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FIRST C()N(;REGATIONAf. Clll R(^I1

Xonbon, (Ontario,

DUNDAS STREET, near COLRORNE.
«.^«

Pastor-REV. H. D. HUNTER, Residence 510 Dufferin Ave.

SABBATH-11 a.m. and 7 p.m.
SUNDAY SCHOOL-2.45 p.m.
YOUNG PEOPLE'S MEETINO^Tuesday Even'g, 8 o'clock.
SOCIAL WORSHIP -Thursday Evening, 8 o'clock.
CHOIR REHEARSAL-Friday Evening, 8 o'clock.
BUSINESS MEETING Last Thursday Evening in Each

Month.
LORD'S SUPPER and BAPTISM-First Sabbath in Each

Month, at Close of Morning Sermon.

OFFICERS =

PASTOR :

Rkv. II. D. Hunter, 510 Dufferin Avenue.

DEACONS :

Henry Matiiewson, 452 (Queen's Avenue.
Georc.e James,
Henry Tozeland, .St. James' Park.
Theophilus Allen, 450 Central Avenue.
G. T. Rennie, Governor's Road,
Arthur T. H. Johnson, 410 Bond Street.

TRUSTEES :

Henry Mathewson, 452 Queen's Avenue.
Gideon Decker, Lambeth.
William D. Riddell, 474 Maitland Street.
Theophilus Allen, 450 Central Avenue.
George Rendell, 574 York Street.

All other Officers are chosen annually, and names and addresses
will be published in the Annual Reports.
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CONGREGATIONALISM

Statement of Seneval ^Jriuciples

—SHOW INO—

WHAT IT IS, WHENCE IT IS, AND WHEREIN IT DIFFERS
FROM OTHER RELIGIOUS BODIES.

WHAT CONGREGATIONALISM IS.

A Christian Church is a local society of believers, united

by covenant in obedience to the will of Christ for the edifi-

cation of its members, the observance of Christian ordi-

nances, and the propagation of the Christian faith.

Every such association implies a ground-work of organ-

ization, with regulating principles and governing laws; and
the working out of these principles in the shaping and con-

trolling of the life of the organization constitutes its govern-

ment : hence every Church must have some form of govern-

ment.

All Church government reduces itself to three pure

forms: (i) That which lodges its power in the hands of

one supreme sovereign or pontiff; (2) That which vests its

authority in the hands of a i)rivileged order, composed of

a greater or smaller number of principal persons; and

I



(3) That which vests its supreme jjower (under (;od)in th"

hands of all who are incj tdki) fn i hf association.
The first of these is the Monarchic, or Episcopal

; the

second, the Aristocratic, or Presbyterial
; and the third, the

Democratic, or Congregational form of (Government.

Congregationah'sm, as a form of Church order, derives
its name from the prominence which its gives to the con-
gregation of Christian believers. It vests all ecclesiastical

power, under Christ, the only supreme head of the Church,
in the associated brotherhood of each local Church as an
independent body. Yet, between these independent
Churches its recognizes a fraternal and equal fellowship,

whicli invests each with the right and duty of advice,

counsel, and, if the course pursued by another of the

sisterhood should, for the preservation of its own purity

and consistency, demand it, even the public withdrawal of
that fellowship.

Herein Congregationalism proper is distinguished from
that ultra type of independence which ignores any check,
even of advice, upon its actions, and which is repugnant
alike to the higher instincts of devout hearts and the best

interests of the cause of (Jod. Hence, though every
Congregational Church is really independent, it does not
follow that every independent Church is a Congregational
one.

The fundamental principle of Congregationalism is,

that the Bible, interpreted by sanctified common sense,

with all wise helps from history, from the various depart-

ments of knowledge, and especially from the Revealing
Spirit, is the one and only authoritative guide in all matters

pertaining to Christian faith and practice. And that what-
ever the Bible teaches by direct precept, living exanipler,

or legitimate inference, is imperative and binding upon all

f!
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men at nil times
; and, per contra, that nothing which is

not so inculcated is necessarily imperative upon any man at

any time.

Flowing from this fundamental truth are many sub-
ordinate i)rinciples, of which the following are chief:—

T. Any company of persons believing and publicly pro-

fessing themselves to be Christians, and who, by voluntary
comj)act in obedience to the command of Christ, associate

themselves together for the purposes of Christian work and
worship, is a true scriptural Church of Jesus Christ.

2. As a rule, such a Church should include only those
who can conveniently worship and work together, and
mutually watch over each other in love.

