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HE ideas embodicd in the following Address were suggested to

Mrs. Holliwell during here experience in teaching; and read
g at a recent re-opening of her School. The intention at the
time was simply to secure the co-operation of Parents in carrying out her
views; and publicity, beyond the School-room, was not anticipateds
At the solicitation of Friends, however, and in compliance with the urgent

wishes of those whose mature experience and advanced views, as Educa-
tionists, entitle them to be considered reliable authorities in-such matters,
it is, with much diffidence, now submitted to the public in its present form,
with an earncst desire that the benefit to the cause—which has been
kindly anticipated to result from its more general circulation—may, in some
humble measure—Dbe realized.



made in behalf of what I bclil{:vc is fclt to be a universal want.
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THE EDUCATION OF GIRLS.
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The subject T have chosen upon which to offer a few remarks is one
the importance of which all will admit; but before entering on it, I wish
to exprbss the feeling of humility with whickt I undertake the: task, “Yet,
however incompetent one may feel to discuss so important a smvjevt,'
I regard it as a duty to employ such means as may be within my. reach
to awaken interest in the minds of parents. I cndeavor merely to indi-
cate the road, hoping that others will pursue it further. Nothing can ex-
cced the solicitude of most parents for the health and enjoyment of their
children; I wish to suggest that moral and intellectual progress must
be sought after with cqual avidity, or the happiness of the chjld will be ship-
wrecked.,  There is rearcely a habit, & mode of thonght, or a p¥culiar taste that
we possess, tht cannot be traced to early intluence, and caily example. A
look, a careless word, an inadvertent action, may be the lever of future deeds
in some observing child. Decply penctrated, then, with a gense of the impor-
tance of this matter, and anxious to arouse a corresponding intercest in the minds
of parents, I sulbmit my views for their consideration, boping only that my
remarks may lead to a few fireside discussions, a few carnest thoughts. oks,
enough and to spare, have been written on education, but until we become
desirous of acquiring knowledge on any particular subject, we do not scek the
mcans. To kindle this desire in some hitherto indifferent, to solicit the sym-
pathy and co-operation of others already convinced of its importance, is my
only ambition, and I claim indulgence fo+ an honest though imperfect cffort

£ ]

The ¢« Edication of Girl.j’ is a suhject that in its various aspects resembles
the mustard sced in the pamable, a very small thing in tender youth, but far
reaching, almost unlimited, fin its maturc influence. It would be difficult to
point out the person, whethgr king or peasant, professianal or mercantile, edu-
cated or ignorant, who is cniirc]y free from female influence, through mother,
wife, sister, or friend. We iced not go to history to Iearn of kingdoms governed
by women ; socicty, we know/by cxperience and observation, bends unresistingly
to their sway, and we daily fee numerous examples of feminine character and
feminine will playing a cq spiclous part in the domestic circle. When this

|
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subtle power is wivlded by the virtuous and intelligent, it is a cocial reformer,
it elevates and refines all within its reach ; but unfortunately there are many
sad proofs of this same fascination leading to rnin when exercised by the ua-
principled and ignovant. We sece parcnts who would be pious, led iuto
amusements they look upon with distiust to please their daughters; we see
men who would be honest and pay their debty, living far beyond their means to
gratify their vain and pleasuressceking familics; we sce girls who might be
pure and intellectual in their aspirations, following in the wake of a worldly
minded mother, and frittering away time, the precious loan from God, in the
most frivolous occupations. The beginning of evil in all these cases is in
education. “Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he
will not depart frem it.” Education to be eficient must have this ¢reining in
view, nat merely a polishing of the surface or a drawing forth of certain talents,
but grasping the moral with the intellectual, thus producing a harmonious whoele.
Based on false principles it is worse than none, since the negleet of cfforts to
educate indicates a want of ineans, and that condition in itself supplies a
training that is effectual in bringing out some practical qualitics, and in a few
exceptional cases has not proved inimical to fine attainments and noble charac-
teristics.  Education in its true sense, T take to be, that amount and direction
of culture addressed to the intellect and heart which shall develop into fair
proportions the finest talents and most gencrous impulses of the individual,
which shall weed out evil inclinations and prunc away rank luxuriance, which
slall curb the extravagance of imagination and nurse into blosgom the buds
of native genius, and over all and through all impart, by God's assistance and
blessing, that Clristian spirit of love which is of greater price than any mere
mental attainment. If such be a correct view of education, whence the con-
temptuous smile, almost a sncer, with which the mention of the subject is
reecived with most people, as connected with a boarding school young lady ?
There must be something wrong ; either its importance is not recognised, or
there is an crror in its practical application, for though a few ill-disposced
persons may jest at what is good and worthy of reverence, we find that public
opinionis mostly right; whatcver is gencerally condemned needs careful examin-
ation at least, Lefore it is accepted, and surcly education as described above
cannot be supposcd to have much part in girls' schools usually, or why the
almost universal distrust in its efficicncy and results ?

Having bricfly noticed the significant Uearing of female education on
socicty and the world at large, I shall now proceed to examine more fully what
is mcant by the ¢xpression, as used by different classes of persons ; then what it
should mean ; and lastly consider the best manncr of applying our present im-
provements in the art of teaching to practical and beneticial use.

