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•applied England during .hat pe- 

• <n 28 r> per « «ut. <>t her total imports 
heat, in# hiding flour, against 24.7 per 

t from Russia and 17 - per rent, from 
' many, in the sain»- iiod England ini
tial 49 percent, of I; ital importations 

,‘orn from this countt > 18.r>*2 the exports
born from this counti to Great Britain 
1 \ amounted to 1.211,804 bushels, against 
0)5,6:$- hush' Is from Turkey and Reuma- 
[, and 1,870.528 bushels from Russia. At 
Pseiit Uoumania and Southern Russia, to a 
fier degree, are our prinei|»al < «miix titors 
the supply of corn. The year 1876 was a 

h<l harvest year in England ; prices ^v'ero 
r and the total imports of wheat wore only 
'.1894,152 cwt against 51,880,994 ewt. in 
|T> Th< fallowing table gives the sources 
>upph

Cwt. of all.
f t -d Stains nnd (

Cwt.
21,710,1)86 
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Rt , ot which upward oi 50 per cent, came 
Fm thin country. Canadian ex|X)rts of 
6,in are included in those of this country, 
wwill be seen that Russia and Turkey have 
^nislivd 22.6 per cent of the supplies to 
'gland. In India a dearth prevail* thle 

CJr. Egypt being subject to the suzerainty 
jho Porte, will be a fleeted by the wy, an >
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I Duroesdey
i the Conqueror wee complied some

It oontalns • ' census of 
of Bogland, end li re- 

mort sacredly as one of the mast 
I taloable documents in tie English State 

r Office. The eenens thus recorded 
wee made with great owe and minuteness, 
and according to Its returns the number 
of land-holders in England h 1086 was 
54,813. It crnld scarcely be laid that all 

Very far from 
Some held by one tenure hndsome by 

another, but all had a more or lew abso
lute hrtereat in a greater or less portion of 

, the so#."*
No other land census has wrer been 

| made till within a few yearn ago. In 1872 
- Parliament ordered -another, and the 
Ooomledon appointed to take charge of 
thé metier has lately leaned aa the remit 
d its labours two quarto volumes of 1,800 

of oloeely printed and tabulated 
TUs sec and Domesday Book 

Its origin to the persistent 
of Reformers, who here 

1*1

the tot*
In 1085

to 30,000]
SSh

the other hand, with a .
000,090, there were 54,813!
It la to be peessieed that, leering oat of ] 
view the city ef London, there are 34,000,- f 
000 of eeree in England *d Wales ooou- 
pied, and 1,600,000 ‘ acres oommooa end 
waste. Now how doce the new Donmedayri 
Book show that this laid is owned! It | 
would erne from the summary that th«#| 
sew 072,886' 0 wears. This spy sere very I 
satisfactory, and seems to tell a tale vary j 
dlffesMt from what the opponents el Ian* j 
monopoly have be* In the habit ef seta [ 

When, however, It la under- 
1 of there 703,289 hold less th* I 

1 extent of the mistake, If arte-1 
1 be, la swntobemuehsaellar ] 

th* might at Int be imagined. Of 
remaining 260,647, about 7,000 may be | 
deducted for double returns* for per
son■ holding property in more than one 
county. This would kata 262,647 | 
potsemed of * acre and upwards, 

might seem to point to * j 
amount of dktrlballon far «îbeve what 
had be* generally supposed. Bat than, 
when the particulars are gone Into st!U 
more carefully, a very diflerwiaonolatloa 
le reached, liera are 100 persons who, 
among them, hold 3,852,000 acre#, or 
more th* • one-ninth, of the whole 
acreage of the kingdom; Three of these 
hold each 100,000 acree and upwartk, 
while the lowest amount held by any one 
of them Is 20,000 acres. Another fail. 

Its own story. Of U|e thirty-four 
at acres, 12,000 persons own 

29,846,000. This leaves 4,164,000 act | 
to be owned by all the rest. As we have 
•beady mid, 703,289 own lem th* * 
acre eeeb, or say about 600,000 acree In 
all, leaving 3,664,000 to the other ''land- 
owners." Of them, 260,000 wlH aver
age holdings of from 0* to Eve acree, and 
7,471 a good deal more, The twelve 
brgert owners In Enghnd and Wales * 
regards area are the Duke of Northum
berland, Duke of Devonshire, Duke of 
Cleveland, Sir W. W. Wynn, Duke of 
Bedford, Bert el Carlisle, puke at But- 
land, Earl of Lonsdale, Laid Leoonfield, 

el Fowls, Bail Beowaldw, and Bed 
.Derby.
The lands held by the College* of the

rue total mo
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£411,864. There an only three counties 
of England la which there are no Unjvir-

Oonab-
hold 149,: anl the 

and Cornwall
99,901, ! 'v.

Now, what dotbeee retnrns show t Ap-

.own pacts of the seO o< Eng
land. But what really f j That 12,190 
heeds of famines own 29,860,000 acres out 
of an aggregate of 34,000,000; and that 
oat of a total rental of 1800.000,000 these 
19,100 absorb «447.780,000. These two 
fasts more than make oat the ease of the 
land reformer!, who Insist, not upon 
land confiscation or Interfe 
dinary bade laws, but upoi 
to the easy and cheap be 
being done away with, so that that spades 
efisepertyiy be treated like any other,
be subject to the same lews of aocumula- 
tion and disintegration, and be la every 
case disposed of as freely as any other ar
ticle of merchandise. In other wofdW 
that all laws of entail and primogeniture 
should be abolished, and that in every 
eaee a man that deals In land should, If ha 
cannot pay his debts, have his property 
■old without reserve, exactly as If he dealt 
in sugar and tea. '

Thna the EngMah land question, as It 
now stands, Is ah we have often asserted 
In these columns. No entail, no primo
geniture, end cheap conveyancing, eo that 
the title-deed of an acre may not cost as 
much as that ofpn earldom. Everything 
pointa to this very speedily becoming one 
of the “burning" questions in Britain.

According to the most moderate eeti 
the average quantity of cereals necossa 
tbc consumption Of each inhabitant 
P-IÔ'hustiele'pflt SÉtium, sud therefore'i 
States that come «her Sweden upon tt 
have to obtain grain supplies from 
countries. In this country three-fifths 
cereal production consists of com. In E 
oats predominate, and next in quantify i 
wheat, rye, barley, and com. Russia, 
sia, and France produce Urge wheat 
and the two first are our Urgest compiall barriers
in the English market In Roumanie a 
Servie com takes the first rank. Prior 
1860 Russia and Prussia led the Uni1 
Sûtes in the supply of wheat. From If 
to 1861 the exports of wheat from this coi 
try to EngUnd sprang suddenly up fr 
340,504 cwt to 16,610,473 cwt. while in 1 
same period Russia advanced only fr 
3,837,454 to 4,667,483 cwt., and Prusdafa 
3,345,301 cwt to 4,462,573 cwt The 1< 
Uken so suddenly by this country has e 

mt ' Tables covering isince been maintained. .
years from I860 to 187* show that the ] 
ted States supplied England during that 
riod with 28.6 per cent, of her total beg 
of wheat, including floor, against 24.7 
cent from Bussia .and 17.2 per cynt 4 
Germany. In the same period En$;la|k! 
ported 43 percent of her total Importa 
of com from this country^In 1857 the exf 
of com from this country to Great Brt 
only amounted to 1,341,304 bushels, agt 
1,795,632 bushels from Turkey and Bot 
nia, and 1,870,528 bushels from Russia, 
present Roumanie and Southern Russia, 
lesser degree, are our principal compel
in the supply of com The year 1876 was 
good harvest year in England ; prices wci 
low, and the total imports of wheat were onl 
44,394,152 cwt against 11,886,393 cwt. 1 
1875. The following table gives the eourc< 
of supply :—

TRADE IN CEREALS.

I TOTAL VBODOCTieV Of BCROP*—THU COOPS 
AMO IMPORTS Of 1876—TUB PROBABLE 

DIM AMD TOR AMIBIC AM PRODUCTS.

(Boston Herald.)^
According to very careful stetlsflcni ex- 
Nla recently made by the French Govern. 
At, the total cereal production of Europe

United BMW

British Ii 
Germany.
SEL*"Turkey si
Chili........
France...
Denmark

irtations of com
cwt., of

^11 !TJ

jffiitafftyi

4M

IWT9rF.li)
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Sweden........................... 18.11
am Duchies.......... 14.00 Greece....................... ,8.®

uT„,.......\..1S.4T
Nj-....................... J.T<
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revised, 
Monaghan 

tthe Comi 
ere in this

its. The less 
I * Gfc* "

as against 'Fof the Society of Israelites, 
but oolv two genuine Jews; Unitarians 

if, which is

houa

i .vùii k A7R urt> t wnion is also the number of the Freo- 
»nrl wv(W)'«re set[ thinkers; Brethren 17; Plymouth do. 
îîJSÜSrfi^Bl. and Christian do. 23, but the 

ii . “Christians of the county only num- 
•- 1— 06 'ni“‘ illiterate persons of-fivo

55351

nutum
Biighan lost ,, „„

fthe number of *** 26 
pishing in the 

In the1420.
oriejl year the total populatiop 
ity amounted to 114;969per- 

iy occupation .the inhabitants 
ibuted as follows Profession- 
229; domestic, 18,607; com-,
15 : agricultural, 3LS6; ia-l last census tnese n 

fl.oiS^mdefinilo and noe^fro- 6,421 respectively. 
ve,4^8. There are 14,516 farm- t,nn || ““

, occupying 19,893 farm holdings, 
i^ the latter, 2,583 are under five acres ;
4,787 are bet ween 5 and 10 acres ; 6,987 
are between 10 and 20 ; 2,600 are be
tween 20 and 30; 986 are between 30, 
sed 40 ; 447 are between 40 and 50 ; 368 
*rc between 50 and 75 ; and 234 are be- 

75 and TOOatgps. One holding 
alone is above 1000 acres in extent. By 
religious profession, the population of 
Monaghan was distributed as follows in'.
1872:—Roman Catholics, 84,345, or 

' ircent. ; Brotestant Episcopalians, •
, or 136 par oeot. ; Presbyterians,

-I I* ' ■■iitalkM

The ...
years and upwards are 55359 or 29 tier 
cent, of the population. This shows a 
considerable improvement in the census 
of 1861, when the percentage was 32-6. 
In that year there were20o persons who 
Spoke Irish only, and 10,654 who could 
both speak English and Irish. At the 
last census these numbers were 130 and 

regards emigra
tion, the last census shows that 23,722 
persons have emigrated during the pre
vious ten years, whereas during the ten 
years preceding 1861 the number was 
39,629. H

I .--The census of Ireland for 
reached as far as Galway, 

the subject of the portion 
6 lapt issued. There were 

■ in 1871 a total popu-

' - Gal 
1871 h. 
which fc 
of the 
in Galway

AT.-

inly ]pMjWWS■■pm * -.-^popu
lation of 248,456 persons, against 440,- 
098 persons in 1841. The number of 
inhabited houses in 1871 was 46,664; in 
1841, it was 73,325. The total valua
tion of houses and land in Galway 
county in 1871 was £439,521, and in 
Galway town, £32,452. The town of 

jb! 1871- there were 4,964 persons in 9a.,wa? î?J2\anted by 4,102 families, 
Monaghan speaking English and Irish, living in 3,365 houses, of which 404 are

.... first class, and two (?) are mud cabins. 
The total population of the town of 
Galway in 1871 was 19,843, and of these 
8 were between 85 and 90 years of age. 
No centenarian is recorded, but the un- 

o number of 54 persons,
_____  _____ t _ males and 35 females, ore

two are ecclesiastical. In the ten ^numerated in the county population ns 
preceding 1871, 14,953 persons having attained the age of 100 years and 

emigrated from the county, against 26,- upwards. Of the total population of 
842 in the previous decennial period. ‘ lbe County Galway, excluding the
' TYBOHi.-Tl,e statistics of thiscouo- L ^Lthre.,rown' and .®omPrisin8 »

, drawn from the omm* nf1R71 i,„™, I total Of 228,615 persons, the enormous

or 121 per cent. ; Methodists, 
■, and all other denominations, 576. 
1871 there were 4,964 persons in 
laghan speaking English and Irish, 
138 who speak Irish alone, while, in 

1861. the Irish-speuking population num- 
;d 7,417. Monaghan oonnts 203 pri- 

schools, of which 157 are under the 
tiooal

•ior

statistics ot thiscouo- k boo Am 1
» census of 1871, have

m published. They show a popu- ^ .tV¥6 r*
of 215,766 persons, whioh is a the CathohA relit
e of 22,736 from the last oonsos.

I number of inhabited houses in the 
l less by 1,340, being now 41,- 
Btromhabi ted are 1,340. From 

i of 775^55 there are 276,- 
tillage, 264,-271 are de-

re, and 9,195 to planta- 
oduoty the commercial

large, only mustering 
«1 class, however, 

the industrialI «3

, persons wore of 
Roman Catholic religion. Protes

tants are set down as numbering 6,549 : 
Presbyterians, 443 ; Methodists, 222 ; all 

I other denominations not exceeding 85. 
In this latter number are included 
several eccentric denominations. The 
capital of the county exhibits pretty 
much the same proportions in the reli
gious differences of its population. The 
figures with respect to education show a 
rather large proportion of illiteracy 
among the people, particularly among 

Catholic Section, which, of course»; 
rme the popular and poorest as well 
le largest element. Nolo less than i
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». thrt bw beeo ttuder » 
te. In 1767, the Island, 

n unsettled British colony, 
sixty-seven townships, the

__i were swarded army and
W the Government as a re- 
-services. From that date 
‘ system of land tenure re- 

», and agitations similar to 
exist in Ireland were fre- 

" ction of rent» waa fit- 
and the assistance of 
became necessary. In' 

by the Local Legiala- 
the purchase of the 

jht be dis- 
received the 
of the pro

ie propositions 
result was the 

• — *w«.|<ruueyJ*d slowly. The
lier the abolition df the tenant sys- 

*w force, and the 
great difficulty in 

itiir rente, suggested 
enquire into the whole 

such â commission 
the Hon. John H. Gray, 
being named by the Brit- 

Hon. Joseph Howe by 
and the Hon. Mr. 
The award of the 

objected to, however, by 
the award was set aside, 
lion then became alarming, 

was formed, and tbs colloc- 
d to snob an extent that a 
ipe was forwarded to the 
to Msjgt in maintaining 
rve the rights of the land- 
. was not finally settled till 
’oration having been se

ns the “ Land Purchase 
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PREFACE.

■ . - • .

When the present Ministry determined to remedy Irish grievances,
the London Times, with its usual enterprise, seeded the services of a 
Special Comtnisyifmer to investigate and exhibit the various workings 
of the system of Land Tenure, which was universally admitted to be 
one of the chief causes of Irish discontent. The mere facts of Irish 
Tenure wçre so distorted and exaggerated that it required the greatest 
patience and ability to sift thdevidence presented for investigation. 
The admirable Letters furnished from time to time by the Special 
Commissioner, afforded ample proof that, in attempting to arrive at 
the truth, he had not been carried away by favor or affection for 
either the owner or the occupier. The Publisher has collected these 
Letters together, with their Editorial introductions, and has great 
satisfaction in laying them before the Public, as exhibiting the 
opinions of an unbiased and well-informed party upon this momentous 
question.

A. S. Ikvjng, Publisher,
sk Vin/t Street. Toronto.
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THE LAND QUESTION OF IRELAND,

A Bill for the settlement of the Land 
Question of Ireland has been long promised 
as the measure the Ministry will put fore
most next Session; and the promise will 
have to be redeemed. A more difficult task 
has uever been undertaken by any Govern
ment. It demands the widest knowledge, 
the most sober judgment, the firmest faith. 
Passion and prejudice have clouded the out
lines of the Land difficulties of Ireland, and 
a man must keep strict guard over himself, 
or in attempting to arrive at the truth he 
will find himself hurried away by sympathy 
for one or other disputant. The mere facts 
of Irish tenure afe so distorted, as repelled 
from witness to witness, that the utmost 
patience is often baffled in sifting the evi
dence presented for investigation. As for 
the faith that is necessary in those who 
would grapple with this problem, who shall 
measure it ? To settle the Irish Land Ques
tion must, in the ears of many, sound as the 
wildest of promises. It has been the dream 
of statesman after statesman, yet no one 
has realized it: for. in addition to the rare 
combination of qualities the Minister must 
possess who shall compass it, there are 
other hindrances behind. He must be sup
ported by an intelligent and a resolute 
public opinion. In destroying the Irish 
Establishment Mr. Gladstone was backed 
by those unflinching advocates of good and 
equal government by whom the Establish
ment had been uniformity denounced as 
unjust and injurious, but. the casting vote of 
the nation was undoubtelv due to those who 
laboured for its downfall because it violated 
their peculiar theories of the functions of the 
State. No especial fervour of voluntaryism 
can be expected in furthering the improve
ment of tne Land Laws of Ireland. As an 
article of the Liberal programme the settle
ment of the Land Question will receive a 
certain amount of adoption, but there are 
prejudices even here which must stand in 
the way of any heartiness in the cause.

We publish to-day the first of a series of 
articles on the Land Question of Ireland

written by an intelligent observer, with 
singular qualifications for his task, who has 
undertaken to study on the spot the pheno
mena of agriculture in the sister island.1 It 
is of an introductory character; but its 
perusal may servo to supply an answer to 
the question, often raised, why there should 
be any Land Reform in Ireland at all. This 
is the first prejudice to be overcome. The 
Land Laws of Ireland are substantially the 
same as those of England ; the variations 
are trivial and technical, while on all im
portant points there is a complete identity. 
Where, then, is it asked, is the need for 
further legislation ? English landlords and 
English tenants live in amity together, and 
if things are 'tiifferent in Ireland, the fault 
must be with the people, not with the laws 
under which they live. It might be thought 
a sufficient reply to this reasoning to point 
out that every successive Administration for 
many years passed has confessed the neces
sity of further legislation for Ireland. Each 
of them has had its Land Bill, and while 
those who have been “ out,”whether Liberal 
or Conservative, have not been slow to criti
cize the scheme of those who were “ in,” 
they have been found a year or two after
wards reproducing the same proposals—the 
same, at least, in principle—as their own. 
But we need not rely upon mere authority. 
The history of Ireland has been different to 
that of England ; the social systems ofthe 

"y apart ; the 
is dissimilar.

two countries 
education of their

,ave been widely ap 
air inhabitants is dii

Ouc^ correspondent rapidly reviews ~the 
agrarian history of Ireland since the begin
ning of the present century, and the retro
spect is sufficient to bring into painful light 
tne dissimilarity of the two nations. All 
this, howaver, it may be replied, does noth
ing more than establish the fact that the 
people are different, or, if that form of 
putting it be preferred, that the nations are 
unlike, and therefore confirms the opinion , 
that the fault is with the people, and nfll ; 
with the laws. The answer to this is, that ' 
where nations differ laws must differ also. A



THE LAND QUESTION

legislator has before him the people for 
whom he shakes laws, and it is in reference 
to them he must legislate. It may be al
lowed that it shoulate his object to educate 
them by law, but he cannot accomplish this 
unless he takes note of their peculiar charac
teristics ; and if he fail to do this and leave 
them unguided in their special difficulties, 
some part at least of the blame of the disor- 
organization that follows must rest upon him.

The necessity of legislating with reference 
te the society for which legislation is intend
ed may be thought self-evident, bnt the pro
position is of such essential importance in 
its bearing on the Irish question that it may 
receive some simple illustration. It often 
happens that laws punishing particular of
fences are not found in the jurisprudence Af 
a country until an advanced period of its 
history. The offence is not committed, or so 
rarely as not to attract attention. Thus, for 
example, it is not yet a score of years—it 
is, inaeed, barely a dozen—since the first 
Act was passed by Pariiament for the pun
ishment of fradulent trustees. The system 
of trusts had been ingrafted on our law for 
centuries, and it is unquestionable that many 
a trustee must in that time have abused his 
powers with fradulent intentions, yet his 
responsibility was limited to the restitution 
of the property he had misapplied ; he was 
never made liable to punishment for his mis
conduct. Suppose, before the scandals had 
arisen which gave occasion to the passing 
of the Fraudulent Trustees Act, instances 
had been rife of misappropriation of trust 
funds, and the persons interested in these 
fuads, finding that their sole redress was an 
illusory order directing a bankrupt to refund 
money he had spent, had taken the law into 
their own hanos and committed acts of 
violence on their dishonest guardians. 
What would have been the reflection of in
telligent men on such events ? Would they 
have said it was sad that trustees could not 
be found who were discreet and faithful, 
and that it was sadder to think that their 
wards were passionate and violent, and that 
there were other countries where trustees 
and their wards never quarrelled ? Or 
would they not rather have said that it was 
plain the law was defective which did not 
provide for the punishment, and thereby for 
the repression, of wrongs too frequently 
recurring-?^ It may be, And in a sense it is, 
the fault—thgt is to say, the defect—ot a 
people thakihe peace cannot be preserved 
among them without more definite provi
sions protecting the proper claims of indivi
duals than are found necessary in a neigh
bouring country ; but it is still more clearly 
the fault of the legislature that these claims

should be liable to be violated in the absence 
of means of protection, and should give 
rise to the violence of self-assertion in
consequence.

Another observation must be made in ap
proaching the discussion of the Land Laws 
in Ireland. It is necessary to protest that 
we do not mean to imply by the illustration 
we have used, and we do not in fact believe, 
that it is common for the landlords of Ire
land to outrage the proper claims of their 
tenants. Laws are made not so much for 
the guidance and support of the best as for 
the repression and punishment of the worst 
of a community. If there were no law in 
England against highway robbery, the mast 
of Englishmen would still, as we hope,abstain 
from “taking to the road,” and the existence 
of the law is no more than a confession 
that there are some who in its absence would 
be guilty of the crime which it punishes, at 
there is, indeed, a small number who even 
now commit the offence hoping to escape 
punishment. The law of landlord and tenant 
vests in the landlord in Ireland, as in Eng
land, an immense power ; and if it is found 
as a matter of fact that there is a proportion 
of Irish landlords—although the proportion 
may be so small that their joint acreage may 
be even comparatively contemptible—habi
tually disregarding claims which on any 
principle of Justice must be admitted to be 
rightly put forward by their tenants, a case 
for the intervention of the Legislature, by 
way of stricter definition of mutual rights, 
is established.

One last point must be noticed. Why, it 
will be asked, does not the Irish tenant pro
tect himself ? The letting and hiring of land 
is a matter of contract, and it is open to the 
.cultivator of the soil to prevent any infrac
tion of his just claims by insisting upon ap
propriate stipulations at the commencement 
pf nis tenancy. This touches one of the 
greatest difficulties of the Irish question. 
We have the most unqualified belief that in 
the highest development of our social or
ganization the relations between landlord 
and tenant must be determined by free con
tract, each holding the other at arm’s 
length ; and we hold it to be essential that, 
whatever legislation may be attempted, 
nothing should be done to retard—every 
thing should be done to accelerate—the 
time when the Irish tenant shall bo able to 
contract on a footing of equality w-th the 
land-owner, add shall habitually look upon 
tenancy as a ynatter of contract. It is 
always to be feared as a possible and even 
immipent danger thatinteference may lessen 
the spirit ofi self-reliance in the cultivator 
of the soil, and foster the injurious notion

that he and the soil
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that he and the soil he cultivates are indis
solubly connected. But we are bound to 
look at the facts of the case, and the facts, 

ich as we know them, enforce the conclu- 
on that the Irish peasant cannot even now, 

from over-population and other causes, con
tract freely with his landlord even at the 
commencement of his tenancy, much less 
fortify his position when he is already a 
tenant. Here, however, we are entering 
upon what must be reserved for the subse
quent letters of our correspondent—the 
facts of the tenure of land in Ireland. Our 
immediate purpose is served if we loosen 
and dissipate the prejudices interfering with 
a proper consideration of those facts as 
presented.

OF IRELAND.

No. I.

I have undertaken, at your request, to 
investigate and report up^ih a subject of 
great national importance' The Land Sys
tem of Ireland—that is, the relations 
between the owners and occupiers of the 
soil ia that country, and the social pheno- 
momena resulting from them-r-has for 

tany years-, as your readers know, attracted 
men general and painful attention. Half 
century ago, when, daring the period of 

iistress that followed the war with France, 
Parliament considered the question for the 
irot time, that system had definitively 
issumed a form that, withont_exaggeration, 
nay be described as being melancholy and 
lortentous. Absenteeism, with its numer- 
>us and complicated mischiefs, prevailed to 

enormous extent : and throughout the 
nd large tracts had tillen into the hands 

f needy, and worthless landlords, who, 
inable to fulfil a single duty of property or 
o do anything to improve their estates, 
mid the land in a kind of destructive mort- 
nain, and though only of extracting from 
t as much as it could yield to reckless im- 
irovidence. A considerable area, too, had 
;ome under the control of the Court of 
’hancery, and in many districts a gradation 

interests was interposed between the 
)wner and the cultivator of the soil which 

_ aptly designated as a “barbarous sub- 
nfeuaation” which confused rights, de
stroyed responsibility, checked industry, 
md led to many acts of injustice. More- 
)ver, except in the province of Ulster, 

for many generations a well-Enown 
had given tho tenant jt substantial 

the land was, for the most part, 
a poor peasantry on precarious 
and even where leaseholds were

not uncommon there were few signs of grow
ing improvement. Above all, an immense 
and increasing breadth of the country was 
being rapidly covered by the dense swarms 
of a cottier population, who, intrenching on 
the domain of legitimate husbandry, and 
clinging in wretchedness to their petty hold
ings—their squalid “ cabins and potato gar
dens”—spread over the island a huge mass 
of villagers—multitudinous array of want 
and pauperism.

The consequences of this state of things 
were seen in widespread disorder and poverty, 
and in a complete disorganization of society. 
Except in a few favoured districts, agricul
ture was in a backward condition ; the land 
bore on its face the marks of neglect and 
thriftlessness ; even where nature was most 
kindly, industry seemed generally to lan
guish. By the pressure of population on 
the undeveloped resources of the country, 
the jent of land was qsually forced up to ^ 
point too high for the public good ; it was 
regulated, as has been well said, by the 
competition of starvation, not of capital ; 
and, accordingly, the growth and accumula
tion of the national wealth were ruinously 
checked ; and the occupier of the soil was 
too often the mere dependent serf of his 
landlord, kept in a lifelong state of hopeless 
penury. Owing to the general poverty of 
the peasantry, too, and the subdivision of 
holdings which was one of its effects, the 
iifiprovemerftâ added to the soil were few ; 
the landowner, from his peculiar position, 
was usually able to throw on the occupier 
the burden and cost of the few that were 
made ; and he was too often tempted, on a 
change of tenantry, to appropriate these 
improvements to himself, and to confiscate, 
without an equivalent return, the hardly- 
earned fruits ti another’s industry. Add to 
this, that, from a variety of causes, the 
running up into the historical past, the salu
tary customs and charities of life which in a 
well-ordered state of society adorn the rela
tion of landlord and tenant existed only in a 
few parts of the island, and that by far the 
greater portion old animosities of race and 
sect still separated the classes connected 
with the lana, and we can comprehend what 
elements of mischief were scattered pro
fusely through the community.

The impediments, moreover, to national 
progress that necessarily followed from this 
state of things were by no means the most 
formidable consequence. Society in Ire
land at this period, in the words of a singu
larly calm-minded statesman, was gravitat
ing towards a war of classes, a fierce strug
gle for the means of subsistence. In several 
counties the unfortunate "peasantry, unable

d't N



THE LAND QUESTION

to bear the pressure of want, which seemed 
continually upon the increase, formed com
binations to compel thd (reduction of rent 
and the settlement of wages—a wild endea
vour to fix upon the soil a population it 
could not, in its actual condition, support 
within even an approach to comfort. In 
part, unconsciously to- themselves, the small 
farmers and the mass of cottiers arrayed 
themselves into a set of Trades’ Unions for 
the purpose of regulating property in land, 
so as by some means get a livelihood out of 
it; and, like other Trades’ Unions, they ex
pressed their will by a system of terrorism 
and general outrage. The Whiteboy code 
confronted the law and overcame it in many 
districts, tribunals of assassination and 
violence prescribed the conditions of landed 
tenure, and agrarian crimes increased and 
multiplied, supported far and near by popu
lar sympathy. The upper classes, angry 
and terrified, and backed by the whole 
power of the State, retaliated with no light 
vengeance ; and repeated acts of coercion, 
special commissions to administer relentless 
justice, continual executions and transporta
tions, and law executed with unsparing 
severity were the lamentable and unceasing 
consequences. So threatening was this 
state of society that Sir George Lewis, as 
he surveyed it, wrote of IT in this remark
able language :—“ This system pervades 
the whole community ; it sets the rich 
against the poor ; it sets the poor against 
the rich ; it constantly actuates the whole 
agricultural population in their most ordi 
nary dealings ; it causes sleepless nights and 
anxious days to those who do not individu
ally feel the weight of its vengeance. It is 
not the banding together of a few outcasts 
who betake themselves to illegal courses and 
prey on the rest of the community, but the 
deliberate association of the peasantry, 
seeking by cruel outrage to insure them
selves against the risk of utter destitution 
and abandonment. Its influence, therefore, 
even when unseen, is general ; it is, in fact, 
the mould into which Irish society is cast— 
the expression of the wants and feelings of 
the general community. So far as it is suc
cessful it is an abrogation of the existing 
law, and an abolition of the existing govern
ment, for which it substitutes a dominion, 
beneficial apparently in its immediate con
sequences to the peasantry, but arbitrary,
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than an imperfect Poor Law and measureSserf has in great 
of coercion. A terrible visitation of ProviJinto the agriculturi 
de nee brought nearly to an end an order oSof wages has mere 
things that threatened not only Ireland, baeby every conceivabl 
the empire. The precarious root which haigof production, 
sustained the teeming and im 
Irish peasantry, which, as has i^u ro.u« 
was the material basis on which society iij 
Ireland rested, perished during two consecu" 
tive seasons ; and the nation, after an agon 
izing trial, went through a great and strange 
transformation. The masses of wretched
ness that incumbered the soil were lift 
from it literally in millions, and having ex
perienced a bittiV ordeal, relieved by mag- Irish agriculture, 
nificent Imperial charity, sought the fai that of England < 
West in the continuous waves of an emigre cept in some fortu 
tion unparalled in history. At t he same time 
the whole system of property in Ireland wai 
smitten by a sudden shock; embarrassed 
landlords were involved in ruin; the inter
ests of middlemen, as the clasq of interme 
diate owners wus called, became in most 
instances almost worthless. The fetters in 
which the land was bound wore thus in an] 
extraordinary way loosened, and statesman
ship happily lent its aid to promote a revolu
tion ultimately fortunate. A Poor Law, 
stringent, yet on the whole just, prevented 
poverty from re-settling on the soil, and 
accelerated, as we believe wisely, the emi
gration of the cottier population. The] 
estates of the insolvent landlords wore sold 
and transferred to others by a summary pro-1 
cess, and in this manner an immense areal 
was thrown open to a new class of proprie
tors. At the same time many legislative 
efforts were made to simplify and reform 
tenures, and to attract capital and energy to 
the land ; and the Imperial Exchequer con
tributed largely in loans for the improve 
ment of landed property. The results, con
joined with the natural influence of the mild 
and impartial system of government which 
has now prevailed durin,g many years, can
not be doubtful to a candid enquirer. The

capricious, violent, unprincipled, and aan-
nary, oppressive of the upper and cor

ruptive of the lower classes, and, in the 
long run, most pernicious to the entire 
society.”

This state of society was for many years
‘ i Partithe subject of anxious enquiries in Partia-

material wealth of Ireland has increased in 
a wonderful degree since the great famine. 
Several millions of acres, formerly waste, 
have been reclaimed and permanently en
closed, and throughout the whole country 
agriculture has made remarkable and suc
cessful progress. The worst phenomena of 
the ola state of society have in a great 
degree vanished. What has been called 
landlordism is not felt to be universally an 
intolerable burden; there is no war of mere 
poverty against property. If agrarian con
federacies still exist, they have lost much 
of their baleful activity. Above all, the
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rendition of the poorer classes has passed 
trough a very nappy change ; the cottier 
irf has in great measure been converted 

into the agricultural labourer, and (he rats 
if wages has increased enormously, j’ried 
iy every conceivable economic test—amount 

I of production, returns of industry, propor
tion between the burdens of land and its 
profits, remuneration to labour in its forms, 
accumulation of all kinds of capital—the 
state of Ireland is one of hopeful prosperity 
compared with what it was in the last gene
ration.

Notwithstanding, however,. this decided 
progress, society in Ireland still exhibits not 
a few perplexing and alarming symptoms. 
Irish agnculture, as a rule, is far behind 
that of England or Scotland ; indeed, ex
cept in some fortunate spots, it is still very 
defective and backward. Absenteeism, 
though diminished, still prevails to an extent 
detrimental to the country. Though em
barrassed owners are more uncommon than 
they were, though middlemen tenures have 
been broken up, it cannot be said that 
landed property rests generally on a secure 
basis. The Landed Estates Acts have done 
much good, yet complaints are made that 
in some districts they have introduced a new 
class of proprietors, grasping, mischievous, 
and illiberal. The old dissensions of reli- 
gion and racekeep the owners and occupiers 
of thesoil asunder ; time and change nave 
done something, bjit nojt much, in bridging 
over the chasm between them. While the 
cottier peasantry have almost vanished, and 
the position of the agricultural labourer has 
been improved in a remarkable manner, the 
relations between the landlords and the 
better class of tenants have not been in 
proportion improved. It is said that five- 
sixtns of the land of Ireland is still helcTby 
precarious tenures—yearly tenancies, in a 
real sense at will—and that a growing disin
clination exists to concede even short lease
hold interests. Complaints are made, and 
that not only by trading agitators but 
.by thinking men, that the pressure of 
rent is~still excessive ; that it does not 
allow the Irish farmer a fair and reasonable 
margin of profit. It is said, too, that the 
great mass of improvements which are 
added to the soil are the product of the 
industry of the tenant, and not of the outlay 
of the proprietor ; that landlords have too 
often the power, and in some instances 
have shown the will, to appropriate these 
improvements to their own Benefit by direct 
or indirect means ; and that injustice, ac
cordingly, is not seldom donej and agricul
tural progress is seriously impeded. It 
would appear, too, that there are few signs

Zof an increasing growth of thé kingly senti
ments that should knit the landed classes 
together ; indeed, according to some re
ports, there has been a tendency in an oppo
site direction. More than all, those foul 
confederacies ef blood, so long the curse of 
Irish society, have never been completely 
dissolved, and of late, unhappily, have given 
proofs of continuing and even renewed 
vitality. Though agrarian outrages are few 
compared with what they were thirty years 
ago, several agrarian crimes of the very 
worst type have been perpetrated during 
the last eighteen months/; the spirit that 
fosters this wicked conspiracy, and that 
assures for it impunity ahd sympathy, sur
vives in a great part of the nation ; nor has 
it ceased with the cessation of the cause 
that formerly made it so fierce and intense 
—the extreme want of a half-starving pea
santry. Nor must we forget that at this 
moment the Government will not intrust the 
immense majority of the occupiers of the 
land in Ireland with firearms ; that until 
the other day the Habeas Corpus Act was 
suspended throughout the whole island ; that 
a Minister oy the Crown not long ago 
admitted that if Fenian ism had enjoyed a 
momentary triumph it would have obtained 
the support, as it had the good-will of an 
unknown number of tho agricultural classes.

This train of phenomena? which never 
ceased to attract the attention of thinking 
persons, has now forced itself into public 
notice. The Irish Land Question has be
come a subject of wide national interest, 
and will tike up a great deal of the time of 
Parliament in the next Sessson. As might 
have been expected, as it is viewed in differ
ent aspects by different interests, opinion 
respecting it varies considerably ; but there 
is a general conviction that some change is 
required, and violent measures have been 
put forward as the only solution of the. 
problem. Men of all parties have admitted 
the necessity of one reform of evident 
justice—the securing the Irish tenant com
pensation for the improvements he may 
nave annexed to the soil ; but several bills 
introduced with this object have, for differ
ent reasons, proved unsuccessful. Mean
while, even the most practical statesmen 
allow that the relations of landlord and 
fenimt in Ireland are n&t in a satisfactory 
state, and reforms of a very radical kind have 
been advocated by a not contemptible party. 
It is urged that the ordinary rights of owner
ship in land in Ireland must be largely 
modified in order to protect the rights of 
the occupiers, and that, in the interest of 
thé whole community, the Irish farmer 
should be assured a firmer hold than he has

y
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l

tjyU mJ on the soil. It is said that as Irish society 
is, the absoIuteUomiuion Of the landed pro- 

C4 I prietor is irreconcilable with the public 
A ‘ J 6°°d ; that it places his tenant in a state of
vAXw*. jpflre dependence ; that rack rents, precari- 

! ons tenures, diacontent,'~hatred, injustice', QuujJi and'cnîne àre (Be miserable "hut inevitable 
/ Vreeullsj and that Ireland can have neither 

Uyflty* prosperity nor peace until the occupying 
tenantry shall have obtained a_more durable 
interest in the land than they^are likely to 

j . /have as things now are. Schemes, accord- 
HJ v '-i; v JLjngiyf 0f tho most revolutionary character, 

amounting in substance to a transfer of the 
soil from the landlord to the tenant, subject 
to a qnit rent, have been propounded by 
men o!Tn5 small reputation in economic 
science, and are known to find favour in 
the eyes of some at least of the Roman 
Catholic hierarchy. Even statesmen of the 
highest distinction, and conscientious of] 

J * i their great responsibility, seem lolhinkThat 
(l-A the landed system of Ireland must be 

/ changed in some way that shall augment 
JllU li- the interest of the occupier in his holding, 

though, with the exception of Mr. Bright, 
perhaps, "their language has hitherto been 
vague and undefined.

This, therefore, is the Irish Land Ques
tion, which I have undertaken to examine 
for you in its phenomena, and, if possible, 
its causes, not merely in books but in my 
own enquiry ; nor should I have accom
plished your object, were I not to review 
the principles, at least, of the measures con
sidered applicable to it, 1 approach the 
task with sincere distrust in my own power 
to perform it well, yet I hope that I may be 
able to throw some degree.of light on this 
important subject; for, in the first place, 
my principal business will be to collect ana 
recoid facts which must be useful to inform 
opinion, and I write with no instructions 
from you save to find out the truth and 
report it fairly. In the next place, I take up 
the enquiry with no peculiar theory of mv 
own that is likely to cause me to see evi
dence wrongly ; < and, especially, I have a 

j V settled conviction that, as the still existing
IcuA ®U*S °f Ireland may be traced to a variety

■ fol i

%!
of causes and ascend to the remote past, so--- - - - - . _ ____ *JB! .
it is idle to imagine that they can all be re
moved by any single or sudden panacea.

* No. H.
Tipperary, July 26.

I have left Dublin for this place, having 
thought it advisable, for several reasons, to 
visit Tipperary in the first instance. It is

unnecessary tot me to record at any lengl 
my impressions of the metropolis of Ir
land. Many of your readers are, ot c<___,
familiar with its pretentious squares, its fine 
public buildings, its wide streets, and its ex
tensive suburbs, and few, perhaps, woule 
care to know much about its poorer and 
less prosperous quarters. Like all the great 
cities of these kingdoms, Dublin has par
ticipated in the rapid progress of this gene
ration in material opulence. Compared 
with what they were twenty years ago, its tho
roughfares are brilliant and gay, the shops 
and quays are busy and thronged ; there is 
a marked improvement in the street archi
tecture, in the large warehouses and in the 
public vehicles. Yet Dublin retains essen
tially unchanged its peculiar and rather 
singular characteristics. It has not the 
splendor ot a real capital ; it wants the look 
of energetic and thnfty industry that be
longs to most of our great centres of com
merce. Its public edifices, monuments for 
the most part of the extravagance and the 
taste of the Irish Parliament, contrast 
painfully with the decaying aspect of many 
of the masses of dwellings around. 
Its big squares, qÉ| the broad approaches 
to them, are lma out in stateliness 
and pomp, but they seem slatternly in 
their magnificence, and the mansions, with 
a great aeal of display, are often deficient 
in genuine comfort. The tide of life runs 
thinly and weakly through spaces enli
vened by few equipages ; the streets 
seem usually too large for the traffic; at 
night the gas-light hardly subdues the dark
ness; by day there is comparatively little of 
the roar and din of flourishing trade. In 
some particulars the features of Dublin are 
remarkable, and not a little significant. Al
though a place of very great antiquity, the 
existing town is comparatively modern ; 
few of the buildings are of an earlier date 
than the first years of the 18th century ; 
and while Dublin abounds in memorials of 
the Protestant colony that became ascend
ant after the Revolution of 1688, and of 
Protestant denomination in many forms, it is 
not rich in associations that run up to a 
remote era of Irish history. In few cities 
is the contrast between the rich and the poor 
more offensively marked—regions of squalid 
lanes, and foul, noisome streets, that look 
all the more miserable because the rickety 
and dilapidated houses are for the meet 
part of recent origin, are the habitations of 
the mass of the poor ; notwithstanding many 
excellent charitable institutions ; the sani
tary arrangements of the place are bad : 
until lately the water supply was disgrace
ful ; and the Liffey, a filthly and huge sewer,
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larged with the seeds of fever and pesti- 
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it the frequent couples of military police, 
jnged at the edges by a following mob, 
iat meet continually the spectator’s gaze, 
imind you that Fenianism has been threat- 
ling, and that you are no longer in one of 
le cities of England.
You leave Dublin for Tipperary by that 
:cellent line the Great Southern and West- 
n. The route except at few intervals, 

[here all is level to the far horizon, follows 
ir the most part a broad tract between 
inges of opposite hills, that, here swelling 
ito high eminences, and there sinking into 
iere|uplands at various distances shut m the 
indscape. This tract, ascending about 
jid-way to the height of the great watershed 
jt Leinster, and then a falling by a gentle de
cline, presents a vast diversity of feature, 
tut until the end of the journey is ap- 
iroached it is not very picturesque or inter
ring. The scenery of the valley of the 
-tiffey is pleasing and rich, but rather tame ; 
|t is laid out in well-squared fields and en- 
losures, thickly studded with country seats 
,nd farms ; but the husbandry is not re- 
narkably good, the oats seem short and the 
lurnips sickly, and the meadows are crowded 
nth huge haycocks—one of the chief blots 
if agriculture in Ireland—which are left out 
to tan and decay until antumn. After leav
ing Kildare the train runs along the edge of 
he central plain of Leinster |and across the 
leads of several of the streams that ulti- 
nately reach the sea at Waterford ; and be- 
lide Maryborough it skirts the range of the 
twelling Slivebroom hills, which for centu
ries gave the Celtic clans a broad line of 
lefence against the English invader. This 
listrict is generally of little interest ; the 
toil is for the most part poor; bogs and 
narshes, their waters not carried off by the 
ilnggish and slowly descending streams, 
itretch out drearily in many places ; the 
fields are often ill-drained and culitvated ; 
god country houses and homesteads are 
are f the Irish mud-cabin is too frequently 
leen; the few towns are ill-built villages of 
low gray houses with bad slate roofs, ending 
in rows of miserable thatched dwellings. As 
Munster and the heads of the Suir are 
neared a favorable change passes over 
the scene ; bold and lofty hills trend 
down to plains, in places gay with magnifi
cent verdure ; the face of the country, often 
dotted with fine plantations and extensive 
parks, with rich breadths of meadow and

Cre between, wears a more bright arid 
iant aspect ; and the crops in the deep 
and fertile tilth seem to defy the drought

jmJL• -i

and love the summer. After traveling 
miles of country of this'.kind the jutting . * ! 
peaks of the Gal ties are seen rising against cJLujlA 
the sky; and having passed the Limerick 
Junction, you reach the little town of Tip
perary, not far from a stream to which 
Celtic fancy has given the name of “ well 
of the plains.” ■

Tipperary differs in few respects from the 
small country towns of the south ot Ireland.
The place lies within’the shadow of a.range 
—covered in long breadths by plantations 
of fir—high over which and divided from it 
by the beautiful valley of Aberlow, the 
scene of many a fierce conflict between the 
chiefs of Ormond and Despond, rise the . 
crests of the Galties. Tho'striels, irregular, 
but tolerably wide and clean, are composed ' 
of square houses of stone and slate, for the 
most part built in the last century, and per
haps then the resort of .'the local gentry ; 
ana these terminate in an Irish town of 
squallid and low-thatched mud-cabins, the 
habitations of the poorer population. High 
above towers the commanding steeple of 
the Roman Catholic Church, lately erected 
by voluntary subscription, its doors open to 
reverent crowds, wha kneel as they pass the 
Cross hard by. It seems to look down on 
the attenuated spire of the English church 
—the name given to the edifices of the Es
tablishment by the peasantry of Munster— 
as it stands enclosed within its walled 
graveyard. The shops of Tipperary seem 
not bad; their fronts are brighter with 
paint and gilding than is usually the case in 
Ireland, and the town, though not in the 
least interesting, wears a look on the whole, 
of thriving industry. There are several 
Banks and some public buildings, none of 
these, however, requiring notice except the 
school founded by Erasmus Smith, an Eng- / '/ 
lish adventurer, who received large grants rf" <it 
of forfeited land from Cromwell, ana who 
endowed schools in'several parts of Ireland, 
for the education of the children If his 
fellow settlers, and for the advancement of 
that Protestant faith, which* Ireland^] as a 
nation, wiU not accept. Tipperary has lost - , 
the feeble manufacturé it had in the days of ",,
Arthur Young, and its trade is for the most ^vZv/ivtt M 
part confined to the sale of com and butter 
for export, and to retail commodities for 
the adjoining districts. This business, how
ever, is not inconsiderable, and several hund
red thousand pounds are exchanged annually 
in the article of butter. The population of 
Tipperary, like that of the inland towns of ,1. J - 
Ireland, has diminished greatly of late years ; 
it was, 7,001 in 1861 ; 6,900 by the last 
Census ; and it is now certainly considerably 
less.

LftiUt
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itry around Tipperary, however 
is the immediate" subject of my inquiry 
This district is near the centre of a tract, 
the celebrated Golden Vale of Munster, 
that extends like a broad wedge westward, 
between ranges of opposite hills, from be
yond Cashel far into Limerick. This tract 
is, for the most part, an undulating plain of 
resplendent verdure, in places rising into 
knolls and eminences ; and nature has 

- V/ blessed it with a fertility almost unrivalled 
(( -in the British Islands. “I think," wrote
t/„ , Arthur Young 90 years ago, “ it is 

t^e richest soil I ever saw, and such as is 
* applicable to Wéry'purpose you can wish ;^J 

it will fat the largest bullock, and at the 
same time do equally well for sheep, for 
tillage,, for turnips, for wheat, for Deans, 
and, in a word, for every crop and circum
stance of husbandry.” In the days of that 
intelligent observer the whole region was a 
vast expanse, in which the neglect and in
dolence of man seemed to mar and deface 
the çifts of natur e ; nor was there any ex
ception in the neighbourhood of the tewn of 
Tipperary. Arthur Young remarked, “ In 
no part of Ireland have 1 seen more careless 
management than in these rich island?. The 
face of the country is that of desolation ; 
the grounds arc overrun with thistles, rag
wort, Ac., to excess ; the fences are mounds 
of earth full of gaps ; there js no wood, 
and the general countenance is such that 
you must examine into tns soil before you 
will believe that a country which has so 
beggarly an appearance can be so rich and 
fertile." At that time, in truth, compara
tively little had been effected in the way of

ginning to be forced from the soil, eked n Jnelosed and fciict 
a miserable existence on the potato*111! banks that usut 
Arthur Young notices, with coiitemptumAasto a great breai 
scorn, the barbarous husbandry of this raceBjat thorough dra 
squatted in increasing crowds on thei; 
scanty allotments, and their half savage and 
degraded aspect.
.Since that period a great change has passed
over this fertile district. I have visited thSut tbe thick mass
country around Tipperary on a circle ol 
several miles in extent ; and though much 
yet remains to be done, the scene is gene-BJ - ---------  — — ~7 —— qvmow y r .
rally one ot wealth and prosperity. A fewBnoisture. inis is
fine seats and mansions may be seen, which 
in their ornamental grounds, their culti.' 
vated fields, their graceful plantations, and 
their luxuriant gardens, rival those of a simi
lar class in England. The whole country has 
been enclosed Tong ago, and though partly 
owing to the value of the pastures, 
wood does not abound, nor are the 
lauds laid out regularly or well fenced, 
the view on all sides is rich and magnificent. 
A small breadth comparatively of the soil 
is in tillage ; but the crops are with rare 
exceptions,fine, the oats with full ears and Ion g 
straw, the turnips thick in strong green lines, 
the potatoes well closed over their ridges, 
and the appliances of husbandry are usu
ally good. Some excellent farmsteads, well 
built and well slated houses and offices, may 
be seen; those on the beautiful estate of 
Lord Derby especially, as well as his admi
rable labourers’ cottages, seemed to me 
worthy of particular notice. The real1 
wealth of this district, however, consists in 
its noble grass lands, unequalled, perhaps

B

save in the vicinity, and in some parts of
improvement. In some places country seat*! Meath and Westmeath. The^ mowers the

been built, where rude Barry Lyndons 
and fighting Fitz-Qeralds led a life of coarse 
extravagance and vice, and kept down the 
subject Irishry around: and here and there 
only a gentleman of a hotter class has 
introduced germs of a progressive hus
bandry. Parks and gardens occasionally 
met the eye ; some large farms had been 
well enclosed ; and attempts had been suc
cessfully made to cross the native breeds of 
swine and of cattle. But these signs ‘of 
culture and taste were rare, and speaking 
generally, the character of the landscape 
was uncouth wildness in the midst of fer
tility. Vast herds of shaggy and long
horned kin»' "Oumed over broad spaces that 
never knew the plough ; and at wide inter, 
vais the rude dwellings of the petty squireen 
and large grazier arose. Along the edges 
of the roads, for the most part wretched 
lanes of mud cabins, were tne habitations 
of the cottier peasantry, who, already be-

other day seemed hidden in the uncut 
meadows ; their scythes turned an enormous 
swathe ; every hayfield was dense with its 
numerous cocks, Far and wide broad and 
and fat pastures extend, browsed over by 
sleek and largo kine ; and here the intelli-

Eof man has done much to second the 
bounty of nature, for the breeds are 
usually ot a very fine description. As re

gards the general appearance of the peasan
try, I saw in the country very few traces of
poverty ; the men and women seemed gen
erally well fed, not ill clad, and of decent 
appearance ; and even the small farmers 
had a good class of horses. But it is not to 
be supposed that the external aspect of the 
scene is in all respects favourable. The 
farmhouses vary exceedingly in ouality, a 
large proportion being very inferior dwel
lings ; and mud cabins, that eyesore of the 
Irish landscape, and still not infrequent in 
many places. The big fields, too, are ill-
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Inclosed and feiiced, and the wide dykes 
Hid banks that us bally divide them not only 
faste a great breadth of ground, but show 
îat thorough drainage is much wanting, 
this, indeed, is evidently the chief defi- 
jiency in the farming throughout this whole 
listrict Lord Derby’s estate is well drained, 
Lnd so are those of some other proprietors ; 
fut the thick masses of rushes and coarse 
trass that in many places spread over the 
ields prove that, even now, in the Brought of 
hummer, the subsoil is charged witn injurious 
tioistnre. This is especially the case with 
the valley of the river which flows beside 
[he town of Tipperary, and which in winter, 

hear, is often a wide flooded lake ; and 
I peaking generally, a large expenditure of 
capital and industry would still bo required 
to develope fully the resources of this tract, 

[considered merely as a vast patronage.
In my next letter I shall give an account 

| of the social economy of this neighbour
hood and ot the phenomena it presents.

H •tJv. & ' ' — « d’Jr r'

Wo publish to-day a letter from our Spe
cial Commissioner in Ireland, dated “Tip
perary.” The name is a word of evil omen 
in the ears of men of good will." If there 
tie any feeling of passionate resentment in 
Ireland, it is in Tipperary that it comes to 
a head. The return of an ungenial season 
is there marked by a revival of crime. For 
a few prosperous years all may be quiet, and 
we would willingly persuade ourselves that 
the turbulent spirit had been exorcised for 
ever ; but there comes a check in the pro
ductiveness of the seasons, oats fail, the 
potato is cut down by disease, there has 
been a catching hav harvest, it has been ill- 
saved, aud then the old spirit of violence 
blazes forth anew, as if the progress we 
had hoped had been achieved were but a 
delusion. The state of Tipperary is, in 
fact a test of the health of Ireland. It is 
the weak spot in its polity, to which dis
order naturally flies, and where it is sure 
to make itself manifest Nor is it unwor
thy of notice that in Tipperary the Irish 
race has a greater admixture of immigrant 
blood than is to be found elsewhere in 
Catholic Ireland. Observers remark that 
the men of the county are cast in a larger 
mould than their countrymen of Connaught 
and of the further south, and the energy 
which gives expression to its feelings of 
discontent jias been attributed to. the 
promu» ot'a torwgn element

It is in this region, which nature has 
blessed and man has cursed, that oar Com
missioner has sought to discover the cssen- 

B

tinl causes of the dissatisfaction oi Irishmen.
If Tipperary is the readiest to break into 
outrage. Tipperary ought to show most 
plainly the reasons of its violence, 
pastures are among the richest in the 
worliL They are clothed with perpetual 
verdure, and the springs of unceasing 
fertility never fail. But its broad valleys, 
with their soft and slow rivers, fed by the 
mountain ranges which enclose them, har
bour a sullen population. The agricultural 
labourers are “not free from a vague sen
timent o! discontent ; they furnished a 
“ good supply of recruits to the Fenian 
“ ‘army’ which in 1867 was marshalled hero 
“ by ‘General’ Burke ; it is from their 
“ ranks for the most part that the perpe- 
“ trators of agrarian crimes are selected." 
The class just above them share their feel
ings. “ Nor are the farmers as a body 
“ contented ; they are, many of them, dis- 
“ satisfied in a vague way ; they put for- 
“ ward many distinct grievances ; they are 
“ not, as the corresponding class in Eng- 
“ land is, conservative in feeling." A 
certain vagueness, it will he seen, attaches 
in each case to the complaints which are- 
heard ; not unfrequently the grounds of dis 
content crumble away when they are sub
jected to the tests ot enquiry ; even when 
the existence of substantial hardship is 
proved, we see that there is so much that is 
faulty on the side of the complainants that 
it is hard to deal with an equal hand between 
the accused and the accusers. Some occa
sions of evil are, however, made clear as the 
result of investigation. “ The landowners,” 
writes our Commissioner, “are, w th hardly 
“ an exception, Protestants, and the tenants 
“ are nearly all Roman Catholics.” It re
quires a very slight exercise of the imagina
tion to understand what this implies. We 
must remember that we are dealing with a 
people no more instructed than their neigh
bours to distinguish between what is rea| 
and what is apparent, and hitherto it 
has seemed to the Catholic farmer that he 
was not merely called upon to pay rent to 
his landlord, but to bring his tribute to 
maintain means of religious worship at his 
landlord’s desfre. ^fyire than this, the Estab
lishment put the landlord in direct opposi
tion to his tenant, iW it made the one fight 
to upheld what the\>ther was pledged by 
every motive he held sacred to overturn. 
A relation like this produced a reflex action 
even more lamentable. A landowner who 
was taught from his infancy that Roman 
Catholicism was unmitigated evil, and that 
the priest was his natural enemy, was not 
without means of acting upon this teaching. 
His tenants desire to erect a chapel in
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which the sacred offices of their religion 
may be ' celebrated he refuses a site, 
which would be turned, so he tells them 
himself, into a means of idolatry. They 
would like to build a residence for their 
friend and spiritual guide ;—the landlord 
drives him beyond bis borders, so that 
the peasant whose child is dying unbapti
zed, whose wife, is agonizing for the last 
sacraments, sees those he loves perish un- 
houseled because the priest lives afar. 
We do not say instances like these are 
common. Whatever has been done in other 
years, they are now rare ; but let any one 
judge of the madness of passion a single 
example would provoke against the domi
nation that could thus put—for this is their 
creed—souls in peril. It must be admitted,
too, that the immediate effect of the aboli
tion of the Irish Establishment will probably 
be a revival of bigotry on the part of 
Protestant Landlords, a haidening of their 
hearts against their tenants, and it may 
be necessary to take measures to counter 
act the evils that might otherwise ensue. 
The second evil detected by our Commis
sioner is more commonly recognized, but 
while appearing easbr of solution its re
moval is, perhaps, more difficult. “ The 
“ largest landholders are absentees, who 
“ seldom or never visit the neighbourhood.” 
Their estates hre, indeed, generally well- 
managed, and the mere fact that rent is 
spent in one county instead of another is, 
although the doctrine is hard to learn, of 
no real i mportance. But the absence of 
great landlords is most felt in its effects 
upon small landlords. The latter are not 
taught by example the principle involved

%¥
a ’ , "cmcasion of much that is
(LkJtA-4 ' social condition of Ireland,

JfO

in the maxim" Noblesse oblige.’1 We do not 
^ wish to bring a railing accusation against 

any une, but we fear it is undeniable that 
-the Irish landlord of inferior rank is the 

darkest/in the
_T___________  IftAtfimreen!!’

‘bockeen,’ or whatever else he may be 
called, is# most uncivilizing element in any 
society. Mr. Bright’s scheme for facilitating 
the sale of the estates of the absentee land
lords would leave this class to their own de
vices, unchecked even by such examples as 
the agents of the great proprietors afford,and 
if we press upon absentee? the propriety 
of residing a certain portion of each year 
upon their Irish domains, we know the diffi
culties which prevent such a course, even 
where it is really desired. The last evil in the 
social organization of Tipperary springs from 
the joint action of tKe two facts that " the 
“ tenancies are nearly all at will,” and that, 
“ with some not inconsiderable exceptions, 
** and those chiefly of modem date, all that

tl has been done for the improvement of th° j 
11 land has been the work of the occupi- j 

ers, not of the owners. From these two j 
circumstances flow consequences transcend
ing all others in their influence on the state I 
of Ireland, and it we do not dilate upon 
them now, nor investigate proposals for 
their mitigati on, it is not for want of appre
ciating their reality, but because we shall I 
have other opportunities of discussing them j 
in a way befitting their importance.

The survey of Tipperary is not wholly 
without bright points relieving^ its darker 
tints. “ The condition of the agricultural I 
" labourer has improved ma/vclously of late 
" years.” The incredible distress and pri
vations, the periodical starvation, reported 
by the Devon Commission have passed 
away. The condition of the labourer does, 
in fact, in some cases, excite the jealousy of | 
the farmers. The latter, however, have ex
perienced a similar advance in social condi
tion. Our Commissioner makes an estimate 
that the price of farm produce in Tipperary 
has trebled, and the quantity of produce 
increased one-half, since Arthur Young's 
days—or, in other words, the money worth 
of the produce of a farm has been more 
than quadrupled ; but a comparison of rent- | 
als shows that the rent paid has not on an 
average been more than (lobbied, and the 
profits of farming has therefore increased in 
an extraordinary proportion. The redaction 
of the-population of the district by emigra
tion, and the opening up of the English 
markets by the developement of steam navi
gation ana railways, are causes of this im
provement, and both still continue to 
operate. It will be asked why we should 
not let well alone. The answer is simple. 
Emigration produces more than one conse
quence, and among them none must be 
borne more constantly in mind than the fact 
that it has taught the Irish peasant to com
pare his condition with that of the labourer 
across the Atlantic rather than with that of 
his grandfather before him. He has tasted 
the fruit of the tree of knowledge,'âhdTi’e 
jumps to conclusions he would renounce if 
he had eaten more of it. He cannot un
derstand why, if he is willing to work as 
hard in Tipperary as in A mericn, he should 
not be abb to live, and to live as well in 
one as in the other. The Legislator may 
lament an error so perverse, but he is 
bound to take note of ii He must sec that 
the law does not permit any injustice to 
remain unredressed which may serve to 
countenance this flagrant misconception ; 
he must remove the possibility of wrong 
before he can be content with a good con
science to stand by and let the Irish labour.
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No. III.

Tipperary, Aug. 3.
I shall n,ow endeavour to give you an ac- 

iount of the social arrangements of this 
leighbourhood, referring especially to its 

landed system ; and in doing so I shall con- 
ine myself to existing facts, postponing the 
lonsideration of causes, and any attempt to 
Iraw general inferences, to a subsequent 
itage of this enquiry. Having conversed 
"reely with persons of all classes, landown- 
irs, their agents and immediate dependants, 
icclesiastics of the Roman Catholic Church, 

lof the highest and of inferior degrees, offi- 
[cials charged with the administration of 
justice, men in business, bankers, mer
chants, end shopkeepers, I have received a 

it deal of valuable information ; and 
[this, coupled with my own observation, en
ables me to supply a report, I do not doubt, 
in the main accurate. Like all those who 
have had to deal with questions involving 
numerous interests, viewed in a great diver
sity of lights, and obscured or distorted by 
passion or prejudice, I have heard some 
wild and exaggerated statements, and have 
been obliged to exercise my judgment in 
reconciling and balancing evidence ; but, 
notwithstanding difficulties of this kind. I 
think that what I am abojit to say will be 
found sufficiently correct and trustworthy.

In the first place, then, as to one particu
lar of the greatest importance in considering 
the general state of any district, there is, 
happily, little difference of opinion. The 
condition of the agricultural labourer about 
Tipperary, as elsewhere in Ireland, has im
proved marvellously of late years. The 
tillers of the soil here, in the days of Arthur 
Young, were usually cottiers, living on a 

• patch of potato ground, rented at from £3 
•to £5 an acre, worked out in wages at 6d. a 

day. At this rate the cotlier was generally 
able to support his family in coarse plenty 
upon the lowest description of food ; but he 
was evidently in extreme poverty. Seventy 
years afterwards, at the period of the Devon 
Commission, the rent of the cottier had 
risen from £6 to £19, his wages having only 
increased to 8d, while the price of all com
modities had advanced, so that he had 
relatively declined in the social scale ; and 
as a large mass of agricultural labourers 
had grown .up, detached from the soil, and

without even the advantages of a cottier, 
this whole class was on the verge of abject 
wretchedness. “ The distress and privations 
these people endure," said a witness before 
the Devon Commission, respecting the 
labourers near Tipperary, “ are incredible 
except to those who witness them ; there is 
a penodical starvation in this town for’wsnt 
of employment.” All this, fortunatëlÿTTias 
1Séen completely changed ; and, partly owing 
to the progress of wealth, partly to the 
beneficial effects of the Poor Law, but 
principally to the results of the immense 
emigration which" has occurred since 18TC-8, 
thé agricultural population around Tippe
rary are in a state of comparative affluence. 
I have already intimated that in dress and 
looks they appear for the most part decent 
and comfortable ; aud, considered fairly, 
they are as well off as the same class in 
many English counties. The agricultural 
labourer of this neighbourhood is ho longer 
a cottier serf, or in a position even more 
miserable ; his wages average from sgven to 
lime shillings a week, paid in cash regularly 
all the year round, or a full equivalent in 
money and food, the rent of hip dwelling 
being about £1 10s., and he has in a great 
measure given up the potato, and substitu
ted for it a better diet. Indeed, his condi
tion in some places excites the jealousy of 
the farmers. I asked the tenantry of Bally- 
cohey—the scene of Mr. Scully's exploits 
last year—if they had any grievances now to 
complain of, and the answer I received was 
that “all would be blooming, but that the 
farm boys insisted on getting their bit, their 
lodging; and £1 a month."

In point of material comfort, therefore, 
the agricultural labourers of this neighbour
hood may be said to be in a satisfactory 
state. let this class seems to be not free 
from a vague sentiment of discontent ; they 
furnished a good supply of recruits to the 
Fenian ‘‘army" which, in 1867, was marshal
led, hard by, by “General” Burke ; it is from 
their ranks for the most part, that the perpe
trators of agrarian crimes are selected. 
Turning, now, to the relations between the 
owners and occupiers "oTTFo soil, I have to 
present a picture of more varied outline, 
more complicated in its lights and shadows, 
more difficult to comprehend aud interpiet. 
Materially, I have reason to believe the con
dition of the mass of the tenant farmers cor
responds with that of ’the country around, 
which, although not cultivated or improved 
to any thing like a high point, wears, on the 
whole, a look of prosperity. In this, as in 
other parts of Ireland, the land 25 years ago 
waa engrossed to a great extent by masses ot 
cottiers, whose intense competition caused
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rents in many cases to be extravagantly 
EgE, and also considerably diminished the 
proper area 'of legitimate and remunerative 
nnsnandry. This class has now. for the most 
part, disappeared, and thougn the change 
was necessarily accompanied by an im
mense amount of suffering and hardship, and 
occasionally, doubtless, of cruel wrong, the 
benefit which has resulted from it cannot be 
questioned. The land around Tipperary is 
now held in farms varying from 200 to ten 
and even five acres in size, 20 and 30 acres 
being very common ; and, from every enqui- 
ty I have made, the occupiers, as a rule, are 
reasonably thriving. Trie re is, as I have
said, but little tillage, the great staple being 
dairy produce ; and, at the average prices of 
flie last ten years, this mode of farming has 
been extremely profitable. In fact, though 
the homesteads and farm offices in this 
neighbourhood are seldom well built, and 
though the farmers are disinclined to exhi
bit the outward signs of wealth, it is impos
sible not to see that they are usually comfort
able ; and I have been informed, on the very 
best authority, that many of them have good 
balances in tne Banks, and what I was very 
glad to hear, that the small holders were 
doing as well as the large. As for the rate 
of rent, I do not think it high, considering 
the*ocTmirable fjûalîîÿ' of thelund, and its 
proximity to several excellent markets ; ai 
though 1 have heard some complaints- 
rack rents, these instances, I am convinced, 
are exceptional, and rents are generally 
paid without difficulty. From a comparison 
moreover, of different periods, 1 am satisfied 
that the burden of rent on the tenant has 
been steadily diminishing ; and though rents 
have been gradually rising, I do not think, 
as a general rule, they are as high as might 
have neen expected. In the days of Arthur 
Young the rent of this district was from 15s. 
to1 about 60s. the Irish acre —that is from 9s. 
to 30s. the English ; when the Devon Com
mission held its enquiry it had risen from 
30s. to above £3—that is, taking the propor
tion from about 18s. to 36s. ; it is now, pro
bably, from 36s. to £3. 5s.—in other woids, 
at the same scale, from £1. Is. 7d. to 39s. 
the English acre. But in the days of 
Arthur Young the prices of farm produce 
about 'Tipperary were" not much more than 
a third of what the; 
avërïï":
probal _ _ ____
period of the Devon Commission the rate

ct proportion may be difficult t 
u, I have no doubt as to the gen-1

the exact 
ascertain, 
eral conclusion.