3. Every member of Christ's Church has equal essential

rights, privileges and power with every other, and the col-

lective membership have the right and duty of choosing all

their own officers, admitting, disciplining and dismissing
their own members, and transacting all other business
pertaining to the interests of a Christian Church.

4. livery such Church, while acknowledging its obliga-
tion meekly and gratefully to receive, and candidly and
prayerfully to weigh advice, counsel, and, if needs be,

admonition from sister churches, is yet independent of any
and all outward jurisdiction and control whether of Popes,
Patriarchs, Archbishops, Bishops, or any other person
or persons assuming to be Christ's officials

; from General
Conventions, ConfereiiCes, or Assemblies ; from Councils,
Associations, Presbyteries, Synods, or any other ecclesi-

astical body or bodies, being answerable directly and only
to Christ, its only and supreme head. Hence, whatever
may be its lowliness, either as it regards numbers or
worldly estate, it is on a level of inherent genuineness,

II
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First Congregationai, Church.

brethren."
^ '"' '"'" ^^"''' '"'^ «" ye are

in eL&lltri "'" '^'""'' ''^ ^1"^' -"' ^" others

Hence rh;nd"ftv I '"""""""" ^"^ ^^"^-' -'f--

™a.er;errrir:£.LjnntL=:
era! be ,ef, or contemplated changes in its organic life ft ^snot only competent but higl,ly desirable that suchCl ll es

""'y "^^ one friend counsels another, and subiectn all cases to the final decision of the party seekhiVi, rany such Church should seem to its sister Ch"che" Ji fullvand wrongfully to disregard their advi^; K J
'^

e^neous beliefs. orchoosfngan«™,o^„^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^
^sf guilty ,n any flagrant way of unchristian t ings , "?

sel eff"™n '' '" ™"^"™^^ ''™"d to withdraw thm

-e-in^cLr^
them the path of duty. Such action, howeve canTn nlwjseasptre to the place of authority over the Curhto

attlSiati^' "--'----- "-" T
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I'lRST CONGRRGATIONAI. ChURCH.

OFFICERS OF CHRIST'S CHURCH.

are I!'::tZ:^
'^''"''"^ *^'^"^'^'' ^- «'^ Church

(0 PASTORS.-In the New Testa.nent called indiscrimna e,y overseers, Elders, Presbyters and Bishops
""

pa tlra nffi
,'","'"" '""'""'^ "^ "'^ Church. Thepastoral oftce and relation is permanent.

reliefof'^r''"''"'^'"'^
""'' " '^ '° «'<="d to there efof the poor; to administer the secular affairs of heChurch when the adtninistration of such affairs is not otherwise specially provided for ,„ ,i, r

"'

to preside at rhnr^l
the absence of the Pastor Ito preside at Church meerings, and to aid the Pastor »en

'

erally in his work as the, .nay have ability and"!,: Ty
The Board of Deacons in this Church shall consist of- members, who shall be chosen by the member ^1™he r o, „,ber, and their term of office shall be' thr eyears. Beginning with the Annual Meeting in ,88, two

THK ORDINANCES.

BAPTISM.
Who are proper subjects for Baptism ?

Infants and adult believers.

What is the Scriptural mode of Baptism ?
Sprinkhng, pouring or immersion.

/
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8 First Congregational Church.

THE LORD'S SUPPER.

This Churcli spreads no sectarian or denominational

table ; it spreads Christ's. It cordially invites and wel-

comes all who accept Jesus Christ as Saviour to a participa-

tion in this most blessed service.

" He filled the cup with wine, and said,

Drink, drink ye all of this
;

For thus My life-blood shall be shed
To ransom souls for bliss."

PUBLIC RECEPTION OF MEMBERS.
Jesus saith, Come unto Me all ye that labour and are

heavy laden, and I will give you rest ; take My yoke upon

you and learn of Me, for I am meek and lowly in heart, and

ye shall find rest to your souls ; for My yoke is easy and

My burden is light.

And the Spirit and the Bride say come ; and let him

that heareth say come ; and let him that is athirst come

;

and whosoever will, let him take of the Water of Life

freely.

Dearly Beloved,—You are here in the presence of

God and these witnesses to profess in this public manner

your faith in Jesus Christ our Lord. We trust that you

appreciate the solemnity and blessedness of this confes-

sion, and that He who has begun His work of grace in your

heart will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ.

This Church, into the confidence and fellowship of

which you are now to be welcomed, holds in common with

its sister Churches in Europe and America, that human
formulations of dogma, whether in the form of written creeds

or articles of religion, are neither conducive to the unity of

faith nor preventive of error, and that the Holy Scriptures

alone are the true standard of religious belief and rule of

Christian practice.

