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m the Oonquéror was compiled some
‘years ago: It contains & ~census of
jo land-owners of Eogland, and s re-
“most sacredly.as one of the most
yalusble docnments in the English State
Paper Office.  The eensus thus recorded
was made with great oure and minuteness,
«and according to ita retuins the number
of land-holders in Eogland in 1085 was
54,813, It could scarcely be rafd tha all
these were land-owners,
#& Saome held by one tenure andsome by
suother, but all had a more or leas abao-
 Tute Interest In a greater or less portion of
She solL.’
* No other land census has ever been
“made till within a few years ago. . In 1872
. Parllament orderad ‘another, snd the

Oomiilesion appolnted to take chatge of
_the matter has Iafely lasued as the result
Lof Its labours two quarto volumes of 1,800 Ji
poges of closely printed and tabulated ]
‘mabter, This second Domesday Book
Lowes: Its origin to the peralstent
A of Reformers,

who have
sgalnst  land

Veary fae from §

1 stood

the other hand, with & ‘population of ,-'

000,000, there were 54,813 land-owneks
Ttinto be promised that, leaving ous of.
view the clty ef London, there are 34,000,
‘000 of acres In England and Wales doon,'

¢

pled, ‘and 1,500,000 “acres oommons sud §

washe, Now how does the new Donuhi

Book show that this land Is owned! Tt}
would seem from the summary that the:§ )

are 072,836  owners. This appears :zt

| satiafactory, snd seems to teoll & tale ‘
} different from what the opponents of land'

monopoly have been in the hablt of sets
ting - When, however, I Is under-
$ of these 703,289 hold less than
an the extent of the mistake, if mis-
take there be, s seen to be much smallar

remalning 260,647, about 7,000 may be
deducted for double retwens o for per.

|

|

|
i
|

sons halding property in more than ome:)

oounty, This would leave ‘2062547
potsessed of an acre and upwards,

which might secem to polat to an'}

amount of distribution faz above what
had been generally supposed. Bat then,
when the particulars are gone [Into still
more carefully, a very differentconolusion
is reached. There are 100 persons who;
among them, hold 3,852,000 wores, of

| 'more ' than ' one-ninth, of the wholq:

‘aoreage of the kingdont, Three of thess

hold each 100,000 acres snd upwards,

| while the lowest amount held by auy one

“of'them is 20,000 scres. 'Another fach
tolls lts own story. Of the thirty-four
amillions of acres, 12,000 'persons own

29,846,000, This leaves 4,164,000 ace |

1o be owned by all the rest. As we have
already said, 708,289 own less than an
aore each, or say about. 600,000 scres in

all, leaving 3,664,000 to the other *‘land- |

owners.” Of thess, 250,000 will aves-
age holdingsof from one to five acres, and
7,471 & good deal more, The twelve

largest owners in England and Wales as |
« regards aren aro the Duke ¢f Northum- |

 berland, Duke of Devomshire, Dake of

QOleveland, Sir W, W, Wyno, Duke of .

Powls, Exl

5 i

‘Bedford, Earl of Oarllale, Puke of Rut- §
1atd, Earl of Lonsdale, Losd Leconfield, Ji

alaw, and Esl |

|
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of England in which there are no Uaiver-

sty landy. The Eooleslastioal . Commis- {f

sloners Bold 149,882 mores, and .the
Duchies of Laucaster sad Cornwall
w.ml'

Now, what do these returns show ! Ap.

parently that nearly a milllon of persons

own  parts of the soll of Eng-
land. But what really? That 12160
heads of familles own 29,850,000 acres out

of an aggregate of 34,000,000; and that

out.of a total rental of $500,000,000 these }

12,100 absorb $447,760,000, These two

countried. " Torthis cottubey 88

facts more than make out the ¢ase of the || cereal prodncﬁbnoouhuofoom. i

land reformers, who Inslst, mot upon
Iand confiscation or Interfepence with or-

v dhlqtndohn,butupon all barcers
tothe easy and cleap teansfer of lnd in the English market. In B

belng done away with, so that that spocles |

_of property may be treated Like any otder,

be subject to the same laws of accumula-
tion snd dlsintegration, #nll be in every
case disposed of as freely as any other ar-
tiole of merchandise. In other words,
that all laws of éntall and primogeniture

il should be abolished, and that in every

caze & man that dea's in land'should, it he
caunot psy his debfs, have his property
sold without reseryva, exactly asif he dealt

Al in sugar and tea. t

Thuos the English land question, as It
now stands, Is as we have often asserted

| In these columns. No entall, no primo-

|| geniture, and cheap conveyancing, so that
i the tltle-deed of an acre may mot cost as

..

much as that of an earldom. Everything
(| polnts to this very speedily bscoming one |
o! the “bm'nlng” questiens in Britaln,

et
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oats pmdom‘lI:‘te and :ettln qu o
wheat, rye, ¢y, and corn.’ M

sia, and ¥rance pr'oduco large wheat

Andtlw two first are our large

| Servia corn takes the first rlliﬁ.
1860 Russia and Prussia led
m’W

States in the supply - of wheat.
to 1861 the éxports of whea
try to England sprang mdd

| 340,504 cwt. to 15,610,472 cwt., wﬂh

|

1 1875
| of supply:—

PRODUCTION OF BUROPE—THE OROPS | |

AND IMPORTS OF 1876-—THE PROBABLE
' DEMAXD PO AMERICAN PRODUCTS.

(Boston Berald) /&)
g to very careful 8
atly made by the,

same period Russia advanced

3,837,454 to 4,667,483 cwt., and F g

3,345,301 owt. to 4,462,513 owt, Th

takan so suddenly by this countey & ”\w

since been maintained. Tables ¢o :

years from 1860 to 1872 show that ¢ 'M

ted Btates supplied Eng

riod with 28.5 per eent of her

of wheat, including floar; m

cent. from Russia and. 17, :r

Germany. In the same pe

ported 43 percent. of her total ii

of corn from this oountry'ln 18

of corn from

only amounted to 1 M1,3M myll,

1,795,632 bushels from Turkey -ad

nia, and 1,870,528 bushels  from B

present Roumania and Southeri

lesser degree, are our principal comp

in the supply of corn. The yur 1876 %
harvest year in England

4 Tow, and the total 1mpomoyv$m

44,394,152 owt. against 51,886,393
Phe following. table gives thb
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mounted to 114,969 pet
; '»‘-f tion the inhaBitan

llows :—Profession-

of y ber 26. The illiterate

mestio, 18607; com- |
R
ere are 14,516 farm-
: farm holdings.
fer, 2,683 are under five acres;

ar H_vmbuleaom 6,
'y 10 ; 2,600 aré be-
and are between 30,
are 40 and 50; 368’
en 50'and 75 ; aud 234 are be-
N 'mom One holding

o

”

ve 1000 mtzt in extlent Bf
pnuo e population 0
was distribated as follows in-
Roman Catholics, 84,345, or
L Brotestlnt Epmop-nlmus .

.‘?j? T

. f oﬂnr donommmons 576
: 4,964 peraons in
IithEnghsh and Irish,

rish alone, while, in

kxo‘ populationnum-
M onngbtn og:nts 203 pri-

of which 157 are under the | 8, were

tem, and 33 belong 10 the |
pa'hon Bometfv, and four
gational establishments, of

re eaclesiastical. In theten A2

ing 1871, 14,953 persons
rated from the county, against 26,-
i the previous decepoial period.
T.lxe statistics of this coun- -
dw oonm of 1871, have
yshowupopu-
184
lnt ‘consus. |
M ouses in the |
by 1.8{0. baugmmw 41,

tberemmb
264,271 d

Christmn do
’” (‘}bdltuns" of the county ©

years and upwards are or i
cent. of the population. ig a
giderable improvement in the
o?n 1861, when the percen gewu
To that year there were 206 persons
ke Irish only, and 10,654 who could
goh speak Enghsh and Lrish. At the
gxztz fensus thcs? numAbers wese 130 and
respectively § regards
tlon the. last census shows tb&%
persons have omlﬁated during the pre-
vious ten years, whereas during the ten’
years preceding 1861 the pumber was
39,629.

.GALWAY.—The cengus of Ircland for
1871 hgs reached as far as Galway,
which fo! the subjeet of the portion
of the returns lagt issued, There were
in Galway County in 1871 a total };%u-
lat.lon of 248458 persons, against

rsous in 18341, The number of
mh ited Lhouses in 1871 was 45,664; in
1841, it was 73325,  The Yotal valus-
tion of houses and land in Galway
cognty in 1871 was £439,5621, and in
Ghalway town, £32,452. The town of
Galway is tenanted by 4,102 families,
living in 3,366 houses, of which 404 are’
first class, and. two (?) are mud cabins,
The total gg{m]auon of the town of|
Galway in 1871 was 19,843, and of thiese
between 85 and 90 years of age.
No centevarian is recorded, but the un-
usually lar 1ge number of B4 peérsons,
including 19 males and 35 females, are
numerated in the county po ulation as
having attained the age of 100 years and
upwards.  Of the total population of
the County = Galway, + excluding the
county of the rown, and eomprisiog a
total of 228 615 persons, the enormous
proportion, of 221,316 persons wuro of
the Roman Catholie religion. P
tants are set down as pumbering éﬂ!’
Presbyterians, 443 ; Methodists, l‘
other denominations not etoeedmg
In this Jatter number are includ

several eccentric denominaﬁonl. Thc |
capital of the oonnty ‘exhib: bits pn':‘tl ¥

muoh the same proportions in the

differe popuhuon
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PREFACE,

—_— ——————

\

When the pli‘e‘sent Ministry determined to remedy Irish grievances,
the London Z%mes, with its usual enterprise, sectted the services of &
Special Commisgibner to investigate and exhibit the various workings: ‘
of the system of Land Tenure, which was universally admitted to be
one of the chief causes of Irish discontent. The mere facts of Irish
X Tenure were so distorted and exaggerated that it required the greatest
patience and ability to sift thé evidence presepted for investigation.
The admirable Letters furnished from time to time by the Special

Commissioner, afforded ample proof that, in attempting to arrive at

the truth, he had not been carried away by favor or affection fors
either the owner or the occupier. The Publisher has collected these
Letters together, with their Editorial introductions, and has great
satisfaction in laying them before the Public, as exhibiting the
opinions of an unbiased and well-informed party upon this momentous

question.

A. 8. Irvyne, Publisher, i
2R Kima Street. Toronto. v

-
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A Bill for the settlement of the Land
Question of Ireland has been long promised
as the measure the Ministry will put fore-
most next Session; and the promise will
have to be redeemed. A more difficult task
has cever been undertaken by any Govern-
ment, It demands the widest knowledge,
the most sober judgment, the firmest faith.
Passion and prejudice have clouded the out-
lines of the Land difficulties of Ireland, and
a man must keep strict guard over himself,
or in attempting to arrive at the truth he
will find himself hurried away by sympathy
for one or other disputant. The mere facts
of Irish tenure afe so distorted, as repeaged
from witness to witness, that the utmost
patience is oftea baffled in sifting the evi-
dence presented for investigation. As for
the faith that is necessary in those who
would grapple with this problem, who shall
measure itR? To settle the Irish Land Ques-
tion must, in the ears of many, sound as the
wildest of promises, It has been the dream
of statesman after statesman, yet no one
has realized it; for, in addiion to the rare
combination of (lun‘ities the Minister must
possess who shall compass it, there are
other hindrances behind, He must be sup-
portod by an intelligent and a resolute
ublic opinion. In destroying the Irish
tablishment Mr, GLApsroxe was backed
by those unflinching advocates of good and
equal government %y whom the Kstablish-
ment had been uniformily denounced as
unjust and injurious, but the custing vote of
the nation was undoubtely due to those who
laboured for its downfall because it violated
their peculiar theories of the functions of the
State. No especial fervour of voluntaryism
can be expucted in furthering the improve-
ment of the Land Laws of Ireland. AS an
article of the Liberal programme the settle-
ment of the Land Question will receive a
) certain amount of adoption, but there are
prejudices even here which must stand in
the way of any heartiness in the cause,
We publish to-day the first of a series of
articles on the Land Question of Ireland

written by an intelligent observer, with
singular qualifications for his task, who has
undertaken to stady on the spot the pheno-
mena of agriculture in the sister island. * It
is of an introductory character; but its
perusal may serve to supply an answer to
the question, often raised, why there should
be any Land Reform in Ireland at all. This
is the first prejudice to be overcome. The
Land Laws of Ireland are substantially the
same as those of England; the variations
are trivial and technical, while on all im.
Wrtant points there is a complete identity.
here, then, is it asked, is the need for
further legislation ? English landlords and
English tenants live in amity together, and
if things are different in Ireland, the fault
must be with the people, not with the laws
under which they live. It might be thought
a sufficient feply to this reasoning to point
out that every successive Administration for
many years passed has confessed the neces-
sity of further legislation for Ireland. Kach
of them has had its Land Bill, and while
those who have been ¢ out,” whether Liberal
or Conservative, have not been slow to eriti-
cize the scheme of those who were *in,”
they have been found a year or two after-
wards reproducing the same proposals—the
same, at least, in principle—as their own.
]ﬁgt we need not rely upon mere authority.
The history of Ireland has been different to
that of England ; the social syst%as of the
two counfries have been widely apart ; the
education of their inhabitants 1s_dissimilar,
Our_ correspondent rapidly reviews the
agrattn history of Ireland since the begin-
ning of the present century, and the retro-
spect is sufficient to bring into painful light
the dissimilarity of the two nations. All
this, however, it may be replied, does noth-
ing more than establish the fact that the
people are different, or, if that form of
putting it be ﬁreferred, that the nations are
unlike, and therefore confirms the opinion
that the fault s with the people, and ?
with the laws. e answer to this is, that”
where nations differ laws must differ also, A

e
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6 THE LAND QUESTION

]eginlltor has before him the people for
whom he makes laws, and it is in reference
to them he must legislate, It may be al-
lowed that it should ke his object to educate
them by law, but he cannot accomplish this
unless he takes note of their peculiar charac-
teristics ; and if he fail to do this and leave
them unguided in their sFeciaI difficulties,
gome part at least of the blame of the disor-
organization that follows must rest upon him.
he necessity of legislating with reference

to the society for which legislation is intend-
ed may be thought self-evideat, bt tbe pro-
osition is of such essential importance in
its bearing on the Irish question that it may
receive some simple illustration. It often
happens that laws punishing particular of-
fences are not foundpin the jnrisprudence df
a country until an advanced period of its
history. The offence is not committed, or so
rarely as not to attract attention, Thus, for
enmgle, it is not yet a score of years—it
is, indeed, bare‘.{) a dozen—since the first
Act was passed by Parliament for the pun-
ishment of fradulent trustees. The system
of trusts had been ingrafted on our law for
centuries, and it is unquestionable that many
a trustee must in thattime have abused his
powers with fradulent intentions, yet his
responsibility was limited to the restitution
of the property he had misapplied; he was
never made liable to punishment for his mis-
conduct. Suppose, before the scandals had
arisen which gave occasion to the passing
of the Fraudulent Trustees Act, instances
had been rife of misappropriation of trust
fands, and the persons interested in these
funds, finding that their sole redress was an
illusory order directing a bankrupt to refund
money he had Eent, had taken the law into
their own hands and committed acts of
violence on their dishonest . guardians,
What would have been the reflection of in-
telligent men on such events ?  Would they
have said it was sad that trustees could not
be found who were discreet and faithful,
and that it was sadder to think that their
wards were passionate and violent, and that
there were other countries where trustees
and their wards never quarrelled? Or
would they not rather have said that it was
plain the law was defective which did not
provide for the punishment, and thereby for
the repression, of wrongs too frequently
recurri It may be, &nd in a sense it is,
the flultgy is to say; the defect—ota
people_that'the peace cannot be preserved
among them without more definite provi-
gions protecting the proper claims of indivi-
duals than are found necessar{ in a neigh-
more clearly

bouri.n‘s country ; hut it is stil
the fault of the legislature that these claims

should be liable to be violated in the absence
of means of protection, and should give
rise to the violence of self-assertion in
consequence.
Another obseryation must be made in ap-
roaching the discussion of the Land Laws
in Ireland. It is necessary to protest that
we do not mean to imply by the illustration
we have used, and we do not in facf believe,
that it is common for the landiords of Ire-
land to outrage the proper claims of their
tenants. Laws are made not so much for
the guidance and support of the best as for
the repression and punishment of the worst
of a community. If there were no law in
England against highway robbery, the mase
of Knglishmen would still, as we hope,abstain
from ‘‘taking to the road,” and the existence
of the law 18 no more than a confessioe
that there are some who in its absence would
be guilty of the crime which it punishes, a¢
there is, indeed, a small number who even
now commit the offence hoping to escape
punishment. The law of landlord and tenant
vests in the landlord in Ireland, as in Eng-
land, an immense power ; and if it is found

as a matter of fact that there is a proportion

of Irish landlords—although the proportion
may be so small that their jointacreage ma
be even comparatively contemptible~—habi-
tually disregprding claims which on an
principle of justice must be admitted to be

rightly put forward by their tenauts, a case-

for the intervention of the Legislature, by
way of stricter definition of mutual rights.
is established.

‘One last point must be noticed. Why, it
will be asked, does not the Irish tenant pro-

tect himself ? The letting and hiring of land !

18 a matter of contract, and it is open to the
cultivator of the soil to prevent any infrac-
tion of his just claims by insisting upon ap-

propriate stipulations at the commencement |

of his tenancy. This touches one of the
gvrentest difficulties of the Irish question.

e have the most unqualified belief that in
the highest development of our social or-
ganization the relations between landlord
and tepant must be determined by free con-
tract, each holding the other at arm's

length ; and we hold it to be essential that, .

whatever legislation may be attempte

nothing should be done {o retard—es')er(;,
thing should be done to accelerate—the
time when the Irish tenant shall be able to
contract on & footing of equality with the
land-owner, aﬂﬁnshall habitually look upon
tenancy as a ‘matter of contract, It is
always to be feared as & possible and even
immipent danger thatinteFerence may lessen
the spirit of: self-reliance in the cultivator
of the goil, and foster the injurious notion

that he and the soil
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OF IRELAND.

that he and the soil he cultivates are indis-
solubly connected. But we are bound to
look at the facts of the case, and the facts,
such as we know them, enforce the conclu-
sion that the Irish peasant cannot even now,
rom over-population and other causes, con-
ract freely with his landlord even at the
ommencement of his tenancy, much less
ortify his position when he is already a
tenant. Here, however, we are entering
upon what must be reserved for the subse-
uent letters of our correspondent—the
?ncts of the tenure of land in Ireland. Our
immediate purpose is served if we loosen
and dissipate the prejudices interfering with
a proper consideration of those facts as
presented.

No. L.

I have undertaken, at your re%qest, to
investigate and report upgn a subject of
fgreat national importance. The Land Sys-
tem of Ireland—that is, the relations
between the owners and occupiers of the
soil ins that country, and the social pheno-
momena restlting from them-has for
many years, as your readers know, attracted
general and painful aitention. Half

a century ago, when, during the period of
distress that followed the war with France,
arliament considered the question for the
first time, that system had definitively
pssumed a form that, without_exaggemtion(i

may be described as being melancholy an
Sortentous, Absenteeism, with its numer-

bus and complicated mischiefs, prevailed to
n enormous extent; and throughout the
sland large tracts had fdllen into the hands
bf needy, and worthless landlords, who,
nable to fulfil a single duty of property or
do anything to improve their estates,
eld the land in a kind of destructive mort-
main, and though only of extracting from
t as much as it could yield to reckless im-
providence. A considerable area, too, had
ome under the control of the Court of
hancery, and in many districts a gradation
pf interests was interposed between the
pwner and the cultivator of the soil which
was aptly designated as a ‘‘barbarous sub-
nfeudation’” wbich confused rights, de-
ptroyed responsibility, checked industry,
d{ed to many acts of injustice. More-
pver, except in the province of Ulster,
where for many generations a well-Known
sage had given the tenant a substantial
nterest, the land was, for thé most part,
held by a poor peasantry on precarious
brures ; a.ng even where leaseholds were

d
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not uncommon there were few signs of grow-
ing improvement. Above all, an immense
and increasing breadth of the country was
being rapidly covered by the dense swarms
of a cottier populution, who, in‘freng.bing on
the domain of legitimate husbandry, and
cliugin§l in wretchedness to their petty hold-
ings—their squalid *¢ cabins and potato gar-
dens’>—spread over the island a huge mass
of villagers—multitudinous array of want
and pauperism.

The consequences of this state of things
were seen in widespread disorder and poverty,
and in a complete disorganization of society.
Except in a few favoured districts; agricul-
ture was in a backward condition ; the land
bore on its face the marks of neglect and
thriftlessness ; even where nature was most
kindly, industry seemed generally to lan-
guish, By the pressure of population on
the undeveloped resources of the country,
the rent of land was usually forced up to &
point too high for the public good ;* it was
regulated, as has been well said, by the
competition of starvation, not of ‘capital ;
and, accordingly, the growth and accumula-
tion of the national wealth were ruinously
checked ; and the occupier of the soil was
too often the mere dependent serf of his
landlord, kept in a lifelong state of hopeless
penury. Owing to the general poverty of
the peasantry, too, and the subdivision of

holdings which was one of it8 effects, the /. .

improvemerts added to the soil were few;
the landowner, from his peculiar position,
was usually able to throw on the occupier
the burdent and cost of the few that were
made ; and he was too often tempted, on a
change of tenantry, to appropriate tiiese
improvements to himself, and to confiscate,
without an equivalent return, the hardly-
earned fruits cf another’s industry. Add to
this, that, from a variety of causes, the
running up into the historical past, the salu-
tary customs and charities of life which in &
well-ordered state of society adorn the rela-
tion of Jandlord and tenant existed only in a
few parts of the island, and that by far the
greater rortion old animosities of race and
sect still separated the classes connected
with the land, and we can comprehend what
elements of mischief were- scattered pro-
fusely through the community.

The impediments, moreover, to national
progress tEnt necessarily followed from this
state of things were by no means the most
formidable consequence. . Society in Ire-
land at this period, in the words of a singu-
larly calm-minded statesman , was gravitat-
ing towards a war of classes, a fierce strug-
gle for the means of subsistence. In several
counties the unfortunate ‘peasantry, unable



. ally feel the weight of its vengeance.
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to bear the pressure of want, which seemed
continually upon the increase, formed com-
binations to compel thé -teduction of rent
and the settlement of wages—a wild endea-
vour to fix upon the soil a population it
could not, in its actual condition, support
within even an approach to comfort, In
unconsciously to- themselves, the small
mers and the mass of cottiers arrayed
themselves into a set of Trades’ Unions for
the purpose of regulating property in land,
80 as by some means get a livelihood out of
it ; and, like other Trades’ Unions, they ex-
pressed their will by a system of terrorism
and general outrage. The Whiteboy code
confronted the law and overcame it in many
districts, tribunals of assassination and
violence prescribed the conditions of landed
tenure, and sgrarian crimes increased and
multiplied, supported far and near by popu-
lar sympathy. The upper classes, angry
and terrified, and backed by the whole
power of the State, retaliated with no light
vengeance; and repeated acts of coercion,
special commissions to administer relentless
justice, continual executions and transporta-
tions, and law executed with unsparing
severity were the lamentable and unceasing
consequences. So threatening was this
state of society that Sir George Lewis, as
he surveyed it, wrote of it in this remark-
able language:—* This system pervades
the whole community; it sets the rich
against the poor ; it sets the poor against
the rich; it constantly actuates the whole
agricultural population in their most ordi-
nary dealings; 1t causes sleepless nights and
anxious days to those who do not individu-
It is
not the banding together of a few outcasts
who betake themselvesto illegal courses and
prey on the rest of the community, but the
deliberate association of the peasantry,
seeking by cruel outrage to insure them-
selves against the risk of utter destitution
and abandonment. Its influence, therefore,
even when unseen, is general ; it is, in fact,
the mould into which Irish society is cast—
the expression of the wants and feelings of
the general community. So far as it is suc-
cessful itis an abrogation of the existing
law, and an abolition of the existing govern-
ment, for which it substitutes a dominion,
beneficial apparently in its immediate con-
sequences to the peasantry, but arbitrary,
capricious, violent, unprincipled, and gan-
guinary, oppressive of the upper and cor
ruptive of the lower classes, and, in the
long run, most pernicious to the entire
society.”
This state of society was for many years
the subject of anxious enquiries in Parlia-

ment ; but statesmen, though appalled at the
results, were able to devise no other remed
than an imperfect Poor Law and measure
of coercion,
dence brought nearly to an end an order o
things that threatened not only Ireland, bul
the empire, The precarious root which had
sustained the teeming and impoverished
Irish peasantry, which, as has been said
was the material basis on which society ix
Ireland rested, perished during two consecu
tive seasons ; and the nation, after an agon
izing trial, went through a great and strange
transformation.
ness that incumbered the soil were lifted
from it literally in millions, and having ex:
perienced a bittey ordeal, relieved b _m%g
nificent Imperial charity, sought the fa
West in the continuous waves of an emigra
tion unparalled in history. At the same tim
the whole system of property in Ireland was
smitten by a sudden sioc ; embarrassed
landlords were involved in ruin; the inter
ests of middlemen, as the clasg of interme-
diate owners was called, became in mos
instances almost worthless, The fetters in
which the land was bound were thus in an
extraordinary way loosened, and statesman-
ship happily lent its aid to promote a revolu.
tion ultimately fortunate. A Poor Law,
stringent, yet on the whole just, prevented
poverty from re-settling on the soil, and
accelerated, as we believe wisely, the emi.
gration of the cottier population. The
estates of the insolvent landlords were gold
and transferred to others by a summary pro-
cess, and in this manner an immense area
was thrown open to a new class of proprie.
tors. At the same time many legislative

the land ; and the Imperial Exchequer con-
tributed largely in loans for the mmprove-
ment of lnnged property. The results, con-
joined with the natural influence of the mild
and impartial system of government which
has now prevailed during many years, can-
not be doubtful to a candid enquirer. The
material wealth of Ireland has increased in
a wonderful degree since the great famine.
Several millions of acres, formerly waste,
have been reclaimed and permanently en-
closed, and throughout the whole country
ugriculture has made remarkable and suc-
cessful progress. The worst phenomena of
the olJ) state of society have in a great
degree vanished. What has been called
landlordism is mot felt to be universally an
intolerable burden; there is no'war of mere
soverty against property. If agrarian con-

ederacies still exist, they have lost much
of their baleful activity. Above all, the
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ondition of the poorer classes has passed
appy change ; the cottier

hrough a very
cfliserf has in great measure been converted
ifinto the agricultural labourer, and the rat3
of wages has increased enormously, Tried
by every conceivable economic test—amount |
of production, returns of industry, propor- |
tion between the burdens of land and its
profits, remuneration to labour in its forms,
accumulation of all kinds of capital—the
state of Ireland is one of hopeful prosperity
compared with what it was in the last gene-
ration,

Notwithstanding, however,.this decided
progress, society in Ireland still exhibits not
a few perplexing and alarming symptoms.
Irish agriculture, as a rule, is far behind
that of England or Scotland; indeed, ex-
cept in some fortunate spots, 1t is still very
defective and backward.  Absenteeism,
though diminished, still rrevails to an extont
detrimental to the “country, Though em-
barrassed owners are more uncommon than
lasg of i they were, though middlemen tenures have
i been broken up, it cannot be said that
landed property rests generally on a secure
basis. The Landed Estates Acts have done
much good, yet cmn{rluints are made that
in some districts they have introduced a new
class of proprietors, grasping, mischievous,
and illiberal. The old dissensions of reli-

ion and race keep the owners and occupiers
of thésoil n.sun(ﬁlr; time and change have
done something, but not much, in bridging
over the chasm between them, While the
cottier peasantry have almost vanished, and
the position of the agricultural labourer has
been improved in a remarkable manner, the
relations between the landlords and the
better class of tenants have not been in
proits)rtion improved. It is said that five-
sixths of the land of Ireland is still held by

precarious tenures—jyearly tenancies, in a
*s real sense at will—and that a growing disin-

clination exists to concede even short lease-

hold interests. Complaints are made, and
that not only by trading agitators but
;!)] thinking men, that the pressure of
rent 8 8till exceéssive; that 1t does not
allow the Irish Tarmer a fair and reasonable
margin of profit. It is said, too, that the
great mass of improvements which are
added to the soil are the product of the
industry of the tenant, and not of the outlay
of the proprietor; that landlords have too
often the power, and in some instances
bave shown the will, to appropriate these
improvements to their own %eneﬁt by direct
or indirect means; and that injusticg, ac-
cordingly, is not seldom done, and agricul-
tural progress is seriously impeded. It
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of-an increasing growth of the kinﬁly senti-
ments that should kniv the landed classes
together ; indeed, according to some re-
ports, there has been a tendency in an oppo-
site direction. More than all, those foul
confederacies of blood, so long the curse of
Irish society, have never been completely
dissolved, and of late, unhappily, have given
proofs of comtinuing and even renewed
vitality. Though agrarian outrages are few
compared with what they\ were thirty years
ago, several agrarian crimes of the very
worst type have been Eerpetrated during
the last eighteen months; the spirit that
fosters this wicked congpiracy, and that
assures for it impunity and sympathy, sur-
vives in a great part of the nation; nor has
it ceased with the cessation of the cause
that formerly made it so fierce and intense
—the extreme want of a half'starving pea-
santry, Nor must we forget that at this
moment the Government will not intrust the
immense majority of the occupiers of the
land in Ireland with firearms; that until
the other day the Habeas Corpus Act was
suspended throughout the whole island ; that
a Minister of/ the Crown not long ago
admitted that if Fenidnism had enjoyed a
momentary triumph it would have obtained
the support, as it had the good-will of an
unknown nunrber of the agricultural classes.

This train of phenomena, which never
ceagsed to attract the attention of thinking
persons, has now forced itself into public
notice. The Irish Land Questior has be-
come a subject of wide national interest,
and will tdke up a great deal of the time of
Parliament in the next Sessson. As might
have been expected, as it is viewed in differ-
ent aspects by different interests, opinion
respecting it varies considerably ; but there
is a general conviction that some change is
required, and violent measures have been
put forward as the only solution of the
problem. Men of all parties have admitted
the necessity of one retorm of evident
justice—the securing the Irish tenant com-
ensation for the improvements he may

ave annexed to the soil ; but several bills
introduced with this object have, for differ-
ent reasons, Eroved unsuccessful. Mean-
while, even the most practical statesmen
allow that the relations of landlord and

state, and reforms of a very radical kind have
been advocated by a not contemptible party,
It is urged that the ordinary rights of owner-
ship in land in Ireland must be largely
modified in order to protect the rights of
the occupiers, and that, in the inferest of
the who%e commuhity, the Irish farmer

\bove all, the would appear, too, that there are few signs

should be assured a firmer hold than he has
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{1/ o/~ the landed system of Ireland must be

J3t2¢44 the interest of the occupier in his holding,

/ settled conviction that, as the still existing
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jprietor is irreconcilable with the public

mere dependence ; that rack rents, precari-
ons tenures, discontent, hatred, injusfice
and crime are the miserable but inevifable
/results; and that Ireland can have neither
" prosperity nor peace until the occupying
tenantry shall have obtained a more durable
interest in the land than they.are likely to
have as things now are.  Schemes, accord-
ingly, of the niost revolutionary character,
amounting in substance to a transfer of the
soil from the landlord to the tenant, subject
to a quit rent, have been propounded by
men Of 16 #mall reputation in economic
science, and are known to find favour in
the eyes of some at least of the Roman
Catholic hierarchy. Even statesmen of the
highest distinction, and censciencious of

/ changed in some way that shall augment

though, with the exception of Mr. Bright,
perhaps, their lan;éuage has hitherto been
vague and undefined,

is, therefore, is the Irish Land Ques-
tion, which I have undertaken to examine
for you in its phenomena, and, if possible,
its causes, not merely in books but in my
own enquiry; nor should I have accom-
plished your object, were I not to review
the principles, at least, of the measures con-
sidered applicable to it, 1 approach the
task with sincere distrust in my own power
to perform it well, yet I hope that I may be
able to throw some degree of light on this
important subject; for, in the first place
my principal business will be to collect and
record facts which must be useful to inform
opinion, and I write with no instructions
from you save to find out the truth and
report it fairly. In the next place, I take up
the enquiry with no peculiar theory of my
own that is likely to cause me to see evi-
dence wrongly ; ‘and, especially, I have a

evils of Ireland ma ‘)e traced to a variety

it is idle to imagine that they can all be re-
moved by any single or sudden panacea.

No. IL
TrererARY, July 26,

I have left Dublin for this place, having
thonqll‘xlt it advisable, for several reasoms, to
visit Tipperary in the first instance, It is

on the soil. It is said that, as Irish society |unnecessary fol me to record at any len
the absolute domiuion of the landed pro- | my impressions of the metropolis of

| good; that it places his tenant in a state of
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land. Many of your readers are, of course
familiar witﬁ its pretentious squares, its fine
public buildings, its wide streets, and its ex-
tensive suburbs, and few, perhaps,. would
care to know much about its poorer and
less prosperous quarters. Like all the great
cities of these kingdoms, Dublin has par-
ticipated in the rapid progress of this gene.
ration in material opulence. Compared
with what they were twenty years ago, its tho-
roughfares are brilliant and gay, the shops
and quays are busy and thronged; there is

tecture, in the large warehouses and in the
public vehicles, Yet Dublin retains essen-
tially unchanged its peculiar and rather
singular characteristics. It has not the
splendor of a real capital ; it wants the loek
of enérgetic and thrifty industry that be-
longs to most of our great centres of com-
merce. Its public edifices, monuments for
the most part of the extravagance and the
taste of the Irish Parliament, contrast
pamfully with the decaying aspect of man

of the masses of dwellings aroun£
Its big squares, the broad approaches
to them, are | out in stateliness
and pomp, but they seem slatternly in
their magnificence, and the mansions, with
a great deal of display, are often deficient
in genuine comfort. The tide of life runs
thinly and weakly through spaces enli-
vened by few equipsges; the streets
seem usually too large for the traffic; at
night the gas-light hardly subdues the dark-
ness; by day there is comparatively little of
the roar and din of flourishing trade, In
some particulars the features of Dublin are
remarkable, and not a little significant, Al-
though a place of very great antiquity, the
existing town is comparatively modern ;
few of the buildings are of an earlier date
than the first years of the 18th century ;
and while Dublin abounds in memorials of
the Protestant colony that became ascend-
ant after the Revolution of 1688, and of
Protestant denomination in many forms, it is
not rich in associations that run up toa
remote era of Irish history. In few cities

is the contrast between the rich and the poor

more offensively marked—regions of squalid
lanes, and foul, noisome streets, that look

all the more miserable because the rickety

and dilapidated houses are for the mest

part of recent origin, are the habitations of
the mass of the poor ; notwithstanding many

excellent charitable institutious ; the sani.

tary arrangements of the place are bad :

until lately the water supply was disgrace-

ful; lndﬁ{e

a marked improvement in the street archi. |

Liffey, a filthly and huge sewer,

igharged with the set

nce* is the outlet

drainage. All no
it the frequent cou
finged at the edges
at meet continuall

ho cities of Englanc
You leave Dublin
ccellent line the Gt
n, The route ex
here all is level to !
br the most part !
nges of opposite h
to high eminences,
erejuplands at vario
ndscape. ]

id-wa}) to the heigh
t Leinster, and then

The scener
iffey is pleasing an¢
{ is laid out in wel
losures, thickly stu
nd farms; but the
arkably good, the
urnips sickly, and th
ith huge haycocks-
of agriculture in Trel
o tan and decay unf
ng Kildare the traj
he central plain of |
heads of several o
nately reach the set
ide Maryborough it
welling Slivebroom
ies gave the Celtic
efence against the
istrict is generally
g1l is for the mos
Bnarshes, their watel
hlnggish and slowl
stretch out drearily
fields are often ill
ood country houst
rare ; the Irish mud
geen; the few towns

the scene ; d
down to plains, in
cent verdure ; the fi
dotted with fine %l;
parks, with rich b
asture between, W
uxuriant aspect ; &t
and fertile tilth se



1 at any len
tropolis of

are, of cou -.-.
iquares, its fine
ets, and its ex.

s of this gene.
% Compared
A1 ago, its tho-
ray, the shops
ged ; there is

) street archi. |

es and in the
retains essen-
r and rather
has not the
vants the look
stry that be.
ntres of com-
onuments for
ance and fhe
mt, contrast
pect of many
1g8  around.
| approaches
stateliness
latternly in
ansions, with
‘ten deécient
of life runs
spaces enli-
the streets
e traiﬁc; at
ies the dark-
vely little of
' trade, In
Dublin are
ficant, Al
itiquity, the
y modern ;
sarlier date
h century ;
iemorials of
me ascend-
88, and of
forms, it ig
In up toa
1 few cities
ad the poor
s of squalid
that look
the rickety
the mest
itations of
ling many
e sani-
are bad :
disgrace-
ge Sewer, |

\fharged with the seeds of fever and pesti-

Bnarshes, their waters not carried off by the

OF IRELAND.

is the outlet of an execrable system
All now is crderly and quiet
; uent couples of military police,
inged at the edges by a following mob,
at meet continually ‘the spectator’s gaze,
mind you that Fenianism has bee'n threat-
hing, and that you are no longer in one of
he cities of England.
You leave Dublin for Tipperary by that
ccellent line the GreatSouthernand West-
n. The route except at few intervals,
here all is level to the far horizon, follows
br the most part a broad tract between
nges of op osite hills, that, hc;e s_welling
hto high eminences, and there sinking into
herejuplands at various distances shut in the
ndseape. _This tract, ascending abont
hid-way to the height of the great watershed
t Leinster, and then a falling by a gentle de-
line, preseuts a vast diversity of feature,
ut until the end of the journey is ap-
broached it is not very picturesque or inter-
sting. The scener{ of the valley of the
iffey i pleasing and rich, but rather tame ;
t is laid out in well-squared fields and en-
losures, thickly studded with country seats
nd farms; but the husbandry is not re-
arkably good, the oats seem short and the
urnips sickly, and the meadows are crowded
ith huge haycocks—one of the chief blots
f agriculture in Treland—which areleft out
o tan and decay until antumn.  After leav-
ng Kildare the trajn runs along the edge of
he central plain of Leinster jand across the
eads of several of the streams that ulti-
nately reach the sea at Waterford ; and be-
ide Maryborough it skirts the range of the
welling Slivebroom hills, which for centu.
ies gave the Celtic clans a broad line of
efence acainst the English invader. This
istrict is generally of little interest; the
go1l is for the most part poor; ‘bogs and

nce'

blnggish and slowly descending streams,
stretch out drearily in many places; the
fields are often ill-drained and culitvated ;
ood country houses and homesteads are
rare ; the Irish mud-cabin is foo frequently
seen; the few towns are ill-built villages of
low gray houses with bad slate roofs, ending
in rows of miserable thatched dwellings. As
Munster and the heads of the Suir are
neared a favorable change passes over
the scene ; bold and lofty hills trend
down to plains, in places gay with magnifi-
cent verdure ; the face of the country, often
dotted with fine plantations and extensive
parks, with rich breadths of meadow and
ruture between, wears a more bright ard
uxuriant aspect ; and the crops in the deep

11

and love the summer, After travefing
miles of country of this’ kind the jutting
peaks of the Galties are seen rising against
the sky; and having passed the Limerick
Junction, you reach the little town of Tip-
perary, not far from a stream to which
Celtic fancy has given the name of ¢ well
of the plains.”
Tipperary differs in few respects from the
small country towns of the south ot Ireland.
The place lies withinthe shadow of a range
—covered in long breadths by plantations
of fir—high over which and divi(?*d from it
by the beautiful valley of Aberlow, the
scene of many a fierce conflict between the
chiefs of Ormond and Despond, rise the
crests of the Galties, The Stréets, irregular,
but tolerably wide and clean, are composed
of square houses of stone and slate, for the
most part built in the last century, and per-
haps then the resort of ‘the local gentry;
and these terminate in an Irish town of
squallid and low-thatched mud-cabins, the
habitations of the poorer population. High
above towers the commanding steeple of
the Roman Catholic Church, lately erected
by voluntary subscription, its doors open to
reverent crowds, whd' kneel as they pass the
Cross hard by. It seems to look down on
the attenuated spire of the English church
—the name given to the edifices of the Es-
tablishment by the peasantry of Munster—
as it stands enclosed within its walled
graveyard. The shops of Tipperary seem
not bad; their fronts are Erighter with
i)aint and gilding than is usually the cage in
reland, and the town, though not in the
least interesting, wears a look on the whole
of thriving industry, There are several
Banks and some public buildings, none of
these, however, requiring notice except the
school founded bqurasmus Smith, an Eng-
lish adventurer, who received large grants
of forfeited land from Cromwell, and who
endowed schools in"several parts of Ireland
for the education of the children $f his
fellow settlers, and for the advancempnt of
that Protestant faith, which Iréland,| as &
nation, will not accept. Tipperary has lost
the feeble manufacture it had in the days of
Arthur Young, and its trade is for the most
Fnrt coufined to the sale of corn and butter
or export, and to retail commodities for
the adjoining districts. This business, how-
ever, is not inconsiderable, and several hund-
red thousand pounds are exchanged annually
in the article of butter. The population of
Tippemrz, like that of the inﬁmd towns of
Ireland, has diminished greatly of late years ;
it was, 7,001 in 18561 ; 5,900 by the last
Census ; and it is now certainly considerably

and fertile tilth seem to defy the drought

less.
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12 THE LAND

The country around Tipperaxy, however
is the immediaté snbject of my inquiry.
This district is near the centre of a tract,
the celebrated Golden Vale of Munster,
that extends like a broad wedge westward,
between ranges of opposite hills, from be-
ond Cashel far into Limerick. This tract

QUESTION

ginning to be forced from the soil, eked ou
a miserable existence on the potato
Arthur Young notices, with contemptuou
scorn, the barbarous husbandry of this race
squatted in increasing crowds on thei
scanty allotments, and their half savage ang
degraded aspect.

18, for the mos:‘ert, an undulating plain of | _Since that period a great chan ge has passed

resplendent verdure, in places rising into
knolls and eminences; and  nature has
blessed it with a fertility almost unrivalled
“T think,” wrote
Arthur ‘Young 90 years ago, ‘‘it is
thQ]richest soil I ever saw, and such as js
app

over this fertile district. I have visited the
country around Tipperary on a circle o
several miles in extent; and though much
yet remains to be done, the scene is gene
rally one of wealth and prosperity. A few
fine seats and mansions may be seen, which

icable fo @very purpose you can wish;yin their ornamental grounds, their cnlti.

it will fat the largest bullock, and at the
same time do equally well for sheep, for
tillage,. for turnips, for wheat, for beans,
and, in & word, for every crop and circum-
stance of husbandry.” In the days of that
intelligent observer the whole region was a
vast expanse, in which the neglect and in-
dolence of man seemed to mar and deface
the gifts of nature; nor was there any ex-
ception in the neighbourhood of the tewn of
Tipperary. Arthur Young remarked, ¢ In
no part of Ireland have 1 seen more careless
management than in these rich islandg. The
face of the country is that of desolation ;
the grounds are overrun with thistles, rag-
wort, &c., to excess ; the fences are mounds
of earth full of gaps; there is no wood,
and the general countenapneé is such that
you must sxamine into the soil before you
will believe that a country which has so
beggarly an appearance can be so rich and
fertile.”” At that time, in truth, compara-
tively little had been effected in the way of
improvement. In some places country sea

had been built, where rude Barry Lyndons
and fighting Fitz-Geralds led a life of coarse
extravagance and vice, and kept down the
subject Irishry around ; and here and there
only a gentleman of -a better class has
introduced germs of a progressive hus-
bandry. Parks and gardens occasionally
met the eye; some large farms had been
well enclosed ; and attempts had been suc-
cessfully made to cross the native breeds of
swine and of eattle. But these signs ‘of
culture and taste were rare, and speaking
generally, the character of the landscape
was uncouth wildness in the midst of fer-
tility. Vast herds of shaggy and long-
horned kinc roamed over broﬂ spaces that

vals the rude dwellings of the petty squireen
and large grazier arose, Along the edges
of the roads, for the most part wretched
lanes of mud cabins, were the habitations

vated fields, their graceful plantations, and
their luxuriant gardens, rival those of a simi.
lar class in England. The whole country has
been enclosed long ago, and though partly
owing to the value of the pastures,
wood does not abound, nor are the
lands laid out regularly or well fenced,
the view on all sides is rich and magnificent.
A small breadth comparatively of the soil
is in tillage; but the crops are with rare
exceptions,fine, the oats with full ears and long
straw, the turnips thick in strong green lines,
the potatoes well closed over their ridges,
and the appliances of husbandry are usu-
ally good. Some excellent farmsteads, well
built and well slated houses and offices, may
be seen; those on the beautiful estate of
Lord Derby especially, as well as his admi-
rable labourers’ cottages, seemed to me
worthy of particular notice. The realf
wealth of this district, however, consists in
its noble grass lands, unequalled, perhaps
save in the vicinity, and in some parts of
Meath and Westmeath. The- mowers the
other day seemed hidden in the uncut
meadows ; their scythes turned an enormous
swathe ; every hayfield was dense with its
numerous cocks, Far and wide broad and
and fat pastures extend, browsed over b

sleek and large kine; and here the intelli-
gence of man has done much to second the
lavish bounty of nature, for the breeds are
usually ot a very fine description. As re-
gards the general appearance of the peasan-
try, I saw in the country very few traces of
poverty ; the men and women seemed gen-
erally well fed, not ill clad, and of decent
appearance ; and even the small farmers
Lad a good class of horses. But it is not to
be supposed that the external aspect of the
scene is in all respects favourable. The
farmhouses vary exceedingly in quality, a

large proportion being very inferior dwel-
lings ; and mud cabins, that eyesore of the

Irish landscape, and still not infrequent in

of the cottier peasantry, who, already be-

.,

many places. The big fields, too, are ill-
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tial caunses of the dissatisfaction of Trishmen,
If Tipperary is the readiest to break into '
outrage, Tipperary ought to show most
plainly the reasons: of its violence. Its
pastures are among the richest in_the;
world.  They are clothed with perpetual
verdure, and the springs of unceasing
fertility never fail. But its broad valleys,
with their soft and slow rivers, fed by the

nclosed and ibnléed, and the wide dykes

1d banks that ustally divide them not only
aste a great breadth of ground, but show
hat thorough drainage is much wanting.
his, indeed, is evidently the chief defi-
iency in the farming throughout this whole
istrict. Lord Derby’s estate 18 well drained,
nd 80 are those of some other proprietors ;
but the thick masses of rushes

@ rass that in many places spre

sperity.
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ields prove that, even now, in the drought of
pummer, the subsoil is charged with injurious

moisture, This is especially the case with
he valley of the river which flows beside
he town of Tipperary, and which in winter,
hear, is often a wide flooded lake ; and
peaking generally, a large expenditure of
apital and industry would still be required
o develope fully the resources of this tract,
considered merely as a vast patronage.

In my next leiter I shall give an account
of the social economy of this neighbour-
hood and ot the phenomena it presents.

w f ——

¥ Nl t - & '
We publish to-day a letter from our Spe-
cial Commissioner in Ireland, dated ‘Tip-
erary.”” The name is a word of evil omen
in the ears of men of good will.” "If there
be ang feeling of passionate resentment in
Ireland, it is in Tipperary that it comes to
a head, The return of an ungenial season
is there marked by a revival of crime. For
a few prosperous years all may be quiet, and
we would willingly persuade ourselves that
the turbulent spirit had been exorcised for
ever ; but there comes a check in the pro-
ductiveness of the seasons, oats fail, the
otato is cut down by disease, there has
een a catching hay harvest, it has been ill-
saved, aud then the old spirit of violence
blazes forth anew, as if the progress we
had hoped had been achieved were but a
delusion. The state of Tipperary is, in
fact a test of the health of &relnm{. It 1s
the ‘weak spot in its polity, to which dis-
order naturally flies, and where it is sure
to make itself manifest. Nor is it unwor-
thy of notice that in Tipperary the Irish
race has a greater admixture of immigrant
blood than 1s to Be found elsewhere in
Catholic ireland.  Observers remark that
the men of the county are cast in a larger
mould than their countrymen of Connaught
and of the further south, and the energy
which gives expression to its feelings of
discontent has been attributed to the
presence of o foreigi €lement.
It is in this region, which nature has
blessed and man has cursed, that our Com-

mountain ranges which enclose them, har-
bour a sullen population. The agricultural
labourers are ‘“not free from a vague sen-
‘“ timent o! discontent; they furnished a
‘“ good supply of recruits to the Fenian
‘ ‘army’ which in 1867 was marshalled here
“by ‘General’ Burke; it is from their
‘“ ranks for the most part that the perpe-
¢ trators of agrarian crimes are selected.”
The class just above them share their feel-
ings. * Nor are the farmers as a body
¢ contented ; they are, many of them, dis-
 gatisfied in a vague way ; they pat for-
“ ward many distinct grievances; they are
“not, as the corresponding class in lng-
““land is, conservative in feeling.” A
certain vagueness, it will be seen, attaches
in each case to the complaints which are-
heard ; not unfrequently the grounds of dis
content crumble away when they are sub-
jected to the tests of enquiry ; even when
the existence of substantial hardship is
proved, we see that there is so much that is
faulty on the side of the complainants that
it is hard to deal with an equal hand between
the accused and the accusers, Some occa-
sions of evil are, however, made clear as the
result of investigation, ¢ The landowners,”
writes our Commissioner, ‘‘are, w th hardly
‘ gn exception, Protestants, and the tenants
¢ are nearly all Roman Catholics.” It re-
uires a very slight exercise of the imagina-
tion to understand what this implies. We
must remember that we are dealing with a
eople no more instructed than their neigh-
Eours to distinguish between what is reaj
and what is apparent, and hitherto it
has seemed to the Catholic farmer that he
was not merely called upon to pay rent to
his landlord, but to bring his tribute to
maintain means of religious worship at his
landlord's desifé. Mpre than this, the Etab-
lishment put the landlord in direct opposi-
tion to his tenant, for it made the one fight
to uphcld what the ‘other was pledged by
every motive he held sacred to overturn.
A relation like this produced a reflex action
even more lamentable, A landowner who
was taught from his infancy that Roman
Catholicism was unmitigated evil, and that
the priest was his natural enemy, was not
without means of acting upon this teaching.

misgioner has sought to discover the essen-
B

His tenants desire to erect a chapel in
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which the sacred offices of their religion
may be celebrated ;—~he refuses a site,
which would be turned, so he tells them
himself, into a means of idolatry.  They
would like to build a residence for their
friend and spiritual guide ;—the landlord
drives him beyond his borders, so that
the peasant whose child is dying unbapti-
zed, whose wife, is agonizing for the last
sacraments, sees those he loves perish un-
houseled because the priest lives afar.
We do not say instances like these are
common. Whatever has been done in other
ears, they are now rare; but let any one
Judge of the madness of passion a single
example would provoke against the demi-
nation that could thus put—for this is their
creed—souls in peril. 1t must be admitted,
too, that the immediate effect of the aboli-
tion of the Irish Establishment will probably
be a revival of bigotry on the part of
Protestaut Landlords, a hardening of their
hearts against their tenants, and it may
be necessary to take measures to counter
act the evils that might otherwise ensue.
The second evil detected by our Commis-
sioner is more commonly recoznized, but
while appearing easisr of solution its re-

QUESTION

¢“land has been the work of the occupi-
+¢ ers, not of the owners,  From these two
circumstances flow consequences transcend-

of Ireland, and it we do not dilate upon
them now, nor investigate proposals for
their mitigation, it is not for want of appre-

ina way befitting their importance.

without bright points relieving its darker
tints. ¢ The condition of the agricaltural
¢ labourer has improved marvelously of late
‘“ years.””  The incredible distress and pri-
vations, the periodical starvation, reported

away. The condition of the labourer does,
in fact, in som~ cases, excite the jealousy of
the farmers. The latter, however, have ex-
perienced a similar advance in social condi-
tion. Our Commissioner makes an estimate
that the price of farm produce in Tipperary
has trebled, and the quantity of produce
increased one-half, since ArTHUR YoUNG'S
days—or, in other words, the money worth
of the produce of a farm hasbeen more

moval is, perhaps, more difficult. ¢ The
“largest landholders are absentees, who
¢ geldom or never visit the neighbourhood.” |
Their estates are, indeed, generally well-
managed, and the mere fact that rent is
spent in one county instead of another is,
although the doctrine is hard to learn, of
no reali mportance, But the absence of
great landlords is most felt in its effects
upon small landlords. The latter are not
taught by example the principle involved
in the maxim* Nﬁblcssc oblige.”” We donot
wish to bring a railing accusation against
any one, but we fear it is undeniable that

qgeasion of much that is darkest in the
qgcuﬂ condition of Iréland, The-squireen,’
‘bockeen,” or ‘whatéver else he may be
called, is most uncivilizing element in any
society. Mr. BRicu1’s scheme for facilitating
thesale of the estates of the absentee land-
lords would leave this class to their own de-
vices, unchecked even by such examples as
the agents of the great proprietors afford,and
if we press upon absenteeg the propriety
of residing a certain portion of each year
upon their Irish domains, we know the diffi-
culties which prevent such a course, even
where itis reaﬁy desired. The last evil in the
social organization of Tipperary springs from
the joint action of the two facts that ‘¢ the
“ tenancies are nearly all at will,” and that,
¢ with some not inconsiderable exceptions,

than quadrupled ; but a comparison of rent-
als shows that the rent paid bas not on an
average been more than dofbled, and the
profits of farming has therefore increased in
an extraordinary proportion. The redaction
| of the-population of the district by emigra-
|tion, and the opening up of the English
markets by the developement of steam navi-
gation ﬂn(i railways, are causes of this im-
provement, and both still continue to
operate. It will be asked why we should
not let well alone. The answer is simple.
Emigration produces more than one conse-
quence, and among them none must be
borne more constunﬁy in mind than the fact
that it has taught the Irish peasant to com-
pare his condition with that of the labourer
across the Atlantic rather than with that of
his grandfather before him. He has tasted
the fruit of the tree of knowledge, and he
jumps to conclusions ke would renounce if
he had eaten more of it, e cannot un-
derstand why if he is willing to work as
hard in Tipperary as in America, he should
not be abl> to live, and to live as well in
one as in the other.  The Legislator may
lam2nt an error so perverse, but he is
bound to take note of it He must see that
the law does not permit any igjustice to
remain unredressed which may serve to
countenance this flagrant - misconception ;
he must remove the possibility of wrong
before he can be content with a good con-

*¢ and those chiefly of modern date, all that

science to stand by and let the Irish labour-
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er convince himself that wages must fall
hen the increase of population is unres-
rained by any motive for prudence.

No. III.

TIPPERARY, AUG. 3.

I shall now endeavour to give you an ac-
ount of the social arrangements of this
peighbourhood, referring especially to its
anded system ; and in doing so I shall con-
fine myself to existing facts, postponing the
onsideration of causes, and any attempt to
firaw general inferences, to a subsequent
tage of this enquiry. Having conversed
reely with persons of all classes, landown-
ers, their agents and immediate dependants,
gcclesiastics of the Roman Catholic Church,
of the highest and of inferior degrees, offi-
cials charged with the administration of
justice, men in business, bankers, mer-
chants, ond shopkeepers, I have received a
great deal of valuable “information ; and
this, coupled with my own observatiou, en-
ables me to supply a report, I do not doubt,
in the main accurate. Like all those who
have had to deal with questions involving
numerous interests, viewed in a great diver-
sity of lights, and obscured or distorted by
passion or prejudice, I have heard some
wild and exaggerated statements, and have
been obliged to exercise my judgment in
reconciling and balancing evidence ; but,
notwithstanding difficultics of this kind, I
think that what I am abopt to say will be
found sufficiently correct and trustworthy.
In the first place, then, as to one particu-
lar of the greatest importance in considering
the general state of any district, there is,
h‘PS“Y! little difference of opinion, The
condition of the agricultural labourer about
Tipperary, as elsewhere in Ireland, has im-
proved marvellously of late years. The
tillers of the soil here, in the days of Arthur
Young, were usually cottiers, living on a
'patch of potato ground, rented at from £3
to £5 an acre, worked out in wages at 6d, a
day. At this rate the cottier was generally
able to support his family in coarse L)lenty
upon the lowest description of food ; but he
was evidently in extreme poverty. Seventy
years afterwards, at the period of the Devon
Commission, the' rent of the cottier had
risen from £6 to £10, his wages having only
increased to 8d, while the price of all com-
modities had advanced, so that he had
relatively declined in the social scale ; and
8s a large mass of agricultural labourers

15

without even the advantages of a cottier,
this whole class was on the verge of abject
wretchedness,
these people endure,” said a witness before
the Devon Commission,
labourers near Tipperary, © ara incredible
except to those who witness them ; there is
a periodical starvation in this town for'want
of employment.” All this, fortunafely, has ‘3
Been completely changed ; and, partly owing

“‘ The distress and privat:ons

the

respecting

to the progress of wealth, partly to the
beneficial effects of the Poor I{aw, but
principally to the results of the immense
emigration which has occurred sin¢e 18468,
the agricultural population around Tippe-
rary are in a state of comparative affluence.
I have already intimated that in dress and
looks they appear for the most part decent
and comfortable ; aud, considered fairly,
they are as well off as the same classin
many English counties, The agricultural
labourer of this neighbourhood is fio longer
a cottier serf, or in a position even more
miserable ; his wages average from geven to
pine shillings a week, paid in cash regularly
all the year round, or a full equivalent in
money and food, the rent of hig dwelling
being about £1 10s,, and he has in a great
measure given up the potato, and substito-
ted for it a better diet.  Indeed, his condi-
tion in some places excites the jealousy of
the farmers. I asked the tenantry of Bally-
cohey—the scene of Mr. Scully’s exploits
last year —if they had any grievances now to
complain of, and the answer I received was
that ‘“‘all would be' blooming, but that the
farm boys insisted on getting their bi¢, their
lodging, and £1 a month."”

In point of material comfort, therefore,
the agricultural labourers of this neighbour-
hood may be said to be in a satisfactory
state, ‘et this class seems to be not free
from & vague sentiment of discontent ; they
furnished a good supply of recruits to the
Fenian *‘armny’’ which, in 1867, was marshal-
led, hard by, {)y “General’”’ Burke ; it is from
their ranks for the most part, that the perpe-
trators of agravian crimes are selected,
Turning, now, to the relations between the
owners and occupiers of the soil, I have to
present a picture of more varied outline,
more complicated in its lights and shadows,
more difficult to comprehend and interpret.
Materially, I have reason to believe the con-
dition of the mass of the tenant farmers cor-
responds with that of ;the country around,
which, although not cultivated or improved
to any thing like a high point, wears, on the
whole, a look of prosperity. In this, as in
other parts of Ireland, the land 25 years ago
waa engrossed to a great extent by masses ot

had grown .up, detached from the soil, and

coftiers, whose intense compelition caused



g
e
>

R

16

g
-

was “necessarily accompanied

questioned.

bein
ryl i
reasonably thriving.

been extremely profitable.
the homesteads an

oing as well as the large.
the admirable fualify of the land, and i

though I have heard some complainfs-a
rack rents, these instances, I am convipced,
are exceptional, and rents are gengrally
paid without difficulty.

have been gradually riving, I'do not think,
as o general rule, they are as high as mig
have been expected, In the daysof Arth
Young the rent of this district was from 15s.
to about 60s. the Irish acre —that is from 9s.
to 30s. the English ; when the Devon Com-
" mission held its euquiry it had risen frem
30s. to above £3—that is, taking the propor-
tion from about 18s. to 36s. ; it 18 now, pro-
bably, from 36s. to £3. 58.—in other woids,
at the same scale, from £1. 1s. 7d. to 39s.

about Tippétary were fiot much more than
o, third of what they are at this time; the
s

average amount of produce raised was not
probably more than two-thirds ; and at the

of prices and the sum of the produce were,
perhaps 20 pér cent. less than they are at
present, It follows thaf the Feal pressure
of reat is considerably less in 1869 than
it was in 1779 or in 1844; and though

THE LAND QUESTION

in many cases to be extravagantly
“and also considerably diminished the
r area ‘of legitimate and remunerative
usbandry. This class has now, for the most
part, disappeared, and thougil the change
tr)ga an im-

mense amount of suffering and hardship, and
occasionally, doubtless, of cruel wrong, the
benefit which has resulted from it cannot be
The land around Tipperary is
now held in farms varying from 200 to ten
and even five acres in-size, 20 and 30 acres
very common-; and, from every enqui-
ave made, the occupiers, as a rule, are
There is, as I have
said, but little tillage, the great staple being
dairy produce ; and, at the average prices of
m?'lya.st en years, this mode of farming has
In fact, though
arm offices in this
neighbourhood are seldom well built, and
though the farmers are disinclined to exhi-
bit the outward signs of wealth, it is impos-
sible not to see that they are usually comfort-
able ; and I have been informed, on the very
best authority, that many of them have good
balances in the Banks, and what I was very
lad to hear, that the small holders were
g As for the rate
of rent, I do not think it high, considering

ts
proximity to several excellent markets ; au{

Irow a compaison
moreover, of different periods, | am satidfied
that the burden of rent on the tenant has
been steadily diminishing ; and though rents

ht
ur

the English acre. But in the days of
Arthur Young the prices of farm prp’auce

the exact proportion may be difficult to
ascertain, I have no doubt as to the ‘gen:
eral conclusion.

I do not hesitate, then, to assert that
the occupiers of the soil around Tipperary
are, in & material point of view, by no
means an unprosperous class, Yet the re

oped ; its wealth is due to its  natural

man ; and itsagricultureis backward, and
in most cases, what may be called its ag-
ricultural plant and fixed capital is of an
inferior description. Nor are the farmers,

forward geyeral distinct grievances ; they are
not, as the corresponding class in England,
is, conservative in feeling. This state of
things may in part be ascribed to certain ex:

are, with hardly an exception, Protestants,
and the tenants are nearly all Roman Cath-

onism of class religious differences cause in
Ircland will at once see how injurious to
Jrpgress this single circumstance inevitably
18,\__Again, the largegt landowners are
absepthes, who seldom or never visit the
neig
ate fenerally well managed—that of Lord
Derby especially so, to judge merely from
its appearance—the agent can never supply
the place of the resident proprietor, and the
kindly link that ought to unite the tenant
and his superiors being broken, the
whole frame of society suffers .n
consequence. By these means a barri-
er is raised between the classes con-
nected with the soil, and the natural rela-
tions between landiord and tenant are
occasionally marred by hardship and wrong.
With some not inconsiderable exceptions,
and those chiefly of modern date, all that
has been done l{ere for the improvement of
the land, the draining, enclosing, and/build-
ing of farmsteads, has been the work/of the
gccupiers, notof the owners; and/though
the occupiers, during their tenanciesy, have,
of course received the accruing bjneﬁl,
they complain that, as a genersl rulej they
have obtained no allowance or compensa-
tion. They say, moreover, that in/some

enhanced in consequence of what they have

rom improving by a general apprehensiou
of such a result ; and though I have not
been able to find out well-authenticated
cases of such injustice, I have little doubt
that some might be ‘discovered.  Further
more, leaseholds are exceedingly few ; the

sources of the country are not half devel-

fertility, and not much to the industry of!

as a body, contented ; they are many of ¥
them, dissatisfied ina vague way ; they put}

isting facts insociety around.The landowners

.olies ; and those who know what antag-§

urhood ; and though their estates

instances, their rents have been actually:

bab thus done, and that they are discouraged J
period ‘of the Devon Commission the rate | f¥
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enancies are nearly all at will, determinable
i six months notyice 1o quit; and though
can affirm with confidence that no general
ystem of oppression exists, and that evic-
fons from land are rare, it is evident that,
nder these conditions of tlenudrf, 31@ tenadnt's
re at the mercy of their landlords ; and it
g quite certauiJ thatsome members of this
lags, not united by kindly associations and
leelings with that in complete subjection to
occasionally abuse their dominant posi-
ijon. Another circumstance connected with
he system of tenure requires particular
ttentlon. On many, perhaps the majority
f estates, an outgoing tenant is accustomed
o sell the good-will of his interest ; very
arge prices are paid in this way for hold-
ngs usually only at will, and though legally
purchaser acquires no new right, it is
mpossible to safisfy him that by his outlay
he has not become virtually a part prohpne-
or. In most instances this tenant-right is
reated by the landlord with respect, Dut in
gome it has been disregarded; it has no
sanction whatever from law, and Thave
heard of cases in which an incoming tepant
has been capriciously evicted though he
had paid his rent, and though he Had, per-
haps, invested £10 an vcre as a premium
for merely obtaining {;ossession. Such tases
are extremely rare, but when they occur it
is difficuly to deny that ‘the {enant saffers
very great hardskip.
These facts fairly acéount, I think, for a

1
great deal of the dissrt&is('action that may
be observed among the fprming classes, and
for much of the backwardness of the coun-
try. when moral dfvisions, broad and deep,
keep the owners and occupiers of the soil
apart; when large tracts are deprived of the
presence of those whose duty it is to make
the relations of landlord and tenant gra-
cious; when the delicate but all-powerful
chord of sympathy is wanting to knit a com-
munity together ; when it is in the power of
a dominant class to appropriate the fruits of
the industry of others and to enforce a law
of “ sic vos non vobis; '’ when examples of
this wrong may be cited; when those with
whom more than any others the prosperity
of a district rests are legally in a state of
mere dependence, and hold the land by a
precarious tenure ; and when.it 18 possible
to confiscate rights gained morally by pur-
chase, it is easy to see thut the elements of
content and of general welfare are ex-
tremely deficient.. Nor is it necessary, to
effect this result, that oppression or wrong
should he generally exercised; the mere
existence of this state of society, the appre-
hensions it inevitably diffases among those
who may suffer from it, the certain check it
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imposes on industry, are quite sufficient to
retard pregress and to create a sentiment of
angry irritation, It should be observed,
moreover, that this very feeling is not un-
likely to co-exist with a certain amount of
maierial prosperity ; indeed the sense of in-
feriority and subjection engendered by this
condition of things will wound more dyeeply
a class that has risen in some degree in the
social scale than one sunk in mere abject
wretchedness. Still, after making f{air al-
lowance, I do not think the existing ar-
rangements of landed property or their
effects account completely for the peculiar
notions and tendencies that, to a great ex-
tent, prevail among the farmers iu this
district.

lords about Tipperary; rents are well paid,

the peasantry are usually courteous it ménner

to their superiors, and those proprietors

who manage their estates with deference to

the usages of the country gre as safe, per-

haps, ag they would be in Kngland. But it

is not too much to say that the occupiers of
the soil resent the exercise of some rights

of \property that would not cause much

offence in England; they do not oppose the

eviction of a tenant who had made default
in the payment of his rent, and in some
csaes would not object to the rent of land
being considerably raised ; but I believe at
this moment few landlords here would ven-
ture to serve a noticg to quit, or to put an
end to a tenancy at will, even though the
tenant had no moral claim to hold beyond
the term of his contract. T think, moreover,
that the tenantry, as a class, are impressed
with an idea that a great change is at hand
that will decidedly improve their condition ;
and possibly, at the bottom of the hearts of
many, lurks a sentiment that, subject to a
reasonable rent, the land they occupy is
virtually their own, no matter what the
nominal tenure. There would be some
equity in such a claim in cases where great
improveméiits have been made, and large
sums have been paid for goodwill ; but such
distinctions -are not generally drawn; and
though, of course, not a few of the farmers
are quite alive to its real import, ¢fixity of
tenure’ is a popular cry. In a word, feel-
ings exist in the country of considerable
force which in some points conflict with the
rules of our laws agout land, and I have
little doubt that atthis conjuncture few land-
holders could afford to outrage these feel-
ings without risk to themselves,

These sentiments appear in their worst form
in the agrarian comg)inations 80 common in
Ireland. These confederacies have occa-
sionally taken the shape of g/war of poverty

It would be untrue to assert that J/
there is anything like a war against land-~ 2L

|
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against property ; they have sometimes been
the desperate resource of an impoverished
and oppressed peasantry ; but their general
object has been to maintain the occupier of
the soil in Ireland in his holding according
to a certain ill-defined usage. 1t is un-
necessary to say how they have adminstered
an unwritten law of terrible import ; to what
deeds of blood they have given birth; and
how, wherever they have made their ap-
pearance, they have been supported by pop-
ular sympathy. At this moment a combina-
tion of this kind, not organized perhaps,
but still existing, I cannot doubt, pervades
this neighbourhood ; though its active pro-
moters are probably few, it is sustained by
much general opinion; and though, as
usually has been the case, the crime it has
sanctioned have not been committed with.
out provocation more or less grave, they
have been nevertheless, extremely alarming.
Nor, though its activity has not been great,
though it “has not left the mark of its pre-
sence in outrages on an extensive district,
though its positive achievements may not
have been many, 18 the scope of its influence,
I fear, limited ; its spirit is probably widely
diffused, and it has had an cffect, more or
less to be traced, in controlling the manage-
ment of landed property.

QUESTION

The circumstances connected with Mr
Scully’s estate require, in the first place, af
few words. It comprises only some 30(
Irish acres; the lands when T saw them,
though of the best quality, having a rather
neglected and desolate look, and the farm
steads, too, being of an inferior kind. This
property formerly was a portion of the vas
estates of the Earls of 5’0rtar1iu,‘.{tou—de-
rived in part from the Dawson family and in
part from the judicious accumulations of a
well-known sutler of Cromwell's army—
and many years ago it was granted by

lease to a Mr. Jamés Scully, who sublet the

lands at rents much higher than those now
payable. The interest of Mr, James Scully,
who in this way had bhecome a middleman,
came to an end in 1852 or 1853, and the
chief lord’s estate wes purchased in 1866 by
Mr. William Scully, a relation of James,
Mr. William Scully found the tenantry
emancipated from the middleman, and pay-
ing a much reduced rent, though as hxgg,

robably, as the Jands were worth ; and in
868 he resolved to compel them to accept
an extraordinary kind of tenure, though
I have not heard that his intention was to
make any augmentation in the rent. The
tenants who had previously held from year
to year, and who, therefore, could be evicted

In my next letter I shall briefly describe
the agrarian crimes of which this neigh-
bourhood has been the scene within the last
few months, and which may be traced to
this gvil spirit.

No, 1IV.

TIPPERARY.

I proceed to give you a short account of
the agrarian outrages of this neighbourhood,
The principal crimes committed here during
the last twelve months have been the homi-
cides cn Mr. Scully’s lato estate of Bally-
cohey, the murders of Messrs. Baker, Brad-
shaw, and Tracey, and an attempt at in-
timidation on the property of the Messrs.
Vincent. With the single exception of the
murder of Mr, Bradshaw, the character of
which remains doubtful, all these crimes
are certainly agrarian, and it will be thus
perceived that the worst offences of the
district are ot the same type, and that but
for them it would be almost free from crime.
Of course I do not pretend to give a state-
ment accurate in every particular, but as I
have consulted the best authorities, and
have had access to special sources of in-
formation, my account, I think, will be

found trustworthy.

only upon a six months’ notice to quit, were
required to adopt a substituted letting,
under which their rents were to “be paid
quarterly ; very stringent conditions of
husbandry were imposed, and their interest,
no specified term being given, was made
determinable on a 21 days’ notice. On
the 14th of August, 1868, Mr. William
Scully proceeded to Bgllycohey, attended by
a party of police, to serve the notices that
were thus tol convert a tenure, already pre-
carious, - into «ge almost absolutely worth-
less; and whufellqwed is unhappily noto-
rious. A lnrge}&)%y of men, som3 with
firearms, and-evidently colldcted by pre.
conrert, assembled and offered a fierce resist-
ance ; shots were fired, the tenantry look-
ing on approvingly ; and the result was that
two of the police were killed, and Mr.
Scully and some other men were wounded.
The victors separated after their triumph,
and although the outrage occurred in broad
day light, and in the presence of numerous
bystanders, and although large rewards have
been offered for the apprehension of any of
the offenders, no evidence has been forth-
coming, and the magistrates have given up
all hope on the subject.

With respect to this case of Mr. Scully, I
must observe by the way that it seems to me a
great mistake to authorize the police‘to agsist
a landlord, as they practically do, in assert-
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ter into the questi
r. Seully endeavou
nantry was legal,
pubt that it bears
mmum jus may
jection is of a ge
hose whose primar)
dministration of ¢
o instance in Il'(llg
ndication ofpure
purse makes the G
es of & very quic
ent to support cla
with acts occasi
stead of discoura
adency to promot
ig likely, would
ting in the manne
ssured of the help
pr their unlucky 1In
Ballyedhey might n
ware thatit is saidl
ttend in order to |
beace, and to give
re executing the
hig distinction is t
'hey are really tu
or the purpose
laims sometime sh:
od I cannot but tl
hat the State and
he odium.

It is difficult to-fi
yreceded the mar
vhat follows may, |
Baker was the own
1,400 or £1,500 «
he town of Tip
amed Dwyer, who
state, having been
I have been told, e
iving one hrother
reeded to serve a
ther brother in
heard that Mr., I
resume possession
of the lands incluc
—in fact, merely !
however this may
unquastionably co
farm, the tenant w
not know this ciret
was brought upon
have been informe
kind of promisei<
he would not haV
c2eding, and chang
of anger. Boon a
gentleman was f(
own house ; the 1
been discovered, a
very improbable.



seted with Mr)

he first place, ¢
only some 30
:n I saw them,
having a rather
, and the farm
rior kind, Thig
‘ion of the vast
tarlington—de.
n family and in
imulations of a

well’s army—J
‘a8 granted hyl

than those now}
» James Scully,
® a middleman,
1853, and the
18ed in 1866 by
tion of James,
the tenantry
‘man, and pay-
1ough as higg’,
worth ; and in
them to accept
enure, though
itention was to
the rent. The
held from year
ould be evicted
@ to quit, were
ituted letting,
re to "be paid
conditions of
1 their interest,
en, was made
" notice. On
Mr. William |
ey, attended by
he notices that
¢, already pre-
solutely worth-
unhappily noto-
€n, som3 with
ldcted by pre.
d a fierce resist-
tenantry look-
result was that
lled, and Mr.
were wounded,
their triumph,
urred in broad
e of numerous
e rewards have
sion of any of
as been forth.
have given up

[ Mr. Scally, I
| seems to me a
police to agsist
y do, in assert-

Bttend in order to prevent a breach of the |

OF IRELAND,

g the civil rights of property, I do not
ter into the question whether the contract
r. Seully endeavoured to impose upon his
nantry was legal, though no lawyer can
ubt that it bears out the proverb that
mmum jus may be summa injuria. My
jection is of a general kind. I maintain
hose whose primary duty it is to aid in the
dministration of criminal justice ought in
p instance in Ireland to co-operate in the
ndication of*purely civil rights. Such a
purse makes the Government appear in the
res of a very quick-witted race an instru.
ent to support class interests; it identifies
with acts occasionally oppressive; and
hstead of discouraging, it has probably a
ndency to promote outrage. Mr. Scully,

is likely, would never have thought of
ting in the manner he did had he not heen
gsured of the help of the police ; and, but
pr their unlucky intervention, the affair of
Ballyedhey might not have occurred. I am ‘
ware thatit is saidthe police in these cases |

beace, and to give protection to those who |

re executing the process of the law; but |
his distinction is too fine to be recognized. |
'hey are really turned into armed bailiffs |
or the purpose of upholding by force |
laims sometime sharsh, unjust, or extreme ;
od I cannot but think it highly impolitic
hat the State and its agents should incur
he odium.

It is difficult ta«find out all the facts that
yreceded the murder of Mr, Baker, but
vhat follows may, I think, be relied on. Mr. |
Baker was the owner of an estate of some

1,400 or £1,500 a year, n few miles from
he town of Tipperary. Two brothers|
named Dwyer, who held small farms on the
state, having been at feud, Mr, Baker, who,

I have been told, expiessed an intention of

yiving one brother a lease of both farms,pro-
eeded to serve a notice to quit on the
sther brother in the usual manner, 1
reard that Mr, Baker's purpose was to
resume possession of a small portion only |
of the lands included in the notice to quit, |
—in fact, merely to square the farms, but |
however this may have been, as the process l
unqu2stionably comprised the whole ot his |
farm, the tenant who had been served could
not know this circumstance. An ejectment
was brought upon the notice to quit, and I
have been informed that Mr. Baker gave a
kind of promise gome time previously that
he would not haVe recourse to such a pro-
c2eding, and changed his mind in a moment
of anger. Boon afterwards the unfortunate
gentleman was found shot dead near his
own House; the murderer as yet has nmot
been discovered, and I fear that discovery is

| celebrated Golden Vale.
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The murder of Tracey presents features
equally dark and ruthless. Tracey was a
small farmer, who held land in the neigh-
bourhood of the estate of Lord Derby.
Some years azo his farm had been occupied
by a tenant who had been dispossessed ;
and T am informed that the agent of the
property promised to give the land to a man
named Burns. Tracey was, however, ulti-
mately preferred. Last winter Tracey was
found dead, his throat cut in a barbarous
manner: and this murder, too, remains un-
punished, for though Byrns was wut on his
trial he has been acquitted, w'th the ap-
proval of the Judge, the evidence heing
wholly insufficient. I may add, in reference
to this crimg, that Lord Derby issued a
circular which menaced any of his tenants
with eviction should he harbour or counte-
nance the assassin, an act I venture to think
that betrayed suspicions, perhaps wholly
undeserved, and that savowrs too much of
feudal justice—I might make use of another
term—for the sccond half of the nineteenth
cenfury.

As regards the affair of the Messrs.
Vincent—the last upon this unhappy list—it
illystrates strongly the jealqusy and distrust
which are among the motives of agrarian
crimes, The Messrs. Vincent were the
joint proprietors of an estate not far from
the village of Emily, in the centre of the
They were desi-
rous to effect a partition of the lands; but
the surveyors they sent, on reaching the
spot, were met by a party of armed men,
with blackened faces, who warned them off,
and fired some shots to hasten their depar-
tnre. The only reason that can be assigned
for this deed is thata report had spread that
the rents of the estate were about being
raised, and that the tenantry mistook the
surveyors for valuators who had come for
this purpose. No clue has been found to

| this outrage also, nor is it probable its au-
thors will be discovered.

These crimes bear the well-known marks
of agrarian offences. They all have one
corumon object, to maintain the fitle of the
fenant to his holding, according to a popu-
lar standard of right, and to punish those
who attempt to disturb it. They have not
been committed without provocation ; but if
we measure the provocation with the crime
they appear in a high degree atrocious.
They are not the results of individual pas-
sion, but are systematic to a certain -extent,
and show the signs of a kind of method;
they exact vengeance not only from the
authors of what is supposed a wrong, but
from those who, though innocent of it, help
to carry it out, and become its instruments,

very improbable.

They express, too, though in a monstrons
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form, the sentiments of a large class; their
perpetrators usually elude justice ; they ob-
tain the sympathy of a people in po sense
renerally depraved or wicked.  In'a word,
they arc”of the kind described by Sir George
Lowis when he wrote of them in the worst
stage of their evil development; and it
must be allowed that their mere number
does not form a perfect criterion of the
range and prevalence of the spirit tlt!_lt
prompts them., The expression of Sir
(ieorge Lewis, I regret to say, are still in a
areat degree applicable:——‘The outrages
in question are committed by the offenders
as administrators of a law of opinion gene-
rally prevalent among the class to which
they belong. In this character they look
not merely to particular but to general re-
sults, not merely to themselves Dut also to
those with whom they are leagued, and
with whom they have an identity of in-
terests, not merely to the present but also
to the future. The criminal who acts with
these views is, as it were, an executioner,
who carries into effect the verdict of an un-
certain and nonapparent tribunal; and it
usually happens lLut others profit more by
his offence than he himself who committed
it,"!

[ shall not at present attempt to trace the
causes of these deplorable crimes. I shall
only remark that, in my judgment, the exist-
ing relations of property here, though oc-
casionally grievous in their working, do not
suffice by themselves to generate the spirit
that gives these misdeeds birth; and that
such a spirit could only grow up and spread
in a state of society that has been for a long
time deeply disordered.