I do not hesitate, then, to assert that 
the occupiers of the soil around Tipperary] 
are, in a material point of view, oy no 
means an nnprosperons class. Yet the re-f 
sources of the country are not half devel
oped ; its wealth is duo to its natural] 
fertility, and nol much to fhe industry of 
naan "; and its agriculture IT Backward^ and 
in most cases, what may be called its ag-1 
«cultural plant and fixed capital is of an] 
inferior description. Nor are the farmers,: 
as a body, contented ; they are many of I 
them, dissatisfied in a vague way ; they put 
forward jyyeral distinct grievances ; they are 
not, as the corresponding class in England, 
is, conservative in feeling. This state ot] 
things may in part be ascribed to certain ex
isting facts in society around.The landowners] 
are, with hardly an exception, Protestants, 
and the tenants are nearly all Roman Cath
olics ; and those who know what antag
onism of class religious differences cause in 
Ireland will at once see how injurious to 
.progress this single circumstance inevitably 
is. Again, the largest landowners are 
absentees, who seldom or never visit the

of prices and the sum of the produce were, 
perhaps 20 per cent, less than they are at
present. It follows thaï the" real pressure 
of rent is considerably less in 1869 than 
it was in 1779 or in 1844; and though

burhood : and though their estates

e nancies tire nearly 
, all months not

ci.
afe^enerally well managed—that of Lord 
Derby especially so, to judge merely from 

appearance—the agent can never supply 
theplace of the resident proprietor, and the 
kindty link that ought to unite the tenant 
and his superiors being broken, the 
whole frame of society suffers in 
consequence. By these means a barri
er is raised between the classes con
nected with the soil, and the natural rela
tions between landlord and tenant are 
occasionally marred by hardship and wrong. 
With some not inconsiderable exceptions, 
and those chiefly of modern date, all that 
has been done here for the improvement of 
the land, the draining, enclosing, and/tmild- 
ing of farmsteads, has been the work/of the

not of the owners :
le occupiers, during their tenancies1,-, have, 

of course received the accruing benefit, 
they complain that, as a general rule) they 
have obtained no allowance or compensa
tion. They say, moreover, that in; some 
instances, their rents have been actually 
enhanced in consequence of what they have 
thus done, and that they are discouraged 
from improving by a general apprehension 
of such a result ; ana though I have not 
been able to find out well-authenticated 
cases of such injustice, I have little doubt 
that some might be discovered. Further
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id. Further- 
igly few ; the

enancies 6re nearly all at wilj, determinable 
t a six months notice lo quit ; and though 
can affirm wlïïi confidence that no general

ystem of oppression exists, and that evic- 
lons from land are rare, it is evident that, 
inder these conditions of tenure, the tenants 

!. xei me re*re at the merev of their landlords ; and it 
not half devel-^ qm!b certain that some members of this 

lass, not united by kindly associations and 
èelings with that in complete subjection to 
t, occasionally abuse their dominant posi- 
ion. Another circumstance connected with 
he system of tenure requires particular 
ittentlon. On many, perhaps the majority 
if estates an outgoing tenant is accustomed 
o sell thé good-will of his interest ; very 
arge prices are paid in this way for hold- 
ngs usually only at will, and though legally 
i purchaser acquires no new right, it is 
mpossible to satisfy him that by his outlay 
îe has not become virtually a part proprie 
or. In most instances this tenant-right is 
rcated by the landlord with respect, But in 

some it has been disregarded ; it has no 
sanction whatever from law, and T have 

,rd of cases lrTwEicIT anTncoming tenant 
has been capriciously evicted though he 
had paid his rent, and though ho zhad, per- 
iaps, invested £10 an rcre as a premium 
for merely obtaining possession. Such cases 
are extremely rare, but when they occur it 
s difficult to deny that the tenant suffers 

very great hardship.
These facts fairly account, I think, for a 

great deal of the dissatisfaction that may 
be observed among the jjirming classes, and 
for much of the backwardness of the coun
try. when moral (^visions, broad and deep, 
keep the owners and occupiers of the soil 
apart ; when large tracts are deprived of the 
presence of those whose duty it is to make 
the relations of landlord and tenant gra
cious; when the delicate but all-powerful 
chord of sympathy is wanting to knit a com
munity together ; when it is in the power of 
a dominant class to appropriate the fruits of 
the industry of others ana to enforce a law 
of 11 sic vos non vobis ; ” when examples of 
this wrong may be cited ; when those with 
whom more than any others the prosperity 
of a district rests arc legally in a state of 
mere dependence, and hold the land by a 
precarious tenure ; and when.it is possible 
to confiscate rights gained morally by pur
chase, it is easy to see that the elements of 
content and of general welfare are ex
tremely deficient.. Nor is it necessary, to 
effect this result, that oppression or wrong 
should be generally exercised; the mere 
existence of this state of society, the appre
hensions it inevitably diffuses among those 
who may suffer from it, the certain check it

imposes on industry, are quite sufficient to 
retard progress and to create a sentiment of 
angry irritation. It should be observed, 
moreover, that this very feeling is not un
likely to co-exist with a certain amount of 
material prosperity ; indeed the sense of in
feriority and subjection engendered by this 
condition of things will wound more deeply 
a class that has risen in some degree in the 
social scale than one sunk in mere abject 
wretchedness. Still, after making fair al
lowance, I do not think the existing ar
rangements of landed property or their 
effects account completely for the peculiar 
notions and tendencies that, to a great ex
tent, prevail among the farmers iu this 
district. It would be untrue to assert that J 
there is anything like a war against land-v*3**C 
lords about Tipperary'; rents are well paid, /—. 
the peasantry are usually courteouglmnanner 
to their superiors, and those proprietors • *" 
who manage their estates with deference to (n 
the usages of the country [ire as safe, per
haps, US they would be in England. But it 
is not too much'fo sàÿTEâFthe occupiers of 
the soil .resent the exercise of some rights 
of (property that would not cause much 
offence in England; they do not oppose the 
eviction of a tenant who had made default 
in the payment of his rent, and in some 
esaes would not object to the rent of land 
being considerably raised ; but I believe at 
this moment few landlords here would ven
ture to serve a lioticg to quit, or to put an 
end to a tenancy at will, even though the 
tenant had no moral claim to hold beyond 
the term of his contract. I think, moreover, 
that the tenantry, as a class, are impressed 
with an idea that a great change is at hand 
that will decidedly improve their condition ; 
and possibly, at the bottom of the hearts of 
many, lurks a sentiment that, subject to a 
reasonable rent, the land they occupy is 
virtually their own, no matter what tho 
nominal tenure. There would be some 
equity in such a claim in cases where great 
im pro vent étits have been made, and largo 
sïïffishave~Been paid for goodwill; but such 
distinctions are not generally drawn ; and 
though, of course, not a few of the farmers 
are quite alive to its real import, “ fixity of 
tenure" is a "popular cry. In a word, feel
ings exist in the country of considerable 
force which in some points conflict With the 
rules of our laws about land, and I have 
little doubt that at this conjuncture few land
holders could afford to outrage these feel
ings without risk to themselves.

These sentiments appear in their worst form 
in the agrarian combinations so common in 
Ireland. These confederacies have occa
sionally taken the shape of a war of poverty
W / * >— '

X
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against property ; they have sometimes been 
the desperate resource of an impoverished 
and oppressed peasantry ; but their general 
object has been to maintain the occupier of 
the soil in Ireland in his holding according 
to a certain ill-defined usage. It is un
necessary to say how they have adminstered 
an unwritten law of terrible import ; to what 
deeds of blood they have given birth j and 
how, wherever they have made their ap
pearance, they have been supported by pop
ular sympathy. At this moment a combina
tion of this kind, not organized perhaps, 
but still existing, I cannot doubt, pervades 
this neighbourhood ; though its active pro
moters are probably few, it is sustained by 
much general opinion; and though, as 
usually has been the case, the crime it has 
sanctioned have not been committed with- 
out provocation more or less grave, they 
have been nevertheless, extremely alarming. 
Nor, though its activity has not been great, 
though it has not left the mark of its pre
sence in outrages on an extensive district, 
though its positive achievements may not 
have been many, is the scope of its influence,
I fear, limited ; its spirit is probably widely 
diffused, and it has had an effect, more or 
less to be traced, in controlling tho manage
ment of landed property.

In my next letter I shall briefly describe 
the agrarian crimes of which this neigh
bourhood has been the scene within tho last 
few months, and which may be traced to 
this evil spirit.

(i

No. IV.

Tippkrary.
I proceed to give you a short account of 

the agrarian outrages of this neighbourhood. 
The principal crimes committed here during 
the last twelve months have been the homi
cides cn Mr. Scully's lato estate of Bally- 
cohey, tho murders of Messrs. Baker, Brad- 
sh|w, and Tracey, and an attempt at in
timidation on the property of the Messrs. 
Vincent. With the single exception of the 
murder of Mr. Bradshaw, the character of 
which remains doubtful, all these crimes 
are certainly agrarian, and it will be thus 
perceived that the worst offences of the 
district are ot the same type, and that but 
for them it would be almost free from crime. 
Of course I do not pretend to give a state
ment accurate in every particular, but as I 
have consulted tho best authorities, and 
hove had access to special sources of in
formation, my account, 1 think, will be 
found trustworthy.

civil rightsuaaJaj
The circumstances connected with Mr. nter into the quest!

!r. Scully endeavor 
nantry was legal, 
Dubt that it bears 
xmmurn jus may 1

Scully’s estate require, in the first place, 
few words. It comprises only some 300 
Irish acres ; the lands when I saw them,
though of the best quality, having a rather in____ „
neglected and desolate look, and the farm ijection is of a ge: 
steads, too, being of an inferior kind. Thii lose whose primar 
property formerly was a portion of the vast 1 ministration of ci 

Earls of Poiestates of the Earls of Portarlington— de-
>•1 1 - / W 1 1 M f I t M rt Ml il. n r\ n   — ... f  . ' 1     J ? _rived in part from the Dawson family and in indication of* pure
%-\n I.i Vma m il. zi ... .11 — ...   . .  1 l'      /* _ 1    1V. f\ t _part from the judicious accumulations of a 
well-known sutler of Cromwell’s army— 
and many years ago it was granted by 
lease to a Mr. James Scully, who sublet the 
lands at rents much higher than those now 
payable. The interest of Mr. James Scully, 
who in this way had become a middleman, 
came to an end iu 1852 or 1853, and the

)urse makes the Ci
res of a very qui< 
ent to support clai 
with acts occasi 

[stead of discouraj 
ndency to promot- 
is likely, would 

cting in the manne
chief lord’s estate wus purchased in 1866 by asured of the help
M r W1111Q m Smillxr O wnlnfinn Tnmna iliAi *• linlllolfV IDMr. William Scully, a relation of James. 
Mr. William Scully found the tenantry 
emancipated from the middleman, and pa 
ing a much reduced rent, though as hig! 
probably, as the lands were worth ; and in 
1868 he resolved to compel them to accept 
an extraordinary kind of tenure, though 
I have not heard that his intention was to 
make any augmentation in the rent. The

jr their unlucky ir 
lal)y<Dhey might n 

"ware that it is saidi 
,ttend in order to ; 
ieace, and to give 
,re executing the 
his distinction is ti 
'hey are really tu 
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tenants who hod previously held from year :laims sometime shi
to year, and who, therefore, could be evicted 
only upon a six months’ notice to quit, were 
required to adopt a substituted letting, 
under which their rents were to "be paid
quarterly ; very stringent conditions of ireceded the man 
husbandry were imposed, and their interest, ,vhat follows may, 1 
no specified term being given, was made Baker was the own
determinable on a 21 days’ notice. On 
the 14th of August, 1868, Mr. William 
Scully proceeded to Bjllycohey, attended by
a party of police, to serve tho notices that
were thus tgt convert a tenure, already pre 
carious, into stop almost absolutely worth 
less ; and whl#5p»llowed is unhappily noto
rious. A large .fepuy of men, soms with 
firearms, and evidently collected by pre 
concert, assembled and offered a fierce resist 
ance ; shots were filed, the tenantry look
ing on approvingly ; and the result was that 
two of the police 
Scully and some other men were wounded. 
The victors separated after their triumph, 
and although the outrage occurred in broad 
day light, and in the presence of numerous 
bystanders, and although large rewards have 
been offered for the apprehension of any of 
tho offenders, no evidence has been forth
coming, and the magistrates have given up 
all hope on the subject.

With respect to this case of Mr. Scully, I 
must observe by the way that it seems to me a 
great mistake to authorize the polier to assist 
a landlord, as they practically do, it) assert

instance in Ircli

nd I cannot but tl 
hat the State and 
he odium.
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g the civil rights of property. I do not 
iter into the question whether the contract 
r. Scully endeavoured to impose upon his 
nantry was legal, though no lawyer can 
ubt that it bears out the proverb that 
mmum jus may be summa injuria. My 
ijection is of a general kind. I maintain 
ose whose primary duty it is to aid in the 
Imlnistration of criminal justice ought in 
> instance in Ireland to co-operate in the 
ndication of"purely civil rights. Such a 
lurse makes the Government appear in the 
es of a very quick-witted race an instal

lent to support class interests ; it identifies 
with acts occasionally oppressive ; and 

istead of discouraging, it has probably a 
ndency to promote outrage. Mr. Scully, 
is likely, would never have thought of 

ting in the manner he did had he not been 
sured of the help of the police ; and, but 
r their unlucky intervention, the affair of 
aljyf'Dhey might not have occurred. I am 

.ware that it is saidthe police in these cases 

.ttend in order to prevent a breach of the 
icace, and to give protection to those who 
,re executing the process of the law ; but 
iis distinction is too fine to be recognized, 
'hey are really turned into armed bailiffs 
or the purpose of upholding by force 
laims sometime sharsh, unjust, or extreme ; 
nd I cannot but think it highly impolitic 
hat the State and its agents should incur 
ho odium.
It is difficult to find ont all the facts that 

receded the murder of Mr, Baker, but 
hat follows may, I think, be relied on. Mr. 
laker was the owner of an estate of some 
11,400 or £1,500 a year, a few miles from 
he town of Tipperary. Two brothers 
amed Dwyer, who held small farms on the 
state, having been at feud, Mr. Baker, who, 
have been told, expiessed an intention of 
iving one brother a lease of both farms,pro- 
:eeded to serve a notice to quit on the 
ther brother in the usual manner. I 
leard that Mr. Baker’s purpose was to 
sume possession of a small portion only 

of the lands included in the notice to quit, 
—in fact, merely to square the farms, but

lied, and Mr. Ihowever this may have been, ns the process 
were wounded, ■unquestionably comprised the whole of his 
their triumph, Jfarm, the tenant who had been served could 

not know this circumstance. An cjectipent 
was brought upon the notice to quit, and I 
have been informed that Mr. Baker gave a 
kind of promise some time previously that 
he would not have recourse to such a pro
ceeding, and changed his mind in a moment 
of anger. Soon afterwards the unfortunate 
gentleman was found shot dead near his 
own house ; the murderer as yet has hot 
been discovered, and I fear that discovery is 
very improbable.
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The murder of Tracey presents features 
equally dark and ruthless. Tracey was a 
small farmer, who held land in the neigh
bourhood of the estate of Lord Derby. 
Some years ago his farm had been occupied 
by a tenant who had been dispossessed; 
and I am informed that the agent of the 
property promised to give the land to a man 
named Burns. Tracey was, however, ulti
mately preferred. Last winter Tracey was 
found dead, his throat cut in a barbarous 
manner : and this murder, too, remains un
punished, for though Bijms was put on his 
trial ho has been acquitted, w'th the ap
proval of the Judge, the evidence being 
wholly insufficient. I may add, in reference 
to this crime, that Lora Derby issued a 
circular which menaced any of his tenants 
with eviction should he harbour or counte
nance the assassin, an act I venture to think 
that betrayed suspicions, perhaps wholly 
undeserved, and that savouis too much of 
feudal justice— Imight make use of another 
term—for the second half of the nineteenth 
century.

As regards the affair of the Messrs. 
Vincent—the last upon this unhappy list—it 
illustrates strongly the jealqusy and distrust 
which are among the motives of agrarian 
crimes. The Messrs. Vincent were the 
joint proprietors of an estate not far from 
the village of Emily, in the centre of the 
celebrated Golden Vale. They were desi
rous to effect a partition of the lands ; but 
the surveyors they sent, on reaching the 
spot, were met by a party of armed men, 
with blackened faces, who warned them off, 
and fired some shots to hasten their depar
ture. The only reason that can be assigned 
for this deed is that a report had spread that 
the rents of the estate were about being 
raised, and that the tenantry mistook the 
surveyors for valuators who had come for 
this purpose. No clue has been found to 
this outrage also, nor is it probable its au
thors will bo discovered.

These crimes bear the well-known marks 
of agrarian offences. They all have one 
common object, to maintain the title of the 
tenant to his holding, according to a popu
lar standard of right, and to punish those 
who attempt to disturb it. They have not 
been committed without provocation ; but if 
we measure the provocation with the crime 
they appear in a high degree atrocious. 
They are not the results of individual pas
sion, but are systematic to a certain -extent, 
and show the signs of a kind of method ; 
thev exact vengeance not only from the 
authors of what is supposed a wrong, but 
from those who, though innocent of it, help 
to carry it out, and become its instruments. 
They express, too, though in a monstrous



20 THE LAND QUESTION

form, tile sentiments of a large class ; their 
perpetrators usually elude justice ; they ob
tain the sympathy of a people in no sense 
generally depraved or wicked. Itt a word, 
they arc of the kind described by Sir George 
Lewis when he wrote of them in the worst 
stage of their evil development; and it 
must be allowed that their mere number 
does not form a perfect criterion of the 
range and prevalence of the spirit that 
prompts them. The expression of Sir 
George Lewis, I regret to say, are still in a 
great degree applicable:—11 The outrages 
in question arc committed by the offenders 
as administrators of a law ot opinion gene
rally prevalent among the class to which 
they belong. In this character they look 
not merely to particular but to general re
sults,. not merely to themselves but also to 
those with whom they are leagued, and 
with whom they have an identity of in
terests, not merely to the present but also 
to the future. The criminal who acts with 
these views is, as it were, an executioner, 
who carries into effect the verdict of an un
certain and nonanparent tribunal ; and it 
usually happens that others profit more by 
his offence than he himself who committed 
it.”

I shall not at present attempt to trace the 
causes of these deplorable crimes. I shall 
only remark that, in my judgment, the exist
ing relations of property here, though oc
casionally grievous in their working, do not 
sufflce by themselves to generate the spirit 
that gives these misdeeds birth ; and that 
such a spirit could only grow up and spread 
in a state of society that lias been for a long 
time deeply disordered.

No. V.

Cashel, Auq. 10.

The road from Tipperary to Cashel skirts 
the southern verge of the Golden Vale until 
you reach the hamlet of Golden, on the 
banks of the Suir, there is a small river. The 
landscape is of the same kind I have des
cribed,—great breadths of pasturage here 
and there, with streaks of yellow cornland 
between. From Golden the scene begins to 
change ; you ascend gradually to a wide 
expanse of uplands, occasionally rising to 
gentle emi.ience, until, crowned by the his
torical Rock, and almost hidden among hills 
and ruins, the ancient city of Cashel appears. 
Of Cashel it may be truly said that its present4^ f v* yoaiipj n mu/ uo iruiy pum uianis present

J ' / is less attractive than its past. It is a small,
(A- tVHf. irregular, and dirty town of ill-built and often

mm

which

cluster-

decayed houses, and it has nothing of the 
thriving and busy look that is a pleasing fea
ture of Tipperary. The place is an example 
of the truth that fiches are not always the 
way to prosperity ; its Commissioners have 
an ample landed estate, which enables them 
to dispense with all local rates, but the rents 
seem to bo scantily applied to the improve
ments of the streets and the few public 
buildings, to judge, at least, from their 
squalid appearance. Cashel, nevertheless, 
has scenes of beauty familiar, doubtless, to 
some of your readers. From the celebrated 
Rock, overlooking the town, and for ages 
sacred in popular traditions, and beside one 
of those round towers, the origin of which 
has baffled antiquarians, rise the mouldering 
walls and shattered parapets of the Palace of 
the Celtic Kings of Munster, while cluster- 
in" beneath the hallowed spot are the vener
able remains of religious houses. The 
Palace blends with an ancient fame, once 
the principal church of the vicinity, and is 
united to the ruins of the more modern 
cathedral, of which it is hardly more than 
the complement. The entire scene abounds 
in objects that touch a sympathetic mind 
with interest. The dim recesses and low
browed arches of King Cannae's ehapel, the 
original church, an uncouth yet solemn ap
pearance. The graceful pillars, the high- 
pointed curves, and the noble symmetry of 
the cathedral are fine specimens of what is 
called the early English style. All around, 
on the grassworn floor of the nave and tran 
septs, or in niches in the walls, are the 
monuments of ancient Catholic bishops or o 
the former Catholic lords of the soil, whoso 
names, as so often happens in Ireland, are 
to be found now among those of the peas 
antry. The Palace, a massive square 
flunked by circular towers, resisted the 
changes of time uninjured, until it wus 
breached by Morrogh O’Brien, a soldier of 
fortune, who, though a descendant of the 
Royal builders, did not hesitate to ply the 
batteries of Cromwell, which have left their 
trace on an adjoining eminence. I ascended 
the staircase, and rejoiced at the view—the 
Golden Vale, spreading out in spaces of 
emerald and gold to the western sun, the 
horizon at other points being closed by an 
amphitheatre of hills confusedly tossed 
The dignitaries of the Established Church 
into whose hands they have passed by l 
strange succession, have taken more care of 
these beautiful ruins than has usually been 
the case in Ireland, where the representa
tives of Protestantism have not been zealous 
in preserving monuments that speak too
eloquently of a fallen nationality and an 
outraged religion. I was happy to see that
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many places gaps in the- masonry had 
in repaired, that gates closed the entrance 
the cathedral, that a wall ran round the 

ionsecrated precinct. Yet, as I thought of 
ie pile and its guardians, I could not but 
sflect on the unfortunate policy that for 
_je centuries had committed these ruins, 

[till dear to the hearts of the peasantry of 
[unster,to the custody of those whose fate it 

been to be the symbols of a faith imposed 
quest.

'he country round Cashel for several 
dies differs widely from that about Tipper- 
iry. It is .for the most part an elevated 
tract of fine dry land with a limestone sub- 
ioil, which ascends from the edge' of the 
lolden Vale, eastward, towards the distant 

li'.ls of Kilkenny. The penetrating eye of 
.rthur Young perceived its aptitude for 

umpioved husbandry ; he declared “ it was 
[as fine turnip land as ho had ever seen,” 
but, in his day, it was, in great measure, an 
unclosed and uncultivated sheep-walk, 
[dotted over with numerous mud hovels. At 
the period of the Devon Commission, this 
district had been long before closed ; it was, 
in fact, divided between the demesnes of

gentlemen and the holdings of farmers of 
ie better class; but a large extent had 

been overrun by an indigent peasantry, who 
spread over the soil, living on potatoes, and 
paying their rents out of the scanty crops of 
oats and whetyf they raised from their little 
allotments, ijS was invariably the case iu 
Ireland before the Poor Law and the famine 
of 1846 in Vany tract that could be called 
corn land. Xhere has been a great revolu
tion since, ana, though many traces of the 
past remain, the general result cannot be 
disputed. The land has been extensively 
cleared, the surplus population in some 
places having altogether receded from it, 
and, with some not inconsiderable excep
tions, it is now cultivated in a iair course of 
husbandry. In a few spots, especially at 
the edges of the little streams that run into 
the Suir, fine, permanent pastures may be 
seen ; but, as a rule, the country is given up 
to tillage and sheep lands, rich with arti
ficial grasses. Farms vary in extent, from 
600 to 700 acres to patches that hardly 
deserve the name ; but (arms of about 30 
and 40 acres are common';'' and, if I except 
thie very smallest holders, who, I think, must 
ultimately give way—unless, at least, what 
is not probable, they learn the secret of 
spade husbandry—the occupiers, on the 
whole, seem prosperous, and in many in
stances have rod by money. On the larger 
farms the fields are well squared, of con
siderable size, and well enclosed ; and'I saw 
a number of excellent homesteads, built 

0

evidently within the last few years, and fur
nished with the best appliances required in 
modern agriculture. Lord Derby’s estate 
on the road to Clonmel is, in a great 
measure, laid ont in this way, and a colony , 
of considerable farmers from England has 
settled upon a tract near Cashel, the pro- » 
perty of Mr. Smith Barry. I paid a visit to - -J
one of these gentlemen, who, in a few years, 
has turned what was a waste, covered with (, . ,
the wrecks of small, ruined holdings into a -v -C- - 
scene worthy of the best ' counties of Eng
land. I enjoyed,4h^ sight of his vast * A>X- 
breadths of corn,/fast yellowing under the 
sun of" August ; d£ his brilliant sheets ot 
turnips, without a) weed ; of his pastures, 
dotted with the finest Leicesters ; of his 
machinery and implements, from the best 
makers. All arouad the agriculture was of 
the same kind, and the prospect was glad
dening to the eye ; yet, as my host very 
fairly allowed, the ordinary Irish farmer of 
the neighbourhood, holding from 15 to 55 
acres, can, under reasonable conditions of 
tenure, cqrapete fairly with his more power
ful rival, thoyghhis fields have not sneb a 
trim look, and Bis fences and dwellings are 
Often unsightly. The one has more capital 
and skill, better instruments, and a more 
practised intelligence, but the other has not tO 
less natural energy—TTis a silly libel'tO 
deny the capacity of the Irish tenant to 
work hard—he takes readily to an improved 
mode of agriculture, and he brings to his 
land, when fairly dealt with, the strong arms, 
the stout hearts, and the shrewd wit of his 
whole household. I am by no means satis" 
fîêcTtrom what I have heard that, all things 
being taken into account, he does not pay 
quite as high a rent, and secure as ample n 
share of profit, as his wealthier and more 
independent neighbour.

It is not, however, to be supposed that 
the whole of this neighbourhood is well cul
tivated, and that its state is, in all respects, 
prosperous, Mud cabins repeatedly offend 
the eye, inhabited by a race of poor cottiers ; u 
and some properties are still cut up into fat-rx, 
small patches, for the most part the abodes 1 
of destitute peasantry. The estate of the * ‘1 ' 
Commissioners of Cashel is, speaking gener-c/i^ 
ally, of this character; audits condition 
deserves a few words of notice. It ia par- , 
celled out among small yearly tenants, in ' <5 ^ 
most instances holding at a very cheap rate ; 
the farms are, with rare exceptions, ill-tilled, 
and the occupiers seem of an unthrifty class ; 
the entire property illustrating a truth not 
confined to Ireland in its application, that 
corporate laflo’s, though at low rents, are 
often neglectei and badly managed. In 
some spots the traces remain of the immense

!
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revolution which has passed over Ireland 
during the last twenty years—the marks of 
ruined hamlets are occasionally seen ; nor 
haye the adjacent lands in all cases recovered 
from the exhausted state in which they were

* " 1 thir —irom ins au»»»».” - v:, , .{.•
left. Nor is it to be supposed that this exldi. nur id w wv ~-rr--------- . ... .
traordinary change, always more visible in
an agricultural district t han in one appro 
priated for many years to grazing, has been 
accomplished without much hardship ; nor 
yet that the feelings engendered by it have 
been extinguished iu the hearts of all.
“ There is hate on that land,” was the signi
ficant remark of a peasant who pointed out 
a fine tract, now rich with crops of turnips 
and corn, but from which hundreds of cot
tiers had emigrated ; the spectacle of out
ward wealth, 1 doubt not, conceals evil re
collections and passions. The colony of 
Englishmen I have referred to, by giving 
abundant and liberal wages, and by their 
fair and generous dealings with tin people, 
have, so far as they are themselves con
cerned, completely conjured away these 
sentiments ; they are liked and esteemed as 
benefactors of the poor, though in some in
stances they hold lands from which small 
occupiers have been “cleared and this is 
noticeable, for as a general rule the agrarian 
soirit that exists in Ireland visits not only 
tfie evicting proprietor, but the succeeding 
possessor, witli its savage penalties. Yet in 
some of these very cases, and in many 
others, a feeling of dislike, more or less 
strong, prevails against those who, as agents 
or landlords, are considered, often, perhaps, 
unjustly, as having been exterminators of 
the people ; and this mars the general pros
perity of the district.

The condition of the classes connected 
with the soil in this neighbourhood is very 
much the same as that of those about 
Tipperary. It is a great deal better than it 
was formerly, and, in a material point of 
view, it cannot, I think, be called unpros- 
perous. The rale of agricultural wages at 
the period of the Devon Commission was 
seldom more than 8d. a day ; it is now from 
7s. to 10s. a week, and is considerably higher 
during the weeks of harvest. The English 
.gentlemen 1 have referred to give usually 
from 8s. to 9s., with a cottage and potato 
ground at a nominal rent ; the labourers 
they employ are thus well off, and they have, 
of course, the best men in the market. On 
the whole this class has not much to com
plain of ; it is in a state of comfort compared 
with what it was in before the great famine, 
or even in the days of Arthur Young ; but 
it is, doubtless, penetrated in some degree 
with the vague discontent more or less pre
valent. As regards the farmers, with the

exception of the very small holders, who, _
I have said, will hardly be able to maintaii 
their ground—the expense of tillage, in 
neighbourhood like this, being too great fi 
a very minute area, unless the spade sha 
replace the plough—they unquestionably 
have advanced in wealth, and, as a body 
they are in reasonably easy circumstanc 
The rate of rents here, in the time o 
Authur Young varied from about 12s.
30s. the Irish acre, the amount of produi 
being, perhaps, two-thirds, and the price / 
most of the articles produced, except co 
being probably little more than one-thi 
of what it is now. When the Devon Co 
mission held its inquiry rents had risei 
probably, to 25s. and 55s. the Irish ac 
and they have only slightly increased sin 
perhaps 3s. or 4s. upon an average, thou, 
the amount of produce has been augment/ 
and the price of most products is consid 
ably higher. Speaking generally, therefo 
the pressure of rent on the farmer is li 
than it has been : and though, doubtle 
exceptions occur, the land, having regard 
its quality and existing condition, is no! 
over-rented. From all the inquiries 1 havi 
made, too, the holders of laud to any fail 
extent are tolerably thriving as a class a 
present j they have, in many instances,! 
money in Banks; and though their dwelt 
ings, their fields, aud their fences have tor 
often the appearance of poverty, this is no 
always a proof of the owner’s condition.

The landed system of this neighbourhooi 
is, in a slightly perceptible degree, on 
more satisfactory looting than that existin^ 
near Tipperary. Absentee proprietors arel 
not quite so numerous, and the line between 
the owner and occupier of the soil is noil 
marked so sharply by religious distinctions, 
for there are a good many Roman Catholic 
landlords; these gentlemen, however, in' 
most instances being not more popular than) 
their Protestant fellows, and managing their 
estates upon the suire principles. I think, 
too, as might have been expected in a dis-| 
trict for the most part agricultural, that 
landlords here, at least of late years, have 
built farmsteads and improved the land, all 
their own expense, to a greater extent than 
about Tipperary, and a larger area, proba
bly, is under leases. Yet the landed system 
of the two districts, viewed as a whole and 
in its broad outlines, is essentially of the 
same character and is attended by the same 
social phenomena. Large tracts belong to 
absentees who commit their tenantry to the 
care of agents. The mass of the owners in 
fee are Protestants, the mass of the occu
piers being Roman Catholics ; and this 
difference affects injuriously the relations
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a rule, though with many and large ex- 
options, and these certainly on the increase, 
he improvements that have been made 
pon the land during many years have been 
lade by the occupiers ; yet in few instances 
ave they received compensation. Though, 
oo, they have acquired in this way what 
awyers would call an equity in the land, 
rhich good conscience would certainly re- 
ipect, they have, generally, no certain in- 
erest in it: for the most part they are 
enants-at-will, and leases are comparatively 
ncommon. They are thus reduced to mere 
assalage, with moral rights they cannot 
indicate ; and, what is worse, it is the 

Immediate interest of those against whom 
;hese rights exist to repudiate, or, at least, 
o disregard them. Nor is this all ; for in 
"is state of things the landed proprietor 
ay increase his rents as the tenants im- 
rove, and surcharge their industry unfairly ; 
le may, in truth, exercise all kinds of op- 
iression ; and though such wrongs may be 
infrequent here, I heard at least of one not
able instance. In this neighbourhood, as 
ilsewhere, the goodwill of farms is often 
lold, and whatever may be thought of the 
ractice, it certainly ought to be respected 
n estates where it has become usual. Yet 
was informed of a case in which a land- 

ord allowed an incoming occupier to pay 
OOZ for the goodwill, received a consiaer- 
,ble part of this sum in respect of irrecover- 

. u ,, - -Jffilo arrears, and afterwards, without any 
1.t, j‘lfXiatm1uat reason evicted the purchaser, who was
iropnetors are 
e line between 
the soil is not U UV | UIIU QUOI l VUU1U MOI! UHV.11
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echnically only a yearly tenant. T am not 
latiafied that this tale of injustice is wholly 
■rue; and such iniquities could not often

f
 ever grow up; but the mere possibility 
hat such injustice can occur repeatedly, 
ncondemned by law, must have a mischie- 
ous social tendency. If we recollect what 
n whispered effect a single example of gross 

fraud may have in shaking mercantile con
fidence, 1 cannot wonder that the farmers 
about here, who live under this condition ot 
things, should feel insecure and dissatisfied, 
though at this moment pretty well off ; es-

er area, probn-Hpecja]]y ;f we that, though now unfre-
| Jquent, evictions have i.een extremely numer

ous in this neighbourhood at no distant 
period.

Being at Cashel, I have been induced to 
visit the well-known Mr. Charles Bianconi. 

Jthe successful founder of the “public cars, 
which for 40 years were the chief vehicles 

|for cheap passenger traffic in Ireland. I 
wished to see a personage on whose great 
experience of Irish character and energy
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and skill it would be necessary for me to 
dwell, and who I honed would rive me valu
able information, jlr. Bianconi, who has 
been a largo landed proprietor daring many 
years, and who lives at a handsome place 
near Cashel, enjoying in a stUff green old 
age the ample reward Of ay( honourable 
career, explained his mode of managing his 
own estate, and made some striking re
marks on the general question. As might 
have been expected, a very able man, who 
perfectly (understands the value of money, 
yet appreciates the necessity of encouraging 
industry, and lias been long accustomed, not 
only to deal with the people, but to place 
reliance on them, administers his property 
on a sound, yet liberal and equitable system.
Ho lets his land at the rents he thinks it 
worth, believing, justly, that a too low is 
nearly ns mischievous as too high a rent ; 
but he makes all improvements on his farms 
himself, puts them in good order before they 
aie occupied, and, with hardly an exception, 
gives leases. As he truly observes—“ By 
these means he acted rightly to himself and 
his tenants, he guarded against claims being 
made on account of the outlay of others, to 
reject which would be simply unfair, yet to 
concede which would be often absurd, and 
which would be very difficult to adjust ; and 
he placed his tenants in a position in which 
only they and he could be safe, and they 
could be expected to do the land justice.”

Mr. Bianconi gave mo a remarkable in 
stance of what ho had found to have been 
the effect of merely substituting a durable 
for a precarious tenure, of enlarging tenan
cies at will into leaseholds. In 1865 he 
purchased two lots of the Portarlington 
estate. The rental of the lands was £306 ; 
they were held “ by tenance-at-will, who 
formed a lazy and beggarly population,” 
and the rents were in ordinary seasons in 
arrear. Mr. Bianconi increased the rental 
to £473; but he gave the occupiers lea 
for 31 years, and the result has been that, 
without the expenditure of a shilling upon 
the part of the landlord, except in the repair 
ot farmsteads, the higher rent has always 
been paid, “ and the tenantry are now a 
contented yeomanry.” This seems astonish
ing ; but after all, only illustrates the truth 
that security is the first condition of social / ' 
progress; that, as Arthur Young remarked<3. h4tA- 
93 years ago, “ the having leases creates \ Ê / t 
industry in Ireland j and that, give him a > .- ,.0 
fair field and a ceitain title, the Irish tenants j 
can accomplish wonders. Mr. Bianconi 1 '1 f 1 II
thinks that the land question would have 
never arisen had the Irish laudlords im-never arisen had the Irish laudlords im
proved their estates wholly at their own cost, 
and been liberal in giving leases; they
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would thus have excluded the ill-defined 
claims now set up on behalf of the tenant 
in respect of his additions to the soil, and 
verging upon an assertion of a proprietary 
right, and they would have made the peasan
try comparatively, independent. “But,” 
he added significantly, “ it is now very late; 
the landlords, from a variety of reasons, 
have chosen to keep their tenants in subjec
tion ; wild and foolish ideas have got 
abroad ; and I fear lest the tenants may 
bejore long become too demoralized and ex
cited to be satisfied with the concession of 
leases." I need not say that I have the 
authority of this respected and intelligent 
gentleman to repeat the substance of his 
remarks.

The agrarian spirit exists here, but it is 
not, I trust, quite as violent as in the neigh
bourhood of Tipperary, Yet I would not 
draw too màrkeu a distinction ; few land
lords near Cashel would, I suspect, order a 
notice to quit to be served ; several threaten
ing letters have been current, and I heard 
of one gentleman who has thought it expe
dient to leave the country before beginning 
an ejectment. The notion that the tenant 
has a right to the soil, which I alluded to in 
a former letter, is spread in the same way ; 
and hopes of some coming change are 
cherished. There has been, however, but 
one murder of late ; and but that the author
ities seem to ha*e no doubt I should hesitate 
to pronounce it purely agrarian. The cir
cumstances are peculiar, and were commu
nicated to me from a source I can rely on 
confidently. As far back as 1860 a Mrs. 
Topping evicted a Mr. Fitzgerald from the 
possession of nine acres of land. This 
caused a feud which seemed to have never 
quite ceased ; and in the course of time, lor 
the old story of Montague and Capulet re
peats itself, Mrs. Topping’s son married one 
of the Fitzgeralds. The smouldering dis
cord of late grew worse, and a few months 
ago Mr. Topping was shot. This crime, 
like so many others, is undiscovered ; if it 
be agrarian, it certainly shows that the 
agrarian spirit can harbour the thought of 
vengeance during a long period, ana does 
not allow limitations of time to operate as a 
bar to its penalties.

No. VI.
- Clonmel.

As you drive from Cashel to this place 
you cross a fine agricultural country beneath 
the western slopes of Slievenamont—the 
first scene of Smith O’Brien’s rebellion,— 
until you reach a gentle declivity, whence 
yon look down on the roots of Clonmel

nestling in the fertile valley of the Soir, and 
with a lofty range in the] near distance.
Arthur Young grew eloquent in describing 
this view—“ the town,” with a broad space 
of wooded "enclosures,” “backed by a 
ridge of high mountains,” and time, doubt
less, has added features of civilization and 
beauty to the prospect. Clonmel stands oa 
the banks of the Suir—here a broad, deep, 
and navigable stream—and in the midst of 
a narrow plain, rich with trees, villas, gar
dens, and pastures, over which to the south
ward the dark masses of the Commeraghs 
hang and close the horizon. Though still 
possessing a good deal of trade, and with

fopulation of some 11,000 souls, the place, 
hear, has declined relatively to other 

towns in the county of Tipperary, and has 
made little progress in a quarter of a century,
In former years it was a local emporium for 
the export of corn for miles around, and in 
the “good old times” of protection a corn 
rabble milling interest grew up, by which 
several citizens made large fortunes. New 
markets have since been opened elsewhere, 
through the extension chiefly of the railway 
system ; and free trade having greatly re
duced the amount of corn raised in the 
neighbourhood, the principal industry of 
the town has suffered, and has not been 
replace® by any other. I saw one or two 
fine mills shut up, and heard numerous 
complaints that Clonmel was not the place 
it had ontijs been, and was gradually losing its 
rank in the county. It is not easy to test 
the accuracy of these reports, but from the I some spots not far 
general look of the town I am inclined to the look of more h( 
think there is some truth in them, and I 
believe that, owing to this comparative 
decay, a large proportion of the population 
is usually unemployed. Clonmel, neverthe
less, is still the centre of a not inconsider
able traffic ; its admirable situation upon 
the Suir will, probably, cause it to revive 
before long ; and the country around for I 
some distance, bears the marks of old and | 
settled prosperity. The town itself is merely 
the mass of square slated houses and narrow 
streets, without a pretence to architectural 
taste, and ending in a suburb of cabir.8, 
which you see continually in the South 
Ireland ; and, with the exception, perhaps, 
of the Episcopalian Protestant Church, the 
public buildings are without interest

For a short distance around Clonmel the 
town runs gradually into the country ; villat 
rise from the midst ef trim pleasure-grouni" 
and mills, with trees here and there between, 
throw their shadows over the course of the 
Suir. Beyond, in the valley of the fertiliz
ing stream, fat pastures, thick with fine 
cattle, extend ; and thence, on the left bank
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wheat crops, wKne from the right bank the 
Commeragh range rises gently almost from 
the verge of the water. The slopes on either 
side of the river are for miles occupied at 
short intervals by parks embosomed in 
dense plantations, and crowded here and 
there with very fine mansions. The pros
pect is all of this kind from Knocklofty 
above to Gurteen below ; and, as a whole, 
it is exceedingly beautiful. Like Arthur 
Young, I did not fail to visit and admire the 
high wooded steep of Marlefield, now the 
residence of Mr. Bagwell, M. P., and I 
walked over the grounds of Newtownauner, 
still, as a century ago, in the hands of an 
old and popular family, at present repre
sented by Mr. Osborne. On the higher 
uplands are several interesting seats, spread
ing out in masses of wood on all sides, and 
I have seldom met a view in the south of 
Ireland that has so rich and civilized an 
aspect. The general character of the sur
rounding country is that of peaceful and 
not unprosperous industry. For generations 
the wealth of Clonmel has flowed fruitfully 
over this district, has covered it with objects 
that attract the eye, and has stamped it with 
the peculiar marks that denote -egular and 
long-established cultivation. The whole 
scene has not the natural fertility of the 
magnificent grass-lands about Tipperary ; it 
does not, except in a few places, give proofs 
of the scientific husbandry that you see at 
some spots not far from Cashel ; but it has 
the look of more settled tranquilitv, of social 
order more happily developed. Tillage ànd 
pasture here feem about equally divided ; 
the farms vary from 200 to 50, 20, and even 
6 acres, from 50 to 20 being common ; they 
are usually well enclosed and fenced ; the 
character of the agriculture, though seldom 
excellent, ijs, with few exceptions, reason
ably good ; well-built and slate'îhhomesteads 
and offices are tolerably frequent in the 
fields, and they seem often opan earlier con
struction than those neat Tipperary and 
Cashel. I took care to visit a tract in this 
neighbourhood which I exVected to find 
especially interesting. Arthur Young tells 
us how in his day Sir Willimn Osborne, of 
Newtownanner, encouraged aI colony of cot
tiers to settle along the sWpes that lead to 
the Commeraghs, and tow they had re
claimed this barren wild with extraordinary 
energy and success. The great-grandchil
dren of these veiy mei now spread in vil
lages along the range for miles, and, though 
reduced in numbers since 1846, they still 
form a considerable population. The con
tinual labour of these sons of the soil has

carried cultivation high up the mountains, 
has fenced thousands of acres and made 
them fruitful, has rescued to the use of man 
what had been the unprofitable domain of 
nature. These people do not pay a high 
rent; they are, for the most part, under 
good landlords ; but I was soriy to find this 
remarkable and most honourable creation of 
industry was generally unprotected by a 
certain tenure. The tenants, with hardly a 
single exception, declared they would be 
happy to ottain leases, which, as they said 
truly, would “ secure them their own, and 
stir them up to renewed efforts,’’ *

On account, probably, of the large number 
of people without employment in Clonmel,
I heard more complaints about the lowness 
of the price of labour in this neighbourhood 
than either at Tipperary or Casbcl. Yet I 
do not think that agricultural wages are less 
than from 6s. to 9s. a week on an average all 
the year round. On some farms they are con
siderably higher, and, though there is a good 
deal of poverty in Clonmel, I saw but few 
signs of it in the country. As for the rent 
of land, it varies from £5 to £7 ihe Irish 
acre for plots immediately about the town, 
to 30s. and £3 in the rurS districts ; and 
though I have heard, of dpurse, of rack 
rents—and such instances, doubtless, occur 
—I am satisfied, considering ihe present 
prices, that the land, as a rule, is not over
rented. Neither Arthur Young nor those 
who compiled the Report of the Devon 
Commission have, curiously enough, men
tioned what was the rate of rent here at 
their respective periods ; but following the 
analogy I have drawn out in preceding 
letters, it is tolerably certain that the burden 
of rent in this neighbourhood is not so heavy 
in 1869 as it was in 1779 or 1844. The 
whole land system of this district, upon a 
circle of several miles, is decidedly upon a 
more sound footing than that of Tipperary 
or Cashel ; and I am happy to say that the 
general relations between the owners and 
occupiers of the soil are more satisfactory. 
I do not mean that there is not much which 
a candid observer must view with regret ; 
that there are no checks upon social pro
gress ; that the husbandry of many farms is 
not backward ; the precarious tenures and 
the long train of mischiefs inseparably con
nected with them, in such state of society as 
exist in Ireland, are not too common, or that 
numerous instances of wrong done to tenants 
might not be quoted and put together ; nor 
do I suppose that the evil influences and 
notions prevalent elsewhere in Ireland are 
not to be found in this neighbourhood. But 
I assert that whatever is most objectionable 
in the order of things near Tipperary and

r
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Cashel only exists here in a mitigated form, 
and that the effects can be distinctly traced 
in the sentiments of the people. I shall 
not consider the relative numbers of the 
owners of the soil in this district, as they are 
divided by differences of creed ; but a vedivided by differences of creed ; but a very 
large proportion of landlords near Clonmel, 
and those of the more influential class, reside

X

________ _ ------------------------------------------------1UD1UC

more or less upon their estates ; and yon 
sec at once the fortunate results not only in 
mere material improvement, bnt in a kindlier

S
t dealing with the peasantry, and a 
iiitable management of landed pro- 
Bad landlords are not much com- 
of here. I have heard of many 
t landlords whom their tenantry 
rith esteem and affection ; I would 
especially Lord Lismore, Mr. Bag- 

well, and the heads ot a house for many 
generations Jkvered in Ireland—young Lord 
Ormonde and his honoured mother. Persons 
of this class, living much at home, and 
setting a good example to all, have con
tributed powerfully to improve the relations 
of landlord and tenant in this district ; nor 
can it be doubted that the proximity of a 
considerable town, and the commercial 
spirit which it diffuses around in all dealings, 
have co-operated in the same direction. 
Leases are given here comparatively freely, 
and, in many instances, the landlords either 
make all improvements on farms themselves, 
or allow a liberal compensation for them.
I heard of a case on Lord Ormonde’s estate 
where a sum of £2,200 was paid to a tenant 
on this account, without any positive engage
ment whatever. As I thought of conduct 
in such strong contrast with the sharp prac
tices of some Irish landlords, I could not 
wonder that the tenantry of an estate pur
chased lately by this distinguished family 
expressed their well-founded delight by 

. illuminating the adjoining hills with bonfires.
This is not the place to examine at length 

the general subject of tenants improvements, 
or the difficult questions arising from the 
fact that so much of the benefits that have 
been added to the soil of Ireland during a 
long period has been the work of occupiers 
with precarious tenures. I reserve eonsid- 
erations of this kind for a subsequent stage 
of this enquiry, when 1 shall have collected 
more evidence and your readers will have 
more ample materiels to draw satisfactory 
conclusions for themselves. Here I shall 
only say that if Irish landlords had acted 
generally as,y in nota few instances, land
lords in this neighbourhood have acted,__
had they taken care to construct and main
tain, at their own expense, the appliances 
necessary to put their farms in good order 
—not only would the agriculture of this

country be more advanced than it is now, 
but the claims now urged by many on behalf 
of the tenantry of Ireland could never have 
arisen, and statesmen would not be required 
to deal with that perplexing and formidable 
problem —how to adjust the equitable sight 
of the occupier, in respect of uncompen
sated improvements, without tampering 
with the legitimate rights of property. In 
making this observation I must not be under
stood as denouncing the landlords of Ireland 
as a class as "being extortioners or unjust," 
or as holding them up to popular odium. 
Such a charge would be not only untrue, 
but, in the highest degree, unwise and shal
low ; and I have no doub t examination will 
prove that a state of things which, at first I 
sight, seems to argue a general dereliction 
of duty is in the main attributable to pecu- ' 
liar circumstances and influences in the I

jumX

landed system of Ireland. In consequence, 
however, of the relations between landlord 
and tenant in this neighbourhood being, on 
the whole, better than I found them to be in 
the neighbourhood of Tipperary and Cashel, 
I noticed, I think, a perceptible difference 
in the feelings and inclinations of the people. 
I heard, indeed, a good deal of complain
ing ; talk not unfrequently of hardship and 
wrong ; discontent in various and many 
forms; I had to listen occasionally to the 
wild assertion of the right of the peasant to 
the soil he tills ; and in several instances I 
saw indications of the agrarian spirit that 
could not be mistaken. Nevertheless, the 
impression left on my mind was that of less 
irritated sentiments," of a tone of thought 
more modeiate and just than I had met in 
the other places I had visited. Agrarian 
crime has long been unknown here ; and 
many tenant farmers seemed to delight in 
acknowledging their regard for their land
lords. I perceived numerous signs of satis
faction with the existing arrangements of 
landed property, and of confidence in those 
who possess or manage it. Above all, I 
heard the tenant question often discussed 
without an allusion to extravagant or impos
sible demands, and from a point of view 
which shows that the Irish tenant, when the 
state of things amid which he lives is even 
tolerably scund anil equitable, can think 
justly upon this exciting subject.

As a proof ot this I give you the sub
stance of the remarks of a very intelligent 
man on whose farm I happened to walk. 
He held 16 or IT acres of land, now in a 
very fair state, but evidently once a barren 
tract of heath. On this plot of ground, 
which, he assured me, had neen. wholly re
claimed by hie father and himself, he had 
built a tolerably good slated homestead, but
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was merely a tenant from year to year.
His rent was certainly not high—I think 
15s. the Irish acre ; but it had been raised 
twice within twenty years; he had received 
nothing for his improvements ; and upon an 
oidinary calculation, many years would 
elapse, even if his occupation were pro
longed, before he could be reimbursed for 
his outlay. I asked this man what he would 
consider a fair settlement of the tenant 
question, expecting he would boldly assert 
an indefeasable title to the soil. He ex
pressed himself well satisfied with his land
lord, who, he said, “ was too just to disturb 
him ; but,” lie added, “Ishould like to have 
a lease of 31 years at a fair rent, in respect 
of heving reclaimed the land, and of 61 
years in respect of the house, which cost 
more than the land was once worth.” To 
minds accustomed to a state of things in 
which a case like this could hardly arise, 
the whole value of this land having been 
given to it by the occupier only, this claim 
may seem irrational and wild ; and I can 
anticipate the objection that the tenant 
ought, before improving, to have insisted 
on obtaining the security of a lease, and 
that he has now, even morally, no rights 
whatever. ïet, if we recollect the position 
of this peasant, a poor tenant at the will of 
his landlord, this objection, in conscience, 
loses much of its weight : and as to the ex
travagance of his demands in the abstract, 
what said the most philosophic of statesmen, 
the most jealous upholder ot the rights of
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Yet I do not mean to convey the notion that 
the landed system of this neighborhood is 
altogether in a satisfactory state, or that 
social phenomena do not exist here of a 
kind to cause regret and concern. Agricul
ture is in some places backward ; discon
tent is more or less prevalent ; you see too 
often signs of vague dissatisfaction. Nor 
should it be forgotten that, only two years 
ago, Clonmel was a principal seat of. 
Fenianism, and though this movement is , 
not identical with that which seeks great 
changes of rights in the land, it is, in ty , 
certain degree allied to it. I have made" 
particular inquiries on this subject from 
person^ fully informed and trustworthy, and 
their answers were not, on the whole, teiis- 
suring. The Fenian movement here was 
chiefly confined to the rabble of the town, 
which, as"T have said, is always to some ex
tent unemployed, and to some enthusiasts 
of a high order. The farmers, as a class, 
took no part in it, and did not even openly 
sympathize ; they seem to have feared it a 
good deal, and they obeyed willingly the 
injunctions of the clergy of the Roman 
Catholic Church to keep aloof from it. 
But they showed no signs of supporting the 
law ; they remained neutral, and apparently 
indifferent, and, as a most experienced gen
tleman told merjliere is no knowing what 
they would have dope had a rising been 
successful for a wepk.” This state of feeling 
exactly corresponds with the account given 
lpy Lord Mayo,in 1868, when Chief Secre-

property? Edmund Burke remarked, when rtary for Ireland ; it shows that even in a 
commenting upon the mischief done by the ^district at present very peaceable and, in a 
Penal Code, in limiting the duration ot the great measure, prosperous, a sentiment
interest in land which Roman Catholics 
could enjoy in Ireland, “ tenure of 30 
years is evidently no tenure upon which to 
build, to plant, to raise enclosures, to 
change the nature oj the ground, to make 
any new experiment which might improve 
agriculture, or do anything more than what 
may answer the immediate and momentary 
calls of rent to the landlord, and leave sub
sistence to the tenant and his family.”

In writing thus I must be understood as 
not indicating in the slightest way the gen
eral principles on which, in my judgment, 
the Irish Land Question ought to be settled. 
I confine myself to this particular case, and 
simply contend that from his point of view 
this humble man made a claim shocking to 
natural justice. 1 met, while travelling 
about this place, several instances of an 
inclination on the part of tenants to con
sider their relations with their landlords in 
a not inequitable spirit, and I heard less 
often than I had heard elsewhere preten
tions to thp ownership of the soil implied.

lurks in the heart oLthe class which is the 
main source of the wealth around connected 
too closely with disaffection.

No. VII.
Nenagii, Aug. 18.

The line from Clonmel to this place, by 
Limerick, diverges from the valley of the 
Suir along uplands of no great interest 
until you reach the little town of Cahir. 
Here it touches the extreme slopes of the 
Galtics, and, crossing the valley of Aher- 
low, runs for miles westward through the 
Golden Vale. As you advance into this 
magnificent tract the bounty of Nature 
seems to increase in proportion to the re
missness of man ; the noble pastures be
come more rich, the signs of good husbandry 
grow less frequent. No estate from the 
Limerick Junction to Limerick can be com
pared to that of Lord Derby as regards the
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external signs of prosperity ; the character 
of the country is that of marvellous but 
undeveloped fertility, the broad exnanses of 
radiant verdure are ill-fenced, ill-squared, 
and not half-drained, and there is a marked 
deficiency of good farm buildings. As you 
draw close to Limqrick the usual influences 
of a large city, make themselves felt, culti
vation appears more careful and trim ; you 
pass enclosures and market gardens, and the 
scene is animated with more traces of in
dustry. Turning from Limerick to the 
northeast, the train penetrates the low 
lauds between the Shannon and the high 
mountain range that divides Tipperary into 
its two Ridings ; and, after going through a 
district traversed by streams descending to 
the great river, and in places extending into 
wet flats, you reach a fine wide plain, sur
rounded by hills, from the centre of which 
rise the low roofs, round-tower, antfsteeples 
of the town of NenagB. Thig place is the 
capital of the North Riding of Tipperary, 
yet does not differ in any respect from the 
ordinary small country towns of Munster. 
It is composed of the usual main street of 
plain square houses with slaten roofs, inter
sected with streets of the same kind, edged 
on all sides with lanes of mud cabins ; and, 
as often is the case with towns in Ireland, 
its most conspicuous public buildings— 
besides rather a pretty Court-house and a 
quaint old bastion, lately repaired and 
known by the name of the Round of 
Nenagh—are the large union Workhouse, 
the gaol and the barracks. The trade of 
Nenagh is wholly confined to agricultural 
produce and retail commodities, and the 
place hos rather a decaying aspect. The 
population, as has been the case with the 
inland towns of Ireland generally, has de
clined between 1851 and 1861 from 7,349 
to 6,282 souls.

The country round Nenagh for several 
miles présente a great variety of features. 
The plain, of which the town is the cen
tral point, is a broad and generally fertile 
table-land, here and there swelling into gen
tle eminencies, and spreading out into fine 
corn land and pastures, interspersed with 
farmhouses and country seats. The land
scape is pleasing, tranquil, and rich ; signs 
of wealth and good cultivation are numer
ous; the breeds of cattle and horses are 
excellent; many of the homesteads, roofed 
with the thick, dark slate peculiar to the 
neighborhood, are well built ; and the crops, 
ripening under the August sun, give a fair 
promise of an abundant harvest. This 
tract, though verv inferior on the whole in 
fertility to the Golden Vale, contains, never
theless, much valuable land ; and as a great

part of it is laid out in tillage, it has the 
look of industry that in most places belongs 
to an agricultural district. All around the 
horizon is closed by hills in irregular masses 
at considerable distances, a range to the 
south, crowned by the high Keeper, being 
the boundary between the two Riding! 
while the Duharrows shut out the Shannoi 
to the west; to the north rises the com 
of Knockshegowna, and the far Slievi 
blooms spread their line eastward. As yoi 
approach the slopes of the nearer moun
tains the land becomes more poor and thin, 
flocks of sheep replace the cattle in thi 
valley, stone crops out of the half-enclosei 
fields, good farm-houses become infrequenl 
and the whole scene has rather a barrel 
aspect. When, however, at the little villagi 
of Portroe you cross the extreme edge ol 
the Duharrow range, and descend into thi 
lowlands beneath, a most beautiful land 
scape gladdens the sight. The broad Shan
non at this point has expanded into a vasl 
brimming mere, between heights that inclim 
to the water and end in terraces and bank 
of green, crowned with woods and form 
into parks and enclosures, from which rii 
the roofs of many a fine mansion. Froi 
this, its southern and most pictures'; 
limit, Lough Derg stretches in breadths o| 
gray between islets and eminencies nort 
ward, and the whole scene, with its blend 
features of sublimity, richness, and fi<m cul 
ture, is only surpassed by that of KillaVqey

7

I visited the possessor of one of the hand ,man Catholic pro
somest places on the Tipperary side of thi 
lake, and was charmed with the almos 
tropical vegetation, peculiar to a fe 
favoured spots in Ireland, in our northei 
climes. The holly, the arbutus, and thi
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e mountains. Agricultural wages, which 
the time of the Devon Commission did 
it exceed 4s. a week, and were even less, 
iw range from 6s to 10s.; farm servants 
ing with their employers receive from 
0 to £14 a year and their food ; and, 

ving probably to the demand for labour in 
ie slate quarries, I heard fewer complaints 

this head than when I was at Clonmel, 
the whole, the condition of the agricul- 

,ral labourer at the present time is reason- 
ily good ; he appears tolerably well clad 
d fed ; and the immense emigration of 

iis class which has occurred during the 
t 20 years in this and other parts of the 

iuntry is fast diminishing, and will soon, 
■obably, cease. The rent of land in the 
ys of Arthur Young varied from 10s. to 
s. the Irish acre ; at the period of ihe 
ivon Commission it had risen to from 15s. 
55s.; it has only very slightly advanced ; 

id, following the proportion I have before 
le, I have no doubt that it is now less 

rdensome than it was 25 or 93 years ago. 
though differing in a few particulars, the 
uded system of this neighborhood is, 
ivertheless, essentially the same as that 

ansion. From uch prevails throughout the couptryf and 
st picturesqui attended by the same general conse- 
! in breadths o ences. The great majority of t he owners 
inencies north fee are Protestants, the mass of the far- 
vith its blendei ir8 being Roman Catholics, and this rir
as, and ti<je cul instance, no doubt, cruses a certain 
it of KillaWjey iount of social antagonism. The few 
ne of the hand )man Catholic proprietors, however, that 
ary side of thi e found are not more liked than their 
ith Ihe almos -otestant equals : indeed, some have been 
iar to a fev troduced through the operation of the 
in our nortberi ,nded Estates Acts were described to me 
autus, and th being very unpopular. Absenteeism pre- 
he size of rea jig to a considerable extent, and is nccom- 
of the Hespei .nied by the usual results in severing the 
the orange an cupier from the owner of the soil, though 

a turf of exqui me of the absentee estates are adminis- 
varm, moist an -ed upon an equitable system. A larger 

imber ot moderate-sized estates occurs in 
s neigbborhoo is neighborhood thhn elsewhere ; the 
tets from that o mers of them are usually res dent, and 
iuntry. Farm me are certainly good landlords, but 1 
and 15 acres ve heard several condemned as unjust and 

npared to Ene inding, and not a few, I believe, are em- 
and are fairl rrassed and needy, 
tillage. Som These conditions of the ownership of the 
cultivated an il, though consistent with a certain amount 

md offices ; th prosperity, cannot, even when viewed by 
ed as good ; emsefves, be pronounced to be of a good 
lovenly appeal idency. Turning to the state of the occu- 
nbtless, of th ing tenantry, I found it, generally speak- 
quarries at j[, the same as that in the other places I 

cr a great nu.n lited—that is, it is not, on the whole, 
many thatche prosperous, considered in a material point 

g the skirts o view, but there is a great deal to cause 
a

just dissatisfaction, and elements of serious 
disorder are latent. I heard, as usual, some 
complaints of rack-rents, and instances, as a 
matter of course, might be cited ; but I am 
satisfied that the land is not generally rack- 
rented ; with rare exceptions rents have not 
risen in anything like proportion to prices; 
and, as a rule, the farmers are well off, 
many of them having good balances in the 
banks, the accumulations of years of suc
cessful industry. Passing, however, to the 
circumstances of the cccupiei’s tenure, I 
met, in rather an aggravated form the whole 
train of unfortunate phenomena to which I 
have already directed attention. The land
lords, with very few exceptions, much fewer 
than in the neighbourhood of Clonmel, have 
done very little in the way of improvement, 
and almost everything that during two gene
rations has been added to the value of the 
soil ha^been the result of the 1 hour of the 
tenantry. Yet leases in this district are ' ^ O 
exceedingly rare, even for the most brief 
agricultural term ; on some estates they are /7HA0 
neremptorily refused, and that sometimes, I 
ÜèTieve, most unjustly; and thus the class 
which, in point of fact, has well nigh created 
the wealth of this neighbourhood has no 
certain interest in the land in which its capi
tal and industry have been sunk, is liable to 
be extruded from it at a six m nths’ notice 
without a shilling of comnensation, or may 
see'its legitimate profits BlcSeiTaway by a 
dishQtxealincrease of rent by the landlord.
Such a state of Ihingsj whatever the cause, s. 
is obviously injurious to the general welfare, 
and makes the tenant a mere dependent, 
exposed to wrong of every description; and 
though I am far from saying that the land
lords heie have abused largely their enor
mous power, I have been told certainly of 
some painful instances. Thus it has been 
said that on some estates notices to quit are 
regularly served every year in order to give 
the landlords the means of raising the rate 
of rent as they please, and 1 have been in
formed of cases in which a widowed tenant 
has I een forbidden to re-marry from mere 
frivolous whim and caprice; a restriction 
which, if it were in a contract, would be 
clearly contrary to public policy, being thus 
made a condition of tenure. A good deal 
of coercion, too, has been practised, even of 
late years, tit elections ; and when I add that, 
pernicious as they an-, the sale of farms held 
at will is common, that great prices are

friven for these interests, and yet that the 
andlords may extinguish them as they 

please, this order cf things must be de
scribed as at least being open to frightful • 
abuses.

Tîlall not at present discuss the question
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landed system of Ireland as a whole—to 
what extent these deplorable anomalies may 
be charged on landlords or tenants in Ire
land, or whether they are not rather due to 
a complication of unfortunate circumstances. 
I must here, however, anticipate an objection 
that is dfertain to occur to many of your 
readers. The greater portion of the land of 
Englsmd, probably, is held under tenancies 
at will merely, and, as this state of things 
is not fruitful of evil, why should we 
suppose the result to be different in 
Ireland? But, in the first place, a tenant- 
at-will in England receives bis farm in good 
order from his landlord, and, as a rule, 
never sinks capital in it ; the Irish tenants- 
at-will or their predecessors in most instan
ces have entered holdings that were in a 
rude, uncultivated state, and have deposited 
in them the fruits of years of industry. In 
the second place, the tenant-at-will in Eng
land is, speaking generally, a man of sub
stance. who can deal with his landlord at 
iiim’s-length, in Ireland he is, for the most 
part, a mere peasant, who can seldom con
tract ou terms of equality. Again, too, the 
feeling between landlord and tenant in 
England is more kindly than in Ireland, and 
more calculated to lead to liberal dealing : 
and, above all, the taking of land in England 
is regulated in part by local custom and in 
part by the competitien of capital ; in Ireland 
it is still regulated in some degree by the 
competition ot poverty. The case in Eng
land is that of a fair partnership in which 
the partners, if they unite their funds in the 
common stock, do not confuse their shares, 
and stand on a footing sufficiently equal ; 
the case in Ireland is that of an association, 
in which the weaker paity is often practi
cally compelled to expend largely without 
being able to obtain security for his expense, 
and has nothing to trust to for a return but 
the honour cr forbearance of the stronger, 
whose appa:ent interest is the other way ; 
who is sometimes not well-disposed towards 
him, and of whom he is usually the mere 
dependent. 'I_he cases, therefore, are essen
tially different ; and to apply principles that 
as respects one, may not be attended with 
tangible evil to the other, which is entirely 
distinct, is false logic, and, may be, bad le
gislation. I proceed to give one or two illus
trations of this vicious system in this neigh- 
Bourhood, taking, probably, a very favour
able instance. Close to this town is the fine 
estate of Mr. Stafford O’Brien, well known as 
one of the most popular of Tipperary land
lords, and though, unfortunately, usually an 
absentee, liked by the people and generally 
respected. His agent, too, bears a high
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character, and I do not doubt has never en-1 deservedly like 
tertained a thought of doing an intentional! besot by a vt 
wrong to a tenant. I walked on the landaBiake this eqmt 
was pleased with them, and entered casoBease the superit 
ally into conversation with the good dame ofKe may givesom 
one of the most substantial occupiers. ThereKiay bring unpTei 
was an excellent slated house on the farmBelt ; and he pre 
that cost probably £100; and this and thelncertainty, trus 
adjoining offices had been built, she ic-Ke as good ns a 1 
formed mo, out of her marriage portiooBqually clear or ( 
The rent was, and always had been, at a fairKure a guarantee
value ; her husband was merely a tenant-at-Kbly entitled, but
will ; yet he had never received a penny olBwill, be thinks, 
compensation or any equivalent that I couldluch a case thro» 
discover, and he had neither a lease nor >Kf the land sysfen 
prospect of one. I asked why he bad beeaBn its existing cor 
so unwise as to lay out his money on anotherlo the public goc 
man’s land without a particle of real secu-Hwill, mistrust, we 
rity. She replied, pointing to a ruinedlit may lead to cr 
cabin, “That was all the accommodation 
when I came here, ai d a decent couple 
could not live in it.” I then asked why he 
had not applied for a lease, and with what 
tenure he would be satisfied, regard being] 
had to his outlay. She answered that “ Mr.
Stafford O’Brien preferred his people to 
trust to his word; that they did not like to 
trouble his honour; that, perhaps, hill 
agent and he would not be pleased ; that] 
the land would possibly be re-valued if an 
application for a lease were made ; and of] 
course, that a mere 21 years’ lçjtse would, in] 
such circumstances, be of Mo advantage.!
Things might as well remain as they were, 
trusting to a gentleman who was good to] 
the tenant and kept faith, unless they could] 
get a term of 50 or 60 years ; that w.uld be 
of real use to them.”

In another case on the same estate, a 
house, worth about £2 )0, had been built 
under similar circumstances, and 1 heard 
comments, of much the same character.
Such instances, and I select purposely an 
estate that bears a good name, deserve, in 
my judgment, serious attention. Here is » 
tenant who is actually forced, if ho would 
maintain his wife and family in comfort, to 
invest his capital in his landlord’s land, 
unless he chooses to run the most doubtful 
chance of being able to find a farm else
where. He adds enormously to the value of 
the property, the owner and his agent con
senting ; but he doos not obtain any return, 
except the hare continuance of occupation, 
and for this, being a yearly tenant, hi has 
not even a shadow of security. He is per
fectly aware of his precarious position, and 
would gladly, if he could, be assured a 
tenure that would restore his outlay or con
firm him in the possession to which, until 
compensated, he has a moral claim ; but 
though hie landlord is an upright man, and
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i deservedly liked in the neighbourhood, he 
besot by a vague fear that, if he snail 

ake this equitable request, he may dis-, 
ilease the superior he dreads at heart, that 
ie may give some unknown offence, that he 
jay bring unpleasant consequences on him- 
lelf; and he prefers to remain in perilous 
incertainty, trusting to “ a word that may 

as good as abend," but which is neither 
iqually clear or durable, to seeking to pro- 
:ure a guarantee to which he is unquestion- 
" ly entitled, but the concession of which 
ill, he thinks, be distasteful. Dots not 
ich a case throw a Jight into the recesses 

if the land system of Ireland, and show how; 
in its existing condition, it woiks injuriously 

the public good, how it may generate ill- 
ill, mistrust, want of eonfiderce, and how 

it may lead to cruel injustice ? And if such 
"lings are done in the green tree, what may 
e done in the dry—if cases like these are 

[of common occurrence on the property of 
wners who merit esteem, and wto would 
,ot actively commit a wrong, what may 

[and does happen/on estates of which the 
jowners~*re,pf^/different character, or are 
tempted by embarrassments to appropriate 
what in confidence belongs to others? I 
[know it will be replied that all this is 
theory—that Irish tenants do not care for 
leases, that they actually like being tenants 
at-will—silly plausibilities with which igno 
ranee or self-interest endeavour to set 
aside reason. It is likely enough that many 
tenants in Ireland in a similar position to 
the one I have described would never put 
forward a claim to a lease ; nor should I 
blame them, if they piofessed themselves 
dissatisfied with an ordinary term of 21 years. 
Bat, notwithstanding some sapient notions 
to the contrary, Irish nature resembles 
human nature. It*TTkes reaping where it 

| has sown ; it prefers security -to ruin and 
uncertainty ; and there is nothing an Irish 
tenant prizes in the abstract so much as a 
durable tenure.

