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We Contemo:

That not to give away any part of our Income !
unlawful;

That to leave what we shall give to be determined
by Impulse or chance, without any principle to guide us,
Is unlawful:

That to fix a principle for our guidance by our own
disposition, or by prevalent usages, without seeking
light In the Word of Ctod,

Is unlawful;

That when we search the Scriptures for a principle,
the very lowest proportion of our income, for which
we can find any show of Justification, is a tenth of the
whole;

That, therefore. It is our duty to give away statedly,
for the service and honour of our God, at the very
least, one-tenth, of all which He commits to our
stewardship.

Thb Rev. Wm. Abthub, A.M.

Copyright, Canada, 1913, by

RICHARD DUKE



THE GREAT "OUGHT"

Q N one occasion our Lord was surrounded by a
gathering of the common people, among

whom were the disciples, and also scribes and Phari
sees. Upon these last He looked with anger, because
of their hypocrisy. His zeal for the Kingdom of
God stirred Him to the following rebuke: "Woe
unto you, Scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites I For ye
tithe mint and anise and cummin, and have left

undone the weightier matters of the law, judgment,
and mercy, and faith: but these ye OUGHT to have
done, and not to have left the other undone. Ye
blind guides, which strain out the gnat, and swallow
the camel." Here he exposes their sin; but the woe
was not because they tithed the small herbs of the
garden, but because they had neglected judgment,
and mercy, and faith. An exact equivalent in mean-
ing for, "and not to have left the other undone," is,

''ye OUGHT to have done the other." N'ow "the
other " is the tithing of mint and anise and cummin.
So then we find our Lord here saying, in effect, "ye
OUGHT to tithe mint and anise and cummin."' He



dons not sny that tho lithirifr of the horl).s wn^ not

per 8c a wci^'htv matter, but simply that the claims
of judgment and mercy and faifli were \V('i<:liticr

weightier as a eamol wciirhcd against a i.'iiat. Hero
it was the principle of titliiiiir which he approved;
for if Tie coimuended its application to niinnre thinp^
He. therein-, maiiiiified the principle itself. And
\Nhat is (hat principle? \\V apprehend it to he one-
tenth (.f net income, required as a minimum ofTerinj;
to CJod, with liherty in respect <.f thank-(»ff(>riii,:r. Wr
are to understand, then, that our Lord says to these
scrihes and Pharisees expressly, and to the whol,.

assendded multitude indirectly, '' Yo OUGHT t(»

tithe." This Ol^CTTT is the'oiTGTTT of the Son
of God. Let us reverently seek to know the nu-aniui?
of the great word, in the connection in whicdi it is

siujken. It is a summcms, at once, to the har of
conscience in their souls; it brings them under the
all-i.enetrating eye of the Judge-of-all, who re.pnres
this duty at their hands. Duty then is OUGHT in
execution. It was their duty, to whom dirist sp.,ke,
to keep the law of tithe—something they were re-
quired of God to do, under penalty of his displeasure.
OUGHT is imperative, and duty is fidelity to the
Voice within. When truth and right are presented
to the mind the Voice within responds, ''\ OUGHT"
—"deep calleth nnto deep." These scribes and



Pharisees heard the great OTTGIIT of the Prophet,

as did all the people assembled, and it s«poke its own
echo in their souls. To it they must have assented.

Any Rabbi might hav<^ said to this gathering whom
Jesus addressed, in confident assurance of an affir-

mative response in their minds and hearts, " These

OUGHT ye to have done, and not have left the other

undone," for no law was better honored at the time

in the observance than the law of tithe. The great

thing here gained for the cause of riirht-giving is

that Jesus, by these words, puts his signature in

full, publicly and impressively, to this immemoilal
law, and for our eyes to see.

He commends the people for keeping it, and, by
implication, commands them to continue to keep it.

The OUGHT of the Christ was based upon the fol-

lowing facts and considerations:

—

1. The law of tithe was a law from Heaven. Its

origin was not human. Its birth-place was the mind
of God. In the nature of things such a law must be
a matter of revelation. He, who, in the beginning,

called for a seventh of time, must say how much of

substance he requires at man's hands, if any. Time
and substance are the only things entrusted to us as

stewards, outside our own personal talents. It has

pleased the Almighty to say what proportion of the
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former he requires to be separated, as holy unto his

service, would he not also reveal His will in regard

to the proportion which he requires of the latter?

2. The law of tithe was from the beginning.

Every Jew knew that traditional laws were recog-

nized and enforced before the codification of laws

by the hand of Moses. Great primal laws were com-
municated orally to men, which should be for all

people, in all times and placos. These were based

upon the constitution of human nature and man's
relation to God; the law of the Sabbath, for in-

stance. It can hardly be doubted that the law of
tithe was regarded by the Jewish people as coeval

with the Sabbath law. The very phraseology in

which the law is recorded is sufficient evidence that

a Sabbath day was recognized before the finger of
God inscribed the commandment on the Tables of
Stone: "Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy."
They were to keep still well in mind and practise
what all along had been known to them as the mind
of God respecting the seventh of time. And simi-
larly, we believe, there was from the beginning a
law of tithe-oifering, which was for man as man, and
designed to run the whole course of time. The prac-
tising of the tithe-principle by ancient heathen
nations, in their worship, points back to an oral