No, V.
Casuer, Ava. 10,

The road from Tipperary to Cashel skirts
the southern verge of the Golden Vale until
you reach the hamlet of Golden, on the
banks of the Suir, there is asmall river. The
landscape is of the same kind I have des-
cribed,—great breadths of pasturage here
and there, with streaks of yellow cornland
between. From Golden the scene begins to
change ; you ascend grndnnll{ to a wide
expanse of uplands, occasionally rising to
gentle eminence, until, crowned by the his-
torical Rock, and almost hidden among hills
and ruins, the ancient city of Cashel appears,

f Caghel it may be truly #aid thatits present
is less attractive than its past. It is a small,
irregular, and dirty town of ill-built and often

thriving and busy look that is a pleasing fea.
ture of Tipperary. The place is an example
of the truth that piches are not always the
way to prosperity; its Commissioners have
an ample landed estate, which enables them
to dispense with all local rates, but the rents
scem to be scantily applied to the improve
ments of the streets and the few public
buildings, to judge, at least, from their
squalid appearance. Cashel, nevertheless,
bas scenes of beauty familiar, doubtless, to
some of yourreaders. From the celebrated
Rock, overlooking the town, and for ages
sacred in popular traditions, and beside one
of those round towers, the origin of which
has baffled antiquarians, rise the mouldering
walls and shattered parapets of the Palace of]
the Celtic Kings of Munster, while cluster-
ing beneath the hallowed spot are the vener-
able remains of religious - houses. The
Palace blends with an ancient fame, oneg
the principal church of the vicinity, and is
united to the ruins of the more modern
cathedral, of which it is hardly more than
the complement. The entire scene abounds
in objects that touch a sympathetic mind
with interest. The dim recesses and low-
browed arches of King Carmac’s ehapel, the
original church, an uncouth yet solemn a
pearance. The graceful pillars, the hig[:-
pointed curves, and the noble symwmetry of
| the cathedral are fine specimens of what is
called the early English style. All around,
on the grassworn floor of the nave and tran-
septs, or in niches in the walls, are the
monuments of ancient Catholic bishops or o
the former Catholic lords of the soil, whose
names, as 8o often happens in Ireland, are
to be found now among those of the peas
antry. ~ The Palace, a massive square
flanked by circular towers, resisted the
changes of time uninjured, until it was
breached by Morrogh O’Brien. a soldier o
fortune, who, though a descendant of the
Royal builders, did not hesitate to ply the
batteries of Cromwell, which have ]e!lt their
trace on an adjoining eminence. I ascended
the staircase, and rejoiced at the view—the
Golden Vale, spreading out in spaces of
emerald and gold to the western sun, the
horizon at other points being closed by an
amphitheatre of hills confusedly tossed.
The dignitaries of the Established Church,
into whose hands they have passed by a
strange succession, have taken more care of
these beautiful ruins than has usually been
the case in Ireland, where the representa.
tives of Protestantism have not been zealous
in preserving monuments that speak too
eloquently of a fallen nationality and an
outraged religion. T was bappy to see that
i st g
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many places gaps in the' masonry had ‘ovidcntly within the last few years, and fur-

een repaired, that gates closed the entrance | nished with t.he lbest‘ ap )lm;cf)s rl(i(?’l:r:;imlcz
o the cathedral, that & wall ran round the | modern agricu tur(‘,[. (2{ _ Derby eth
ecrated precinct. Yet, as [ thought of [on the road to C onmel is, mI a g
o ile and its guardians, I could not but measure, laid out in this way, and a colony
g ptlc the u?lfm'tunatc policy that for | of considerable farmers from England has
r:g ce(::uries had committed these ruins,_‘ settled upon a t.rm'ltgln.o;ur (iasl.u:li. Ithvem]:rt(:)-
till dear to the hearts of the peasantry of [ perty of \Ir bmltlh llmy.’l( "M:; Vi
funster, to the custody of those _w_hns_e fate it | one of thvsc'gum e?n‘l,u, “'1-){.“1- -0,-@3 ‘;m;
been to be the symbols of a faith nuposed has turned whut was a waste, cov !
e t the wrecks of small, ruined holdings into a
Tgl?(?(lc‘ti?u.try round Cashel for several |scene worthy of the bestscounties of Eng-

iles differs widely from that about Tipper- |land. I enjoyed the, sight of his vast

ry. It is .for the most part an elevated ln-cadt!H of C‘”’”*‘,‘"”‘it, yt;llgﬁ\f‘xug ulndctl;tl::;
ract of fine dry land with a limustonu‘sul»- | sun .ot Aul;:ust; ( I:H,d?n tl‘dl])t. H)f;ums
oil, which ascends from tke \%(]:1:‘(1! the | turnips, \.vulmut al wee I, {)‘ ‘ln‘s‘J. o l.i;
olden Vale, eastward, towards l}lw thsmnt‘} (lnttm_l with thc' ﬁp]cst ,em? ers {hc bw.‘
ills of Kilkenny. The penetrating eye of | machinery and imp exin.-nrta, .1.01111 -
rthur Young perceived its npmu(‘lc for ‘ makers. All around the dgljl(‘ll, uch r‘lud_
improved husbandry ; he declaced ‘it was | the same kind, and the p‘r(‘;spu_t ]“(‘L?L g.,vcr
as fine turnip land as he had ever seen, Muplng to the vyc;{\;pt, &511!1{1 ;‘-:mer“);'
but, in his day, it was, in great measure, an i fairly ;ﬂlmvwl, the or ll?;‘"y ;"1.1 ‘15 odt
unclosed and uncultivated sheep-walk, | the neighpourhood, hol mi_g l(-)md't.' U‘(‘
dotted over with numerous mud hfn'f'la_ \t acres, car \}ndm: .rt]éa.aopt; ){e con ‘1‘1051:“”"
the period of the Devon ('nmmmn‘mln, this | tenure, cofnpete m_lri' }v]xt ;] n's.mo:(, P wae
district had been long before closed ; it was, | fu.l rival, thou his fields u(vltdno.“‘snrc‘ .8
in fact, divided between the demesnes ()f‘lll'llll 101)](} and hYs fences u,lu we ,m?b.ita]
gentlemen and the holdings of farmers of | 6ftén unsightly. The one has mo:i(. cap ”
the better class; but a larre extent had |and t‘ikl”,‘ [Jl?t[ffl‘ instruments, uhn. zlilmuo,L
been overrun by an indigent peasantry, who | practised intelligence, })_{ut_lhc ol-“u l%‘;)s‘luw
spread over the soil, living on potatoes, :uu]‘ less natural em.-rgy—rl )nj Iusln );‘ulu:;t 1
paying their rents out of the scanty crops of deny the ca uu‘lf} ‘o t;g] tnsl te 0. to
oats and wheat' they raised from their little | work h:n‘ﬂ— 1e takes readily ol:)u.} “rl{[t b
allotments, g8 was invariably the case in |mode of agriculture, u,l-lf hle n.u;.,a" aom .
Ireland bc!lﬁ'e the Poor Law and the famine | land, when fairly dealt with, t le,slt'm-l” tl [R;
of 1846 in \any tract that could be called | the stout hearts, ‘and the shrewd wit o _rl:
corn land. I}xcre has been a great revolu- | \""lmle household. I am'lfy nlu melllilstﬁl'l ‘1:
tion since, and, though many traces of the | 111*le from whqt I have lledlkll tx:;t, u tm:a'
st remain, the general result cannot be \xtl{rlg mknln into u(‘count,‘m u’e.s no {n.\
isputed. The land has been extensively | quite as ’lngh a rem,.u'ud' ‘s'elclu.n:\ ‘L:i ?jml',(;,:
cleared, the surplus ]populzui}ml in some §h:lm: n(] pxt'uhti :lxﬁ)‘ljxl:? wealthier and mc
aving altogether receded from it, | independent neig 3
gg:ic,eswlillh some not inconsiderable excep- | It is not, however, }u b(l‘, sulppust?(‘l“t}.ll:lxlln
tions, it is now cultivated in a {air course of the whole of this lllelglmuju'r h00( «llsl w‘(, \(-(<
husbandry. In a few spots, especially at | tivated, and that 1ts‘ :;t‘zm_ 1%1 lfl t.t‘“rusl?l.g“.(i
the edges of the little streams that run into | prosperous, Mu;ll('d m.m‘ }(,}:_cu ed y [(:i(qu-
the Suir, fine, permanent pastures may be | the eye, inhabitec . )y 8 uu‘( (t;'“pu‘ortc.l(;) i“‘t‘..
seen ; but, as a ruit‘7 the ('()unt_l')’ i8 ;?'1\'011 u!» | and some l)f‘()p_(.‘l‘tltl's‘ are ,S l. :l:} \ g}mdm
to tillage and sheep lands, rich with arti- | small patches, for tu., m(:ﬁ })).Ar).t‘ ]tL. o
ficial grusses, Farms vary in extent, from | of destitute peasantry. The tbk"‘ cro“
600 to 700 acres to patches that hardly | Commissioners of Cashel is, b}:j("d ”l‘b }:lt':l‘(l
deserve the name; but farms of about 30 |ally, of this (:hux*n(:teré and its i(m. ition
and 40 acres are common ; and, if I except | deserves a few words of notice. It is par-

the very smallest holders, who, I think, must | celled out among small yearly tenants, in

ultimately give way—unless, at lenst, what | most instances holding at 8 very chgtlilpt_rﬁtfl;
is not probable, they learn the secret of |the farms are, with rureexcepuons!fl 11 od,
spade Eusbandry—tﬂe occupiers, on the |and the occupiers seem of an unthrifty chm;.~4,L
whole, seem gprosperous, and in many in- | the entire property 1.llus.tratmgl.t:x trut t,};zn
stances have ¥¥id by money. On the larger | confined to Ireland in its app muf.nortx, B.
farms the fields are well squared, of con-|corporate lancs, though at low 1cuds, Iru
siderable size, and well enclosed ; and I saw | often neglected and badl maﬁnge o .10
& number of excellent homesteads, built| somespots the traces remain of the immense
Y
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revolution which has passed over Ireland
during the last twenty years—the marks of
ruined hamlets are occasionally seen ; nor
have the adjacent lands in all cases recovered
from the exhausted state in which they were
left. Nor is it to be supposed that this ex-
traordinary change, always more visible in
an agricultural district than in one appro-
priated for many years to grazing, has been
accomplished without much hardship; nor

et that the feelings engendered Dy it have
{)een extinguished iu the hearts of all.
« There is hate on that land,” was the signi-
ficant remark of a peasant who pointed out
a fine tract, now rich with crops of turnips
and corn, but from which hundreds of cot-
tiers had emigrated ; the spectacle of out-
ward wealth, 1 doubt not, conceals evil re-
collections and passions. The colony of
Englishmen I have referred to, by giving
abundant and liberal wages, and by their
fair and generous dealings with th> people,
have, so far as they are themselves con-
cerned, completely conjured away these
sentiments ; they are liked and esteemed as
benefactors of the poor, though in some in-
stances they hold lands from which small
occupiers have been cleared ;”’ and this is
noticeable, for as a general rule the agrarian
spirit that exists in [reland visits not only
the evicting proprietor, but the succeeding
possessor, with its savage penalties. Yet in
some of these very cases, aud in many
others, a feeling of dislike, more or less
strong, prevails against those who, as agents
or landlords, are considered, often, perhaps,
unjustly, as having been exterminators of
the people ; and this mars the general pros-
perity of the district.

The condition of the classes connected
with the soil in this neighbourhood is very
much the same as that of those about
Tipperary. Itisa great deal better than it
was formerly, and, in a material point of
view, it cannot, I think, be called unpros-
perous.
the period of the Devon
seldom more than 8d. aday ;

during the weeks of harvest.
gentlemen 1 have referred to give

from 8s. to 9s., with a cottage and potato |
the labourers
they employ are thus well off, and they have,
of course, the best men in the market. On
the whole this class has not much to com-
itis in a state of comfort compared | social phenomena.
with what it was in before the great famine, | absentees who commit their te
oreven in the days of Arthur Young; but
doubtless, penetrated in some degree
with the vague discontent more or less pre-
valent. Asregards the farmers, with the

ground at a nominal rent;

plainof;

it 18,

THE LAND QUESTION

exception of the very small holders, who,

I have said, will Ahardly be able to maintaiy
their ground—the expense of tillage, in
neighbourhood like this, being too great fod
a very minute area, unless the spade shal
replace ths plough—they unquestionabl
have advanced in wealth, and, as a body
they are in reasonably easy circumstance
The rate of rents here, in the time o
Authur Young varied from about 12s.
30s. the Irish acre, the amount of produce
being, perhups, two-thirds, and the price of
most of the articles produced, except cor
being probably little more than one-third
of what it is now. When the Devon Com
mission held its inquiry rents had riser
probably, to 25s. and 55s. the Irish acre
and they have only slightly increased since
perhaps 3s. or 4s.upon an average, though
the amount of produce has been augmente
and the price of most products is conside
ably higher. Speaking generally, therefore
the pressure of rent on the farmer is le
than it has been; and though, doubtless)
exceptions occur, the land, having regard to
its quality and existing condition, i8 nof
over-rented. Irom all the inquiries 1 have
made, too, the holders of land to any fai
extent are tolerably thriving as a class @
present ; they have, in many instances,
money in Banks; and though their dweli

The rate of agricultural wages at|estate
Commission was | too, as might have bee
it is now from | trict for the most part agricultural, that
7s. to 10s. a week, and is considerably higher | landlords here, at least of late years, have
ads and improved the land, at
usually | their own expense, to & greater extent than
about Tipperary, and a larger area, proba-
| Yet the landed system
| of the two districts, viewed as & whole and
in its broad outlines, is essentially of the
same character and is attended by the same
Large tracts belong to
nantry to the
The mass of the owners in
fee are Protestants, the mass of the occu-
piers being Roman Catholics ; and this
difference affects injuriously the relations

The English | built farmste

ings, their fields, aud their fences have tod

often the appearance of poverty, this is nol

| always a proof of the owner’s condition,

| The landed system of this neighbourhood
[is, in a slightly I)ur(-eptihlc degree, on a
atisfactory footing than that existing
Absentee proprietors are
so numerous, and the line between

the owner and occupier of the soil is not
\ marked so sharply by religious distinctions,
a good many Roman Cutholic

| more
| near

Tipperary.
| not quite

| for there are
|landlords; these gentlemen, however, i

| most instances being not more popular than
| their Protestant fellows, and managing their
s upon the  sarce principles. 1 think,
n expected in a dis

bly, is under leases.
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between them to some extent, theugh the
ositive effects may be difficult to trace.

8 & rule, though with many and large ex-
eptions, and these certainly on the increase,
he improvements that have been made
ppon the land during many years have been
nade by the occupiers; yet in few instances
have they received compensation. Though,
00, they have acquired in this way what
awyers would call an equity in the land,
which good conscience would certainly re-
hpect, they have, generally, no certain in-
erest in 1t: for the most part they are
enants-at-will, and leases are comparatively
incommon. They are thus reduced to mere
yagsalage, with moral rights they cannot
yindicate ; and, what is worse, it is the
mmediate interest of those against whom
hese rights exist to repudiate, or, at least,
o disregard them. Nor is this all; for in
his state of things the landed proprietor
may increase his rents as the tenants im-
prove, and surcharge their industry unfairly ;
he may, in truth, exercise all kinds of op-
bression ; and though such wrongs may be
nfrequent here, I heard at least of ome not-
able instance. In this neighbourhood, as
lsewhere, the goodwill of farms is otten
gold, and whatever may be thought of the
ractice, it certainly ought to be respected
n estates where it has become usual. Yet
was intormed of a casein which a land-
ord allowed an incoming occupier to pay
B00Z for the goodwill, received a consider-
pble part of this sum in respect of irrecover-
pble arrears, and afterwards, without any
ust reason evicted the pnrchaser, who was
echnically only a yearly tenant. T am not
patisfied that this tale of injustice is wholly
rue; and such iniquities could not often
appen, for otherwise the custom would
ever grow up; but the mere possibility
hat such injustice can occur repeatedly,
ncondemned by law, must have a mischie-
ous social tendency. If we recollect what
p whispered effect a single example of gross
raud may have in shaking mercantile con-
fidence, 1 cannot wonder that the farmers
nbout here, who live under this condition ot
hings, should feel insecure and dissatisfied,
hough at this moment pretty well off; es-
pecially if we add that, though now-unfre-
uent, evictions have veen extremely numer-
ous in this neighbourhood at no distant

period.

Being at Cashel, I have been induced to
vigit the well-known Mr. Charles Bianconi,
he successful founder of the ‘ public cars,’’
vhich for 40 years were the c{nief vehicles
or cheap passenger traffic in Ireland, I
wished to see a personage on whose great
experience of Irish character and energy

and skill it would be necessafy for me to
dwell, and who I hoped would give me valu-
able information. Mr. Biancopi, who has
been a large landed proprietor dfiring many
years, and who lives at a handgome place
near Cashel, enjoying in a stifl green old
age the ample reward of af honourable
career, explained his mode of managing his
own estate, and made some striking re-
marks on the general question, As might
have been expected, a very able man, who
perfectly understands the value of money,
yet appreciates the necessity of encouraging
industry, and has been long accustomed, not
only to deal with the people, but to place
reliance on them, administers his property
on a sound, yet liberal and equitable system.
He lets his land at the rents he thinks it
worth, believing, justly, that a too low is
nearly as mischievous as too high a rent;
but he makes all improvements on his farms
himself, puts them in good order before they
are occupied, and, with hardly an exception,
gives leases. As he truly observes—‘‘ By
these means he acted rightly to himself and
his tenants, he guarded against claims being
made on account of the outlay of others, to
reject which would be simply unfair, yet to
concede which would be often absurd, and
which would be very difficult to adjust; and
he placed his tenants in a position in which
only they and he could be safe, and they
could be expected to do the land justice.”
Mr. Bianconi gave me a remarkable in
stance of what he had found to have been
the effect of merely substituting a durable
for a precarious tenure, of enlarging tenan-
cies at will into leaseholds. In 1855 he
purchased *w() lots of the Portarlington
estate. The rental of the lands was £305 ;
they were held hly tenance-at-will, who
formed a lazy and beggarly population,’
and the rents were in ordinary seasons in
arrear. Mr, Bianconi increased the rental

to £473; but he gave the occupiers leases—"

for 31 years, and the result has been that,
without the expenditure of a shilling upon
the part of the landlord, except in the repair
ot farmsteads, the higher rent has always
been paid, “and the tenantry are now a
contented yeomanry.”” This seems astonish-
ing ; but after all, only illustrates the truth
that security is the first condition of social

]

progress ; that, as Arthur Young remarked /2 >

93 years ago, ‘‘the having leases creates
industry in Ireland; and that, give him a f
fair field and a certain title, the Irish tenant.
can accomplish wonders, Mr. Bianconi

e

!

thinks that the land question would have | ,

never arisen had the Irish laudlords im-
proved their estates wholly at their own cost,
and been liberal in giving leases; they

Lot

i)
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would thus have excluded the ill-defined
claims now set up on behalf of the tenant
in respect of his additions to the soil, and
verging upon an assertion of a proprietary
right, and they would have made the peasan-
try comparatively, independent. ‘‘But,”
he added significantly, ¢“ it is now very late;
the landlords, from a variety of reasons,
have chosen to keep their tenants in subjec-
tion; wild and foolish ideas have got
abroad; and I fear lest the tenants may
before long become too demoralized and ex-
cuted to be satisfied with the concession of
leases.” 1 need not say that I have the
authority of this respected and intelligent
gentleman to repeat the substance of his
remarks.

The agrarian spirit exists here, but it is
not, I trust, quite as violent as in the neigh-
bourhood of l'ipperary, Yet I would not
draw too mhrke({ a distinction ; few land-
lords near Cashel would, I suspect, order a
notice to quit to be served ; several threaten-
g letters have been current, and I heard
of one gentleman who has thought it expe-
dient to leave the country before beginning
an ejectment. The notion that the tenant
has a right to the soil, which I alluded to in
a former letter, is spread in the same way ;
and hopes of some coming change are
cherished. There has been, however, but
one murder of late ; and but that the author-
ities seem to hage no doubt I should hesitate
to pronounce it purely agrarian. The cir- |
cumstances are peculiar, and were commu-
nicated to me from a source I can rely on
confidently. As far back as 1850 a Mrs,
Topping evicted a Mr. Fitzgerald from the
possession of nine acres of land. This
caused a feud which seemed to have never

uite ceased ; and in the course of time, lor
the old story of Montague and Capulet re-
peats itself, Mrs. Topping’s son married one
of the Fitzgeralds. The smouldering dis-
cord of late grew worse, and a few months
ago Mr. Topping was shot. This crime,
like 80 many others, is undiscovered ; if it
be agrarian, it certainly shows that the
agrarian spirit can harbour the thought of
vengeance during a long period, and does
nct allow limitations of time to operate as a
bar to its penalties,

No. VL
CLONMEL.
As you drive from Cashel to this place
you cross a fine agricultural country beneath
the western slopes of BSlievenamont—the
first scene of Smith O’Brien’s rebellion—
until you reach a gentle declivity, whence

nestling in the fertile valley of the Suir, and
with a lofty range in the]near distance,
Arthur Young grew eloquent in describing
this view—*‘ the town,”” with a broad space
of wooded ‘‘enclosures,” ‘‘backed by a
ridge of high mountains,” and time, doubt-
less, has added features of civilization and
beauty to the prospect. Clonmel stands on
the banks of the Suir—here a broad, deep,
and navigable stream—and in the midst o
a narrow plain, rich with trees, villas, gar-
dens, and pastures, over which to the south:
ward the Jark masses .of the Commeraghs
hang and close the horizon. Though still
possessing a good deal of trade, and with a
pornlution of some 11,000 souls, the place,
I hear, has declined relatively to other
towns in the county of Tipperary, and has
made little progress in a quarter of a century.
In former years it was a local emporium for
the export of corn for miles around, and in
the ¢“good old times' of protection a corn
rabble milling interest grew up, by which
several citizens made large fortunes. New
markets have since been opened elsewhere,
through the extension chietly of the railway
system ; and free trade having greatly re-
duced the amount of corn raised in the
neighbourhood, the principal industry o
the town has suffered, and has not been
replaced by any other, I saw one or two
fine mills shut up, and heard numerous
complaints that Clonmel was not the place
it had once been, and was gradually losing its
rank in the county. It is not easy to tes

the accuracy of these reports, but from the§

general look of the town I am inclined to
think there is some truth in them, and [
believe that, owing to this comparative
decay, a large proportion of the population
is usually unemployed. Clonmel, neverthe-
less, is still the centre of a not inconsider-
able traflic ; its admirable situation upon
the Suir will, probably, cause it to revive
before long; and the country around for
some distance, bears the marks of old and
settled prosperity. The town itselt is merely
the mass of square slated houses and narrow
streets, without a pretence to architectural
taste, and ending in a suburb of cabius,
which you see continually in the South o
Ireland ; and, with the exception, perhaps,
of the Kpiscopalian Protestant Church, the
public buildings are without interest,

For a short distance oround Clonmel the
town runs gradually into the country ; villas
rise from the midst ef trim pleasure-grounds,
and mills, with trees here and there between,
throw their shadows over the course of the
Suir, Beyond, in the valley of the fertiliz
ing stream, fat pastures, thick with fine

you look down on the roofs of Clonmel
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of the Suir, %reen, natural terraces ascend
to uplands rich ggith meadows and oat and
wheat crops, while from the right bank the
Commeragh range rises gently almost from
the verge of the water. The slopes on either
side of the river are for miles occupied at
short intervals by parks embosomed in
dense plantations, and crowded here and
there with very fine mansions. The pros-
pect is all of this kind from Knocklofty
above to Gurteen below; and, as a whole,
it is exceedingly beautiful. Like Arthur
Young, I did not fail to yisit and admire the
high wooded steep of Marlefield, now the
residence of Mr. Bagwell, M. P., and I
walked over the grounds of Newtownauner,
still, as a century ago, in the hands of an
old and popular family, at present repre-
sented by Mr. Osborne. On the higher
uplands are several interesting seats, spread-
ing out in masses of wood on all sides, and
I have seldom met a view in the south of
Ireland that has so rich and civilized an
aspect. The general character of the sur-
rounding country is that of peaceful and
not unprosperous industry. Ior generations
the wealth of Clonmel has flowed fruitfully
over this district, has covered it with objects
that attract the cye, and has stamped it with
the peculiar marks that denote »egular and
long-established cultivation.  The whole
scene has not the natural fertility of the
magnificent grass-lands about Tipperary; it
does not, except in a few places, give proofs
of the scientific husbandry that you see at
some spots not far from Cashel ; but it has
the look of more ¥ettled tranquility, of social
order more hu[;pislg developed. Tillage and
pasture here feer: about equally divided;
the farms vary from 200 to 50, 20, and even
b acres, from 50 to 20 being common ; they
are usually well enclosed and fenced; the
character of the agriculture, though seldom
excellent, i3, with few exceptions, reason-
ably good ; well-built and slateyhomesteads
and offices are tolerably fregdent in the
fields, and they seem often pfn earlier con.
struction than those reag Tipperary and
Cashel. I took care to vidit a tract in this
veighbourhood which I exfected to find
especially interesting. Arthhr Young tells
us how 1n his day Sir William Osborne, of
Newtownanner, encourag colony of cot-
tiers to seitle along the s that lead to
the Commeraghs, and low they had re-
claimed this barren wild with extraordinary
epergy and success. The great-grandchil-
dren of these very men now spread in vil-
lages along the range for miles, and, though
reduced in numbers since 1846, they still
form a considerable population. The con-
tinual lahour of these sons of the soil has

carried cultivation high up the mountains,
hag fenced thousands of acres and made
them fruitful, has rescued to the use of man
what had been the unprofitable domain of
nature. These people d» not pay a high
rent; they are, for the most part, under
good landlords ; but I was sory to find this
remarkable and most honourable creation of
industry was geuerally unprotected by a
certain tenure. The tenants, with hardly a
single exception, declared they would be
happy to oktain icuses, which, as they said
truly, would ‘‘secure them their own, and
stir them up to renewed efforts,”’ ¥

On account, probably, of the large number
of people without employment in Clonmel,
I heard more complaints about the lowness
of the price of labour in this neighbourhood
than either at Tipperary or Casbel, Yet I
do not think that agricultural wages are less
than from 6s. to 9s. a week on an average all
the year round. On some farms they are eon-
siderably higher, and, though there is a good
deal of poverty in Cloum(ﬁ, I saw but few
signs of it in the country. As for the rent
of land, it varies from £5 to £7 the Irish
acre for plots immediately gbout the town,
to 30s. and £3 in the rurdl districts; and
though I have heard, of dpurse, of rack
rents—and such instances, doybiless, occur
—I am satisfied, considering the present
prices, that the land, as a rule, is not over-
rented. Neither Arthur Young nor those
who compiled the Report of the Devon
Commission have, curiously enough, men-
tioned what was the rate of rent here at
their respective periods ; but following the
analogy I have drawn out in preceding
letters, it is tolerably certsin that the burden
of rentin this neighbourhood is not so heavy
in 1869 as it was in 1779 or 1844, The
whole land system of this district, upon a
ciréle of several miles, is decidedly upon a
more sound footing than that of Tipperary
or Cashel ; and I am happy to say that the
general relations between the owners and
occupiers of the so0il are more satisfactory.
I do not mean that there is not much which
a candid observer must view with regret;
that there are no checks upon social pro-
gress ; that the husbandry of many farms is
not backward ; the precarious tenures and
the long train of mischiefs inseparably con-
nected with them, in such state of society as
exist in Ireland, are nottoo common, or that
numerous instances of wrong done to tenants
might not be quoted and put together ; nor
do I suppose that the evil influences and
notions prevalent elsewhere in Ireland are
not to be found in this neighbourhood. But
I assert that whatever is most objectionable

in the order of things near Tipperary and
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Cashel only exists here in a mitigated form,
and that the effects can be distinctly traced
in the sentiments of the people. I shall
not consider the relative numbers of the
owaers of the soil in this district, as they are
divided by differences of creed ; but a very
large proportion of landlords near Clonmel,
and those of the more influential class, reside
more or less upon their estates; and you

country be more advanced than it is now,
but the claims now urged by many on behalf
of the tenantry of Ireland could never have
arisen, and statesmen would not be required
to deal with that perplexing and formidable
problem —how to adjust the equitable wight
of the occupier, in "respect of uncompen-
sated improvements, without tampering

sec at once the fortunate results not onl
mere material improvement, but in a lsxin(fY
ode of dealing with the peasantry, and a
equitable management of landed pro-
Bad landlords are not much com-
I have heard of many
excellent landlords whom their tenantry
1egard\with esteem and affection; I would
mention' especially Lord Lismore, Mr. Bag-
well, and the heads ot a house for many
generations ®vered in Ireland—young Lord
Ormonde and his honoured mother, Persons
of this class, living much at home, and
setting a good example to all, have con-
tributed powerfully to improve the relations
of landlord and tenant in this district ; nor
can it be doubted that the proximity of a
considerable town, and the commercial
8pirit which it diffuses around in all dealings,
have co-operated in the same direction,
Leases are given here comparatively freely.
and, in many instances, the landlords either
make all improvements on farms themselves,
or allow a liberal compensation for them.
I heard of a case on Lord Ormonde’s estate
where a sum of £2,200 was paid to a tenant
on this account, without any positive engage-
ment whatever. As I thought of conduct
in such strong contrast with the sharp prac-
tices of some Irish landlords, I could not
wonder that the tenantry of an estate pur-
chased lately by this distinguished family
expressed their well-founded delight by
. illuminating the adjoining hills with bonfires.
This is not the place to examine at length
the general subject of tenants improvements,
or the difficult questions arising from the
fact that so much of the benefits that have
been added to the soil of Ireland during a
long period has been the work of occupiers
with precarious tenures, 1 reserve eonsid-
erations of this kind for a subsequent stage
of this enquiry, when I shall have collected
more evidence and your readers will have
more ample materitls to draw satisfactory
conclusions for themselves. Here I shall
only su{ that if Irish landlords had acted
generally as,yin not a few instances, land-
lords in this neighbourhood have acted,—
had they taken care to construct and main-
tain, at their own expense, the appliances
necessary to put their farms in good order
—not only would the agriculture of ;g

in
lier

with the legitimate rights of property. In
making this observation I must not be under-
stood as denouncing the landlords of Ireland
as a class as “ being extortioners or unjust,”
or a8 holding them up to popular odium.
Such a charge would {;e not only untrue,
but, in the highest degree, unwise and shal-
low; and I have no doubt examination will
prove that a state of things which, at first
sight, seems to argue a general dereliction
of duty is in the main attributable to pecu-
liar circumstances and influences in the
landed system of Ireland, In consequence,
bowever, of the relations between landlord
and tenant in this neighbourhood bein , on
the whole, better than I {found them toie in
the neighbourhood of Tipperary and Cashel,
I'noticed, I think, a perceptible difference
in the feelings and inclinations of the people.
I heard, indeed, a good deal of complain-
ing ; talk not unfrequently of hardship and
wrong ; discontent in various and many
forms; T had to listen occasionally to the
wild assertion of the right of the peasant to
the soil he tills; and in several instances I
saw indications of the agrarian spirit that
could not be mistaken. Nevertheless, the
impression left on my mind was that of less
irnitated sentiments, of a tone of thought
more moderate and just than I had met in
the other places I had visited, Agrarian
crime has long been unknown here ; and
many tenant farmers seemed to delight in
:\(-knowlcdging their regard for their land-
lords. I perceived numerous signs of satis-
faction with the existing arrangements of
landed property, and of confidence in those
who possess or manage it. Above all, I
heard the tenant question often discussed
without an allusion to extravagant or impos-
sible demands, and from a point of view
which shows that the Irish tenant, when the
state of things amid which he lives is even
tolerably scund and equitable, can think
Justly upon this exciting subject,

As a proof of this [ give you the sub-
stance of the remarks of a very intelligent
man on whose farm I happened to walk.
He held 16 or 17 acres of land, now in a
very fair state, bat evidently once a barren
tract of heath. On this plot of ground,
which, he assured me, had been_ wholly re-
claimed by his father and himself, he had
built a tolerably good slated homestead, hut
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was merely a tenant from year to year.
His rent was certainly not high—I think
158, the Irish acre; but it had been raised
twice within twenty years; he had received
nothing for his improvements ; and upon an
ordinary culculation, many years would
elapse, even if his occupation were pro-
longed, before he could be reimbursed for
his outlay. I asked this man what he would
consider a fair settlemeut of the tenant
question, expecting he would boldly assert
an indefeasable title to the soil. He ex-

pressed himself well satisfied with his land-
l‘ord, who, he said, ¢‘ was too just to disturb
him ; but,” he added, ‘I should like to have
a lease of 31 years at a fair rent, in respect

of having reclaimed the land, and of 61
years in respect of the house, which cost
more than the land was once worth.”  To
minds accustomed to a state of things in
which a case like this could hardly arise,
the whole value of this land having been
given to it by the occupier only, this claim
may seem irru.lio{ml .nnd wild ; and I can
anticipate the objection that the tenant
ought, before improving, to have insisted
on obtaining the security of a lease, and
that he has now, even morally, no rights
whatever. Yet, if we recollect the position
of this peasant, a poor tenant at the will of
his landlord, this objection, in conscience,
loses much of its weight; and as to the ex-
travagance of his demands in the abstract,
what said the most philosophic of statesmen,
the most jealous upholder ot the rights of
property ? Edmund Burke remarked, when
commenting upon the mischief done by the
Penal Code, in limiting the duration of the
interest in land which Roman Catholies
could enjoy in Treland, ‘‘a tenure of 30
years is evidently no tenure upon which to
build, to plant, to raise enclosures, fo
change the nature of the ground, to make
acy new experiment which might improve
agriculture, or do anything more than what
may answer the immediate and momentary
calls ot rent to the landlord, and leave sub-
sistence to the tenant and his family.”

In writing thus I must be understood as
not indicating in the slightest way the gen-
eral principles on which, in my judgment,
the Irish Land Question ought to be settled.
I confine myself to this particular case, and
simply contend that from his point of view
this humble man made a claim shocking to
natural justice, 1 met, while travelling
about this place, several instances of an
inclination on the part of tenants to con-
sider their relations with their landlords in
& not inequitable spirit, and I heard less
often than [ had heard elsewhere preten-
tions to the ownership of the soil implied,

&

Yet [ donot'mean to convey the notion that
the landed system of this neighborhood is
altogether in a satisfactory state, or that
social phenomena do not exist here of a
kind to cause regret and concern, Agricul-
ture is in some places backward; discon-
tent is more or less prevalent; you see too
often signs of vague dissatisfaction, Nor
should it be forgotten that, only two years
ago, Clonmel was a principal seat of
Fenianism, and though this movement is
not identical with that which seeks great
changes of rights in the land, it is, m &
certain degree allied to it. I have made
particular inquiries on this subject from
persony fully informed and trustworthy, and
their answers were not, on the whoie, Pens-
suring. The Fenian movement here was
chiefly confined to the rabble of the town,
which, asThave said, is always {0 some ex-
tent unemployed, and to some enthusiasts
of a high order. The farmers, as a class,
took no part in it, und did not even openly

| sympathize ; they seem to have feared it a

good deal, and they obeyed willingly the
injunctions of the clergy of the Roman
({atholic Church to keep aloof from it.
But they showed no signs of supporting the
law ; they remained neutral, and apparently
indifferent, and, as a most experienced gen-
tleman told me, ¢ there is no knowing what
they would have dowe had a rising been
successful for a wegk.” This state of feeling
exactly correspords with the account given
by Lord Mayo in 1868, when Chief Secre-
tary for Irelahd; it shows that even in a

istrict at preseht very peaceable and, in a

eat measure, prosperous, a sentiment
lurks in the heart of the class which is the
main source of the wealth around connected
too closely with disaffection,

No. VII.
Neniaen, Ave. 18,

The line from Clonmel to this place, by
Limerick, diverges from the valley of the
Suir along uplands of no great interest
until you reach the little town of Cahir.
Here it touches the extreme slopes of the
Galties, and, crossing the valley of Aher-
low, runs for miles westward through the
Golden Vale, As you advance into this
magnificent tract the bounty of Nature
seems to increase in proportion to the re-
missness of man ; the noble pastures be-
come more rich, the signs of good husbandry
grow less frequent. No estate from the
Limerick Junction to Limerick can be com-

pared to that of Lord Derby as regards the
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external signs of prospérity ; the character
of the countcy is that of marvellous but
undeveloped fertilfty, the broad expanses of
radiant verdure are ill-fenced, ill-squared,
and not halfdrained, and there is a marked
deficiency of good farm buildings. As you
draw close to Limerick the usual influences
of a large city, make themselves felt, culti-
vation appears more careful and trim; you
pass enclosuges and market gardens, and the
scene is animated with more traces of in-
dustry. Turning from Limerick to the
northeast, the train penetrates the low
lands between the Shammon and the high
mountain range that divides Tipperary into
its two Ridings ; and, after going through a
district traversed by streams descending to
the great river, and in places extending into
wet flats, you reach a fine wide plain, sur-
rounded by hills, from the centre of which
rise the low roofs, round-tower, and steeples
of the town of Nenagh. Thig place is the
capital of the North Riding of Tipperary,
yet does not differ in any respect from the
ordinary small country towns of Munster.
It is composed of the usual main street of
plain square houses with slaten roofs, inter-
secte] with streets of the same kind, edged
on all sides with lanes of mud cabins ; and,
as often is the case with towns in Ireland,
its most conspicuous public buildings—
besides rather a pretty Courthouse and a
quaint old bastioa, lately repaired and
known by the name of the Round of
Nenagh—are the large union torkhouse,
the gaol and the barracks. The trade of
Nenagh is wholly confined to agricultural
produce and retail commodities, and the
place hes rather a decaying aspect. The

opulation, as has been the case with the
inland towns of Ireland generally, has de-
clined between 1851 and 1861 from 7,349
to 6,282 souls,

The country round Nenagh for several
miles presents a great variety of features.
The plain, of which the town is the cen-
tral point, is a broad and generally fertile
table-land, here and there swelling into gen-
tle eminencies, and spreading out into fine
corn land and pastures, interspersed with
farmhouses and country seats. The land-

scape is pleasing, tranquil, and rich; signs |

of wealth and good cultivation are numar-
ous; the breeds of cattle and horses are
excellent; many of the homesteads, roofed
with the thick, dark slate peculiar to the
neighborhood, are well built ; and the crops,
ripening under the August sun, give a fair
promise of an abundant harvest. This
tract, though very, inferior on the whole in
fertility to the Golden Vale, contains, never-
theless, much valuable land ; and as a great
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Fart of it is laid out in tillage, it has the
ook of industry that in most places belongs
to an agricultural district. All around th
horizon is closed by hills in irregular masses
at considerable distances, a range to the
south, crowned by the high Keeper, being
the boundary between the two Ridings
while the Duharrows shut out the Shanno
to the west; to the north rises the coue
of Knockshegowna, and the far Slieve,
blooms spread their line eastward. As yo
approach the slopes of the nearer moun
tains the land becom?s more poor and thin,
flocks of sheep replace the cattle in the
valley, stone crops out of the half-enclosed
fields, good farm-houses become infrequen
and the whole scene has rather a barre
aspect. When, however, at the little village

of Portroe you cross the extreme edge of

the Duharrow range, and descend into the
lowlands beneath, a most beautiful land
scape gladdens the sight. The broad Shan
non at this point has expanded into a vas
brimming mere, between heights that incling
to the water and end in terraces and bank
of greer, crowned with woods and formed
into parks and enclosures, from which ris
the roofs of many a fine mansion. From
this, its southern and most picturesque
limit, Lough Derg stretches in breadths of
gray between islets and eminencies north
ward, and the whole scene, with its blended
features of sublimity, richness, and fige cul
ture, is only surpassed by that of Killg.\ev
I visited tlym possessor of one of the hand
somest places on the Tipperary side of the
lake, and was charmed with the almos
tropical vegetation, peculiar to a fe

favoured spots in Ireland, in our northers
climes. The holly, the arbutus, and the
rododendron grow here to the size of real
trees; and as if in a garden of the Hesper
ides, the golden fruitage of the orange and
lemon trees, planted out on a turf of exqui
gite green, mellowed in the warm, moist ang
prolific air.

The social economy of this neigbborhood
does not differ in many respects from that o
most otker parts of the country. Farm
vary in size from 200 to 10 and 15 acres
Irish measure—that is, compared to Eng
lish, about three to five—and are fairl
divided between pasture and tillage.
farms are exceedingly well cultivated and
have excellent homesteads and offices ; th
majority cannot be described as good;
large proportion have a slovenly appea
ance. In consequence, ;(ouhtless, of th
proximity of the abundgnt quarries at
short distance, slate roo%ovcr a great nu
ber of houses, but you faeet many thatche
mud cabins, especially along the skirts o

Somd

e mountains, Ag
the time of the I
bt exceed 48. a wel
pw Tange from 6s
ying with their e
0 to £14 a year
inF probably to ti
o slate quarries, 1|
h this head than w
n the whole, the c
ral labourer at the

good ; he appe
erd; and the i
is class which ha

obably, cease. T
ys of Arthur You
8. the Irish acre;
pvon Commission i
5bs.; it has only 1
hd, following the p1
jade, I have no do
hrdensome than it
Ithough differing i1
nded system ‘of
vertheless, essenti
hich prevails throu
atiended by the
ences. The great
fee are Protestanf
ra being Roman (
mstance, no dou
pount of social ¢
pman Catholic pro
found are not |
otestant equals; i
roduced through
nded Estates Act
being very unpopu
ils to a considerabl
nied by the usual 1
cupier from the ow
ne of the ab<ente:
ed upon an equital
mber of moderate
is neighborhood
yners of them are
me are certainly |
ve heard several cc
inding, and not a
rrassed and needy.
These conditions o
il, though consisten
prosperity, cannot,
emselves, be prono
ndency, Turning t
ing tenantry, I fow
g, the same as that
pited—that is, it i
prosperous, conside
view, but there is
a



lage, it has the
:places belongs
All around the
rregular masses
i range to the

rises the coug
he far Slieve,
ward.

e half-enclosed
)me infrequen
ather a barren
he little village
xtreme edge o
escend into the
seautiful land

1 in breadths of
inencies north
vith its blended
ss, and fige cul
it of Killa

iar to
in our northers
utus, and the
he size of real
of the Hesper
the orange ang
a turf of exqui
varm, moist an

s neighborhood
rets from that of
ountry.  Karm
rand 15 acres
npared to Eng
and are fairl
tillage. Som¢
cultivated and
ind offices ; th
ed as good;
lovenly appea
abtless, of th
quarries at
‘er & great nu.

OF IRELAND.

e mountains, Agricultural wages, which
the time of the Devon Commission did
bt exceed 48. a week, and were even less,
hbw range from 6s. to 104.; farm servants
ying with their employers receive from
0 to £14 a year and their food; and,
ing probably to the demand for labour in
e slate quarries, I heard fewer complaints
h this head than when I was at Clonmel.
n the whole, the condition of the agricul-
ral labourer at the present time is reason-
good ; he appears tolerably well clad
fed; and the immerse emigration of

is class which has occurred during the
st 20 years in this and other parts of the
buntry is fast diminishing, and will soon,
obably, cease. The rent of land in the
y8 of Arthur Young varied from 10s. to
g. the Irish acre; at the period of the
evon Commission it had risen to from 13s.
55s,; it has only very slightly advanced;
hd, following the proportion I have before
ade, I have no doubt that it is now less
rdensome than it was 25 or 93 years ago.
Ithough differing in a few particulars, the
nded system ‘of this' neighborhood is,
vertheless, essentially the same as that
hich prevails throughout the couptry; and
attended by tbe same gen@éral conse-
ences. The great majority of the owners
fee are Protestants, the mass »f the far-
ra being Roman Catholics, and this cir-
mstance, no doubt, cruses a certain
nount of social antagonism. The few
pbman Catholic proprietors, however, that
e found are not more liked than their
otestant equals; indeed, some have been
roduced through the operation of the

nded Estates Acts were described to me |

being very unpopular, Absenteeism pre-
ils to a considerable extent, and is accom-
nied by the usual results in severing the
cupier from the owner of the soil, though
me of the ab<entee estates are adminis-
ed upon an equitabl: system. A larger
mber of moderate-sized estates occurs in
is neighborhood thn elsewhere; the
yners of them are usually resident, and
me are certainly good landlords, but 1
ve heard several condemned as unjust and
inding, and not a few, I believe, are em-
rrassed and needy.

These conditions of the ownership of the
il, though consistent with a certain nmount
prosperity, cannot, even' when viewed by
emselves, be pronounced to be of a good
hdency., Turning to the state of the occu-
ing tenantry, I found it, generally speak-
g, the same as that in the other places I
pited—that is, it is not, on the whole,
prosperous, considered in a material point

view, but there is a great deal to cause |”

a
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just dissatisfaction, and elements of serious
disorder are latent. 1 heard, as usual, some
complaints of rack-rents, and instances, as a
matter of course, might be cited; but I am
satisfied that the land is not generally rack-
rented ; with rare exceptions rents have not
1igen in anything like proportion to prices;
und, as a rule, the farmers are well off,
many of them having good balances in the
banks, the accumulations of years of sue-
cessful industry. Passing, however, to the
circumstancgs of the cccupiet’s tenure, I
met, in rather an agzravated form the whole
train of unfortunate phenomena to which I
have already directed attention. The land-
lords, with very few exceptions, much fewer
than in the neighbourhood of Clonmel, have
done very little in the way of improvement,
and almost everything that during two gene-
rations has been added to the value of the
s0il has been the result of the 1 bour of the
fenantry.  Yet leases in this district are
exteedmgly rare, even for the most brief
agricultural term ; on some estates they are
peremptorily refused, and that somctimes, [
believe, most unjustly; and thus the class
which, in point of fact, has well-nigh created
the wealth of this neighbourhood hus no
certain interest in the land in which its capi-
tal and industry have been sunk, is liable to
be extruded from it at a six m nths’ potice
withont a shilling of comnensation, or may
see its legitimate profits filched away by a
dishopest increase of rent by the landiord.
Such a state of things, whatever the cause,
is obviously injuriots to the general welfare,
and makes the tenant a mere dependent,
exposed to wrong of every description ; and
though I am far from saying that the land-
lords he:e have abused largely their enor-
mous power, I have been told certainly of
some painful instances. 'Thus it has been

| said that on some estates notices to quit are

regularly served every year in order to give
the landlords the means of raising the rate
of rent as they please, and I have been in-
formed of cases in which a widowed tenant
has teen forbidden to re-marry from mere
frivolous whim and caprice; a restriction
which, if it were in a contract, would be
clearly contrary to public policy, being thus
made a condition of tenure. A gond deal
of coercion, too, has been practised, evea of
late years, ut elections ; and when I'add that,
pernicious as they arc, the sule of farms held
at will is common, thuat great prices are
given for these interests, and yet that the
landlords may extinguish them as they
please, this order cf things must be de-
scribed as at least being open to frightful
abuses. )

T"8hall not at present discuss the question
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—reserved till I shall consider hereafter the
landed system of Ireland as a whole—to
what extent thesedeplorable anomalies may
be charged on landlords or tenants in Ire-
land, or whether they are not rather due to
a complication of unfortunate circumstances,
I must here, however, anticipate an objection
that is certain to occur to many of your
., 4 readers.
England, probably, is held under tenancies
at will merely, and, as this state of things
is not fruitful of evil, why should we
suppose the result to be different in
tIreland? But, in the first place, a tenant-
y at-will in England receives his farm in good
order from his landlord, aud, as a rule,
never sinks capital in it; the Irish tenants-
at-will or their predecessors in most instan-
-ces have entered holdings that were in a
rude, uncultivated state, and have deposited
in them the fruits cf years of industry. In
the second place, the tenant-at-will in Eng-
land is, speaking generally, a man of sub-
stance, who can deal with his landlord at
arm’s-length, in Ireland he is, for the most
part, a mere peasant, who can seldom con-
tract on terms of equality.
feeling between landlord and tenant in
England is more kinaly than in Ireland, and
more calculated to lead to liberal dealing ;
and, above all, the taking of land in England
18 regulated in part by local custom and in
part by the competition of capital ; in Ireland
it is still regulated in some degree by the
competition of poverty.

common stock, do not confuse their shares,
and stand on a footing sufficiently equal;
the case in ireland is that of an association,
in which the weaker paity is often practi-

cally compelled to expend largely without |

being able to obtain security for his expense,

_and has nothing to trust to for a return but |

the honour cr forbearance of 1he stronger,
whose appa:ent interest is the other way;
who is sometimes not well-disposed towards
him, and of whom he is usually the mere
dependent. 'l he cases, therefore, are essen-
tially different; and to epply principles that
as respects one, may not be attended with
tangible evil to the other, which is entirely
distinct, is false logic, and, may be, bad le-
gislation. I proceed to give one or two illus-
trations of this vicious system in this neigh-
Bourhood, taking, probably, a very favour-
able instance. Close to this town 1s the fine
estate of Mr, Stafford O’Brien, well known as
one of the most popnlar of Tipperary land-
lords, and though, unfortunately, usually an
absentee, liked by the people and generall

respected. His agent, too, bears a higg

The greater portion of the land of

Again, too, the |

¢ The cuse in Eng-|
fand is that of a fair partnership in which |
the partiers, if they unite their funds in the |
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character, and Ido not doubt has never en.
tertained a thought of doing an intentional
wrong to a tenant. I walked on the lands,
was pleased with them, and entered casy
ally into conversation with the good dame o
one of the most substantial occupiers, There
was an excel'ent slated house on the farm
that cost probably £150; and this and th
adjoining offices had been built, she in
formed me, out of her marriage portion
The rent was, and always had been, at a fai
value ; her husband was merely a tenant-at,
will; yet he had never received a peuny o
compensation or any equivalent that I could
discover, and he had neither a lease nor
prospect of oune. I asked why he had bee
80 unwise as to lay outhis money on anothe
man’s land without a particle of real secu
rity, She replied, pointing to & rvined
cagin, “That was all the accommodation
when I came here, ard a decent couple
could not live in it,” I then asked why he
had not applied for a lease, and with what
tenure he would be satisfied, regard being
had to his outlay. She answered that ‘ Mr,
Stafford O’Brien preferred his people to
trust to his word; that they did not like to
trouble his honour; that, perhaps, his
agent and he would not be pleased; t
the land would possibly be re-vaiued if an
application for a lease were made; and of
course, that a mere 21 years' ledse would, in
| such circumstances, be of 0 advantage.
| Things might as well remain as they were,
trusting to a gentleman who was good to
the tenant and kept faith, unless they could
get a term of 50 or 60 years ; that w-uld be
of real use to them.”

In another case on the same estafe, a
house, worth about £250, had been built
under similar circumstances, and 1 heard
comments, of much the same character,
| Such instances, and I select purposely an

| estate that bears a good name, deserve, in
my judgment, serious attention, Here is a
tenant who is actually forced, if he would
| maintain his wife and family in comfort, to
|invest his capital in his landlord’s land,
iunless he chooses to run the most doubtful
| chance of being able to find a farm else.
| where, He adds enormously to the value of
the property, the owner and his agent con-
|senting ; but he doos not obtain any return,
| except the harg continuance of occupation,
|and for this, being a yearly tenaat, ho has
| not even a shadow of security. He is per-
fectly aware of his precarious position, and
{would gladly, if he could, be assured a
tenure that would restore his outlay or con-
firm him in the possession to which, until
'compensataed, he has a moral claim; but
though his landlord is an upright man, and

deservedly like
beset by &_vi
nake this equit
lease the superic
he may give som
ay bring unple
elf; and he pre
hncertainty, trus
e as good as al

bure a guarantee

bly entitled, but

he done in the d
of common occu
owners who mei

tempted by emb:
what in confider
it will bt
theory—that Tris
leages, that the{ |
at-will—silly pla
sance or self-ir
aside reason. It
tenants in Irelar
the ove I have
forward a claim
blame them, if
dissatisfied with a
Bat, notwithstan
to the contrary
human nature.
has sown; it pr
uncertainty ; and
tenant prizes in 1
durable tenure.
The neighbout
free from agrar
years. Yetin th
country, the agr
prevails, Few |
date to provoke
the management
curious equity in
most instances iy’
ject of the popula
occupier of land
to a not unreason
with its vengeanc
efaulter in this r
vict on what i
fafver a notice to ¢



oubt has never en|
Ing an intentiong]
lked on the lands,

ierely a tenant-at.
eived a peun

alent that I could
1er a lease nor g

roney on another}

icle of real secu
1z to & ruined
® accommodation
a decent couple
n asked why he
, and with what
d, regard being
wered that ¢ Mp,
d his people to
y did not like to
t, perhaps, hi
ve pleased ; thay
2 re-valued if ap
e made; and of
' ledse would, in
1o advantage.
in as they were,
ho was good to
uless they could
; that w-uld be

same estale, g
had been built
, and I heard
ame character,
et purposely an
me, deserve, in
ion, Here iga
d, if he would
' in comfort, fo
indlord’s land,
most doubtful
d a farm else.
to the value of
his agent con-
vin any return,
of occupation,
tenaat, ha has
y. He is per
'8 position, and
be assured a
outlay or con-
o which, untl
al claim; but
ight man, and

OF IRELAND.

deservedly liked in the neighbouthood, he
beset by a_vague fear that, if he shall
pake this equiia%le request, he may dis-
lease the superior he dreads at "heart, that
he may give some unknown offence, that he
nay bring unpleasant consequences on him-
elf; and he prefers to remain in perilous
hincertainty, trusting to ‘a word that may
e a8 good as a bond,”” but which is neither
pqually clear or durable, to seeking to pro-
ure & guarantee to which he is unquestion-
bly entitled, but the concession of which
vill, he thinks, be distasteful. Does not
uch a case throw a light into the recesses
bf the land system of [reland, and show how;
n its existing condition, it wotks injuriously
o the public good, how it may generate ill-
will, mistrust, want of confiderce, and how
it may lead to cruel injustice? And if such
hings are done in the green tree, what may
be done in the dry—if cases like these are
of common occurrgnce on the property of
owners who merit dsteem, and wto would
not actively commjt a wrong, what may
and does happep/ on estates of which the
owners-are of g different character, or are
tempted by embarrassments to appropriate
what in confidence belongs to others? 1
know it will be replied that all this is
theory—that Trish tenants do not care for
leases, that thefv actually like being tenants
at-will—silly plausibilities with which igno
rance or self-interest endeavour to set
aside reason. It is likely enough that many
tenants in Ireland in a similar position to
the one I have described would never put
forward a claim to a lease; nor should 1
blame them, if they professed thewselves
dissatisfied with an ordinary term of 21 yeers.
Bat, notwithstanding some sapient notions
to the contrary, Irish nature resembles
human nature. ItTikes reaping where it
has sown; it prefers secyrity to ruin and
uncertainty ; and there is nothing an Irish
tenant prizes in the abstract so much as a
durable tenure.
The neighbourhood of Nenagh has been
free from agrarian crime during several
years. Yet in this, as in other parts of the
country, the agrarian spirit more or less
prevails, Few landlords would, I think,
dare to provoke it. It affects perceptibly
the management of property. There is a
curious equity in this evil spirit which in
most instances iy respected ; the great ob-
ject of the popular desire being to retain the
occupier of land in possession, but subject
to a not unreasonable rent, it_seldom yisits
with its vengeance a landlord who evicts a
efaulter in this respect, but only those who
vict on what is called ¢ title"’—that is,
{afber a notice to quit. This 18 éxactly simi-
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lar to Trades’ Unionism, which, like other

confederacies, has its standard ot night,

from which it does not readily deviate, and

which assumes the mask of justice in the
commission of crime, Here, as elsewhere,

as 1 went among the peasantry, I heard of
vague demands for ‘¢ fixity of tenure,” and
wild assertions of a kind of righit to the soil ;
but such expressions were not well-defined ;
and in most instances the claim was re-
stricted to a tenait right after the sale of
goodwill, and to an extension of occupation
which would give compensation for past
improvements. One rush enthusiast said to
me boldly, ‘ We have pulled dpwa the ty-
rant Church, and we will next pull down the
tyrant landlords; "’ but, as a general rule, I
heard the tenant’s case put forward in a
tolerably rational manner. One very im-
portant class of persons was more open or
more precise in its philosophy with respect to
the Land Question. I have had the honour
of being iutroduced to several heads of the
Roman Catholic Church, and these prelates,
whenever  they touched on the subject,
seemed not to {uve extravagant notions, to
appreciate the problem in its various bear-
ings, and to understand the enormous diffi-
ct Ity of solving it on the principle on which
it must be settled—respect to existing rights
of pioperty. But mearly all the younger
Roman Catholic Clergy wnose ideas on this
matter I have endeavourel to ascertain have
been more absolute in their tone; have de-
nounced the landlords, as a cjass, severely;
and have declared with remarkable una-
nimity, that nothing ought to content the
tenant save a perpetual or very long interest,
at a rent to be quustcd by the State. This
language {from the lips of men who possess
extraordinary influence over the people, is
significant and deserves to be noticed; I
shall not speculate ‘vhether it is the genuine
expression of the sentiment of their flocks
uttered by pastors comparatively in a state
of independence, or whether it 1s the pecu.
'iar conviction or a class unhappily durin

mary years not a little 100 hostile 1o Iris

landlords, and too prone to involve them in
a sweeping condemuation.

No. VIII
Aug, 21.

I shall postpone the consideration of the
causes that have led to agrarian crime in
Ireland to the period when I purpose to re-
view the landed system of the country as a
whole, “ﬁ to draw a comprehensive picture
of it. 8 Tipperary, however, was the
birthplace, an as"fﬁways been the focus
and centre of these depiorable deeds of
violende, I thinkit advisable in this letter to




82

¢

give you a brief historicAl account of the
origin and phenome:ia of the agrarian
crimes which, with short intervals of inter-
mission, have disgraced this county for more

thau a century,

Lhe state of society in this district vas
favourable, frcm a remote age, to the de-

velopment of tendencies and sentiments
among the people akin to the agrarian spirit,

and it witnessed repeated scenes of lawless-

ness that partook of an agrarian c.aracter,
Belore the c.ose of the twelfth century the
Anglo-Norman conquerors of Ireland had
taken possession of these fertile lunds, and
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and justice, or of acquiring the radiments of
civilization; and they remained sunk iy
ignorant barbarism, at continual feud with
their foreign oppressors. Yet time gradu
ally wrought a strange revolution 1n thi
distempered state of society. The descend
ants of the Anglo-Norman settlers lost the
[type of their separate nationality; and, in
|stead of leavening with their influence, be
| came confused with the surrounding Irish

w.iom they are said to have surpassed in
wild rudeness. In this way the differences
| between the two races ware nearly effaced;
| yet the traditional contest for the right ta

had planted wilitary colonies in them that|ihe soil seems never to have permanentl

beld the vanguished natives in subjection.
The Celtic chiefs, h~rwever, and their broken
class found a refuge in the hills and wild

mountain glens, and from these fastnesses

often poured down in fierce raids upon the
intruding stranger who had banished them
from their ancient heritage. The contest,
which in this way assumed the form of a pro-
tracted struggle for land continued during
generations, and was prolonged by the un-
happy circumstances which mark this period
of Irsh history. The barbarous legislations
of the Conventions of the Pale drew a deep
and impassable line of disiinction between
the lunglish settlers and the tribes of the
Irishry; and by prohibiting intermarriage
between the two races, by elevating the one
to Spartan superiority, and by lowering the
other to Helot degradation, made, as far
ag it could, the feud inveterate, The effects
of the famous statutes of Kilkenny were
doubtless strongly felt in Tipperary, where
the Anglo-Norman, from the earliest time,
had overrun the domain of the Celt; and
they, of course tended to aggravate the
quarrel between the dominant caste and the
children of the soil, and to check the in-
flueuces that wonld have appeased it. Nor
did conquest bring into this region the firm
government and comparatively equal law
which England enjoyed even in the Middle
Ages, and wh ch had such great and fortu-
nate consequences in consolidating and
aniting the English nation, Tipperary, with
“several of the adjoining counties, became
the appanage of a few powerful nobles,
who, far removed from the seat of the
Monarchy, lived in a state of rude independ-
ence, and spread around the evils of half-
savage feudalism. In their vast domains the
power of the Urown aud the authority of
\the’ law were unknown; their rule was
t of anarchic tyranny, and their. days
O?e spent in fierce strife with each other,
in ‘“hostings” against the common ¢ Irish
enemy.”” The aboriginal race had thus

| ceased ; and the ultimate result was only t
increase the turbulent disorder that gene
rally prevailed.

During the critical period of the 16th
century Tipperary was continually the sceny
of a contest between the houses of Ormond
and Desmond, the one representing the
power of the Tudors, the other, Catholicism
and Philip I The Irisury and most of the
old settlers sided enthusiastically with the
Desmonds, and,upon the fall of that ancient
house, underwent the hitter fate of the con
{quered. A part of Tipperary was confis
caied and divided among a new race of colo-
nists, and the title to land became once more
the source of fierce animosities in this dis.
trict.  Disputes, however, of this kind were
before long forgotten in the tremendous
change effected by the Cromwellian con
quest, which, to this day, is the principal
basis of the seftlement of landed property
in the county. I write with a carious map
before me, from which it would appear that
the entire of Tipperary, not excepting even
a sinzle estate, was parcelled out among
the victorious soldiers who followed the
standard of the gr-at Protector, or the
‘‘adventurers’” who had andvanced funds to

this is, possibly, an exaggeration, the revo<
lution was extraordinary and portentuous,
A race of new colonists, flushed with con-
quest, after a civil war of the most ruthless
kind, and animated with fanatical zeal, was
poured in a mass into this region, and
setiled on the Jands of its former possessors,
whose titles they had destroyed' by the
sword, whose fuith they abhorred as worse
than idolatry, and whose subjugation was
their only hope of safety. The vanquished
race remained, for the most part, ‘in ruined
servitude upon the soil which they cultivated
for their rude masters, kept down from rising
by terror only, and cherishing continually
in their hearts wild and passionate hopes of
regaining their own, and dark feelings of

never a chance of seeing the face of order

anger and hatred. It is easy to understand

suppress the rebellion of 1641 ; but, though/
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vhat relations would grow up between
lasses like these, intermingled locally, but
norally foes ; and, during many years, the
romwellian settlers ware disturbed by the
ttacks of fierce cateraas, headed usually by
escendants of the ancient gentry, who,
suing from their wild retreats in the hills,
ommitted all kinds of atrocious outrages,
'he colonists, however, backed by the
bower of England, maintained their ground
vith suCcess, and, as time rolled on, and the
enal Code completely broke down the
rish Catholics, the struggles of the **To-
ies,”” as they were called, ceased in Tippe-
ary as elsewhere in the first years of the
8th century. The heirs of the conquerors
now became a squirearchy of the most op-
pressive kind, and the heirs of the con-
huered & down-trodden peasantry, but, open
esistance being hopeless, the land was at
eace during some generations. Yet the
memory of the old confiscations §_}uvivod;
he feud touching land that had.fasted for
enturies continued in the hearts of the
gons of the sufferers; and, in Tipperary
pspecially,—I use the remarkable words of
ord Chnrcellor Clare in a speech for the
nion,—** The gentry were hemmed in on
pvery side by the old inhabitants brooding
ver their discontents
ion.”’

A soil penetrated by influences like these,
continuing daring a succession of ages,
was well fitted to develope the germs of
angrarian crime and the agrarian spirit.
Until after the middle of the 18th century
the peasantry of Tipperary remained qui-
escent, sunk in the state of degraded
cerfdom described in the writings of Swifl
and Berkeley.  But as their numbers be
gan to multiply, and the means of sub-
sistence, too, became less, their increasing
strength or their increasing poverty united
them into those combinations ever since
known by the name of agrarian. These
outrages commenced about 1761, their first
occasion being the eviction of cottiers upon
a large scale, and the extinction of some
ancie.t privileges of pasture in the south
of ‘Tippérary. The peasantry rose agains!
the landlofﬁi they hated, and formed them-
selves into lgrge bodies, who ‘‘went through

in sullen indigna- |
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systematic working of secret associations,
having usually atolerably well-settled object,
and carrying it out by a regular agency.
The Whiteboys of those days—they were
so called from the white shirts they wore in
their raids—rather sought to punish indis-
criminately the class which they imagined
had done them wrong than to establish a
usage in favour of the occupiers of the land
under a terrible sanction ; rather indulged
in vague and general intimidation than en-
deavoured to enforce the observance of a
popular code by isolated assassinations.
Nevertheless, the Whiteboyism of that
period was the parent of the agrarianism ot
this age, and resembled it in its most promi-
nent features. It was recognized as a war
of class against class, and cc mmaided wide-
spréad popular sympathy. ‘ Government'
wrote the accurate Arthur Young, ‘‘offered
very large rewards for informations which
brought a few every year to the gallows,
without any radical cure for the evil. The
reason why it was not more effective was
the necessity of any persons who gave their
evidence qustting tieir homes and country.”
The combination terrified the local gentry,
who, though supported by the power of the
State, proved themselves unable to cope
with it. ¢‘Many of the magistrates were

| active in apprehending them, but the want
| of evidence prevented punishment,”” Then,

!

the country thrawing down fences, rooting
up orchards, cutting down trees, and doing |
various injuries to property.”  The move-
mert soon spread throughout the county,
and from the first it had many of the char-
acteristics of the agrariun conspiracies of
the present day. It was, im}eed, rather the
tumultuous insurrection of\ an excitable
people, without a definire aim\save to inflict

vengeance on its oppressors bligdly, than the

| a8 now, too, this system of outrage disre-
et

garded all religious distinctions, for though
most of its abettors, taken from the ranks
of the poor, werc Roman Catholics, it
visited those who disobeyed its rules,
whether Cathulic or Protestant, with equal
vengeance. Like the agrarianism, also of

| this generation, it observed a rude standard

of right, and administered a kind of perver-
ted justice ; it followed, even in the perpe-
tration of crime, a course determmegeby a
strange sort of equity. And, like acrarian-
ism, though local in its origin, it had a ten-
dency to ally itself with any movement
against the Government ; and, in its worst
developement, it became confused - with the
most criminal excessess of violence or pas-
sion.

The agrarian outbreak of 17612 agita-
ted Tipperary during several years, and soon
spread over the adjoining county. Like a
meteor of the marsh, the evil spirit flitted
about and blazed wherever it found, as,
unhappily, was too often the case, a soil
congenial to the noxious influence: The
greater part of Munster and a large tract
in Leinster were, before long, affected by
the contagious mischiet ; and in many
places the peasantry commenced a gervile
war of an atrocious kind, The local squire-
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archy, irritated and dismayed, but unpro-
tected by a regular police, were wholly
and the

unable to cope with this foe ;
Government had no other remedy than

measures of coersion ¢ ften iniquitous. The |
Irish Parliament chracteristically refused|

to enquire into the causes of ths evil,
but there were not wanting voices, evan
in that assembly, to'ascribe it to the op-
pression of the people.
of the centary the movement became as-
sociated with the rebellious conspiracy
that broke out in 1798, and then, as in 1%67,
too many of the peasantry of Tipperary
looked ont blindly for aid from the stranger.
After the Union,as the power of the Govern-
ment increased, agrarianism entered a new
phase ; it became less openly bold, but more
stealthy and deadly.  The loose confedera-
cies of armed ruflians were replaced grad-
vally by secret societies, which laid down
the conditions of landed tenure in the sup-
pesed interests of the occupiers of the soil,
and administered this law by exacting ven-
geance, in the form of assassination and
outrage, from all those who ventured to
break it. These combinations extended far
and wide, and few of the midland counties
were free from them, but Tié)pemry was al-
ways their principal seat, and the most con-
gpicuous theatre of their deeds.As might have
been expected,they were often quiescent; but
when society begun to hope that they had alto-
gether disappeared, the pressure of a period
of distress, or even the excitement of po-
litical strife, would quicken them again into
activity.  Agrarianism in Tipperary and
elsewhere was never more formidable than
in the 18 years between 1816 and 1834,
marked by the decline of the war prices,
the increasing poverty of the lower classes,
and the agitation of the Catholic and tithe
uestions. In Lord Wellesly's language
it had then beccme ‘‘a complete system
of legislation, withthe most prompt, vigor-
ous and severe executive power, sworn,
equipped, and armed for all purposes of
savage punishment.” In¢the decade that
followed some mitigation in its worst symp-
toms may, perhaps, be noticed, in conse-
quence, possibly, of the more impartial
and firm administration of justice that Ire-
land 1hen beganto enjoy. Yet it indicat-
.ed its presence by frightful results, even
‘at the time of the Devon Commission,
Tipperary alone in 1844 was disgraced b
not less than 253 agrarian crimes, includ-
ing five murders, and 23 conspiracies or
attempts to murder, 18 cases of incendiary
fires, 119 threatening letters, and 20 instan-
ces of firing into dwellings,

Towards the close
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great strength during the terrible crisis
that followed the famine of 1846, and -
Tipperary it was more or less allied with
[ the treasonable movement of 1848, Since
that period it has perceptibly declined,
throughout Ireland, and even in this county
its original seat and chosen home.  The
gradual but decided increase ot prosperity,
the diminution in numbers and emigration
of the most reckless portion of the pop.la.
tion, the prolonged influence of mild and
just government, and, not least, as I assert
with confidence, a ckange for the better in
the conduct of the upper elasses to their
inferiors, compared with that of their fath.

tionably mitigated this evil spirit, even in
this county. Thirty-five years ago Sir Rob.
| ert Peel exclaimed, with reference to the
question of placing Tipperary under mar
tial law, that ‘“law in that district was a
mockery, and the British Constitution a
ghastly phantom.” The language of that
calm-minded statesman would nowadays be
extremely wild ; the county is not generally
disturbed; the greater part of it is at peace;
the agrarian crimes that have been latel
committed have been confined to a smu{l
local area, 8till, even within the last 20
years, agrarianism has prevailed in Tippe-
rary toan extent that must create apprehen.
sion; it bafled not long ago a Special
Commission; it has lately given rise to
some fearful dweds ; it was in some degree
connected with Fenianism ; nor is its power
limited by its mere activity. I have already
said that at this moment it has a marked
effect in this county in regulating the man-
agement of landed property; and it is un-
doubtedly sustained by too much sympathy.
Nevertheless, looking across broad spaces
of time, as a fair enquirer in Ireland must
do, its influence is upon the wane, and we
may look forward to its final extinctign.
No. IX.
MaryBoRrouGH, Ave. 26.

A branch of the Great Southern and
Western takes the traveller from Nenagh to
Ballybrophy. The route traverses a range
of uplands, not far from the watershed which
divide the top heads of the Suir and Nare
ffom the streams that flow westward into
Lough Derg, and the surrounding country
is of little interest. The mountain chain
that runs through the county of Tipperary
is seen to the south, but the landscape i8 not
beautiful or picturesque; the soil, worn away
by the descending waters, is rather thin and
or, and the character of this agriculture
18 not remarkable. Near Ballybrophy the
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hrough a country for the most part _without (rich with .the fruilts of the i‘nduatr! of men ;
striking feature, until, after passing tbe | and, notwithstanding a variety cf changes,
lievebloom hills, it leaves you in the little | it is still held to a great extent ,t?y the
own of Maryborough, the capital ot the | descerdants of the colonists of the Tudors.

Queen’s County.

This district anl the | Yet even to this day in some places the

peighbouring county, the King's, are re-|fancy of the pe:xs:mtrg clings to the deeds of

markable instances of a truth,-and often |the ancient chiefs an
yresent to the Irish mind, that Catholic no | mewmory is not whgll{ forgotten.
ess than Protestant IXngland carried out the | from the land of a

their class, and their
A scroll,
ocal architect, on the

tern law by which a stronger prevails over | family m.'ms.ion o'f the O’Connt)rs,.records
weaker race, and is associated with the |that the builder in 1803 was ¢ heir to the

warch of conquest in Ireland.

During the | principality of Offaley ;' and *“ The O’More’’

irradual decline of the English pewer in | of Claghan was once a name of vast influence

Treland in the 14th century the Celtic tribes | in the King’s County.

Let no one suppose

of O'More and O’Connor, before driven { that such things have nothing to do with the
behind the Shannon, reoccupied this great | Irish land question.

midland tract, and, fenced in front by im-

Maryborough is a poor county town with-

mense morasses, and on either sides by |out a single feature that deserves notice,

mounsains and lakes, maintained a wild and
rude independence As the frontier of the

Mount Mellick, however, at a small distance,
seems to be a busy and thriving place, and

dwindling Pale receded, the Irish march, as | Portarlington, though little more than a
it was called, advanced; it encroached on |village, is not without a peculiar interest.
the lordships of the Iitzgeralds, and reached | Towards the close of the 17th century a
the central plain of Kildare, and more than | colony of French Huguenot refugees was
once the burghers of Dublin saw from their | settled here by William III., and the spot

walls the horizon in the west red with the [abourds intruces of the exiles.

blaze of the Celtic foray.

Until late

When the Tudor | years the Calvinist service was read in

monarchy was at last consolidated it became | French in the little church; French names
a main object with Knglish statesmen to re-|are not rare in the neighbourhood; in
gain possession of this tenitory, ¢ the Gate |several of the houses treasured rel.lcs of o!d
of the Irishry,” as they named it, that led | fathers of the settlement may be found; in

into the ¢ castle of the King ;"' and an op-
portunity before long arose after the sup-
pression of the Geraldine rebellion. An
English army, marching from the Pale,
carried fire and sword into the “ barbarous
countrys'’ of the chiefs who had joined the
rebel earl ; and O’More and O’Connor paid
homage to Henry VIII. for Leix and Offuley,
the Celtic appellation of their districts.
Fresh quarrels were now slow to break out,
as the (}-‘.nglish settlers began to press on the
border line of the aboriginal race ; and the
conquest which ch:iy had commenced was
consumated by his daughter Mary Tudor.
The fervid Catholicism of the Celt did not
prevent the Sovereign who represented the
cause of Catholic reaction in England from
annexing a region necessary to the mainten-
ance and preservation of English rule; and
Leix and Offaley were subdued by Sussex,
under circumstances, it is seid, of atrocious
cruelty, A swarm of English colonists was
introduced into what was then a desolate
wa‘te; the possessions of the vanquished
were made shire land, and called the King's
and Queen’s Counties; and the little forts
of Maryborough and Philipstown, planted in
the midgt of the barren wilderness, com-
memorated the names of the Royal subju-
gators, Three centuries have elapsed, and
this region is now a large agricultural tract,
“

!

many ot the well-tilled farms avound, held
by Soatiers and Le Grands, you may see the
trim neatness of Frenéh hugbandry. I have
visited the surrounding county for miles, and
itis of a singular character. This whole
district at one time was little more than a
huge morass of turf mosses and swampy flats,
flooded by tke head waters of the Barrow,
from which scanty breadths of upland arose,
in places crowned by low hills and eminen-
ces. The industry of successive generu-
tions has gradually diminished these watery
spaces and increased the area of agriculture;
it has fenced and enclosed the whole tract,
and rescued it from barrenness of nature.
Yet the landscape retains its peculiar
features and much of its original form; the
turf bogs crop out in numberl ss places;
the valleys of the many intersecting streams
that find their way to the Barrow are wet;
the best soil is seen near the hills or along
the slopes that incline from them; and the
valley of the Barrow itself, as it flows in a
semicircular sweep from helow Portarlington
to Athy, is even now in summer a water-
soaked ctannel, and is flooded for many
gquare miles in winter. On the uplands,
bowever, some fine breadths of tillage and
pasture may be sven ; and in several places
especially among the sunny nooks at the
foot of the hills, most beautiful country
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seats app2ar, their rich plantations and well-
squared flelds forming charming cases in a

scene by no means generally athractive or
fertile.  This is the character of the whole
country, from the village ot Stradbally to
Portarlington ; and as you pass by the
pleasant succession of well-built mansions,
with their ornamental grounds, here and
there extending into noble parks, of neat
farmsteads, and cultivated lands, bright
with corn and turnips and dotted with sheep
you feel es if you are in a good Englis
county, If you ascend, however, that
curious steep the Rock of Dunamuse, the
last spur of the low range that overlooks
the plain, thence stretching far into the
King's County, you see that the landscape is
of a different description. It is a rather
poor. agri~ultural tract, broken in many
places by the red turf moss, und here
and there by tolerably good grasslands, and
edged at a distance by the marshes that
mark the course of the Barrow eastward.
It is unfortunate that no attempt has been
made 1o lower the bed of this river, for its
waters injure the whole adjoining country,
The Queen’s is an agricultural county,
and though it contains some fine pasiurage
on its western verge where it meets Tipper-
ary, its lands are for the most part in tillage,
Farms in the days of Arthur Young were
usually of comsiderable size, from 410 to 30
and 40 acres. As had been the case in all
parts of Ireland where a given area had been
agricujtu al, they had become greatly reduc-
ed in ‘extent at the period of the Devon
Commission ; and though since the famine
of 1846 consolidation has progressed apace,
they are small in the large majority of in-
stances. The Queen’s County upon an area
of 420,095 acres in extent, has still 4,230
buildings rated t and under 4. to the poor,
the holdings above 201. being 2,595 ; where-
as Tipperary, with 1,046,877 acres, has only
6,600 of these very small holdiags, and
7,605 of the larger kind. The emigration
~Arom this country has been immense, the
population, which in 1841 numbered 153,
792 souls, having fallen in 1861 to 90,650
and this diminution was, no doubt, caused
in some degree by the eviction of tenants.
Here, however, as throughout Ireland gen-
erally, there has been a great change for
the better, though I do not think it has been
so marked as in the much finer county of
Tipﬁerary. The harvest is now going on
briskly; the corn crops 'are good, though
not heavy; and were it not that machines
are supplying on many farms the place of
men, there would be a want of agricultural
labourers. Around Maryborough, for sev-
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very high, women earning as much as 3s. s
day; and, 1 think, taking the year round,
they are mnot less than from 7s. to 10s.a
week. Here, theretore, as elsewhere, the
agricultural labourer, in a material point of
view, i8 not ill off; and the popular publica.
tions that feed his discontent, Ey endeavour.
ing to draw an unfavorable contrast between
his present and past condition, disregard the
facts, or are ignorant of them, As respects
the agriculture of this district, it is of a
very varying character; it is excellent in a
few favourdd spots, tolerably good in a fair
number of farms, but on very many exceed:
ingly backward ; and the whole country, as
I have said before, suffers greatly from the
want of & system of drainage, many thous-
and aciéd being submergéd with water, and
in winterrendered compietely useless. There
has been some improvements, however, in
this respect during the last twenty years; I
saw a good deal of careful draining 'n lands
that afforded a rapid fall ; but nothing com-
prehensive can be accomplished until the
Barrog shall have been made a suitable out-
fall for this whole tract, a work, perhaps,
beyond individual enterprise. The rent of
land has risen comparatively little, taking
even a considerable space of time : it was
from 22s. to 33s. the Irish acre on the best
farms in the days of Arthur Young. and it
is now probably from 34s. to 45s., this slow
advance being in part caused by the circum-
stance that, a century ago, the value of all
corn lands not far from Dublin was factiti-
ously enhanced by a bounty paid on grain
introduced into that capitul, a tax happily
loag ago abolished. Considering, however,
their intrinsic worth, the lands of this dis-
trict are in my judgment, let a good deal
higher than those of Tipperary; and though I
do think them, asa rule, overrented, I have
heard more complaints of rack-rents in this
neighbourhood than I heard throughout the
adjoining county. The farmsteads and
offices, with ma y exceptions, are not well-
built or of a good kind; mad cabins and
poor dwellings abound ; and the farmers, as
a class, seemed to me decidedly Tess pros-
perous than their fellows in Tipperary.

The landed system of Queen’s County
does not differ widely from that of Tipperary,
and the social results are at bottom the same.
I have to apologize to your readeps and to
yourself for running into frequent repeti

tions; but it is impossible tonot give the
same account of phenomena essentially the
same, and it is necessary to present them
fully to the public. In this neighborhoed,

as elsewhere, the line between the owners
and occupiers of the soil is, for the

eral miles, the wages of this class are now

most part, marked by religious distinctions ;
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as much as 3s. s ¢ landlords are nearly all Protestants,
the year round e tenants are nearly nl‘l Roman
rom 7s. to 10s. o atholics ; and differences of race, nol
is elsewhere, the .h91]y eﬂ'ac‘ed, to some extent increase this
material point of i "18100- Considering what has been the
' poprilar publica. 1st0ry‘o”relund, this circumstance, though
nt, by endeavour. mpossible to remedy, must be }u)t)ced and
contrast between i ronounced unfoylunulv, and it hus§ ‘)Ltelll
on, disregard the httended here with some present lm§c}nct_
:m.  As respects do not speak merely for th.c want of sym-
trict, it is of a nthy,_ of the alienation, of the moral an-
is excellent in 5 EESONISM that results guuvrz‘xll'\' from this
y good in a fair JFIAte of thmz? j 1 refer to facts more dis-
ry many exceed m(‘t]y ]m]pul):('. I have lw.nr(l of xnstam"c's
hole country, as " this county—I shall refer to one parti-
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here, but in several instances they are very
well managed. I have heard nothing but
commendation, and that from persons of all
classes, with respect to the relations between
Lord Lansdowne and his tenantryin this
county ; his lordship makes the improve-
ments on the lands, or allows the occupiers
compensation for them. In a word, on this
and other absentee estates, the English
method of dealing with landed property has
been introduced, and has worked well,
though under conditions not favourable,
and thoughit does not fall in with the genins
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destine
couples, their lords having declared that|absenteeism to their fullest extent.
they would evict tenants who ventured to|shall review the landed system of Ireland as
trausgress their mandate, and to marry|a whole, I shall endeavour to show that
[ have been |they have some effect, even in a purely

aud habits of the peasantry—a fact that
ought to be kept in mind by those who con-
tend that we must adopt some novel mode

apvowed & purpose of not dealing with|cf tenure in Ireland, veiling confiscation in

authority that I can trust thut, in some cases,

dispensations have been given for the clan-
marriages of Roman Catholic

openly in the regular manner.

Roman_Catholic tenants, and Tknow from | polite phrases, and that it is impossible to
satisfy the Trish race by doing justice after
the KEnglish pattern, yet not let it be sup-
posed that 1 do not perceive the evils of

When I

informed too, of estates in which an English-| economic sense, and their. moral effect is
man, or an [rish Protestant, obtains as a | most serious in checking the growth of the

matter of course a preference over a Roman |

kindly s_vmﬁmlhies 80 necessary in the rela-
Catholic in the letting of land, the distinc-| tion of land

ord and tenant, who take each

tion being made the more galling because | other *“ for better or worse,” in a consortium

the favoured person obtains a lease, and |that may be happy or unfortunate.

Nor let

the discredited class are usually without one. | it be said that this is a sentimental griev-
Such insiances are, no doubt, very rare, |ance; the word, in truth, has an ominous
and it is quite possible that, in almost cvery | sound since the downfall of the Established

one, a plausible apology might be made for |

the landlord; but they provoke distrust and |
ill-feeling, and remind the peasantry too |
much of the days when it was a common |
form in Irish wills and €eeds that ¢ good |

Church, a grievance mainly of this kind, and
[ should be very sorry to press the analogy.
Not, however, that here, as in Tipperary,
the landed system generally prevalent does
not cause very plain material grievances.

Protestants only’”’ should have leaseholds. | In some instances the landlords have made

It is certain, however, that, with few ex-|

ceptions, Roman Catholic proprietors in
this county are not more generally liked
than Protestants. Some have been de-
scribed to me as extremely harsh, nor is it
difficult to ascertain the reason. As a

general rule the Roman Catholic proprietor |

in Ireland is a new man, who hus, perhaps,
made a fortune in trade, and has purchased
under the Landed Estates Acts; he is, ac-
cordingly, rather exact in his dealings, and
he is without the liberal associations and
sentiments which the ancestral possession
of landed property usually imparts even
under a bad system. These observations,
however, donotapply to the Roman Catholic
gentleman of ancient descent’ in his case
he undoubtedly sees the importance of reli-
gious unanimity between the owner and
occapier of the soil; he is almost always
beloved by the people.