The neighbourhood of Nenagh has been 
free from agrarian crime during several 
years. Yet in this, as in other parts of the 
country, the agrarian spirit mire or less 
prevails, Few landlords would, I think, 
dare to provoke it. It affects perceptibly 
the management of property. There is a 
curious equity in this evil spirit which in 
most instances yr- respected ; the great ob
ject of the popular desire being to retain the 
occupier ef land in possession, but subject 
to a not unreasonable rent, it seldom visjts
with its vengeance a landlordfwlo evicts 
iefaulter in this respect, but only those who 
motion Hbfti is called “title"—that is, 

f after a notice to quit. This uT exactly simi-

C. \ I A ! A .. ( * ( ,
lar to Trades’ Unionism, which, like other 
confederacies, has its standard of right, 
from which it does not readily deviate, and 
which assumes the mask of justice in the 
commission of crime. Here, as elsewhere, 
as 1 went among the peasantry, I heard of 
vague demands for “ fixity of tenure," and 
wild assertions of a kind of right to the soil ; 
but such expressions were not well-defined ; 
and in most instances the claim was re
stricted to a tena it right after the sale of 
goodwill, and to an extension of occupation 
which would give compensation for past 
improvements. One rush enthusiast said to 
me boldly, “ We have pulled down the ty
rant Church, and we will next pull down the 
tyrant landlords; ” but, as a general rule, I 
heard the tenant’s case put forward in a 
tolerably rational manner. One very im
portant class of persons was more open or 
more precise in its philosophy with respect to 
the Land Question. 1 have had the honour 
of being introduced to several heads of the 
Homan Catholic Church, and these prelates, 
whenever they touched on )he subject, 
seemed not to have extravagant notions, to" 
appreciate the problem in its various bear
ings, and to understand the enormous diffi- 
c; Ity of solving it on the principle on which 
it must be settled—respect to existing rights 
of pioperty. But nearly all the younger 
Roman Catholic Clergy wnose ideas on this 
matter I have endeavourei to asceilain have 
been more absolute in their tone ; bave de
nounced the landlords, as a ejass, severely; 
and have declared with remarkable una
nimity, that nothing ought to content the 
tenant save a perpetual or very long interest, 
at a rent to be adjusted by the State. This 
language irom the lips of men who possess 
extraordinary influence over the people, is 
significant and deserves to be noticed ; I 
shall not speculate vhether it is the genuine 
expression ot the sentiment of their flocks 
uttered by pastois comparatively in a state 
of independence, or whether it is the pecu- 
!iar conviction ot a class unhappily during 
mat y years not a little too hostile to Irish 
landlords, and too prone to involve them in 
a sweeping condemnation.

No. VIII.
- , Aug. 21.

I shall postpone the consideration of the 
causes that have led to agrarian crime in 
Ireland to the period when I purpose to re
view the landed system of the country as a 
whole, end to draw a comprehensive picture 
of it. As Tipperary, however, was the 
birthplace, and has always been the focus 
and Rentre of these deplorable deeds of 
violence, I think'll advisable in this letter tô
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give you a brief historical account of the 
origin and phenomei a of the agrarian 
crimes which, with short intervals of inter
mission, have disgraced this county for more 
than a century.

ihe state of society in this district vas 
favourable, frcma remote age, to the de
velopment of tendencies ana sentiments 
among the people akin to the agrarian spirit, 
and it witnessed repeated scenes of lawless
ness that partook of an agrarian character. 
Beloie the ciose of the twelfth century the 

<7 - Anglo-Norman conquerors of Ireland had 
taken possession of these fertile lands, and 
had planted military colonies in them that 
held the vanguished natives in subjection, 
The Celtic chiefs, h 'wever, and their broken 
class found a refuge in the hills and wild 
mountain glens, and from these fastnesses 
often poured down in fierce raids upon the 
intruding stranger who had banished them 
fiom their ancient heritage. The contest, 
which in this way assumed the form of a pro
tracted struggle for land continued during 
generations, and was prolonged by the un
happy circumstances which mark this period 
of Irish history. The barbarous legislations 
of the Conventions of the Pale drew a deep 
and impassable line of disiinction between 
the English settlers and the tribes of the 
Irishry ; and by prohibiting intermarriage 
between the two races, by elevating the one 
to~Spartan superiority, aud by lowering the 
other to Helot degradation, made, as far 
as it could, the feud inveterate. The effects 
of the famous statutes of Kilkenny were 
doubtless strongly felt in Tipperary, where 
the Anglo-Norman, from the earliest time, 
had overrun the domain of the Celt; and 
they, of course tended to aggravate the 
quarrel between the dominant caste and the 
children of the soil, and to check the in
fluences that would have appeased it. Nor 
did conquest bring iuto this region the firm 
government and comparatively equal law 
which England enjoyed even in the Middle 
Ages, and wh ch had such great and fortu
nate consequences in consolidating and 
aniting the English nation. Tipperary, with 

1 several qf the adjoining counties, became 
the appanage of a few powerful nobles, 
who, far removed from the seat of the 
Monarchy, lived in a state of rude independ
ence, and spread around the evils of half
savage feudalism. In their vast domains the 
power of the «frown aud the authority of 
•W law were unknown ; their rule was 

t of anarchic tyranny, and their days 
eye spent in tierce strife with each other, 
m “ hostings” against the common " Irish 

enemy.’’ The aboriginal race had thus
never a chance of seeing the face of order

i rudimentsand justice, or of acquiring the r 
civilization; and they remained sunk
ignorant barbarism, at continual feud wit 
their foreign oppressors. Yet time grade] 
ally wrought a strange revolution in thi 
distempered state of society. The descent 
ants of the Anglo-Norman settlers lost tl 
type of their separate nationality ; and, in] 
stead of leavening with their influence, be] 
came confused with the surrounding IrishryJ 
whom they are said to have surpassed u" 
wild rudeness. In this way the differencei 
between the two races wjre nearly effaced; 
yet the traditional contest for the right U 
ihe soil seems never to have permanently 
ceased ; and the ultimate result was only to 
increase the turbulent dièorder that gene
rally prevailed.

During the critical period of the 16t 
century Tipperary was continually the scene 
of a contest between the houses of Ormondl 
and Desmond, the one representing the] 
power of the Tudors, the other, Catholicism] 
and Philip II. The Irisiiry and most of the 
old settlers sided enthusiastically with the 
Desmonds, and,upon the fall of that ancient 
house, underwent the bitter fate of the con
quered. A part of Tipperary was confis
cated and divided among a new race of colo
nists, and the title to land became once more
the source of fierce animosities in this dis
trict. Disputes, however, of this kind weie 
before long forgotten in the tremendous 
change effected by the Cromwellian con
quest, which, to this day, is the principal 
basis of the settlement of landed p’Operty 
in the county. I write with a carious msj) 
before me, from which it would appear that 
the entire of Tipperary, not excepting even 
a single estate, was parcelled out among 
the victorious soldiers who followed the 
standard of the gr. at Protector, or the 
“adventurers" who had advanced funds to 
suppress the rebellion of 1641 ; but, though 
this is, possiBIy, an exaggeration, the revo
lution was extraordinary and portentuous. 
A race of new colonists, flushed with con
quest, after a civil war of the most ruthless 
kind, and animated with fanatical zeal, was
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poured in a mass into this region, and
set .led on the lands of its former possessors, 
whose titles they had destroyed1 by the 
sword, whose faith they abhorred as worse 
ihan idolatry, and whose subjugation was 
their only hope of safety. The vanquished 
race remained, tor the most part, in ruined 
servitude upon the soil which they cultivated 
for their rude masters, kept down from rising 
by terror only, and cherishing continually 
in their hearts wild and passionate hopes of 
regaining their own, and dark feelings of 
anger and hatred. It is easy to understand
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frhat relations would grow up between 
lasses like these, intermingled locally, but 
norally foes ; and, during many years, the

[Iromwellian settlers ware disturbed bv the 
ttacks of fierce cateraas, headed usually by 
escendants of the ancient gentry, who, 
suing from their wild retreats in the hills, 

Committed all kinds of atrocious outrages. 
;he colonists, however, backed by the 
[lower of England, maintained their ground 
nth sufcccss, and, as time rolled on, and the 
>enal Code completely broke down the 
Irish Catholics, the struggles of the “To
pes,” as they were called, ceased in Tippe
rary as elsewhere in the first years of the 
18th century. The heirs of the conquerors 
low became a squirearchy of the most op
pressive kind, and the heirs of fEe con
quered a down-trodden peasantry, but, open 

stance being hopeless, the land was at 
sace during some generations. Yet the 

aemory of the old confiscations survived ; 
he feud touching land that had tasted for 
snturies continued in the hearts of the 

bous of the sufferers; and, in Tipperary 
especially,—I use the remarkable words of 
iord Chnccellor Clare in a speech for the 
Jnion,—“The gentry were hemmed in on 

every side by the old inhabitants brooding 
aver their discontents in sullen indigna
tion."

A soil penetrated by influences like these, 
lontinuing daring a succession of ages, 

[was well fitted to develope the germs of 
igrarian crime and the agrarian spirit. 

[Until after the middle of the 18th century 
the peasantry of Tipperary remained qui
escent, sunk in the state of degraded 
serfdom described in the writings ol Swift 
and Berkeley. But os their numbers be 
gan to multiply, and the means of sub
sistence, too, became less, their increasing 
strength or their increasing poverty united 
them into those combinations ever since 
known by the name of ^agrarian. These 
outrages commenced about 1761, theirjirst I 
occasion Eemg'the eviction of cottiers upon 
à large scale, and the extinction of some 
ancie .t privileges of pasture in the south 
of Tipperary. The peasantry rose against 
the lanalotM they hated, and formed them
selves into ljirge bodies, who “went through 
the country throwing down fences, rooting 
up orchards, cuttrhg down trees, and doing 
various injuries to property." The move
ment soon spread throughout the county, 
and from the first it had many of the char
acteristics of the agrarian conspiracies of 
the present day. It was, iitdeed, rather the 
tumultuous insurrection ofxan excitable 
people, without a definite aim save to inflict 
vengeance on its oppressors blindly, than the

systematic working of secret associations, 
having usually a tolerably well-settled object, 
and carrying it out by a regular agency. 
The Whitebojs of those days—they were 
so calfei! from (lie white shirts they wore in 
their raids—rather sought to punish indis
criminately the class which they imagined 
had done them wrong than to establish a 
usage in favour of the occupiers of the land 
under a terrible sanction ; rather indulged 
in vague and general intimidation than en
deavoured to enforce the observance of a 
popular code by isolated assassinations. 
Nevertheless, the Whiteboyism of that 
period was the parent of the agrarianism ot^ 
this age, and resembled it in its most promi
nent features. It was recognized os a waj; 
of class against class, and cr mmanded"wI3e- 
aprèûd popular sympathy. “ Government" 
wrote the accurate Arthur Young, “offered 
very large rewards for informations which 
brought a few every year to the gallows, 
without any radical cuie for the evil. The 
reason why it was not more effective was 
the necessity of any persons who gave iheir 
evidence quitting their homes and country." 
The combination terrified the local gentry, 
who, though supported by the power of the 
State, proved tnemselves unable to cope 
with it. “Many of the magistrate* were 
active in apprehending them, but the want 
of evidence prevented punishment” Then, 
as now, too, this system of outrage disre- 
garded all religious distinctions, for though 
tffosT of its abettors, taken from the ranks 
of the poor, were Roman Catholics, it 
visited those who disobeyed its rules, 
whether Catholic or Protestant, with equal 
vengeance. Like the agrarianism, also of 
this generation, it observed a rude standard 
of right, and administered a kind of perver
ted justice ; it followed, even in the perpe
tration of crime, a course determined by a 
strange sort of equity. And, like agrarian
ism, though local in its origin, it had a ten
dency to ally itself with any movement 
against the Government ; and, in its worst 
developement, it became confused with the 
most criminal excesses! of violence or pas
sion.

The agrarian outbreak ofl761--2 agita
ted Tipperary during several years, and soon 
spread over the adjoining county. Like a 
meteor of the marsh, the evil spirit flitted 
about and blazed wherever it found, as, 
unhappily, was too often the case, a soil 
congenial to the noxious influence. The 
greater part of Munster and a large tract 
in Leinster were, before long, affected by 
the contagious mischief ; and in many 
places the peasantry commenced a servile 
war of an atrocious kind. The local squire-
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archy, irritated and dismayed, but unpro
tected by a regular police, were wholly 
unable to cope with this foe ; and the 
Government had no other remedy than 
measures of coemion ( f ten iniquitous. The 
Irish Parliament chracteristicallÿ refused 
to enquire into the causes of thj evil, 
but there were not wanting voices, even 
in that assembly, to ascribe it to the op
pression of the people. Towards the close 
of the century the movement became as
sociated with the rebellious conspiracy 
that broke out in 1798, and then, as in 1867, 
too many of the peasantry of Tipperary 
looked ont blindly for aid from the stranger. 
After the Union,as the power of the Govern
ment increased, agrarianism entered a new 
phase; it became less openly bold, but more 
stealthy and deadly. The loose confedera
cies of armed ruffians were replaced grad
ually by secret societies, which laid down 
the conditions of landed tenure in the sup
posed interests of the occupiers of the soil, 
and administered this law by exacting ven
geance, in the iorm o/ assassination and 
outrage, from all those who ventured to 
break it. These combinations extended far 
and wide, and few of the midland counties 
were free from them, but Tipperary was al
ways their principal seat, ana the most con
spicuous theatre of their deeds. As might have 
been expected,they were often quiescent; but 
when society begun to hope that they had alto
gether disappeared, the pressure of a period 
of distress, or even the excitement of po
litical strife, would quicken them again into 
activity. Agrarianism in Tipperary and 

elsewhere was never mure formidable than 
in the 18 years between 1816 and 1834, 
marked by the decline of the war prices, 
the increasing poverty of the lower classes, 
and the agitation of the Catholic and tithe 
questions. In Lord Wellesly’s language 
it had then become “ a complete system 
of legislation, with the most prompt, vigor
ous and severe executive power, sworn, 
equipped, ami armed for all purposes of 
savage punishment.” lot the decade that 
followed some mitigation $h its worst symp
toms may, perhaps, be noticed, in conse
quence, possibly, of the more impartial 
and firm administration of justice that Ire
land then began to enjoy. Yet it indicat

ed its presence by frightful results, even 
‘ at the time of the Devon Commission, 

Tipperary alone in 1844 was disgraced by 
not less than 253 agrarian crimes, includ
ing five murders, and 23 conspiracies or 
attempts to murder, 18 cases of incendiary 
fires, 119 threatening letters, and 20 instan
ces of firing into dwellings.

Agrarianism burst out for a time in

great strength during the terrible crisis 
that followed the famine of 1846, and in 
Tipperary it was more or less allied with 
the treasonable movement of 1848. Since 
that period it has perceptibly declined, 
throughout Ireland, and even in this county 
its original seat and chosen home. The 
gradual but decided increase of prosperity,! 
ihe diminution in numbers and emigration 
of the most reckless portion of the popula
tion, the prolonged influence of mild and 
just government, and, not least, as I assert 
with confidence, a change for the better in 
the conduct of the upper classes to their 
inferiors, compared with that of their fath
ers and grandfathers.—nil this has unques
tionably mitigated this evil spirit, even in 
this county. Thirty-five years ago Sir Rob
ert Peel exclaimed, with reference to the 
question of placing Tipperary under mar
tial law, that “law in tnat district was g'l 
mockery, and the British Constitution a 
ghastly phantom.” The language of that 
calm-minded statesman would nowadays be 
extremely wild ; the county is not generally 
disturbed j the greater part of it is at peace; 
the agrarian crimes that have been lately I 
committed have been confined to a small 
local area. Still, even within the last 20 [ 
years, agrarianism has prevailed in Tippe
rary to an extent that must create apprehen
sion; it baffled not long ago a Special 
Commission; it has lately given rise to]
some fearful deeds ;̂ it was in some degree 
connected with Fenianism ; nor is its poweri po
limited by its mere activity. I have already 
said that at this moment it has a marked 
effect in this county in regulating the man
agement of landed property ; and it is un
doubtedly sustained by too much sympathy. 
Nevertheless, looking across broad spaces 
of time, as a fair enquirer in Ireland must 
do, its influence is upon the wane, and we 
may look forward to its final extinction.

.No. IX.
Maryborough, Auo. 26.

A branch of the Great Southern and 
Western takes the traveller from Nenagh to 
Ballybrophy. The route traverses a range 
of uplands, not far from the watershed which 
divide the top heads of the Suir and Nare 
fi-om the streams that flow westward into 
Lough Derg, and the surrounding country 
is of little interest. The mountain chain 
that runs through the county of Tipperary 
is seen to the south, but the landscape i» not 
beautiful or picturesque; the soil, worn away 
by the descending waters, is rather thin and 
poor, and the character of this agriculture 
is not remarkable. Near Ballybrophy the 
train runs into the main line, and goes
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irough a country for the most part without 
striking feature, until, after passing the 

llievebloom hills, it leaves you in the little 
[own of Maryborough, the capital ol the 
(ueen’s County. This district and the 
leighbouring county, the King’s, are re- 
aarkable instances of a truth, • and often 
)resent to the Irish mind, that Catholic no 
less than Protestant England carried out the 
item law by which a stronger prevails over 

weaker race, and is associated with the 
larch of conquest in Ireland. During the 

;radual decline of the English power in 
; reland in the 14th century the Celtic tribes 
of O'Moro and O’Connor, before driven 
behind the Shannon, reoccupied this great 
midland tract, and, fenced in front by im
mense morasses, and on either sides by 
mountains and lakes, maintained a wild and 
rude independence As the frontier of the 
dwindling Pale receded, the Irish march, as 
it was called, advanced ; it encroached on 
the lordships of the Fitzgeralds, and reached 
the central plain of Kildare, and more than 
once the burghers of Dublin saw from their 
walls the horizon in the west red with the 
blaze of the Celtic foray. When the Tudor 
monarchy was at last consolidated it became 
a main object with English statesmen to re
gain possession of this territory, “ the Gate 
of the Irishry,” as they named it, that ltd 
into the “ castle of the King and an op
portunity before long arose after the sup
pression of the Geraldine rebellion. An 
English army, marching from the Pale, 
carried fire and sword into the “ barbarous 
countrys” of the chiefs who bad joined the 
rebel earl ; and O’More and O'Connor paid 
homage to Henry VIII. for Leix and Offaley, 
the Celtic appellation of their districts. 
Fresh quarrels were now slow to break out, 
as the English settlers began to press on the 
border line of the aboriginal race ; and the 
conquest which Henry had commenced was 
consumated by his daughter Mary Tudor. 
The fervid Catholicism of the Celt did not 
prevent the Sovereign who represented the 
cause of Catholic reaction in England from 
annexing a region necessary to the mainten
ance and preservation of English rule ; and 
Leix and Offaley weie subdued by Sussex, 
under circumstances, it is said, of atrocious 
cruelty. A swarm of English colonists was 
introduced into what was then a desolate 
wa le ; the possessions of the vanquished 
were made shire land, and called the King’s 
and Queen’s Counties ; and the little forts 
of Maryborough and Philipstown, planted in 
the mid^t of the barren wilderness, com
memorated the names of the Royal subju
gators. Three centuries have elapsed, and 
this region is now a large agricultural tract,

rich with the fruits of the industry of men ; 
and, notwithstanding a variety of changes, 
it is still held to a great extent by the 
descendants of the colonists of the Tudors. 
Yet even to this day in some places the 
fancy of the peasantry clings to the deeds of 
the ancient chiefs and their class, and their 
memory is not wholly forgotten. A scroll, 
from the land of a local architect, on the 
family mansion of the O’Connors, records 
that the builder in 1803 was “ heir to the 
principality of Offaley and “ The O’More” 
of Claghan was once a name of vast influence 
in the King’s County. Let no one suppose 
that such things have nothing to do with the 
Irish land question.

Maryborough is a poor county town with
out a single feature that deserves notice. 
Mount Mellick, however, at a small distance, 
seems to be a busy and thriving place, and 
Portarlington, though little more than a 
village, is not without a peculiar interest. 
Towards the close of the 17th century a 
colony of French Huguenot refugees was 
settled here by William III., and the spot 
abounds in truces of the exiles. Until late 
years the Calvinist service was read in 
French in the little church ; French names 
are not rare in the neighbourhood ; in 
several of the houses treasured relics of old 
fathers of the settlement may be found ; in 
many ot the well-tilled farms around, held 
by Soatiers and Le Grands, you may see the 
trim neatness of Frendh husbandry. I have 
visited the surrounding county for miles, and 
it is of a singular character. This whole 
district at one time was little more than a 
huge morass of turf mosses and swampy flats, 
flooded by the head waters of the Barrow, 
from which scanty breadths of upland arose, 
in places crowned by low bills and eminen
ces. The industry of successive genera
tions has gradually diminished these watery 
spaces and increased the area of agriculture ; 
it has fenced and enclosed the whole tract, 
and rescued it from barrenness of nature. 
Yet the landscape retains its peculiar 
features and much of its original form ; the 
turf bogs crop out in numberb ss places ; 
the valleys of the many intersecting streams 
that find their way to the Barrow are wet ; 
the best soil is seen near the hills or along 
the slopes that incline from them ; and the 
valley of the Barro v itself, as it flows in a 
semicircular sweep from below Portarlington 
to A thy, is even now in summer a water- 
soaked cl annel, and is flooded for many 
square miles in winter. On the uplands, 
however, some fine breadths of tillage and 
pasture may be seen ; and in several places 
especially among the sunny nooks at the 
foot of the hills, most beautiful country
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seats appear, their rich plantations and well- 
squared fields forming charming cases in a 
scene by no means generally attractive or 
fertile. This is the character of the whole 
country, from the village of Stradbally to 
Portarlington ; and as you pass by the 
pleasant succession of well-built mansions, 
with their ornamental grounds, here and 
there extending into noble parks, of nest 
farmsteads, and cultivated lands, bright 
with com and turnips and dotted with sheep 
you feel as if you arc in a good English 
county. If you ascend, however, that 
curious steep the Rock of Dunamase, the 
last spur of the low range that overlooks 
the plain, thence stretching far into the 
King’s County, you see that the landscape is 
of a different description. It is a rather 
poor agricultural tract, broken in many 
places by the red turf moss, and here 
and there by tolerably good grasslands, and 
edged at a distance by the marshes that 
mark the course of the Barrow eastward. 
It is unfortunate that no attempt has been 
made to lower the bed of this river, for its 
waters injure the whole adjoining country.

The Queen’s is an agricultural county, 
and though it contains some fine pas:uiage 
on its western verge where it meets Tipper
ary, its lands are for the most part in tillage. 
Farms in the days of Arthur Young were 
usually of cdhsiderable size, from 4i0 to 30 
and 40 acres. As had been the case in all 
parts of lrelandwhere a given area had been 
agricu|tu al, they had become greatly reduc
ed in *extent at the period of the Devon 
Commission ; and though since the famine 
of 1840, consolidation has progressed apace, 
they are small in the large majority of in
stances. The Queen’s County upon an area 
of 420,095 acres in extent, has still 4,230 
buildings rated t and under 41. to the poor, 
the holdings above 201. being 2,595 : where
as Tipperary, with 1,046,877 acres, has only 
6,600 of these very small holdings, and 
7,505 of the larger kind. The emigration 

-from this country has been immense, thé 
population, which in 1841 numbered 153,- 
792 souls, having fallen in 1861 to 90,650; 
and this diminution was, no doubt, caused 
in some degree by the eviction of tenants. 
Here, however, as throughout Ireland gen
erally, there has been a great change for 
the better, though I do not think it has been 
so market! as in the much finer county of 
Tipperary. The harvest is now going on 
briskly; the corn crops'are good, though 
not heavy ; and were it not that machines 
are supplying on many farms the place of 
men, there would be a want of agricultural 
labourers. Around Maryborough, for sev
eral miles, the wages of this class are now

very high, women earning as much as 3s. a| 
day; and, 1 think, taking the year round," 
they are not less than from 7s. to 10s. al 
week. Here, therefore, as elsewhere, thel 
agricultural labourer, in a material point oil 
view, is not Ill off; and the popular publical 
lions tlTat feed his discontent, by endeavour-1 
ing to draw an unfavorable contrast between] 
his present and past condition, disregard the 
facts, or are ignorant of them. As respects 
the agriculture of this district, it is of 
very varying character; it is excellent in al 
few favoured spots, tolerably good in a fair 
number of farms, but on very many exceed
ingly backward ; and the whole country, as I 
I have said before, suffers greatly from the 
want of a system of drainage, many thous- ] 
àfid acres being submerged wilh water, and 
in winter rendered completely useless. There 
has been some improvements, however, in 
this respect during the last twenty years; I 
saw a good deal of careful draining >n lands 
that afforded a rapid fall ; but nothing com
prehensive can be accomplished until the 
Barrow shall have been made a suitable out
fall forthis whole tract, a work, perhaps, 
beyond individual enterprise. The rent of 
land has risen comparatively little, taking 
even a considerable space of time : it was 
from 22s. to 33s. the Irish acre on the best 
farms in the days of Arthur Young, and it 
is now probably from 34s. to 45s., this slow 
advance being in part caused by the circum
stance that, a century ago, the value of all 
corn lands not for from Dublin was factiti
ously enhanced by a bounty paid on grain 
iul reduced into that capital, a tax happily 
long ago abolished. Considering, however, 
their intrinsic worth, the lands of this dis
trict are in my judgment, let a good deal 
higher than those of Tipperary; ana though I 
do think them, nsa.rule, overrented, I have 
heard more complaints of rack-rents in this 
neighbourhood than I heard throughout the 
adjoining county. The farmsteads and 
offices, with ma y exceptions, are not well- 
built or of a good kind ; mud cabins and 
poor dwellings abound ; and the farmers, as 
a class, seemed to me decidedly Teas pros
perous than their fellows in Tipperary.

The landed system of Queen’s Countv 
does not differ widely from that of Tipperary, 
and the social results are at bottom tjie same. 
I have to apologize to your readers and to 
yourself for running into frequent repeti 
lions ; but it is impossible to not give (he 
same account of phenomena essentially the 
same, and it is necessary to present them 
fully to the public. In this neighborhood, 
as elsewhere, the line between thé owners 
and occupiers of the soil is, for the 
most part, marked by religious distinctions ;
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tie landlords are nearly all Protestants, 
he tenants are nearly all Roman 
batholics: and differences of race, not 
wholly effaced, to some extent increase this 
division. Considering what has been the 
history of Ireland, this circumstance, though 
Impossible to remedy, must be noticed and 
pronounced unfortunate, and it has been 
attended here with some present mischief.

. do not speak merely for the want of sym
pathy, of the alienation, of the moral an
tagonism that results generally ftom this 
plate of things ; 1 refer to facts more dis
tinctly palpable. 1 have heard of instances 
in this county—I shall refer to one parti- 
larly hereaftei—in which landlords have 
ivowed a purpose of not dealing with 
toman Catholic tenants, and I know from 
mthority that I can trust that, in some cases, 
lispensations have been given for the clan- 
lestine marriages of Roman Catholic 

[couples, their lords having declared that 
they would evict tenants who ventured to 

[transgress their mandate, and to marry 
openly in the regular manner. I have been 
informed too, of estates in which an English
man, or an Irish Protestant, obtains as a 
matter of course a preference over a Roman 
Catholic in the letting of land, the distinc-1 
tion being made the more galling because 
the favoured person obtains a lease, and 
the discredited class are usually without one. 
Such instances are, no doubt, very rare, 
and it is quite possible that, in almosk.cvery 
one, a plausible apology might be made for 
the landlord ; but they provoke distrust and 
ill-feeling, and remind the peasantry too 
much of the days when it was a common 
form in Irish wills and Heeds that “ good 
Protestants only” should have leaseholds. 
It is certain, however, that, with few ex
ceptions, Roman Catholic proprietors in 
this county are not more generally liked 
than Protestants. Some have been de
scribed to me as extremely harsh, nor is it 
difficult to ascertain the reason. As a 
general rule the Roman Catholic proprietor 
in Ireland is a new maiq who has, perhaps, 
made a fortune uTtradc” and has purchased 
under the Landed Estates Acts ; he is, ac
cordingly, rather exact in his dealings, and 
he is withoul'lheTTberal associations and 
sentiments which the ancestral ^possession 
of landed property usually imparts even 
under a bad system. These observations, 
however, do not apply to the_Roman Catholic 
gentlgnjau pf ancient descent ; mTus case 
he undoubtedly sees The importance of reli
gious unanimity between the owner and 
occupier of the soil ; he is almost always 
beloved by the people.

Absentee estates are tolerably numerous

here, but in several instances they are very 
well managed. I have heard nothing but 
commendation, and that from persons of all 
classes, with respect to the relations between 
Lord Lansdowne and his tenantry in this 
county ; his lordship makes the improve
ments on the lands, or allows the occupiers 
compensation for them. In a word, on this 
and other absentee estates, the English 
method of dealing with landed property has 
been introduced, and has worked well, 
though under conditions not favourable, 
and though it does not fall in with the genius 
and habits of the peasantry—a fact that 
ought to be kept in mind by those who con
tend that we must adopt some novel mode 
of tenure in Ireland, veiling confiscation in 
polite phrases, and that it is impossible to 
satisfy the Irish race by doing justice after 
the English pattern , yet not let it be sup
posed that 1 do not perceive the evils of 
absenteeism to their fullest extent. When I 
shall review the landed system of Ireland as 
a whole, I shall endeavour to show that 
they have some effect, even in a purely 
economic sense, and their. moral effect is 
most serious in checking the growth of the 
kindly sympathies so necessary in the rela- 

| tion of landlord and tenant, who take each 
other “for better or worse,” in a consortium 
that may be happy or unfortunate. Nor let 
it be said that this is a sentimental griev
ance : the word, in truth, has an ominous 
sound since the downfall of the Established 
Church, a grievance mainly of this kind, and 
I should be very sorry to press the analogy. 
Not, however, that here, as in Tipperary, 
the landed system generally prevalent does 
not cause very plain material grievances.
In some instances the landlords have made 
the improvements on their lands at their 
own host ; in others, have fully, or ro part, 
given compensation to those who nave 
made them ; but, in the overwhelming 
majority of cases, indeed af*Tho oroTnary ~> 
rule, the occupiers of the soil in this neigh
bourhood have done nearly everything that 
has been done for the benefit, of the land ''lx, 
during many years, especially in the marshy 
tracts, where they have reclaimed thousands 
of acres of bog by a slow and almost imper
ceptible process. Yet here, as elsewhere, 
the whole class is without any durable tenure 
—“A lease has hardly bWff gtven in tfie 
Queen’s County these twenty years" was the 
remark to me of a most experienced and 
able gentleman, and this insecurity is all 
thegmore vexatious, because, until the pre
sent* generation, leasehold interests here 
were extremely common. I have already 
pointed out how fruitful of evil in the rela
tion qf landlord and tenant in Ireland—»

9
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relation which, it has been bitterly said, is 
more like that of zemindar and ryot than 
that of free and independent contractors— 
this state of things irresistably is ; how it 
gives a licence to all kinds of wrong ; how 
it places the occupier at the mercy of a 
superior not seldom unfriendly to him ; how 
it sanctions the creation of a mass of pro
perty which law ought in justice to protect, 
yet exposes it to be diminished or confiscated 
by those who have a direct interest to do so. 
I* shall not at present recur to this topic ; 
but it is equally evident that this vicious 
system is not less injurious to the common 
weal than it is to the class directly affected. 
It discourages the tenant from investing his 
capital or labour in the soil ; makes im
provement pénal, because it may be mulcted 
in the shape of an increased rent; and, 
beyond all question, is a main cause of the 
timid and suspicious habits of hoarding 
which have been observed among many 
Irish farmers. I cannot do better than

3note on this point the words of one who, 
lough a fanatic in maintaining the cause 
of Protestant ascendency, and a violent up

holder of the rights of landlords, has, nev
ertheless, in spite of himself, the sympathy 
of a hard and successful worker for the 
Irish peasant, whose work he perceives is 
discountenanced under the existing law, and 
who is quite alive to the consequent mischief. 
In a pamphlet recently published on this 
Question, Mr. Fitzgibbon, an Irish Master in 
Chancery, writes in this way of the evil 
effects of “ want of tenure" in checking 
improvement, and he has a right to say that 
very great experience gives real authority 
to his opinion :—“ The people who have 
thus imperfectly reclaimed bog and moun
tain seldom hold by lease. When they come 
under rent, they do so as tenants from year 
to year, liable to 6e turned out on a six 
months’ notice to quit. As soon as the 
poor tenant has brought his farm to that 
degree of fertility which enables him to pay 
a rent and live, all Jurther improvement is 
studiously avoided, as a thing which the 
tenant believes will only increase his labour 

produce a larger rent for the sole benefit 
the landlord, whom he regards as a vigi- 

spy upon every symptom of ability to 
pay more rent."

The practice of selling the goodwill of 
farms prevails here to a considerable extent. 
I heard of an instance mwhich £70 was 
given for a patch of fouracres, the rent 
being at a fair rate, and the tenure merely 
from year to year. It is impossible not to 
sée that this usage is, on estates where it is 
sanctioned, slowly eating away the freehold 
ri^ht tmd converting the tenant into a copy-

QUESTION
ifj: ■„ ' ’ V( " j

holder, And the landlord into the mere Ion 
of a manor, with a right to little more thaï 
a rentcharge, and it is difficult to suppo 
that in this age Parliament will not, id 
some measure at least, follow the exampli 
of the judicial legislation of our tribunals id 
the days of the Plantaganets, and confin 
the equitable title of the occupier. It i 
vain to argue that in cases like these thl 
purchaser acquires no legal right,—that hi 
purchases with notice of the infirmity of huf 
position ; such sophistry is repudiated bjj 
conscience, and it ceases to have even i 
show of reason when once the custom hai 
taken root. I am confident that few land] 
lords here would think of disturbing thii 
tenant-right on properties where it had beei 
recognized ; but though they acquiesce, and 
the tenant acts with a reasonable conviction 
of their acquiescence, this mode of dealing 
reminds me too much of the expression ol 
Burke, that, “ connivance is the relaxation 
of slavery, not the definition of liberty.11
Here, as elsewhere, the insecurity, the un
certainly, and the confusion of rights, arid
ing out of the numerous vices of the landedl 
system generally prevailing, provoke a grei 
deal of discontent, with xylnch a fair mil 
may justly sympathize. Many of the pel 
santry, however, are filled with the wil 
spirit of dissatisfaction to which I havi 
alluded before ; and you hardly meet one] 
that does not expect some “ grand settli 
ment” of the land question. A perpetuit] 
of tenure and a fixed rent are tie ideas 
which many minds turn ; and it is curioi 
to observe how these mingle with tradition! 
notions of ancient ownership. A small] 
farmer, after complaining bitterly that 
landlord within the last ten years had raisi 
his rent from 16s to £1 an acre—the laud] 
was certainly barely worth the £1—exprei 
ed to me a confident hope that “ he would] 
soon get it from Government at the old rate, 
and that he and his would hold it for ever,"] 
I asked him how he could suppose the Gov
ernment would disturb the arrangements ol 
his landlord, and rob him directly of his] 
property. “Disturb and robj” the man ex
claimed, starting up with a wild, passionate! 
gesture, “ the Government disturbed and] 
robbed us three hundred years ago, and 
little they cared. Let them now do the 
same turn to the landlords I" Such are the] 
dreams which at this conjuncture have risen 
into the imaginations of thousands : but I 
must observe that in many instances I heard 
the question discussed in a rational manner, 
and within the limits of an equitable adjust
ment.

Many landlords here bear an excellent
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iperty. Yet I observed with regret that 
i peasantry seemed in too many instances 
dislike their superiors ; and the feeling is 

lared by other classes. The notion that 
le relation between the owners and occu- 
lers of the soil is tainted with wrong is in 
le minds of many whom we may reasonably 
ippose to stand indifferent ; even few land- 
jrds will go further than make use of the 
Id State plea, that “the system is not bad 
practice.” The agrarian spirit exists in 

tis county not so extensively as in Tippe- 
irv, but not, I fear, less generally diffused.

| think that exceedingly few landlords would 
cercise some, at least, of the rights which, 
syond all question, the law gives them ; in 
ict, their rights are tacitly in suspense. I 
;ard from authority I cannot doubt that 
lore than one gentleman who has given 
itice of evicting tenants was in danger ; 
id there has been one terrible agrarian 
•ime. The attempt to assassinate Mr. 
’arburton and the attendant circumstances 

(ring out too plainly the evils at work in 
rish society. Mr. Warburton is a young 
lan, the representative of an old county 
imily, the possessor of a large landed pro- 
irty, and a Protestant of the true ascend- 

Incy type. Since he undertook the manage- 
lent pf his estate he has not been popular 
rith his tenantry ; and there can be little 
|oubt that towards some at least he pursued 
course of petty annoyance. Some months 

Igo be began raising the rents of one or 
ro farms in a capricious manner, and he 

Iccompanied a notice to that effect with a 
liter, of a very insolent kind, reflecting on 

lis tenant as “you Roman Catholic.” 
iome weeks ago the unfortunate gentleman 
ras fired at and seriously wounded, and 
iough it is simply wrong to palliate the 
irirae, and the youth of the sufferer is to be 
irged in his favour, his conduct was cer- 
linly very injudicious. I have not heard 

if an attempt to justify it, though of course 
Ihere is much personal sympathy for him.

I had hoped that my social survey of this 
Neighbourhood would have been more reas- 
lunng. On the whole, however, I have 
found less material prosperity than in Tip
perary, and the same elements of moral 
lisoraer, if less active, not the less in ex- 
stence.

No. X.
Athlone.

It has often been remarked that the soil 
if Ireland presents as strange a series of 
lontrasts as the different races that live on

the island. I was forcibly struck with the 
truth of this, as, fresh from the sight of the 
noble grasslands and fine tillage fields of 
Tipperary, I traversed by th : Great South
ern and Western line the dreary and com
paratively sterile tract that leads from 
rortarlington to Athlone. Though beyond 
the immediate course of the railway this 
country is fertile in some spots, aud is not 
without picturesque scenes, its general 
character is barren and melancholy. It is 
for the most part a vast uneven plain, of 
cold, poor, and unkindly land, in places 
dividea by huge turf-mosses, and ridged by 
lines of low, steep hillocks known in parts 
of England by the name of “hogs’ backs," 
The few towns that appear are little more 
than villages; and, except that along the 
edges of the bogs you meet occasionally 
clusters of hamlets still, notwithstanding 
losses by emigration, swarming with a pop
ulation which by its constant toil has gradu
ally diminished the expanses *bf waste, the 
whole district seems thinly inhabited. As 
you pass Geashill you run over the estate 
of Lord Digby—a conspicuous instance of 
what, on the one hand, may be the risks 
incurred by the occupiers of the soil in Ire
land in respect of insecurity of tenure, and, 
of what, on the other, may be the effects of 
careful and enlightened improvement. The 
facts are narrated with perfect fairness by 
the able and honourable agent of the pro
perty, Mr. W. Steuart Trench, in his well- 
known book, Realities of Irish Life ; but 
I can add something perhaps to the tale, 
and point out what, I think, is the moral. 
The Barony of Geashill, as it is called, is a 
tract of some 30,000 acres, which having 
formed at one time a part of the vast chief
taincy of the O’Connors of Offaley, passed 
from them to the House of Kildare, and 
thence, by marriage to the family of Digby. 
The late Lord Digby, the immediate prede
cessor of the present peer, was an absentee 
who seldom visited his Irish estate; and 
towards the close of the last century he, 
being then merely a tenant for life, made at 
different times a great many leases for terms 
considerably in excess of his powers. As 
Lord Digby was a gentleman in every sense 
of the woid, this unfortunate mistake can 
be ascribed only to the neligencce of a non
resident owner ; but the tenants relied with 
implicit confidence on the supposed security 
of their interests ; and, as Lord Digby lived 
down to 1855-6, and during all this period 
they were undisturbed, many of them made 
very great improvements, and, in point of 
fact, created on the land a considerable 
amount of additional property. Lord Dig- 
by’s successor, who, it snould bo observed,
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was not a near relation, and was not under 
any obligations to the deceased nobleman,

' ; thought himself justified, on coming into 
the estate, in availing himself of his strict 
rights, and destroying titles which, not 
being consistent with the provisions of the 
entail, were technically speaking, wholly in
valid. Ejectment proceedings were com
menced or threatened, against the whole 
body of the lessees—120 families, I believe 
—and the question of compensating those 
who were thus about to be extruded from 
the homes they had innocently enriched for 
the benefit of a strSttger, vM8 referred to' 
the executors of the late Earl, who, it 
should te refcarked, were, in point of law, 
probably not bound to disburse one farthing. 
The whole country was in a state of uproar, 
when Mr Trench, by his judicious conduct, 
in some degree calmed down the agitated 
waters. He succeeded in persuading the 
executors to allot a sum of £.'10,000 in relief 
of the imperilled tenants, and many of them 
I understand, were allowed to retain their 
lands, at rents, however, considerably in
creased. Yet, from all that I have heard, 
the sum given in compensation was not 
nearly an equivalent to the losses of the

QUESTION 4

lessees ; and the memory of the whole
transaction is not forgotten in the Barony 
of Geashill.

This case illustrates, I think, forcibly 
the mischievous insecurity of tenure which 
exists, not merely as a matter of theory, but 
practically, under the law of Ireland. Lord 
Digby’s tenants, when they accepted these 
leases, had not the means of discovering 
defects, for it is a well-settled principle of 
the common law that, unless, perhaps, when 
a fine is paid, an ordinary lessee has no right 
to examine beforehand his lessor’s title. 
After a possession of more than half a cen
tury, and the expenditure of a vast sum of 
money on the faith of the validity of their 
rights, the representatives of these men 
were suddenly threatened with eviction en 
masse, and with seeing the accumulations 
of their industry for years appropriated by 
the lords of the soil, and that probably 
without any legal redress, ior it is most 
unlikely that Lord Digby’s executors were 
liable, under the covenants in these leases, 
to pay any compensation whatever. In 
the events which occurred the tenants, no 
doubt, escaped this cruel and absolute 
spoliation ; but I have reason to believe 
that they suffered heavily, and what would 
Gave been their fate hacr they fallen into 
the hands of harsh or even exact men, 
who looked only at the letter of the bond, 
or even of impoverished superiors, at once 
tempted to do injustice and not able to

treat them liberally ? Is it not evidenj 
that this would have been the case in whicl 
law would have been at issue with right 
and wrotig would have been done in tb 
name of justice ? As a practical questioi 
it is no answer to this that the law ii 
England and Ireland is the same in this 
matter, and that the proceedings which aro! 
in the barony of Geashill might have equal 
ly arisen, for the same cause, between th< 
like parties, within ton miles of London, 
But who ever heard of 120 leaseholders of 
one English estate, after having enjoyi 
their lands for two generations and addi 
enormously to their value, being threaten] 
ed with immediate eviction, not for anj 
misconduct or default, but simply becai 
there was a flaw in their titles ? And ii 
such a thing were, perchance, to occur] 
does any one suppose that it would not be] 
condemned by a force of opinion no land 
lord could brave, that ample restitution! 
would not be made, or that Parliament] 
would not find means of redress ? The 
law, therefore, although the same in the] 
abstract in England as it is in Ireland, ii 
not equally harsh in its actual working 
in one country it is nearly a dead letterl 
in the other it has often done great mis
chief ; and the wholacase is a striking ex
ample of a truth ever to be borne in mind] 
in considering the Land Question of Ireland] 
—that as regards the most important] 
points, rules apparently in all respects the! 
same may be attended with very different 
results in the separate divisions of the] 
United Kingdom. In proof of this, on 
this very matter, we have only to turn to 
the evidence taken by a Parliamentary] 
Committee in 1865 upon the subject of 
Dish tenures. Un that occasion we find] 
men of the most enlightened views, and] 
particularly desirous of making the laws of 
England and Ireland identical, ’declaring] 
that leases made in Ireland by a limited 
owner bona fide ought to be protected, 
though in some respects they should clash 
with the rights of those in succession, yet 
pointedly disclaiming the application of 
this principle to leases in England.

Under the careful management of Mr. I 
Trench the estate of Lord Digby has been 
much improved. Large sums have been 
expended in drainage, in building houses 
and out-offices, and in reclaiming the moors 
that abound in the barony ; and I was 
happy to hear that the present owner regu
larly visits the property. Mr. Trench’s] 
book contains a full account of what has 
been done at Geashill of late years; 1 
have pleasure in confirming the accuracy 
of his statements. From Geashill the train
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•aches Tullamore, the modern capital of 
îe King's County, its rival, Philipstown, 
eing almost buried in the vast morasses

E
iat extend around it. The pretentious 
ourt-house of Tullamore was the scene 
)t long ago of ft trial that has become 
most a cause celebre in the literature of 
re Irish Land Question. It has often 
een remarked, especially in England, thqt 
! the wrongs of Irish tenants were real 
hey would appear frequently in the reports 
f litigation, and that, as this assuredly is 
ot the case, the presumption against them 
l all but decisive. While I am quite satis- 
ed that, as a class, Irish landlords do not 
buse their position, this objection is but 
f little weight, for in the existing condi- 
ion of things, law arms the Irish landlord 
rith such power over his tenants at will 
nat he may do what is morally most un- 
ust with impunity. Occasionally, however, 

member of the order transgresses the 
limits of even his legal rights, and the 
emarkable trial of “ Clarke v. Knox ” is

i
, signal instance of this temerity. A 
irinted report cf the cause is before me, 
,nd it certainly throws no “feeble light on 
rhat has occurred and may occur in the 
elation of landlord and tenant in Ireland, 
n 1857 a Mr. Dya' became the purchaser
- - - • • » - --.-i- «..,i
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been procured by a representation that they 
would not be used, and through notices 
described as mere waste paper, Mr. Dyas 
proceeded, in the name of Mr. Knox, to evict 
the sub-tenants in a body, and to get that 
complete possession of the lands which had 
evidently teen the object of these dealings. 
The police, I deeply regret to say, attended 
at me discreditable spectacle, and the 13 
families—the innoCênt victims of conduct I 
leave to your readers’ comments—were 
summarily turned'eut all together from their 
homes, though their rents had confessedly 
been punctually paid, though they certainly 
had always been good tenants, and though 
some of them had laid out money on their 
holdings in reliance on the validity of the 
promises which had been made instruments 
to blind and ruin them. The matter, fortu
nately, did not end thus, and through the 
deceit which had been practised the means 
o( obtaining redress was found. An action 
was brought by Mr. Clarke, one of the sub
tenants, against Mr. Knox, for the misre
presentations which had been made ; the 
jury awarded ample damages, and all the 
sufferers ultimately received compensation.

In this case, it will be observed, the whole 
affair being tainted with deceit, the law gave 
the sub-tenants a remedy. But this wasn lti£>7 a Mr. uya - ueuumu me yuivn»oci mv DUW WUUH«. ~ ___________
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f
ong term, and by 13 families of sub-tenants 
it will, confessedly solvent and respectable 
persons. In 1861, and again in 1863, Mr. 
Knox caused notices to quit to be served 
on the sub-tenants, and in 1864 contracted 
for the sale of his interest to Mr. Dyas, 
through the operation of the Landed 
Estates Court ; and it is almost certain that, 
about the same time, he agreed to remove 
the snb-tenants, so that Mr. Dyas should 
obtain the absolute freehold, free from the 
“human encumbrances on it.” Mr. Knox, 
however, had assured the sub-tenants that 
the notices to quit were a mere formality, 
and that there was no intention of disturbing 
them ; and one or two of them, on the faith 
of this pledge, expended some money in 
improvements. In June, 1864, some weeks 
before the final completion of the sale to 
which I have referred, to Mr. Dyas, eject
ments were brought on the notices to quit : 
but the sub-tenants, being again informed 
that they need not be under any apprehen
sion, offered no defence, and gave consents 
for judgment. Mr. Dyas, however, having 
soon obtained possession of Mr. Knox’s in
terest, and paid that gentleman £500, the 
real character of these transactions appear
ed. Armed with the judgments which had

insecure may be the position of the tenant 
at will in Ireland in the existing state of so
cial arrangements. Mr. Knox came within 
reach of the law because he had violated a 
distinct pledge, and tricked his dupes by un- 
true statements. BufTmiTIieTioldly asserted 
lus légal rights, had he proceeded upon h;s 
notices to quit, and obtained his ejectments 
in the usual way, the sub-tenants could not 
have made a defence, the law would have 
confiscated their improvements, and they 
*ould have been evicted without a remedy.
It may, no doubt, be said that here, too, the 
law in England and Ireland is the same, and 
that a case exactly parallel might arise at 
any assizes in England ; but I assert that 
opinion in England operates to prevent the 
occurrence of such wrongs, and that if it 
did not the power of parliament would soon 
devise the means of redress."

From Tuïïâmore tEelrim"proceeds along 
a flat and uninteresting country of poor 
uplands and tandy hills, until at last on the ^ 
banks of the Shannon, here a broad stream 
as it leaves L ough Bee, the historic town of 
Athlone appears. Athlone is a place of 
gîSît antiquity ; in the days when a wide 
water line was an almost impassable bar- 
rier, it was a stragetic point of the high-
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est importance, and even now its position 
upon tne routes wh>ch converge here as they 
meet the Shannon gives it great military 
value, i The town is merely the mass of 
square v'ilated houses, apparently of the 
date of the last century, seen so often in the 
South and West of England, and it does 
not seem progressive or thriving, the reason 
in th:s and other instances, being probably 
that the local gentry have long ceased to 
live in provincial towns, and that the'Vrowth 
of trade has not supplied their absence. Yet 
the place and the neighbourhood abound in 
scenes of interest to an inquirer in Ireland. 
An armed fort, with adjoining lines, and I 
large barracks swarming with soldiers, com
mand the streets and the course of the 
river, too suggestive of the truth of Wel
lington’s saying, that the rule of force in 
Ireland is continually seen. Hard by is the 
ford where, in 1691, the troops of Ginkell 
made good their passage despite the efforts 
of St. Ruth and Sarsfield : and not many 
miles off is the memorable field where, after 
a dubious and murderous struggle, the “ red 
eye of battle closed in despair" on the hopes 
of Catholic Ireland at Aughrim. Lower 
down the river, the decaying remains of the 
Celtic churches at Clonmacnoise rest on a 
vast and melancholy plain, like the phantoms 
of a perished nationality.

The phenomena of the country around 
Athlone on a circle of several miles in 
extent, are exceedingly interesting. The 
Shannon winds its way slowly through vast 
spaoes of bog and morass, fringed at the 
water’s edge by fine meadow lands, enriched 
by the deposit of the river. Many thou
sands of acres thus lie waste ; and man has 
added to the difficulties opposed by nature to 
the draining of this tract ; for, in order to 
improve the navigation, the levels of the 
Shannon have been artificially raised, and 
the area it floods has been greatly extended. 
This is the case along the whole course of 
the river from Athlone to Limerick, I be
lieve ; and no attempt having been made 
to increase the outfall by lowering the bed 
of the stream at the points where it descends 
in rapids, the result is, that an immense 
surface of land is destroyed or injured by 
water. It seems hardly expedient to sacri
fice a whole breadth of country and water 
carriage, especially since the development of 
railways ; and Lord Clanricarde, on several 
occasions, has directed attention to this 
subject, which, as well as that of the drain
age of the Shannon, deserves the considera
tion of the Government. The tracts, how
ever, near the great river present scenes of 
no common interest to the observer of social 
facts in Ireland. At intervals in the ex

Cies of morass patches of yellow coi 
and of pasture appear ; and the sigi 

ofhuman industry and life are visible in the 
dreary landscape. As along the rude causi 
ways opened in the waste you make yot 
way to these oases in the desert, you comj 
upon districts—in the words of the ,p!J 
Greek—“inhabited in villages," and of 
singular and primitive character. Here thj 
children of the soil have been settled fo 
ages, probably, in small communities, anc 
aggregated in petty hamlets, have led tl 
simple life of the Celtic peasantry, Thj 
gradual but steady progress of their toil hi 
opened spaces of fertility in the wild, hi 

^.reclaimed thousands of acres from tl 
swamp, has silently created a mass of pro 
perty on theungemal and difficult domain ot{ 
nature. These interesting centres of fruit 
ful industry are the more curious becausi 
they are in strange contrast with a spectacle 
of activity of a very different kind that maj 
be found at no great distance. Not, indeed 
that anything in the general character of the 
country immediately around Athlone seemed 
to me to require particular notice. The up
lands, on either bank of the Shannon, which 
ascend gradually from the flats below are 
parcelled out into numerous farms, fortl 
most part of an inferior description. The
face of the landscape Is not attractive ;
soil of the tract is not fertile ; the land ii 
not well enclosed-or tilled ; good farmsteads 
and offices are very uncommon ; atid the 
peasantry and their dwellings have a look oi 
poverty. But beyond the low bills that, neat] 
Ballinasloe, divide the valley of the Suck 
from the Shannon, is a district which can! 
be only compared to a fragment of the best 
part of the Lothians m the heart of a region- 
comparatively wild, and which is a perfect 
specimen of what modern science and skill 
can accomplish in agriculture. Here the 
wealth and energy of a single man has, 
within a few yeais, transformed the land
scape ; has stamped the country for miles 
around with the character of the most 
refined husbandry ; has endeavoured to in
troduce the highest kinds of farming into a 
neighbourhood previously ignorant of their 
existence.

In my next letter I shall examine the 
characteristics of these districts, and the so
cial phenomena they present,—the most in
teresting and suggestive inquiry that it has 
been my fortune as yet to make.

TO THE EDITOR.
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s of yellow cori®iaCcountttbly—misrepresents, in his letter 
nLa"di , ° 8,g* the MàU of Tuesday, the whole scope, 

' .,T1 , 1111'‘■caning, and purpose of a aeries of articles
! leru , cause*, the land question which have recently 

,iL°,U ,ma.tC y°u^ypeared in the Freeman’s Journal. Your
desert, you com^E,rrespondent says :—
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espondent—no 
rertheless most

rords of the q>!^T«The Freeman, usually more moderate, 
liages,” and of *,s a prominent leader on the subject, in 
iractcr. Here th*jjjch it proposes as a solution 1 an applica- 
i been settled fo*on of the Prussian land reform system to 
communities, and*^iail(J and to England - to give every third 
lets, have led th^E.,-e to the landlord and the remainder to 
peasantry, Th*,e tenant, rent free for ever,’ ’ 
s of their toil ha* This passage in your Correspondent’s 

in the wild, ha^&ttcr, which purports to be a quotation from 
acres from the*, article in the IVeeman, beginning with 

d a mass of_pro*.e words “an application," is not only a 
difficult domain of^Ejgquotation, but a total misrepresentation 

centres of fruitBp' the meaning of the passage which the 
i curious becauae^Iriter purports to place before your readers, 
t with a spectacle* As the writer of the article I am, not un- 
nt kind that maj*aturally, anxious that the English public 

ice. Not, indeed^fcould not remain one hour longer than is 
character of theMnavoidable under the impression that even 

,s humble an exponent of Irish tenant 
pinion as I am, advocated such a “solution’ ’ 
f the Irish land difficulty as depriving the 
rndlords of two-thirds of their property and 
iviug it rent free for ever to the tenantry, 
therefore ask permission to place before 
our readers the entire paragraph from 
hich the above extract p retorts to be taken, 
he article—one of a senes—was in fact a 
ascription in untechnical language, of what 
,a8 done in Prussia ; and so far from re- 
ommeuding that the same be done in Ire- 
and, I summed up the process in a para- 
raph of seven lines and a half, from which 

,ome of the words quoted by your Corre- 
pondent are garbled, in that very paragraph 
described the plan as one which the “wild- 
st land reformer” never dreamed” of ap

plying to Ireland. The following is the 
mragraph in its entirety: —

This, then, divested of all technicalities, 
was the Prussian land reform. The same 
lystem applied to Ireland or to England 
would, as a rule give every third acre to the 
andlord, and the remaining two to the 
enant rent free for ever—a far more sweep- 
ng reform than has ever been dreaSed of 
y the wildest land reformer we know of."
I am sure your Correspondent, who is a 

;eutleman of much experience and of high 
nfelligence, hrd not time to read the entire 
rticle, or he could not have so miscon- 
eived its aim, for the article closes with the 
ollowing words :—“ Do the landlords of 
reland prefer the Prussian plan of setting 
he land question to the simple process ?"— 
nd then follows a briet description of the 
irocess which I did advocate—viz., the gen-

eral application to the whole of Ireland and 
the legalization of that “fixity of tenure” 
which prevails on the Lurgan, Dowrshire, 
Erne, and other large estates throughout the 
province of Ulster, the province the largest 
proportionate agricultural population which 
has and the greatest number of small 
tenant farmers of any in Ireland, and which 
is continually referred to by Irish landlords 
tor the industry, order, and content that 
prevail among its people. In order to pre
vent the legalizing of the customary tenant 
right which has rendered Ulster wealthy, 
happy, and peacable, from converting the 
landlord into a mere rent-charger, I have 
always advocated a proviso guaranteeing to 
the landlord such periodical increment of 
rent as the increased price of agricultural 
products may warrant—the initial or pre
sent rent and the present average price ot 
agricultural products being as the standard 
of comparison.

I am, Sir, your obedient servant,
JOHN, GRAY.

Dublin, Aug. 31.

TO TUB EDITOR.

Sir,—Although I hope I may soon have 
the pleasure of seeing your Special Com
missioner in Valentia, aud thus have an op
portunity to discuss with him the several 
points arising out of the. all-important ques
tion of landlord and teiwt, I do not wish to 
defer noticing, and entering a mild protest 
against one part of his last letter,—namely, 
that of the 10th inst. (No. 6.) I have no 
doubt that what I am about to complain of 
is attributable to inadvertence or hurried 
writing, and might at another time have 
been allowed to pass in silence ; but just now, 
when there is such a systematic, persistent, 
and, I must add, in many cases, unscrupu
lous attack being made on Irish landlords 
by newspapers and individuals, not perhaps 
of very high character or of much moral 
weight, but still able, zealous, and persever
ing, it is, I say, much to be regretted that 
one in the influential position of your Com
missioner should throw (unintentionally no 
doubt) an additional item of injustice into 
the anti-landlord scale. The passage in 
question is this :—“ Yet I was informed of 
a case in which a landlord allowed an in- ‘ 
coming occupier to pay £600 for the good
will, received a considerable part of the sum 
in respect of irrecoverable arrears, and 
afterwards, without any just reason, evicted 
the purchaser, who was technically only a 
yearly tenant." Here is a transaction which 
if truly describedt is simply atrocious, and 
one which it is impossible to censure in

i
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terms too severe ; but in proportion to the 
gravity of the charge should be its thorough 
accuracy end reliability ; but your Commis
sioner proceeds to say, “I am not satisfied 
that this tale of injustice is wholly true.’’ 
Surely this is not right. We Irish landlords 
have hitherto complained, and complained 
most justly, that the accusations against our 
body have been designedly vague ; thatthere 
has been a studied avoidance of entering 
into particulars. This vagueness acts badly 
in two opposite directions. It allows real 
delinquents ( supposing them to be such ) to 
escape full recognition and well deserved 
censure, while it throws unlimited obloquy ou 
the general body of landlords without allow
ing them any possible opportunity to rebut 
accusations so general ; but there is a course 
of which we should have still more to com
plain—that is, the bringing forward of par
ticulars without sufficient investigation, or of 
unreliable evidence. Consider the effects on 
the very case at issue. How many will 
seize on the above story with avidity, quote 
it on the high authority of your Commis
sioner, and found volumes, perhaps, of anti- 
landlord theories thereon? How few will 
observe or care to remember, the semi
doubt which he 1rs himself cast on its credi
bility? I am sure you and your Commis
sioner will pardon the freedom of my re
marks. You have undertaken, and I re
joice that you have done so, a judicial in
quiry. Your Commissioner brings to his 
task evident ability. We are not in a position 
to say, but we may assume, that he possesses 
the equally important qualification of prac
tical acquaintance with his subject, - that 
subject, I have no doubt, he intends to 
handle fairly. How much would it be to be 
lamented if any, even the smallest, appear
ance of partiality, or of hasty judging, 
came to mar his usefulness. I shall not now 
wander beyond this solitary point, or trouble 

ou with my views on the general question ; 
lut I hope at a future time you will allow 

n»e to do so. It is impossible not to feel the 
vast importance of this subject. I for one 
do not lament that public attention on your 
side, of the channel is so strongly directed. 
tow^gds it ; but a word of warning just now/] 
may not be inappropriate. You have been 
somewhat suddenly awakened into a state of 
almost morbid conscientiousness regarding 
Ireland, and with eyes not yet thoroughly 
openedj. you seem disposed to rush into 
legislatiou, dealing in a rather hurry-scurry 
way with matters which indeed need reform 
in the present day, but which existed in a 
far worse state some fifty years ago, and to 
legislate as if all the evils belonging to thetn 
half a century back were still in full force. 
In’the case of the Irish Church, now, hap-

Î

pily, if not quite at rest, at least removed! 
from the political arena, the morbid feeling! 
of which I speak appeared not unfrequentljf 
to translate itself into such language 
this :—“We English have been very 
haughty boys ; we have in times past shame 
fully treated the Roman Catholics ; we must 
really change all this. Now let us pitch 
into the Protestants.” Seriously, however, 
and sadly, I must say that with the very best 
intentions you occasionally seem to think 
that an injustice in one particular direction 
at one period is to be remedied by an equal 
injustice in an opposite direction at another 
period, and we cannot avoid seeing indica
tions of such a tendency just now, and that 
we Irish landords are the intended victims, 
In this view I think the time has come when 
we should not rest content with “ masterly 
inaction,” and we may discover that the| 
“talent of silence” is no [longer the 
weapon with which to encounter the enemy. !

I do not mean to say there are not many 
honest and upright men among those who 
are now agitating the question, men who 
seek equitably to improve the position of 
the tenant without injustice to the landlord ; | 
still less do I deny that an unfortunate feel
ing of want of confidence exists on the part 
of a very large portion of the tenantry 
(arising from a variety of complicated 
causes), which it is most desirable for all 
larties, and for none so muclj as for the

landlords, to put an end to, even at 
some sacrifice of abstract rights; but I 
assert most unhesitatingly, that a vast 
number of the most prominent and most 
noisy of the agitators seel: something far 
other than reform or amendment—they go 
in for a revolution, they seek a dishonest 
transfer of the property in the land from the 
present owner to the occupier of the soil, 
and I am daily more convinced that when 
men of this class “ conspire” it is time for 
the landlords to “ combine,” and that an 
association for defensive purposes, founded 
on principles just, rtaightforward, and 
above-board, would be as legitimate as wise. 
,But such an association should be above all 
suspicion; itshould be presided over by such 
men as the Duke of Leinster, the Duke of 
Abercorn, Lords Erne and Bessborough, 
and the like—men whose antecedents would 
convince all that with a firm determination 
to defend their own honest rights they com
bined the most thoroughly sincere desire 
to improve the condition of the occupiers 
of the soil.

I have the honour to be, Sir,
Your very obedient servant,

P. FITZGERALD,
Knight of Kerry.

Valenti a, Aug. 30.
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A correspondent has plainly asked in these 
olnmns what it is of which an Irish farmer 

I to complain. Unless it be the fact ot 
eing an Irishman, he would find it hard to 

discover an answer in the speeches we re
nted yesterday from Tralee. Of course, 

things are not perfect ; they never have been 
In this world of late years. Hut it is some
thing to be able to say that everything is in
I state of improvement, and that is the 
burden of the speeches before the Royal 
Agricultural Society of Ireland. There are 
îtter machines and more Irish machine 
lakers. There are still, it seems, thistles

in the land, but the country is so resolute to 
get rid of them that it has been found worth 
ihile to invent and exhibit a thistle-cutter. 
There is an increase in live stock, and 
though there has been a momentary dimi
nution in the number of sheep, it is signifi
cant that the total number in the country 
has more than doubled since 1841. Lord 
Spencer thinks that “even with regard to 
“pigs it is satisfactory to find there is a con- 
“ siderable increase in Ireland.” In fact, 
if the progress continues, “ we shall soon
II arrive at the highest figure which the stock 
“ of pigs ever attained in the country.” We 
might nope from other statistics that the 
pigs are succeeding tothe mud cabins va
cated by their masters for more human habi
tations. There is a considerable increase 
in the better class of houses. Farmers and 
proprietors have the power of borrowing 
money from Government for the purpose of 
building cottages as well as of making other 
Improvements, and there has been a great 
increase In these loans. Fifty thousand 
pounds have been expended on cottages. 
For genwal improvements 24.000Z. were 
lent in 1866; in 186Tp 40,0001. ; in 1868, 
65.000Z. ; and this year the sum will reach 
80,OOOZ. Lastly, the savings in the Banks 
have largely increased during the year, and 
nearly twenty millions sterling—in great 
measure representing the savings of the 
agricultural class—have been deposited in 
the Joint-Stock Banks. The “ Lincoln
shire Farmer ” will probably be confirmed 
in his shrewd suspicion that the Irish are 
about as well off as himself. It is some
thing, indeed, to live in a country where 
there is elbow-room and opportunity for all 
this improvement. Over here a man has to 
rise early and get to bed late, he has to 
economize every rood of land and to crowd 
as much flesh on every sort of animal as its 
frame will bear, if he is even to hold his 
head above water, not to speak of continu
ous advances. What would he not give 
for a chance in a country where fences are 
gigantic and ditches gulfs, and there is an

opportunity of adding some five or six per 
cent, to the available land on his farm ? 
“ 0 fortunatos nimium tua si bona norint ” 

might, it seems, be said without abundant 
reason of Irish agriculturists.