II
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As a Church we decline to accept the theology of any

man, or clr.v f men, as necessarily authoritative ; never

theless, on n. material points we are in substantial accord

with the doctrines held by the fathers of Congregatioiialisni

in England and America holding such views, not because

they held them, but because we find them in the Word of

God.

Whilst we claim, we also most heartily concede the free

exercise of private judgment on all matters that come
within the legitimate range of human reason , hence,

beyond the doctrines hereinafter stated, each member must
be held responsible for his own distinctive opinions without

in any way compromising those of his brethren.

We believe in God the Father—the Being of abso-

lute perfection—the Creator, Preserver, and Governor of

the Universe, who so loved the world that He gave His

only-begotten Son for its redemption;

And in Jesus Christ His Son, our Lord, who was in the

beginning with God, and was God, who became man and suf-

fered and died to make atonement for the sins of the whole

world—who rose from the dead and ascended on high, and

sitteth at the right hand of the Father, whence he shall

come to judge the quick and the dead, punishing the

wicked with everlasting destruction from His presence, and
receiving His people into His everlasting kingdom

;

And in the Holy Spirit—the Comforter—who is Divine,

by whom the soul is born again and sanctified, by whose
inspiration the Scriptures are given, and who with the Father

and the Son. together one God, is supremely to be loved

and alone to be adored
;

That there is one true Church of God, holy, Catholic,

which compreheT'ds all men, in all climes and ages, who
truly believe in Jesus Christ, its only and Supreme Head

;



10 First Congregational Church.

That each loc^l Church should be composed exclusively
of those who have; been made "new creatures in Christ
Jesus "—that it is complete in itself—independent of all

ecclesiastical authority—that it should receive its own mem-
bers, maintain its own discipline, and appoint all its own
officers, in harmony only with the principles of the New
Testament

;

That Baptism should be administered to infants, and to
adults not previously baptized on the profession of their
faith

;
to infants by the application of water to them ; to

adults in any wiy they may wish

;

We believe in one Commutiion of the body and blood of
Christ, and cordially invite and welcome all Christians to
join us injits celebration

; and we lock for the resurrection
of the dead and the Life immortal. Amen.

These, brethren, are the distinctive principles of Con-
gregational Churches in general, and this Church in par-
ticular, and in taking your place amongst us we trust they
will be found by you more and more to be in harmony with
both the spirit and letter of the New Testament.

And now, in the presence of God, and these Christian
friends, you do cordially enter with us into the everlasting
covenant of grace

; confessing the Father, Son and Holy
Spirit, one God, to be your Preserver, Saviour, Sanctifier and
prese. I; Guide; and covenanting that you will henceforth
faithfully endeavor to keep His commandments, to walk
with His disciples in love, to deny all ungodliness and
worldly lusts, and to live while in the world soberly,
righteously and temperately, ever looking for that " blessed
hope " of the Church, " the glorious appearing " of the
Great God, our Saviour Jesus Christ.

(BAPTISM SHOULD HERE BE ADMINISTERED TO ANY WHO
HAVE NOT BEEN BAPTIZED.)

/THF ruTinrH dicc \
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As members of this Church, we welcome you in the name
of our Master, to His discipleship, to a participation in tlie

duties, privileges, and honors of His Church, and the fel-

lowship of that multitude which no man can number, who
have confessed Him on earth and who follow the Lamb
whithersoever He goeth

;

And in token of our confidence and sympathy, and as a

pledge of the cordiality with which we bid you welcome, I

extend to each of you the right hand of Christian fellowship.

THE SUNDAY SCHOOL.

Believing the Sunday School to be a part of its neces-

sary work, this Church stands pledged always and by all

proper means to foster and sustain it.

The officers shall be :

—

(i) President (the Pastor shall be President).

'

(2) Superintendent.

(3) Secretary-Treasurer.

(4) Librarian.

(5) Assistant Librarian.

(6) Organist.

The officers and teachers shall constitute the Teachers'

Meeting.

Officers may be elected by the Teachers' Meeting, but

the election must be confirmed by the vote of the Church.



STANDING RULES.

1

.

'I'he Pastor of this Church shall be a member of it
and shall be its standing Moderator and, ex-officio, a mem-
ber of all Its Committees.

2. In the absence of the Pastor, or in any case when he
may be a party in interest to Church action so as to make
It improper for him to act as Moderator, a Moderator pro
tempore shall be chosen by nomination, unless otherwise
agreed.

3- The financial year of this Church shall be concurrent
with the calendar year, and the Annual Meeting shall be
held m the month of January on such date as the Pastor
and Deacons may appoint.