There are three distinct aims in educating a girl, varying according to the
ability and aspiratious of her parents—to render her useful, ornamental, or
intellectual. To cultivate exclusively the useful or the intcllectual is frequently
the destiny of those who have to make their own way in the world ; in such
cases there is no attempt at perfection, no desire to combine those accomplisb-
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m-nts and’ acquirements which are indispensable in forming the “TLady?
Necessity is a hard master, often as erel as the slave driver, and seldom vou-h-
safes Teisure or opportunity for improvement in other walks than those prescrib-
ed Ly duty. I sball not dwell on these circnmstances, they are foreizn to my
ohject just now, which is to treat of education as it presents itself to people in
general, who entertain no partienlar views respecting their children beyond
Lringing them up in a style Lefitting their station in life. The ornamental
is too often exclusively enltivated by those claiming the highest position in
socicty, althongh types of the uscful and intellectual woman are to be found
among the most aristocratic circles.

Let us contemplate each of these characters, they are familiar to all, and
each of them might be pronounced well educated by those who can grasp Lut
one side of a subject or one view of a question,

Training up a girl to usefulness only has its failures as decided and fatal as the
opposite course of educating only for show. Such a system recognizes no world,
intellectually speaking, beyond the material one.  Any instruction embracing
the ornamental or intellectual, without direct reference to its utility, is regarded
with jealousy, and thus the mind of the pupil is restricted to the humblest
mental sphere.  She must be a good arithmetician and disciplinarian, that will
assist her in the practical duties of life, and will help her to economise loney
and time; she can thus keep accounts, shop advantageously, and will prove
altogether a valuable machine in any househliold for saving or discrectly spend-
ing. The menaze of a woman so reared is always a success, she can keep up
appearances at less cost than other people, her scrvants and family are well
regulated and orderly, and she has enough and to spare for charitable purposes,
while her accomplished sister with the same means will be at her wits end to
know how to supply the ordinery requirements of her houschold.  We call such
a person a good manager, and admire her domestic arrangements, but we do
not often care to approach ncarcr. She is frequently arbitrary and narrow-
minded, incapable of feeling an interest beyond her circumscribed world. She
values her dumb possessions more than the enjoyment of her family, and
abounds in luxuries too good for daily use, plate locked up and furniture ands
pictures too costly to gaze upon. This disposition has the art of distilling
annoyance from every trifling domestic occurrence, and of spreading a cold
unsympathetic atmospherc around, and although the inmates of the house are
probably surrounded with more bodily comforts than ethers of their acquaint~
auce, their enjoyment is marred from being reminded constantly of their cost
and importance. The school-boy, ambitious of standing high in his class and
of honorable distinction in his future career, values not his mother’s admirable
managcment for his health and comfort unless he can creep to her side in the
twilight and whisper in her ear his youthful hopes and dreams,*happy in her
sympathy and faith. To be a model housckeeper is all very well, but is it the
end and aim of an immortal spirit? Have we mot minds to improve and pure
tastes to cultivate? We mect with most amiable characters occasionally in
this class, but cven then intimate companionship can never be desired with
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minds limited to the daily cares and work and worrics of life.  We commend
themy because they contrast favorably with the popular type of carcless and
extravagant women, and feel that their ervor is the safer, thongh an error still,
However, in spite of all that can Ye seid in disparagement of the exclusively
uscful as an end and ohject in education, we must hope that the style will not
become guite extinet until a revolution tukes place among its rivals, clse I fear
we shall be bankrupt in common sense, comfort and decency; for we can
scarcely expect the fashionable bell®and the blue-stocking to devote their
superior minds to vulgar wants; and with many shortcomings, as conguenial
compaiious and friends, we must acknowledge tuat the thoroughly domestic
woman is, after all, a blessing in her immediate sphere.

Many prize unduly manners and accomplishments—to lLow gracefully, to
enter & room with dignity, to dance welly to play and sing suffivicatly to please
the ordinary taste, to sketch or paint a little, to be skilfal in funcy necdlework,
these are the ends and objects of some persons. Girls so reared are mere
butterflics in prosperity, while adversity crushes them entirely. In cultivag-
ing accomplishments in the way young ladies are accustomed to do, there is no
mental discipline or hard toil ; and when trouble and anxiety come, as come
they surely doin all lives, there is neither strength for the encounter, fortitude
to bear, or intelligence to strike out a new path. Under such a training the
intcllect withers, absolutely withers ; every subjectis approacherd with frivolity
and viewed on the surface only ; and the most superficial criticisms are passcd
on men and women of the noblest aims and finest talents, if they fall short of
the peor standard acknowledged by these shallow minds. T have endeavoured
to show that the mercly useful woman «ften proved a comfortless companion
by the fire-side, but she is preferable to the frivolous one.  The latter cannot
manage her house or govern her children; she is treated as a ¢hild by hier rela~
tions, because she is not fit for any thing Letter ; she cannot share the reflections
of sensible people ; her servants rule over her, and her children arc openly
rebellious; she may be spoiled and petted while young and pretty, but she
will never feel herself an equal with father, hushand, or brother: they may
levish gifts upon her and call her endearing names, but when carc and thought
8it on their brow, they will not seck hier sympathy nor ask her counsel.  Now,
I consider confidence o higher compliment than presents or attentions,  We
make presents or pay attentions out of policy to indifferent persons, but our
confidence is sacred to those whom we trust. .