The Irish must.be made of very different 
stuff from the rest of mankind if this con
stant improvement and capacity for further 
improvement fail to spread political as well 
as private content among them. After all, 
history shows no instances within our know
ledge of grave political discontent, unless 
the people were suffering under some dis
order or want which affected their material 
interests. It would be curious to enquire 
how far this Consideration accounts for in
surrections having generally found their first 
and fiercest examples in rough and barren 
countries. .The traveller in Switzerland 
finds little jheds constructed on patches of 
meagre verdure, which are only green for 
two or three months in the year, and, per
haps, can only be pastured for a month. 
The inhabitants are forced by their necessi
ties to utilize even this morsel of food, and 
drive their goats over the glazier to snatch 
it from the snow. Where life is so hard 
people cannot afford to be either well- 
governed or misgoverned by any but them
selves. In fertile and well-cultivated valleys 
what has the peasant, or the farmer, or the 
landowner to gain by political agitation ? 
Provided his conscience be not forced and 
he has a free career for himself and family, 
it is not worth his while to tamper with the 
substantial framework of Government. But 
when people find it a hard matter to get the 
first necessaries, still more the decencies of 
life, they are apt to imagine that some differ 
ent form of Government would give them 
more advantages and opportunities. Any
thing at all events, may be better than the 
present, and they feel that, in any event, 
they cannot afford to put up with things as 
they are. Any important observer would 
see abundant cause for Irish discontent, for 
Ribandism, Fenianism, and even worse 
disturbances, >in the frightful state of things 
from which we are separated by only twenty 
years. We do not say the institutions of 
the country were, or are, all they ought to 
be. But the people would hardly have 
thought of seeking any other than legal and 
constitutional remedies had not thèir whole 
imaginations been blighted by mud cabins, 
pigs, potatoes, and famine. They might be 
excused for thinking there must be some
thing very much amiss with their whole con
dition before they could have got in such a 
state. The progress of improvement hither
to has not been without its suffering and its 
sad side. But if emigration has done its
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work, if the people are growing more 
wealthy, if they are learning how to grow 
more and finer cattle, and to turn their 
arable land to the best account, we may be 
confident the task of the statesman is being 
greatly lightened, and a foundation is being 
laid on which a loyal and ^constitutional 
feeling may be securely built up.

The Lord Lieutenant mentioned, but 
declined to discuss, the question of the rela
tions of landlord and tenant. Some remarks, 
however, were made on the subject which 
were worth notice on account both of their 
substance and of their author. “ We all 
know," said the speaker, "that the promo- 
“ tion of agriculture by all daises implies 
« the intercourse ot all classes in the deve
lopment of undertakings for their mutual 
"advantage." The tenant, for instance, 
has to bear his share of toil ; " but he has 
" the first and freshest of Nature’s smiles ; 
« and with a good herd of cattle and a tidy 
"little wife no position could be more en- 
« viable than that of a farmer in a prosper- 
" ous country. But if there be a position 
" more desirable, it is that of the landlord 
“ who has it in his power to contribute to 
" the happiness of his tenants. A rich har- 
“ vest of prosperity and affection is gathered 
“ by the landlord who proves to his tenant 
“ that he does not look upon him ns a mere 
"rentpaying machine, but as a cherished 
"partner in the great business of life." If 
everybody who takes as strong a line about 
Irish tenant-right as the O'Donoohue would 
not only profess these sentiments, but put 
them into practice impartially, the question 
would be readily solved. No doubt, they 
imply the salutary monition that landlords 
must live more among their tenants, and 
woik more generously with them, if they 
wish to obtain the same confidence as they 
receive in England. But if the duty is mutual, 
it also follows that tenants must beware of 
den " 
lan

eenstituent part must be doing its work i 
receiving its reward. When the differ.,, 
classes in Ireland learn, as they all hai| 
need to do, that they cannot have everythii 
their own way, they will all get much mo, 
of their way than they have ever yet sa 
ceeded in obtaining.

No. XI.

. ____________— .uuuii uonaru UI
mying their landlords any interest in the 
ni. It will not do for the tenant to place 

the landlord in the position of a "mere rent
receiving machine." If the two are to be 
partners in the great business of life, they 
must each have something to gain by this 
partnership. The landlord must have some 
voice in the management and some prospect 
of advantage to himself from the improve
ment ofthe land. If men like the O'Donookü* 
are conscious that tenants cannot prosper 
without the aid of capital, letthem enieavour 
to impress on those whom they have influence 
that capital has its rights as well as its 
duties. Some proposals about Irish tenant- 
right would simply doom capital to perpetual 
stagnation. But before a people can be 
prosperous, united, and contented, every

Athlon*, Sept. 4.
I shall not dwell at any great length i 

the character of the land system of tl 
neighbourhood, viewed as a whole, or u 
the social phenomena disclosed in it, fort 
do so would be to repeat a good deal of wl 
I have, written in previoas letters. Th 
wages of the agricultural labourer abos 
Atnlone are very much the same as I has 
found them to be in other places ; that ii] 
they average frem 6s. to 10s. a week, an 
the class, as a rule, is not unprosperou 
The rate of rent is extremely variable. Un 
fortunately, I have not the metons ot con 
paring it with what it was a century ag 
for Arthur Young did not visit this plac« 
but I may say, generally, that it ranges fron 
31. to 15s. the Irish acre—that is, about 36s 
to 9s. the English. Any good land is no 
highly rented ; indeed, the fine meadow 
along the Shannon appear to me to be le 
low—it must be remembered, however, tha 
they are "drowned" by floods during fou 
months of the year—and the rate or rent 
upon large forms is, in my judgment, reason
able and moderate. This remark, however, 
hardly applies to the smaller farms in man; 
places. The rents of these are very often 
nigh ; and I walked over several hundred of 
acres of cold, thin, and hungry land, inhabit 
ed by a îace of poor occupiers, who paid 
20s. the Irish acre, and which I should con
sider dear at 12s. Farms vary exceedingly 
in extent ; a few, at a considerable distance 
from Athlone, are grazing tracts of a large 
size ; a good many reach 20 and 50 acres, 
but an immense number are very small, mere 
patches from two to four or five acres. The 
country bevond the flats of the Shannon is 
fairly divided between tillage and pasture, 
but the agriculture, as a rule, is of an inferior 
kind ; the breeds of cattle and sheep are 
home times coarse ; the crops aie occasionally 
backward and thin ; good farmsteads are not 
often seen ; whole estates are covered with 
mud cabins ; the landscape reminds you, in 
foo many places, of what Ireland was before 
1846. On the whole, in a material point of 
view the tenantry of this neighbourhood are 
less prosperous than I have found them to 
be elsewhere ; and, as I shall show par-
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[discontent as those in any part of TïppêV- 
rj. The land system of the country in 
feneral is, in all essential features, the same 
i that which I have already noticed. The 
ne between the owner and occupier of the 
hil coincides tolerably nearly with that 
Ihich marks the great religious divisions of 

iland ; but there is a fair number of 
oman Catholic landlords. Absentee pro

prietors are not numerous ; but the residents, 
i a class, are not progressive, and some are 
aid to be much embarrassed. Here, as 

ewhere, leasehold interests are rare, and, 
aving been formerly very numerous, are 
«coming fewer year after year ; yet, though 
he tenants have only precarious tenures, 
hey have, with slight exceptions, done 
verything whiebrhas been done for the land 
or ages. T^Ke whole system, in short, is ot 
he kind to which I have before referred—a 
dominant proprietary, marked off from the 

ople ; a tenantry which has seldom a hold 
bn the soil, though it has enormously in
creased its value, and which is exposed to 

ave the fruits of its industry appropriated 
by superiors who have the power and a 
emptation to do so. Here, as elsewhere, 

assert with confidence, tne landlords do 
bot often abuse their position ; but instances 
|to the contrary certainly occur ; nog can I 

dm ire a state of things in whichian equit- 
blei adjustment of the most Important 
ghts is made to depend, not mpon law, 
ut upon the will of an ord^r of men 

~e interest often conflicts with justice.
Eat I wish to dwell on in this letter is 

Ithe extraordinary contrasts of agriculture, 
land of what may be called agricultural 
I systems, which are to be found in this neigh- 
I bourhood, the train of phenomena resulting 
I from this, and the serious reflections they 
I suggest. I visited the magnificent tract to 
I which I referred in my last letter as being a 
fragment of the Lothians introduced into the 

| rudeness of Galway. This estate, with an- 
I other in the north of the county, is the pro- 
I perty of }far. Allan Pollok, a Scottish gentle

man of immense wealth, and it should be 
examined carefully by every inquirer who 

I wishes to study the Irish Land Question. 
Mr. Pollok unfortunately was not at home, 
but I was received courteously by two of his 
agents, and these gentlemen gave me much 

| information, which they have kindly per
mitted me to repeat, though for obvious 
reasons, they do not wish their names to be 
disclosed to the public. Mr. Pollok’s two 
estates comprise an area of some 32,006 
acres, of which 25,000 are arable, and they 
were purchased some 16 years ago at a cost 
—I do not here pretend to accuracy—of not

'jm fkuk
less than 500,0002. The lands when they 
came into Mr. Pollok’s hands were in the 
condition of most Galway estates ; that is, 
they were for the most part held by a peas
antry of small farms and cottiers, they had 
been much exhausted after the famine, and 
their resources had never been developed.
It is easy to imagine what their look then 
was—rude tracts broken into narrow fields, 
ill-drained and divided by unsightly fences, 
with scanty crops and inferior cattle, and 
covered over with small dwellings inhabited 
by a dense population. Mr. Pollok’s first 
care was to buy out midmost every one of Ct 
these petty holders, to convert some intcT ‘ft 
Tarm-iabourers, ana to induce others to emi- ' 
grate to the West ; and having by a process, 
not ungentle indeed, yet rather painful, 
made a tabula rasa of this enormous area, 
he applied himself to improving the lands, 
to bringing them under thorough cultivation, 
and farming them upon the j>est Scotch 
system. It is unnecessary to say tow dikes 
were levelled and fields squared into vast 
breadths ; what miles upon miles of drains 
were opened ; how, in the place of the Irish 
village, the huge solitary steading rose at 
wide distances ; what thousands of tons of 
artificial manures were lavished upon the 
hungry soil ; what sheets of turnips and 
masses of corn were grown where the plough 
had never been before ; how the hills were 
covered with the finest kine and sheep ;— 
how, in a word, capital and science trans
formed these great tracts byTegrees, as if by 
magic. The carrying out this socftkl revolu
tion cost not less certainly than the fee-simple 
of the soil, and the results have really been 
wonderful. I walked over a part of one of 
the estates, and admired the magnificent 
farm buildings, the hngh mills with their 1 
lofty chimneys, as though husbandry had 
become a manufacture, the steam engines 
and perfect appliance of tillage, the vast 
spaces of corn that reached the horizon, the 
thoroughbred sheep in the immense pastures 
—the spectacle, in a word, of agriculture on 
the largest scale in its highest developement.
Yet the whole scene had a look of desolation 
in spite of the monotony of its splendour.
I missed the smoke of the frequent housetop ; 
and as my eye rested on the scanty cottages 
which here and there only dotted the rich 
expanse, I could not help thinking that this 
form of society had, like all human things, 
its imperfect aide.

Row opposite to this state of things is 
the condition of the village communities, 
referred to in my last letter, which havë re
claimed parts of the flats of the Shannon 1 
How different is their primitive TTuibshdry," 
how completely distinct the type of their

?
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life 1 In one case a lavish outlay of capital 
has suddenly raised a noble monument of 
cultivation of the most perfect kind, and 
has produced a splendid model of extensive 
farming. Yet you feel that this is an ex
otic growth, ana that it anticipates the nat
ural march of society : and you see that it 
is not without its drawbacks in its severance 
of the population from the soil. In the
ntitAw onnA ------ * 1__r^r—v»v.a Aivm me soil. in the
other case the slow industry of ages, ad
vancing with gradual but beneficial steps, 
has changed tho Ku^nn ...«-a- - *

...._0 gtwuuni oui uenencial steps,
has changed the barren waste into fruitful- 
ness, has with difficulty almost incredible, 
subdued the worthless swamp to fertility, 
has, too, not grandly or quickly, but quietly 
and peacefully, transformed the character 
of the landscape.

The circumstances of Mr. Pollok’s exper
iment suggest considerations of great interest 
with reference to the Irish Laud Question. 
First, perhaps, in importance is the inquiry 
whether this wonderful attempt to introduce 
Scottish agriculture on the largest scale into 
a district where it has been unknown before, 
is remunerative, or is likely to be so; 
for, if it be, it can be hardly doubted that 
its author’s example will he extensively fol
lowed. From all that I have heard, and 
my own Calculations, this question must be 
angwçred in the negative. It is not only 
that Mr. Pollok’s agents, when l tried 
to examine them on this subject, were 
guarded and dubious in their replies, and 
that the general opinion of the country side 
—which, doubtless, is in some degree to be 
attributed to jealousy and ignorance con
demns the whole thing as a costly failure. 
A simple sum in arithmetic points to what,
I believe, is the true conclusion. Mr. Pol- 
lok having laid out a sum, equivalent at 
least to the price of the fee, in simply im
proving bis estates, the letting value of 
these lands, compared with thoseaof the same 
natural quality on adjoining properties, 
ought to have increased in something like a 
similar proportion, on the supposition that 
he gets a fair return for his outlay. This, 
however is certainly not the case : though 
Mr. Pollok gets a higher rent relatively for 
some magnificent farms he has let than his 
neighbours do for the small holdings in 
which they have left the old Irish peasantry 
—taking areas of equal natural value—the 
difference does not near yield a fair interest 
OlLlfee capital expended j and though this 
circumstance Is not decisive, and other ele
ments, no doubt, enter, it goes a long way 
to solve the problem. Another extremely 
interesting question is, how far can the or
dinary Irish Farmer, with the means he pos
sesses—his scanty capital, but, as I insist, 
his shrewd sense and resolute industry—gom-1

i Q / ''7ï
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pete with such a gigantic rival ? On this 
point I can adduce testimony that is certainly! 
not a little significant. A portion of the 
estate of Lord Clanricarde runs into that of] 
Mr. Pollok ; and there is, no doubt, a re-1 
markable contrast between the rude and 
pretty homesteads on the one and the en
ormous breadths of tillage on the other. 
Yet —and I put the question to many on the 
point—the peasantry on the Clanricarde es 
tato declared themselves able and willing to 
pay rents not much lower than those obtain
ed by Mr. Pollok for his lands ; and as Lord 
Clanricarde, though an admirable landlord— 
his people were enthusiastic in his praise, 
and I was happy to fiud had generally 
leases—has not laid out much on this part 
of his property, these occupiers, taking 
everything into account, were assuredly 
justified in their boast to me, “ that they 
could hold their own against any Scotch
man." Indeed, one of Mr. Pollok’i 
agents, notwithstanding a very natural pre
judice in favour of his native system of ag
riculture, admitted to me that it was quite 
wonderful how well the Irish took to im
provement, and how much they could do 
with the land, under landlords in whom they 
could place confidence.^* Give them equal 
capitals andJair play, and they would run 
us hard," was the honest remark of this 
intelligent and experienced gentleman.

Mr. Pollok, as I have said, let a part of his 
estate, in farms, to tenants. These hold
ings are all exceedingly large ; the landlord 
puts them in thorough order, and supplied 
them with every appliance of agriculture, 
before he placed an occupier in them ; and 
they are held by leases of 19 years, the 
tenants being either Scotch or Irish. Here, 
then, you see in its most perfect form what 
may be called the English system of tenure ; 
and with reference to the Irish Land Ques
tion I pray your readers to note with care 
how this system of tenure and the English 
law of landlords and tenant agree with each 
other. In this condition of things the land
lord hands ‘ over his land to his tenant in 
such a state that the occupier need sink no 
capital in it, and is amply compèhaaietTfor 
any transient outlay by the profits, perhaps, 
of a single year, and the tenant, the farm 
he takes being large, is a capitalist, 
free to make a bargain, to insist on 

reasonable amount of profit, and to 
protect himself by a definite contract.
In England, therefore, the common law, 
in this matter of landlord and tenant, 
assumes the existence of a class of land
lords who add all permanent improvements 
to the soil, and of a class of tenants who 
simply hire its use, without investing their
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fortunes in it, or enhancing its value to all 
time, each class being independent of the 
other, and its doctrines proceed on these 
assumptions. It treats the owner of land as 
the absolute owner, because the raw mate
rial of the soil and all durable annexations 
to it are, in a legitimate sense, his property. 
It treats the tenant as a mere temporary 
possessor, because he stipulates only for the 
transient usufruct, does not permanently 
increase the worth of the freehold, and is 
able to makd an equal bargain. And, as it 
does not conceive that a state of things can 
arise in which, unshielded by contract, a 
whole race of occupiers, during many years, 
may have deposited the fruits of their in
dustry in their holdings, and give them all 
the value they possess, so not only, as a gen
eral rule, does it disregard all equitable 
claims for compensation on this account, and 
repudiate the notion that in any such way a 
tenant can acquire a title to an extended or 
a perpetual tenure ; but actually, with some 
trifling exceptions, it enables the landlord to 
appropriate the whole of these beneficial 
accretions, and refuses the tenant all redress, 
in order to shut out very difficult questions 
and to compel persons whom it supposes to 
be free to adjust the matter by mutual 
agreement.

This state of law, though in theory faulty, 
and though occasionally, even in England, 
not coinciding with existing facts, neverthe
less works tolerably well in that country, 
and adapts itself to a form of society in 
which landlords and tenants are usually well 
off, and deal on a footing of independence. 
How does it apply to the system of tenure 
that prevails to such an extent in Ireland, to 
the case, we will say, of those village com
munities that have improved so largely the 
flats of the Shannon ? ôenerations ago the 
ancestors of these people, with or without 
the consent of their feudal lords, settled on 
what was then a barren morass, and their 
descendants, by Their continual toil, have 
gradually changed it to fertility. They 
have as completely transformed its nature as 
—to borrow an illustration from the civil 
law in its luminous view of a kindred sub
ject—the artist who, on the worthless can
vas, paints a masterpiece of Apelles or 
Zeuxis. Is it not an abuse of thought to 
strain the conceptions of the common law to 
their statues and that of their landlords— 
to classify the one as casual hirers of the 
use of land, for a term, by contract, and 
the others as absolute proprietors of the 
soil and of the qualities added to it by 
others ? How can the expressions 11 owner 
and occupier ” fit in with such a relation as 

i if Wye are to take them in their strict

English sense and yet to consider natural 
justice ? And—l\n tk« l«ural position of 
these humble peasants is technically 0f 
tenants at will—would it not be an iniquity 
that a notice to quit should extinguish their 
tenures, and empower their superiors to rob 
them of that to which equity gives them so 
full a claim ? Yet, this is wjiat the law, as 
it stands, allows ; in this respect, in truth, 
they are simply outlaws ; and their only pro
tection is loose local custom, which may be 
violated legally with impunity. Their land
lords, no doubt, as a general rule, respect 
this custom, and neither turn them out nor 
squeeze out their interest by extortionate 
rents ; but instances of such wrongs occur, 
and what is to he thought of a law which 
permits such claims to depend on caprice 
or forbearance ? It was the prayer of the 
good tioman Emperor that his will might 
be restrained by law, that he should not 
have the means of injuring his subjects. A 
good Irish landlord, who, in his sphere, has 
power not unlike that of a despot, ought to 
second the wish of Marcus Aurelius ; he 
should not forget that his heritage, too, may 
pass to a Commodus or Heliogabalus.

A reflecting mind cannot fail to perceive 
that the great difficulty of settling the Irish 
land question arises from the co-existence 
and the contrast of the systems ot tenure I 
have described. Were the lands of Ireland 
held generally under what I shall call the 
English system, if the farms were of con
siderable extent, if the occupiers were men 
of substance, or if the landlords made all 
the permanent improvements, things might 
be left as they now are, and there would be 
no necessity of considering the subject. 
Or, on the other hand, if the lands of Ire
land were all held under the Irish system, 
if the farms were all mere small patches, if 
the occupiers were all poor tenants at will, 
if the peasantry had dene everything for the 
land, and had thus acquired an equity in it, 
and if the landlords had contributed nothing, 
I could listen to the cry of “ fixity of tenure,” 
and could discuss Mr. Mill’s scheme of a 
peasant proprietary at a settled quit-rent. 
But as both these systems are to be found 
in Ireland, though covering areas of very 
different extent, as, moreover, they are not 
always found marked off from each by sharp 
distinctions, but over a very large part of the 
country, run into each other and are coni us
ed, and as neither type is clearly prevalent, 
it follows that, while I do not think you 
can leave the Irish system in its present state, 
under the insufficient protection of the com
mon law, so you ought not to stereotype it on 
the face of the land, or forget that the 
common law is a fairly adequate rule of



60 THE LAND QUESTION

right in all the tracts held under the English 
system. How, ridi»**1»”»0» uay, how iniquit
ous. would be, in the case of farms like 
those of Mr. Pollok, to attend to claims for 
compensation for improvements, or to de
mands for an extension of tenures, outside the 

'*<e8nite contract of the parties I This would 
be really “ confiscation"—the shallow cant 
of those who take the mere landlord's view 
of this great question, and a real subversion ■ 
of the rights of property. Yet, on the 
other hand, in the case of these village 
communities, how idle it is to say that it is 
consonant to justice to abandon them to the 
rules of the common law, to ignore the ex
istence of the property they have created, 
to subjsct them to eviction without full com
pensation, or without an equivalent pro
longation of tenure. He evidently will be 
the true statesman, and will be entitled to 
claim the merit of solving this complicated 
problem justly, wfio, recognising the co-ex- 
istence of these modes of tenure, and the 
tariety and conflict of rights under them, 
shall devise a law that shall be applicable 
to each, and, as far as human legislation 
can go, shall protect the interests arising 
under both, and shall then give them èom- 
plete freedom. Without venturing to dogma
tize, I am not without hope that a reform of 
this kind is quite feasible without endanger
ing in any rational sense the rights of 
property.

I am sorry to say that all around Athlone 
the elements of discontent and disaffection 
abound. I heard repeated complaints of 
rack rents, not without justice in many in
stances, and a kind of dull blind cry of wrong 
and oppression. In several places, more- 

. over, I had to listen to wild and passionate 
words of disloyalty—“ no thanks to Glad- 

< stone for what had been done ; a good time 
was coming for Ireland ; the country would 
yet be under America." One cause, pro
bably, of this licentious candour is that the 
peasantry in this neighbourhood, at least on 
the Connaught side of the Shannon, are in 
a much greater degree Celtic than those 
of the other counties I have visited, and the 
Celts are proverbially tongue valiant, a 
Saxonized race being bolder in action. In 
fact, though the “men of Tipperary" are 
stained with more frequent deeas of violence 
than the population in this district, they are 
at heart, I believe, much less dissatisfied. 
Over and over again a peasant would 
use such words as, “ God help the poor 
who are ground down by injustice I" and 
one man, whose American accent betrayed 
plainly his recent associations, exclaimed 
fiercely, “ Oh, that we had here the boys that 
terrify the rich in Tipperary I" This

eentiment of dislike of existing institutions 
blends curiously with dreams of the 
buried past. I heard of several well-authen- 
ticated instances in which, during the Fenian 
movement, the peasantry acknowledged cer
tain persons as the legitimate heirs to for
feited estates. These distempered visions 
are no doubt engendered by the sense of 
dissatisfaction which exists. If you can re
move the one by doing away with every 
sign of injustice thit lingers in the social ] 
system and laws, the otheis of course will 
before long vanish. The agrarain spirit 
prevails here quite as strongly as in Tipper
ary; it would be as unwise to gauge its 
power by its acts as it would be to imagine 
that the range of malaria is limited to the 
few spots where it breaks out into typhus. 
Unfortunately, too, a most foul murder of 
an agrarian nature has been lately com
mitted. Mr. Tarleton, a gentleman of good 
birth, took some time ago a farm on which 
a shepherd in the service of the former 
owner had repaired a house and made some 
improvements. Mr. Tarleton continued the 
man in his employment, but dismissed him 
in rather a summary manner, without com
pensating him for the outlay, for which, of 
course, he was in no sense liable. The un
fortunate gentleman received a warning, 
couched in terms of friendly reproach, but 
having disregarded this, he was shot, and 
the crime, as usual, remains undiscovered. 
Here we see agrarianism in its very worst 
form ; and, as will be observed, the agrarian 
code in this, as in many other instances, 
considered, to use a legal phrase, that the 
obligations it imposes “ run with the land," 
and, passing over the original owner of this 
farm, who might be imagined to have done 
wrong in not having given anything to his 
servant, inflicting its penalties on the new 
possessor, the obviously innocent of all 
offence.

No. XII.

Mullingar, Sept. 14.

The line that runs from Athlone to Mul
lingar runs along a district of poor uplands, 
here and there dotted with country seats, 
but with hardly a single feature of interest. 
As you approach the little capital of West
meath the character of the landscape im
proves ; you pass some of the rich pastures 
for which the county is justly famou^, and 
the scene wears a more civilized aspect. 
Mullingar, placed almost on the frontier of 
an outlying tract of the old English Pale— 
the theatre ’of many a tierce encounter be
tween the Norman settlers and the Celtie
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tribes—was once a place of considerable im
portance ; it had its sovereign, burgesses, 
and corpoate rights ; but those have become 
things of the paA, as well as the remains of 

! its ancient castle and of its celebrated re
ligious houses. The town is little more 
than a village of slate houses, running into 
mud cabins, commanded by a large military 
barrack and overlooked by its Protestant and 
Catholic churches ; yet, though it has no re
markable features its recent history is not 
uninteresting with reference to the Land 
Question of Ireland. Twenty years ago 
Mullingar seemed smitten with mouldering 
decay. It had the look of haggard poverty ; 
its slovenly ways and ricketty fences were 
notable for their squalor and delapi- 
ùation. Small as the place now is, the 
main street and its shops have gener-. 
rally a rather thriving appearance. You 
see plenty of new gilding and paint; there 
are numerous residences of recent building, 
and though the neighbourhood is purely 
agricultural, and its local business has not 
much increased, few country towns, I be
lieve, in Leinster have lately shown more 
signs of imptovement. The reason of the 
change I cannot doubt is an alteration in 
the legal conditions, and in some degree the 
social influences under which the town now 
maintains its existence. Until not long ago 
Mullingar was held under a middleman's 
grant from the Granard family, and ns 
neither the mesne nor the chief owners had 
the power of making long leases, no secur
ity could be obtained for building, and stag
nation and ruin were the consequence. The 
process, however, of the Landed Estates 
Court swept away these mischievous fetters 
of tenure ; and the new proprietor, Colonel 
Grenville Nugent, being able and willing tc 
give leases of long duration on favourable 
terms, the town has not been slow to revive, 
and has in a few years made very rapid pro
gress.

Westmeath being for several reasons an im 
portant county as regards the Land Question, 
I have visited many parts of it. This great 
midland tract, that extends from the plains 
of Meath to the banks of the Shannon, 
comprises a large portion of the water-shed 
of Leinster, and presents a strange diversity 
of features. To the north it is ridged by 
continuous hills, for the most part of thin 
and light soil, with occasionally fertile 
valleys between, inhabited generally by a 
rather poor peasantry. The centre, named 
the fancy of the Celt “ the Land of 
Waters,” is largly occupied by a succes
sion of deep and broad lakes, from which 
sluggish rivers uncoil and descend slowly 
to the Boyne and the Shannon. This is

also in spots a hill country, but it usually 
expands into broad plains, heie and there 
broken by turf mosses or swelling into 
gentle eminences, but often stretching into 
vast green flats that at .intervals, especially 
along the courses of the streams, form mag
nificent pastures. This is the general char
acter of the landscape from the summit of the 
cone of Knockeyon, from which, it is said, 
on a clear day you can see across Ireland to 
either sea ; from this point the eye ranges 
over a most remarkable and varied scene 
of wooded steep and glittering mere, ol rich 
lowland and red morass, spreading out for 
miles in the near distance. This fine tract, ex
cept at the places where a race of petty occu
piers still dwells on the edges of the bogs ami 
slopes of the hills, is, for themostpart, held 
in’substantial farms, and abounds in beautiful 
country seats, and the traveller goes through 
an interesting succession of fat pastures 
and breadths of tillage, with occasionally 
mansions and parks between, that would be 
a noble specimen of industry and care, save 
that thousands of acres want drainage. 
This, to a great extent, is the nature of the 
country until you reach the borders of 
Meath ; but to the south and west of the 
central plain Westmeath rises into a series 
of uplands, in places divided by low stony 
hills, and forming a large uneven table land, 
for the most part of little fertility. This 
district seems comparatively neglected; it 
docs not contain many handsome seats ; the 
character of the agriculture is seldom good ; 
and it is divided chiefly into extensive pas
tures, many evidently of recent origin, and 
the holdings of a not wealthy peasantry. 
The county, therefore, regarded as a whole, 
abounds in curious contrasts of husbandry, 
and these, as may be supposed, correspond 
with not less remarkable social contrasts.

It is not my intention to say much about 
the general condition of this district ; for I 
wish, if possible, to avoid repetition. Com
pared with some other parts of Ireland, 
Westmeath is not a progressive county; 
its agricultural area has considerably dim
inished, and, notwithstanding the excellence 5 
of its pastures, the increase in the returns of 
its live stock is not so great as I should have 
expected ; aud it should be observed that 
this coincides with a large decrease in the 
population. It would not, however, bo 
safe to draw a sweeping conclusion from 
these facts ; I reserve this and similar topics 
for a subsequent stage of this inquiry. 
The material condition of the different 
classes connected with the soil in West* 
meath corresponds in the main with that of 
the same classes in the other counties that I 
have visited. The wages of the agricultural
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labourer are from 6s. to 10s. a week ; the 
farmers, except the very small holders, are 
reasonably well off, the large graziers espe
cially, as a rule, being wealthy. Bents vary 
from £3 10s. for the best gi ass lands to 15s. 
the Irish acre ; and land on the whole is not 
overrented, though most of the light tillage 
ands let high, no doubt owing to the com

petition of the poor,yiow almost confined to 
soils of this character. The landed system 
of Westmeath is essentially the same as that 
I have already described, except that the 
number of absentee landlords iy compara
tively small in this county. In other respects 
it presents phenomena identical with those I 
have previously noticed—the same divisions 
of classes by religious distinctions ; the 
same widespread insecurity of tenure ; the 
same creation and growth of equities in the 
land not protected by positive legal sanction, 
and vindicated only by local usage. In this 
state of things a line of demarcation runs 
between the owner and occupier of the soil 
and separates them more or less from each 
other ; law fails utterly to throw its shield 
over innumerable claims of the nature of 
property ; and these are abandoned to loose 
custom, which may be violated without legal 
redress by a dominant order that has an im
mediate interest to do so. Here, as else
where, from good feeling, from the habits of 
acquiescence engendered by the ancestral 
possession of landed property, far more, I 
believe, than from any lower motive, the 
landlords, though too marked off from the 
people, as a rule respect the social arrange
ments, the dealings, and natural rights of 
their tenants ; they neither attempt by un
just evictions, nor by iniquitous raising of 
rents, to appropriate what really belongs to 
others, nor do they disregard the tenant 
right arising from the sale of the goodwill 
of farms, which in this county is a common 
practice. But—besides that in the years 
that succeeded the famine society in West
meath was much disturbed by extensive 
evictions from estates—even now, as always 
will be the case when social elements occa
sionally jar, and when too much is left to 
arbitrary power, wrongs in the relation ot 
landlord and tenant occur too frequently in 
this county. Sometimes the zeal of a Pro- 

\ testant proprietor gets the better of his 
sense of fair dealing, and I have heard of 
cases in which an undue preference has been 

h given to Protestant tenants as such, or in 
which, except at an extortionate rent, a site 
for a Catholic chapel has been refused—a 
compromise between consience and interest 
at which Mephistopheles himself might 
smile. Occasionally, too, the spirit of ava
rice will break through the bamere of mere

usage ; and I have been informed of morel
than one instance in which purchasers is 
the Landed Estates Court have set aside the 
equitable claims of their tenants. Now and 
then, moreover, landlords will abuse the 
extraordinary power their position givee 
them,and 1 write with a set of contracte 
before me of a singular and iniquitous kind, 
which a proprietor has lately endeavoured 
to compel his tenantsat-will to sign, in order 
to deprive them of even the scanty pro
tection of the commonality, and to free 
himself from the implied obligations which 
local usage would impose on him, so long as 
they held by the tenure of the country. The 
tenants have refused to sign these agree
ments ; 1 hope their refusal will not bo |
construed, by those who interpret the Irish 
Land Question on a theory of the barbarism 
of the Irish r&ce, as evidence that the be
nighted Irish tenant prefers vague custom 
to definite contract.

Westmeath presents in a marked form 
the contrasts of occupation and tenure which 
I adverted to in a previous letter. The 
greater part of its fine lands is now held by 
substantial farmers, or by graziers of a su
perior class ; many of these have, of course, 
the security of a lease, and in most instances 
the landlords have either put the lands in 
good order and built farmsteads before the 
commencement of a tenancy, or else the 
lands, being admirable pastures, require 
little or no outlay. The existing law of 
landlord and tenant applies, therefore, fairly 
enough to these cases. It either has no 
tendency to confiscate what belongs to the 
tenant on a change of possession, or else its 
harsh doctrines are excluded by contracts 
between independent persons. By far the 
largest portion of the county, however, is 
still occupied by small farmers, who legally 
are merely tenants at-will, though they have 
added much to the value of the soil by 
building, enclosing, fencing, and tillage, 
and though they have purchased their in
terests in numerous instances, and it is pro
bable that they will long maintain their 
ground, though the area they hold is being 
diminished. The existing law is not a rule 
of right to this body of men in their actual 
position ; it exposes, what is in truth their 
property, the benefits they have added to 
the land, to be confiscated by a summary 
process : it sets at naught the equitable right 
acquired by a transfer for value with the 
assent of the landlord. It is idle to say 
that poor tenants-at-will ought to have as
sured their claims by express contract, and 
that law accordingly may disregard them ; 
equality not dependence is the sphere of 
contract, and these claims, in truth, are
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Supported mainly by usage, forbearance, and 
Acquiescence, without any compulsory sanc
tion. Can any one wonder that, in this 
State of things, hatred of our institutions 
khould grow up, and that agrarianism should 
step in to shield by terror the natural rights 
which law will not recognize ? Can we 
not perceive what must bo the feeling of the 
poor peasant in this situation, when he sees 
that law refuses to affirm his title to what is 
justly his own, and as he imagines, by its 
one-sided operation assists the wealthy 
capitalist to supplant him ? May we not 
translate his thoughts into langur go like 
this:—“land mine have tilled these fields 
for generations ; I have made them what 
they are, have, perhaps, bought them ; I 
cannot compel my landlord to grant me a 
lease, yet the law leaves me naked and de
fenceless, while the large man who is covet
ing my land in the revolution going on 
around me can make for himself an excellent 
bargain. Your law is double-faced and 
unjust. I turn to a code of a very different 
kind in order to protect my legitimate 
property.”

Such are the thoughts which have doubt
less occurred to many of the peasantry in 
this district. It aggravates the matter that 
in some instances £t>u find persons of the 
landlord class disposed to repudiate their 
natural rights, especially as regards their 
additions to soil, which not unrearonably 
cause1 misconceptions. Such persons will 
contrast the fine steadings built recently on 
estates that have perhaps been “cleared” 
with the rude condition of the farms on 
which the small holders continue to dwell, 
and will exclaim that “ tenant’s-improve
ments are nonsense." Or they will observe 
that, in the actual state of agriculture, the 
little dwellings that have been the habita
tions of the peasantry through the long 
space of time during which they have been 
gradually changing the bog or the mountain 
to fertility, are nuisances that ought to be 
got rid of; or they will point to the exhaust 
ed state in which the small holder’s fields 
are occasionally found, and will ask, 
“ Would you mulct us for deterioration ?" 
In all this there is some truth ; but consi
derations on the other side of the greatest 
importance are too often forgotten. It is 
not borne in mind that it is the industry of 
the petty occupier that, for the most part, 
has transformed the face of the country, has 
made tracts of barrenness yield their in
crease, has caused them to give rent to 
their owners. It is not borne in mind that 
the unsightly hovels, now condemned as 
mischievous to the estate, have been 
instruments in this "work of amelioration,

Q

and may, therefore, under certain condi
tions, be placed in the category of real im
provements. It is not borne in mind that 
as a general rule the good d ne by the 
peasantry to the land exceeds the waste in 
an infinite degree, and that the area they 
may have injured is as nothing compared to 
that they have made productive ; and it is 
too easily said that they obtain a sufficient 
return in prolonged occupation without 
estimating the fitting compensating period. 
Through this varied and partial view injus
tice is sometimes done to the claims oF the 
tenant even by the most upright men ; and 
we cannot wonder that on his side, too, ex
travagant notions should exist. That 
tenants in Ireland have a large equitable 
claim in respect of what they have contri 
buted to the land even the late Mr. Senior 
thought indisputable, opposed as he was to 
small holdings, and conservative in his 
ideas about the rights of property :—“ The 
Irish landlord, partly, political and partly 
to obtain additional rent, by means of the 
potato encouraged or (what was enough 
without actual encouragement) permitted 
subdivision and the increase of population.
The inhabitants of Ireland, from 4,088,226 
in 1792. rose to 8,175,124 in 1841. The 
landlords wore unable and unwilling to spend 
money on their estates. They allowed the 
tenants themselves to make the provision— 
by building and by reclaiming land fi om its 
original state of bog, or heather, or stony 
field—necessary to lodge and feed this in
creased population. It is thus that many 
estates have been created, and almost all 
have been enlarged by generation after gen
eration of tenants without assistance. It. 
was the tenants who made the barony~of 
Ferney, originally worth 3,0001. a year, 
worth 50,0007. a year. It is to meet cases 
Tike these that I propose my tribunal.

I This leads me to say a few words on 
the operation of the law in Ireland as it 
bears on the subject of tenants’ improve
ments, though I shall treat the question 
more fully hereafter. That law, founded 
on the old maxim that what is< added to 
the soil accrues to its owner, has been 
modified in England by local custom ; in 
Ireland, in some degree, by statute: and 
in the United Kingdom, by judicial decisi
ons. It is, however, still in the abstract ^y 
unjust, for it fails sufficiently to protect" 
what may be the legitimate claims pf the 
tenant ; but in England its^ bafshness ss 
practically nullified by thï circumstances 
that, in that country, the permanent im
provements on estates are made, as a gene
ral rule, by the landlords, and that tenants 
shield themselves from the law by contract,
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and take care that when they hire- land they 
shall be repaid should they add to its value. 
In Ireland, however, where, in most cases, 
whit is done in the way of improving the 
soil is done by the tenant, not by the land
lord, and where the tenant, in the majority 
ot iustances, has not risen to the status of a 
free contractor, the law is in the highest 
degree unfair ; it refuses to protect what 

"really is the property of the tenant added to 
the holding, and exposes it to unredressed 
confiscation. It is impossible to guess what 
innumerable rights, occasionally of a valu
able kind, too often the all of the humble 
peasant, have been extinguished through 
this state of law ; but it may vO interesting 
to note the opinion on this matter of a great 
lawyer, no subverter, assuredly, of the land
marks of justice, and with instincts on the 
side of the proprietary classes. Fifteen 
years ago Lord Westbury observed on the 
law as to tenants’ improvements in Ire
land

“ Was it not the fact in Ireland that in 
nineteen cases out of twenty a landlord ex
pected the tenant would do something for 
the improvement of the land, and stood by 
while it was done ? and then, was it not 
consistent with ju=tice for the law to assume 
a tacit understanding on his part that the 
tenant was to enjoy the results of thes&jn- 
provements ? / Such doctrines as these had 
oeen the A BJ C of equity in this country 
for a considerable time ; and if parties 
proceeding against their tenants in Ireland 
could be compelled to proceed in a court of 
equity they would be met by the legal apo
thegm that * he who seeks equity must do 
equity.’ and they would not be allowed to 
dispossess the tenant unless they had given 
him satisfaction for the expenditure he had 
incurred.”

Irish landlords, however, being able to en
force their rights in the forum of the com
mon law, this equity in respect of tenants’ 
improvements is not acknowledged by a le
gal system that guards the freehold from all 
interests save those created by grant or 
contract. It will be observed, however, 
that a slight extension of the equitable doc
trines of salvage and lien would, in many 
instances, protect these rights, and if such a 
man as Lord Mansfield—that great civilizer 
of the common law—had sat on the Irish 
Bench in the last century, he probably would 
have discovered the means of shielding the 
the Irish tenant from spoliation. But, in the 
first place, as Mr. Maine points out, it is 
extremely difficult for judicial tribunals to 
effect important changes in law when it 
has once become mature and organic ; 
and, in the second, until this generation,

the Judges of Ireland, brought up in 
atmosphere of unjust ascendency, were 
likely to be keen in an effort to mainl 
the interests of the Catholic peasant, 
it not be supposed, however that, in 
day, Irish Judges have not recorded 
protest against the iniquity of the law, 
a celebrated cause, heard in 1858, in whii 
a clergyman who had expended a large si 
in imorovements on land, on the faith of 
promised lease, endeavoured, though techi 
cally a yearly tenant, to enforce this eqail 
against his landlord—not,as in the case pi 
by Lord Westbury, to employ it merely as 
counter claim—the late Master of the Roll 
in Ireland, one of the most upright and oui 
spoken of men, though compelled Jo rejci 
the petitioner’s suit, condemned the lai 
in unqualified language. His Honour ol 
served :—
> “ I have no hesitation in stating that 
though in point of law, on the authorities 
have referred to, and particularly the ci 
of 1 Pulling v. Armitage.’ the petitioner'i 
suit could not be sustained, yet nothin! 
can be more repugnant to natural justii 
than that a landlord should look on at 
great expenditure carried on by a tenant 
from year to year without warning the ten
ant of his intention to turn him out of pos
session. The defendant’s offer to allow Dr, 
O’Fay to remove the buildings was a mock
ery. I have no jurisdiction to administer! 
equity in the natural sense of that term, o 
I should have no difficulty whatever in mak
ing a decree against the defendant. I am 
bound to administer an artificial system, es
tablished by the decisions of eminent Judges 
such as Lord Eldon and Sir William Grant, 
and, being so bound, I regret much that 1 
must administer injustice in this case, and 
dismiss the petition.

The agrarian spirit prevails in Westmeath 
and has prevailed for years in extreme in
tensity. Within a period of comparatively 
recent many outrages of this kind have occur
red, and, as usual, they remain undiscover
ed. From the summit of one of the low 
hills that mark the boundary of this county 
and Meath, one of the most experienced 
lawyers in Ireland pointed out to me the 
actual spets of 14 of these crimes which 
have escaped the avenging hand of justice. 
Within the last few months two agrarian 
murders of an atrocious character have 
been committed; but there is nothing very 
peculiar in them, save that, as usual, they 
show traces of system, and were done under 
more or less provocation. The first was 
that of Mr. Fotherston, and some of the 
facts are in dispute, though I have endea
voured, if possible, to reconcile thorn. Mr.
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Jotherston, it is said, was rather a hard man,
|nd in 1868 resolved to raise the rents of a 
noorland which, I have been informed, had 

Jeen reclaimed by the adjoining tenants, 
and on which some had made improvements.
They reiused to pay the increased rents ; and 
jotices to quit having been threatened, the 
llfated gentleman was foully murdered. In 
he second case, a Mr. Anketell, a station- 

ster on the Mid land Rail way, was assasaina- 
J because, having made himself unpopular 

by the dismissal of servants, he afterwards 
Entered on a small piece of land,from which, 

i hear, he advised that the occupier should 
i removed. Such is the state of this fine 

kountry ; and, from testimony which I can 
fely on, I have reason to believe that the 
Riband Society is more or less organized in 
Westmeath at this moment. The immediate 
auses of this prevalence of crime, I cannot 

doubt, are that agrarianism has been unpun
ished for years in this district, and that it 
was called into being, and has been kept 
alive, by the “clearances" of estates, and 
by the extension of the system of large

r
farms. It may, however, be not unworthy 
of notice that Westmeath, like Tipperary, 
was for several centuries the scene of/ civil
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war aud dissensions of race ; nor is it im
probable that the habits of lawlessness and 
moral disorder then formed have/urvived 
down to the present age. One circumstance 
must be borne in mind by a candid student 
of the Irish Land Question. Westmeath, 
especially on its eastern border, is one of 
the paris of Ireland which contains a very 
large admixture of English blood, yet it has 
always been a seat of agrarian outrage. 
This—and I shall recur to this point—is an 
awkward fact for those who ascribe agraii- 
anism to the inherent savageness and ruth
lessness of the aboriginal race.

No.

I drove on a

XIII.
Trim, Sept. 17. 

considerable circuit from
Mullingar to this little town, as I particular
ly wished to examine the country. The 
route followed a series of uplands, for the 
most part of thin and cold soil, inhabited by 
a poor peasantry, until I reached the high 
watershed that separates the affluents of 
the Boyne and the Shannon ; whence, lead 
ing on the left the hills that form the bound
ary between Meath and Cavan, I descended 
into what has been called with propriety 
the Leicestershire of Ireland. As you make 
your way into the lowlands, the superb 
pastures of Meath appear, you pass through

a succession of breadths of verdure ranged 
over by magnificent kine, and yon see a few 
spots only of inferior land, to which a race 
of petty occupiers cling, almost lost in the 
rich expanses around. The fine grass lands 
increase, and the poor tracts diminish, after 
leaving the small county town of Alhboy; 
and the whole scene is of this character 
until, overtopped by surrounding masses of 
ruins, the straggling roofs of Trim are 
seen along the gentle slopes of the Boyne.
Trim, once an important fortress of the 
Pale, fhe scene of more than one of its rude 
Parliaments, and a point of vantage against 
the Celtic tribes when, front their distant 
morasses and hills, they poured down on 
the adjoining plain, is still the capital of 
the county of Meath ; brt it is little more 
than a declining village, "nd it has a dreary 
and decaying aspect. Like most of the 
(owns not far from Dublin, it has not impro
ved during several years ; and its ill-built 
houses and slovenly streets are without a 
single attractive feature. The immediate 
vicinity of the place, however, abounds in 
objects of no common interest. From the 
opposite bank of the Boyne, close by, rise 
the towers of a mighty Norman strong hold, 
said to have been built by Hugh 'de Lacy, 
the powerful Lieutenant of Henry II., who, 
in the words of the old chroniclêr,—

“ A Trym ferma une meisun,
“ E fosse jeta envirun

and the wide sweep of the moat and outer 
walls is almost uninjured, save at the points 
where they have been destroyed by the bat
teries of Cromwell, that omnipresent Thala- 
ba of Irish tradition. Lower down, resting 
on soft grassy lawns, the ruins of ancient * " 
religious houses throw their ^shadows over 
the tranquil stream ; and near them a single 
majestic shaft of exquisite beauty springs 
fronnhe platu, and overlooking whatever ,r£ / „
of grand or mean man has créated around, / /
commands like a beacon the landscape lor^1'/ 
miles, a fitting image of that imperial *
Church which far and wide spreads its pot
ent influence over i his Catholic land aud 
Catholic people. Here, as elsewhere,'! was 
happy to observe that the care of ministers 
alien to them had repaired and protected 
these noble ruins ; in this act of reverence 
may we not hope to see a sign of the miti
gation of the feuds which for centuries have 
distracted this island, and an omen of re
conciliation and peace.

There is a remarkable sameness of char- g
acterin the scenery of the county ofMeath. 
its two chief rivers, the Bryne and Blacky 
water, Ho# through broad valleys of mar
vellous plenty ; the eye dwells with delight*

V



THE LAND QUESTION66 v'i' Le
on verdant solitudes, the domain of almost 
unrivalled herds, on a succession of noble 
country seats in the midst ot fine parks and 
wooded enclosures, on the remains of old 
castles of the Pale, intermingled with rustic 
homes and farmsteads, on a landscape dis
closing, in rich variety ,long settled wealth, 
and the bounty of nature. Beyond, the 
country is a series of plains, in places rising 
into gentle eminences, and here and there 
intersected by low hills, until it touches the 
holders oi Cavan and Louth ; and this vast 
tract, too, abounds in fruitfulness, and in 
evidences of successful culture and opu
lence. From the lofty mound of the hill of 
Tara you behold a panorama of rural splen 
dour, huge spaces of grass land, green lines 
of wood, and heauti'ul demesnes spread all 
around ; and the fair scene extends to the far 
horizon. As you travel through the country, 
however, you come upon districts of poor 
light land, in some places of considerable 
extent; and here you meet again, and, that 
too. in an unprosperous and backward state, 
the small tillage holdings and farms r.f the 
native peasantry. Along the edges, too, of 
the great tracts of pasturage you find com
munities of this description, and they ap
peared to me, in almost every instance, to 
exhibit signs of very great poverty. Meath, 
therefore, may be described generally as an" 
immense grazing region of admirable fertil
ity, with intervals of sterile land between ; 
the first engrossed by wealthy occupiers, the 
last abandoned to a poor, struggling race ; 
and thus, like Westmeath, except that its 
fine land is in much greater proportion, it 
presents remarkable contrasts of husband
ry, and social diversities not less remark, 
able,

It might have been supposed that a coun
ty like this, especially since the great rise 
in the price of cattle of late t ears, would 
have been in the highest degree progressive. 
Yet it may be affirmed that though Meath. 
like every other part of Ireland, has'advan- 

. j. ced since the social revolution of 1846, the 
■vitAw- advance has been less than we might have 

expected. Statistics are often unsafe guides; 
but the admirable Government returns of 
Ireland appear to show that Meath has im
proved more slowly during the last two de
cade, than any of the adjoining counties 

/ . with which it m y be fitly compared. The
«--/^live stock of Meath, its staple product, has 

increased in value since 1841 at the rate of 
/ about 61) per cent. ; the value of the live 

stock of Louth and Kildare has increased 
in about Œq same proportion ; but there 
has been an increase of more than 60 per 
cent, in the value of the live stock of 
Wicklow. In this there is, perhaps, nothing

lUdlt+v-

remarkable, but w.ten wé add that between 
1855 and 1868 the agricultural area of 
Meath has diminished at the rate of not 
less than 17 per cent., whereas that of Louth 
and Kildare has contracted at the rate ot 
6 per cent, o ily, and that of Wicklow hai 
hardly diminished at all, this difference 
certainly is significant. It should be observ
ed, too, that this slowness of ptogress in- 
the case of Meath coincides with an ex-

v

traordiuary decrease of population ; an2 | 
That, except in the instance of Louth, the I
more rapid prosperity of the other coun
ties has concurred with a much smaller
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of Meath having been reduced, since 1831, 
at the rate of 82 per cent., that of Kil-1 
dare little more than one-third, : and that 
of Wicklow about one-half. Curiously 
enough, moreover, the average size of I 
farms in Meath is very much larger than 
in ary of the other counties, and in Meath 
the consolidation of holdings has been re
markable of late years. These facts do 
not warrant any wide conclusions ; but 
they certainly are suggestive and interest 
ing ; and may possibly indicate that the 
point has been passed at which, painful as 
it is to write it. a reduction of the redun-' 

opulation waj an essential condition^
of progfëssTn Ireland.'

The social economy of this county is in 
the highest degree interesting, and deserves 
careful and minute attention. There being 
comparatively little tillage, and the grass 
lands, unlike those of the Golden Vale, 
being rather feeding than dairy grounds, the 
demand for agricultural labour is small, 
and the agricultural labourers as a class 
seemed to me to be poorer here than else
where. They were often ill-clad, a.d evi
dently ill fed ; they had sometimes a pov
erty stricken look ; I do not think I can 
put their wages at a higher rate than from 
5s. to 9s. a week, and even at that rate 
wages are not constant ; the contrast was
painful between their condition and the evi
dences of the prosperity around. The rent 
of land in the time of Arthur Young varied 
from about 40s. for the best soils to about 
6s. or 7s. for the worst the Irish acre ; at 
the period of the Devon Commission it had
risen to from £3 10s. to lus. ; it is now
probably from £4, to 16s. I do not think 
the rent of the pastures high consideiing 
their extraordinary excellence—though 
coarser in herbage lhan those of Tippe
rary, they are more productive, and “hold 
the grass’’ better—and remembering the 
proximity of first-rate markets ; but here 
as elsewhere the poor tillage lands appear
ed to me in some places high-rented.
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Farms in Meath vary greatly in extent, 
from immense grazing tracts of 2,U00 
and 3,000 acres to small patches of 
three or four ; and the class of 
what in Ireland are fair-sized farms, those 
from 20 to 5Q acres, are, i) would appear, 
compWTiSTvely uncommon The large farm
ers, speaking generally, are wealthy ; in
deed, not a few considerable fortunes from 
£30,000 to £150,000 have been made in 
grazing within this century, but the small | 
farmers are evidently badly off, anil iii many 
instances had the look of poverty. 1 heir 
dwellings were in many places wretched, 
nmd cabins often without a chimney ; tfîëy 
complained exceedingly of the want of fuel, 
the turf bocs being exhausted or distant : 
their dress ana iippearance yWere squalid 
and mean ; and, collected ag they were on 
the barren spots that occasionally divided 
the expanses of pasture, they reminded me 
of a declining race, yielding gradually to a 
new order of things.

The landed system of Meajh has some 
features that distinguish it broadly from the 
landed system of any of the other counties I 
have seen. As early as the close of the 
12th century this magnificent region was 
parcelled out among Norman barons of the 
Pale ; and though the wave of revolution 
and civil war has passed over Meath like 
the rest of Ireland, a considerable number 
of families in this county are descended 
from the first conquering settlers. A large 
proportion of these still adhere to the 
Church and the faith of their forefathers, 
and perhaps aneùjhth of the soil of Meath 
is in the ownership, n't this time," of Homan

is still a byword of reverence in the country, 
met the eye in an antique miniature. A,, 
striking image of the penal code, from 
which lord and dependents alike suffered, 
was seen in a succession of portraits, in 
which plumed courtiers and dames, all 
jewels, gave way to obscure squires and their 
unknown helpmates. Ulose Py the towers 
of a stately pile, over the porch of which a 
legend records that its first atone was laid 
in the reign of Henry II., is the chapel, 
where the heads of the family and their de
pendents during many generations have 
joined together in common woiship. At a 
short distance is the consecrated ground, 
wjt£re, amid ruins made by Puritan guns. 
they mingle in death their dust together
All the country side tells the same tale ol
the goodness and virtues of the race : how 
they nave never disturbed a tenant, or 
thought of unfairly raising rent ; how gentle 
are their charities to the poor ; how well it 
is for those under their protection. “ And: 
yet why not? ’ was the remark to me of a 
peasant, eloquent in his simplicity ; “ they 
have been here these TOO------  --J *’

tour readers in Ireland will

made particular inquiry as to the effects of 
this coincidence, so uncommon in Ireland— 
the relation ot landlord and tenant adorned 
by long association and religious sympathy ; 
and, as might have been expected, these 
estates are usually centres of order and 
content, though, as f shall notice hereafter, 
Tïïë elements of disturbance abound in 
Meath. Not that many of the Protestant 
landlords of the couniy are not quite as 
liberal to their dependents, as kind-hearted, 
as generous, as humane, as the representa
tives of Ihese Catholic houses ; but the 
great link of community of faith, continuing 
through centuries, being absent, they are 
not equally identified with the people, and 
not equally beloved by them. I visited the 
abode of one of these ancient families, and 
was forcibly reminded how all that I saw 
was in harmony with traditions and senti
ments that appeal to the hearts of the Irish 
peasantry. The sad features of one of the 
House, a martyred archbishop whose name

easily recognize to whom this brief descrip- j 
tion applies. But it may not be so rwell 7. . ,
known in England that the old Anglo-Nor- 
man house oÇJüflgyl.is not more remarkable J 
for social worth than for discharging nobly 
the duties of property.

In instances like these, too uncommon in 
Ireland, you see aristocracy in its fairest 
type, the crown of contented social life, 
and you perceive at once its beneficent 
influence. But, though the circumstances 
of several estates in Meath are of this happy 
character, the landed system of the county, 
as a whole, presents some painful, though 
instructive, features. A considerable and 
increasing number of landlords keep large 
tracts of pasture in their own hands, and 
farm them on their own account ; the whole ^ 
of the remaining good grass-lands is in the n 
possession of substantial farmers ; and, as 11 
have said, ti e poor peasantry are relegateij/fr. 
to the interior soils. The result is the most ,
marked contrast between agricultural wealth 
and poverty that I have met, as yet, in any Z » 
part of Ireland, and a corresponding divi- ‘ 
sion in the ranks of society. The rich 
^SBtlêHUûi and rich farfflêrü in this county 
are, speaking generally, exceedingly rich :
the peasantry and agricultural laborers are. 
as I have noticed, exceedingly poor ; and 
the line of separation between these classes 
is marked bv harsh and grievous distinc-
tionsT To this circumstance, and, also, 

| because evictions during the last 20 years
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have been very frequent fnfMeath, is,' I am 
convinced, to be mainly ascribed the pecu
liar spirit of discontent which is too preva
lent in this county. The poorer classes, 
forced off from the soil by the operation ol 
influences they cannot comprehend, and 
often pinched by distress and want, feel 
angry and jealous of the rich ; and there is 
a great deal of dissatisfaction in Meath, 
though not a few of the landlords are loved 
by the people with, peculiar regard, th ugh 
tranquillity reigns upon their estates, and 
though the country gentlemen of Meath, as 
a class, are above the average of Irish land
lords, and, if somewhat exact and money
making, are usually highly cultivated and 
refined. The consequence of this state of 
things is that deeds of lawlessness and out
rages have been too common in this county. 
More than one attempt at assassination has 
been made, and I was shown a whole mass 
of threatening letters which, not only, as 
usually is the case, had reference to the 
taking of land, but related to the dismissal 
of farm servants and to the reduction of the 
rate of wages. The spirit that animates 
these misdeads, though essentially of an 
agrarian kind, is, nevertheless, not purely 
agrarian ; it is not equally sustained by a 
principle ; it is not so systematic in its ob
jects ; it is more akin to hatred of property 
and dislike of existing social arrangements. 
In a word, it resembles in some degree the 
passions which, as we know, agitated the 
country people in some parts of England, 
when, as in Meath in this generation, the 
peasantry in the 16th century were gradually 
driven to the poor tillage lands, and graziers 
settled on the rich pastures. It is deserving 
of notice that this peetdiar and dangerous 
development of agrarianism has displayed 
itself in a part of Ireland that, having been 
in the heart of the Pale, is inhabited by an 
Anglicized race, and is throughout pene
trated by English elements.

The state_ of society we see in Meath in
duces me to make two short reflections. In 

the first place. I would ask M r. Mill, or any 
other advocate of “hxlty of tenure’’ at a 

'tate, liow he would7 0 t/ rent to be settled by The 
HtAf«t/— apply his system to the case of the magnifi-

' cent grazing tracts of this county. These 
^ lands, when farmed, "are almost all held in 

very large farms by capitalist graziers ; and
either the landlords make the improvements, 
or no improvements are required on these 
splendid pastures. How is the Legislature 
to interfere in these instances between con
tractors who stand on perfectly equal terms,
to deprive the landlord of that property 
which, not augmented by the industry of

others, is in a real and natural sense his I 
own, and to transmute his land into a mere 
rentcharge ? Is it not evident that this 
would be a mere wild removal of the land
marks of right, a simple perversion of com- 
mon justice? But if all instances of this 
class in Ireland, and of other classes tCfealo- 
gous to it, are to be excepted from the p-o- 
posed reform, of what value is" “ fixity of | 
tenure” as a panacea of universal applica- 
tion, or even as a practical question ? Are 
we to divide Ireland into a land of Egypt 
under the dark influence of theCommon Law, 
and into a land of Goshen, rejoicing in the 
divine light of the new philosophy ? I might 
enlarge upon this point, but this is hardly 
the place to discuss it, nor do I think it a 
very profitable topic. In the second place,
I would briefly remark that the example of 
England ought to warn us how idle it would 
be to interfere directly with the o d“r of 
things which at this moment we see being
accomplished at Meath, the extension of the 
area of pasturage. The same change ex■..........................--W

actly occurred in England on the dissolution 
of the" feudal system, and Tudor legislation
in vain endeavoured to baffle the irresistible 
energies of commerce, to keep the small 
tenants in their holdings, to exclude 11 the 
covetous graziers,” who tried to supplant 
them. It, too, had its schemes of “fixity 
of tenure,” described graphically by Mr. 
Froune, of limiting the extent of farms, of 
regulating harshly dealings in land ; yet we 
know tl\at they provefl utterly trim.lesa, and 

id nqt stay the inevitable revolution/ But

have hisjiatural rights assured, not stand in 
the way of the march of society.

The peasantry of Meath, in my judgment, 
have less claims in respect of improvements 
than those of any of the counties I have 
visited. Whatever they may have done for 
the land years ago has, in most places, been 
wholly effaced ; the Legislature must con
sider their equity gone wherever they have 
been detached from the soil ; and, in truth, 
they usually appeared to me as if they felt 
that they could not maintain their gi ound, 
and that attempts to improve would be 
worse than useless. Nevertheless, even in 
this county, I do not doubt that a minute 
scrutiny by a judicial tribunal upon the spot 
would show that the peasantry in some dis-

though ibis Is true, and no legislative device 
coulcf gain for the poor peasant of Meath a 
footing upon the fertile tracts once occupied, 
perhaps, by his forefathers, and from which 
he is now disappearing, that is no reason 
why the law of tenure, the conditions under 
which he holds his farmstead, are to render 
him_ liable to injustice. He is entitled to
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The practice of celling the goodwill 
farms, though not common in this county, 
prevails in spots along its northern border, 
where it comes within the influence of iTIs- 
ter. I shall discuss this subject at some 
length when I shall consider the tenant- 
right of the North ; but I will venture here 
on one or two remarks. If we were to sit 
down to construct a landed system, on a 
tabula rasa bv economic principles, this 
usuage must be pronounced vicious ; it 
could only grow up in a country in which 
land is the sole or principal fund for invest
ment, and in which tenures are usually pre
carious. It is obvious that if small capitals 
could find easily profitable outlets in Ireland 
Irish tenants would cot habitually sink 
enormous sums in purchases which, as a 
general rule, yield hardly any interest ; nor 
would they do this if, without tbeir outlay, 
they could rely on a long continuous poss
ession. The money invested in buying
goodwill is virtually a premium paid by the 
tenant ior the security which it usually as
sures; it is a deposit to obtain a warranty 
of title which landlords, with few exceptions 
respect ; and, though the practice is objec
tionable in the abstract, it works, in my 
judgment, well on the whole, in the actual 
state of the Irish land system, as it has a 
tendency to quiet possession. At all events, 
however that may be, the practice exists, 
and has grown into custom, over an area of 
not inconsiderable extent, even in the mid
land counties of Ireland ; and, since this is 
so, it is high time for Parliament to examine 
the real nature of the relations constituted 
in this way, and of the legitimate rights that 
flow from them. At this moment an Irish 
tenant who, on estates where the usuage ex
ists, gives, perhans. £20 an acre for gojd- 
will, acquires nothing in point of law, eiP 
cept the interest of the | seller, a mere ten
ancy at will in ninetv-nine rasps oîit of~
hundred, though the landlord must, on the 
hypothesis, acquiesce, and though he us
ually encourages the purchase, as be ob
tains through it payment ot arrears, and a

cipled men wm turn law against the unpro
tected custom, and extinguish the rights 
that have thus been created. A most com 
petent authority, Judge Longfield, in eviy 
dence he gave before a Parliamentary Com-Vt***éjp 
mittee, has declared that such wrongs are 0 |
notvej-yrareon the part of purchasers in 
fl^Tanded Instates Court, and 1 have myself ■»> • X 
heard of several examples. Js it not evi- \]
dent that the Legislature must put an end to 
this * conflict between law and fact, must 
make the usage law-worthy, must recognize 
the truth that the
under certain conditions, anil with the 
landlord's concurrence, gives an interest 
which must have a legal status : ana 
that estates subject for years to this custom^JJty^!^* 
must to some extent be assimilated to man
ors, in which the copyholder has the land, 
and the lord a rentebarge. This would be 
merely sanctioning custom, compelling the 
bad by law to do what the good landlord 
does from respect for usage.
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fact, however, the purchasing

[Ty arise in which needy or unprih-

In point ot
tenant con

siders justly that he has bought a real though 
indefinite estate in the land, equivalent ih 
some degree to his outlay ; and usage sanc
tions the supposition, for few landlords 
would think of violating the tenant-right 
that had thus been paid for, and in these in- 
stances fixity of tenure, as a rule, is estah-1 hill and valley picturesquely combined, with 

j i "contract. .[Nevertheless, cases oc-1 ° -------*'-------------— ■4:~‘------ —1

The railway ftom Dublin to this place 
runs along a succession of beautiful low
lands, qovered with the encroaching suburbs 
of the capital, or thickly studded with V 
country seats along the slopes of over hang -^zv» 
in g mount lins. This is the character ot 
the landscape until you reach the gay town 
of Bray ; ajid you look with delight on the 
conTast between the brown heather-crowned 
hills and the exquisite scenes of civilization 
and wealth that expand as you travel along 
the valley beneath. Even in this choice and 
highly-cultivated tract you see the remark
able varieties of husbandry and occupation . .
I have alluded to before. The rich low 
lands are laid out in some places in magnifi-/ , / 
cent farms, held evidently by gentlemen' or **'<^y<* 
capitalist tenants ; the mountain sides are — 
still largely occupied by the settlements of a X 
poor peasantry, whose assidupus industry has 
gradually enclosed and reclaimed thousands y 
pf acres from barrenness! From Bray thê/^W^" 
train runs along a line cut for some miles 
out of the base of cliffs that trend Ji'ecipiv 
tously into the sea, or crosses the wastes of 
a sandy shore, and the lovely scenery of the 
interior of Wicklow—the Switzerland of 
Ireland as it has been called—is shut out 
from the sight by intervening mountains.
After leaving the quaint old town of Wick
low, you proceed inland into a country of

a lofty range in the near distance, and 
you again meet farms of all sizes and

kV, t VJ
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kinds, and fair mansions with noble parks, 
/*/_>hamlets, occasionally, of mud cabins. As 
t"**cyl‘*‘**you advance you go through an .enchanting 

region of lowlands, flowing with gentle
streams, that divide terraces of wooded emi
nences, and eye and mind feel the subtle 
rharm sacred to the muse of Moore, the 
long and delicious vista of the ^ale of 
' voca, At Arklow the sea is again seen/J 6 breaking in foaming rollers on that dange-

! rous coast ; and thence the line turns inland
again, and follows a tract of table-land, here 
and there dotted with country seats, and 
edged hy masses of bold hills, but without 
features of peculiar interest. At last you 

I ifpL. reach the green fertile flats that on either
Vjr side mark the course of the .Slaney ; and

fMÛLUXy ere long the gray slated rools of Ennis- 
\ l corthy are seen hanging on the brow of a 

slope that stretches down to th i verge of 
the river. High above rises the square 
tower of one of the best of Pugin's crea
tions, a Catholic Cathedral of majestic pro
portions; while below, commanding the 

, . '/course of the stream, spreads a massive
keep of the 12th century, still, alter the 
lapse of centuries, habitable. These are/ lapse
the most striking features of the place ; but 
it possesses some other interesting buildings 
—a Protestant Church not without symme
try, and a lunatic asylum admirably de
signed and arranged. Ireland contains a 

r 1 * > considerably larger proportion of the un
happy inmales of these institutions than the 
Other diviypm of these kingdoms.

: As mdoabit is, I have visited they country
V around' Enuiacorihy tor several miles, and I

have been, on the whole, much pleased with 
it It is for the most part an upland tract, 
swelling here and there in gentle hills, and 
at points closed in by ranges of mountains, 
and it is fairly divided into pasturage and 
tillage. .The land is usually rather thin and 
light, except in the fertile valley of the 
Slaney, where it forms admirable meadows 
and pastures, and along the grassy and ver
dant banks of the different affluents of that" 

J J river. In the neighbourhood there are some 
fine seats, Oastleboro especially, that of 

CdAJMT Lord Carew. feing a rare specimen of good 
taste «and splendour; and the farms are of 
all classes and sizes, the farmsteads being 
not seldom excellent but occasionally of an 
inferior character. I do not, however, at 
present intend to describe this neighbour
hood at any length, for it resembles gener
ally that of Wexford, and in my next letter 
I hope to give a tolerably exact and full ac
count of the social organization of the entire 

^ _ ’y. county. My object in this letter is to show
“t^**>*A what liberal dealing, security of tenure, and 
y dl ' conforming the usages'of the country have
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effected in and about this place, in the case I 
of a tract of considerable extent, under cir [ 
cumstances not, in some respects, favourable 
to the welfare of landed property. Ennis 
corthy is a thriving little town ; it has the 
look of prosperous industry ; it abounds in
substantial slated houses ; its inhabitants |
are remarkably orderly and contented , and 
if it has some rows of ugly mud cabins, it is 
because these spots have not yet felt the 
good influence to which it owes so mucl). 
A tract on either side of the place strikes 
the eye at once as singularly civilzed, as 
presenting markedly the signs of comfort, of 
good cultivation, of rural wealth, as being 
distinguished from the tracts around by the 
excellence of the homesteads, the neatness 
of the fields, and the evidences of successful 
husbandry. This tract and Enniscoi thy 
itself belong to the Earl of Portsmouth, 
and have been for a long time io his family; 
and the general opinion of all classes, men 
in business, bankers, marchants, and farm
ers, is that the prosperity existing around is 
caused almost wholly by the peculiar manner 
in which the estate nas been managed and 
administered during a considerable period. 
This concurrence of judgments, sc uncom
mon in Ireland, l^d me to examine with 
some care the circumstances relating to the 
property. I have fortunately been able to 
obtain information of the best kind from a 
trustworthy source ; and the whole case cer 
tainly deserves attention from any impartial 
student of the Irish land question who can 
apply a candid judgment to facts, unbiassed 
by dominant theory.

