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X 0p the various theories advanced on the origin of -
_ the North American Indians, none has been so en-"
'/ tirely satisfactory as to command a general assent; -
© and on this point many and different opinions are .
- yet held. The late De Witt Clinton, Governor of
. the State of New York, a man who had given no
- slight consideration to subjects of this nature, main-
- tained that they were of Tatar origin; others have
i thought them the descendants of the Ten Tribes,
i or. the offspring of the Canaanites expelled by Jo-
; shua. The opinion, however, most commonly en-
. i tertained is, that the vast continent of North Ame-
rica was peopled from the Northeast of Asia; in.
proof of which it is urged that every peculiarity, -
. whether in person or disposition, which characteri-
1 ses the Americans, bears some resemblance to the
1 rude tribes scattered over the northeast of Asia, -

i
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but almost none to the nations settled on the north.
ern extremity of Europe. Robertson, however,
gives a new phas2 to this question; from his au-
thority we learn that, as early as the ninth century,
the Norwegians discovered Greenland and planted
colanies there. The communication with that coun-
try, after a long interruption, was renewed in the
Jpgt eentury, and through v oravian missionaries, it

18 now ascertained that the Esquimaux speak the

same language as the Greenlanders, :nd that they
are in everyrespect the same people. By this de-
cisive fagt, not only is the consanguinity of the
Greenlanders with the Esquimaux established, but
also the possibility of peepling America from the
north of Europe demonstrated, and if ot America,
then of course of Newfoundland also, and thus it
appears within the verge of possibility, that the ori-
mal inhabitants of this Island may be descendants
of Europeans, in fact merely a distinet tribe of the
Esquimaux. At a meeting of the Philosophical
Society held in England some few years age, the
subject of the Red Indians of Newfoundland was
brought under discussionby Mr, Jukes, the gentle-.
man who conducted the geological survey ‘of this -
Island ; and Dr. King, a name well-known among
seientific men, gave it as his opinipn, founded on
historical evidence, going so far back as the period

* of Sebastian Cabut, that they were reully an Es,

quimaux tribe. Others are of opinigs, founded on
some real or presumed affinity between the vocabu-
lary of the one people with that of the other, that
the Indian tribes of North America and the origis
nul inhabitants of Newfoundland, called by themn-
solves ‘‘Baeothicks,” and by Buroprans ¢ Red Ius

gisny,” are of the same descent,
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The enquiry, howerer, into the mere origin of 3
people is one more curious in its nature than it is

ealculated to be useful, and failure in attempting to

diseover it need excite but little regret ; but it is
snuch to be lamented that the early history of the
Baeothick isshrouded in such obscurity, that any at-
tempt to penetrate it must be vain:” All that we
know of the tribe 3s it existed in past ages, is deri-
ved frow tradition handed down to us chiefly thro'
the Micmacs ; and even from this source, doubtful
and uncertain as sych anthority confessedly is, the
amount of information conveyed to us is both scanty
and imperfect, From such traditionary facts we
gather, that the Bosothicks were once a powerful
and numerous tribe, like their neighbouring tribe
the Micmacs, and that for a long period these tribes

were on friendly terms and inhabited the western
shores of Newfoundland in common, together with -
other parts of the Island as well as the Labrador, .
and this good understanding - continued until some

tme after the discovery of Newfoundland by
Cavbot ; but it was at’ length violently 1nter-

rupted by the Micmacs, who, to ingratiate them. .

selves with ‘the French, who at that time held
the sway in these parts, and who had taken oft
fence at some proceeggngé of the Beeothicks, slew
two Red Indians with the intention of taking their
heads, which they had severed from the bodies, to
the French. "This wanton and unproyoked out.
rage was discovered by the Beeothicks, who gave

no intimation of such discovery, but who, after.

consulting togsther, determined on revenge, The
mvited -thie bMicmacs to a fvast, and arranged their

uests in such order that every Bescthick had g

Micimge by hig side s gt a preconsprted signal every

‘e . - .

H
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Baeothick slew his guest. War of eourse ensued
Firearms weie but little known to the Indians at
that time, but they soon came into more general use
among such tribes as continued to hold intercourse
with Europeans. This circumstance gave the -Mic-
macs an undisputed ascendancy over the Beeothicks,
~ who were forced to betake themselves to the recess-
" es of the interior and other parts of the Island,
“alarmed, as well they might be, at every report of
the firelock. What may be the present feelings of
the Red Indians, supposing any of the tribe to be
yet living, towards the Micmacs we know not; but
‘we do know that the latter cherish feelings of un-
mitigated hatred agamst the very name of “Red
Indian.”

When Cabot dxscovered Newfoundland in 1497
he saw Savages, whom he describes as “ painted
with red ochre, and covered with skins.” Cartier
in 1534 saw tbe Red Indians, whom he describes
** as of good stature,—wearing their hair in a bunch
on the top ot the head, and adorned with feathers.”
In 1574 Frobisher having been driven by the ice on

_the coast of Newfoundland, induced some of the
natives to come on board, and with one of them he
sent five sailors on shore. whom he never saw again ;

" on this account hg seized cne of the Indians, who

died shortly after arriving in England.

As soon after the discovery of Newfoundland as
its valuahle fisheries Lecame known, vessels from
various countries found their way hither, for the
purpose of catching whales, and of following other
pursuits connected with the fishery. Among those
early visiters was a Captain Richard Whitburne,
who commanded a ship of 300 tons, belongingto “one
\aaster(,otmn ot South-hampto:” and who fished ag
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- Trinity.  This Captain Whitburne, in a work puB-

lished by him in 1622, describing the coast, fishery,
soil, and .produce of Newfoundland, says, ‘the na-

- tives are ingenious and apt by discreet and moder-

ate government, to be brought to obedience. Many
of them join the French and Biscayans on the
Northern coast, and work hard for them about fish,
whales, and other things ; receiving for their labor

. some bread or trifling trinkets.” They believed, ac-

cording to Whitburne, that they were created from
arrows stuck in the ground by the Good Spirit, and
that the dead went into a far country to make mer-
ry with their friends. - Other early voyagers also
make favourable mention of the natives, but not-

~ withstanding this testimony, it is evident, even from

information given by their apologist Whitburne

. himself, that the Red Indians werenot exempt from

those pilfering habits which, in manyinstances, have
marked the conduct of the inhabitants of newly dis-
covered Islands on their first meeting with Euro—

_ pesns. Whitburne, when expressing his readiness
- to adopt measures tor opening a trade with the In-

dians. incidentally mentions an instance where their

. thievish propensities were displayed.—He says, « I
. am ready with my life and means whereby to find
. out some new trade with the Indians of the coun-
- try, for they have great store of red ochre, which
- they use to colour their bodies, bows, arrows, and

canoes. The canoes are built in shape like wher-
ries on the river Thames, but that they are much

. longer, made with the rinds of birch trees, which-
. they sew very artificially and close together, and
. overlay every seam with turpentine.  In like man-

i
M
i

. ner they sewthe rinds of birch -trees round and

deep in proportion like a brass kettle; to boil their
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mieat in; which hath been proved to mé by thred
mariners of a ship riding at anchor by me—who
being robbed in the night by the savages of their
apparel and provisions, “did next day seek after and
~came suddenly to where they had setupthree tents
and weré feasting ; they hiad three potsmade ofthe
rinds of trees s*t'mdmo' each of themon stones, boil-
ing with fowls in each they bad also many such
pots so sewed, and which were full of yolk of eges
that they had boiled hard and so dried, and which
the savages do use in their broth. The_v had great
store of skins of:deer, beaver, bears, otter, seal, and
divers other fine shins, which were well dressed ;

they had also great store of several sorts of fish . :

dried. By shooting off a musquet towards them,
they all ran away without any apparel but only their
hats on, which were made of seal skins, n fashion
like our hats, sewed handsomely witlr narrow bands
and set round with fine white shels. Allthe canoes,
flesh, skins, yolks of eggs, bows, arrows, and much
fine ochre and divers other- things did the ship’s
eompany take and share among them.” And from
Whitburne's time up to 1818 have complaints been
made of thefts committed by the Indians. To the
Northward the settlers, as they allege, had many
effects stole from them—o2¢ individual alone made
a deposition to the effect that he had lost through
the depredviions of the Indians, property to thé
amount of £209.

Now whether in sueh thefts (although they weré
enly of a petty character) we are to trace the origin
of that murderous warfar« 50 relentlessly camcd orf
bv the Whites against the Red Indians, or whe~
ther the atrocitics of the former, were the rcsult of
brutal igroranee and a wanton dierogard of human
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life, cannot fiow be determined,—we have on Iy the la-
‘mentable fact before us, that to a set of men not on-

ly destitute of all religious principle, but also of the
_common feelings of humanity, the pursuit and
“slaughter of the Red Indian became a pastime—an
‘amusement—eagerly sought after—wantonly and
.barbarously pursued, and in the issue fatally, and it
- may be added, awfully successful. |

For the greater part of the seventeenth century
the history of the Red Indians present a dreary
‘waste—no sympathy appears to have been felt for
" them, and no efforts were made to stay the hands of
theirmerciless destroyers. In their attempts toavoid
the Micmac, their dire enemy, they fell in the path.
~of the no less dreaded White, and thus year after -
"‘%éar passed away, and the comparatively defericeless
/Beeothick found, only in the grave,a refuge and rest
‘from his barbarous and powerful foes. During the
“Jong period just adverted to, the Red Indian was
“regarded by furriers, whose path he sometimes cross-
“€d, and with whose gains his necessities compelled

“him . sometimes to interfere, with as little compas-

sion as they entertained for any wild or dangerous

"beast of the forest, and were shot or butchered with

as little hesitation. A: d barbarities of this nature be-
came at length so eoinmon, that the attention of the
Government was directed to it ; and in 1786 a pro-

‘clamation was issued by Governer Elliot, in which

it is stated ‘* that it having been represented to the

“ King that his subjects residing in this Island do
““ often treat the Indians with the greatest inhuma-

“nity, and frequently .destroy them without the

““Jeast provocation or remorse ; it was therefore his
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. # Majesty‘s pleasure that all means should be used

‘g discover and apprehend all who may be guilty
“ of murdering any of the said Indians, in order that
“ such offenders may be sent over to England to be
** tried for such capital crimes.” In 1797 Governor
Waldegrave issued a proclamation of a similar cha-
racter, which docivment also adverts to the cruelties
to whieh the Incians were subject at the hands of
hunters, fishermen and others..—And again in 1802
a proclamation of a like description was also issued.