Absentee estates are tolerably numerous

E

| majority of cases, indeed ad"the ornir_mrﬁ'

the improvements on their lands at their
own kost; in others, have fully, or in Eurt,
given compensation to those who have ,
made them; but, in the overwhelming

rule, the occupiers of the soil in this neigh-
bourhood have done nearly everything that
has been done for the benefit of the land
during many years, espec‘ally in the marshy
tracts, where they have reclaimed thousands
of acres of bog by a slow and almost imper-
ceptible process, Yet here, as elsewhere,
the whole class is without any durable tenure
—‘ A lease has hardly “beer given iii the
Queen’s County these twenty years'’ was the
remark to me of a most experienced and
able gentleman, and this insecurity is all
thegnore vexatious, because, until the pre-
sent" generation, leasehold interests here
were extremely common. I bave already
pointed out how fruitful of evil in the rela-
tion of lapdlord and tenant in Ireland—a

7
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relation which, it has been bitterly said, is
more like that of zemindar and ryot than
that of free and independent contractors—
this state of things irresistably is; how it

ives a licence to all kinds of wrong; how
it places the occupier at the mercy of a
superior not seldom unfriendly to him; how
it sanctions the creation of a mass of pro-
perty which law ought in justice to protect,

et exposes it to be diminished or confiscated
zy those who have a direct interest to do so,
I shall not at present recur to this topic;
but it is equally evident that this vicious
system 18 not less injurious to the common
weal than it is to the class directly affected.
It discourages the tenant from investing his
capital or labour in the soil ; makes im-

rovement penal, because it may be mulcted
in the shape of an increased rent; and,
beyond all question, is a main cause of the
timid and suspicious habits of hoarding
which have been observed among many
Irish farmers. I cannot do better than
%uote on this point the words of one who,
though a fanatic in maintaining the cause
of Profestant ascendency, and a violent up-
holder of the rights of landlords, has, nev-
ertheless, in spite of himself, the sympathy
of a hard and successful worker for the
Irish peasant, whose work he perceives is
discountenanced under the existing law, and

who is quite alive to the consequent mischief. 1

In a pamphlet recently published on this
uestion, Mr. Fitzgibbon, an Irish Master in
Chancery, writes in this way of the evil
effects of “want of tenure’’ in checking
improvement, and he has a right to say that
very great experience gives real authority
,to his opinion:—* The people who have
thus impcrfectljv reclaimed bog and moun-
tain seldom hold by lease. When they come
under rent, they do gg as tenants from year
to year, liable to be turned out on a six
months’ notice to quit. As soon as the
oor tenant has brought his farm to that
egree of fertility which enables him to pay
a rent and live, all further improvement 1s
studiously avoided, as a thing which the
tenant believes will only increase his labour
{o produce a larger rent for the sole benefit
of ‘the landlord, whom he regards as a vigi-
lant spy upon every symplom of abilily to
| pa¥ more rent."’
he practice of selling the goodwill of
farms prevails here to a considerable extent.
I heard of an instance jn which £70 was
given for a patch of four acres, the rent
ing at & fair rate, and the tenure merely
from year to year, It isimpossible not to
sée that this usage is, on estates where it is
sanctioned, slowly eating away the freehold
right dnd converting the tenant into a copy-
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holder, and the landlord into the mere lon
of a manor, with a right to little more thay
a rentcharge, and it is difficult to supposs
that in this age Parliament will not, i
some measure at least, follow the examplg
of the judicial legislation of our tribunals iy
the days of the Plantaganets, and confimy
the equitable title of the occupier. It i
vain to argue that in cases like these th
purchaser acquires no legal right,—that he
purchases with notice of ihe infirmity of hi
position; such sophistry is repudiated b
conscience, and it ceases to have even

show of reason when once the custom ha
taken root. I am confident that few land
lords here would think of disturbing this
tenant-right on properties where it had bee
recognized ; but though they acquiesce, an
the tenant acts with a reasonable convictiog
of their acquiescence, this mode of dealing
reminds me too much of the expression o
Burke, that, ¢ connivance is the relaxatio
of slavery, not the definition of liberty,"
Here, as elsewhere, the insecurity, the un
certainty, and the confusion of rights, aris
ing out of the numerous vices of the landed
system generally prevailing, provoke a great
deal of discontent, with which a fair mind
may justly sympathize. Many of the pes
santry, however, are filled with the wild
spirit of dissatisfaction to which I have
alluded before; and you hardly meet ong
| that does not expect some ‘ grand settle.
ment”’ of the land question. A perpetuity
of tenure and a fixed rent are the ideas {s
which many minds turn; and it is curiou
to observe how these mingle with traditional
notions of ancient ownership.

farmer, after complaining bitterl

landlord within the last ten years {1

his rent from 16s to £1 an acre—the land
was certainly barely worth the £1—express
ed to me a confident hope that *‘ he would
soon get it from Government at the old rate,
and that he and his would hold it for ever,”
I asked him how he could suppose the Gov-
ernment would disturb the arrangements o
his landlord, and rob him directly of his
property. ' Disturb and rob,”” the man ex-
claimed, starting up with a wild, passionate
gesture, ‘‘the Government disturbed and
robbed us three hundred years ago, and
little they cared. Let them now do the
same turn to the landlords!” Such are the
dreams which at this conjuncture have risen
into the imaginations of thousands; but I
must observe that in many instances I heard
the question discussed in a rational manner,
and within the limits of an equitable adjust-
meant,

Many landlords here bear an excellent
name, and perform well all the dutieg of

operty. Yet I
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operty. Yet 1 obsgrved with regret that
e pcnsnntry seemed in too many mstgxnccts

dislike their superiors; and the feeling is

ared by other classes. 'The notion that

e relation between the owners and occu-
ers of the soil is tainted with wrong is in

e minds of many whom we may reasonably
hppose to stand indifferent ; even few land-

rds will go further than make use of the

d State plea, that the system is not bad

practice.”” The agrarian spirit exists in
his county not so extensively as in Tippe-
hry, but not, I fear, less generally diffused.

think that exceedingly few landlords would
Ikercise some, at least, of the rights which,
yond all question, the law gives them; in

ct, their rights are tacitly in suspense. I
eard from authority I cannot doubt that
hore than one gentleman who has given
otice of evicting tenants was in danger;
nd there has been one terrible agrarian
rime. The attempt to assessinate Mr.

arburton and the attendant circumstances
ring out too plainly the evils at work in

ish socicty. Mr. Warburton is a young
pan, the representative of an old county
amily, the possessor of a large landed pro-
erty, and a Protestant of the true ascend-
ncy type. Since he undertook the manage-
hent pf his estate he has not been popular
ith his tenantry ; and there can be little
oubt that towards some at least he pursued
course of petty annoyance, Some months
go he began raising the rents of one or
wo farms in a capricious manner, and he
ccompanied a notice to that effect with a
etter, of a very insolent kind, reflecting on
bis tenant as ‘“you Roman Catholic.”
Bome weeks ago the unfortunate gentleman
as fired at and secriously wounded, and
hough it is simply wrong to palliate the
rime, and the youth of the sufferer is to be
prged in his favour, his conduct was cer-
ainly very injudicious. I have not heard
bf an attempt to justity it, though of course
here is much personal sympathy for him.

I had hoped that my social survey of this
heighbburhood would have been more reas-
uring, On the whole, however, I have
ound less material prosperity than in Tip-
perary, and the same elements of moral
isorder, if less active, not the less in ex-
stence.

No. X,
ATHLONE.

It has often becn remarked that the soil
pf Ireland presents as strange a series of
ontrasts as the different races that live on
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the island. I was forcibly struck with the
truth of this, as, fresh from the sight of the
noble grasslands and fine tillaze fields of
Tipperary, I traversed by th: Great South-
ern and Western line the dreary and com-
aratively sterile tract that leads from
Il’ortarlingtuu to Athlone. Though beyond
the immediate course of the railway this
country is fertile in some spots, aud is not
without picturesque scenes, its general
character is barren and melancholy. Itis
for the most part a vast uneven plain, of
cold, poor, and unkindly land, in places
divided by huge turf-mosses, and ridged by
lines of low, steep hillocks known in parts
of England by the name of ‘‘hogs’ backs,”
The few towns that appear are little more
than villages; and, except that along the
edges of the bogs you meet occasionally
clusters of hamlets still, notwithstanding
losses by emigration, swarming with a pop-
ulation which by its constant toil has gradu-
ally diminished the expanses 'f waste, the
whole district seems thinly inhabited. As
you pass Geashill you run over the estate
of Lord Digby—a conspicuous instance of
what, on the one hand, may be the risks
incurred by the occupiers of the soil in Ire-
land in respect of insecurity of tenure, and,
of what, on the other, may be the effects of
careful and enlightened improvement. The
facts are narrated with pertect fairness by
the able and honourable agent of the pro-
verty, Mr. W, Steuart Trench, in his well-
I{nown book, ZRealities of Irish Life ; but
I can add something perhaps to the tale,
and point out what, [ think, is the moral,
The Barony of Geashill, as it is called, is a
tract of some 30,000 acres, which having
formed at one time a part ot the vast chief-
taincy of the O’'Connors of Offaley, passed
from them to the House of Kildare, and
thence, by marriage to the family of Digby.
The late Lord Digby, the immediate pred);-
cessor of the present peer, was an absentee
who seldom visited his Irish estate; and
towards the close of the last century he,
being then merely a tenant for life, made at
different times a great many leases for terms
considerably in excess of his powers. As
Lord Digby was a gentleman 1n every sense
of the word, this unfortunate mistake can
be ascribed only to the neligencce of a non-
resident owner ; but the tenants relied with
implicit confidence on the supposed security
of their interests ; and, as Lord Digby lived
down to 1855-6, and during all this period
they were undisturbed, many of them made
very great improvements, and, in point of
fact, created on the land a considerable
amount of additional property. Lord Dig-
by’s successor, who, it should be observes,
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was not a near relation, and was not under
, any obligations to the deceased nobleman,
thought himself justified, on coming into
the estate, in availing himself of his strict
rights, and destroying titles which, not
being consistent with the provisions of the
entail, were technically speaking, wholly in-
valid, Ejectment proceedings were com-
menced or threatened, against the whole
body of the lessees—120 families, I believe
—and the question of compensating those
who were thus about to be extruded from
the homes they had innocently enriched for
the benefit of a strifiger, Wwas referred to
the “éxecutors of the late Earl, who, it
should ke relmarked, were, in point of law,
Probab]y not bound to disburse one farthing.
The whole country was in a state of uproar,
when Mr Trench, by his judicious conduct
in some degree calmed down the agitated
waters. He succeeded in persuading the
executors to allot a sum of £30,000 in relief
of the imperilled tenants, and many of them
I understand, were allowed to retain their
lands, at rents, however, considerably in-
creased. Yet, from all that I have heard,
the sum given in compensation was not
nearly an equivalent to the losses of the
lessees ; and the memory of the whole
transaction is not forgotten in the Barony
of Geashill.

This case illustrates, I think, forcibly
the mischievous insecurity of tenure which
exists, not merely as a matter of theory, but
practically, under the law of Ireland. Lord
Dighy’s tenants, when th2y accepted these
leases, had not the means of discovering
defects, for it is a well-settled principle of
the common law that, unless, perhaps, when
a fine is paid, an crdinary lessee has no right
to examine beforehand his lessor's title.
After a possession of more than half a cen-
tury, and the expenditure of a vast sum of
money on the faith of the validity of their
rights, the representatives of these men
were suddenly threatened with eviction en
masse, and with seeing the accumulations
of their industry for years appropriated by
the lords of the soil, and that probably
without any legal redress, for it is most
uulikely that Lord Digby’s executors were
liable, under the covenants in these leases,
to pay any compensation whatever. In
the events which occurred the tenants, no
doubt, escaped this cruel and absolute
spoliation ; but 1 have reason to believe
that they suffered heavily, and what would
have been their fate had they fallen into
the hands of harsh or even exact men,
who looked only at the letter of the bond,
or even of impoverished superiors, at once
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treat them liberally ? Is it not evidey
that this would have been the case in whig
law would have been at issue with righ
and wrong would have been done in th
name of justice ? As a practical questioy
it is no answer to this that the law i
England and Ireland is the same in this
matter, and that the proceedings which arosg
in the barony of Geashill might have equal
ly arisen, for the same cause, between the
like parties, within ten miles of London
But who ever heard of 120 leaseholders ox
one English estate, after having enjoyef
their lands for two generations and adde
enormously to their value, being threaten
ed with immediate eviction, not for an
misconduct or default, but simply. because
there was a flaw in their titles ? And i
such a thing were, perchance, to occur
does any one suppose that it would not be
condemned by a force of opinion no land
lord could brave, that ample restitution
would not be made, or that Parliamenf
would not find means of redrees ?  The
law, therefore, although the same in the
abatract in England as it is in Ireland, i
not equally harsh in its actual working;
in one country it is nearly a dead letter

| —that as regards

tempted /to do injustice and not able to

. v 3
in the other it has often done great mis

chief ; and the wholeycase is a striking ex

| ample of a truth ever to be borne in mind

in considering the Land Question of Ireland
the most important
points, rules apparently in all respects the
same may be attended with very different
results in the separate divisions of the
Jnited Kingdom.  In proof of this, on
this very matter, we have only to turn to
the evidence taken by a Parliamentary
Committee in 1865 upon the subject o
Iaish tenures. On that occasion
men of the most enlightened views, and
particularly desirous of making the laws o
England and Ircland identical, "declaring
that leases made in lreland by a limited
owner bona fide ought to be protected,
though in some respects they should clash
with the rights of those in succession, yet
pointedly disclaiming the application o
this principle to leases in England.

Under the careful management of Mr.
Trench the estate of Lord Digby has been
much improved. Large sums have been
expended in drainage, in building houses
and out-offices, and in reclaiming the moors
that abound in the barony; and I was
happy to hear that the present owner regu
larly visits the property. Mr. Trench’s
book contains a full account of what has
been done at Geashill of late years; I
have pleasure in confirming the accuracy
of his statements. From Geashill the train
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paches Tullamore, the modern capital of
he King's County, its rival, Philipstown,
eing almost buried in the .vast morasses
hat extend around it.  The pretentious
ourt-house of Tullamore was the scene
ot long ago of a trial that has become
lmost a cause celebre in the literature of
e Irish Land Question. It has often
een remarked, especially in England, that
the wrongs of Irish tenants were real
hey would appear frequently in the reports
f litigation, and that, as this assuredly is
ot the case, the presumption against them
k all but decisive. While I am quite satis-
ed that, as a class, Irish landlords do not
buse their position, this objection is but
f little weight, for in the existing condi-
bon of things, law arms the Irish landlord
ith such power over his tenants at will
hat he may do what is morally most un-
st with im'punity. Occasionally, however,
member of the order transgresses the
kmits of even his legal rights, and the
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gignal instance of this temerity,
printed report cf the cause is before me,

bt the fee in reversion of an estate in Meath
held by a Mr. Knox as & middleman for a
ong term, and by 13 families of sub-tenants
at will, confessedly solvent and respectable
ersons. In 1861, and again in 1863, Mr.
Y{nox caused notices to quit to be served
on the sub-tenants, and in 1864 contracted
for the sale of his interest to Mr. Dyas,
through the operation of the Landed
Estates Court ; and it is almost certain that,
about the same time, he agreed to remove
the sub-tenants, so that Mr, Dyas should
obtain the absolute freehold, free from the
¢‘human encumbrances on it.”’  Mr. Knox,

|
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been procured by a representation that they
would not be used, and through notices
described as mere waste paper, Mr. Dyas
proceeded, in the name of Mr. Knox, to evict
the sub-tenants in a body, and to get that
complete rossession of the lands which had
evidently been the object of these dealings.
The police, I deeply regret to say, -attended
at the discreditable spectacle, and the 13
families—th e inngeent victims of conduct I
leave to your gecuders' comments—were
summarily turned'out all together from their
homes, though their rents had confessedly
been punctua!ly paid, though they certainly
had n{ways been good tenants, snd though
some of them had laid out money on their
holdings in reliance on the validity of the
promises which had been made instruments
to blind and ruin them. The matter, fortu-

nd it certainly throws no “feeble light on
vhat has occurred and may occur in the
elation of landlord and tenant in Ireland.

n 1857 a Mr. Dya: became the purchaser the sub-tenants a remedy.
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however, had assured the sub-tenants that
the notices to quit were a mere formality,
and that there was no intention of disturbing
them ; and one or two of them, on the faith
of this pledge, expended some money In
improvements. In June, 1864, some weeks
before the final completion of the sale to
which I have referred, to Mr. Dyas, eject-
ments were brought on the notices to quit ;
but the sub-tenants, being again informeti
that they need not be under any apprehen-
sion, offered no defence, and gave consents
for judgment, Mr. Dyas, however, having
soon obtained possession of Mr, Knox’s in-
terest, and paid that gentleman £500, the
real character of these transactions appear-

nately, did not end thus, and through the
| deceit which bad been practised the means
| of obtaining redress was found. An action
was brought by Mr. Clarke, one of the sub-

emarkable trial of ¢ Clarke v. Knox ' is | tenants, against Mr. Knox, for the misre-
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yresentations which had been made; the
jury awarded ample damages, and all the
sufferers ultimately received compensation.
In this case, it will be observed, the whole
affair being tainted with deceit, the law gave
But this was
owing to what lawyers would call a mere
collateral accident; and the facts show how
insecure may be the position of the tenant
at will in Ireland in the existing state of so-
cial arrangements. Mr. Knox came within
reach of the law because he had violated a
distinct pledge, and tricked his dupes by un-
true statements. Buf had be boldly asserted
his Tegal rights, had he proceeded upon his
notices to quit, and obtained his ejectments
in the usual way, the sub-tenants could not
have made a defence, the law would have
confiscated their improvements, and -they
#ould have been evicted without a remedy.
It may, no doubt, be said that here, too, the
law in England and Ireland is the same, and
that a case exactly parallel might arise at
any assizes in England ; but I assert that
opinion in England operates to prevent the
occurrence of such wrongs, and that if it
did not the power of parliament would soon
devise the means of redress.
From Tullamore the train proceeds along
a flat and uninteresting country of poor
uplands and gandy hills, until at last on the
banks of the Shannon, here a broad stream
as it leaves L ough Ree, the historic town of »

ed. Armed with the judgments which had | rier,

Athlone appears. Athlone is a place of
great antiquity; in the days when a wide
water line was an almost impassable bar-
it wag a stragetic point of the high-
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est importance, and even now its position
upon the routes which converge here as they
meet the Shannon gives it great military
value. { The town is merely the mass of
square Vdlated houses, apparently of the
date of the last century, seen so often in the
South and West of England, and it does
not seem progressive or thriving, the reason
in ths and other instauces, being probably
that the local gentry have long ceased to
live in provincial towns, and that the'growth
of trade has not supplied their absence, Yet
the place and the neighbourhood about\i in
scenes of interest to an inquirer in Ireland.
An armed fort, with adjoining lines, and
large barracks swarming with so?diers, com-
mand the streets and the course of the
river, too suggestive of the truth of Wel-
lington's saying, that the rule of force in
Ireland is continually seen. Hard by is the
ford where, in 1691, the troops of Ginkell
made good their passage despite the efforts
of St. Ruth and Sarsfield ; and not many
miles off is the memorable field where, after
a dubious and murderous struggle, the ‘“ red
eye of battle closed in despair’’ on the hopes
of Catholic Ireland at Aughrim., Lower
down the river, the decaying remains of the
Celtic churches at Clonmacnoise rest on a
vast and melancholy plain, like the phantoms
of a perished nationality.

The phenomena of the country around
Athlone on a circle of several miles in
extent, are exceedingly interesting. The
Shannon winds its way slowly through vast
spages of bog and morass, fringed at the
water’s edge by fine meadow lands, enriched
by the deposit of the river, Many thou-
sands of acres thus lie waste ; and man has
added to the difficulties opposed by nature to
the draining of this tract; for, in order to
improve the navigation, the levels of the
Shannon have been artificially raised, and
the area it floods has been greatly extended.
This is the case along the whole course of
the river from Athlone to Limerick, I be-
lieve ; and no attempt having been made
to increase the outfall by lowering the bed
of the stream at the points where it descends
in rapids, the result is, that an immense
surface of land is destroyed or injured by
water, It seems hardly expedient to sacri-
fice a whole breadth of country and water
carriage, especially since the development of
railways; and Lord Clanricarde, on several
occasions, has directed attention to this
subject, which, as well as that of the drain-
age of the Shaunon, deserves the considera-
tion of the Goyvernment. The tracts, how-
ever, near the great river present scenes of
no common interest to the observer of social
facts in [reland. At intervals in the ex-
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anses of morass patches of yellow com
and and of pasture appear; and the sig
of human industry and life are visible in the
<reary landscape. As along the rude cause
ways opened in the waste you make you
way to these oases in the desert, you coms
upon districts—in the words of the .ol
Greek—‘“inhabited in villages,” and of
singular and primitive character, Here the
children of the soil have been settled fos
ages, probably, in small communities, and,
aggregated in petty hamlets, have led thg
simple life of the Celtic peasantry, Th
gradual but steady progress of their toil hag
opened spaces of fertility in the wild, hag
reclaimed thousands of acres from the
swamp, has silently created a mass of pro
perty on the ungenial and difficult domain of
nsture. These interesting centres of fruit
ful industry are the more curious becaunse
they are in strange contrast with a spectacly
of activity of a very different kind that may
be found at no great distance. Not, indee
that anything in the general character of the
country immediately around Athlone seemed
to me to require particular notice. The up
lands, on either b:nk of the Shannon, which
ascend gradually from the flats below are
parcelled out into numerous farms, for the
most part of an inferior description. The
face of the landscape is not attractive ; the

not well enclosed or tilled ; good farmsteads
and offices are very uncommon; and the
peasantry and their dwellings have a look of
yoverty. But beyond the low hills that, near

allinasloe, divide the valley of the Suck
from the Shannon, is a district which can
be only compared to a fragment of the best
part of the Iilothi:ms m the heart of a region
comparatively wild, and which is a perfect
specimen of what modern science and skill
can accomplish in agriculture. Here the
wealth and energy of a single man has,
within a few years, transformed the land.
scape ; has stamped the country for miles
around with the character of the most
refined husbandry; has endeavoured to in.
troduce the highest kinds of farming into a
neighbourhood previously ignorant of their
existence.

In my next letter I shall examine the
characteristics of these districts, and the so-
cial phenomena they present,—the most in-
teresting and suggestive inquiry that it has
been my fortune as yet to make.

TO THE EDITOR.
Sir,—~Your Irish Correspondent—no

doubt unintentionally, but nevertheless most
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haccountably—misrepresents, in his letter
the Mail of Tuesday, the whole scope,
eaning, and purpose of a series of articles
the land question which have rece,ntly
ppeared in the Freeman's Journal. Your
rrespondent says :—
“The Freeman, usually more moderate,
hs a prominent leader on the subject, in
hich it proposes as a soluticn ¢an applica-
on of the Prussian land reform system to
eland and to ngland - to give every third
wre to the landlord and the remainder to
he tenant, rent free for ever,””’
This passage in your Correspondent’s
tter, which purports to be a quotation from
, article in the Freeman, beginning with
e words ‘“an application,’”” 18 not only a
isquotation, but a total misrepresentation
f the meaning of the passage which the
friter purports to place before your readers.
As tf}e writer of the article I am, not un-
aturally, anxious that the Enghsh public
hould not remain one hour longer than is
navoidable under the impression that even
s humble an exponent of Irish tenant
pinion as I am, advocated such a “‘solution’’
f the Irish land difficulty as depriving the
ndlords of two-thirds of their property and
iving it rent free for ever to the tenantry.
therefore ask permission to place before
our readers the entire paragraph from
thich the above extract pnfgports to be taken.
he article—one of a'series—was in fact a
lescription in untechnical language, of what
a8 done in Prussia; and so far from re-
-ommending that the same be done in Ire-
and, I summed up the process in a para-
rraph of seven lines and a half, from which
gome of the words quoted by your Corre-
gpondent are garbled, in that very paragru{lh
| described the plan as one which the “wild-
st land reformer’’ never * dreamed’’ of ap-
lying to Ireland. The following is the
paragraph in its entirety : —
¢ This, then, divested of all technicalities,
vas the Prussian land reform. The same
gystem applied to Ireland or to England
vould, as a rule give every third acre to the
landlord, and the remaining two to the
enant rent free for ever—a far more sweep-
ng reform than has ever been dreaifed of
by the wildest land reformer we know of.”
I am sure your Correspondent, who'is a
gentleman of much experience and of high
hotelligence, hed not time to read the entire
rticle, or he could not have so miscon-
ceived its aim, for the article closes with the
Hollowing words:—*Do the landlords of
Hreland prefer the Prussian plan of setting
the land question to the simple process ?''—
nd then follows a briet description of the
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eral application to the whole of Ireland and
the legalization of that ‘‘fixity of tenure”
which prevails on the Lurgan, Dowrshire,
Erne, and other large estates throughout the
province of Ulster, the province the largest
proportionate agricultural population which
has and the greatest number of small
tenant farmers of any in Ireland, and which
is continually referred to by Irish landlords
for the industry, order, and content that
prevail among its people. In order to pre-
vent the legalizing of the customary tenant
right which has rendered Ulster ‘wealth :
happy, and peacable, from converting tge
landlord into a mere rent-charger, I have
always advocated a proviso suaranteeing to
the landlord such periodical increment of
rent as the increased price of agricultural
products may warrant—the initial or pre-
sent rent and the present average price ot
agricultural products being as the standard
of comparison.
I am, Sir, your obedient servant,
JOHN GRAY.

DusriN, Aug, 31.

TO THE EDITOR.

Sir,—Although I hope I may soon have
the pleasure of seeing your Special Com-
missioner in Valentia, aud thus have an op-
portunity to discuss with him the several
points arising out of the_all-important ques-
tion of landlord and tedglgt, I do not wish to
defer noticing, and entefing a mild protest
against one part of his last letter,—namely,
that of the 10th inst. (No. 5.) "I have no
doubt that what I am about to complain of
is attributable to inadvertence or hurried
writing, and might at another time have
been allowed to pass in silence ; but just now,
when there is such a systematic, persistent
and, I must add, in many cases, nnscrupu’-
lous attack being made on Irish landiords
by newspapers and individuals, not perhaps
of very high character or of much moral
weight, but still able, zealous, and persever-
ing, it is, I say, much to be regretted that
one in the influential position of your Com-
missioner should throw (unintentionally no
doubt) an additional item of injustice into
the anti-landlord scale. The passage in
question is this :—‘ Yet I was inforred of
a case in which a landlord allowed an in.
coming occupier to pay £600 for the good:
will, received a considerable part of the sum
in respect of irrecoverable arrears, and
afterwards, without any just reason, evicted
the ;]mrchaser, who was technically only a
yearly tenant,”” Here is a transaction which
if truly described, is simply atrocious, and

rocess which I did advocate—viz., the gen.

one which it is impossible to censure in
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terms too severe; but in proportion to the
gravity of the charge should be its thorough
accuracy end reliability; but your Commis-
sioner proceeds to say, ‘I am not satisfied
that this tale of injustice is wholly true.”
Surely this is not right. We Irish landlords
have hitherto complained, and complained
most justly, that the accusations against our
body have been designedly vague ; thatthere
has been a studied avoidance of entering
into particulars, This vagueness acts badly
in two opposite directions. It allows real
delinquents ( supposing them to be such ) to
escape full recognition and well deserved
censure, while it throws unlimited obloquy on
the general body of landlords without allow-
ing them any possible opportunity to rebut
accusations 8o general ; but there 1s a course
of which we should have still more to com-
plain—that is, the bringing forward of par-
ticulars without sufficient investigation, or of
unreliable evidence. Consider the effects on
the very case at issue. How many will
seize on the above story with avidily, quote
it on the high authority of your Commis-
sioner, and found volumes, perhaps, of anti-
landlord theories thereon? How few will
observe or care to remembér, the semi-
doubt which he h~s himsglf cast on its credi-
bility? I am sure you and your Commis-
sioner will pardon the freedom of my re-
marks. You have undertaken, and I re-
joice that you have done so, a judicial in-
quiry. Your ‘Commissioner brings to his
task evident ability. We are not in a position
to say, but we may assume, that he possesses
the equally important qualification of prac-
tical acquaintance with his subject, — that
subject, I have no doubt, he intends to
handle fairly. How much would it be to be
lamented if any, even the smallest, appear-
ance of partiality, or of hasty jugging,
came to mar his usefulness. I shall not now
wander beyond this solitary point, or trouble
ou with my views on the general question;
ut I hope at a future time you will allow
me todoso. Itisimpossible not to feel the
vast importance of this subject, I for one
do not lament that public aitention on your
side of the channel is so sirongly directed
towlipds it ; but a word of warning just now
may not be inappropriate, You have been
somewhat suddenly awakened into a state of
almost morbid conscientiousness regarding
Ireland, and with eyes not yet thoroughly
opened, you seem disposedy to rush into
legislation, deuling in a rather hurry-scurry
way with matters which indeed need reform
in the present day, but which existed in a
far worse state some fifty years ago, and to
leﬁislatg as ifall the evils belonging to thetn
half a century back were still in full force.

THE LAND QUESTION

ily, if not quite at rest, at least removeq
From the political arena, the morbid feeling
of which I speak appeared not unfrequently
to translate itself into such language ay
this :—“We English have heen ven
haughty boys ; we have in times past shame
fully treated the Roman Catholics ; we must
really change all this. Now let us pitch
into the Protestants.” Seriously, however,
and sadly, I must say that with the very best
intentions you occasionally seem to think
that an injustice in one particular direction
at one period is to be remedied by an equal
injustice in an opposite direction at another
period, and we cannot avoid seeing indica
tions of such a tendency just now, and that
we Irish landords are tfxe intended victims,
In this view I think the time has come when
we should not rest content with ¢ masterly
inaction,” and we may discover that the
“talent of silence” is no 'longer the best
weapon with which to encounter the enemy,

I do not mean to say there are not ‘many
honest and upright men among those who
are now agitating the question, men who
seek equitably to improve the position of
the tenant without injustice to the landlord;
still less do I deny that an unfortunate feel-
ing of want of confidence exists on the part
of a very large portion of the tenantry
(arising from a variety of complicated
causes), which it is most desirable for all
parties, and for none so much as for the
[landlords, to put an end to, even at
gome sacrifice of abstract rights; but I
assert most unhesitatingly, that a vast
number of the most prominent and most
noisy of the agitators seek something far
other than reform or amendment—they go
in for a revolution, they seek a dishonest
transfer of the property in the land from the
present owner to the occupier of the soil,
and [ am daily more convinced that when
men of this class ¢ conspire’ it is time for
the landlords to ¢‘ combine,”” and that an
association for defensive purposes, founded
on principles just, rtaightforward, and
above-board, would be as legitimate as wise.
But such an association should be above all
suspicion; it-should be presided over by such
men as the Duke of Leinster, the Duke of
Abercorn, Lords Erne and Bessborough,
and the like—men whose antecedents would
convince all that with a firm determination
to defend their own honest rights they com.
bined the most thoroughly sincere desire
to improve the condition of the occupiers
of the soil.
I have the honour to be, Sir,

Your very obedient serzant,
P. FITZGERALD,

Injthe case of the Irish Church, now, hap-

Knight of Kerry.
VArexTIA, Aug, 30,
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A correspondent has plainly asked in these
olumns what it is of which an Irish farmer
as to complain, Unless it be tl'xe fact ot
eing an Irishman, he would find it hard to
iscover an answer in the speeches we re-
ported yesterday from Tralee. Of course,
hings are not perfect ; they never have been
n this world of late years. But it is some- 5
hing to be able to say that everything is in |
p state of improvement, and that is thel
urden of the speeches before the Royal
Agricultural Society of Ireland. There are ‘
better machines and more Irish mn(:hine}

makers, ‘T'here are still, it seems, thistles |
in the land, but the country is so resolute to |
get rid of them that it has been found worth |
while to invent and exhibit a thistle-cutter, |
There i8 an increase in live stock, and
though there has been a momentary dimi-
nution in the number of sheep, it is signifi-
cant that the total number in the country
has more than doubled since 1841. Lord
SeeNcer thinks that‘‘even with regard to
‘¢ pigs it is satisfactory to find there is a con-
¢ giderable increase in Ireland.” In fact,
if the progress continues, “ we shall soon
¢ arrive at the hizhest ficure which the stock
“of pigs ever attained in the country.”” We |
might hope from other statistics that the |
pigs are succeeding tothe mud cabins va- |
cated by their masters for more human habi-
tations. There is a considerable increase
in the better class of houses. Farmers and
proprietors have the power of borrowing
money from Government for the purpose of
buildi‘ng cottages as well as of making other
improvements, and there hag been a great
increase in these loans. Fifty thousand
ounds have been cxjended on cottages.
L"or gen&ul improvements 25,000l. were
lent in 1866 ; in 1867, 40,0007.; in 1868,
65,0007. ; and this year the sum will reach
80,0007. Lastly, the savings in the Banks
have largely increased during the year, and
nearly twenty millions sterling—in great
measure répresenting the savings of the
agricuitural class—have been deposited in
the Joint-Stock Banks, The ¢ LincoLx-
SHIRE FARMER " will probably be confirmed
in his shrewd suspicion that the Irish are
about as well off as himself, It is some-
thing, indeed, to live in a country where
tkere is elbow-room and epportunity for all
this improvement, Over here a man has to
rise early and get to bed late, he has to
economize every rood of land and to crowd
a8 much flesh on every sort of animal as its
frame will bear, if he is even to hold his
head above water, not to speak of continu-
ous advances. What would he not give
for a chance in a country where fences are
gigantic and ditches gulfs, and there is an
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opportunity of adding some five or six per
cent. to the available land on his farm?
0 fortunatos nimium sua si bona norint "
might, it seems, be said without abundant
reason of Irish agriculturists.

The Irish must.be made of very different
stuff from the rest of mankind if this con-
stant improvement and capacity for further
improvement fail to spread political as well
as private content among them. After all,
history shows no instances within our know-

|ledge of grave political discontent, unless

the people were suffering under some dis-
order or want which affected their material
interests. It would be curious to enquire
how far this Bonsideration accounts for in-
surrections having generally found their first
and fiercest examples in rough and barren
countries. " 'he traveller in Switzerland
finds little gh¢ds constructed on patches of
meagre verdbre, which are only green for
two or three months in the year, and, per-
haps, can only be pastured for a month,
The inhabitants are forced by their necessi-
ties to utilize even this morsel of food, and
drive their goats over the glazier to snatch
it from the snow. Where life is so hard
people cannot afford to be either well-
governed or misgoverned by any but them-
selves. TIn fertile and well-cultivated valleys
what has the peasant, or the farmer, or the
landowner to gain by political agitation ?
Provided his conscience be no¥ forced and
he has a free career for himself and family,
it is not worth his while to tamper with the
substantial framework of Government, But
when people find it a hard matter to get the
first necessaries, still more the decencies of
life, they are apt to imagine that some differ
ent form of Government would give them
more advantages and opportunities, Any-
thing at all events, may be better than the
present, and they feel that, in any event,
they cannot afford to put up with things as
they are. Any important observer would
see abundant cause for Irish discontent, for
Ribandism, Fenianism, and even worse
disturbances, in the frightful state of things
from which we are separated by only twenty
years. We do not say the institations of
the country were, or are, all they ought to
be.  But the people would hardly have
thought of seeking any other than legal and
constitutional remedies had not théir whole
imaginations been blighted by mud cabins,
pigs, potatoes, and famine. They might be
excused for thinking there must be some-
thing very much amiss with their whole con-
dition be{ore they could have got in such a
state. The progress of improvement hither-
to has not been without its suffering and its
sad side. But if emigration has done its
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work, - if the people are growing more | constituent part must be doing its work g ularly afterwards,
wealthy, if they are learning how to grow | receiving its reward. When the differe discontent as thos
more and finer cattle, and to turn their | clagses in Ireland learn, as they all ha . The land sys!
arable land to the best account, we may be | need to do, that they cannot have everythipfilleneral is, in all esse
confident the task of the statesman is being | their own way, they will all get much moy that which I hawve
greatly lightened, and a foundation is being | of their way than they have ever yet sufiline between the ow
laid on which a loyal and ,constitutional | ceeded in o{taining. il coincides toler
feeling may be securely built up. hich marks the gre
The Lorp LigvTeNANT mentioned, but land ; but there
declined to discuss, the question of the rela- No. XI. oman Catholic lan
ticns of landlord and tenant. Some remarks, rietors are not nume¢
however, were made on the subject which Arnioxs, Serr. 4, Bl o class, are not pr
were worth notice on account both of their| I shall not dwell at any great length ofillaid to be much e
substance and of their author. ¢ We all |the character of the land system of thilisewhere, leasehold
know,” said the speaker, ¢ that the promo- | neighbourhood, viswed as a whole, or ofaving beén former
“tion of agriculture by all classes implies | the social phenomena disclosed in it, for ecoming fewer year
“ the intercourse of all classes in the Jeve- do so woulé’be to repeat a good deal of whaylllhe tenants have o
“lopment of undertakings for their mutual|I have, written in previous letters. Thfillhey have, with sl
‘‘advantage.” The tenant, for instance, | wages of the agricultural labourer abog verything which-ha
has to bear his share of toil;  but he has | Athlone are very much the same as I hay@illor ages. e whol
‘“the first and freshest of Nature’s smiles j | found them to be in other places; that ijllihe kind to which T']
““and with a good herd of caltle and a tidy | they average from 6s, to 10s. a week, an@@lominant proprietar:
‘little wife no position could be more en- | the class, as a rule, is not un rospero people ; & tenantry v
‘“ viable than that of a farmer in a prosper- | The rate of rent is extremely variable. Upllbn the goil, though
‘““ous country. But if there he a position | fortunately, I have not the metns ot con reased its value, al
‘ more desirable, it is that of the landlord | paring it with what it was a century agofihave the fruits of i
““who has it in his power to contribute to | for Arthur Young did not visit this place by superiors who 1
“the happiness of his tenants. A rich har. | but I may say, generally, that it ranges fronjilemptation to do so.
‘“ vest of prosperity and affection is gathered | 31 to 15s, the Irish acre—that is, about 863, assert with conﬁd
“ by the landlord who proves to his tenant | to 9s. the English. Any good land is noffilot often abuse their
‘ that he does not look upon him as a mere highly rented ; indeed, the fine meadowilito the contrary certa
‘‘ rentpaying machine, but as a cherished along the Shannon appear to me to be letladmire & state of th
‘“ partner in the great business of life.” If|low—it must be remembered, however, thaifillable adjustment of
everybody who takes as strong a line about they are ‘‘drowned’ by floods during foujillrights is made to
Irish tenant-right as the O’DoNoGuUE would | months of the year—and the rate of" rentilibut upon the will
not only profess these sentiments, but put [ upon large farms is, in my judgment, reason Jiliwhose interest often
them into practice impartially, the question | able and moderate. This remark, however, What I wish to d
would be readily solved, I‘}o doubt, they | hardly applies to the smaller farms in manyjilithe extraordinary c
imply the salutary monition that landlords | places. The rents of these are very oftenfilland of what may
must live more among their tenants, and | high ; aud I walked over several hundred of systems, which are t
work more generously with them, if they | acres of cold, thin, and hungry land, inhabit bourhood, the train
wish to obtain the same confidence as they | ed by & 1ace of poor occupiers, who paidfllfrom this, and the
receive in England. But if the dutyis mutual’,v 20s. the Irish acre, and which I should con-Jillsuggest. 1 visited t
it also follows that tenants must beware of | sider dear at 12s. Farms vary exceedingly @l which I referred in 1
dengmgI their landlords any interest in the | in extent ; & few, at a considerable distance [l fragment of the Lot}
land. Tt will not do for the tenant to place | from Athlone, ave grazing tracts of a large il rudeness of Galway,
the [apdlord in ghe position of a “mero rent- size; a good many reach 20 and 50 acres, Jll otherin the north of
receiving machine.” If the two are to be | but an immense number are very small, mere il perty of Mr. Allan P
partners in the great business of life, they | patches from two to four or five acres, The ll man of immense wi
must eac?x have somethir:ig to gain by this country beyond the flats of the Shaunon isJll examined carefully
partnership, The landlord must have some | fairly divided between tillage and pasture, Jl wishes to study the

voice in the management and some prospect | but the agriculture, as a rule, is of an inferior i Mr. Pollok unfortun
of advantage to himself from 8

{ the improve- | kind; the breeds of cattle and shéep are [l but I was received c
ment of the land. If men like the 0' Doxocrye Bonietimes coarse ; the crops are occasionally il agents, and these ge
are conscious that tenants cannot rosper | backward and thin; good farmsteads are not il information, which
without the aid of capital, letthem emfenvour often seen ; whole estates are covered with Jll mitted me to repes
to impress on those whom they have influence | mud cabins ; the landscape reminds you, in il reasons, they do not
that capital has its rights ‘as well as its | fo0 many places, of what Ireland was before Jll disclosed to the put
duties. Bome proposals about Irish tenant. 1846, On the whole, in a material point of i estates comprise an
right would simply doom capital to perpetual | view the tenantry of this neighbourhood are i acres, of which 25,(
stagnation. But before a people can be |less prosperous than I have found them to @8 were purchased som
prosperous, united, and contented, every | be cﬁewgzre; and, as I shall show par @ ~Ido nothere preti




ng its work g

| unprospero:
variable,

B. pentury ago
risit this place
it ranges frog
tis, about 86s,
)(:l lllnd i8 no

1s during foun
1

} rate of rent

{ment, reason

rs, Who pﬂld
I should con.
7 exceedingly
able distance
is of a large
wnd 50 acres,
y smull, mere
e acres, The
2 Shaunnon is
and pasture,
of an inferior
id shéep are
occasionally
teads are not
rovered with
nds you, in
d was before
rial point of
ourhood are
nd them to
. show par-

/ OF TRELAND. /

i, ,

ularly afterwards, they are at least ag full
discontent as those in any part of Tipper-
. The land system of the country in
pneral is, in all essential features, the same
that which I have already noticed. The
ne between the owner and occupier of the
il coincides tolerably nearly with that
hich marks the great religious divisions of
eland ; but there is a fair number of
oman Catholic landlords. Absenteée pro-
rietors are not numerous ; but the residents,
g a class, are not progressive, and some are
aid to be much embarrassed. Here, as
lsewhere, leasehold interests are rare, and,
aving been formerly very numerous, are
ecoming fewer year after year; yet, though
he tenants have only precarious tenures,
hey have, with slight exceptions, done
verything which~has been done for the land
or ages. 'TJfe whole system, in short, is ot
he kind to which I have before referred—a
ominant proprietary, marked off from the
people ; & tenantry which has seldom a hold
bn the soil, though it has enormously in-
reased its value, and which is exposed to
have the fruits of its industry appropriated
by superiors who have the power and a
emptation to do so. Here, as- elsewhere,
assert with confidence, the landlords do
pot often abuse their position ; but ingtances
o the contrary certainly occur ; noy can I
pdmire a state of things in which/an equit-
ble) adjustment of the most jmportant
rights is made to depend, not fupon law,
but upon the will of an ordgr of men
whose interest often conflicts with justice.
What I wish to dwell on in this letter is
the extraordinary contrasts of agriculture,
and of what may be called agricultural
systems, which are to be found in this neigh-
bourhood, the train of phenomena resulting
from this, and the serious reflections they
suggest, I visited the magnificent tract to
which I referred in my last letter as being a
fragment of the Lothians introduced into the
rudeness of Galway, This estate, with an-
otherin the north of the county, 1s the pro-
perty of Mr. Allan Pollok, a Scottish gentie-
man of immense wealth, and it should be
examined carefully by every inquirer who
wishes to study the Irish [vmnd Question.
Mr, Pollok unfortunately was not at home,
but I was received courteously by two of his
agents, and these gentlemen gave me much
information, which they have kindly per-
mitted me to repeat, though for obvious
reasons, they do not wish their names to be
disclosed to the public. Mr. Pollok’s two
estates comprise an area of some 32,000
acres, of which 25,000 are arable, and they
were purchased some 15 years ago at a cost
~I do not here pretend to accuracy—of not

47 -

A

less than 500,000/. The lands when they
came into Mr. Pollok's hands were in the
condition of most Galway estates ; that is,
they were for the most part held by a peas-
antry of small farms and cottiers, they had
been much exhausted after the famine, and
their resources had never been developed.
It is easy to imagine what their look then
was—rude tracts%roken into narrow fields,
ill-drained and divided by unsightly fences,
with scanty crops and inferior cattle, and
covered over with small dwellings inhabited
by a dense population. Mr. Pollok’s first
care was to buy out almost every one of

these petty holders, to convert some into

farm-labourers, and to induce others to emi -
grate to the West ; and having by a process,
not ungentle indeed, yet rather painful,
made a fabula rasa of this enormous area, -
he applied himself to improving the lands,
to bringing them under thorough cultivation,
and farming them upon the best Scotch
system. It is unnecessary to say how dikes
were levelled and fields squared into vast
breadths ; what miles upon miles of drains
were opened ; how, in the place of the Irish
village, the huge solitary steading rose at
wide distances; what thousands of tons of
artificial manures were lavished upon the
hungry soil ; what sheets of turnips and
masses of corn were grown where the plough
had never been before ; how the hills were
covered with the finest kine and gheep ;—
how, in a word, capital and science trans-
formed these great tracts by degrees, as if by
magic, The carrying out this social revolu-
tion cost not less certainly than the fee-simple
of the soil, aud the results have really been
wonderful, I walked over a part of one of
the estates, and admired the magnificent
farm buildings, the hugh mills with their
lofty chimneys, as though husbandry had
become a manufacture, the steam engines
and perfect appliance of tillage, the vast
spaces of corn that reached the horizon, the
thoroughbred sheep in the immense pastures
—the spectacle, in a word, of agriculture on
the largest scale in its highest developement.
Yet the whole scene had a look of desolation
in spite of the monotony of its splendour.
I missed the smoke of the freqnent housetop ;
and as my eye rested on the scanty cottages
which here and there only dotted the rich
expanse, I could not help thinking that this
form of society had, like all human things,
its imperfect side,

How opposite to this state of things is
the condition of the village communities,
referred to in my last letter, which have re-
claimed parts of the flats of the Shannon!
How different is their primitive husbandry,

how completely distinct the type of their
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life! 1In one case a lavish outlay of capital

has suddenly raised a noble monument of

cultivation of the most perfect kind, and
hag produced a splendid model of extensive
farming. Yet Xou feel that this is an ex-
otic growth, and that it anticipates the nat-
ural march of society ; and you see that it
is not without its drawi)acks 1n jts severance
of the population from the gojl. In the
other case the slow industry of ages, ad-
vancing with gradual but beneficia steps,

has changed the barren waste into fruitful-

ness, has with diffculty almost incredible,
subdued the worthless swamp to fertility,
has, too, not grandly or quickly, but quiet{y
and peacefully, transformed the character
of the landscape.

The circumstances of Mr. Pollok’s exper-
iment suggest cousiderations of great interest
with reference to the Irish Land Question,
First, perbaps, in importance is the inquiry
whether this wonderful attempt to introduce
Scottish agriculture on the largest scale into
& district where it has been unknown before,
i8 remunerative, or ig likely to be 80;
for, if it be, it can be hardly doubted that
its author's example will he extensively fol-
lowed. From all that I have heard, and
my own éalculations, this quebtion must be
answered in the negative, Itis not only
that Mr, Pollok's agents, when 1 tried
to examine them on this subject, were
guarded and dubious in thejr replies, and
that the general opinion of the country side
—which, doubtless, is in some degree to be
attributed to Jealousy and ignorance con.
demns the whole thing as a costly failure.
A simple sum in arithmetic points to what,
I believe, is the true conclusion, Mr., Pol
lok having laid out a sum, equlvalent at
least to the price of the fee, in simply im-
proving his estates, the letting value of
these lands, compared with those of the same
natural quality on adjoining properties,
ought to have increased in something like a
similar Proportion, on the suppssition that
be gets a fair return for hig outlay. This,
however is certainly not the case ; though
Mz, Pollok gets a
Some magnificent farms he has let
neighbours do for the small hol
which they have left the old Irish
—taking areas of equal natural vaJue—the
difference does not near yield s fa
Qn.the capital expended; and though this
circumstance is not decisive, and other ele.
ments, no dopbt, enter, it goes a long way
to-solve the problem. Another extremely
Interesting question is, how far can the or-

dinary Irish Farmer, with the means he POs-
sesses—his scanty capital, but, as I insist,
his shrewd sense and resolute industry—gom.
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higber rent relatively for | such a state that the
than his | capital in it,
dings in [any transient
peasantry | of a single

ir interest | free to make a

simply hire its

pete with such a gigantic rival?  On thy
point I can adduce testimony that is certaig]
not a little significant. A portion of the
estate of Lord Clanricarde runs into that of
Mr. Pollok; and there is, no doubt, a re
markable contrast between the rude and
pretty homesteads on the one and the ep
ormous breadths of tillage on the other,
Yet —and I put the question to many on the
point—the peasantry on the Clanricarde es
tato declared themselves able and willing to
pay renfs not much lower than those obtaip.
ed by Mr. Pollok for his lands; and as Lord
Clagricarde, though an admirable landlord—
his people were enthusiastic in his praise,
and I was happy to find had generally
leases—has not laid out much on this part
of his property, these occupiers, taking
everything into account, were assured|
Justified in their boast to me, ‘“‘that they
could hold their own against any Scotch
man.””  Indeed, one of My, Pollok's
agents, notwithstanding a very natural pre-
judice in favour of his native system of ag.
riculture, admitted to me that it was quite
wonderful how well the Irish took to im
provement, and how much they could do
with the land, under landlords in whom they
could place confidence. " Give them equal
capitals and fair play, and they would run
us hard," was the honest remark of this
intelligent and experienced gentleman.

Mr. Pollok, as I have said, let a part of his
estate, in farms, to tenants, These hold-
ings are all exceedingly large ; the landlord
puts them in thorough order, and supplied
them with every appliance of agriculture,
before he placed an occupier in them; and
they are held by leases of 19 years, the
tenants being either Scotch or Irish. Here,
then, you see in its most perfect form what
may be called the English system of tenure ;
and with reference to the [rish Land Ques-
tion I pray your readers to nofe with care
how this system of tenure and the English
law of landlords and tenant agree with each
other. In this condition of things the land-
lord hands‘over his land to his tenant in
occupier need sink no
and is amply compensated for
outlay by the profits, perhaps,
year, and the tenant, the farm
he takes being large, is a capitalist,
bargain, to insist on
& reasonable amount of profit, and to
})rotect himself by a definite contract,

n England, therefore, the common law,
in this matter of landlord and tenant,
assumes the existence of a class of land-
lords who add all permanent improvements
to the soil, and of a class of tenants who
use, without investing their
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fortunes in it, or enhancing its value to all
time, each class being independent of the
other, and its doctrines proceed on these
assumptions. It treats the owner of land as
the absolute owner, because the raw mate-
rial of the soil and all durable annexations
to it are, in a lezitimuate sense, his property.
It treats the tenant as a mere temporary
possessor, because he stipulates only for the
transient usufruct, does not permanently
increase the worth of the freehold, and is
able to maké an equal bargain, And, as it
does not conceive that a state of things can
arise in which, unshielded by contract, a
whole race of occupiers, during many years,
may have deposited the fruits of their in-—
dustry in their holdings, and give them all
the value they possess, so not only, as a gen-
eral rule, does it disregard all equitable
claims for compensation on this account, and
repudiate the notion that in any such way a
tenant can acquire a title to an extended or
a perpetual tenure ; but actually, with some
trfling exceptions, it enables the landlord to
appropriate the whole of these beneficial
accretions, and refuses the tenant all redress,
in order to shut out very difficult questions
and to compel persons whom it supposes to
be free to adjust the matter by mutual
agreement, ‘

This state of law, though in theory faulty,
and though occasionally, even in England,
not coinciding with existing facts, neverthe-
less works tolerably well in that country,
and adapts itself to a form of society in
which landlords and tenants are usually well
off, and deal on a footing of independence.
How does it apply to the system of tenure
that prevails to such an extent in Ireland, to
the case, we will say, of those village com-
munities that have 1mproved so largely the
flats of the Shannon ?  Generations ago the
apcestors of these people, with or without
the consent of their feudal lords, settled on
what was then a barren morass, and their
descendants, by their continual toil, have
gradually changed it to fertility. They
have as completely transformed its nature as
—to borrow an illustration from the civil
law in its luminous view of a kindred sub-
ject—the artist who, on the worthless can-
yas, paints a masterpiece of Apelles or
Zeuxis. Is it not an abuse of thought to
strain the conceptions of the common law to
their statues and that of their landlords—
to classify the one as casual hirers of the
use of land, for a term, by contract, and
the others as absolute proprietors of the
8oil and of the qualities added to it by
others? How can the expressions ¢ owner
and occupier ” fit in with such a relation as
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English sense and yet to consider natural
justice ?  And—fu." the laygl position of
these humble peasants is technicauy way of
tenants at will—would it not be an iniquity
that a notice to quit should extinguish their
tenures, and empower their superiors to rob

them of that to which equity gives them so

full a claim ? Yet, this 18 what the law, as

it stands, allows; in this respect, in truth,

they are simply outlaws ; and their only pro-

tection is loose local custom, which may be

violated legally with impunity. Their land-

lords, no goubt. as a general rule, respect

this custom, and neither turn them out nor

squeeze out their interest by extortionate

rents; but instances of such wrongs occur,

and what i§ to be thought of a law which

permits such claims to depend on caprice

or forbearance ? It was the prayer of the

good Koman Emperor that his will might

be restrained by law, that he should not
have the means of injuring his subjects. A

good Irish landlord, who, in his sphere, has
power not unlike that of a despot, ought to
second the wish of Marcus Aurelius; he
should not forget that his heritage, too, may

pass to a Commodus or Heliogabalus.

A reflecting mind cannot fail to perceive
that the great difficulty of settling the Irish
land question arises from the co-existence
and the contrast of the systems of tenure I
have described. Were the lands of Ireland
held generally under what I shall call the
English system, if the farms were of con-
siderable extent, if the occupiers were men
of substance, or if the landlerds made all
the permanert improvements, things might
be left as they now are, and there would be
no necessity of considering the subject.
Or, on the other hand, if the lands of Ire-
land were all held under the Irish system,
if the farms were all mere small patches, if
the occupiers were all poor tenants at will,
if the peasantry had dcne everything for the
land, and had thus acquired an equity in it,
and if the landlords had contributed nothing,
I could listento the cry of ¢ fixity of tenure,’’
and could discuss Mr. Mill's scheme of a
peasant proprietary at a settled quit-rent.
But as both these systems are to be found
in Ireland, though covering areas of very
different extent, as, moreover, they are not
always found marked off from each by sharp
distinctions, but over a very large part of the
country, run into each other and are confus-
ed, and as neither type is clearly prevalent,
it follows that, while T do not think you
can leave the Irish system in its present state,
under the insufficient protection of the com-
mon law, 8o you ought not to stereotype it on
the face of the land, or forget that the

this, if we are to take them in theiz striet

common law ig & fairly adequate rule of
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right in all the tracts held under the English

gystem. How, ridiculous, usy, ROW Inl uit-
o{u 3-would i)e, in the case of farms (Lke

those of Mr. Pollok, to attend to claims for
compensation for improvements, or to de-
mands for an extension of tenures, outside the
“Wehinite contract of the Parties | . This would
be really ¢ confiscation’'—the shallow cant
of those who take the mere landlord's view
of this great question, and a real subversion
of the rights of property. Yet, on the
other haud, in the case of these village
communities, how idle it is to say that it is
consonant to justice to abandon them to the
rules of the common law, to ignore the ex-
istence of the property they have created,
to subject them to eviction withont full com-
rensation, or without an equivalent pro-
ongation of tenure. He evidently will be
the true statesman, and will be entitled to
claim the merit of solving this complicated
roblem justly, who, recognizing the co-ex-
istence of these modes of tenure, and the
/ tariety and conflict of rights under them,
shall devise a law that shall be applicable
to each, and, as far as human legislation
can go, shall protect the interests arising
under both, and shall then give them tom-
plete freedom. Without venturing to dogma-
tize, I am not without hope that a reform of
this kind is quite feasible without endanger-
ing in any rational sense the rights of
property.

I am sorry to say that all around Athlone
the ‘elements of discontent and disaffection
abound, I heard repeated complaints of
rack rents, not without justice in many in-
stances, and a kind of dull blind cry of wrong
and oppression, In several places, more-

_ over, I had to listen to wild and passionate
words of disloyalty—¢‘ no thanks to Glad-
stone for what had been done ; a good time
was coming for Ireland ; the country would
iet be under America.” One cause, pro-

ably, of this licentious candour is that the
peasantry in this neighbourhood, at least on
the Connaught side of the Shannon, are in
a much greater degree Celtic than those
of the other counties I have visited, and the
Celts are proverbially tongue valiant, a
Saxonized race being bolder in action. In
fact, though the ‘‘men of Tipperary’’ are
stained with more frequent deeds of violence
than the population in this district, they are
at heart,g gelieve, much less dissatisfied.
Over and over again a peasant would
use such words as, ‘‘God help the poor
who are ground down by injustice!” and
one man, whose American accent betrayed
glninl his recent associations, exelaimed
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sentiment of dislike of existing institutions
blends curiously with dreams of the
buried past. I heard of several well-authen.
ticated instances in which, during the Fenian
movement, the peasantry acknowledged cer-
tain persons as the legitimate heirs to for-
feited estates. These distempered visions
are no doubt engendered by the sense of
dissatisfaction which exists. If you can re-
move the one by doing away with every
sign of injustice thet lingers in the social
systera and laws, the others of course will
befure long vanish. The agrarain spirit
prevails here quite as strongly as in Tipper-
ary; it would be as unwise to gauge its
power by its acts as it would be to imagine
that the range of malaria is limited to the
few spots where it breaks out into typhus.
Unfortunately, too, a most foul murder of
an agrarian nature has been lately com.
mitted, Mr. Tarleton, a gentleman of good
birth, took some time ago a farm on which
a shepherd in the service of the former
owner had repaired a house and made some
improvements. Mr. Tarleton continued the
man in kis employment, but dismissed him
in rather a summary manner, without com-
pensating him for the outlay, for which, of
course, he was in no sense liable. The un-
fortunate gentleman received a warning,
couched in terms of friendly reproach, but
having disregarded this, he was shot, and
the crime, a8 usual, remains undiscovered.
Here we see agrarianism in its very worst
form; and, as will be observed, the agrarian
code in this, as in many other instances,
considered, to use a legal phrase, that the
obligations it imposes ‘‘ run with the land,”
and, passing over the original owner of this
farm, who might be imagined to have done
wrong in not having given anything to his
servant, inflicting its penalties on the new
possessor, the obviously innocent of all
offence.

No. XII.

MuLLINGAR, SEPT. 14.

_ The line that runs from Athlone to Mul-
lingar runs along a district of poor uplands
here and there dotted with country seats,
but with hardly a single feature of interest.
As you approach the little capital of West-
meath the character of the {)undscapc m-
Frovenl; you pass some of the rich pastures
or which the county is justly famoug, and
the scene wears a more civilized aspect.
Mullingar, placed almost on the frontier of
an outlying tract of the old English Pale—
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tribes—was once a place of considerable im-
portance ; it had its sovereign, burgesses,
and corpoate rights; but these have become
things of the past, as well as the remains of
ite ancient castle and of its celebrated re-
ligious houses. The town is little more
than a village of slate houses, running into |
mud cabins, commanded by a large military |
barrack and overlooked by its Protestant and
Catholic churches; yet, though it has no re-
markable features its recent history is not
uninteresting with reference to the Lund\
Question of Ireland. Twenty years ago
Mullingar seemed smitten with mouldering
decay. Jthadthe look of haggard poverty ;
its slovenly ways and ricketty fences were
notable for their squalor and delapi-
cation. Small as the place now is, the
main street and 1t8 shops have gener-
rally a rather thriving appearance. You
see plenty of new gilding and paint; there
are numerous resicences of recent building,
and though the neighbourhood is purely
agricultural, and its local business has not
much increased, few country towns, I be-
lieve, in Leinster have lately shown more
signs of improvement. The reason of the
change I cannot doubt is an alteration in
the legal conditions, and in some degree the
social influences under which the town now
maintains its existence. Until not long ago
Mullingar was held under a middleman’s
grant from the Granard family, and as
neither the mesne nor the chief owners had
the power of making long leases, no secur-
ity could be obtained for building, and stag-
nation and ruin were the consequence. The
process, however, of the Landed Istates
Court swept away these mischievons fetters
of tenure; and the new proprietor, Colonel
Grenville Nugent, being able and willing tc
give leases of long duration on favourable
terms, the town has not been slow {o revive,
and has in a few years made very rapid pro-
gress,

Westmeath being for several reasons an im
portant county as regards the Land Question,
1 have visited many parts of it. This great
midland tract, that extends from the plains
of Meath to the banks of the Shannon,
comprises adarge portion of the water-shed
of Leinster, and presents a strange diversity
of features. To the north it is ridged by
continuous hills, for the most part of thin
and light soil, with occasiopally fertile
valleys between, inhabited generally by a
rather poor peasantry. The centre, named
the fancy of the Celt ¢‘the Land of
Waters,”” is largly occupied by a succes-
sion of deep and broad lakes, from which
sluggish rivers uncoil and descend slowly
to the Boyne and the Shannon. This is

also in spots a hill country, but it usually
expands into broad plains, here and there
broken by turf mosses or swelling into
gentle eminences, but often stretching into
vast green flats that at.intervals, especially
along tbe courses of the streams, form mag-
nificent pastures. This is the general char-
acter of the landscape from the summit of the
cone of Knockeyon, from which, it is said,
on a clear day you can see across Ireland to
either sea; from this point the eye ranges
over a most remarkable and varied scene
of wooded steep and glittering mere, of rich
lowland and red morass, spreading out for
miles in the neardistance. This fine tract, ex-
cept at the places where a race of petty oceu-
piers still dwells on the edges of the bozs and
slopes of the hills, is, for themost part, held
in’substantial farms. and abounds in beautiful
country seats, and the traveller goes through
an interesting succession of fat pastures
and breadths of tillage, with occasionally
mansions and parks between, that would be
a noble specimen of industry and care, save
that thousands of acres want drainage.
This, to a great extent, is the nature of the
country until you reach the borders of

Meath ; but to the south and west of the
central plain Westmeath rises into a series
of uplands, in places divided by low ston

hills, and forming a large uneven table land,
for the most part of little fertility. This
district seems comparatively neglected; it
does not contain many handsome seats ; the
character of tha agriculture is seldom good ;
and it is divided chiefly into extensive pas-
tures, many evidently of recent origin, and
the holdings of a not wealthy peasantry,
The county, therefore, regarded as a whole,
abounds in curious contrasts of husbandry,
and these, as may be supposed, correspond
with not less remarkable social contrasts.
It is ot my intention to say much about
the general condition of this district; for I
wish, if possible, to avoid repetition. Com-
ared with some other parts of Ireland,
Vestmeath is not a progressive county;
its agricultural area has considerably dim-
inished, and, notwithstanding the excellence
of its pastures, the increase in the returns of
its live stock is not so great as I should have
expected ; aud it should be observed that
this coincides with a large decrease in the
population. It would not, however, be
safe to draw a sweeping conclusion from
these facts; I reserve this and similar topics
for a subsequent stage of this inquiry.
The material condition of the different
classes connected with the soil in West
meath corresponds in the main with that of
the same classes in the other counties that I
have visited. The wages of the agricultural
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Iabourer are from 6s. to 10s. a week ; the
farmers, except the very small holders, are
reasonably well off, the large graziers espe-
cially, as a rule, being wealthy. Rents vary
from £3 10s. for the best giass lands to 15s.
the [rish acre; and land on the whole is not
overrented, though most of the light tillage
ands let high, no doubt owing to the com-
petition of the poor,inow almost confined to
soils of this character. The landed system
of Westmeath is essentially the same as that
I have already described, except that the
number of absentee landlords is' compara-
sively small in this county. In other respects
it presents phenomena identical with those I
have previously noticed—the same divisions
of classes by religious distinctions ; the
same widespread insecurity of tenure ; the
same creation and growth of equities in the
land not protected by positive legal sanction,
and vindicated only by local usage. In this
state of things a line of demarcation runs

usage; and I have been informed of more
than one instance in which purchasers i
the Landed Estates Court have set aside the
equitable claims of their tenants. Now and
then, moreover, landlords will abuse the
extraordinary power their position gives
them,and 1 write with a set of contracts
before me of a singular and iniquitous kind,
which a proprietor has lately endeavoured
to compel his tenants-at-will to sign, in order
to deprive them of even the scanty pro-
tection of the commonality, and to free
himself from the implied oblizations which
local usage would impose on him, so long as
they held by the tenure of the country, The
tenants have refused to sign these agree-
ments ; I hope their refusal will not be
construed, by those who interpret the Irish
Land Question on a theory of the barbarism
of the Irish rce, as evidence that the be.
nighted Irish tenant prefers vague custom
to definite contract.
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between the owner and occupier of the soil Westmeath presents in a marked form bargain. Your
and separates them more or less from each | the contrasts of occupation and tenure which “n'ﬁq' I turn to
other; law fails utterly to throw its shield | I adverted to in a previous letter. The ki,J,d in order tc

over innumerable claims of the nature of
property ; and these are abandoned to loose
custom, which may be violated without legal

greater part of its fine lands is now held by

t > 4 roperty.
substantial farmers, or by graziers of a su- L

Such are the th

redress by a dominant order that hasan im-
Here, as else-
where, from good feeling, from the habits of
acquiescence engendered by the ancestral
possession of landed property, far more, I

mediate interest to do so.

believe, than from any lower motive, the
landlords, though too marked off from the
people, as a rule respect the social arrange-

ments, the dealings, and natural rights of

their tenants; they neither attempt by un-

just evictions, nor by iniquitous raising of

rents, to appropriate what really belongs to
others, nor do they disregard the tenant
right arising from the sale of the goodwill
of farms, which in this county is a common
practice. But—besides that in the years
that succeeded the famine society in West-
meath was much disturbed ty extensive
evictions from estates—even now, as always
will be the case when social elements occa-
sionally jar, and when too much is left to
arbitrary power, wrongs in the relation ot
landlord and tenant occur too frequently in
this county. Sometimes the zeal of a Pro-
testant proprietor gets the better of his
sense of fair dealing, and I lave heard of
cases in which an undue preference has been
given to Protestant tenants as such, or in
which, except at an extortionate rent, a site
for a Catholic chapel has been refused—a
compromise between consience and interest
at which Mephistopheles himself might
smile, Occasionally, too, the spirit of ava-
rice will break through the barriers of mere

perior class; many of these have, ot course,
the security of a lease, and in most instances
tbe landlords have either put the lands in
good order and built farmsteads before the
commencement of a tenancy, or else the
lands, being admirable pastures, require
little or no outlay. The existing law of
landlord and tenant applies, therefore, fairly
enough to these cases. It either has no
tendency to confiscate what belongs to the
tenant on a change of possession, or else its
harsh doctrines are excluded by contracts
between independent persons. By far the
largest portion of the county, however, is
still occupied by small farmers, who legally
are merely tenants-at-will, though they have
added much to the value of the soil by
building, enclosing, fencing, and tillage,
and though they have purchased their in-
terests in numerous instances, and it is pro-
bable that they will long maintain their
ground, though the area they hold is being
diminished. The existing law is not a rule
of right to this body of men in their actual
position ; it exposes, what is in truth their
property, the benefits they have added to
the land, to be confiscated by a summary
process; it sets at naught the equitable right
acquired by a transfer for value with the
assent of the landlord. It is idle to say
that poor tenants-at-will ought to have as-
sured their claims by express contract, and
that law accordingly may disregard them ;
equality not dependence is the sphere of
contract, and these claims, in truth, are
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supported mainly by usage, forbearance, and (and may, therefore, under certain condi-
pcquiescence, without any compulsory sanc- | tions, be placed in the category of real im-
jon. Can any one wonder that, ia this | provements. It is not borne in mind that
gtate of things, hatred of our institutiors |as a general rule the good d:ne by the
ghould grow up, and that agrarianism should peasantry to the land exceeds the waste in
step in to shield by terror th 3 natural rights | an infinite degree, and that the area they
which law will not recognize ? Can we | may have injured is as nothing compared to
not perceive what must lm.lh«' feeling of the | that they have made productive ; and it is
poor peasant in this sitaation, when he sees | too easily said that they obtain a sufficient
that law refuses to affirm his title to what is | return in prolonged occupation withont
justly his own, and as he imagines, by its | estimating the fitting compensating period.
one-sided operation assists the wealthy Through this varied and partial view injus-
capitalist to supplant him? May we not | tice is sometimes done to the claims of the
translate his thoughts into languege like | tenant even by the most upright men ; and
this:—* I and mine have tilled these fields | we cannot wonder that on his side, too, ex-
for generations ; I have made them what | travarant notions should exist. That
they are, have, perhaps, bought them; I tenants in Ireland have a large equitable
cannot compel my landlord to grant me a | claim in respect of what they have contri
lease, yet the law leaves me naked and de- | buted to the land even the late Mr. Senior
fenceless, while the large man who is covet- | thouzht indisputable, opposed as he was to
ing my land in the revolution going on|small holdings, and conservative in his
around me can make for himself an excellent | ideas about the rights of property :—*¢ The
bargain. Your law is double-faced and | Irish landlord, partly political and partly
unjust. I turn to a code of a very different | to obtain additional rent, by means of the
kind in order to protect my legitimate | potato encouraged or (what was enough
property.” without actual encouragement) permitted
Such are the thourhts which have doubt- | subdivision and the increase of population.
less occurred to many of the peasantry in | The inhabitants of Ireland, from 4,088,226
1t the lands in ?his distr_i(‘,t. It aggravates the m:m-*r‘thr\l in 1792, vose to R,IlT.";,lZl i1_1 _1:4,11. The
ds before the in some instances you find persons of th_n | landlords were unable and ur)v'vlllln'_' to spend
', or else the landlord class disposed to repudiate their | money on their estates.  They allowed the
oved Sabiins natural rights, especially as rezards ti eir | fenants themselves to make the provision—
iating 133 of additions to soil, which not unreagonably | by building and by reclaiming land fiom its
\eref(’)’re fair] caus¢ misconceptions. N“'“. persons will n‘m//m:zl state of bog, or heather, or SI(UTI‘I/
sither };as n(})' contrast the fine steadings built recently on field—necessary fo lodge {m(l Jeed this in-
estates that have perhaps been “ cleared " | ereased population. It is thus that many
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elongs to t,he with the rude condition of the farms on | estates have been created. and almost all
on, or else its which the small holders continue to dwell, | have been enlarged by generation after gen-
by contracts and will exclaim that tenant's_improve- | eration of tenants without assistance. It
By far the ments are nonsense.” Or they will observe | was the fenants who made the barony “of
llf)wever, " that, in the actual state of avriculture, the | Ferney, originally worth 3,0001. a year,
"'l“hl;) legally little dwellings that have been the habita- | worth 50,0000, a year. Ilis to meet cases
& they have tions of the peasantry through the long |like these that I propose my tribunal.
the soil by space of time during which they have been | This leads me to say a few words on
gnd tll!age, gradually changing the bog or the mountain | the operation of the law in Ireland as it
ased‘th'exr - to fertility, are nuisances that ought to be | bears on the subject of tenants’ improve-
and 1t 18 pro- got rid ()f"; or they will point to the exhaust. | ments, though I shall treat the question
aintain their ed state in which the small holder’s fields | more fully hereafter,  That law, founded
h}’]‘l 18 being are occasionally found, and will ask, | on the old maxim that what is,added to
18 not a rule “Would you mulet us for deterioration 9’ | the soil accrues to its owner, has been
1 their “Cm’,‘] In all this there is some truth; but consi- | modified in Kngland by local custom ; in
n truth their derations on the other side of the greatest | Ireland, in some degree, by statute ; and
ave added to importance are too often forrotten. Itis|in the United Kingdom, by judicial (incisi-

N Fll)llmn}ary not borne in mind that it is the industry of | ons. It is, however, still in the abstract
I‘I”‘“ e right the petty oecupier that, for the most part, | unjust, for it fails sufficiently to protect
\lue with the has transformed the face of the country, has | what may be the legitimate claims of the

idle to say made tracts of barrenness yield their in-|tenant; but in England its harshness ss
to have as. crease, has caused them to give rent to | practically nullified by thé circumstances
ontract, and their owners. It is not borne in mind that | that, in that country, the permanent im-
*gard them ; the unsightly hovels, now condemned as ‘ provements on estates are made, as a gene-
e sphere of mischievous to the estate, have been |ral rule, by the landlords, and that tenants

\ truth, are M instruments in this ‘work of amelioration, | shield themselves from the law by contract,
p |
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and take care that when they hire-land they
shall be repaid should they add to its value.
In Ireland, however, where, in most cases,
what is done in the way of improving the
soil is done by the tenant, not by the land-
lord, and where the tenant, in the majority
ot instances, has not risen to the stafus of a
free contractor, the law is in the highest
degree unfuir ; it refuses to protect what
Teally is the property of the tenant added to
the holding, and exposes it to unredressed
confiscation. It is impossible to guess what
innumerable rights, occasionally of a valu-
able kind, too often the all of the humble
peasant, have been extinguished through
this state of law ; but it may e interesting
to note the opinien on this matter of a great
lawyer, no subverter, assuredly, of the land-
marks of justice, and with instincts on the
side of the proprietary classes. Fifteen
years ago Lord Westbury observed on the
law as to tenants’ improvements in Ire-

land :—

OF IRELAND.

the Judges of Ireland, brought up in
atmosphere of unjust ascendency, were
likely to be keen in an effort to main
the interests of the Catholic peasant.
it not be supposed, however that, in o
day, Irish Judges have not recorded
protest against the iniquity of the law,
a celebrated cause, heard in 1858, in whig
a clergyman who had expended a large su
in imorovements on land, on the faith of
promised lease, endeavoured, though techu
callya yearly tenant, to enforce this equi
against Eis landlord—not,as in the case pi
by Lord Westbury, to employ it merely as
counter claim—the late Master of the Roll
in Ireland, one of the most upright and ou
spoken of men, though compelled.to reje
the petitioner’s suit, condemned the la
in unqualified language. His Honour o}
served :—

‘] have no hesitation in stating that al
though in point of law, on the authorities |
have referred to, and particularly the cas4

¢ Was it not the fact in Ireland that in
nineteen cases out of twenty a landlord ex- ’
pected the tenant would do something for
the improvement of the land, and stood by
while it was dene ? and then, was it 10t |
consisient with justice for the law to assume |
a tacit understanding on his part that the
tenant was to epjoy the results of {hes&jn-

rovements ? / Such doctrines as these had

een the A B/ C of equity in this country
for a (‘()nsil(.’;r:\h!e time ; and if parties
proceeding against their tenants in Ireland
could be compelled to proceed in a court of
equity. they would be met by the legal apo-
thegm that‘ he who seeks equily must do
equity.’ and they would not be allowed to
dispussess the tenant unless they had given
Ahim satisfaction for the expenditure he had
incurred.”

Irish landlords, however, being able to en-
force their rights in the forum of the com-
mon law, this equity in respect of tenants’
improvements is not acknowledged by a le-
gal system that guards the freehold from all
interests save those created by grant or
contract. It will be observed, however,
that a slight extension of the equitable doc-
trines of salvage and lien would, in many
instances, protect these rights, and if such a
man as Lord Mansfield—that great civilizer
of the common law—had sat on the Irish
Bench in the last century, he probably would
have discovered the means of shielding the
the Irish tenant from spoliation. But, in the
first place, as Mr. Maine points out, it is
extremely difficult for judicial tribunals to
effect important changes in law when it
has once become mature and organic;
and, in the second, until this generation,

of ¢ Pulling v. Armitage,” the petitioner'
suit could not be sustained, yet nothing
can be more repugnant t» natural justic
than that a land!ord should look on at 4
great expenditure carried on by a tenan
from year to year without warning the ten
ant of his intention to turn him out of pos
gession. The defendant’s offer to allow Dr,
O’Fay to remove the buildings was a mock-
ery. Ihave no jurisdiction to administer
equity in the natural sense of that term, o
I should have no difficulty whatever in mak-
ing a decree against the defendant. I am
bound to administer an artificial system, es
tablished by the decisions of eminent Judges
such as Lord Eldon and Sir William Grant,
and, being so bound, I regret much that |
must administer injustice in this ease, and
dismiss the petiljon.

The agrarian spirit prevails in Westmeath
and has vrevailed for years in extreme in-
tensity. Within a period of comparatively
recent many outrages of this kind have occur-
red, and, as usual, they remain undiscover-
ed. From the suromit of one of the low
hills that mark the boundary of this county
and Meath, one of the most experienced
lawyers in Ireland pointed out to me the
actual gpots of 14 of these crimes which
have escaped the avenging hand of justice.
Within the last few months two agrarian
murders of an atrocious character have
been committed ; but there is nothing very
peculiar in them, save that, as usual, they
show traces of system, and were done under
more or less provocation. The first was
that of Mr. Fotherston, and some of the
facts are in dispute, though I have endea-
voured, if possible, to reconcile thom, Mr,
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otherston, it is said, was rather a hard man,
nd in 1868 resolved to raise the rents of a
hoorland which, I have been informed, had
een reclaimed by the adjoining tenants,
nd on which some had made improvements.
hey retused to pay the increased rents; and
otices to quit having been threatened, the
Ifated gentleman was foully murdered. In
he second case, a Mr. Anketell, a station-
naster on the Midland Railway, was assassina-
ed because, having made himself unpopular
by the dismissal of servants, he afterwards
ntered on a small piece of land, from which,

hear, he advised that the occupier should
be removed.  Such is the state of this fine
ountry ; and, from testimony which I can
ely on, I have reason to believe that the

iband Society is more or less organized in
Vestmeath at this moment. The immediate
auses of this prevalence of crime, I cannot
oubt, are that agrarianism has been unpun-
ished for years in this district, and that it
was called into being, and has been kept
alive, by the ‘‘ clearances’” of estates, and
by the extension of the system of large
farms. It may, however, be not unworthy
of notice’ that Westmeath, like Tipperary,
was for several centuries the scene of| civil

probable that the habits of lawlessngss and
moral disorder then formed haveAgurvived
down to the present age. One cir¢dumstance
must be borne in mind by a candid student
of the Irish Land Question. Westmeath, ;
especially on its eastern border, is one of |
the parts of Ireland which contains a very |
large admixture of English blood, yet it has
always been a seat of agrarian outrage.
This—and I shall recur to this point——is an
awkward fact for those who ascribe agrari-
anism to the inherent savageness and ruth-
lessness of the aboriginal race.

XIII.
TriM, Sepr. 17.

No.

I drove on a considerable circuit from
Mullingar to this little town, as I particular-
ly wished to examine the couutry. The
route followed a series of uplands, for the
most part of thin and cold soil, inhabited b{
a poor 2)easantry, until I reached the high
water-shed that separates the affluents of
the Boyne and the Shannon ; whence, lead:
ing on the left the hills that form the bound-
ary between Meath and Cavan, I descended
into what has been called with propriety
the Leicestershire of Ireland. As you make
your way into the lowlands, the superb
pastures of Meath appear, you pass through

| majegtic s
from l!fﬁe P
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a succession of breadths of verdure ranged
over by magnificent kine, and you see a few
spots only of inferior land, to which a race
of petty occupiers cling, almost lost in the
rich expanses around. The fine grass lands
increase, and the poor tracts diminish, after
leavinz the small county town of Athboy;
and the whole scene is of this character
until, overtopped by surrounding masses of
ruins, the straggling roofs of Trim are
seen along the gentle slopes of the Boyne.
Trim, once an important fortress of the
Pale, fhe scene of more than one of its rude
Parliaments, and a pointof vantaze against
the Celtic tribes when, from their distant
morasses and hills, they poured down on
the adjoining plain, is still the capital of
the county of Meath ; by it is little more
than a declining village, and it has a dreary
and decaying aspect.  Like most of the
towns not far from Dublin, it has not impro-
ved during several years; and its ill-built
houses and slovenly streets are without a
single attractive feature. The immediate
vicinity of the place, however, abounds in
objects of no common interest. From the
opposite bank of the Boyne, close by, rise
the towers of a mighty Norman strong-hold,
said to have been built by Hugh de Lacy,
the powerful Lieutenant of Henry II., who,
in the words of the old chroniclér,—

¢ A Trym ferma une meisun,
‘K fosse jeta envirun ;"

and the wide sweep of the moat and outer
walls is almost uninjured, save at the points
where they have been destroyed by the bat-
teries of Cromwell, that omnipresent Thala-
ba of Irish tradition. Lower down, resting
on soft grassy lawns, the ruins of ancient
religious houses throw theirishadows over
the tranquil stream ; and near them a single
ft of exquigite beauty springs
alu, and OJl‘lOUkl g whatever
of grand or mean man has créated around,
commands like a beacon the landscape for
miles, a fitting image of _that imperial
Church which far and wide spreads 1ts pot-
ent influence over this Catholic !and an
Catholic people. Here, as elsewhere, I was
happy to observe that the care of ministers
alien to.them had repaired and protected
these noble ruins; in this act of reverence
may we not hope to see a sign of the miti-
gation of the feuds which for centuries have
distracted this island, and an omen of re-
conciliation and peace.
There is a remarkable sameness of char-
acter in the scenery of the county of Meath,

its two chief rivers, the Bcyne and Black
ater, How through brodd valleys of mar-
vellous plenty ; the eye dwells with delight

»
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on verdant solitudes, the domain of almost [ remarkable, but w.ien we add that between
unrivalled herds, on a succession of noble [ 1855 and 1868 the agricultural area of

country seats in the midst ot fine parks and | Meath has diminished at the rate of not
wooded enclosures, ou the remains of old

castles of the Pale, intermingled with rustic |
homes and farmsteads, on a landscape dis-
closing, in rich variety long settled wealth, | hardly diminished at all, this difference
and the bounty of natur».

country is a series of plains, in places rising
into gentle eminences, and here and there
ntersected by low hills, until it touches the
borders of Cavan and Louth ; and this vast
tract, too, abounds in fruitfulness, and in
evidences of successful

lence.

native peasantry.

the great tracts of pasturage you find com-

* \/{,ff W/{,_, «/ o

From the lofiy mound of the hill of
Tara you behold a panorama of rural splen-
dour, hage spaces of grass land, green lines
of wood, and beauti‘ul demesnes spread all
around ; and the fair scene extends to the far
horizon. As you travel through the country,
however, you come upon districts of poor
light land, in some places of considerable
extent; and here you meet again, and, that |
too. in an unprosperous and Hauckward state,

the small tillage holdings and furms cf the |

THE LAND QUESTION

less than 17 per cent., whereas that of Louth
and Kildare has contracted at the rate of
]6 per cent. ouly, and that of Wicklow has
Beyond, the | certaiuly is sigmficant. It should be observ-
ed, too, that this slowness of progress ia-
the case of Meath coincides with an ex.
traordinary decrease of population ; and
That, except mEET]'Jc‘Gmeth, the
more rapid prosperity of the other coun-
ties has concurred with a much smaller
decrease ; the number of the inhabilants
of Meath having been reduced, since 1831,
at the rate of 82 per cent., that of Kil-
dare little more than one-third, 1and that
of Wicklow about one-halt.  Curiously
enough, moreover, the average size of
farms in Meath is very much larger than
in ary of the other counties, and 10 Meath
[ the consolidation of holdings has been re-.
markable of late years. These facts do
not warrant any wide conclusions; but
they certainly are suggestive and iuterest
ing; and may possibly indicate that the

culture and opu-

Along the edges, too, of |
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munities of this description, and they ap-
peared to me, in almost every instance, to
exhibit signs of very great poverty. Meath,
therefore, may be described generally as an
immense grazing region of admirable fertil-
ity, with intervals of sterile land between ;
the first engrossed by wealthy occupiers, the
last abandoned to a poor, struggling race ;
and thus, like Westmeath, except that its
fine land is in much greater proportion it
presents remarkable contrasts of hushand-
ry, and social diversities not less remark
able,

It might have been supposed that a coun-
ty like this, especially since the great rise
in the price of cattle of late vears, would
have been in the highest degree progressive.
Yet it may be affirmed that thouygh Meath,

point has been passed at which,

of progress in lreland.

careful and minute attention.

and the agricultural

where.  They were often ill-clad, a.id evi-
dently ill fed ; they had sometimes a pov-
erty stricken look; I do not think I can
put their wages at a higher rate than from
5s. to 9s. a week, and even at that rate

like every other part ot Ireland, hasTadvan-
‘ ced since the social revolution of 1846, the
w:;dv:mce hes been less than we might have
expected. Statistics are often unsafe guides;

but the admirable Government returns of
Ireland appear to show that Meath has im-

proved more slow]ly during the last two de-
cade, thaii any of the adjoining counties

wages are not constant; the contrast was
painfel between their condition and the evi-
dences of the prosperity around. The reat
of land in the time of Arthur Young varied
from about 40s. for the best soils to about
6s. or 7s. for the worst the Irish acre ; at
the period of the Devon Commission it had
risen to from £3 103 to 1ds.; it i8 now

| / with which it m"y be fitly compared. The
M live stock of Meath, its staple product, has
increased 1n value since 1841 at the rate of

aboui 59 per cent. ; the value of the live
stock of Louth and Kildare has increased
in about fhe same proportion; but there
has been an increase of more than 60 per
a“‘[ cent. in the value of the live stock of
Wicklow, In this there is, perhaps, nothing

b s folmem

At

probably from £4, to 16s. I do not think
the rext of the pastures high considering
their extraordinary  excellence—though
coarser in herbage than those of Tippe-
rary, they are more productive, and ‘‘hold
the grass” better—and remembering the
proximity of first-rate markeis; but here
as elsewﬁerc the poor tillage lands zppear-
ed to me in some places high-rented.

painful as

1t is to_write it, a reduction of the redun-
L dant population was an essential condition

The sociul economy of this county is in
| the hizhest degree interesting, and deserves
There being
comparatively little tillage, and the grass
lands, unlike those of the Golden Vale,
heing rather feeding than dairy grounds, the
demand for agricultural labour is small
lubourers as a class
seemed to me to be poorer here than else-
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Farms in Meath vary greatly in extent,
from immense grazing tracts of 2,000
and 3,000 acres to small patches of
three or four ; and the - class of
what in Ireland are fair-sized farms, those
from 20_to 50_acres, are, if would appear,
comp¥atively uncommon The large fnrm-
ers, speaking gencrally, are wealthy; in-
deed, not a few considerable fortunes from
£50,000 to £150,000 have been made in
grazing within this century, but_the small

farmers a1 evidenily I)udi)' off, and 1n many

fnstances had the look of poverty. ‘I heir

dwellings were In many places wretched,

mud cabing often without a chimney ; they |
complained exceedingly of the want of fuel. ‘
the turf bogs being exhausted or distant; |
their dress and sppearance ,ﬂere squulid\
and mean ; and, collected ag they were on |
the barren spots that occafionaily divided |
the expanses of pasture, they reminded me

of & declining race, yielding gradually to a
new order of things.

