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Oordon C. Wiiaon, th» eoantr •t
tVtntwortb ripr«Matattv* tn tb*
houM of oemmeiM, haa aaan (it I*
tnaka m aariaa e( autamanta- or
ehar«aa, on tha floor of tha hovaa,
avalnat th« dapartmrnt of pabUa
hignwaya and agalnat ma. aa tha
minlBtar raaponalbia tor Iha bulldMig
procram now bainc put throttvk.
Hla mathod of attack waa o maka
charvaa in tha houaa of rommona
)u«t bafora tba fadaral parllamant
proroRuad, ihua pravantina a propar
rrply b»lna mad* to hi* Inoinuailona
and Inference*. Ha alio oauaed tha
publleation In a Toronto papar.
whicb ba* bean bitterly antaKonlatle
to the Kovernmant In power In thia
province, of a tirade agalnit myaatf
and tha policy of tha dapt nimt of
highway*. Not only ware many of
the atatement* credited to Ml. Wii-
aon untrue, but the photoa. witb
whlrh the attack waa augmanted,
w»rr u*ed In a mlalaadlng manner.
The publication of tba ehargaa
affnlnnt the department waa made In
the Tiirnnfo paper tha day before
Mr \Vii«r>n> iipeech In the boune of
rommiin*. the two Incident* being
Innplrpfl evlrtpntly hy the aama peo-
plp with thp ii.ime motive. It 1* my
de*tr<> to (leal with the*e midKtute-
ment*. ft* (hey affect tha department
and myxpir a* briefly aa po*!ilbl*,
but at the same time In complete
detail, the wiile puPTTratinn of the
rharffe* demandlna a reply. If for
no othpr reason than to bring to the
attention of the public Just what la
belnir aimed at and Ju«t what la be-
ing arpnmpli«hed by the department
of puhllc hlcrhwny*. The attack by
Mr. WlUnn 1* made up of a number
of untruth* and miBotatemnnt*. *ome
of them uttered deliberately, and
»ntiip of them perhaps throuKh igno-
rance of th« road-^ullding policy of
the (rovernnient and of the council
of Wrntworfh county. In thia con-
nection It I* only fair to point out
fhTt itl-fpelln» toward mvH"lf ind
the present g. nipnt has much to
do with ihls

'
V of petty polUlcs

THE CHARGES
Mr. Wilson charRes the depart-

t'lent of public highways with ex-
travnitance; he allege* that I havo
favored the county of Wentworth,
and particularly my own constltu-
enry, .\iirth Wentworth. In the mat-
ter of new ro.ids or hl»hWMy«: that
I have spent poverntnent money In
^.-onotrurllnsr these thoroughfare*
around my own home tor my own
convenience and benefit; that I have
used provincial funds 'n opening a
"blind concession" th u.srh one of
my lu-.Js; that excessive wbrps have
been paid to the workmen on fheae
highways: that the road-bu) Ung
proeram of the province is suff ring
because of the alleged preference

shown tha eonntjr of Wantworth;
that tandara hava baan Junlad am
secret eonfaraneaa bald with I'.ia

council of Dufidaa To all tf t:..a«
I'hargaa i gtva an unquallflad danUI
and at tha aame time brand avary
llegailon aa apurlmi* and mlalaad-

ing. Proof of the falaenaaa of Mr.
Wllaon'a many ataiementa will bo
found In lb* facta which «ra racltad
aa aach particular cherga la tfaslt
with In datall.

Those who are familiar with th*
dcparini'Mi >»f pruvlnrUt highways
will realise thai the proaant road-
oullding polirv Is but an alaboraiiin
to a Inrae extent of tba on* laic
down iiy the lui^ government. Now
thill It Is belnu purauad with Ttgor.
It appear* fated to meat With op-
position from a few Indlvlduala who
are ever ready to place paraonalltlos
and cheap political trick* ahaad of
the common welfare. Tha dapart-
meni uf highway* at th* praaant
time has 7> oontractora bually an*
itnged with large ganga of road
builders on rood work trotchlng
from 8arnin In tba weat to Ottawa
in the east. Proof of tbia la to b* •

found In the accompanying map.
which ahow* the work now und«r
way In that part of the provino*
from Oflhnwa to Windaor and tha
wpstorn border. The aection ambrae-
InK the eastern part of th* provlnc*
I* not given, almply bacauaa apac*
does not permit. The road-buildlng
policv ;h a broad. comprehanaiv*
one, embracing the entira provlnea
our aim belnx a aerlea of much-
needed main blghwaya ?onn*ctins
the principal cities and town* and
linking them up with tha fertll*
farm lands aurrounding theae com-
munities. Those who have followed
the trend of event* readily realise
that our greatest need at praatnt la
good roads, the development of mo-
tor transportation alone making thia
Imperative. Our work haa tha ap-
proval of the various municipal bod-
lea of the province, and we ara re-
peatedly ..rf,'ed to pursue our nol-
Icy with even more vigor and dis-
patch, instead of delaying It on th<9
ground that the "co*ta are excea-
*lv*,"

DEPARTMENT PTi.^NB

Our plan call* fur le Initial con-
struction In the vicinity of main cit-
ies and town*. Thia year many miles
of highway approaching Toronto,
Han.'ilton Ottawa, London, SarnU.
Windsor, Stratford, Oalt, Waterloo.
Kitchener, Brantford Ouelph P?ter-
horo, Kingston and other citle* will
he constructed. Next year the exten-
sion of these roads will be under-
taken, until eventually they aro
hooked up, and a network of per-
fect highways completed. The prin-



•tpU tvolvttf it in provid* lh« roadi
I ent for th*** ••(•llotia oonmln-
tni ih« lart««t populaiinn and thut
provldlitir th* hiiivlMt iraffle.