In 1803 a native Indianwas for the first time taken
alive—this was a female,—she was captured at the
northern part of the Island, being surprised by a
fisherman while paddling her canoe towards a small
island in quest of birds’ eggs.She was carried to St.

‘John's and taken to Government-house, where she
was kindly treated, She admired the epaulets of the

cfficers more than any thing she saw, but appeared

‘to value her own dress mare highly, for although

presents were given her, and indeed whatever she

‘asked for, she would never let her own fur garments

go out of her hands. In the hope that if this woman
were returned to her tribe, her own description of
‘the treatment shehad reseived, and the presents she
would convey to her people, may lead to a friendly

- communication being opened with the Red Indians,

a gentleman residingin Fogo, (Mr. Andrew Pearce)

* in the vicinity of which place the woman was taken,

was authorised to hire men for the purpose of return-
ing her in'safety to her tribe, She was accordingly
put under the care of four men, and the manner in
which they dealt with lrer is recounted in the fol-

L et S

ANAEEI g e
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lawing copy of a letter, written by one ofthem, and x
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addressed to Mr, Trounsell, who was the Admi-
ral’s Secretary :—He says, “ This is to inform you
“ that I could get no men until the 20th August,
‘ when we proceeded with the Indian to the Bay of
“ Exploits, and there went with her up the river as
“ far as we possibly could for want of more strength,
* and there let her remain ten days, and when § re-

- ““turned the rest of the Indians had carried her off -

“into the country. I would not wish to have ang

- “more hand with the Indians, in case you will sen

“ round aud insure payment fora number of men to
* go in the country in the winter. The people do
*“ not hold with civilizing the Indians, as they ti.ink
“ that they will kill more than they did before,

(Signed,)  “WirLiam CuLL.”

This letter, or at least the latter part of it, is not
easily understood ; but there is nothing either in its
diction or its tone to remove the doubt which, at the
time the letter was written, was entertained as ta
the safety of the poor Indian, and which still rests
ugon her fate—a strong suspicion was felt, and
which has never been removed, that Cull had not
dealt fairly with her. " Cull heard that such an opi-
nion was entertained, and expressed a strong desire
to “ get hold of the fellow who said he had mur-
*dered the Indian woman.”, A gentleman who
knew Cul}r well, said, ¢ if ever the person who char-

- *“ ged him with the crime, comes within the reach of

* Cull'sgun, andalonggunit is, that cost £7 at Fogo,

*“* he’is as dead as any ot the Red Indiais which Cull
“ has often shot,” Cull received £50 for capturing

the woman, and a further sum of £15 for her mains

- fonance,
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" In 1807 a proclamation was issued by Governor -
Holloway, offering a reward of £50 “to such person
“ or persons as shall be able to induce or persuade
“ any of the male tribe of native Indians to attend
“ them to the town of St. John’s ; also all expenses
* attending their journey or passage,” and the same
reward was offered to any person who would give
information of any murder committed upon the bo-
dies of the Indians. |

In, 1809, the Government, not satisfied with :
merely issuing praclamations, sent a vessel to Ex- '
ploit’s Bay, in order if possible to meet with the In- -
dians. Lieuterant Spratt, who commanded the ves- :
sel, had with him a picture representing the officers
of the Royal Navy, shaking hands with an Indian .

. chief—-a party of sailors laying goods at his feet—a : .

European and Indian mother lookingat their réspec- |
tive childrey ofthe same age—Indian men and wo- ;
men presenting furs to the officers, and a young sa1l- *

or looking ‘admiration at an Indian girl.. Theex- | -
pedition, however, did not meet with any of the @
tribe. ‘ L v
._ In the following year. 1810, several efforts were * ¢
made to open a communication with thenatives,and * 1r
to-arrest the destruction to whichthey were exposed - ee
—first, a proclamation was issued by Sir Johm ' ke
Duckworth, stating that the native Indians, by the | b,

tll treatment of wicked persons, had been driven
from all communication with His Majesty's subjects, '

=

2
o ol

and forced to take refuge in the woods, and offering ,;;,'pic

a reward of £100 toany person who should, touse idis
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the words cf the proclamation, * genercusly and

€IMOr © s peritoriously exert himself to biing abeut and es-
.-rs:)ln “ tablish ona firm and settled footing an intercougse
n 4 a4ty 3

Juade * with thenatives; and imoreover, that such persons

ttend -« h6u1d be Lenorably menticned to His Majesty.”

isggne In the saine year a proclamation was also issued,
BIV® . addressed exclusively to the Micmacs, the Esqui
2bo- - ymaux, and American Indiansfregquenting the Island.
- recommending them to live in harmony with the
Red Indians, and threatening punishment toany who
should injure them ; and early in the same year,
William Cull, the same persen who hasbeen spoken
of, with six others, and two Micinacs, set out upon
the river Exploits, then frozen cver,in quest of their
residence in theinterior of the ccountry. On the
. fourth day, having travelled 60 milcs, they discover-
¢ -ed a building on the bank cf the river, about 40 or
. 50 feet long, and nearly as wide. 1t was construct-
ed of wood, and covercd with the rinds of trees, and
skins of deer. It contained large quantities.of veni-
 son, estimated to have been the choicest parts of at
1€ - least 100 deer—the flesh was in junks, entirely di-
> 7 vested of bone, and stored in bexes made of birch
and spruce rinds=—each box containing about tiwvo
cwt. Thetongues and hearts ere placed in the
middle of the packages. 1In this structiire, says the
~ celebrated William Cull, we saw three lids of tin tea -
¢ kettles, which he belicved to be the very same given

the | by Governor Ganibicr to the Indian woman he was'
‘ven ; entrusted to restcre to her tribe.  'Whether Cull,
ats, by this very opportunc discovery, removed the sus-

ang - picion that attached itselftotkemannerin which hie
‘88 gdischarged the trust cormitted to him, deesnot 8pi
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therstore-house considerably largerthan the former,
~ but the ice being bad across the river, it was not ex-
aminged, Two Indians were seen, but avoided all
communication with the Whites, - The two store-
houses stood rpposite carh other, and from the mar-
gin cf the river on-each: siddethere extended for some
miles into the country, high fences erected for the
purpose of conducting the. deer to the river, and
along the margin of the lake in the neighbourhood
of those storevhou\,es. were also erected extensive
fences, on ezchiside, in order to prevent the deer
when they had taken the water from landing, It
_would appear that as socn as aherd of deer, few or
~many, enter the water, the Indians who are upon the
watch, lapnch their canoes, and .the parallel fences
preventing the re-landing of the deer, they become
an easy prey to their pursuers; and the {)mldmgs
before described are depots 1ar their recepthn. o

Captnin Buchan's expedxtlon,too, which is gene- di

rally, but erraneously spoken of as having been made |
in the winter of 1815 and 1816, in the course of :
which two of hismen were killed, wasalso commene~
ed in the autumn of this same year, 1810 Subse- %
.qumtly, indeed, he made one or two' journeys inta
the interior, but only on the one occasion did he
meet with any of the natives. . Tho official account
“of his chief excursion is dated tbe 23rd Qctouer.
1811, and is as follows :—

" % Mr, Buchan went in the autumn to the ene ;
trarce of the River Exploits, and there anchox'ed

ins veseel, which soon hecame fixed in the 1ce Hq lgac

9
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5:  then began his march into theinterior, aecompanied
2r, . by 24 of his crew and three guides, and having pe-
X~ netrated about 130 miles, discovered some wigwams
all of the Indians. He surrounded them, and their in-

e- habitants, in number about seventy-five persons,
ar- . became inhis power, He succeeded in overcoming -
ne  their extreme terror, and soon established a good
he . undcrstandingwith them, Four men, amongwhom

1d ; was their chief, accepted his invitation to accompa-
>d 7y him bagk to the place, where, as he explained to
ve : them by signs, he had left some presents, which he
ser . designed for them. The confidence by this time
It - existing was mutual, and so great, that two ot Mr,
or . Buchan's people, marines, requested to remain
he . with the Indians ; they were allowed to do so, and
e . Mr, Buchan set outon his return to his depot with
: the remainder of his party and the four Indians.
i They continued together for about six miles, to the
3 fire-place of thenight before, when the chief declined .
3 -going any further, and with one of his men togk leave,
4 directing the other two to go on with Mr, Buchan,
% They did so, until they came near the place to whieh
of : they were to be conducted, when one o}) them became
ic- ; apparently pabic-struck and fled, beckoning to his
3- % companionta follaw him. But the tempers of the
1o twomen were different, thelatter remained unshak-
he | eninhis determination, and with a cheerful cnunte-
m¢ i pance, and air of perfect confidence in the good fith
of his new allies. he motioned to them with his handa
| ta preceed, disregarding his companien and seeming
to treat with scorn Mr, Buchan’s invitation to depart
7 freelyifhechosetadaso, Soon afterwards the pars
2d ; tyreached their rendezvousz---slept there cnenight,
& leaded themselves with the presents and returued