We have now only to consider that system which advocates the culture of
the intellect to the neglect of the accomplishments. This course is pursued
somctimes by fathers when left in charge of their daughters’ education, through
domestic bereavement.  Annoyed at the want of cultivation and the frivolity of
many of their lady friends, they resolve on a difterent result for their children,
and certainly achicve it, though, perbaps, there is not much choice between
them. I rather think no mistake in a girl's cducation has clicited more ridicule
and condemnation than this; it is possible there may Le a littie jealousy in the
matter, éo\\'u\'ur, we know that in ordinary socicty a young lady, if pretty and
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lively, will reccive admiration of some sort, cven if she is scverely criticised
for her other deficiencies.  But a yoyng lady who can sce the beautiful only in
drt and literature, and neglects.it igf her dress and her house; who can sélve a
mathcmatical problem casier than direet her cook’s operations, and usces her
needle more awkwardly than her pen, may make up her mind to be unappreci-
ated and unpopular. I can fancy nothing more desolate than a home presided
over by an witwomanly woman, nor anything more grating to a refined taste than
contending for the mastery with man. Unless a woman is preparced to renounce
every graccful feminine attribute, she assumes fo be greatly man's superior,
when 'she asserts herself «capable of doing all he can doin the field of learning.
Can she so entircly shake off the dutics and renounce the pleasures of her
position as mother, daughter, &c., as to placc herself in an equally advanta-
geous position as he? Possibly if she had the same rearing from the cradle K
she might compcte successfully, though what Lenefit would be derived from
such a course I am at a loss to know. Riv alry, then, where victory is denied,
appears foolish and impolitic, and although a fine mtdcht adorns & woman in
the eyes of all noble minded men, still it must not be cultivated to the prejudice
of those graceful fastes and uscful acquirements without which a lady loses her
fascinations, and forfeits her natural and proper place in the social circle.

I think it will be agreed thata trammg, producing either of these types,
would, to an culx"htcncd and liberal mxnd be inefticicnt and one sided. Yet
we havc here all the elements of a good cducation. The uscful, the beautifnl, -
and the intellectual. The error is in separating them; to render them valuable
they must be combined, but what a task is this ? A young man is only expected
to study thosc things that will advance his future prospects ; if he is destined
to be a farmer, he is not obliged to learn Greck and 'Thcolog_v, any morec than
a candidate for the professions is required to understand agriculture aned com-
merce. When his work is over in the ficld or the office, he is not supposed to
go home and assume the housekecping department; nor is it detrimental to his
reputation if he does not shine in the drawing room, and neither dances nor
sings ; of course these accomplishments would make him more popular, but not
alter his social standing, or Icssen his domestic ifitportance. But if 2 woman
is only uscful, or ornamental, or intellectual, she must fail in playing a success-
ful -ps',rt in the drama of lifc; she is expected to live'three cxistences ; she
must excel in houschold management, adorn the social circle and be capable of
discussing the affairs of the nation, the tendencies of & mew book, or listen
intclligently to a political controversy, or a treatise on the midge. She must
make an apt remark at the right place, or her companion will think her stupid,
while at the same time she is manipulating a difficult piece of sewing, or perhaps
speculating on the result of a new method of cooking oysters. This is a
homely illystration of what is expected of a well bred and well educated lady,
and yet this is the gigantic undertaking. No wonder then there are so many
faiiures, no wonder that the becomingly dressed graceful girl often annoys and
disappoints us with her silliness ; the sensible well-read woman disgusts us with
her ill arranged household and neglected children, and the model house-keeper
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drives ug away from her hearth by her sharp temper and twaddle about scrvants
and management. Pause, ye who sit in condemnation, it is no trifle to do more
than one thing well; is not socicty unjust in demanding so much from a young
girl, and making so few provisions for educating her? Parliaments and Muni-
cipalities legislate for the education of boys; public opinion controls its
application, and the subject is thought worthy of discussion by all ; but what
hdarty universal attempt is made to bring the female mind up to the same
standard? Will there be any real equality between them when they have
reached maturity? Beauty and sprightliness will always have power to capti-
vate, but will the charm last when sickness or age has dimmed the beauty, and
sorrow or carc has quenched the vivacity? Then, oh! then will woman need
the resources of a well cultivated and well stored mind to fall back upon for
ber own comfort, to chcer and support her husband, to guidesand train her
children. .