communication from God in the remotest age, as the

common source of this practice. Some of the earlv

fathers of the Church understood the moral differ-

ence between Cain and Abel's offering to be that

Cain withheld a part of the prescribed tithe. Tu
harmony with this we read in the Septuagint, " Tf

thou hast offered aright, but hast not divided nright,

hast thou not sinned?" And again St. Paul calls

Abel's sacrifice a larger sacrifice, which seems to

corroborate the view that the offence in Cain's offer

ing was that it violated the tithe principle in that
it lacked in quantity. Abel's offering is also spoken
of as a righteous act, which seems to imply that there
was a recognized law of proportion, or standard,
with which the act complied.

Long before the book of Leviticus was written
Abraham and Jacob gave their tenth. Their offer-
ings were pleasing to God, and they were blessed in
return. The language in Leviticus clearly indicates
that the law of tithe was primeval; that as found
ir. the book of the law it was simply the original, tra-
ditional law published under fresh sanctions.

'

The
definite article and the present tense of the verb in
the sentence, "The tithe . . . is the Lord's" prove
this. Had the law been then given for the first
time, the language would have been, " A tithe .

shall he the Lord's."
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3. The law of tithe was strongly emphasized

throughout the Scriptures, which the Jewish people

took as their rule of faith and practice.

As the word OUGHT fell on the ears of the

people they would naturally recall the allegiance of

patriarchs and prophets to this law, and the con-

spicuous place given it, under Divine direction, by

the hand of their great leader, Moses, when he set

in order the code for the government of the chosen

people.

It svould appear perfectly clear to them that they

OUGHT to follow the example and teaching of those

who were providentially set over them as spiritual

guides. No law was more deeply embedded in their

history than this one, and respect for their history

OUGHT influence them in the direction of the ob-

servance of it.

4. The people to whom our Lord said, in effect,

Ye OUGHT to tithe," knew from their own
national history, that prosperity attended the keeping

of this law, and vice versa.

The great OUGHT stood also upon the self-in-

terest of those to whom it was spoken; they would
be advantaged in their substance and in their souls

by tithing their income. Abraham and Jacob, who
in the writ*-n history of God's ancient people set
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the grand pxample of tithing, wero, in the donblo
sense, rewarded for their fidelity to this law—thev
prospered in substance and they prospered in spirit.

" Blessed be Abram of God, :\[ost High, possessor
of heaven and earth," was the benediction of the
high priest, in the name of God, becanse the patriarch
had offered the tenth of the spoils, which benedic-
tion included spiritual blessing, inasmuch as it con-

veyed the assurance that God was well pleased with
the offering. Abraham's servant said to Laban: ''

1

am Abraham's servant. And the Lord hath blessed
my master greatly, and he is become great; and he
hath given him flocks, and herds, and silver and gold,
and men-servants and maid-servants, and camels and
asses." Here was temporal blessing in abundance.
Jacob vowed, '• T will surely give the tenth unto
thee," and the Lord heard him, and subsequently
said to him: ''

I am the God of Bethel where thoii

anointest a jiillar. where thou vowedst a vow unto
me." From this reference it is evident that the vow
of the tenth was pleasing to God. And Jacob, too,
was blessed in substance and in spirit, for it is said,'

"The man increased exceedingly, and had large
flocks and maid-servants and men-servants, and
camels and asses." ^^With my staff," he says, "

1

passed over this Jordan, and now I am become two
companies." And he was blessed in spirit; for it is
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written: "Jacob was left alone, and there wrestled a

man with him until the brtakinir of the day "...
and Jaool^ said: " I will not let thee p:o except thoii

bless me." "And he blessed him there . . .

And Jacob called the name of the place Pen 'el. for.

said he, I have seen God face to face, and my life

is preserved."

When the nation was faithfnl to its dntv of tithin<'

il was blessed. "Then Tlezekiah questioned with

the priests and Levites concerning the heaps. And
Azariah, the chief-priest of the house of Zadok. ans-

wered him and saidr "Since the people began to

bring the obla+'-)ns into the house of the Lord we
have eaten and i. d enough, and have left plenty, for

the Lord hath blessed His people, and that which is

left is this great store." Here the great store whicH
was left was the blessing of God in return for the
bringing in of the oblations to the house of the
Lord.

" Honour the Lord with thy substance, and with
the first-fruits of all thine increase, so shall thy barns
be filled with plenty, and thy presses shall burst out
with new wine." But less than the prescribed mini-

mum so far from honoring God would be the robbing
of God.

When the tithe law was neglected the nation suf-

fered. In Malachi's day the ill-condition of the
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people was very great. -
I have no pleasure in roii,

saith the Lord of hosts." " Ye are cursed with a
curse

;
for ye rob me, even this whole nation." "Will

a man rob God ? yet ye rob me. Hut ye say, where-
in have we robbed theo ? Tn tithes and offerings."
Then they are graciously invited to -'

bring the whole
tithe into the storehouse that thorr may be meat in
mine house, and prove mo now liorowith, saith the
Lord of hosts, if I will not open you the windows
of heaven, and pour j'ou out a blessing that there shall
not be room enough to receive it."