5

- -~
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asain towards their Wigwams. The behaviout
of the Indian remained the same--he contime
ued to show a generous confidence, and the
whole tenor of his conduct was such as Mr.
Buchan could not witness without a feeling of es-
teem for him. Onarriving at the wigwams they were

‘found deserted, which thiew the Indian into great

alarm. Many circumstances determined Mr. Buc+
han to let him be at perfect liberty, and this treat-
ment revived his spirits, The party spent the night
at the Wigwams, and continued their route in the
morning. They had preceeded about a mile, when,
being a little in advance of the rest, the Indian was
seen to start suddenly backwards ; he screamed
loudly and then fled swiftly,which rendered pursuitin
vain. The cause of flight was understood when Mr.
Buchan the next moment, beheld upon the ice, head-
less and pierced by the arrows of the Indians, the na-
ked bodies of his two marines. Analarmhad, it is evi-

dent,been given by thesavage who deserted the party S

at the rendezvouz, and it is supposed that to justify
his eonduct in so deserting, he had abused his coun-
trymen with a tale which had excited them to what
they perhaps considered a just retalia:iz:;. Thusen-
ded an enterprise whick was conducted with an abi~
lity, zeal, perseveranc: znd manly endurance of - ex-
treme hardship, which merited abetter success.~<
When the spring became sufficiently advanced Mu.
Buchan returned with his vessel to St. John’s, and at
once sought and obtianed permission from the Gov-
ernor to return in the summer, in the hopethat as the
natives came in that scason down the rivers to fish
and hunt, he might the more‘easily fallin with them.

dn this expeetation, however, he was disappointed;
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ottt ‘ag he only succeeded in merely discovering some
nin-  “recent traces of them. Captain Buchan, still san-
the - guine of success, requested permission to winter in
Mr. St. John’s, that he may be in readiness to take the
es- earliest of the ensuing spring to go in quest of them
‘ere iagain. This wasacceded to ; but of the movements
reat - of Captain Buchan, in consequence of this arrange-
uc+ ‘ment, there is norecord,it is only kngwn that no addi-
1at<  itional discoveries were made—Dbut trom the facts as-
‘ght  icertained by Captain Buchan in his first excursion,
the the authorities felt satisfied the number of the In-
ien, idians had been greatly underrated. Captain Buc-
was ‘han was of opinion they could not be less (in the
1ed iwhole) than three hundred persons. Now thisis
tin .an important fact, as it gaes far to disprove the gen-
-ar. :erally received opiniop that the tribe is extinct, in-
ad- jasmuch as that opinion was formed from the repre-
na- isentations of the decreased numbers of her tribe,

avi- fmade by the Indian woman taken in 1823, but the
rty faccuracy of the whole statement there is much rea-
ify #son'to doubt. In the course of this narrative we

- shall be brought to the details of her statement,
1at when a closer comparison of the conflicting accounts
:n- can be made.
%% & The several proclamations issued. in favor of the
-- Red Indian, seem to have been entirely disregarded:

#—the work of extermination proceeded, and the
Asovernment again thought it necessary to express
4ts abhorrence of the murders that were continually
beirig’ perpetrated, and to threaten punishment to
he guiilty. Accordinglya proclamation, in the name-
®f the Prince Regent, was issucd by Sir R. Keatsin
4813, fo the same effect. and offering the same re-

»
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ward as the ptevieus ones. For the next four years, -
or from 1814 to 1818, no additional efforts were
made for the benefit of the Indians; but complaints
were made by various persons durmg that period,—
residents to the northward,—of thefts, which it was .
alleged were committed by the Indians, In conse- -
quence of these repeated losses, the person who
had sustained the greatest injury, amounting to .
about £150, made application'to the Government
- for permission to follow the property a and regain it, °
if possible. This permission being given, a party of -
ten men left the Exploits on the 1st of Mareh, 1819, -
with a most anxious desire, as they state, Of being *
able to take some of the Indians, and thus, throug]h :
them, to open a fnendly commumcauon with the -
rest. The leader of the party giving strict orders -
not on any account to commmence hostilities with- |
out positive directions. On the 2nd March a few °
wigwams were seen and examined, they appeared |
to be frequented by the Indians during spring and g
autumn for the purpose of killing deer. On the |
3rd a fire placed on the side of a brook was seen, -
where some Indians had recently slept. On the 4th
the party reached a store-house belonging to' the f ‘
Indians, and on entering it they found five traps be-
longing to and recognized as the property of per-
sons in Twillingate, as also part°of a beat's jib—
footsteps also were seen about the store-house, and F
these tracks were followed with speed and caution.” *
“On the Sththe party reached a very large pond,and ; !
foot-marks of two or more Indians were dlstlnctly T
dxscovered and soon after an Indian was sven walk- : *
ing in the direction of the spot where the party 3
were concealed, while three other Indians were pet:| 1
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ceived further off and goingin a contrary direction,

The curiosity of the whole party being strongly ex-
cited, the leader of them showed himself opcnly on
the point. When the Indian discovered him she
was for a moment motmnlcss, then screamed vio-
lently and ran off—at this time the persons in pur-
suit were in ignorance as to whether the Indian was
male or female. Ore of the party. immediately
started in pursuit, but did not gain on her until he
had taken off his ]acket and rackets when he camne
up with her fast ; as she kept looking back at her
pursuer over her shoulder ; he dropped his gun on
the snow and held up his hands to shew her he was
unarmed,and on pointing to his gun, which was sqme
distance behind, she stopped—he did the samc,

then he advanced and gave her his hand, she gave
her’s to him, and to all the panty as they came up.

Seven or eight Indians were then seen repeatedly
running off and on the pond, and shortly three of
them came towards the | party—the woman spoke to
them, and two of the Indians joined the English,

while the thl,l;d ‘remained some one hundred )ards
off. ~ Something being observed tnder the cassock
of one ofthe Indians, “he was searched and a hatch-
et taken from him. The two Indians then took hold
of the man who had seized the Indian woman, and

) _éndeavoured to force her away irom him, but not

succeeding in this, he tried to get pnssession of
three different guns, and at last 3ucceeded I get-

ing hold of one, which he tried to wrest from the
man who held it ; not being able to‘accomplish this,
the Indian seized the Enghshman by the throat,
and the danger being imminent, three shots were.
fired, all so sxmultaneouslv that.it appeared as if
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only one gun had been discharged. The Indian
dropped, and his companions immediately fled. In
extenuation of this, to say the least of it, most de-
plorable event, it is said, *could we have intimida-
*ted him, or persuaded him to leave us, or even
* have seen the others go off, we should have been
~ *“most happy to have been spared using violence—
*“but when it is remembered that our small party
* were in the heart of the Indian ecountry, a hun-
*“dred miles from.any European settlement, and
** that there were in our sight at times, as many In-
“ dians as our party amountedeto, and we could not
**ascertain how many were in the woods that we
* did not sce, it could not be avoided with safety to
‘ ourselves. Had destruction been our object, we
* might have carried it much farther.”

" The death of this Indian was subsequently brought
before the Grand Jury, and that body having en-
quired into the circumstances connected with 1t, in
its report to the Court makes the following state-
. ment :—*“It appears that the deceased came to his
““ death in consequence of an attack on the party in
“ search ot them, and his sabsequent obstinacy, and
““ not desisting when repeatedly menaced by someof
- ““ the party for that purpose, and the peculiarsitua-
“tion of the searching party und their men, was
“such as to warrant their aeting on the defensive.”

Now; taking the foregoing report as given by the
leader of the expedition, and in which there ean be
no question but that the conduct of the English
party is as favourably represented as it possibly
could be, yet does the statement detailed afford no
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. éxecuge for the Indian, and is the word “ obstina-

cy’ as.applied by the Grand Jury, applicable to
m ? | _ |

It may not be forgotten that the Indian was sur-
prised in. the  heart of his own country”—tread-
g his own soil-—within sight of his home——that
home was invaded by armed men of the same race
with those who had inflicted on his tribe irreparable
injuries—his wife was seized by them—his attempts
to release her, which ought to have been respected,
were violently resisted,—and then, maddened by
the bonds and captivity of his wife, he continues,
with a courage and devotion to her which merited
a far differentfate, singly his conflict with ten arured
men—he is:shiot, and his death is coldly ascribed to
his “ obstinacy.” Had the Indian tamely permitted
his wife to have been carried away from him——had
he without feeling or emotion witnessed the separas
tion: of the mother from her infant child, then in-
deed little sympathy would have been felt for him—
and yet it is précisely because he did show that he
possessed feelings commmon to us all, and without
the possession of which man becomes more degra-
ded than the brute, that he was shot. Thus perisi:ed
the ill-fated husband of poor Mary March, and she
‘herself, from the moment when her hand was touch-
ed by the white man, became the child of sorrow,
a character which never left her, until she became
shrouded in an early tomb. - Among her tribe she
was known as “ De mas do weet,"—her husband’s
name was ““No nos baw sut.” ' o