2«0 rAVOIW MHOWif
Thia r>'»llcr d'>»a not mil for nnv

en* rntinty bdnf prlvll»K*(| ahnv*
th* fi'har. Th" h<>.»vl»ai worli naiiir-
ally IM b»lnff dnnt- nreiinrf th* prin-
ripal rrntvra, .ind. am thn flaurfa
fflvan below «ilt nhow, W<<ntworth
counlv 1« nut rri-rlvlna aperlnl run-
•Idrratlnn. At pri>«ent, •I.IA mllp«
of rondwfiy «r» unili>r provlndnl onn-
tpol In W»ntWf>rth '•oiiniy. with th*"
r*aiilt that thU dtatrlct atanda
*lirhth In the mllxnar Hat fnr fifty-
twn countiaa. Tho roiinty of t.rrd*
and Orenvllla. In riatprn Onlnrtn.
many mllaa from Wontwnrth, atnnila
firat, with lt«.44 mlli>a, nearly dnti.
bl»> that of fhp lnt»«»r roiinty. Th*
nfflrliii flaiire* nrf> a* followa:

MILRAOE BT roi'X .B

County Mltea«*
Lepda and Or»nvt:> 11C.44
MIddlMMS . 101.«A
CtrlMon lO.lR
Kant (.OR
Wellington aT.tl
Durham and Vir humhVl'd.. lO.CI
Orey 71.41
Wentworih t4.>l
Preacott and Hu^rU Cl.lf
Dund«f, Btormont and Qlen-
Bam- «t.«8

Kaaex 5t.71
Renfrew St.SO
Blfin BS.St
Btnveoe SS.lt
H4ldlm«nd S4.1I
Peel 4I.7B
Perth 44.45
Ontario 41.11
Front*n«c 41.tl
Brttce S».I8
La.mibton 3l.4i
ZAnark 3«.«t
Tork M.Ol
HMtlngw tS.tl
Welland 31.SF
Waterloo 10.71
Norfolk 80.01
Halton 20.31
Lincoln 27.8»
Oxford 28.07
Dufferln 25.82
Huron 2S.02
Lennox and Acldincton .... 20.84
Brant 21.1?
Vlotorla 18. ?o
Peterboro 8.C

Total l.T!M..')2

SITV.^TION' DIFFU'l'LT
To thoro'-fhly apprpriate the situ-

ation aa It appUea to the county of
Wentworth, It la nece««arv to under-
atand the teographlcal situation of

the eouniy and eity .f Hamilton and
the reaultlng problem*. Hamliion I*
located In a valley on the eitremv
-' * of l^ke Ontarln. |u.irded on thv

•rih by I^ko On .irlo, Hurllniilun
bay and lia many marehlanda and
the atrviph nf hill* known na l)un>
d«B mountain aiid riamboro hflaht*.
Rouih of the city la found Hamilton
mounlnin and the vaat table land
running hai'k from the mnunia,|n
brow, Thene hlll«, along uiih the
water and th? atretche* .'f mitrih.
rcpiiti' <a<l V >y pnijlni'crinrf pruh*
trma which ar>> not to ha found In
any other part nt the province. At
the same time Hamilton la the aeo-
ond city of Ontario and one of th*
Rri-ati'Kt Induatrial centera In Can*
ada. It U H natural hub In the net*
work of provlni'lal hlghwaya. All
traffic from .Nliiicara Falla and the
rich fruit velivy muet paaa through
thie I'lty. Juat a« It recelvea all the
traffic from the fertile fields of HaU
illmand county, to the aouth. Prom
the west traffic from Brantford,
nalt, Klli'hent:, Que'ph. London,
Windwor. Harnla, Oweis Sound, and
many other Iniiiortant towns flows
down Into the Amb<tloua city, while
the great highway from Hamilton to
Toronto, alonK the ahorea of Lake
Ontario, the first ever conatructed In
Canada, la the scene of th* h*avt**t
trafflo found In this country. Th*
main roada leading Into Hamilton
are among the rioheat In Ontario,
poaaibly In the Dominion. Thea*
roads, like the spok?s of a giant
wheel, are wide apart at the atart
of the traffic flow, gradually con-
verging until they meet In on* big
hub—Hamilton. Looking at th*
roadway mnii we find six of them:

Hamllton-.V'lacara Falls;
Hamilton- Port Hover;
H.'inillt oil -Hrnnt ford:
Hnmllton-'lnlt.
Hamtlton-Ouelph;
and Hamilton-Toronto: the latter

bflng under the control of a highway
commission, and not of the depart-
ment of piilillc highways.

PROHTiEMS EXrorjfTERED
Even the Hnmlltnn approach of

the Hamllton-.N'lag.ira Fall* highway,
althouRh the only one of the lot to
come In on a level approach, pre-
!«»nied a problem, which was over-
come by the filling in of a wide ra-
vine an<> and the opening of in old
road. In reality the extension of Main
street. But It was the only highway
I'f the six In which the problem of'
hlRh hills WOK not encound^red,
while In the ca*e of the Hamllton-
Oalt road and the Hamilton-Turontn
highway there waa much marshland,
considerable water and steep hills
to overcome. Without the difficul-
ties Involved being met In such a
way as to eliminate exceosive costs





and at the aame time build from the
standpoint of permanency, much of

the value of these hishways would
be lo«t. For years the late govern-
ment, the Toronto-Hamilton high-
way commission, and the city and
county officials discussed and con-
templated the problems presented by
these necessary approaches. The
Toronto-Hamilton highway approach
is only now being constructed, and
let me say that it was as a result

of the activities of my department
that the present plans for this ap-
proach were drawn up and adopted
by all parties concerned, this plan
providing for a ci>mmon entrance for

the Toronto-Hamilton highway and
the thoroughfare leading into the

city from Guelph and Owen Sound.
The plan which wa« only dis-

carded a short time ago in

favor of our suggestion would
have provided for an immense
bridge over the west end of Burling-

ton bay at an excessive cost of near-

ly $1,600,000. and would only have
served the Toronto-Hamilton high-

way traffic. We have now secured

a common entrance and the cost will

not run more than $760,000. a saving

of $760,000. For years the people

of Hamilton and Toronto and the
districts in between have r'.'peatedly

urged the tackling of this problem
and the speed with which the pres-

ent government and the department
of public highways moved. In this

regard, haa had the general com-
mendation of everybody concerned.