Some fifty years airo the Portsmouth estate 
was worth about 5,0001. n year, and differed 
but slightly from many estates in Ireland at 
the same period. A considerable portion had 
been let to middlemen at low ranis under 
old leases ; and from the stimulus of war 
prices and of that multiplier of mankind, 
the potato, a dente population of small 
tenants ha I accumulated under these njjgl 

Another part of the estate was
and

was i

,/jâ

owners. Another part of the 
held under modern leases, at full tents, 
the residue, probably a third of the whole, 
was in the hands of ordinary tenanls-at-will. 
The late Lord Portsmouth having become 
insane the control and management of the 
estate devolved upon the Court of Chancery, 
in most instances, to a proverb, an unfor- 
tunate trustee of landed property. The 
Receiver, however, who was appointed was 
a man of no common worth and ability, 
and, under the system established by him, 
the march of improvement began rapidly. 
Perceiving justly that so long as an inter
mediate owner, intervened the proprietor 
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f WAND,
tition of interests had a tendency to mischief 
of many kinds, he applied tumsell by every 
means in his power to disencumbering the 
lands of middlemen and whenever a lease 
of this class fell in he selected the most 
solvent occupiers, and converted them into 
immediate tenants, having previously en
couraged them to build and improve. In 
this way he gradually diminished tho ^uujjLL 
beLfij_Jt£JiHSj? injurious to the estate, and 
pfantecnipmit a race of men fitted to be
come a prosperous tenantry. The peculiar 
results of his management, however, are 
seen in another direction. A native of 
Ulster, he encouraged the practice of the 
sale of the gopdwill of farms, then just be
ginning to grow up around, and lie introduc
ed the system of tenant-right, and allowed 
it to flourish without rest! iction. Increasing 
sums were paid on the transfer of tenancies. 
as the practice became matured into usage 
and, notwithstanding what some persons 
would call this pernicious waste of capital, 
the consequences of the security obtained 
were seen in a steadily-growing rental and 
in prosperity advancing unchecked. The 
licence was extended equally to leaseholds 
and to tenancies-at-will ; and it had become 
well-nigh a settled custom before the estate 
left the hands of the Court of Chancery. 
The present liberal and enlightened pro
prietor has continued a system which ex
perience has proved to be of decided ad
vantage ; and he has got__rid, I believe, of 

( every .middleman, and sanctions tenant-right 
to the fullest extent, wifh this peculiarity, 
that he increases the security thus acquired 
by his own act, for he gives leases freely and 
judiciously. The results arc visible on the 
face of the country in social progress and 
general content ; the cause is, as it were, 
expressed in the appearance of the mud 
cabins referred to, which mark the spot 
where a lingering middleman has, I under
stand, until a lew months ago excluded the 
influence of the chief lord. Nor is the 
benefit to tho owner less remarkable, for 
the rental of the Portsmouth estate has 
more than doubled within hull a century.
As 1 walked over the lands 1 was forcibly
reminded of that noble chapter in which 
Butler exemplifies, in an ideal community, 
the tendencies of right to create prosperity. 
What makes the sight all tho more striking 

‘£r is that Vinegar-hill, the well-known scene 
of a murderous conflict in 1798, overlooks 
this scene of wealth and tranquility. No 
accusing monuments rise from the turf 
where the victims of that fell slaughter 
rest ; the ghastly fantboms of revenge and 
passion have been exercised by the magic 
spell of justice. y

7JJF IRELAND.^ - /• , *U\
xZuàeUJ ôiy Ct, j

As in the instance of the Eingal estate we rt. ^
saw the influence ot aristocracy in its most __
gracious form upon social life, so in the in- » >- '6 I 
stance of the Portsmouth estate we see the |
effects of security and justice. And what 
makes this tjje more remarkable is that this ' 
triumph has been achieved, notwithstanding 
certain unfavourable circumstances, for the 
Court of Chancery is seldom a beneficent 
manager, and, though the present Lord 
Portsmouth has for some time paid an an- 
,nûal visit to his Irish estates, where he 
meets tho reception he deserves, the family 
have been for centuries absentees, and have 
done little personally in the way of improve
ment. Here, then, we behold a more strik- . 
lug example of the consequences of seqqpjy 1
of tenure in promoting social happiness and f
wealth, and that, too, obtained to a great 
extent through severe mulcts on the capital
of the tenants, for the sums paid in 
chase of goodwill must be viewed abi 
ly in that light. But, besides

the pur- . 
«tracted-

thaf leases 
have been judiciously granted, these sums 
have really been the price paid for confirm
ing thoroughly the tenant’s interest.~and for 
enabling him to deal with his land with 
confidence ; they have been the cost of es
tablishing a custom which, in the unsettled 
condition of Irish ‘tenures, has tt’e grand 
result oi quieting possession. In this in
stance fixity of tenure has been assured for 
a long time by the mutual consent of all 
parties interested ; and it is very noticeable 
that this has led, not only to the wellbeing Â 
of the tenants, but to an extraordinary rise 
in the rental. It is all very wM! for persons 
reasoning on the mere principles of econo
mic science, without bearing in mind its 
postulates, to prove that this tenant-right is 
a mischief, and that the outlay made for 
goodwill is in the nature of a second rent, 
and is » deduction from the just claims of 
the landlord. In the abstract they a:e un
questionably right ; but they forget that 
their doctrines assume that the tenants enjoys 
as mu"h security without tenant-right as he 
enioys with it, and that in the existing cir
cumstances of Ireland, this assumption is 
wholly without warrant. Pure economic 
reasoning, therefore, which postulates, for 
the applicability of its rules, a state of 
society in which titles and rights under them 
are well assured, does not apply, in number
less instances, to the condition of things we 
find in Ireland, and the facts relating to the 
Portsmouth estate are a conspicuous illus
tration of this truth. Economically, the 
tenantry on this estate, having paid large 
prices for the purchase of goodwill, in many 
cases, ought to have been compared with 
the tenantry on other estates, on which the
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practice is not allowed, in a poor or a not 
progressive state ; and, above all, the rental 
ought to have been reduced bv at least the 
interest upon the capital sunk in giving 
these irregular premiums. The contrary, 
however, is notoriously the fact ; not only 
are the industry and prosperity of the ten
antry in the highest degree evident, but the 
rental of the estate has increased at a rate 
unparalleled, I believe, in the neighbour
hood. Does this prove that we ought to 
shut up our books upon political economy, 
or I hat tenant-right must, in the nature of 
things, be a panacea for the ills of Ireland ? 
Not at all ; it simply proves that the.rules 
of political economy are truths only under 
certain well understood conditions, assumed 
in all instances by the science ; and that, 
in a certain state of society, tenant-right, 
especially if depending on consent, may, on 
tjie whole, have beneficial results.

The prosperity of the Portsmouth estate 
is mainly the consequence of the security 
obtained by the occasion of leases, and 
through tenant-right matured into custom. 
Yet it is melancholy to reflect that fitte law 
of the land refuses absolutely to notice this 
custom, and that its continuance depends 
altogether on the sense of honour of the 
lord of the soil. It is not long ago that a 
judge declined to allow the value of the 
tenant-right of some houses in Enniscorthy 
to enter as an element in calculating the 
interest of the occupier in them ; but though 
the jury obstinately insisted on disregarding 
his Lordship’s ruling, he was undoubtedly 
justified in point of law. This fair creation 
of prosperity, therefore, in a great measure 
rests upon the will and pleasure of a single 
man ; and though during the life of Lord 
Portsmouth this, morally, is a solid basis, it 
is, in the nature of things, perishable. It is 
true, indeed, that Lord Portsmouth has add
ed protection to the custom by granting a 
very large number of leases, and that the 
purchasers of the interests have thus a se
curity for their tenures better than reliance 
on a single existence. But, in the first 
place, from what I have heard, the sums ex
pended on the Portsmouth estate for tenant- 
right in some instances would not be return
ed to those who gave them within the 
period during which they hold, even in the 
case of considerable terms, unless the cus
tom were to continue ; and this certainly 
would not occur in the case of terms of 
brief duration or of the few existing tenan- 
cies-at-will. Assuming, therefore, that 

' Lord Portsmouth’s successor should disre
gard the established usage on the faith of 
which these outlays have been made, a cer
tain number of his tenantry would unques

tionably be exposed to loss, and they weuld 
appeal in vhin to the law as it stands.- If 
the successor, moreover, as would be his 
right, were rudely to violate the now recog
nized custom, and to squeeze out as he could 
do, by degrees,.the interests that had arisen 
under it, it is obvious that he would not 
only be doing that which particularly would 
be unjust, but that he would be striking a 
bloat at real rights of property that would 
check and blight the welfare of the estate. 
Ought not law, therefore, to throw its sanc
tion over the usage which has silently grown 
up, and been adjusted by mutual consent, 
and to protect the tenant-right that now 
exists, to the extent at least of shielding 
from loss those who have invested money 
on the faith of it, or who feel they have a 
saleable interest? And it such a measure 
were for a time to restrict the absolute do
minion of the landlord, and to give his 
tenants a new status, would it, after all, be 
doing more than providing, in the interests 
of justice, for the continuance in a state of 
things that euists, and for making that legal 
which is maintained by usage ? And would 
not any any honorable mind prefer to a ter
ritorial phanthom that rights, created with 
his assent, should be placed under the cegis 
of law : and would not the suspension of 
the shadowy spvereignty be more than com
pensated by the increase of property and of 
substantial benefit to the proprietor that, 
from analogy, would be the certain conse
quence ? -—-

Lord Portsmouth, in an .admirable letter 
to The 'dimes, has explained what has been, 
from his own experience, the consequence 
gf security of tenure. He has been answer
ed in a singular strain by a noble neighbour, 
who expresses his “surprise ” at several of 
Lord Portsmouth's statements, and seems 
to think that certainty of possession is no 
advantage to a tenant in Ireland. In my 
next letter, when I shall review the general 
condition of this county, I shall possibly ad
duce some good reasons why, in the opinion 
of the many landlords quoted by that noble 
Lord with evident approbation, nothing is so 
admirable as tenancy-at-will, and “ estates 
are best managed without leases.” In the 
meantime, I would ask Lord Courtown. on 
the supposition that the Irish tenant has the 
ordinary instincts of human nature, how he 
can imagine that a precarious can be as 
conductive as a durable tonut-e to the true 
well-being of landed property? No doubt 
leases do not necessarily assure the pros
perity of an estate, no more than food of 
the very best kind inevitably causes perfect 
health." No doubt, too. the indiscrimate 
concession of leases in Ireland many years
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ago coincided with much loss to the land
lords, and with decided injury to the country, 
for it led to the development of middlemen, 
and the multiplication of a pauper popula
tion, when the sudden rise of prices, conse
quent on the war, created rapidly a wide 
difference between the rents and returns of 
land, and thus encourged wholesale sub
letting. But that leases, under proper con
ditions, and in the ordinary circumstances 
of society, have, as compared to tenancy-at- 
will, a direct tendency to promote improve
ment, is a proposition that I think self-evi
dent. How much would Lord Courtown lay 
out on the town house be hires as a yearly 
tenant, even though he believed that he 
should remain in possession for some un
known period beyond his contract? Were 
tEë palaces of Grosvenor and Belgrave 
squares built on long leases or on tenancies- 
yt-will. depending on the caprice "of the 
ground landlord ? What is the use of re
sisting conclusions that go straight to the

Z V
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common sense of mankind, unless sophisti
cated or perverted by prejudice, or some 
sinister influence ? And what, in this matter 
of Irish tenures, is the concurrent testimony' 
on this point ot every competent and candid 
inquirer ? Arthur Voung, that most intel
ligent criticj~repeatedly declared, as he went 
through Ireland, that industry and lease; 
went together. The lWon CommiaaionT 
even at the time when the effects of long 
middlemen leases were apparent, placed on 
record its judgment that moderate leases in 
Ireland ought to be encouraged! Aifd*H 
môiffair-minded and able Catholic Prelate, 
who had given remarkable attention to the 
subject, ali but demonstrated in 1865 to a 
Parliamentary Committee on this question 
that the gradual diminution of leases in 
Ireland had been one main cause ofEerslow 
social progress. ’
— I shaTT not, al present, examine at length 
the causes that have reduced the number of 
leaseholds in Ireland in an extraordinay way, 
have substituted for them tenancies-at-will, 
and have produced the insecurity of tenure 
that exists. I reserve this and similar ques
tions fpr the general review of thé landed 
system of Ireland which I hope to make on 
a future occasion. Here, however, I shall 
just now observe that four circumstances 
nave co-operated in inducing this unfortunate
result. In the first place, the sudden rise of
rents that was an.incidejit of the great war 
with France, and that led to middlemen and 
sub letlinc. discouraged landlords on every 
ground of selfish interest, and even enlight
ened prudence, from binding their estates by 
granting leases. In the second place, the 
collapse of prosperity which followed the

war, and which continued in Ireland during
mSfiy years, had a result of exactly the same a*^,
kind ; landlords, ever hoping for the return
of good times, were disinclined to . fetter *
their properties by giving interests that, in
the actual state of the market. would~vield
only small rent3. In the third place, the
wonderful changes that have occurred since
1846 in Ireland have been adverse to the
concession of leases ; landlords have natur- >
ally hesitated to tie themselves down when I
society was in a state of gradual ievolution. |
All these cases, however, are but trivial ’ctft-****j
compared to the paramount cause which has
been truly indicated by Lord Portsmouth.
Before the great crisis of 1826-29 the ten-
antry of Ireland—then but slowly emerging \ .
from the state of servitude in which centuriea
of misrule and oppression had left them— y
voted usually in accordance with their land- I
lords’ wishes—at least consented to be ofifaxA* z
driven like sheep to the polling-booths at ' /-x*
their superiors' mandates. But since the^ . .
time that the Clare election broke down
permanently this unjust ascendency, and a
manlier spirit has grown up among theodLwty •
people, this state of things has by degrees •
changed ; and in by far the greater part of
Ireland the autocracy of the landlords has . *
passed away. This order, however, have *paaatu u> w a, y . j mo uv nvroi,

not unnaturally—they nave really had much ______
provocation to bear-—endeavoured to mu in- / zf / 
tain their waning authority, and, beyond/l/r&C*’ 
all question, the expedient they have em- 
ployed has been a general withholding of / 7
leases in order to keen their tenants in sub- 
lection. Lord Portsmouth asserted what Ts *y- 
notorious to^everyone who has studied the/*»^*i»i 
subject, that11 for political causes Irish land
lords in. too many cases refuse to grant 
leases.” I am at a loss to comprehend how a r-> 
brother peer should have ventured on a flaf / 
contradiction. *

---------------------^------------

No. XV.

, Wexford, Sep. 25.

The road from Enniscorthy to .Wexford 
rises from the fertile valley of the Slaney 
over a succession of dry and thin uplands, 
wbénee descending, it crosses the river and 
Riches this ancient and historic town. 
Wexford, lying on the estuary of the Slaney, 
here spread out in a vaàt sheet of sea, was 
once a place of very great importance- It 
was one of the first harbours occupied by 
the Anglo-Norman conquerors of Ireland ; 
during several centuries colonists from 
England imade it a favourite point for de- 
barcation ; and it is associated sadly with

J
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he invasion ot Cromwell, and with the re
bellion of 1798. The town seems at a very 
early period to have reached nearly its 
existing limits ; its trade is said to have been 
considerable as long ago as the 16th century ; 
and several quaint old dwellings attest the 
prosperity of a past generation of burghers,

of the 
ferons bar,

cl large

/. The gradual closing up, however, 
CX£iIu*a. entrance to the port by a dangero 

which prohibits the approac
vessels and the 
English commerce which has occurred since 
tile days of the Tudors, have reduced Wex
ford from its former state, and it is now ap
parently a stationary town ot narrow streets 
and square-slated houses, without many 
evidences of wealth or industry. I believe, 
Jiowever, that the merchants of Wexford are 
thriving and opulent as a class ; the shadows 

• of past greatness hang over the place ; and, 
to compare small things with great, it re
minded me ot Bristol, though you miss the 
crescents and villas of Clifton. I was struck 
by the almost complete absence of Celtic 
names on the fronts of the shops : those 
most frequently seen belong to the old 

^ Norman families settled here by Strongbow ; 
and the men of Wexlord boast to this day of 
being an Anglo-Norman colony. The 
most remarkable event in the annals of the 
town is the _massacre. certainly of an atro
cious character, said to have been perpe
trated by the ordeisof Cromwell. The local 

. traditions about this deed ot blood are still 
“numerous and significant; and as those rela-

•fA&u/<

Curyy\x

A* ting to the “siege of 179S” are not remark
able, though comparatively recent, we may 
infer that the first scene of violence was of 
a peculiarly fearful kind. I conversed with 
a gentleman who well remembers an aged 
priest who in early childhood heard tales of 
the massacre from old inhabitants who had 
received them from eye-witnesses;so few,after 
all may be the links that connect the present 
with that memorable period of subjugation 
and settlement in Ireland. One phrase of 
the Protector has been handed down as 
being, in a special manner, horrible ; he is 
said to have commanded that even the child
ren of the Catholics of Wexford saoule! not 
be spared. “ lest those eggs might grow into
lice. NThis does not accord with the char
acter of Cromwell, a great soldier and ruler, 
though a fanatic ; but he certainly, on 
almost the same occasion, avowed a policy 
of Bimilar import, and which has equally 
proved fruitless.- He wrote, in a letter still 
extant, to the commandant of a fort not far 
from Wexford, that where the “power of 
the Parliament could be felt there should not 
be either mass or Popery.” At this moment 
wo' Catholic churches of exquisite beauty

overlook the haven filled two centuries ago 
by the Puritan fleet—an eloquent memento 
of the unwisdom of forcing upon a reluctant 
people institutions and usages unfitted to 
them.

Having travelled over a great part of 
Wexford, I can give a general description of 
the county. This south-eastern fragment of 
Ireland is marked off clearly by natural 
boundaries, which in ancient times were 
likely to stamp it with a distinctive and in
dividual character. To the north and west 
it is fenced strongly by ranges of mountains 
and the line of the Barrow ; to the south 
and east it is open to the sea, snd its proxi
mity to Wales and the south of England, 
brought it singularly under English in
fluences in the early age of settlement and 
conaucst. This region was probably Angli
cized and freed from the inroads of the abo
riginal race during the whole of the feudal 
period of Ireland ; it was comparatively at 
peace in the days of the Tudors ; and though 
it was swept by the Cromwellian tempest, 
its social organization and structure were 
not broken up by that vast revolution. The 
result has been, not only that Wexford is 
more penetrated, perhaps, by English ele* 
me ills than any otiry district yn Ireland.Tût 
Chat, noFas TiiTho case "of theT'd Pale gen
erally, these have had scope for natural de
velopment, and to affect powerfully during 
many generations the mould and general 
form of society. It is impossible not to Bee 
from the look of the people that* fhis is not 
the land of the Pelt. One part of the
county is occupied by a colony to this day 
compos 3d almost wholly of a different race ; 
and the comparative order that has prevailed 
here during many ages has had the effect of 
making the relations of life more kindly than 
usually is the case in Ireland, and of diffusing 
a spirit of independence and content. As 
regards the external features of Wexford, it 
is a tract broken by lofty hills, and often 
rising into spaces of uplands, swelling here 
and there into irregular eminences, with 
valleys between, enriched and watered by 
fine rivers and their numerous affluents. 
The soil of the hill country is generally light 
and thin, and so is that of most of the low
lands; but along the lines of some of the

bountiful in this than in other divisions of 

Ireland, the influence of man has been more 
felicitous. Taken altogether, the agricuh 
ture of Wexford is of a good kina: the 
look of the country is generally prosperous ; 
and I have seen, as yet, no county in Ire- 
land in which comfort appears to be so dif-
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luxurithe signs of luxury and 
wealth, but often admirably appointed farm
steads ; and though rows of mud cabins are 
sometimes seen, the houses and dwellings of 
the poorer classes are not seldom singularly 
neatand trim! Compared to Meath, which

quality of the land, I think that the rate of 
rent in Wexford is on a high average ; but 
though 1 heard some complaints of rack 

this was not anywhere a general 
The landed system of this

rents,

in many respects forms a very remarkable 
standard of comparison, Wexford is a deci
dedly progressive county. The live stock of 
Wexford, like that of Meath, increased at 
the rate of about 50 per cent, between 1841 
and 1861; but while the agricultural area 
of Meath, from 1/855 to 1868, diminished at 
the rate of 17 per cent., that of Wexford 
diminished at the rate of 3 per cent. only.
It deserves peculiar notice that this striking 
difference coincides with two different types 
of husbandry. On an area of 576,000 acres, 
Meath has 2,443 farms rated at the value of 
£50 and upwards ; whereas, on an area of 
571,000 acres, Wexford has only 1,296 farms 
of this size, and is generally a county of 
rather small holdings.

The condition of society in Wexford may 
Le pronounced to be, on the whole, prospe- 
rous, exceedingly so if we contrast it with the 
condition of some other parts of Ireland. 
Not, of course that there is not much pov
erty— it is, unfortunately, a truth too con
firmed by experience that the poor must be 
always in the land— but that in the order 
and relations of life you do not olten meet 
with those steep differences of comfort, 
character, and even tone of thought which 
in many places arc so marked and grievous. 
The wages of the agricultural labourer vary 
from 6a. to 10s. a week ; they arc tolerably 
constant through the year, and, as he enjoys 
considerable privileges of lodging and tiring 
on some estates, he is usually in a reason
ably good position. The lent of land is 
exceedingly variable, on account of the 
varied nature of the soil ; and it is notice- 
able that it has advanced comparatively 
little during the long lapse of nearly a cen
tury. In the days of Arthur Young it had 
reached 35s. an Irish acre for the best soils, 
about 5s. or 6s. being paid for the worst ; 
at the time of the Devon Commission it 
stood at about 50s. and 10s. ; and with the 
exception of a few favoured snots, it has 
not risen much since 1844. The cause of 
this relatively slow advance is, probably, 
that three generations ago Wexford was in. 
a much more settled state than most otj 
the other counties of Ireland yrhich have 
since grown more rapidly in wealth, qjid 
that it had then a command of good markets 
almost closed to the interior of the country. 
'J’aken altogether, and having regard to the 
/

grievance,
county, although resembling in some re
spects that of other counties visited by me, 
has, nevertheless, what is good so promi
nent, and what is bad so little in sight, that 
it may be said to work tolerably well, 
though theoretically far from perfect. The 
line between the owner and occupier of the 
soil is nearly that between Protestant and 
Catholic, but resident landlords are very 
numerous; they are, speaking generally, 
fair in their dealings, and the relations be
tween them and their tenants are, for the 
most part, of a kindly character On 
many estates gracious customs exist, almost 
unknown in other counties, that knit to
gether the frame of society more tho 
roughly than mere legislation can—what is 
a ligature compared to a muscle ?—and the 
intercourse of superior and dependent is 
often liberal, equitable and honourable. As 
the natural result of this state of things, 
there is, practically less insecurity of tenure 
in this county than in many others! Lease
holds are still comparatively frequent ; and 
I met numerous instances of what, at one 
time, was a tenure very common in Ireland 
—leases for three lives or 31 years. On , 
the whole, the elements of society m Wex-i3<y-Cct2y 
ford are more happily blendedthan I found '
them to belli any district "1 have yet seen.
The relative position of landlord and tenant 
is largely adorued by mutual goodwill, and 
the results are visible in general progress, 
in signs of content that cannot be mistaken, 
in a remarkable look of independence and 
self-reliance among the humbler classas.

The causes of this comparative felicity I
is

X*«/uL

comparative :
cannot doubt are that society in Wexford 
founded upon a colony which took root in 
the land at a very remote period, and safe 
from war and discords of race, grew up 
naturally, and loaned itself gradually into 
a well-compacted and settled community. 
This is the distinctive difference between 
this county and other Anglicized portions 
of Ireland; here order had an opportunity 
of development ; in these the fair chance 
was never found ; and though Cromwell 
confiscated a part of Wexford, his settle
ment did not greatly disturb a condition of 
things that had become established. At all 

ftimes landlords and tenants in Wexford have, 
comparatively speaking, “ pulled well to
gether, '' of course putting exceptions aside ; 
and it deserves notice that not a few gentle
men of large estate and ancient descent 
threw in their lot with that of their depend-
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enta in the unhappy rebellion of 1798. Yet 
it must not be supposed that everything 
in Wexford is to be painted in a roseate hue, 
and that there is no land question even in 
this county. I have heard of some painful 
cases of evictions, and have read lamentable 
descriptions of them; but as 1 have not got 
to the bottom of facts, distorted evidently 
by passionate statements, I shall make no 
further allusions to them. In this county, 
with many exceptions, all that has been 
done to improve the soil—and what has been 
is very praiseworthy—has been the work of 
the occupying tenantry ; and thus an im
mense mass of rights of property, in the 
most strict and legitimate sense, is protected 
merely by local usage, very strong indeed, 
but without legal sanction. Though lease
holds, too, are not uncommon in Wexford, 
and tenures are really tolerably secure, the 
number of tenancies-at will is too great, and 
I am sorrv~to say, is on the increase! My 
information, and I have collected it from 
numerous sources, not without care, does 
not bear out Lord Courtown’s assertion, 
that no Wexford landlord has withheld 
leases from his tenantry for the sake of "po
litical influence." A gentleman with pecu
liar local experience has told me that, 
though such instances are rare, some Wex
ford landlords who take an active part in 
elections at least do not give leases : and, as 
might have been expected. Conservative

'ESTION/—7—.

for these evil days. I have no doubt it 
would delight the shade of Lord Courtown'i 
Cromwellian ancestor, who lighted upon a 
rich forfeiture in the times when “ trans
planting Papists to Connaught, to clear the 
the heritage of the elect,” was the fashion; 
but it seems rather absolute to a generation I 
which, I trust, looks beyond the strife of | 
creeds to a precept simple, grand, and di
vine—“This commandment I leave you, to 
love one another.”

Being at Wexlord I paid a visit, as a 
matter of course, to Barry and Forth, two 
well-known divisions of the county that ex
press, in a very perfect form, the general 
characteristics of this part of Ireland. 
These baronies as long ago as the time of 
Strongbow werej settled by a colony from 
Pembrokp. composed of Anglo-Normans 
and Flemings, the aboriginal race having 
been extruded. The colonists planted them- 
selves in the land, and, fenced by the sea 
and a range of hills, became a separate and 
peculiar people that has never lost jits Tïïàl 
tmctivo character. They flourished under 
tneir feudal lords, and, united to them by 
that strong tie which binds all fellow-colo
nists together, they formed a sturdy and 

.^prosperous cbmmunity moulded ou a fortu
nate type of socletyT Cromwellian settlers

landlords are more conspicuous in this tend
ency tnan those of Liberal and” popular 
principles. Lord Courtowrt, having pub
licly directed attention to this mode of 
managing his estates, I have paid particular 
attention to the subject, and 1 am happy to 
report that by reputation he_ is an honour
able and kind-hearted man, 
property has a prosp 
Nevertheles, he But ‘‘seldom" 
and though he believes, of course, that his 
*• political influence” has nothing to do with 
this insecurity of tenure, I have been led to 
an opposite conclusion. Lord Courtown, 
moreover, it would appear, adopts means 
for assuring sympathy in religion between 
his tenants and himself which a degenerate 
age will hardly applaud. I write with an

and that his
erousappearance, 

grants leases ;

applaud, 
before me.advertisement before me, in which Lord 

Courtown’s recognized agent announces that 
a farm gear gory will be let, “on which a 
dwelling-house and offices will be erected 
for a solvent Protestant tenant:” and I am 
informed that the offer of a Catholic candi
date of an unexceptionable kind was po
litely rejected. All this I dare say can be 
satisfactorily explained ; but this mode of 
assuring “ one law and one faith” on an 
estate in a very Catholic county is too heroic

entered on part of their lands ; but the 
conquerors were not able to change the 
fixed usages of the little commonwealth, 
and in a short time they conformed to them. 
So the 17th century passed away, and Arthur 
Young, when he saw them in the 18th, dwelt 
with enthusiasm on their “ superior in
dustry,” on their “better living” and “hab
itations,” on their “ Saxon language,” on 
their “ quiet” and happiness. I travelled 
through the baronies for miles, and was 
really delighted with what I saw. This 
community, after the lapse of centuries, re
tains clearly its individual mark ; it is a 
colony on the verge of the land of a nation. 
The race has regularly intermarried within 
itself ; Anglo-Norman and Flemish names 
abound ; the men and women have no 
Celtic features ; their dialect I should call 
an English patois. But what is most re
markable in this interesting district is the 
character of its husbandry and social life. 
The land is generally rather thin and cold, 
though there is abundance of sea-weed for 
manure ; but the agriculture is with rare ex
ceptions admirable, and it has a look of 
neatness and care that I have not met in 
other parts of Ireland. The farms are, fer 
the most part small, from 40 or 50 to 10 
acres ; but, as a class, the holders are ex
ceedingly prosperous, and many of them 
have considerable sums of money. The
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appearance of the dwellings is very striking ; 
here and there you S3e excellent slated 
houses, but the most common habitations 
are ancient homesteads, thatched with ex
quisitely finished roofs of straw, and brilli
ant with repeated layers of whitewash. I 
entered many of these pleasant homes, and 
was charmed with the degrees of comfort 
evident, with the old clocks, the tidy furni
ture, the quantities of linen, the prevailing 
cleanliness. I never saw anything like the 
whole district. 1 imagine it may nave had
Its counterpart in some counties in Eng- 0____ _________
land in the last century,; he lore the powth of^vou might as well expect by an Act of Par

property, nay, by an enlarged apppreciation. 
of them, it is possible to amend the landed 
system of Ireland so ns to bring it in bar, 
mony with fact and right, and to inaugurate 
for it a better future. Hut let us not imagine 
that human legislation can accomplish re-I 
suits beyond its power, can suddenly trans-l 
form the country into a region that wears! 
the look of industry and wealth conspicuous! 
in this most interesting district. Society ini 
Ireland has not had thejthance of expanding 
into these fair proportions ; its natural 
growth has been violently disturbed ; and

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . -. . . . . . . . . . . . -f- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - itou mi6ht a3 wcl1 e?RecVbyanAct ?f F»r-
capital and manufactures broke un the systemjliamcnt to cure rapidly the varied mischiefs1

[of smalt iarms
W hat are the causes of this prosperity, of 

this fragment ct a happy form of life, let 
into the unlovely frame of society in Ireland ? 
These people are, with hardly an exception, 

1 Catholics ; so the offensive theory is at fault 
"lives all the ills of Ireland into 

! Popery.” I do not undervalue the influ
ence of race ; yet parts of Meath, where, as 

rule, the peasantry are miserably poor, 
not be less Anglicized than these

fronies. The farmers in Bargy and Forth 
joy security of tenure to a great extent,

^ that flow unhappily from this state of things2 
as to restore by the spell of a quack medi- i 
cine a diseased cripple to the full strength of-7 
manhood. Let us do what we can and notÿ

long been unknown in^^^"^*’ 
this county, and Fenian ism took no root in '

"1

nd have in numerous instances leases : yet 
[ am not, I hope, so shallow as to think that 
this circumstance fully solves the problem.

hope for wonders. 
Agrarianism has

it. ‘l'heïe is, however, some agitation for 
“ fixity of tenure ” and a State-settled rent ; vfe,. 
and “ tenant-right ” is demanded by a cer- .
tain number of persons, some of eminent 
position and rank. The feeling, neverthe
less, for change is as nothing compared to 
what it is in less peaceful and well-ordered 
districts ; there is. no general antipathy to 

j the la»r, no sense of pervading discontent,
The paramount, cause. I cannot tloubt, is | tj^e more dangerous because Yairue : no 
that, in this instance, as so seldom has been j complaints of widespread wrong and oppres-

sion. I • conversed with farmers of allthe case in other parts of this country, the 
natural progress of the community has never 
been rudely chocked or thrown back bv
ages offends and evil discord. In this in
stance, as has been beautifully written, 
“Society which springs from the soil, and 
forms itself by the tillage of land, training 
its people to thrift and industry, ripening 
by centuries of time, and binding all orders 
and inequalities of rich and poor, master and 
servant, together in mutual dependence, 
mutual justice, and mutual charity, making 
even the idle to be thrifty and the powerful 
to be compassionate—this growth of human 
happiness and order has become symmetrical 
ana mature ’ by a series of accidents in the 
district. Long may the little commonwealth 
flourish, long may it be before the hand of
time brings change on these peaceful and 
happy homes, and when it does may it
gradually evolve some higher and better _r  .. o—- -
form of existence 1 Unhappily this fair 1 may seem, I believe that phenomena, appar
, , . », • ]■ 1 -T* j_vi i_ TTl » *i—------ * ------ -HnirolAnmant ^ * I... — »- -1 — * -----development of humanity is too rate I y to Tie 
found in Ireland, and this leacFT"meTo make 
a single remark with reference to the Irish 
Land Question that no doubt has occurred 
to a thoughtful reader. Iam one of those 
who are convinced that, without any organic 
change, without any shock to the rights of

grades, and many of them declared them- y ,
selves well satisfied with the existing order . / /
of things around them, or said that “ fair
leases were all that was wanted.’’ Toe fact
Is that in this county tlie landed classes as
a general rule are united by the sense of . “**./
mutual esteem; the landlords icspect the
rights of the tenants, and the tenants respect „ jur^- ~
the rights of the landlords, with few excep-Atoujf-
lions on either side ; the usages of the
country are very seldom violated ; and the
tenantry, conscious of comparative security
in the majority of instances, do not yield to
extravagant or revolutionary ideas. Yet
this county, pow so contented and tranquil,
was the scene of some of the worst atrocities / V9o ‘
in 1798. anJ the question occurs to a ' '
thoughtful mind, what lias been the cause
of this moral transformation in the brief
space of two generations 7 Strange as it

ently of the most different kind, may be 
traced ultimately to the same circumstances, 
the peculiar character of the people of 
Wexford, and the tendencies gradually 
formed among them. A race, made of 
rather stern stuff, proud, independent, and 
intensely Catholic, would naturally resent
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Ithe insults offered to its faith in the times of 
rthe Penal Code, and would not submit 
I tamely to the excess of licence, of outrage, 
and of abuse of authority indulged in by the 
“loyalist” faction of Wexford in 1798. 
The same race, in a happier age, and under 
a better condition of things, would in
stinctively follow the habits ot industiv, of 
self-reliance and of self-respect which have 
been its fortunate heritage from the past ; 
would vindicate for itself, by peaceful means, 
its natural rights in the relations of property, 
would by its own firmness place society on 
a comparatively just and sound basis.

TO THE EDITOR.
Sir,—As your Special Correspondent has, 

in his letter of the 21st, criticized a letter of 
mine to you on the Inna question, in answer 
to one of Lord Portsmouth’s on "the same 
subject, I hope you will afford me space for 
reply. Your Correspondent says that I 
quote “ with evident approbation” the opi
nion of my landlords that “ estates are best 
managed without leases but if he will look 
again at my letter he will see that I express
ed no opinion, but stated my own practice 
to be to give leases, when asked, for 21 
years, or when the tenant proposes to make 
a large outlay in building i'or 31 years, with 
security for his outlay at the expit aUon.of 
his lease. I may state further, that, Having 
some building land, I give leases lor 99 
years. My opinion is in accordance with 
my practice. I think that, except in parti
cular cases, it is more satisfactory for land
lords and for tenants that these leases should 
be granted, but I would not force them on 
tenants content to be without them. My 
reason for answering Lord Portsmouths 
letter was that I thought he had fallen into 
two mistakes, and had, I am sure, uninten
tionally and through misinformation, done 
injustice to others, many of whom are my 
neighbours and friends. His first mistake, 
in my opinion, was his attrbuting to many 
landlords that they refused leases lor the 
sake of political influence. Your Commission
er states that Lord Portsmouth's assertion 
is notoriously true ; that it may have been so 
once is, perhaps, true, and that a few indi
viduals may still do so I admit, but I main
tain it to be a popular delusion that any con
siderable number of the landlords who prefer 
that their tenants should be without leases 
are actuated by a desire for political influ
ence. I gave reasons for my belief and ask 
for proofs to the contrary before I change 
it. ^

The second mistake which I think Lord 
Portsmouth made was that, in my opinion,

he attributed too much of the prosperity of 
his estate to the manner in which it is 
managed ; I maintain that for an estate to 
be prosperous not only must it be well man
aged, but it must be well tenanted, and, I 
should add, should possess, the elements of ! 
prosperity in the shape oK natural advant
ages ; Lord Portsmouth and your Comthis- 
sioner brought forward the palaces of Gros- 
venor and Belgrave squares as instances of 
what security of tenure would do, your 
Commissioner being good enough to hint 
that my common sense was “ sophisticated 
or perverted by prejudice, or some sinister 
influence,” in not perceiving that without 
security of tenure they could not have been 
built ; of course they could not, but to se
curity of tenure must be added other causes 
before such splendid results are arrived at ; 
for instance, it is probable that Lord Ports
mouth's building leases are at least as liberal 
to their covenants as Lord Westminster’s ; 
yet all the result is a thriving little town. 1 
and my family have given building leases 
and laid out money in this neighbourhood, 
and all the result is a thriving little village. 
Estate management and a certain amount of 
enterprise have been employed in each case, 
the results varying according to local advan
tages. The necessity for individual energy 
is well exemplified by the cases of Belfast 
and Cork ; in the absence of evidence to the 
contrary we may assume th'it property is 
held on the same tenure in both cities ; na
tural advantages are notoriously in favour 
of Cork. Nevertheless, the citizens of Bel
fast have at their own cost enlarged their 
harbour to accommodate their shipping, 
while those of Cork are for ever crying to 
Government for national assistance to utilize 
their noble harbour. What is true in estate 
management I believe also to be true with 
regard to legislation on the laud question. 
Before we can expect prosperity in Ireland

law is capable ot considerable' im
provement) I shall be very glad to see it 
improved, and more security given by law 
to the tenant for improvements, but that 
alone will not give us prosperity without 
corresponding exertion on the part of the 
tenants, and still further 1 maintain that, 
whatever be our laws, and whatever our 
exertions, we cannct expect to arrive at the 
same wealth and prosperity as other lands 
blessed with more sunny skies and greater 
mineral wealth. As this correspondence has 
brought Lord Portsmouth’s estate somewhat 
prominently before the public. I wquld beg 
leave to poiut otjt to his Lordshipthat it
wants one more

^ for im occupant. __ _______ __
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come him as a resident among us. Among 
other good results I would expect that he 
would draw his conclusions on Irish subject»

hie ntaopvfllinn anzt laso

Barrow and the Suir unite in their onward 
course to the sea, The signs of industry sud-

Ÿour obedient servant,
COVRTOWN.

Courtown House, Gorey, Ireland, Oct. 2.

NO. XVI.

Waterford, Sep. 30.
The road from Wexford to New Ross 

ascends from the estuary of the Slaney, and 
traverses a series of light uplands, laid out 
evidently in small holdings, with here and 
there some fine country seats. You leave 
to the left the range of hills, notched and 
jagged like a Spanish sierra, that cuts off the 
communities of Bargy and Forth from the 
inhabitants of the rest of the county, and 
that, doubtless, contributed to shape their 
destiny in the distant age of their coloniza
tion. After passing the village of Taghmon 
you reach a country rather more fertile, yet 
in which the peasantry appeared to me 
rather less prosperous than those near Wex
ford, though 1 could not trace a very mark
ed distinction. Some miles further on you 
descend suddenly by a steep incline to the 
valley of the Barrow, and light on a little 
town of New Ross, hanging on the slope of 
a hollowed eminence, and thence slanting 
down to the side of the river. New Ross, 
though a stirring and busy place, has not 
flourished as you might have expected from 
its extraordinary natural advantages ; it is 
still only a small seat of trade, though ships 

| of a thousand tons burden can discharge 
( their cargoes upon its quay at a distance of 

twenty miles from the sea, and though the 
Barrow is navigable a long way upwards. 
From New Ross I went by steamer to 
Waterford, and dull is the mind that is not 
touched by the beautiful scene of richly- 
wooded lowland, dotted in many places by 
fine mansions, and over-topped by pictur
esque hills, through which the stately stream 
glides down to the ocean. A student oTthe 
social state of Irelanl will not fail to notice 
that th’S landscape, too, present? the mark
ed varieties of culture to which I have 
already adverted—the large parks and farms 
of the wealthy below ; above, the little 
homes of a peasantry that has gradually en
closed the whole mountain side ; and he will 
observe, with a feeling of regret, that hardly 
a sail appears on the watery expanse, and 
that life is not quick an* stirring upon it. 
After Tounding Cheek Point, where the 

1

denly increase ; craft of all kinds often meet 
the eye, and you feel yourself on a,highway 
of commerce. Having hastened by a beau- 
titui succession of villa-like seats and trim . - ’ X > 
enclosures, divided by the now animated 
river, you see the roofs and spires of a large 
town open from a fine and broad reach, and 
you are soon landed on the magnificent quay 
that skirts the whole length of the city of 
Waterford.

Though one of the most ancient cities in 
Ireland, Waterford has not many features of' *►« 
interest. The ruins of its feudal walls and 
bastions and of its once celebrated religious 
houses have been effaced by the hand of x 
time ; and, strange to say, its most vener
able structure, perhaps the oldest stone 
building in the kingdom, ns not, even at this 
day, aruTîü This is the round tower of a 
Reginald the Dane, said to have seen the ‘ 
first years of the eleventh century, and to /r . j 
have been-the place where F va, the daulig-^^***’*^ • 
ter of the Celtic chief of Leirster, gafve 
her hand to Earl Strongbow, the Norman 
conqueror, a marriage intended in good, 
faith to have been the pledge of a union oF 
races, but that, in its policy and its results, 
reminds the student of history sadly of the 
nuptials, in a subsequent age, of the Indian 
Princess and the Virginian settler. The 
existing town is beautifully situated on a 
strip of land on the right bank nl the-finir, 
here flowing grandly between shelving cliffs ; 
but, with the exception of its fine quay, and 
of a conspicuous, though heavy-looking, 
cathedral church, it has few objects to at
tract a stranger. Though it is the terminus 
of two long lines of railway, and its noble 
roadstead seems to invite commerce, Water- 

j.ford is not a particularly thriving place ; its 
| feeble IffRnufactures have disappeared, its 
population has rather diminished, and its

CLu*S.

exports, imports, and even shipping, have 
not increased rapidly of late years. It is 
not my purpose to dwell at length on the 
general state of the adjoining county. In 
outline and the quality of its boil it bears a 
certain resemblance to Wexford, but its 
boundaries are not as boldly defined ; it is 
more divided by mountain ranges, and the 
land is, on the whole, poorer. 1 he material

*./_/'
since the last twenty years remarkable pro-

condition of the inhabitants resembles that 
of the greater part of this Nation—that is, ,

gress has been made ; nothing like general 
distress exists, and there is a fair amount of 
social prosperity. Discontent, however, is 

' ig ; a good deal of agitation pre- 
xitv of tenure and a maximum of
though agrarian crime is at pre-
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|^/ sent unknown, the Fenian movement was in
stem of the_ _ places active. The landed s,

county, on the whol?? presen ts tne pheno
mena I have repeatedly noticed—the same

\<ÂaqjU

&!

te1

//

>p
separation of classes into sects, the same 
classing of law and fact, the same monopoly 
of rights by the landlords, the same want of 
protection for the rights of the tenauts ;
and the results are, essentially, the same—
that is, the landlord as a body respects the 
usage which alone defend the tenant, but 
occasionally harsh men disregard them. 
Those who have read Do Toeaueville’s ac

count of France before 176'J will easily un- 
derstand how, in this state of thiags, the 
gradual increase of prosperity itself will 
quicken jthe elements of dissatisfaction : 
how, as the peasantry rise in the social 
scale, they feel more acutely the injustice
to which they are exposed by the law as it .  oy 1

Not, however, that Waterford, re
latively to others, can be pronounced a pro
gressive county. The value of its life stock 
has advanced at the rate of 44 jrer cent.

I ê , < / only between 1841 and 1861, its agricultural
w*^™**'*- area having lessened more than a tenth 

] ' from 1855 to 1868, and this certainly will
z net bear a comparison with the state of 

lva.Ct^*~ - pexforf). "It is noticeable, too, that the 
* jion of Waterford has as to that of

V decreased in the proportion of 86
(5), “a circumstance not without signifi- 

/ cance, regard being had to the above
figures.

What I wish to examine in this letter are 
the circumstances of a single estate, which 
suggest reflections of an interesting kind to 
every student of the land question of Ire
land- About ten miles to the north-west of

£

■dçtiv

Waterford the traveller reaches a deep, 
broad valley, almost closed in by hills in 
the near distancie, through which the Suir
winds its silvery w,ay along luxuriant spaces 
of pastures, rich corn-lands with their yellow 
sheaves, green masses of wood crowned with 
fair houses, towns, villages, farms, and 
peaceful homesteads. Two centuries ago a
Cromwellian soldier, of ancient and noble

\ltZu descent however, seTtled on a nook of this 
fertile tract, at a place where the valley, 
forming a curve, seems like a gem set in the 
surrounding mountains. He became the 
ancestor of a family which, emerging gra
dually from mere local rank, mingled its 
blood with that of the highest of the land, 
grew into one of those patrician Houses 
which have so powerfully affected the em
pire, and gave to the State a worthy succes
sion of gallant soldiers and not unknown 
statesmen. The family seems from an early 
time to have remembered, in the expressive 
phrase of Burke, that in Ireland it possessed

ajcountry, and in the last century to have I 
put off toe evil associations of Protestant 1 
ascendancy, and it has been long distîà l 

"ghished for liberal sentiments and kindly and I 
genuine sympathy with the people. Its I 
members, however, were usually absentees I 
until a comparatively recent period ; but I 
after the events of 1846 the head of the 
House has lived regularly on his Irish estate 
some months in each year, and has devoted

fieculiar attention to it. I drove over a | 
arge part of the property, and was greatly 

pleased with much that I saw. From a 
gray square mansion with the adjoining park, 
a scene of cultivated taste and refinement I 
passed into a village close by, a special 
object of the care of the proprietor. The 
neat houses and cleanly streets had a look 
ot thriving ease, and comfort ; but what 
struck me most were the dense rows of well- 
built and well-slated labourers’ cottages, 
tokens of abundant and constant employ
ment. From the village I went, by roads 
smooth as a floor, along a succession of trim 
farms, all in a state of admirable cultivation, 
until I reached a higher tract of land, where 
you met repeatedly the little homestead and 
plot of ground of the humble peasant, each, 
nevertheless, improved and in order. At 
last, from the top of a swelling eminence, 
commanding a prospect of rare beauty, the 
estate lay as in a map before me ; and the 
view of the numerous rustic homes dotted 
thickly over the slope below, and clustering 
near the principal mansion as it rose from 
the midst of rich wood and lawn, was like 
an idyll of country happiness. The char
acter of the husbandry was seen at a glance. 
It was a property of small holdings, kept, 
however, in a state of rare perfection, and 
evidencing no common or transient care, 
y, Such is the tract which during six gene
rations had been under the control of the 
House of Bessborough. Lord Bessborough’s 
agent courteously gave me much infotma- 
tion upon the manner in which this fair 
creation of industry and skill has been grad
ually brought into its present condition. 
Before 1846 the estate, though under gentle 
superiors, had been comparatively, rather 
neglected. Part of it had fallen into the 
hands of middlemen, who had recklessly 
subdividedsubdivided the lands, with no thought but to 
make profit from them, and there had been 
accordingly, a great (leal of poverty and a 
dense accumulation of population. I re
member having casually paid a visit in those 
days to the place, and I recollect distinctly 
that at several spots you met whole villages 
of mud “cabins, and that many of thèse, 
habitations were wretched. Ihe famine- 
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stem problem suddenly set before him of 
adjusting the property to the new state of 
things, not, as was the case with too many 
landlords, by inhuman “clearances” and 
forced emigration, but by a happier and 
more natural process, jvhich fortunately
---- d completely successful. Taking the

ition as he found it, he fostered it du
ring the terrible crisis by liberal and judi
cious employment, and though he did not 
discourage emigration, and many ot his de
pendents quitted their homes, not a single 
notice to quit was served, and not one
family was capriciously evicted. Ï3y these 
means his poorer tenantry were preserved 
from thç shock of the great revolution, and 
as the Middlemen’s leases dropped in he 
dealt directly with the sub-tenants, and 
treated' them in the same gentle manner. 
The mould and organization of society were 
thus neyer rudely broken up, but they were 
slowly transformed to a better type, and 
placed upon a more secure basis. The 
Bessborough estate is still one of small

- holdings, there being on an area of some 
20,000 acres two farms only rented over 
£200, and 437 tenancies rented at from £20 
to £2, and 170 little crofts remain at a 
nominal rent of £1 only. The whole com
munity, however, is evidently flourishing, 
and, instead of presenting, as some persons 
would insist that it would inevitably present, 
an appearance of backwardness and decline, 
it displays all the marks of thriving prospe-

- rity. This result must, in" the main, be 
ascribed to the management of the present 
proprietor. The mud cabins have disappeared 
and have been replaced by excellent cot
tages, built wholly at the expense of the
landlord ; the dense population, in a great 
measure, has been kept together by produc 
live employment ; the little farmsteads have 
been gradually re formed by the judicious 
expenditure of the owner, encouraging the 
efforts of the occupiers ; and though the out
lay has been very great, I believe it has been 
fairly remunerative, while it is unnecessary 
to dwell on the good social consequences. 
At this moment the Bessborough estate is a 
beautiful specimen of small farm husbandry 
promoted and stimulated by the proprietor, 
and of industry well directed and generously 
compensated. Lord Bessborough spends 
every year large sums in improving farm
houses, fences, and drains, in selling seed and 
manure at low prices"to tKToccupiersTn 
want od such aids, and in keeping his noble 
demesne in find order. As I saw the re
sults of this assiduous care in garden-like 
fields and happy homes, in the signs of com
fort and triumphant industry, spreading from 
the valley to the high hill-top, I could not

help thinking how different might have been 
the fate ot this property in other hands, and 
how different at this moment would be the

arTTandlords ?ollowed a like course.
As Lord Bessborough manages his estate 

for the most part upon the English plan, so 
he does not permit the Irish custom of the 
sale of the goodwill of farms to grow up ,, 
and hTTre tains dominion over his property. /S’ ,
What are the lessons which a reflecting t
mind will derive from observing this prospe- ***'* V****- 
rous scene ? In the first place, it will be 
noticed how, by a singularly humane pro
cess, a landlord has been gradually enabled 
to change the character of his estate, and 
to transform it from one of an Irish type 
to one, to a great extent at least, modelled 
on a modern English pattern. Lord Bess
borough has not expatriated his tenantry ; 
he has retained the system of small holdings ; 
yet he has preserved his property without se
rious loss through the ordeal of a social revo
lution, and he has largely added to its essen
tial value. In the second place, as during 
the last twenty years he has, either by direct 
expenditure or by liberal allowances for 
them, effected most of the improvements on 
his estate, he has, in a great measure at 
least, excluded the equity in this respect
which his tenants otherwise would have in y__
his lands, and he has not permitted his free-^û-^*^*- / 
hold ownership to be eaten away by a tenant- 
right which practically would leave him * 
only a rentcharge. He ha» thus not only, 1 LtÆvj- 
with infinite pains, put his property in good * 
order, but he has a fair right to call it his 
own in an exact and legitimate sense, disen
cumbered, certainly in a great degree, from 
most of those indefinite claims which form 
the grand difficulty of the Irish. Land Ques
tion" Tn this state of things I would ask 

"Hr7 Mill or any fair advocate of “ fixity of 
tenure” at a rent to be adjusted by the 
Government, whether he would think hi* 
proposed scheme advantageous to such a 
property as this, even from the point of 
view of the tenantry. I will concede, for 
the sake of mere argument, that “ fixity of 
tenure” could exist without encouraging 
ruinous subdivision, and that, as certainly 
would be the case if a fair calculation were 
made of the rental, Lord Bessborough’s 
income would not be diminished. Assuming, 
however, all this, what chance would there 
be that this estate would continue in its 
present state of prosperity under the 
new conditions imposed on it 7 Deprived, 
as they assuredly would be, of the liberal 
aid extended to them, the very small tenante 
would sink down into hopeless poverty after 
a brief struggle, andjall the cottagers would
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rapidly disappear, as their nominal rents 
would inevitably be raised, and they could 
hardly hope to find constant employment. 
The severance, too, of the proprietor from 
the soil, and from all immediate interest in 
the occupiers, would be mischievous in a 
hundred ways. Mr. Mill, indeed, with logical 
candour, admits that this would be the re
sult, in all instances of this kind, and I ven
ture to think it would prove most hurtful to 
the little community. Society, therefore, 
on this estate would be rudely disturbed— 
perhaps broken up; and what, looking be
yond supposed expediency, would be the 
justice of the projected revolution? Would 
it be commonly honest to convert Lord 
Bessborough from what he is, in a real sense, 
a landowner, into a pensioner, with even an 
increasing rent-charge ? Would it be fair to 
deprive him of the happiness of discharging 
honourably the duties ot property, an inci
dent of the ownership of land which every 
liberal mind values, and which revolutionary 
folly alone resolves, in every case, into the 
mere love of power?

Yet, however pleasing at this time 
is the condition of the Bessborough es
tate, a thoughtful person will not 
forecast its future without some de
gree of misgiving. It is unquestionably in 

a, part an artificial growth, the result of the 
care of Ibe proprieTorTan3Tthe civilization 
that comes from above is not likely to be so 

£4} Ha- permanent as that which increases from 
^elow, from the industry of generations of 
occupiers. The prosperity of the baron*

and may perish witlTbim. ~Furthermore~it
in a special manner depends largely upon the 
proprietor ; for though Lord Bessborough 
has given leases freely, is willing and anxious 
to give more, and has thus created security 
of tenure on a considerable portion of his 
estate, his very .small tenants hold all at 
will, and it is difficult to contend that in 
îïïese cases leases ought to be universally 
conceded. It is possible, therefore, that 6^ 
new landlord might seriously interfere witE] 
the state pi Ibings that now exist upon this 
property ; it is probable that, if he were 
harsh or illiberal, the prosperity due to fos
tering care would rapidly fade away and 

1/ disappear ; and though it is not likely that
/(>***> this would be the case during the continu-

1 ance of the House of.Ponsonby, it is of 
intingency that may happen.course, a contingenc 

^“^^yNevertheless, taking the very worst chance;
a bad proprietor would hardly meddle with 
the order of things on these lands on the 
lowest grounds of the merest selfishness. It

would cost any one an enormous sum to 
change the character of the husbandry on 
this estate and to enlarge the small into ex
tensive holdings ; and having regard to 
their present condition, and to ihe rents they 
readily yield, the experiment could not 
possibly pay. This, therefore, though not 
as great as one could wish, is a real security 
that the form of social life that prevails on 
this tract will not be rudely altered or even 
injured ; not to say that, after all, it is reason
able to suppose that few men would resort 
to mere wanton destruction.

No. XVII.
Cork, Oct. 8.

The line from Waterford to Limerick 
Junction runs through the noble country of 
mountain and valley, divided by the Suir and 
its affluents, which I have briefly described 
in previous letters. At the Limerick Junc
tion the train speeds along the outlying 
spurs of the Galtees through a fertile tract 
of exuberant pastures, until the station 
near Charleville is passed, and thence it pro
ceeds through ranges of hills by Buttevant 
and Mallow, on its way southwards. It was 
raining as it only rains in Ireland when I 
was hurried along this part of the route, and 
dense masses of cloud and mist obscured 
the landscape and blurrred out iis features. 
At Mallow 1 caught a passing glimpse of 
the Blackwatjjr, rolling in turbid flood to 
the rich flats of the brightest green, and 
thence to me we seemed to go through a 
series of tame and fine uplands, ns far as I 
could see, through the mist, their outline. 
The morning brought sunshine and disclosed 
the aheient and famous capital of Munster, 
rising, tier over tier, along the slated cliffs 
that shelve down to the banks of the Lee, 
and is overlooked by an amphitheatre of 
hills thaijiem it in with their green eminences. 
As is the case with all citiesin a hollow, 
the fine public buildings of Cork are seen at 
a disadvantage from the heights above, and 
the dense lines of its closely-packed streets 
seldom open spaces to display their propor
tions. Some, however, are of remarkable 
beauty, and several of the Churches of either 
faith, more than one of the principal insti
tutions, and, above all, the graceful and 
sumptuous College, are deserving of more 
than passing attention. As for the city 
itself, the old11 egg-shaped town," described 
by Spenser in graphic verse, has expanded 
into a vast circle of broad ways, surrounded 
by narrow streets that now cover all the 
“islands” of the Lee, and stretch eastward 
to a rich plain, formed by the drainage of
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the river “marshes;” and gay shops, exten
sive warehouses, big breweries, distilleries, 
and mills, and crowds of shipping along its 
quays, show that Cork is a seat of long- 
settled opulence^ The most interesting 
feature of , the plarçe, however, and the one 
that most clearly indicates its wealth, is the 
long succession of magnificent villas that 
extends for miles along the shores of the 
Lee, as it winds Slowly on its way to the sea, 
through irregular terraces of wooded hills. 
This spectacle combines in the highest 
degree all that the charms of nature and 
the art of man can effect to make an exqui
site scene ; and the panorama of mansion 
and park, stretching down the grassy and 
tree-crowned slopes in continuous beauty to 
the waters below is one that is not easily 
forgotten. Atyor admiring th:s landscape 
for a time you see the river graduallyjwiden, 
the masts on it rapidly increase as the road
stead of Passage is approached ; and at 
last you reach a superb estuary where, 
fenced in by hills and protecting islets, the 
navies of many nations might ride at anchor 
near the crescents of Quernstown. Cork 
has lately vindicated in a signal manner the 
device upon the municipal arms, “ Statio 
benejida carinis." More than once during 
the gales of September five hundred ships 
were seen at a time, taking shelter, in this 
grand natural haven, from the tempests of 
the neighbouring Atlantic.

Cork calls itself the Premier County of 
Ireland, and is a legion of no little interest 
to the historical and geographical student. 
This vast tract, which extends -firom the 
verge of the Galtecs to the capes of Bantry 
Bay, and from the waters that flow to the 
Shannon, through Kerry, to the far distant 
borders of Waterford, has at all times been 
singularly affected by any foreign influences 
penetrating Ireland. Its capital in a re
mote age was occupied by a colony of Danes, 
who spread over many spots on the sea- 
board ; in a later century it was divided be
tween Anglo-Norman nobles and their de
pendents, who, however, not being strong 
enough to subdue or expel the native race, 
became gradually amalgamated with it. 
During the great crisis of the sixteenth cen
tury the fine harbours of Cork and its prox
imity to Spain made it a point of vantage to 
the enemies of England: and more than 
one fleet of Philip II. sailed.from its coast 
to support the risings of Tyrone and the 
lordly rebels of Desmond. Having been 
reconquered, aud settled from England under 
circumstantes, it is said, of frightful severity, 
it felt the fury of the arms of Cromwell, who 
confiscated a very large part of it ; and in 
the Jacobite wars that followed, it became

the theatre of a fierce and doubtful conflict. 
In the ensuing century it gave an asylum 
for a brief space of time to the ships of 
Hoche ; and in our day it has been the 
head quarters of the Fenian organization
and movement. Society, accor3ingly, in
this district has been repeatedly disturbed 
by violence ; and its structure and tendencies 
have, no doubt, felt the effects of numerous 
invasions and conquests. As regards the 
external features of the county, it may be 
described as an alternation of lowlands and 
hills in parallel lines, divided in the midst by 
a well-defined range, and enclosed for a great 
part of its space between lofty mountains 
and the Atlantic Ocean. The soil to the 
north where Cork runs into the pastures of 
Tipperary and Limerick partakes of their 
admirable fertility, and it is usually rich in 
the valleys of the Blackwater, the Lee, and 
the Bandon, that flow westto east through a 
large breadth of the county. As a rule, how
ever, it is not good ; on the uplands and the 
sides of the chains of hills it is, for the most 
part, light and thin, and in many places it 
forms mere rough wrstes of little vaAe as 
area for tillage. Cork exhibits ^jqstfnctly 
the varieties of husbandry and the different 
and opposite types of cultivation that are so 
commonly seen in Ireland, and, speaking 
generally, its fine grass lands are occupied 
by wealthy tenant larmera. while the infe
rior ~àrê heldHyTTpoor peasantry, in some 
districts, especially towards the west, tried 
often by want and severe privation. Taken 
altogether, and excluding the capital, which 
has^flourished greatly since

it a large entrepot for corn. Cork cati
ll otbe called a prosperous county ; its agri
cultural area has diminished at the rate of 5 
percent, in the last 15years, while its live 
.stock bad increased one-third only in va]ue 
between 1841 and 18ol.

Having travelled over a large of this 
county, and received most courteously, a 
great deal of information, I shall briefly de
scribe its social position, reserving for a 
subsequent letter an account of its western 
highland district. The state of the classes 
connected with the soil is, taken altogether 
less prosperous, even in a material'point of 
view, than it is in several of the counties I 
have visited, especially Tipperary and Wex
ford. The wages ot the agricultural la
bourer, excluding, of course, spots near the 
city, vary from 6s. to 9s. a week ; but as 
I hear, they are not very constant ; and 
even at this rate they excite the enA of a

food many of the very small holders.
he rate of the rent of land in the 

days of Arthur Y oung varied from 60s. to 
6s. the Irish acre, ana may range now from

>\
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76*. to 12s. ; and though it is moderate on 
the fine pastures, it seemed to me on a 
very high average over many tracts of in- 
feriqr soil. Arthur Young in his time made 
the same remark ; and the fact, I think, 
hardly admits of doubt, whether the cause be 
that, in some places, there are considerable 
facilities for getting manure, or that the bad 
lands are better than they seem under the 
influence of this southern climate, or that 
the competition ot the peasantry is exces
sive, or that, as a most thoughtful gentleman 
observed, “ the spirit of exaction had be- 
come traditional in this part of Munster." 
11*° not hesitate to say that many estates in 

ut*'7- this county are rackrented in a manner un
common in those parts of Ireland respecting 
which I have before written. I have be
fore me an instance of a property under the 
superintendence of the Court of Chancery, 
the tenants of .which have been so ground 
down by the raising of rents from 1854, 
that they are at this moment hopelessly in 
arrear, and that the Master—I wish to do 
justice to the equitable boldness of Mr. 
Fitz-Gibbon—has, all but outstepping his 
jurisdiction, directed the receiver to be sat
isfied with what he thinks can be reasonably 
collected. Such cases, I fear, are not rare 
in this county ; and having ridden some 30 
miles over one barony near the sea coast, 
and inquired into the circumstances of a 
great number of farms, I thought theiû, 
with few exceptions, over-rented. One of 
the worst examples in this respect was that 

£LuUaa.s of the property of an American gentleman. 
A., // who, though fresh from th&tland of freedom! 

* and I have little doubt an admirable Demo 
crat, has the smartness to see that tenancy 
at will can, under the existing system of law, 
be made a good instrument for _screwing 
down his dependents. I was extremely sorry 
to find too much of this rack-renting in the 
county of Cork ; for hctw'is it possible di
rectly to remedy this evil ?

The general result of this state of things 
is that while the large glaziers and dairy 
farmers who possess, for the most part, the 
good lands, as a rule, are wealthy in this 
district, the numerous class of small occu
piers, who are usually spread over the in 
ferior soils, are in a backward and depressed 
condition. This is written as it were, on 
the thee" of the country ; a few fine farms are
occasionally seen, but the habitations of the

fi
easantry are generally bad, a small neat 

farmstead is not often met, whole estates 
have nothing but mud cabins od Ihèm : ~and7 
fhougn tne common people seem leàs miser
able and devoid of hope' than those of Meath, 
they are evidently a struggling and 
race. As for the landed system of the

county, as a whole, it is, in its broad out- 
lines, essentially the same as that which I 
have so often described, except that its 
vices are very prominent. Speaking gener
ally, the same religious differences divide 
the owner* and occupiers of the soil ; the 
same absenteeism is too prevalent ; there is 
the same widespread insecurity of tenure ; 
law in the same way upholds the power of 
the landlord, and disregards the just claims 
of the tenant ; there is the same creation of 
vast rights of property in the form of im
provements by the peasantry, unprotected 
by the least legal sanction, and liable, nay, 
exposed, to confiscation ; vague usage simi
larly is the only safeguard against frequent 
and intolerable injustice. If we realize to 
ourselves the number of mischiefs that flow 
inevitably from this state of things, we shall, 
perhaps, cease to wonder that discontent.ag- 
rariamsm.Fenianism.or any other form of dis
satisfaction with existing arrangements has
such a holcTon the Irish people. How fierce 
and bitter may be the antagonism between 
the superior and the dependent, brought 
together in a social relation especially re
quiring mutual goodwill, but belonging to 
creeds irreconcilably at feud ; what a want 
of sympathy must exist between them I 
How harsh must be the pressure of proprie
tary rights, and how unmitigated by gra
cious influences, when the presence of the 
landlord is felt only in the demands of the 
agent or bailiff, and when, as too commonly 
is the case in Ireland, the non-residence of 
the territorial magnate enables petty Squire 
Kites to prey on the poor free fromTTie re
straint of more noble examples! What, 
must be the peasant's notion of a law which 
at best keepk him in absolute dependence, 
which limits him, like a savage, to ‘‘an 
annual culture,” which in the actual state 
of society in Ireland compels him frequently 
to invest his all in the possession which he 
receives from another, and which, when he 
has so laid it out, permits it to be filched 
away or transferred for the benefit, perhaps, 
of a harsh taskmaster 1 And how idle it is 
to say that law is, in this particular, worse 
than fact ; that wrongs of the kind are of 
rare occurrence ; as if the possibility of their 
existence, not to speak of instances but too 
numerous, were not in itself a crying shame 
and grievance ! If we put fairly these 
things together, let us not be surprised that 
the occupiers of me soil in Ireland, and the 
classes connected with them, are dissatisfied, 
and ready for violent change, it is to be 
(eared in too many district? ; and let us not 
suppose that, even though their material 
condition were to improve, this dissatisfac
tion would not increase. Let us recollect
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the pregnant wisdom of De Tocqueville's 
remarks on this very subject :—“The evils 
which are endured with patience as long as 
they are inevitable, seem intolerable as soon 
as a hope can be entertained of escaping 
from them.’’

I have written thus much because the re
lations of landlord and tenant in this county 
are too often of an ungracious character. 
Not that excellent landlords do not exist ; 
fTiave much pleasure in mentioning the 
names of Lord Cork and the Duke of De
vonshire. who redress the evils of absen- 
teeism, as far as it is possible to redress 
them, by managing their estates on enlight
ened principles. Lord Cork and bis family 
have always given leases ; the Duke of De
vonshire, to some extent at least, allows a 
qualified tenant-right, and enjoys the lull
confidence of his tenants ; and thus, in both 
cases, the great result of security of tenure 
is obtained. I have heard, too, of several 
good resident landlords ; and the landlords 
ofthis county, as a class, I am sure, do not 
exercise harshly extreme rights, and do not
exhibit the evil spectacle of manners cotri^ 'inquiries in the next village, and I am satis

they dislike the people and are disliked by 
them ; and the result is that they think only 
of getting all that they can from their lands, 
and they would not care if they sold them 
to-morrow.” It is impossible that the rela
tions of landlord and tenant could generally 
be happy in such a state of things.