“In an official report- Mary March is deserib=d as

—
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« young woman of about twenty-three years of age—
of a gentle and interesting disposition, acquiring and
retaining without any difficulty any words she was
taught. She had one child, whe, as was subsequent-
ly ascertained,-died a couple of days after its mo-
ther's.capture.. Mary March:was first taken to Twil-
lingate, where she was placed under the care of the
Reyd. Mr. Leigh, Episcopal Missionary, who, upon
the opening of.the season, came with her to St.
John's. She neverrecovered from the effects of her
grief at the death of her husband —her health rapid-
ly declined, aud the Government, with the view.of
restoring.her to hertribe,. sent a small sloop-of-war
with her to the northward, with orders to her Com-
mandef to proceed to the summer haunts of the In-
dians j from this attempt, however, he returned un-
successful. " Captain’ Buchan, in the Grashopper,
was subsequently sent to accomplish the same ob-
jeet. Heleft St. John's in September, 1819, for the
Exploits, but poor :Mary March died on board the
vessél ai the mouth of theriver. . Captain Buchan
had her body carried up the lake, where he left it in
acoffin, in a place'where it was probable her tribe
would find her,—traces of Indians were seen while
the party” was on its .way up,—and in:. fact, al-
though-unaware ofit, Captain Buchan and his men
were watched hy a party of Indians, who that winter
were e,ncz’unpetfY on the river Exploits, and when
they observed Captain’ Buchan and his men pass
_up the river on the ice, theéy went down to the sea

coast, near the mouth of the river,” and remained
there a month ; after that they returned, and saw’
the footsteps of Captain Buchan's party made on
gheir way down the river. The Indians then, by a
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circuitous route, went to the lake, and to the spot,
“where the body of Mary March was Jeft—they

opened the coffin and took out the: clothes that
were left with her. - The ctoffin was allowed to re-

- main suspended as they found it for a month, it was
: then plaeed on the ground, where'i! remained twq
7 months ; in the spring they removed the body ta
¢ the burial place which they had built for her hus:

4

i

o B PR

| band, placing her by his side. : R

A narrative of the circur,nsfances which attended
the capture of Mary March was publishedin Liver

“pool in 1829,'and written, as is alleged, by a per-

son who fornied ‘one of the party when the capture
was effected. Although- this . narrative contains
some’ inaceuracies, yetit bears internal evidence of

being the production of a person who really wit-

‘nessed the scenes he describes, and ihough differ-

ing in several particulars from- the: account as be-
fore detailed, yet it describes many events which
the leader: of the ‘party ‘may have omitted, and
states nothing absolutely irreconcileable with his
account—with some omissions, not necessarily con-
nected with the main object of the expedition, thig
second record of the circumstances associated with
it is now inserted, in so far at least as the same were,
"publish’ed:’_? »\‘??, - '; ;- ; »-. .; o e e el e .‘. -ﬂ;;xr
TRIBE OF RED INDIANS.
To the Editor of . the Liverpool Merour'y,

S1r.—Observing among the deaths in the: Mercury of September

18, thiat of * Shawnadidhit; supposed tG be'the last of the” Red “Tn-.

44444

4 dians,” or Aborigines'of Newfourialand, T aim tempted 10" offer a

2

<

3 - . - {120 go- » T re R [, [ (Y
Bw remarks on the subject, convinéed ‘as I'am tl‘xat‘ she ' canugt’ be'
. [ . ~ s e ~ v 3 e sdea v irat . v Wy - .‘. i 1] .80 LT &Olllniv v \:A‘
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the last of the tribe by many hundreds. Having resided a eonsid-

abie time in that part of the north of Newfoundland which they

most frequented, and being one of the party who captured Mary

March in 1819, I have embedied into a narrative the events con«
neéted with her capture, which I am confident will gratify many of

your readers.
]

Proceeding northward, the country graduwally. assumesa moie .

fertile appearance ; the trees, which in the south are, except in a

few places, stunted in their growth, now begin to assume. a greater .-

height and strength till you reach the neighbourhood of Exploits
River and Bay ; here the timber is ot a good size and quality, and
in sufficient quantity to serve the purposes of the iwrhabitants :—

both here and at Trinity Bay some very fine vessels have.been
built. To Exploits Bay it was that the-Red Indiane came every .

summer for the purpose of fishing, the place: aboundmg with sal-

mon, No part of the Bay was inhabited ; the islands at the mougth,

condisting-of T'willingate, Exploits Island, 2and Burnt Islands, had

a féwW nHabitants. There were also’several small harbours ina
apge ;island, the name of which: E now forget, including Herviag

%egs ’? d Morton. Ia 1820 the populationof Fwilliugate amount-
e .-vo

6146 Raby more ;—they were chiefly des¢endants from West of
Eoflibd settlers ; and having wany of theny been for »everal gen- 2
erafigas without religivus or moral instruction of any kind, were 3
immersed in the lowest state of ignorance and, vice. Latterly, how-
ever; Ehurches have bieen built and schools established, and I liave

betnr crédibly informéd that the moral and iatellectual state of the

pegple is much improved. Whike I was there the church was ;

opened, and I must say that \he people cance in crowds to attend a
place of worship, many .of them caming fiteen and twerty miles
purposely tb attend. - - B g

Oun the first settlement of the country, the Fndians na:!ugai{y
viewed the intruders with a jealous eye, and some of the setilers

having repeatedly rovbed their nets, &c., they retaliated and stolo -

several boats’ sails, implements of iron, &c. The settlers, in re-
turn, mercilessly shot allthe Indians they could weet with :—in
fact so fearful were the latter of five<arms, that,in an epen space,
one person with a gun would frighten a hundred ; when conceal-

ed among the bushes; however, they often made. a most desperate -

‘resistance. I have heard an old man, named Rogers, living on
Twil!ingate Great Island, boast that he hadshot, at diﬁ'erentperiogis,
above-sixty of them. So’late as 1817, this wretch, accompanied

, and that of all the other places might perhaps amount |
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by three others, one day discovered nine unfortunate Indians ly~
ing asleep on a smell island far up the bay, Loading the large
guns?® very heavily, they rowed up to them, and each taking aim,
fired. One only rose, and rushing into the water, endeavoured to
swim to another island, close by, covered with wood ; but the mer-
ciless wretch followed in the boat, and butchered the poor creature
in the water with an axe, then took the body to -the shore and
piled it on:those of the other-eight, whom- his companions had in
the meantime put out of their misery.” He minutely described to
me the spot, and I afterwards visited the place, and found their
bones in a heap, bleached and whitened with the winter’s blast.

T have now, I think, said enough to account for the shyness of
the Indians towards the settlers, but could relate many other
equally revolting scenes, some of which I shall hereafter touch
upon. In 1815 or 1816, Lieutenant, now Captain Buchan, set out
on an expedition to endeavour to meet with the Indians, for the
purpose of openirfg a friendly commanication with them. He suc-
ceeded in meeting with them, and the intercourse seemed firmiv
established, so much so, that two of them consented to go and.
pass the night with Captain Buchan’s party, be leaving two of his
men who volunteered to stop.. On returning to the Indians’ eu-
campment in the morning, accompanied by the two who had re-
mained all night, on approaching the spot, the two Indians mani-
fested considerable disquietude, and after exchanging a few
glances with each other, broke from their conductors and rushed
into.the woods. On arriving at the encampment, Captain Buch-
an’s poor - fellows lay on the ground a frightful spectacle, their
hgad_s being severel from their bodies,- and almost.cut to pieces,

In the summer of 1818, a person who had established a salmon
fishery at the mouth of Exploits River, had a number of articles
stolen by the Indians ; they consisted ofa gold watch, left acei-
dentally in the boat, the boat’s sails, some hatchets, cordage, and
iron'implements. He therefore resolved on sending an expedition
into ‘the country, in order to recover his property.

The day befote the party set off, I arrived accidentally at the
house, taking a survey of nuimerous bodies of woodcutters belong-
ing to the establishment with which I was connected. The only

@« Large guns.” The guns in common use there are what are made for ‘Lilling
seals. The general size is o barrel of five feet long, ‘with a bore from - severn-eighths
to an inch and a quarter. L
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fime anyone can penetrate i1to the interior ia the winter geason,

» the lakes and rivers being frozen over; even the Bay of Exploits,

- though salt water, was then (the end of January) frozen for sixty

~. miles. Having proposed to accompany the party, they immedia-

* .+ tely congsented. QOur equipments consisted of a musket, bayonet,

.+ . and batchet ; to each of the servants a pistol ; Mr. and my-

~ self had, in addition, another pistol and a dagger, and a double-

"barrelled gun, instead of a musket : each carried a pair of snow-

hoes, a supply of eight pounds of biscuit’and a piece of pork, am-

uniiton, and one quart of rum ;- besides, we had a light sled and

four dngs, who tock it in turns in.dragging. the sled, which con-

“tsined a blanket for-each'm:#, rim. and other necegsaries.” We

depended oir our guns for 2 supply of provisions, and "at”al! times

could.meet with plenty of partridges and hares, thopgh there were

few:days we did not kill a deer. The ‘description of one day’s

“journey will suffice f{or all, there being but little variation, The
snow was at this time about eight feet deep. ’

Oa the morning of our departure we set off in good spirits up
the river, and after followiny its cotirse for about twelve miles, ar-
rived at the Rapids, a deer at full speed passed us; I fired, and
itfell ; the nextinstant a wolf, in full pursuit, made his appear-
ance; on seeing the party, he halted for an instant, and then
rushed foerward as if to attack us. Mr. however, antici-
pated him ; for taking a steady aim, at the same time sitting coolly
on an old free, he passed a bullet through thz fellow’s head, who
was soon stietched a corpse on the snuw ; a few minutes afer
another appeared, when several firing together he also fell, roaring
and howling for a long time, when one of the men went and"
knocked him on the head wich a batchet,