Before we consider what education should be to form the\¢ perfect lady,”
let me suggest a few ideas on the truc meaning of the much abused word. L
regard it as one of comprehensive signification ; deficiency in one department
is as detrimental to a claimant for the title as exclusive excellence in another.
Sheuld we sec a person ignorant of the common usages of polite society, we
should condemn her at once as unladylike, and justly ; but would the individual
who could pay and receive visits without any Lreaches of good manncrs be
more entitled to the name if she occasionally tripped in her grammar and was
incapable of making a single intellectual remark on the topics or questions of
the day ? The otd proverb says, “ Manners make the man,” and the present age
seems inclined to apply this in its most restricted sense to woman; yet,
logically, the assertion will not stand. There arc ladics and gentlemen, who
are deficient in elegance, and there are men and women of great polish, who
cannot justly claim the epithet. For instance, an anecdote went the round
of the papers of a noble Lord who was frequently taken for a waiter, on ac- -
count of his clownish manners and plebeian appearance. A certain King of
the House of Brunswick was particularly homely and plain in his style of be-
havior, and picked his boncs at dinner, holding them in his fingers. Onc of the
Dukes of Somerset was 8o awkward he did not know what to do with his hands,
and generally kept them in his pockets ; these persons were gentlemen by birth
we must acknowledge, if not by breeding. Many ladies of the highest rank are
ungraceful and plain, and we have scen parvenus assume with regal ease their
new honors. The Empress Josephine was more queenly than born queens, and
if rumor is to be believed Eugenic bears herself more majestically than Victoria,
although ker royal blood is inherited from Egbert, the progenitor of the Great
Alfred. Aptitude to acquire polished casy manners is & natural gift, and arises
from a combination of faculties, without which success is unattainable. But
the highest surface polish, the strictést adhercnce to rules, the best models for
imitation, will fail to produce the perfect Lady if the foundation is not laid in
the heart. George 4th was the most polished gentlernan in Europe, does that
commendation spate him the scorn of history? Beau Brummell was a model
of elegance, but that did not save him from the contempt of the good and great.
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The term “Lady” is often arbitrarily applied, and means nothing more than
simply how to conduct oneself according to certain rules differing in certain
socictics.  We all remember the ancedote of the English gentleman being con-
sidered ill Lred and low born, because among some African royaltics he did not
smack his lips when cating, which was their test of good manners, To be a
Lady, then, implies something more than the attainment of certain manners;
there must be a higher standard than that of ordinary socicty ; there must be
the standard of the highly cultivated and the highly moral, as well as of the
kighly polished ; and when education aims at mecting these requirements, and
not till then, it has the right goal in view.

We arc now somewhat prepared to answer the enquiry—What is expected
from a young girl to render her a Lady, in the most comprehensive and proper
sense of the term ?

First, then, a fair acquaintance with the varions departments and branches
of knowledge, as combined in a thorongh course of study.

Second,—Respectable attainments in the several accomplishments, or*at
least exccllence in some,

Third,—An intimate knowledge of the requirements and usnages of good
socicty, and such refinement of manners as can be acquired only by mixing frecly
in it, -~

Fourth,—Such & knowledge of the practical duties of life as will enable
her, when arrived at a proper age, to undertake with confidence and discharge
with success the responsibilities of the houschold and the family.

The two first qualifications are particularly the work ‘of tcachers and
schools; the foundation of the third must be laid at the same time, but differs
from the others, inasmuch as home co-operation is indispensable. Gentleness
and refinement must prevail in the domestic circle, or school discipline and
example are quickly forgotten. This department must be perfected, and the
fourth entered upon, when the time comes for the usual routine of study to be
dispensed with,

By the first qualiﬁcatio:“n so much familiarity with History and Geo-
graphy, Ancient and Modern, that she will readily understand most historical
allusions, and the conncxion of the present age inits politics and pkilosophy with
the past, and I would have her acquire such a method of studing these subjects
as would make it easy at any time to take up a particular history of a particular
period or country, and master it with the least waste of time. Alsosucha
knowledge of her own language that her cerrespondence may be correct and
elegant ; her diary, memorandum book, and album mirrors that reveal an
educated mind. I would have her Arithmetic comprehensive, that in buisness
transactions she could control results, and not feel herself at the mercy of the
shopkeeper and the workman, as is oftcn the case. I would add to these at-

-

.
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tainments, an acquaintance with the Sciences and Literature, that shie may not
look with an ignorant cyc on the wonders of that world of which she forms a
part, and when thrown among the lcarned and scicntific she may follow the
conversation with pleasure, even whea forbidden to assist.

By the second :—A good knowledge of the Theory and Practice of Music,
and such cultivation of the voice as the individual talent will permit. My own
taste would lead me to desire no other accomplishment, if the musical talent
were really superior, and very highly cultivated; should it, however, be only
moderate, it would be as well to add Drawing or Painting, or both ; and if
musical taste were altogether wanting, ,I wonld prefer that a pupil devote her-
sclf altogcther to Drawing, as the time spent over the Piano will be only
wasted, The Modern Languages should never be neglected in a thorough
coursc of education. French has a particular claim on us as Canadians, with
half of our fullow-subjects speaking that tongue, and Italian and German
might Le added advantageously, especiaily if the young pupil showed no pre-
ference for art, -

-Dancing, and various kinds of Necdle Work, are easily attainable by all; and
should rather be looked upon as amusements, than matters requiring scrious
application. - .

The foundation of the third department of education should begin from
the cradle, and depénds more strictly on moral training than anything clse. A

perfect control of temper, a consideration for the feelings of others, respect .

for age and virtue, a modest cstimate of sclf—these are the attributes of the
true lady, and must be taught from infancy. The usages of the polite world—
an easy and graceful demeanor—are readily gained by intercourse with good
socicty, when the basis is constructed on Christian principles and Christian
love. Without this, polish is a spurious coinage, detected from the genuine
orc at a glance by those whose adwiration and praise are an honor.