5. The reasons on which the tithe law was based,
from the first, continued in undiminished force.

These reasons were:

—

(1) That the worship of the true God might be
preserved among men.

(2) That God's sovereignty over property, and
consequently, that man's stewardship of it, might be
suitably acknowledged.

(3) That gratitude for Divine mercies might find
a ready and ample means of expression.

(4) That an efficient restraint might be placed
upon the innate selfishness of the human heart.

(5) That means might be provided systematically,
and in due proportion to everyone's ability, for the
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maintenance of true religion, and fer workt of bene-

ficence.

The OUGHT which, in effect, was pronounced by
the Divine Teacher in commendation of the practice
of tithing was based upon the foregoing facts and
considerations.

Let us briefly re-state them :

—

The law of tithe was a law from Heaven

;

The kw of tithe was from the beginning;
The law of tithe was strongly emphasized through-

out the Scriptures; '

Prosperity attended the keeping of this law, and
vice versa;

The reasons on which the tithe law was based from
the first, continued in unabated force.

On this broad basis of belief the OUGHT of
Jesus rested; and to it 1 . OUGHT appealed; and
from it his OUGHT, secured in every listener's con-
science, whom he addressed, an affirmative response.
Now if it can be shown that thij OUGHT of Jesus

grips his professed followers of to-day as tenaciously
as it gripped those to whom he at first addressed the
great imperative, it is to be hoped that the reader
of these pages will not only yield his assent to the
evidence offered, but will prove the sincerity and
depth of his conviction by applying the tithe prin-
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ciple to his givings to the cause of God, if already
he has not taken up this attitude as a Christian
steward. And first, let me invite attention to the
fact that the five reasons stated as being the founda-
tion on which the tithe-law stands are, to say the
least, as applicable to the times in which we live as
they were in Old Testament times. Let us briefly
recall them, one by one.

That the worship of the true God might he main-
tained in the earth.

The formal offering of substance to the God of the
universe, at regular intervals of time, would in any
place and age, be an impressive act of public worship,
a proclamation of faith before the world, in the One-
God-Over-All, and a summons to all spectators to join
in this God-honoring, soul-exalting, and most reason-
able offertory service.

This reason still holds good.

That God's sovereignty over substance, and man's
consequent stewardship of it, might be achnoioledged.

The natural heart, now as ever, is inclined to say,

'what I have is my own,' 'my power and the might of
mine hand hath gotten me this wealth,' and thus
draws a circle around substance, from which God is

shut out. The truth, " He is Lord of all," is sup-
pressed

;
and men use their substance to gratify their
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appetites and fancies, without the restraining in-
fluence of the service of stewardship. Tithing is an
acknowledgment, at once, that God is the ow'Lor of
all, and that man is but a steward of the substance
that he holds.

This reason still holds good.

That gratitude for Divine mercies might find a
ready and ample means of expression.

The grateful spirit is a happy spirit. Its manifes-
tation is beautiful to the eye of the beholder, for it

brightens the countenance, and its words of thanks-
giving are pleasant to the ear. Gratitude is well-
pleasing in God's sight, and has ever a refining in-
fluence on the heart where it dwells. Gratitude finds
Its widest channel of expression in the offering of
substance on the altar of God's service-wider than
song, if we can conceive of it apart from song—wider
than prayer, if we think of our prayers only apart
from our offerii. ^s. The principle of tithe implies
the offering of substance to God in an act of worship
at regular intervals of time, and thereby, not only
makes the best provision for the efficient utterance of
gratitude, but becomes the most potent cultivator of
the grateful spirit.

This reason still holds good.
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That an effective restraint might he placed on the
innate selfishness of the human heart.

Selfishness is the deepest sin of the spirit of man,
and the most widely spread sin of all the sins that

disfigure the face of society. It takes its worst and
commonest form in the love of money. The Divine
author of the tithe law knew that this evil required
a vigorous check, and one to be applied vvith regu-
larity and frequency. And such a check is found in
the periodica] assessment of income upon the tithe
basis.

Selfishness has been ram))ant in all ages and places.

With the lapse of time there has come no lessening
of its virulence, save where the transforming in-

fluences of the religion of Jesus Christ have been felt,

ind even there—in the midst of the Church—it is

the sin which offers the most stubborn resistance to
the appeals of the Gospel. The present has been
called a money-loving age. We can conceive of no
better curb to the money-loving spirit than the faith-
ful application of the tithe principle to income.
Financing on this principle, we associate with our
money-making the elevating thought that we are
making money for God's cause, and just in propor-
tion to the degree of prosperity he is pleased to send.

This reason still holds good.
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That means might he provided systematically and
in due proportion to everyone's ability, for the main-
tenance of true religion, and for works of beneficence.