And now, ye effeminate feather bed loungers, where do you
suppose we were to sleep 2 There. was -no comfortable hotel to
receive us ; not even a house where a board informs the benighted
traveller that there is * entertainment for man and horse ;” not
even the skeleton of a wigwam ; the snow eight feet deep,—the
thermometer nineteen degrees below the freezing point. Every
one having disencumbered himself of his load, proceeded with
his hatchet to cut down the small fir and birch trees. The thick
part of the trees was cut in lengths, and heaped up in two piles ;
between which a sort of wigwam was formed of the branches: a
number of small twigs of trees, to the depth of about three feet,
were laid on the snow for a bed ; and having lighted the pile of

W
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£ wood on each side, some prepared venison steaks for supper,
while others skinned the two wolves, in order, with the dear skin,
to tnrm a covering to the wigwam ; this some opposed, -as being
a luxury we should not every day obtain. Supper being ready,
we ate heartily, and having melted some snow for water, we made
" some hot toddy, that is, rum, butter, hot water and sugar; a song
. was proposed, and acceeded to : and thus, in the midsi of a creary
. desert, far from the voice of our fellow men, we eat cheerful and
+ contented, looking forward for the morrow, witl.out dread, auXious
. to renew our toils and resume our labours, Atlter about an hour

- blanket. -We vied in-convincing each other, with the nasal organ,

which was in-the souncest sleep ; mine was the last watch, about
an hour before daybreak. The Aurora Borealis rolled in awful
¢ splendour across the deep blue sky, but I will not tire my readers
< with a description. When the first glimpse of morn showed itsell
: in the light clouds floating in the eastern horison, I awoke my
¢ companions; and by ihe time it was sufficiently light we had
breakfested, and were ready to proceed. Cutting off enough of
% the deer shot the night before, we proceeded on our journey, leav~
% ng the rest to the wolves. Each day and each night was a repeti-

-4 tion of the same ; the country being in some places tolerably level,
%1in general covered with wood, but occasionally barren iracts,
% where sometimes for miles nota tree was to be seen.
% Mr.——instructing the men in which way be wished them toact,
% informing them that his object was 1o open a friendly communica-
# tion with the Indians, rather than act on the principle of intimi-
* dating them Ly reverge ; that if they avoided him, he should en-
% deavour to take one or more prisoners and bring them with him,
in order that by the civilization of one or two, an intercourse might
be established that would end in their permanent civilization. He
strictly exhorted them not fo use undue violence : every one was
strictly enjoined not to fire on any account.  Abcut three o'clock
in the_afternoon the two mes who then led the party were about
4 two hundred yards before the rest;—three deer closely followed
i by a pack of wolves, issued from the wood on the left, and bound-
ed across the lake, passing very near the men, whom they totally
% disregarded. The men incautiously fired at them. We were then
% about half a mile from :he point of iand that almost intersected the
% lake, and in a few minutes we gaw it. covered with Indians, who
{2 instantly retired. * The alarm was given ; we soon reached the

® What I aaw I should estimat= at froi three to four humdrcd, including womsn

and children: of this however hereafier.

dg -

hus spen: the waich was appointed,..and "each wrapped in- his -
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point ; about five hundred yards on the other side we saw the In-

dian houses. and the Indians, men, women, and children, rushing
from them, across the lake, here ahout a mile . broad. Hurrying
on we quickly came to the houses ;. when within a short dxstance
from the last house, three men and 1 woman carryine a child, i

sued forth. One of the men tonk the infint from her, and lhell‘
speed soon convinced us of the f'u,nhty nf‘ - pursait ; the woman,
‘however, did not run so fast. Mr.. -lonsened his provision
bag from-his back and let it fali, threw away his gun and hatchet,

and set off at a speed ‘that seon overtook . the-woman. .. One man -
and myself did the same, except our guns. - .The -rest, pxckmg up’
our-things, followed. On overtaking the weman, she instantly
fell on her kness, and tearing open the'cassack, {a* dress composed’
of deer skin lined with fur,) chowing her breasts to prove thatshe-

' was a woman, and begged for. mercy. [n-afew moments we were

by Mr. ———<'s side.. Several of the Indians, with the three who-

had quitted the house with the ‘woman, now advanced, while we
retreated towards the shore; = At length we siopped and they did

the same. After a pause, three of them laid down their bows, with-
which they were armed, ad came within two hundred yards, We:

then presanted our guns, intimating that not more than oae would
be allowed” to approach.. They retired and fetched their arms,

when one, theill-fated* husband of Mary March our captive, ad-

vanced ‘with- a branch-of fir tree (spruce) in hls hand. When
about ten yards offhe stopped and made a long oration. He spoke
at least ten minutes; towards the last his gesture became very

animated, and his eye *shot ﬁre., He. .concluded very mildly,- )
aud advanc-nrr shook hands with many of the party—then he at-.

tempted to take his wife from us; being opposed in this he
drew from beneath his cassock an axe,. the whole of which
was finely polished, and’brandished it over our heads. Oa

two or three pieces being- presented, he gave it up. to Mr..

, who then intimated that the woman must gowith us, but

that he mwhz o also if he pleased, and that in the morning both-

should have their liberty. Atthe same time two of the men-began
to conduct her towards the houses, On this being done, he b&

came infuriated, and mshing towards her strove to drag her from:
them; one ot the men rushedformrd and stabbed him in the back.

with a bayonte.: " turning round, at a blow he laid the fellow 4t

his feet the next instant he Lnocked down another, and rushing
on . like a child laid him on his back, and seizing his dirk

from ‘his belt brandished it-over his head; the next instanmt it

would have been buried in him, bad I: not with both hands seized:
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¢ his arm; he shook me off in an instant, while I measured my
i length on the ice ; Mr. ——— then drew a pistol from hiz girdle
 and fired. The poor wretch first staggered, then fell on his faces
- while writhing in agonies; he seemed for a moment to stop; his
. muscles stiffened : slowly and gradually he raised himself from
o the ice, turned round, and with a wild gaze surveyed usal! in a cir-
¢ clearound him. Never shall I forget the figure he exhibited;
4 his bair hanging on each side of his sallow face; his bushy beard
¢ clotted with blood that lowed from his mouth and nose; his eyes
i flashing fire, yet with the glass of death upon them,—they fixed
i on the individual that first 'stabbed him..- Slowly he raised the
hand thatstill grasped young——=«-"s dagger, till he raised it consi-

o ﬁ derably above his head, when uttering a yell that made the woods

4 echo, he rushed at him The man fired as he advanced, and the
% noble Indian again fell on his face : a few moments’ struggle, and
3 he lay a stitfened corpse on the icy surface of the limpid waters,—
* The woman for a moment seemed scarcely to notice the corpse ;
§ in a few minutes, however, she showed a little emotion s but it was
4 not until obliged to leave the remains of her husband that she
© § gave way to grief, and vented her sorrow in the most heart-break-
" 4 ing lamentations, While the scene which I have described was
% acting, and which oecurred in almost less space than the descrip-
% 1ion can be read, a number of Indjans had advanced within a shore
distance, but seeing the untimely fate of their chief, halted. Mr.
4 - fired over their heads, and they immediately fled. The
banks of the lake, on the other side, were at this time covered
4 with men, women, and children, at Jeast several hundreds; but
i immediately being joined by their companions all disappeared in
. "% the woods. We then had time to think. For my own part I
4 could scarcely credit my senses as I beheld the remains of the
+ noble fellow stretched on the ice, crimsoned with his already
. frozen blood. One of the men then went to the shore for ‘some
% fir tree boughs to cover the body, which measured as it lay, 6 feet
% 71 inches. The feliow who first stabbed him wanted to strip off
* 3 his'cassock, (a garment made of deer skin, lined with beaver and
% other skins, reaching to the knees;) but met with so stern a rebuke
2 from , that he instantly desisted, and slunk abashed away.

¢  Alter covering the body with bougks, we proceeded towards
# the Indian houses-—the woman often requiring force to take her
along. On exsamining them, we found no living creature, save a
bitch and her whelps about two months olii.  The houses of these
Indians are very different from those of the other tribes in Nerth

>
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America; they are built of straight pieces of fir about twelve feet
high, flattened at the sides, and driven in the earth close to each *‘?
other the corners being much stronger than the other parts.— "
The crevices are filled up with moss,:and the inside entirely lined-
with the same material ; the-roof is raised so as to slaut from all
parts and meet in a pomt at the centre, where a hole is left for the
smoke to escape;:the. remaingeér of the roof is. covered with' a |
treble coat of birch bark, ‘and betvreen the first and second layer
of bark is about six mches ,of moss';- about the chimney clay is :
- substituted for it. On enfering one qf the houses I was astonish-
" ed at the neatness which-reigned within, - The sides-of the tene-
. ment were cov ered with arms ——bows, arrow:, ciubn, axesmf lron,
B (stolen from the settlers) stove hatchets, arrow henda, in fect, "t
. piements of war and for the chase, but all arranged in”'the neatest |
crder, and apparently every man's property carefully put tdgelher.
At oneend was a small image, or rather a-head, carved rudely out
of a block of wood ; round the neck was hung the case of a watch,
and on a board close by, the works ‘of the watch, which had been
. carelully taken to pieces, and hung onsmall pegs on the board ;
_ the whole were surrounded with ihe main spring. In the other
houses the remainder of the articles stolen. were found, Beams ;
were placed across where the roof began; over which smaller
ones were Jaid : on these were piled = considerable quantity of
dried venison and salmon, together with adittle codfish. On — 3
taking down the watch and works, 2nd bringing the image over’;
the fire, the woman surveyed ‘him mth anger, and in a few mi-.;
nutes made free with her tongue; her manner showmﬂ us" that she
was not unused 1o scolding. When Mr. saw it displeased’
her, he, rather irreverently, threw the log on one side : on thiis she
vose in a rage, and would, had not her hands been fastened, have 2
inflicted summary vengeance for the insult offered to the hxdeous
idol. Wishing (o paclfy her, he rose, and taking Lis reverence
cavefully up, placed him where he had taken him from. - This pa.-

:“}5“

- citied her. 1 must here do the poor creature the justice: to say,

that I never afierwards saw her vut of temper. . A watch was set -

outside ; -and having partaken of the Indlanmfare, we began fo

talk over the events ot the day. Both and myself bitterly
reproached the man who first stabbed the untortunate zative ; for -
though he acted: violently, still there was no necessity. for the
brutal act—besides, the untaught Indian was only doing that
w hicli every man ought 10 do,—he came to rescue his wife from - :
the hands of her captors, and nobly loat his life in his atempt'to ;
save her. ~—— here declared that he would rather have defeat
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ed the object of his jourey a I‘mndxje‘d times than l}avev Eaériﬁé&d
the life of one Indian. The fellow’ merely replied, < it was dnly
an Indian, and he wished he bad shot' a hundred instead of one.”