Let me stress right here thv it la

to the credit cf Wentworth county,

when I say that no municipality in

Ontario, in spite of the difficulties

faced, has been so insistent upon an
extensive good roads program. For
some years I served on the county
council and it was there that I learn-

ed and appreciated the value of

good roads to any community. We
have been encouraged In our efforts

by the attitude of the Wentworth
officials and. even now. we are re-

peatedly asked to hasten our pro-
gram of construction. I have had
two deputations, from districts ad-
Joining Hamilton, before me in the
past week seeking a hastening of our
efforts, all this In marked contrast
to the attitude adopted by the federal
member for Wentworth.

TWO IMPORTANT POINTS

tn this general consideration of the
ciuestlon there is just one more point.

The cost of road building In Went-
worth county is higher than in any
other county for two simple reasons:

1. The county Is absolutely with-
out gravel deposits of any kind, Thle
necessitates long hauls and naturally
Increased costs.

::. The mountanous regions around
Hamilton, couplsd with the water-
ways, entail much bridge bulldlnc
and a great deal of grading, while a
number of large "cuts and fllte" have
:o be constructed.

It is for this reason and for no
other that a comparison of cost
sheets enables a prejudiced critic to
Qwell on the cost figures to the ap-
parent disadvantage of Wentworth
county. S^ven the town of Dundas.
where Mr. Wilson resides, nestles at
the foot of a series of hills and pre-
sents one of the greatest problems
our roadway engineers have to face.
Mr. Wilson shoulu be thorougniy
familiar with this fact, with Dundas
<nount«ln almost at his front door.

MAINTENANCi: COSTS

It has been the experience ol
Wentworth county officials—in fact,
of all citizens—that the cost of main-
tenance of the old roadways has been
excessive. Wentworth county has
poured thousands of dollars into
holes In the principal roads of their
highway system. They realize fully
the fact that while capital costs for
paved roadways are somewhat high-
er than the capital charges for the
ordinary roads, the maintenance
costs are practically nil. An Instance
of this Is to be found In the Eaton
highway, running out of Toronto,
where in five years bui. 46 hours'
repair work was necessary. Contrast
this with what would have been tht?

experience had road construction not
advanced as it has under the policy
of the department of public high-
ways.

For the benefit of those who ap-
preciate illuminating statistios of a
truthful nature, let me present some
data presented by the county council
of Wentworth county. To do this
we take the five thoroughfares re-
cently taken over by the provincial
government and designated as part
of the provincial highways:

Dundas-Waterloo road; town line

road, leading ur> to Ciappison's cor-
ners and Gueph; Caledonia road:
Hamilton and Ancaster. now part of
the Brantford highway; and tho
Dundas-Binkley hill stretch.

In 1917 and 1918 these roads were
under the supervision of the county.
In 1919 and 1920 they were desig-
nated as provincial highways and
the con»tructlon of paved roads un-
dertaken. These are

.
the very Illu-

minating figures secured from the
county clerk:



Mklntonance—1 917
Dundu and Waterloo $S,<I2.6S
Town Une <,»S7.00
Hamilton and Aneaatar >,841.«(
Hamilton and Aneaater 7,<9S.6I
Dundaa and Binkley Hill .. 1.117.T<

ToUl |2«.812.I3

Malntananoe—191

8

Dundaa and Waterloo 18,074.98
Town Una 7,809.00
Caledonia 2,987.71
Hamilton and Aneaater .... 2.178.22
Dundaa and Binkley Hill . . 9,401.48

1919

Annual payment on 20 year
debanturea on conatruo-
tlon chargea of pavad
roada—888,434.85, at 6
par oant. 8 2,048.18

Maintenance of uncon-
atructed portion* 12,174.42

Total 814,177.58

1920

Annual payment on 20 year
debenturea on oonatruc-
tlon chargea of pavad
roada—880,071.16, at 6

per cent 8 6,268.70
Maintenance of uncon-

atructed portions 5.034.15

Total 811.887.8B

aij:< enthusiastic

la It any wonder that everybody
In Wentworth county, with the evi-
dent exception of Mr. Wilson, is en-
thusiastic over the govemmenfa
road-building policy? For less
money the county secures permanent
paved roada with all the attendant
advantages. Aa the pavement is

extended, the maintenance costa
decreaae. At the end of twenty
years the roads are paid for. The
annual coats then evolve themselves
simply into a question of mainten-
ance. The comparison is obvious.
The figures, as applied to Went-
worth county, are supported by the
experience of other municipalities.

In hlp chargea, Mr. Wllaon at-
tempts 10 infer that I have ujsod the
road-building policy of the province
for my own personal gain. In his
speech, he said:

"We we come to another road,
which is known as Dundas street,
and for fear that anybody will rise
to a point of order again, I will
state that Dundas street has been
commenced ana has been approved
to a certain extent. The construc-
tion of Dundas atraet, between To-

ronto and Hamilton, haa bean ap-
proved as far aa Clappiaon'a eomars.
Than the road procaada farther, and
It goea up to the county of Want-
worth until it atrlkea the concasalon
line batwaan the townahlp of £aat
Flamboro and the townahlp of Bev-
erly, and upon which eoneaaalon Una
the mmiater of public worka livaa.
They open up a blind eoneaaalon, or
road allowance, and they continue
that road through the blind concaa-
aion or road allowanea. and what la
the fact? Upon one aida, the min-
ister of public worka haa 165 roda
frontage, and on the other aide he
owna 65 rods, and ha baa had a
bridge built ao that hla cattle can
paaa from one to the other through
the blind conceaaion. We are ask-
ed: 'Where did he get hia author-
ity?* Why, he tnaerted the provlaion
In a bill and had it paaaad thia
year.

"Reference to the act showa It

practically meana that the mlniatar
of public works for Ontario pro-
vided for the payment of a street
that went through his own prop-
erty, although it was a road allow-
ance—a blind concession It la some-
times called. That la to say, the
minister of public worka took his
own land for a provincial highway."