As a proof of the wrong which has been 
done by a severe exercise of legal rights ( 
upon an estate in this county I give an 
instance which I casually found out, and 
which, 1 doubt not, might be multiplied.
I happened to see a neat slated house stand
ing almost alone on a fair-sized tract, and l 
asked the occupier how he came to be in 
possession of such a good dwelling. “ Ok !" 
he replied, “ it was net built by me, but by 
the tenant who was here before me, and he, 
poor man is gone to America." 1 then 
asked why he had left this Country, and the 
answer, given with a look combining suspi
cion an 1 hatred in no common degree, was 
“ that lie had been ejected for a year's rent, a £-*-**- 

a sum oV about 28t.. and that he had lobt. *7 
his house which cost him 1001." I made^^^^z

'i

biniug with law in injustice. Nevertheless, 
11 landlordism." as it is called, wears not 
seldom here an unkindly aspect. I have 
heard of several remarkable instances in 
which even considerable proprietor until 
very lately preferred Protestant to Catholic- 
tenants as a matter of course ; and I have 
reason to believe that the gradual discon
tinuance of this offensive and irritating prac
tice has been due rather to the pernicious 
results to the rentroll of this monoply of sect 
than to any peculiar moral improvement. 
I have been told of several cases in which 
agents have been cruelly oppressive, or have 
administered property with corrupt tyranny ; 
and, until quite recently, some landlords 
have been accused of many kinds of coer
cion in order to influence votes at elections. 
Leases, too, as elsewhere, are very uncom
mon. except on a few well-known estates ; 
and I have listened to several complaints of 
evictions, apparently without just cause, of 
sudden and capricious raising of rents, and, 
above all, of disregarding unfairly the equity 
of the tenant in respect of improvements, 
On the whole, the “system ” in this county 
bears moi c than commonly is the case the 
marks of severity and disunion of class : and 
I can hardly doubt that the ultimate cause 
is that society was repeatedly broken up by 
violence and successive conquests. As a 
personage eminent in rank and birth, and 

singularly well fitted to form an opinion, 
observed to me, “the later colonists have 
never really settled in this district ; they 
have few associations with the country

... w««v/ m/ai HI1U X tilll OrtllD' y

tied that this tale is in suhstanr e trnp, that 
this eviction really occurred, and that no Z 
compensation was given to the tenant for 
this absolute loss'of, perhaps, his whole pro
perty. It is but fair to say that the present 
landlord bad nothing to do with the business; 
but conceive what must have been the feel
ings of that ruined peasant as, driven from 
his home, he thought over this shameful in
justice ! A distinguished Minister has 
lately branded such acts with a remarkable 
epithet, and*has asked, what is to be said of 
those who commit them ? Lord Clarendon 
must excuse me for saying that, whatever 
may be the thought of this matter, this 
spoliation was in no sense “felonious."
Law enabled that landlord to evict that 
tenant; lew armed the sheriff with the writ 
of execution ; .law possibly was found to 
send the police to assist at that scene of 
righteous justice ; law warranted that equit
able confiscation; tpw looked on while that 
broken man was expatriated after a sanc
tioned robbery. It is putting the question on
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a wrong issue to lay the blame on any indi
vidual person ; it is the law, in this instance*, 
that connived at “felony.” And if this 
may be occasionally its working, can we 
feel astonished that it has no hold on those 
who may be sufferers from it, or that they 
transfer their allegiance to another law 
which thwarts the operation of its antag
onist? Condemn agrarianism by all means, 
pursue with whatever rigour you can those 
who commit or abet its crimes ; if possible, 
extirpate the disease, but recollect that it
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has tt vital force as long as a conviction 
exists that the laws relating to land are un- 
jest, and that it is sustained by a real prin- 

, ciple in whatever degree it may be ascribed 
to vindicate passion or extravagant hope, or 
however it may in its excesses run into atro
cious violence and outrage. At least puree 
the law of injustice before you denounce all 
those who have no reverence for it. and do 
not imagine that the widespread feeling 
which unhappily exists against the law can 
be confounded with more criminal licence. 
He is a bad physician who merely skins and 
films over the ulcerous part, and a social 
inquirer is not worthy of the name who, 
while he has no excuses for crime, fails to 
indicate the causes of the sentiments which 
create too much sympathy with it.

The practice of sanctioning the sale of 
the goodwill of farms does not prevail in 
this county, as I have observed to be some
times the case in districts where there is 
considerable distrust bétween the owners 
and occupiers of the soil. Large tracts, 
however, have been enclosed ana brought 
into their present state by the unaided in
dustry of the peasantry, and their equitable 
claims in this respect are more than ordi
narily great and undoubted. I have seen 
whole estates in which everything that has 
been done for the land for ages has been 
evidently done by the tenantry alone, yet 
from which they, being tenants at will, may | 
be extruded at a six months' notice without | 
receiving the smallest equivalent. It is 
really melancholy—for it shows how usage 
may deaden the sense of justice—to hear 
the apologies that are ma* by many up
right men of the landlord class for this most 
unfortunate condition of things. It is urged, 
in the first place, that the tenants are actu
ally compensated, because their rents are 
exceedingly low during all the time they 
are bringing the land into cultivation, as if 
rents received on tenancies at will had not 
necessaiily a tendency to rise to the highest 
point tmt such land could bear, or as if this 
excuse applied to the case of whole masses 
of tenants’ improvements. It is said, in the 
next place, that when land has been re
claimed and put in order, when a 
tenant has built a house on it, and in 
a word has concerted it into a farm, 
a certain duration of occupation is in 
itself a sufficient recompense ; and, no 
doubt, this argument is well-founded, under 
certain conditions of rent and tenure. But 
have those apologists ever considered the 
length of occupation, at an unchanged rent, 
that would be necessary to repay the Irish 
peasant in numberless instances for his ad-

»
ditions to the soil, or do they reflect in how 
many cases this occupation has been cut 
short, and he haa been left without any re
turn? Are they a war) what, upon this 
point, is the testimony of an a>gent of great 
experience in the management of estates in 
England and Ireland, with reference to the 
compensating periods of occupation re
quired for different improvements? “I 
think," said Mr. Curling to a Parliamentary 
Committee, “that thirty-one years would be 
a quite sufficient duration of lease for (the 
reclaiming) of lowlands ybnffuçcommended 
to -Lord Devon that leases of sixty years 
should be granted to tenants of mountain 
land ... I consider that if a tenant, 
with the full sanction and approval of his 
landlord, has erected such a house ” (». e., a 
house suitable to a farm as described) “ at 
his own sole cost, he is at least entitled to a 
lease for ninety-nine years, such as would, 
without hesitation, be granted on a building 
lease in town.” In how many cases, I 
should like to know, have such compensat
ing periods been even thought of in the 
case of ordinary tenancies at will, without 
such an increase of rent as would practically 
nullify all compensation ? Is it not plain 
when the Legislature finds such a state of 
things unhappily existing, that the law must 
be made to speak in the words addressed by 
Turgot, alas ! too late, to a class that would 
not acknowledge their truth:—“The King 
will not allow one part of his subjects 
to be sacrificed to the possible avidity of 
another.”

The agrarian spirit prevails in this countv 
with great intensity in many places, though 
there has been no agrarian crime for some 
years. It would be, however, as idle to 
Infer from this that agrarianism did not exist 
as it would be to argue that a powder 
magazine must necessarily be in a state of 
explosion. The true test of the force of 
the agrarian spirit is the dissatisfaction 
which is its symptom, the feelings its spreads 
throughout the community, and, taking this 
test, it seemed to me to be very active, in 
this district. I heard numerous complaints 
of landlord oppression, wild boasts that the 
time was at hand at last when the tenant- 
farmers would have their own, and demands 
for fixity of tenure as the means of existence. 
And whatever may be thought about ag
rarianism, unquestionably Fenianism was 
and is in no contemptible ptrength in this 
county. A persor,age'6f the highest official 
authority informs me that even now it was 
not easy to"' estimate the depth of this 
movement, or to calculate the depth of its 
influence. It is interesting to compare these
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0F INLAND.
two forms of discontent, which though akin 
to each other, are nevertheless, distinct, and 
of which it may be truly said—

“ Facies non una sororum,
“ Nec diversa taoien.”

Fenian ism, as an agent of disturbance, was 
chiefly supported in the towns, was hatched 
and nurtured in the Far West, and had for 
its object open insurrection. Agrarianism, 
on the other hand, is rather a local law of 
opinion, originated with and confined to the 
peasantry, not necessarily showing itself in 
crime, but not shrinking from crime to com
pass its ends, and having as its paramount 
object the retaining the tenant-farmer in 
possession of bis holding under certain con
ditions. But both may be traced to the 
same source, a deep sense in the hearts of 
thousands of Irishmen that the laws under 
which they live are unjust in many particu
lars to large classes, this sense being of 
course quickened by passion, by evil mem
ories and traditions, by ignorance, by the 
contagion of sympathy, by bad counsels, by 
the temptations of poverty. In this county,

,as in other parts of Ireland, the farmers 
stood aloof from the Fenians because not 
generally associated wok them, and because 
they felt that the cause was hopeless ; but 
it is not the less tr^c that they sympathized 
with them, and it is difficult to Sfy what the 
result might have been had even a transient 
success been obtained. It is not improbable 
that in that event the Fenian and agrarian 
elements of disorder would have blended 
together, and taken the form of a wild rising 
against the upper landed classes.

Lord Spencer has been paying a visit to 
this place, and 1 a n happy to say has been 
received with enthusiasm by the great mass 
of the citizens. I had several opportunities 
of observing this, and can only express a 
hope that the generous policy now being 

I x steadily carried out in Ireland, and of which 
he is the living representative, may reach 
the depths of the national heart. Two 
classes, however, held aloof, exemplifying 
the truth of the old Greek’s remark that 
party levels all distinctions of rank. The 
Fenians refused to cheer his Excellency ; 
the Conservative gentry almost to a man 
declined to show a token of respect. This 
last phenomenon has been usual in Ireland 
whenever a bold attempt has been made to 
do justice to tli3 body of the people ; and it 
may be considered as almost prophetic.
The Irish Tories of 1822 did all they could 
to vex Lord Wellesley ; the Irish Tories of 
1829 shamed Sir Robert Peel as a second 
Judas ; the Irish Tories of 1868 have not 
ceased to vituperate Mr. Gladstone. Yet 
1822 was the first blow struck at the edifice

77

of Protestant ascendancy ; 1829 was the 
era of emancipation ; 1868 was the prelude 
to the fall of the Irish Church Establish
ment ; and in this secession of the Tories of 
Cbrlô we may see the signs of a coming 
Land Bill. Still, in this instance, no influ
ence existed that ought to have softened 
territorial rudeness, though chivalry prob
ably has never been strong among a class 
described as a “ Puritan squirearchy” by 
the present chief of the Conservative party. 
Even in this decay the aristocracy of France 
could thrill with rapture at the stately pre
sence and princely charms of Mario Antoi
nette. What calls itself the aristocracy of 
Cork could feel no enthusiasm for Lady 
Spencer.

No. XVIII.
Skibbbrken, Oct. 15.

Being desirous of seeing a part of this 
county which unhappily acquired a sad ce
lebrity during the events of 1846-7, and 
which, I felt assured, would in some parti
culars illustrate the land question of Ireland, 
I resolved to pay a visit to this place, anil 
to examine carefully the surrounding neigh
bourhood. Leaving Cork by railway, 1 pass
ed rapidly trom the civilized outskirts of the 
wealthy city into a region of hill and poor 
upland, divided by numerous sluggish 
streams, which, if properly drained, ought 
to be the conductors of plenty along the 
adjoining valleys, but which, uncontrolled 
by the arteof the engineer, at present, on 
either side of their course, mark their way 
by forming worthless morasses. It is dis
heartening to ti averse districts like these, 
and to reflect what co-operation and indus
try might effect in clothing them with fer
tility ; nor in many - of those instances 
would it be necessary to pray in aid the 
help of the State ; for wherever an outfall 
is easy and at hand, a comprehensive 
system of arterial drainage is not required 
to cari y off the waters and to relieve the 
soil of superfluous moisture. I saw, how- 
over, no attempts at draining ; and on 
asking the reason, received for answer the 
pertinent and sufficient remark that most 
of the landlotds in that neighbourhood 
did not care to improve their estates, and 
that the tenantry, having no hold on their 
lands, were satisfied to leave them in their 
natural condition. After leaving Bandon 
—still knoyn in Munster as the Protestant 
Derry of the South, but long ago invaded 
and filled by the flood of the Roman Cath
olic Irishry—the landscape weats a more 
pleasing appearance ; you pass tiim farms,

.....
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and a few fine seats ; and you reach the 
valley of fertile lowlands enriched by the 
gentle stream of the Bandon. A tract, 
presenting in a peculiar degree the signs of 
industry and high cultivation, here at once 
attracts an observer’s eye ; and you see 
with delight well squared fields, neat slated 
houses, and prosperous holdings stand out 
conspicuously on the face of the landscape. 
This is a part, and one of the best parts, 
of the magnificent estates of the Duke of 
Devonshire ; and the whole country side 
tells the same tale of his just and princely 
qualities as a landlord, although unfortu
nately he is an absentee. It is impossible 
to deny, great and serious as are the mis
chiefs of non-resident ownerships, that 
proprietors of this class are those in which, 
in many instances, the Irish tenant receives 
most liberal and fair treatment. a~nd 
goo3 management is most evident ; nor is 
it difficult to discover the reason. A ter
ritorial magnate, as a general rule, is too 
wealthy or too gently nuitured to be of a 
harsh or exacting disposition ; and as, in a 
large majority of cases, the great absentee 
proprietors of Ireland haveiilso consider
able estates in England. They naturally
adoat an uniform course of honourable and
right-minded dealinr; towardallheir tenantry
injboth countries.

The projected railway from Cork to Skib- 
bereen comes suddenly to an. end at Dun- 
manway, and you are obliged to drive the 
rest of the journey. At this point you begin 
to enter the region of the western highlands 
of Cork, and the look of the country is wild 
and peculiar. The road now winds through 
heather-crowned hills, their slopes dotted 
with the little houses and field plots of a 
humble peasantry, or it opens on to exten
sive tracts, that here and there rise into jut
ting eminences, or sink into frequent narrow 
flats, watered by petty rills, in endless suc
cession. On the bare summits of the ranges 
of hillocks the rock crops out in numberless 
spots, and has a withered and uncouth as
pect ;tut down their sides, and in the spaces 
between, the soil, blessed by the gentle airs 
and soft rains of this southern clime, is 
bright with a vesture of the lichest green ; 
and the lowlands beneath, in many places, 
are evidently of admirable natural fertility. 
The traces of human industry, however, are 
but seldom apparent upon the landscape : 
the habitations of the occupiers of the soil 
are few in number and, almost always,mean; 
whole breadths of country remain uninclos
ed and untouched by the hand of man : 
over thousands of acres of brushwood and 
gorse encroach upon what ought to be fine 
grassland; and, above all, the lines of the
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numerous streams that, on a considerable 
margin along either bnnk, could easily he 
changed into meadows and pastures, are 
usually spongy and lonely marshes. The 
general character of the scene is that ol 
dreary and not pleasing solitude ; and what 
adds to its melancholy features is that occa
sionally you meet desert spaces, on which, 
amidst blotches of rank vegetation, you 
see the marks of ruined dwellings, and on 
which you hear that a dense population had 
once been crowded in spreading villages. 
Now and then, however, you liglit upon a 
spot where, amid the desolation usual around 
you see distinctly the signs of improvement, 
where fences divide reclaimed fields, where 
sheets of verdure are free from stones, 
where the sour moor has been made fertile, 
where the slated farmsterd rises from a neat 
garden, where everything has the interesting 
look of enterprize and successful industry. 
My conductor, to a casual question, said, 
“ Those are farmers who hold by lease ; 
wherever there is a lease you can easxTÿ~see 
it ;" and I can assert tlmt his observation 
was verified by my own enciuiry. and that in 
the rare instances where along this way you 
found an occupier in possession of a lease, 
you saw at once the evidences of better cul
tivation. The consequences of this security 
of tenure were especially conspicuous in the 
case of one small tract on the road side, 
marked off from those immediately around 
by the neatness of the dwellings upon it, and 
by the comparative excellence of tne agricul
ture. This is part ofthe estate of Mr.M’Carthy 
Downing, now M. P. for the county cf Cork, 
a gentleman who, having risen to eminence 
and made a considerable fortune as a lawyer 
purchased largely in the Landed Estates 
Court, gave almost all his tenants leases, 
and ' ofdeservèdîÿ enjoys the reputation 
being a judicious and liberal lundloid.

After a long drive through scenery of this 
kind you reach the little town of Skibbereen, 
lying along the banks of the winding lien. 
This theatre of the darkest tragedy that ihe 
famine of 1846 witnessed now shows few 
traces of the awful past ; it seems a tolerably 
thriving place, though not in a special way 
progressive. It is tne only town of any size 
in the neighbourhood, and, as I understand, 
is a pretty good market ; but, except that 
it has a rather fine convent and market-place 
of respectable extent, its public buildings 
are without interest. The country around 
for many miles, though not picturesque upon 
the whole, is nevertheless very suggestive to 
a student of the Irish land question. Tow
ards the sea it rises in many spots into irreg
ular chains of craggy hills that seem to 
fçpcç put the near Atlantic, and that show
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like masses of stony billows, prolonged in a 
continuous roll, as you look over the lines 
of their crests; but, here and there, it 
spreads into valleys or settles down into flat 
lowlands, on which vegetation expands rich
ly, and streams speed on their way to the 
ocean. On the landward side it is of the 
kind which I .have already attempted to 
describe, expanses broken by rugged hil
locks, and siretching drearily to the horizon, 
yet, all through, divided by fertile spaces, 
and channelled by waters that run slowly 
through morasses they ought to render fruit
ful. Throughout the whole region the 
higher lands seem to break out into deserts 
of rocks ; and these peep out in numberless 
places even in the most fertile spots beneath; 
so that agriculture on a large scale would be 
extremely difficult upon such areas, and 
wherever they happened to be cleared and 
reclaimed the work of improvement would 
be distinctly apparent. In the intervals 
between the barren tracts, and wherever the 
soil is kindly and rich, you see occasionally 
little farms and homesteads, and now and 
then a considerable dwelling rises from the 
midst of an extensive enclosure. The signs 
0f husoandry are, however, few ; the lands 
under corn are very small ; and the face of 
the country is generally that of rudeness as 
yet unsubdued by man, and yet capable of 
very great improvement. The whole region, 
with its stony breadths, yet its lrequent nooks 
ot admirable fertility, seemed to me exactly 
of such a kind as would repel the capitalist 
farmer, yet singularly adapted to be the do
main of a hardworking ana vigorous peasan
try, who, secure in their possession of the 
soil, would be able gradually to call out its 
resources.

Unfortunately, however, the occupiers of 
this tract, at the time of the crisis of 1846, 
had been for ages a poor, struggling race, 
who, under the domination of landlords 
rather more improvident or harsh, as a body, 
than usually had been the case in Ireland, 
merely vegetated on the land as tenants at 
will, and, without encouragement to their 
industry, eked out a bare and precarious 
existence. The spaoe for the production 
of corn being scanty on these unenclosed 
wilds, they were confined to the potato alone 
for food ; and, under the stimulus ol that 
treacherous root, they increased on the soil 
in prolific swarms, their numbers being fur
ther augmented through the facilities afford
ed along the coast for fishing. An immense 
population had thus grown up ; and in those 
days, I am told, that their dwellings were 
seen aggregated in rude hamlets on most of 
the spots that could be called fruitful, their 
ill-trained labour,
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neverthelsas, in spite of
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every disadvantageous circumstance, carry
ing slowly forward a kind of improvement 
over the rough and stony wilderness 
around. The potato blight came ; and in 
a few weeks these wretched multitudes, 
flying from the soil which had denied them 
their poor subsistence, flocked into the few 
towns in the neighbourhood, and, huddled 
into masses of starvation, appealed hope
lessly to charity for succour. Skibbereen 
was the centre of these terrible-scenes ; 
and there, for the space of several months 
went on the battle against famine, hosts of 
victims falling in the deadly struggle, yet 
thousands, too, being gloriously saved 
through the exertions of splendid munifi
cence. It is not my intention to describe 
how, in numberless instances, death closed 
his vulture wing over perishing sufferers ; 
how fever accelerated the onset of starva
tion, and fell alike upon high and low ; 
how, day after day, lean and hideous 
corpses were shot from carts into graveyard 
heaps ; with what mute despair the survi
ving crowds of misery beheld their numbers 
dwindle, and received each time, as though 
it were the last, the dole that scarcely pro
longed existence ; how, as ever has been in 
these dire emergencies, human nature, 
breaking from the restraints of custom, dis
played itself in its genuine character, and 
heroic virtue, pious resignation, self-devotion 
of the most touching kind, were seen con- 
conspicuously with inhuman selfishness, 
remorseless cruelty, and reckless outrage. 
Taceamus de istis, ne augeamus dolorem. 
Saye for a broad, open space in an adjoining 
graveyard, the unnamed catacomb of the 
famished dead, tho kindly touch of Time 
has effaced most of the signs of that dire ca
lamity, and we should dwell on it only for 
the reflections it must suggest to a social 
enquirer. Yet, to give an idea of the havoc 
accomplished by that fearful disaster, I may 
mention that more than one village has 
completely disappeared, blotted out from 
even official records ; and I write with the 
return before me which shows that the pop
ulation of three townlands, which amounted 
in 1841 to 711 souls, had fallen in 1861 to 
156, a reduction I suppose it would be hard 
to parallel.

Under the stress of the events of 1846-7, 
the land system of this neighbourhood may 
be said to have almost gone to pieces, and 
society itself was near dissolution. During 
the awful trial the landlords, as a class, be
haved as ordinary men would do ; some 
betrayed indifference to the misery around 
them, absorbed in thought about their own 
troubles ; a few terror-stricken at the résous 
of a redundant population neglected and
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depressed, availed themselves Recklessly of 
the occasion, and swept away the lingering 
occupiers pf their estates ; some in a nobler 
and wiser spirit, acknowledged that a visi
tation of Providence imposed on them a 
weighty obligation, and made large sacrifi
ces to assist the peasantry. Among these 
last 1 have much pleasure in mentioning the 
name of Mr. Townsend, now Judge of the 
Admiralty Court of Ireland ; I have heard 
from the lips of many witnesses of his hu
manity during the years of the famine, and 
far and near he has the reputation of being 
one of the most beneficent of landlords. I 
am truly happy to be able to report that 
kindliness and justice have been rewarded 
in a conspicuous manner around Skibbereen; 
with rare exceptions, the “cleared” estates, 
thrown into large farms ill suited to the 
district, or occupied by strangers ignorant 
of its requirements, have not prospered, aud 
yield low rents ; those on which the peasan
try have been protected are evidently in a 
better condition, even under at, Tin favorable 
system of tenure. As might have been ex
pected, the shock given to society in this 
neighbourhood by the famine was not with
out clearly marked effects ; a great deal of 
landed property changed hands ; and the 
general result has been that the management 
of estates in this district displays differences 
of a most singular kind, within short distan
ces. The majority of the proprietors, I re
gret to say, have gone on in the old ways, 
and, either forgetful of what had occurred 
or satisfied that the population stands now 
at a point at which it cannot become a bur
den, have done hardly any thing to improve 
their estates, and have suffered the occupiers 
of them to remain iu the helpless position 
of tenants at will, in some instances much 
too highly rented. The consequence is that 
these es'ates, compared with others in hap
pier circumstances,seemed smitten, as it were, 
with barrenness aud neglect ; the peasantry 
on them do dnly as much as will enable 
them to live and pay their rent, and signs of 
that daring industry which requires time for 
a return with profit are wanting. In these 
instances the dwellings are usually wretched. 
Few atti mpls have been made to clear away 
the stones that encumber even the rich low
lands ; baldly a drain furrows the marshy 
swamps ; and though the landlords say very 
truly that they are satisfied with their well- 
paid rents, the resources of the land are not 
half developed. The situation of a few other 
estates is wholly And most conspicuously 
different. Taught by experience, or from 
some other cause, a rather larger number of 
the landlords in this district than would be 
considered elsewhere an average—the prin-
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cipal proprietor near Skibbereen, the repre
sentative of the family of Castle Townsend, 
giving a very honourable and striking exam
ple—have within the period of the last 20 
years granted liberal leases to many of t heir 
tenants ; and the difference between holdings 
of this class and those occupied as tenancies 
at will is really surprising to an eye-witness. 
On these estates you behold the march of 
improvement going steadily on ; the square 
of green emerges from the stony slope, 
enclosed and rich with exuberant herbage ; 
the clouds drop fatness on what was a 
swamp, destroyed formerly by these abun
dant showers ; the slated dwelling rises 
along the hill ; a picture of rural comfort 
and ease dots the face of the generally 
melancholy landscape. The peculiar char
acter of the lands of the district, requir
ing intense exertions to reclaim, but fcften 
singularly rich when reclaimed, makes the 
contrast in the highest degree remarkable.

In his evidence before a Parliamentary 
Committee Mr. M’Cartliy Downing perti
nently remarked that in his neighbourhood 
you could see at a glance where a lease 
did arid didZnoT "exist. My observation
verifies his ̂ statement" ; and though the 
effects of security ot tenure are visible in 
almost every part of Ireland, I never saw 
them so clearly revealed as rn some instan
ces in this district. 'these facts point to 
a variety of conclusions relating to the 
land question of Ireland. Taken as a 
body, the peasantry about here are üot 
apparently an energetic race ; you would 
not call them assiduous in improving, al
though with exceedingly rare exceptions 
they alone have done anything for the land, 
and a careless observer, beholding the 
hovels, the dirt, the slovenliness but too 
common, would pronounce them worthless, 
idle, incorrigible. Yet look at the very 
same people in the little holdings on which 
they have been securely settled, and though 
some of their habits have not disappeared, 
though not so cleanly and independent 
as you could wish, and they have too much 
of the aspect of the serf, still you" would 
call them decidedly industrious aud really 
successful in their exertions to change and 
adorn the rough work of Nature. This 
difference, palpable and distinct, is due to 
their having certainty of possession ; the 
consciousness that they toil for themselves, 
not for others, speeds them on cheerfully 
in their labours ; in their case, as has been 
truly said, the sense of property may turn 
sand and rock into gold. Granted that 
this population of Southern Munster are 
not so hardy and vigorous a breed as that 
which springs from a Teutonic stem, and
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granted, further, that you cannot expect to 
lift the ji suddenly up in the social scale by 
any device of legislation ; yet, when you 
perceive the obvious effects upon their na
ture and industrial life of precarious and 
determinate occupation, of labour exposed 
to ruinous interference and of labour given 
free scope and safety, do not doubt that it is 
rather their misfortune than their fault ^hat 
so many of them are unprogressive /and 
listless, and do not suppose that they, [too, 
cannot advance under the known conditions 
required for the advance of humanity. 
Above all. let us cease to condemn men as 
lazy, good Tor nothing, and reckless who, 
Ea great variety of instances, are in a po
sition sure to call out and develope these and 
kindred vices : and let us not listen to the 
wretched plea put forward by ignorance or 
interested prejudice, that, after all they 
have been disturbed but seldom during the 
last few years, they are practically safe as 
tenants at will, and they have themselves 
to thank if they do not prosper. Recollect
ing the events which succeeded the famine, 
and the wholesale evictions which then oc
curred, such excuses are really worse than 
foolish, and even at best they are little more 
than trifling. All experience has shown that 
certainty of possession is a necessary condi
tion of the well-being of an occupier, and 
to imagine that he can thrive without it, un
less he is secured the value of his improve- 
ments, is to imitate the example of 1he 
besotted tyrant who charged the most ener
getic of races with idleness because he re
fused them the very requirements essential 

Vto make their labour productive, 
s It is in the case of districts like these that 
the advocates of “ fixity of tenure,’’ at rents 
to be regulated by the State, seem to have 
most to say for themselves. You see whole 
tracts on which the proprietors have liter
ally never laid out one shilling, ns to which 
they have merely been a burden, from which 
they have contrived to raise rents, in some 
instances, high and oppressive. On these 
you see a race of occupiers who alone have 
done anything for the land, who have the 
capacity of doing a great deal more, yet 
whose energies are numbed and whose lands 
are kept Darren Dt-cause the circumstances 
of their tenure are usually incompatible with 
improvement. And, in striking contrast, 
you see the results of certainty of possession 
in the case of a few spots stamped on the 
face of nature, where, under liberal leases 
and rents fixed for a term, there is a distinct 
progress in- the social scale. In this state 
of things you are asked, “ If landlords 
chocse to be mere rent-receivers, ought the 
Legislature to view them in any other light,
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especially since the leaving them their exist
ing powers of keeping their tenantry in 
mere dependence, of arbitrary eviction, and 
of raising rents, is obviously injurious to 
the general welfare ? And if (Tie mere se
miring the oecupier in his holding for a 
limited time has such good effects, what 
by analogy would be the conse
quences of conceding him perpetuity of 
tenure ? And, as even perpetuity of tenure 
might be rendered worthless if it were pos
sible to destroy the occupier’s interest by 
rack-renting, must not the State, if the con
cession be intended to be of real use, deter
mine rent by a valuatyon. and settle a. 
maximum rate of it ?"

It woukfbc idlc to deny that theories like 
these are not only applicable in a dangerous 
degree to certain districts of this country, 
but contain a certain amount of truth. I 
shall examine the question more fully here- 
after, when I review generally the land 
system of Ireland, but I may now observe 
that it is only by considering the subject 
from one point of view, by departing from 
principles hitherto respected, and, above all, 
by keeping out of sight the probable results 
of the proposed measure, that arguments of 
this kind appear tenable. IGAant that a law 
of “fixity of tenure ’’and* State rent” 
would be politic in the case of many estates 
in Ireland, wo^uld it not be impolitic in the 
case of other estates perhaps as numerous ? 
And if such a law, in many instances—say 
those of small tenants at will—could, ac
cording to some notions respecting property, 
be reconciled with our sense of right, would 
it not be monstrous in the instance of capita
list farmers, no matter what the nature of 
their tenure, of whom many thousands exist 
in Ireland ? Is it not obvious that a law of 
the kind, from its very nature a general 
rule, would be in its essence an indefensible 
wrong ? Moreover, if, as may be fairly 
argued, the object of the intended change, 
legitimate security for the Irish tenant, can 
be attained by any other process, more 
equitable in Its application and working, 
and less subversive of existing rights, ought 
we not to adopt the less violent remedy, and 
prefer reform to mere revolution? And 
what, probably, would be the consequences 
of converting the occupiers of the soil in 
Ireland into owners at a quit-rent fixed by 
the Government ? Passing by the minor 
evils that would follow in numberless in
stances the expropriation of all the landlords 
of a generation, would not two mischiefs of 
a general kind, inherent to the scheme, and 
widely pernicious, ensue almost as a natural 
result? Would not the periodical re-valua
tion of the 11 State rent," a part always of

> ;
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u/ these plans, inevitably tend to discourage
‘***A**- improvement, since it wquM make it they improvement, rtirt' ■***

jnterest of every holder of toe land to have
jt'in as ba3~a state as possible at certain re
curring intervals of time, in all probability 
near each other ? And, without disparaging 
Irish nature, but taking it simply as it is, 
would not perpetuity of tenure, as far as we 
can see, lead ultimately to runious subdivi
sion and the creation of whole masses of 
impoverished occupiers ?

it is, however, a very different question 
whether the state of things that exists in a 
district like this ought to be suffered to 
continue as it is ; whether the occupiers of 
the soil ought not to be placed under con
ditions of tenure so reasonably secure as no 
protect claims they actually have, and to 
encourage their industry for tire future ; 
whether the laws that regulate their rela
tions with their superiors ought not to be so 
modified as to promote, and not to retard, 
improvement. Without indicating here the 
specific means by which I trust these ends 
might be attained, within the measure of 
the reformer’s power, I shall merely observe 
that I am convinced they can be reached 
without having recourse to expedients essen
tially unfair and unsound, by keeping strictly 
within the line of justice, by making our 
legislation in this matter at once respect 
the true rights of property and yet boldly 
follow enlightened principles.

LAND QUESTION , , , .
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more sublime features. A long descent 
from the top of the range leads you into the 
little town of Kenmare, a singularly neat 
and well-built village, part of the adjoining 
property of Lord Lansdowne. After leaving 

enmare you again rise tor several miles

No. XIX.
23.Killarney, Uct.

A thick Scotch mist hung over the 
country and shut out the landscape while I 
was making my way from Skibbereen on 
the first stage oi my journey to this place.

4*did not care about the obscuring influence
VjTo long as I was driving over the tracts 

described in my last letter ; but I was sorry 
■the face of nature was hidden as I approach
ed the coast line, where, near tiantry, the 
sea runs into its landlocked bay, surrounded 
by overhanging mountains. When I had 
reached Glengariff the mist-wreaths yielded 
to the noon-dav sun j and, as they rolled 
away before his increasing light,the exquisite 
outlines of that beautiful spot, the portal of 
the hill country of Kerry, were suddenly 
revealed in their fairest aspect. You now 
go through a series of glens where streams 
brawl down fantastic rocks, through woods 
opening into devp green valleys, until, as 
you ascend the road which leads to the sum
mit of the mountain range that divides the 
counties of Cork and Kerry, you pass into 
acenery that combines rare loveliness with

- "/tyCy £ £

along a tract of uplands, when all at once a 
turn of the road opens to the sight stretch
ing far onward, the enchanting region of 
mountain and lake, known in many lands by 
the name of Killarney.

I have now reached what, in a special 
manner, is the seat of the aboriginal race 
which at one time held the whole of this 
island. “ The Kingdom of Kerry,” as it 
was once called, Is a long and irregular strip 
of land, which, faced by the sea and high 
ranges of hills, forms the western verge of 
the province of Munster. Except at two or 
three favoured spots, formed by the valleys 
of its short rivers, its soil is of inferior fer
tility, and, speaking generally, it is a wild 
mountain tract, divided occasionally by 
rather poor uplands, indented by deep es
tuaries and bays, and swept by the storms 
and rains of the Atlantic. At an early 
period a few Norman settlers established 
themselves in this highland region, and it 
was invaded afterwards by Elizabethan 
colonists, and, to a certain extent, by Crom
wellian soldiers, who, however, it is said, 
expressed their disgust at “ the heritage the 
Lord had given them by lot,” and some of 
whom made over their worthless portions.. 
to the sagacious author of the Voym SunittjfK
the modern Doomsday Éook of Ireland, Sir
William Petty, ancestor of Lord Lansdowne. 
These to reign elements appear, however, to J 
have never had an overwhelming influence ;/ 
and scattered among their hilly lastnesses, 
in a fjw instances under the descendants of 
ancient chieftains piously revered, in others 
under more recent masters, the children of 
the soil for ages lived in the rude simplicity 
of Celtic society. In this secluded and re
mote district something like the clan system 
seems to have lingered down to the middle of 
the last century ; and to this day the people 
of , Kerry are, perhaps, more clanish in 
their ideas, more like what~ we should con^ 
ceive as a tribe, than those of most other 
parts of Ireland. In this way society in 
Kerry escaped comparatively tree from the 
terrible convulsions which, in the age of 
confiscation and conquest, broke up its 
mould in so many other countries ; and its 
peasantry multiplied upon the soil, half 
serfs, indeed, but not oppressed serfs, and 
sufficiently contented with superiors, as a 
class, rather-, more than ordinarily easy or 
thoughtless, almost to the beginning of this 

( generation. The famipe, indeed, of 1848

, — lusA

seems to have be 
shock ever sufferer 
whole ; yet, thougl 
occurred were imn 
effects, it still re la 
peculiar and chan 
people of Kcfry 
race j and though i 
injured in some mi 
they show all the 
acter. They are i 
cjful, sensitive, aj 

, tjieir sympathies, \ 
j in respect those i 
' anctent tradition. 

are jealous and irri 
and unprogressive 
sicnable and fiery,

I a steady, or courag 
7 always be more ini 
' for its useful quali 

The general so- 
not without som 
Kerry is, for the 
county, a nursery 
active kine which, 
lands and hills, are 
in richer lands, 
deal of agriculture 
tural tracts'are tc 
pastures extend ale 
and the Feale, and 
bourhood of Traie 
whole, are reason 
better than those < 
Cork—one probal 
late the trade of t 
more lucrative t 
farmer. The wag 
are at the same avi 
Munster—that is, 
week ; and thougl 
known estates, the 
ers are usually bat 
fairly clad ana fed 
bits of land, and pi 
mountain districts, 
from about 50s. tl 
pastures to about 6 

, soils, and here, as 
the distinction that 
usually let low, a 
rather highly rente 
in this county in a 
ferent estates, taki 
value, and it is not 
of it, for whole tr 
in the gross, and ii 
rent of a farm inch 
of commonage. 1 
some complaints ( 
impression left on



ong descent 
you into the 
gularly neat 
he adjoining 
Vfter leaving 
veral miles 
ill at once a 
ght stretch- 
t region of 
,ny lands by

i a special 
•iginal race 
ole of this 
■ryas it 
sgular strip 
a and high 
•n verge of 
t at two or 
the valleys 
iferior fer- 

is a wild 
onally by 
r deep es- 
he storms 
an early 

atablished 
ion, and it 
izabethan
'EyTrogk. 
t is said, 
ritatre the
1 some of 
portions., 

a Sunsëü/y 
iland, Sir 
nsdowne. 
wever, to j 
ifluence;, 
aînesses, 
idants of 
in others 
ildren of 
implicity 
and re-

! people 
lish in
ITT con
st other 
:iety in 
•obi the 
age of 
up its 
and its 
1, half 
fs, and 
i, as a 
sasy or 
of this 
f 1848

IRELAND. 83

seems to have been probably the rudest 
shock ever suffered by this community as a 
whole ; yet, though the changes which I hen 
occurred were immense and lasting in their 
effects, it still retains in a great degree its 
peculiar and characteristic features. The 
people of Kerry are a thoroughly Celtic 
race ; and though a variety of influences lias 
injured in some measure their finer nature, 
they show all the marks of the Celtic char
acter. They are shrewd, quick-witted, fan- 
ciful, sensitive, affectionate if you touch

/their s'ympatEies, prone to submission, amT 
tn respect those connected with them ’bjL
anment tradition. On the other ha’rid they
nrejealous and irritable, tenacious of custom, 
and unprogressive, and, above all, impres
sionable and fiery, rather than persevering, 
steady, or courageous. Such a race will 
always be more interesting than remarkable 
for its useful qualities.

The general social condition of Kerry is 
not without some interesting features. 
Kerry is, for the most part, a pastoral 
county, a nursery of the breeds ot small 
active kine which, reared on the light up
lands and hills, are sent afterwards to fatten 
in richer lands. There is, however, a good 
deal of agriculture, though no large agricul
tural tracts'are found, and some very fine 
pastures extend along the banks of the Maine 
and the Feale, and in the immediate neigh
bourhood of Tralee. The peasantry, on the 
wholey are reasonably well off, decidedly 
better than those on the poor corn-lands of 
Cork—one probable reason being that of 
late"the trade of the cattle dealer has been 
more lucrative than that of the tillage 
farmer. The wages of the labouring class 
are at the same average here as elsewhere in 
Munster—that is, from about 6s. to 9s. a_ 
week ; and though, except on a Tew wetl- 
known estates, the dwellings of the labour
ers are usually bad, their ^habitants seem 
fairly clad ana fed, and some possess little 
bits of land, and privileges of grazing in the 
mountain districts. The rent of land varies 
from about 50s. the Irish acre on the best 
pastures to about 8s. or 10s. on the inferior 
soils, and here, as elsewhere, I have found 
the distinction that the fine grass lands are 
usually let low, and the thin corn-land is 
rather highly rented. Rent, however, varies 
in this county in a remarkable way on dif
ferent estates, taking areas of equal natural 
value, and it is not easy to form an estimate 
of it, for whole tracts are let in bulk sums 
in the gross, and in numerous instances the 
rent of a farm includes a payment for rights 
of commonage. Though I certainly heard 
some complaints ot rack rents, the general 
impression left on my mind was that there

was a less tendency to exaction in. Kerry 
than I found, unfortunately, in some parta 
of Cork, and that in this, as in other matters, 
there was an easier relation between landlord 
and tenant. Compared with the other dl- 
visions of Munster with whicIT it may be 
most fatly compared, Kerry is decidedly a 
progressive county ; and it deserves notice 
that this coincides with a reduction of popu- V, 
lation relatively small, and with a system of 
relatively small farms. During the vicissi
tudes ol the last fifteen years, the agricul
tural area of Kerry has actually extended— 
a most remarkaEle fact in Ireland—while 
that of Cork and Clare has diminished ; and 
the advance of the value of live stock in 
Kerry has been about equal to that of its 
more wealthy rivals. In Kerry, however, 
the decline of the population has been, as 
contrasted with Cork and Clare, as 50 to 92 
and 107 ; and the holdings in Kerry under 
501. are much more numerous in proportion 
than those in the two other counties.
Though I have not much confidence in sta
tistics, these facts are not devoid of interest, 
and there certainly is a good deal of evi
dence which tends to show that, even in 
material prosperity, the improvement of 
Ireland has not been greatest where emigra
tion has been most active, and the consoli
dation of farms on the largest scale.

The landed system of this county, con- 
sidered~as a whole, presents the chaiacter- 
istics of moral divisions, of gaps between 
classes, of tenant dependence and insecurity, 
and of want of legal protection for rights, 
admitted and sustained by usage ' only, to 
which I have so often referred. Viewed, 
however, even critically and in the abstract, 
it contains elements rather more happy 
than are usually found in other parts of i 
Munster, and it is fortunate in some peculiar 
circumstances. In Kerry, Catholic proprie- 
tors retain a good deal of territorial influ
ence, and this single fact, without throwing 
the least discredit on Protestant landlords, 
has a certain effect in mitigating the results 
of that infelicituous social phenomenon, re
ligious distinctions in Ireland marking the 
line between the owner and occupier of the 
soil. Let any one sceptical on thifc point
only visit Killarney and observe how the _
position and example of Lord Castlerosse./VJ1^ 
the representative of the House of Kenmare, 
not only affect his own estate, but operate 
in many ways to promote good feeling, sym
pathy. and kindly sentiment between the 
landed classes in the neighbourhood, afford 
countenance to the Catholic peasant, and 
even lessen his jealousy of what is called 
“landlordism” through the consciousness 
that, iu one notable instance, the tie of a

V,
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birth and station._________ - ..«.uu. in rxerry, more
over, as a general rule, estates are of con
siderable size ; and, as I have often remark
ed, the Irish tenant, in some cases a mere 
dependent, unable to make an equal contract, 

f. fares usually better unde--large proprietors,"Xjif/l,« a/( naturally less disposed to be harsh and ex- 
^acting, than under small men, whose breed- 
-ing and whose neèrïs render them more 

prone to severity or extortion. I'he large

_ superior emi- one instance of severity exercised towards 
In Kerry, more- teninta-at-will—a result occasionalTylilmost 
ates are of con- inevitable whero thn ««.— -*" •*

___  „ m cAioruon. I he large
landlords of Kerry, too, are resident in a 
greater number ol instances thiui is often 
found in the South West of Ireland, and 
several among them have made themselves 
conspicuous in encouraging improvement, 

i/k*- and in discharging faithfully the duties of 
I /, '} ./property. The beautiful estate of Mr. Vjj/jtijjJ> Herbert, of Muckross, which, wherever you 
I , lncet it, is known at a glance by the excel

lence of the farm buildings, the trim look of 
the fields and enclosures, and the neatness 
of the labourers’ cottages, is a remarkable 
example of this tendency ; and I have been 
informed that the sums b «rrowed by pro
prietors in Kerry under the acts for the 
Improvement of Landed Property in Ire
land exceeded greatly the average propor
tion. On the whole, too, though with 
several exceptions, the.relation of landlord 

I and tenant in Kerry is more primitive and 
sustained h» — 11

____ — .mm—» result occai t____
inevitable where the owner of the soil is 
legally absolute, and the occupier is a mere 
dependent; and I have been informed of

vhon,Sffl wanned >1.» nod—,
. -lïïElUL? very disagree!

tm incïlried to TETKTc, too, from

/ kmTT'.T' .i i - r '-f 18 more primitive and sulfa,ned_ by ancient custom, and less mark- 
cdb^ selfishness or ill-will il,n„ i h^e fouliïï

lie tlie case in some other counties. 
Society here having been comparatively but 
little disturbed in the age of conquest, and 
the mere commercial spirit of dealing in land 
having not yet completely invaded this dis
trict, many estates in Kerry are still manag
ed in something like n patriarchal way, | 
rents continuing unchanged during a long f series of years and harsh changes of tenancy

, being unknown ; and 1ms system, tailing in 
vii„Vl.. ,«!.L -* 1 - - 1 *«■us uimnown ; and tins system, falling in 

exactly with the traditional genius of the 
Celtic character, more or less diffuses good 
feeling i>nd content. Nor is this manner of 
adlhinistering property incompatible with 
very great improvement, though it may 
render the process slow, and though it may 
require a good deal of tact, of patience, and 
of" kindW dexterity, to reconcile even to a
chantfA mr tho Knfto» «------- 1 - 1 ’

able duly. I am ...v.mcu iu mime, too, from 
much that I have heard, that the work of 
improvement which has been done in this 
county during the last 20 years has not been 1 accomplished on some estates without re
sorting to a good deal of harshness, and 
without a rather vexatious (Iiscipline ; and 
though it is only just to make a large allow
ance, for the difficulty of dealing with a-pea- 
santry not prone to change or to social ad
vancement, it is possible that, to a certain 
extent, zeal for what a superior may have 
thought to bo progress may Lave outrun the 
limits of true wisdom, and that annoyance 
at what is pronounced to be backwardness 
may have led to acts that savour of oppres 
sion. At least, 1 have been told that some 
“ clearances” occurred in Kerry after 1846 
that ought not properly to have been made.
I believe a system of regulations is in force 
on one or two properties which the tenantry, 
at all events, do not like ; and in a few ex
ceptional cases, perhaps, landlords here are 
disposed to treat their dependents in the 
spirit with which a civilized race sometimes 
views one ratliet rude and sluggish. I hardly 
venture to pronounce an opinion in a class 
of cases which has come under my no
tice, and which has been loudly con
demned by some persons. In the instance 
of two estates in this countv the owners J have, I understand, offered a number ofv,

to tPnn.nto.of V..:i1 -x____uuerea a numlleases to tenants-at-will at rents higher than 
tv ere before payable, and though many have 
acquiesced, the l'-.............

_____ , * umeve, assertw i-L-unciie even to a that the rents proposed are fair and reason-change fôrthe better a people wedded to its able, while the tenants declare that the ad- 
old habits and suspicious of the slightest vance is too great. an,l <k=* -------
intprfprpnno

Q ----- ------ .. J.vxyj/iv wcuueu IU Its
old habits and suspicious of the slightest 
interference.

This combination of circumstances makes 
the regulatiu.i of landlord and tenant in 
Kerry more gracious, as a general rule, than 
I have perceived it to be in some-other 
places. It is not, however, to be supposed 
that itjis wholly free from disunion and dis
cord, and that it has not produced complaints 
of grievances. I have heard of more than

... aim mougb many haveacquiesced, the tenants have unquestionably 
shown some disinclination to accent these 
interests. The landlords, I believe, assert
that the rents proposed are fair and reason
able, while thn ion" "*-■ A- '____—..auus- ucciare that the advance is too great, and that the terms of the 
leases are too severe ; nor is it improbable 
that both parties, thinking the Land Bill 
of next Session, will apply to tenancies-at- 
will only, are desirous, the one of pressing 
forward, the other, if possible, of avoiding 
the consummation of the change of tenure 
that would be effected through these con
tracts. I shall merely observe that it is per
haps unfortunate any proprietor at the
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present jüncture should bava adopted a 
course, quite right, perhaps, yet at least open 
to misconstruction, and that, on the other 
hand, on the supposition that these leases 
are tolerably just, the tenantry would be ex
ceedingly foolish if they hesitated to sign 
them in the vain hope of some impossible 
reform in Parliament.

Notwithstanding, however, that the rela
tion of landlord and tenant in Kerry is not 
generally harsh in its actual working, it is 
characterized in theory by that defect in the 
land system of Ireland which may ho de
scribed as its -worst mischief. With very 
large and honourable exceptions the pea
santry of Kerry have made Kerry what it is, 
have enclosed the country, in part reclaimed 
it, and covered it with dwellings made by 
themselves ; and yet, save in comparatively 
few instances, they are mere tenants-at-will 
with an annual possession. Now, I f cely 
admit that in many cases, especially those 
of very small holders, it may be inexpedient 
to grant leases, and even that, in certain 
circumstances, leases may be injurious to an 
estate by restricting the power of a good 
landlord. I am aware, too, that in Kerry 
and elsewhere the occupiers of some pro
perties, relying on ancient usage and the 
honour of their lords, may prefer tenancy- 
at-will matured by custom to a term marked 
out by definite contract, nor do I suppose 
that any system of leases would fïô a panacea 
to regenerate Irelnmj. ilut the state of 
fEings existing in Kerry and elsewhere, in 
which the occupiers of the soil have acquired 
rights in it, by expending on it the industry 
of years, yet arc liable to be driven from it 
at a few months’ notice ; in which what are 
vast moral claims lof property are not sup
ported even by safe possession-* in which 
titles to thlngs'in the peasant’s mind espe
cially sacred—the homo he has made, the 
field he has enclosed, the boundary he has 
drawn—are exposed to destruction by the 
stroke of a pen ; this extending over nine- 
tenths ot adlstrict is, in my judgment, not to 
be justified ; and at this point all that can 
be said for the land system of Ireland breaks 
down in argument. Such a condition of 
tenure, ns l have often pointed out, is not 
merely opposed to the progress of the coun
try ; it ala1 ms and irritates a vast class in the 
nation, keeps it in a state of nrecarious un
certainty on the land on which it has no 
hold, and tempts it to have recourse to vio
lent means to obtain the security denied it 
by law, It may be predicted that this ano
maly, which, admissible as an exception, is 
fatal as a rule, will not be allowed to con
tinue unchanged, though it is quite true that, 
from a variety of causes, the landlords of

Ireland have not, as a class, abused the evil 
privileges afforded by it. K, v > i

Nor let us suppose that there is no alter- . 
native between upholding this vicious'system 
and yielding to that cry of fixity of tenure 
which is really an exaggerated protest against 
it. It is, no doubt, true that in this and some . 
other counties the peasantry cherish obscure 
traditions of ancient tribal rights to the soil 
and that just now they are, more or less, ex- 
cited by wild revolutionary projects. These 
ideas, however, in part engendered by melan- ,
choly recollections never forgotten, and in ' 
part by a conviction perfectly just that those C 
who have done so much for the land have in ,r* 
truth and equity a charge mon it, would as
suredly disappear if, by any fair means, they , 
could obtain a reasonable certainty of pos- \ 
session. An amount of evidence, to my 
mind conclusive, proves that the Irish tenant, 
as a general rule, is quite satisfied with a 
just lease, proportioned in length to the. 
requirements of his land and not hampered 
by difficult conditions,—two points sometimes 
not borne enough in mind,—and that he will 
make great sacrifices to obtain such an in
terest. Nor can it be disputed that, speak
ing generally, and overlooking exceptional 
cases, the tendency of lea es in Ireland, as 
elsewhere, is as compared to tenancy-at-will 
to stimulate improvement and better cultiva
tion ; that, in short, in this, as in other 
countries, security is a condition of progress 
and, I will add, of social tranquility. That 
the Irish tenant is, somehow, incapable of 
estimating the value of a contract provided 
it bo a fair and just one, or that in general 
he prefers loose usage which may ruin him 
to a rational engagement that would protect 
him, is a tnost mischievous and stupid delu
sion. 'This county affords a good illustration _ 
of a truth I consider self-evident. Sir J ?iitie.!■*-o 

the brother of Daniel O’Connell, may be 
credited with understanding the Irish peasant, 
and it might bo imagined that he would 
manage the estate he possesses, not far from ' 

here, alter the fashion rather of a Celtic 
chief thf n according to English notions of w
contract. Yet, Sir James O’Connell, in 
most cases, gives his tenantry leased, and 
they are glad to get them ; and it may bo 
added, that this very clear-headed man 
makes all permanent improvements on his 
lands himself—a remarkable instance of his 
perception of one great fact in the Land 
Question of Ireland. /y

Kerry is all but free from agrarian crime, 
and the agrarian spirit is not strong in it.
This is partly because the relations between 
the landed classes in this county are on a 
better footing than in some other places, 
an

tter footing than in some other places,
5 partly because these pure Celts, exci

— CjUk*
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table, bat not resolute or stern, have not the 
faculty of combination, or uniting steadily 

' t 1 with a common object. It is a most signifi- 
'Twrafo cant fact that, excepting Wexford, agrarian-

ism in Ireland has always prevailed in the 
— counties abounding In English blood. There 

was a short lived Eeman ri3ing in Kerry. 
, *» but it subsided quickly, and came to nothing ;

^t/tn and -though I fear the tenants felt too much 
of blind and aimless sympathy with it, 
Kerry is not deeply affected by the Fenian 
spirit. This may be ascribed in some degree 
to the efforts and exâmplëof Dr. Moriarty.
theTtoman Catholic bishop of Kerry, who
has been indefatigable in condemning all 

* ’ movements of a revolutionary kind, and all
i, / ( wild social theories and ideas. I have had

• the honour of more than one conversation 
with this eminent Prelate, and I rejoice to 
know that his views on the Land Question 
are temperate and just. I wish the same 
remark couliTEé made with îegard to some 
of the young Roman Catholic clergy, who .in 
too many instances are encouraging their 
flocks at this crisis in a rain agitation. 
Surely on every groqpd of duty and policy 
those who exercise a vast spiritual influence 
over a generous, interesting, but too credu
lous people ought not to hold out expec
tations to them which Parliament, I am con
vinced, will disappoint 1

No. XX.

A»..

ClIFDKK, CoKNKMAUA, Oct. 30. ~
As I have yet a great deal of Ireland to ex

amine, and my time will not allow delay, I 
‘ have hurried from Killarney to this place, 

_i j a refuge among the wilds of Connaught.
, The scenejyT have passed through itftbis 
Jong journey, though seldom beautiful or 
picturesque, is, nevertheless, not without in
terest to a student of the Irish Land Ques- 

' ' lion. The train from Killarney runs along 
a district of light, half-enclosed uplands, be- 

v* v ‘‘'■side the base of a high range of hills, until, 
leaving Mill-street, it approaches the fertile 

• valley of the Blackwater, which it skirts
until it reaches Mallow. From that little 
town it shoots into the region of magnificent 
pastures, enclosed within the triangle formed 
by Charlevillo, Limerick, and Tipperary, 
and which, left as it is to nature, and need
ing everywhere drainage and fencing, is, 

x notwithstanding, save some parts of Meath, 
Ahe finest grass-field, perhaps, in Great 

>r*.. a Britain. Leaving Limerick, I went through
a bleak, treeless country, where occasion
ally bright oases of green, and here and 
there the abode ofS gentleman, broke the

dreariness of flats often strewn with stone, 
the landscape marking clearly the rare spots 
where industry had been applied to the soil 
I halted only a tew hours at Ennis, but 
drove through a considerable part of Clare, 
which combines curiously fine tracts of pas
turage aud lowlands usually injured by 
moisture, with vast expanses, half-grass, 
half-rock, the whole capable of much im
provement, yet, generally, lying in its native 
state, save where in places you see the 
little farms and homes of the peasantry. 

jThe scenery from Ennis to A theory is of 
this character, but sti^more barren ; and a 
long succession ot pHl uplands, now and 
then opening into wildernesses rf stone, 
leads the traveller to the ancient towu of 
Galway, The quaint old houses and narrow 
streets of “the City of the Tribes” have 
been often described ; but the municipal 
pomp of Galway has passed away ; hardly 
a sail is seen in , the noble bay which 
stretches to the near Atlantic ; and the place 
has not a look of dfresperiiy. From Galway 
the road to. Oughtvrard goes through a rude 
country where irregular fields are edged by 
interminable walls of stone : and having 
caught some glimpses of Lough Corrib, you 
find yourself in tho melancholy wilds of 
mountain, tarn, and far-spreading moor, 
which form the territory of Connemara. 
Fresh from Killahiey, I could not admire a 
landscape which, ffom,the want of vegeta
tion, has a singularly barren and dreary 
aspect ; and of which life solitude seems 
now more sad, because the traces of ruined 
hamlets show that at one time it was more 
peopled than it is ; and I was nofsorry when 
the lights of Clifden began to glimmer 
acrots the waste,

jfhe scenery 1 have just passed through, 
apd, indeed much of that I have seen, and 
briefly described in previous letters, suggest 
reflections of some interest to an inquirer 
into the social state of this country. It is 
a fact which does not admit of djspute that 
the parts of Ireland 1 have visited have; 
since the events of 1846, very much im
proved on the whole ; that their husbandry 
is not what it once was, and that their wealth 
has largely increased ; nor-can it be doubted 
that all the classes connected with the soil 
are much better off than they were. But 
there are evidenpes of a counter current in 
this advancing tide of prosperity : for in
stance, nearly all the country towns I have 
seen arc more or less flagging, and the agri
cultural area of Ireland is decreasing, great 
as has been the addition to its live stock. 
There is, moreover, some reason to think 
that this progress might have been more 
decided ; and a good deal of proof has been

adduced to show that 
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sdduced to show that from 1790 to 1830 
tbe growth of opulence in Ireland was 
greater than from 1830 to the present 
time, the former being a perioo, too, 
of an increasing population and leasehold 
tenures, the latter a period of tenancies- 
at-will and an extraordinary decline in the 
population. Without deciding these intri
cate questions, it may be affirmed with cer
tainty that if tne improvement of Ireland 
has been great during the last 10 years the 
margin for improvement is still enormous, 
considering the country as agricultural only, 
and without regard to any other industry. 
Take, for example, the very diversified tracts 
traversed on my way from Killarney to 
Clifden. No doubt, until the increase of 
capital shall have considerably added to the 
value of every nock and cornér in those 
islands, it probably would hardly pay any 
one to reclaim some of the stony wilds and 
turf mosses of Clare and Galway. No doubt 
too, there are places in these counties that 
probably will always continue waste, for, 
even in the most highly cultivated lands, 
Nature seems to insist on keeping to herself 
spots that defy the toil of the husbandman. 
But on my way.^1 saw thousands of acres 
that might be woqrlrom barrenness to fer
tility ; and what I wish particularly to point 
out, these were often euch as a large farmer 
would avoid or leave in their present state, 
but such as are peculiarly fitted to attract 
and to reward the labour of an energetic 
and hard-working peasantry. Indeed, it 
wasf evident from the lingering traces of cul
tivation at some spots, that such a popula
tion at one time had collected on several of 
those tracts; but they were fast going back in
to primitive wildness, the children of the soil 
having vanished from them. As for the 
noble grass lands I went through, luxuriant 
and profitable as they are, their value would 
be greatly enhanced by a proper system of 
thorough drainage ; and I suppose their con
dition would have seemed barbarous to an 
agriculturist from Belgium or Holland.

Galway is a 'vast tract of mountain 
and plain, marked off into two great 
divisions by the water-line of Lough 
Mask and Lough Corrib. Its eastern 
part, extending to the Shannon, is a 
region of rather light lowlands, a pasture- 
field for flocks of innumerable sheep, or the 
tillage-grounds of the native peasantry, with 
some fine lands at occasional intervals ; its 
western is a breadth of bleak moor and hill, 
eaten into by the stormy Atlantic. Like 
Kerry, this region is the land of the Celt, 
and, like Kerry too, the vicissitudes of for
tune maintained it in a somewhat primitive 
state until the present century was consider-

Its firgj facial suzerains^/^jA 
Burghs, degenerated into

ably advanced. |
the Norman De Burghs, degenerated into 
Irish chieftairs ; though in part colonized by tw**1 w 
Elizabethan settlers, it nearly escaped tEe 
Cromwellian tempest, and alter that period v* w/y 

sway of a reckless*» f<j iWfunderthe 
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ittle change until the

it continued
_______ half ser;
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something of a clannish form,
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assumed
and until the events of 1846 the relation 
of. landlord apd tenant in Galway was 
somewhat of a patriarchal character. The 
famine, howeve -, and its effects made an Z 
immense revolt tion in this state of things jw 
vast clearances and evictions were effected ; 
a race of nelw proprietors was largely 
introduced ; and the children of the soil 
often fared ill in the struggles of life and its 
altered conditions. Yet the traditions of 
the past are still powerful ; and, taken as a 

, whole, the landed classes of Galway are still 
ess disunited than in some other counties 
it Iieland. Galway, looking back at the . 
last 20 years, is decidedly a progress!va^t« 
county ; its live stock has enormously nC 
creased, and its agricultural area has bnt 
little diminished, this as in the instance of 
some other districts coinciding with a sys
tem of rather small farms, and with a de
cline of population small by comparison.
There is not much that deserves notice in 
the social condition of the county, except, 
perhaps, that the aboriginal race seems to 
mo inferior to that of Kerry, and that a 
large proportion of Galway landlords have 
of late done much in the way of improve- a»
ment. As regards wages and the rate of 
rent, they do not require particular atten- n .., / 
tion, but several of the lately acquired es
tates are, I am disposed to believe,very high
ly rented. ;

Wlut I wish to consider in this letter are 
the circumstances of two or three estates in 
this and the neighbouring county of Clare, 
which throw a strong light on the Irish Land Z »
Question. In 1H57 the vast property ofthet<C^£'4 
late Marquis of Thomond in Clare was sold X 
in the Encumbered Estates Court, and por-^^»»»»ww.#cj 
lions having been broken into small lots „
were purchased by the occupying tenantry.
I examined one of these tracts and made 
enquiries about the rest, and the results are, 
certainly not without interest. In some in
stances the tenant proprietors retain and till 
the land themselves, and in these pros peril’ 
js the general rule and improvement is. foi1 
the most park evident. But In other instan- 
ces, from want of capital, or some other 
cause, tie purchasers have sub-let ihe’r 
holdings, and turned themselves into land 
lords, and here littIë~progresnï to be seem
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and the sub-tenants feel themselves in the 
Ar jy power of a class like the old grasping mid- 

djeman. “ Where Class Nô. 1 purchased,’’ 
TftMUtA writes an intelligent person, ‘‘vast improve-.. ---- ------------- -------—"O—* r;------ > ••*»* ‘mpruve-/Zy— ments are observable in the way of building, 

"•(ftiJM/ fencing, and in somefew*instances, draining.
Tn a word, they have applied a good deal of 

^labour to the land and are enjoying the 
f/uits of their labour in the increased value 
of their holdings • . . . Class No. 2, with 
but few exceptions, had to take the stock 
from the land to sell it, in order to make 
up the purchase-money, and then let it to 
tenants, not at such rents as they themselves 
tield it at, but in some cases at twice and i 
thrice the rents. This class ot pcgTiandlordi I 
has certainly done a vast deal of harm in l 
the country ; being thems^ves hungry for 
money, they squeeze as much out of their 
unfortunate tenants as possible. . These 
lands, I aro sorry to say, with an odd excep
tion, are still unimproved, and are likely to 
remain so.”

In another instance, also in Clare, a 
small estate having escheated to the Crown, 
it became the duty of the law officers to 
provide for its management and adminis
tration. The tenantry were the ordinary 
Irish peasantry, holding areas of from 
three to 45 acres ; but they were tenants 
at will, at exorbitant rates ; and in the 
words of a gentleman who knows them 
well, “what with rents, taxes, with the j 

(ttUusC costs of evictions, drivers’ and sheriff’s 
fees, they were harassed and distressed to 

» the utmost.” The present Lord Chancel
lor of Ireland, then Attorney-General, di- 

i » « . reeled that thé rents should be reduced to

k* v.

V-
t a sum withyi the means of the tenants, 

and that leases for a term of 31 years, 
with ordinary husbandry covenants, should 
be made to them, and my informant, whose 
credit is beyond dispute, proceeds,—“ The 

L JT result now is1, that they are a solvent and 
’ A*- respectable class of tenants» They are as i 

I independent wlili their Shiafl farms, nnd<| 
*•*'« as well able to pay their rent and other 

liabilities as any tenantry in Clare.' 'They 
aire every day adding to the fertility of 
their little farms by draining, fencing, sub
soiling, and building. . . . Although 

’ x‘* the present rent is much lower than the 
"k former, still the present landlord receives 

satisfactorily much more rent than any for
mer landlord ever did, much of the former 
rent being spent in distraining, bailiffs’ 

V and sheriff^’ fees, ejectments, and other 
• legal expenses.

a In the instance of the Thomond estate 
< we see a remarkable illustration of the ad

vantage of a small proprietary under certain 
conditions, and of the dangers incident to

such a creation. The tenant purchasers who 
cultivate their lands themselves have done 
well and improved their holdings, but a ten
dency to subdivision has become manifest, 
and in these cases there has been no pro
gress, and a harsh class of middlemen has 
been One consequence. The instance of the 
estate leased by the Crown is another exam
ple of the extraordinary benefit conferred 
by giving security to a tenant, under a fair 
lease, on reasonable conditions—two re
quirements, it is unnecessary to say, essen
tial to make this kind of contract of any 
value to the occupier in Ireland, and not 
always sufficiently borne in mind. I turn 
now tb an instance which shows thq inherent 
mischiefb of absenteeism under certain con
ditions, and the haroships resulting from the 
change to a commercial from a patriarchal 
system, in the management of a single es- » 
tats. A traveller from Uughterard to Clif- r 
den goes for miles/through a vast lonely 
tract of bog, waste, ahd heathery mountain, 
enclosed only in a fev\places, and here and 
there revealing, at distant-intervals the green 
spots that mark a ruine’d village once the 
abode of a vanished population. This tract 
is only a part of what was the enormous do
main of a family well known in the local an
nals of Galway, and conspicuous for its hos
pitality and its recklessness. The "lords of this 
region preferred to have a devoted tenantry 
to letting their rude wastes at the highest 
value ; and gradually, even on these bleak 
hills and moors, a peasantry was aggregated 
in considerable numbers, whose rude toil 
made isolated points fertile, and who led a 
not unhappy existence. The famine came, 
and this vast territory, incumbered previous
ly far beyond its value, fell into the hands 
of a Corporation, which thus found itself at 
a critical juncture called upon to discharge 
the duties of property, ajid intrusted with 
the care of this mass of humanity. Every 
qllowancq-ought in fairness to be made for 
a be dy placed in such a position, but certain
ly the administration of this immense tract, 
since it came under the management of the 
strangers, has attracted painful attentipn. 
The rental of. the estates has been enormous
ly raised ; an official return before me re
cords that the society, between 1850 and 
1869, caused or procured the eviction of not 
less than 1,442 families. It is said that, 
rules of extreme stringency, unintelligible 
to the peasantry, were until lately rigidly en
forced, and it cannot be doubted that some 
dealings of the company were of a harsh 
tendency. They have also been charged 
with want of generosity during the distress 
in 1861-2, ana even with obstructing the 
developement of the district, though I be
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lieve that this was reaily due to legal diffi
culties arising from their deed of incorpora
tion. From all I have heard, no blame 
attaches to the present agent of this im
mense property. But judges, statesmen, and 
high official servants have censured acts of 
this association. The subject has been men
tioned in Parliament, and I wound the feel
ings of no individual person when I say that 
the Law Life Assurance Company, the 
successors of the Martins of Ballinahineh, 
are considered severe landlords.