. The poor woman was now tied securely, we having, on considera-

tion, deemed it for the best to take her with us, so that by kind
treatwent and civilization she might, in the course of time, be re-
turned to her tribe, and be the means of effecting a lasting recon-
ciliation between them and the settlers, '

‘After the men had laid-themselves down around the fire, and the -
? % witch was set outside the door, M. —— and myszelf rémained .

<o 20 upyand,in a low voice, talked over the events- of lie -day. We
~‘then’ decided ou remaining to rest three or four days; and, in the, .
* meantime, to endeavour to find the Indians, I would 1 could now
- describe how idsensibly we glided from one subject :0 ancther ;—
- veligion—politics—country—* home, swee?, sweet, home—alter-

nately occupied our attention ; and thus, in the midst of a. dreary
waste, far away from the haunts of civilized man, we sat content-
edly smoking our pipes ; and, Englishmen like, settled the affairs

- of nations over a glass of rum and water—ever and anon drinking

a health to each friend and fair, who rose uppermost in our
thoughts. From this the subject furned to  specific gravity.”

. Here an argument commenced. . When illustrating a -position [
had advanced, by the ascension of the "smoke from my pipe, we

both turned up our eyes to witness its progress upwards : on
looking towards the aperture in the roof what . was our astonish-

‘ment at beholding the faces of iwo Indians, calmly surveying us
‘in the quiet occupation of tkeir abode. 1In aninstant we shouted
;=% The Indians !” and in a moment every one was on the alert,
.and each taking his arms rushed to the door—not a creature was

to be seen ; in vain we looked around ;—no trace, save the marks

‘of fuotsteps on the snow, was to be discovered, but these seemed’
‘almost innumerable. We fired about a dozenshots into the -woods,
-ang then retired to our dwelling.

~———.and I then resolved to
take alternate watch, and every half hour. at Jeast 10 walk round
the house. During the night, however, we weie not again dis-
turbed, save by the howling ef wolves znd barking of foxes.
- e : - .E. S,

After the capture of Mary March, the next\at- |

tempt, in order of time, to discover the Red Indians
was made by James Cormack, Esq., in 1822,

A
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and for that purpose he crossed the whole interior
of the Island—starting from Random Bar on the
Eastward on the 6th September, and finding his
- way out at St.-George’s Bay, on the 2nd Novem-
ber following.. During this excursion he suffered
great privation,—which few men could have en-
dured, and which few men indeed, would have un-

B . dertaken with only one companion. Mr.. Cormack;

did not succeed in"the main object he had in view,

yet was his trouble anything. but profitless. We
now possess through his means'a general knowledge

- of the interior of our Island—together with a spe-
- eific account of its soil—its geological and minera-
logical aspect—its varied natural productions—of
trees, shrubs, plants, flowers, &c., all named and
methodically described—the kind of animals met
with, and a variety of other useful information.

In the fo]lowmg year, 1823, and early in the
spring of that year, three females, a mother and two
daughters, in Badger Bay, near Exploits Bay,
Deing in a'starving condition, allowed themselves in

.despair, to be quletly captured by some English

furriers who accidentally came upon them. For-
tunately their miserable appearance, when within
gunshot, led to the unusual circumstance of their
not being fired at. The husband of the elder wo-
.man in attempting to avoid the observation of the
white men, tried to_cross the creek upon the ice,
fell through and was drowned. About a month
before this event, and a few miles distant. from the
spot where this accident occurred, the brother of
thisman arnd his daughter, belongmg to the same
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party, were shot by two EnOhSh furriers. The nf:m
? was first shot, and the woman in despair remained
" calmly to be fired at, and incredible as it may ap-
pear, this poor woman, far from her tribe—helpless
- —with her back to her murderers,—excited in them
- no feeling of compassion—they deliberately shot
« her,—the stugs passed through her body, and she -
fell dead by the side of her father ,The mind is

4 slow to believe that so. brutal an _act as this could G
have been committed, and is willing to doubt the
: _ac correctness of the report, but the proof of its accu-

4 racy is the statement of one of the ruffians who pezr«
@ petrated the foul act.

: The three females were brought to St. John's,
“ where they remained four or five weeks, and were
> then sent back to the Exploits with many presents,

%in the hope that they may meet and share such pre-

i sents with their people.. They were conveyed up

ithe river Exploits to some distance, by a party of

, Europeans, and left onits banks with some provi-

:sions and clothing, to find their friends as they best

ight. Their provisions hewever were soon con-

“isumed, and not finding any of the tribe, they wan-

j,r:adered down theright bank of the river, and ina few

'days again reached the Exploits habitations. The

other and one daughter died there shortly after-

ards, and within a few days of each other. The
urvivor known as “N ancy” here, but among her
ribe as *“ Shaw-na-dith-it,” was received and taken

“3care of by Mr. Peyton, jun. and family, with whom

~she remained several years. She was then brought

-8t John’s, and as a Socxcty called the “ Beeo~




" she was in bad health. Much attention was shewn

81

thick Institution” had then been established, Shaw-.
na-dith-it became the object of its peculiar care
and solicitude, and it is-to this mterestmg woman
we are indebted for mmuch of the information we
possess regarding her race, She remained under
the care of the Beeothick Institution for about nine €
months, during the greater part of which period '

her, and ‘attempts were perseveringly made to -
communicate to hera Lnowfedge of the English lan- -
guage, and this she so far acquired as to be able
to communicate with tolerable ease. In person :
Shaw-na-dith-it was 5 feet 5 inches high—hernatu-
ral abilities were good. She was grateful for any
kindness shown her, and evinced a strong affection
for her parents and friends. As she evinced some *
taste for drawing, she was kept supplied with pen: -
cils of various colors, and by the use of these made .
herself better undersiood than, she otherwise eould 3
have done. In her own persgn. she had received :
two gun-shot wounds at two different times from
volleys fired at the band she was with by the Eng- i’f§
lish people at the Exploits—one wound was thatof
a slug through the leg, Poor Shaw-na-dith-it!-she
died destitute of any of thls wotld’s. goods; )@Lde i
sirous of showing her gratitude to one from whem
she had rereived great kindness, she presented a *
keepsake to-Mr. Cormack, and there i is something
very affeeting under the eircumstances in which- she
was placed, as associated with the simple artigles of .
which her present conswted——-they were a rounded
piece of granite—a piece of quartz—both derived .
{rom the soil of which her tribe were once the solf: ‘
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owners and lords, but which were all of that soil she )
could then call her own ;and added to these, was a
lock of her hair. This present has new a place in
the Museum of the Mechanjcs’ Institution, and
will, it may not be doubted, be an object of inter- -
est to many. Shaw-na-dith-it lived in Mr. Cormack’s
house until he left the colony in 1829, when she
was taken to the house of the then Attorney-Gener-
al. Shedied in June following, and was interred in
the burial ground on the South-side. A New-
foundland paper, of the 12th of J unc, 1829, notices

* herdeath thus :—* Died, on Saturday night, the 6th

inst., at the Hospital, Shaw-na-dith-it, the female
Indian, one of the aborigines of this Island. She
died of consumption,—a disease which seems to
have been remarkably prevalent. among her tribe,
and which has unfortunately been fatal to all who
have fallen into the hands of the settlers. Since
the departure of Mr. Cormack from the Island,

| ¢ this poor woman has had an asylum afforded her in

the house of James Simms, Esq., Attorney Gener-
al; where every attention has been paid to her wants
and comforts; and under the able and professional
advice of Dr, Carson, who has most liberally and

- 5 kindly:attended her for many montkhs, it was hoped

her health might have been re-established. Latter--

i1y, ‘however; her disease became daily more formi-

dable, and’ her strength rapidly declined, and a
short time since it -was deemed advisable to send
her to the hospital, where her sudden decease has,
but too soon fulfilled the fears that were entertain-
ed for her,” |



“encroachments_and ‘meetings of .the Europeans at
‘the sea-coast. DBut they still had, up to that time,

‘and consisted of two mamaseeks with seventeen

tomimic Interchange for several hours, it was,
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Shaw-na-dith-it as before observed, gave much in- th
formation as to the state ot her tribe, and the fol- or

Iowing is the substance of the statement she made & 4
with reference to Captain Buchan’s expedition to

~ the Great Lake in the winter of 1811:—

The tribe, she said, at that time had been much
reduced in numbers, in;consequence of the hostile

enjoyed, unmolested, the possession of their favor-
ite intenor parts of the Island, especially the ter-
ritory around and'adjacent to the Great Lake and
Exploits River. There number then it would ap-
pear barely amounted to one hundred and seventy
two—and these were encamped in their winter
quarters, in three divisions, on different parts of the
margin of the Great Lake. The principal en-
eampment was at the East end of the Lake, on the
South-side. There were here three mamaseeks or.
wigwams, containing forty-two persons. A smaller
encampment lay six or eight miles to the West-
ward on the North-side of the Lake, containing two.
mamaseeks with thirteen people, and another lay
near the West end of the Lake on the South-side,

people. It was the principal encampment which
Captain Buchan fell in with. He took it by sur-
prise, and ‘made the whole party prisoners. This-
accurred in the morning ; after a guarded and pan-

agreed that two hostages should be given on each
side, for Captain Buchan wished to _xl'eturn_ﬂdown
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the river for an additional supply of presents, in
order thereby the better to secure the friendship
of the Indians. ‘ ‘

: Captain Buchan had no sooner departed with his
men and hostages, than the Indians suspected he

4 bad gone down the river for an additional force,
-4 with which to return—make them all prisoners, and -
‘4 carry them off to the coast. Their suspicions iu-

duced them to break up their encampment imme-
diately and retire farther into the interior, where the
rest of the tribe were, and where they would be

3 less liable to be again surprised.