NOT .\ HIGHWAY
Mr. Wllaon erre when he states

that this "road allowance" la a pro-
vincial roadway. It la a county road-
way, under the Juriadiction of the
officials of Wentworth county, aa
the court house, Hamilton, will

show. This "blind conceaaion" was
first deeiarnated a« a roadway In the
year 1792. when the Toronto-London
military road wa« laid out. It was
never opened becauee of a mill
etrepir 'Spencer creek). which
crossed the thoroughfare. Thia road
allowance links up the Hamilton-
Dun 4 is-Galt-W«ter!oo provincial
highway with the county road from
Cla.ppUon'e Cornera. where Dundaa
street and the Hamllton-Guelph
road meet, and is really a continua-
tion of Dundas atreet.

The first effort to open this "blind
concession" was made In 1917 by the
Wentworth county council. The late
ifovernment turned down the appli-
cation, but in 1918 a deputation
from Brant county joined In a re-
newal of the request, with the result
that the roadway waa opened by the
county. Thi« waa before I waa
elected to the provincial leglalature
and before I had any idea that I
would be the next mt<miber for North
Wentworth. let alone the next mln-
iater of public worka. In 1920 the







A view of the bridge which Mr. Wilson accused the Hon. iBij
he claims is a "cattle pass." Inset in the top left-hand corntrje p
one of the posts of the brid'ge, bearing the inscription: "Built ie
County records show that this bridge was first decided upon inl tv

legislature. The same record shows that the roadway is a con oac

constructed by the county, with Thomas R. Allison, county ro;id|riiit
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Biggs of building at the expense of the province, and which
e photo IS a reproduction of the bronze tablet to be found on
^e county of Wentworth. 1920, John E. Peart, warden.-
two years before Mr. Biggs was elected to the provincial
;ad. and not a provincial highway, and that the road was
mtendent. m charge.





county cotntrueted a bridge acroM
Spenrer o'-'-ek. A hrn?ii# t«hlet ia
fo be fnumi on the brldire at the
present ilme. bearing the inscription.
Built by the county of Wentworth.

192<i. John E. Peart, warden." The
work wn.<» done undor the supervl-
«lon of Thoma» R. Alltaon, road mu-
perlnrendent for the county of
Wentworth.

Thl« rofid allowance, or countv
rond. run.-* thrnu»h pasture land*
owned by myself and other f irmcrs.My fi*>!d was an Ideal one for the
purpose, serve.) by a streani and
#>urroiiPded on n\' pMe-J bv the fiflds
.in'l fiic^n of ninp npl^hbire This
ninrlp It foolproof. When the countv.
in 191S. derided to opt-n the road al-
lowance I pointed out thnt I would
he the loser. Where I had one bif?
f;*-' ' I •> „• >,.,,„ .„.,, ji 1 1., „.,,|^ ^
public thorouehf.Tre runnln? throush
thf rpp'... rf fi,p p..„„p^.^ T.(^^ fieiii
has had to be fenced on e.T;h sldi- of
thlf> road, and when I desire to passmy cattle throuirh from fiejd to field
they must ifo throua-h two )?ate« and
acro*» a county road.

VO V.\M'K TO BICir.S

Tho hridtre. which Mr. Wilson al-
leKe,s is n "cattle run," built bv the
province for my convenience, is ab-
solutely without value to me. It 1.9

built over Spencer creek, at the ex-treme end of my property, and sim-
ply rarrlea Dundas street across the
creek. There is water from abut-
ment to abutment, and It Is truly n.

bridge for Spencer creek. It Is ut-
terly ItnpoRsllple for mv cattle to
Rain access to this bridsre unless
they break out of the fields and
.seek their freedom down the road
toward the Oalt highway.

r would remind Mr. WiKson that
the county records prove that the
county council first approached the
Ontario government with reference
to this ••blind concession," and the
bridge, or ••cattle pass." as far back
as 1917. when Mr. McDiarmid was
ministfr of public works. I was not
elected to the legislature until the
fall of 1919.

IGXOR.\XCE DISPI..\YED

N'ot only has Mr. Wil.son made a
gross nils.«tatement of facts, but ho
has displayed a lame.atable Ignor-
ance of the road policy of the Went-
worth county council. What he
terms a provincial highw.ay is acounty road. The bridge was built
by the county, not the province. Itwa« first mooted in 1917, two years
before I was elected to the legisla-
ture. The opening of the road was I
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Rt the reriuest of the Brant county
and Wentworth county officials and,
from the standpoint of personal con-
venience. 1 was opposed, and stated
so several times. I consider that I
suffered a direct loss of several
thousands of dollars by the opening
of this road, to say nothing of thw
Inconvenience caused myself and
neighboring farmers. It entails, for
all time to come, the maintenance
of one mile and a half of road fence
on my part.

From the standpoint of linking up
an Iti fortant stretch of roadway and
ImpnuiiiK the county road systom,
the work was imperative, and, la
spite of the objections of M;. Wilson,
the county council \s now busy
grading and preprring this "blind
concession'^ for a macadam top.

Still attacking me. the member for
Wentworth county continued:
"The Hamilton-Kitchener high-
way passes through the town of
Oundas and in front of the prop-
erty of the minister of public works
for Ontario. 1 might say that the
minister of public works of Ontario
commenced the laying of the bltu-
llthlc pavement from his own gate,
iind down to another p-operty that
hi.-? father owns three rnlles down
the road. .After my asking the
'luj'stions In this house, apparently
he thought the facts looked too glar-
ing, eo he has now started—and he
has onlv made It worse—to build a
mile of road to the west of his
property, and on the south side of
the road, no one owns any land but
Hon. F. C. niggs. minister of public
works for Ontario. On the other
side. Mr. Biggs" father owns a
farm. There are one or two places
in between, and then comes again
the iiroperty of the Hon. F. C. Biggs,
minister of ;iublic works for On-
tario.^"

KE.XSOXS FOK IT

Replying to this charge I would
Doint out that the government road-
bulldine policy calls for the con-
struc'ion of a number of main thor-
oughfares from one -length of the
nrovinee to the other. Work on
the.se m.Tln roada or highways has
been under wav for some time; In
fact, the Doliov was originally laid
down by the late government. This
ool!cv calls for the Initial work be-
ing done on the main arteries of
traffic leading out of the principal
cities and towns of Ontario. Gradu-
ally thecc htghway.s will be extend-
ed until they link up and form
through thoroushfares serving the
most thirklv populated districts with
a system of fIr.'Jt-olasa roads.