Tt i
.

not reasonable to suppose that our Heavenly
father would originate a scheme for the recovery ot
lost man, and not at the same time make provi'sion
for the execution of that scheme. To this great end
the offering of substance on man's part was indis-
pensable. Now, the adoption of the tithe principle, as
tound in the Scriptures, will furnish all the mone-
tary aid requisite to the carrying out of the great
saying plan to the farthest purposes of the Divine
Alind. As we pass into the IsW Dispensation we
tind the financial need of the Church greatly in-
creased The Church's operations hitherto were lim-
ited to home, but thenceforward she was under com-
mission to go and take the whole world for Christ

we'ght"""
'''" ''''' '"'' "^*' ^"^^^^ ^^^^d'

All the foregoing reasons, constituting the grounds
of the tithe principle, continue until now in undim-
inished strength, and there being no repealing of theaw we therefore conclude that the tithe principle is
that on which the followers of Jesus, at the present
day, are required, by Divine authority, to base their
givings to the cause of God.
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True, there ,, „„ f„™a| r<.-publi..,„io„ „f ,he (itheaw ,„ the New Testament. B,„ why look for „formal re.publ,ea,ion of it >. The law wa., being hon-ored ,„ the general and strict obsorvanoe. A f'rmal
re-p«bl,ea,>on would have been meaningless. Wereeogn,^ th, „„,^^^.^^_^ ^ ^^^^
day ,n seven, although there is no formal re-publica-

of Chns„a„ parents bringing their infant children
'0 God m baptism, although we have no direct com-mand to do so in theW Testament. But mannot regard the words of onr Lord as fully cquivalel
to a formal re-publiea.ion of the law of tLe . I

™
>s the august Son of God himself giving h.. endorsa-
t.on to that law-proclaiming it, if not upon the •

housetop, yet upon the highway, and in the hear ngof a great number of people in the various walks ofhfe, among whom were his own disciples, who would

he.r teaehing and example, wherever they mi^htitmerate, because that with their own ears thev hadhearc. the great Master say, in etfect, " Ye OUGHT

Here are a number of Jewish people who are

^oSr^etil:" ? rr^'' ^ ^-^-01 meir religion. Our Lord desired that thevshould be ieve in him as th^i. i •
^in mm as their long-promised Messiah
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ghould follow Him as their infa]lil)le teacher and
guide; and in thus believiiiir in Ilini and following

Him, that they should continue the ))rnctice of tith-

ing. But believing in Him and following Him they

would thereby be Christians, though not as yet in

name, for a Christian is one who, in any place or

age, believes in and follows Christ. Here, then, are

persons who are called to be followers of Christ, that

is to say, called to be Christians, and who are at the

same time commanded to continue the practice of

tithing; therefore, we conclude, that to tithe is a duty
of Christians. And it is probable that there were
some who listened to this OUGHT of Christ who
did there and then accept him as their Saviour, and
thenceforth followed him—followed His teaching

and so became Christians indeed, and as such, con-

tinued the practice of tithing their income unto God.
We, twentieth century believers, were, in a certain

sense, iii liat very gathering of Jewish people. What
Christ said to them He intended for our ears, too.

How are we to learn of Him in the Gospels except

we, in thought, mingle with the people who go after

Him through the villages and cities of His native

land, and receive His words as spoken to us? It

has ever been our happy and profitable custom to

join the wondering crowds, and identify ourselves

with them as hearers of the itinerant Prophet, taking
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His words to ourselves, (luitf us in.u.h as we supih^sed
thorn spoken to those who actually reeeived them
fresh from the breath of Uis mouth. He was *he
I^ight of the world. When he spoke to Jews He spoke
to Gentiles. So here, when He snvs, in effect, " YeOCGHT to tithe " to those around Him, He speaks
to us as well.

Notice, that our I^rd here binds four things to-
gether bj the band of His OrOHT, namely, judg-
ment, mercy, faith and tithing. The OUGHT refers
to them all-the tithing, no less than the judgment
or the mercy, or the faith. Are we then to listen obe^
diently to His words which make three of these bind-
ing upon our observance, and close our ears as the
fourth drops from His lips ? Are we to say of judg-
ment, mercy and faith, let them li.e? aM of tith
ing, let It sleep in the grave of things t) e for
ever out of date? TOo put the sword into ,r hand
thus to rend the garment of truth which hangs up.n
His shoulders who is The Truth ? ''What God hath
joined together, let no man put asunder." Does
.resus Christ comme.d to us judgment, mercy anda. - does He, in the same breath, commend'to us

01 unristian service- thp !««.+ »,„«, j xi

•J , .
' ^ ^^^* named, the material

side; but in the unitv of the serving th. .

, are one.
^

^ *^' quaternion
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The New Testament was the development and ful-

filment of the Old. The figurative passed away, but
the great moral duties continued. Honoring the
Lord with our substance is a duty not limited to
time, or place or dispensation. "Think not that I
came to destroy the law or the prophets. I came not
to destroy, but to fulfil." This is the testimony of
Jesus.