To ensure concealment of their proceedings,

{ they first destroyed the two Europeans left as hos.

tages, by shooting them with arrows—then packed

up what clothing and utensils they eould conveni-
4 ently carry—crossed the lake on the ice the same

afternoon, carrying the heads of the two Europeans

§ with them—one of which they stuck on a pole, and

left it on the north side of the lake; they then
followed along the margin of the lake westward,

¢ and about midnight reached the encampment of

their friends—the alarm was given, and next morn-

‘3 ing they all joined in the retreat westward. They
- proceeded a few miles in order to reacha secure
2 and retired place.to halt at, in the hope soon of

2 hearing something of the two Indians whom Cap-
‘% tain Buchan had taken with him. On the second

day the Indians appeared among them, and stated
to them that upon returning with the white men
and discovering the first encampment destroyed,
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they fled instantly and escaped,—one of these was
Shaw-na-dith-it’s uncle. All now resumed the re-
treat, and crossed on the ice_to the south-side
of the lake, where the only remaining and undis-
-turbed encampmient lay. Upon reaching the shore,
a party was despatched to the encampment which
lay further to the westward to sound . the alarm.
T'his encampment was then likewise broken up, and
the occupants came east to join the tribe. To
avoid discovery, the whole retired together to an
unfrequented part of the forest, situate some dis-
tance from the shore of the lake, carrying. with

them all the winter stock of provxsmns they possess-
ed.
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In this sequestered spot they bmll: six winter
wigwams, and remained unmclested for the re
mamder of the winter,—about six weeks. The
had conveyed with them the head of one of the
hostages ; this was placed on a pole, around which
the Indians danced and sang.,

. When spring advanced and their provisiens were
exhausted, some of them went back to the encamp-
ment at which they had been surprised, and there
supphed themselves otit of the winter stock of

vemson that had been left thex'e.

After the disaster the tnbe became scattered,
and continued dispersed in bands frequenting the
more remote and sequestered parts of the northern
interior. Inthe second winter afterwards twenty-
two had dxed about the nve; Explmts, at the Great
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Lake, and in the vicinity of Green Bay ; in the fol-
Jowing years also numbers died of bardship and

-t
?
e B

de 7 want. In 1819 their numbers were reduced to
is- thirty-one, and in 1823 it consisted of only a rem-
-3, . nant of twelve or thn'teen Such is the substance
‘ch ¢ of Shaw-na-dith-it's statement, and which it is said

.~ she never related without tears.

. In 1827 Mr. Cormack renewed his attempt to
% discover and open a friendly intercourse with the

ise 3 Boeothlcks, and for this purpose with a small party,

th o consisting of Europeans and a couple of Micmacs,
;- . entered the country at the mouth of the River Ex-
4 ploits, and took a north-westerly direction which
F d them to Hall’s Bay. On theé fourth day after
.er | their departure, at the ‘east end of Badger Bay, at a
res portage known by the name of the Indian Path,
3 they found traces made by the Indians, evxdently
he 7 in the spring or summer of the preceding year,
sh & Their party had been possessed of two canoes, and

they had built a canoe-rest, on which the daubs of
red ochre and the roots of trees used fo tie or
fasten iv together appeared fresh, A canoe-rest is
simply a few beams supported horizontally about
five feet from the ground by perpendicular posts.
Among other things which lay strewed about here
;| wasa spear s shaft, eight feet long, recently made and
5 stained with ochre—parts of old ¢anoes—fragments

A, of their skin dresses, &c. Some of the cuts in the
1e ' trees, made with an axe, were evxdently of not more
‘- than a year's date. Besides these signs, the party
vy; were elated by other encouraging ma.xks After
A

gome further search, but mthout meeting with any
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presumed to have been used for the purpose of dry-
mg and smoking venison, was found 1n a perfect
state. The repositories for the dead were found
perfect, and in one of these the party discovered
the remains of the ill-fited Mary March, whom
the Indians had placed by the side of her anfor-
tunate husband. On the north-side of this lake,
opposite the River Exploits, were seen the extre-
mities of two deer feuces, about half a mile apart,
where they lead to the water—and in gliding down
the river, the attention of the traveller is arrested
by a continuation of these fences which -extend
from the lake downwards on the banks of the river
at least thirty miles. After spending several days
in wandering round the margin of the lake, and
having fully satisfied themselves that no éncamp
ment of the Indians was to be found there, they

returned. Subsequently to this excursion, a party .
of men under the direction of an Institution termed

the - Beeothick Institution,” which was establish-

ed with the view of benefiting the Indians, were
sent on the same errand, but they too returned

after a fruitless search, and with this attempt ends |
all efforts that have been made to opena commu- ;
nication with the Red Indians. a '
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greater success, the party determined to proceedto i
the Red Indian Lake. On reaching this magnificent fi f
sheet of water, they found around its shores abundant 1
evidence that this had been for a long time the :
central and undisturbed rendezvous of the tribe. =
At several places by the margin of the lake were ]}'-‘
found small clusters of summer and winter wig- ‘i
wams, but all in ruins—one large wooden building, f; ‘
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- And now what opinion may be reasonably form-
éd after a careful consideration of all the foregoing
facts'? Shall it be concluded as many, nay, as
most people have done, that the Red Indians are
wholly extinct ? The mind is slow to entertain so
‘painful a conclusion, and more especially as there
is some reason to hope that the tribe, to some ex-
tent at least, yet survives. -
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If indeed Shaw-na-dith-it’s statement is to be
taken as of unquestionable authority, and is not to
be subjected to any scrutiny, then indeed but slight
hopes can be entertained of the existence of any of
her race ; but if the information she supplied be
compared with that eonveyed to us through various
other sources, then a very different conclusion may
be most legitimately reached.
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n @ - And first let Shaw-na-dith-it’s recital of the cir-
4 cumstances connected with Captain Buchan’s visit
d to the Great Lake in the winter of 1810 and 1811

5p be contrasted with that gentleman’s own statement

's ii of the same facts.

)‘} . - Shaw-na-dith-it when entering into the particu-
. lars of the conditicn of her tribe at the petiod just

. referred: to, said it consisted of nomore than seventy
3 ' two persons, and whom she thus further described :

- dn the principal encampment, that which Captain
re .B}lchan surprised, there were in one mamaseek or
Wigwam four men, five women and six children—
in a second mamaseek there were four men, two
women and six children—in a third mamaseek
there were three men, five woman, and seven child-
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dren—in the whole forty-two persons. In the se.
cond encampment there were thirteen persons, and
in the third seventeen persons, making in the
whole seventy-two ; the two smaller encamp-
ments being several miles distant from the larger
one. Now, compare this account with what Cap-
tain Buchan saw, bearing in mind that it was only
the larger encampment he surprised,—of the two
smaller ones, it does not appear that he was at all
aware, Shaw-na-dith-it states the encampment
contained forty-two persons, of whom nineteen were
children. Captain Buchan asserts in his official
Report, that it contained seventy-five persons, and
it is by no means clear that in this number he in-
cluded any of the women or children, as in another
part of his report, he estimates the number of the
Red Indians as consisting at least of three hundred
persons—an opinion formed solely from the ap-
pearances which the one encampment presented.
‘hen we have the-testimony ‘of a writer, an anony-
mous one it is true, yet it is evidently the testimony
of a person who was present at the scenes he des-
cribes, and he tells us that in 1819 he estimated
the number of Indians he saw, at from three tofour
hundred, including women and children. Then
again, we find Mr, Cormack, in 1827, declaring
“ that hundreds of Indians must have been in exis-
tence not many years age,” otherwise it would be
impossible to account for the great extent of deer
fences which he foundso late as the period above-

named, yet in being. And lastly, we havethe opi- |
nions of the Micmacs, who are so satisfied of the = |

continued existence of the Red Indian tribe, that
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they can with difficulty be made to comprehend
that it is possible to entertain a doubt of a fact,
which to them appears so palpable. Their opinion
| is that the whole tribe of Baeothicks passed over to
4 the Labrador some twenty or twenty-five years
§ since, and the placc of their final embarkation, as
8 they allege, is yet plainly discernable.