From Hamilton flv« provincial
Mshwaya ara being conatructed, aa
(ollowa:

Hamllton-Oundaa-Oalt-Watcrloo.
Hamllton-CaUdonla-Port Dovar.
Hamllton-Ancaatar-Brantford.
Hamllton-Ouelph-Owen Sound.
Hamllton-Qrinuby-Nlavara Falla.

In addition to which. Hamilton la

«Im aarvad by tha Toronto-HamlU
ton hlshway.

My farm and homa are located at
Chrlatla'i Corner*, on tha Hamllton-
Dundaa-Oalt highway. I have lived
there all my lite, and my father for
forty yaara.

The plana of tha provincial high-
way enxineera called for the con-
rructlon of the Hamilton-Dundaa-
Oalt highway In dlvtalona. The
firm aectlon completed wae the
etretch from Hamilton to Dundaa,
over which the traffic from tha
Brantford highway alio travala,
trlklng the Dundaa road at Blnk>
ley's corner, eaat of Dundaa. The
second division Is from Chrlatle'a
Oornem to Dundaa; the third section
from Rockton to Chrlatle's Comer*,
and the fourth stretch from Rock-
ton to Sheffield.

Work on the second section woa
commenced at Chrlatle'a Corneir*.
the contractors working toward
their ba*« of *uppltea—Dundaa. The
reason for thl* was one which la al-
ways observed by roadway «ngl-
neers, who Invariably build toward
their baso of supplies, and not away
from it. This is to prevent the haul-
ing of heavy loada of atonp and
gravel over freshly conatructed
pavement.

On the third section the work also
pommencea at Christie's Cornera. di-
rectly In front of my home, becanae
the base of supplies is located at
Rockton. where the government
owna a sulendid quarry, the build-
ers working toward the village «s
they build the road. On the fourth
divialon the rock Is hauled from
Rockton and Sheffield, the gov3rn-
ment having an excellent atone
quarry at Sheffield. The work on
thia aectlon will be commenced mid-
way between Rockton and Sheffield,
working toward each quarry. On
the fifth stretch, from Sheffield to
fialt, the stone is being hauled from
t Sheffield quarry, the work
.nmenoing at the Gait end. the

.jEd being along toward Sheffield.

DVNDAS RO.\D BAD
If It waa a case of ' h.ivlng my

peraonitl comfort provided for, I

would be more interested in the con-
atructlon of a paved road through

tha town of Dundaa than In having
tha pavament laid on tht highway
serving mv own homa. Tha main
street of Dundaa, Mr. Wllaon'a homo
town, is tha worst bit of roadway
In tha county, and for some time
past Mr. Wilson has been doing his
utmoat to prevent the town coun-
cil from proceeding with the con-
struction of a payament, which 1* ao
badly needed.

WHO PATS?

It is apparently a grlevoua aln, In

Mr. Wilson's eyes, for a cablnat mln-
later to live on one of the new pro-
vincial highways, avan though the
minister may have lived In that one
place hl« entire Hfe. I would remind
Mr. Wilson that I am oi^ft of tha
heaviest contributors to the taxes of
the townahlp of Baverly and the
county of Wentworth, in contrast to

the mem'ber for tha federal house,
who la not even a property owner in

his own conatituancy. In thIa way
I am paying for that part of the
work aa it affacta my property, again
tn contrast to the Dominion member,
who enjoys the privll«ges, but doe*
not pay for tham.

Continuing hia attack, Mr. Wilson
laid:

' r !•) not intend to take up any
fur..^.;,- time, except to refer to one
section of the road leading from
what is known as Clappiaon'a com-
fra into the city of Hamilton. I

think it la part of Dundaa street, but
of this I am not certain. There, the
minister of public works is making a
cut of a quarter of a mllo long. It la

53 feet deep, will be 70 feet at the
bottom and 80 feet at the top, and is

eoing to coat 1130,000. There la no
more neoeaslty for it than for the
fifth wheel for a wagon. This ex-
travagance should be stopped. The
road there could be straightened out
a little by filling in around the bad
corner, and then continuing the
.same road."

D.\NGEROrs ROAD
One of the worst of many bad

pieces of roadways leading Into
Hamilton ia that running down
lanvboro Heights from Clapplrson'a

Corners. This road, as it winda its

tortuoua way down the hlllsldt',

crosses several ravines, which in ad-
dition to creating grave danger for
the public, alao proves a source of
great cost to the county. When
the roadway was constructed several
of theae ravines had to be filled in,

and the roadway timbered up. the
drop In some cases being a sheer
fall of fifty feet to the bottom of
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Iht ravin*. Eaoh y»ftr tha county
hai been put to heavy expena* imU'n-
talnlnv this road. In 101» thay
dropped! tlO.OOO worth of aarth and
fravel Intu on* hol» In an effort to
prevent the r ad from alldlng down
Into a ravine. To-day practically nil
of thl* earth or (ravel haa alld away,
nrhlle both aidea of the road are giv-
ing away, one section having drop-
ped Bome five feet in the last few
month*. In addition to this the road-
way U only 15 feet wide between
guard raila. The county oiCflctala
reached that atage where they wot*
faced with enormoua expenditure*
<ven to aave the preaent roadway.
They were also confronted with the
reaUiatlon of the t»ct that the old
road would be a conatant azpanM.
and when they a«ked the engineers
for a report aa to the advlaabillty of
fixing up the preaetit roadway or en-
dorsing the proposal to construct a
"cut and fill" froro the trow of the
mountain to the Toronto-Hamilton
njghway entrance into the city, they
found that the latter scheme. In ad-
dltion to giving a practical, hlgh-
elaas highway with a 7 per cent,
grade, doing away with all the dan-
gers, would prove much cheaper, not
only to co'nstruct, but also to main-
tain. The government engineers
agreed with thia. Chief Engineer
George Hogarth stated that It would
coat a great deal more to repair
the old roadway than it would to
construct the new, and even with the
ImprovpmentB the old roadway
would still remain a dangerous
[horoughfare.