The fourth bLranch is altogether the mother’s department, and should be
entercd upon as soon as the school routine is completed. Among the wealthy
aristocracy of the European world, this branch of cducation might be dis-
pensed with, without ill effect ; but in this favored country, where fow are so
rich as not to Le the happicr and the Letter for excellence in dumestic manage-
ment, it should form an important part of a girl’s training. Should the blind
goddess lavish her favors on her, then will her efficiency in housckeeping add
a charm to her menage, that wealth mercly could not give; and money
that would be ignorantly spent, without benefit to any one, would, under her
administration, supply food for the hungry and clothes to the naked. If, on
the contrary, comparative poverty should Le her lot, what a jewel in her
matron’s crown would be economy! We necd no magnifying glass to sce the
cvils around us of bad managcment and extravagant housckeeping ; families
that might be respected are brought to beggary through ity and men that
ought to enjoy competency and freedorg from care are bowed down with the
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burden of supporting ill-ordered and spendthrift houscholds. Mothers some-
times retain too tenacionsly the reins of domestic government ; if they would
devolve some of their dutics on their grown-up dauglters, it would prove
bengficial to hoth, A few crrors must be overlooked at first 5 a few failures ia
markeging, a foolish investment now and then in shopping, must be expected,
and |¢heerfully endured but a little practice soon enables the tyro to choose

/_:Lu,d.kmrch:xsc witlh almost the success of her elders, while her mother has the
happy conscionsness that when the time comes for them to part, it is not as
an inexpericneed child she sends her away to learn her lesson in bitterness
and alone, but hopeful and confident of the future.

It now remains for us to enquive what are the best means within our reach
of providing this edneation for our daughters.  Many persons, who estimate
cducation highly, cntertain a deep-rooted distrust, if not an aversion to
schouls.  Much could be said on Loth sides of the question ; and arguments in
fuvour of home training, or school discipline, can be furnished in abundance
by the advocates for cither system @ theoretically, T think, perhaps the admirvers
of home education have the best of it Lut I believe thie discipline of schools
to have been crowned with the most practical success,

It is a beantiful picture that of & young girl reared in the pure atmosphere
of the domestic circle, accus
to hear nothing but the
reproof seve

med to live in the sunshine of parental love;
Td conversation of her mother's sclect society, no
mn  her gentle admonitions, no word or sentiment but ap-
proved by her anxious censorship.  With an amiable dispesition, fair talents,
and inteilectual and refined parents, one can imagine a goung girl bred up to
womanhood in artless ignorance of all that is wickedfand deccitful in the
world, & charming study for those who are versed ind

s wiles, a creatare to
love and cherish, to watch and guide.  This were well if such care were sure
to be hers always ; if her duty in life were simply to follow somebody's lead 5
to listen and obey : Lut since the most highly favored in circumstances cannot
sccure a future made to order for the most precious of children, surely the
object of cducation should be, not merely to produce a type of character that
is fascinating and loveable, but also to supply & knowledge of lifv as it is, and
of human natwe as we find it ; that will not leave honest principles and
religious teachings at the merey of the first assaults of termptation. Many and
fatal are the crrors committed through iguorance ; quite as fatal, and quite as
many as those committed wilfully. ‘The maiden that has never had an appor-
tunity of comparing her mental and moral qnalifications with thosce of others,
is sure to cnter life with false views, is likely to mistake specious vice for
genuine virtue, and could never detect the gloss of superficial clegance from
real worth. It might be asked, “ How is this expericnce to be gained at
school?” I would answer, that wisdom consists very much in forming a pro-
per cstimate of sclf, considercd bLoth absolutely and relatively, and in the
power of applying that knowledge with discrimination to the various pesi-
tions in which we may be placed ; and that a school, from its very constitution,
its numbers; and mixed charact.r, aferds a better opportunity for attuining the
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nccessary information than the retircment of home. She can there compare
her mental powers and standing with others of her age ; she discovers her
mor#l shortcomings ; she cannot help finding out that she is peevish or pas-
sionafe, and that the respect and lave of her schoolfellows depend on over-
coming her failings. In spite of the foolishness of youth, she will see that
the popular and best liked are the truthful and independent; and if a high
moral tone pervades the establishment, there will be the pressure of public
opinion on a small scnlé,\vhic')l will work very beneficially on the character of
the children.  There is an atosphere of impartiality about a school that is
almost unattainable at home, which is admirably adapted to dissipate any false
impression of superiority : the young pupil will not be blinded to her deficien-
cies because mamma and papa tenderly appreciate her tukewarm efforts; she
knows well ¢nough #hat will not advance her in her class, or hielp her to exeel
her schoolfcllows ; and her bappy confidence in the criticisin of indulgent
parcnts gives way to a consciousness that actual merit is the only test, and
industry and perseverance the only paths to eminence. There is no doubt
that submission and discipline might Le taught at home, as well as at school 5
but are they, generally? It is good for a child to be s¢ many hours-of a day
under control ; she lcarns to govern her temper, and be forbearing ; she has
not the same inducements to idleness and disobedicence, for all are busy and
all obey; and youth cannot help moulding itself on the model offered for
imitation. Now, this training is not to be arrived at in private tuition. The
child has no opportunity of comparing hersclf with her superiors : she has no
gauge by which to estimate her powers, and will grow up conceited and over-
bearing, or run into the opposite extreme of excessive diffidence, according to
the peculiar disposition : but either fault would be obviated by intercotrse
with others, the shy and meoedest learn to value themselves more correctly,
while the sclf-suficient have their proud front lowered.  Few parents are firm
cnough to adhere to their own rules : it is hard to withstand the pleadings of
a pet child, cven when the request is to its own injury ; and domestic dutics,
sickness, visitors, in fact the most ordinary events of life, are so many obsta-
cles to regularity. A child rearcd altogether under the paternal roof is some-
what similarly situated to a young DPrince, in danger of never hearing the
truth ; it is the interest of those surrounding her to keep her self-satisfied ;
she is quite aware that her rclations have a high opinion of her capacity and
progress, she fecls that she is an object of anxicty to her family : her cfforts
are magnified, her talents praised, and cvery step appreciated. The result of
such a course must be disappointment.