No. XXI.
Galway, Nov. 4.

A traveller who ascends a lofty mountain 
in order to obtain a comprehensive view of 
an extensive landscape in all its aspects, 
halts usually at some stage ir. his journey to 
behold the scene which is gradually untold- 
ing its character before him ih its true pro- 
nortims. He has not yet reached the high, 
free summit from which, with no interven
ing obstacles, and conside'ing the prospect 
from every side, he can form an es:imat • of 
all that it discloses, and thoroughly grasp
ing its different features, can throw out a 
complete description of it. But he feels 
that a part at least of the country which he 
wishes to survey stands revealed before him, 
and he pauses to take a glance at it, and to 
interpret in its general outline, before he 
speeds on his road upwards. 1 have attained 
a point in an investigation—intended so far 
as time will permit, to examine the Land 
Question of Ireland, in its different bearings, 
at a variety of places—at which, before I 
proceed further, 1 shall endeavour to indi
cate, in a general way, certain broad results 
that have impressed themselves on my un
derstanding with decisive force during the 
course of a tour, now of several months, 
through Leinster, Munster, and a main 
division of Connaught. My remarks will in 
no sense forestall the elaborate review in 
minute detail of the land system of Ireland 
as a whole which I hope to prcser.t to your 
readers ; still less will they deal with the 
peculiar measures required, in my judgment, 
to reform that system ; but they will, I hope, 
bring together and express clearly what has 
hitherto necessarily been put forward in 
these letters in a desultory manner, and may 
even suggest a sound tram of thought with 
reference to the Land Question as it exists 
in three of the four provinces of Ireland.

Were I obliged to describe in a single 
sentence thejpAructeristics of the land sys
tem of IrelaajE, in its Eastern, Southern, and 
Western dissions, I should say that they 
combine, curiously, a reasonable extent of

material prosperity with formidable and 
widespread moral disorder. "It is, no doubt, 
true that, considered as a whole, the agricul
ture of Leinster, Munster and Connaught is 
still in a very backward state, that hundreds 
of thousands of acres require draining, that 
whole districts capable of improvement re
main unenclosed and unreclaimed, and that, 
even in the actual area of husbandry, the 
resources of the soil, in innumerable places, 
are developed in a most imperfect way ; nor 
is there the least sign that the wealth of 
these provinces will turn from the land to 
manufacturing industry. It is true also that, 
of the immense class of the occupiers of the 
soil in these portions of Ireland, a consider
able fraction is exceedingly poor, and that 
in sortie counties the small holders of land 
are in a depressed and indigent state ; nor 
is it less certain that the agricultural labour
ers are not always in a prosperous condition, 
after making every proper allowance for 
their natural position in the "social scale. It 
would be idle, too, to say that the material 
burden of “ landlordism” is not occSçjon- 
ally oppressive, or that a good many estates 
are not ower-rented. Speaking generally, I 
have found over-renting more prevalent in 
the South aud South- west than in the Mid
land and Eastern counties ; and, as might 
have been expected, the light corn lands, 
for which the poorpeasantiy, for the meat 
part, compete, are, as a rule, relatively at a 
higher rent than the rich pastures aud line 
tillage tracts often in the hands of capitalist 
farmers. Notwithstanding, however, these 
drawbacks, the materia}.' condition of this 
vast part of Ireland is, on the whole, very 
far from bad, especially for a purely agri
cultural countrv, audits material progiess 
during the last 20 years has been, in my 
opinion, great and decisive. I shall not, at 
present, enter into statistics ; suffice it-to say 
that every known test of economic science 
confirms the conclusion that in Leinster, 
Munster and Connaught alike agriculture is 
much better than it was; that the wealth of 
these provinces has largely augmented, that 
nothing like general destitution exists, and 
the comforts of life are tolerably fairly dif
fused among the various classes connected 
with the land. Much as remains to be yet ac
complished, whole tracts have been surpris- 
singly improved ; it may be said that 
i omparatively few districts are without signs 
of this ameliorating precess ; and the im
provements effected by the landlord class, 
in some instances of an admirable kind, are 
very considerable as contrasted with the 
period ot the Devon Commission. The ten
ant farmers, too, in very many cases, are 
wealthy, or in easy circumstances ; as a body
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they are not sunk in poverty as they were 
too often before 1846 ; and even the small 
holders, though usually poor, cannot be 
said to be in a state ot wretchedness. As 
for the condition of the agricultural labourer 
it is sodiethiug utterly different from what it 
op ce was ; the miserable serf who in former 
years was continually on the verge of pau
perism is now fairly rewarded „ for his toil, 
and earns wages probably hardly lower than 
those of the same order in Devon and Som
erset ; and though this change has been at 
a terrible cost, I shall not argue as to its 
national advantage. It may be asserted, tco, 
without fear of contradiction, that if in some 
districts rents are too high, they are not soy 
as a general rule ; that the pressure of renti
compared with the returns of farming, is'
much less than it formerly was ; that the ten-

among the landed classes are far 
less numerous than at a not distant pe
riod. The instances of injustice that may 
be directly ascribed to the evil spirit of 
Protestant ascendency are wholly insignifi
cant in point of number, though, indirectly, 
the influence of that spirit is not without 
very plain consequences. The general 
11 clearances ” and evictions, in some cases 
the inevitable results of the events of 1846. 
have ceased ; and the process of the conso
lidation of farms, the source of so much 
bad blood and ill-will, too, as a rule, are 
managed,not only better,but more humanely 

/rfffit the point of view of the ordinary 
tenant ; the middleman class of grasping 
landlords has been, with few exceptions,

lo
dency of rent to be regulated by the competi
tion of a half-starving population has in a per- 

......................efi ..............ceptible degree, declined ; that, in this res
pect,a decided revolution in the management 
of estates has been effected. I have certain
ly been visiting Ireland after a period of 
good harvests and prices ; yet, in a material 
point of view, the condition of Leinster, 
Munster, and Connanght, allowing, of 
course, for considerable exceptions, is not 
without real evidences of prosperity, is not 
such as ought to alarm a statesman, or lead 
him to suspect great social mischief.

Turning from the material state of these 
provinees to the relations between the 
owners and occupiers of the soil, apart 
from present excitement aud passion, there 
has been an improvement in some respects 
within the space of a single generation. 
Some, and probably not a few, landlords are 
more exact and zealous of progress than 
their predecessors of 30 years ago, and in 
this way may be occasionally vexatious. 
The general course of dealing with land has 
become, too, more strict and commercial 
than it was before 1846, and this has not 
seldom given offence to a peasantry tradi
tionally jealous and sensitive ; and m some 
instances, the Landed Estates Court has 
introduced a class of small, harsh landlords. 
Moreover, acts of a direct wrong, as a 
matter of course, may be laid now and then 
to the charge of some proprietors, os, simi
larly, acts of fraud, and misconduct—I do 
not speak of violence or crime—are now 
and then committed by a certain number of 
tenants ; such cases occurring more or less 
frequently in every relation of social life. 
But, considered fairly, the elements that 
compose the land system of this part of Ire
land would seem, in the abstract, to be 
blended more harmoniously than they once 
were: and the misdeeds of individuals

disfavour ; and landl

got rid of; the Court of Chancery no longer 
lays a heavy hand on a vast mass of landed
property ; and even the mischiefs of ab
senteeism have been, to a certain extent, 
mitigated, complete non-residence being 
now not common. Even agrarian crimes, 
whatever may be said, are few compared 
with what they were; and, in a word, 
many of the crying grievances and evils of 
the past have been diminished. It is simply 
untrue, too, that, .as a class, or even in a 
great many cases, landlords in these pro 
vinces oppress their tenants ; in fact, in 
general, they conform fairly enough to the 
usages of the country and their dependants’ 
wishes.. On the other hand, the tenant 
farmers, oh the whole, are no "longer the 
mere degraded peasantry they were in the 
days of their forefathers ; they have read, 
reasoned, and been taught a great deal ; 
and though this has been a not unmixed 
good, it has made them more manly and 
self-reliant than their predecessors ofanother 
age.

Yet, notwithstanding this material im
provement and this apparent change for the 
better in the general relations of the landed 
classes, at no period, certainly in thifnten- 
tury, was the land system of these three pro
vinces so condemned in opinion as it is 
now, or so fruitful of discontent and peril. 
It is only necessary to read an Irish news
paper to see that from Meath to Kerry, and 
from Galway to Cork, the tenant farmers 
are, in different degrees, dissatisfied with 
their existing position, and my own obser
vation fully confirms a conclusion that 
hardly admits of a question. Moreover, 
what is called “ landlordism ”—the order 
of things under which the soil is held in 
ownership by one class, and is ured or oc
cupied by one much more numerous—is 
described as fraught with wrong and in-

(ustice ; the very institution of property in 
and ia viewed with widespread dislike and
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disfavour; and landlords, as a body, I re- 
grèWo eay, stand comparatively isolated and 
opnoM by an increasing force of popular 
sentiment. At the same time the oiiginal 
principles that regulate rights connecied 
with land arc called into question and de
cried ; the whole system ot tenure generally 
prevalent is pronounced incompatible with 
the public good, and insupportable by the 
tenantry as a class ; and the social relations 
which are its results are characterized as no 
longer tolerable. It is widely proclaimed 
that landlords and tenants Stand towards 
each other as despots And serfs, that law 
arras the landlord with power destructive of 
the well-being of the tenant, and deprives 
the tenant of legitimate rights ; that the" 
tenant is almost universally in a position of 
precarious dependence, and that a state of 
things so disastrous and false must be 
brought speedily to a termination. Simul-, 
taneously with this, a series of claims to 
a share in proprietary rights to the soil are 
put iSrward on behalf of the tenant, and a 
formidable agitation has sprung up to secure 
him- p partial ownership in his holding 
through a process verging on confiscation, 
or, at least, equivalent complete change 
in the existing conditions of landed tenure. 
It must be added that agrarian crime, all 
but extinct not long ago, has burst out 
again, and shows symptoms oj/mCreasing 
life; and, though the outrages committed 
are comparatively few, the agrarian spirit 
has seldom been so powerful throughout 
these parta of the island. At this moment 
it is not too much to say that it baffles, nay, 
Overbears the law, ihat few landlords would 
dare to oppose it, that it controls the man
agement of landed property, that it vindi
cates by terrorism, in a great measure, what 
the tenants considered their righttul de
mands. . In a word, the land system of this 
part of the country provokes great and ruin
ous discontent ; the owners and occupiers 
of the soil are in perilous antagonism ; and 
society heaves with elements of disturbance 
that armed force alone prevents from ex
ploding. Add to this that agrarian dissatis
faction has associated itselt in some measure 
with a revolutionary movement, directed 
from abroad, and assailing Government and 
social order ; and that though it is distinct 
from Fenianism it is more or less in har
mony with it, notwithstanding momentary 
signs to the contrary.

A certain class of politicians and thinkers 
account in a compendious way for this 
strange and ominous coincidence between a 
reasonable degree of material well-being 
and menacing and general moral disorder. 
Ireland, they say, never was so prosperous,

her progress is an admitted fact ;<_if not per
fect in theory, the relations between the 
landed classes work tolerably well ; land
lords do not generally oppress their tenants ; 
tenants are not generally wrangling with 
their landlords ; rents are paid with admir
able punctuality ; the law as to the owner
ship and occupation of land is all but iden
tical in England and Ireland. But Ireland 
is the prey of unscrupulous agitation; a 
band of lay and sacredotal demagogues is 
endeavouring for selfish or wicked ends to 
provoke ill-will between landlord and tenant, 
to attack property, and to create confusion ; 
and an ignorant, excitable, and lawless 
people, led astray by these execrable guides, 
believes in the idle tales it hears, thinks 
that its imaginary wiongs arc real, and runs 
into agrarian and Fenian violence, under 
the influence of this atrocious teaching. I 
do not ufeny that all this contains a certain 
amount of truth, and I confess to an absolute 
want of sympathy with those who, for per-

3anal or evil objects, trade on the spirit of 
«content in Ireland-and stir up the ele-' 

ments of hatred and strife under the pre
tence of advocating the cause of the people. 
But any one capable of understanding the 
subject must know that agitation is not the 
cause of national discontent, but a symptom 
only ; that a great class really satisfied with 
its condition, or even conscious that its lot 
was a just one, never yet was carried away 
by a demagogue ; that popular grievances 
must be well founded, especially at a time 
of comparative prosperity, before they pro
duce general popular movements. Let us, 
therefore, rejecting this superficial stuff, 
consider calmly if there be nothing in the 
relations between the owners and occupiers 
of the soil and in the la vs that determine 
their rights which, on a view of ordinary 
human nature, may explain a great deal of 
the moral disturbance now existing in these 
provinces ot Ireland. The first broad fact 
that attracts notice is that not less than 
three fourths ot the occupiers of this im
mense area are a peasantry of small farmers 
ouly, incapable, from the very nature of the 
case, of dealing with their superiors on 
equal terms, and yet, in the absence of man
ufacturing wealth, attached to their hold
ings by a strong instinct that from them 
alone can they obtain a livelihood. More
over rejecting individual cases, and even 
making very large exceptions, this peasan
try on the tracts they inhabit have done 
nearly everything that has been done for 
the land, have enclosed it, have fenced it, 
and made it profitable, have raised on it 
their humble homes, have gained that strong 
moral claim to enjoy it, acquired by the ex
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elusive and successful outlay of labour on 
any given subject, or, in thousands of in
stance?, bv actual purchase with the acqui
escence of their landlords. Yet this peas
antry—be it remembered, the great mass 
of the tillers of the soil if we add to them 
their dependent labourers —are, setting aside 
a small minority, not one-etight probably 
of the whole, in the position of mere ten- 
ants at-will, with no security for a continuous 
tenure, paying rents that may at any mo
ment be raised, and liable every year to 
capricious eviction.

I have already indicated in previous letters 
the economic mischief of this state of things; 
suffice it now to say that the unquestionable 
progress made by Ireland during the Inst 
twenty years has been made, not through, 
but in spite of it ; and there is reason to be
lieve that that progress would have been 
more certain and more rapid had a better 
system of tenure existed. Let us now en
deavour to think out what this condition of 
affairs implies, and whether it is not closely 
connected with the social troubles and dis
quiet of Ireland. It means that in Leinster, 
Munster and Connaught the great mass of 
the occupiers of the land are in a state ot 
precarious dependence, placed by law at the 
mercy of a small body of landlords. It 
means that an order of individuals has legally 
the power of oppressing a class that virtu
ally represents the people, and, unhappily, 
is directly tempted,through the raising of rent 
or oth.er means, to appropriate the fruits of 
the industry of that class, or to destroy that 
equitable title to occupancy it has gained 
through its toil or by fair purchase. It 
means that law under these conditions is 
not only the exclusive privilege of the few, 
but offers to them facilities of tyranny and 
spoliation of the most cruel kind ; that it 
affords no protection to the many ; that it 
does not save from unjust invasion what 
morally are their sacred tjghts of properly, 
possessing in their eyes peculiar value. If 
we reflect what this system of tenure must 
appear to those who may suffer from it, we 
shall, perhaps, cease to marvel that an un
grateful peasantry do not anpreciate its per
fect equity, and are even greatly discontent
ed with it. In this, too, possibly we may 
perceive a reason why. where this state of 
affairs prevails, material improvement and 
civilization are attended by growing social 
disorders. The more rich the peasant be
comes, the more he lays out upon his,hold- 
ing, the more he adds to its beauty and value, 
the more keen his apprehension is that he 
may be mulcted in the shape of increased 
rent, the more bitter his feelings grow when 
hb^mows that he is liable to sudden evic-

(

tion. In proportion, too, as his intelligence 
is developed, as he rises in the scale of 
society, as he becomes more of a free man, 
does he resent the state of vexatious thral
dom in which tenancy at will leaves him, 
does he dislike the arrangements which re
duce him to subserviency to a master's plea
sure. To him, in fact, a rise in life is a 
peril, the rewards of industry a possible 
mischief, the light given by knowledge a 
source of pain ; and every step of advance
ment he ' fliakes only shows him more 
plainly his inferior position. If we put our
selves in the place of that man, and reflect 
that he has hundreds of thousands of fel
lows, we shall, perhaps, understand that 
•* agitation ” is not the sole cause of dis
content in Ireland, and that real"grounds of 
complaint exist ; at.d we may seo a reason 
why widespread disturbance may occur with 
tolerable material prosperity.

Dismissing, again, considerable excep- 
tions^bserve what law docs. It allows a 
landlord to assert an absolute ownership of 
the soil, though probab y he has done noth
ing for it ; it enables him to appropriate, 
as part of the soil, all th“ benefits his ten
ant may have added to it, perhaps more 
than its original value ; it treats the ordinary 
tenant as a merely yearly possessor ; and 
will not recognize as his proper'y the con
tributions he has made to his holding, or 
the price he may have paid down for it. 
But it is straining a theory dangerously far 
to sanction a landlord’s claim as absolute 
owner ot land on which he expends nothing, 
and his relation with which is that of a rent- 
receiver only ; it is iniquitous that such a 
landlord should have the power of taking 
from another what belongs to him ; it is 
mons.rous that no protection should exist 
for rights, often of the most valuable kind, 
to winch a tenant is morally entitled. In 
this state of things Fact and Right declare 
that landlord and tenant ought to have co
ordinate interests in the land, to be mea
sured by a variety of tests; and the popular 
sentiment expresses this, by claiming for 
the tenant a perpetual op a protracted occu
pation of his holding. Law stands by ignor
ing the claim, and, we may even say, 
clashes sharply with justice alcngthe whole 
domain of interests that touch the very life 
of a nation. It is painful to dwell on the 
sad consequences, but a social inquirer 
must note the truth. Law having failed to 
fulfil its duty, and to Acknowledge the true 
distribution of rights that ought to co-exist 
in the soil, the peasantry have recourse to 
another law, to supplement this fatal omis
sion ; and agrarianism interferes to uphold 
by terror claims insensately ignored in our
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legal system. The secret of agrarianism, 
and of the hold it has on the minds of the 
peasantry in these provinces—I do not speak 
of its occasional excesses, but of its general 
and formidable power—is that they believe 
that law does not do them justice, not that 
a race singularly moral and religious, and 
singularly free from social crime, is by 
nature a breed of assassina.

“JJut,” interposes a sage objector,
11 waat is the use of all this vague declama
tion!? This system may or may not bo 
good; this law may or may not bo just; 
but no general oppression exists ; landlords | 
usually do in truth recognize! the partition 
of interests you refer to ; look at tacts and 
do not ruit oflf on theory.” But, in the first 
place, any svstem whatever, orauy law con
stituted to Iphold it, are to be judged by 

t their csse/tial merits, and not by their 
casual accidents. It is probable that the 
Draconic Code did not cause the death of 
many victims, that the old law which enabled \ 

the Roman patrician to immolate his ple
beian debtor was not often actually enforced, 
that the great majority of the Southern 
planters were tolerably merciful to their 
slaves. But who can justify the Draconic 
Code, the old Roman law of debtor and 
creditor, the institution of slave ownership ; 
and how can what is bad in itself change its 
inherent nature through mere circumstance ? 
•In the next place, recollecting the events 
that happened in this part of Ireland within 
a period comparatively recent, this apology 
fails oven on its own assumption. After 
the evictions and “clearances’’ of 1847- 
1852, it carnot be said that at that time the 
interests of the tenants in their lands were 

^respected, and the memory of this is not 
y forgotten. And, lastly, this apology misses 

the real question, and does not even attempt 
to meet it. Granting freely that as a gen
eral rule, landlords do not injure or harass 
their tenants, and do respect their fair 
rights to the soil, still instances to the con
trary sometimes occur. The occurence of 
these is always possible, and in the existing 
condition of landed tenure this state of 
things produces results akin to those of 
widespread oppression. The continual ap
prehension of suffering has effects similar to 
suffering itself, and a tenant at will dreads 
and hates a system which exposes him to 
spoliation and capricious eviction, whether 
he is or is not despoiled or evicted. Those 
who will not admit that this is true will, 
perhaps, consider a plain analogy. Atro
cious and frightful as they have been, the 
igrarian murders for the last eighteen 
months have not, I think, been twenty in 
number ; yet they have struck terror into

the hearts of thousands, and they influence 
the administration of hundreds of estates. 
Precisely in the same way the acts of 
wrong done by landlords of late have been 
very few, but they have roused a spirit of 
alarm and passion that assails the whole 
system of landed property. Throw a stone 
iuto a pond and it breaks the surface at a 
point so small that you can hardly see it, 
yet how wide may the nipples extend— how 
great may be the disturbing influence ?

The conditions of occujnitioiJ therefore, 
subsisting in these provinces of Ireland ac
count fairly for a great deal of the dissatis
faction of the tenant-class, and of the moral 
disorder I have noticed. Certain facts 
connected with the ownership of the soil 
have a tendency in the same direction. I 
have already said that the examples of 
wrong directly to be traced to the Protest
ant ascendency that still exists in these 
parts of the Island are very trilling as re
gards mere number ; but the circumstance 
that probably seven-eighths of the land be
long to a proprietory of Protestants, and 
that, perhaps, xve( a great proportion „of 
the occupiers are Romau Catholics, is not 
without certain mischievous consequences, 
especially recollecting Irish history. This „ 
singular division, so far as I know unpar
alleled in any other country in Europe, con
verts the landlords, almost unconsciously, 
into a kind of distinct and isolated caste, 
and alienating their dependents from them, 
throws them into the arms of a priesthood, 
most honourably devoted to theiy flocks, 
but with no sympathy with a Protestant 
landed proprietory. The result is a moral 
distinction, an antagonism, a want of real 
harmony in a relation requiring beyond all 
others mutual goodwill and perfect con
fidence, perceptible at once to a caieful 
observer. The Protestant landlord, without 
knowing it, too often treats his Catholic 
tenant as a being of an inferior order ; is 
kind to him, but in a patronizing way, 
seldom touches the chord that reaches his 
heart ; in his intercourse with him is more 
haughty and cold than an English landlord 
is as regards his tenants ; makes him feel 
that he is a mere vassal, yet knows that he 
does not possess his allegiance. On the 
other hand, the tenant considers his land
lord as one of a privileged class, who had 
at one time an odious monopoly of power, 
and still has the means of doing him wrong ; 
he has a kind ct instinctive dread and sus
picion of a demeanour not seldom unsym
pathetic, even of bounty not always cordial 
and gracious ; ho feels bis superior morally 
a stranger, and he turns in trust to his spirit
ual guide, who, perhaps not willingly, but

£
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not^he less surely, co-operates in widâiing 
the epcial breach. The personal r^ard, 
the happy traditions, the thorough goodwill, 
the cjsy confidence that unite the landed 
classed of England cannot be fully developed 
in this state of things ; and the compara
tive absence of these influences contribute, 
to a Certain extent, to the discontent of the 
peasantry in these provinces and to their 
dislike of actual landed arrangements.

Two further circumstances concur to in
crease these sentiments and'to augment their 
evils. I think that the enormous absenteeism 
that prevails in Leinster, Munster and 
Connaught is not without economic mischief, 

f but this is as nothing to the social conse
quences. When vast tracts, perhaps a 
thin) of whole counties, are deprived of the 
presence of their owners, when, as is espe
cially the case in Ireland, the larger aristo
cracy are often non-resident and their social 
influence for good is wanting, landed pro
perty, in a great measure, is without the 
links that attach a peasantry to it, and wears 
a harsh and ungenial aspect. This state of 
things engenders dissatisfaction, and this 

• rapidly passes into contempt and even 
hatred of landed ownership, when absentee
ism, as sometimes is the case, brings with it 
exaction, neglect, and oppressicn. Let any 
one read »De Tocqueville's account of ab
senteeism and its effects in France before 
the Revolution of 1789, and he will seeyone 
cause why, in these parts of Ireland, so little 
affection is felt for landlordism, why it has 
no hold on the popular sentiment. Another, 
and not unimportant, cause arises from the 
peculiar attitude taken by most of the land
lords in these provinces in the political 
affairs of the last 40 years, and from the 
consequences that have ensued. This class, 
as a rule, are Conservatives of a very mark
ed and extreme kind, and they formerly had 
an overwhelming political innuence/n their 
counties. That influence they have generally 
used in opposing most of the great measures 
which have been passed since 1828 for the 
benefit of the Irish people, and the result 
has been a protracted strife between them 
and the classes beneath, which has termi
nated in their complete discomfiture. At 
this moment the sons of the men who, in the 
last generation, drove their tenants to the 
polls like a stupid herd are almost without 
any power in politics ; and at the General 
Election of 1868 were unable to offer any 
real resistance to the will of the priests and 
their own dependents. Landed property, 
therefore, in this part of Ireland is at onfce 
unpopular and shorn of its influence ; it is at 
once disliked and contemned, a -conjucture,

perhaps, the most disastrous that can occur 
to any institution.

This remarkable combination of circum. 
stances may indicate why, in these pro
vinces, a fair degree of material prosperity 
concurs with widespread social disturbance. 
To these we must add vague memories of 
confiscations, ol ancient tribal rights to the 
soil, of conquests never wholly forgotten,— 
all leading an excitable race to dislike the 
existing land system, and agitation appeal' 
ing to passion and stimulating the sense of 
unjust law. I have written in vain if I have 
not shown that this state of affairs is abso
lutely different trom anything that exists in 
England. It would be as absurd to suppose 
that the land system of Ireland resembles 
that of England because legally and nomi
nally thr re is a resemblance, as it would be 
to imagine that the monarchy of Louis XVI. 
was essentially similarto that of George III. 
because three orders were to be found in 
/each, and both had sprung out of a common 
feudalism. It will be time enough to talk 
tif a .true likeness when the lands of the 
grater part of England are occupied by a 
pooFtçnantry at will who have doue almost 
everything for the soil ; when law in England 
ignores their moral rights ; when the owner
ship and occupation of the country are 
marked by a deep religious division ; when 
not only absenteeism exists but absenteeism 
of the heart prevails; when lines of demar
cation, palpable and distinct, draw a barrier 
between the landed classes; when agrarian
ism appears to defy Government, ana usurps 
the administration of landed property. Two 
features in the land system of this part of 
Ireland come out plainly after this brief re
view ; the usual mode of tenure is utterly 
vicious, the cond'tions of ownership are 
widely disliked. A statesman, I venture-to 
think, ought to fix his mind steadily on these 
two facta, and to consider how to remedy 
their mischiefs. A solution of the problem, 
I dare to say, ought, if possible, to fulfil 
four main conditions. In the first place, any 
proposed reform ought tj respect religiously 
all rights of property, taking the term in 
its legitimate sense. In the second place it 
ought to obliterate, as far as may be, te
nancy at will, and substitute for it the secu
rity of definite terms. In the third place, it 
ought to make as few changes in our system 
of law as are consistent wi'.h substantial 
justice, and not to disturb violently existing 
usages, provided they can be reconciled 
with right. And, lastly, subject to these 
qualifications, it ought to fall in with 
“Irish ideas,” with the genius and instincts 
of the Irish people. Such a reform, in my

opinion, is possible; 
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specific outlines at a subsequent stage of this 
inquiry.

'No. XXII.
Enniskillen, Nov. 11,

The line from Galway to Mullingar runs 
over a country the greater part of which I 
have briefly described in previous letter^' 
At Mullingar a traveller to the north tune 
from the main route of the Midland Great 
Western to a branch which, by Cavan an<j| 
Clones connects itself with the Ulster raity 
way system. It was raining so fiercely dut 
ring the first three hours I was upon thié 
part of my way that I was able to see 
hardly anything ; the landscape, however, 
seemed bleak and dreary in the thick drift 
that shut in the horizon. After leaving 
Cavan the November sun shone out towards 
evening in a feeble ray, and I caught a 
glimpse of a pleasing succession of gentle 
eminences and green uplands, here and 
there fringed by dark woods and plantations. 
The first sight which attracted my eye at 
Clones was a trophy of orange and crimson 
flags, trailing from the parapets of the 
parish church, to commemorate the glorious 
5th of November, the anniversary of the 
Gunpowder Plot and of the landing of Wil
liam III. qt Torbay ; and the spectacle re
minded me that by this time I had passed 
far within the precincts of Ulster, if the 
sentiments which prompt displays of this 
kind have something in them that commands 
respect, the conversion of what ought to 
be a centre of peace and goodwill to all 
men into an offensive monument of ancient 

, discord is odious to a well-regulated mind ; 
and it would be difficult to over-estimate its 
galling effect on those to whom it recalls the 
images of bitter subjugation and a pro
scribed religion. Flags and banners are 
harmless things in England, signs usually of 
village revelry and mirth; in Ireland, and 
especially to the Irish Catholic, they are 
often the emblems of shame and defeat ; 
and the view of that church, to me at least 
new, gave me some notions of the feelings 
engendered by Protestant ascendancy In 
this island. From Clones night closed 
over the scene ; but as I have since driven 
over the country between Enniskillen and 
that place, I can describe it as a tract of low 
hills and plains, for the most part fertile and 
bright witn verdure, bathed along its south
ern verge by the waters of Erne, half lake, 
half river, winding through labyrinths ot 
wooded islets. As for Enniskillen, it is a 
neat little town, of cleanly streets and well-

built houses, which, standing on an (island 
in the Erne, and commanding the only^pas- 
sage along the water line from Belleck tp 
Bclturbet, was once an important military 
station to the colonists of the Ulster Pale, 
but it has few features of modern interest. 
Its name, however, will live in history in the 
deeds of a past generation of citizens ; acd 
though the standards of Newtown Butler are 
60 longer seen in the town-hall, the place 
abounds in traditions of a day that went far 
to turn the Stales of fortune in the memo
rable struggle of 1688-9.

I am writing from the capital of Ferma
nagh, one of the six counties which com
pose the area of the celebrated “ Planta
tion of Ulster,” and which, in different de
grees, bear, to this day, the character of 
that remarkable settlement. Fermanagh, 
formerly the land of the Maguires, came 
finally under the dominion of the Crown at 
the commencement of the reign of James I. ; 
and the attention of that Sovereign and his 
Ministers was directed to the colonization 
of the tract, together with that of the 
greater part of Ulster. The genius of Bacon 
in some measure presided over the proposed 
plantation, and though his projects were not 
wholly carried into effect, they have left 
their mark on the work that was done, aud 
its comparative success may be ascribed to 
him. In all the preceding settlements of 
Ireland, and, it must be added, in those 
which follbwed, swarms of colonists were 
let in on the land, with little provision for 
mutual support, and with no regard for the 
lights or feelings of the aboriginal race 
which remained on the soil. The strangers 
occupied the fertile places, often isolated, 
and apart from each other ; they lived on 
them without the protection of dependents 
of the same origin or blood ; and they were 
surrounded by the flood of the vanquished 
Irishry ; too often reduced to mere thraldom 
and implacable because wholly despoiled and 
outlawed. The consequences were, either 
that the colonists sank gradually into the 
mass of the natives, ahd growing “more 
Irish than the Irish theihselves,” formed no 
foundation for the power of England ; or, 
as usually happened in later times, they 
were marked off into a distinct caste, which, 
upheld by England aud Penal Laws, did not 
amalgamate wjth the conquered people, and 
continued morally separated from thep 
These mischiefs were, in part at. lea 
avoided in the settlement of Ulster, an^J 
results are, to this day, manifest. Fer 
nagh and the other forfeited counties w 
largely divided among “ undertakers,’’ foV 
the most part of English and Scotch de-' 
scent ; bat care was taken that the new
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comers should be,“regimented," so to speak 
on the soil, that they should hold all points 
of vantage, and should build fortified dwel
lings in close connection ; and, at the same 
time, it<was mode a condition of their grants 
that they should bring over a considerable 

• number of tenants, who, curiously enough, 
were in no instance to be in the position ot 
tenants at will, and who were to become a 
thriving yeomanry, allied to their lords In 
race and religion. Niit: woro the conquered 
Irish left out of the sf'lichio, or driven to the 
resources of fury hnaVtespuir. Largo allou 
meats of land were reserved for them, and 
though they were platfcd in an inferior posi
tion, and kept scgrdgiltod frftin their foreign 
neighbours, this prtoably was a merciful 
arrangement, and whatever hardship appeals 
in it may be ascribed loathe exigencies of 
the time. . Unfortunately, they were dojrfed 
the free exercise of their religion, ibmigh 
Bacon argued conclusively in their flvour ; 
yet, though they were treated as a subject 
race, their lot was certainly a much.better 
one than that of the vanquished I sigh In the 
rest of the island.

The general result of this settlement was 
that large English and Scottish colonics 
established themselves firmly on the soil of 
Ulster, overbore the influence of the abori
ginal people, and have gradually built up 
the state of society which, for its compara
tive tranquility and woallli. distinguishes 
the province from the rest of Ireland. The 
“ undertakers,"'with their train of depend
ents, rooted themselves in the subjugated 
districts, and formed communities bound to 
each other by tHfe strongest and most endu
ring ties ; the children of the soil, though of 

/ course sullenly,acquiesced slowly in a change 
' of fortune impossible to prevent or alter, 

and not inconsistent with tolerable comfort. 
Twice, when the Settlement was still recent, 
in 1641 and 1688, they rose against their 
alien superiors, but on both occasions they 
were ultimately subdued ; and since that 
period they have not only abstained from 
anything tike a real insurrection, but they 
have generally been more peaceable than 
their brethren in the rest of the island. 
Meantime the colonies, In the relation of 
landlord and tenant, from the first clung to
gether through all chances of fortune ; 
have become a proprietory class, and one of 
yeomen and peasants, identified in sympathy 
and interest; have lived together In good 
will ; and have placed Ulster In the front of 
civilization in Ireland. And, what is more 
remarkable, though to this day their de
scendants have little in common with the 
native race, though they treat them too 
much as a distinct caste, and they are sepa

rated from them by differences of religion, 
too often leading to violence and dis
cord, still they nave formed for them
selves V<ype ot life which that race shares 
the full Benefit, and they have raised it to a 
position of security, in all relations con
nected with land, which it does' not enjoy 
in the rest of Ireland. Socfcty, accordingly, 
in this part of tyb isla.id, is fashioned upon 
a hanjyer pattern than in Leinster, Munster, 
or Connaught ; and the results are seen in 
comparative prosperity and progress. For 
evidences of this it is only necessary to pass 
rapidly, j^l have done, from the South and 
West, into this part of Ulster. Fermanagh 
is not a very wealthy county, its agriculture 
Is not# particularly good, and, iu driving 
through several districts id it, I saw a great 
deal that would shock a scieutifio husband
man. But, contrasted with Connaught, it
is another world ; and, indeed, the. contract 
more or less applies to most of ‘the other 
counties I hove seen. The peasantry here 
have a look of independence and even of 
boldness that is'very striking; their inter
course with their superiors is free and open ; 
and, ns for their dwellings, neat, tidy, and 
clean, I have seen nothing like them since, 
weeks ago, I left Bargy and Forth in Wex
ford. Fermanagh, 1 should add, is deci
dedly a progressive county, though the hold
ings are generally extremely small ; and, 
though its population has declined a great 
deni, I have reason to believe that but few 
families have been altogether detached from 
the soil. Large “ clearances” and evictions 
were never known: the rote of wages is 
something higher than in the South ; the 
land nowhere seems worn out ; and regard 
being had to its present condition, I thought 
it low rented upon the average, the rents 

from Tibout 12s. to 40s. the Irishvarying 
acre.

Those who believe that everything *rq 
in Ij^iand is to be ascribed to “Bo 
alone will, of course, insist tbatthis/roattyc 
prosperity is due wholly to the predominance 
of “ Frotestantism” among the occupiers 
of the soil in Fermanagh ; and those who 
read history on a theory of race will point 
to their Scottish or English extraction. 
Now, I am inclined to think, although with 
diffidence, that Protestantism, as compared 
with Romanism, has a tendency to develope 
more individual energy ; and perhaps, 
thovgh the facts admits of dispute, a Teu
tonic breed is more apt than a Celtic in sur
rounding itself with material comfort and 
with the riches and conveniences of life. 
But that neither of these causes will fully 
explain the superior condition of this county, 
or give a complete account of the matter,

may be gathered fro 
tion. Persons of al 
to the ''peasant, hav 
difference can be tract 
self-reliance, and tbi 
testant and Saxon I 
and his Roman Cathc 
that both cultivate 
both have equally c« 
both are equally liari 
the Roman Catholic 
are certainly not a fa
yet, do not stand !
scale as the Protestai 
compete fairly with 
clearly show that w 
reason why this pa 
prosperous than- most 
nor is that reason difi 
classes connected v 
county which have s 
given it its social foi 
lived together in goo 
tion of landlord and 
each other with miitui 
ered their respective 
have even extended 
which have been thi 
things to those once i 
position, and still wi 
and religion. Soci 
grown up under kirn 
auspices than in less f 
the great relation of 
the soil having been 
comparatively sound, 
have been the conseq 
to examine the famoi 
dpeak, is the visible 
moqy' between the 
which is considered 1 
model for a reform 
Ireland. Fermanag 
county ; the usage es 
it,*in different forms t 
spirit is universally ; 
done my best during 
make myself familial 
working.

The custom known 
Right exists in a ki 
recognised, yet not ac 
in other parts of Irek 
my judgment it may 1 
a sentiment implantée 
when, as is usually 
a tenant has done n 
and has been long it 
acquires a kind of 
is more or less at 
though Tenant Right 
on isolated estates, ar

/



■ ' \
OF IRELAND. 97 -v

ices of religion, 
ilence and dis- 
med for them- 
that race shares 
ve raised it to a' 
1 relations con- 

does not enjoy 
ty, accordingly, 
fashioned upon 
inster, Mnnster, 
ills are seen in 
progress. For 

eccssary to pass 
i the South and 
r. Fermanagh 
its agriculture 

nd, in driving 
t, I saw à great 
mtifio husband- 

Connaught, it 
id, the. contract 
st of -the other 
peasantry here 

b and even of 
g ; their inter- 
free and open ; 
neat, tidy, and 
ke them since, 
Forth in Wex- 
1 add, is deci- 
longh thehold- 
t small ; and, 
ielined a great 
e that bnt few 
detached from 
’ and evictions 
r of wages is 
e South ; the 
; and regard 

ion, I thought 
ige, the rents 
40s. the Irish

ything 
to 1
it this/ 
predoq 
.he ocC 
d those who 
.ce will point 
k extraction. 
Ithough with 
ns compared 

r to develope 
nd perhaps, 
pute, a Teu- 
Celtic in sur- 
comfort and 
nces of life, 
is will fully 
f this county, 
the matter,

may be gathered from a simple,considera
tion. Persons of all ranks, from the peer 
to the 'peasant, have assured me that no 
difference can be traced, in point of industry, 
self-reliance, and thrift, between the Pro
testant and Saxon farmer of Fermanagh 
and his Homan Catholic and Celtic fellow ; 
that both cultivate the soil as well, that 
both have equally cemfortable homes, that 
both are equally hardworking : and though 
the Roman Catholic tenantry of this ooutity 
are certainly not a favoured class, and, even 
yet, do not stand as high in the social 
scale as the Protestant, they in all respects, 
compete fairly with them. .This would 
clearly show that we must sèek another 
reason why this part of Ulster is more 
prosperous than-most of ttie other'PrpvinceS, 
nor is that reason difficulté discover. The 
classes connected with the soli in this 
county which have shaped its destiny, and 
given it its social form, have for Centuries 
lived together in goodwill ; and, in the rela
tion of landlord and tenant, have treated 
each other with mutual regard, have consid
ered their respective rights and duties, and 
have even extended lhe gracious usages 
which have been the fruit of this state of 
things to those once in a thoroughly subject 
position, and still widely separated in race 
and religion. Society, accordingly, has 
grown up under kindlier and more «happy 
auspices than in less fortunate districts ; and 
the great, relation of owner and occupier of 
the soil having been placed on foundations 
comparatively sound, security and progress 
have been the consequence. This leads me 
to examine the famous custom, which, so te! 
dpeak, is the visible expression of this har- 
mojyk between the landed classes, and 
which is considered by some persons as the 
model for a reform of the land system of 
Ireland. Fermanagh is a Tenant-Right 
county ; the usage exists on most estates in 
it,* in different forms and various degrees, its 
spirit is universally prevalent, and I have 
done my best during a brief stay here to 
make myself familiar with its nature and 
working.

The custom known by the name of Tenant 
Right exists in a kind of loose way, half 
recognised, yet not acknowledged as Binding 
in other parts of Ireland besides Ulster, In 
my judgment it may be ultimately traced to 
a sentiment implanted in human nature that 
when, as is usually the case in Ireland, a 
» tenant has done much for his holding, 
and has been long in occupation of it, he 
acquires a kind of interest ini it which 
is more or less at his disposition. But 
theugh Tenant Right exists in a crude form 
on isolated estates, and in exceptional cases,

in man a perhaps mtist, of thd counties of 
Ireland, it is nowhere a local social custom, 
it has nowhere acquired a binding force, 
save in a certain number of counties in Ul
ster. This circumstance is, beyond all 
doubt, due to the good feeling that pre
vailed between the colonizing landlords and 
tenants of the “ Plantation," and which 
has continued through two centuries and a 
half ; and as I have said, the custom once 
formed, extended itself indifferently to all 
in the position of occupiers of the soil, and 
enured to the benefit of the conquered na
tives. The colonist tenant when he had 
built his house on the rude waste on which 
he had settled, and had enclosed it nhd 
made it profitable, felt that he had a pro
perty in it ; the colonist landlord, his brother 
soldier, and his friend during a scries of 
generations, acquiesced in what was natu
rally just, and the practice gradually become 
general,'was applied to tenants of all kinds, 
and received the sanction of unbroken usage, 
stronger than -law in certain stages of so
ciety. In this way Tenant Right grew up, 
and, to this hour, it affects estates in this 
county more or less sensibly, though I have 
reason to believe that its binding force is 
less powerful than it has formerly 5 been. 
The custom, as it exists now, may be said 
to be that the Fermanagh tenant, whether 
his tenure be by lease or at will, has a kind 
of interest in his holding, which his landlord 
is under an obligation to respect, and which 
realizes itself—if I may use the expression 
—on whatever occasion, or by what
ever means, his lands- are transferred 
to a new possessor. During his occu
pation his only statua is that of a tenant 
measured by his tenure ; but should he sur
render his land to his landlord, or should he, 
even, be evicted from it, he becomes en
titled to a money payment for the goodwill, 
and he has a right to obtain a similar sum, or 
whatever sum he can reasonably obtain, 
should he alienate his holding to a purchaser. 
As the landlord, too, on the one hand, 
ought to protect this peculiar interest of his 
tenant and not impair it by raising rent ca
priciously, or by any undue exercise of 
power, so, on the other hand, it is the duty 
of the tenant to see that the landlord’s 
rights are upheld ; and accordingly, the 
custom always gives a landlord a title to 
control and regulate the transfer of the in
terest til the tenant, and enables him occa
sionally to raise his rents, according to some 
rude standard of justice, not well defined, 
but pretty fairly adjusted.

. Such, I believe, is the true conception of 
the Tenant Right that exists in this county, 
apart from modifying and accidental cir-

i
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cnmstances. It is a tacit condition annexed 
to a tenancy, that, subject to the just rights 
of a landlord, a tenant shall have an interest 
in his land which shall secure him a price 
for the goodwill of it on a loss or a transfer 
of the possession. In this county it is to be 
found in a variety of forms on different 
estates ; and, on the whole, I am inclined 
to think its influence as a custom is on the 
decline ; but the same idea underlies it in 
all its complex manifestations, and it is still 
really a local law of property, to which the 
landed classes, as a rule, conform. It occurs 
only in a few instances, in which I may call 
its most simple type, that the tenant shall 
have complete liberty to dispose of his in
terest in market overt, to a purchaser at 
the highest price, subject only to a veto on 
the part of the landlord, in order to exclude 
an improper purchaser and to secure a rea
sonably good incoming tenant. Not many 
Fermanagh landlords, I believe, directly 
sanction or countenance a practice which, 
as I have pointed out before, has a tendency 
to reduce an owner to the position of a mere 
rent charger, and gives a tenant or a pur
chaser from him an interest akin to the real 
ownership on the payment of an annual 
renter. In most instances, landlords have 
set restrictions on the tenants’ power of 
disposition, and either appraise the value of 
the goodwill, and buy out the Tenant Right 
themselves, disincumbering their estates of 
the charge ; or else compel the tenant to 
transfer the goodwill to a fellow tenant 
only ; or put a maximum price on the Ten
ant Right, which alone, they avow, they 
will respect : or, finally, discountenance 
the Tenant Right, unless proof be afforded 
that the lands have been improved during 
the tenant’s possession. Through these 
expedients, obviously intended to reconcile 
the dominion of the landlord with a claim 
more or less an intrusion on it, the jus 
disponendi of the tenant is fettered in a 
variety of ways, his interest may be consi
derably modified, and, in some cases, com
plaints are made that the Tenant Right is 
being gradually reduced and undermined by 
all kinds of process. Nevertheless the 
Right exists as a fact ; it is recognized in 
some shape or other on almost all estates in 
this county ; it is sustained by what is a 
local law ; and hardly a landlord, I venture 
to say, would invade it directly, either by 
evicting ti tenant at will without some pay
ment, or by destroying the Tenant Right by 
raising rent suddenly on an intending pur
chaser. Such acts certainly may occur, and 
have perhaps occurred in rare instances, 
but they are thoroughly condemned in gen
eral opinion, and, were they attempted on

i
anything like a large scale, they would be 
stopped by a combination of all classes 
which. I have no doubt, would prove irre- 
sistable. The Tenant Right, secured in 
this way, varies greatly in value on different 
estates, according to a variety of circum
stances, depending partly on the restrictions 
on it, and in some degree 0» the character 
Of the landlord. It seldom, I think, falls 
short of a price equivalent to three years’ 
rent of a holding, and it may raise to a price 
of six or eight years' rent, but it fluctuates 
so much that it is, perhaps, impossible to 
form an estimate of the real average. Sub
ject tq tjiis right, such as it is, the landlord 
enjoys "all other rights of property, aed he 
is considered entitled to raise his rents, ac
cording to fair dealing and justice, provided 
the rise does not encroach on what is thought 
the tenant’s sacred peculium.

It is not difficult to point out fhe economic 
defects t>f this singular custom. I do not 
attach any great importance to the objec
tion that its tendency is to prevent the ap
plication of capital to land, inasmuch as an 
incoming tenant often pays his predecessor 
a large sum which otherwise he would lay 
out on his farm. This objection is fairly 
answered by the fact that the tenantry of 
this county, though seldom wealthy, pursue 
a course of cultivation reasonably good, and 
very much better than that of the corres
ponding class in the greater number of the 
southern counties ; and these small farms 
have usually some savings, and an ample 
fund of that great spring and vreatoi^of 
capital, sturdy industry. This objection, 
moreover, at bottom assumes that the outlay 
for Tenant Right is sheer waste, and that it 
secures only the mere legal tenure, whereas 
in truth it is a purchase of what is a valu
able interest guaranteed by a local law of 
opinion. The true economic objection to 
the custom I conceive to be that it has a 
tendency to confuse the rights of landlord 
and tenant—to make them/ concurrent 
owners of the land with interests imperfectly 
defined ; and, accordingly, it may possibly 
operate, through this partition, to retard 
improvements. Land distributed in this 
curious way, so to speak, “ falls between 
two stools and, perhaps, neither landlord 
nor tenant is so stimulated to call out its 
resources es they would be if the one re
tained the absolute dominion of the fee, and 
the other held by a definite contract. On 
the other hand, where it has taken root the 
custom works very well on the whole, and, 
as compared with the precarious tenures of 
the south, produces good social and econo
mic results. In the first place, as the land
lord's arrears are a first charge on the Ten
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evictions really are 
as I have said, the 1 
interfere with a fail 
to the natural adva 
second place, even 
chance to be made 
ened, fhe outgoing 
taintv of a provisic 
too often is in the 
from his home to f 
an! most important 
is found here, establ 
of tenure which in I 
fhe first condition o 
and of social well I 
well un 'erstood th 
whatever it is, is to l 
so to speak, the tern 
able interest of fhe 
hands or in those of 
is not only not to l 
lord, but actually si 
possession. Althi 
measured by his 1 
dispotumdi he enjc 
would say, to pr< 
him virtually an 01 
disturbed.

It would be, howe 
that this custom is 
cause of the compai 
county. That prosi 
belie*'?» to the fort 
durinaSmturies, ha 
lords and tenants de 
nal colonists, and wl 
moulded the type ol 
even protected the 
though certainly e 
rather distinct, neve; 
and justice on the sc 
by it. Tenant Rigl 
visible sign of the j 
knits the landlords 
managh together, 1 
cause of the welfare 
be observer’, too, th 
apart from its social 
is really a vague th 
great value, and lia 
invaded—nay, conct 
engaged from the 
which have given i 
is unknown to the 
sustained here by a 1 
lord, perhaps, woul 
accordingly, held in 
not afford that abs 
the authority of the 
From its very natur 
danger, for it does 1



OF IRELAND.
*

89

ant Right, his rent is alway^practically safe ; 
frictions really are seldom heard of; and, 
as I have said, the Tenant Right does npt 
interfere with a fair rise of rent according 
to the natural advance of society. In the 
second place, even if an eviction should 
chance to be made, its hardships are less
ened, the outgoing tenant having the cer
tainty of a provision, and he is net, as he 
too often is in the south, driven suddenly 
from his home to the workhouse. Lastly, 
and most important of all, the custom, as it 
is found here, establishes really that security 
of tenure which in Ireland is supposed to be 
the first condition of agricultural progress 
and of social well being and peace. It is 
well un 'erstood that the Tenant Right, 
whatever it is, is to be respected ; it shields, 
so to speak, the tenant’s title, and the sale
able interest of the tenant, whether in his 
hands or in those of a purchaser from him, 
is not only not to be invaded by the land
lord, but actually supports his claim to the 
possession. Although Ins status is 
measured by his legal tenure, the jus 
disponvndi he enjoys relates, us lawyers 
would say, to protect him, and gives 
him virtually an occupation hardly evcj 
disturbed.

It would be, however, shallow to imagine 
that this custom is the only or the main 
cause of the comparative prosperity of this 
county. That prosrerity is to be traced, I 
belieyeAto the fortunate relations which, 
durinlSenturies, have existed between land- 
lordolnd tenants descended from the origi
nal colonists, and which have so thoroughly 
moulded the type of society that they have 
even protected the aboriginal race, which, 
though certainly even to this day a caste 
rather distinct, nevertheless enjoys security 
and justice on the soil extensively occupied 
by it. Tenant Right, in truth, is merely a 
visible sign of the general goodwill which 
knits the landlords and tenants of Fer
managh together, and which is the real 
cause of the welfare ofthis district. It will 
be observée’, too, that, viewe*-Critically and 
apart from its social conditions, the custom 
is really a vague thing, theoretically of no 
great value, and liable to be destroyed or 
invaded—nay, conceivably, worthless, if dis
engaged from the peculiar circumstances 
which have given it being. Tenant Right 
is unknown to the law of the land, though 
sustained here by a local law which no land
lord, perhaps, would directly break ; and, 
accordingly, held in respect as it is, it can
not afford that absolute protection which 
the authority of the estate can alone give. 
From its very nature, too, it is exposed to 
danger, for it does not provide any positive

guarantee against the capricious raising of 
rent or the eviction which would completely 
destroy it ; and it is difficult to see how 
any general law could shield it completely 
against such attacks without assailing seri
ously the rights of property. At best, too, 
it is a right of which the value varies greatly 
within narrow limits ; and though, probably, 
no landlord of this county would defy it 
openly, some landlords have restricted it a 
good deal, and are, so to speak, nibbling it 
away. For these reasons it is not consider
ed even by those who have the benefit of it 
to form a perfect system of landed tenure ; 
and few persons go as far as to say that it 
is little more than a showy delusion. I en
deavoured to form a rough estimate of its 
value in general opinion here, and asked 
farmers in many places whether they would 
prefer their Tenant Right to a lease, at the 
existing rent, tor a reasonable term, under 
fair covenants. “ 'I he lease ” was the 
answer in every instance ; there was not 
even a single exception ; and it would thus 
appear that some tenants, at least, in this 
county, are not only willing to exchange the 
custom for a definite contract, but that the 
custom, in their judgment, give them only a 
qualified security of tenure.

No. XXIII.
Londonderry, Nov. 19.

I set off from Enniskillen with the expect 
tation that a few hours’ journey would bring 
me safely to this historic city. The short 
winter’s day had reached its close before I 
left the capital of Fermanagh, and I only 
speak from hearsay when I describe 
the country through which the train 
passed as a succession of hills and 
undulating lands, for the most part 
of an uninteresting character. On ar
riving at Strabane, the point at which the 
Mourne and the Finn run into the Foyle, 
the carriages suddenly came to a stop, and 
the intelligence went round that a violent 
flood in these mountainrivers had made the 
line impassable for miles, and that we might 
remain where we were all night. The morn
ing revealed a scene such as that painted by 
Virgil with the happiest touch in his sketch 
of the Italian valley overrun by the *Po 
and its affluents. From the narrow ridge of 
the embankment we saw trees, houses, and 
fences emerge from what seemed far and 
near a spreading lake, and two or three 
lines of seething eddies marked the channels 
of the torrents that rushed foaming on their 
way seawards. After some trouble we were 
landed at Strabane, its little streets turned
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for the time into lagunes, and I drove thence 
on an upland road along the edge of sheets 
of flood which covered thousands of acres. 
It is evide.it that the north as well as the 
south of Ireland wants a good system of ar
terial drainage, the main outfalls of the 
whole island being unable at their present 
levels to carry off their superfluous waters ; 
and, in this single instance, I suppose the 
flood has destroyed or damaged a large 
amount of property. After leaving Strabane 
you pass into a region of fair and cultivated 
lands, laid out pleasantly in broad enclosures 
and the little farms of a thriving peasantry ; 
and the eye dwells with delight on a long 
succession of fine farm dwellings aua 
neat homesteads, which, in the midst of 
trim tillage and pasture fields, give a charm 
to the surrounding landscape. This is part 
of the estates of the Duke of Abercora, and 
this tract and another which forms au out
lying portion of the property of Lord Erne 
in Donegal seemed to me to deserve especial 
notice, though all the country wears a civil
ized and flourishing aspect. The Duke and 
Lord Erne are well known as two of the 
best landlords in Ulster, fulfilling honorably 
the duties of property, and just and liberal 
to their dependents ; and I am happy to say 
that what I saw of their estates bears wit
ness to their general reputation. A little 
incident on my drive marks the extraordi
nary distinction which popular opinion in 
the north and in the other provinces of Ire-1 
land makes in estimating tne obligations of 
landed property. I was casually told that 
“the Duke of Abercorn and Lord Erne 
were very good landlords, but rather hard, 
as they would not allow more than five years’ 
tenant-right to an out-going tenant." A 
Southern landlord of equal liberality would 
be lauded as a marvellous phenomenon.

Londonderry is a busy and wealthy town 
of well-built houses and clean streets, 
rising along a hill which, hemmed in by 
eminences, reaches down to the estuary 
of the Foyle. Like Vienna, the old city 
has long ago spread itself beyond its ori
ginal limit» ; a large and populous suburb 
extends on all sides from the ancient 
Acropolis ; and smoky factories, crowds of 
shipping, and wharves and warehouses 
densely stored show that the place is a 
seat of thriving commerce. Yet to this 
hour Lo.i loi-.lerry attests the memory of 
a very different time, when its heroic gar
rison saw the tents of Rosen wind round 
them a deadly coil of famine, and their 
failieg eyes during months looked in vain 
for deliverance across their imprisoned 
river. The Protestant cathedral, its altar 
crowned with the flagstaves taken in a

desperate sally, commands, as is fitting, 
the whole scene ; and the venerable guns, 
which did good service in one of the 
grandest passages of history, still frown 
along the unconquerable ramparts, preser
ved with pious care by the citizens. Trophies 
of a greater yet less memorable siege min
gles here and there with these famous rel
ics ; and a passing visitor observes with 
pleasure that if Protestant and Catholic In
land must still think differently of the glo
ries of Derry, they have shared equally in 
those of Sebastopol. Far beyond the pomœ
rium of the sacred walls, on a spot once 
held by the soldiers of James, a majestic 
Catholic Church is now seen ; a pledge, let 
us hope, that Christian good-will, will at last 
under just laws and government, obliterate 
the traces of war and discord ; though un
happily, that day has not yet shone on Derry. 
Outside the town trim villas and gardens, 
extending for a considerable distance, attest 
the opulence of successful traders ; and for 
some miles the adjoining country spreads 
out into broad fields and enclosures, in 
places dotted with line homesteads, which 

rove at a glaace, that capital and skill have 
ere established large form husbandry. As 

regards the general features of the county, 
it is a broad tract of not very fertile soil, 
divided midway by a mountain range, and 
broken into a series o£ hills and lowlands, 
flowing in many places with abundant wa
ters. There are some large farms in the 
few rich tracts, and all that I saw were in 
excellent order; but the holdings are for 
the most part small, and though many are 
admirably tilled,some certainly are in a back
ward condition, On the whole, however, 
the agriculture of the county seemed to mo 
very good, decidedly better than that of Fer
managh ; and the peasantry area self-reliant 
and independent race, their accent and bear
ing revealing at once the predominance in 
them of Scottish blood. Londonderry is a 
very progressive county, its agricultural area 
having been enlarged nearly one-twelfth 
during the last 15 years, and its live stock 
having increased in value not less than 6fi 
per cent, between 1841 and 1861 ; in this, 
too, as in other instances, we see progrès» 
coinciding with a decline of population 
relatively small, and a system of relatively 
small farms. Making every allowance for 
disturbing causes, this concurrence, repeat
ing itself so often, must be pronounced 
significant in the' Extrême.

Londonderry is one of the six cflffnties 
included in the famous “ Plantation of 
Ulster." Here, as in Fermanagh, a 
powerful colony of Anglo-çcottish breed, 
and in faith Protestant, established itself
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firmly won the soil, united in the relaticn of 
landlord and tenant, and built up a new 
older of society which has developed the 
germs of civilized life, and has been ascend
ant during two centuries. Here,too, the usa
ges connected with land which grow out of 
the intimate ties that bound together the 
original settlers, took root and modified the 
whole system of tenure ; and here, too, 
these usages gradually were extended to 
the aboriginal race, and gave it protection 
under its conquerors. Speaking generally, 
therefore, the land system of Londonderry 
resembles that of Fermanagh in its essential 
aud most characteristic features ; in the 
ownership and occupation of the soil we ^ce 
deep and indelible traces of the intimate 
association of the early colonists ; a custom 
still of extraordinary force, gives the occu
pier a peculiar interest in his holding ; and 
the benefit of this local law applies indiffer
ently to the Roman Catholic Celt and to the 
Protestant descendant of the Anglo-Scot- 
tish settler. In one particular, however, of 
some importance, a difference may be per
ceived in the landed relations of the two 
counties. The landlords of Fermanagh are, 
for the most part resident ; some of the 
principal landlords are particularly good ; 
and the result is that the qonnexioh between 
the landed classes in that county is general
ly of a pleasing kind, and retains much of 
its primitive character. On the other hand, 
from the Plantation to this day, by far the 
greater part of Londonderry has been pos
sessed by the great London Companies, 
which, under the control of the Irish So
ciety, received grants of nearly the whole 
county , and these proprietors having been 
always absentees, the consequences are 
distinctly manifest. In the early age of 
colonization and conquest ^e Companies, 
or their agents, no doubt resembled all the 
“ Plantation landlords." Connected with 
the occupiers on their estates bv the closest 
links of affection or interest, they co-oper
ated in fashioning the type of life which was 
the expression of this sympathy, and they 
sanctioned or encouraged the growth of the 
usages common to the whole settlement. In 
this way their non-resident proprietorship 
was long probably without any bad effect, 
and, even at this day, its results have been 
lew mischievous than might have been sup
posed. for the tenants on their lands, still 
tolerably secured in the enjoyment of their 
ancient privileges, can thrive verv well 
without landlord assistance. Still, the ab
senteeism of these societies, as time has rol
led on, has had a tendency to weaken the 
regard which ought to exist between the 
pwner and occupier of the soil ; and it has

F

deprived the relation of landlord and tenant 
throughout this county of much that adorns 
it and gives it lasting strength. The Com
panies are not liked as landlords ; complaints 
are made against several of them, and 
though I believe that, in general, they admin
ister their estates very well, and they are 
neither illiberal nor harsh, public opinion is 
rather opposed to them, and they have prQ; 
bably weakened the moral influence of land
lords over a very large district.

Notwithstanding this distinction, however, 
Londonderry corresponds to Fermanagh in 
the most vital point of its landed relations. 
Londonderry is eminently a tenant-right 'Vs'* 
county, and the custom, in a greater or less 
degree, affects probably nearly all estates in 
it. The value, moreover, of the right is 
decidedly higher than in Fermanagh, either 
because it was once more thoioughly recog
nized, or because, as I suspect, the London
derry farmers, being wealthier than their 
Fermanagh brethren, raise the price by a 
keener competition ; and it ranges here, I 
think, on an average of from five to twenty 
years’ rent of the land, say from GZ. to 24t. 
the Irish acre. In Londonderry, too, as in 
Fermanagh, the landlords endeavour in a 
variety of ways to control, limit, or appraise 
the right, in order to keep it within bounds 
and to reconcile it with their legal owner
ship. In this respect individual proprietors 
ana the Companies act veiy much alike ; 
and though the right is still firmly upheld by 
a local law of public opinion, I think the 
general tendency of affairs is, as in Fer
managh, to weaken its efficacy. Having 
already explained the origin and nature of 
this singular modification of tenure, which, 
wherever it exists, gives a tenant of land an 
interest that, though always potential, is 
realized, so to sneak, when he leaves his 
holding, I proceed to consider it more 
closely. viewed as an existing fact of 
society, tenant-right really all but assures 
security of tenure to its possessor ; and, 
whatever landlords may think to the con
trary, it gives a tenant, eccording to its 
value, an indefinite partnership in the soil, 
or, at least, an indefinite charge on it.
When the custom of a district declares that 
an occupier of land has an interest in it 
which, even though it fluctuates in amount, 
is substantial and can be bought and sold, 
and when it condemns every breach of this 
usage, it is evident that a tenant will be 
seldom disturbed, that he has a positive 
hold on his firm, and that, practically, he 
has a shard Of some kind beyond his tenure 
in the fee simple. Accordingly, in tenant- 
right counties evictions have always been 
very uncommon ; and landlords and tenants,
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as a matter of fact, without regarding legal 
distinctions, and, as it were, unconsciously 
and bv tacit consent, have a sort of divided 
right in the soil ; not the same, perhaps, on 
any two estates, differing often strangely in 
different places, yet usually settled by some 
rude equity in a prolonged course of mutual 
dealing. Yet though tenant-right has really 
these effects, and unquestionably more or 
less entrenches upon the absolute ownership 
of the soil, it is singular, nevertheless, how 
aptlj as a general rule it adjusts itself to the 
ordinary relations of landlord and tenant, 
and to the incidents that belong to them. I 
have no doubt that it does operate to lessen 
the natural rent of the landlord ; but it 
does so to a much less extent than, econo
mically, would be supposed, and it seems to 
be assumed that if all estates were suddenly 
relieved of the burden their rent would not 
rise nearly in proportion. Tenant-right, 
too, as I have remarked before, is found 
compatible with a fair rise of rent, accord
ing to some rough standard of justice, even 
though the rise may in some measure 
affect the interest of the occupier in his 
holding.

Such is tenant-right, as a matter of fact, 
in a district where it is really respected ; and 
it must be added that it coincides at least 
with quiet possession, with social progress, 
and with immunity from agrarian outrage. 
It is virtually a concurrent interest in land 
vested in a tenant beyond his legal status, 
which encroaches more or less on a land
lord's rights, and yet is found co-existing 
with them, though sustained only by local 
custom. Viewed critically, and apart from 
circumstances, it is obvious how closely it 
corresponds to those equities in the soil of 
the tenant of the South, which, though not 
upheld by the same sanction, and existing as 
it were upon sufferance, are nevertheless 
not often infringed. The tenant-right of 
Ulster, in truth, is nothing more than a free 
development oi the practice which permits 
the sale of the goodwill of lands, which 

revails in several parts of the South, which 
undreds of Southern landlords wink at, 

and a few encourage to the fullest extent, 
and which, when once a farm has come into 
the hands of a purchaser for valuable con
sideration, would be almost universally ac
quiesced in, even though no license to sell 
had been given. In its vagueness, too, in 
its indefinite nature, in its variableness as 
regards different estates, in the difficulty of 
reducing it to any positive standard, the 
right has a very plain analogy to the equity 
of the tenant in respect of improvements, of 
which I have so often written in the South, 
even though, as I think, this element is not

the chief test that decides its value ; and 
in fact, it might be almost ns easy to say 
what, taking large districts, ought to be the 
claim of the occupiers on them for compen
sation for their contributions to the soil, as 
it would be to declare what their tenant- 
right ought to be worth in the general mar
ket. It is, however, when we come to con
sider tenant-right and these analogous 
equities with reference to our legal system 
that the resemblance between them becomes 
most striking, and most distinctly challenges 
attention. In different degrees these com
mon claims of the Irish tenant tend to 
engraft an interest in a landlord’s estate 
derogatory from absolute ownership ; in 
the case of the tenant-right of Ulster, an 
interest of a very decided kind ; in the case 
of the looser equities of the South, an inter 
est less clear or less recognized, but, not
withstanding, usually respected. This in
terest, however, although it conflicts directly 
with a landlord’s legal rights, is not, either 
in the North or in the South, protected by 
the State ; and as a Southern proprietor may 
ignore any equity of his tenant in respect 
of improvements or of money laid out in the 
purchase of good will, so a Northern pro
prietor, as a matter of law, may extinguish 
the tenant-right on his estates, either by 
unduly raising his rent, by a notice to quit, 
or by eviction, assuming of course, as gen
erally happens, that legally his tenant holds 
only at will.

From these considerations it follows, that 
in this great matter of landed tenure, law, 
in theory, is at issue with fact and right in 
Ulster, as in the rest of Ireland. Here, as 
in the other parts of the island, law declares 
that a landlord is an absolute owner, though 
his estate may be subject to claims which 
morally abridge his rights extremely, and, 
in the face of the strongest custom, it will 
sanction his abolition ot those claims, and 
will even give him facilities for the purpose. 
Abstractedly, therefore, it would appear as 
if the tenant of the North were in as bad a 
plight as his Southern fellow—nay* in a 
worse plight, inasmuch as his tenant-right 
often far exceeds in value any equity which 
may belong to the other. We know, how
ever, that, in fact, the difference between 
the two is immet.se ; that the tenant of 
Ulster usually feels himself secure and en
titled to a real property in his holding, while 
the tenant of the bouth has no such convic
tion, and too oftcn-acts as though hie tenure 
were a mere precarious annual possession. 
The simple reason is that, in the one case 
custom, acting with the force of local law, 
and resting upon the happy traditions that 
unite the landed classes of the North, does.
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really restrain the law of the land, and al
most always vindicates the rights of the 
tenant ; whereas, in the other, such a guar
antee is wanting, and the tenant is left com
paratively defenceless, unless he chooses 
to have recourse to agrarianism as his only 
safeguard. In the one case an imperium in 
imperio ig created with all but controlling 
power ; in the other there is no such salutary 
check, any check there is feeble or bad ; 
and tne result is that the general law is 
much less impeded in working injustice. 
Yet it is not to be denied that even here 
the mischief of law being opposed to fact 
hes now and then made itself evident ; 
that custom has not always succeeded in 
upholding the fair rights of the tenant"; and 
that Londonderry has a land question, and 
one, too. that may become serious. I have 
heard of more than one clear instance in 
which purchasers in the Landed Estates 
Court have directly invaded the tenant-right 
that existed for ages upon the land ; at this 
moment there is much apprehension that, 
in the case of a very large estate about to 
be brought before that tribunal, a similar 
coarse will be pursued, and I am inclined to 
think that a general tendency to abridge 
tlm right gradually may be noticed. The 
results, though not the same in degree, re
semble in kind those witnessed in the South, 
after any act of landlord oppression, or 
any unfair exercise of landlord privileges. 
A sense of insecurity is diffused over a very 
considerable district; complaints of griev
ances are loudly urged ; ana a gentleman of 
great experience told me that though agra
rian crime was unknown in this county, and 
tenant farmers properly trusted to public 
opinion to maintain their rights, they had 
more sympathy with the agrarianism of the 
South, and certainly with the claims of the 
Southern peasantry, than a stranger would 
suspect or imagine. In fact, he said, but 
for their religious discords, North and South 
would readily coalesce in a general move
ment for tenant-right, and such a coalition 
may not be far distant.