The landed sys (_Meath has some
features that distinguish it broadly from the
landed system of any of the other counties I
have seen. As early as the close of the

is still & byword of reverence in the country,
met the eye in an antique miniature. A
striking image of the peral code, from
which lord and dependents alike suffered,
was seen in a succession of portraits, in
which plumed courtiers and dames, all
jewels, gave way to obscure squires and their
unknown helpmates:— Clnge Dby the towers
of a stately pile, over the porch of which a
legend records that its first stone was laid
in the reign of Henry II., is the chapel,
where the heads of the family and their de-
pendents during many generations have
Joined together in common woiship. Ata
short distance is the gouvsecrated ground,
i 2 by Puritan guns
they mingle in death their dust together.,
All the country side tells the same tale of
the goodness and virtues of the race; how
they have never disturbed a tenant, or
thought of unfairly raising rent ; how gentle
| are their charities to the poor ; how well it
| 18 for those under their protection. ¢ And:
‘yct why not?’ was the remark to me of a
\ {:eusunt, eloquent in his simplicity ; ¢ they
l ave been here these 700 years, and they

OWIL

eople,” Your readers in Ireland will

12th ceutury this maznificent region was peop
parcelled out among Norman barons of the

Pale; and thcugh the wave of revolution
and civil war has passed over Meath lke
the rest of Ireland, a cousiderable number
of families in this county are descended
from the first conquering settlers. A large
proportion of these still adhere to the
Church and the faith of their forefathers,
and perhaps an eighth of the soil of Meath
is in the ownersiip, ot this time, of Roman
Catholic_gentlemen ie

made particular inquiry as to the e

this coincidence, s0 uncommon in Ireland— |

the relation of landlord and tenant adorned

by long association and religious sympathy ; |

and, as might have been expected, these
estates are usually ceotres of order and
content, fhough, asT shallnofice hereafter,
The elements of disturbance abound in
Meath, Not that many of the Protestant
landlords of the county are not quite as
liberal to their ®pendents, as kind-hearted,
as generous, as humane, as the representa-
tives of these Catholic houses; but the
great link of community of faith, continuing
through centuries, being absent, they are
not equally identified with the people, and
not equally beloved by visited the
abode ol one of these ancient families, and
was forcibly reminded how all that I saw
was in harmony with traditions and senti-
ments that appeal to. the hearts of the lrish
E&ﬂaantry. Ifhe sad features of one of the

ouse, & martyred archbishop whose name

easily recognize to whom this brief descrip-
tion applies. But it may not be so well
known in England that the old Anglo-Nor-
man house Omi"' not more remarkable
for gocial worth than for dischargzing nobly
the duties of property.

In instances like these, too uncommon in
Ireland, you see aristocracy in its fairest
?pe, the crown of contented social life,
d4nd you perceive at once its beneficent

jinfluence. But, though the circumstances
of several estates in Meathare of this happy
character, the landed system of the county,
as a whole, presents some painful, though
instructive, features. A coasiderable and
| increasing number of landlords keep large
| tracts of pasture in their own hands, and
| farm them on their own account; the whole
| of the remaining good grass-lands is in the
possession of substantial farmers; and, as I
‘ have said, the 'y

to the interior soils. The resultis the most
| marked contrast between agricultural wealth

sion in the ranks of society. ‘I'he ric
gemremen and 1ich farmers in this county

are, speaking generally, exceedingly rich’;
the peasantry and agricultural laborers are,
as I have noticed, exceedingl ; and
the line of separation bBetween these classes
is marked by harsh and grievous distine-
tions, 10 t%ls circumstance, and, also,

hecause evictions during the last 20 years

have Tived, prayed, anl died among their )

; ;

L4
| and poverty that I have met, as yet, in any
[part of Ireland, and a corresponding_diyi
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convinced, to be mainly ascribed the pecu-
liar spirit of discontent which is too preva-
lent in this county. The poorer classes,
forced off from the soil by the operation ot
influences they cannot comprehend, and
often pinched by distress and want, feel
angry and jealous of tle rich; and there is
a great deal of dissatisfaction in Meath,
though not a few of the landlords are loved
by the people with peculiar regard, th ugh
tranquillity reigns upon their estates, and
though the country gentlemen of Meath, as
a class, are above the average of Irish land-
lords, and, if somewhat exact and money-
making, are usually highly cultivated and
refined. T'he consequence of this state of
things is that deeds of lawlessness and out-

own, and to transmute his land into a mere
rentcharge? 1Is it not evident that this
would be a mere wild removal of the land.
marks of right, a simple perversion of com. farms, though ni
mon justice? But if all instances of this E%eﬁi_lgwt-‘
class in Ireland, and of other classes &halo- where 1t comes ¥
gous to it, are to be excepted from the p-o- ter. I shall di
posed reform, of what value is ¢ fixity of length when I
tenure’’ as a panacea of universal applica. right of the Nor
tion, or even as a practical question? Are on one or two re
we to divide Ireland iato a land of Egypt down to constrt
under the dark influence of theCommon Law, tabula rasa b
and into a land of Goshen, rejoicing in the usuage must
divine light of the new philosophy ? I might could only groy
enlarge upon this point, but this is hardly lund is the sole ¢
the place to discuss it, nor do I think it a ment, and in wh

very profitable topic. In the second place, carious. It18 0
rages huve been too common in this county.

I would briefly remark that the example of could find easily
More than one attempt at assassination has | England ought to warn us how idle it would I[rish tenants v
been made, and I was shown a whole mass |Be to interfere directly with the o der of

enormous sums
of threatening letters which, not only, as |things which at this moment we see being general rule, yi¢
usually is the case, had reference to the

‘ accomplished at Meath, the extension of the would they do tl
taking of land, but related to the dismissal | aren of pasturage. The same change ex-

they could rely «
of farm servants and to the reduction of the | actly Q;C_‘EMM on the dissolution
of the feudal system, and Tudor legislation

ession. The g
rate of wages. ‘I'he spirit that animates oodwill is virtu
these misdeazds, though essentially of an|in vain endeavoured to baffle the irresistible W\r the si
agrarian kind, is, nevertheless, not purely | energies of commerce, to keep the small gures; it is a de
agrarian ; it is uot equally sustained by a|tenants in their holdings, to exclude ¢ the of title which la1

covetous graziers,’”” who tried to supplant

principle; it is not so systematic in its ob- respect ; and, tt
jects; it 18 more akin to hatred of property | them, It, too, had its schemes of * fixity tionable in the

and dislike of existing social arrangements, |of tenure,’”’ described graphjcally by Mr.

Ina word, it resembles in some degree the | Froune, of limiting the extent of farms,
passions which, as we know, agitated the |
country people in some parts of England,
when, as in Meath in this generation, the
peasantry in the 16th century were gradually
driven to the poortillage lands, and graziers
It is deserving
of notice that this peculiar and dangerous
development of agrarianism has displayed
itself in a part of Ireland that, having been
in the heart of the Pale, is inhabited by an
Anglicized race, and is throughout pene-

settled on the rich pastures.

trated by English elements.

The state of society we see in Meath in-

uces me to make two short reflections. In
A the first place, I would ask Mr. Mill, or any
Thxit

other advocate o
rentto be settled by the State,
apply his system to the case of the magnifi-
cent grazing tracts of this county.
lands, when farmed, are almost all held in
very large farms by capitalist graziers ; and
either the landlords make the improvements,
or no improvements are required on these
splendid pastures. How is the Legislature
to interfere_in_these Tnstances between con-
tractors who stand on perfectly equal terms,
{o deprive the landlord of that property

which, not angmented by the industry of

of {enure’”’ at a
ow hewould

These

8, of

regulating harshly dealings in land; yet we
know that they ]&)ET_%_@_E&LL&A, and
Qid n?t stay the inevitable revolution. But
tho

this s true, and no legislative device
could-gain for the poor peasant of Meath a
footing upon the fertile tracts once occupied,
perhaps, by his forefathers, and from which
he is now disappearing, that i3 no reasop
‘i%Ltﬁl_‘%l’%Mﬂﬁﬁ» the conditions under
which he holds his farmstead, are to render
him liuble to injustice. He is entitled to
have his patural rights assured, not stand in
the way olf the march of society.

The peasantry of Meath, in my judgment,
have less claims in respect of improvements
than those of any of the counties I have
visited. Whatever they may have done for
the land years ago has, in most places, been
wholly effaced ; the Legislature must con-
sider their equity gone wherever they have
been detached from the soil ; and, in truth,
they usually aﬁfeamd to me as if they felt
that they could not maintain their ground,
and that attempts to improve would be
worse than useless. Nevertheless, even in
this county, I do not doubt that a minute
scruticy by a judicial tribunal upon the spot
would show that the peasantry in some dis-
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tricts had contributed to the valde of the
land, and\for this they have a title to com-
pensation. ) )

The practice of celling the goodwill of
farms, though not common in ;ﬁns (l;ou?]ly'
revails in_spots along its ngrthern border
where it comes within the influence of Uls-
ter. I shall discuss this subject at some
length ‘when I shall cousider the tenant-
right of the North ; but I will venture here |
onone or two remarks, If we were to sit|
down to construct a landed system, on a |
tabula rasa by economic principles, this |
usuage must ge pronounced vicious ; it |
could only grow up in a ccuntry in which |
land is the sole or principal fund for invest- |
ment, and in which tenures are usually pre- |
carious. It is obvious that if small capitals |
could find easily profitable outlets in Ireland |
Irish tenants would rot habitually sink
enormous sums in purchases which, as a |
general rule, yield hardly auy interest; nor |
would they do this if, without 'tf)enr outlay, |
they could rely on a long continuous poss-

ession. The money invested in buying |
goodwill is virtually a premium paid by the |

tenant for the security which it usually as- |
sures; it is a deposit to obtain a warranty |
of title which landlords, with few exceptions |
respect ; and, though the practice is objec- |
tionable in the abstract, it works, in my |
judgment, well on the whole, in the actual |
state of the Irish land system, as it has a |
tendency to quiet possession. At all events,
however that may be, the practice exists,
and has grown into custom, over an area of
not inconsiderahle extent, even in the mid-
land counties of Ireland ; and, since this is
80, it is high time for Parliament to examine
the real nature of the relations constituted
in this way, and of the legitimate rights that
flow from them. At this moment an Irish
tenant who, on estates where the usuage ex-

cipled men will turn law against the unpro-
tected custom, and extinguish the rights
that have thus been created. A most com
petent aullmrit{r, Judge Longfield, m evi-/

dence he gave before a Parliamentary Com- 0"”‘%’
mittee, has declared that such wrongs are
not \'e;ﬁ rare on the part of Jurchasers in

e Landed Hstates Court, and I have myse \
feard of several examp 35 Is it not evi-
dent that the Legislature must put an end to
this § conflict between law and fact, must" :
malke the usage law-worthy, must recogifiize
the truth that the gaje of goo?-m,'u,
under certain conditions, and with the ’
landlord's concurrence, gives an iafer <7
which must have a lesal siglus anﬁ
that estates subject for years to this customM:
must to some extent be assimilated to man- f 4

-

ors, in which the copyholder has the land,
and the lord a rentcharge. This would be

merely sanctioning custom, compelling the
bad by law to do what the good landlord.
does from respect for usage.

No. XIV. — 2

Exxiscortay, Sept. 21,

The railway fiom Dublin to this place
runs along a succession of beéautiful ow-
lands, covered with the encroaching suburhs
of the capital, or thickly studded with ¥
country seats along the slopes of over-hang <#zem
ing mountains, I'his is the character ot a4
the landscape until you reach the gay town /f-
of Bray; and you look with delight on the %
contiast between the brown heather-crowned
hills and the exquisite scenes of civilization
and wealth that expand as you travel along
the valley beneath. Even in this choice and
highly-cultivated tract you see the remark-
able varieties of husbandry and occupation

[ have alluded to before. The rich IOW-Ms

s T b ) 7 -| lands are laid ont in some places in magnin-
ists, gives, perhaps, £20 an acre for goad f‘ ke v rl> ; mll gmfi-/
will, acquires nothing in point of law, ex- cent farms, held evidently by gentlemen or

cept the interest of the seller, a_mere ten-
ancy at wiil in ninety-nipe cages out of a
. % e Ty ,L.BL-QL__‘F.
undred, though the landlord must, on the
hypothesis, acquiesce, and though he us-

ually encourages the purchase, as he ob-
1t payment ot arrears, and a

capifalist tenants; the mountain sides are =

still largely occupied by the settlements of a 7! 6
oor peasantry, whose u%sidlmusmaux’try has
gradually enclosed and reclaimed thousands ,

of acres from barrenness. From Bray the -

train runs along a line cut for some miles

tains throug L Y R %
Fuarantee for the future rent, In point of | out of the bage of cliffs that trend p'ecipi

fact, however, the purchmg tenant con-
siders justly that he has bought a real though
indefinite estate in the land, equivalent in
some degree to his outlay ; and usage sanc-
tions the supposition. for few landlords

would think of violating the tenantright
that had thus been paid for, and in these in-

tously into the sea, or crosses the wastes of
a sandy shore, and the lovely scenery of the
interior of Wicklow—the Switzerland of
Ireland as it has been called—is shut out
from the sight by intervening mountains.
After leaving the quaint cld town of Wick-
low, you proceed -inland into a country of
 hill and valley picturesquely combined, with
a lofty range in the near distance, and

stances fixity of tenure, as a rule, is'_estgh.|
M%@m—mertheless, cases 0c-
casionally arise in which needy or unprin-

you again meet farms of all sizes and
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kinds, and fair mansions with noble parks, | effected in and about this place, in the cas
amlets, occasionally, of mud cabins. As|of a tract of considerable extent, under cir
. you advance you go through an enchanting | cumstances not, 1n some respects, favourable
““T" region of low!ands, flowing with gent e | to the welfare of landed property. Ennis
streams, that divide terraces of wooded emi- | corthy is a thriving little town; ithas the
nences, and eye and mind feel the subtle | look of prosperous industry; it abounds in
charm sacred to the muse of Moore, the |substantial slated houses; its inhabitants
'7/"4—— long and delicious vista of the Yale of| are remarkably orderly and contented , and ved them tc
7 gvocn. At Arklow the sea is again seen |if it has somerows of ugly mud cabins, it is ourage he gradt
Z reaking in foaming rollers on that dange- | because these spots have not yet felt the this ““ly) ' s ‘in'
rous coast; and thence the liue turns inland | good influence to which it owes so much, bepol teuu - .;]
again, and follows a tract of table-land, here | A tract on either side of the place strikes plantec E_)Ol IOX'U:\?
and there dotted with country seats, and |the eye at once as singularly civilzed, as colne‘ul’;_‘“]lm' i
edged by masses of bold hills, but without | presenting markedly the signs of comfort, of results of , lx‘h"'.
features of peculiar interest. At last you| good cultivation, of rural wealth, as being geen 1n BLOL =

?/‘— reach the green fertile flats that on either | distinguished from the tracts around by the Ulster, he eacomt
b—ﬂ
(ﬂ«.&7

tition of interests L
of many kinds, he
means in his pow!
lands of midd!cm«
of this class fell

golvent occupiers,
immediate tenant:

gside mark the course o e Slaney; and | excellence of the homesteads, the neatness sxgle pt the :,;.m\)\"l‘\:

ere long the gray slated rools of Kunis- | of the fields, and the evidences of successful ginning to ‘Tn, 'y

corthy are seen hanging on the brow of a | husbandry.  This tract and Enniscorthy ed the s)?t‘(l,u‘\\v“h)

slope that stretches down to th» verge of | itself belong to the Karl of Portsmouth, it to .ﬂo,u,l.lb 1”11 N

the river. High above risea the square | and have been fora long timeiv his family; sums_W m .[-1 i o,

tower of one of the best of Pugin's crea- | and the general opinion of all classes men as the prac! 1{, o

tions, a Uatbolic Cathedral ~f Tajestic pro- | in business, bankers, merthants, and farm. and, d“‘.).LH 1111:;. 3

portionsj while below, commanding the | ers, is that the prosperity existiug around is would ca S ]

E gcourse of the steeum, spreads a massivg | caused almost wholly by the peculiar manner ‘ ot

"/‘/ were seen 11 & ¢
in prosperity ad
licence was extet
and to tenancies-
well-nigh a settle
left the hands of
The present libe
prietor has conti

the consequences
keep of the 12th century, still, after the | in which the estate has been managed and
lapse of centuries, habitable. These are | administered during a considerable period.
the most striking features of the place ; but| This concurrence of judgzments, sc uncom-
it possesses some other interesting buildings | mon in Ireland, lgd me to examine with
—a Protestant Church not without symme- | some care the circumstances relating to the
try, and a lunatic asylum admirably de- | property. I have fortunately been able to
signed and arranged. Ireland contains a ‘ obtain information of the best kind from a

considerably larger proportion of the un- i trustworthy source ; and the whole case cer

happy inmales of these institutions than the

other divigief¥ of these kingdoms.
As myhubit is, T have visited the. cauntry
around Enuiscorthy for several miles, and [

have been, on the whole, much pleased with
it. Itisfor the most part an upland tract,
swelling here and there in gentle hills, and
at points closed in by ranges of mountains,
and it is fairly divided into pasturage and
tillage. The land is usually rather thin and
light, except in the fertile valley of the
Slaney, where it forms admirable meadows
antl pastures, and along the grassy and ver-
dant banks of the different affluents of thaf
river. In the neighbourhood there are some
fine seats, Castleboro especially, that of

ord Carew, teing a rare specimen of good
taste tand splendour; and the farms are of
all classes and sizes, the farmsteads being
not seldom excellent but occasionally of an
inferior character. I do not, however, at
present intend to describe this neighbour-
hood at anv length, for it resembles gener-
ally that of Wexford. and in my next letter
I hope to give a tolerably exact and full ac-
count of the social organization of the entire
county, My object in this letter is to show

what liberal dealing, eecurnﬁ of tepure, and
Z g conforming the usages of the country have

. tainly deserves attention from any impartial
student of the Irish land question who can

apply a candid judgment to facts, unbiassed
by dominant theory.

Some fifty years 229 the Portsmouth estate
was worth about 5,000 o year, and differed
but slightly from many estates in Ireland at
thesame period. A cousiderable portion had
been let to middlemen at low yenig under
old leases; and from the stimulus of war
prices and of that multinlier of mankind,
the potato, a dense population of small
tenants ha'l accumulated under these (sl
owners. Ancther part of the estate was

eld under modern leases, at full rents, and
the residue, probably a third of the whole,
was in the hands of ordinary tenants-at-will.
The late Lord Portsmouth having become
iniane the control and munagement of the
estate devolved upon the Court of Chancery,
in most instances, to a proverb, an unfor-
tunate trustee of landed property. The
Receiver, however, who was appointed was
a man of no common worth and ability,
and, under the system established by him,
the march of improvement began rapidly.
Perceiving justly that so long as an inter-

mediate _owner. intervened the proprietor
was cut off from the soil, and that this par-
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'ni, under cir tition of interests had a tendency to mischief | As in the instance of the I'ing4l estate we ” tes F
:ts, favourablg of many kn.uls, he app ted himselT by every | saw ic influence ot aristocrac in its most @, 4 o
erty.  Ennis. means in his power to disencumbering the | graciousTorm upon social Tile, 50 in the in- ' g
‘n; ithas the lands of middlemen and whenever a lease | stance of the Portsmouth estate we see the 2 0=
it abounds i of this class fell m he selected the most|effects of security and justice. And whntc“-‘7 “
8 inhabitants solvent occupiers, and converted them intn)\‘ makes this The more remarkable is that this

ntented , arid immediate tenants, haviug previously en-|triumph has been achieved, notwithstanding

d cabins, it i couraged them to build and improve. In | certain unfavourable circumstances, for the

b yet felt the this way he gradually diminished the A ”ﬂ-l Court of Chancery is scldom a beneficent
beg.of t

wes so much enures injurious to the estafe, and | manager, and, though the present Lord
place strikes piame& upon it a race of men fitted to be-| Portsmouth has for some tim2 paid an an-

~

7 civilzed, as come a prosperous tgnantry. The peculiar [ ndal visit to his Irish estates, where he
f comfort, of results of his management, however, are|meets the reception he deserves, the family
uth, as being seen in another direction. A native of|have been for centuries absentees, and have
‘ound by the Ulster, he encouraged the practice of the | done little personallyin the way of improve-
the neatness gale of the goodwill of farms, then just be- | ment. Here, then, we behold a more strik-
of successful ginning to grow up around, and he introduc- | ing example of the consequences of segg[igﬁ
Enniscor thy ed the system of tenant-right, and allowed | of tenure in promoting social happiness an

Portsmouth, it to flourish without restriction. Increasing | Wealt 1, and that, too, obtained to a great

» his fumily; sums were paid on the gransfer of tenancies, | extent through sgyere mulcts on the capital

classes men as the practice hecame matured into usage ; | of the tepants, for the sums paid in the pur-
8, and farm. and, notwithstanding what some persons ‘ chase of goodwill must be viewed abstracted-
ug around is would call this pernicious waste of capital, | mmm— But, besides that leases
illar manner the consequences of the seccurity obtained | have been judiciously granted, these sums
1anaged and were seen 1n a steadily-growing rental and | Have really been the price paid for confirm-
able period, in prosperity advancing unchecked. The|ing thoroughly the '8 i st for
I, 8¢ uncom- licence was extended equally to leascholds | enabling him to deal with his land with

‘amine with and to tenancies-at-will j; and it had become | confidence ; they have been the cost of es-
ating to the well-nigh a settled custom before the estate | tablishing a (umim which, in the unsettled
reen able to left the hands of the Court of Chancery.| condition of Irish_tenures, has thé granc
tsind from a The present liberal and enlightened pro-| FESUTC 0T quieling possession. In this in-
ole case cer prietor hus continued a system which ex | stance fixity of tenure has been assured for
1y impartial perience has proved to be of decided ad-|a long time by the mutual consent of all

on who can vantege ; and he has got rid, I believe, of | parties interested ; and it is very noticeable

3, unbiassed X everr viddleman, and sanctions feng ;_—li_r'ht le‘:n this has led, not only to the f\'@lllmi_ng
to the Tullest extent, with this peculiarity, | of the tenants, butto an extraordinary rise

10uth estate that he increases the security thus acquired | in the rental. Itisall very wéll for persons
and differed by his own act, for he gives leases freely and | reasoning on the mere principles of econo-
I Ireland at judiciously. The results are visible on the | mic science, without bearing in mind its
portion had fuce of the country in w&;u and | postulates, to prove that this tenant-right is
gnls under general content ; the cause 1s, as it were, | a mischief, and that the outlay made for
lus of war expressed 1n the appearance of the mud | goodwill is in the nature of a second rent,
mankind, cabins referred to, which mark the spot|and is g deduction from the just claims of

1l where a lingering middleman has, T under- | the landlord. In the abstract they a:e un-

these rural stand, until a few months azo excluded the | questionably right; but they forget that
state was influence of the chief lord. Nor is the | theirdoctrines assume that the tenants enjoys
rents, and benefit to the owner less remarkable, for | as murh security without tenant-right as he
the whole, the renwal of the Portsmouth estate has|enjoys with it, and that in the existing cir-
nig-at-will, more than_doubled within halt a century. | cumstances of Ireland, this assumption is
m / ; \\u;m.\ﬁ\\‘lml]'\' without warrant. Pure econoaic
:nt of the reminded of that noble chapter in which | reasoning, therefore, which postulates, for
Chancery, Butler exemplifies, in an ideal community, [ the applicability of its rules, a state of
an unfor- the tendencies of right to create prosperity. | society in which titles and rights under them
ty. The What makes the sight all the more striking | are well assured, does not apply, in number-
inted was ‘¥r is that Vincgarhill, the well-known scene | less instances, to the condition of things we
d ability, of a murderous conflict in 1798, H\'(EI‘]()U'\'S‘ find in Ireland, and the facts relating to the
| by him, this scene of wealth and traaquility. No l Portsmouth estate are a conspicuous illus-
1 rapidly. accuging monuments rise from the turf|tration of this truth. Kconomically, the
an inter- where the victims of that fell slaughter | tenantry on this estate, having paid large
yroprietor rest ; the ghastly fanthoms of revenge and | prices {?(')r the purchase of goodwill, in many
this par- passion have been exercised by the magic | cases, ought to have been compared with

=t spell of justice. ) the tenantry on other estates, on which the

'd.w MM”“‘T&:
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practice is not allowed, in a poor or amot
progressive state ; and, above all, the rental
* ought to have been reduced by at least the

however, 18 notoriously the fact; not only ] do, by degrees, the interests that had arisen

are the industry and prosperity of the ten-| under it, it is obvious that he would not
antry in the highest degree evident, but the 1

only be doing that which particularly would

rental of the estate has increased at a rate | be unjust, but that he would be striking a

unparalleled, I believe, in the neighbour-

hood. Does this prove that we ought to
shut up our books upon political economy,

or that tenant-right must, in the nature of

things, be a panacea for the ills of Ireland ?
Not at all; it simply proves that the.rules
of political economy are truths only under
certain well understood conditions, assumed
in all instances by the science ; and that,
in a certain state of society, tenant-right,
especially if depending on consent, may, on
the whole, have beneficial results.
The prosperity of the Portsmouth estate
is mainly the consequence of the security
obtained by the occasion of leases, and
through tenant-rizht matured into custom.
Yet it is melancholy to reflect that ghe law
of the land refuses absolutely to notice this
custom, and that its continuance depends
altogether on the sense of honour of the
lord of the soil.
judge declined to allow the value of the
tenant-right of some houses in Enniscorthy
to enter as an element in calculating the
interest of the occupier in thewm ; but though
the juty obstinately insisted on disregarding
his Lordsbip’s ruling, he was undoubtedly
justified in point of law. TLis fair creation
of prosperity, therefore, in a great measure
rests upon the will and pleasure of a single
man ; and though during the life of Lord |
Portsmouth this, morally, is a solid basis, it |
i8, in the nature of things, perishable. It is |
true, indeed, that Lord Portsmouth has add-

| blosw.at real rights of property that would
| check and blight the welfare of the estate,
[ Ought not law, therefore, to throw its sanc-
| tion over the usage which has silently grown
up, and been adjusted by mutual consent,
and to protect the tenant-right that now
exists, to the extent at least of shielding
from loss those who have invested money
on the faith of it, or who feel they have a
saleable interest? And it such ameasure
were for a time to restrict the absolute do-
minion of the landlord, and to give his
tenants a new status, would it, after all, be
| doing more than providing, in the interests
| of justice, for the continuance in a state of
| things that euists, and for making that legal
% which is maintained by usaze ? And would
| not any any honorable mind prefer to a ter-

| ritorinl phanthom that rights, created with

| his assent, should be placed under the cegis
It is not long ago that a | of law :

and would not the suspension of
the shadowy spvereignty be more than com-
pensated by the increase of property and of
substantial benefit to the proprietor that,
from analogy, would be the certain conse-
quence ? —

Lord Portsmouth, in an .admirable legter
to The Times, has explained what has been.,
from his own experience, the consequence
of gecurity of tenure. He has heen answer-
ed in a singular strain by anoble neighbour,

who expresses his “surprisu ' at several of

Lord Portsmouth’s sfalements, and seems
to think that certainty of possession is no

ed protection to the custom by granting a
very Jarge number of leases, and that the |
purchasers of the interests have thus a se- |
curity for their tenures better than reliance !
on a single existence. But, in the first|
place, from what I have heard, the sums ex- ‘

advantage to a tenant in Ireland. In my
next letter, when I shall review the general
condition of this county, I shall possibly ad-
duce some good reasons why, in the opinion
of the many landlords quoted by that noble
Lord with evident approbation, nothing is so

pended on the Portsmouth estate for tenant- [ admirable as tenancy-at-will, and ‘¢ estates
right in some instances would not be return- | are best managed without leases.”” In the

ed to those who gave them within the
period during which they hold, even in the
case of considerable terms, unless the cus-
tom were to continue; and this certainly
would not occur in the case of terms of
brief duration or of the few existing tenan-
cies-at-will.  Assuming, therefore, that
Lord Portsmouth’s successor should disre-
gard the established usage on the faiih of
which these outlays have been made, a cer-
tain number of his tenantry would unques-

meantime, I would ask Lord Courtown, on

the supposition that the Irish tenant has the
ordinary instincts of human nature, how he
| can imagine that a precarious can be as
| conductive as a durable tenure to the true
well-being of landed property?
leases do not necessarily assure the pros-
perity of an estate, no more than food of
the very best kind inevitably causes perfect
health.
concession of leases in Ireland many years

No doubt

No doubt, too, the indiscrimate

tionably be exposed to loss, and they weuld

appeal in vain to the law as it stands.: If

| the successor, moreover, as would be his
interest upon the capital sunk in giving | right, were rudely to violate the now recog.
The contrary, | nized custom, and to squeeze out as he could
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ago coincided with much loss to the land-
lords, and with decided injury to the country,
for it led to the development of middlemen,
and the multiplication of a pauper popula-
tion, when the sudden rise of prices, conse-
quent on the war, created rapidly a wide
difference between the rents and returns of
land, and thus encourged wholesale sub-
letting. But that leases, under proper con-
ditions, and in the ordinary circumstances
of society, have, as compared to tenancy-at-
will, a direct tendency to promote improve-
ment, is a proposition that I think self-evi-
dent. How much would Lord Courtown lay
out on the town house he Hires as a yearly
tenant, even though he believed that he
should remain in possession for some un-
known period beyond his contract? Were
ihe pa!aces of Grosvenor and Belgrave

squares built on long leases or on tenancies-

o?.L

w?_ AZV%«A éaw«;’ o3

war, and which continued in Ireland during
Tany years, had a result of exactly the same
kind ; landlords, ever hoping for the return
of good times, were disinclined to _fetter

their properties by giving interests that, in
the ac%ual state of the market, would yield
only small rents. In the third place, the
wonderlul changes that have occurred ginge
1846 in Ireland have becn adverse to the
concession of leases ; landlords have natur-
ally hesifated to tie themselves down when
society was in g state of gradual revelution,
these cases, however, are but trivial
compared to tke paramount cause which has
been truly indicated by Lord Portsmouth.
Before ihe great crisis ot 1826-29 the ten-
antry of Ireland—then but slowly emerging
from the state of servitude in which centurj

of misrule and oppression had left them—
voted usually in accordance with their land-

at-will, depending on the caprice of the
round landlord? What 18 the use of re-
mns that go straight to the
common sense of mank'na, unless sophisti-
cmw‘;ejudice, or some

lords’ _wishes—at least consented to be
driven_like_sheep to the polling-booths a¢
their_superiors’ _manda'es. DBut since the
time that the Clare election broke down

| permanently this unjust ascendency, and a
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sinister influence ? And what, in this matteg | manlier spirit has grown up among thec&.ucyo

of Irish tenures, is the concurrent testimony
on this point ot every competent and candid
inquirer ? Arthur Young, that most intel-
ligent (:riticmmclmed, as he went
through Ireland, that

went together. The

industry and
evon_Compmission,
even at the time when the effects of ong

middlemen leases were apparent, placed on
record its judgment that moderate leases in

A0
Ireland ongk y be_encouraged. And a
most fair-minded and able Catholic Prelate,
who had given remarkable attention to the
subject, all but demonstrated in 1865 to a
Parliamentary Committee on this question

that the gradual diminution of leases in
Ireland had been one main cause of her slow
p s " e,
social progress.
shall not, at present, examine at length

the causes that have reduced the number of

leaseholds in Ireland in an extraordinay way, |

have substituted for them tenancies-at-will,
and have produced the insecurity of tenure
that exists, I reserve this and similar ques-
tions fpr the general review of thé landed
.aysten{;

a futu

occasion. Here, howaver, I shall

ave co-operated in inducing this unfortanate
Tesult. 1n the first place, the sudden rise of
rents that was an incident of the great war
with France, and that

people, this state of things has by degrees
| changed ; and in by far the greater part of
Ireland the autocracy of the landlords has
passed away.  This order, however, have
not unnaturally—they have really had much
provocation to hear—endeavoured to mein-

Apusels

| tain their waning authority; and, beyonth
all question, the oxl»o(livnt they have em- ¢
| ployed has been a general withholding Of’éj,

| notorious to_everyone who has studied the L

‘ !zrotlmr peer should have ventured on
contradiction.

a faf

[

!

‘ — Wexrorp, Sep. 25.

| leases in order to leep their tenants in_sub- ¢ an g
| jection, ' Lord Portsmouth asserted what 18('«“‘zf't
| subject, that *‘ for political causes Irish land-
[lords 1n.too many cases refuse to grant
| leages.” T am gt a lossto compr OW & ?

-

|  The road from Enniscorthy to Wexford

over a succession of dry and thin uplands,

ancient and

of Ireland which I hope to make on | riges from the fertile valley of the Slaney

le now observe that four circumstances | whénce descending, it crosses the river and
historic town.

\xeaclu's this
Wexford, lying on the estuary of the Slaney,

hios2 ¢ LAY 4 .
here spread out in a vast sheet of

gea, was

It

led to middlemen and | once a place of very great importance.
andlords on every | was one of the first harbours occupied by
e

ub letting, discouragec
ground o# selfish interest, and even enlight- | the Anglo-Norman conquerors of Ireland ;

ened prudence, from binding their estates by
granting leases. In the second place, the

collapse of prosperity which followed the

during several centuries colonists from

England ‘made it a favourite point for de-
barcation ; and it is associated sadly with
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he invasion ot Cromwell, and with the re-
bellion of 1798. The town seems at a very
early period to have reached nearly its
existing lin:its ; its trade issaid to have been
considerable as long ago as the 16th century ;
and several quaint old dwellings attest the
rosperity of a past generation of burghers,
'he gradual closing up, however, of the
Qntrm%cc to the port by a dangerous bar,
which prohibits the approach of large
vessels, an e change 1n t t

the daysof the Tudors, have reduced Wex-
ford from its former state, and it is now ap-
parently a stationary town ot parrow streets
and squareslated houses, without many
evidences of wea'th or industry. I believe,
showever, that the merchants ot Wexford are
{hriving and opulent as a class ; the shadows
of past greatness hang over the place; and,
to compare small things with great, it re-
minded me ot Bristol, though you miss the
crescents and villas of Clifton. [ wasstruck
by the almost complete &
pames on the fronts of the shops; those
most frequently seen Dbelong to the _old

ra quent 0
‘ (,' Norman families settled here by Strongbow ;
and the men of Wex!ord boast to this day of

being an Anglo-Norman colony. The
most remarkable event 1n the annals of the
town is the jmassaere, certainly of aun atro- |

2 e_centres ©
English commerge which Fas occurred since ( dividual character.

sence of Celtic I
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THE LAND QUESTION

overlook the haven filled two centuries ago
by the Puritan fleet—an eloquent mrmento
of the unwisdom of forcing upon a reluctant
people institutions and usages unfitted to
them.

Having travelled over a great part of
Wexford, I can give a general description of
the county. This south-eastern fragment of
Ireland is marked off clearly by natural
boundaries, which in ancient times were
likely to stamp it with a distinctive and in-
To the north and west

it is fenced strongly by ranges of mountains
|and the line of the Barrow; to the south
| and east it is open to the sea, snd its proxi.
mity to Wales and the south of England,
| brought it singularly under English in-
fluences inthe early age of settlement and
| conquest. This region was probably Angli-
| cized and freed from the inroads of the abo-
|riginal race during the whole of the feudal
[period of Ireland; it was comparatively at
| peace in the days of the Tudors ; and though
it was swept by the Cromwellian tempest,
its social organization and structure were
Jnotbmken up by that vast revolution. The
|result has been, not only that Wexford is
more penetrated, perhaps, hy Eng 1sh ele-
‘ments than any other district in Ireland, but
fRat, not as Tn the case of the o'd Pale gen.

erally, these have had scope for natural de-

am»y‘x cious character, said to have been pg»mg-‘volopment, and to affect powerfully during

belts

P agoa

. received them from eye-witnesses;so few,after |

trated by the ordeis of Cromwell. The local |
tradivions about this deed of blood are still ;
“numerous and significant; and as those rela- |
ting to the *‘siege of 1793" are not remark-
able, though comparatively recent, we may
infer that the first scene of violence was of |
a peculiarly fearful kind. [ conversed with |
a gentleman who well remembers an aged |
priest who in early childhood heard tales of |
the massacre from old inhabitants who had |
all may be the links that connect the present ‘,
with that memorable period of subjugation |
and settlement in Ireland. One phrase of |
the Protector has been handed down as|
being, in a special manner, horrible ; he is
said to have commanded that even the child-
ren of the Catholics of Wex{ord should not
e spared,
ice."”” ~This does not accord with the char- 1
acter of Cromwell, a great soldier and ruler, |
though a fanatic; but he certamly, on |
almost the same occasion, avowed a polic
of similar import, and which has equally
proved fruitless. He wrote, in a letter still
extant, to the commandant of a fort not far
from Wexford, that where the ¢ power of |
the Parliament could be felt there should not
be either mass or Popery.”’ At this moment
wo ' Catholic churches of exquisite beauty

T T “
Test those eggs might grow into |

‘nnd thin, and 80 18 that ol

many generations the mould and general
form of society. It is impossible not to see
from the look of the le that {his 18 not
fhe Tand of the Celt. One part of the
county 18 occupied by a colony to this day
compos:d almost wholly of a different race;
and the comparative order that has prevailed
here durinz many ages has had the effect of
making the relations of life more kindly than
usually i3 the case in Ireland, and of diffusing
a spirit of independence and content, As
regards the external f2atures of Wexford, it
is a tract broken by lofty hills, and often
rising into spaces of uplands, swelling here
and there into irregular eminences, with
valleys Letween, enriched and watered by
fine rivers and their numerous affluents.
The soil of the hill country is generally light
most of the low-
lands; but along thf\ lines of some of _t__Ee
streams breadths of meadow land and pas-
.PLE are found of gredT, 1 not extraordinary,
ertility. If nutulltmowever, 1a8 been less
l)ounn;ul in this than in other divisions of
Ireland, the influence of man has been more
felicitous.

Taken altogether, the agricul-
ture_of Wexford is of a good kjﬁﬁ; the
mry is generally prosperous ;
and I have seen, as vet, no county in Ire-
land in which comfort appears to be so dif-
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fused through all the grades of society. ‘\ quality of the Jand, I think that the rate of
You pass by, not only beautiful seats|rentin Wexford is on a high average; but
adorned with the signs of luxury and|though eard some complaints of rack
wealth, but often admirably appointed {arm- | rents, this was not anywhere a g(‘lnm'x.ﬂ
steads; and though rows of mud cabins are 1 grievance, The landed system of this
gometimes seen, the houses and dwellings of | county, although resembling in some re-

he poorer classes aré not seldom smrvuim‘l | spects that of other counties visited by me,
neat and trim. Compared to Meath, whlcﬁ ‘ has, nevertheless, what is good so promi-
\eat ang trin

in many respects forms a very remarkable
standard of comparison, Wexford is a deci-
dedly progressive county. The live stock of
Wexford, like that of Meath, increased at
the rate of about 50 per cent. between 1841
and 1861; but while the agricultural area
of Meath, from 1855 to 1868, diminished at
the rate of 17 per cent,, that of Wexford
diminished at the rate of 3 per cent. only.

nent, and what is bad so little in sight, that
it may be said to work tolerably well,
though theoretically far from perfect. The
line between the owner and occupier of the
soil is nearly that between Protestant and
Catholic, but resident landlords are very
numerous; they are, speaking generally,
fair in their dealings, and the relations be-
tween them aund their tenants are, for the

tlement and
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It deserves peculiar notice that this striking | most part, of a kindly character On
difference coincides with two different types | many estates gracious customs exist, almost
of husbandry. On an area of 576,000 acres, | unknown in other counties, that knit to-
Meath has 2,443 farms rated at the value of | gether the frame of society more tho
£50 and upwards; whereas, on an area of | roughly than mere legislation can—what is
571,000 acres, Wexford has only 1,296 farms | a ligature compared to a muscle ?—and the
of this size, and is generally a county of |intercourse of superior and dependent is
rather small holdings. often liberal, equitable and honourable, As
The condition af gociety in Wexford may | the natural resalt of this state of things,g
te pronounced to be, on the whole, prospe- l there is, practically less insecurity of tenu PrYIV Y .
rous, exceedingly so if we contrast it with the | in this county than in_many others. Lease-
condition of some other parts of Ireland. | holds are still comparatively frequent; and
Not, of course that there is not ynuch pov-| I met numerous instances of what, at one
erty— it is, unfortunately, a truth too con-|time, was a tenure very cornmon in Ireland
firmed by experience that the poor must be | —leases for three

lives or 31 years. On .
y e ) ‘ three Lives or 3L_years <
always in the laad— but thatin the order |the whole, the elements o society in W) ex-M

. 0 | o .
and relations of life you do not often meet | ford are more happily blended than I found

with those steep differences of comfort, | them to bé 18tric 1ave yet seen.
character, and even tone of thought which | The relative position of landlord and tenant
in many places are so marked and grievous. | is largely udurue«ll by mutual goodwill, and
Th- wages of the agricultural labourér vary \“(hc results are visible in general progress,
from 08, to 10s. a week : they are tolerably | in signs of content that cannot be mistaken,
constant through the year, and, as he enjoys } in & remarkable look of inde e g
considerable privileges ot lodging and firirg | self-reliance among
on some estates, he is usually in a reasop- ‘ e causes of this comparative felicity I
p good position. The rent of land is | cannot doubt are that society in Wexford is
exceedingly variable, on account of the | founded upon a colony which took rcot in
varied nature of the soil ; and it is notice- | the land at a very remote period, and safe
able that it has advanced comparatively | from war and discords of race, grew up
little during the long lapse of neurly a cen- | naturally, und formed itself gradually into
tary. In the days of Arthur Young it had |a well-compacted and settled community.
reached 35s. an Irish acre for the Dest soils, \This is the distinctive difference between
about 6s. or 6s. being paid for the worst; | this county and other Anglicized portions
at the time of the Devon Commission it|of Ireland; heve order had an opportunity
stood at about 50s. and 10s. ; and with the | of development; in these the fair chance
exception of a few favoured spots, it has|was never found; and though Cromwell
not rigen much since 1844. The cause of | confiscated a part of Wexford, his settle-
this relatively slow advance is, probably, \ ment did not greatly disturb a condition of
that three generations ago Wexford was in /| things that had become established. At all
much more settled state than most ofgfimes landlords and tenantsin Wexford have,
the other counties of Ireland which have | comparatively speaking, ‘‘pulled well to-
since grown more rapidly in wealth, apd|gether,” of course putting exceptions aside;
that it bad then a command cf good markets | and it deserves notice that not a few gentle-
almost closed to the interior of the country. | men of large estate and ancient descent
Taken altogether, and having regard to the | threw in their lot with that of their depend-
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ents in the unhappy rebellion of 1798. Yet | for these evil days "have no ‘doubt it

] . 20 e . S . ' !

it must not be supposed that everything | would delight the shade of Lord Courtown's
in Wexford is to be painted in a roseate hue, | Cromwellian ancestor, who lighted upo

and that there is no land question even in | rich forfeiture in the time i S0 ‘p 4

e : b s ! 4 rfeiture in the times when * trans.

this county. I have heard of some painful | planting Papists to Connaught, to clear th

cases of evictions, and have read lamentable | the heritage of the elect,” ol ; '

1 3 8 3 . ng av . hi L )

descriptions of th‘u‘n, but as 1 have not got | but it seems rather absolute to a generation

to the bottom of facts, distorted evidently | which, I trust, looks bey i S aFeifa f

b s : ‘ ) , looks beyond the strife of

y passionate state ments, I shall make no | creeds to a precept simple, grand, and di

fu_rther allusions to them. In this county, | vine—*This ounmluudmcnt, Ihle'n'é "( tlh

with many excepuons, all that has been |love one another.” ) FOu 30

done to improve the soil—and what has 1 i 4 o . .

. P o bos bee llltt has l‘Ceni Being at Wexford I paid a visit, as &

is very praiseworthy—has reen the w()rk_ of | matter of course, to Barry and Forth, two

the occupying tenantry; and thus an im- | well-known divisions of the county th:;t ex

mense muss of 1|:fl.us of property, in the |press, in a very perfect form, the general

most strict and legitimate sense, 18 protected | characteristics of this ]nrt’ of I’;elan:]

7 o merely by local usage, very ﬂrong indeed, | These baronies as long ago as the time oi'
2 but without legal sanction. ll}ough lease- | Strongbow were, settled by a colony fr

holds; too, are not uncommon in Wexford, | Pembroke o N “YT“ Y Zrom

and tenures are really tolerably . LURS) composed of ~Anglo-Normans

ures are really tolerably secure, the | and Flemings, the aboriginal race having

number of tenancies-at-will is too _great and | been extruded. The ¢ m

I am sorry to say, 1s on_the ease. My | i the l i8¢ GRS lastho e

nf i y ‘l)’i l_____LIL‘c_‘_‘IﬁEl_ My |selves in the land, and, fenced by the sea

oA, information, an 1ave (;l)ll ected 1t from |and a range of hills, became a separate and

numerous sources, not withoat care s | peculis o

, . s ot i(:zl lé‘t) f‘;l lf’ 1'1‘ (‘”t‘:, Qggg_i yeculiar people that has never its dis-

QQ_L_D_S..&Lh uf Lord Courtown 8 assertion, | tinctive character. They flourished under

that no We;iord landlord - has withhe'd | their feudal lords, and, united to tt b

%eases from his tenantry for the sake of ‘‘po-| that strong tie which 1;1“(1~ all f)\l] o 1))

itical influence.”’ A gentleman wi el o o oinds all 1eliow-colo-

| influence A gentleman with pecu- | nists together, they formed a_sturdy

liar local experience has told : and
> ence has me that, | pr , v . :

c at, | prosperous cbmmunity wmoulded oy s -
though such instances are rare, some We\'.‘ ed on. 8 forty:

b, la n ' 2 wotv ’- g n .
ford landlords who take an active partin : cn:Zrtcd)em?r :3‘:“‘(3" tll(;‘l“jml\'mgm“ i
e]gctions at least do not give leages ; and, as | conquerors l\\'vro not '\lljllc ‘:l\ sl; uak te-
might have been expected, (“onscr'.'utivgiﬁxea usages of the 1i‘ttle Cljinlfllall;';? lt?e
landlords are more conspicuous T this tend- | and in a short time tiwy c«)n!orme;imfmt;il‘
ency than those of TLiberal and popular| So the 17th century passed away 'm(lOA -]telm.'
Frmmp_les. Lord Courtown, having pub-| Young, when he saw them in lfxyu‘]ﬁtl ]1 -mll
icly d]rect(fd attention to this mode of | with enthusiasm om their ‘s ey
mansging his estates, I have paid particular | dustry,” on their ‘‘ better “vhw{'}ll”e"i“’: b.
attention to the subject, and [ am happy to | itations,”’ on their “’S-;xun lang J-m _'hul)-
report that by reputation he is an honour- | their ¢ quiet’” and lml"pincss‘mhmge, od

¥ ¢ AT RLTTR [ iravelled
able and kind-hearted man, and that his|through the baronies tor miles, and was

g;:‘?er:l)' : }m‘s a_ prosperous appearance. | really delighted with what I saw This
a | e 10 ( ¢ s | . 1 | i :
g delr 1e (ls,l 10] ut Trseldom crants lonsos.: | community, after the Japse of centuries, re-
‘n though he )olxgj.vs, of course, that his | tains clearly its individual mark; it !
«political influence’ has nothing to do with | colony on the ver ftl } ation,
this insecurity of tenure have been led Tl ; “\ N \Uglv “l b et
] ure, [ have be 3 he race has regularly intermarried withi
H urity of ten 1 ‘ : t0 | The 1 g 3 rried within
;Orznvg(mte mm}t;amn, Jord_Courtown, | itself; Anglo-Norman and Flemish names
: over, it would appear, adopts means | abound; the men and women have n
hqr assuring sympathy in religion between | Celtic features ; their dialect I should ﬁ
is tenants and himself which a degener ingli patoi i W ; N
E t enerate | an Englis} g / i
: ; g [ glish patois. 3
age will hardly applaud. s M o
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‘. f- 8 ognized agent annources that The land 1 wnerally rath g '
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appearance of the dwellings is very striking ;
here and there you s2e excellent_ s]z}[ed
houses, but the most common habitations
are ancient homesteads, thatched with ex- |
quisitely finished roofs of straw, and brilli-|
ant with repeated layers of whitewash. T|
entered many of these pleasant homes, and |
was charmed with the degrees of comfort
evident, with the old clocks, the tidy f\“j”i"
ture, the quantities of linen, lh(j pru}':ulmg
cleanliness. I never saw anything like the
whole district. imagine 1t may 1A
768 counterpart in some counties in Eng-
land in the last century,before the gv

Ma//zu.l Crcetas

property, nay, by an enlarged apppreciation
of them, it is possible to amend the landed

| system of Ireland so as to bring it in har,

mony with fact and right, and to inaugurate
for it a better future, But let us not imagine
that human legislation can accomplish re-{
sults beyond its power, can suddenly trans-
form the country into a region that wears
the look of industry and wealth conspicuous
in this most interesting district. Society in
Ireland has not had the chance of expanding
into these fair proportions ; its natural
growth has been violently disturbed; and
you might as well expect by an Act of Par-

of small farms.
at are the 7, of

this fragment ct a happy , let
into the unlovely frame of society in Ireland ?
These people are, with hardly an exception,
Catholics ; so the offensive theory is at fault
resolves all the ills of Ireland into

¢ Popery.”” I do not unz]wrv:tlue the influ-
fence of race ; yet parts of Meath, where, as
{a rule, the peasantry are miserably poor,
\nay not be Anglicized than these
aronies, The farmers in Bargy and Forth
epjoy security of tenur
gud have In numerous instances Jeases ;
T am not, I hope, so shallow as to think that

)(:_;lpital and manufactures broke up the system

less

; this circumstance fully solves the problem.

The paramount cauge, I cannot doubt, is|{f
that, in this instance, as so seldom has been
the case in other parts of this country, the

natural progress of the community has
udely checked or thrown

never

ages of feuds and evil discord. TIn this in-
stance, as has been Wf\nutifully written,
“Society which springs from the soil, and
forms itself by the tillage of land, training
its people to thrift and industry, ripening
by centuries of time, and binding all orders
and inequalities of rich and poor. master and
servant, together in mutual dependence,
mutual justice, and mutual charity, making
even the idle to be thrifty and the powerfui
to be compassionate—this growth of human
happiness and ¢rder has become symmetrica
umi mature”’ by a series of accidents in the
district, Long may the little commonwealth
flourish, long may it be before the hand of
time brings change on these peaceful and
happy homes, and when it does may it
gradually evolve some higher and better
form of existence !  Unhappil
development of humanify 1s too rare
foundin"Treland, and this leads e to make
asingle remark with reference to the Irigsh
Land Question that no doubt has occurred
to athoughtful reader. Tam one of those
who are convinced that, without any crganic
change, without any shock to the rights of

e to a great extent, |
yet |

Pliament to cure rapidly the varied mischiefs‘;

§ that flow unhappily fron: this state of things

as to restore by the spell of a quack medi-
cine a diseased cripple to the full strength of
manhood.
hope for wonders,

Acrarianism has long been unknown in

this_county, anl Fenianism took root in

it. rere 13, howaver, some agitation for

¢ fixity of tenure '’ and a State-settled rent ; 7

and ‘“ tenant-right”’ is demanded by a cer-
tain number of persons, some of eminent
position and rank. The feeling, neverthe-
less, for change is as nothing compared to
what it is in less peaceful and well-ordered
districts ; there is no general antipathy to
the law, no sense of pervading t]im'ontent,
the more dangerous Quse v

complaints of widespread wrong and oppres-
gion. I.conversed with farmers of all
grades, and many of them declared them-
selves well satisfied with the existing order
of things around them, or said that “fair
leases were all that was wanted.” Thne fact
8 that in this county the landed classes as

the rights of the landlozds, with few excep-
tions on either side; the usages of the
country are very seldom \"mlutc'd ; and the
tenantry, conscious of comparative socurity
in the majority of instances, do not yield to
extravagant or revolutionary ideas. Yet
this county, now so contented and tranquil,
was the gcene of come of the worst atrocities
m 17 8, and the question occurs lo a
Mhoughtful mind, what has been the cause
of this moral transformation in the briel
space of two generations? Strange as it
may seem, I believe that phenomena, appar-
ent'ly of the most different kind, may be
traced ultimately to the same circumstances,
the peculiar character of the people of
Wexford, and the tendencies gradually
formed among them. A race, made of
rather stern stuff, proud, independent, and

intensely Catholic, would naturally resent

it gl s Asfilss”
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Let us do what we can and not<
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a general rule are united by the sense of , =
mutual esteam; the landlor s 1espect the{%
rights of the tenants, and the tenants respect :
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s : : . come hir as a resid
the insults offered to its faith in the times of | he attributed too much of the prosperity of [l (ther good results

the Penal Code, and would not submit | his estate to the manner in which it is 8 would draw his cont
tamely to the excess of licence, of outrage, | managed; I maintain that for an estate to fore from Nis oW
and of abuse of authority indulged in by the | be prosperous not only must it be well man- @l 5/ The infor matio
“loyalist” faction of Wexford in 1798.!aged, but it must be well tenanted, and, I our cbedie!
The same race, in a happier age, and under | should add, chould possess, the elements of

a better condition of things, would in- | prosperity in the shape of\ patural advant. Courtown House,
stinctively follow the habits of industiy, of | ages; Lord Portsmouth and your Comthis.

gelf-reliance and of self-respect which have | sioner brought forward the palaces of Gros-
been its fortunate heritage from the past; | venor and Belgrave squares as instacces of s
would vindicate for itself, by peaceful means, | what security of tenure weould do, your N¢
its natural rights in the relations of property, | Commissioner being good enough to hint

would by its own firmness place society on | that my common sense was * sophisticated

a comparatively just and sound basis. or perverted by prejudice, or some sinister The road from

- R influence,” in not perceiving that without ascends {rom the es
security of tenure they could not have bee er series 0
TO THE EDITOR. bailfs ‘of conrsé thc?’ ond tt ll ‘;et cen [ traverses a serics
. . . Lt s y could not, but to se eVlantly in sma
Sir,—As your Special C{)ljr(_eSpondent has, | curity of tenure must be added other causes there some fine co
in his letter of the 21st, criticized a letter of | betore such splendid results are arrived at ; to the left the ran
mine to you on the lnué question, in answer | . :

y . 3 ‘ for instance, 1t is probable that Lord Ports. jarvned like a Spani
to one of Lord Portsmouth’s on *the same | mouth's building leases are at least as liberal ol

ies of Ba
subject, I hope you will afford me space for | to their covenants as Lord Westmingter’s ; ?oﬁ‘:;‘i‘:}:l“t EZ);-) the
reply. Your Correspondent says that I yet all the result is a thriving little town. I ;l;mt doubtless, cor
quote ‘“ with evident approbation” the opi-| and my family have given building leases deslin in the dista
nion of my landlords that ‘ estates are best | and laid out money in this seighbeuihiood tion y After passin
managed without leases ;' butif he will look | and all the result is a thriving litle village. loulre&A(‘h s countr
again at my letter he will see that I express-| Estate management and a certain agountiof fn which the pei
ed no opinion, but stated my own practice | enterprise have been employed in each case Imher Jess prosperc
to be to give leases, when asked, for 21 | the results varying according to local advan- ?ord ﬂ,(;mh I coul
years, or when the tenant proposes to make | tages. The necessity for individual energy od d!lSlin('(:l“)'\- So
a large outlay in building for 31 years, with | is well exemplified 1‘)}, the cases of Belfast plgmmt cuddenly b
security for his outlay at the expiration.of | and Cork; in the absence of evidence to the \le oi‘ the Lay
his lease, I may state further, that, Having | contrary we may assume thot property is :”‘ "ym. New Ross
some building land, I give leases for 99 € ety !

held on the same tenure in both cities ; na-
years. My opinion is in'accordance with | tural advantages are notoriously in favour
my practice. I think that, except in parti- | of Cork. Nevertheless, the citizens of Bel-
cular cases, it is more satisfactory for land- | fast have at their own cost enlarged their
lords and for tenants that these leases should | harbour to accommodate their r;hipping
be granted, but I would not force them on | while those of Cork are for ever crying t0
tenants content to be without them. My | Government for national assistance to utilize of a thousand tor
reagon for answering Lord Portsmouth's | their noble harbour. What is true in estate z their cargoes upon
letter was that I thought he had fallen into | management I believe also to be true with ' i

istak d had, I i PRIV wenty miles from
two mistakes, and had, [ am sure, uninten- | regard to legislation on the laud question. thl iy e vizat
tionally and through misinformation, done

tionall ( Before we can_expect prosperity in Irel tom New Ross
injustice to others, many of whom are my |The Taw of land tenure mu's‘t*hﬂ_gmll Waterford, and dul
peighbouwnnd friem‘]s. His 1_“5‘ mistake, \ think the Taw 15" capable of consuIe?ach im- touched b’y the b
in my opinion, was his ‘mtr'lmtmg to many “ provement; I shall be very glad to see it wooded lowland, d
landlords that they refusei leases for the | improved, and more security given by law fine mansions, and
sake of political influence. Your Commission- | to the tenant for ilrlpl'U\'nlxﬂn;s but that adioe }‘miq througl
er states that Lord Portsmouth's assertion | alone will not give us prusperfty without 1? do;y\ i the
is notoriously true ; that it may have been 8o | corresponding exertion on the part of the gocial m‘
once is, perhaps, true, and that a few indi- | tenants, and still further I maintain that, that th’s landscape
viduals may still do so I admit, but I main- | whatever be our laws, and whatever our ed varieties of
tain it to be a popular delusion that any con- | exertions, we cannct expect to arrive at the alread adverted—
siderable number of the l‘“leTd'ﬂ who Yrefer same wealth and prosperity as other lands of thz wealthy 1
that their tenants should be without leases | blessed with more sunny skies and greater homes of a peasant
are actuated by a domre for {Iolmcal influ- | mineral wealth, As this'correspondonce has closed the whole m
ence. I gave reasons for my belief and ask

for proofs to the contrary before I change

rominently before the public, I would beg a sail appears on
it. rggve to_point t0 his_Loi ] ife i
The second mistake which I think Lord point out to his Lordship that it that life is not qu

" Ko wanis one more house on if, with himself ounding C
Portsmouth made was that, in my opinion, | Tor 18 occupant, All lnalos woaldrasl. AfterJr g

e abgelnLneattinl !
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OF IRELAND.

come him as a resident among us. Amon
other good results I would expect that he
would draw his conclusions on Irish subjects
more from his own observation and less
from the information of others,
our cbedient servant,
CovrTOWN.
Courtown House, Gorey, Ireland, Oct. 2,

NO. XVI.
Warerrorp, Sep. 30.

The road from Wexford to New Ross
ascends {rom the estuary of the Slaney, and
traverses a series of light uplands, laid out
evidently in small holdings, with here and
there some fine couniry seats. You leave
to the left the ranzse of hills, notched and
jagged like a Spanish sierra, that culs off the
communities of Bargy and Forth from the
inhabitants of the rest of the county, and
that, doubtless, contributed to shape tl!eir
destiny in the distant age of their coloniza-
tion. After passing the villaze of Taghmon
you reach a country rather more fertile, yet
in which the peasantry appeared to me
rather Jess prosperous than those near Wex-
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Barrow and the Suir unite in their onward

ourseé 1o tce sea, the signs of industry sud-
denly increase ; craft of all kinds often meet

the eye, and you feel yourself on

a highway
of commerce. Having hastened by a beau-

[Tiful succession of villa-like seats and trim

enclosures, divided by the now animated
river, you see the roofs and spires of a large
town open from a fine and broad reach, and
you are soon landed on the magnificent quay
that skirts the whole length of the city of
Waterford,

ough one of the most ancient cities in
Ireland, Waterford has not many features of
interest. The ruins of its feudal walls and
bastions and of its once celebrated religious
houses have been effaced by the hand of
time ; and, strange to say, its most vener-
able structure, perhaps t

the, oldest stone

building in the kingdom, 18 not, even 5. a

day, a ruin. This 18 the round tower of

Reginald the Dane, said to have seen tlnejm‘é
first years of the eleventh century, and to ",
have been‘the place where Eva, tﬁe dauhg-

ter of the Celtic chief of Leirster, gaV

her hand to Earl Strongbow, the Norman
conqueror, a marriage intended in good

faith to have been the pledge of a union-of

races, but that, in its policy and its results,

ford, though I could not trace a very mark-
ed distinction. Some miles further on you
descend suddenly by a steep incline to the
valley of the Barrow, and light on a little
- town of New Ross, hanging on the slope of
a hollowed eminence, and thence slanting
down to the side of the river. New Ross,
though a stirring and busy place; has not
flourished as you might have expected from
its extmor(li;mry natural advantages; it is
still only a small seat of trade, though ships
of a thousand tons burden can discﬂarge
+ their cargoes upon 1ts quay at a distance of
twenty miles from the sea, and though the
Barrqw is navigable a long way upwards.
rom New Ross I went by steamer to
Waterford, and dull is the mind that is not
touched by the beautiful scene of richly-
wooded lowland, dotted in many places by
fine mansions, and over-topped by pictur-
esque hills, through which the stately stream
glidgs down to the ocean. A student of the
social state of Ireland will not fail to notice
that th's landscape, too, presents the mark-
ed varieties of culture to which I have
already adverted—the large parks and farms
of the wealthy below; above, the little
homes of a peasantry that has gradually en-
closed the whole mountain side ; and he will
observe, with a feeling of regret, that hardly
a sail appears on the watery expanse, m_ld
that life is not quick and stirring upon it,
After Tounding Cheek Point, where the

reminds the student of history sadly of the
nuptials, in a subsequent age, of the Indian
Princess and the Virginian settler. The
existing town is beautifully situated oo a
strip of land on the righ k of the Suir,
here flowing grandly between shelving cliffs ;
but, with the exception of its fine quay, and
of a conspicuous, though heavy-looking,
cathedral church, it has few objects to at-
tract a stranger. Though it is the terminus
of two long lines of railway, and its noble
roadstead seems to invite commerce, Water-

ford is not a_particularly thriving place ; its
feeblo @%@_c_uxes ave disappeared, its
| population has rather diminigé—gla: and its
exports, imports, and even shipping, have
not increased rapidly of late years. It is
not my purpose to dwell at length on the
general state of the adjoining county. In
outline and the quality of its §oil it bears a
certain resemblance__t‘l(:_TVaV_g_xafgﬁm
Foundaries are not as boldly defined; it is

more divided by mountain ranges, and the

land is, on the wﬁole, poorer. The material f
condition_of the inhabitants resembles that

of the greater part of this ntiox;\—btlhat in, o Lol )i
since the last twenty years remarkable pro- 2=~ g
gress has been made ;y nothing like general -
distress exists, and there is a fair amount of

social prosperity. Disc?gaent, however, i3
ng ; agood deal of agitation pre-

not wanti
vailg f0 %xit f te and_a mazimum of
and tﬁougﬁ agrarian crime 1s at pre-
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‘( sent unknown, the Fenian movement was in | ajcountry, and in the last century to have
P 4.( places active. The landed system of the {put off the evil associations of Protestant .djnsting the proper
county, on the whol® preseng The pheno- | ascendancy, and it has been long distin Jll thincs not, as was
mena I have repeatedly noticed—the same gmsﬁea Tor liberal sentiments and kindly and lmd%oi'dS, by inhu
separation of ciasses info_sects, the same | genuine sympathy with the people.  Its J firced emigration,
classing of law and fact, the same monopoly | members, however, were usually absentees @l ' ,re natural proc
of rights by the landlords, the same want of | until a comparatively recent {)eriod; but roved completely |
protection for the rights of the tenauts; | after the events of 1846 the head of the P‘mmo'n'i;—he—f%_u
and the results are, essentially, the sime— | House has lived regularly on his Irish estate ?ing the terrible cri
that is, the landlord as a body respects the | some months in each year, and has devoted |l .ious employment,
usage which alone defend the tenant, but | peculiar attention to it. I drove over a discourage emigratic
pendents quitted the

occasionally harsh men disregard them. | large part of the property, and was greatly
notice to_quit was
Jamily was_capricio

Those who have read De Tocqueville's ac- | pleased with much that I saw. From a

M eee scount of France before 1789 will easily un- | gray square mansion with the adjoining park,
. erstand how, in this state of thiags, the Teans his poorer t
from the shock of tl

a scene of cultivated taste and refinement [
gradual increase of prosperity itself will | passed into a village close by, a special

w—— quicken the elements of dissatisfaction ;| object of the care of the proprietor. The M .o the rpiddlemen’s

// how, as the peasantry rise in the social | neat houses and cleanly streets had a look M gealt djfectly with

scale, they feel more acufely the injusiice “eateddthem in th

The monld and orgu

Yo wh ot thriving ease, and comfort; but what

* « o whiCh they are exposed by the law as it | struck me most were the dense rows of well-
thus never rudely b
glowly transformed

fmgi. Not, however, that Waterford, re- | built and wellslated labourets’ cottages,
% Tatively to others, can be pronounced a pro- | tokens of abundant and constant employ-
gressive county. The value of its lige stock | ment. From the village I went, by roads laced upon & mo
has advanced at the rate of 44 pér cent. |smooth as a floor, along a succession of trim Y}essborou"h estate
A only between 1841 and 1861, its agricultural | farms, all in a state of admirable cultivation, holdings There beir
area having lessened more than a tenth [until I reached a higher tract of land, where 20 000” ;cr(\s two {
Nace o from 1855 to 1868, and this certainly will | you met repeatedly the little homestead and £2’00’ and 437 tenar
to £2, and 170 lit
pominal rent of £1

4&0&; %r 8 wrm___lg_ljggn with the state of | plot of ground of the humble peasant, each,
munity, however, i

. ItTTs noticeable, too, that the | nevertheless, improved and in order. Af

{ftmz &)Pulntion of Waterford has as to that of | last, from the top of a swelling eminence,
and, instead of pres:
would insist that it v

exford decreased in the proportion of 86 | commanding a prospect of rare beauty, the

Wto 61, & circumstance not without signifi- | estate lay as in a map before me ; and the
cance, regard being had to the above |view of the numerous rustic homes dotted an appearance of ba
figures. thickly over the slope below, and clustering it displays all the m:
What I wish to examine in this letter are | near the principal mansion as it rose from rity. This result !
the circumstances of a single estate, which | the midst of rich wood and lawn, was like aseribed to the mai
suggest reflections of an interesting kind to | an idyll of country happiness. The char- ropriétor. The mud
every gtudent of the land questi . Ire- | acter of the husbandry was seen at a glance, ﬁud have been repl
Jand. About ten miles to the north-west of | It was a property of small holdings, kept, tages, built wholly
Waterford the traveller reaches a deep, | however, in a state of rare perfection, and gtord- the dense
broad valley, almost closed in by hills 1n|evidencing no common or transient care. Seasure "has been k
the near distance, through which the Suir | - Such is the tract which during gix gene- tive eml;loyment- tl
winds its silvery way along luxuriant spaces | rations had been under the control of the been gradually re-f
of pastures, rich corn-lands with their yellow | House of Besshorough. Lord Bessborough's expenditure of the ¢
sheaves, green masses of wood crowned with | agent courteously gave me much informa- efforts of the occupic
fair houses, towns, villages, farms, aud|tion upon the manner in which this fair lay has been very gr
peaceful homesteads. Two centuries ago a | creation of industry and skill has been grad- fairly remunerntn‘g,
to dwell on the goc

gtern problem sudd

- Cromwellian_soldier, of ancient and noble | ually brought into its present condition.
escent however, seltled on -a nook of this

fertile tract, at a place where the valley,
forming a curve, seems like a gem set in the
surrounding mountains.
ancestor of a family which, emerging gra-
from mere local rank, mingled its

duall
blooJv

with that of the highest of the land,
grew into one of those patrician Houses
which have so powerfully affected the em-
pire, and gave to the State a worthy succes-
sion of gallant soldiers and not unknown
statesmen, The family seems from an early
time to have remembered, in the expressive
phrase of Burke, that in Ireland it possessed

He became the

Before 1846 the estate, though under gentle
superiors, had been comparatively, rather
neglected, Part of it had fallen into the
hands of_middlemen, who had reckléssly
subdivided the lands, with no thought but to
make profit from them, and there had been
accordingly, a great deal of poverty and a
dense accumulation of population. 1 re-
member having casually paid a visit in those
days to the place, and I recollect distinetly
that at several spots you met whole- villages

of mud “cabins, and that many ol these.
abitations were wretched. The famine-

came, and Lord Bessborough solved the

At this moment the !
beautiful specimen o©
promoted and stimu
and of industry well (
compensnte(‘i. Lorc
every year large sur
flouses, Tencds, and di
Tanure at low pric
oot S A
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fort and triumphant i
the valley to the hig
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stern problem suddenly set before him of
adjusting the property to the new state of
things, not, as was the case with too many
landlords, by inhuman ‘‘clearances’” and
forced emigration, but by a happier and
more natural process, which fortunatel
roved completely successful. IaEmg the
population as he found it, he fostered it du-
ring the terrible crisis by liberal and judi-
cious employment, and though he did not
discourage emigration, and many ot his de-
pendents quitted their homes, not a single |
notice to quit was d, and not one |
"“"'T—‘_M ly was_capriciously evicted. By these |
means his poorer tenantry were preserved
from the shock of the great revolution, and
as the middlemen’s leases dropped in he
dealt difectly with the sub-tenants, and
reated\them in the same gentle manner.
The monld and organization of society were
thus never rudely broken up, but they were
slowly transformed to a better type, and
placed upon a more secure basis, The
Bessborough estate is still one of small
holdings, there being on an area of some
20,000 acres two farms only rented over
£200, and 437 tenancies rented at from £20
to £2, and 170 little crofts remain at a
nominal rent of £1 only. The whole com-
munity, however, is evidently flourishing,
and, instead of presenting, as some persons
would insist that it would inevitably present,
an appearance of backwardness and decline,
it displays all the marks of thriving prospe-
rity.  This result must, in the main, %e
ascribed to the management of the present
proprietor. The mud cabins have disappeared

and have been replaced by excellent cot-
tages, built wholly at the expense of the
Eﬁﬂ'ﬁgrd; the dense population, In a great
measure, has been kept together by produc
tive employment ; the little farmsteads have
been gradually re-formed by the judicious
expenditure of the owner, encouraging the
efforts of the occupiers; and though the out-
lay has been very great, I believe it has been
fairly remunerative, while it is unnecessary
to dwell on the good social consequences.
At this moment the Bessborough estate is a
beautiful specimen of small farm husbandr
promoted and stimulafed by the proprietor,
and of industry well directed and generously
compensated. Lord Bessborough sgends
every year large sums in improviog farm-
ouses, Tencds, and drains, i selling seed and
manure at low prices to tmccuggrs n
want of such aids, and in keeping His noble
demesne in find order. Asl saw the re-
sults of this assiduous care in garden-like
fields and happy homes, in the signs of com.
fort and triumphant industry, spreading from

71

help thinking

how differe ight have been
the fate of this property in other hands, and

ow different at this moment would be the
position of _the land question of Ireland had
all Tandlords Zollowed a [ike course.
s Lord Bessborough manages his estate
for the most part upon the English plan, so

he dges not permit the Irish custom of the
sale of the

What are the lessons which a reflecting
mind will derive from observing this prospe-
rous scene ? In the first place, it will be
noticed how, by a siagularly humane pro-
cess, a landlord has been gradually enabled
to change the character of his estate, and
to transform it from one of an Irish type
to one, to a great extent at least, modelled
on a modern English pattern, Lord Bess-

orough has not expatriated his tenantry ;
he has retained the system of small holdings ;
yet he has preserved his property without se-
rious loss through the ordeal of a social revo-
lution, and he has Jargely added to its essen-
tial value. In the second place, as during
the last twenly years he has, either by direct
expenditure or by liberal allowances for
them, effected most of the improvements on
his estate, he has, in a great . measure at
least, excluded the equity in this respect
which his tenants otherwise would have in
his lands, and he has not permitted his free-

only a rentcharge, He has. thus not only,
with infinite pains, put his property in good
order, but he has a fair right to call it his
own in an exact and legitimate sense, disen-
cumbered, certainly in a great degree, from
most of those

indefigite_claims which form
the grand difficulty of the Irish Land Ques-
n this state of things I would ask

tion.
Mr. Mill or any fair advocate of “fixity of

tenure'’ at a rent to be adjusted by the
Government, whether he would think his
proposed scheme advantageous to such a
property as this, even from the point of
view of the tenantry, I will concede, for
the sake of mure argument, that *fixity of
tenure’’ could exist without encouraging
ruinous subdivision, and that, as certainly
would be the case if a fair calculation were
made of the rental, Lord Bessborough’s
income would not be diminished. Assuming,
however, all this, what chance would there
be that this estate would continue in its
present state of prosperity under the
new conditions imposed on it ? Deprived,
as they assuredly would be, of the liberal
aid extended to them, the very small tenants
would sink down into hopeless poverty after

the valley to the high hilltop, I could not

a brief struggle, and/all the cottagers would

L

e _goodwill of farms to grow up ,
and 1@ Tetains dominion over his property. 5'4/44

=

¢

éalae.
hold ownership to be eaten away b a tenant- Qesr ey
right which practically woulﬁ ieave him

LA an

fid

-



A

Kocren
7

Beriforouih

72

rapidly disappear,

the cccupiers, would be mischievous in

hundred ways. Mrv. Mill, indeed, with logical
candour, admits that this would be the re-
sult, in all instances of this kind, and I ven-
ture to think it would prove most hurtful to
the little community. Society, therefore,
on this estate would be rudely disturbed—
perhaps broken up; and what, looking be-
yond supposed expediency, would be the R
Justice of the projected revolution? Would

it be commonly honest to convert Lord
Bessborough from what he is, in a real sense,
a landowner, into a pensioner, with even an
increasing rent-charge ?  Would it be fair to
deprive him of the happiness of discharging
honourably the duties ot property, an inci-
dent of the ownership of land which every
liberal mind values, and which revolutionary
folly alone resolves, in every case, into the

mere love of power?
Yet, however pleasing at this

tate, a

thoughtful
forecast

will
its  future

some

person
without

as their nominal rents
would inevitably be raised, and they could
hardly hope to find conslant employment.
The severance, too, of the proprietor from
the soil, and from all immediate interest in

time
18 the condition of the Bessborough es-
not

de-

gree of misgiving. It is unquestionably in
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would cost any one an enormous sum to
change the character of the husbandry on
this estate and to enlarge the small into ex.
tensive holdings ; and having regard to
their present condition, and to the rents they
a [readily yield, the experiment could not
possibly pay. This, therefore, though not
as great as one could wish, is a real security
that the form of social life that prevails on
this tract will not be rudely altered or even
injured ; not tosay that, after all, it is reason-
able to suppose that few men would resort
to mere wanton destraction,

No. XVII.

Cork, Oct, 8.

The line from Waterford to Limerick
Junction runs through the noble country of
mountain and valley, divided by the Suir and
its affluents, which I have briefly described
in previous letters. At the Limerick Junc-
tion the train speeds along the outlying
spurs of the Galtees through a fertile tract
of exubefant pastures, until the station
near Charleville is passed, and thence it pro-
ceeds through ranges of hills by Buttevant
and Mallow, on its way southwards. It was
raining as it only rains in Ireland when I

part an_artificial growth, the result of the [ was hurried along this part of the route, and
care ol {he proprietor; and the civilization

that comes Trom above is not likely to be s

permanent as that which increases from

below, from %he induatrz of %enerutions of
ocecupiers. e prosperity of the baronies
T Bar

I springs from

0 and Forth sj the soil
and 18 rooted in _it; the prosperity of the

Besshorough estate is the gift of one map,
and may EensE with him, Furthermore, it
in a special manner depends largely upon the
proprietor ; for though Lord Bessborough
has given leases freely, is willing and anxions
to give more, and has thus created security
of tenure on a considerable portion of his

estate, his very small tenants hold all at
will, and it is diEcult T contend that in

fhese cases leases ought to be universally
conceded. It is possible, therefore, that a
new landlord might seriously intertere wit
1he state o things that now exist upon this
property ; it is probable that, if he were
harsh or illiberal, the prosperity due to fos-
tering care would rapidly fade away and
disappear; and though it is not likely that
this would be the case during the continu-

ce of the House of Ponsonby, it is of
N that ma

/ course, a contingency y happen.
'Nevertheless, taking the very worst chance;

a bad proprietor would hardly meddle with
the order of things on these lands on the
lowest grounds of the merest selfishness. It

dense masses of cloud and mist obscured
o | the landscape and blurrred out iis features.
At Mallow 1 caught a passing glimpse of
the Blackwater, rolling in turbid flood to
the Tich Hats of the brightest green, and
thence to me we secemed to go through a
series of tame and fine uplands, as far as I
could. see, through the mist, their outline.
The morning brought sunshine and disclosed
the ancient and famous capital of Munster,
rising, tier over tier, along the slated cliffs
that shelve down to the banks of the Lee,
and i8 overlooked by an amphitheatre of
hills thathem it in with their green eminences.
As is the case with all citiesdn a hollow,
the fine public buildings of Cork are seen at
a disadvantage from the heights above, and
the dense lines of its closely-packed streets
seldom open spaces to display their propor-
tions. Some, however, are of remarkable
beauty, and several of the Churches of either
faith, more than one of the principal insti-
tutions, and, above all, the graceful and
sumptuous College, are deserving of more
than passing attention.  As for the city
itself, theold ‘‘ egg-shaped town,”’ described
by Spenser in graphic verse, has expanded
into a vast circle of broad ways, surrounded
by narrow streets that now cover all the
‘“islands” of the Lee, and stretch eastward
to & rich plain, formed by the drainage of
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the river “ marshes;'’ and gay shops, exten-|
sive warehouses, big breweries, distilleries,
and mills, and crowds of shipping along its
uays, show that Cork is a seat of long-
gettled opulencey The most interesting
feature of . the plu(e, however, and the one
that most clearly indicates its wealth, is the
long succession of magnificent villas that
extends for miles along the shores of the
Lee, as it winds slowly on 1is way to the sea,
fhrough irregular terraces of wooded hills.
This spectacle ccmbines in the highest
degree all that the charms of nature and
the art of man can effect to make an exquj-
site scene ; and the panorama of mansion
and park, stretching down the grassy and
tree-crowned slopes in continuous beauty to
the waters below is one that is not easily
forgotten. After admiring th's landscape
for a time you see the river gradually,widen,
the masts on it rapidly increase as the road-
stead of Passage is approached; and at
last you reach a superb estuary where,
fenced in by hills and protecting islets, l1]he
navies of many nations might ride at anchor
near the cres);eﬁfs of Que>nstown. Cork
has lately vindicated in a signal manner the
device upon the municipal arms, ¢ Statio
benefida carinis.”’ More than once during
the gales of September five hundred ships
were seen at a time, taking shelter, in this
grand natural haven, from the tempests of
the neighbouring Atlantic.