So much in favor of schools. But school teaching often proves a miser-
able failure, Granted that the system of study is admirable, what is the cause
of this failure? One of the most olbvious reasons is the late age at which

. children are seat to school. They form low tastes, for dress and exciting

amuscments for instance ; and not unfrequently, except in well regulated
families, become disobedicnt as a rule, unless obedience is pleasing. After a
while, at ten, twclve, thirteen, or even later, as the casc may be, one parent,
perhaps both, become aware that their little girl, who is the object of their
tenderest affection, is growing up unmanageable and ignorant, and she is sent
to school without on¢ hour's preparatory discipline. Dislike for study is the con-
sequence, and before the pupil's mind has had a chance of development, her
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age leads her into socicty more or less, and all hope of efficiently doing the
work is over. This custom of permitting childeen to share the amuscments
of their clders, which is growing upon us daily no doubt from cur proximity to
the Americans, where girls have their beaux and boys their cigars when they
should be in pinafores playing with dolls and kites, is obnoxious both to
health and education. The aim of many young people, and of their parents
for them, is to shine in socicty ; and if they find they can attain their cnd,
without further trouble and toil, why should they study?  Various extrancous
circumstances may give them temporary suceess in the cocial sphere—the posi-
tion of their parents, their personal charms, the fascination of youth—and
they natnrally conclude they ought to be satisficd with themselves, since the
world &eems to simile soapprovingly on them. Now, I would like to put it toany
young lady of sense whether it is complimentary to receive attentions merely
for the sake of her parents, or for mere beauty ot face 7 The clown can seeand
admire beauty. Would she care for such admiration? The maid servant, the
peasant, the gipsy girl may possess prettiness in common with her.  Does she
not desire something better,—some real, intellectual possessions, attained by
her own eflort, to attract admiration and inspire regard?  Thus, this carly in-
troduction into socicty deprives the young girl of a powerful incentive to
study. How can any onc be expected to pursue geography, history, and

French with zeal, when the mind is occupied with the pleasures of the pre-

vious evening's entertainment, or the prospect of a future one? How absurd
will the reproofs of her teachers sound in her ear, when she has been told that
she needs nothing to render her perfect : how contradictory the efforts of her
masters to urge her to exertion, when the honcyed tones of flattery have
alr.ady whispered to her that her power to please is limited only by her wish,
If voung people must cmerge into the fashionable world so soon, then they
should begin their studics soon, so that one may be dropped when the other is

taken up @ to try and carry on both is unjust to parents, pupils, tcachers, and
all concerned.

Infant prodigics of learning are painful to the spectator afid dangerou®to
the individual ; and to ensure a happy result in education, there is not the
slightest occasion to begin in infancy 5 but it must not be forgotten that pre-
covity more frequently shows itself in shrewd sayings and witty remarks than
in any wonderful aptitude for study. The first scven years of lifc might ad-
vantageously be employed in laying a foundation of. good health and good tem-
per.  Eaily hours, plenty of excreise, abundance of fresh air and water, with
wholesome food, will ceffect the former in ordinary cases, while a cheerful
domestic circle and parental sympathy will ensure the latter.  The little one
should be taught implicit and ready oledicnce : truth and gentlencss may be
instilled more by example than precept. If in addition to this the loving
mother can teach ber child to read, so much the better : no one can impart the
first lessons like a mother : it is a sacred task, and should not be sct aside ex-
cept by imperative dutics. Howcever, a healthy, truthful, obedient child of
seven is a most hopeful pupil, even if it does not know A from B. Regular
attendance and average talent will enable such a pupil, under careful and
judicious tcachers, to lcave school when some neglected girls are just dis-
covering the necessity of beginning. Accomplishments well grounded during
the pe riod of school attendance, can then be perfected under the paternal roof,
by the assistance of masters; and now is the time to complc,tc the third
department of education, ard commence the fourth.

‘When we remember at how carly an age many young women of the highest
rank in Canadian socicty begin the serious duties of life, and that at twelve or
thirteen they were ignorant of even the rudimentary "branches of learning,
should we be snrpnacd at any want of culture or lack of information in young
people so reared, or rebel at the contempt in which men in %npml hold the
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feminine mind, as it too often presents itsclf, after the usual fashionalle
routine of cducation has been completed.