Mr. Wilson refers to this piece of
road as being part of Dundas street.
In this he errs, as It Is part of the
old town line road, running from
Hamilton to Ouelpb. Dundas street
runs from Toronto to London, cross-
ing the town line a'. Clapplsun's
Corners. He claims the old to\\n line
road could be straightened out by a
little filling in. The county's ex-
perience as indicated in their efforts
in 1919, when {10.000 was absolutely
thrown away, is to the contrary. Thn
engineers also disagree with Mr. Wil-
son, but then that Is a minor point
\Ylth the uncrowned king of Dundas.

The town lino road cut is being
tnade after a very careful survey of
the sit\iatlon. The new road, made
possible by the cut and fill, will
give a straight entrance Into the city
of Hamilton. Instead of winding
tiown the mountain.slde to water level
and then up again to the height of
the Desjardins canal bridge (93
feet) traffic will be taken straight
out from the brow of the mountain

to bridge No. I on the new approach
wsteni for the Toronto -Hamilton
highway. A seven per i-rnt. grade
will be maintained, and at no time
will traffic be less than 80 feet above
the level of the Dundas marsh. The
present road haa a drscent and
b«oent of 98 feet, which will be
ellminatid. The project haa had
the appioval of every engineer con-
•uited. of every county official and
of thousands of rural and city rata-
piyers v ho are vitally interested In
the immediate Improvement of the
system of roadway approaches Into
Kamilton. The government was
Uiged by the city of Hamilton to ha«-
rt:ii the work, in order to provide
employment for the city's yosv army
of unemployed. When completed
thik new road will serve to relieve the
congestion of traffic on the Toronto-
Kitmllton highway, as it will allow
the traffic from Hamilton, the Nia-
gara peninsula '^nd western Ontario
lo traverse the Dundaa street pro-
\mclal highway from Clapploon'a
Corners to Toronto. The work la be-
li.g done by D. O. Johnston A Bro.,
limited, of lirantford, at a cost of
$138, OOC. This firm was one of fif-
teen to tender on the work and their
tender was the lowest submitted, the
hlKhest being $271,UOO.

"The provincial minister of pub-
lic Works." said Mr. Wilson, "pur-
poses connecting up the Ancaster
road across the Toronto, Hamilton
and Buffalo railway tracks by means
of a subway at a cost of (60,000, and
along the Ancaster escarpment he
has torn down the mountain side
and filled In culverts and widened
the road to an altogether unneces-
sary extent, with the result that I

am safe In saying that the road be-
tween the city boundary of Hamil-
ton and the village of Ancaster will
cost. Including the subway, over
$100,000 per mile. The rallwway
traffic Is insignificant and It Is not
a dangerous crossing."

I would remind Mr. Wilson that
all level crossings are dangerous,
but some more so than others. The
levvel crossing over the T., H. & B.
tracks at Ancaster road Is one of the
worst in the province. It has been
the scene of many bad accidents,
the last one involving five people, all
killed outrljht and all members of
one family.

This death spot Is to be done
away with by the erection of a sub-
way. Permission for this was grant-
ed by the Dominion railway board
last Friday. Mr. Wilson says: "The
railway traffic is insignificant, and
It Is not a dangerous crossing." The
official traffic figures compiled by
my department for 12 days In May
last, and presented to the Dominion
railway board in support of applica-
tion for permission to construct a
subway, are as follows:

IS



Dkl*. V*h>elet. I>r>l««trlant. Tralni.

May S4 .... 401 to I

May It . ... ISl 111 S

May 14 . . .. 126 323 1

M.iy IS . . . . 47« M B

M;iy 1« . .. . 4»T IT 4

May 17 . ... 112 US S

Muy II . . . . 4S8 >1 7

May 19 . . . .

' 5«S »« .^

May :o . ... 150 12S 6

May 31 «IS 111 1

May 2 .... 491 90 7

May 23 ... . 788 12U 4

The abuvi' counti commenced at
7 11. in. and were continued until 8

p.m. un du(e« mt-nlloned. County
uffiilali* claimed that It was th«
worat Ume In the «ea«on lo taka
theae flKure*. the rainy weather
which prevailed tending to keep
down the traffic, which, according
to Warden John Moffat, of Ancaater,
iH uDually much In exceiis of theaa
flRure*.

D.^NOKR POIXT

Part of thla truffle ia tu and from
a big achool located a ahort dlatunct'

away. The tracka are not visible to
the eye until the driver of a vehicle
or the pedestrian is within a few
feet of the railway line. Th<» moat
practical, the moat permanent nnd
the nafest aolution ia the subway.
Our application to the railway board
had thp hearty aupport of the nf-
flclaltf of thone munlcipalitlps Intcr-
pated.

The roadway, a ^h"rt distance
from the T., H. & B. tracks. bcRlna
to climb up the eteep side o' the
mountain to the vlllaare (f An-
caater. where it stretchofl .ncrow
the table land fn Brantford. Thin la

a heavily travi>lod road and thi'

atprp hill has made It an esc«ed-
Injtly danKerous one, <>«pHCia'.ly ly

the roadway, In many spots, wn*- n\-
most suspended over sheer declines
of fifty and elxty feet, as the hlU
falls away from the roadway. The
road Is also a very win UnRr otii'.