Undoubtedly the Lord Himself paid tithe accord-
ing to His ability. He was "bom under the law "

;

he was brought up in a Jewish home. There He was
accustomed to see all due respect paid to everything
pertaining to the religion of a Jewish family. In
infancy his parents brought him into the Temple,
" that they might do concerning him after the custom
of the law "

; at twelve years of age they took Him
to the Passover Feast at Jerusalem. He was well
versed in th. Law. The common people heard him
gladly, for many reasons; one was, that he spake with
the fulness of knowledge and authority. They said,
" We know that thou sayest and teachest rightly."'
By precept and example He upheld the law. He as-
serted the continued authority of Moses' seat, say-
ing to the leper, whom He had healed, " Go thy way
show thyself to the priest and offer the gift that Moses
commanded for a testimony unto them "; and to the
multitude and the disciples, "The scribes and
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Pharisees sit on Moses' seat; all things, therefore,

whatsoever they bid you, these do and observe." He
insisted on being Himself baptized, saying, "Thus
it becometh us to fulfil all righteousness." To a cer-

tain lawyer, who put a question to Him, he replied,
" What is written in the law ? how readest thou ?" He
taught compliance with the demands of the civil rule

:

"And when they were come to Capernaum, they that

had received the half-shekel came to Peter, and said

:

" Doth not your Master pay the half-shekel ?" He
saith, "Yea." And when he came into the house,

Jesus spake first to him, saying, .... "go thou to

the sea, and cast a hook, and take up the fish that first

Cometh up; and when thou hast opened his mouth,
thou shalt find a shekel ; that take, and give unto them
for me and thee." Would Jesus not practise what He
taught? His watchful enemies never accused Him
of disregard of the tithe law. They would have been
quick to do so had He afforded them the opportunity.
He challenged them to lay to his charge the breach of
any commandment: "Which of you convicteth me
of sin ?" We are forced to the conclusion, and do not
hesitate to affirm, that he who acts upon the principle
of one-tenth of net income, as the legal minimum of
offering to God, is in this particular, a follower of
the Lord Jesus Christ. Honoring God with the due
proportion of our substance is one of the duties of the
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moral law which abides forever. It holds its place,
from age to age, as based upon things that do not
change.

The priesthood of Christ furnishes additional evi-

dence that His followers are required to tithe. Jesus,
our great High-Priest, continues a priest for ever,'

after the order of Melchizedek. He is our Melchi-
zedek now. Melchizedek of old was pre-eminently
the type of Christ. The type must appear m the
antitype. Kow an in?oparable and ouf-tanding
characteristic of the type in this case was that this
priest-king received tithes in God's name. How
does this characteristic appear in the Melchizedek of
the New Testament, if by the law of our religion
our Jesus, gone up on high, receives not tithes ?

My subject, however, is not tithe in the ^^ew Testa-
ment, therefore I must leave unnoticed several New
Testament passages that might be employed in the
demonstration that Christians are under Scriptural
requirement to tithe their income.

Believers contemporaneous with our Lord tithed.

We have seen that this duty was well observed in
our Lord's time. It would never occur to any, who
became His disciples, that they should cease to prac-
tise tithing simply because they recognized Him as
their long-promised Deliverer. They could never see
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in this a shadow of a reason for ceasing to obser^'e

the immemorial law. They would, the rather, see in

this a fresh incentive to obey the law. As "believers"

they followed their Master from place to place, still

tithing unto God. x\nd when at last he spread His
hands over their worshipping heads, as he went up to

His throne from the mount, and blessed them, they

were tithers still. And as they sat together in the

Upper Room, waiting for the power to fulfil the com-
mission to lar the Gospel to the uttermost parts of

the earth, the baptism of the Holy Ghost, which came
upon them, but confirmed their loyalty to the great

principle cf the dedication of their substance to the

service of their ascended Lord. They would come
to know that in the transition period from visible

Judaism to visible Christianity the law of tithe would
have to play a more conspicuous part—or, at least,

a more potential part—than before; for the Chns-
tian propaganda would demand an offering, not
limited to the legal tithe, though based thereon, but
a free-will thankoffering, going beyond the tithe, and
worthy of the greater privileges under the Gospel.
True, the first heralds of the Cross were sent out
without any reliance, apparently, on the arm of
flesh. But then, there was in the Gospel, as believ-

ingly received, the potency and promise of all the
financial aid the Church exchequer might require
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for the spreading of the Kingdom of Jesu, in the
earth. The thankful love of God, bom of the Qol

futrh r'"""^
"" "" ""'«-P"''«iple. would amply

fnrn,sh the s:news of war for the overthrow of Z
Wrr^'"'''°'''''^''""^-^"P°^''>eKigaom 01 Cxod among men.

0,2"/"?Jf"''' ""'' '""'^" "f '*^ Christian
'- '""^«* «P''eld the law of tithe.

nitfn of""."-""
!"'""'"'' ''^•"•^ '" "-^ -™«-

lren«„s Cyprian, Eusebius, Augustine, AmbroseJerome, Chrysostom. Clement, and others allTpok?or wrote, of the tithe-offering as an abiding rd nanee .n the Church of God. Not one writer can Iquoted who regarded it as obsolete. A he fo^wers of Jesus greatly increased in numbers at

'