Another cause of failure is thé want of interest shown by parents in the
education of their children. Many think they bave donc their duty when a
teacher or school is selected, and the bills paid. Not so. A child is the reflex
of its parcnts ; what i3 prized Wy them must be valuable, not otherwise. If
no anxiety is telt at home about its progress, there will be comparatively little
shown by the child ; the parental standard of education will be its standard.
If cnltivation cf the higher faculties be esteemed lightly by the parent, then
the teacher may look in vain for any cnergy and earnestness on the part of the
pupil to surmount the difficultics in the way of her intellectual progress,
Pceople are so indifferent sometimes to the importance of education, that they
will employ incfticient teachers, because they sympathise with their circumn-
stances ; or perhaps the individual in question may be a relative, and must be
supported.  Unfortunately, there is no profession where so much imposition
may e practiscd ; and teaching is often taken up as a last resource by persons
incapable of doing anything clse. Better sacrifice any thing, rather than a
child's cducation : no influence nor motive should sway the choice of a
teacher, but o desire for its good ; and if charity must be done, let it be done
disinterestedly, or at least without intlicting injury on our chlldun Masters
are not permitted to assume the tutorship uf boys without some proof of their
fitness—perhaps College honors,-or a Normal School certificate.  Grammar
Schools and Common Schools are taught by teachers tested Ly carefully select-
ed judges ; but in girls’ education any destitute lady-like woman, or orphan
daughter of respectability, assumes to be competent to the task, and cntire
fitness is never called in question, or succeess made the test. 1 mean by suc-
cess, sneeess in developing the facultics of the pupil, and producing something
worthy of the name of education; not, certainly, success in securing large
attendance of pupils, the only test which too any persons ever think of
applying. The qualifications alrcady enumerated as indispensable in forming
the lady, indicate, so far as they go, the qualifications essential to the teachier.
If scholarship were the test alone, then the important clements of clegance
and feminine accomplishments might be neglected, while one who excelled
only in the latter would be in danger of overrating their importance in the
eyecs of the pupils. A mind equally balanced, appreciating cach development
justly, and kecping in view the perfect whole, is the most desirable for such
a position. In any special department the services of competent masters can
be had ; but as cvery one is liable to value too highly his peculiar art or
geience, it is the especial duty of the Principal to estimate correctly the rela-
tive importance of cach branch, and impress such estimate on the pupil’s
mind. Some kind of provision might be made, possibly, for dctermining the
fitness of lady teachers. The public provision that already cxists compre-
hends only a course of study in certain English branches, which, alone, will

never recommend itself to the polished circles ofarhtmmtu society ; hence’

the demand for private schools, to mect the main requirements of that class,
viz., the accomplishments, and a certain polish of manners: if more of the
intellectual could be added, it would surcly be an improvement, and I believe
would be welcomed.

A ﬂmrourrh upder:t'mdmrr and co-operation between parents and teachers
is absolutcly necessary for succees.  Young people naturally dislike hard work,
and yet there is no reward in the tield of learning without toil.” There mnst he times
when the daily exaction of study is irksome, “nd the duties of school are anta-

onistic to the inclinations. In such cases the teacher lms two  aiternatives,
o let the fanlt pass uunnoticed if the couscience will permit, and which in
many cases will please parents as well as children, or to show displeasure by cen-
surc or punishment, as the fault may require,  The latter course appears the
only onc open to common sens¢ and common bonesty, and yet jt is perilous to the
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interest of the teacher. The sympathies of parents are arouged instantly by the com-
plaint of a c¢hild, and although it is often acknowledged that home teaching did not
answer, with the unlimited anthority of a father and mother to hear upon it, yet the
only power frequently delemated to a stranger to achieve the ditficult work, is per-
mi~sion to bring on the pupil rapidly, without one disagreeable or unwilling cffort on
her part. I bave heard mothers own that their danghters have been at school from
childhood, and yet are not half cducated, and wonder over the cause, secking remote
reasons in the idiosynerasies of their childrens’ diepositions, certain mental character-
istics, their high spirit or volatility : no doubt there are favorable and unfavorable
combinations in the facultica of different children, but the one great abyss that
ecparates the ill educated from the highly cultivated, where the advantages have been
similar, is want of submission to proper authority. I do not mean mere phy-ical
ohediencee; there are few children that would refuse that: but submissjon of the
licart and will, a desire to inect the teacher’s requirements.  This is one of the lessons
that must be taught by parents or left untanght. A teacher can often gain the same
end by working on other feelings or exciting other emotions, snuch as shame and emu-
lation, but the labor is tedious, much precious time is lost, and the morul effect often
injurious. Tt bas been well said, that **the first and most important lesson in life is
submission.” A child’s sudmission to its parents, and to those entrusted by its parents
with its control, sliould be entire.  To teach this submission is not a matter of tuste,
or choice: it is a holy and imperative duty. The anger of God tollows the undutiful
child. Oh! what a cruel inheritance for a parent to bequeath.

It would be well that no onc, under any circumstances, should be employed in
the capacity of teacher who it not entirely deserving ot contfidenec; that the most
carcful inguiry should bé made into qualification and character: and all buman fore-
sight usced to insure a wise selection. But the choice onee made, perfect control should
be given over the pupil, until good and sutfcient reason was offered for the coutrary,
and when such reason did occur an immediate change should be made, and not a languid
fault finding, frequently carried on in the presence of the pupil, and her opinion and
criticism taken into consideration, with attendance continued, of course utterly
without any beneticial result. “Let parents be plain spoken to teachers, and be quite
sure that they never condemn them for doing their duty faithfally.  The most indulgent
mother would be d cd if, after months of supposcd study, her darling showed
no improvement, and yet she may have been ready to censure any course to ensure that
improvement, which proved unpalatable to the pupil. None know, hut those who
have tried it, the time that is lost in alluring and coaxing @ rcluctant or sclf-willcd
child over a mental difficulty, that might be conquered at one sitting, if prompt sub-
mission were a habit, and she knew home discipline would support school training.