Cork calls itself the Premier County of
Ireland, and is a 1egion of no [ittle interest
to the historical and geographical student.
This vast tract, which extends 4rom the
verge of the Galtees to the capes of Bantry
Bay, and from the waters that flow to the
Shannon, through Kerry, to the far distant
borders of Waterford, has at all times been
singularly affected by any foreign influences
penetrating Ireland. Its capital in a re-
mote age was occupied by a colony of Danes,
who spread over many spofs on the sea-
board ; in a later century it was divided be-
tween Anglo-Norman nobles and their de-
pendents, who, however, not being strong
enough to subdue or expel the native race,
became gradually amalgamated with it.
During the great crisis of the sixteenth cen-
tury the fine harbours of Cork and its prox-
imity to Spain made ita point of vantage to
the enemies of England; and more than
one fleet of Philip II. sailed from its coast
to support the risings of Tyrone and the
lorély rebels of Desmond. Having been
reconquered, and settled from England under
circumstantes, it is said, of frightful severity,
it felt the fury of the arms of Cromwell, who
confiscated a very large part of it; and in

the tbeatre of a fierce and doubtful conflict.
In the ensuing century it gave an asylum
for a brief spacé of time to the ships of
Hoche; and in_our day it has been_ the
head quarters o [enian _organization

movement. Society, accordingly, n
this district has been repeatedly disturbed
by violence ; and its structure and tendencies
have, no doubt, felt the effects of numerous
invasions and conquests, As regards the
external features of the county, it may be
described as an alternation of lowlands and
hills in parallel lines, divided in the midst by
a well-defined range, and enclosed for a great
part of its space between lofty mountains
and the Atlantic Ocean, The soil to the
north where Cork runs into the pastures of
Tipperary and Limerick partakes of their
admirable fertility, and it is usually rich in
the valleys of they Blackwater, the ﬁe, and
the Bandon, that flow westto east througha
large breadth of the county, As a rule, how-
ever, it is not good ; on the uplands and the
sides of the chains of hills it is, for the most
part, light and thin, and in many places it
forms mere rough westes of little vaffke as
area for tillage. Cork exhibits antly
the varieties of husbandry and the different
and opposite types of cultivation that are so
commonly seen in Ireland, and, speaking
generally, its fine grass lands are occupied
by wealthy ténant farmers, while the nfe-

rior are held by a poor peasantry, in some
alstricls, especially fowards the west, tried

often by want and severe privation. Taken

altogether, and excluding the capital, which
h“éi?i‘ﬂi@.@.d.ﬂﬁm L ade has

ma it a large entrepot for corn, Cork cap-
not be called & prosperous county ; its agri-
cultural area has diminished at the rate of 5

per cent. in the last 15 years, while jts live

stock had increaged one-third only i
ween 1841 and 186].
aving travelled over a large of this

county, and received most courteously, a
great deal of information, I shall briefly de-
scribe its social position, reserving for a
subsequent letter an account of iis western
highland district. The state of the classes
connected with the soil is, taken altogether
less prosperous, even in a material'point of
Twﬁm in several of the counties I
have visited, especially Tipperary and Wex-
ford. The wages of the agricultural la-
bourer, excluding, of course, spots near the
city, vary from 6s. to 9s. a week; bnt as
I hear, they are not very constant ; and
even at this rate they excite the envy of a
ﬁOOd many of the very small holders.
‘he rate of the rent of land in the
days of Arthur Young varied trom 50s. to

the Jacobite wars that follnwed, it became

6s, the Irish acre, and may range now from
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754, to 12s.; and though it is moderate on
the fine pastures, it seemed to me on a
very high average over many tracts of in-
ferior soil. Arthur Youag in his time made
the same remark; and the fact, I think,
hardly admits of doubt, whether the cause be
that, in some places, there are considerable

facilities for getting manure, orthat the bad | the same widespread jnsecurity of tenure ;
lands are better than they seem under the |law in the same way upholds the power of
influence of this southern climate, or that ¢ just _claims
the competition of the peasunlr{ is exces- | of the tenant ; there is the same creation of
sive, or that, as a most thoughtfu

observed, ‘“the spirit of exaction had be- unprotected
come traditional in this part of Munster.”” | by the least legal sanction, and lmi)[o, nay,
I do not hesitate to say that many estates in [exposed; to confiscation ;

this_county are rackrented in a manner un-

common in those parts of Ireland respecting
which I have before written. I have be-
fore me an instance of a property under the
superintendence of the Court of

Chancery, | perhaps, cease to wonder that discontent,ag-
the tenants of ,which have been so groulﬁé
5 ’

lach:
ek

d

condition.
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county, as a whole, it is, in its broad out-
lines, essentially the same as that which I
have so often described, except that its
vices are very prominent. Speaking gener-
ally, the same religious differences divide
the owners and occupiers of the soil ; the
same absenteeism is too prevalent ; there is

the landlord, and disregards the
gentleman

vast righfs of property in the form of im-
Erovemeuts by the peasantry,

vague usage simi-
Tarly 1s the only safeguard against frequent
and intolerable injustice. If we realize to
ourselves the number of mischiefs that flow
inevitably from this state of things, we shall,

rarianism, Fenianism,or any other form of dis-

raising of renty from sutisfaction with existing arrangements has
that they are at this moment hopelessly in ha hold

! such a hold on the Irish people. How fieyce
arrear, and that the Master—I wish to do | and Bitt be th

justice to the equitable boldness of Mr.
Fitz-Gibbon—has, all but outstepping his
jurisdiction, directed the receiver to be sat-
isfied with what he thinks can be reasonably
Such cases, [ fear, are not rare
in this county ; and having ridden some 30 | How harsh must be the pressure of proprie-
miles over one barony near the sea coast,

and inquired into the circumstances of a
great number of farms, I thought them,
with few exceptions, overrented. One of
the worst examples in this réspect was that

ﬁ“urz of the property of an American gentlemap, | the territorial magnate enables petty Squire
Cauf1 who, thouglx@%@ﬁﬁ_ﬁﬁ@ Kites to prey on_the 1)99]‘ free f[om'tjlg’.ﬁ.
¢¢ and I have little doubt an admirable Demg- mﬂﬂ%ﬁ&ﬂ‘i@.’.ﬂ‘;@‘;&mﬂ\esl What
crat, has the smartness to see that tenancy | must be the peasant’s notion of a law which
at will can, undér the existing system of law,

be made a good instrument for screwing [ which limits him, like a savage, to “an
his dependents. I was extremely sorry

n
to ﬁua Too much of this rack-renting in the
county of Cork; for haw'is it possible di-
rectly to remedy this evil? .
The general result of this state of things
is that while the large glaziers and dairy
farmers who possess, for the most part, the
ood lands, as a rule, are wealthy in this
istrict, the numerous class of small occu-
jers, who are usually spread over the in
%ﬁ)r soils, are in a backward and depressed
This is written as it were, on
fhe Tace of the country; a few fine farms are
occasionally seen, but the habitations of the

things together, let us not be sur[')riseﬂ that
peasantry are generally bad, a smadll neat|the occupiers of the soil in Ireland] and the

itler may be the antagonism between
the superior and the dependent, brought
together in a social relation especially re-
quiring mutual goodwill, but belonging to
creeds irreconcilably at - feud ; what a want
of sympathy must exist between them !

tary rights, and how unmitigated by gra-
cious influences, when the presence of the
landlord is felt only in the demands of the
agent or bailiff, and when, as too commonly
is the case in Ireland, the non-residence of

at best keeps him in absolute dependence,

annual culture,”’ which in the actual state
of society in Ireland compels him frequently
to invest his all in the possession which he
receives from another, and which, when he
has so laid it out, permits it to be filched
away or transferred for the benefit, perhaps,
of a harsh taskmaster! And how idle it is
to say that law is, in this particular, worse
than fact; that wrongs of the kind are of
rare occurrence ; a8 if the possibility of their
existence, not to speak of instances but too

numerous, were not in itself a crying shame

and grievance! If we put fairly these

though
able an

Tace.

—

farmstead is not often met, whole estates | classes connected with them, dre dissatisfied,
have nothing but mud cabins OW and ready for violent change, it 1s o be
the Gommon people seem less miser-

d devoid of hope than those of Meath,

they are evidently a Btr“fx_lmr condition were to improve, this dissatisfac-
4 As for the Tanded system of the )

feared in too many districts ; and let us not
suppose that, even though their material

tion would not increase. Let us recollect
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the pregnant wisdom of De TOCq‘uovil]e_’a
remarks on this very subject :—‘The evils
which are endured with patience as long as
they are inevitable, seem intolerable as soon
as & hope can be entertained of escaping
from them.”

I have written thus much bhecause the re-
lations of landlord and tenantin this county
are too often of an ungracious character.
Not that excellent landlords do not exist ;

have much pleasure in mentioning the
names of Lord Cork and the Duke of De-
vonshire, who redress the evils of absen-
{eelsm, as far as it is possible to redress
them, by managing their estates on enlight-
ened principles. Lord Cork and his family
have always given leases ; the Duke of De-
vonshire, to some extent at least, allows a |

ualified tenant-right, and enjoys tbe {ull
conhidence of hi tenants; and Fhua, _in both
mlt of security of tenure
is obtained. I have heard, too, of several
good resident landlords; and the landlords
of this county, as a class, I am sure, do not
exercise harshly extreme rights, and do nnt{
exhibit the evil spectadle of manners conf
bining with law in injustice, Nevertheless,
«]landlordism.” as it is called, wears not
seldlom here an unkindly aspect. I have
heard of several remarkable instances ip
which even considerable proprietors until
very lately preferred Protestant to Catholic
tenants as a maiter of course ; and I have
reason to believe that the gradual discon-
tinuance of this offensive and irritating prac-
tice has been due rather to the pernicious
results to the rentroll of this monoply of sect
than to any peculiar moral improvement.

7 7. . i ‘ 4
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they dislike the people and are disliked by
them; and the result is that they think only
of getting all that they can from their lands,
and they would not care if they sold them
to-morrow.”’ It is impossible that the rela-
tions of landlord and tenant could generally
be happy in such a state of things.

As a proof of the wrong which has been
done by "a severe exercise of legal rights
upon an estate 1 this county I give an
instance which I casually found out, and
which, 1 doubt not, might be multiplied.
I happened to see a neat slated house stand-
ing almost alone on a fair-sized tract, and [
asked the occupier how he came to be in
possession of such a good dwelling, ‘¢ Ok "
he replied, ‘‘it was nct built. by me, but by
the tenant who was here before me, and he
poor man is gone to America.”” 1 the
asked why he had left this country, and the
answer,|given With a look combining suspi-
cion anfl hatred in no common degree, was
‘“ that He had been i\jected for a Fg’&['ﬁ rent,
a sum of about 28!. and that he had lost
his house which cost him 100" I made
. .. . e haS— .
inquiries in the next village, and I am satis-
fied that this tale is in substance true, that
this eviction really occurred, and that no
compensation was given to the tenant for
this absolute less of, perhaps, his whole pro-
perty. It is but fair to say that the present
landlord bad nothing to do with the business;
but conceive what must have been the feel-
[ings of that ruined peasant as, driven from
his home, he thought over this shameful in-
[justice! A distinguished Minister has
lately branded such acts with a remarkable
epithet, and’has asked, what is to be said of

’

I have been told of several cases in which

[ those who commit them ?

agents have been cruelly oppressive, or have '
administered property with corrupt tyranny;

Lord Clarendon
must excuse me for saying that, whatever

| may be the thought of this matter, this
and, until quite recently, some landlords | spoliation was in no sense ‘‘felonious,’”

have been accused of many kinds of coer-

Law, enabled that landlord to evict tkat

cion in order to influence votes at elections. | tenant; law armed the sheriff with the writ

_eases. too, as elsewhere, are very uncom-
ad ool
mon, except on a few well-known estales;
and I have listened to several complaints of

victions, apparently without just cause, of
;‘mm"ﬂnd capricious rmsx?)?'(L\Tronts, and,
above all, of disregarding unfairly the equity
of the tenant in respect of improvements.
Qu the whole, the “system "’ in this county
bears mo:e than commonly is the case the
marks of severity and disynion of class ; and
I can hardly doubt that the ultimate cause
is that society was repeatedly broken up by
violence and successive conquests. ‘As a
personage eminent in rank and birth, and
~singularly well fitted to form an opinion,
observed to me, ‘“the later colonists have

never really settled in this district; they
have few associations with the country ;

9 how 3009 .
| of execution; law possibly was found to
<A, J

|send the police to assist at that scene of
| righteous justice ; law warranted that equit-
| able confiscation ; Taw looked on while that
broken man was expatriated after_a sanc-
tioned robbery. Itis putting the question on
a wrong 1ssue to lay the blame on any indi-
vidual person ; it is the law, in this instance,
that connived a elony.” And if this
may be occasionally its working, can we
feel astonished that it has no hold on those
who may be sufferers from it, or that they
transfer their allegiance to another law
which thwarts the operation of its antag-
onist? Condemn agrarianism by all means,
pursue with whatever rigour you can those
who commit or abet its crimes ; if possible,

extirpate the disease, but recollect that it

7
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THE LAND QUESTION

has & vital force as long as a conviction | ditions to the soil, or do they reflect ir: how
exists that the.!a‘ws rela.tlng to land are un- many cases this occupation has been cut
Just, and that it is sustained by a real prin- | short, and he has been left without any r

ciple in whatever degree it may be ascribed | turn? Are they awary what, upon ythf'
to vmdlcqte passion or extravagant hope, or | point, is the testimony of an &gyont%f rea:
however it may in its excesses run into atro- experience in the managzement c;festat{és i

cious vxoler.ncfa and outrage. At least purge England and Ireland, with referenée to thn
the law of injustice hefore you denounce a compensating perioryls of occupation ree-
those who have no reverence for it, and do quired for different improvements ? “I
not imagine that the widespread feeling | think,”” said Mr. Curling to a Parliamentar

which unhappily exists against the law can | Committee, ‘¢ that thirty-one yc').rs‘would by
be confounded with more criminal licence. | a quite sufficient duration of léuse for (th:

He is a bad physician who mercly skins and | reclaiming) of lowlands puttrecommended
fllms. over tﬁe ulcerous part, and a social | to -Lord Devon that leases of sixty ye "
Inquirer is not worthy of the name who, [should be granted to 101.1:1;|ts of }niuytura
while he has no excuses for crime, fails to | land ° I consider that if ry
indicate the causes of the sentiments which a1 anstosal of B

I ls 1ction and ﬂ[ I I 8

with the fu sanctior 1 roval of 11

create too much an'lpﬂ“l}’ with it. n,n(“l)ld, hllq erected su h a ]1()USG (l. e,a
Y ’

I'he practice of sanctioning the sale ofrhouse suitable to a farm as described) ¢ at
(h? goodwill of farms does not prevail in | his own sole cost, he is at ]enst‘enti(led t ¥
this county, as I have observed to be some- | lease for ninety-nine years, such as wom?lda
times the case in districts where there is | without hesitation, be eranted onab ilding
consxdemh}t‘ distrust bétween the owrers |lease in town.” ’ In rlmw man ; " m%
and occupiers of the soil. Large tracts, [ should like to know, have such iocmes'
however, have been enclosed and brought | ing periods been even 1}1;)11~"l1t f'in the
3 . 0 . of in the
into theJ{ present state by the unaided m-] case of ordinary tenancies a; will, witl
du“‘}r}' of the peasantry, and their equitable | such anincrease of rent :u: would r,nclic“]’;lt
cl:u.ms in this respect are more than ordi. | nullify all compensation ? [s itpn(t r'y
narily great m.ld unjluuhtod. [ have seen | when the Legislature tim.]s <xlu-h a )slalt’ ll”;»
whole estates in which everything that has | things unh:xm‘ulv existing {lnl;t }lle(ln\v 10 Ot
been done for the land for ages has been ‘J be made to speak in 1]10-\"'01‘ds uddre"se(li“;)s
nvndentlx done by tvhe tenantry alone, yet | Turgot, alas! too late, to a (-l;xsxith'na y Ig
from which they, bmn,: tenants at will, may ‘ not acknowledge lhnir’ truth it 'l"h ‘“}&)}1 y
be extruded at a six months’ notice without | will not allow one part of his wtl' ots
receiving the smallest equivalent. It is|to be sacrificed to the possible ‘}(11)}0018.
really melancholy—for it shows how usage | another.” ‘ iiaiaas A
may deaden the sense of justice—to hear
the apologies that are made by many np-
right men of the landlord class for this most
unfortunate condition of things. It is urged,
in the first place, that the tenants are actu.

The agrarian spirit prevails in this county
with great intensity in many places, though
J e A 4 " 5
| there has been no ‘agrariun” crime for some
.yo{t‘nni. It would be, however, ag idle to
infer from this that agrarianism did i
b ! ! { arianis not 2xist
ally compensated, because their rents are |as it would be to argue that y
exceedingly low during all the ti ‘ i o o Wl s
el gly ing a 1e time they | magazine must necessarily be in a state of
are bringing the land into cultivation, as if | explosion. The true test of the fi g
rents received on tenancies at will had not | the acrarian spirit is the dis \l'?‘rcf' .
eive : ) _ ' agrarian ¢ § ssatisfaction
neg'ess:]). ily a tendency to rise to the highest | which is its symptom, the feelings its spreads
point thfat st_mh land could bear, or as if this throughout the community, und-: taking thié
c;fxcuse up’p]'md to the case of }Vh()lﬂ masses | test, it seemed to me to be very ncl;‘vo in
of tenants’ improvements, It is said, in the | this district. I heard numerous complaints
ule)st ré]ace, ]tlmt when land has been re-| of landlord oppression, wild boasts thut'th.e
tcax'me } un(l 'lput in order, .when a | time was at hand at last when the tenant.
enantdu]xs uilt - a lmus‘e on 1t, and in | farmers would have their own, and demands
: worw. ms] (,or}xorfe;_l it into a farm, | for fixity of tenure as the means of existence
& certain duration of occupation is in|And whatever may be thought ab
itself a sufficient recompense ; and riani 1 - g
o e s ( pl) 5% and, no | rarianism, unquestionably Fenianism was
t, this argument is well-founded, under | and" is in no contempiible strength in thi
certain conditions of rent and te But | Vi est official
Seriaie son - ‘ nure. Sut‘county‘. A personage'of the bjghest official
it (;st, apologists ever considered the | authority informs me that eveh now it was
tir;;t;t olgti)cupatxon, at an unchanged repl,(not easy to" estimate the depth of this
eu‘m:u. ) n;c(;ssnry to repay the Irish | movement, or to calculate the depth of its
peasant in numberless instances for his ad- ‘ influence. It is interesting to compare these

7//604'% <
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two forms of discontent, which though akin
to each other, are nevertheless, distinct, and
of which it may be truly said—
‘* Facies non una sororum,
* Nec diversa tamen."

I'enianism, as an agent of disturbance, was
chiefly supported in the towns, was hatched
and nurtured in-the I'ar West, and had for
its object open insurrection, Agrarianism,
on the other hand, is

peasantry, not necessarily showiny itself in
crime, but not shrinking from erime to coms-
pass its ends, and Laving as its paramount
object the rctaining the tenant-farmer in

ditions.
same source, a deep sense in the hearts of
thovsands of Irishmen that the laws under

lars to large classes, this sense being of
course quickened by passion, by evil mem-

the temptations of poverty. In this county,
stood aloof from the Fenians because not
generally associated with them, and because
they felt that the cause was hopeless ;

success been obtained,
that in that eveut the Penian and agrarian
elements of disorder would blended
together, and ‘A.A’i\'."\l the form ofa wild rising
against the uppér landed classes,

Lord Spencar has been paying a visit to
this place, and I amn happy to say has been
received with enthusiasm by the great mass

]li\\"

1is county
s, though
for some
18 idle to

not exist of the citizens. I had several opportunities
powder of obsarving this, and can only expressa
a state of hope that the generous policy now being

force of
isfaction
s spreads
king this

steadily carried out in Ireland, and of which
“he is the living representative, may reach
the depths of the national heart.  Two
classes, however, held aloof, exemplifying

active, in the truth of the old Greek's remark that
mplaints party levels all distinctions of rank. The
that the Fenians refused to cheer his Excellency ; | over, no attempts at
tenant- the Couservative gentry almost to a man
lemands declined to show a token of respect. This

tistence,

Yout ag-
im  was
1 in this may be considered as almost prophetic,
official The Irish Tories of 1822 did all they could
7 it was to vex Lord Wellesley ; the Irish Tories of

of this
1 0f its
e these

1829 shamed Sir Robert Peel as a second

ceased to vituperate Mr. Gladstone.

rather a local law of
opinion, originated with and confined to the |

which they live are unjust in many particu- |

ories and traditions, by ignorance, by the |
contagion of sympathy, by bad counsels, by | county which unhappily acquired a sad ce-
’lvhrity duringy the events of 1846-7, and
.83 in other parts of Iveland, the farmers|which, I felt ussured, would in some parti-
| culars illustrate the land question of Ireland,

| soil of superfluous moisture.

OF IRELAND.

of Protestant ascendaucy ; 1829 was the
era of emancipation ; 1868 was the prelude
to the fall of the Irish Church Establish-
ment ; and in this secession of the Tories of
Cork' we may see the signs of a coming
Land Bill.  Still, in this instance, no influ-
ence existed that ought to have softened
territorial rudeness, though chivalry prob-
ably has never been strong among a class
described as a “ Puritan squirearchy’ by
the present chief of the Conservative party.
Even in this decay the aristocracy of France
could thrill with rapture at the stately pre-
sence and princely charms of Marie Antoi-
nette. What calls itself the aristocracy of

possession of his holding under certain con- J Cork could feel no enthusiasm for Lady
But both may be traced to the | Spencer.

No. XVIII.

SKIBBEREEN, Oct. 1),

Being desirous of seeing a part of this

[ resolved to pay a visit to this place, and

but | to examine carefully the surroanding neigh
it is not the less trye that they .\Vlll:r:llhilmi‘
with them, and it is ditlicalt to !:?\ what the | ed rapidly from the civilized outskirts of the
result might have been had even a transient | wealthy city into a region of hill and poor
It isnotimprobable \

bourhood. Leaving Cork by railway, I pass-

upland, divided by numerous sluzgish
streams, which, if properly drained, ought
to be the conductors of plenty along the
adjoining valleys, but which, uncontrolled
by the art of the engineer, at present, on
either side of their course, mark their way
by forming worthless morasses. It is dis-

| heartening to tiaverse districts like these
[and to reflect what co-operation and indus-

try might effect in clothing them with fer-
lif‘it'\'; nor in many - of those 'instances
would 1t be necessary {o pray in aid the
help of the State; for wherever an outfall
is easy and at hand, a comprehensive
system of arterial drainage is not required
to carry off the waters and to relieve the
I saw, how-
draining ; and

5

on

{asking the reason, received for answer the

pertinent and sufficient remark that most

last phenomenon has been usual in Ireland | of the landlords in that neighbourbood
whenever a bold attempt has been made to | did not care to improve their estates, and
do justice to the body of the people ; and it | that the tenantry, having no hold on their

lands, were satisfied to leave them in their
natural condition.  After leaving Bandon
—still known in Munster as the Protestant
Derry of the South, but long ago invadad

Judas; the Irish Tories of 1868 have not|and filled by the flood of the Roman Cath-
Yet | olic Irishry—the landscape weais a more

1822 was the first blow struck at the edifice | pleasing appearance ; you pass trim farms,

K
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and a few fine seats; and you reach the

valley of fertile lowlands enriched by the | margin along either bank, could easily be
gentle stream of the Bandon. A tract, | changed into meadows and pastures, are r
presenting in a peculiar degree the signs of | usually spongy and lonely marshes. — The gpreads into vall'e)i
industry and high cultivation, here at once | general character of the scene is that of lowlands, on whic

attracts an observer's eye; and you see |dreary and not pleasing solitude ; and what ly, and streams §
with delight well squared fields, neat slated | adds to its melancholy features is that occa. ocean. 'Uﬂ the 1

houses, and prosperous holdings stand out |sionally gou meet desert spaces, on which, kind which I ,h‘n
conspicuously onthe face of the landscape. | amidst blotches of rank vegetation, you describe, expanse
This is a part, and one of the best parts, | see the marks of ruined dwellings, and on locks, and siretchi
of the magnificent estates of the Duke of | which you hear that a dense population had et, all through,
Devonshire ; and the whole country side | once been crowded in spreading villages. and channelled b}
tells the same tale of lis just and princely | Now and then, however, you light upon a through morasses

qualities as a landlord, although unfortu- | spot where, amid the desolation usual arbund ful. Throughot
nately he is an absentee. It is impossible |you see distinctly the signs of improvement. higher lands seem
to deny, great and serious as are the mis- “ where fences divide reclaimed fields, where of rocks ; and the
chiefs of non-resident ownerships, that|sheets of verdure are free from stones, places evenin the !
proprietors of this class are those in which, | where the sour moor has been made fertile, g0 that agriculture
1n many nstances, the Irigh tenant receives | where the slated farmsterd rises from a neat extremely difficul
most _lib and ﬁd&:@}@_tmd | garden, where everything has the interesting wherever they ha|
good management 18 most evident ; nor is i look of enterprize and successful industry. reclaimed the wor
it difficult to discover the reason. A ter- | My conductor, to a casual question, said, be distinctly appa
ritorial magnate, as a general rule, is too | ¢ Those are farmers who hold by lease ; between the barre
wealthy or too gently nurtured to be of a |wherever there is a lease you can easily see goil is kindly and 1
harsh or exacting disposition ; and as, in a [if,”" and I can assert thut his observation little farms and h

large majority of cases, the great absentee | wasverified by my own enquiry, and that in then & considerabl
proprietors of Ireland have also congider- | the rare instances where along this way you

Voo l

Jike masses of ston
continuous roll, &
of their crests;

numerous streams that, on a considerable

midst of an extent
able estates inglend,

of husbandry are,

they mnaturally | found an occupier in possession of a lease,

adopt an uniform course of honourable and | you saw at once the evidences of better cul-

ught-minded dealing towards_thejr tenanfyy | tivation. The consequences of this security
in_both_countries, |

e projected railway from Cork to Skib-
bereen comes suddenly to an, end at Dun-
manway, and you are obliged to drive the
rest of the journey. At this point you begin
to enter the region of the western highlands
of Cork, and the look of the country is wild
and peculiar. The road now winds through
heather-crowned hills, their slores dotted
with the little houses and field plots of a
humble peasantry, or it opens on to exten-
sive tracts, that here and there rise into jut-
ting eminences, or sink into frequent narrow
flats, watered by petty rills, in endless suc-
cession, On the bare summits of the ranges
of hillocks the rock ¢rops out in numberless
spots, and has a withered and uncouth as-
pect ; but down their sides, and in the spaces
between, the soil, blesced by the gentle airs
and soft rains of this southern clime, is
bright with-a vesture of the 1ichest green ;
and the lowlands bepeath, in many places,
are evidently of admirable natural fertility.
The traces of human industry, however, are
but seldom apparent upon the landscape ;
the habitations of the occupiers of the soil
are few in number and, almost always mean;
whole breadths of country remain uninclos-
ed and untouched by the hand of man
over thousands of acres of brushwood and
gorse encroach upon what ought to be fine
grassland ; and, above all, the lines of the

of tenure were especially conspicuous in the
| case of one small tract on the road side,
! marked off from those immediately around
1 by the neatness of the dwellings upon it, and
by the comparative excellence of the agricul-
ture, This is part of the estate of Mr.M'Carthy
Downing, now M, P. for the county cf Cork,
a gentleman who, having risen to eminence
and made a considerable fortune as a lawyer
purchased largely in the Landed Estates
Court, gave almost all his tenants leases,
and deservedly enjoys the Yéputaliomn of
being a judicious and liberal landlo:d.

After a long drive through soenery of this
kind you reach the little town of Skibbereen,
lying along the banks of the winding Ilen.

‘his theatre of the darkest tiagedy that the
famine of 1846 witnessed now shows few
traces of the awful past ; it seems a 4olerably
thriving place, though not in a special way
progressive. It is the only town of any size
in the neighbourhood, and, as I understand,
is a pretty good market ; but, except that
it has a rather fine convent and market-place
of respectable extent, its public buildings
are without iuterest. 'I'he country around
for many miles, though not picturesque upon
the whole, is nevertheless very suggestive to
a student of the Irish land question. ‘I'ow-
ards the sea it rises in many spots into irreg-
ular chains of craggy hills that seem to
fence out the near Atlantic, and that show
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4o ;
like masses of stony billows, prolonged in a
continuous roll, asyou look over the lines
of their crests; but, here and there, it
gpreads into valleys or settles down into flat
lowlands, on which vegetation expands rich-
ly, and streams speed on their way to the
ocean. On the landward side it is of the
kind which I .have already attempted to
describe, expanses broken by rugged hil-
locks, and mretching.dremi]y to th'e horizon,
yet, all through, divided by fertile spaces,
and channelled by waters that run slowly
through morasses they ought to render fruit-
ful. Throughout the whole region the
higher lands seem to break out into deserts
of rocks ; and these peep out in numberless
places even in the most fertile spots beneath;
so that agriculture on alarge scale would be
extrémely difficult upon such areas, and
wherever they happened tobe cleared and
reclaimed the work of improvement would
be distinctly apparent. In the intervals
between the barren tracts, and wherever the
goil is kindly and rich, you see occasionally
little farms and homesteads, and now and
then a considerable dwelling rises from the
midst of an extensive enclosure. The signs

LAND. . . 19
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every disadvantageous circumstance, carry-
ing slowly forward a kind of improvement
over the rough and stony wilderness
around, The potato blight came ; and in
a few weeks these wretched multitudes,
flying from the soil which had denied them
their poor snbsistence, flocked into the faw
towns in the neighbourhood, and, huddled
into masses of starvation, appealed hope-
lessly to charity for succour. Skibbereen
wus the centre of these terrible scenes;
and there, for the space of several months
went on the baitle against famine, hosts of
victims falling in the deadly struggle, yet
thousands, too, being gloriously saved
through the exertions of splendid munifi-
cence. It is not my intention to describe
how, in numberless instances, death closed
his vulture wing over perishing sufferers ;
| how fever accelerated the onset of starva-
tion, and fell alike upon high and low ;
how, day after day, lean and hideous
corpses were shot from carts into graveyard
heaps ; with what mute despair the survi-
ving crowds of misery beheld their numbers
dwindle, and received each time, as though
it were the last, the dole that scarcely pro-
longed existence ; how, as ever has been in

of husbandry are, however, few ; the lands
ander corn are very small ; ‘“}d the face of
the country is generally that of rudeness as
yet unsubdued by man, ar}d yet capable of
very great improvement. '1. he whole region,
with its stony breadths, yet its {requent nooks
ot admirable fertility, seemed to me exactly
of such a kind as would repel the capitalist
farmer, yet singularly adu(l)tefl to be the do-
main of a hardworking and vigorous peasan-
try, who, secure in their possession of t!)e
soil, would be able gradually to call out its
resources. _
Unfortunately, however, the. occupiers of
this tract, at the time of the crisis of 1846,
had been for ages a poor, strug«,_;lmg race,
who, under the domination of landlords
rather more improvident or harsh, as a body,
than usually had been the case in Ireland,
merely vegetated on the land as tenants at
will, and, without encouragement to their
industry, ekad out a bare and precarious
existence. ‘[he space for the production
of corn being scanty on these unenclosed
wilds, they were confined to the potato alone
for f(;od; and, under the stimulus of that
treacherous root, they increased on t.he soil
in prolific swarms, their xlu.nbexts' })emg fur-
ther augmented thr()ug}) tbe facilities afford-
ed along the coast for fishing. An immense
population had thus grown up ; and in those
days, I am told, that their dwellings were

seen aggregated in rude hamlets on most of
the 8 %[t;s that could be called fruitful, their
ill-trained labour, neverthelsss, in spite of

these dire emergencies, human nature,
breaking from the restraints of custom, dis-
played itself in its genuine character, and
heroic virtue, pious resignation, self-devotion
of the most touching kind, were seen con-
conspicuously with inhuman selfishuess,
remorseless cruelty, and reckless outrage.
Taceamus de istis, nme augeamus dolorem.
Save for a broad, open space in an adjoining
graveyard, the unnamed catacomb of the
famished dead, tho kindly touch of Time
has effaced most of the signs of that dire ca-
lamity, and we should dwell on it only for
the reflections it must suggest to a social
enquirer. Yet, to give an idea ofthe havoe
accomplished by that fearful disaster, I may
mention that more thap one village has
| completely disappeared, blotted ' out from
even official records ; and I write with the
return before me which shows that the pop-
ulation of three townlands, which amounted
in 1841 to 711 souls, had fallen in 1861 to
156, a reduction I suppose it would be hard
tol}mm]lel.

nder the stress of the events of 1846-17,
the land system of this neighbourhood may
be said to have almost gone to pieces, and
society itselt was near dissolution. During
the awful trial the landlords, as a class, be-
haved as ordinary men would do; some
betrayed indifference to the misery around
them, absorbed in thought about their own
troubles ; a few terror-stricken at the results
of a redundant population neglected and
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weighty obligation, and made large sacrifi-
ces to assist the peasantry.
last 1 have much pleasure in mentioning the

name of Mr. Townsend, now Judge of the

Admiralty Court of Ireland ; Ihave heard
from the lips of many witnesses of his hu-
manity during the years of the famine, and
far and near he has the reputation of being
one of the most beneficent of landlords. 1
am truly happy to be able to report that
kindliness and justice have been rewarded
in a conspicuous manner around Skibbereen;
with rare exceptions, the ‘*‘cleared’’ estates,
thrown iuto large farms ill suited to the
district, or occupied by strangers ignorant
of its requirements, have not prospered, and
yield low rents ; those on which the peasan-
try have been protected are evidently in a
better condition, even under ar, tinfavorable
system of tenure. As might bave been ex-
pected, the shock given to society in this
neighbourhood by the famine was not with-
out clearly marked effects ; a great deal of
landed property changed hands; and the
general result hasbeen that the management
of estates in this district displays differences
of a most singular kind, within short distan-
ces. The majority of the proprietors, I re-
gret to say, have gone onin the old ways,
and, either forgetful of what had occurred
or satisfied that the population stands now

depressed, availed themselves “recklessly of
the occasion, and swept away the lingering
occupiers of their estates ; some in a nobler
and wiser spirit, acknowledged that a visi-
tation of Providence imposed on them a

Among these
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cipal proprietor near Skibbereen, the repre.
sentative of the family of Castle Townsend,
giving a very honourable and striking exam.
ple—have within the period of the last 20
years granted liberal leases to many of their
tenants ; and the difference between holdingg
of this class and those occupied as tenancies
at will is really surprising to an eye-witness,
On these estates you behold the march of
improvement going steadily on ; the square
of green emerges from the stony slope,
enclosed and rich with exuberant herbage ;
the clouds drop fatness on what was a
swamp, destroyed tormerly by these abun.
dant showers ; the slated dwelling rises
along the hill ; a picture of rural comfort
and ' ease dots the face of the generally
melancholy landscape.  The peculiar char-
acter of the lands of the district, requir-
ing intense exertions to reclaim, but foften
singularly rich when reclaimed, makes the
contrast in tho highest degree remarkable.
In his evidence before a Parliamentary
Committee Mr. M’Carthy Downing perti-
nently remarked that in his neighbourhood
you could see at a glance where a lease
did and  did_ not .~ My observation
pol L IR L S AL L J

verifics hisTstatement ; and though the
effects of security ot tenure are visible in
almost every part of Ireland, I never saw
them so clearly revealed as in some instan-
ces in this district.  These facts point to
a variety of conclusions relating to the
land question of Ireland. Taken as a
body, the peasantry about here are not

at a point at which it cannot become a bur-
den, have done hardly any thing to improve |
their estates, and have suffered the occupiers
of them to remain in the helpless position
of tenants at will, in some instances much
too highly rented. The consequence is that
these es‘ates, compared with others in hap-
pier circumnstances,seemed smitten, asit were,
with barrenness and neglect ; the peasantry
on them do 6nly as much as will enable
them to live and pay their rent, and signs of
that daring industry which requires time for
a return with profit are wanting,  In these
instances the dwellings are usaally wretched,
Few att.mpts have been made to clear away
the stones that encumber even the rich low-
lands ; hardly a drain furrows the marshy
swamps ; and though the landlords say very
truly that they are satisfied with their well-
yaid rents, the resources of the land are not
lmlt‘ developed. The situation of a few other
estates is wholly and most conspicuously
different,  Taught by experience, or from
some other cause, a rather larger number of
the landlords in this district than would be
considered elsewhere an average—the prin-

apparently an energetic race ; you would
not call them assiduous in improving, al-
though with exceedingly rare exceptions
they alone have done anything for the larnd

)
and a careless

beholding the
hovels, the dirt, the slovenliness bui too
common, would pronounce them \\'urthless,
idle, incorrigible.  Yet look at the very
same people in the little holdings on which
they have been securely settled, and though
some of their habits have not disappeared,
though not so cleanly and independent
as you could wish, and they have too much
of the aspect of the sert, still you would
call them decidedly industrious, and really
successful in their exertions to change and
adorn the rough work of Nature.  This
difference, palpable and distinct, is due to
their having certainty of possession ; the
consciousness that they toil for themselves,
not for others, speeds them on cheerfully
in their labours ; in their case, as has been

1)|w<wl’\‘t'l',

truly said, the sense of property may turn
sand and rock ‘into gold.
this population

not 8o E

which springs ‘from a Teutonic stem, and
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granted, further, that you cannot expect to
lift them suddenly up in the social scale by
any device of legislation ; yet, when you
perceive the obvious effects upon their na-
ture and industrial life of precarious and
determinate occupation, of labour exposed
to ruinous interference and of labour given
free scope and safety, do rot doubt that it is
rather their mistortune than their fault that
so many of them are unprogressive /and
listless, and do not suppose that they, too,
cannot advance under the known conditions
required for the advance of humanity.

OF IRE%I?‘)MM g /f" 2 =

especially since th€ leaving them their exist-
ing powers of keeping their tenantry in
mere dependence, of arbitrary eviction, and

of raising rents, is obviously injurious to
the general welfare? And if fle mere se-
ml)-i(:r in his holding for a
limited time has such good effects, what
by analogy would bhe the conse-
quences of conceding him perpetuity of
tenure ? And, as even perpetuity of tenure
might be rendered worthless if it were pos-
sible to destroy the occupier’s interest by

rack-renting, must not the State, if the con-
Above all, let ase to_condemn men ag | cession be inténded to be of real use, ;
lazy, good Tor noth.ip‘;:, and_reck ess who,
n a great variety of instanees, are in a po-
gition sure to call out and develope these and

kindred vices ; and lef us not listen to the

wretched plea put _forward by ignorance or
intereshﬂd_grejudxgg, That, after all| as they

ave been disturbed but seldom during the
last few years, they are practically safe as
tenants at will, and they have themselves
to thank if they do not prosper. Recollect.
ing the events which succeeded the famine,
and the wholesale evictions which then oc-
curred, such excuses are really worse than
foolish, and even at lwgt they are little more
than tri&ng. All experience has shown t]m.t
certainty ‘of possession i8 a necessary condi-
tion of the well-being of an occupier, and
to imagine that he can thrive Yv)t!m}n! it, un-
less he is secured the value of hissimprove-

mine rent by a valughion, and settle a
mazximum rate of 1t ?"’

would be idle to deny that theories like
these are not only applicable in a dangerous
degree to certain districts of this country,
but contain a certain amount of truth. I
shall examine the question more fully here-
after, when I review generally the land
system of Ireland, but I may now observe
that it is only by considering the subject
from one point of view, by departing from
principles hitherto respected, and, above all,
by keeping out of sight the probable results
of the proposed measure, that argaments of
this kind appear tenable, ®&ant that a law
of ‘“fixity of tenure '’ and ¥ State rent?”
would be politic in the case of many estates
in Ireland, would it not be impolitic in the
case of other estates perhaps as numerous ?

ments, is to imitate the example of the | And if §uch a law, in many nstances—say
besotted tyrant who charged the most ener-| those of small tenants at will—could, uc-

etic of races with idleness because he re- | cording to some notions respecting property,
fused them the very requirements (_\gsentiul| !»c reconciled with our sense of 1'1(,5]1(‘, would
to make their lahour productive. it not be monstrous in the instance of capita-
o 1t is in the case of districts like these that ]ISt. farmers, no matter what the nature .01
the advocates of ¢ fixity of tenure,”” at rents !hmr tenure, of \yhOm many thousands exist
to be regulated by the State, seem 10 have | In Irv!ar.d ?. Is it not obvious that a law of
most to say for themselves. You see whole | the kind, from its very nature a general
tracts on which the proprietors have liter-| rule, would be in its essence an mdelen.sx_hle
ally never laid out one shilling, as to which | wrong ? I\lo}r(‘w\)vcr,flf,} fls mag; dbe} fairly
they have merely been a burden, from which | :n";vu(‘*d, lhe‘ 0 th_ct fU tln, 111110}111 ed change,
they have contrived to raise rents, in some | legitimate :socunt)j or t 11(3 rish tenant, can
instances, high and oppressive, On these | be attained by any ot 1er process, more
you see a race of occupiers who alone have equitable in its app_hcat_xop and working,
done anything for the land, who have the | and less subvermv}c)o]f ex3§tnlng n_ghts, ought
capacity of doing a great deal more, yet| we notto adopt the less vio erllt 1'em?dy, and
whose energies are numbed :lnd'\\'hus(e lands | prefer reform to mercl revolution?  And
are kept parren Qe “ause the circumstances | what, probably, weuld be the consequences

of their tenure are usually incompatible with | of m)nvt_?rling the occupierg of thct soil in
tri Ireland into owners at a quitrent fixed by

improvement. And, In striking contrast, ; : .
Ou see the results of certainty of possession | the Government ? Passing by the minor
! evils that would follow in numberless in-

» of a few spots stamped on the )

}zczheo§a?:nl::re’ where, [under lih{wral leases | stances tbe expropriation of all 1}1(? lnn‘dlords
and rents fixed for a term, there is a distinct | of & genern'txon,‘would not two mischiefs of
progress in- the social scale. I_n this state ageneral kl.nd, inherent to the scheme, and
of things you are asked, ‘“If landlords | widely pernicious, ensue almost as a natural
chocse to be mere rent-receivers, ought the | result? Would not the periodical re-valua-

Legislature to view them in any other light, [ tion of the ‘¢ State rent,” a part always of
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legislation in this matter at once respect
the true rights of property and yet boldly
follow enlightened principles.

No. XIX.

KiLLarney, Oct. 23,

A thick Scotch mist hung over the
country and shut out the landscape while I
was making my way from Skibbereen on
the first stage of my journey to this place.
id not care about the obscuring influence
“$0 long as I was driving over the tracts
described in my last letter ; but I was sorry
‘the face of nature was hidden as I approach-
ed the coast line, where, near Bantry, the
sea runs into its landlocked bay, surrounded
by overhanging mountains, When I had
reached Glengariff the mist-wreaths yielded
to the noon-day sun; and, as they rolled
away before his increasing light, the exquisite
outlines of that beautiful spot, the portal ot
the hill country of Kerry, were suddenly
revealed in their fairest aspect. You now
go through a series of glens where streams
braw) down fantastic rocks, through woods
opening iato dezp green valleys, until, as
you ascend the road which leads to the sum-
mit of the mountain range that divides the
counties of Cork and Kerry, you pass into
scenery that combines rare loveliness with
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to discourage

sible at certa'n re-
curring intervals of time, in all probability |
near each other 7 And, withoutdisparaging

Irish nature, but taking it simply as it is,
would not perpetuity of tenure, as far as we

can see, lead ultimately to runious subdivi-
sion and the creation of whole masses of

t is, however, a very different question
whether the state of things that exists in a |
district like this ought to be suffered to
continue as it is ; whether the occupiers of | island.
the soil ought not to be placed under cgn-
ditions of tenure so redsonably secure as“to
protect claims they actually have, and to
encourage their industry for the future ;
whether the laws that regulate their rela-
tions with their superiors ought not to be so | of its short rivers, its soil is of inferior fer-
modified as to promote, and not to retard, | tility, and, speaking generally, it is a wild

Vithout indicating here the | mountain tract, divided oécusionally by
specific means by which I trust these ends 2
might be attained, within the measure of | tuaries and bays, and swept by the storms
the reformer’s power, I shall merely observe | and rains of the Atlantic.
that I am convinced they can be reached |
without having recourse to expedients essen-

tially unfair and unsound, by keeping strictly | was invaded afterwards by Klizabethan
within the line of justice, by making our

Lovol Kuua(owvuf; Wx

more sublime features. A long descent
¢ | from the top of the range leads you into the
little town of Kenmare, a singularly neat
and well-built village, part of the adjoining
property of Lord Lansdowne. After leaving
Kenmare you again rise tor several miles
alonz a tract of uplands, when all at once a
turn of the road opens to the sight stretch-
ing far onward, the enchanting region of
mountain and lake, known in many lands by
the name of Killarney.

I have now reached what, in a special
manner, is the seat of the aboriginal race
which at one time held the whole of this
“The Kingdom, of Kerry,” as it
was once called, is a long and irregular strip
of land, which, faced by the sea and high
| ranges of hills, forms the western vergeoof
| the province of Munster, Except at two or
| three favoured spots, formed by the valleys

lruthcr poor uplands, indented by deep es-

_ b At an early
period a_few Norman scttlers established
‘lhemselves in this highland region, and it

olonists, and, to a certain extent, by Crom.
| wellian_ soldiers, who, however, it i i
[ y Who, , 1t 18 said,
| expressed their disgust at ¢ the heritage the
| Lord had given them b lot,” and some ol
whom maae over_their worthless portions
the modern Doomsday Book of Ireland, Sir
William Petty, ancestor of Lord Lansdowne,
THhese Toreign eléments appear, however, to
have never had an overwhelming influence :
and scattered among their hlly iusu:esses;.
in a faw instances under the descendants of
ancient chieftains piously revered, in others
under more recent masters, the children of
the soil for ages lived in the rude simplicity
of Celtic society. In this secluded and re-
mote district something like the clan system
seems to have lingered down to the middle of
the last century; and to this day the people
of . Kerry are, perhaps, more clanish in
their ideas, more like what we should con-
elve as_a tribe, than those of most other
arts of Ireland. In this way society in
%er‘ry escaped comparatively iree from the
terrible convulsions which, in the age of
¢

onfiscation and couquest, broke up 1its
mould In so many ofher countries ; and its
pensar}tr(f multiplied upon the soil, half
serfs, indeed, bat not oppressed serfs, and
suthcxemlﬁ contented with superiors, as a
class, rather, more than ordinarily easy or
thoughtless, almost to the beginning of ‘this

*_ W ,‘Qaw, 5‘%

generation,
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geems to have been probably the rudest
gshock ever suffered by this community as a
whole ; yet, though the changes which then
occurred were immense and lasting in their
effects, it still retains in a great degree its
eculiar and characteristic features. The

people of Kefry are a}ﬁtlmrmyrl]l Celtic
race ; and tlmngg a variety ol inluences has

injured in some measure their finer nature,

{and tenant,

was a less tendency to exaction in Kerry
than I found, unfortunately, in some parts
of Cork, and that in this, as in other matters,
there was an easier relation between Jandlord
Compared with the other dl-
visions of Munster with which it may be
most fitly compared, Kerry is decidedly a
rogressive county ; and it deserves no

{}Tﬁ?tlns comcﬂesy \,vith a reduction of p;;:ixe-

they show all the marks of the Celtic char-
acter. They are shrewd, quick-witted, fan-
ciful, sensitive, affectionate if you touch
their gympathies, prone to submission, and

to respect thuse connected with them by | a most remark
, ancient tradition. On the other hand thev | that of Cork and Clare has diminished ; and

| the advance of the value of live stock in

arejealous and irritable, tenacious of custom,

| lation relatively small, and with a system of

| relatively small farms, During the vicissi-

|tudes ol the last fifteen years, the agricul-

| tural area of KL_IH has actually extended—
able

fact in Ireland—while

and unprogressive, and, above all, impres- | Kerry has been about equal to that of its
sicnable and fiery, rather than persevering, 'more wealthy rivals. In Kerry, however,
steady, or courageous. Such a race will | the decline of the population has been, as
always be more interesting than remarkable | contrasted with Cork and Clare, as 50 to 92

for its useful qualities.

The general social condition of Kerry is |

not without some ‘interesting features.
Kerry is, for the most part, a pastoral

county, a nursery of the breeds ot small|

active kine which, reared on the light up-
lunds and hills, are sent afterwards to fatten
in richer lands. There is, however, a good
deal of agriculture, though no large agricul-
tural tracts *are found, and some very fine

pastures extenz along the banks of the Maine
and the Feale, and in the immediate neigh-

bourhood of Tralee. The peasantry, on the
whole, sre reasonably well off, decidedly
better than those on the poor corn-lands of
Cork—one probable reason being that of
late the trade of the cattle dealer has been
more lucrative than that of the tillage
farmer. The wages of the labouring class
are at the same average here as elsewhere in

Munster—that 1is, from about 6s. to 9s. a |

week ; and though, except on a few well-
known estates, the dwellings of the labour-
ers are usually bad, their inhabitants seem
fairly clad and fed, and some possess little
bits of land, and privileges of grazing in the
mountain districts, The rent of land varies
from about 50s, the Irish acre on the best
pastures to about 8s. or 10s. on the inferior
soils, and here, as elsewhere, I have found
the distinction that the fine grass-lands are
usualiy let low, and the thin corn-land is
rather highly rented. Rent, however, varies
in this county in a remarkable way on dif-
ferent estates, taking areas of equal natural
value, and it is not easy to form an estimate
of it, for whole tracts are let in bulk sums
in the gross, and in numerous instances the
rent of a farm includes a payment for rights
of commonage. Though I certainly heard

some complaints ot rack rents, the general
impression left on my mind was that there

|and 107 ; and the holdings in Kerry under
{591 are much more numerous in proportion
|than those in the two other counties.
| Though I have not much confidence in sta-
tistics, these facts are not devoid of interest,
and there cartainlyis a good deal of evi-
dence which tends to show that, even in
material prosperity, the improvement of
Ireland has not been greatest where emigra-
tion has been most active, and the consoli-
dation of farms on the largest scale.

The landed system of this county, con
sidered as a whole, presents the character-
istics of moral divisions, of gaps beiween

classes, of tenant dependence and insecurity,
and of want of legal pretection for rights,
admmem—smg%m%‘nmrga’ only, 1o
which I have so often referred. Viewed,
however, even critically and ix the abstract,
it contains elements rather more happy
than are usually found in other parts of
Munster, and it 18 fortunate in some peculiar
circumstances. In Kerry, Catholic proprie-
tors retain a Ef”d deal of territorial mﬁu-
ence, and this single fact, without throwing
the east discredit on Protestant landlords,
has a certain effect in mitigating the results
of that infelicituous social phenomenon, re-
ligious distinctions in Ireland marking the
line between the owner and occupier of the
soil. Let any one sceptical on thi& point
only visit Killarney and observe how the
position and example of Lord Castlerosse,
the representative of the House of Kenmare,
not only affect his own estate, but operate
in many ways to promote good feeling, sym-
pathy. and kindly sentiment between the
landed classes in the neighbourhood, afford
countenance to the Catholic peasant, and
even lessen his jealousy of what is called
“landlordism "’ through the consciousness
that, in one notable instance, the tie of a
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3oci 5 seme  other counties, | G rezulations is in f
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sed _towards \
nally almogt present juncture should have adopted a|Ireland have not, as a class, abused the evil
" the soil ig course, quite right, perhaps, yet at least open | privileges afforded by it.
er is a mere to misconstruction, and that, on the other| Nor let us suppose that there is no alter-
nformed of hand, on the supposition that these leases | native between upholding this viciousrsystem
s_in severa] are tolerably just, the tenantry would be ex- | and yielding to that cry of fixity of fenure
O & waste ceedingly foolish if they hesitated to sign | whichisr ally an exaggerated ln-(;tcsl azainst
10 a larg them in the vain hope of some impossible |it. It is, no doubt, true that in this aud
arge [ ) y 1Isaad some .
hioneers {o reform in Parliament. other counties the peasantry cherish obscure
m any com- Notwithstandine, lm\vl'\'("l', that the re'a- | traditions of ancient tribal riohts to the soil
tive of old tion of landlord and tenant in Kerry is not | and That just now they are, more or less, ex-
he beds of generully harsh in its actual working, it is | cited by wild revglutionary projects. These
1sagree. characterized in theory by that defect in the | ideas, however, in partengendered by melan-
, too, from land system of Ireland which may he de- | choly recollections never forgotten, and in
e work of geribed as its worst mischief. With very | part by a conviction perfectly just that those
e in thig Jarge and honourable exceptions the pea- | who have done so much for the land have in
s not been gantry of IKerry have made Kerry what it is, | truth and equity a charge unon it, would as-
vithout re- have enclosed the country, in part reclaimed | suredly disappear if, by any fair means, they
hoess, and it, and covered it with dwellings made by | could obtain a r asonable certainty of pos-
WL_AO; and themselves ; and yet, save in comparatively | session. An amount of evidence, to my
rge allow- few instances, they are mere tenants-at-will [ mind conclusive, proves that the Irish tenant,
vith a-pea- with an annual possession. Now, I f-eely |as a general rule, is quite satisfled with a
social ad- admit that in many cases, cspecially those | just lease, proportioned in length to thee
a certain of very small holders, it may be inexpedient | requirements of his land and not hampeved
may have to grant leases, and even that, in certain | by difficult conditions,~two points sometimes
utrun the circumstances, leases may be injurious to an | not horne enouzh in mind,—and that he will
nnoyance estate by restricting the power of a good | make great sacrifices to obtain such an in-
<wardness landlord. I am awace, too, that in Kerry | terest, Nor can it be disputed that, speak-
f oppres and elsewhere the occupiers of some pro-|ing generally, and overlookinz exceptional
that some perties, relying on ancient usaze and the | cases, the tendency of lea-es in [reland, as
1fter 1846 honour of their lords, may prefer tenancy- | elsewhere, is as compared to tenancy-at-will
en wade, at-will matured by custom to a term marked | to stimulate improvement and better cultiva-
s in force out by definitz contract, nor do l suppose | tion; that, in short, in this, as in other

lenantry, that any system of leases would D a panacea | countries, security is a condition of progress
sfate of

, few ex- to recomeratc Jrelaad, Dut the [ and, T will add, of social tranquility. That
here are {Rings existiny in Kerry and elsewhere, in [ the Irish tenant is, somehow, incapable of
8 in the which the occupiers of the soil have acquired | estimating the value of a contract provided
metimes rizhts in it, by expending on it the industry [ it be a fair and just one, or that in gencral
I hardly of years, yet are liable to be driven from it | he prefers loose usage which may ruin him
a class at a few months’ 1‘;‘)!{('0: in which what are | to a rational engagement that would protect
my no- vast moral clanimslot’ property are not sup- ‘ him, is a tnost mischievous and stupid delu-
ly con- ported even by safe possessiong in which |sion. T'his county affords a good illustratiop

Instar itles to thines in the peasant’s mind espe 1()1‘ a truth [ corsider self-evident. Sir James /d«eeed
1ce ti 0 y i I

own cially sacred—the home he has made, the | the brother of Daniel O’Connell, may be g%
ers ially ) | ) )
nber of* field he has enclosed, the boundary he has | credited with understanding the Irish peasant,

er than %(: drawn—are exposed to destruction by the|and it might be imagined that he would %a C
/

ny have stroke of a pen; this cextending over nine- | manage the estate he possesses, not far from
iunnb]y tenths of a (l»lri(-t is, in my judgment, not to ‘ here, after the fashion rather of a Celtie
)t these be justified ; and at this point all that can’| chief thin according to Enc:lish notions of

assert rﬁ%{ﬂmtlm land system of Ireland breaks | contract.  Yet, Sir James O’'Connell, in

reason- down in argument. Such a condition of | most cases, gives his tenantry Tensed, and

the ad- tenure, as [ have often pointed out, is not | they are glad to get them; and it may be
 of the merely opposed to the progress of the coun- added, that this very clear-hzaded man
obable try; it alarms and irritates u vast class in the | makes all pe‘rmnnm;t improvements on his
d Bill nation, keeps it in a state of precarious un- lands himself-—a remarkable instange of his
cies-at- certainty on the land on which it has no | perception of one wt_ﬁ\_qt‘_ﬂ_th_c_{_ﬁgd
essing . hold, and tempts it to have recourse to vio- | Question of Ireland. _

oiding lent means to obtain the security denied it Kerry is all .But f'rgc from agrarian ('1'igl10,
tenure by law, It may be predicted that this ano- ““a. t'ﬁe agrarian spirit 18 not strong in it.
> con- maly, which, admissible as an exception, is | This is partly because the relations between
8 per- fatal as a rule, will ‘not be allowed to con- | the landed classes in this county are on a
, the tinue unchanged, though it is quite true that, | better footing than in some other places,

from a variety of causes, the landlords of |and partly because these pure Celts, exci
L *
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table, but not resolute or stern, have not the dreariness of flats often strewn with st
faculty of combination, o uniting steadil ithe landscape marking clearly the rare s(;))[(‘)n
TTh a common object. Itis a most signifi- | where industry had been applied to the soil
g:nnf‘ Tact that, excepting Wexford, agrarian- | I halted only a few hours at Ennis, but
ism in Ireland has always revailed in the | drove through a considgrable part of Clare
- counties abounding in English blood. There | which combines curiously fine tracts of pa,s’.
turage and lowlands usually injured by

but it subsided quickly, and came to nothing : | moisture, with vast expanses, half-grass
and -though I fear the tenants felt too much | half-rock, the whole capable of much im.
of blind and aimless sympathy with it, | provement, yet, generally, lyingin its native
Kerry is not deeply affected by the Fenian | state, save where in places ;‘ou see the
spirit. This may be ascribed in some degree [little farms and homes of the peasantry.

to the efforts and example of Dr. Moriarty, | The scenery from Lnnis to Athenry is of
the Roman Catholic Bis Jwy’mo 'this character, but stilgnore barren; and a
has baen indefatigable in condemniug all [long succession of p

] . 1 uplands, now and
movements of a revolutionary kind, and all | then os

sening into wildernesses ¢ f stone
- > / . ' orne
/ wild social theories and ideas. I have had |leads the traveller to the ancient town 02"

’ e e o rOrs 1 3 ‘¢ r iy i
:::;hhtohnigu;zif;l:lllt:r;rél]l:tli (:::;1 (I)meeiqutl(:n (;ul“tu), t'll‘xe ?uu(n}xt old‘ht;uses and narrow
inen 2, rejoice to | streets of ‘‘the City of the Tribes” have
L{:eo»:eg:u:rf:;: \nllel:;al:;xtx lh]e L‘ﬂild l(iQuQSnUU Y been often described ; but the municipal
st. wish the same | D assed ¢
remark could be made with regard to smli:: ! KU:;]H (;i (;ug:: dyivlh.“lsl1??15(?{}1@&“1]?{)} l\l\lllltllclix
M e ¢ r M | & rete O X 1 :
;)(foth;g:uni,i}:}‘)lrr(l‘z;: g&.t\llu.)lnlu (lAe‘rl‘,.r'_v, who in | ;t;(t(.hts to the near Atlanjic; n'md the place
adka uty ‘hi.s ‘civi,-i., .ill: Llll(()ll‘l .tg‘lrlgl :?xexr ‘ tllds uotlu look of presperity. I'rom Galway
E S1d a vamn agitation, 1€ ro¢ § srard goes 8
Surely on every groupd of duty and policlv 3 Cumll;)l'; \:ﬁ(?tuil::tlu\;i Tit'(‘(bli“':t)'“rzlll r“' lmgﬂ
those who exercise a vast spiritual influence |interminable walls of stone; ;n':/l‘ hhh':vin\yv
O] 1 aroatt | Ve 1 E o “ 1 ‘.
;)ov:sr ;e({f;;:”g:i’} 1;1(:(1'?:111(‘;, lblut to[o credu- | ;_.m{:m some glimpses of Lough Corrib, y()a
: o hold out expec-|find yourself i lanc /i 3
he poc thpm%]]:c]l L 3 ek [,LXPLC | finc )opraetl in the n_ulanchuly wilds of
o .d 0 dis 1ch 'lldlllLllt, am con- | mountain, tarn, and farspreading moor,
inced, will disappoint ! :\\:mch form the territory of Connemara.
i Fresh from Killatney, I could not admire a
| landscape which, from“the want of vegeta-
| tion, has a singularly barren and dreary
|aspect ; and of which tlfe solitude seems
CLrpix, CoxxeMara, Oct. 30, ~ ;luw]mme sad, because the traces of ruined
’ | hamlets show that at one time it we
As T have yet a great deal of Treland to ex- | peopled thanit is; and I was " 3 b
amiune, and my time will not allow delay 1 El Il' | ( t'] Ll?"r\’]m\ 1 o’ et
h A y clay, I|the lights of Clifden began to gli or
" \ ill not delay, I| g ; immer
‘}: r:rﬁ:?tg]g;l(imt] Txuh}mg tt-o ‘thns place, | across the waste, ° °
= ) ; " .
SRS Rmong he y of Connaught.| #he scenery | bave just passed through
: e scenepy°l have rnsse(] through' i this | af{d, indeed much of that I have seen .fui
JJong journey, though seldom beautiful or | briefly described in previous lett ars, sugge:
picturesque, is, nevertheless, not without in- | reflections of tiuru'I i‘ ter st : %lb,.ﬂ“ﬂl-?e-“
terest to a student of the Irish Land Ques. inl(; the ;()c"ul‘ sltn* “fl ll(‘la:l“ t'” iter, T
tion. The train from Killarney runs along | a f e L Ol B O It
i : y 8 along | a fact which does'not admit of dispute that
_ 8 district o light, half-enclosed uplands, be- | the parts of Ireland I have visited t
“Morside _the bn.se of a high range of hills, until, | since the eveuts of 1&11". \'mw"v o .hlllfi‘,
]etnllng ?‘dl“[;“r(;m’ it approaches the fertile | proved on the whole; that their 'lll\]l:‘('umll?;
valley of the Blackwater, which it skirts 1 i was, ar alf wealt
ley 0 A 1 it skirts | 1s not what it once was, and that their
until it reaches Mallow. Fron ittle | i ot pe ool ot b i
p ; 1 that little | has largely increased ; nor i
’ ’ . . as as n WCt > B
town it shoots into the region of magnificent ! that ullolh)c cl'\v:\x ('(‘;111‘1)11}13:1] l\t\ I;;; (ill“uhuf}
astures, enclosed within the triang ; tar off ‘ ; B
4 i e trinngle formed | are much better of
¢ withi ‘ otter off than they were. But
y Charleville, Limerick, and Tipperary, | ther i g J e cumrent i
! me here are evidenges g ar current i
f‘“d which, left as it is to nature, a?x[i need- | this udv"un(-invtr““tmo 0&1)[ft lL -‘”“t\ l't(unf‘:”t 5
ing everywhere drainag e e | P # et Sore T R
ngt '(hgy = ge and fencing, is, |stance, nearly all the country towns I have
‘ ﬂ? w;i tanding, sffl\ve some parts of Meath, | seen are more or less flagging, and the gzri
cthe finest grass-field, perhaps, i sultur af Treland 18 dacennsi i
R~y Leﬁving Lin;er‘i)ck “ten:n'hgrenﬁ (.ulltumlbareu 0’: Irc(;u]nd is decreasing, great
y ugh | ds has been the addition to its li <
a bleak, treeless country, whe ion-| T i e & ek
< ] A re occasion-| There is, moreover, reas i
Rl . At i8, er, some reason to think
y brig green, and here and | that this progress might have been more

there the abode of ® gentleman, broke the | decided; and a good deal of proof has been
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sddaced to show that from 1790 to 1830
the growth of opulence in Ireland was |
grester than from 1830 to the present |
time, the former being a perioJ: too,
of an increasing population and leasehold |
tenures, the latter a period of tenancies-
at-will and an_extraordinary decline in the
population. Without deciding these intri-‘
cate questions, it may be affirmed with cer- |
tainty that if the improvement of Ireland |
has been great during tha last 20 years the |

margin for improvement is still ¢normous, -

considering the country as agricultaral only, |
and without regard to any other industry.j
Take, for example, the very diversified tracts
traversed on my way from Killamey to
Clifdlen. No doubt, until the increase .of |
capital shall have considerably added to the '\
value of every nock and cornér in thoge |
islands, it probably would hardly pay any |
one to reclaim some of the stony wilds and

turf mosses of Clare and Galway. No doubt ' whole, the landed classes of Galway are still
too, there are places in these counties that | ess disunited than in some other counties
probably will always continue waste, for, |in Iieland.

even in the most highly cultivated lands,
Nature seems to insist on keeping to herself
spots that defy the toil of the husbandman.
But on my wagJ saw thousands of acres
that might be won/from barrenness to fer-
tility ; and what I wish particularly to point
out, these were often cuch as a large farmer
would avoid or leave in their present state,
but such as are peculiarly fitted to attract
and to reward the labour of an energetic
and hard-working peasantry. Indeed, it
was evident from the lingering traces of cul-
tivation at some spots, that such a popula-
tion at one time had collected on several of
those tracts; but they were fast going back in-
to primitive wildness, the children of the soil
having vanished from them. As for the |
noble grass lands I went through, luxuriant |
and profitdble as they are, their value would
be greatly enhanced by a proper system of
thorough drainage ; and I suppose their con-
dition would have seemed barbarous to an
agriculturist from Belgium or Holland.
Galway is a ~vast tract of mountain

and plain, marked off into two great

divisions by’ the waterline of Lough
Mask and Lough Corrib.  Its eastern

part, extending to the Shannon, is a
region of rather light lowlands, a pasture-
field for flocks of innumerable sheep, or the
tillage-grounds of the native peasantry, with
some fine lands at occnsionn{) intervals ; its
western is a breadth of bleak moor and hill,
eaten into by the stormy Atlantic.  Like
Kerry, this region is the land of the Celt,
and, like Kerry too, the vicissitudes of for-
tuneé maintained itin a somewhat primitive

state until the present century was consider-

ably advanced. Its firgt feudal iuzerninl,ﬁ
the Norman De Burghs, degenerated into

Irish chieftairs ; though in part colonized by ~a3wat WY
Elizabethan settlers, it Tiearly escaped the )
Cromwellian tempest, and after that period , Wi%, )
mmthe sway of a recklesl&(‘.% 3
squirearchy, lords of prolific half serh.".= ol
with but Nittle change until the presen e .
generation. Society accordingly here, too, *
assumed something of a clannish form,

and until the events of 1846 the relation

of . landlord and tenant in Galway was %
somewhat of a\patriarchal character. The * &
famine, howevey, and its effects made 80 /a3 ..ot
immense revoldtion in this state of things ;

vast clearancesfand evictions were effected ;

a race of nel proprietors was largely

introduced ; and the children of the soil

often fared ill in the struggles of lite and its

altered conditions.  Yet the traditions of
the past are still powerful ; and, taken as a

Galway, looking back at the
last 20 years, is decidedly a progressive/7;
county ; its live stock has enormously in-
creased, and its agricultural area has buat

little diminished, this as in the instance of

some other districts coinciding with a sys-

tem of rather small farms, and with a de-

cline of population small by comparison,

There is not much that deserves notice in

the social condition of the county, except, e»si
perhaps, that the aboriginal race seems to
me inferior to that of Kerry, and that a
large proportion of Galway landlords have
of late donc muchin the way of improve-
ment, As regards wages and the rate of
rent, they do not require particular atten-
tion, but several of the lately acquired es-
tates are, I am disposed to believe,very high-
ly rented.

What I wish to consider in this letter are
the circumstances of two or three estates in
this and the neighbouring county of Clare, 4
which throw a strong light on the Irish Land 4a
Quostion. In 1857 the vast property of the  gaae
late Marquig of Thomond in Clare was @@%%
in the Encumbered Estates Court, and por- soranesls
tions having been broken into small lots
were purchased by the cccupying tenant?. 1’&.
I examined one of these tracts and made
enquiriés about the rest, and the results are,
certainly not without interest. In some in-
stances the tenant proprietors retain and till//A

o

uag 2o
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tha land themselves, and in these prosperi
is the general rule and improvementis, fo
the most pnrt,.mdent. lgut in other instan-
ces, from want of capital, or some other
cause, the purchasers have sub-et their

holdings, and turned themselves into land
lords, and here Tittle progress 1s to be seen,

~——
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and the sub-tenants feel themselves in the | such a creation. The tenant purchasers who
4. - power of a class like the old grasping mid- | cultivate their lands themselves have done
dleman, ¢ Where Class No, 1 Rased >

purchased)”’ | well and improved their holdings, but a ten.
writes an intelligent person, ‘vast improve-

ments are observable in the way of building,

dency to subdivision has become manifest,

and in these cases there has been no pto-

fencing, and in some few"instances, draining. | gress, and a harsh class of middlemen has

w In a word, they have applied a good deal of | been bne consequence. The instance of the
Jabour to the land and. are enjoying the

tpe _ ! 2 estate leased by the fjrpwn is au.other exam-

“l 5 . ffuits of their labour in the Increased value | ple of the extraordindry benefit conferred

of their holdings ° Class No. 2, with hy giving security to a tenant, under a fair

but few exceptions, had to take the stock lease, on reasonabla conditions—two re-
from the land to sell it, in order to make [ quirements, it is unnccessary to say, essen-
up the purchase-money, and then let it to |tial to make this kind of contract of any
tenants, not-at such rents as they themselves | value to the occupier in Ireland, and not

X . beld it at, but in some cases at lwice and |always sufiiciently borne in mind. I turn
thrice the rents. This class of m@ now to aa instance which shows the inherent
has certain y done a vast deal of harm In | mischiefs of absenteeism under certain con-
the country ; being llwmsﬁvcs hungry for | ditions, and the haraships resulting from the
money, they squeeze as much out of "their | change to a commercial from a patriarchal
unfortunate tenants as ‘

possible. . These | system, in the management of a gingle es-
lands, I am sorry to say,

tion, are still unimproved,
remain 8o,"’ [

In another instance, also in Clare, a
small estate having escheated to the Crown,
it became the duty of the law officers to
provide for its mansgement and adminis
tration.  The tenantry were the ordinary
Irish peasantry, holding afreas of from
three to 45 acres; but they were tenants |
at will, at exorbitant rates: and in the

and are likely to [den goes for miles (thiou

gh a vast lonely
e ct of bog, waste, n&d heathery mountain,

enclosed only ina few\ places, and here and

there revealing, at distari™intervals the green
| spots that mark a ruined village once the
[ abode of a vanished population.” This tract
| is only a part of what was the enormous do-
main of a family well known in the local an-
nals of Galway, and conspicuous for its hos-

pitality and its recklessness. The lords of this

words of a gentleman who knows them [ region preferred to have a devoted tenantry
: well, “ what with rents, taxes, with the:to letting their rude wastes at the highest
am‘[ costs of evictions, drivers’ and sheriffs value; and gradually, even on these bleak

i fees, they were harassed and distressed to | hills and moors, a veasantry was aggregated
the utmost.”  The present Lord Chancel- | in econsiderable numbers, whose rude toil
lor of Jreland, then Attorney-General, di- | made isolated points fertile, and who led a
rected that the rents should be reduced to f not unhappy existence. The famine came,
»& sum  within the means of the tenants, | and this vast territory, incumbered previous-
. and that leases for a term of 31 years, | ly far beyond its value, fgll into the hands
with ordinary husbandry covenants, should | of a Corporation, which thus found itself at
be made to them, and my informant, whose | a critical juncture called upon  to discharge
credit is beyond dispute, proceeds,—¢¢ The | the duties of property, and intrusted with
result now 13'that they are a solvent and “ the care of this mass of bumanity. Fvery
respectable class of tenangss They are as | allowancgsought in fairness to be made for
) mdependent with their smatl farms, and/-abdy placed insuch a position, but certain-
and other | ly the administration of this immense tract,

¢+ as well able to pay their rent
liabilities as any tenantry in Clare," Fhey | since it came under the maragement of the
| strangers, has attracted painful attention.

are every day adding to the fertility of
The rental of the estates has been enormous-

their little farms by draining, fencing, sub-

soiling, and building. Although | ly raised ; an official return before me re-
the present rent is much lower thay the | cords that the society, between 1850 and

~ former, still the present landlord receives
satisfactorily much more rent than any for-
mer landlord ever did, much of the former
rent being spent in distraining, bailiffs’

1869, caused or procured the eviction of not

less than 1,442 families. Itis said that

rules of extreme stringency, unintelligible

ng 8p . to the peasantry, were until lately rigidly en-

and sherifls’ fees, ejectments, and other forced, and it cannot be doubted that some

legal expenses, dealings of the company were of a harsh
In the instance of the Thomond estate

; ) tendency. They have also been charged
we see a remarkable illustration of the ad. with want of

£ enerosity during the distress
vantage of asgul] propuetary under c8rtain | in 1861-2, ang even with obstructing the
conditions, and of the dangers incident to developement of the district, though T be-

with an odd excep- | taté, A traveller from Oughterard to Clif-/
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lieve that this was reaily due to legal diffi- |
culties arising from their deed of incorpora- |
tion. From all I have heard, no blame |
attaches to the present agent of this im. |
mense property. But judges, statfsmen, and
high official servants have censured acts of |
this association, The subject has been men-

tioned in Parliament, and I wound the feel- |
ings of no individual person when I say that
the Law Life Assurance Company, the |
successors of the Martins of Ballinahinch,

are considered severe landlords.

[
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material prosperity with formidable and
widespread moral disorder. Tt is, no doubt,
true that, considered as a whole, the agricul-
ture of Leinster, Munster and Connaught is

| still in a very backward state, that hundreds

of thousands of acres require draining, that
whole districts capable of improvement re-
main unenclosed and unreclaimed, and that,

| even in the actual area of husbandry, the

resources of the soil, in innumerable places,
are developed in a most imperfect way; nor
is there the least sign that the wealth of
these provinces will turn from the land to
manulpucturing industry. Itis true also that,

| of the immense class of the occupiers of the

GaLway, Nov. 4. |

A traveller who ascends a Jofty mountain |
in order to obtain a comprehensive view of
an extensive landscape in all its aspects,
halts usvally at some stage ir: his journey to
behold the scene which is gradually untold- |
ing its character before him in its true pro- |

ortins. He has not yet reached the high, |
ree summit from which, with no interven- |
ing obstacles, avd considering the progpect

from every side, he can form an es:imat. of |
all that it discloses, and thoroughly grasp-|
ing -its different features, can throw out a

complete description of it.  But he
that a part at least of the country which he
wishes to survey st1nds revealed before him,
and he pauses to take a glance at it, and to
interpret in its general outline, before he
speeds on his road upwards, I have attained
& point in an investigation—intended so far
as time will permit, to examine the Land |
Question of Ireland, in its different bearings,
at a variety of places—at which, before I
proceed further, | shall endeavour to indi-
cate, in a general way, certain broad results
that have impressed themselves on my un-
derstanding with decisive force during the
course of a tour, now of several months,
through Leinster, Munster, and a main
division of Connaught. My remarks will in
no sense forestall the elaborate review in |
minute detail of the land system of [reland |
a8 & whole which I hope to presert to your
readers ; still less will they deal with the
peculiar measures required, in my judgment,
to reform that system ; but they will, I hope,
bring together and express clearly what has
hitherto necessarily been -put forward in
these letters in a desultory manner, and may
even suggest a sound train of thought with
reference to the Land Question as it exists
in three of the four provin~es of Ireland.

Were I obljged to describe in asingle
sentence the ghdracteristics of the land sys-
tem of Irelagd, in its Eastern, Southern, and
Western divisions, I should say that they
combine, curiously, a reasonable extent of

feels |

soil in these portions of Ireland, a consider-
able fraction is exceedingly poor, and that
in some counties the small holders of land

|are in a depressed and indigent state ; nor

is it less certain that the arricultural labour-
ers are not alwaysin a prosperous condition,
after making every proper allowance for
their natural position in the social scale. It
would be idle, too, to say that the material
burden of ‘¢ landlordism’ is not occagion-
ally oppressive, or that a good many estates
are not over-rented. Speaking generally, I
have found. over-renting more prevalent in
the South aud South-West than in the Mid-
land and Eastern counties ; and, as might
have been expected, the light corn lands,
for which the poor peasantiy, for the mcst
part, compete, are, as a rule, relatively at a
higher rent than the rich pastures aund fine
tillage tracts often in the hands of capitalist
farmers. Notwithstanding, however, these
drawbaeks, the materia]' condition of this
vast part of Ireland is, on the whole, very
far from bad, especially for a purely agri-
cultural country, and its material progress
during the last 20 years has been, in my
opinion, great and decisive, I shall not, at
present, enter into statistics ; suffice itto say
that every known test of economic science
confirms the coiclusion that in Leinster,
Munster ‘and Connaught alike agriculture is
much better than'it was;. that the wealth of
these provinces has largely augmented, that
nothing like general destitution exists, and
the comforts of life are tolerably fairly dif-
fused among the various classes connected
with the land. Much as remains to be yet ac-
complished, whole tracts have been surpris-
singly improved ; it may be said that
«omparatively few districts are without signs
of this ameliorating precess ; and the im-
provements effected by the landlord class,
in some instances of an admirable kind, are
very considerable as contrasted with the
period of the Pevon Commission. The ten.
ant farmers, too, in very many cases, are
wealthy, or in easy circumstances ; 'as a body

-
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they are not sunk in poverty as they were
too often before 1846 ; and even the small
holders, though usually poor, cannot be
said to be in a state ot wretchedness, As
for the condition of the azricultural labourer
it is sorhething utterl{ different from what it
once was ; the miserable serf who in former
years was continnally on the verge of pau-
perism is now fairly rewarded _for his toil,
and earns wages probably hardly lower than
those of the same order in Devon and Som-
erset ; and though this change has been at
a terrible cost, I shall not argue as to its
national advantage. It may be asserted, tco,
without fear of contradiction, that if in some
districts rents are too high, they are not so
as a general rule ; that the pressure of rentd

QUESTION

among the landed classes are fur
less numerous than at a not distant pe-
riod. The instances of injystice that may
be directly ascribed to the evil spirit of
Protestant, ascendency are wholly insignifi-
cant in point of number, though, indirectly,
the influence of that spirit is not without
very plain consequences, The general
‘“ clearances '’ and evictions, in some cases
the inevitable results of the events of 1846,
have ceased ; and the process of the conso-
lidation of farms, the source of so much
bad blood and ill-will, too, as a rule, are
managed,not only better,but more humanely
)'ré’?p the point of view of the ordinary
tenant; the middleman class of grasping
landlords has been, with few exceptions,

compared with the returns of farming, is} got rid of ; the Court of Chancery no longer

much less than it formerly was ; that the ten-
dency of rent to be regulated by the competi-
tion of a half-starving population hasin a per-
ceptible degree, declined ; that, in this res-
pect,a decided revolution in the management
of estates has been effected. I have certain-
ly been visiting Ireland after a period of
good harvests and prices ; yet, in a material
point of view, the condition of Leinster,
Munster, and Connanght, allowing, of
course, for considerable exceptions, is not
without real evidences of prosperity, is not
such us ought to alarm a statesman, or lead
him to suspect great social mischief.

lays a hedvy hand on a vast mass of landed
property ; and even the mischiefs of ab-
senteeism have been, to a certain extent,
mitigated, complete non-residence being
now not common. KEven agrarian crimes,
whatever may be said, are few compared
with what they were; and, in a word,
many of the crying grievances and evils of
the past have been diminished, It is simply
untrue, too, that, as a class, or even in a
great many cases, landlords in these pro
vinces oppress their tenants; in fact, in
general, they conform fairly enough to the
usages of the country and their dependants’

Turning from the material state of these

wishies.. On the other hand, the tenart

provinees to the relations between the |farmers, on the whole, are no ‘longer the

owners and occupiers of the soil, apart
from present excitement aud passion, there
has been an improvement in some respects
within the space of a single generation.
Some, and probably not a few, landlords are
more exact and zealous of progress than
their predecessors of 30 years ago, and in
this way may be occasionally vexatious.
The general course of degling with land has
become, too, more strict-and gommercial
than it was before 1846, and this has not
seldom given offence to a pedsantry tradi-
tionally jealous and sensitive ; and in some
instances, the Landed Estates Court has
introduced a class of small, harsh landlords.
Moreover, acts of a direct wrong, as a
matter of course, may be laid now and then
to the charge of some proprietors, as, simi-
larly, acts of fraud, and misconduct—I do
not speak of violence or crime—are now

and then committed by a gertain number of | hardly admits of a question.

tenants ; such cases occurring more or less
frequently in every relation of social life.
But, considered fairly, the elements that
compose the land system of this part of Ire-
land would seem, in the abstract, to be

mere degraded peasantry they were in the
days of their forefathers ; they have read,
reasoned, and been taught a great deal ;
and though this has been a not unmixed
good, it has made them more manly and
self-reliant than their predecessors of another
age.

Yet, notwithstanding this material im-
provement and this apparent change for the
better in the general relations of the landed
classes, at no period, certainly in thig“cen-
tury, was the land system of these three pro-
vinces so condemned in opinion as it is
now, or so fruitful of discontent and peril.
It is only necessary to read an Irish news-
paper to see that from Meath to Kerry, and
from Galway to Cork, the tenant farmers
are, in different degrees, dissatisfied with
their existing position, and my own obser-
vation fully confirms a conclusion that
Moreover,

what is called ‘landlordism '"—the order
of things under which the soil is held in
ownership by one class, and is uved or oc-
cupied b
deseri

one much more numerous—is
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disfavo\r; and landlords, as a body, I re-
ay, stand comparatively isolated and

by an increasing force of popular

At the same time the original

principles that regulate rights connecied
with land are called into question and de-
cried ; the whole system of tenure generally
prevalent is pronounced incompatible with
the public good, and insupportable by the
tenantry as a class ; and the social relations
which are its results are characterized as no
longer tolerable. It is widely proclaimed
that landlords and tenants &tand towards
each other as despots And serfs, that law
arms the landlord with power destructive of
the well-being of the tenant, and deprives
the tenant of legitimate rights; that the
tenant is almost universally in a position of

her progress is an admitted fact ;. if not per-
fect in theory, the relations between the
landed classes work tolerably well ; land-
lords do not generally oppress their tenants ;
tenants are not generally wrangling with
their landlords ; rents are paid with admir-
able punctuality ; the law as to th> owner-
ship and occupation of land is all but iden-
tical in England and Ireland. DBut Ireland
is the prey of unscrupulous agitation; a
band of lay and sacredotal demagogues is
endeavouring for selfish or wicked ends to
provoke ill-will between landlord and tenant,
to attack property, and to create confusion ;
and an ignorant, excitable, and lawless

precarious dependence, and that a state of |

things so disastrous and false must be
brought speedily to a termination.
taneously with this, a series of claims to

Simul- |

a share in proprietary rights to the soil are |

put Frward on behalf of the tenant, and a

formidable agitation has sprung up to secure ‘
him-p pagtial ownership in his holding |

through a process verging on confiscation,
or, at least, equivalent tQ g complete change
in the existing conditions of landed tenure.
It must be added that agrarinn crime, all
but extinct not long ago, has burst out
again, and shows symptoms of/intreasing
life ; and, though the outrages committed
are comparatively few, the agrarian spirit
has seldom been so powerful throughout
these parts of the island. At this moment
it is not too much to say that it baffles, nay,
overbears the law, 1hat few landlords would
dare to oppose it, that it controls the man-

agement of landed property, that it vindi-
cates by terrorism, in a great measure, wh:\t‘;
the tenants considered their righttul de- |
mands, . In a word, the land system of this |
part of the conntry provokes great and ruin-

ous discontent ; the owners and occupiers
of the soil are in perlious antagonism ; and |
society heaves with elements of disturbance |
that armed force alone prevents from ex- |
ploding. Add to this that agrarian dissatis- ;
faction has asseciated itselt in some measure
with a revolutionary movement, directed |
from abroad, and assailing Government and |
social order ; and that though it is distinct
from Fenianism it is more or less in har-
mony with it, notwithstanding momentary
signs to the contrary.