4- The Ordinances shall be observed on the first Sab-
bath m each month

; and the business meetings held the
precedmg Thursday evening. All members of sixteen
years of age and over shall be entitled to vote.

5- Special business meetings may be held, but such
shall always be announced from the pulpit on the Sabbath
precedmg, by and with the consent of the Pastor and
Deacons.

6. Ail business meetings shall be opened with prayer.

7. At the Annual Meeting of the Church the following
elections shall be made for the ensuing year-all the officers
to serve during good behaviour and until others shall be
chosen to take their places.

(i) A Secretary, who shall keep the records.

(2) A Treasurer, who shall be a member of the Board
of Finance (see Finances, p. i8), who shall take charge
of all Church moneys, and contributions for charitable,

II
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'5

of the charges against him, and such'^^T^cda^a^
they shall deem meet.

{e) If on such hearing the Church are satisfied of the
guilt of the accused, they may vote to admonish him to
suspena hmi for a definite period, or to expd him from
membership, according to the nature of tlie offence and
the state of the offenders mind in relation thereto.

17 The introduction of any matter of business beyond
tliat which IS common to all business meetings of the
Church, shall in all cases require at least one month^s pre-
vious notice in writing.

r8. The Auditorium of this Church shall in no case be
opened for lectures, concerts or other public meetings
apart from those held under the auspice's or the Church
except by special resolution of the Board of Trustees. '

19. Inasmuch as the Press is the proper advertising
medium of the country, no notices shall be read from the
pulpit on the Lord's Day, save such as relate to the services
and work of this Church-except by special consent of the
Pastor and Deacons.

ANNUAL CHURCH MEETINGS.

20 A joint meeting of the Church and Congregation
shall be neld as early in the month of January in each year
as possible, always preceding the Annual Meeting of the
Church, to hear reports from the various officers. At this
meeting it shall be competent for any member of the Con-

II
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gregation to makp o«
'

" —

The Order of Business for this ioin,
U) Opening services.

^ "'"'"^ *''^" ^e

(2) Reading minuter r.f r.

J--rers; (C) Ladies Aii^^r'T^ \''^ ^^-°-
^ W

School;
(g) pe„ Allocation Vo ''' ^'^ ^"""^^

(0 Choir.
''"°" Commutee

; (h) Ai.ditors

(4) New business.

(5) Closing exercises. "

2r. Immediately at clospnfn r
'he Annual Meeting of liTa l ^rs^i^g Joint meeting
-ranged-be held, a hici, « ff"-""-= otherwise
Order of Business

:

"'' '^""""''"g ^hall be the

(i) Opening exercises

(4) Choice of officers M !p^^'°"^^-^-n.

--•i (c) Assistant Treasurer- 7dT°P
"""^^ ^^^ ^^^as-

-tf
;

(e) Board of FinancT- m u? "'°" ^^"^-
(h) Sunday School officers

' ^ ^ ^"'^ ^ ^^^ Secretary
;

(5) Deferred business.

(6) New business.

(7) Adjournment.

22. No alteration shalJ h« ^ .

-y Article Of this ^an^l LTj" '"^ «"'es. or i„
'he Church, and after at leist nnT !

''^"'^^ "^""g of
»d then only by vote of h T"*''

"""'"^^ » -"'"ng
present. ^ '^°'' "^ 'hree-fourths of the „,e„,beS
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SOURCES' OF INCOME.

afford ^ufl!::::: LtrL:: td"
"

" "r'
'-"

expenses incurred.
""^ "'""'l"'>' W ^^

'any andpuristrr ''™"'-<' ""' "^ --
5- Pews and Sittings which are three monfhc '

delinquent. -• ^ ^° ^^^ P^^^Y so

^P" Punctiialitv in ihp«/^ r.-.^..^^ -,1

antness impossible.
"' "'" ^'"<^" ""P""-'^^



'f.?.*^

FINANCES.

The general finances of th'i;. Church shall be adminis-
tered by a Board, to be called ''The Board of Finance,"
which shall consist of not less than five nor more thari nine
members, of whom two shall always be Deacons, and who
shall be elected at each Annual Meeting of the Church and
serve during pleasure.

The Board may elect its own Chairman and Secretary,
but the Treasurers, who shall be the Treasurers-elect of the
Church, shall be elected by th? Church.

The Board shall present a full statement of the financial

condition of the Church at the last Church meeting in each
quarter. The first of such statgments to date from the
next Annual Meeting. %

r.

\f'

^T"



fK'*T