- In the Royal Gazette, dated the 2nd September,
1828, there appears a statement referring to the
Red Indians, of which the following is a copy :—
“ Nippers Harbor, where the Red Indians were
B said to have been seen three weeks ago, and where
R one of their arrows was picked up, after having been
§ ineffectually shot at one of the settlers, is in Green
| Bay.” This accumulation of facts, all of a widely
| different character from Shaw-na-dith-it’s testi-
mony, would seem to render the latter more than
doubtful, and it ought to be borne in mind that
Shaw-na-djth-it acquired a knowledge of the Eng-
lish language very slowly ; and though it is said
¥ that before her death she could communicate with
§ tolerable ease, yet it would be incorreet to assume
® that she could, without fear of mistake, make such
8 a detailed statement as that which is attributed to
8 her ; but even allowing that which is most uncer-
B tain,—allowing that she expressed herself with
§ tolerable clearness, and admitting that the parties
4 to whom she made her communication fully under-

stood her broken English, and were acquainted
with the Beeothick words which it was her wont to

- § mingle in all she said—admitting all this—yet even

@in this view of the case, it may not be difficult to
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suppose a reason for her giving an.incorrect account
of the state of her tribe. Shaw-na-dith-it knew-
from bitter experience, that all former attempts
made by Europeans to open a communication with:
the Reg Indlans, had to the latter issued only. in’
the most disastrous and fatal results. She knew

too the antipathy her own people had to the -

whites,—so great was this, that she feared to re-
furn. to them, believing that the mere fact of her

having resided among the whites for a time would,

make her an object of hatred to the Red man.—
Knowing all this, is itia violent déduction to draw

- fromall the circumstances surrounding this subject,

that Shaw-na-dith-it. in very love for her own peo-

ple, may have purposely given an incorrect account
of the numbers of her -tribe—lessening it, in the
hope that by so doing na further search would be
made for therz. = Supposing it possible that such
may have been the. case, then. it follows that Shaw-

na-dith-it may not have been, asmany persons have

presumed her to be, the last of the Boeot}ncks

Some account of the -usages and habxts of this
people, and of such particalars ashaavespemal refer-
ence to them, will now close this narrative : and
first it ‘may be_ observed.that the extensive works
which they completed and kept in repair for a num-
Ber of years,: would seem to indicate, and that almost
beyond a doubt, that the Beeothicks were once &
numerous and energetlc tribe, . . .

* That they were intelligent, their bulldmgs store-

1ﬁ‘xouses, &c.; would appear to be a sufficient evi-
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dence. Their mamaseeks, for such was the word
they used to describe their habitations, were far
-superior to the wigwams of the Micmacs. The

dwellings of the Boeothicks were in general built of
straight pieces of fir, about twelve feet high, flat-

tened at the sides, and driven in the earth close to -

each other, the corners being made stronger than
the other parts. The crevices were filled up with
moss, and the inside lined with the same material ;

‘the roof was raised so as to slant from all parts and

meet in a point in the centre, where a hole was left
for the smoke to escape—the remainder of the roof
was covered with a treble coat of birch bark, and
between the first and second layers of bark was
placed about six inches of moss—about the chim-
ney clay was substituted for the moss, The sides
of these mamaseeks were covered with arms—that
is, bows, arrows, clubs, stone hatchets, arrow heads,
and all these were arranged in the neatest manner.

Beams were placed across where the roof began,

‘over which smaller ones were laid ; and on the lat-

ter were piled their provisions—dried salmon, veni-
son, &c.

That the Baeothicks were a bold, heroic, self-de-

pendant tribe, few will be disposed to question,

when it is remembered that they never courted the
friendship of, neither were they ever subdued by,
any other tribe, or by Furopeans—by the combined
efforts - of both Micmacs and Whites, their num-
bers were greatly reduced, if not utterly extermi-
nated, but they were never conquered.
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BEOTHICK DRESS.

This was peculiar to the tribe, and consisted of
‘but one garment—a sort of mantle formed out of

two deer skins, sewed together so as to be nearly

square—-a collar also formed with skins was some-
times attached to the mantle, and reached along
its whole breadth—it was formed without sleeves
or buttons, and was worn thrown over the should-
ers, the corners doubling over at the breast and
arms. Whena the bow 1s to be used the upper

‘part of the dress was thrown off from the shoulders

and arms, and a broad fold, the whole extent of it,
was secured round the loins, with a belt to keep
the lower part from the ground and the whole

from falling off, when the arms were at liberty.

T'he collar of the dress was sometimes made of al-

‘ternate stripes of otter and deer skins sewed toge-

ther, and sufficiently broad to cover the head and
face when turned up, and this is made to answer
the purpose of a hood of a cloak in bad weather—

occasionally leggings or gaiters were worn, and arm
"coverings, all made of deer skins—their moccasins

were also made ofthe same material ; in summer,
however, they frequently went without any cover-
ing for the feet. | -

BEOTHICK ARMS.

These, whether offensive or defensive, or for kill-
ing game, were simply the bow and arrow, spear,
and club. * The arrow-heads were of two kinds,
viz. :—stone, bone or iron, the latter material
Leing derived from Europeans, and the blunt ar-
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row, the point being a knob continuous with the
shaft—the former of these was used for killing
quadrupeds and large birds, the latter for killing

‘small birds—two strips of goose feathers were tied
“on to balance the arrow, and it has been remarked
by many persons who have seen the Red Indians™

arrows, that they have invariably been a yard long;
the reason of this would seem to be that their mea-
sure for the arrow was the arm’s length, that is,
from the centre of the chestto the tip ofthe middle

- finger, that being the proper length'to draw the

bow—the latter was about five feet long, generally

made of mountain ash, but sometimes of spruce.

Their spears were of two ‘kinds—the one, their

chief weapon, was twelve feet in length, pointed
with bone or iron, whenever the latter material
could be obtained, and was used in killing deer and
other animals. The other was fourteen feet in

length and was used chiefly, if not wholly, in killing

seals—the head or point being easily separated

from the shaft—the service of the latter being, in-

deed mainly, to guide the point into the body
of the animal, and which being effected, the shatt

 was withdrawn, and a strong strip of deer skin,

which was always kept fastened to the spear head,
was held by the Indian, and who in this manner
secured his prey.

CANOES.

These varied from sixteen to twenty-two feet in

Jength, with an upward curve towards each end.
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Laths were introduced.from stemi to stern instead
‘of planks—they were provided with a gunwhale or
‘edging which, though slight, added strength to the
fabric—the whole was covered on the outside with
deer skins sewed together and fastened by stitch-
ing the edges round the gunwhale.

» LANGUAGE.
The language of the:Bceothicks, Mr. Cormack
1s of opinion, is: different from all the languages of
the neighbouring tribes of -Indians with*which any

comparison has been made. Of all the words pro-

cured at different times from the female Indian
Shaw-na-dith-it, and which were compared with
“the Micmac and Banake (the latter people border-
-ing on the Mohawk) not one - was found similar to
the language . of the latter people, and only:two
words which could be-supposed.to have had :the
‘same origin, viz. : Keuis—Bceothick—and * Kuse”’
~ 'Banake—both words meaning “Sum,”—and moosin
-Beeothick, and mocecasin, Banake and Micmae. The
Baeothick also differs from the Mountaineer or Es-
‘quimaux language of Labrador. The Micmac,
‘Mountaineer, and Banake, have no * r.” ‘The Boeo-
thick has ;the three first use ““{”.instead of “».”
The: Baeothick has the dipthong sh.—~thc other
languages, as before enumerated, have it not. The
Baeothicks have no characters to serve as hiero-
glyphics or letters, but they had a few symbols or

signatures.

METHOD OF INTERMENT.
The Beeothicks appear to-have shown great res-
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pect for their dead, and the most remarkable
remains of them commonly observed by Euro-
peans at the sea coasts are their burial places.
;l'hey had several modes of interment—one was
when the body of the deceased had been wrapped
in birch rind, it was then, with his property, placed
on a sort of scaffold about four teet from the ground
—the scaffold supported a flooring of small squa-
red beams laid close together, on which the body
and property rested. I

A second method was, when the body bent to-
ether and wrapped in birch rinds was enclosed in
a sort of box on' the ground—this box was made
of small square posts laid on each other horizontal-
ly, and notched ‘at the corners to makée them meet
close—it was about four feet high, three feet broad,
and two-feet-and-a-half deep, well lined with birch
rind, so as to exclude the weather from theinside

r—the body was always laid on its right side. °

A third, and the most common method of bury-
ing among this people, was to wrap the body in
birch rind, and then" cover it over with a heap of
stones on the surface of the earth; but occasionally
in sandy places, or where the earth was soft and ea-
sily removed, the body was sunk lower in the earth
and the stones omitted, T

. Their marriage ceremony consisted merely in 3
prolonged feast, and which rarely terminated before
the end of twenty-four hours. Polygamy would
sgem not to have been countenanced by the tribe,
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| Of their remedics for disease, the following were

those the most frequently resorted to :—

For pains in the stomach, a decoctien of the
rind of the dogberry was drank.

For sickness among old people—-sickness in the
stomach, painsin the back, and for rheumatism, the
vapor-bath was used.

For sore head, neck, &c., pounded sulphuret of

~‘iron mixed up with oil was rubbed over the part at-

‘fected, and was said generally to effect a cure in two
‘or three days.

Brief as the foregoing statement is, yet, so scanty
are the materials which relate to the subject, that
it contains substantially all the facts which can now
be gathered together of that interesting people,
the original inhabitants of Newfoundland-—a people
whose origin and fate are alike shréuded in mystery,

and of whom, in their passage across the stage of life,

but little is certainly known, beyond the cruel out-

‘rages, the bitter wrongs they endured at the hands

of the white man—Dbefore whose power, so mer-
cilessly used;. the tribe sank, and was either utterly
annihilated, or, as is more probable, a remnant—

‘worn out, harrassed beyond human endurance—-

left the homes of their fathers, and in another land:

sought that security for their lives which was denied

them in this.

FINIS.