A certain class of?pulilicians and thinkers
account in a compendious way for this
strange and ominous coincidence between a
reasonable degree of material well-bein
and menacing and general moral disorder.
Ireland, they say, never was so prosperous,

people, led astray by these execrable guides,
believes in the idle tales it hears, thinks
that its imaginary wiongs are real, and runs
into agrarian and Ienian violence, under
the inflyence of this atrocious teaching. I
do not J!-ny that all this contains a certain
amount of truth, and I confess to an absolute
want of sympathy with those who, for per-
gonal or evil objects, trade on the spirit of
discontent in Ireland-and stir up the ele-
ments of hatred and strife under the pre-

| tence of advocating the cause of the people.

But any one capable of understanding the
subject must know that agitation is not the
cause of national discontent, but a symptom
only ; that a great c.ass really satisfied with
its condition, or even conscious that its lot
was a just one, never yet was carried away
by a demagogue ; that popular grievances
must be well founded, especially at a time
of comparative prosperitv, before tkey pro-
duce general popular movements. Let us,
therefore, rejecting this superficial stuff,
consider calmly if there be nothing in the
relations between the owners angd occupiers
of the soil and in the lavs that deicrmine
their rights which, ona view of ordinary
human nature, may explain a great deal of
the moral disturbance now existinz in these
provinces ot Ireland.  The first broad fact
that attracts notice is that not less than
three fourths ot the occupiers of this imn-
mense area are a peasantry of small farmers
only, incapable, from the very nature of the
case, of dealing with their superiors on
equal terms, and yet, in the absence of man-
ufacturing wealth, attached to their hold-
ings by a strong instinct that from them
alone can' they obtain a livelihood, More-
over, rejecting individual cases, and even
making very large exceptions, this peasan-
try on the tracts they inhabit have done
nearly everything that has been done for
the land, have enclosed it, have fenced it,
and made it profitable, have raised on it
their humble homes, have gained that strong
moral claim to enjoy it, acquired by the ex
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clusive and suctessful outlay of labour on [tion. In proportion, too, as his intelligence

any given subject, or, in thousands of in-

stancer, by actual purchase with the acqui-
escence of their landlords.
antry—be it remembered, the great mass
of the tillers of the soil if we add to them
their dependent labourers —are, setting aside
a §mall minority, not one-¢ight probably
of the whole, in the position of mere ten.
ants-at-will, with no security for a continuous
tenure, paying rents that may at any mo-
ment be raised, and liable every year to
capricious eviction,

I have dlready indicated in previous letters |

the economic mischief of this state of things;
suffice it now to say that the unquestionable

progress made by Ireland during the last |

twenty years has been made, not through,
bat in spite of it; and there is reason to be-
lieve that that progress would have been
more certain and more rapid had a better
system of tenure existed. Let us now en-
deavour to think out what this condition of
affairs implies, and whether it is not closely
connected with the social troubles and dis-
quiet of Ireland. Tt means that in Leinster,
Munster and Connaught the great mass of
the occupiers of the land are in a state ot
precarious dependence, placed by law at the
mercy of a small body of landlords. It
meang that an order of individuals has legally
the power of oppressing a class that virtu-
ally represents the people, and, unhappily,
isdirectlytempted,through the raising of rent
or other means, to appropriate the fruits of
the industry of that class, or to destroy that
equitable title to occupancy it has gain-d
through its toil or by fair purchase, It
means that law under these conditions is
not only the exclusive privilege of the few,
but offers to them facilities of tyranny and
spoliation of the most cruel kind; that it
affords no protection to the many ; that it
does not save from unjust invasion what
morally are their sacred gights of property,
possessing in their eyes peculiar value. If
we reflect what this system of tenure must
appear to those who may suffer from it, we
shall; perhaps, cease to marvel that ac un.
grateful peasantry do not anpreciate its per-
fect equity, and are even greatly discontent-
ed with 1t. In this, too, possibly we may
perceive a reagon why. where this state of
affairs pyevails, material improvement and
civilization are attended by growing social
disorders. The more rich the peasant be-
comes, the more he lays out upon his hold-
ing, the more he adds to its beauty and value,
the more keen his apprehension is that he
may be mulcted in the shape of increased
rent, the more bitter his feelings grow when

Yet this peas-

is developed, as he rises in the scale of
society, as he becomes more of a free man,
does he resent the statp of vexatious thral.
|dom in which tenancy at will leaves him,
‘doc;x he dislike the arrangements which re-
duce him to subserviency to a master’s plea-
sure. To him, in fact,a rise in lifeis a
[ peril, the rewards of industry a possible
| mischief) the light given by knowledge a
| source of pain; and every step of advance-
| meat, he 'fhakes only shows. him more
| plainly his inferior position. If we put our-
selves in the place of that man, and reflect
that he has hundreds of thousands of fel-
[lows, we shall, perbaps, understand that
*¢ agitation '’ is not the sole cause of dis-
| content in Ireland, and that real grounds of
complaint exist ; and we may se¢ a reason
why widespread disturbance may occuar with
tolerable material prosperity.

Dismissing, again, considerable excep-
| tions, observe what law does, It allows a
landlord to assert an absolute ownership of
| the soil, though probab y he has done noth-
|ing for it ; it enables him to appropriate,
as part of the soil, all the benefits his ten-
ant may have added to it, perhaps more
than its original valuej; it treats the ordinary
tenant as a merely yearly possessor; and
will not rccognize as his proper'y the con-
tributions he has made to his holding, or
the price he may have paid down for it.
But it is straining a theory dangerously far
to sanction a landlord’s claim as ahsolute
owner ot land on which he expends nothing,
and his relation with which is that of a rent-
receiver only ; it i3 iniquitous that such a
landlord should have the power of taking
from another what belongs to him; it is
mons.rous that no protection should exist
for rights, often of the most valuable kind,
to which a tenant is morally entitled. In
this state of things Fact and Right declare
that landlord and tenant ouzht to have co-
ordinate interests in the lard, to be mea-
sured by a variety of tests; and the popular
sentiment expresses this, by claiming for
the tenant a perpetual or a protracted oceu-
pation of his holding. Law stands by ignor-
ing the claim, and, we may even say,
clashes sharply with justice alcng the who{c
domain of interests that touch the very life
of anation. Itis painful to dwell on the
sad consequences, but a social inquirer
must note the truth. _ Law having failed to
fulfil its duty, and to acknowledge the true
distribution of rights thht ought to co-exist
in the soil, the peasantgy have recourse to
another law, to supplement this fatal omis-
sion ; and agrarianism interferes to uphold

hb‘{nom that he is liable to sudden evic-
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i his intelligence legal system. The secret of agrarianism, [ the hearts of thousands, and they influence
in the scale of and of the hold it has on the minds of the | the administpation of hundreds of estates,
of a free man, easantry in these provinces—I do not speak | Precisely in the same way the acts of
vexatious thral- of its occasional excesses, but of 1ts general | wrong done by landlords of late have been
vill leaves him, and formidable power—is that they believe very few, but they have roused a spirit of
ments which re- that law does not do them justice, not that | alarm and passion that assails the whole
a master’s plea- a race singularly moral and religious, and | system of landed property. Throw a stone
rise in life is a gingularly free from social crime, is by|into a pond and it breaks the surface at a
stry a possible nature a breed of assassins. point so small that you can hardly see it,
y knowledge a ¢ But,’” interposes a saze objector, | yet how wide may the ripples extend-— how
tep of advance- i what is the use of all this vague declama- | great may be the disturbing inflgence ?
ws. him more tion'? This system may or may not be The conditions of occupationf therefore,
If we put our- good ; this law may or may not be just ;| subsisting in these provinces of Ireland ac-
nan, and reflect bat n> general oppression exists ; landlords | count fairly for a oreat deal of the dissatis-
»usands of fel- asually do in truth recogniz ¥ the partition | faction of the tenant-class, acd of the moral
nderstand that of interests you refer to ; look at facts and | disorder T have noticed. Certain facts
3 cause of dis- do not rurf off on theory.” DBut, in the first ) connected with the ownership of the soil
real grounds of place, any system whatever, or any law con- | haye a tendency in the same direction. I
Iy se¢ a reason stituted to ;llhuhl it, are to be judged by|have already gaid that the examples of
nay occur with . their essefftial merits, and not by their| wrong directly to be traced to the Protest-
. casual accidents. It is prcbable that the|dnt ascendency that still exists in these
lerable excep- Draconic Code did not cause the death of | parts of the Island are very tnfling as re-
3. It allows a many victims, that the old law which enabled | gards mere number ; but the circumstance
e ownership of the Roman patrician to immolate his ple- | that probubly seven-eighths of the land be-
has done noth- beian debtor was not often actually enforced, | long to a proprietary of Protestants, and
0 appropriate, that the great majority of the Southern | that, perhaps, (f\(,’h“'.l areat proportion _of
enefits his ten- planters were tolerably merciful to their | the occupiers are Roman Catholies, is not
perhaps more glaves. But who can justify the Draconic | without certain mischievous counsequences,
ts the ordinary ’Code' the old Romnn law of debtor and | especially recollecting Irish history. This o
iossessor ; and creditor, the institution of slave ownership ; | singular division, so far as I know unpar-
»per'y the con- and how can what is bad in itself change its | alleled in any other country in Europe, con-
ns holding, or inherent nature throuzh mere circumstance ? | verts the landlords, almost unconsciously,
1 down for it. In the next place, recoliecting the events | into a kind of distinct and isolated caste,
angerously far that happened in this part of [reland within | and alienating their dependents from them,
n as ahsolute a period comparatively recent, this apology | throws them into the arms of a priesthood,
iends nothing, fails even on its own assumption. After | most honourably devoted to theirg flocks,
that of a rent- the evictions and ‘¢ clearances’ of 1847—| but with no sympathy with a Protestant
3 that such a 1852, it carnot be said that at that time the \\ landed proprietary. The result 1s a moral
ver of taking interests of the tenants in their lands were | distinction, an antagonism, a want of real
to him; it is respected, and the memory of this is not|harmony in a relation requiring beyond all
should exist 'forzotten. And, lastly, this apology misses | others mutual goodwill and perfect con-
aluable kind, thenre:xl question, and does not even attempt | fidence, perceptible at once to a careful
entitled. In to meet it. Granting freely that as a gen- observer. The Protestant landlord, without
Right declare eral rule, landlords do uot injure or harass | knowing it, too often treats his Catholic
i to have co- their tenants, and do respect their fair | tenant as a being of an infevior order; i8
d, to be mea- rizhts to the soil, still instances to the con- | kind to him, but in a patronizing. way,
1 the popular trﬁry sometimes occur. The occurence of | seldom touches the chord that reaches his
claiming for these is always possible, and in the existing | heart ; in his intercourse with him is more
tracted occu- condition of landed tenurc this state of haughty and cold than an English landlord
ads by ignor- things produces results akin to those of|isas regards his tenants ; makes him feel
y even say, widespread oppression. The (w»ntluupl ap- | that he is a mere vassal, yet knows that he
ng the whole prehension of suffering has effects similar to | does not possess his allegiance. On the
the very life suffering itself, and a tenant at will dreads | other hand, the tenant considers his land-
iwell on the and hates a system which exposes him to | lord as one of a privileged class, who had
ial inquirer spoliation and capricious eviction, whether | at one time an odious monopoly of power,
ing failed to he is or is not despoiled or evicted. Those | and still has the means of doing him wrong ;
dge the true who will not admit that this is true will, he has a kind of instinctive dread and sus-
t to co-exist perhaps, consider & plain analogy. Atro- | picion of a demeanour not seldom unsym-
recourse to cious and frightful as they haye been, the pathetic, even of bount{ not always cordial
s fatal omis- sgrarian murders for the last eighteen | and gracious ; he feels his superior morally
18 to uphold months have not, I think, been twenty in | a stranger, and he turns in trust to his spirit-

ored in our number ; yet they have struck terror into | ual guide, who, perhaps not willingly, but
M
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not\the less surely, co-operates. in widghing
the wocial breach. The personal régard,
the happy traditions, the thorough goodwill,
the eghy confidence that unite the landed
classe§ of England cannotbe fully developed
in this state of things; and the compara-
tive absence of these influences contri{))ute,
to a certain extent, to the discontent of the
pedsamtry in these provinces and to their
dislike of actual landed arrangements.
Two further circumstances concur to in-
crease these sentiments and'to augment their
evils. Ithink that the enormous absenteeism
that prevails in Leinster, Munster and
Connaught is not without economic mischief,
#-but this is as nothing to the social conse-
uences, When vast tracts, perhaps a
axird of whole countiesy are deprived of the
presence of their owners, when, as is espe-
cially the case in Ireland, the larger aristo-
cracy are often non-resident and their social
influence for good is wanting, landed pro-
perty, in a great measure, is without the
links that attach a peasantry to it, and wears
a harsh and ungenial aspect. This state of
things engenders dissatisfaction, and this
rapidly passes into contempt and even
hatred of landed ownership, when absentee-
ism, as sometimes is the case, brings with it
exactiqn, neglect, and oppressicn, Let any
one read ,De Tocqueville’s. account of ab-
senteeism and its effects in France before
the Revolution of 1789, and he will seesone
causé why, in these parts of Ireland, so little
affection is felt for landlordismi, why it has
no hold on the popularsentiment. Another,
and not unimportant, cause arises from the
peculiar attitude taken by most of the land-
lords in these provinces in the political
affairs of the last 40 years, and from the
consequences that have ensued. This class,
as a rule, are Conservatives of a very mark-
ed and extreme kind, and they formerly had
an overwhelming political inf{uence,ln their
counties. That influence they have generally
used in opposing most of the great measures
which have been passed since 1828 for the
benefit of the Irish people, and the result
has been a protracted strife between them
and the classes beneath, which has termi-
nated in their complete discomfiture, At
this moment the sons of the men who, in the
last generation, drove their tenants to the
polls like a stupid herd are almost without
any power in politics ; and at the General
Election of 1868 were unable to offer any
real resistance to the will of the priests and
their own dependents. Landed property,
therefore, in this part of Ireland is at onte
unpopular and shorn of its influence ; it is at
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perhaps, the most disastrous that can occur
to any institution,

This remarkable combination of circum.
stances may indicate why, in these pro.
vinces, a fair degree of material prosperity
concurs with widespread social disturbanee,
To these we must add vague memories of
confiscations, of ancient tribal rights to the
soil, of conquests never wholly forgotten,—
all leading an excitable race to dislike the
existing land system, and agitation appeal:
ing to passion and stimulating the sense of
unjust law, I have writtenin vain if I have
not shown that this state of affairs is ahso.
lutely different from anything that exists in
Eugland. It would be as absurd to suppose
that the land system of Ireland resembles
that of England because legally and nomi-
nally there is a resemblance, as it would be
to imagine that the monarchy of Louis XVI.
was essentially similarto that of George ITI.
because three orders were to be found in
each, and both had sprung out of a commor
feudalism. It will be time enough to talk

f a . true likeness when the lands of the

eater part of England are occupied by a
poortenantry at will who have doue almost
everything for the soil ; when law in England
ignores their moral rights; when the owner-
ship and occupation of the country are
marked by a deep religious division; when
not only absenteeism exists but absenteeism
of the heart prevails; when lines of demar-
cation, palpable and distinct, draw a barrier
between the landed classes; when agrarian-
ism appears to defy Government, and usurps
the administration of landed property. Two
features in the land system of this part of
Ireland come out plainly after this brief re-
view ; the usual mode of tenure is utterly
vicious, the cond'tions of ownership are
widely disliked.
think, ought to fix his mind steadily on these
two facts, and to consider how to remedy
their mischiefs. A solution of the problem,
I dare to say, ought, if possible, to fulfil
four main conditions. In the first place, any
proposed reform ought t, respect religiously
all rights of property, taking the term in
its legitimate sense. In the second place it
ought to obliterate, as far as may be, te-
nancy at will, and substitute for it the secu-
rity of definite terms. In the third place, it
ought to make as few changes in our system
of law as are consistent with substantial
Justice, and not to disturb violently existing
usages, provided they can be reconciled
with right. And, lastly, subject to these
qualifications, it ought to fall in with
“Irigh ideas,” with the genius and instincts

once disliked and contemned, aconjucture,

of the Irish people. Such a reform; in. my
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opinion, is possible; T shall indicate its
specific outlines at a subsequent stage of this
inquiry.

No. XXII.
Ex~isxiLrLEN, Nov. 11,

The line from Galway to Mullingar runs
over a country the greater part of which I
have briefly described in previous letters/
At Mullingar a traveller to the north tuni
from the main route of the Midland Gre
Western to a branch which, by Cavan and
Clones connects itself with the Ulster raild
way system. It was raining so fiercely du
ring the first three hours I was upon this
fmrt of my way that I was able to see
hardly anything; the landscape, however,
seemed bleak and dreary in the thick drift
that shut in the horizon. ~After leaving
Cavan the November sun shone out towards
evening in a feeble ray, and I caught a
glimpsc of a pleasing succession of gentle
eminences and green uplands, here and
there fringed by dark woods and plantations,
The first sight which attracted my eye at
Clones wus a trophy of orange and crimson
flags, trailing from the parapets of the
parish church, to commemorate the glorious
6th of November, the anniversary of the
Gunpowder Plot and of the landing of Wil-
liam III. at Torbay; and the spectacle re-
minded me that by this time I-had passed
far within the precincts of Ulster. If the
sentiments which prompt displays of this
kind have something in them that commands
respect, the conversion of what ought to
be a centre of peace and goodwill to all
men into an offensive monument of ancient
discord is odious to a well-regulated mind ;
and it would be difficult to over-estimate its
galling effect on those to whom it recalls the
images of bitter subjugation and a pro-
scribed religion. Flags and banners are
harmless things in England, signs usually of
village revelry and mirth; in Ireland, and
especially o the Irish Catholic, they are
often the emblems of shame and defeat ;
and the view of that church, to me at least
new, gave me some notions of the feelings
engendered by Protestant ascendancy in
this island. From Clones night c{osed
over the scene; but as I have since driven
over the country between Enniskillen and
that place, I can describe it as a tract of low
hills and plains, for the most part fertile and
bright with verdure, bathed along its south-
ern verge by the waters of Erne, half lake,
half river, winding through labyrinths of
wooded slets, As for Enniskillen, it 18 a
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built houses, which, standing on an iislnnd
in the Erne, and commanding the only pas-
sugle along the water line from Belleck to
Belturbet, was once an important military
station to the colonists of the Ulster Pale,
but it has few features of modern interest.
Its name, howeve, will live in history in the
deeds of a past generation of citizens; acd
though the standards of Newtown Butler are
no longer seen in the town-hall, the place
uboun«fs in traditions of a day that went far
to turn the dtales of fortune in the memo-
rable struggle of 1688-9,

Iam writing from the capital of Ferma-
nagh, one of the-six counties which com-
pcse the area of the celebrated ¢ Planta-
tion of Ulster,”” and which, in different de-
grees, bear, to this day, the character of
that remarkable settlement. Fermanagh,
formerly the land of the Maguires, came
finally under the dominion of the Crown at
the commencement of the reign of James I. ;
and the attention of that Sovereign and his
Ministers was directed to the colonization
of the tract, together with that of the
greater part of Ulster, The genius of Bacon
in some measure presided over the proposed
plantation, and though his projects were not
wholly carried into effect, they have left
their mark on the work that was done, and
its comparative success may be ascribed to
him, }n all the preceding settlements of
Ireland, and, it must be added, in those
which followed, swarms of colonists were
let in on the land, with little provicion for
mutual support, and with no regard for the
xiti;hts or feelings of the aboriginal race
which rempined on the soil. The strangers
occupied the fertile places, often isolated,
and apart from each other; they lived on
them without the protection of dependents
of the same origin or blood ; and they were
surrounded by the flood of the vanquished
Irishry ; too often reduced to mere thraldom
and implacable because yholly despoiled and
outlawed. The consequpnces were, either
that the colonists sank gradually into the
mass of the natives, apd growing ‘‘more
Irish than the Irish themselves,” formed no
foundation for the power of KEngland; or,
as usually happened in later times, they
were marked off into a distinct caste, which,

upheld by England and Penal Laws, did not

continued morally separated from the
These mischiefs were, in part at_le
avoided in the settlement of {Jlster, and t
results are, to this day, manifest. Fermia-
nagh and the other forfeited counties weze
largely divided among ¢ undertakers,” fo
the most part of English and Scotch de-

neat little towa, of cleanly streets and well-
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comers stould be,‘‘regimented,”’ so to speak
on the soil, that they should hold all points
of vantage, and should build fortified dwel-
lings in close connection ; and, at the same
time, it/was made a condition of their grants
that they should bring over a considerable
‘number of tenants, who, curiously enough,
were in no instance to be in the position of
tenants at will, and who ware {0 become a
thriving yeomanry, allied to their lords in
race and religion, Nbdr were the conquered
Irish left out of the sfheme, or driven to the
resources of fury and\despair. Large allot-
ments of land were rgserved for them, and
though they were pladed in an inferior posi.
tion, and kept segragdted from their foreign
neighbours, this prabably was a merciful
arrangement, and whitever hardship appears
in it may be ascribed tosthe exigencies of
the time. . Unfortunately, they were degfed
the free exercise of their rul'i;;inn, Jough
Bacon argued conclusively in their ﬁlwmr;
yet, though they were treated ns a gubject
race, their lot was certainly a much, better
one than that of the vanquished Inigh in the
rest of the island,

The general result of this settlement was
that large English and Scottish colonies
established themselves firmly on the soil of
Ulster, overbore the-influence of the abori-
ginal people, and have gradually built up
the state of society which, for its compara-
tive tranquility and wealth, distinguishes
the province from the rest of Treland, The
“undertakers,’" -with their train of depend.
enis, rooted themselves in the suhjugafed
districts, and formed communities bound to
each other by tHe strongest and most endu-
ring ties : the children of the soil, though of

/ course sullenly,acquiesced slowly in a change

of fortune impossible to pravent or alter,
and not inconsistent with tolerable comfort.
Twice, when the Settlement was still recent,
in 1641 and 1688, they rose against their
alien superiors, but on hoth occasions they
were ultimately subdued; and since that
period they have not only abstained from
anything Aike a real insurrection, but they
have generally been more peaceable than
their brethren in the rest of the island,
Meantime the colonies, in the relation of
landlord and tenant, from the first clung to.
gether through all chances of fortune ;
have become a proprietary class, and one of
yeomen and peasants, identified in sympathy
and interest; have lived together in good
will ; and have placed Ulster in the front of
civilization in Ireland., And, what is more
remarkable, though to this day their de-
scendants have little in common with the
native race, though they treat them too
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rated from them by differences of religion,
too often leading to violence and dis-
cord, still they have formed for them-
selves agype of life whith that race shares
the full benefit, and they have raised it to a
position of security, in all relations con-
nected with land, which it does not enjoy
in the rest of Ireland. Socfety, accordingly,
in this part of the island, is tashioned upon
a hig)p)er pattern thanin Leinster, Munster,
or Connaught; and the results are seen in
comparative prosperity and progress, For
evidences gf this it is only necessary to pass
rapidly, I have done, from the South and
West, into this part of Ulster. Fermanagh
is not a very weaithy county, its agriculture
is nots particularly good, and, in driving
\hrough reveral districts if it, I saw & great
deal that would shock ascientific husband-
man, But, contrasted with Connaught, it
is another world; and, indeed, the.contragt
more or less applies to most of the other
counties I have seen.  The peasantry here
have a look of independence and even of
boldness that is‘very striking ; their inter-
course with their superiors is free and open ;
and, as for their dwellirigs, neat, tidy, an
clean, I have seen nothing like them since,
weeks ago, 1 1éft Bargy end Forth in Wex-
(ford, Fermanagh, I should add, is deci-
| dedly a progressive county, though the hold-
| ings are generally extremely small; and,
]th()ugh its population has declined a.great
denl, I"have reason to believe that but few
families have been altogether detached from
| the soil. Large “clearances'” and evictions
| were never known; the rate of wages is
something higher than in the South; the
land nowhere seems worn out ; and regard
being had to its present condition, I thought
it low r(-ntodymn the average,. the rents
varying from “about 12s. to 40s. the Irish
acre,

Those who believe that everything
in Igeland is to be ascribed to ‘P
alone will, of course, insist that this
prosperity is due wholly to the predo
of ¢ Protestantism’’ among the octupié
of the soil in Fermanagh; and those who
read history on a theory of race will point
to their Scottish or English extraction.
Now, I am inclined to think, although with
diffidence, that Protestantfsm, as compared
with Romanism, has a tendency to develope
more individual energy; and perhaps,
though the facts adn:its of dispute, a' Teu-
tonic breed is more apt than a Celtic in sur-
rounding itself with material comfort and
with the riches and conveniences of life.
But that neither of these causes will fully
explain the superior condition of this eounty,

much as a distinet caste, and they are sepa-
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or give a complete account of the matter,
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ices of religion, may be gathered from a simple considera- (in.many, perhaps most, of thé counties of
lence and dis- tion. Persons of all ranks, from the peer | Ireland, it is nowhere a local social custom,
med for them- to the peasant, have assured me that no |it has nowhere acquired a binding foree,
that race shares difference ¢an be traced, in point of industry, | save in a certain number of counties in Ul
ve raised it to a gelf-reliance, and thrift, between the Pro- | ster. This circumstance is, beyond. all
| relations con. testant and Saxon farmer of Fermanagh |doubt, due to the good feeling that pre-
does not enjoy and his Roman Catholic and Celtic fellow ; | vailed between the colonizing landlords and
ty, accordingly, that both cultivate the soil as well, that|tenants of the ¢ Plantation,” and which
tashioned upon both have equally comfortable homes, that | has continued through two centuries and a
inster, Munster, both are equally hardworking ; and though | half; and as I have said, the custrm once
its are seen in the Romar Catholic tenantry of this eounty | formed, extended itself iudifferently to all
progress, For are certainly not a favourdd class, and, even | in the position of occupiers of the soil, and
ecessary to pass yet, do not stand as high in the sociul | enured to the bepefit of the conquered na-
1 the South and scale us the Protestant, they in all respects, | tives. The col?tl?\ist tenant when he had
r. Fermanagh compete fairly with them. Ahis would 1 built his house on the rude waste on which
its agriculture clearly show that we must stek another|he had settled, and had enclosed it ahd
nd, in drivinfg reason why this part of Ulster is more | made it profitable, felt that he had a pro-
t, I saw & great prosperous than-most of thé other Provinces, | perty init; the colonist landlord, his brother
:utific husband- nor 18 that reason difficult t8"discover. . The | soldier, and his friend during a scries of
Connaught, it classes conpected with the soil in lhis! generations, acquiesced in what was natu-
d, the.contragt county which have shaped its destiny, and | rally just, and the practice gradually become
st 'of ‘the other given it its social form, have for tenturies | g3neral; was applied to tenants of all kinds,
peasantry here lived tcgether in goodwill; and, in the r€la- | and received the sanction of unbroken usage,
e and even of tion of landlord and tenant, have treated |stronger than -law in certain stages of so-
g ; their inter- each other with mutual regard, have-consid- | ciety. In this way Tenant Right grew up,
free and open ; ered their respective rights and duties, and | and, to this hour, it affects estates in this

neat, tidy, an have even extended 1he gracious usagvsf county more or less sensibly, though I have

ke them since, which have been the fruit of this state of | reason to believe that its binding force is
Forth in Wex- things to those once ina thoroughly subject | less powerful than it has formerly 'been.

| add, is deci- position, and still widely separated in race| The custom, as it exisis now, may be said
ough the hold- and religion,  Society, accordingly, has|to be that the Fermanagh tenant, whether
7 small; -and, grown up under kindlier and more happy \ his tenure be by lease or at will, has a kind
:clined a.great auspices than in less fortunate districts ; and | of interest in his holding, which his landlord
e that but few the great relation of owner and occupier of | is under an obligation to respect, and which
detached from the soil having been placed on foundations | realizes itself—if I may use the expression
? and evictions comparatively sound, security and progress | —on whatever occasion, or by what-
y of wages is have been the consequence.  This leads me | ever means, his lands- are transferred
e South; the to examine the famous custom, which, so te'{to a new possessor. During his occu-
; and regard gpeak, is the visible expression of this har- | pation his only sfafus is that of a tenant
ion, I thought mopy " between the landed classes, and | measured by his tenure ; but should he sur-
\ge,. the rents whi¢h is considered by some persons as the | render his land to his lanclord, or should he,
10s. the Irish model for a reform of the land system of | even, be evicted from it, he becomes en-
Ireland.  Fermanagh is a Tenant-Right| titled to a money payment for the goodwill,

ything # county ; the usage exists on most estates in | and he has a right to obtain a similar sum, or
to “ Plyd it,*in ditferent forms and various degrees, its | whatever sum he can reasonably obtain,
it this fedadv spirit is universally prevalent, and I have | should he alienate his holding to a purchaser.
oredo done my best during a brief stay here to| As the landlord, too, on the one hand,
he oc make myself familiar with its nature and | ought to protect this peculiar interest of his
d those who working. tenant and not impair it by raising rent ca-
ce will point The custom known by the name of Tenant | priciously, or by any undue exercise of
h extraction. Right exists in a kind of loose way, half | power, 80, on the other hand, it is the duty
Ithough with recognised, yet not acknowledged as ?)inding of the tenant to see that the landlord’s
as compared in other parts of Ireland besides Ulster, In|rights are upheld; and accordingly, the
7 to develope my judgmeng it may lJt“ ultimately traced to | custom always %ives a landlord a title to
nd perhaps, a sentiment implanted in human nature that | control and regulate the transfer of the in-
pute, a Teu- when, as is usually the case in Ireland, a |terest of the tenant, and enables him oceca-
Celtic in sur- w tenant has done much for his holding, | sionally fo raise his rents, according tosome
comfort and and has been long in occupation of it, he |rude standard of justice, not well defined,

nees of life. acquires a kind of interest in:it which | but pretty fairly adjusted,

w will fally is more or less at his disposition. But | _Such, I believe, is the true conception of

f this eounty, thcugh Tenant Right exists in a crude form | the Tenant Right thut exists in this county,
the ‘matter, on isolated estates, and in exceptional cases, | apart from modifying and accidental cir-
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cumstances. Itis atacit condition annexed
to a tenancy, that, subject to the just rights
of a landlord, a tenant shall have an interest
in his land which shall secure him a price
for the goodwiil of it on a loss or a transfer
of the possession. In this county it is to be
found in a variety of forms on different
estates ; and, on the whole, I am inclined
to think its influence as a customn is on the
decline ; but the same idea underlies it in
all its complex manifestations, and it is still
really a local law of property, to which the
landed classes, as-a rule, conform. It occurs
only in a few instances, in which I may call
its most simple type, that the tenant shall
have complete liberty to dispose of his in-
terest in market overt, to a purchaser at
the highest price, subject only to a veto on

the part of the landlord, in order to exclude |

an improper purchuser and to secure a rea-
sonably good incoming tenant. Not many
Fermanagh landlords, I believe, directly
sanction or countenance a practice which,
as I have pointed out before, hasa terdency
to reduce un owner to the positioa of a mere
rent charger, and gives a tenant or & pur-
chaser from him an interest akin to the real
ownership on the payment of an annual

anything like a large scale, they would be
stopped by a combination of all classes
which, I have no doubt, would prove irre-
sistable. The Tenant Right, secured in
this way, varies greatly in value on different
estates, according to a variety of circum-
stances, depending partly op-the restrictions
on it, and in some degree on the character
6f the londlord. It seldom, I think, falls
short of a price equivalent to three years’
rent of a holding, and it may raise to a price
of six or eight years’ rent, but it fluctuates
so much that it is, pechaps, impossible to
form an estimate of the real average. Sub-
ject tq this right, such as it is, the landlord
enjoys “all other rights of property, ard he
is considered entitled to raise his rents, ac-
cording to fair dealing and justice, provided
the rise does not encroach on what is thought
the tenant’s sacred peculium.

It is not difficult to point out the economic
defectaof this singular custom. [ do not
attach any great importance to the objec-
tion that its tendency is to prevent the ap-
plication of capital to land, inasmuch as an
incoming tenaut often puys his predecessor
a large sum which otherwise he would lay
out on his farm. This objection is fairly

renter. In most instances, landlords have
set restrictions on the tenants’ power of
disposition, and either appraise the value of
the goodwiil, and buy out the Terant Right
themselves, disincumbering their estates of
the charge ; or else compel the tenant to |
transfer the goedwill 1o a fellow tenant |
only ; or put a maximum price on the Ten- |
ant Right, which alone, they avow, they |
will respect; or, finally, discountenance |
the Tenant Right, unless proof be afforded
that the Jands have been improved during
the tenant's possession. Through these
expedients, obviously intended to reconcile
the dominion of the landlord with a claim
more or less an intrusion on it, the jus
disponendi of the tenant is fettered in a
variety of ways, his interest may be consi-
derably modified, and, in some cases, com- |
glaints are made that the Tenant Right is

eing gradually reduced and undermined by
all kinds of process. Nevertheless the \
Right exists as a fact ; it is recognized in
some shape or other on almost all estates in ‘
this county ; it is sustained by what is a |
local law ; und hardly a landlord, I venture
to say, would invade it directly, either by |
evictng % tenant at will without some pay- |
ment, or by destroying the Tenant Right by |
raising rent suddenly on an intending pur- |
chaser. Such acts certainly may occur, and
have perhaps occurred in rare instances,
but they are thoroughly condemned in gen-
eral opinion, and, were they attempted on

answered by the fact that the tenantry of
this county, though seldom wealthy, pursue
a course of cultivation reasonably good, and
very much better than that of the corres-
ponding class in the greater number of the
southern counties; and these small farms
have usually some savings, and an ampje
fund of that great spring and ‘creator’of
capital, sturdy industry. This objéction,
moreover, at bottom assumes that the outla:

for Tenant Right is sheer waste, and that 1t
gecures only the mere legal tenure, whereas
in truth it 1s a purchase of what is a valu-
able interest guaranteed by a local law of
opinion. The true economic objection to
the custom I conceive to be that it has a
tendency to confuse the rights ¢f landlord
and tenant—to make them/ concurrent
owners of the land with interests imperfectly
defined ; and, accordingly, it may possibly
operate, through this partition, to retard
improvements. Land distributed in this
curious way, so to speak, ‘‘falls between
two stools ;'’ and, perhaps, neither landlord
nor tenant is so stimulated to call out its
resources £8 they would be if the one re-
tained the absolute dominion of the fee, and
the other held by a definite contract. On
the other hand, where it has taken root the
custom works very well on the whole, and,
as compared with the precarious tenures of
the south, produces good social and econo-
mic results, In the first place, as the land-
lord's arrears are a first ciarge on the Ten-

ant Right, his rent1s
evictions really are
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ant Right, his rent 1s ﬂ]Wil)'é\prﬂ(:ti(‘n“y safe ;
evictions really are seldom heard of; and,
asI have said, the Tenant Right does ngt
interfere with a fair rise of rent according |
to the natural advance of society. In the
second place. even if an eviction should |
chance to be made, its hardships are less-
ened, the outgoing tenant having the cer-
tainty of a provision, and he is nct, as he
too often is in the south, driven suddenly
from his home to the workhouse. Lastly,
and most important of all, the custcm, as it
is found here, establishes really that security
of tenure which in Ireland is supposed to be
fhe first condition ot agricultural progress
and of social weil being and peace. Tt is
well un‘erstood that the Tenant Right,
whatever it is, is to be respected ; it shields,
8o to speak, the tenant’s title, and the sale-
able interest of the tenaut, whether in his
hands or in those of a purchaser from him,
is not only not to be invaded by the land-
lord, but actually supports his claim to the |
possession. Although his status s
measured by his legal tenure, tbe jus
disponendi he enjoys relates, ss lawyers
would say, to protect him, and gives |
him virtually an occupation hardly evey |
disturbed.

It would be, however, shallow to imagine |
that this custom is the only or the main
cause of the comparative prosperity of this |
county. That prosrerity is to be traced, I
belieye, to the fortunate relations which,
durir ﬂrn(m‘ips, have existed between land-
lordsind tenants descended from the origi-
nal colonists, and which have so thoroughly
moulded the type of society that they have
even protected the aboriginal race, which,
thoug{: certainly even tothis day a caste
rather distinct, nevertheless enjoys security
and justice on the soil extensively occupied
by it. Tenant Right, in truth, is merely a |
visible sign of the general goodwill which |
knits the landlords and tenants of Fer-|
managh together, and which is the real|
cause of the welfare of this district. It will
be observec, too, that, vieweds critically and
apart from its social conditions, the custom |
is really a vague thing, theoretically of no
great value, and liable to be destroyed or
invaded—nay, conceivably, worthless, if dis-
engaged from the peculiar circumstances
which have given it being, Tenant Right
is unknown to the law of the land, though
sustained here by a local law whichno land.
lord, perhaps, would directly break; and,
accordingly, held in respect as it is, it can-
not afford that absolute protection which
the authority of the estate can alone give.

From its very nature, too, it is expose_d_ to
danger, for it does not provide any positive

guarantee against the capricious raising of
rent or the eviction which would completely
destroy it; and it is difficult to see how
any general law could shield it completely
against such attacks without assailing sen-
ously the rights of property.
it is a right of which the value varies greatly
within narrow limits ; and though, probably,
no landlord of this county would defy it
openly, some landlords have restricted it a
good deal, and are, so to speak, nibbling it
awayv,

At best, too,

Ior these reasons it is not consider-

ed even by those who have the benefit of it
to form a perfect system of landed tenure ;
and few persons go as far as to say that it
is little more than a showy delusion. Ien-
Jeavoured to form a .rough estimate of its
value in gereral opinion here, and asked
farmers in many places whether they would
prefer their Tenant Right to a lease, at the
existing rent, for a reasonable term, under
fair covenants.
answer in every instance; there was not
even asingle exception: and it wou!d thus
appear'that some tenants, at least, in this
county, are not only willing to exchange the
custom for a definite contract, but that the
custom, in their judgment, give them only a
| qualified security of tenure.

“The lease’ was the

No. XXIII.
LoNpoNDERRY, Nov. 19.

I set off from Enniskillen with the expect

tation that a few hours’ journey would bring
me safely to this historic city.
winter’s day had reached its clcse before I
left the capital of Fermanagh, and I only
speak from hearsay when I
the country through
passed as a
undulating
of an uninteresting character.,
riving at Strabane, the point at which the

The short

describe
which the train
succession of  hills and
lands, for the most part
On ar-

Mourne and the Finn run into the Foyle,
the carriages suddenly came to a stop, and
the intelligence went round that a violent
flood in these mountainrivers had made the
line impassable for miles, and that we might
remain where we were all night, The morn-
ing revealed a scene such as that painted by
Virgil with the happiest touch in his sketch
of the Italian valley overrun by the Po
and its affluents, From the narrow ridge of
the embankment we saw trees, houses, and
fences emerge from what seemed far and
near a spreading lake, and two or three
lines of seething eddies marked the channels
of the torrents that rushed foaming on their
way seawards. After some trouble we were
landed at Strabane, its little streets turned
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for the time into lagunes, and I drove thence | desperate sally, commands, as is fitling,

] o
on an upland road along the edge of sheets | the whole scene ; and the venerable guns,
of flood which covered thousands of acres. | which did ood service in one of the

It is evide:ut that the north as well as the ‘ grandest passages of history, still frown

south of [reland wants a good system of ar-
terial deainage, the main outfalls of the |
whole island being unable at their present

levels to carry off their superfluous waters ;
and, in this single instance, I suppose the

flood has destroyed or damaged a large
amount of property. After leaving Strabane

you pass into a region of fair and cultivated
lands, laid out pleasantly in broad enclosures
and the little farms of a thriving peasantry ;
and the eye dwel!s with delight on a long
succession of fine farm dwellings aud

neat homesteads, which, in the midst of

trim tillage and pasture fields, give a charm
to the surrounding landscape. This is part
of the estates of the Duke of Abercorn, and
this tract and another which forms an out-
lying portion of the property of Lord Krne
in Donegal seemed to me to deserve especial
notice, though all the country wears a civil-
ized and flourishing aspect. The Duke and
Lord Erne are well known as two of the
best landlords in Ulster, fulfilling honorably
the duties of property, and just and liberal
to their dependents ; aud I am happy to say
that what [ saw of their estates bears wit-
ness to their general reputation, A little
incident on my drive marks the extraordi-
nary distinction which popular opinion in
the north and in the other provinces of Ire-
land makes in estimating the obligations of
landed property. I was casually told that
t“the Duke of Abercorn and Lord Erne
were very good landlords, but rather hard,
as they would not allow more than five years’
tenant-right to an out-going tenant.” A
Southern landlord of equal liberality would
be lauded as a marvellous phenomenon.
Londonderry is a busy and wealthy town
of well-built houses and clean streets,
rising along a hill which, hemmed in by
eminences, reaches down to the estuary
of the Foyle. Like Vienna, the old city
has long ago spread itself beyond its ori-
ginal limits ; a larze and populous suburb
extends on all sides from the ancient
Acropolis ; and smoky factories, crowds of
shippinz, and wharves and warehouses
densely ‘stored show that the place is a
geat of thrivine commerce, Yet to this
hour Lo.ilouderry attests the memory of
a very different time, when its heroic gar-
rison saw the tents of Rosen wind rouad
them a deadly coil of famine, and their
failing eyes during months looked inivain
for deliverance across their imPrisoned
river, The Protestant cathedral, its altar
crowned with the flagsiaves taken in a

| along the unconquerable ramparts, preser-
i ved with pious care by the citizens. Trophies
| of a greater yet less memorable siese min-
| gles here and ‘there with these fumous rel-
|ies ; and a passing visitor observes with

| pleasure that if Protestant and Catholic Irs-

[ land must still think differently of the glo-
ries of Derry; they have shared equally in
those of Sebastopol. IMar beyond the 110.111('1'-
rium of the sacred walls, on a spot once
‘]m[d by the soldiers of Jumes, ;leni(esli('
| Cathelic Church is now seen ; a pledge, let
us hope, that Christian good-will, will at last
under just laws and government, obliterate
the traces of war and discord; though un-
happily, that day has not yet shone on Derry.
Outside the town trim villas and gardens,
extending for a considerable distance, attest
the opulence of successful traders ; and for
some miles the adjoining country spreads
out into broad fields and (’n"l.u:ll‘\‘.\‘, in
places dotted withk fine homesteads, which
prove ata glance, that capital and skill have
here established large farm husbandry, As
regards the general features of the tJ-uunty,
[itis & broad tract of not very fertile soil,
divided midway by a mountain range, and
broken into a series of hills and lowlands,
flowing in many places Wwith abundant wa-
ters. There are some large farms in the
few rich tracts, and all that I saw were in
excellent order ; butthe holdings are for
the most part small, and thourh many are
admurably tilled,some certainly are in a back-
ward condition,  On the whole, however,
the agricutture of the county seemed to me
very good, decidedly better than that of Fer-
maragh; and the peasartry arca self-reliant
and independent race, their accent and bear-
ing revealing at once the predominance in
them of Scottish blood. Lorfdonderry i3 a
yery progressive county,its a rricultural area
huv}ng been enlarged nearly one-twelfth
during the last 15 years, and its live stock
having increased in value not less than 66
per cent, between 1841 and 1861 ; in this,
too, as in other instances, we see progress
coinciding with a decline of [)U])uh;tion
relatively small, and a system of relatively
small farms. Making every allowance for
disturbing causes, this concurrence, repeat-
ing itself’ so ofien, must be pronounced
significant in the @xtremec.

_ Londonderry is one of the six cOMnties
included in the fameus ‘ Plantation of
Ulster.”  Here, as in Fermanagh, a
powerful colony of Anglo- cottishobreed,

and in faith Protestant, established itself
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firmly upon the soil, united in therelaticn of
landlord and tenant, and built up a new
order of society which has developed the
germs of eivilized life, and has been ascend-
ant during two canturies. Here, too, the usa-
ges connected with land which grow out of
the intimate ties that bound together the
original settlers, took root and modified the
whole system of tenure; and bere, too,
these usages gradually were extended to
the aboriginal race, and gave it protection
under its conquerors.  Speaking generally,
therefore, the land system of Londonderry
resembles that of Fermanagh in its essential
and most characteristic features ; in the
ownership and. occupation of the soil we gce
decp and indelible traces of the intimate
association of the early colonis(s ; a custom
still of extraordinary force, gives the occu-
pier a peculisr interest in his holding ; and
the benefit of this local law applies indiffer-
ently to the Roman Catholic Celt and to the
Protestant descendant of the Anglo-Scot-
tish settler. In one particular, however, of
some importance, a difference may be per-
ceived in the landed relations of the two
counties. The landlords of Fermanagh are,
for the most part resident; some of the
principal landlords are particularly good ;
and the result is that the connexioh between
the landed classes in that county is general-
ly of a pleasing kind, and retains much of
its primitive character. On the other hand,

greater part of: Londonderry has been pos-
sessed by the great London Companies,
which, under the control of the Ivish So-
ciety, received grants of nearly the whole
county ; and these proprietors having been
always absentees, the consequences are |
distinctly manifest. In the early age of |
colonization and conqnest% Companies,
or their agents, no doubt reSembled all the
‘‘ Plantation landlords.”” Connected with
the occupiers on their estates bv the closest
links of affection or interest, they co-oper-
ated in fashioning the type of life which was
the expression of this sympathy, and they
sanctioned or encouraged the growth of the
usages common to the whole settlement. In
this way their non-resident proprietorship
was long probably without any bad effect,
and, even at this day, its results have bcen
less mischievous than might have been sup-
posed, for the tenants on their lands, still
tolerably secared in the enjoyment of their
ancient _privileges, can thrive ver}\; well
without landlord assistance.  Still, the ab-
senteeisin of these societies, as time has rol-
led on, has had a tendency to weaken the
regard which ought to exist between the
pwaer and occupier of the soil ; and it has

¥

-

deprived the relation of landlord and tenant
throughout this county of much that adorns
it and gives it lasting strength. The Com-
panies are not liked as landlords ; complaints
are made ngainst several of them, and
though I believe that, in general, they admin-
ister their estates very well, and they are
neither illiberal nor harsh, public opinion is
rather opposed to them, and they huve prq;
bably weakened the moral influence of land:
lords over a very large district.
Notwithstanding this distinction, however,
Londonderry corresponds to Fermanagh in
the most vital point of its landed relations.
Londonderry is eminently a tenant-right
county, and the custom, in a greater or less
degree, affects probably nearly all estates in
it. The value, moreover, of the right is
decidedly higher than in Fermanagh, either
because 1t was once more thoroughly recog-
nized, or because, as I suspect, the Kondon»
derry farmers, being wealthier than their
Fermanagh brethren, raise the price by a
keener competition ; and it ranges here, I
think, on an average of from five to twent{
years' rent of the land, say from GZ to 24/,
the Irish acre. In Londonderry, too, as in
Fermanagh, the landlerds endeavour in a
variety of wags to control, limit, or appraise
the right, in order to keep it within bounds
and to reconcile it with their legal owner-
ship. In this respect individual proprietors
and the Companies act very much alike ;
and though the right is still ﬁrmlry upheld by
a local law of public opinion, I' think the
general tendency of affairs is, as in Fer-
managh, to weaken its efficacy. Having

&lrea«fy explained the origin and nature of

this singular modification of tenure, which,
wherever it exists, gives a tenant of land an
interest that, though always potential, is
realized, so to sneak, when he leaves his
holding, I proceed to consider it more
closely. Viewed as an existing fact of
society, tenantright really all but ussures
security of tenure to its possessor; and,
whatever landlords may think to the con-
trary, it gives a tenant, eccording to its
value, an indefinite partnership in the soil,
or, at Jeast, an indefinite charge on it.
When the custom of a district declares that
an occupier of land has an interest in it
which, even though it fluctuates in amount,
is substantial and can be bought and sold,
and when it condemas every breach of this
usage, it is evident that a tenant will be
seldom disturbed, that he has a positive
hold on  his firm, and that, practically, he
has a sharé of some kind Heyond' his tenure
in the fée simple. Accord{ngly, in tenant-
right counties evictions have always been
very uncommon ; and landlords and tenants,
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as a matter of fact, without regarding legal
distinctions, and, as it were, unconsciously
and by tacit consent, have a sort of divided
right in the soil ; not the same, perhaps, on
any two estates, differing often strangely in
different places, yet usually settled by some
rude equity in & prolonged course of mutual
dealing. Yet though tenant-right has really
these effects, and unquestionably more or
less entrenches upon the absolute ownership
of the soil, it is singular, nevertheless, how
aptly as a general rule it adjusts itself to the
ordinary relations of landlord and tenant,
and to the incidents that belong to them. I
have no doubt that it does operate to lessen
the natural rent of the landlord ; but it
does so to a much less extent than, econo-
mically, would be supposed, and it seems to
be assumed that if all estates were suddenly
relieved of the burden their rent would not
rise nearly in proportion. Tenant-right,
too, as I have remarked before, is found
compatible with a fair rise of rent, accord-
ing to some rough standard of justice, even
though the rise may in some measure
affect the interest of the occupier in his
holding.

Such is tenant-right, as a matter of fact,
in adistrict where it is really respected ; and
it must be added that it coincides at least
with quiet possession, with social progress,
and with immunity from agrarian outrage.
It is virtually a concurrent interest in land
vested in a tenant beyond his legal status,
which encroaches more orless on a land-
lord’s rights, and yet is found co-existing
with them, though sustained only by local
custom. Viewed critically, and apart from
circumstances, it i3 obvious how closely it
corresponds to those equities in the soil of
the tepant of the South, which, though not
upheld by the same sanction, and existing as
it were upon sufferance, are nevertheless
not often infringed. The tenant-right of
Jlster, in truth, is nothing more than a free
development of the practice which permits
the sale of the goodwill of lands, which

revails in several parts of the South, which
ﬁundreds of Southern landlords wink at,
and a few encourage to the fullest extent,
and which, when once a farm has come into
the bands of a purchaser for valuable con-
sideration, woul(I be almost universally ac-
quiesced in, even though no license to™ sell
had been given. In its vagueness, too, in
its indefinite nature, in its variableness as
reﬁardl different estates, in the difficulty of
reducing it to any positive standard, the
n'fght has a very plain analogy to the equity
of the tenant in respect of improvements, of
which I have so ogn written in the South,
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the chief test that decides its value ; and
in fact, it might be almost as easy to sa
what, taking large districts, ought to be the
claim of the occupiers on them for compen.
sation for their contributions to the soil, as
it would be to declare what their tenant.
right ought to be worth in the general mar.
ket. It 1s, however, when we come to con-
sider tenantright and these analogous
equities with reference to our legal system
that the resemblance between them becomes
most striking, and most distinctly challenges
attention. In different degrees these com.
mon claims of the Irish tenant tend to
engraft an interest in a landlord’s estate
derogatory from absolute ownership ; in
the case of the tenant-right of Ulster; an
interest of a very decided kind; in the case
of the looser equities of the South, an inter-
est less clear or Jess recognized, but, not.
withstanding, usually respected. - This in:
terest, however, althoughit conflicts directly
with a landlord’s legal rights, is not, either
in the North or in the South, protected by
the Stute ; and as a Southern proprietor may
ignore any equily of his tenant in respect
of improvements or of money laid out in'the
purchase of good will, so a Northern pro-
prietor, as & matter of law, may extinguish
the tenant-right on Lis estates, either by
unduly raising his rent, by a notice to quit,
or by eviction, assuming of course, as gen-
erally happens, that legally his tenant holds
only at will.

¥'rom these considerations it follows, that
in this great matter of landed tenure, law,
in theory, is at issue with fact and rightin
Ulster, s in the rest of Ireland. Here, as
in the other parts of the island, law declares
that a landlord is an absolute owner, though
his estate may be subject to claims which
morally abridge his rights extremely, and,
in the face of the strongest custom, it ‘will
sanction his abolition ot those claims, and
will even give him facilities for the purpose.
Abstractedly, therefore, it would appearas
if the tenant of the North were in as bad a
plight as his Southern fellow—nay; in &
worse plight, inasmuch as his tenant-right
often far exceeds in value any equity which
may belong to the other. We know, how-
ever, that, in fact, the difference between
the two is immeuse; that the temant of
Ulster usually feels hrmself ‘secure and en-
titled to a real property in his holding, while
the tenant of the South has no such counvie-
tion, and too often-acts as though his tenure
were & mere precarious annual possession.
The simple reason is that, in the one case
custom, acting with the foré® of local law,
and resting upon the happy traditions that

even though, as I think, this element is not
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really restrain the law of the land, and al-
most always vindicates the rights of the
temant'; whereas, in the other, such a guar-
antee is wanting, and the tenant is left -com-

ively defenceless, unless he chooses
to have recourse to agrarianism as his only
safeguard. In the one case an imperium in
imperio is created with all but controlling
power ; in the other there is no such salutary
check, any check there is feeble or bad;
and the result is that the general law is
much less impeded in working injustice,
Yevit is not to be denied that even here
the mischief of law being opposed to fact
has now and then made itself evident ;
that custom has not always succeeded in
upholding the fair rights of the tenant’; and
that Londonderry has a land question, and
one, too, that may become serious. I have
heard otl more than one clear instance in
which purchasers in the Landed Estates
Court have directly invaded the tenant-right
that existed for ages upon the lgnd; at this
moment there is much apprehension that,
in the case of a very large estate about to
be brought before that tribunal, a similar
course will be pursued, and I am inclined to
think that a general tendency to abridge
the right gradually may be noticed. The
results, though not the same in degree, re-
semble in kind those witnessed in the South,
after any act of landlord oppression, or
any unfair exercise of landlord privileges.
A sense of insecurity is diffused over a very
considerable district; complaints of griev-
ances are loudly urged ; and a gentleman of
great experience told me that though agra-
rian crime was unknown in this county, and
tenant farmers properly trusted to public
opinion to maintain their rights, they had
more sympathy with the agrariunism of the
Bouth, and certainly with the claims.of the
Southern peasantry, than a stranger would
suspect or imagine. In fact, he said, but
for their religious discords, North and South
would readily coalesce in a general move-
ment for tenant-right, and such a coalition
may not be far distant.

or all these reasons it seems impossible
that the tenant-right which exists in this

county, involving as it does great rights of

property yet ill-defined, and depending on
custom only, without the sanction of general
law, can be allowed to continue in its pre-
gent condition. How to deal with this
singular interest in the soil, of vast import-
auee, but difficult to value; and Protean in
its'numerous forms, is certainly a perplexin
roblem, I asked several farmers, land-
‘lords, and agents whether they thought the
right, according to its worth, could be'com-
muted into definite terms, of varying dura-

tion, secured by leases, and whether this
would be deemed satisfactory. In Ferman-
agh the answers were all one way; in
Londonderry, where tenant-right has ab-
sorbed a much greater amount of capital,
they were so conflicting that [ have not been
able even to guess the tendency of general
opinion.

No. XXIV.

Bevrast, Nov. 21.

The train from Londonderry to Coleraine
gkirts the shores of Lough Foyle| for a con-
giderable distance and runs along a narrow
belt of land at the foot of ranges which at
one time were evidently cliffs that over-
looked tte sea. Here, as at many points on
the coast of England, the gradual receding
of the waters has left a tract open to the
industry of man, and farms and enclosures,
with vi{lages between, rise on spots that had
once been wastes of the ocean. The hus-
bandry along these reclaimed spaces, though
good on the whole, was not remarkable, and
certainly would not bear comparison with
that of the Lincolnshire Fens—a district
not al‘ogether dissimilar. Before reaching
Coleraine we lost sight of the sea,.and

ointing southwards, made for the border-
and which, watered by the stream of the
Bann, the great boundary between Kastern
and Western Ulster, divides the counties of
Londonderry and Antrim. Wesoon passed
into a pleasant country of low eminences
and undulating plajns. This seems rather
a feature of Ulster; and the landscape
began by degrees to improve and to wear a
rich and more fraitful aspect as we ad-
vanced further intojthe interior. Isaw very
few country seats; but in several places, ex-
tensive fields, clean cut hedgerows, and fine
steadings showed that the land had been
thrown into large farms and here and there
gmall tracts reminded you of the agriculture
general in the Scottish Lowlands.  This
was, in a special manner, the case in the
neighbourhood of one or two of the thriving
towns which we sped by rapidly on our
way; the diffusion of ca ital from these
centres has evidently had the effect in some
measure of breaking up the spetem of petty
holdings. Yet seven-eighths of the country,
robably, I went through is still occupied
in this way ; and, though I saw many ill-
drained fields, and irregular fences were
conspicuous, the farming was, on the whol(:{
gootf and neat dwellings, well-white-washe
walls, and, occasionally, trim plots and gard -
ens marked the presence of a flourishing
peasantry. Arthur Yioung, the advocate of
the large farm school, condemued  in em-
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hatic terms the agriculture of this part of | the houses in the principal streets is particu-
Fflster in his time; but probably even that |larly good, and even attractive ; the marts
sandid writer was not altogether free from |and shops are well laid out aud gay ; and the
prejudice ; nor can it be doubted that it is | busy haunts of the citizens' toil lead to re.
still one of the mainsprings of the compara- | tired terraces and villas, occasionaliy admi.

tive opulence of the provinee.

After pass- | rably planned and decorated. The chief

ing through many miles of this scenery, we | features of Belfast, however, are the rows of
came once more on the line of the sea, and | shipping that throng the quays, and the

hurrying along a tract covered with villas,

and other evidences of wealth,

chimneys soaring from the factories below

between | —the material proofs of the energy and

Belfast Lough and the ridge of Divis, we |skill which have given the place its de-

were soon within the capital of Ulster.

served renown. A few of the churches are

Belfast, the centre of the linen trade of | not without beauty ; but you miss, as usunil
Ulster, and the chief place for the export | is the case in these modern centres of civi-
of the manufacture, is the most flourishing | lized life, the glory of the medisval city, the

town I have seen in Ireland.

Dublin, halt | spire, high above the square massive tower,

a capital and half a seat of commerce, hasa | and commanding the landscape on every
magnificent yet rather a slovenly appear- | side.

ance; Cork has a look of long settled
wealth, but not of daring and brilliant in-

dustry, Compared with either, Belfast is | a distinct county by Lou

Belfast'is situate on the confines of An-
trim and Down which, almost separated into
gh Neagh and the

what Glasgow and Greenock are to Edin- | line of the Bann, form the eastern division

blirgh, what Leeds and Birmingham are to

Bristol—a spot where new wealth and enter- | tract,

prise have rapidly male a noble cieation,
and are eclipsing the more
growths of older and more slow ecivilization.
The town, built on the banks of the Lagan,

of the province of Ulster. - This magnificent
in ancient times the land of the

O Neills and other Celtic tribes, was subju-

stationary | gated and came under the power of the

Crown in the reigns of Klizabeth and
James I., Down having been colonized under

where it opens into its fine estuary, was|the first Bovereign and’ Antrim under ‘her

possibly of very dncient origin, but it owes | Bcottish successor.

its first rise to a Huguenot coiony, which
after the Revocation of the ediet of Nantes
planted on what was then a desolate morass
the germs of a manufacture that had thriven
in their hands along the shores of the Loire
and the Seine. Yet the settlement of the
exiles was not very successful; and Belfast
in the days of Arthur Young was a town of
some 15,000 souls only, which, though
known for its linen fabrics, and already
possessing an increasing trade, was probably
not a third the size of Cork. A circum-
stance not without interest to a student of
the Land Question of Ireland is said to have
afterwards given a sudden impulse to the
prosperity of the place, and to have launched
it upon the path of progress. Belfast had
yreviously been under the tutelage of the
bonegul family, but towards the close of the
last century it was emancipated from the re-
straints of short leases, the Lord Donegal of
that generation Having granted a number of
perpetuities, and what hitherto had been a
mere county town grew spzedily into the
capital of a province. The rest was done
by the gradual concentration of the linen
manufucture into atew spots, and by the im-
provements made in' machinery; and at
present Belfast is not only the second city in
Ireland in population, but it excels all the
cities of the island in the s’gns of flourighin,
wealth and industry. The architecture of

“

In both instances Eng-
lish and Scotch settlers took possession of
the conquered territory, the Plantation,
however, effected by James being more me-
thodical and regular society grew up in a
great degree upon the same type ag it had
done in li*‘ermunagh and Londonderry, In
Antrim and Down the invading colonists be-
came a class of proprietors and occupiers,
established in the land as landlords and
tenants. They have shaped the fortunes of
the whole community, and here, as else-
where, they gradually exteaded to the van-
quished aboriginal race the benefits of the
kindly usages which had been formed in
their mutual relations. ‘Lhe result has been
considerable social progress, the diffusion of
civilization and wealth, and, with rare ex-
ceptious, general tranquility. The domina-
tion of Protestant ascendency, though as
evident here as in the south of Ireland, has
been less pernicious in its effects; and in-
dustry, comparatively protected and secure,
has reaped successfully its accumulated har-
vests, and covered the land with the signs
of prosperity. In obe particular, Auntrim
and Down are to be distinguishéd from the
rest of the province—they are thé Lanca-
shire and Y};rhhire of Ireland; in these
parts of the island alone' manufactures have
really thriven and expanded. » This potent

g | influence has, of course; had in effect on the
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places is exceedingly fine ; yet, strange to say
that effect has not corresponded to what has
occurred in England. Manufacturing cap-
ital has only slightly disturbed the system of
swall-farm {usbnndry which still prevails in
Antrim and Down, and though it has led to
the creation of some l"ie farms, its prin-
cipal operation, as yet, has been to cause
the prices of small holdings, protected by
the custom of Ulster, to rise considerably
through the growth of general opulence. As
might have been expected, Antrim and
Down are in a special manner progréssive
counties ; the agricultural area of both has
enlarged, unlike what has usually happened
in Ireland, and the value of their Jive styck
has been greatly augmented ; and this, too,
coincides with a decline of population, ex-
ceedingly small, if both the counties are
taken together, and with » system of rela:
tively small farms, though for obv:ous rea-
sons, I do not lay much stress on the fact in
these instances. The wages of agricultural
labour, as was to be supposed, are high in
these counties—ssy from 7s. to 10s. a week;
and the rent of land, if we consider only the
return that accrues to the landlord and ex-
clude the burden of the Tenant Right, ap-
Fu.red to me to be at a low average—say
rom 168, to 40s. the Irish acre, It may be
observed that in these counties, regard being
had to their great progress, rents have ad-
vanced cowmpratively less since the days of
Arthor Young than they have in many
other parts of the island; and the same ob-
servation, as far as I can judge, applies to
most of the districts of Ulster. I cunnot
doubt that this slow increase is connected
with the usage of Tenant Right, which prac-
tically fastens a second rent on land, though
itis surprising how much less the effect of
the usage in this respect is than pure politi-
cal economy would conceive.

The land system of Antrim and Down,
considered on the side of the occupiers only,
resembles that of Fermanagh and London-
derry, and, indeed, of almost the whole of
Ulster. Kxactly as is the case in the South,
the tenancies are, for the most part, at will,
and; with honorable exceptions, what has
béen done on the land has been done by the
tenants, not by their lords ; but, differing
from the South, a powerful custom usually
esdures the tenant's claims, and gives him a
real interest in his holding, entirely distinet
from the precarious possession, depending
merely upon acqniescence, which alone pro-
tects the tenant of the South,apart from
agrerian terrorism and criwne, considerable
ss:may be his moral rights. It is, however
per a distinctive feature of .the. land
system of Antrim and Down) that, in conse-
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quence probably of their comparativo
wealth, which still runs mainly into the
land, the average value of the Tenant
Right in these counties is exceedingly great ;
it is seldom less than seven or eigh®years’
rent, and I have heard of instances in which
it has risen to twenty and twenty-five years’
rent—f{rom 307, to 40l. the Irish acre. Yet
though the Right has thus encroached on
the fee simple in this serious manrer, and
has eaten it out in several estates, whatever
their owners may imagine, here, as else-
where, landlords, as a rule endeavour to set
restrictions on it, and, notwithstanding its
enormous value, I am disposed to think that
the general tendency of society is to impair
and curtail it. Nevertheless, the custom is
still extremely strong ; and, in spite «f the
extraordinary confusion of interests in the
ownership of land which is its result, and of
the misunderstandings, jars, and conflicts
which we might suppose would flow from
this, it still practically works tolerably well ;
still, in an overwhelming majority of in-
stances, has all the force of a local law ;
still usually gives the tenant security, »nd
usually maintains his fair right of property.
I proceed to add something to previous re-
marks on the rights sustained by this singular
custom, which, as 1 have said, corresponds
partlywith the unprotected equities of the ten-
ants of the South, in nature, characteristics,
and existing status. Even when the right is
not actually infringed, the circumstance that
it is mot sanctioned by law has a marked
effect on landed relations, and, if it gives
the tenant security, it also tends to make
him somewhat dependent. Law being
wholly on the side of the landlord, 1t being
in his power, in a legal point of view, to
abridge and even extinguish the Right, the
tenant, however, protected by the custom,
feels that he is in some measure at the
mercy of his superior; and this sentirent
increases in proportion tg the interest as-
sured by the right in his/ holding. A man
who has paid 201. an acré for a farm legally
a mere tenancy at will has bound himself
in a heavy recognizance to obey the injunc-
tions of a landlord, who can, if he pleases,
destroy his property ; heis pledged more or
less to submission from the counseciousness
of what authority may inflict. And. though
the custom is strong enough to secure the
{enant in the great nass of cases, and though
it has made him a free man eompared to
his fellow in the 8outh, it does not save him
from this sense of subjection; and Tenant
Right, unrecognized by law, has been found
to bea powerful instrument to uphold the
landlord’s influence. This has repeatedly
been shown in  elections and other political




contests ; and though I would not exagge-
rate the matter, for the legitimate power of
landed prope-ty is still exceedingly great in
Ulster, and the position of the tenant farmer
of the North is not that of a mere depen-
dent, it may be said that Tenant Right as it
is, although not under the protection of the
State, has affected thousands of Ulster
votes.

It is obvious, too, that Tenant Right in
its existing state contains the' germs of
serious and even rerliouu dissension, though
the custum usually prevents their appear-
ance. A landlord, influenced by the law
and his interests, -is ‘apt to consider the
Right as a purasite from which his estate
ought to be set free ; & tenant, looking from
an opposite point of view, thinks of the
Right as of a most sacred property—in all
respects a part ownership in the soil. Their
notions accordingly may conflict; and law
being on the side of the landlord, he is
tempted to carry out his ideas, and to as-
sail or weaken the tenant’s position, though,
as I have said, as a general rule, the cus-
tom prevents injustice or discord. Occa-
sionally, however, some wrong-headed per-
son will violate the usage even directly ;
and I have been informed of instances
within Antrim and Down in which Tenant
Right has been particularly annulled, by a
raising of rent inconsistent with it, or by
eviction without compensation. When such
cases occur, the serious mischief of leaving
the Right in its actual condition becomes
strikingly and painfully apparent. The
tenant's property is inevitably confiscated,
for his Right—which, in the opinion of the
country, is a valuable interest, and, in num-
berless instances, has been made a subject
of lawful disposition—is destroyed by a per-
version of law; and all the improvements
he may have added to the land, which the
Right alone, as a rale, protects, are lost in
the general disaster. Such a proceeding in
truth 18 almost worse than anything which
can oceur in the South, inasmuch as the
rights ol the Northern tenant exceed usually
those of his Southern fellow, and if, fortu-
nately, agrarian crime has not followed in
recent times, this is because such doings are
80 rare, and general opinion so condemns
them, that their evil intluence has not been
developed. Moreover, two or three cases
of this kind, nay, even the rumours of such
cases; have the effect of creating great dis-
content ; and had I not witnessed such
things in the South, I should have been
surprised at the evidence I have met of dis-
satisfaction among Northern farmers who
actually had little or mothing to complain
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Tenant Right of some distant equal may
have been invaded. Not a few of these
men have declared to me that they: felt
insecure, that their Tenant Right was an
inadequate protection. that they, too, had a
real grievance, and differing as the great
majority do from the corresponding class in
the South, they sympathize with them on
the Land Question. = Nay, though agrarian-
ism is unknown among them, they: have; I
think, a- kind of idea that indirectly th:l
profit by it; nor can it be forgotten wi
reference to this, that this part of Ulster
has been the scene of one of the worst out-
breaks of agrarian crime that ever has:been
witnessed in Ireland. A direct violation of
Tenant Right caused the “ Hearts of Oak”
and the ¢ Hearts of Steel’ to spring upin
hundreds in Antrim and Down; and'm
competent persons have declared that the
spirit then roused could be awakened again.
It is evident, therefore, that  Temant
Right, the grand sezurity of the tenant .of
Ulster, and the only guarantee of rights of
properti supposed to be worth £20,000,000,
cannot be allowed to remain as it is, repu-
diated by law and upheld only by strong yet
not invincible custom, and that to do so
would be fraught with misclief.  How
to reconcile the claims created by the
Right with the maintenance of the just rights
of ownership will certainly be a not wagy
task. One obvious solution would be to em-
power. the occupiers of estates bound : by
the Right to purchase the absolute ifee
simple, and the experiment might be fairly
tried in cases where it could be effected by
mutual agreement between the parties inter-
ested ; but as it would be unjust in the ex-
treme to make such a proceeding compul-
gory, the remedy could be only partial, and
one more general must be devised. Another
suggestion would assimilate estates bound
by the Right to manors subject to copyhold-
tenures, and would declare fthat, wherever
the Right existed, a tenant should be en-
titled to hold his land according to the con-
ditions of the custom, This, it will be ob-
served, would amount only to a' distines
legal recognition of the custom, and would
have no analogy to *‘ Fixity of tenure; /it
would restrict the dominion of the landlord
ony where usage and justice restriet ibmow ;
and it would leave him the right'of raising
rent and evicting & tenant besides; save ‘onl
where the custom' now interveme. :@his
scheme, however, would generally be too
advantageous to the tenant, for it would
give the sanction of positive law to elaims
now very differently upheld; and as the
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plexing inquiries, and in some cases might
prove very detrimental. Another proposal
would commute, after a full and impartial
investigation, the value of the Right into
leases for terms equivalent to its worth,
thus, in part, following the copyhold analogy,
et gradually getting rid of the custom, and
gring the land under common law tenures.
This scheme is also liable to objections ;
but I am bound to say that, although in
Fermanagh, where the value of\the Tenant
Right is not great, I found opin\ibns congur
in its favour, it was otherwise in London-
derry, Down, and Antrim, where the value
of the Tenant Right is sometimes enormous.
In Down and Antrim several farmers assured
me they would not exchange their Tenant
Right for a lease less than a perpetuity in
substance ; and if you reflect that these men
felt that they had an interest in their hold-
ings that would sell for, perhaps, 20 years’
purchase, their pretensions are not wholly
extravagzant, even though they will admt
that the force of the custom does not give
them complete security.

The land.system of Down and Antrim,
and, indeed, of the greater part of Ulster,
eonsidered upon the side ot ownership,
eorresponds in most important points with
that of the other three provinces. The
owners are for the most part Protestants;
there is & good deal of absenteeism, and, with
considerable brilliant exceptions, the im-
provements effected upon the soil, as is
nataral under the small farm system, have
been made by the tenants, not the landlords.
‘I'his state of things has not been altogether
unattended by mischief, but owing to the
existence of Tenant Right and the moral
sympathy that still knits the landed classes
largely together, this hasbeen little to what
is to be feund in the South. No all-spread-
ing line of demarcation runs between the
owners and occupiers of the soil; there is
little perilous clashing of interests ; and
though Tenant Right is not thought secure,
and a Land Question has grown up, there is
an ‘absence of grave social disorder, and
landed property still has immense influence.
In one particulur, I have been struck by a
distinetion of no little significance. In going
through the North I heard some complaints
of a preference shown to Protestant tenants
ag¢ such compared to Roman Catholics; but
this did not seem to provoke the irritation
that a fow gimilar instances did in the South.
Nor is the reason difficult to discover, As
a rule the Roman Catholic tenant of Ulster
has precisely  the same customary rights in
point of tenure as the Protestant, and this
very ‘circumstance largely excuses what is
usually & mere gocial pndyilo,ction, felt to be

in some measure reasonable. In the second
place, whatis more ' important, the Roman
Catholic tenant of the North knows that he
belongs to an order inferior in power; and
he does not resent any slight as keenly as
his equal in the rest of Ireland does where
Catholicism predominates among the occu-
piers of the soil. Just in the same way, the
Roman Catholics of England are not 1eally
hostile to the English Church; the Irish
Roman Catholics united to a man to over-
throw tte Irish Establishment.

No. XXV,

I have now visited the four Provinces of
Ircland, and adopting a metaphor I have
used before, 1 have reached a point at
which, as if from a height, I ought to be
able to see clearly the country which I have
tried to survey, and to takea comprehensive
view of it. Yet, before I endeavour to
examine minutely the land system of Ireland
as a whole, and to draw out an elaborate
account of it, I wish, as I did in the case of
the South, to indicate certain broad conelu-
sions suggested to my mind during the too
brief period I have been able to allot to a
tour in the North. As I haveseen only the
best counties of Ulster, and my stay in the
Province has been short, I cannot pretend
to be as well informed respecting that great
division of Ireland as I believe [ have been
respecting its fellows; nor can I expect
that my reflections on it will as nearly ap-
proach a fair standard of truth. Yet in.
creasing familiarity with a subject ma
supply the want of long observation, {
have spared no pains while 1 was in Ulster
to inquire about its general condition, and
what I have to say, however incomplete,
may, perbaps, be not altogether fruitless
with reference to the Land Question of Ire-
land.

The counties of Ulster T have visited are
included in the famous ‘‘Plantation,” or in
an earlier settlement in the reign of Eliza-
beth, The distinctive characteristic common
to all is that colonies of English and Scot-
tish origin established themselves in . this
part of the country, framed the order of so-
ciety existing in it, educed civilization out of
wild anarchy, and vindicated for the con-
quered native race the usages connected
withland which at first they devised for their
own benefit. Looking broadly at thestate of
this tavoured region, [ should say that, com-
pared with the rest of Ireland, it is one of
great material prosperity, and of general
social tranquility an ce, apart from the
sectarian discords still too prevalent among
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the lower orders. I have been, it is true,some-
what disappointed with the agriculture of this
part of Ulster; though good on the whole,
it seldom reaches an extraordinary degree
of excellence ; and over wide districts it does
not approach that of the best counties of
England. Even n Antrim and Down [ saw
whole tracts that required drainage and
cried eloud for improvement ; the landscape
in numberless places seemed ‘‘crumpled
up,” 80 to speak, by big wasteful fences;
extensive farms, in which large capital had
been boldly sunk, were not frequent; and
the soil often looked as though the wealth
of the province had not thoroughly reached
it.  Yet contrasted with the South, and
taking broad areas, this portion of the
North is much better cultivated; and if its
husbandry is not perfect, a stranger cannot
fail to admire one striking feature in its so-
cial system. Notwithstanding certain oppo-
sing influences, the peasantry of these divi-
sions of Ulster are a singularly bold and
self-reliant race, not equal, perhaps, in mere
appearance to the peasant?' of some of the
gouthern counties, but evidently more inde-
pendent and free; and, though doubtless
ithe small farms they have held during suc-
cessive generations are not the best develop-
ment of agricultural skill, they have reared
a sturdy and fine breed of men, who, if not
opulent, are reasonably well off, and who, if
not altogether free from discontent, are
nevertheless of the- stuff that makes good
subjects. As regards the humbler tillers of
the soil, they are in a somewhat better posi-
tion than in the South, though not so much
as I had supposed, the wages of the agricul-
tural labourer being from one to three
shillings & week higher; yet the coadition
of the agricultural labourer is certainly not,
in any sense, unprosperous, though it has
relatively advanced more rapidly elsewhere.
As for the rent of land in this part of the
province, I thought it decidedly on a low
average, excluding the burden of tenant.
right; 1 heard hardly a single complaint of
rackerenting ; and the appearance of the
land, usually in good heart, and very seldom
worn out or exhausted, strongly confirms my
conclusion on this point,

‘L'he social condition of this part of Ulster
is. comparatively sound. It is true that
fierce avimosities of creed still divide the
races thui occupy the soil, and the Anglo-
Scottish and Protestant pepsantry, and their
Roman Catholic Celtie fellows, still form
separate and half-hostile castes, and that
names which elsewhere have lost their signi-
ficance are for them incentives to passionate
discord. It is true, also, that elements of
contention lurk in the relations between the
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landed classes, and now and then make
themselves apparent, and that in some places
the holders of land are not satisfied with
their position, and complaiu of it in meo
measured language. Nor can it be denied
that, considered in the abstract, and apart
from peculiar local circumstances, the land
system of this part of Ireland resembles too
closely that of the South, the vices of which
are so manifest.  Protestant ascendency is
written, so to speak, on the land, its owner-
ship, with only few exceptions, being al-
most confined to one sect, and the cold
shadow of absenteeism falls with evil effect
on whole districts, Here, too, as elsewhere,
in point of law, the tenant of the occupier is
usually at will ; and as what has been done
for the land has been for the most part done
by the tenant, here, as elsewhere, it would
seem as if facilities are afforded for wrong,
and it might be expected that distrust and
dislike weuld too often keep landlord and
tenant apart. Yet, speaking broadly,
society in this region, notwithstanding occa-
sional angry disturbance, is firmly establish-
ed and expands prosperously, and social
progress advances steadily with the growth
of a flourishing community. Landed pro-
perty, not, as in the rest of Ireland, assailed
by numerous opposing influences, enjoys
vast and, in part, most legitimate power ; it
still performs its proper functions, and is
still of real advantage to the State. Asa
general rule, goodwill and confidence pre-
vail in the great relations out of which the
existing order of things has been formed by
degrees, and on which it rests. With rare
exceptions the landlord class acknowledges
the 11ghts which, in the course of time, their
dependents have acquired in the soil; the
tenant class, in turn, for the most part, do
not encroach on their superior’s rights ; and
though causes of disagreement may exist,
society has not yet been convulsed by them.
The broad result is that this harmony has
concealed or remedied in a great measure
what is defective in the existing land sys-
tem; that usage, sanctioned by general
consent, has practically given the occapier
of the soil a security he does not possess
elsewhere; that industry has thus been en-
couraged -and protected, and has gradually
developed uoble fruits in accumulated pro-
erty and wealth ; and the sentiment of the
anded classes are usually kindly towards
each other ; and that their mutual rights are
placed under the shield of a sound public
opinion, This last circumstance, even if it
stood alone, would plainly distinguish the
landed relations of this part of Ulster from
those of the South, - The Conservative and
Liberal Press of the North would unite in
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denouncing any infringement of the just
claims or rights of a tenant in & case worthy
of real censure. The same tfellow-feeling
would not, I think, be found in any other
province of Ireland.

That community in religion and origin,
between the classes which fashioned the type
of society in this part of Ulster, contributed
largely to this state of things, is a matter
hat does not admit of question. It is

qually certaix that the result is not in any
great measure due to the influence of a creed
or of race, as such, for it is not possible
to draw a marked distinction, in point of
industry, capacity, and worth, between the
easantry of this regiom, whether Anglo-

axon Protestants or Roman.Catholic Celts,
The ultimate cause of this phpsperity, as I
have before remarked, is the gopdwill which
knit together the ancient colonists who
shaped the fortunes of this part of Ireland,
and which has expressed itself in the time-
honoured usage that affects the system of
land tenure. It is interesting to observe
the effects of this usage, which practically
has charged the ownership of land with a
concurrent equity for the behoof of the oe-
cupier, where it works steadily and in a
harmonious manner. Tenunt-right may be
fitly compared to a plant which, transferred
to an alien clime, might become a trouble.
some or noxious weed, but which bears
wholesome fruit under kindly influences in a
congenial soil. What theoretically seems a
confusion of titles, and even a probable
source of discord, is converted hy the opera-
tion of custom into a mode of tenure b
which the dominion of a landlord is not i(l
reconciled with an all but proprietary right
on the part of the tenant, which assures and
maintains the just clains of both, and which
is found to conduce to goodwill between
them. In districts where tenant-right
flourishes, without a suspicion of interrup-
tion, landlords usually have very great in-
fluence ; their rents are invariably well paid,
and are guaranteed by the tenant’s interest ;
experience proves that theg are less reduced
by the charge on the fee than might be sup-
posed ; and a fair use of tho rights of pro-
perty, of conrse within the limits of the
custom, is found to be compatible with the
rights of the tenant. Un the other hand,
in virtue of the hold he has acquired
through tenant-right on the soil, the tenant
practically enjoys tecurity ; he is not sen-
sible of the worst effects of a tenure legally,
usually at will ; be is not discouraged from
improving his fand by an apprehension that
an unjust superior will dgspoil him of the
fruits of his industry ; he feels reasonably
safe and free, and cultivates his farm with a

4]

sense of 'proprty.‘x By these means what is
most faulty in & land system critically far
from good is remedied over a very lurge
area, the equity of the tenant in ths soil,
placed under the protection of respected
cnstom, becomes an effectual support for
his industry ; and the results appcagin in-
creasing wealth, in a gradual accugiylation
of property, and in comparative trdnquillity
and order. It has been calculated that a
sum of 20,000,0007. representing the capital
of many thousands of farmers, rests on the
secarity of this usage; and it will always be
o matter of astonishment that one main
svurce of the prosperity of Ulster has never
obtained the sanction of law.