Our plans called for the stralihten-
InK ou' of this road to ii reasonable
extent. We cut down those locky
«houI<'ers around which tho road-
way wound and in thfs way made
(loaelble a »<tralKht thorouKhf-'-e, a
safe distance from the edge of the
hill, thus doing away with the ex-
cessive danger spots which confront-
ed the driver of a vehicle every
thirty or forty feet in hia climb
up the mountain or in his deactn:.
The roadway will be of regulation
width and In some places
It has not been necessary to

Chang* tha coura* of tha old road in
any way. Tha coat of this work hut
bean •44,tO«.71. Tha coat of paving
that atratch of highway from tha
T., H. A H. tracka to the foor of th«
hill haa baan IIO.IIS, and It U Im-
poaallile to aacertain Juat how Mr.
Wllaon !irnvea at the eatlmata of
tlOO.OOO par mile for the pavement
from llumilton to Ancaater. The
roat of the aubway cannot be In-
cluded In the charges against tha
highway, for the aubway la an ur-
gent necMtlty. even If the highway
wu not being conatructed. The coat
of the subway la chargeable to the
lilghway na u who:e—from Hamilton
to Mr.'intford—and cannot be fairly
oaaesaed against the stretch Im-
medlatttly joining the railway
tracka.

BVILOINOS ARE R.\FE

Mr. Wllaon ia responsible fur an-
other mialeading statement:
"To revert to this Hanillton-Brant-

ford highway, I might aay that
buildings, including part of a
Hchoiil and a church may have to be

veil, although thla la out In the
couniy In the townships of B<»rton
and Ancaater."

There la not a achool building nor
a church In the county that will have
to be removed because of any plans
of the department of public high-
ways. The school Mr. Wilson refem
to ia over 80 feet from the roadway.
The church will not be interfered
with In any way, other than at some
future iiate there will be a pavea
walk running in front of the church
building Instead of the present dirt
walk or path.

Mr. Wilson: Laat year, on what .

a known aa the Dundaa-Waterloo
road, which is now covered by the
Hamilton-Kitchener highway, the
mlnleter of public works of Ontario
built a portion of road In the adjoln-
InK township of Ancaater. and alao
a section In the town of Dundaa. If
my hon. frienda will look up the act,
they will find that the Ontario High-
ways act gave him no authority to
go Into the town of Dundae and
build any pavement in that incor-
porated town. He built this road in
1320. The minister of public worka
of Ontario declared that he would do
more for the town of Dundas than
for any other portion of the country,
arid I think he did. He built this
section of road in the town of Dun-
6a6 without any authority. He built
that portion of the road. I sav. and
the understanding wae that the gov-
ernment would pay their ahare of It.

They then got the council to call for
tenders for the paving of the re-
maining portion through the town of

Id
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PundMi to link up with th* road
tlMt psMtfl th* plae* of ihc mlnlaur
of public woriM of Ontario, Th*y
cklUd for t*nd*ri, and thM« w*r*
for liet.ooo: lUl.ooe and |1SS.»»0
for that Motion of th* road that
paMM through th* town of Dundaa
on th* HamlTton-Klteh*n*r blfhway.
My contention waa. and atltl is, that
th* tow*«t t»r.J*r should hava batn
aec*pt*a. all other thln«a bailiff
•qual. But th* mlntatar of publie
work* of Ontario, Mr. Hogarth anA
Mr. Macl*an. had a a*rr*t maatin*
of thr council of th* town of OundM,
and gar* a contraet to th* Warran
Paving company at lltS.OOO, or
|13,U00 hlgh*r than th* lowaat t*n-
(l»r. What lnf*r*nc* Is to b* drawn
from that? Th*y built that pl*c* of
road In Dundaa. and found th*y
could not pay for it. Th*y cannot
pty for It undar thia act bacaua* it
waa built in 1»0: th*r*for* th* In-
fprrnc* i* that th* oontraet waa
givfn to th* /arran Paving com-
pony in ord*r to got an amount of
money to pay the diff*r*nc* b*tw**n
th* llOt.OOO and th* tllt.900.

ASTRAY IX FACTS
I brand th*** autamant* of Mr,

Wllaon'a aa falae. The provincial d«-
partment of highway* built thi* por-
tion of th* road to th* aame limit
a» waa originally the county road.
I nder the act w* have aa much au-
thority to build within towns or vil-
lages as within townships and it Is
our ordinary policy to aasump, as
part of provincial highways, all en-
trances to towns and villages pass-
ing aparshly occuplad land. Wa
pursued the same policy at Dunilaa
e« we did In every down In Ontario.
The addieional width, with curb and
gutter, was built at the request of
the Dundaa (</unell and will be paid
for by the municipality. Our actions
In reference to thr town of Dundas
are Mrlctly In arrordance with sec-
tion 28 of the Provincial Highway
ai't.

Mr. 'Wilson's statement that Mr.
.Mai'lean, Mr. HoKarth and myself
had a secret meeting with the coun-
cil of Dundas is absolutely untrue.
We never met the council of Dundas.
.Mr. Hogarth waa asked to attend a
meeting when the question of ten-
ders was under consideration. He
did 80, as the department's represen-
tation, and as the department waa
Interested he had a perfect right to
do so. It la true that the lowest
tender was not accepted. There was
just reason for this. The Warren
Paving company was the only firm
tendering ready to do the entire
work itself. The other tenderers
were in the position that they would
be forced to sublet the work, with
the result that we would have been

fao*4 with dlvi4*4 reaponalMIUy ana
uncertain guaranteea where mer*
than on* contractor waa engaged lr<
a dngle pleo* of work. Th* laying
of Mvament rwqulrea eaperleRc* and
•kill on the part of the contractora.
.V*lth*r of the oth*r two tend*r*ra
have any aaubllahed standing aa
paving contractor* in th* laying or
aaphalt and eoncrat*. Th* long and
conMani *gp*rl*nc* of th* Warr*n
Paving I ompany waa such as to justi.
ty any bustn*** man showing prefer-
ence for their tender In vl*w of the
•mall dirferenc* involved. I would
remind Mr. Wltaon that the town
council awardad th* tender, not th*
d*partm*nt of public highways,
which ia only offering the same as-
sistance to Dundaa that w* are giv-
ing to other town* wh*n conatruct-
Ing 'he connecting links In th* high-
way.