J
as greatly cooled in their devotion, the .IZ^of

lar. They were bound only by conscience, and Lby e.v.l law to pay. The only punishmen for neg

r^prTof t''^*™"""^
°^ '''' '•"'^ -'<< ^

„„. ,1^ !
' '•'"'-Iiand could not be laid
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tribute to the King-of-Kings
; and, possibly, in the

spirit of fealty to the Kingdom of our Lord and
Saviour, made laws to enforce the payment of the
tithe to the Church. However well-intentioned, this
was a stupendous blunder, to put it in the mildest
way, for it shifted the ground on which tithe-pay-
ment stood from its relation to the Church as a debt
to God, and made it, practically, a debt to the State.
The spirit of gratitude and love and holy fear, to
which the tithe in worship gave expression, took
1. flight at the approach of the tax-gatherer, who
«ame in the name of the State, to demand payment
of the tithe, and which demand had the inevitable
effect of creating a prejudice against the tithe itself.
And to this source we must trace the abandonment
of the long-continued practice in the ancient Chris-
tian Church of the members regularly tithing their
income, and bringing the legal proportion into the
house of the Lord as an important item in the pro-
gramme of the public worship of the Most Hi..h
The interference of the State made a confusion "^of
spheres: -Render unto C^sar the things that ar.
Cesar's; and unto God the things that are God's'"
The tithe is God's.

If we transfer our study of the subject from con-
tinental Europe to the British Isles, our belief in the
abiding character of the law of tithe is but strength-
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ened. Going bp k as far as we can reach we find

the inhabitants offering one tenth of their substance
to their gods. After Christianity had taken root
in the land, we have Bede quoting Malachi in sup-
port of the tithe. Later on Ethelwulf gathers coun-
sellors around him in one of the great churches.
Here thev subscribe to a Eojal Charter granting
one-tenth of all the lands of England to the Church,
the King signing the document at the altar. Wil-
liam the Conqueror, with his wise men, settled what
should be the common laws of England, and one of

these was a law requirin, the payment of tithe. At
the time of the Reformation the people of the British
Isles might be regarded as tithe-pajers. But the
blunder before referred to, of the marring of the
Scriptural character of the tithe by the interference
of the State, was repeated and perpetuated in those

"dear isles of the sea." Instead of the Church
reaching out her hand in the name of God to receive

the tithe from grateful worshippers, the iron rod of
the Civil Power compelled its payment. Thus all

grace vanished from the offering. It was no longer
a religious act, which ministered grace to the doers,

but an unwilling compliance with a mandate of the
State. The very name of tithe became an offence.

Tithe-paying from the Scriptural point of view was
a willing and grateful offering to the bountiful Giver
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of every good, and not a forced tribute to Cesar.
This change of authority from Holy Scripture to

parliamentary statute had the effect*^ of putting to
sleep a doctrine of our holy religion. Doctrines of
our holy religion have fallen to sleep—the long
sleep of centuries. They have fallen away from
men's minds, the pulpit has ceased to proclaim them,
and the press to publish them; and regarding tbem'
there has come over the Church a great hush. The
awakening of some of them brought us the Reforma-
tion

;
the awakening of others of them brought us the

Methodist revival; and the awakening of ^he doc-
trine of Christian Stewardship will bring us the
Pentecost of the Twentieth century. The doctrines
only slept; they were not dead. They lay concealed
in unopened scriptures. But, in the good provi-
dence of God, the hidden truths again were brought
from their seclusion, and were clothed with power
from on high, and their heavenly origin and fitness
for the times were demonstrated by their effects
upon the minds and hearts and lives of men. So it is

now, we are persuaded, in respect to the doctrine
of the Christian Stewardship of money. Another
name for it is " The Bible principle of Tithe." It
may be well, once again, to define what the prin-
ciple is. To do this as compactly and yet as com-
prehensively as we may. I would say: The basic
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principle of Tithe is one-tenth of net income, as a

legal minimum offering to God for every one, with
an unmeasured privilege, in respect of free-will

thank-offering in addition, for all who are able to

go beyond the legal tenth. This definition, rightly

weighed, will be seen not to press too heavily on
the poor man, while it affords the rich man ample
room wherein to register his largest benefactions.

And thus does the tithe principle carry with it its

ovm evidence of its divine authorship. This has
been a sleeping doctrine for a long course of time.

But, thank God, there are many indications that the

long sleep is about ended, and that it will e'er many
years have flown, take its appropriate place among
those working doctrines that are most surely be-

lieved by all who accept the Word of God, as con-

tained in the Bible, as the rule of faith and practice.

The following are results which might reasonably
be expected to flow from the observance of the law
of tithe; they are of a temporal and a spiritual

kind :

—

Tithing necessitates system, and system is indis-

pensable to success in hus^iness. Very many, even
good people, have no system in conducting their
worldly affairs. They do not keep regular and ac-

curate accounts. The result is loss. When a man
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resolves to render back to God a tenth of what h<^

receives he sees at once the necessity for the keeping

of a faithful record of what comes in and what goes

out, for without this he will not know what his

tenth is. This faithfulness will also enable him to

see where and what are the leakages, if any—the

ceaseless, trickling drain that in a twelve-month

means so much—and seeing the leakages may calk

them, before they lead to serious or irrecoverable

loss. And not only this, but faithful book-keeping

will show what line in the business is paying l)est,

80 increased attention may be given to that line.