Tenant-right, however, in its essential
nature, cannot be considered a good arrange-
ment, or a satisfactory form of land tenure,
Its inevitable tendency is ‘o confuse rights
in an ill-defined partition of interests; and,
possibly, under a sounder system the agri-
culture of this part of Ireland would be better
thin it is, Ignored by law, and resting on
custom only, this singular’ equity of the
tenant of the North gives his superior an
influence which may exceed legitimate
bounds, though not so much, perhaps, as
might be supposed, and but for the general
good feeling between them, it might be a
very apple of discord, a continual cause of
jealousy and wrangling. In truth, it is be-
cause security and quiet possession are its
concomitants thut tenant-right can be said
to work well ; but, abstractedly, it has no
such effects. . Its natural operation as the
law now stends might bein a contrary direc-
tion, and what seem its inherent results
flow really from the custom on which it
depends, itself originating in local opinion.
Moreover, immense as the sums are that
tenant right now commands in the market,
the custom that upholds it is, probably, on
the wane; the tendencies of modern society
and commerce are against the primitive
usage ; (hou;}h still generally held in res-
pect, it is, I think, losing its paramount
authority ; I have met instances in which it
has been violated, and the right it supports
has been rudely infringed, even in the coun-
ties that are its peculiarseat. When oceur-
rences of this kind are found, few and far
between as they certainly are, a feeling of
irritation and alarm spreads through the
occupiers of whole districts ; the vices of
the existing land system, concealed before,
ere suddenly disclosed ; complaints are
made that the sacred usage on which the
property of Ulster rests is being invaded
and sapped away ; opinion discovers numer-
ous ﬁrionncu which may not really exist
it all ; and confidence in the certainty of
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ssion is i )

posse 7! over a con-
siderable area.

The n,:.ult that even in
this region, happy o6 it is in its landed rela-
tions compared with most other parts of
Ireland, a sentiment of dissatisfaction with
the existing arrangements of land may be
traced ; o  land question’’ has developed
itself, and a feeling of unensiness which
might become serious lurks under the peace-
ful face of society. This state of things
cannot remain as it is ; ‘and, as I have said,
legislation must in-‘some manner vindicate
the rights whiok;, under the custom of
Ulster, exist for the occupier of the soil be-
yond his legal tenure, - Nor can landlords
reasonably complain it they find that law, in
protecting these rights, must interfore to a
certain extent with the ‘legal ownorshi
which they possess theoretically, but whic
practically they have more or less ceded,
and the encroachment on which, through the
tenant's equity, must in some degree be
ascribed to themselves,

It remains to add that the land system
of Ulster is not everywhere tho same, and
that the social state of the Province varies
s good deal in different parts of it. Ex-
cepting Down, tbe non-Plantation are dis-
tinguishable from the Plantation counties,
and even these considerable distinctions are
perceptible in & number of districts. The
centre of the province, and the northern
and eastern seaboard, were the chief seats
of the colonists’ power ; and here, accord-
ingly, society was established most firmly
on its present foundations, here the settlers
became most plainly dominant, here the
aboriginal race was most readily assimila-
ted to the type of the new community, In
this region the strife resulting from con-
quest ceased at o comparatively early
period ; the worst elements of disorder
were soon quelled ; civilization obtained a
favourable start which over since it has
successfully maintained ; and the usages
connected with the tenure of land, which
have made the custom of Ulster famous,
were developed most fully, and, it is said,
have to this day teken root most deeply.
Beyond this Pale, in Monaghan, in Lower
Cavan, in & part of Armagh, and in the
Donegal highlands the ascendency of the
settlers was less complete ; the feud be-
tween the conquerors and the. conquered
continued to a later age, and society thus
made less progress, rder has always
beenmore rife, tenant-right is less thorough-
ly. sustained by :T; the, goneral char-
acter of the | system more nearly
:gsronclm that of the South, and evictions

clearances have been less uncommon,
It should be observed, too, that in this
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last named-region agrarianism has often
appeared, and to this day the district is less
prosperous, and in parts is more subject
to social disturbance than the more fully
colonized divisions of Ulster. Nevertheless,
tenant-right in different degrees of efficacy
may be said to prevail throughout the Pro-
vince, all-powerful here, quite feeble there;
and t{zence, like seed scattered by the winds,
its germs have spread to parts of the South,
especially to the midland counties, and have
been crudely developed in\gertain distriets,
The imperfect tenaft-right of the South,
bowever, differs seethingly from that of the
North in this—that/the one, as a rule, is sel-
dom acquiesced in until the land shall have
actually passed to a purchaser for a valuable
consideration ; the other is a vested interest
in & tenant, in whatever manner he obtains
his holding, which he may dispose of under
known restrictions. At bottom, however,
the only difference is probably that in the
one case the right of the tenant rests on con-
nivance, in the other it is defended by-cus-
tom. In both instances what really happens
in selling the interest is, for the most part,
the same.

I have now investigated the Land Ques-
tion of Ireland by enquiry and observation
on the spot in the course of a tour of some
length, and by visiting all the Provinces of
the island, I have endeavoured to make the
information I have collected as full as pos-
sible. My object has been to put together
facts, and to supply to your readers materi-
als of thought rather than to express my
own opinions ; yet, as was to be expected
I have not abstained from commenting
somelimes on evidence before me. The re-
ports I have sent you have had only the elu-
cidation of truth 1n view, without reference
to any peculiar theory. I shall not dwell on
the pains I have taken to make them aceu-
rate and trustworthy ; suffice it to say that
in no instance have 1 made a statement or
drawn an inference without reasonably ade-
quate proof.  For two reasons, during this
enquiry, I have referred a good deal to the
material condition, the external features,
and the scenery of Ireland, to its ethnologi-
cal and sectarian divisions, and to the his-
torical facts especially connected with the
settlement of tE: land of the island. For—
and this is remarkably seen in Ireland—
these particulars, in the first place, emter
into-the land system of every country, and
are necessarily. closely associated with it;
and, in the second place, [.wished to indi-
eate what formidable and longstanding pro-
blems . are identified with the Irish Land
Question, and how idle it is to imagine that
any effort of legislation will speedily solve

. them all.
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land system of Ireland as & whole, shall con-
gider the causes that have made it what it is,
and shall notice certain features in it that
seem to deserve peculiar attention.

No. XXVI.

Dec. 20.

My tour through Ireland having been
completed, I proceed to examine in detail
the land system of the country as a whole,
according to the plan I have before laid
down. ’%‘he first question that presents it-
self is how that system is, as it were, ex-
pressed in the material condition of the
island, and in the state of its landed classes,
which will be fairly answered by noticing
briefly the resources and position of the
Irisknation.

In former letters I expressed an opinion,
founded on inquiry and ogservation, that the
material progress of Ireland had been con-
siderable since the famine period, and that
the country enjoyed at present a fair por-
tion of material prosperity. The elaborate
returns prepared for the Government con-
firm a conclusion resisted only by unreason-
ing partisan violence. It cannot be doubted
that in the last 25 years the wealth of Ire.
land has greatly increased, that her main in-
dustry has been much improved, that man
obstacles to her advancement have vanished,
that a change for the better has been felt
ll){ all orders and ranks of the reople.

owever fallacious statistics may te, the
proof of this is, I think, decisive. The su-
perficial area of Ireland is, in round
numbers, . 21,000 000 acres, and though a
fifth of these even now are waste, more
than 2,000,000 acres have been reclaimed
and enclosed since 1841. If the breadth of
land devoted to tillage has not“extended
since that time, and has even contracted
within the last few years, there is reason to
believe that farming of all kinds is more
profitable tian it has ever been, and it is
certain that the staple produce of the coun-
try has been immensely developed. The
value of the live stock of Ireland was esti-
matéd in 1841 at rather more than £21,000,-
000 ; in 1861, at the same rates of priee, it
had advanced to nearly £35,600,000; and
it has been calculated that, at current prices
it would have exceeded £45,000,000. Simul-
taneously, a decided progress in the opulence
of the country has become manifest, and all
classes have gad a share in it.  The rental
of Ireland was probably not £12,000,000 in
1841, and was often liable to great redue-
tions ; itis now not less than 216,000.000,
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is relatively a less burden than it was,
and is as well paid as that of England or
Scotiand, 1n 1845 the Devon Commission
could only report that the ¢ large farmers"
were ‘‘tolerably’” well off, and that the
‘ small farmers’’ were ¢‘in a very wretched''
state ; at this moment it has been supposed
that the accumulated savings of those crlllOl
amount to £20,000,000, and as a rule, ex-
cept the very smallest holders, they are in
reasonably easy circumstances. As for the
agricultaral lagour'rs who, in five-sizths of
the country, were in a state of abject desti-
tution, unparalleled, perhaps, in any other
part of Europe, eking out existence on 4s. a
week, their wages have been very nearly
doubled ; and if they are still too goor
in some districts, they are not on the whole
in a bad condition. The face of the country
fully attests the general progress of the
landed classes; the agriculture of Ireland,
though still backward and very imperfect in
matiy districts, is, nevertheless a great deal
better than it was when the Devon Commis-
gion described it as ¢ in th3 highest degree
defective ;" and the exertions of not a few
landlords who, since the events of 1846,
have devoted themselves to their estates,
have contributed largely to this change. It
should be added that every statistical test—
investments in Government Stock and rail-
ways, returns of probate and legacy duties,
deposits in banks and their circulation—
shows that this improvement has been uni.
versul and has pervaded the whole nation ;
but I shall notice two proofs only, which
seem to me especially remarkable. The
habitations of the better classin Ireland were
only 304,264 in number in 1841; twenty
years afterwards they were more than
416,000 ; and though the population within
this period declined from more than 8,000,
000 to 5,790,000 souls, the consumption of
almost every article that forms & luxury for
the humbler classes has increased in an
extraordinary manner,

I shall not try to decide to what extent
this general progress is to be ascribed to
the ordinary growth of society; to the in-
creased prosperity of Kngland and Scot-
land, in which Ireland has necessarily
ghared ; to the numerous yet ill-explained
agencies by which, during the last twenty
years, the wealth-of Europe has been
sugmented. It may be affirmed that two
special causes have contributed greatly to
the result.  Before the events of 1846 two
millions and a half of the Irish people were
in & state of abject wretchedness, and it is
difficalt to calculgte what a burden thismass
was on the energies of 'the nation—how it
checked nn}‘ interfered with its industry, how

o
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it retarded its social improvement. It is
nothing to the point that the resources of
the country might, if well developed, have
made these millions useful; in its actual
condition they were an incubus on it, the
mischief of which was great and lamentable.
Iu addition to this, thirty years ago, a very
large portion of the land of Ireland, in con-
sequence of the embarrassments of its
owners and of the complication of middle-
man tenures, had been practically with-
drawn from commerce, and in this way vast
tracts in each province were consigned to
pauperism, neglect, and barrenness. The
immense immigration that followed the
famine finally got rid of the redundant pop-
. ulation, and legislation culminating in the
Landed Estates Acts, threw insolvent estates
into the market wholesale, and almost ex-
tinguished the evil of middlemen; and
though, as usually happens in social changes
the result was not unattended by mischiefs,
in some respects of a serious kind, the pre.
ponderance of good is unquestionable. I
cannot doubt, though the small purchasers
in the Landed Estates Court have often
proved harsh landlords, that the progress of
the country in this generation must be attri-
buted in no slight degree to the lessening of
the dead weight of poverty which hung on
it; and to the emancipation of a large part of
the soil from what practically was the worst
kind of mortmain, This revolution, more
than anything else, has improved the con-
dition of the Irish labourer, has freed the
land from swarms of paupers beneath the
status of even the smallest farmer, has at-
tracted capital to the soil, has quickened
and fed the springs of industry, and has
contributed to the advance of opulence.
Yet, though the general progress of Ire-
land has been considerable since 1841, there
are some indications of a movement the
other way which require attention, and it is
certain that within the last few years the
advance of the nation has not been great,
All over the country the nland towns, with
hardly an exception, seem declining; aud
great us has been the increase of its wealth,
especially of its chief produce, live stock,
the agricultural area of [reland has dimin-
nished about 140,000 aeres batween 18556
and 1868, while there has been a slight ad-
dition to the ranks of pauperism. It would
seem, too, thay the prosperous change
which became “marked about 1850 has gy
degrees been losing its foree; the nation
has not advanced in wealth as might have
been expected since 1860; even in live
stock there has not been a decided improve.
ment during the lastten years. It isa remark-
able' and very interesting fact that the pro-

gress which Ireland has made has been
most evident in the districts in which the
normal type of her main industry has been
least broken up or disturbed. The exodus
of her pauper millions has been accompanied
by uncfoubted good ; but the consolidation
of small holdings, excluding mere nominal
cottier patches, into farms of an extensive
kind, has, even in a material point of view,
been apparently an economic failure ; and
districts of rather small farms that have been
allowed to thrive in their own way have
been more prosperous, taking a long period,
than districts marked by great *¢clear-
ances.”” For proof I shall not appeal to
Ulster, where we see an advance of agri-
cultural wealth comparatively rapid coin-
ciding with a system of small farms that
have suffered little change, for other causes
affect the result. But an examination of
couaties which may be fairly compared
shows that the resources of Ireland have
increased most where the small farm system
has nct been invaded, and that they have
increased less where there has been an
effort to introduce hastily the large farm
system. I shall not repeat the testimony
collected in previous letters upon this head,
suffice it to say that | have been surprised
by it, and that it has carried conviction to
my mind; and I refer those who wish to
work out the problem in detail for them-
selves to the Government Returns during
the last few years. It will be observed
that this hardly bears on the question of the
relative advantages of small and large farm
husbandry; it merely indicates that an
attempt to establish the system of large
farms in a country previously ill prepared
for it has not hitherto been successful, and
that, as might have been expected, districts
in which society has not been rudely
shaken have thriven under the small farm
system,

On a tair review of the facts, therefore,
we may say that the material progress of
Irelang has been great in thelask twenty-
five years ; thatit has been i~considerable
since 1860, and that it has been most ap-
parent where the small farmi$gstem— taking
the tarm in a reasonable ‘Bénsg~+has con-
tinued the ordinary mode of ‘“griculture,
Turning now from the visible results to-the
organization of the land system of Ireland,
we find a state of things which, viewed eriti-
cally, and without regard to mitigating in-
fluences, would seem incompatible with any
kind of improvement, and which, after
making every allowance, must be promounc-
ed injurious to the national welfare and
pregnant with social disorder and mischief.

A Parliamentary Return of 1866 shows that
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the occupiers of the soil in Ireland aro about | it runs into the first class and unites it to the
609,000; the farming area of the island, in- | humblest tiller of the soil; it is separated
cluding the demesnes of country gentlemen | by many shades of difference, yet, setting
and wastes, being rather more than 20,-|accidental distinctions aside, the numerous
000,000 acres. We may divide these occu | sections into which it is split have generall

piers into great classes, which, though blend- | marked characteristics in common, whic

ing with each other, should be viewed apart ; | associate them in a real identity. In the
and though it is only possible to guess at | case of tenancies of this class—rejecting, of
their respective numbers, I believe my esti- | course, very great exceptions where a con-

mate is not far from correct. There are |

trary practice hus prevailed—the tenants,

nearly 36,000 occupiers, comprising owners | and not their lords, have made the perma-

cultivating their own lands, with holdmgs‘;
of 650l yearly value and upwards; and |
these, who, allowing an average of 150 |
acres to each holding, would engross rather |
more than one-fourth of the land of the |
country, fall properly into the first class,
and may be fairly described as capitalist |
farmers. The lands in the possession of |
this class are to be found scattered in every
county, but they are most numerous in the
neighbourhood of Dublin, of some of the |
flourishing towns of the north and in the |
pastures of Meath, W estmeath, and Lim- |
erick, these districts being most favourable |
either to large farm husbandry or to exten-
sive grazing. = Inthe case of these capitalist |
tarmers, either the landlords, as a general |
rule, have made the permanent improve-|
ments on the land according to the English
and Scottish fashion; or, as usually has |
happened, the quality of the land is such as
requires no such additions ; and many, pos- |
sibly a majority of the class, hold under
lease, by definite contract. Farms, too, in
this category are comparatively unaffected
by the tenant-right either of the North or
the South, and they are, in truth, too large
to attract the competition that would subject
them wholly to the custom of Ulsier, or
would make them readily saleable elsewhere.
Speaking generally, therefore, tenants of
this kind may be said to hold under what
may be called the English system of occu-
pation ; their station in life has given them
the me»ns of making an independent bar-
gain ; they carry on farming as a business, |
and they have little or no title to those
equities in the soil which create for so many
Irsh tenants an indefinite concurrent inter-
est mn it. Excluding this class—not one-
sixteenth, it should be remembered, of the
whole—tke remaining occupiers are about
573,000 in number, and this immense body,
which probably holds nearly three-fourths
of the lands of the island, forms the second
class t> which I have referred, and may
be designated as peasant farmers. As might

nent improvements upon the soil, and, in
truth, have given, in thousands of instances,
its present productive character to the land;
the mode of tenure, as a general rule, is
not by lease, but at will, determinable by a
six months’ notice to quit; the holdings
where tenant-right exists are completely
within the sphere of its influence, and the
occupier, though his legal title is usually
precarious, has in numberless cases an
equity in the soil, which morally gives hjm
an interest in it, more or less co-ordinate
with the rights of the owner. One-fourth,
perhaps, of the tenantry of this class may
be in a position to deal with their superiors
at arm’s length ; but three-fourths, at least,
are a mere peasantry, disabled from the very
nature of their case from making a perfectly
free contract, and bound to the soil as the
source of existence ; and the whole cluss
may Lte said broadly to hold by the Irish
system of occupation.

It is deplorable to observe how unequal
our law is in dealing with these two classes
of tenants. It is a reasonable rule of right
for the first; for its principle that whatever
is added to land becomes the property of
its owner seldom works wrong in cases in
which the landlord makes the. chief per-
manent improvements; and its rigid doe-
trine that grant or contract can alone create
an interest in the fee is not often injurious
to a tenant who holds either by lease or by
a distinctbargain.  But it is iniquitous in
the highest degree in the case of tenants by
precarious tenures who have permanently
added to the value of their farms, and who,
in this way, or through tenant-right, have
acquired an equity in the soil ; for, as to
these, it repudiates their moral rights, and
it exposes them to be summarily destroyed.
Instead of declaring, as it ought to do, that

| such claims create an interestin the freehold

in the nature of a lien or an estate, it rejects
them altogether from its sphere, and it actu-
ally gives the owner of land facilities to
extinguish them for his own benefit, to which

have been expected, this mass includes all | he is ever tempted to have resource, as the

degress of rank and so.ial condition, from | process adds to his own property, As the

the flourishing yeoman of Wexford or Down | law now stands, an Irish landlord has not

to the poor one-acre cottier of the West ; | only the power of appropriation to himself,
a
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by the raising of rent or by eviction, what
belongs rightfully to his tenants-at-will—
the ordinary tenure, it must be borne in
mind, of the great body of the peasant
farmers—but he has an apparent interest to
do so, for th act of spoliation, in most in-
stances, would have the effect of increasing
his rental, or of relieving his estate from a
burden. Such a state of law, in truth,
considered in the abstract, is, in its applica-
tion to this immense class of cases, a mere
inversion of justice ; and were it generally
enforced and pushed to its limits, it may be
confidently said that it would check all pro-
gress, would utterly blight agricultural in-
dustry, and would throw society into con-
fusion. Its operation has been happily re-
strained by usage, humanity, good sense,
and torbearance, apart from means of an-
other kind ; and though its practical mis-
chiefs are real and serious, they fall far
short of what they are in theory. In a
considerable part of one Province in Ireland
a custom, still of extraordinary force, pro-
tects the equitable rights of the ordinary
tenant, secures him usually in his possession
of the soil, and in the fruits of his labour
deposited in it, and to a great extent over-
rid%l the laws and nullifies its oppressive in-
justice. This custom practically has the
effect of vindicating, in an overwhelming
mujority of instances, the interest of the

tarmer of the North in his land, though his
legal tenure be merely at will ; and whal-
ever may be its defects, it is found accom-
imnied by comparative prosperity and order. |
n the rest ot Ireland no check so powerful
exists to mitigate the wrongfulness of the
law, and to uphold the moral rights of the
peasant farmer; and, consequently, his in-
terests are much less protected, his equities
in the soil, in themselves less, are under a
much less weighty sanction, and society is
more backward and disturbed. KEven in
this part of the country, however, the law—
at least of late years—is not often brought
to bear on the tenant harshly ; and, setting
aside a well-known check on which I shall
say a word afterwards, it is tempered by the
conscientiousness, the deference to opinion,
the kindly feelings, the habiwal acquiescence
of those who may profit by its tﬂ)use. As
a matter of fact, the equitable interest of the
tenant of the South in his holding is not
often unfairly invaded ; ard the great body
of the landlords of the South are agreat
deal better than the law of the land.

These modifying circumstances have been
gufficientito lessen the mischiefs of ab-d
law, and to make the system of landed ten-
ure prevailing in the greater part of [reland

consistent with & fair amount of progress.

QUESTION

Nay, they have been sufficient to cause even
whole districts, for the most part occupied
under these conditions, to advance as yet
more rapidly than districts held under a sys-
tem more favoured by law, but introduced
after much social disturbance. But that the
existing relations between the law and what
I have called the Irish mode of occupation
produce real and immense evil is a matter
that does not admit of question. The ne-
cessary {endency ot this state of things is
to retard improvement by exposing the
just rights of the tenant to confiscation,
and to provoke discontent in a whole class,
the most important certainly in the nation,
One of the best proofs of this is that in
Ulster, where the law has, in a great de-
gree, been supplanted by the custom that
guards the interest of the tenant, we find
comparative progress and order ; and that,
in the case of farms in the class here re-
ferred to, you see, as a general rule,
throughout Ireland, better cultivation and
more comfort wherever the vices of the
law have been, to a considerable extant,
neutralized by the security ufforded by rea-
sonable leases.  Unfortunately, too, this
system of tenure has, in its operation, had

| direct results fraught with widespread and

alarming evils.  Occasionally, even in the
North, some unjust or exacting man will
make use of the law to infringe the custom
that alone maintains the rights of the ten.
ant ; and the consequence is not only an act
of wrong, but the disturbance of, perhaps, a
whole neighbourhood. The iniquities ot the
law, and the impossibility of resistance,
being suddenly revealed, a feeling of irrita-
tion runs through those who may equally
suffer ; a sense of insecurity is widely diffa-
sed, and though owing to the rare occur-
rence of such cases, society is not perma-
nently injured, the sentiment of dissatisfac-
tion thus evoked is more deeply rooted than
might be supposed. In the South, where
no potent local usage exists to vindicate the
interests of the tenant, the exercise of op-
pression in the shape of law onthe part of
the landlords is more common ; the effects
of such acts, which, though infrequent now,
were but too uumerous not very long ago,
spread alarm and indignation far and wide,
ard create a general hatred of the law, and
we gee the result in the state of the country,
inthe mutual distrust of the landed classes,
if the social disorder that abounds, though
other causes no doubt co-operate. To this
antagonism between law and justice we
must, I believe, ascribe the formidable spirit
which, in the South of Ireland,has fashioned
a popular law of terrorism, with which the
peasantry - generally sympathize, to operate
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as a check on landlords. No doubt agrarian- [ ty of the Crown is invoked to support what
ism is a deep-seated malady, which may be | may be acts of mere spoliation. We satirize
traced to the historic past, that it is aeymp- | ourselves if, this being made clear, we com-
tom of chronic social disorder, which mani- | plain that the ordinary Irish farmer has no
fests itself in a variety of forms; but the | sympathy with our institutions ; and that he
true secret of its present strength—apart | turns away from our merciful laws ; let us,
from its more outrageous violence—is a |at least, endeavour to do him right, to re-
conviction in the bearts of a whole class | dress justice, which we may admit that even
that the conditions under which they hold | our statesmen, have been slow to perceive,
their lands are essentially unfair. Unhappi- | before we condemn him as incorrigible.
ly, as L have before shown, this conviction | The system attended with such results must
will probably grow more protound in pro-| undergo a thorough reform ; in this great
portion as the peasantry of Ireland acquire | matter of Irish tenures, law and right must
a greater interest in their holdings, and ad- | be made to harmonize, It must ever be a
vance in intelligence and wealth ; and were | subject of regret that the change was not
the existing law to continue as it is, I think | gradually effected, as it unquestionably
that the agrarian spirit, as it is now mani- | might have been, by the gentle process of
fested, would become more intense, and be | judicial decisions ; that the Judges of Ireland
quickened by the very prosperity of the peo- | did not long ago mould the principles of the
ple. law to the usages of the people, and to the
It appears, therefore, upon examination, | real necessities of society, in a country es-
that the ordmary system of tenure in Ireland, | pecially requiring the process.  That this
however modified by various influences, is, | was not done must be attributed to the
in different degrees, productive of mischief. | fact that, during the period when our law
The law falls in sufficiently well with the | was capable of great judicial development,
interests of a small minority of occupiers, | the Irish Bench represented only the in-
it disregards the interests of the immense | stincts of ascendency and conquest; and
majority, and abandoas their protection to|in this, as in other things, the Imperial
other expedients. T'he principle which ex- | legislature will be obliged to make good
poses the tenant at will to eviction and the | the unhappy short-comings of the past.
arbitrary raising of rent, and which repudi-| The land system of Ireland, moreover,
ates his equities in the soil, exiensive as|examined upon/the‘\side of ownership, is
these frequently are, sets law directly at issue | not in a satisfagtory state. AsI have often
with right, und with the existing facts of [ pointed out;, absenteeism prevails to an
society, and it would be simply intolerable | extent that i\gl‘really calamitous ; many of
if its operation had not been restrained by | the largest pfoprietors are absentees; and
numberless causes. Its consequences, how |in ths South a marked religious distinction
ever, have been deplorable ; and however | associated with an inauspicious past, divides
nnmerous are the ills that at this juncture | the great body of landlords from the people.
afflict Ireland, in whaiever degree the state | I have indicated before the unfortanate con-
of the country may be ascribed directly to | sequences which, coupled with a bad system
agitation, to the lawlessness of an excitable | of tenure, may be traced to this condition of
race, to the upheaving of passions long | affairs,—how when whole tracts aré without
pent up at the prospect of a social change, | the influences that gain affection for landed
however unhappy traditions of the past|property, it too oftan becomes an object of
may be mingled with the Land Question, | dislike; how disunion in creed between
the feelings engendered by the conditions |landlord and tenant draws a barrier between
of tenure are, in my judgment, the most|them difficult to level and too suggestive of
formidable evil. An effort of the imagina-|ill-omened recollections; how the antago-
tion is required to comprehend the senti-|nism in social and political life, in part
ments of the peasant who knows that the | flowing from this separation, has terminated
whole force of law may te used to destroy | in the South of Ireland in wresting from
his rights in‘quitously and work his ruin ; | property its natural power, and rendering it
he will be discontented in proportion to | odious in too many places. I shall not
the weakness of the checks that he can | dwell on these topics again, but shall make
successfully oppose ; he can never enjoy | one remark upon absenteeism, reserved fo_r
complete security ; and social disturbance | a last glance at its effects, ‘I'he great evil
inevitably follows. -Yet the State still main- | of absenteeism is moral, especially in such
tains this vicious system ; the power—nay, | a country as [reland, the withdrawal of the
the armed forcewf Government is employed | presence of the proprietcr; but I cannot
to vindicate that which sometimes is an ex- | agree with those who contend that it is abso-
hibition of extreme wrong ; and the authori- | lutely without economic mischief. /1t is easy
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to refute the vulgar fallacy that Ireland is
at the loss of the whole sum remitted to
absentees abroad, that this is simply a drain
on her resources. I conceive, however,
that, economically, Ireland suffors from
absenteeism in this way—that its tendency

is to remove to a distance the market for |

many Irish commodities which otherwise
would find a market at home, and thus to
lessen profits to some extent; and that it
diverts a considerable fund from productive
to unproductive employment. I cannot,
however, enlarge on this here; ard I must

leave asubject not exclusively Irish to be |

discussed in a more regular manner. In
the greater part of the north of Ireland,
landed property resting on a social basis
very different from that of the other pro-
vinces, still fortunately possesses conside

able power, and, notwithstanding some ad-
verse influences, will long maintain its natu-
ralagthority. As regards the whole system of
ownership in Ireland, unsound asit 1s in too
maty pla«es, it is obvious that any change
in it must be, in the strictest sense, volun-
tary ‘and ‘most fully respect the rights of
proﬁerty. Such a change must be gradual
and partial, and can only be thought of as
supplemental in any settlement of the Lund
Question ; yet it may be the duty of real
statesmanship, on grounds of high political

expediency, to afford facilities for this con- |

summation.

QUESTION and FOREIGN POLITICS.

Warrorp, Tuesday.

The annual meceting of the West Hert-
fordshire Agricultural Association was held
in this town yesterday, and prizes were
awarded for the best cultivated farms, the
best root crops, for excellence in ploughing,
and for long service. In the evening the
members dined together in the Corn Iix-
change, and there was a numerous and in-
fluential gathering, Lord Chesham presided,
and was supported by the Earl of Clarendon,
Lord Ebury, Viscount Malden, Lord Hyde,
the Hon. H. Cowper, M.P., Mr. H. R.
Brand, M.P,, Mr. Abel Smith, M.P., Major
Foskett, the Rev. R. L. James, Mr. Marjori-
banks,Mr. W.Jones Loyd, Mr. T. F. Halsey,
Mr. A. Sedgwick, &e.

The customary loyal toasts having been
honoured,

Mr. G. MarJoriBANKS next gave ‘‘ The
Houses of Lords and Commons and the
Countv Members,” and in the course of a
eulogistic speech remarked that there never
was ‘s time when it was more incumbent
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upon all of them to wish the best health
and vigour of mind and body to the Houses
of Lords and Commons.

The Earl of CLARENDON, on rising to
|acknowledge the toast, was received with
{much cheering. He said,—My lords and
gentlemen, I beg you to believe in the great-
ful sense I entertain of the cordiality and
the kindness of your reception of my name.
I am afraid they are greater than I deserve,
for of late I have been a very truant neigh-
bour, but my absence has been inevitable,
fand I can assure you that on those days
| when I missed this useful and agreeable
| meeting T was with you in imagination, and
‘ heartily wished that in person I could also
| have been present. (Cheers.; I thank Mr.
| Marjoribanks for the manner in which he
[ has given the toast of ‘The House of

Lords,” and for the way in which he has
|alluded to my name. Unless I in feebler
| tones were to re-echo his eulogy of the House
of Lords and in something like stereotyped
| language were to convey to you that the
House of Lords will always do its duty and
| be a drag upon impetuous legislation, I am
afraid Ishould be poaching upon the sacred
ground of polities and should be warned off
| by your chairman. But [ have no intention
( of running such a risk, because [ agree with
| Lord Ebury that when men ot different
opinions meet together for one common
\ purpose it would be injurious to the harmony
| which is essential for that purpose and a
| grievious sin against good taste to introduce
{ political sukjects, and they are therefore as
a general rule excluded. 1Isay ¢ as a gen-
| eral rule,” because that proverbially implies
| exceptions, and I know no rule in which ex-
| ceptions are more often made. (‘““Hear'’ and
{laughter,) But the speaker always knows
[ he can be called to order and he always
| obeys the call when made, however import-
| ant he may think it may be for mankind to
[learn his views on opinions. (Laughter.)
[ say, then, that I feel some difficulty in not
making an exception to this rule, because
this year the House of Lords has been sub-
jected to vehement attacks, It may be said
that it has been put upon its trial, and I feel
that I could neither viudicate nor blame nor
exp ain the course of policy which has been
pursued without adverting to that great
question which, almost to the exclusion of
every other, occupied the attention of Par-
liament last Session, and which oaght not to
be brought into the arena of discussion on
this occasion. (Hear, hear.) But, having
been u member of that House now for more
than thirty years, havicg been a regular
attendant 1n 1t, and to lhe%est of my ability
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ceedings have been conducted, I will say,
without any odious comparisons, that, in
respect of knowledge, eloquence, ability,
and experience, it stands second to no other
legislative assembly in the world. (Cheers.)
{Nor can this be wondered at when we con-
{ sider how the House of Lords is recruited,
! and the amount of new blood which is con-
;stanlly being poured into that body. The
House of Lords has been jeered at for not
more often imitating measures, and still
more jeered at for the brevity of its debates.
With respect to the first, I believe the fault
lies mainly with the House of Commons,
who are naturally jealous of ithe right inher-
ent in them, as representatives of the people,
to impose taxes. But I think that with a
litle goodwill a proper and useful under-
standing might be arrived at by which the
initiative might be taken in the House of
Liords on measures which, though they might |
contain monty clauses, were not in reality |
bills for taxing the people. (Cheers.)
With respect to the second matter. the bre-
vity of our debates, I think that is mainly
attributable to a laudable custom in the
House of Lords of not speaking when we
have nothing partieular 10 say. (Laughter
and cheers.) An imitation of that example
in what is called *‘ another place’” would be
of advantage, and might be attended with
very great economy of time, and no less
efficiency in the transaction of public busi-
ness. (Loughter.) The House of Lords;)
geutlemen, is not a representative body, but
it is a responsible body. Itis responsible
to the country (hear, hear) ; it knows it and
it feels it; and three months ago it gave a
signal proof of it. (Cheeis,) 1 say, there-
fore, that there is nothing in the long run to
be apprehended from the House of Lords.
There is no reason for the assum»tion that
after a due course of time the House of
Lerds will ever oppose itself 10 what is the
acknowlédged and tie admitted opinion of
the .country. (Cheers.) 1 say, therefore,
that there 1s no apprehension on that score,
But the House of Lords has been reproach-
ed, and I 2u tsay with some kind of rea-
son, with not going fast enough—that it
did uot, in fact, seize the realitics of public
ovinion, and was not alive enough to the
enormous progress—the astounding progres:
—of intellectual aétivity in everything which
distinguishes the age in which we live, and
which makes us live a century in thirty
ears. (Hear, hear.) I will ask anybody
ere what would bave been thought of a man
who, thirty years ago, had predicted that we
should, with ease and convenience, go
across Europe, frcm Marseilles to Loudon,

|
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in twenty-four hours ; that the traveller, on
P
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arriving in London, should be able to learn,
by means of a bit of wire 2,000 miles long,
buried at the bottom of the ocean, that a
friend ot his had had his leg amputated in
Philadelphia or New York five minutes be-
fore, and that by taking two or three sniffs
of a vapour he was unconscious of pain.
What would have been said of a man who
asserted that he would command the sun to
take our portraits or that a Conservative
Government would establish household suf-
frage. (Much laughter and cheers.) 1
think that such a man, only thirty years ago,
would have been considered fit for Bedlam,
and we know from history, and not such very
ancient history, that many men have been
tortured at the Inquisition, and even burat
alive, for expressing views and opinions far
more sober than these. But what would
you think of the man who, when these be-
nefits had been realized, would say, *No;
I prefer to go to Marseilles in six days in
my own dilligence. Nothing will induce
me to receive a bit of information by tele-
graph; I greatly prefer agony to chloro-
form, and rather than have household suf-
frage, I firmly believe that a finer measure
to make things snug and comfortable would
be the restoration of rotten boroughs,”
(Laughtor and cheers.) But, gentlemen,
this power has been given. It will be exer-
cised. It will be recognized by all ; and I
am sure it will be recognized by none more
than the House of Lords. (Cheeis.) But
the House of Lords must remember that
when one House travels by express and the
other by the Parliamentary train, one set of
travellers will arrive at the terminus very
long before the other, and impatience will
be exhibited and feelings of ill-will and bad
blood will be created that might be avoided
by more steam. (Laughter and cheers.)
Now, a little more steam seems to me all
that is wanting in the House of Lords, and
| am sare that there is.not any one here
present who is a well wisher to that institu-
tion who will not desire for the interests of
that body and for the countiry that a little
more steam should be applied. (Cheers.)
There is coming on a great occasion ¢n
which the two Houses may unite in har-
monious action. 'I'he question cf the tenure
of land in Ireland is a momentous, a vital,
and not a party question. (Loud cheers.)
{ do not say that 1t is not a party question
by way of modifying opposition. The party
that is ia power always preaches to the
party out of E‘owur moderation auvd not to
be factious, That is a very old system aud
one that is systematically disregarded.
(Laughter.) But I sny that 1t is not a party
question because each successive Govern:
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ment, Liberal or Conservative, has faithfully
promised, has sincerely attempted, and Las
signally failed to leyislate for Ireland upon
the question. The no=cessity still exists,
It is notorious, It is acknowledged more
and more every day, and [ therefore do
not see why men of all parties, with honest
purposes and calm moderation, should not
unite togother to produce a measure that
would be. perfectly satisfactory. (Load
cheers,) There is no evil without a remedy ;
and there are evils connected with the tenure
of land in Ireland that must be abated,
(Great cheering.) The great problem to
solve i8 to do justice to the many and to do
injustice to no one. I admit that the solu-
tion of such a problem is difficult, but it is
not impossible. Indeed, I think that the
word *‘ impossible * should be erased from
the vocabularly of every publiz man when
remedial measures are in question, and
more especially when the question is the
application of them to Ireland. (Cheers.)
Gentleme¢n, you will not expect to learn
from me what course the Government intend
to pursue, and, indeed, I think that if [ told
you that their minds were made up and that
there was a Bill ready, you would receive
the information with surprise and dissatis-
faction, because you would feel sure that in
the two months which have  passed since
Parliament was prorogued the amount ot
information, of statisiics, and of data neces-
sary for the formation of a judgment could
not have been collected, and that if any
determination has been taken already it
would be crude aud imperfect. (Hear,
hear,) But, although [ will not tell you
what the Government will do, I will tell
you what they will not do. They will not
adopt any of those wild and subversive
schemes of which we have heaid so much
during the last few days. (Cheers.) I
cast no blame upon those who bring them
forward. They, likely enough, may believe
in the possibility of the accomplishment of
what they propose; but I say, gentlemen,
that they are enemies of equitable settle-
ment, which is the only settlement we can
look forward to ; and those who strive and
labour to excite expectations that are ex-
travagant and cannot be realized are no
friends of the Irish people. (Loud and
continued cheering,) But the Irish people,
whatever may be their faults, are not fools.
They are quicksighted people, and when
the time comes I shall expect they will be
amenable to reason, if that whicl is just and
racticable is offered to them. . (*1lear,
Eelr” and cheers.) I have now the honour
of addressing practical men, and I would
ask any 'gentleman -here present to'take @

farm at will on which the landlord never
did and never intended to do anything.
Then, suppose that he built upon that tarm
a house and homestead, erected fences, and
drained it, and was then turned out at six
months’ notice by the landlord, who took
to himself the whole benefit of the tenant’s
labour and expenditure; I ask if there
could be language strong enouzh in this
country—in those meetings that are now
being Keld and in the Press—to coidemn
the felonious act of such a landlord as that.
(Loud cheers,) Far be it from me to say that
any such proceedings are resorted to on the
large and well managed estates in Ireland,
of which I could give you a long list. But
the power does exist. [t i too often exer-
cised, and it ought to be nbated, becase so
long as it exists there can be no confidence
between landlord ard tenant. (Cheers.)
I do not say thatexceptional legislation may
not be necessary with reference to the
wants, the wishes, and the usages of an
agricultural people like the Irish; but I
believe that if the rights of property are
scrupulously upheld and its duties rigidly
enforced by law, a measure will be produced
which will entitle the Government and
Parliament to say they have fulfilled their
obligations and entitle them to the support
and praise of every honest man. (Cheers.)
I think I have already detained you more
than enough. (Cries of “Go on.") At
agricultural meetings ncthing should be
more cultivated than short speeches.
(laaughter.)  But before I sit down I ask

our leave to break your rules, I ask your
{(lnve to be an exception to that prohibition
of alluding to political matters, but at the
same time I promise you it shall produce no
dissent and not call for any reply, because
the word I wish to say is not unon domestic,
but upon foreign politics. In the office [
have the honour #6 hold I am not only en
abled but compefled to know much of what
passes in foreign countries and in the coun-
cils of foreign/ countries. I have been for
some time on the Continent, and I returned
last week. 1 had there the opportunity of
collecting opinions, and I have seen some
persons who exercise no little influence on
the destinies of Europe, and, although T
have not the gift of prophecy, though I do
not pretend to see further into futurity than
cther men, yet [ cannot help, on this occa-
sion, expressing my belief that at no time
within the last three years—at no time since
the war between Prussia and Auvstria—
have we had a fairer prospect of maintaining
the inestimable blessings of peace. (Lrud
and continued cheering, amid which the
voble lord resumed his secat.)
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The county members also responded to
the toast, and after some local speeches the
roceedinys were brought 10 a close.
1 g

PROFESSOR ROGERS, OF OXFORD,
ON THE LAND QUESTION.
Oxrorn, Sept, 28, 1869.

My Dear Sir Jorx Gravy—I have no
wish to obtrude auy opinions of my own
about the Irish Land Question on your
attention ; but as I have thought a great
deal on the subject, both from a political
and economical point of view ; as I have
no personal interest near or remote in its
settlement, beyond that of a well-wisher to
your island, as an integral part of our
common coantry ; as I am neither land-
lord, tenant, nor partizan; as I paid du-
ring my late visit to Ireland minute atten-
tion to what I heard and saw on all sides,
over the limited area of country to which
I designedly confined my observations;
and as we had a long and interesting, and
(to me) instructive conversation on the
subject, 1 have thought it worth while to
trespass on your patience by giving you
some of my impressions while they are at
the freshest.

parts of the United Kingdom, i* not ye
appreciated by the Irish people. I am no
of course referring to the foolish rant o
some among your so-called national papers
Nor do I expect that the memory of out
rageous wrong can be got rid of in a few
years, or by one or two acts of cousider-
a'e legislation. I know that I.eland was
for many years governed by a sect, anda
caste, and I am quite aware that the pub-
lic judgment of a mnation is permanently
deteriorated by such a bad system of gov-
ernment. But Ireland has political liberty,
and (late enough) religious equality, and
need not in any way sacrifice its national
identity b{; the closest possible union and
amity with that strong country with which
its political being is necessarily united. S1ill
I cannot conceal the fact from myself, that
however much may be hoped for in the fu-
ture there is no real amity hetween the ne-
tions,

Again the digsatisfaction of the Trishman
at home leads to grave complications abroad,
The prejudices  or antipathies of the Irish
emigrant are carried to America and the
colonies, and disturb the peace of these
countries, or supply the material on which
political adventurers may work. T know
no other example in history in which volun-

You will perhaps allow me to indulge so
much to British or Saxon feeling as to put
what appears to be our case first. Opin-
lons strongly entertained among you Irish-
men, and as persistently avowed, are strange
to our habits of life and thought, though
if people would only discuss the question
dispassionately, they might see in the al-
most universal agreement among the Irish,
a strong prima facic argument in iavour
of the solidity of the opinions entertained
by you, and a reason why the claims put
forward should receive careful and, in some

degree, sympathetic attention, instead of

being met, 2s they f:equently are, by wild
imputations of communism and confisca-
tion.

Our case, then, from my point of view
is as follows—The social condition of Ire-
land, is a scandal, and a scandal of the
grossest kind, No amount of bluster on
the part of a section of the London papers
is sufficient to hide the fact that the dis-
affection of the Irish people is deep-seated
and lasting, that the country is in many
particulars one of the most backward in
Europe, and that from no fault of the
Irish, that forty years of political emanci-
pation have not reconciled the Irish to
political union with Kngland, and that the
necessity of a thorough identity of all
public interests as between the various

tary emigration has been accompanied by
feelings of lasting bitterness towards the
political institations which the emigration
| bas ubandoned. The Irish Americans enter-
tain sentiments towards this country which,
making all allowance for the exaggerated
| language of furious or interested partizans,
| rather resemble. those of the ruined exiles
| of the Italian Republics of the middle ages
| than those of voluntary emigrants and pros-
| perous colonists, I entertain, and | helieve
| entertain in common with every man of
sense, the heartiest contempt towards the
firebrands of American Fenianism ; but I
know that there is no use in spurring a dead
horse, and that therefore these men know the
opinions entertained by the rank and file of
their followers or their dupes, and knowing,
are able to make themselves a nuisance to us
ana to the country of their adoption.

Next, I feel that, economically and finan-
cially, the goverument of lreland is a fuil-
ute. The British Governinent keeps, 1 am
told,on an average, 30,000 troops in [reland.
Everybody admits that the maintenance of
the British army is a charge of £100 per
man. It also caiches (not over-creditably,
and therefore expensively), and trains ‘these
men at o charge of £100 a piece more. As-
suming the average length of military ger:
vice to be ten years, here isan annual mili-
tary expenditure of nearly £4;000,000,
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besides this, the Government pays £718,000
or thereabouts, out of the Imverial revenue,
towards the charges of the Irish Constabu-
lary. I say nothing of the navy churges
which, in proportion, would doubtless swell
this amount. But the average revenue
from Ireland is less than £7,000,000.

I take it that this vast cost of a military
and quasi military establishment is incurred
mainly in order to guarantee the landiords’
rent.  One offence excepted. crime in [re-
land, the people being excitable and hot-
tempered, i8 less than in England. Crimes
against property are few, and convictions
are proportionally less than in England ;
for while the population of Ireland to Eng-
land and Wales is, roughly speaking, as one
to four, the convictions are little more than
as one to eight.  This vast military estab-
lishment may be absolutely necessary ; but
its raison d’ etre can be found only in the
necessity of muintaining some exceptional
system. If so, and this be, as I feel sure it
is, the land system, and if the whole proper-
ty in ireland assessed under schedule A,
amounts to about £14,500.000, whereof
half may, perhaps, be the rent of purely
agricultural laud, tae cost of secaring the
collection of eigit miilions rent is near five
millions for police, military and civil,

The process then of governing Ireland is
very unsatisfactory and exceedingly costly.
If the Legislature were to couple the con-
cession of tenant right at a fixed rent on the
part of the landowner, with the grant of an
additional ten per cent to the Irish landlords
from the exchequer, the precedent would be
ugly, but the economy would be immediate
and great.

I find that the landlord in Ireland does,
a3 a rule, nothing for his land. I have in
my short lrish tour, collected many, and in
some cases, whimsical instances of this rule.
But I never yet heard of any jurist or econo-
mist who doubted that the grant of owner-
ship in the soil was based on the fact that
without such ownership no one would gath-
er the fruits of his outlay. If, however, the
owner makes no outlay he cannot be wrong-
ed, if full compensation being made for the
present value of bis interest some other per-
son who does m- ke the outlay reaps his own
fruits. And this, without any avowal of the
priaciple stated above, is what the Irish
tenant claims. He knows that every penny-
piece of rent which he pays has been as a
rule derived from a growth of population to
which the landlord, being for the most part
an absentee, does not contribute any increase
and from the outlay of capital and the ex-
ercise of skill, for which again no thanks
are due to the landowner.

It is idle to speak of this movement as one
against property.  Onthe contrary, it is a
movement in favour of property. The Irish
land owners occupy a position closely anala-
gous to that of the former owners of tithe,
and their reduction to the status of the re-
cipient of a rent-charge, if it can be shown
to be expedient, cannotbe objected to on
the ground of justice. Everybody allows
that the radical objection to a tithe on pre-

duce is, that it taxes unequal profits at '

equal rates, But in what particular does
the [rish landowners' rent differ, exeept in
form, from such a tithe, when the basis of
an increased rent is the improvment effect-
ed by the skill of the tenant?  The Irish
farmers claim that they are robbed of their
property under the forms of law ; and they
are informed, forsooth, that they are assail-
ing the rizhts of property when they seek
to detend their own. [ need not tell you
that an unjust and oppressive law is worse
than violence, because such a law demoral-
izes the society for the sake of which laws
are created and respected.

The demand for land in a purely agricul-
tural country is always excessive. A farmer
who loses his land heccmes at once a day
labourer of the worst paid kind. And, again,
there is no occupation from which a man
extricates his capital with greater loss than
from ordinary aruble faurming.  And when
the scarcity of landis enhanced by the mis-
chievous feudal custom of primogeniture,
and the more mischievous permission to
settle land for an unborn generation, the
natural evil is increased by artificial evils.

To talk in the midst of this exagzgerated
insecurity under which the property of the
tenant labours about the occasional and ex-
ceptional virtue of some particular land
owner i8 sheer impertinence. There is a
trick which English magnates indu ge in, of
speaking about improvements which they
wmake on their own property, as though
these were exercises of heroic virtue, and
worthy of their tenants’ heartfelt gratitude.
Perhaps they are with such people, bat a
builder may as reasonably put on Eis tomb-
stone the number of houses which he had
construcied.  Scattered/about in Ireland
you may have a few improving landowners.
[ dare say there are parishes in Ireland
where the Episcopalians far outnumber the
Roman Catholics, But would any sensible
person have ever hinted at so exceptional a
circumstance as a reason for continuing the
Establishment ?

The tenants admit that their condition
has improved, and that there has not been,
on the whole, a rise in rents for the last
twenty years. But they add that this is easily
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tion the tenant was ground down pitilessly
to the lowest margin of bare subsistence.
Besides they have now poor rates to pay,

Up to these latter days of agita-

and vastly increased wages. For you are
aware that the Irish labourer, though far
from being plentifully paid, is much better
off than he was twenty years ago. Now
I find that it isfrom this ¢class that the great-
est amount of emigration hus proceeded.

It may be from an anticipated improve-
ment in their sltered condition, or frem
sympathy with what they believe to be an
Irish cause that the labourers are as anxious
for fixity of tennre as the farmers are, The
inbabitants of the towns, as you know, are
equally eager for a chunge. They believe
that the produce of Irish land would be
speedily doubled if the tenant could reap
where he hassown, or be encourazed to sow
by securing him the fruits of his labour in
harvest. 1 suspect that their instincts are
rational. I wish that those noble lords who
are so urgent about the rights of property,
meaning by this the land owners’ rent,
could extend their sympathies towards pro-
tecting the tenants’ outlay. [ fancy thit
capitul and labour are more sacred than
rent, because more essential to a nation’s
happiness, as a cause is more important than
an effect.

Everybody admits that the Irish agricul-
turist is dissutisfied. I put it strongly, but
in & phrase which I think represents little
more than the truth, when I say that the
whole population is an accomplice after the
fact in agrarian outraze, though otherwise
deliberate crimes against persons and pro-
periy are very rare in Ireland. Now, the
Irish must ke of the same habit and feeling
as the English, or they must have perma-{
nently different peculiarities of character.
If they are alike, it is plain that they must
suffer under some grievous wrong, to which
their English and Scoich fellow-subjects are
not liable; if they differ there is abundant
reason why a land system, in spite ot which
the other two kinzgdoms grow wealthy,
should be altered in Ireland, where it noto-
riously causes disaffecti-n, scandal and
bloodshed. Now it is admittel by Lord
Clarendon that the full exaction of a land-
lord's legal rights in Ireland is felonious.
What a pity that this form of felony has been
80 long protected by the Legislature.

Ireland must tor many a long day be
agricaltural. It must be a country of small
holdings.  But it must, in order to obviate
disaffection, obtain fixity or secarity of
tenure for the azriculturist. It is plain that
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couraged from such an investment by the
uncertainty as to whether he may not be
made to pay interest on his own capital. It
is certain that a country is misgoverned
when the whole nation symputhises with the
terrorism which prevents the landowner from
creating a famine Erice for tne Lse of land,
especially when otherwise an Irishman has
an ex~eptional respect in his neighbour’s
property. I confess if I were a small,
tenunt, at the caprice of an agent, I should
feel little consolation in heuring that the
Duke of Devonshire has subscribed largely
to the Lismore Railway, and should resist
Lo:d Lifford's claims to the latent powers of
the soil, when I know that every latent
power must, by the custom of Ireland, be
developed by me and my fellows. 1 believe
that the remedy for these evils must be gen-
eral and thorough, It is possible, perhaps,
to crush the manifestations of discontent.
At present there is an Irish policeman to
every 423 Irishmen, double the English
proportion,  If the Government appointed
a policeman to every ten inhubitants, it is
possible that agrarian outrage would become
so difficult as to be abandoned. But I
shudder at ihe cost. Still more, too, 1
shudder at the folly of sitting on the safety
valve. Besides, fortunat:ly, you cannot
prosecute an indictmeunt against a whole
nation. Whatever may be my admiration
for tha greut landowneis, I should be loth
to payso higha price for their existence and
supremacy.

My friend, Mr. Bright's plan is rational
und business-hke. But, unluckily, its opera-
tion must needs be partial. I kvow nothing
more provoking than to see one man
prosper by accident, and secured by an unie-
tended partiality, and another, separated
}\frsm him by an imaginary boundary ouly,
liable to all the caprices and sordid hard-
ships of the old system. The worst legisla-
tion is that which is unequal. It is betier
to have uniform depression than acci-
dentul piosperity imposed on & few by the
operation of Jaw. Thisreform is parual in
its operation, with the additioual disadvan-
tage of heing casual in its incidence, Surely
law ought to give equal rights under equal
conditions.

Mr. Mill bas propounded a scheme which
has the merit of being universal. But it has
a special demerit. It makes the state the
landlord, the present owner being guaranteed
a fixed rent, for which the state is respon-
sible to him, and which the state collects
for him, Now—forgive the absurdity of my
hypothegis—if I were the state 1 should
like to have my debtors well affected to me,

agriculture is depressed when the only
person who invests capital in the soil is dis-

In Ireland, unhappily, thiscondition is want.
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ing. Fancy the state distraining in Tippe-
rary or Westmeath. It would require that
terrible army of bailiffs which I spoke of
just now. one to every ten of the population,
in order to collect its rents.  Before long |
fear the Irish rents would fall under the

head of contingent sources of revenue, and |

finally dwindle to a sale of old stores. Like
Lieu enant Saxby, 1 should venture feebly
on predicting atmospheric_disturbance on
or about quarter-day, should such an expe-
dient be ad pted.

1 believe the only remedy is that of turn-
ing the non-occupying lindowper into the
recipient of a fixed rent charge, payable in
money, but calculated, to save changes in
the value of money, in produce. I would
also put a treble income tax on the absentee
owners of such a rent charge,

I know that such a scheme is denounced
ag revolutionary. But all reform, effect-d
by peaceful and legal means though il be, is
revolutionary.  Christianity was the great-
est revolution which the world ever saw.
It was peaceful and is perpetually benefi-
cent, Feudalism was the next revolution in
magnitude. ~was and is anti-Christian;
it has been violent and is perpetually malevo-
lent, Unhappily, in the United Kingdom i

i3 stronger than Chrisﬁf:iﬁ??”—“'
lfmrs‘ce‘frwﬂe andowner would be
wronged if he were put into a position of
the recipient of ‘a perpetual rent charge.
He has done nothing to the land which his
tenant occupies, ard, therefore, cannot
claim to be compensated for capital invested
in the soil. He has purchased a right to
receive interest on the money which his
land cost him, ia the few cases under which
Irish land has come into the landowner's
possession by bargain and sale. If his pro-
spective rights are to be considered, what
would ensue if, by parity of reasoning, the
legislature, respectively, iuvc.ﬂtigutea his
title ?

There are plenty of precedents in the
history of English legislation for such an
expedient as I think desirable, that, nac.ely,
of giving the tenant a perpetual lease at a
fixed rent calculated in agricultural produce.
I bave alluded to one already, the Tithe
Commutation Act. I cannot see, setting the
case of the clergy aside, that the prospective
rights of landowners are more sacred than
the prospective rights of lay improprietors.
Again, the compulsory enfranchisement of
copyholds is, from the landowner's point
of view, an invasion of the rights of
property. So agnin is the compulsory
alienation of land for the purpose of making
railways., Or are we to say that the pros-

perity of a country is of less account than
the conveyance of passengers and goods ?

In the north of England, especially in
Lancushire, the custom of letting lands in
towns at a perpetual chief rent is we 1l nigh
universal. Had this custom not prevailed
[ am persuaded that Lancasbire industries
would never have grown to their present
bigness. Is that which is expedient in Lan-
cashire inexpedient in Ireland ?

I have never yet met an Irish tenant who
does not emphatically assert his willingness
to pay a fair rent for his holding. Itis a
calumny excused only by gross ignorance
to say that he contemplates the confiscation
of his landlord’'s rent. He ‘wishes only to
prevent for the future what has gone on
long enough, the confiscation of his own
property.

Does anybody doubt if 8,600 persons
possessed all the food in Ireland, and, re-
solving to act in concert were willing to sell
this food only at famine prices, that the
people would not constrain such proprietors
of food to dispose of it at some customary
price?  But put land in place of food, and
you have the relations of the Irish land-
lords and the Irish farmer, with this differ-
ence, that all the value which the land
possesses is directly and indirectly the
tenant’s making.

[ don’t deny the landlord would lose

some«thing. He would be no longer able to
drive his tenant to the poll to vote against
his convictions, his conscience, and his in-
terest. He would be no longer able to
make the poor farmer the object of his ca-
price, his spleer, or his vengeance. He
would be no longer able to employ armies
to collect his rents. He would not for the
future constrain the people to adopt violent
means in order to protect their own, nor
make a whole nation accomplices after the
fact, in’ agrarian murders. Bat even in
these days el compensation nobody thinks
of giving equivalents for losses such as
these.
It is said that fixity of tenure will drive
the landowner from the country, or at least
annihilate his interest in his tenaniry.
Well, he seldom has more interest in them
now than a sheepmaster has in the sheep
which he shears by deputy. Under existing
circumstances he absents himself on a large
scale. Except for reasons which I will
refer to further on, his absence is not very
much deplored. I should like to know how
much of Irish rent is peid to absentees. Be.
sides, I do not advise that the state should
collect his rent for him.

Qccupation and ownership should go to-

a fixed rent,

gether.  According |
should be putinto pel
H!‘, sh
gested to me, be allc
holding without the
he should be empowe
his own discretion,

middlemen should be
sing the interest of

owner of the rentchar
and by conferring no
the act on any other
circumstances the ten:
ing or raise money i
difference between the
and the improved val
advances would ge
banks constituted for 1
lar to the German la
Foncier ; and under th
Irish farmers the capi'
wculd easily be raised

It is a common F
writers and speakers i
the Irish farmcr as i
No charge can be m
trish farmer puts on tl
rarliness, ke does so t
the real or anticipate
landlord. From whe
persuaded he is as t
peasant, as acute in b
Scotchman, and inco
prising, whenever en
any farmers under th
fact I have had abun
readers know anythin
of agricultural mac
farms ?

There is one risk w
rent-charge would rt
overcrop and exhaust
course, nothing mor
process by which the fq
been achieved under
previous tenant. But
he protected under ¢
suggest against this o
propose, 10 secure fu«
should be a cheap and
such a tenant might b
jury of farm~rs, whosl
after view, give a v
charge could be subst:
be aftirmed by such a
ing should be put up t

But the offence wo
the remedy easy, Ire
country in which an
becomes a farm labow
a downfall would be ¢
tive agaipst the misul



ccount than
nd goods ?

:specially in
ing lands in
is we 1l nigh
1ot prevailed
re industries
heir present
lient 1n Lan-

tenant who
- willingness
g Itisa
3 ignorance
confiscation
shes only to
18 gone on
of his own

00 persons
nd, and, re-
illing to sell
es, that the
proprietors
e customary
of food, and
Irish land.
1 this differ-
h the land
directly the

would loge
iger able to
vote against
and his in-
‘er able to
2t of his ca-
eance. He
oloy armies
not for the
lopt violent
r own, nor
es after the
it even in
rody thinks
3 such as

 will drive
or at least
tenan:ry.
'8t in them
the sheep
ler existing
‘on & large
uch I will
is not very
know how
intees. Be:
tate should

ould go to-

a fixed rent,

OF TRELAND. 128

gether.  According to my plan, the tenant
should be putinto permanent possession at
He should not, as yousug-
gested to me, be allowed to subdivide his
holding without the landlord's consent, but
he should be empowered to transfer it at
his own discretion, The introdnction of
middlemen should be obviated by recogni:
sing the interest of ounly two persons, the
owner of the rentcharge and the occupier,
and by conferring none of the benefits of
the act on any other person.  Under these
circumstances the tenant might sell his hold-
ing or raise money in emergencies on the
difference between the landlord's rentcharge
and the improved value of the farm. Such
advances would gencrally be mnade by
banks constituted for that purpose, and simi-

lar to the German land banks or a Credit |

Koncier ; and under the thrifty habits of the
Irish farmers the capital for such land banks
wculd easily be raised in Ireland.

It is a common habit with thoughtless
writers and speakers in England to speak of
the Irish farmcr as indolent and unthrifty,
No charge can he more false. When the
trish farmer puts on the appearance of heg-
zarliness, ke does so to defend himself from
the real or anticipated rapacity of agent or
landlord, From what I have seen, I am

persuaded he is as thrifty as the Belgian |
peasant, as acute in business, as the typical |
Scotchman, and incomparably more enter- |
prising, whenever enterprise is safe, than |

any farmers under the sun. Of the Iatter
fact I have had abundant proof. Do your
readers know anything of the growing use

of agricultural machines on forty acre |

farms ?

There is one risk which the landowner's |
A tenant might

rent-charge would run.
overcrop and exhaust his land.  This is, of
course, nothing more than reversing the
process by which the fertility of the land has
been achieved under the efforts of some
previous tenant. But the landowner should
he protected under sucha settlement as I
suggest against this contingency. I would
propose, to secure fuch an end, that there
should be a cheap and easy process by which
such a tenant might be summoned before a

jury of farmars, whoshon!d, by evidence and

| that of a valuation.

&

opinion would efficiently and speedily pro-
tect the landowner against such contingen-
cies as I refer to. The remedy should be
before him, but he should be bound to use it
just as an owner of houses is necessitated to
protect himself against dilupidation or waste
on the part of his tenants.

The right to minerals should be secured
to the landowner, He should be at liberty
to enter on the land in order tv dig tnem on
making compensation to the tenai t for the
injury which entry and digging mizht inflict,
He should alvo be able to enter on and inspect
land at pleasure, but he should be disabled
from reserving game.

If a tenant quits his occupation by selling
it the landowner should have a rizht of
prescription at a small per centaze above
the highest bid, But unless the landowner
occupies the land himselt he must be bound
to re-let it at the old valuation. Of course,
in such a case, he will get a further sum
from the incoming tenant, the difference,
namely, between tha old and the new value,
in case new value has accrued,

All tenures should be registered, trans-
ferred, and entered in a land book.  This
should be open to public inspection on the
payment of a small search fee.  Duplicages
| of these registers should be kept in the c¢h-ef
town of each county. No title should be
complete until it is registered.

Facilities should be given for purchasing
the rent charge should the landowner be
willing to sell. But if sach a puarchaser
ceases 1o occupy, he should, as before, be
bound to re-let on the old valuation, pur-
chases of such a rent-charge to be completed
only by registration.

‘I here are two processes by which the
first valuation could be effected.  One, and
the simplest, is to take the customary rent
for the last five yeurs, provision being made
for meeting the exceptional case of expiring
leases, The ohvious ohjection to this plan
is that it puts an exacting and a generous
landowner on the same footing, stereotyping
the rent of each by the same act. You,
| who know Irish land and Irish landowners
| better than I do, can tell whether this be a
| substantial difficulty.  The other process is
To E.glish minds the

after view, give a verdict whether such a | latter is the most obvious and equitable.

charge could be substantiated. Ifthe charge
be aflirmed by such a jary the tenant’s hold-
ing should be put up to auction,

But if the former plan be adopted landlord
or tenant ghould be at liberty to demand a
valuation, the cost of such valuation being

But the offence would be rare, as well as | defrayed by the party demanding it.

the remedy easy. Ireland is an agricultural

country in which an unsuccesstul farmer | made to pay a triple i come tax.

becomes a farm labourer. The risk of such
a downfall would be a very general preven-
tive agaipst the misuse of land, and public

I said above that absentees should be
I dare
say that in many cases the landowner’s
room is better than his company. But the
effect of transmitting rents tgf an absentee
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proprietor is exactly the same as that of
paying a tribute, No one doubts that p
country whick pays o tribute is so much the
worse off. Thus Lord Hertford is said 1o
take £60,000 a year from Ulster. His rents
are collected and his property secured,
practically at the public cost, He spends,
and has for many years spent, the proceeds
in France.

These rents are transmitted by the sale of
produ-e. Such a transmission, being equi-
poised by no counter importation, sids in
creating an adverse balance against Ireland,
which is recovered by disposing of Irish
produce on less favourable terms, in just
the same way, a8 in a country’s trade the
liquidation of an adverse balance must be
effected by forcing the sale of commodi-
ties.

The sugar colonies of the West Indies
have, I am informed, adopted the pmctico
of levying a tax on absentees, 'I'he pro-
ceeds of such a tax should go to the county
cess, for as the eflect of trunsmitting rent to
absentees is to depress the price of commo-
dities, the rectification of such aloss should
he devoted to increasing the facilities of
teansit,

I have already written you a very long
and, I fear, discursive letter,  But it isim-
possible to do justice to this topic in any
single communication, T cannot, however,
but be reminded that it was in Ireland that
the adaze ‘ property has its duties as well
as its rights’” was first announced. Hitherto
the rizhts have been dwe't on exclusively,
and the duties ignored, As a consequence,
there i3 a difference between landlord and
tenant in your country which centuries will
not reconcile under the present system,
while the condition of things imperatively
demand a settlement, [ am persuaded that
no settlement will be effectual or lusting un-
less it is of the kind which I have sketched,
that the roouer the attempt is mado the
better, and that you and your collea zues, if
you press the matter steadily and temperately
will not only do great service to your own
countrymen, but heal a4 scandal which dis.
graces the government of the greatest na-
tion upon earth, and hinders the perfect
union of two races which must have a
common destiny, and ought to live in per.
fect amity

You can muke any use you please of my
Jetter, and believe me tobe, my dear Bir,
John Gray, yours faithfully,

James B, Trorotp Rnagns,

TO THE EDITOR OF THE FREEMAN,

Bir —~While the public mind is agitated
in the Land Question and the columns of

THE LAND QUESTION

the press tcam with theories advanced there.
in by parties interested in the settlement, it
is & relief to the mind to turn from the many
vilionurﬂ and impracticable ones to the
simple but effective machinery, by which
Lord Granard with the clearness equal to a
mathematical demonstration, propeses to
solve the question of Tenant Right. It can-
not he denied that fixity of tenure is the
desideration long and anxiously sought for
by the Irish tenant, and without which, al-
though he may contrive to rear a large
family and pay his rent, vet with the uncer-
tainty that at any moment he may be
turned out on the roads'de darkening the
prospects before him, is it any wonder that
the energies of a family which, under the
happier circumstances of security of tenure,
would be entirely devoted to the cultivation
and improvem-nt of their farm, should
languish and produce that acerbity and dis-
content 8o much deplored by all. Lord
Granard supplies a remedy for this, for he
would Jegal ze by Act of Parliament for the
whole of Ireland, a custom which in Ulster
nlone has the force of Taw. Thus (tbe ten-
@nt) would remain 1n undis'urbed possession
as long as he pays his rent, and at the same

time has (Wu‘_mm_ﬁgw
will, I would supplement hislordship’s spg:
gestion by proposing that the landlord and
tenant should appoiat a valuator to value
the farm to be let; and should there be any
difference between them, that a mulur\ll:y
appointed abitrator should decide. That
the tenant gets twenty-one years lease on
entering the furm ; that it be re-valued every
seven years unil the lease expires, and,
should ths land be improved in value t'.at
the tenant be credited with the amount of
his improvemert at the end of each seven
years ; if, on the other hand, it be deterior-
nted, that he b» debited with the deciense.
This rule holds good in Prussia, and, I be-
lieve, has the most beneficial effect in s!imu-
lating the industry of the people, while it
niso preserves the rights of the landiords.
[ myself us a rroprietor have always acted
on this principle and have found it satisfac-
tory to myself and my tenants.
Yours truly,
Jon~n T. Davys,, J.P.

Curreen, County Longford, 6th Sept, 1869.

TO THE EDITOR OF THE FREEMAN.

Carrick on-Suir, 4th Sep., 1869,
Draw 8ir--Your Church Commission,
that cl:ared the way for religious equality,
entitles you to the gratitude of every Irish-
man who prefers country to faction, and
your advocacy of tenant-right induces me to

v
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ask your permission to invite through the
columns of the FrEemAN criticism and sug-

gestions on the following plan 6f tenant and/

labour right :— . _— :

First—The ballot is indispensable to re-
move the fruitful source of discord between
landlord and tenant, as it is the right
of every man to exercise the franchise
independent of/ dictation from landlord or
cleric. b )

Second— Compensation for 1mprove-
ments, which in itself is equivalént to fixity
of tenure, as' few landlords could afford to
gratify a mere whim by ejecting where he
should make compensation for valuable im-
provements ; but no\landlord should be
obliged to keep a cantankerous or disagree-
able tenant when he could get rid of him
withou! injustice.

Third—The landlord should pay half the
county tax, as h» does the poors’ rate, and
for this reason, that the tenant could not
make $0 much rent for him where the
facilities afforded by county works” are
wanted.

Fourth—The tenant should be obliged to
have ona labourers’ cottage for every fifty
acres after the first fifty his farm may con-
tain, to supply labour for tillage, and in
case of grass farms to keep fences in order
and land clean of weeds, and to afford a
home and means of living to the peasantry
of the country, the rent of cottages to vary
from 1s. per week in proportion 10 size of
garden attached.

Fifth—That occupiers of fifty acres and
upwards shall be bound to find employment
either on his own farm or elsewhere, within
reasonable distance for the labourers on his
land, at rates of wages tu be reculated
periodically by boards «f guardians by the
price of food, and thatlabourers who refuse

to work on these terms or otherwise gives |

trouble to their employers shall be liable to
removal on one month’s notice to quit.

Sixth—That the tenant shall have a rjght
to the increased value of such timber trees
as happened to be on the land, and the
absolute ownership of all that may have
grown or been planted during his tenure,
the landlord, however, having option to
prevent them being cut by payin¥ compen-
sation.

Seventh—Leases to be a matter of agree-
ment between parties desiring them, but no
Ballycohey clauses to be admitted.

Such a plan as the foregoing, without
encroaching on the rights of propert({, seems
to me sufficient to satisfy the just demands
of the tenantry, and at the same time to
rescue the labgurers from the demoralising
influences of &itiu and towns by affording

Q |

\ >

\

them homes and employment in the country.
I remain, Sir, with much esteem,your most
obedient servant, ’
Josern M. Rivers,

If there is wisdom in the multitude of
councillors, the Cabinet must be allowed to
possess singular advantages in deliberating
on the Irish Land Question. This question,
like many others, has been far longerbefore
Parliament than is commonly supposed,
though it is only within the last faw years
that public attention has been fairly brought
to bear on it. Mr. SmarMay CrAwrorD’s
first Tenant Right Bill dates so far back as
1835 ; in 1845 the whole relation of land-
lord and tenant was exhaustively treated in
the report of the DrvoN Commission ; in
1852 a very comprehensive Bill was brought
in by Sir JoskpH NapiEr on behalf of
Lord DerBY’S Ministry ; in 1860 another
Bill, purporting to be a permanent settle-
ment, was intrcduced by Mr. CArDWELL,
and actually became law ; in 1866 and 1867
Bills modifying this settlement were framed
and advocated in vain by Mr. ForTescur
and Lord Mavo. These, indeed, are the
more prominent Jandmarks in the Parlia-
mentary history of Tenant Right. Sir Jonx
GRraY lately stated at Manchester that ¢ no
‘“fewer than twenty Bills had been intro-

‘““duced into Parliament for the purpose of

‘“trying to do justice to Ireland, all of which
‘“were based on the principle of compensa-
“tion to the tenant,”’—a principle which
he represents to be inadequate and obsdlate.
This description 18 not eltogether correct,
inasmuch as the compensation clauses, in
some at least of these measures, were' meant
to act as a lever whereby tenants might de-
rive greater security of tenure. At all
events, they are evidence of. the inmmense
labour expended on the question even before
it became popularized, During the present
year, however, it has made greater progress,
and has been more practically studied than
in the whole previous c¢ecneration. The
literature of the subject isalready enormous
and daily increasing, nor wuul({ it be easy
to estimate the number of intellizent Eng-
lish travellers who have visited Ireland
during the past summer and returned with
improvised Land Bills in their pockets. Since
every idea that human ingenuity can devise
has already found its exponent, we cannot
expect, and still less do we desire, origina-
lity of conception from the Government.
It is morally certain that some one out of
the numerous designs now before the world
will prove to have anticipated that which
may be matured by the Cabinet, and it is
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126 THE LAND QUESTION

probable that many amateurs will claim the
credit of prior invention. For our own
part we attach less importance to any the-
ory, and more to a careful manipulation of
details, than most of those who are now
preseribing for Ireland. It is chiefly by
reason of defects in its machinery that Mr.
CarpWELL'S Act has remained almost a dead
letter, and the most sweeping provisions
against oppressive ¢ landlordism ’’ wculd be
ineffective if no tenant could put them in
force without trouble or expense. At the
same time, no Bill can be succesaful which
is not the expression of principles definite
as well as sound, and it is no longer prema-
ture to enquire what principles are likely to
be adopted by the Government as the foun-
dation of their scheme.

There are four heads under which it is
possible to group all the proposed solutions
of the Irish Land Question. Three of these
embrace the various plans for regulating the
conditions of tenancy, while the fourth
embraces those for abolishing tenancy, more
or less gradually,and substituting proprietor-
ship. The readiest and, perhaps, the most
business-like solution would be a complete
revision of the existing law, with a view to
encourage written agreements and all other
arrangements conducive to good cultivation,
on the basis of voluntary contract. A Bill
drawn up with this aim would, of course,
guarantee tenants compensation for im-
provements hereafter to he made with the
landlord’s consent ; it might even guarantee
retrospective compensation for past improve-
ments made under similar sanction. Still,
it would not give any security of tenure,
except indirectly, by making it ruinous for
the grasping landlord to evict, since lLe
would have to pay.a Jump sum, in addition
to all the loss incident to changes of tenants
and possible litigation. - The next mode of
dealing with the question is that which pro
ceeds by extinguishing tenancies-at-will,
universally or generally, and converting
Irish farmers into leas:holders, whethar by
Act of Parliament or by some gentler and
legs summary method. - The most familiar,
but not the most equitable, form of this solu-
tion is M yr1r’'s proposal, the effect of
which, as'®plained by himself, is “ to con-
‘“‘vert the’ tenure of ‘every occupier of an
‘agricultural tenement into a lease for
¢ gixty-three yeers, fixing \the rent to be
“ puidy by a valuation.” Between such a
proposal and provisions, however stringent,
for making it a Jandlord’s iterest to grant
leases there are, of courge; ibfinite degrees ;
but there is one ferture ¢oiimon to all, and
that is the clear definition in a statute, or

liabilities. Moreover, even Mr. Burt con.
templates making the lease forfeitable on a
breach of certain specified conditions, and
the rent variable during its currency with
the price of agricultural produce, Mr. MiLL,
on the other hand, whose plan is scarcely
in pari materia with any other, would cut
the knot by paying off the landlords and
virtually commuting the rept into a State
tax of fixed amount. In short, Mr. MiILL'S
remedy for Ireland is perpetuity of tenure,
nominally conditional on the fulfilment of
duties like those admitted by Mr. Burr,
who now seems to have abandoned his
former notion of compulsory sixty-three
years’ leases for this still more extreme
claim of Tenant Right. Distinct from both
these solutions is that which purports to re-
concile the general custom with the law of
Irish tenancy, whether by ecrecting the
Ulster system into a normal standard all
over Ireland, or by enabling all local cus-
toms to be pleaded as such by tenants in
courts of law. This last mode of settling
the maiter would disturb the existing state
of things less than any other, would dis-
pense with the necessity of insisting on
written contracts, and would otherwise save
the Legislature a vast deal of trouble ; but
it would inevitably open an interminable
series of legal proceedings, and leave ten-
ants in some parts of the country without
protection, The fourth solution 18 typified
by the well-known suggestion of Mr,
Bricar, derived from the experience of
Prussia.  This obviously stands altogether
by itself, being essentially permissive in its
nature, applicable only where landlords are
disposed to sell, and beneficial only to farm-
ers who can afford to pay a largely increased
rent for twenty or thirty years.

We have before pointed out the direction
from which it appears likely that Mr. GLab-
sToNE and his colleagues will approach the
question. We may now add that we shall
be greatly surprised if any single one of the
four principles above indicated should be
embodied exclusively in the Government
Bill. These principles, in fact, are not al-
ternatives, but 10 some extent supplemen-
tary to each other. It would be even pos-
sible to combine them all in the same Bill,
so that each shoyld be allowed to operate in
the cases to which it might be suited. We
have no difficctlty, however, in selecting
that which ought to govern the rest, and
this, we venture to predict, will be the key-
stone of any settlement which Mr. Grap-
8TONE may recommend to Parliament. The
radical source of agrarian discontent and
outrage in Ireland is, and has been for time
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The cure for uncer-

certainty of tenure. 1
tainty of tenure is legal security of tenure ;
and legal security of tenure means leases in

one form or another. The main object of
the Government Land Bill, therefore, will
probably be the extension of leases, or the
equivalent of leases, to a very large propor-
tion of Irish tenants, The means employed
for affecting this object will, no doubt, be
varicus, and mostly indirect, but it may be
necessary to reserve a power in the last re-
sort to do that on bebalf of a bad landlord
which a good landlord would do for himself.
Kor the exercise of any such power, as well
as to superintend the process of transition,
a strong Commission or Board, armed with
a large discretion, would have to be estab-
lished. It happens that Ireland possesses in
the Landed Estates Court and the Board of
Works two institutions which afford, at least,
useful precedents for the official control of
dealings with land. In estimating the ex-
tent of interfererce that would be required,
it must always be remembered that in a great
majority of cases the existing relations of
landlord and tenant are satisfactory in all re-
spects but one. The tenant is almost sure that
he will never be turned out, except {or obsti-
nate non-payment of rent, and that his rent
will never be unfairly raised ; but he cannot
be quite sure, for the kindest landlord may
be succeeded by a tyrannical heir, or sell {0
a rapacious purchaser. The problem is to
give him, and still more to give his less for-
tunate neighbour, this certainty, without re-
ducing the landlord to a mortgagee or rent
charger. To despair of this problem would,
indeed, be unworthy of statesmanship, nor
do we see any difficulty to be encountered
equal to those overcome last Session by the
Reformed Parliament. It is idle to say that
nothing but confiscation will satisfy the
Fenians. It is not our business to satisfy
the Fenians, and they would assuredly not
be ﬁn]isﬂicd if Ireland were confiscated
twice ovdr.  Our business is simply to do
justice between two classes, constituting the
very bone and sinew of Ireland, whose in.
terests are really identical, and, in doing
justice, to extirpate the most ancient root
of Irish wrongs. We must, however, bear
in mind two opposite sources of error. It
would be wiser, on the one hand, not to
meddle with the Land Question at all un}ess
we can hope effectually to quiet the minds
of the present generation of tenants; it
would be very short-sighted, on the other
hand, to sacrifice the peace of the next
generation. Ireland wants resf from agita
tion above all, but we must not purchase a
short-lived rest from agitation by concessions
pregnant with the germs of aderchy. In

closing accounts with the past it may be just
and necessary to recognize prescriptive
rights of doubtful origin; but it cannot be
Just or necessary to foster the growth of
similar rights in future. »

It augurs well for the solution of the
Irish Land Question that its true nature is
more and more realized throughout Great
Britain. Here and there a sceptic may be
found who either denies the very existence
of an Irish Lard Question in any legitimate
sense, or insists that it canrot be solved ex-
cept by injustice. Such, however, is not
the general temper of men who have fairly
investigated the facts, and educated opinion
has advanced far beyond the off-hand dictum
that ‘‘tenant-right is nothing but landlord
wrong.” So great, indeed, has been this
progress as to suggest the new danger of a
premature decision on the proper basis of
an Irish Land Bill.  Now, it is due to the
Government, responsible as they are for a
work of legislation which no private member
could attempt, that we should at least sus-
pend our judgment till we know what prin.
ciples they are prepared to adopt for their
guidance. In the meantime, detailed
schemes, put forth by individuals of compe-
tent authority, may be of coasiderable value
in; soundifiy and lighting the channel, beset
with rocks and shoals, through which the
Legistature must steer its course rext Ses-
sion, Of these schemes, that which has
just been published by Mr, Jame¥ Carrp de-
serves special attention, not only because it
is eminently moderate and practical, but
also because few writers combine in an equal
degree the qualifications necessary for eluci-
dating the subject. No one ignorant of
agriculture has a right to express any confi-
dent opinion on one very important branch
of it—the comparativeynerits of small and
large holdings, of tenancy under lease and
tenancy at will, of improvements executed
by landlords and improvements executed by
tenants, in extracting the utmost amount of
produce from the soil. No one who visits
Ireland for the first time in 1869 can form
any trustworthy idea of the extent to which
causes of recent origin, such as the potato
famine, emigration, and education, may
have operated in bringing about its present
agrarian condition.  In both these respects

r. Carep is a highly-qualified witness, and
we observe with satisfaction that his general
conclusions support the inferences to be
drawn from the letters of our own Corre-
spondent.

It is often stated, and truly stated, that a
very marked improvement has been wrought
among the Irish peasantry during the last
twenty years. Mr. CAirp recognises this
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but his testimony as to its cause ismot very
encouraging.  ““The people are bhetter
¢ clothed, better housed, and better fed, not
‘“‘because the produce of the ground has
‘“been materially increased, but because it
‘has become of more value, and is divided
“among two-thirds of those who shared it
“then (in 1849). Most of the wet land is
¢gtill undrained. The broken, worn, and
“gapped fences remain too much as before.
‘Except in Ulster and the Eastern sea-
“board of the country there is little appear-
‘“ance of any investment of capital in culti-
“vation. What the ground will yield from
‘“year to year at the least cost of time, la-
¢ bour, and money is takenfromit. * * *
“There is no confidence between classes ;
“people are living from hand to mouth,
“landlords drawing their rents with the
“least outlay in their power, and tenants
* tilling their land after the same pattern,”
Itis right to point out that much of this
penny-wisdom on both siles4ray be, and
doubtless is, due to what Mr, Ca1rp himselt
elsewhere describes as a ‘‘universal feeling
“ of expectation’’ that some great alteration
in the Land system of Ireland is about to be
made. It isalso right to note on the favour-
able side of the account the fact that
“the landlords’ rents are well paid, the
‘'tenant farmers are prosperous, the la-
*¢ bourers never had hi;:‘xer wages,”” and. we
may add, that land is by no means depreci-
ated in market price, while numbers of small
farmers are eager to increase their holdings.
Still, Mr. Carrp maintains in opposition to
the prevailing opinion, that Ireland has not
made anything like such great strides iy
agriculture since the famine "as have been
made by England and Scotland, and his
evidence carries with it considerable weight.
Tt is obvious that, if this view be accepted
as accurate on the whole, it materially
strengthens the political and social arrange-
ments for a new law of Land Tenure
Ireland. = Even if the existing system were
ever so productive of mere wealth, it would
be & question whether it ought to be upheld
in its integrity at the cost of a permanent
antagonism between landlord and tenant.
But if it can be shown independently to yield
a poor economical result, the case in its
favour becomes proportionably weaker. Mr,
Camrp, however, recommends no organic
change. He proposes five principal reforms,
aone of which involves the use of direct com:
“pulsion. In the first place he would reverse
the presumption of law wiiich declares build-
ings and ot%er permanent improvements to
be the property of the Jandlord, without any
liability to .compensation. . Secondly, he
would modify the presumption of law which

declares atenancy at will equivalent to a
yearly tenaney in the absence of express
agreement, and would secure a tenant hoﬁiing
without lease in the possession of his land
for a term long enough for a proper course
of husbandry. ' Thirdly, he would encourage
leases for twenty years at least, not only by
making them a bar to claims for compensa-
| tion, but also by making them a necessary
condition of the Government loars for land
improvement. Fourthly, he would extend
the leasing powers of life tenants and trus-
tees. Fifthly, though he would give legal
validity to existing claims under Ulster
tenant-right, he would provide for their
gradual extinction by the voluntary substitu-
tion of leases, or the payment of the capital
sum. Like all who have taced the diﬂicugties
of a Land settlement on so large’a scale, he
contemplates the creation of a new eourt or
commission, and he attaches, moreover,
great importance to Mr. Bricur's scheme
for the conversion of occupiers into owners
by discriminating assistance from the
State.