SnUi IM WROMO
Speaking of tha Hamilton-Dun-

lias highway, Mr. Wilaon aaid: 'Th*
road la thirty f**t wid*. Th* min-
iater of publie worlca of tha provinco
than that. H* 1* d*t*rmin*d to
mak* that rood wider. Th* road ia
a good road but th* contention I
mak* ia that If we allow th* min-
Istsr fo public work* of th* province
of Ontario to carry out such an ex-
travagant acheme, certain portion*
of the country will be favored and
other portiona will be neglected.
Now he ia expropriating 16 to m
feet op each side of the road and )»
U paying the people for that landU the rate of )1285 per a^re. A
conatltuent said they expropriated
his property and the reason they
gave waa that the Hon. Mr. Bigg's
purposes, on this road trOm Hamil-
ton to Windsor, to use this 12, or 15,
or 18 feet, whatev«'r It may be, for
the purposes of building a boulevard
between these two cities."
The falae nature of these state-

ments will be realized when It is
uudetatood that the department ia
tut pursuing a general policy and
.-hat the Paradise road pavement will
never be any wider than It ia at the
present time. We do not contem-
plate the construction of a boulevard
(m the Dundas road. To secure ade-
quate road allowance on each sldu
of the pavement providing for pedes-
trians, power lines, telephone llneit

atid tree- maintenance, as well an
rirace (or the sidewalk the township
of Ancaster has applied for, we have
c.v|iropriated some 7',^ acres of land,
running in a narrow strip along the
present highway. Thf.s will take the
pedestrians off this important link
ill the highway, where the traffic Is

to heavy. Mr. Wilaon'a figures are
t'ur fetched. Our plans do not and
never did call for a boulevard nor for
an extension of the pavement. The
enine policy pertains to the entire
highway from Quebec to Windsor.

IB





Hi^sland

Road map showiii},' the provincial
iShvvays referred to in the charges ]n
Gordon C. Wilson against the Hon.
. C. I.iggs and the department of
ubhc highways. The provincial high-
ways are marked in heavy black lines
his map is from the map in the office
f the county clerk. It will be readilv
een that the road cros.sing the Uiggs
asture lands is not a provincial high-
Vay. as stated by Wentworth's repre-
l^ntative in the honsc of commons, but
a county road for which the countv

fnincil of Wentworth is responsii)lc.
he map gives a clear and accurate
escription of that part of the countv
est of Hamilton.
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RATE OF WAGB8 PAID
Mr. Wileon—'La«'. year team* were

paid $10 per day; foremen $6.50 p«r
day and board; roller engineer, $7.50
a day and board. For a five-ton
truck, $50 ptir day, iincludinf tJie

driveir, viae paid, and for a two-ton
truck. $22. Till iH-r day. Thorf were
18,712 lineal feet of ditching at 60
cents a foot; l,6.'i5 lineal fee: of
drain at 70 cents a foot: 35.849 ton*
of screening at $3.60 per ton.

The reply to thla charge i« that
our work ie done by contraoto«». who
pay no more than the exiating rate
oi wages. There is not a contractor
in the busine«3 who is going to pay
more than he liae to for labor. The
department'* only Initereet is to see
that the prevailing rates of labor are
paid. The contmctors are well able
to prove that they paid no more than
wa« neceasary to secure the woirk-
men. In epite of labor costs we
have been repeE'tedly asked by the
various >municipalitie« to enlarge our

efforrti m, order that additional work
may be provided for the many un-
e-mployed men to be encountered In

every comintiunlty In thl« province.

In conclusion. I desire to refer to
one other insulting reference direct-
ed at me. Mr. Wi:son states that in

mt'O I had an act, No. 116, paesed
iTrtividlng far payment to property
holdfivj for nny land expropriated for

the purposes of a pro\i!ncia.l high-
way, and that in this way I provided
for compenaation to myself for the
••h".;nd concession" running through
my pasture lande. which has recent-
ly been opened. Let me emphaitioal-
ly state that this act appiiea only
to provincial roade and DOES NOT
apply to tihis road allov 'nee, whiich
is a COl'XTY road, NOT k. PROVIN-
CIAL highway. The act doe* not
apply to a foot of road in the county
of Wentworth. It has not been made
use of. and wi'.l not be made use of
in the county of Wentworth, and It

is NOT retroactive.

The Tuna* "Job Pnnt
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Editorial Comment

J

The HamiltoH Spectator, referring to the reply of Hon. Mr. Biggs to certain statements made in the

House of Commons, said editorially:—
The reply of the Hon. F. C. Biggs to the charges made in the federal house against

him and his road policy by Mr. Gordon C. Wilson, member for Wentworth county, deserves

the most careful perusal, in the interest of justice and fair play. The statement is some-

what lengthy, necessarily, for the accusations were varied and numerous, and require a de-

tailed rebuttal. This they get from Mr. Biggs, who takes the charges seriatim, and dis-

proves every one in turn. In some important respects, facts liave been grossly misrep-

resented, and in other instances insinuations have been made entirely unjustified by actual

circumstances. Mr. Biggs has no difficulty whatever in dispo.sing of the malicious and

prejudiced tirade which has been directed against liim. in i)articular, and the highways de-

partment in general. He is able to repudiate most effectually, l)y an appeal to statistics,

the assertion that the county of Wentworth is favored in the matter of road-building above

other counties. As a matter of fact, Wentworth stands eiglith on the list in respect of

mileage.

Specific charges brought by the member for Wentwortli. in which he boldly imputed

selfish motives to the highways minister in prosecuting certain .sections of the provincial

scheme, fall absolutely to the ground. All the roads under construction are main arteries

leading to important centers. Hamilton, on account of its geographical situation and in-

dustrial importance, is known as the hub of the provincial good roads system, and a ref-

erence to the map will show why. The nature of the local territory, also, the hills and ra-

vines and marshes, makes construction work expensive.

Mr. Wilson has mixed up highways with county roads in the most reckless manner
and represented changes, involving actual loss to Mr. Biggs, as deliberately engineered

by that minister for his own benefit; he has. moreover, made the minister responsible for

undertakings which were decided upon long before he came into office, and shown himself

to be badly misinformed on many vital points. The full details must be sought from the

minister's own statement, which constitutes a perfect answer to the insinuations which

have been made. It will be very difficult for Mr. Wil.son to maintain his position in view

of this complete and logical refutation.