There are, thus, business reasons for the tither's tem-

poral prosperity. But there is also a reason of

faith; his attitude towards the Giver of all good, as

one who tithes his income, assures to him temporal

gain. There may be, of course, exceptions to this

rule, but still the rule remains

:

" Honour the Lord with thy substance.

And with the firstfruits of all thine increase:

So shall thy barns be filled with plenty,

And thy presses shall burst out with new wine."

The tither fulfils the condition to which the

divine promise is here attached—he honors the Lord

with his substance by observing the Lord's law re-

specting the dedication of substance. A man may
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give awa.y a great deal more in the cause of religion
and charity than a tenth of his income, but if he
should fail to divide off the tenth and present it to
God he is not acknowledging God's sovereigntv
over his substance, nor his own stewardship in the
possession of it, and these two things tithing is

designed to do.

It is not neeessary to press the promise t.. a lii-

oral fulfilment as to the full barns and the over-
flowing vats—the tither may bo without barn .,r

vat—but the substance of the promise, that is tem-
poral prosperity, will be made good to him. Thou-
sands are ready to testify that since they began to
give their heavenly Father the proportion of their
increase which he has set, they have been prosperedm basket and store." True, the desire of gain is
an inferior motive, but it is not an improper one;
moreover it is one to which the Almighty himself
appeals. It must, however, be associated always
with a higher motive. But better blessings come
of tithmg than those of basket and store.

Tithing introduces a spiritual element into men's
worldly business. It spiritualizes the merchant's
aim. He has drawn the minimum line below which
he must not fall in his benevolences. The thought of
making money for God's cause may be a greater
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stimulus fo him at his popt than tho fhonpht of how

much he may secure for hiin*olf. Ills dailv busi-

ness, so far from bein^ a drag upon the wheels of

his aspirations after a higher life, may become a

means to that end. Tithinir brings God into the

business as the silent partner. He has a share in

it, and calls for his ten per cent, of the net ineoiiic.

The measure of the gain will be as rbc Lord may

prosper the acting partner. These thoughts: the

more T make the more God will have ; God with me
in my business, blessing me in it; God responsible

for the measure of my success, when T do my part

—give a dignity to the common business of every-

day life, even the humblest, elevating the tone of

the office, the shop and the market-place.

Tithing imp ses a check upon the most hideous,

deep-seated, and rampant vice of human nature—
the love of money. This is the form in which man's

native selfishness expresses itself most vigorously.

There cannot be too many checks upon this fright-

ful passion, that is working more mischief in

Church and State than aP other evils combined.

Regularly assessing income for God at a ten per

cent, minimum rate will prove, for the majority of

people, a strong and constant curb upon the passion

that is said to be "a root of all kinds of evil." For
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'1.0.U „f large income, it may „„, ,„fl,,^ ^^..^ .

Tithing ,eU the mind at rest as l„ „ rf,„„ ^11agree ,ha. giving ,„ God's cause i, a d,Uv m
""wh rr'"' ^ """"' ""^ ^'"-h. who fcno:

knl t '
''"""'' '^'"- Tioy n,„eh desire ,oknow. Now Hfhing i, .he panacea for their anl»nd«™ state of ,„ind; for iti^co^Z

wiin the scrintnrn] riil« ,.* • •

_^,^^
S d, and s„ch assurance bring, peace of

nthinff makes giving a pleasnre. Prev-iouslv it

But now, when the t h
^'"^ ''""""' '"''"*^-

»ot give he is nothing ,he richer. He can thefore, ™eet all applica:ions for aid with .
="enity. His only concern is to I u " ™'
of each claim .J^t """^ "'<' """^^^oiaim, and the amount in the T nrA>„ .
ury. The sim. ,\, ,

" ^ ''^^s-y sum there is already the Lord's, if any
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remain. And if all has Wen alroadv ciistribi.M
to one cause and another, he can. with ..n easv good
grace, so uniform the applicant for aid. ITerJ then
IS an Item of spiritual gain for him who gives to
God upon the tithe prinoiple-what was a pain be-
comes a pleasure. The pleasure of giving will
henceforth l>e a new element in his religious life.

TitUnfj makes giving a means of grace
; for the

offering of substance to God is worship. Whether
It be the offering of the legal tc-nth, or of the free-
will thank-offering, it is worship, pure and simple
and true as any that honors God-as the praver of
the humble and reverent on bended knee, and the
praise of the thankful uttered in song. Every act
of worship, rightly performed, brings g^ace t., the
«oul And thus we point out another spiritual re-
ward of tithing.

Tithing creates a deeper interest in the affairs of
the Church for the tither is not only required to
ithe, but he is required to disburse his tithe, and

to disburse it wisely. Now this implies a thoughtful
study of the various claims upon his tithe; and thus
the tither becomes a more intelligent Churchman,
as he becomes more familiar with the Church's
tinancial interests.
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If all this good may flow to one, as the result of
tithing, let tho reader consider what this would
mean to any Church should all its members tithe.

Tithing on the part of the members of a Church
would save the Church officers a great deal of the
time now spent in de vising ^vays and means for rais-
ing the income. The official members onlv know
how grea is the expc^nditure of time in plannin.r
to obtair, the money needed for keenin- up the
local Church and the numeroi.s connexional funds
of the denomination to which it belongs. Men have
only just so much time that thev can dve to the
consideration of Church interest., and whatever be
the length of time they spend in the discharge of
the one duty of financing its affairs, there is just so
much less time left for the consideration of mat-
ters relating to the Church's spiritual well-being.