[Lis iz one reason of the necessity for long school hours.  If pupils wasted no tine
in stmothered rebellion, indolence, and idle conversation, their work would be achicved
successfully in half the spee that is usually allotted for it.  But if, with the ordinary
five or six hours in school, we count the allowance for the practice of musie, and
for preparatory study, the period taken up in undutiful parleying, in unwilling
obedience to the letter and utter disobedicoee to the spirit of the parental commands,
we have a day of discontent, unhappiness, and sin, the sight of which would make
the angels weep, as portraying the life of those who should be Christ’s little ones,
the lambs of His fold, the sheep of His flock.

This iz not the place to enter upon the technicalitics of intclleetual training ;
my design is to present a broad and general view of the subject: partivalar
vicws and systems of teaching are only inferesting to the profession. I will fierely
remark, however, that I think memory should never be cultivated at the expense of
the judeent, and no forward step- should be taken wuntil the present position is
perfectly mastered. It is not enough to be able to do or say a thing, it must be
understood and applied. It is foo much the fashion to press on to the higher
branches of study, while the preliminary ones are neglected—another consequence of
beginning to learn late, for grown girls ‘do not like to be toiling at work that should
have been accomplished years previously : and thus, we often hear of youny ludics
pursuing Algebra and Latin who caunot write a dozen pages of good English, or read
with corrcet pronunciution and proper emphasis, I am of Lord Littlcton’s opinion,
who, in a speech delivered as President of a Mecbanics’ Institute, regretted that the
old fashioned accomplishiments of tine reading and correct onhogmph{ were falling
into disrepute among their more high sounding and brilliant rivals. I do not meun
by this that children should be restricted to rudimentary studies, but that the
chief part of their time should be given to a thorough groundiug in fundumental
principles, until mastered.  One great difficulty of a teacher is to sccure the hearty
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co-opcration of young pupils, even when well trained and dl~powd to learn.  Perhaps
no means of dnml' 0 i+ more suceessful than opening out to them, fmm mnv to
tiine, climpses of that world of knowle which will be theirs, i

the end, Chiidren will weary oceasionally over the drudoery
i1 s they do not sec the aim of many of their studies, and cven when ex:
them, such aiis are frequently beyond their present ambition,  Dr. Brown suys, 8
child’s world is only three feet Ligh, meaning that the objects that interest children are
nuear ones. History, Grammar, and Geographs, unless tanght by those who have
thoronghly explored the seeret avenues to the young mind, are lessons merely to be
east off and forgotten, when the schiool hours are ov ery ther( iz no connection with
them and anything in their existenee s life would be quite as enjoyable without thems
{hiey xmd to recognize & conneeting link between their studies and every day c\pc-
riciiee; they want the apparent antagonisin of schiool studies and life's interests to
be recone Childeen's pereeptions are kKeeno It is generally the child of the
hotee thut discovers the first ripe apple or cherry of the scason, the tirst violet or
rose in the ower gardon, the new bird's nest in the tree.. Wandering through wood
and vale, hy mountain Streatn or ocean shore, they will examine with lively curiosity
every littie flowe ru « weed or buzzing inseet ; they will colleet a precious store of
stones and shells, dead butterlies and bird's egrgs,  Now, & half hour spent occasion-
ally upon these subjects reveals to them the relation that scienee bears to the trifies
that amusc and please them : they learn with delight that their little treasures are
not despicable, and only tit for children, but sources of contemplation or curiosity
to the greatest inte et Thi~ love of the matural w orld, and inqguisittveness atter
the causes ¢f phenomena, often div out carly in the young mind, and I believe from
want of rympaihy and eultivation. It secms to me, that comparatively fresh as the
voung are from the Creator's hand, they enjoy the study of Flis works more than the
arts invented Ly man, or the histories of )ns varied and eventful career.  If the chief
end of education is to foster a love of hnowledge, surely the time is not lost that
awakens ambition of discovery and acquigition in her ample field, and that unites
the =chool and the teacher with the World of Nature,  Girls pnr‘icuhrl\' require the
cuitivation of this taste, for since the greater part of their lives is spent within doors,
narrow aiins and petty cares absorh the enereics and dwarf the brain, I am not
looking to the actual information zained, but to the enlarcine and liberalizing influ-
ence of g weneral view of great subjects. I 'would rather a child, in gazing into the
starey sky, was penctrated with awe at the stupendous v stness of the Creators
works, than to be able to name cach particular star,  The latter might be acquired by
industry, without any comprehension of the magnificent scheme of Deity, of worlds
beyond” \\m.d~ systemis beyond gystems, until finite minds < appalléd at the con-
templation.  One acquiranent mixht have the effeet of exeiling sel-conedit 1 the
other could not fadl to inspire humility,  Thes intellcetual cultivation may progress
hand in hand with moral and religious advaneement 3 and the cffeet on the character
is scarcely Iess pereeptible than the etfeet on the mind.

3 lc:\m-

Before closing, T must reiterate my deep sense of incompeteney to do justice
even to my own limited conee ption of the maznitude and importance of the subject.
1 have broken the iee : I leave the plange to bolder swinuners,  Bat as the widow's
mite was accepted by the Lord of atly 201 rra~t my sinall offering towards
attention to the dcticiencics of girls’ -education may be reecived ind
parents and friends.

Eln Huu<e, Toronto,
Corner of John and Wellington Sticets.
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