We shall not here enter upon any de-
tailed examination of this programme, espe-
cially as most of its articles are already
familiar to our readers. Its most distinctive
feature, and that upon which its author
chiefly insists, is the superiority of leases
over customary rights of occupation—that
is, of a tenant right by contract over a tenant-
right by prescription—as the groundwork of
a settlement which must cover all Ireland.
So far we can entirely agree with Mr. Ca1rp,
whose judicious remarks on Ulster tenant-
right are perhaps the most instructive part
of his pamphlet. A custom which has appa-
rently placed Ulster above all the other
provinces in agricultural wealth, civilization,
and good order is entitled to the greatest
respect, and the study of it offers a most
valuable clue for penetrating the labyrinth
of the Land Question, Beyond this we are
not prepared to advocate recourse to it, and
we believe that auy legislative attempt to
stereotype it must end in failure. The his.
tory of Ulster tenant-right cannot be traced
back with certainty for above three or four
generations; it has never taken root, or it
has been uprooted, on many estates in
Ulster itself; and the circumstances of
Ulster, apart from tenant-right, differ essen-
tially* from those of the South. Kven in
Ulster the custom is often grossly abused by
grasiing tenants selling the very forbearance
and kindness of landlords ata profit, and by
grasping landlords squeezing out the value
of & goodwill, purchased with their own
sanction, through a constant advance of
rent. At this very moment an agitation
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against the latter of these abuses is being | owner of the land and of all accretions
carried on in Ulster, and meetings are {to it; there is no cause of conten-
being held to demand legal protection foi |tion between them; and as the land
claims hitherto secured by custom alone. |lords, in numberless instances, are associa-
Ulster tenant-right, in fact, if it means any- | ted with their dependents by kindly ties,
thing, means fixity of tenure without fixity | unbroken perhaps for generations, and
of rent, and it depends for its efficacy upon | strengthened by commen sympathies and
the disposition of landlords and the competi- | tastes, their relations with them are almost
tion for land. As compared with a system |always gracious, and, happily for the com-
of tenancy at will, it possesses great advan- | mon weal, they enjoy great and legitimate
tages, notwithstanding the objection that it | influence. In a word, in this matter of land-
strips an incoming tenant of his capital ; but, [ ed tenure—which, has been truly said by a
ag compared with an equitable system of | great historian, is one of the best tests of
leases, it possesses no advantage, except |the condition of a nation—as in all parts of
that it is established in certan districts. | her social frame, we see in England the
Whatever scheme may be adopted should | institutions of the past transformed to the
contain, on that ground, a saviug clause for | uses of the present time, and law reflecting
Ulster tenant-rights: but it must not propa- | the genius of the veople; and the result
gate in other provinces the characteristic |appearsin an nnion of classes, co-existing
vice of Ulster tenant-right—that it mulcts | with vast gradatious of rank, the whole kept

the good landlord unduly, and gives the bad
landlord an unfair hold on his tenant. The
policy of the Legislature should be the exact
reverse of this, and perhaps the best test of
its success will be its different reception by
these two classes.

No. XXVII.
Deckmser 31.

Having examined the Land System of
Ireland in its results, and what I may call its
structure, I proceed briefly to consider its
causes—that is, the agencies which have
given it its present form ard general char-
acter. The relation of landlord and tenant
in England has passed slowly in the course
of centuries, by a change so gradual that it
is difficult to trace, from that of superior
and vassal into that of modern owner and
occupier ; and while it has not altogether
lost its ancient type, it adjusts itself, on
the whole, very well to the requirements
of a great commercial nation. In this
state of things, as a general rule, the ten-
ant is a man of substance, wlo hires the
use of the land with a view to profit. The
farm he cultivates is usually large, and he
has no sense of property in it, because he
sinks no capital in it with a view of add-
ing to its permanent value; his dealings
with his landlord are, for the most part,
upon the footing of positive contract,
with or without reference to legalized
customs ; and the landlord makes at his
own cost the durable improvements the
land may require, Under these conditions
there is no confusion or clashing of mutual
rights er interests ; law and fact agree inas-
signing the tenant a mere temporary usufruct
according to a definite bargain, and in
clagsifying the . landlord as really the

together by traditional influences and blend-
| ed into a general harmeny, in a way un-
paralleled, perhaps in Europe.
| How is it come to pass that, under a sys-
|tem of law and a constitution nominally
| almost identical, the position of the landed
| classes in Ireland is in nearly every respect
| different, and presents a complete and la-
| mentable contrast ?  Why is it that the
greater part of the island 18 occupied by a
poor peasantry, in small farms as tenants at
| will, not in the stafus of free contractors ?
How has it happened that in the case of the
immense majority of tenancies in Ireland,
their holders have acquired equities in the
soil, derogating from freehold ownership
and creating concutrent rights in the land,
yet utterly unprotected by law, and upheld
by other and very different means ?  How
is it that in Ireland, as a general rule, ex-
cept in the casc of large farms, whatever is
permanently added to land and permanently
ncreases its value has becn the work of the
tenant, not of the landlord, and that this
state of things has become inveterate ?
What is the reason that, this being so,jaw has
never been accommodated to social facts;

that it has failed to distributethe true rights
respectively belongini to the owner and oc./
cupier, and to give the occupier legitimate

security ; and that it has thus operated as an
incentive to injustice and wrong, to disorder
and crime ? Whence is it that the ordinary
Irish tenant has a sense of property in the
ground he tills, quite different from that of
the English farmer, which makes him resist
attempts to disturb his possession as an in-
tolerable grievance, and which, in the exist-
ing state of the law, has led to strife and
gocial distarbance ?  What is the ultimate

source bf the agrarian spirit, and the provo”
cative of its present activity? Whyisit

y
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that the occupiers of the soil in Ireland |
have been long eager for a gregt change ?
Why, in a very great part of thé country, s
the institution of landed property disliked,
assailed by revolutionary passion, with no
deep root in popular affection, without its
Why, in
one word, is the Land System of Iieland so
full of anomalies and complex mischiefs
that, serious as is the evil of touching any |
settlement which has Jong continued, a
thorough reform is felt to be necessary ? It
geems advisable to consider these questions,
in order to see how deep-seatel are the
causes which have made the relations
between the landed classes of Ireland what
they are, and to gain a clear conception of
what legislation muy hope to accomplish in
Such an enquiry, too, may
possibly tend to remove prejudices and to
allay discords ; to show how little of the ills
of Treland ought to be laid to the charge of
the existing generation ; to transfer to cir-

natural authority and influence ?

this matter.

cumstance responsibilities at present unjust-

sighted passion.

Some main features of the Land System
of Ireland, regarded upon the side, of occu- ‘
pation, and some popular feelings connected |

|
\
ly thrown on classes by ignorance or short- |
| and State-cra{t conspired to obliterate the
| forms of life congenial to Irish instinets,

predominant. Small holdings abound in a
special manner throughout the Plantation
counties of Ulster, the seat of colenies from
England and Scotland ; and in no other
part of Ireland, assuredly, has the occupier
| of the soil a morg settled conviction that he
| has a title to it 8f a proprietary kind. This
| indicates that the Land System of Ireland is
| not simply an affair of race ; and it is Better
to take the larger view if it falls in more
| exactly with the facts. I agree, however,
with those who think that the manner in
which the clan system of Treland was broken
up and destroyed, and the island was over-run
and conquered, accounts in part for the tra-
ditional dislike cf the institutions and laws
of Englaud, and of the existing arra ?e-
ments of landed property, too evident amdng
the Trish peasantry. Whatever their ‘‘bar-
barism’? may have been, the Irish chiefs
were loved by their people, and when they
were struck down little care was taken to
mitigate the harshness cf the domination of
strangers. From the days of the Plantage-
nets to those ¢f the last Stuart, injustice

and, by a process of wrong not easy to
match, the lands of the sept were involved

with it, have been aitributed to tke peculiar | in the forfeiture that attended the “‘treason’’
genius of the Celtic character, and to the | of its chieftain. In addition, the island was
influence of the primitive organization once | convulsed for centuries by civil and then by

revdlent among the anciept Irish tribes. | religious wars ; a line of separation was un-

hese writers maintain that the small farm

“happi]y drawn between the English and

system, the normal type of agriculture in |Irish races; whole tracts were abandoned

Ireland, is to be traced to the innate ten-
dency of the Celt to subdivision among his

family, and that the sentiment of property ‘

[ to anarchical feudalism, and the form of the

Monarchy and of the law cof England was
known only as an alien influence. Society

in their holdings entertained so widely by | was thus distorted and injured, and the re-

Irish tenants is 2ue to the fact that under
the sept tenures the clansman was virtually
owner of the soil, subject to the claims of
his chiet as suzerain. As every one at all
acquainted with the subject knows that the
instinet of the ordinary Irish peasant is to
parcel out h's possessions among his des-
cendants,ard that this holds good as respects
his land, and a8 unquestionably vague 1deas
of tribal rights not wholly forgatten are still
current in some parts of Ireland, this theory
is certainly not altogether unfounded ; nor
is it improbable that it will receive strength
when the collection of the early laws of
Ireland, now in course of publication, shall
have been completed. Nevertheless, I
believe that general causes will account
more reasonably for these phenomena, and
in proof of this I venture to remark that
the very peculiarities in the occupation of
land which are supposed to be wholly Celtic
are most conspicuous in those parts of Ire-
land in which the blood of the Celt is least

| sults in some measure explain the lawless-

ness too common in Ireland and the vague
recollections of confiscations in which the
people have suffered injustice. Especially
I believe that these sentiments are the ori-
ginal source of the agrarian spirit which has
manifested itself in a variety of forms since
the conquests of Elizabeth and Cromwell,
though bad laws connected with land are
the chief immediate cause of its modern
development. It is & most significant fact
that agrarianism has always been most
active in districts disturhed for ages by civil
strife, and by violent changes in the owner-
ship of land, in which an infusion of Teu-
tonic blood has added fierceness and cour-
age to the character of the Celt.

The Land System of Ireland, however,
can be hardly said to have been at all
formed until after the Revolution of 1688.
That event, which terminated the wars of
ages, and closed the era of conquest in
Ireland, made the supremacy of England

complete, and place
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complete, and placed the settlement of Irish
land for the first time on durable basis, In

the provinces of Leinster, Muuster, and |

Connaught, the aristocracy of conquest
which for four generations had held a
dominion, often precarious and interrupted
by wild risings, was rooted with its depen-
dents in the soil on the wrecks of a subju-
gated people, and the powerful colonies
that had been planted in Ulster acquired
finally an absolute ascendency. Save
where a few Catholic proprictors remained,
and a certain number of the dominant caste
were scattered as a yeomanry here and

there, by far the greater part of the South |

was thus parcelled out between races divided
by every cause of disunion which a diflerent
origin, religious dissensicns, and centuries
of discord could produce, yet united in the
close social relation of the ownership and
occupation of the soil ; and in one province
only the promise appeared of a more auspi-

A At ]
cious order of things. A settlement of

property so crude and recent, 8o marked by
violence, harshness, and wrong, was obvi-
ously wholly opposite to anything that Eng-
land had seen since the Norman period, and
Sir George Lewis may have been right in
thinking that this alone accounts for nearly
all that followed. Yet possibly the kindly

influences of time, of social intercourse, of

habit, of commerce, would before long have

mitigated this state of affairs, and have con. |

verted the hostile castes in Ireland into not
unfriendly landlords and tenants, had not
barbarous legislation interfered to arrest

and neutralize the healing process. Con. |
temporary politics and opinion may, in part, |

excuse the Penal Code of Ireland; yet it is
not the less true that these execrable laws
were the fertile source of enduring mischief,
The paramount objects of this code were to
maintain uncontrolled the domination of
the Protestant minority in Ireland, to assure

to it the perpetual ownership of the soil, to |

dissipate the remnant of landed property

possessed by Roman Catholic families, and |

to keep the mass of the Irish people in
hopeless thraldom and degradation. This
is not the place to examine the weans taken
to promote these unnatural ends, or to
analyze an odious scheme of oppression ;
but it is necessary for my purpose to glance
at the results. The immediate effects of
the Penal Code were to keep land artifici-
ally out of commerce by confining the right
to it to a small class, and thus to maintain
the settlement of conquest and the bitter
memories associated with it; to create
numerous middleman tenures, since Protes-
tants only could possess a frechold, and
thus to encourage absenteeism ; to sever

| the aristocracy from their inferiors, and to
| interpose the worst possible class of land-
lords, and to fasten the Irish peasantry on
the soil in a state of subjection which only
aggravated recollections dangerous to the
peace of society. The Code in this manner
directly caused some of the worst pheno-
mena in the Land System of Ireland; and it
muay be added that, by preventing the natural
and easy alienation of land, it was the ulti-
mate source of thcse embarrassments which
were ended by the Landed listates Court.
Yet the indirect and social effects of the
code were even more calamitous. In the
South it erected a firm barrier between the
| jarring races and creeds which statesman-
ship should have tried to harmonize ; it
formed society on the type of ascendency,
making the Protestant landlord harsh and
oppressive, and the Catholic tenant suspi-
cious and servile ; and it proved a curse to
both by blighting the growth of the kindly
sentiments that would have grown up be-
tween them., It must never be forgotten
that this system of unwmitigated and ruinous
injustice continued unchanged until 1778,
and was abolished only in the last genera-
tion. In Ulster, where society rested on a
basis in many respects different, and the
line between the ownzr and occupier of the
soil was not wholly traced by a distinction
of creed, the Penal Code was much less
injurious,

In this way the Land System of Ireland,
considered upon the side of ownership, was
distorted into a form of which the cnaracter
was never completely changed. Disastrous,
however, as the Penal Code was, the island
| was, for the first time, at peuce during the
first three-fourtts of the 18th century; and
in spite of many, counteracting influences,
the effects of order became manifest. Money
was accumulated by thrift and industry,
though, not to speak of worse invpediments,
the trade of the nation was unfairly checked,
| and the land, wbicl bad been the spoil of
war, was largely cultivated, enclosed, and
{improved. The work of building and fenc-
ing, of reclaiming and planting ‘went on
during successive generations ; and though
the squirearchy, as was natural in a class
which breathed the poisorous air of ascend-
ancy, were too_often reckless and worthless,
many country gontlmncn pru\'ed bl'ight
exceptions, Many Roman Catholics by
degrees emerged from poverty, and ranged
themselves on the land beside the Protestant
yeomanry, becoming extensive farmers and
graziers ; and they slowly acquired riches
and influence, though they held the soil by
inferior tenure. Bociety imperceptibly im-
proved ; and before long a change of a more
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important kind began to pass over the na-
tion. Population increased with great ra-
pidity ; and Ireland having neither trade nor
manufactures, the land which, until after the
middle of the century, had been thinly occu-
pied, and in very many districts held in
large farms, became insensibly much subdi-
vided. The large Protestant freeholds and
(Catholic leaseholds were split up and dimi-
nished by degrees; and, the peasantry, wul-
tiplying upon the soily too often unhappily
in destitution, extended densely over the
whole country. The process was accelerated
in the North by the prevalence of the linen
manufacture and by jcertain other special
causes; but it was general and distinct
throughout Ireland, and the tendency had
become irresistible before the 18th century
closed. The small holders, who now spread
over the land, extended widely the area of
husbandry, carried cultivation over hill and
plain, and by these means acquired or in.
creased by degrees those equities in the
soil which, though not 1ecognised by law,
are the natural Aheritage of the Irish peasan.
try. Under the domination of the ruling
custe, these equities in the South could have

no protection, save acquiescence and |
In the North they |

the landlords' consent.
came under the safeguard of the custom
founded by the old colonist tenants, and
Tenant Right strengthened with the growth
of society. It was 1n this way, I venture to
think, that Ireland became a land of small
holdings, and that a sense of property in
them was implanted in the minds of the
peasantry : ‘and since general causes explain
the facts it is sefer, jerhaps, to rely on
them than merely on the instincts and tradi-
tions of race, though these undoubtedly co- |
operated. As might have been supposed, |
the landlords of those days, especially those

and his language is all the more striking,
because even the small holders of those days
had usually the security of short leases, and
the vices of the system had not been fully
brought out, through the general prevalence
of tenancies-at-will.

Such was the form which the Land System
of Ireland assumed on the side of occupa-
tion. A generation followed in which the
country became more prosperous, yet, in
which, under the show of improvement,
seeds of disorder were sown thickly in the
relations between the landed classes, The
domination of caste in the South was miti-
gated to a certain extent by the abolition of
| the worst of the Penal Laws, by the move-
'm(-nt of 1781-2, by the growth of a Roman

Catholic middle class, by the advance of
knowledge and civilization ; and, throughout
Ireland, Protestant ascendency lost some-
thing of its odious character. Yet those
who have studied the events of 1798 know
what that ascendency could still bring forth ;

[ and Burke, Adam Smith, and Arthur Young

have shown clearly in different ways, what
feelings too often existed between an Irish
landlord.and his dependents at a time on
the verge of this period Meenwhile, a
number of concurrinz causes promoted the
increase of the population, and accelerated
the subdivision of the land. The cultivation
of the potato was stimulated, and prolific
millions were reared on the soil through the

[ support afforded by that precarious’ root,

The 40s, freehold franchise was extended,
and landlords covered their estates with
cottiers in order to obtain political influence.
Before long the war with France raised the

prices of agricultural produce, and caused

an extraordinary demand for corn ; and
thus tended to quicken still more the move-
ment towards small farm husbandry. Within

of the middlemen class, encouraged the pro- | less than thirty years the people of Ireland
cesses of subdivision and farming by which | doubled in numbers ; and speaking generally
their rents were greatly augmented; and |and with large exceptions, small holdings
society was not enerally disturbed by the | prévailed throughout the island. In this
tclearances” of a subsequent period. |state of things the equities in the soil
Nevertheless, as Ireland then was, oppres- [ acquired by the persantry becare very
sion and exaction were often inevitable in | great; whole districts in fact, were made
the relations between landlord and tenant; | profitable by them; and as the competition
we read frequently of rack-renting in the |for land grew Reen, rents rose, and land-

South, and even of evicting in some cases ; | lords enjoyed largerincomes, while, as was

and as the peasantry grew in numbers; ‘
whether from the increase of their poverty
or of their power, agrarianism, which during
many years had been alrpogt. a latent
digorder, became develoEed in several coun-
ties. It is very remarkable that Burke, who
witnessed the progress of this social revolu-
tion, pointed out distinctly the mistake of
allowing the peasantfy to gain rights in the
land withou tadequate protection from law ;

natural under the small farm system, not
they but their tenantry made the farmsteads
and buildings on their estates, and added
enormoy to their value. The result in
the North was to raise the price of Tenant
Right in a remarkable degree, to give the
custom additional strength, and throughout
the country to increase the claims of the
peasantry to a joint interest in the land, the
sentiment of which became deep seated ;
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and we now sce how unfortunate it was that
judicial decisions had not long before
acknowledged these claims as they grew up
and matured, and brought law in accord
with the facts of society. Unhappily, as I
have before noticed, this reform was not to
be expected from the Irish Judges of that
age ; and, in England, although Lord Mans-
field had given the sanction of law to nume-
rous usages connected with land, the natural
rights f the Irish peasant were never recog-
nized or received protection, As yet, how-
ever, the inherent mischiefs of this state of
things were not fully disclosed : landlords
still favoured the system of small holdings,
which they found to be profitauble in many
ways; if middleman tenures for a time in-
creased, the peasantry usually had still short
leases ; and though, owing chiefly to the
growing pressure of population on the re-
sources of the land, agrarianism became
often alarming in the South, and instances
of oppression were not unfrequent, $ne worst

consequences were ygt to come, ar socivty
seemed compaiative prosperous, Yet
elements of disturbance,and peril were ripen-
ing fast under this face of progress. A por-
tentous mass of poverty was developed as
the population sugmented in numbers and
hung heavily on the*land, without the pro-
tection of the Poor Law. The gentry
always inclined to extravagance, as usually
is the case with a privileged order, cut off
in sympathies from the people, often lived
faster than their rents rose ; and the estates
of many, which had heen encumbered ever
since the days of the Penal Code, became
invoived in hopeless embarrassment. The
evils of absenteeism, Il:u\l\,’ll lt.n‘, pt'rh:lps,
than they had been, became more apparent
and were more felt; and landed property
was very much neglected, in consequence
partly of the conditions of tenure, which
threw on the occupier chiefly the charge of
improvement. A betterstate of affairs existed
in the North, where the relations between the
landed classes had always been on a sounder
footing and a healtbier public opinion had
been formed; yet even in the North there
was much improvidence, and it is not pro-
bable that Tenant Right could have gained
the ascendency it attained had lundlf)rds
managed their estates with care, and given
judiciously liberal leases.

‘Lhe period of distress that succeeded the
war revealed clearly the more recent mis-
chiefs that had gathered in the Land System
of Ireland, and the old and chronic
causes of trouble, A great number of land-
lords were ruined, and their estates, swept
inte the Court of Chancery, became centres
of the worst mismanagement ; and if middle-
R

man tenures, though still very .ommon,
were in past broken up with good results,
landed propertywas in an impoverished state
and remained too generally extremely ne-
glected. At the same time the collapse of
prices proved destructive to thousands of
the poorer class of farmers, and the rapid
augmentation of the mass of indigence
which had grown up as the population in-
creased, became a weighty burden on the
country. For the first time Irish landlords
began to distrust and dislike the small farm
system ; and the process of consolidation
and clearing of estates commenced, and,
betore long, became too common. The
deep division of classes in Ireland which
had seemed half hidden for some years, was
then disclosed in the plainest manuer, and
soci>ty was rudely shaken and disturbed. In
Ulster the peasantry was never evicted on
a very large scale, Tenant right and powerfal
local opinion being opposed to expedients
of this character. But it wastoo general in
the other provinces ; and though reason-
able allowances ought to he made for the
difficulties in which landlords had been
placed, the harshness that often marked
these acts showed how little sympathy ex-
isted between the dominant caste and the
subject people. These clearances which,
in numberless instances, despoiled the ten-
ant of what morally was his own, and ap-
peared to him a ruthless ivvasion of what
he had learned to think of as n secure
possession, created fierce and savage irri-
tation ; and agrarianism, that old feud of
class whick had come down from the age
of conquest, which had exhibited itself in
varying forms, as circumstances called it
into being, acquired remarkable strength
and intensity. Opposed for sume time by
a powerful Government, and pursued with
extreme and violent rigour, it ceased to
be insurrectionary and wild ; it formed it-
self into a vast Trades Union in the in-
terest of poverty against property, and it
assumed the shape of a widespread conspi-
racy to vindicate the assumed rights of the
peasantry, and to maintain by assassination
and crime a too popular code of landed
tenure. This period of trouble may be
said broadly to have lasted for 15 years
after the Peace, and, though some improve-
ment was then effected, events occurred
before long which showed how separated
the landed classes were, and which quicken-
ed the discontent of the peasantry. The
Irish landlords of the last generation were a
great deal better than their predecessors,
yet the curse of ascendency clung tc¢ them,
and as a class they resisted thé reforms
which from 1825 to 1840 were devised for
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the good of the Irish people, The peasan- |tion differ widely {from their fathers and

try in the South, shaking off the thraldom
of!successive generations, now began to re-
volt from superiors, not loved, but hitherto
obeyed, and flung themselves into the arms

grandfathers ; they are in general prudent
and thrifty ; many of them have shown an
excellent ezample in discharging faithfully
the duties of property, and the influence

of a demagogue, and of a priesthood which | of a bad ascendency of sect has become
had no reason to like or revere a Protestant | perceptibly weaker among them. On the
proprietary. Fierce political agitation | other hand, the Irish peasantry have made
sprang up; the Clare election foreboded | a rapid advance in knowledge ; they have,
the decline of territorial influence ; and land- | become more industrious and self-reliant ;
lords and tenants in the South of Ireland |and it would be a great mistake to judge
ranged themselves into opposite camps, di- ‘ them by the standard of a past geperation.
vided by many causes of discord. Mean- | Absenteeism, also, has diminished ; and
time, the distress which had followed ths | much that was worst in the Land
war, the extinction of the furty-shilling} System of Ireland has been mitigated by
freeholds, the very uncertain state of society, | firm government and strict putlic opinion.
had conspired to diminish the comparative | Yet tha structure and terdencies of that
security of tenure enjoyed previously by the | system remain unaltered in many respects,

Irish tenant; and the efforts of the land-
lords to maintain their power co-operated in
the same direction.
became uncommon ; as leases fell in, the
precarious tenure of tenancy-at-will was

generally substituted ; and thus, while evic- |
tions had become too frequent, the peasan- |
try rapidly began to lose the scanty legal |
protection they had for their long establish- |
ed equities in the soil. Itis no wonder that i

agrarianism lived on, despite every effort
made to root it out; and it was greatly
nigruvnled by the increase of poverty,

ending with the report of the Devon Com- |
mission, showed that with the exception of a
ous state between 1840 and 1844 ; and re-i
vealed a condition of society in which whole |
classes seemed rent asunder, in which law |
ignored the most important rights belonging |
to the occupiers of the goil, and in which
indigence, disorder, and crime seemed to
}ney upon the vital strength of the nation.
t must be admitted that if statesmen had at |
this time successfully removed the worst |
political ills ot Ireland, they had shown |
themselves unable to cope with this train of |
social mischiefs. '
This state of society was much changed |
by the memorable events of 1846-48, The |
redundant population which for ysars had
aggravated the ills of Ireland was removed |
permanently from the land. Middleman
“tenures almost disappeared, {he estates of
ruined proprietors wers sold, and large
tracts were thrown oEen to commerce,
with results upon the whole beneficial, The
country has since improved considerably,
and the discipline of experience and suffer-
ing has not been forgotten by the landed
classes. The Irish gentry of this genera-

B

part of Ulster, Ireland was in a very danger- ’

‘
which, though the country had advanced in |
wealth, augmented with the growth of po- |
pulation. A series of Parliumentary papers, |

and if some of its mischiefs have been re-
moved, time has unhappily develcped

The granting of leases | others. After the efforts of years, to which

the events of the famine gave remarkable
aid, the large farm system has been intro-
duced into Ireland to a certain extent, with
the conditions of tenure applicable to it,
and the minute subdivision of land has di-
minished. Yet the small farm system gene-
rally prevails; there i8 no prospect of
its decline ; and this system naturally throws
the charge of permarnent improvements on
the tenant, and gains for him an equity in
the soil. The peasantry, where they have
remained on the land, retain the rights they
have gained in it, and they have added con-
siderably to those rights as their prosperity
has increased. And while this has gone on,

a concurrence of causes—the chgnges of
property after the famine, the fluctuation in
the value of land witnessed in Ireland du-
ring the last 20 years, unwise laws which
have increased the facilities of dealing sum-
marily with tenancies-at-will, and the desire
ot the landlords to grasp at power—all this
has tended to reduce still more the number
of leaseholds in the country, and to make
tenures generally precarious, ‘L'he small
farmers of Ireland stand at last in this bad
and anomalous position, that while they
have risen in the social scale, and have
gained in numberless instances a title to a
co-ordinate interest in the soil, they have
sunk to the rank of tenants-at-will, have no
protection for their rights from law, and
have no defence against the extinction of
their property by eviction and raising of
rent but Jocal custom and landlord forbear-
ance. At the same time many events have

conspired to reduce the already waning

power of landlords in the southern provin-

ces, and to render it odious in some districts.

In these parts of Ireland evictions were

on & very large scale in the famine years,
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and excusable as these sometimes were, Iof tenancies-at-will, co-existing with the

they were occasionally marked by cruelty
and wrong ; they often despoiled the ten-
ant of his rights ; and they have left memo-
ries bebind not yet forgotten. Much as the
landlords, too, have improved as a class,
the facilities they possess to commit injus-

large claim of the peasantry to an equit
able interest in the soil, and the insecurity
and injustice thence resulting—is compara-
tively of modern origin, and that this, in
a certain degree, explains why, though the
country has greatly improved and many

tice tempt individuals, now and then, even ] ills of the past have vanished, discontent,
in ordinary times, to acts of oppression; 1widespreud and deep rooted, still continues

and the unhanpy effects of sectarian division

to fester in the hearts of the people. And

have set them in opposition generally to the | lastly, the retrospect should induce us to
people, have prompted them ,to contend for | cease visiting Ireland with reproaches, and
olitical domination lost beyond recall, have | should draw Irishmen towards each other

1s0lated them among their own dependents.
Meantime the peasantry, growing in intelli-
gence and deeply penetrated by teachings
and influences hostile to the authority of
their superiors, have learnt to appreciate
whatever is faulty in the system of owner-
ship around them and to dislike it the more
as 1ts strength diminishes. All this has con-
curred to make landed property unpopular
in some parts of the South; nor isitto be
denied that it is now assailed by an angry
and revolutionary spirit.  In addition, and
beyond all, the system of occupation, ever
becoming more insecure and grievous
to the tenant, has provoked univer-
sal discontent ; and ttese and other causes
have combined to maintain agrarianism and
to prolong the existence of the agrarian
spirit.
powerful custom defends the interest of the
tenant in the land, and public opinion is
healthier than in the South, the condition of
affairs is much better, and landed property
retaing very great influence ; yet even in
Ulster, where law fails to give its sanction
to Tenant Right, the relations between the
landed classes are not in a satisfactory state.

This brief survey of the general causes
that have made the Land System of Irelrnd

In the greater part of Ulster, where l

by indicating the real causes of the ills that
still afflict their common country. If pain-
ful divisions still keep the landed classes of
| Ireland apart ; if in the greater part of the
| island, unhappy traditions still survive be-
| tween the owners and occupiers of the soil ;
| if landed property is too often - disliked, and
| seems to enforce rights without performing
| duties; if agrariamsm still disturbs society,
| and a vexed and angry spirit is abroad j1if,
lin a word, in Mr. Gladstone’s language,
Ireland is at this hour ‘““politically diseased;"’
—the fault must be attributed not to this or
| that class, not to the shortcomings of the
| living generation, but to the accumulated
|errors and misfortunes of the past, and,
| above all, to the tyranny of circumstance.
| In considering the Land Question of Ireland
we ought to cultivate the charities of his-

| tory, to make generousand humane allow-

| ances, and to avoid throwing upon the pre-
sent the censure due to bygone generations.

No. XXVIII.
JANUARY 11.

Having examined the Land System of
Ireland in its results, its orcanization, and
its causes, I proceed to notice those features

what it is induces me to offer one or two
remarks. In the first place, tit will be ob- |
served how different, if resembling in name, |
are landed relations in England and Irelund.
It is not merely that the course of centu-|
ries has developed in Kngland the large
farm system and that law is in harmony
with it ; while they have evoked in Ireland
the system of small farms with which the
law 18 wholly in discord. It is that the
settlement of land the two countries
stands on foundations absolutely distinet,
and that the traditions, feelings, and senti-
ments associated closely with landed pro-
perty, and influencing it in its relations
with the people, present a corresponding
diversity. In the second place, it will be
observed that the chief present defect in
thelrish Land System, regarded upon ihe
side of occupation——the general prevalence

of it which seem to require special attention
and to glance at the principles of the chief
schemes put forward for removing its mis-
chiefs. If the view I have taken of the
general question in previous letters is toler-
ably correct, we must consider the subject
on both its sides-that of oceupation and that
of ownership. We have seen that the occu-
piers of the soil in Ireland may be divided
broadly into w8 great classes, differing,
however, in numbers and real importance—
the capitalists and the peasant farmers, We
have seen that, speaking generally, the first
can deal with their superiors on equal terms,
hold by lease or definite contract, do not
add permanently to the value of their farms,
for the most part occupy large areas, and
have little or no claim to those equities ' in
the soil created by Tenant Right, or arising

in respect of lasting contributions to the
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land, We have seen that the law, as it now
stands, applies fairly enough to the first class
and that were the entire of Ireland heid un-
der what I have called |the English system
of occupation no Land Question would,
practically, exist. We have seen, however,
that outside the pale of those capitalist” far-
mers extends the mass, prodigious in num-
ber, of the peasant occupiers, that the law as
to them is unjust, and that it is here the
amending hand of the statesman is required
to set right a faulty system. In the case of
tenancies in this category—apart of course
from very great exceptions, and modifica-
tions of all kinds—the peasant in a large
majority of instances cannot treat for land
as a free contractor; his tenure is usually
at will, determinable by a six months’ no-
tice to quit; he, or his predecessors, have,
from time to time, made useful annexations
to the land, and frequently given it its pro-
ductive qualities; his holding, as a rule, is
small in size; and he has often acquired
equities in the soil, through Tenant Right
or in respect of improvements "of consider-
able though undefinite value. These equi-
ties, however, which, various as they are in
extent, character, and intrinsic worth, nev-
ertheless give the possessor of them an in-
terest concurring with that of the owner,
are wholly without the security of law, and
—apart from terrorism and  outrageous
force—are vindicated only by local custom,
by acquiescence, and the forbearance of
landlords. We have seen, moreover, that
wlat makes this state of things t8lerably un-
Just is that, the tenure of the peasant being
usually at will, the landlord is able to destroy
his equity by raising rent or capricicus evic-
tion ; that it is here the law falls short of
its duty to guard what virtually are rights of
property, in the aggregate of enormous
value ; and we/have noticed the evil conse-
uences, in the deep discontent of the small
armers of Ireland, and in the prevalence of
the agrarian spirit. We have seen, more-
over; looking at the subject from the side
of ownership, that from many causes landed
property insome parts of Ireland has become
unpopular and has lost its influence ; and
that, for this and other reasons, it may be
advisable to afford encouragement for the
easy, yet strictly voluntary, alienation of
estates in Irelan({under the control of the
State, in order to attain a great political
object.
. From these considerations it follows that
the features in the Land System of Ireland
which require to be particularly noticed are
the.crying defects in the law which allows,

and that one comparatively helpless—to be
encroached upon or consficated, and the
expediency of facilitating the transfer, in
the general interest of the Irish nation, of a
certain amonnt of landed property. I pro-
ceed to examine shortly the plapasuggested
for the reform of that system—beginning
with its most important side, the tenure of
the occupying peasantry ; but I must first
say a word upon a matter which I believe
causes great misconception. It will hardly
be denied that the law which refuses to
acknowledge the right of the Irish peasant
to whatever interest he may have acquired
in his holding beyond his tenure is grossly
unjust ; nor is there a serious difference of
opinion as to the quality of that interest in
one class of cases. Where, as in Ulster,
the small farmer has usually what is felt to
be a kind of property in his land, and
wherever in the South a tenant has paid a
price for the purchase of goodwill, it is
generally allowed that a bona fide interest
beyond the legal tenure exists ; and it is
seen plainly that Tenant Rizht conflicts
directly with tenancy at will, and confers
morally a substantial claim. But there
is not the same agreement of opinion as re-
gards the second and more general title of
the Irish peasant to an interest in his farm
—his equity in the soil in respect of improve-
ments ; some even impartial persons con-
sider this interest as reay trifling, and as at
bottom rather illusory ; and they deny that
law works here much injustice. I do not
think a more grievous error exists with re-
ference to the Land Question of Ireland.
No doubt, in the actual state of agriculture,
a good deal that the peasant farmer may
have annexed to the soil or coutributed to
it may not be a benefit to the landlord now,
though the amount is much less than is
commonly imagined, taken even that very
imperfect criterion. No doubt, too, in num-
erous cases, in consequence of evictions, of
emigration, and of consequent changes of
tenancies, no claim for improvements can
be fairly preferred ; in other cases, not,
perhaps, very many, what can be called
‘‘improvements’’ were never made; and,
as a matter of course, all c'aims of this class
must be subject to limitations of time, as in
the case of every kind of title. It must be
added that these claims afe often justly liable
to deductions in respect of injuries done by
the tenant to the land, of diminution of rent
because of improvements, and of continuous
and prolonged occupation ; and, unquestion-
ably, where, as sometimes has happenéd, the
landlord has contributed in part by money

through its rules relating to tenancy at will,
the rightful interests of an immense class—

or otherwise to what has been done, it
would not be easy to disengage and adjust
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accurately the peasant’s equity. Neverthe-
less, after making every allowance and ad.
mitting every legitimate drawback, I believe
that the claims of the Irish tenants in re-
spect of what they have permanently added
to the soil are, without exagzeration, enor-
mous ;/and I assert confidently that, in vir-
tue of them, they have in numberless in-
stances gained an interest in their holdings,
in justice and truth, repugnant to mere ten-
ancy at will, and In a strict sense a large
right of property. No person who has
studied the subject, and understands what is
the real meaning of ‘“‘improvements’’ under
the small farm system, will, I telieve, ulti-
mately think otherwise ; and I refer sceptics
to the Report of the Devon Commission and
to the Committee of Mr. Maguire in 1865,
especially to the evidence of Lord Dufferin,
who, though holding a very strong opinion
on the right of absolute ownership in land,
acknowledges, with the candour of a superior
mind, how great are the claims of the [rish

easant by reason of his additions to the soil.

or is it impracticable, in my judgment, by
adopting tests and pursuirg a method on
which 1 shall say a word hereafter, to vindi-
cate these rights and to bring out the inter-
est of the tenant in respect of them ; though
it is here certainly we have so much to re-
gret that judicial decisions have not settled
these questions,

I pass on to projects for the amendment
of the system of occupation in Ireland.
Unhappily, it is hardly necessary to consider
what Parliament has hitherto done in this
matter. Bills, indeed, have at different
times been brought in, founded on judicious
and sound principles, whick sought to lega-
lize the custom of Ulster, and to recognize
the right of the Irish peasant to his equit
able interest in respect of improvemen~ts,
These measures, however, invariably failed ;
not, Iam convinced, because the Legislature
was deaf to u legitimate claim, hut because
it did not thoroughly comprehend the real
bearings and facts of the case ; and, con.
fused by the identity in name of things dif-
ferent and even opposite, thought the Eng-
lish law of landlord and tenant could not

ossibly be a cause of wrong in Ireland.
}E‘he only measure even approaching an at-
tempt to draw a real distinction between the
position of the occupier of land in England
and Ireland which received the ultimate
sanction of Parliament is an Act of 1860,
which, faulty in principle and detail alike,
refused to acknowledge the existing interest
acquired by the Irish tenant in his holding
in respect of his equities in the soil, proposed
a system of compensation for prospective
improvements that would not and could not

¥

rouibly work, and has been justly called a
egislative abortion. The first scheme for
improving the conditions under which land
is occupied in Ireland that deserves stten-
tion at this juncture is that shadowed forth
by Mr, Bright as long ago as 1868, and
still evidently favoured by him, This
scheme, admirable in some respects and
broad and statesmanlike in its leading con-
ception, nevertheless betrays imperfect,
knowledge of the real prohlem requiring’
solution, cannot “certainly be viewed as a
complete plan for reforming the mode of
occupation in Ireland, and, as I shall en-
deavour to point out hereafter, is, judging
it even within its proper limits, open as 1t
stands to serious objections. Mr. Bright's
project does not aim at dealing with the
system of occuprtion in Ireland generally ;
indeed, it treats the subject on the side of
ownership, and it is probable that when he
first put it forward he had not thoroughly
realized to his mind the extent, difficulty,
and intricacy of the question. Perceiving,
however, that formidable discontent existed
among the peasantry of Ireland, and judging
correctly that nothing tends to pledge a
class 80 strongly to order as the conscious-
ness of having property in land, he proposed
to raise an indefinite number of occupiers
in Ireland to the status of owners by the
gradual alienation of estates and the forma-
tion of & peasant proprietary. To attain
this object his idea was that absentee land-
lords in Ireland should have facilities afford-
ed them to sell their lands ; that the State,
having advanced the price, should enter into
possession of these ; and that the tenantry,
through its intervention, should ultimately
acquire the freehold in their farms, by pay-
ing the purchase money in icstalments add-
ed yearly to the existing rents. ‘L'he con-
templated alienution, however, was to be,
in the strictest sense, voluntary, and cne
class of estates only was selected for the
intended experiment.

As a mere fraction of the lands of Ireland
could be brought to a sule under these con-
ditions, it is evident that Mr Bright’s scheme
cannot be regarded as embracing the whole
system of occupation in the country; and,
in any case, 1t could be only ancillary in a
general settlement of the Irish Land Question.
[ think also, as I ghall try to show, that it
errs in limiting & application to landed
estates of one description, and that it neither
gives the State the security, nor imposes on
the tenantry the obligations, which a well-
digested project would do; although I be-
lieve it contains the germs of a salutary and
excellent reform. I turn to a plan which
really deals with the whole system of occu-
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pation in Ireland, and which is now, with
certain modifications of an important kind
to be noticed presently, advocated by the
extreme Tenant Right party. in Ireland,
This scheme, sufficiently well known by its
popular name of Fixidg of Tenure, must he
d fairly upon its merits, though it is
its character, and, I think, founded
on an inallgquate appreciation of the real
facts or the neal requirements of the country,
and though if will certainly not be sanctioned
in Parliament, Mr. Mill—for he is the real
author of the project—uwaintaing that, in
order to attaln the paramount object of paci-
fying the country, and to abolish the evils
of Irish tenancies the whole of Ireland ought
to go througha ‘)mccsn by which the owner-
ship of land shall be transmuted into a right
to a rent-charge, and the occupiers of land
shall be converted into owners, subject only
to a determinate quit rent, and possibly a
few other conditions. For this purpose
Mr. Mill suggests that the State, after suffi-
cient inquiry, shall fix definitely the rental
of Ireland ; that those who now fill the posi-
tion of landlords shall be declared entitled
to this annual sum; and that the tenantry,
whatever their temure, provided they are
the actual cultivators of the soil, shall, so
long as they pay this yearly charge, possess
the land in absolute property, with, perhaps,
obligations of some kind as regards aliena-

THE LAND QUESTION

There are tractsin Ireland to which this
scheme applics fairly enough, especially
under the conditions to which he has made
it subject. Where land is held in mere
small patches, at rack rents, and is owned
by landlords who have never expended a
nfnilliyg on it, it might be expedient to raise
the peasant from a position which hardly
admits ot hope to one which would give him
the strongest encouragement; and there
would be little injustice in considering the

which the existing and prospective value
can be exactly estimated, allowing, of course
for other rights known by the geaeral name
of royalties.  Ur, where Tenant Right has
thoroughly eaten out, as is the casein a
certain number of estates, the zhsolute do-
minion of the fee, there would be little
wrong done by a frank recognition of facts
as they are in this state of things, by classi-
fying the occupier as the owner of the land,
and the owner as an annuitant only, with
conlingent advantages capable of valuation.
Nor ddo'[ dispute the right of ihe State, in
the interest of society in general, to
deal vigorously with landed property, pro-
vided fair compensation be made to the pro-
prietor.  Nor do I think Mr. Mill’s plan is
to be dismissed contemptuously, yith the re-
mark that it would tun Irelagd “into a
warren of paupers,”’ for the tehdency to

tion and subdivision, As  Mr. Mill,

subdivision might be very different among

however, is of course sensible of the real | reckless cottiers and peasant owners, not to

nature of this project, he proposes that |
the landlords should be indemnified by |
the State for all losses in respect of the
possible difference between the original and '
the fixed rent, and of depreciation of the
valuable incidents and prospective advan-
tages of landed property; and he even in.
gists that the landlords should have * the
option of receiving directly from the Na-
tional Treasury”’ the -annual sum set apart
for them, ¢ by being inscribed as owners of
Consols sufficient to yield the amount,”” By
these means “every farm in Ireland not
farmed by the proprietor would become the
permanent holding of the existing tenant,
who would pay, either to the landlord or to
the State, the fixed rent which had been de-
cided upon; orless, if the income which it
was thought just that the landlord should
receive were more than the tenant should
reasonably be expecied to pay ;"' and all Ire-
land would be under a perpetual settlement
by which, at some unknown cost to the
mpire, the occupier would be owner in fee
at & rent and the owner a landed or funded
annuitant.

In argning this question with Mr, Mill I
willingly make congiderable admissions,

lay stress on the remarkable advance in
thrift, prudence, and self-respect made by
the Irish farmer in this generation. Never-
theless, looking at Ireland as a whole, and
at the sum of its landed relations, Mr. Mill’s
project is, I think, open to overwhelming
objections which more than cancel its pos-
sible advantages. On what conceivable
ground of right can Mr. Mill propose to con-
vert the capitalist farmers of Ireland into
owners, & class, it must be borne in mind,
holding no inconsijerable part of the
country, having littlg' or no equitable riglts
in the soil, and usugfly occupying by definite
contract? Granting, too, as Mr, Mill would,
perhaps, grant, that his reform oughtto ex-
tend (o this class, by what expedient is it to
be discriminated and excluded from the
scope of a general law? Allowing, too,
that in the instance of some special tracts in
Ireland all that is meant by ¢ Fixity of
Tenure” might not be unjust, on what pre-
tence are you to commute, everywhere, the
variable, unequal, and undefined claims of
the peasant farmers to an interest in the soil
into & common and universal ownership?
Moreover, though Mr. Mill provides for the
material interests of the Irish landlords on a

londlord is the possessor of a rent-charge of
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liberal, nay, an extravagant scale, he does

not and cannot give them compensation for
the social consequences of expropriation,
and these ought to be taken into account,
unless
absolutely requires the change.
besides, hardly deigns to reflect on what,
nevertheless, deserves consideration, the
probable results to Ireland and the Empire
of severing a proprietary class from their
lands—tfor disguise it as you may that is
what is meant—and of disorganizing the
whole local administration of the country.
It seems, too, impossible to doubt, without
disparaging the Irish peasant and regarding
economic facts only, that
Tenure,” however guarded, would lead to
subdivision té a considerable extent ; that as
population would increase, and as the value
of land would rise, the tendency to sublet
would become inevitable ; and that, without
making extreme assumptions, Mr. Mill's
scheme would end in creating a new grada-
tion of landlords and tenants, and, notwith-
standing its ex'reme violence, would, so far
certainly, prove illusory, Nor can it be dis-
puted that this plan would impose on the
State onerous duties which ought not to be
undertaken lightly, and would entail a
grievous burden on the general taxpayer.
In the first place, the Imperial Exchequer
would have to make good to the expropriated
landlords all sums arising from the differ-
ence between their own rents and those
fixed by the State, and for compensation in
respect of the loss and the incidents and
contingencies of landed property. In the
second place, as the expropriated landlords
wonld be entitled to a capital sum in
Consols, the interest of which would be
equal to the rent-charge payjble from their
lands, it is evident that they-would generally
prefer to a property wholly inferior in value
a property in the Funds completely secure
and far exceeding in its market price the
landed annuity allotted to them; that, as a
class, they would abandon Ireland, and that
the whole management of their former
estates, with the consequent troubles, would
fall on the Government.

The extreme Tenant Right party in Ire-
land agree with Mr. Mill in demanding that
the Irish landlords shall be converted into
annuitants at rents fixed by the State, and
that the tenantry shall become owners of
the land. Instead, however, of seeking for
compensation for the expropriated landlords
from the national resources, they proposs
to leave them the incidents of property
which, as I have said, may be called ““roy-
alties,” and to indemnify them for the loss of
prospective advantages by the periodical

-

as he has not shown—State necessity |
Mr. Mill, |

“ Fixity of |

re-valuation of the State-settled rental. This
scheme accordingly is as cbjectionable as
that of Mr. Mill in many respects, with this
addition, that it would be « measure of con-
fiscation far more unjust, and that it would
have a direct tendency toinjure agriculture,
since it would be the interest of the rent-
paying owner 1o hava his land in as bad. 4

| state as possible when the time of re-valua?

tion approached. Nevertheless, it is idle to
deny that it is to some extent popular in
[reland, and this ought to warn Irish land-
lords to vnite earnestly in assisting in a fair
settlement of the Land Question, in order
to escape the danger of a pYoject subversive
of their legitimate rights, and which, though
’arliament would now. reject it, appeals
strongly to class passions and selfishness.
[ come next to a midet expedient for re-

forming the system of*ocgupation—that of
extending to all parts of {Ireland the form
of Tenant Right prevuiling in Ulster, It is
| necessary here to be precise in language,
and not to be led astray by ambiguous
phrases. If the meaning of this pronosition
1s that an equity in the soil of an ascertained
value, amounting to a concurrent interest, is
| to be attached to every holding in Ireland,
{and to be left to custom or mere forbear-
ance, without the protection of positive law,
it is obvious that, apart from other objec-
tions, this would be a monstrous confusion
of rights, and a fertile source of continual
discord. W hat, however, is evidently meant
is that Tenant Right, where it actually ex-
ists, shall be legalized according to its pre-
sent status and the interest really conferred
by it ; and that, where Tenant Right does
not actually exist, and equity of a similar
kind, measured necessarily by an uniform
standard of wvalue, shall be engrafted
by law on all other Irish tenancies, and
{ shall be recognized as an incident of occu-
| pation, in lieu, it may be fairly supposed, of
| all equities of any other description. This
| project, although it would mete out a rough
measure of justice in many cases, must,
nevertheless, I conceive, be rejected, In
[ the first place, it does not discriminate be-
[ tween the capitalist and the peasant farmer;
apd as it proposes to give to the first class
{the same benefit that it would give the
| second—und no law can absolutely distin-
| guish between them—it would be iniquitous
in numberless instances. In the second
place, even as regards the class of peasant
| farmers, it weuld not adjust the real equities
they have in the soil, it would not settle
their relative value, it would draw a line
between those who have and have not a well-
founded claim, and by giving to all an equal
interest it would be in the nature of things
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unjust, and would fasten a universal charge ‘pcasant ; judicial tribuvals, under the sanc-
on estates of which ]andlords) might fairly | tion of law, must now perform the arduous
complain. It is, in a word/as faulty in | task, must protect the equitable claims of
some respects as the more radical scheme of | the tenant when they shall have been duly
Mr. Mill, for it attemp}s to apply a general | ascertained ; must assure to him whatever
rule, which in the nature of things must | interest in his holding he is fairly entitled
often do wrong, to ad infinite variety of par- ‘ to, and must thus bring the system of‘occw
ticular instances, ar{d it would subvert and | pation in Ireland into accord with justice.

violate rights of property without, as I think, |

the least reason tp’do so.
It will be seef ata glance that another
proposition, to

the same conditions, is as untenable as the
other projects I have noticed. It is essen-
tially and needlessly unjust ; it would invade
legitimate rights of property, and it is espe-
cially .objectionable in this, that it would
merely postpone to a future day the settle-
ment of a very serious question. The truth
is that all these schemes either Go not fully
encounter the difficulty, or cut the knot
violently without untying it ; and I do not
think they even approximate to a satisfactory
and fair reform of the system of occupation
in Ireland. Under that system, as we have
said,the occupiers fall into two broad classes,

one of these sufficiently protected by law, |

the other without proper legal protection ;
and the peculiar and worst defect of the
system is that the rules conversant with
Tenancy at Will do not shield the equities
of the peasant farmer, these equities, how-
ever, being varying and indefinite, and dif-
fering in extent and- value, in probably
thousands of instances: The true mode of
reform, therefore, would be, not interfering
with the first class, or iuterfering as little
as possible, to deal directly with the second
class, and so to modify its conditions of oc-

ipation as to take in these unprotected
»quities, to determine the rights they ought
to confer, and, as nearly as possible in each
instance, to bring out what ought to be the
interest of the possessor in his holding, con-
current with and beyond his present tenure,
whenever it needs to be ascertained, and to
legalize this with a strict regard to justice.
It 18, no doubt, true that, in one sense, law
can and must determine this matter, and
that the Legislature must determine these
questions. But it is evident, I think, that
no general measure can accomplish the end
that ought to be aimed at ; that no uniform
and rigid’standard can be fairly applied to
measure ‘rights presenting an extraordinary
diversity, and until examined, absolutely
undefined. I have indicated months ago
the process by which only, in my judgment,
we can hope to accomplish the desired
object. Judicial tribunals ought long ago
to have vindicated the rights of the Irish

uerl all Irish tenancies into |
leaseholds of thé sume duration, and under |

i No. XXIX.
Jaxvary 15.

Having reviewed different plans for re-
forming the system of occupation in Ireland
and having indicated their various defects, I
| shall now put forward what in my judgment
| would be a fair solution of tho problem. It
|is unnecessary to say that I do this with
| sincere distrust in my own power to appre-
| hend thoroughly so vast a question, but as I
| have investigated the subject I feel bound
|to point out the means by which its diffi-
culties m~y, [ trust, be encountered. For
the sake of clearness I shall repeat here a
litile of what I have already written. We
| have seen that the occupjers. of the soil in
Ireland may be divided broadly into two
Zreat classes—capitalist and peasant {armers,
We have seen that the first, ag#& general
rule, have not made permanént improve-
ments on the land, and held usually by lease
or definite contract, and that the law, as it
now stands, is notas to them a measure of
wrong. We have seen that the second, in
numberless instances, have added perma-
nently to the valu2 of their farms, have de.
posited in them the fruits of years of in
dustry, have, in this way, orthrough Tenant
Right acquired a great mass of equities in
the soil, yet, speaking generally, hold at
will only, and that, accordingly, the existing
law, however it may be checked by circum-
stances, exposes them to frighttul injustice,
We have seen that the point at which the
law becomes so iniquilous to this class is
that, through its provisions as to tenancy at
will, the equitable rights possessed by the
tenant are liable to be invaded and taken
away, that they may be abrogated by the
raising of rent, or summarily destroyed by
arbitrary eviction. We have seen that these
claims, 1n innumerable cases, give the tenant
morally, an interest in the land mere or less
concurrent with that of the owner, yet, that
in some cases, they have no existence, and
that though they fall under two great heads
—claims in respect to Improvements and
Tenant Right—they are infinitely various,
wholly undefined, and impossible to adjust
without inquiry. Taking up the subject
from this point of view, we have briefly

noticed different schemes for putting an end
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to this state of things, and have seen that
they are either partial, one-sided, violent, or
inexpedient, that they fall short of the in-
tended object, or aim at revolutionary
change, or d>not approach, as nearly as
they might, a sufficiently reasonable standard
of justice. And, the real question in a re-
form of the system of occupation in Ire'and
being how to disengage and assure the vary-
ing and, as yet, unascertained rights in the
soil of an immeunse body of occupiers, and,
having regard to the law as it is, to give
them their proper legal stafus, in accord-
ance with equity and sound policy, we have
seen that no general measure, in conse-
quence of the extreme abswidity of the facts
to which it should be applied, and of the
complexity of the claims it would have to
deal with, could even nearly accomplish this
object ; and that we can only hope to attan
the desired end through .the operation of
jndicial tribunals directed of course and
controlled by statute, and possessing con-
siderable powers of reform—but guided by
evidence, making inquiries, and so accomo-
dating their decisions to the circumstances
of particular cases as, upon the whole to do
fairly right.

I assume, .therefore, that the true way to
deal with and solve this great problem is by
the agency of Courts of Justice, created
and regulated by Act of Parliament., Itis
evident, I think, in order to secure expe-
ditious and, above all, cheap justice—the
very first requirement in a case of this kind
—that these Coarts ought to bé local ; but,
ag they would necessarily have to counsider
exceedingly difficult questions of law, and
to pronounce decisiozs on rights of property,
they ought, in part at least, to be composed
of lawyers ; they ought not to be without
appeal ; and they_should be bound by a
strictly legal procedure. These precautions

seem to me indispensable for the purpose of

avoiding a scramble of wrong ; in the lorg
run they would tend to economy, and were
the appeal to4@isceed in each county to the
next going Judge of Assize even the poorest
enitor could not reasonably complain, A
very important preliminary question is as
to the character of the tenancies that should
be subjected to the new jurisdiction ; and
obviously the line ought to be so drawn as,
if possible, to exclude the capitalist farmer,
ang to comprehend all the peasant farmers,
whose rights alone require vindication. It
is not, however, practicable to mark off
these classes by a legal definition; and
probably it would be necessary to have re-
course to a known and well-established dis-
tinction, to except leaseholders from the
proposed scheme, and to extend the autho-
8

rity of the intended Courts to all tenants
holding at will. I am quite aware that this
| division would not exactly fall in with right ;
| that the tenure of a certain minority of cap-
italist farmers is Ly lease ; but even now it
is tolerably correct, and we mirht expect
that it would become more 80, without
| wrong being done in the meantime, as con-
tracts changed and leases fell in, and the
iruul operation and effects of the new tri-
‘ bunals became developed. The sreat (Jues-
| tion, however, of course, is under what con-
ditions these Courts ought to ascertain the
claims of fhe Irish tenant, and, with as
little disturbance and change as may be
secure to him the interest in his holdir
| which he i3, 80 often entitled.
that I have thought much over, though 1
| believe I can suggest a better, w ll, perhaps,
[ be considered 19 have the merits of simplj.
| city, clearness, and much intrinsic u:lu;m
Assuming, as I shall thronzhout assume,
that the sphere of theintended retorm should
be confined to tenancies at will, the
| object of this plan would be to discover the
rights that, in justice, belong to occupiers of
[ this class, to commute these into statutable
| terms in the ratio of their declared value,
| giving, perhaps, facilities to thoss occupiers
| who were found to be without any rights, to
| acquire gradually the status of leascholders,
| For this purpose the Courts should summon
{all tenants at will in Ireland before them,
| should determine the nature ani extent of
| their claims, under proper restrictions and
| limitations, in the two categories of ‘I'enant
| Right and of Improvements added to the
soil ; and having, of course, entertained the
{ case of the landlords, should decree to those
[tenants who had made out their claim a
[normal lease, at the existing rent, and
| subject only to fair covenants, proportioned
in length to the real interest which
they should have been adjudged in their
| holdings. I believe the result of such an
! inquiry would be to bring a considerable
[ part- of the land of Ireland under leases, in
|some districts, especially in the North. of
great value and long duration ; and it would
|assure to an immense body of tenants at
{ will, without any rude shock to property,
[the inestimable benefit of certainty of
| possession.  As regards those tenants who,
upon inquiry, were considered not to have
any rights, it might be expedient to enable
them to obtain leases of a similar kind, at a
future time, upon giving proof that they had
then executed certain improvements, and
meanwhile, so long as they paid their rents,
and fulfilled the contract they had under-
taken, to suspend the power of summary
eviction.

y
ing to
Une plan
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This plan presents, I believe, advantages
in some respects peculiar to it. It would
effect a speedy and certain settlemeat ; theo-
refically 1' is reasonably just ; it is perfectly
intelligible to landlords and tenants ; and it
would liberate landed property quickly from
an interference that should be as slight as
possible. It would also be in a great
measure self-acting, for there can be little
doubt that Irish landlords would give leases
to their tenants freely, when once the
Courts had established a set of precedents ;
and it would place landed relations, for the
most part, on the true footing of positive
contract. [ deny altogether that it would be
rejected generally by the tenantry of Ireland
for I bplieve that in the great mass of in-
stance§ they would be satisfied with fair
léases, if these liquidated their claims, which
in many cases would involve the concession
of terms of considerable duration. Never-
theless, there are reasons against this plan
which induce me to think that it should not
be adopted. It would suddenly throw on
the Courts inquiries so multitudinous and in-
tricate that grave mistakes would be often
made ; and accordingly, though pot unfair
in the alstract, it might lead not seldom to
serious injustice. It would restrict landlords
more than is required, would treat the good
and bad landlord alike, and occasionally do
wrong to indulgent men who had let their
lands below the proper value; and so far it
would abridge the just rights of property
beyond what is absolutely necessary. Above
all, it would not bear the character of a
final settlement, for though the leaseholders
it would create would doubtless usually
chtain renewals, they would not do so in
many instances, and thus difficulties might
arise again, though, knowing what human
legislation must be, this objection is not, I
think, conclusive. I venture to suggest
another plan, which, though less intelligible
on paper, and certsinly not without defects,
would nevertheless be more easy, more
gradual, and more just in its woiking, and
would confirm more fully the fair rights of
the tenant, with less interference with the
rights of property. This plan is founded on
the two-fold principle of remedying the
mischiefs of the law in the ordinary mode of
tenure in Ireland, of marshalling in favour |
of the tenant, whenever it may be necessary
to de so, any equitable claims whichhe may
possess, or to which he might be considered
entitled, and of thus vindicating, when re-
quired, the real interest he might have in
his holding. To explain this, it must be
borne in mind that the vice of the system of
tenancy at will—and I repeat] contemplate

the fair rights of the tenant to be abridged
or cancelled by the raising of rent or summary
eviction, thus rudely disturbing his existing
possessign, and confiscating what may be, in
truth, his property. In this way the tenure
is reduced to a mere annual and precarious
title, for ever liable to be extinguished ; and
it is owing to this that it fails to secure the
equitable rights of the ordinary tenant, and,
as & rule for these, is grossly miquitous. It
must, however, be borne in mind that
tenancy at will, so long as the occupier’s
title is not molested by the raising of rent or
a notice to quit, is in the nature of a con-
tinuing interest; it, in fact, resembles an
indefinite term, although ever liable to be
cut short; and, until deterinined, it guards
fairly enough any rights which the tenant
may have acquired, and gives him reason-
able enjoyment of them. And it is because
this is so, and tenants at will in Ireland, in
the great mass of instances, are left in
peacable possession of tueir lands, that on
the one hand they have gradually acquired
the varie!y of rights they morally {mve, and,
on the other, that this mode of tenure, inju-
rious as it is, has been found compatible with
the existence of society.
These considerations being kept in sight,

I propose to unfold the plan I have mention-
ed. I would not alter the status of tenancy
at will, though I would regard it as what 1t
actually is—an interest carable of indefi-
nite continuance ; nor would I, 8o long as
subsisting tenancies of this description re-
mained undisturbed, interfere at all between

landl)rds and tenants. I would not even
deprive the landlord of his powers of raising
rent and giving notice to quit, but, in Lord
Coke's significant phrase, I would here ‘hit
the bird in the very eye,” and I would
compel a landlord seeking to assert these
rights to show before the proposed tribunal
that they were compatible with the equitable

claims of the tenant. To vindicate thoss

last-mentioned rights, the Legislature should
recognize the existence of Tenant Right as

a social fact, and the equity of the tenant
in respect of Improvements ; and the local

Courts should have full powers to ascertain

and appraise all claims of these kinds, on

such terms as should appear just, when the

proper opportunity arose, not interfering in

any way until the adverse action of the

landlord had induced the necessity of intery
fence. In this way, in the great mass of
cases, the ordinary relations of landlord

and tenant would not be touched by the law

atall ; tenancies at will would, so to speak,

be proldnged into comtinuous terms that

this system only—is that the law permits
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legitimate security ; and whenever a landlord
attempted to impair or to put an end to the
subsisting tenure, by the means I have be-
fore indicated, he would be forced to prove
that the meditated act was consistent with
the interest of the tenant. In this state of
things, if the raising of rent or the notice to
quit, in the judgment of the Court, clashed
with the custom of the estate, in case it
were bound by Tenant Right, or if it de-
tracted from the title gained by the tenant
in respect of improvements—these matters,
as I have before said, being determined
upon the hearing of the cause—the land-
lord's proceeding would be defeated, and
the tenancy would continue unimpaired,
maintaining all rights attached toit. It
may be said confidently that, under these
conditions, attempts unduiy to interfere
with the tenant’s possession would be ex-
tremely rare, that his moral rights would be
really upheld, that a great step would have
been made in strengthening the position ol
the occupier, without tampering wrongly
with the claims of the owner. Yet I would
not stop even here in giving protection to
to the occupation of the tenant. Except
where Tenant Right existed, and the cus-
tom assured a measure of compensation,
I would empower the Court, in cases in
which it would sanction an eviction
upon /notice to quit, but not, I think,
in any other case, to adjudge to the ten-
ant, over and above claims in respect of
improvements or otherwise, a capital sum
by way of damages, the marimum to be
fixed by the Legislature, and to be capable
of being reduced indefinitely, according to
what should be thought justice. No doubt
it may be urged that this would be equi-
valent to extending a sort of Tenant Right,
potentially applicable, to all estates not at
present subject to such a charge, and that
would thus violate the fair rights of pro-
perty, But the scheme is wholly different
m kind from that of fastening an uniform
burden of Tenant Right upon land gen-
erally, and the circumstance that the pro-
vosed sum may, at the option of the Court,
e cut down to nothing, deprives the
{;roject virtually of injustice, It should
e viewed as the means of giving a ten-
ant compensation for those results of
eviction of which s Gourt of Conscience
may take notice, though it may be diffi-
cult to fix their value precisely, and it
would be easy to show that this part of
the plan is not without ample support
from our law.

In this manner the worst mischiefs of
tenancy at will in Ireland would disappear,
and the precarious tenure. would be con-

verted into a continuous oecupation hardly
ever interrupted, protecting and taking in
the equities possessed by the occupier in
his holding, and charged with a benefit for
the tenant in the exceptional insta nce of
interruption. - To fortify still more the
pasition of the tenant, it might be advisable
to reverse the ahsurd and unjust presump-
tion of law that whatever is added to. the
soil accrues to its owner, and thus to estab-
lish arule for the future in favour of the
class which almost necessarily makes the
permanent additions to the land, under the
small farm system which prevails in Ireland.
It will be said, bowever, that under these
conditions the landlord’s rights would be
unduly abridged, and that his authority
would be wrongly impaired. I reply that
I do not touch one right, save those that in
their arbitrary exercise have proved fatal {0
the welfare of Ireland ; and that excepting
the trifling fine to be paid in the shape
of compensation to the tenant, in order
to obtain a title to evict, I do not lessen
a landlord’s property in the least, taking
the term in its legitimate sense. It is
necessary, to make this matter plain, to
put the scheme in its true light. The
existing law of Ireland allows a landlord
to evict a tenant at will whenever a year's
rent is in arrear, subject only to claims
of Tenant Right, secured now by the
Ulster custom ; and, save as to recognizing
that custom in the case of estates bound at
present by it, I do not propose to alter that
law, though it might be expedient to take
away a jurisdiction from the Irish County
Courts which they possess only under a
recent statute, and confine it to the Superior
Courts, The existing law of Ireland allows
a landlord to sue a tenant at will for waste,
and he certainly ought to retain this right,
with a right to sue, but not to evict, unless
with the sanction of the New Court, on
account of subletting or subdivision, except
where consent had been given. In a word,
throughout the whole range of relations and
rights subsisting under this tenure, I would
interpose only in two iustances—where ten-
ancy at will is so often incompatible with
the moral rights of the tenant—tke raising
of rent and giving notice to quit ; and even
in these I would remit all questions as to
the conflicting claims of landlord and tenant
to the decision of a competent tribunal,
pledged to administer justice to its suitors,
I avoid eubjecting estates to a valuation,
nor weuld I reduce by one shilling the ex-
isting rental of a single landlord, for though
some lands in Ireland are rack-rented, this
certainly is not commonly the case ; and I
have nover seen a farm so rack-rented but
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that time and industry, with a secure posses-
sion, would before long redress the balance.
It will be observed, too—although for the
future I would forbid the unconditional rise
of rent without the permission of the Court
—I leave the landlord every other real
right and incident of property unimpaired, |

QUESTION

short, I think it would adequately fulfil the
conditions which, as I wrote long ago,
would be essentiul to the solution of the
problem ; it would obliterate the mischiefs
of tenancy at will; it would respect the
legitimate rights of property ; it would make
no wild innovation on law ; it would fall in

except that of capricious eviction ; and, as I | with the wishes of the Irish people. We

have said, it might be expected, al-

might fairly hope in this new state of things

though under the plan I have sketched a | that agriculture in Ireland would improve,

tenant would be assured ample protection in

cases in which he would be entitled to it,

that in an overwhelming majority of in-

stances there would be no necessity for inter-
ference.

and that agrarian crime would greatl

diminish ; nor is it improbable that the ]mx{
lord class would be the first to perceive the
good consequences. Yet Iehould be sorry

In short, if tenancy at will so | to think that a reform of this kind would be

modified became virtually a continuous oc-|in the nature of a perpetual settlement, or

cupation, maintaining the legitimate rights |

of the tenant, it would not be less a legal

aught but temporary and provisional. For
years, doubtless, it would be necessary that

tenure guaranteeing the legitimate rights of | the new jurisdiction should continue; and

the landlord.

By these means I venture to hope, the
exigencies of the case would be met without
rude or violent change. The rights of the
tenant would be vindicated and marshalled
to support his possession; the rights of the
landlord would be preserved, or modified
only to fall in with justice ; and the process
would be easy, elastic, and gentle. The
custom of the North, the Tenaat Right of
the South, and the equity of the tenant to
improvements would be recognized and
would receive a legal status ; claims under
these heads would be ascertained, defined,
and measured according to fact, and they
would be rendered available to assure the
title ot the tenant to his holding, and would
enure wholly to his ‘benefit. In this way a
trangient and precarious tenure would be-
come practically almost a right of occu-
pancy, safe, exc2pt in cases where justice
required, from invasion upon the part-of
the landlord ; the tenant’s position would
approach that of a copyholder or a lessee
urder a long term, and the Irish peasant
would at last obtain the coveted boon of
security of possession. Placed under the
@gis of a tribunal armed with extensive
powers and backed by opinion, he would be
as safe as he could reasonably expect ; and
he would feel, perhaps for the first time in
his life; emancipated from the sense of ever
present thraldom. Yet the end would have
been gained without harsh disturbance or
real violation of the rights of property—in
faet, in the immense majority of cases,
things would go on without apparent change;
the very institution of the new jurisdiction
would be sufficient to throw a weight into
the scale of the tenant that would be uni-
versally felt ; and the reform, I believe
would not affect the good, while it would
effectually restrain the bad landlord. In

| probably as existing leases fell in, most
( peasant farmers would at first elect to be
placed under its powerful protection.
Nevertheless, I trust the time will come
| when the Irish occup’er would be set free
from the leading-strings of State interfer-
| ence, and would be able to deal with his
superior independently, on the footing of
| definite contract. To facilitate this object
the Legislature ought to remove legal diffi-
culties which attend the enforcing of obliga-
| tions in leases, and which, accordingly, dis-
courage the grant of these interests; it
ought also to extend equitably the leasing
powers of limited owners, so that the Irish
occupier should have every opportunity of
acquiring by bargain a secure tenure it he
wished not to remain under the tutelage of
the proposed tribunals, and to treat with
his landlord as an equal. Every person at
all familiar with the suhject knows that much
may be done in this direction.

In dealing with this question it may be
observed that, in order to justify the plan I
suggest, I assume that in an immense num-
}ber of cases the equity of the tenant in
| respect of improvements would entitle him
to areal interest in his holding. It will be
observed, too, that I treat this equity as
virtually a subsisting right, and that, there-
fore, it necessarily includes, not only future,
but past improvements ; these last, how-
ever, to be estimated only under proper
checks and limitations. As this is the very
essence of the scheme, I wish to say a word
or two on the subject. It will be at once
admitted that the tenant in Ireland ought
to have a property in future improvements
and if, as I have ventured to suggest, the
presumption of law shall be reversed, and
things permanently added to the freehold
shall be deemed hereafter to belong to the
occupier, there would be no great difficulty
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in determining prospectively what should be
tenant’s improvements. Jut it will be
argued that it would Dbe unjust to take past
improvemen!s into accouvt and to raise
thereby an equity for the tenant ; and the
changes will be rung on retrospective enact-
ments without a clear perception of the
subject. Yet the questicn really is, not of
doing anything inherently unfair, which is

the objection to retroactive laws, but of re- |

cognizing a vested right of property which
ought to have been recognized long ago,
and of giving it its legitimate stafus. In
this sense many and ncble precedents exist
for measures of a retrospzctive character.
The petition of Right, the Bill of Rights,
the decisions which set copyholders free,
which emancipate estates by common re-
coveries, and which vindicated for the
mortgager his equity of redemption in the
land—all these great and comprehensive

reforms, which went to the very roots of
society, interfered with an existing order of

things, and necessarily had a relation to the
past ; and, in truth, every judgment of a
Court which modifies a subsisting interest
has, and must have, a similar tendency.
Yet it will be seen that, under the plan I
propose, though the Legislature would dis-
tinctly acknowledge the title of the occu-
pier to past improvements, it might well
happen that the intended tribunals would
not often be called upon to inquire into
rights of this kind, and thus to deal retro-
spbcli\'f'ly' with them, since these powers

would not be called into being until a land- |
lord assailed a tenant's interest. By what |

criterion to ascertain and measure the
worth of claims of this class— of course,
under just restrictions and safeguards—is

certainly not a very easy question, It has |

been argued, with great ingenuity, that the
true test would be the price of the goodwill
which, suhject to the existing rent, would
be given by a purchaser to the occupier,
adopting thus a Tenant Right standard
This would be one basis of calculation, and
in many cases wou'd be a sound one ; but [
am disposed to think it might be possible to
arrive at a more exact conclusion, at least
ina considerable number of instances. The

tenant, provided his right were made out, |

should be entitled to charge for the existing
value of what may be called apparent im-
provements—such us bouses, farm buildings,
and the like; and with respect to non-
apparent improvements—such as reclaiming
waste land, draining, or fencing—he should
be entitled to charge for their value upon a
scale determined by considering the benefit
done to the estate for a certain period, re-
gard being had to the mode of cultivation

he had pursued, and not to an ideal mode,
and by taking into uccount his own outlay.
After all, however, the question would
be one of fact, degree, and reasonable
evidence.

Such is the scheme I venture to submit
for a reform of the system of occnpation in
Ireland. It i3 no doubt liable to the objec-
tion that it would create a novel jurisdic-
tion, and I am conscious that it has other
| defects.  Nevertheless, I think it is in the
right direction, and I hope it will be not
useless, I turn to consider the land system
of Ireland upon the side of ownership. As
we bave seen already, it may be expedient
to afford facilities for the voluntary aliena-
tion of a certain amount of landed property
in Ireland. As we have seen, too, Mr.
Bright’s plan contains the germs of a good
measure, though faulty in details of import-
ance. Mr, Bright vroposes that absentees
should be encouraged to sell their estates -
that the State should enter into the manae-
nent of them, having first paid off the ori-
ginal owners, and that the tenants should
ultimately acquire the fee by paying the
purchase-money in instalments added to the
rents. It would be, I think, unwise and
invidious 1o restrict this measure to aub-
sentees, some of whom are exceedingly good
landlords, or to make any distinction cf
class whatever; and it is obvious that Mr.
Bright’s plan exposes the Excheqaer to
serious loss, lays no conditions upon those
who would derive a large prospective ad-
vantage, and does not give them the healthy
stimalus to industry that would be so desir-
able. I would suggest that Mr. Bright's
scheme ought to extend indifferently to all
landlords who thought proper to avail them.
selves of it; and the result probably would
be, that, by a kind of natural selection, Ire-
land would be gradually freed from those
landlords unhappily of no.uss to her. I
think, also, thatein no instance ought the
State to negotiate for an estate unless the
tenantry were prepared to advance, say,
one-fifth of the price ; in order to give the
nation security, to guarantee the payment
ot the rents that would be the fund to dis-
| charge the four-fifths advanced by the State
to the former owner, and to quicken the
energies of the tenant purchasers, who
would prize doubly that which had cost them
dearly. Nor would this operate as a serious
check on the contemplated alienation of
land, for the farme:s of Ireland have millions
idle that would be available for this pur-
pose ; nor, if necessary, would they find it
difficult to borrow. Subject, howeer, to
modifications like these, I believe that Mr.

Bright's project for the tormation of & pea-
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sant proprietary inIreland is, under existing ( * fixed rent” which is heard so loudly in
circumstances, one of true wisdom. It is|some counties. It might also be worth con-
easy to point out the economic objections, | sidering whether the State, taking proper
to say that the State ought in no instance to | precautions, might not lend generally to
undertake a land agency, even on a limited | tenants as well as to landlords under the
scale ; to assert that subdivision would be | Acts for improving land property; the
the result, as, to some extent, it probably | benefit of such advances would be great,
would ; to maintain, as, I think, is partly | and there need be no difficulty as to the ge-
true, that the Irishman has not the sameicurity. [ might stop here; but as the
eagerness a8 the Englishman for freehold | Land Question is a political and social ques-
ownership. Nevertheless, in my judgment, | tion, 1 would finally glance at it from this
it should be an object of high Imperial | point of view. We may reasonably expect
olicy to pledge a not incnsiderable num- | that a just reform of the laws re{nting to
ﬁer of the occupiers of the soil in Ireland to | land in Ireland will greatly diminish agrarian
the cause of order, by giving them the status | disorder; but we must not suppose that any
of owners of land, and thus to break the re- | Act of Parliament will, as if hy magic,
volutionary wave which is menacing pro- | conjure away a spirit that has long exercised

perty, and that without doing injustice to |
any one and through a purely voluntary |
process.- The measure would be also ex-
pedient in the North, as’ probably it would |
enable many farmers to acquire the freehold |
of estates in which the dominion of the |
proprietor had been seriously impaired by |
the custoin of Ulster, especially when this |
should have been made law-worthy., It is |
unnecessary to say that the effects of a |
scheme which wou{ ‘

d open to the Irish ten- |
ant a prospect of possibly becoming an |
owner of land would extend far beyond those
actually benefitted.

I can only hint at the supplementary
measures that ought, I think, to be kept in
sight in a settlement of the Irish Land Ques-
tion. The extreme wetness of the climate
of Ireland and the singular configuration of
the island—a low watershed and a coast
line of hills, rendering the course of several
large rivers sluggish, and making their val-
leys liable to floods—cause the soil to be |
charged with superfluous moisture, and a
considerable area to be injured ; and a good
system of arterial drainage, to open outfalls |
for thorough draining, is one of the chief
material wants of the country. This great
work should be done under the supreinten- |
dence and contiol of the State—indeed, it |
could not be done otherwise ; but the Ex-
chequer ought not to be at the charge, it |
should be distributed over the districts bene- |
fitted. It would, moreover, be very advis- |
able if; a8 we may assume, the State must
interfere between Irish landlords and ten-
ants, that the whole of Ireland should be
revalued and a fair standard be set up, by |
which, approximately, to measure her rental.
The present valuation is extremely imper-
fect; it is much too” low for the fine grass
lands, the mountain pastures, and the rich
tracts generally, though tolerably fair for
the light corn lands; and its inequalities
have contributed to excite that cry fora

a baleful influence. We ought to endeavour
to root agrarianism out, and I believe it will
be generally admitted that the machinery
for this purpose in Ireland is not of the most
efficient kind. May not something be done
in this matter to strengthen the hands of the
executive Government; and is & military
police the proper agent to cope with a
stealthy combination ? On the other hand,
I may be allowed to express a hope that the
time has passed away when the force of the
Crown shall be employed to vindicate rights
of property, when the agents of criminal

[ justice in Ireland shall be made bailiffs, in

the interest of landlords, for the execution
of the civil process of the law. This illegiti-
mate and unwise practice has done sowe-

thing to prolong the traditional dislike of

the institutions and laws of tke State that
lingers in the hearts of the Irish peasantry,
For the rest, much may be done indirectly
by a kindly, generous, yet firm policy ; by
fostering and promoting sound opinions, by
recogun'sing frankly the legitimate instincts
and sentiments of the Irish race, to win the
affections of the people of Ireland, to efface
evil memories of the past, to blend Ireland
indissolubly with the Empire, It is not for
me, however, to dwell upon this; I conclude
with one or two gene.al remarks. It may be
affirmed confidently that the coming Session
will witness a thorough, yet equitable settle-
ment of this most serious and momentous
question, It i3 in the interest of England,
for she cannot afford to have Ireland her
reproach and her weakness; and they know
nothing of Englishmen wixo imagine that
when their mings have been awakened to the
sense of & national grievance, they will not
earnestly and quickly remove it, It is in
the interest of the great class of the Irish
tenantry, at present without rights they
ought to have, kept in a state of unfair de-
pendence, vexed, angry, irritated, and dis-
contented, too,commonly charged in one
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mass with crime, too prone to listen to the
false teaching of ignorance, unscrupulous-
ness, or malignant faction. Above all, it is
in the interest of the landlords of Ireland, I
who must be aware of the peril to their |
order of the present state of things; whoi
now have a chance afforded them of regain- |
ing some portion at least of their lost in- |
fluence or they will take part honourably in
a work of justice ; who can no morn prevent
the inevitable change than a broken dike
can arrest the tide, but on whose attitude it
may largely depend whether reform shall be
a message of peace or a triumph of class
and political party. I cannot doubt that if
a just course be taken, if th2 relatiors be-
tween the landed classes of Ireland be set
on a sound basis, the immediate conse-
quences for good will be great, the ultimate
consequences fruitful of blessings to a long
distracted country, Yet—and this ought to
be borne in mind, for it is the lesson of all |
history—let us not expect that any single |
measure will work a sudden transformation |

—9 o —

of Treland, that any reform of the Land
System will at once cancel the ills of the
past and put an end to all evil passions and
recollections. The traces of these things
will remain; to obliterate them statesman-
ship must rely on the influences of Time
and just Government ; the process must be
gradual, and may be tlow. Nevertheless,
that is no reason why a great and good work
should not be accomplished; why, in the
noble phrase of our ancient law, *‘Right
should not be done' in this matter; and we
may hope that Ireland will, in our day,
prove by her conduct how truc was the re-
mark of a keen but unfriendly critic at the
beginning of the 17th century :—¢ There is
no nation of people under the sun that doth

| love equal and indifferent justice better than

the Irish, or will rest better satisfied with the
executing thereof, although it be against
themselves, 80 as they may have the protec-
tion and benefit of the law when upon just
cause they do desire it,”’
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