Tithing puts an end to official worry. It is said
that it is not work but worry that kills. Under the
roof of the Church—the Temple of Peace—there
is much of it. Where the dark shadows of worrv
fall, and its wild winds blow, how can holv peace
abide ? To get beyond the dark shadows and the
agitation trustees have compromised with their
creditors, others of them have left their country
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and many more, as the effect of worry upon their
spirits, have died before their time. This may be a
representation of the extreme, but '^

is not beyond the
truth, and it points out the .viiousncss .'"'the evil
in the Church, arising from a , er k or dcp .ted treas-
ury. All members tithing would larnish ample
means to carry on efficiently every good work. This
IS true of the individual Church in any place, and
It is equally true of the Catholic Church of all de-
nominations at home and abroad. I believe it to be
a very safe ^uess to say that not more than one-
tenth of ono-tenth of the net income of Church-goin-
people is given to sustain and extend the cause of
God in the earth. If the Eible principle of Church
finance were understood, embraced and acted upon
by professing Christians everywhere, there would be
an immediate flushing of all the funds of the Church.
And any financial scheme with this end in view if
not based upon the Bible principle, will be like a
building with no sure foundation, and, at best, wiV
have but a partial, spasmodic and temporary sue-
cess.

Tiihzng would bring to an end the too common
practice of employing discreditable means to secure
money for religious purposes. For it would remove
the reason usually given for using such means
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namely, the want of money. How widespread and
humiliating this evil is, is known to every one.

Tithing, if practised by professing Christians gen-

erally, would convince the non-Christian and non-

Church-going world, sooner than any amount of

verbal profession, that the things to which profess-

ing Christians bear witness are, indeed, realities,

and that they are sincere in their profession. The
world, outside the Church, sees now that those who
go to Church give more for two thing*? that are, not

only not essential to human well-being, but violently

antagonistic to it—strong drink and tobacco—than
for the support of all the Churches at home, and
all the missions abroad.

Lastly: the general adoption of the Scriptural

principle of giving would warrant the Churches of
all denominations in expecting a very gracious and
widespread revival of heart religion. We base such

expectation on the following consideration. For
the Churches to revert to the ancient practice of

the principle of tithing income would imply a con-
fession of the sin of having neglected, through a long
course of time, a prescribed duty. Conviction as to

this neglect would lead to the confession of it; con-
fession would secure forgiveness; and the forgive-



37

ness would he so alir ulant as to Itriiiff with it tho

fulfilmont of tlic aiieioiit word of Tn-oinisp—still

good to the pcoj)lc of God—'^Bring ye the wliul(>

tiihe into the storehouse, that there may he tiieat

in mine house, and prove me Tid>v heroAvith. saitli

the Lord of Hosts, if I will not ojien yon the wiii-

dov,-s of heaven, aiid ponr yon ont a hlessinii' tlmt

there shall not he room enough to reeeive it."

The ])roiiiise earries on the fafc of it the nledire of

temporal iiood—that will assiiriMily he fnltillcd—hnf

the tem])oral good will he Imt the oniov garmrMir ot

the sonl of hlessing. which is spiritual curiclnneiil.

>Yot oi:ly would dews of grace dcNceiul lo refresh

dry and l)arren ))ortio])s of the vineyard of the Lord,

hnt co])ions showers of spiritual influences would

come, down and make '"the desert . . . rejoice and

hlossom as the rose."

The times call loudly for a large increase in our

King's revenue, l^cvond the l)ord(M';-; of ('hristian

nations, where there is so much call for the wise and

sanctified use of wealth, there are nations wilJi

t(-eming millions of people mutely saying. '' Come
over and help us"' ; while they, themscdves, are un-

consciously p/eparing the way of the Lord in na-

tional unrest and disturhance; and iunumerahle is-
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lands of the sea, are waiting for their Redeemer's

One thing only seems wanting in order that the
Gospel commission, in a very limited time, might

d^tit '
V ";!"

r*"^
"-*"-"-»<! that ^ne con-dition on which the others seem to wait, is the con-oration to this high service of the due proporZof substance on the part of those who are the pro-fessed followers of Jesus Christ.

The Word is ready; the qualified human agentsa rea y; the Holy Ghost is ready. But tkTC
be added the f„urth-<=ash-the due proportion of

;.n.Lso^he!::n,f:aStrth:L:::te:;:
The heavenly hosts are singing the Corona.rn s"of H.m that sitteth upon the throne- " W^l^lamb that hath been slain to r^Te't},

^ ^
riches, and wisdom, and migrand

?"""' *"'

glory, and blessing."-Jllft
'""'"' ^"^

T I XL ^ wortliy to receive ETnTTITQ

our response
"'"'"" ""'''' ">* ''°- ^"^
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the echo of their song, " Worthy is the Lamb that

hath been slain!" and prove the sincerity of our

allegiance to our crowned King by paying him, at

least, his dues?