For ell these reasons it seems impossible 
that the tenant-right which exists in this 
county, involving as it does great rights of 
property yet ill-defined, and depending- on 
custom only, without the sanction of general 
lew, can be allowed to continue in its pre
sent condition. How to deal with this 
singular interest in the soil, of vast import
ance, but difficult to value, and Protean in 
ite numerous forms, is certainly a perplexing 
problem. I asked several farmers, land
lords, and agents whether they thought the 
right, according to its worth, could be com
muted into definite terms, of varying dura

tion, secured by leases, and whether this 
would be deemed satisfactory. In Ferman
agh the answers were all one way; in 
Londonderry, where tenant-right has ab
sorbed a much greater amount of capital, 
they were so conflicting that I have not been 
able even to guess the tendency of general 
opinion.

No. XXIV.
Belfast, Nov. 21.

The train from Londonderry tq Coleraine 
skirts the shores of Lough Foyle] for a con
siderable distance and runs along a narrow 
belt of land at the foot of ranges which at 
one time were evidently cliffs that over
looked the sea. Here, as at many points on 
the coast of England, the gradual receding 
of the waters has left a tract open to the 
industry of man, and farms and enclosures, 
with villages between, rise on spots that had 
once been wastes of the ocean. The hus
bandry along these reclaimed spaces, though 
good on the whole, was not remarkable, and 
certainly would not bear comparison with 
that of the Lincolnshire Fens—a district 
not altogether dissimilar. Before reaching 
Coleraine we lost sight of the sea, and 
pointing southwards, made for the border
land which, watered by the stream of the 
Bann, the great boundary between Eastern 
and Western Ulster, divides the counties of 
Londonderry and Antrim. We soon passed 
into a pleasant country of low eminences 
and undulating plains. This seems rather 
a feature of Ulster; and the landscape 
began by degrees to improve and to wear a 
rich and more fruitful aspect as we ad
vanced further intoithe interior. I saw very 
few country seats ; /but in several places, ex
tensive fields, clean cut hedgerows, and fine 
steadings showed that the land had been 
thrown into large farms and here and there 
small tracts reminded you of the agriculture 
general in the Scottish Lowlands. This 
was, in a special manner, the me in the 
neighbourhood of one or two of the thriving 
towns which we sped by rapidly on our 
way; the diffusion of capital from these 
centres has evidently had the effect in some 
measure of breaking up the syetem of petty 
holdings. Yet seven-eighths of the country, 
probably, I went through is still occupied 
in this way ; and, though I saw many ill- 
drained fields, and irregular fences were 
conspicuous, the farming was, on the whole, 
good, and neat dwellings, well-white-washea 
walls, and, occasionally, trim plots and gard
ens marked the presence of a flourishing 
peasantry. Arthur Tfloang, the advocate of 
the large farm school, condemned in ein-
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phatic terms the agriculture of this part of 
Ulster in his time; but probably even that 
mndid writer was not altogether free from 
prejudice ; nor can it be doubted that it is 
still one of the mainsprings or the compara
tive opulence of the province. After pass
ing through many miles of this scenery, we 
came once more on the line of the sea, and 
hurrying along a tract covered with villas, 
and other evidences of wealth, between 
Belfast Lough and the ridge of Divis, we 
were soon within the capital of Ulster.

Belfast, the centre of the linen trade of 
Ulster, and the chief place for the export 
of the manufacture, is the most flourishing 
town I have seen in Ireland. Dublin, half 
a capita! and half a seat of commerce, has a 
magnificent yet rather a slovenly appear
ance : Cork has a look of long settled 
wealtn, but not of daring and brilliant in-

the houses in the principal streets is partice-

dustry. Compared with either, Belfast is 
wh£t Glasgow and Greenock are to Edin- 
bfirgb, what Leeds and Birmingham are to 
Bristol—a spot where new wealth and enter
prise have rapidly male a noble cieation, 
and are eclipsing the more stationary 
growths of older and more slow civilization. 
The town, built on the banks of the Lagan, 
where it opens into its fine estuary, was 
possibly of very ancient origin, but it owes 
its first rise to a Huguenot colony, which 
after the Revocation of the edict of Nantes 
planted on what was then a desolate morass 
the germs of a manufacture that had thriven 
in their hands along the shores of the Loire 
and the Seine. Yet the settlement of the 
exiles was not very successful ; and Belfast 
in the days of Arthur Young was a town of 
some 15,000 souls only, which, though 
known for its linen fabrics, and already 
possessing an increasing trade, was probably 
not a third the size of Cork. A circum
stance not without interest to a student of 
the Land Question of Ireland is said to have 
afterwards given a sudden impulse to the 
prosperity of the place, and to have launched 
it upon the path of progress. Belfast had 
previously been under tne tutelage of the 
Donegal family, but towards the close of the 
last century it was emancipated from the re
straints of short leases, the Lord Donegal of 
that generation having granted a number of 
perpetuities, end what hitherto had been a 
mere county town grew speedily into the 
capital of a province. The nest was done 
by the gradual concentration of the linen 
manufacture into a tew spots, and by the im
provements made in machinery ; and at

firesent Belfast is not only the second city is 
reland in population, but it excels all the 
cities of the island in the s:gne of flourishing 

wealth and industry. The architecture of

tired terraces and villas, occasionally admi
rably planned and decorated. The chief 
features of Belfast, however, are the rows of 
shipping that throng the quays, and the 
chimneys soaring from the factories below 
—the material proofs of the energy and 
skill which have given the place its de
served renown. A few of the churches are 
not without beauty ; but you miss, as usually 
is the case in these modem centres of civi
lized life, the glory of the medieval city, the 
spire, high above the square massive tower, 
and commanding the landscape on every 
side.

Belfast is situate on the confines of An
trim and Down which, almost separated into 
a distinct county by Lough Neagh and the 
line of the Bann, form the eastern division 
of the province of Ulster. This magnificent 
tract, in ancient times the land of the 
O'Neills and other Celtic tribes, was subju
gated and came under the power of the 
Crown in the reigns of Elizabeth and 
James I., Down having been colonized under 
the first Sovereign and' Antrim under her 
Scottish successor. In both instances Eng
lish and Scotch settlers took possession of 
the conquered territory, the Plantation, 
however, effected by James being more me
thodical and regular society grew up in a 
great degree upon the same type as it had 
done in Fermanagh and Londonderry. In 
Antrim and Down the invading colonists be
came a class of proprietors and occupiers, 
established in the land as landlords and 
tenants. They have shaped the fortunes of 
the whole community, and here, as else
where, they gradually extended to the van
quished aboriginal race the benefits of the 
kindly usages which had been formed in 
their mutual relations. 1 he result has been 
considerable social progress, the diffusion of 
civilization and wealth, and, with rare ex
ceptions, general tranquility. The domina
tion of Proi estant ascendency, though as 
evident here as in the south of Ireland, has 
been less pernicious in its effects ; and in
dustry, comparatively protected and secure, 
has reaped successfully its accumulated har
vests, and covered the land with the signs 
of prosperity. In one particular, Antrim 
and Down are to be distinguished from the 
rest of the province—they are the Lanca
shire and Yorkshire of Ireland; in these 
parts of the island alone manefaciuret have 
really thriven and expanded. This potent 
influenoe has, of course, had an effect on the 
agriculture of the counties, which in some
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places is exceedingly fine ; yet, strange to say 
that effect has not corresponded to what has 
occurred in England. Manufacturing cap
ital has only slightly disturbed the system of 
sacall-farm husbandry which still prevails in 
Antrim and Down, and though it has led to 
the creation of some large farms, its prin
cipal operation, as yet, has been to cause 
the prices of small holdings, protected by 
the custom of Ulster, to rise considerably 
through the growth of general opulence. As 
might have been expected, Antrim and 
Down are in a special .manner progréssive 
counties ; the agricultural area of both has 
enlarged, unlike what has usually happened 
in Ireland, and the value of their live stick 
haa been greatly augmented ; and this, too, 
coincides with a decline of population, ex
ceedingly small, if both the counties are 
taken together, and with s system of rela
tively small farms, though for obvious rea
sons, I do not lay much stress on the tact in 
these instances. The wages of agricultural 
labour, as was to be supposed, are high in 
these counties—say from 7s. to 10s. a week; 
and the rent of land, if we consider only the 
return that accrues to the landlord and ex- 
elude the burden of the Tenant Right, ap
peared to me to be at a low average—say 
from 16s. to 40s. the Irish acre. It may be 
observed that in these counties, regard being 
had to their great progress, rents have ad
vanced comparatively less since the days of 
Arthur Young than they have in many 
other parts of the island ; and the same ob
servation, as far as I can judge, applies to 
most of .the districts of Ulster. I cannot 
doubt that this slow increase is connected 
with the usage of Tenant Eight, which prac
tically fastens a second rent on land, though 
it is surprising how much less the effect of 
the usage in this respect is than pure politi
cal economy would conceive.

The land system of Antrim and Down, 
considered on the side of the occupiers only, 
resembles that of Fermanagh and London
derry, and, indeed, of almost the whole of 
Ulster. Exactly as is the case in the South, 
the tenancies are, for the most part, at will, 
tod, with honorable exceptions, what has 
been done on the land has been done by the 
tenants, not by their lords ; but, differing 
from the South, a powerful custom usually 
assures the tenant's claims, and gives him u 
mal interest in his holding, entirely distinct 
from the precarious possession, depending 
merely upon acquiescence, which alone pro
tects the tenant of the South, apart from 
agrarian terrorism and crime, considerable 
as may be his moral rights. It is, however, 
perhaps a distinctive feature of the land 

-• system of Antrim and Down that, in conse

quence probably of their comparative 
wealth, which still runs mainly into the 
land, the average value of the Tenant 
Right in these counties is exceedingly great ; 
it is seldom less than seven or eigh#yeara’ 
rent, and I have heard of instances in which 
it has risen to twenty and twenty-five years' 
rent—from 307. to 407. the Irish acre. Yet 
though the Right has thus encroached on 
the fee simple in this serious manner, and 
has eaten it out in several estates, whatever 
their owners may imagine, here, as else
where, landlords, as a rule endeavour to set 
restrictions on it, and, notwithstanding its 
enormous value, 1 am disposed to think that 
the general tendency of society is to impair 
and curtail it. Nevertheless, the custom is 
still extremely strong ; and, in spite ( f the 
extraordinary confusion of interests in the 
ownership of land which is its result, and of 
the misunderstandings, jars, and conflicts 
which we might suppose would flow from 
this, it still practically works tolerably well ; 
still, in an overwhelming majority of in
stances, has all the force of a local law ; 
still usually gives the tenant security, t>nd 
usually maintains his fair right of property.
I proceed to add something to previous re
marks on the rights sustained by this singular 
custom, which, as 1 have said, corresponds 
partly with the unprotected equities of the ten
ants of the South, in nature, characteristics, 
and existing status. Even when the right is 
not actually infringed, the circumstance that 
it is not sanctioned by law has a marked 
effect on landed relations, and, if it gives 
the tenant security, it also tends to make 
him somewhat dependent. Law being 
wholly on the side of the landlord, it being 
in his power, in a legal point of view, to 
abridge and even extinguish the Right, the 
tenant, however, protected by the custom, 
feels that he is in some measure at the 
mercy of his superior ^ and this sentiment 
increases in proportion Vi the interest as
sured by the right in his/ holding. A man 
who has paid 207. an acri for a farm legally 
a mere tenancy at will has bound himself 
in a heavy recognizance to obey the injunc
tions of a landlord, who can, il be pleases, 
destroy his property ; he is pledged more or 
less to submission from the consciousness 
of what authority may inflict. And though 
the cuitom is strong enough to secure the 
tenant in the great mass of cases, and though 
it has made him a free man compared to 
his fellow in the South, it does not save him 
from this sense of subjection ; and Tenant 
Right, unrecognised by law, has been found 
to be a powerful instrument to uphold the 
landlord’s influence. This has repeatedly 
been shown in elections and other political



106 THE LAND QUESTION

contests ; and though I would not exagge
rate the matter, for the legitimate power of 
landed property is still exceedingly great in 
Ulster, and the position of the tenant farmer 
of the North is not that of a mere depen
dent, it may be said that Tenant Right as it 
is, although not under the protection of the 
State, has affected thousands of Ulster 
votes.

Jt is obvious, too, that Tenant Right in 
its existing state contains the germs of 
serious and even perlions dissension, though 
the custom usually prevents their appear
ance. A landlord, influenced by the law 
and his interests, is apt to consider the 
Right as a parasite from which his estate 
ought to be set free ; a tenant, looking from 
an opposite point of view, thinks of the 
Right as of a most sacred property—in all 
respects a part ownership in the soil. Their 
notions accordingly may conflict, and law 
being on the side of the landlord, he is 
tempted to carry out his ideas, and to as
sail or weaken the tenant's position, though, 
as I have said, as a general rule, the cus
tom prevents injustice or discord. Occa
sionally, however, some wrong-headed per
son will violate the usage even directly ; 
and I have been informed of instances 
within Antrim and Down in which Tenant 
Right has been particularly annulled, by a 
raising of rent inconsistent with it, or by 
eviction without compensation. When such 
cases occur, the serious mischief of leaving 
the Right in its actual condition becomes 
strikingly and painfully apparent. The 
tenant’s property is inevitably confiscated, 
for his Right—which, in the opinion of the 
country, is a valuable interest, and, in num
berless instances, has been made a subject 
of lawful disposition—is destroyed by a per
version of law: and all the improvements 
he may have added to the land, which the 
Right alone, as a rule, protects, are lost in 
the general disaster. Such a nroceeding in 
truth is almost worse than anything which 
can occur in the South, inasmuch ns the 
rights ol the Northern tenant exceed usually 
those of his Southern fellow, and if, fortu
nately, agrarian crime has not followed in 
recent times, this is because such doings are 
so rare, and general opinion so condemns 
them, that their evil influence has not been 
developed. Moreover, two or three cases 
of this kind, nay, even the rumours of such 
cases, have the effect of creating great dis
content ; and had I not witnessed such 
things in the South, I should have been 
surprised at the evidence 1 have met of dis
satisfaction among Northern farmers who 
actually had little or nothing to complain 
of, yet felt themselves injured because the

Tenant Right of some distant^ equal may 
have been invaded. Not a few of these 
men have declared to me that they felt 
insecure, that their Tenant Right was an 
inadequate protection, that they, too, had a 
real grievance, and differing as the great 
majority do from the corresponding class in 
the South, they sympathize with them on 
the Land Question. Nay, though agrarian
ism is unknown among them, they have* I 
think, a kind of idea that indirectly they 
profit by it ; nor can it be forgotten with 
reference to this, that this part of Ulster 
has been the scene of one of the worst out
breaks of agrarian crime that ever has been 
witnessed in Ireland. A direct violation of 
Tenant Right caused the “ Hearts of Oak ” 
and the “Hearts of Steel ” to spring up in 
hundreds in Antrim and Down ; and many 
competent persons have declared that the 
spirit then roused could be awakened again.

It is evident, therefore, that Tenant 
Right, the grand security of the tenant of 
Ulster, and the only guarantee of rights of 
property supposed to be worth £20,000,000, 
cannot be allowed to remain as it is, repu
diated by law and upheld only by strong yet 
not invincible custom, and that to do so 
would be fraught with mischief. How 
to reconcile the claims created by the 
Right with the maintenance ol the just rights 
of ownership will certainly be a not easy 
task. One obvious solution would be to em
power the occupiers of estates bound by 
the Right to purchase the absolute fee 
simple, and the experiment might be fairly 
tried in cases where it could be effected by 
mutual agreement between the parties inter
ested ; but as it would be unjust in the ex
treme to make such a proceeding compul
sory, the remedy could be only partial, and 
one more general must be devised. Another 
suggestion would assimilate estates bound 
by the Right to manors subject to copyhold- 
tenures, and would declare [that, wherever 
the Right existed, a tenant should be en
titled to hold his land according to the con
ditions of the custom. This, it will be bb- 
served, would amount only to a distinct 
legal recognition of the custom, and would 
have no analogy to “ Fixity of tenure ; ulit 
would restrict the dominion of the landlord 
only where usage and justice restrict it now-, 
and it would leave him the right of raising 
rent and evicting a tenant besides, save only 
where the custom now intervene. This 
scheme, however, would generally be too 
advantageous to the tenant, for it would 
give the sanction of positive law to claims 
now very differently upheld; and as the 
custom ie very varying, and perhaps, le on 
the whole declining, it would involve per
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plexing inquiries, and in some cases might 
prove very detrimental. Another proposal 
would commute, after a full and impartial 
investigation, the value of the Right into 
leases for terms equivalent to its worth, 
thus, in part, following the copyhold analogy, 
yet gradually getting rid of the custom, and 
bring the land under common law tenures. 
This scheme is also liable to objections ; 
but I am bound to say that, although in 
Fermanagh, where the value ofXtho Tenant 
Right is not great, I found opinxms conçur 
in its favour, it was otherwise qi London
derry, Down, and Antrim, where the value 
of the Tenant Right is sometimes enormous. 
In Down and Antrim several farmers assured 
me they would not exchange their Tenant 
Right for a lease less than a perpetuity in 
substance ; and if you reflect that these m'en 
felt that they had an interest in their hold
ings that would sell for, perhaps, 20 years’ 
purchase, their pretensions are not wholly 
extravagant, even though they will admit 
that the force of the custom does not give 
them complete security.

The land system of Down and Antrim, 
and, indeed, of the greater part of Ulster, 
considered upon the side ot ownership, 
corresponds in most important points with 
that of the other three provinces. The 
owners are for the most part Protestants ; 
there is a good deal of absenteeism, and, with 
considerable brilliant exceptions, the im
provements effected upon the soil, as is 
natural under the small farm system, have 
been made bv the tenants, not the landlords. 
This state of things has not been altogether 
unattended by mischief, but owing to the 
existence of Tenant Right and the moral 
sympathy that still knits the landed classes 
largely together, this has been little to what 
is to be found in the South. No all spread
ing line of demarcation runs between the 
owners and occupiers of the soil ; there is 
little perilous clashing of interests ; and 
though Tenant Right is not thought secure, 
and a Land Question has grown up, there is 
an absence of grave social disorder, and 
landed property still has immense influence. 
In one particular, I have been struck by a 
distinction of no little significance. In going 
through the North I heard some complaints 
of a preference shown to Protestant tenants 
as such compared to Roman Catholics ; but 
this did not seem to provoke the irritation 
that a few similar instances did in the South. 
Nor is the reason difficult to discover. As 
a rule the Roman Catholic tenant of Ulster 
has precisely the same customary rights in 
point of tenure as the Protestant, and this 
very circumstance largely excuses what is 
usually a mere social predilection, felt to be

In some measure reasonable. In the second 
place, what is more important, the Roman 
Catholic tenant of the North knows that he 
belongs to an order inferior in power; and 
he does not resent any slight as keenly as 
his equal in the rest of Ireland does where 
Catholicism predominates among the occu
piers of the soil. Just in the same way, the 
Roman Catholics of England are not i eally 
hostile to the English Church; the Irish 
Roman Catholics united to a man to over
throw tie Irish Establishment.

No. XXV.
I have now visited the four Provinces of 

Ireland, and adopting a metaphor I have 
used before, 1 have reached a point at 
which, as if from a height, I ought to be 
able to see clearly the country which I have 
tried to suivey, and to take a comprehensive 
view of it. Yet, before I endeavour to 
examine minutely the land system of Ireland 
as a whole, and to draw out an elaborate 
account of it, I wish, as I did in the case of 
the South, to indicate certain broad conclu
sions suggested to my mind during the too 
brief period I have been able to allot to a 
tour in the North. As I have seen only the 
beet counties of Ulster, and my stay in the 
Province has been short, I cannot pretend 
to be as well informed respecting that great 
division of Ireland as I believe I have been 
respecting its fellows ; nor can I expect 
that my reflections on it will as nearly ap
proach a fair standard of truth. Yet in
creasing familiarity with n subject may 
supply the want of long observation. I 
have spared no pains while 1 was in Ulster 
to inquire about its general condition, and 
what I hove to say, however incomplete, 
may, perhaps, be not altogether fruitless 
with reference to the Land Question of Ire
land.

The counties of Ulster I have visited are 
included in the famous “Plantation,” or in 
an earlier settlement in the reign of Eliza
beth. The distinctive characteristic common 
to all is that colonies of English and Scot
tish origin established themselves in this 
part of the country, framed the order of so
ciety existing in it, educed civilization out of 
wild anarchy, and vindicated for the con
quered native race the usages connected 
with land which at first they devised fortheir 
own benefit. Looking broadly at the state of 
this favoured region, I should say that, com
pared with the rest of Ireland, it is one of 
great material prosperity, and of general 
social tranquility and peace, apart from the 
sectarian discords still too prevalent among
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the lower ordere. I have been, it is true,some
what disappointed with the agriculture of this 
part of Ulster; though good on the whole, 
it seldom reaches an extraordinary degree 
of excellence ; end over wide districts it does 
not approach that of the best counties of 
England. Even in Antrim and Down I saw 
whole tracts that required drainage and 
cried flood for improvement ; the landscape 
in numberless places seemed “ crumpled 
up," so to speak, by big wasteful fences: 
extensive farms, in which large capital had 
been boldly sunk, were not frequent ; and 
the soil often looked as though the wealth 
of the province had not thoroughly reached 
it. Yet contrasted with the South, and 
taking broad areas, this portion of the 
North is much better cultivated ; and if its 
husbandry is not perfect, a stranger cannot 
fail to admire one striking feature in its so
cial system. Notwithstanding certain oppo
sing influences, the peasantry of these divi
sions of Ulster are a singularly bold and 
self-reliant race, not equal, perhaps, in mere 
appearance to the peasantry of some ot the 
southern counties, but evidently more inde
pendent and free; and, though doubtless 
the small farms they have held during suc
cessive generations are not the best develop
ment of agricultural skill, they have reared 
a sturdy and fine breed of men, who, if not 
opulent, are reasonably well off, and who, if 
not altogether free from discontent, are 
nevertheless of the stuff that makes good 
subjects. As regards the humbler tillers of 
the soil, they are in a somewhat better posi
tion than in the South, though not so much 
as I had supposed, the wages of the agricul
tural labourer being from one to three 
shillings a week higher ; yet the condition 
of the agricultural labourer is certainly not, 
in any sense, unprosperous, though it has 
relatively advanced more rapidly elsewhere. 
As for the rent of land in this pSrt of the 
province, I thought it decidedly on a low 
average, excluding the burden of tenant- 
right; I heard hardly a single complaint of 
rack-renting ; and the appearance of the 
land, usually in good heart, and very seldom 
worn out or exhausted, strongly confirms my 
eonolusion on this point.

The social condition of this part of Ulster 
is comparatively sound. It is true that 
fierce a> ironsides of creed still divide the 
races tLei occupy the soil, and the Anglo- 
Scottish and Protestant peasantry,.and their 
Roman Catholic Celtin fellows, still form 
separate and half-hostile castes, and that 
names which elsewhere have lost their signi
ficance are for them incentives to passionate 
discoid. It is true, also, that elements of 
contention lurk in the relations between the

landed classes, and now and then make 
themselves apparent, and that in some places 
the holders ot land are not satisfied with 
their position, and complain of it in no 
measured language. Nor can it be denied 
that, considered in the abstract, and apart 
from peculiar local circumstances, the land 
system of this part of Ireland resembles too 
closely that of the South, the vices of which 
are so manifest. Protestant ascendency is 
written, so to speak, on the land, its owner
ship, with only few exceptions, being al
most confined to one sect, and the cold 
shadow of absenteeism falls with evil effect 
on whole districts. Here, too, as elsewhere, 
in point of law, the tenant of the occupier is 
usually at will ; and as what has been done 
for the land has been for the most part done 
by the tenant, here, as elsewhere, it would 
seem as if facilities are afforded for wrong, 
audit might be expected that distrust and 
dislike would too often keep landlord and 
tenant apart. Yet, speaking broadly, 
society in this region, notwithstanding occa
sional angry disturbance, is firmly establish
ed and expands prosperously, and social 
progress advances steadily with the growth 
of a flourishing community. Landed pro
perty, not, as in the rest of Ireland, assailed 
by numerous opposing influences, enjoys 
vast and, in part, most legitimate power ; it 
still performs its proper functions, and is 
still of real advantage to the State. As a 
general rule, goodwill and confidence pre
vail in the great relations out of which the 
existing order of things has been formed by 
degrees, and on which it rests. With rare 
exceptions the landlord class acknowledges 
the i ights which, in the course of time, their 
dependents have acquired in the soil; the 
tenant class, in turn, for the most part, do 
not encroach on their superior’s rights ; and 
though causes of disagreement may exist, 
society has not yet been convulsed by them. 
The broad result is that this harmony has 
concealed or remedied in a great measure 
what is defective in the existing land sys
tem ; that usage, sanctioned by general 
consent, has practically given the occupier 
of the soil a security he does not possess 
elsewhere; that industry has thus been en
couraged and protected, and has gradually 
developed noble fruits in accumulated pro
perty and wealth ; and the sentiment of ihe 
landed classes are usually kindly towards 
each other ; and tliat their mutual rights are 
placed under the shield of a sound public 
opinion. This last circumstance, even if it 
stood alone, would plainly distinguish the 
landed relations of this part of Ulster from 
those of the South. The Conservative and 
Liberal Press of the North would unite in
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denouncing any infringement of the just 
claims or rights of a tenant in a case worthy 
of real censure. The same fellow-feeling 
would not, I think, be found in any other 
province of Ireland.

That community in religion and origin, 
between the classes which fashioned the type 
of society in this part of Ulster, contributed 
largely to this state of things, is a matter 
jthat does not admit of question. It is 
equally certain that the result is not in any 
great measure due to the influence of a creed 
or of race, as such, for it is not possible 
to draw a marked distinction, in point of 
industiy, capacity, and worth, between the 
peasantry of this region, whether Anglo- 
Saxon Protestants or Romftiv Catholic Celts. 
The ultimate cause of this prosperity, as I 
have before remarked, is the gdpdwill which 
knit together the ancient colonists who 
shaped the fortunes of this part of Ireland, 
and which has expressed itself in the time- 
honoured usage that affects the system of 
land tenure. It is interesting to observe 
the effects of this usage, which practically 
has charged the ownership of land with a 
concurrent equity for the behoof of the oc
cupier, where it works steadily and in a 
harmonious manner. Tenant-right may be 
fitly compared to a plant which, transferred 
to an alien clime, might become a trouble
some or noxious weed, but which bears 
wholesome fruit under kindly influences in a 
congenial soil. What theoretically seems a 
confusion of titles, and even a probable 
source of discord, is converted by the opera
tion of custom into a mode of tenure by 
which the dominion of a landlord is not ill 
reconciled with an all but proprietary right 
on the part of the tenant, which assures and 
maintains the just claims of both, and which 
is found to conduce to goodwill between 
them. In districts where tenant-right 
flourishes, without a suspicion of interrup
tion, landlords usually have very great in
fluence ; their rents are invariably well paid, 
and are guaranteed by the tenant’s interest : 
experience proves that they are less reduced 
by the charge on the fee than might be sup
posed ; and a fair use of tho rights of pro
perty, of course within the limits of the 
custom, is found to be compatible with the 
rights of the tenant. Un the other hand, 
in virtue of the hold he has acquired 
through tenant-right on the soil, the tenant 
practically enjoys fecurity ; he is not sen
sible of the worst effects of a tenure legally, 
usually at will : he is not discouraged from 
improving his land by an apprehension that 
an unjust superior will despoil him of the 
fruits of his industry ; he feels reasonably 
safe and free, and cultivates his farm with a 

o

sense of property?* By these means what is 
most faulty in a land system critically far 
from gooa is remedied over a very large 
area, the equity of the tenant in the soil, 
placed under the protection of respected 
custom, becomes an effectual support for 
his industry ; and the results appcariin in
creasing wealth, in a gradual accusation 
of property, and in comparative tijAnquillity 
ana order. It has been calculated that i 
sum of 20.000.000Z. representing the capital 
of many thousands >f farmers, rests on the 
security of this usage : and it will always be 
a matter of astonishment that one main 
source of the prosperity of Ulster has never 
obtained the sanction of law.

Tenant-right, however, in its essential 
nature, cannot be considered a good arrange
ment, or a satisfactory form of land tenure. 
Its inevitable tendency is to contuse rights 
in an ill-defined partition of interests ; and, 
possibly, under a sounder system the agri
culture of this part of Ireland would bo better 
thm it is. Ignored by law, and resting on 
custom only, this singular ' equity of the 
tenant of the North gives his superior an 
influence which may exceed legitimate 
bounds, though not so much, perhaps, as 
might be supposed, and but for the general 
good feeling between them, it might be a 
very apple of discord, a continual cause of 
jealousy and wrangling. In truth, it is be
cause security ana quiet possession are its 
concomitants that tenant-right can be said 
to work well ; but, abstractedly, it has no 
such effects. Its natural operation as the 
law now stands might be in a contrary direc
tion, and what seem its inherent results 
flow really from the custom on which it 
depends, itself originating in local opinion. 
Moreover, immense ns the sums are that 
tenant right now commands in the market, 
the custom that upholds it is, probably, on 
the wane ; the tendencies of modern society 
and commerce are against the primitive 
usage ; though slill generally held in res
pect, it is, I think, losing Its paramount 
authority ; I have met instances in which it 
has been violated, and the right it supports 
has been rudely infringed, even in the coun
ties that are its peculiar seat. When occur
rences of this kind are found, few and far 
between as they certainly are, a feeling of 
irritation and alarm spreads through the 
occupiers of whole districts ; the vices of 
tho existing land system, concealed before, 
ere suddenly disclosed ; complaints are 
made that the sacred usage on which the 
property of Ulster rests is being invaded 
and sapped away ; opinion discovers numer
ous grievances which may not really exist 
at afi | and confidence in the certainty of
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poeseeeion is impaired, perhaps, over a con
siderable area. The result u that even in 
this region, happy as it is in its landed rela
tions compared with most other parts of 
Ireland, a sentiment of dissatisfaction with 
the existing arrangements of land may be 
traced ; a 11 land question " has developed 
itself, and a feeling of uneasiness which 
might become serious lurks under the peace
ful face of society. This state of things 
cannot remain as it is ; and, as I hare said, 
legislation must ia some manner vindicate 
the rights which, under the custom qf 
Ulster, exist for the occupier of the soil be
yond bis legal tenure. Nor can landlords 
reasonably complain it they And that law, in 
protecting these rights, must interfsre to a 
certain extent with the legal ownership 
which they possess theoretically, but whicn 
practically they have more or less ceded, 
and the encroachment on which, through the 
tenant’s equity, must in some degree be 
ascribed to themselves.

It remains to add that the land system 
of Ulster is not everywhere tbo same, and 
that the social state of the Province varies 
a good deal in different parte of it.. Ex
cepting Down, the non-Plantation are dis
tinguishable from the Plantation counties, 
ana even these considerable distinctions are 
perceptible in a number of districts. The 
centre of the province, and the northern 
and eastern seaboard, were the chief seats 
ef the colonists' power : and here, accord
ingly, society was established most firmly 
on its present foundations, here the settlers 
became most plainly dominant, here the 
aboriginal race was most readily assimila
ted to the type of the new community. In 
this region the strife resulting from con
quest ceased at a comparatively early 
period ; the worst elements of disorder 
were soon quelled ; civilization obtained a 
favourable start which over since it has 
successfully maintained j and the usages 
connected with the tenure of land, which 
have made the custom of Ulster famous, 
were developed most fully, and, it is said, 
have to this day taken root most deeply. 
Beyond this Pule, in Monaghan, in Lower 
Cavan, in a part of Armagh, and in the 
Donegal highlands the ascendency of the 
settlers was leu complete ; the feud be
tween the conquerors and the conquered 
continued to a later age, and society thus 
made less progress, disorder has always 
been more nfe, tenant-right is less thorough
ly sustained by usage j the general char
acter of the land system mors nearly 
approaches that of the South, and evictions 
and clearances have been less uncommon. 
It should be observed, too, that in this

last named-region agrarianism has often 
appeared, and to this day the district is lees 
prosperous, and in parts is more subject 
to social disturbance than the more fully 
colonized divisions of Ulster. Nevertheless, 
tenant-right in different degrees of efficacy 
may be said to prevail throughout the Pro
vince. all-powerful here, quite feeble there ; 
and thence, like seed scattered by the winds, 
its germs have spread to parts of the South, 
especially to the midland counties, and have 
been crudely developed id'pertain districts. 
The imperfect tenant-right of the South, 
however, differs seemingly from that of the 
North in this—that/the one, as a rule, is sel
dom acquiesced in until the land shall have 
actually passed to a purchaser for a valuable 
consideration ; the other is a vested interest 
in a tenant, in whatever manner he obtains 
bis holding, which he may dispose of under 
known restrictions. At bottom, however, 
the only difference is probably that in the 
one case the right of the tenant rests on con
nivance, in the other it is defended by-cus- 
tom. In both instances what really happens 
in selling the interest is, for the most part, 
the same.

I have now investigated the Land Ques
tion of Ireland by enquiry and observation 
on the spot in the course of a tour of some 
length, and "by visiting all the Provinces of 
the island, I have endeavoured to make the 
information I have collected as full as pos
sible. My object has been to put together 
facts, and to supply to your readers materi
als of thought rather than to express my 
own opinions ; yet, as was to be expected 
I have not abstained from commenting 
sometimes on evidence before me. The re
ports I have sent you have had only the elu
cidation of truth in view, without reference 
to any peculiar theory. I shall not dwell on 
the pains I have taken to make them accu
rate and trustworthy : suffice it to say that 
in no instance have 1 made a statement or / 
drawn an inference without reasonably ade- ( 
quate proof. For two reasons, during this 
enquiry, I have referred a good deal to the 
material condition, the externa# features, f 
and the scenery of Ireland, to its ethnologi- / 
oal and sectarian divisions, and to the his
torical facts especially connected with the 
settlement of tne land of the island. For— 
and this is remarkably seen in Ireland— 
these particulars, in the first place, eater 
into the land system of every country, and 
are necessarily closely associated with it ; 
and, in the second place, I wished to indi
cate what formidable and longstanding pro
blems are identified with the Irish Land 
Question, and how idle it is to imagine that 
any effort of legislation will speedily solve
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No. XXVI.
Dec. 20.

My tour through Ireland having been 
completed, I proceed to examine in detail 
the land system of the country as a whole, 
according to the plan I have before laid 
down. The first question that presents it
self is how that system is, as it were, ex
pressed in the material condition of the 
island, and in the state of its landed classes, 
which will be fairly answered by noticing 
briefly the resources and position of the 
Iristaiation.

In former letters I expressed an opinion, 
founded on inquiry and observation, that the 
material progress of Ireland had been con
siderable since the famine period, and that 
the country enjoyed at present a fair por
tion of material prosperity. The elaborate 
returns prepared for the Government con
firm a conclusion resisted only by unreason
ing partisan violence. It cannot be doubted 
that in the last 25 years the wealth of Ire
land has greatly increased, that her main in
dustry has been much improved, that many 
obstacles to her advancement have vanished, 
that a change for the better has been felt 
bv all orders and ranks of the people. 
However fallacious statistics may re, the 
proof of this is, I think, decisive. The su
perficial area of Ireland is, in round 
numbers, 21,000 000 acres, and though a 
fifth of these even now are waste, more 
than 2,000,000 acres have been reclaimed 
and enclosed since 1641. If the breadth of 
land devoted to tillage has not'-extended 
since that time, and has even contracted 
within the last few years, there is reason to 
believe that farming of all kinds is more 
profitable t‘ian it has ever been, and it is 
certain that the staple produce of the coun
try has been immensely developed. The 
value of the live stock of Ireland was esti
mated in 1841 at rather more thau £21,000,- 
000 ; In 1861, at the same rates of priee, it 
had advanced to nearly £35,600,000 ; and 
it has been calculated that, at current prices 
it would hove exceeded £45,000,000. Simul
taneously, a decided progress in the opulence 
of the country has become manifest, and all 
classes have had a share in it. The rental 
of Ireland was probably not £12,000,000 in 
1841, and was often liable to great reduce 
tions ; it is now not less than £16,000,000,

is relatively a less burden than it was, 
and is as well paid as that of England or 
Scotland. In -1846 the Devon Commission 
could only report that the “ large iarmere" 
were “ tolerably" well off, and that the 
“ small farmers" were “in a very wretched" 
state : at this moment it has been supposed 
that the accumulated savings of those classes 
amount to £20,000,000, and as a rule, ex
cept the very smallest holders, they are in 
reasonably easy circumstances. As for the 
agricultural labourers who, in five-sixths of 
the country, were in a state of abject desti- 
tution, unparalleled, perhaps, in any other 
part of Europe, eking out existence on 4s. s 
week, their wages have been very nearly 
doubled; and if they are still too poor 
in some districts, they are not on the whole 
in a bad condition. The face of the country 
fully attests the general progress of the 
landed classes ; the agriculture of Ireland, 
though still backward and very imperfect in 
many districts, is, nevertheless a great deal 
better than it was when the Devon Commis
sion described it as “ in the highest degree 
defective and the exertions of not a tew 
landlords who, since the events of 1846, 
have devoted themselves to their estates, 
have contributed largely to this change. It 
should be added that every statistical test— 
investments in Government Stock and rail
ways, returns of probate and legacy duties, 
deposits in banks and their circulation— 
shows that this improvement has been uni
versal and has pervaded the whole nation ; 
but I shall notice two proofs only, which 
seem to me especially remarkable. The 
habitations of the better class in Ireland were 
only 304,264 in number in 1841 ; twenty 
years afterwards they were more than 
416,000; and though the population within 
this period declined from more than 8,000, 
000 to 5,790,000 souls, the consumption of 
almost every article that forms a luxury for 
the humbler classes has increased in an 
extraordinary manner.

I shall not try to decide to what extent 
this general progress is to be ascribed to 
the ordinary growth of society ; to the in
creased prosperity of England and Scot
land, in which Ireland has necessarily 
shared ; to the numerous yet ill-explained 
agencies by which, during the last twenty 
years, the weal A of Europe has been 
augmented. It may. be affirmed that two 
special causes have contributed greatly to 
the result. Before the events of 1846 two 
millions and a half of the Irish people were 
in a state of abject wretchedness, and it is 
difficult to calculate what a burden this mass 
wae on the energies of the nation—how it 
checked anainterfered with its industry, how
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it retarded its social improvement. It is 
nothing to the point that the resources of 
the country might, if well developed, have 
made these millions useful; in its actual 
condition they were an incubus on it, the 
mischief of which was great and lamentable. 
In addition to this, thirty years ego, a very 
large portion of the land of Ireland, in con
sequence of 'he embarrassments of its 
owners and of the complication of middle
man tenures, had been practically with
drawn from commerce, and in this way vast 
tracts in each province were consigned to 
pauperism, neglect, and barrenness. The 
immense immigration that followed the 
famine finally got rid of the redundant pop
ulation, and legislation culminating in the 
Landed Estates Acts, threw insolvent estates 
into the market wholesale, and almost ex
tinguished the evil of middlemen ; and 
though, as usunlly happens in social changes 
the result was not unattended by mischiefs, 
in some respects of a serious kind, the pre
ponderance of good is unquestionable. I 
cannot doubt, though the small purchasers 
in the Landed Estates Court have often 
proved harsh landlords, that the progress of 
the country in this generation must be attri
buted in no slight degree to the lessening of 
the dead weight of poverty which hung on 
it; and to the emancipation of a large part of 
the soil from what practically was the worst 
kind of mortmain. This revolution, more 
than anything else, has improved the con
dition of the Irish labourer, has freed the 
land from swarms of paupers beneath the 
status of even the smallest farmer, has at
tracted capital to the soil, has quickened 
and fed the springs ot industry, and has 
contributed to the advance of opulence.

Yet, though the general progress of Ire
land has been considerable since 1841, there 
are some indications of a movement the 
other way which Require attention, and it is 
certain that within the last few years the 
advance ot the nation has not been great. 
All over the country the inland towns, with 
hardly an exception, seem declining ; and 
great as has been the increase of its wealth, 
especially of its chief produce, live stock, 
the agricultural area of Ii eland has dimin- 
nished about 140,000 aeres between 1866 
and 1868, while there has been a slight ad
dition to the ranks of pauperism. It would 
seem, too, that the prosperous change 
which became 'marked about 1850 has by 
degrees been losing its force; the nation 
has not advanced in wealth as might have 
been expected since 1860; even in live 
stock there has not been a decided improve
ment during the last ten years. It is a remark
able and very interesting fact that the pro

gress which Ireland has made has been 
most evident in the districts in which the 
normal type of her main industry has been 
least broken up or disturbed. The exodus 
of her pauper millions has been accompanied 
by undoubted good ; but the consolidation 
of small holdings, excluding mere nominal 
cottier patches, into farms of an extensive 
kind, has, even in a material point of view, 
been apparently an economic failure ; and 
districts of rather small farms that have been 
allowed to thrive in their own way have 
been more prosperous, taking a long period, 
than districts marked by great 11 clear
ances.” For proof I shall not appeal to 
Ulster, where we see an advance of agri
cultural wealth comparatively rapid coin
ciding with a system of small farms that 
have suffered little change, for other causes 
affect the result. But an examination of 
couuties which may be fairly compared 
shows that the resources of Ireland have 
increased most where the small farm system 
has net been invaded, and that they have 
increased less where there has been an 
effort to introduce hastily the large farm 
system. I shall not repeat the testimony 
collected in previous letters upon this head, 
suffice it to say that 1 have been surprised 
by it, and that it has carried conviction to 
my mind ; and I refer those who wish to 
work out the problem in detail for them
selves to the Government Returns during 
the last few years. It will be observed 
that this hardly bears on the question of the 
relative advantages of small and large farm 
husbandry ; it merely indicates that an 
attempt to establish the system of large 
farms in a country previously ill prepared 
for it has not hitherto been successful, and 
that, as might have been expected, districts 
in which society has not been rudely 
shaken have thriven under the small farm 
system.

On a fair review of the facts, therefore, 
we may say that the material progress of 
Ireland has been great in the last twenty- 
five years ; that it has been i?considerable 
since 1860, and that it has been most ap
parent where the small farm #f stem— taking 
the tsrm in a reasonable fettegr-r-has con
tinued the ordinary mode ofj'fcgriculture. 
Turning now from the visible-results to the 
organization of the land system of Ireland, 
we find a state of things which, viewed criti
cally, and without regard to mitigating in
fluences, would seem ineompatible with any 
kind of improvement, and which, after 
making every allowance, must be pronounc
ed injurious to the national welfare and 
pregnant with social disorder and mischief. 
A Parliamentary Return of 1866 shows that
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166 shows that

the occupiers of the soil in Ireland aro about 
609,009; the farming area of the island, in
cluding the demesnes of country gentlemen 
and wastes, being rather more than 20,- 
000,000 acres. We may divide these occu
piers into great classes, which, though blend
ing with each other, should be viewed apart ; 
and though it is only possible to guess at 
their respective numbers, I believe my esti
mate is not far from correct. There are 
nearly 36,000 occupiers, comprising owners 
cultivating their own lands, with holdings 
of 601. yearly value and upwards ; and 
these, who, allowing an average of 150 
acres to each holding, would engross rather 
more than one-fourth of the land of the 
country, fall properly into the first class, 
and may be fairly described as capitalist 
farmers. The lands in the possession of 
this class are to be found scattered in every 
county, but they are most numerous in the 
neighbourhood of Dublin, of some of the 
flourishing towns of the north and in the 
pastures of Mealh, \\ estmeath, and Lim
erick, these districts being most favourable 
either to large farm husbandry or to exten
sive grazing. In the case of these capitalist 
farmers, either the landlords, as a general 
rule, have made the permanent improve
ments on the land according to the English 
and Scottish fashion; or, as usually has 
happened, the quality of the land is such as 
requires no such additions ; and many, pos
sibly a majority of the class, huld under 
lease, by definite contract. Farms, too, in 
this category are comparatively unaffected 
by the tenant-right either of the North or 
the South, and they are, in truth, too large 
to attract the competition that would subject 
them wholly to the custom of Ulster, or 
would make them readily saleable elsewhere. 
Speaking generally, therefore, tenants of 
this kind may be said to hold under what 
may be called the English system of occu
pation ; their station in life has given them 
the means of making an independent bar
gain ; they carry on farming as a business, 
and they have little or r.o title to those 
equities in the soil which create for so many 
Irish tenants an indefinite concurrent inter
est in it. Excluding this class—not one- 
sixteenth, it should be remembered, of the 
whole—the remaining occupiers are about 
573,000 in number, and this immense body, 
which probably holds nearly three-fourths 
of the lands of the island, forms the second 
class to which I have referred, and may 
be designated as peasant farmers. As might 
have been expected, this mass includes all 
degress of rank and so,.ial condition, from 
the flourishing yeoman of Wexford or Down 
to the poor one-acre cottier of the West ; 

A

it runs into the first class and unites it to the 
humblest tiller of the soil y it is separated 
by many shades of difference, yet, setting 
accidental distinctions aside, the numerous 
sections into which it is split have generally 
marked characteristics in common, which 
associate them in a real identity. In the 
case of tenancies of this class—rejecting, of 
course, very great exceptions where a con
trary practice has prevailed—the tenants, 
and not their lords, have made the perma
nent improvements upon the soil, and, in 
truth, have given, in thousands of instances, 
its present productive character to the land ; 
the mode of tenure, as a general rule, is 
not by lease, but at will, determinable by a 
six months' notice to quit; the holdings 
where tenant-right exists are completely 
within the sphere of its influence, and the 
occupier, though his legal title is usually 
precarious, has in numberless cases an 
equity in the soil, which morally gives hjm 
an interest in it, more or less co-ordinate 
with the rights of the owner. One-fourth, 
perhaps, of the tenantry of this class may 
be in a position to deal with their superiors 
at arm’s length ; but three-fourths, at least, 
are a mere peasantry, disabled from the very 
nature of their case from making a perfectly 
free contract, and bound to the soil as the 
source of existence ; and the whole class 
may he said broadly to hold by the Irish 
system of occupation.

It is deplorable to observe how unequal 
our law is in dealing with these two classes 
of tenants. It is a reasonable rule of right 
for the first ; for its principle that whatever 
is added to land becomes the property of 
its owner seldom works wrong in cases in 
which the landlord makes the chief per
manent improvements ; and its rigid doc
trine that giant or contract can alone create 
an interest in the fee is not often injurious 
to a tenant who holds either by lease or by 
a distinct bargain. But it is iniquitous in 
the highest degree in the case of tenants by 
precarious tenures who have permanently 
added to the value of their farms, and jrho, 
in this way, or through tenant-right, have 
acquired an equity in the soil ; for, as to 
these, it repudiates their moral rights, and 
it exposes them to be summarily destroyed. 
Instead of declaring, as it ought to do, that 
such claims create an interest in the freehold 
in the nature of a lien or an estate, it rejects 
them altogether from its sphere, and it actu
ally gives the owner of land facilities to 
extinguish them for his own benefit, to which 
he is ever tempted to have resource, as the 
process adds to his own property. As the 
law now stands, an Irish landlord has not 
only the power of appropriation to himself,
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by the raising of rent or by eviction, what 
belongs rightfully to his tenants-at-will— 
the ordinary tenure, it must be borne in 
mind, ot the great body of the peasant 
farmers—but he has an apparent interest to 
do so, for tin act of spoliation, in most in
stances, would have the effect of increasing 
his rental, or of relieving his estate from a 
burden. Such a state of law, in truth, 
considered in the abstract, is, in its applica
tion to this immense class of cases, a mere 
inversion of justice ; and were it generally 
enforced and pushed to its limits, it may be 
confidently said that it would check all pro
gress, would utterly blight agricultural in
dustry, and would throw society into con
fusion. Its operation has been happily re
strained by usage, humanity, good sense, 
and torbearance, apart from means of an
other kind ; and though its practical mis
chiefs are real and serious, they fall far 
shçrt of what they are in theory. In a 
considerable part of one Province in Ireland 
a custom, still of extraordinary force, pro
tects the equitable rights of the ordinary 
tenant, secures him usually in his possession 
of the soil, and in the fruits of his labour 
deposited in it, and to a great extent over
rides the laws and nullifies its oppressive in
justice. This custom practically has the 
effect of vindicating, in an overwhelming 
majority of instances, the interest of the 
iarmer of the North in his land, though his 
legal tenure be merely at will ; and what
ever may be its defects, it is found accom
panied by comparative prosperity and order. 
In the rest ot Ireland no check so powerful 
exists to mitigate the wrongfulness of the 
law, and to uphold the moral rights of the 
peasant farmer ; and, consequently, his in
terests are much less protected, his equities 
in the soil, in themselves less, are under a 
much less weighty sanction, and society is 
more backward and disturbed. Even in 
this part of the country, however, the law— 
at least of late years—is not often brought 
to bear on the tenant harshly ; and, setting 
aside a well-known check on which I shall 
say a word afterwards, it is tempered by the 
conscientiousness, the deference to opinion, 
the kindly feelings,the habitual acquiescence 
of those who may profit by its abuse. As 
a matter of fact, the equitable interest of the 
tenant of the South in his holding is not 
often unfairly invaded : and the great body 
of the landlords of the South are a great 
deal better than the law of the land.

These modifying circumstances have been 
sufficient-to lessen the mischiefs of ab d 
law and to make the system of landed ten
ure’prevailing in the greater part of Ireland 
consistent with a fair amount of progrès».

Nay, they have been sufficient to cause even 
whole districts, for the most part occupied 
under these conditions, to advance as yet 
more rapidly than districts held uuder a sys
tem more favoured by law, but introduced 
after much social disturbance. But that the 
existing relations between the law and what 
I have called t he Irish mode of occupation 
produce real and immense evil is a matter 
that does not admit of question. The ne
cessary tendency ot this state of things is 
to retard improvement by exposing the 
just rights of the tenant to confiscation, 
and to provoke discontent in a whole class, 
the most important certainly in the nation. 
One of the best proofs of this is that in 
Ulster, where the law has, in a great de
gree, been supplanted by the custom that 
guards the interest of the tenant, we find 
comparative progress and order ; and that, 
in the case of farms in the class here re
ferred to, you see, as a general rule, 
throughout Ireland, better cultivation and 
more comfort wherever the vices of the 
law have been, to a considerable extent, 
neutralized by the security afforded by rea
sonable leases. Unfortunately, too, this 
system of tenure has, in its operation, had 
direct results fraught with widespread and 
alarming evils. Occasionally, even in the 
North, some unjust or exacting man will 
make use of the law to infringe the custom 
that alone maintains the rights of the ten
ant ; and the consequence is not only an act 
of wrong, but the disturbance of, perhaps, a 
whole neighbourhood, The iniquities of the 
law, and the impossibility of resistance, 
being suddenly revealed, a feeling of irrita
tion runs through those who may equally 
suffer ; a sense of insecurity is widely diffu
sed, and though owing to the rare occur
rence of such cases, society is not perma
nently injured, the sentiment ot dissatisfac
tion thus evoked is more deeply rooted than 
might be supposed. In the South, where 
no potent local usage exists to vindicate the 
interests of the tenant, the exercise of op
pression in the shape of law on the part of 
the landlords is more common ; the effects 
of such acts, which, though infiequent now, 
were but too numerous not very long ago, 
spread alarm and indignation far and wide, 
and create a general hatred of the law, and 
we jme the result in the state of the country, 
iiVttie mutual distrust of the landed classes, 
i^ the social disorder that abounds, though 
other causes no doubt co-operate. To this 
antagonism between law and justice we 
must. I believe, ascribe the formidable spirit 
which, in the South of Ireland, has fashioned 
a popular law of terrorism, with which the 
peasantry generally sympathise, to operate
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as a check on landlords. No doubt agrarian
ism is a deep-seated malady, which may be 
traced to the historic past, that it is a symp
tom of chronic social disorder, which mani
fests itself in a variety of forms ; but the 
true secret of its present strength—apart 
from its more outrageous violence—is a 
conviction in the hearts of a whole class 
that the conditions under which they bold 
their lands are essentially unfair. Unhappi
ly, as l have before shown, this conviction 
will probably grow more profound in pro
portion as the peasantry of Ireland acquire 
a greater interest in their holdings, and ad
vance in intelligence and wealth ; and were 
the existing law to continue as it is, 1 think 
that the agrarian spirit, as it is now mani
fested, would become more intense, and be 
quickened by the very prosperity of the peo
ple.

It appears, therefore, upon examination, 
that the ordinary system of tenure in Ireland, 
however modified by various influences, is, 
in different degrees, productive of mischief. 
The law falls in sufficiently well with the 
interests of a small minority of occupiers, 
it disregards the interests of the immense 
majority, and abandons their protection to 
other expedients. The principle which ex
poses the tenant at will to eviction and the 
arbitrary raising of rent, and which repudi
ates his equities in the soil, extensive as 
these frequently are, sets law directly at issue 
with right, and with the existing facts of 
society, and it would be simply intolerable 
if its operation bad not been restrained by 
numberless causes. Its consequences, how 
ever, have been deplorable ; and however 
numerous are the ills that at this juncture 
afflict Ireland, in whatever degree the state 
of the country may be ascribed directly to 
agitation, to the lawlessness of an excitable 
race, to the upheaving of passions long 

eut up at the prospect of a social change, 
owever unhappy traditions of the past 

may be mingled with the Land Question, 
the feelings engendered by the conditions 
of tenure are, in my judgment, the most 
formidable evil. An effort of the imagina
tion is required to comprehend the senti
ments of the peasant who knows that the 
whole force of law may he used to destroy 
his rights in:<juitously and work his ruin ; 
he will be discontented in proportion to 
the weakness of the checks that he can 
successfully oppose ; he can never enjoy 
complete security ; and social disturbance 
inevitably follows. Yet the State still main
tains this vicious system ; the power—nay, 
the armed forceaf Government is employed 
to vindicate that which sometimes is an ex
hibition of extreme wrong ; and the authori

ty of the Crown is invoked to support what 
may be acts of mere spoliation We satirize 
ourselves if, this being made clear, we com
plain that the ordinary Irish farmer has no 
sympathy with our institutions ; and that he 
turns away from our merciful laws ; let us, 
at least, endeavour to do him right, to re
dress justice, which we may admitthat even 
our statesmen, have been slow to perceive, 
before we condemn him as incorrigible. 
The system attended with such results must 
undergo a thorough reform ; in this great 
matter of Irish tenures, law and right must 
be made to harmonize. It must ever be a 
subject of regret that the change was not 
gradually effected, as it unquestionably 
might have been, by the gentle process of 
judicial decisions ; that the Judges of Ireland 
did not long ago mould the principles of the 
law to the usages of the people, and to the 
real necessities of society, in a country es
pecially requiring the process. That this 
was not done must be attributed to the 
fact that, during the period when our law 
was capable of great judicial development, 
the Irish Bench represented only the in
stincts of ascendency and conquest ; and 
in this, as in other things, the Imperial 
legislature will be obliged to make good 
the unhappy short-comings of the past.

The land system of Ireland, moreover, 
examined upon/the jside of ownership, is 
not in a satisfactory state. As I have often 
pointed otit,x absenteeism prevails to an 
extent that ih< really calamitous ; many of 
the largest^proprietors are absentees; and 
in the South a marked religious distinction 
associate'! with an inauspicious past, divides 
the great body of landlords from the people.
I have indicated before the unfortunate con
sequences which, coupled with a bad system 
of tenure, may be traced to this condition of 
affairs,—how when whole tracts are without 
the influences that gain affection for landed 
property, it too often becomes an object of 
dislike; how disunion in creed between 
landlord and tenant draws a barrier between 
them difficult to level and too suggestive of 
ill-omened recollections ; how the antago
nism in social and political life, in part 
flowing from this separation, has terminated 
in the South of Ireland in wresting from 
property its natural power, and rendering it 
odious in too many places. I shall not 
dwell on these topics again, but shall make 
one remark upon absenteeism, reserved for 
a last glance at its effects. The great evil 
of absenteeism is moral, especially in such 
a country as Ireland, the withdrawal of the 
presence of the proprietor; but I cannot 
agree with those who contend that it is abso
lutely without economic mischief. It is easy
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to refate the vulgar fallacy that Ireland is 
at the loss of the whole sum remitted to 
absentees abroad, that this is simply a drain 
on her resources. I conceive, however, 
that, economically, Ireland suffjrs from 
absenteeism in this way—that its tendency 
is to remove to a distance the market for 
many Irish commodities which otherwise 
would find a market at home, and thus to 
lessen profits to some extent; and that it 
diverts a considerable fund from productive 
to unproductive employment. I cannot, 
however, enlarge on this here ; ar.d 1 must 
leave a subject not exclusively Irish to be 
discussed in a more regular manner. In 
the greater part of the north of Ireland, 
landed property resting on a social basis 
ve-y different from that of the other pro 
vinces, still fortunately possesses conside$ 
able power, and, notwithstanding some ad
verse influences, will long maintain its natu
ral authority. As regards the whole system of 
ownership in Ireland, unsound as it is in too 
ma(iy plai es, it is obvious that any change 
in it must be, in the strictest sense, volun
tary and most fully respect the rights of 
property. Such a change must be gradual 
and partial, and can only be thought of as 
supplemental in any settlement of the Lund 
Question ; yet it may be the duty of real 
statesmanship, on grounds of high political 
expediency, to afford facilities for this con
summation.

LORD CLARENDON upon Vit IRISH LAND 
QUESTION and FOREIGN POLITICS.

Watford, Tuesday.
The annual meeting of the West Hert

fordshire Agricultural Association was held 
in this town yesterday, and prizes were 
awarded for the best cultivated farms, the 
best root crops, for excellence in ploughing, 
and for long service. In the evening the 
members dined together in the Corn Ex
change, and there was a numerous and in
fluential gathering. Lord Chesham presided, 
and was supported by the Earl of Clarendon, 
Lord Ebury, Viscount Malden, Lord Hyde, 
the Hon. H. Cowper, M P., Mr. H. R. 
Brand, M.P., Mr. Abel Smith, M.P., Major 
Foekett, the Rev. R. L. James, Mr. Marjori- 
banks.Mr. W.Jones Loyd, Mr. T. F. Halsey, 
Mr. A. Sedgwick, &c.

The customary loyal toasts having been 
honoured,

Mr. G. Marjoribanks next gave “ The 
Houses of Lords and Commons and the 
Countv Members,” and in the course of a 
eulogistic speech remarked that there never 
was » time when it was more incumbent

upon all of them to wish the best health 
and vigour of mind and body to the Houses 
of Lords and Commons.

The Earl of Clarendon, on rising to 
acknowledge the toast, was received with 
much cheering. He said,—My lords and 
gentlemen, I beg you to believe in the great
ful sense I entertain of the cordiality and 
the kindnrss of your reception of my name.
I am afraid they are greater than I deserve, 
for of late I have been a very truant neigh
bour, but my absence has been inevitable, 
and I can assure you that on those days 
when I missed this useful and agreeable 
meeting I was with you in imagination, and 
heartily wished that in person I coula also 
have been present. (Cheers./ I thank Mr. 
Marjoribanks for the manner in which he 
has given the toast of “ The House of 
Lords,” and for the way in which he has 
alluded to my name. Unless I in feebler 
tones were to re-echo his eulogy of the House 
of Lords and in something like stereotyped 
language were to convey to you that the 
House of Lords will always do its duty and 
be a drag upon impetuous legislation, I am 
afraid I should he poaching upon the sacred 
ground of politics and should be warned off 
by your chairman. But 1 have no intention 
of running such a risk, because I agree with 
Lord Ebury that when men ot different 
opinions meet together tor one common 
purpose it would be injurious to the harmony 
which is essential for that purpose and a 
grievious sin against good taste to introduce 
political subjects, and they are therefore as 
a general rule excluded. I say “ as a gen
eral rule,” because that proverbially implies 
exceptions, and I know no rule in which ex
ceptions are more often made. (“Hear” and 
laughter.) But the speaker always knows 
he can be called to order and he always 
obeys the call when made, however import
ant he may think it may be for mankind to 
learn his views on opinions. (Laughter.)
I say, then, that 1 feel some difficulty in not 
making an exception to this rule, because l 
this year the House of Lords has been sub-1 
jected to vehement attacks. It may be said 
that it has been put upon its trial, and 1 feel 
that I could neither vindicate nor blame nor 
exp ain the course of policy which has been 
pursued without adverting to that great 
question which, almost to the exclusion of 
every other, occupied the attention of Par
liament last Session, and which ought not to 
be brought into the arena of discussion on 
this occasion. (Hear, hear.) But, having 
been a member of that House now for more 
than thirty years, having been a regular 
attendant in it, and to the best of my ability 
having observed the spirit in which its pro
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ceedings have been conducted, I will say, 
without any odious comparisons, that, in 
respect of knowledge, eloquence, ability, 
and experience, it stands second to no other 
legislative assembly in the world. (Cheers.) 

(Nor can tlis be wondered at when we con
i’ sider how the House of Lords is recruited,
I and the amount of new blood which is con
stantly being poured into that body. The 
House of Lords has been jeered at for not 
more often imitating measures, and still 
more jeered at tor the brevity of its debates. 
With respect to the first, I believe the fault 
lies maiuly with the House of Commons, 
who are naturally jealous of the right inher
ent in them, as representatives of the people, 
to impose taxes. But I think that with a 
little goodwill a proper and useful under
standing might be arrived at by which the 
initiative might be taken in the House of 
Lords on measures which, though they might 
contain monty clauses, were not in reality 
bills for taxing the people. (Cheers.) 
With respect to the second matter, the bre
vity of our debates, I think that is mainly 
attributable to a laudable custom in the 
House of Lords of not speaking when we 
have nothing particular to say. (Laughter 
and cheers.) An imitation of that example 
in what is called “ another place” would be 
of advantage, and might be attended with 
very great economy of time, and no leas 
efficiency in the transaction of public busi
ness. (L'iughtor.) The House of Lords' 
gentlemen, is not a representative body, but 
it is a responsible body. It is responsible 
to the country (hear, hear) ; it knows it and 
it feels it; and three months ago it gave a 
signal proof of it. (Cheers.) I say, there
fore, that there is nothing in the long run to 
be apprehended from the House of Lords. 
There is no reason for the assumption that 
after a due course of time the House of 
Herds will ever oppose itself lo what is the 
acknowledged and tire admitted opinion of 

■ the .country. (Cheers.) 1 say, therefore, 
that there is no apprehension on that score. 
But the House of Lords has been reproach
ed, and I n-u t say with some kind of rea
son, with not going fust enough—that it 
did not, in fact, seize the realities of public 
opinion, and was not alive enough to the 
enormous progress—the astounding progress 
—of intellectual activity in everything which 
distinguishes the age iu which we live, and 
which makes us live a century in thirty 
years. (Hear, hear.) I will ask anybody 
here what would have been thought of a man 
who, thirty years ago, had predicted that we 
should, with ease and convenience, go 
across Europe, from Marseilles to London, 
in twenty-four hours; that the traveller, on

arriving in London, should be able to learn, 
by means of a bit of wire 2,000 miles long, 
buried at the bottom of the ocean, that a 
friend ot his had had his leg amputated in 
Philadelphia or New York five minutes be
fore, and that by taking two or three sniffs 
of a vapour he was unconscious of pain. 
What would have been said of a man who 
asserted that he would command the sun to 
take our portraits or that a Conservative 
Government would establish household suf
frage. (Much laughter and cheers.) I 
think that such a roan, only thirty years ago, 
would have been considered fit for Bedlam, 
and we know from history, and not such very 
ancient history, that many men have been 
tortured at the Inquisition, and even burnt 
alive, for expressing views and opinions far 
more sober than these. But what would 
you think of the man who, when these be
nefits had been realized, would say. “No;
I prefer to go to Marseilles in six days in 
my own dilligence. Nothing will induce 
me to receive a bit of information by tele
graph ; I greatly prefer agony to chloro
form, and rather than have household suf
frage, I firmly believe that, a finer measure 
to make things snug and comfortable would 
be the restoration of rotten boroughs.” 
(Laughter and cheers.) But, gentlemen, 
this power has been given. It will be exer
cised. It will be recognized by all ; and I 
am sure it will be recognized by none more 
than the House of Lords. (Cheers.) But 
the House of Lords must remember that 
when one House travels by express and the 
other by the Parliamentary train, one set of 
travellers will arrive at the terminus very 
long before the other, and impatience will 
be exhibited and feelings of ill-will and bad 
blood will be created that might be avoided 
bv more steam. (Laughter and cheers.) 
Now, a little more steam seems to me all 
that is wanting in the House of Lords, and 
lam sure that there is, not any one here 
present who is a well wisher to that institu
tion who will not desire for the interests of 
that body and for the country that a little 
more steam should be applied. (Cheers.) 
There is coming on a great occasion <;u 
which the two Houses may unite in har
monious action. The question of the tenure 
of land in Ireland is a momentous, a vital, 
and not a party question. (Loud cheers.) 
I do not say that it is not a party question 
by way of modifying opposition. The party 
that is ia power always preaches to the 
party out of power moderation and not to 
be factious. That is a very old system and 
one that is systematically disregarded. 
(Laughter.) But I s»y that it is not a party 
question because each successive Govern-



I

118 THE LAND

ment, Liberal or Conservative, has faithfully 
promised, has sincerely attempted, and has 
signally failed to legislate for Ireland upon 
the question. The necessity still exists. 
It is notorious. It is acknowledged more 
and more every day, and I therefore do 
not see why men of all parlies, with honest 
purposes and calm moderation, should not 
uniie togother to produce a measure that 
would be perfectly satisfactory. (Loud 
cheers.) There is no evil without a remedy ; 
and there ore evils connected with the tenure 
of land in Ireland that must be abated. 
(Great cheering.) The great problem to 
solve is to do justice to the many and to do 
injustice to no one. I admit that the solu
tion of such a problem is difficult, but it is 
not impossible. Indeed, I think that the 
word “ impossible ” should be eiased from 
the vocabularly of every publi i man when 
remedial measures are in question, and 
more especially when the question is the 
application of them to Ireland. (Cheers.) 
Gentleman, you will not expect to learn 
from me what course the Government intend 
to pursue, and, indeed, I think that if I told 
you that their minds were made up and that 
there was a Bill ready, you would receive 
the information with surprise and dissatis
faction, because you would feel sure that in 
the two months which have passed since 
Parliament was prorogued the amount ot 
information, ot statistics, and of data neces
sary for the formation of a judgment could 
not have been collected, and that if any 
determination has been taken already it 
would be crude and imperfect. (Hear, 
hear.) But, although J will not tell you 
what the Government will do, I will tell 
you what they will not do. They will not 
adopt any of those wild and subversive 
schemes of which we have heaid so much 
during the last few days. (Cheers.) I 
cast no blame upon those who bring them 
forward. They, likely enough, may believe 
in the possibility of the accomplishment of 
what they propose ; but I say, gentlemen, 
that they are enemies of equitable settle
ment, which is the only settlement we can 
look forward to ; and those who strive and 
labour to excite expectations that are ex
travagant and cannot be realized are no 
friends of the Irish people. (Loud and 
continued cheering.) But the Irish people, 
whatever may be their faults, are not fools. 
They are quick-sighted people, and when 
the titre comes I shall expect they will be 
amenable to reason, if that which is just and 
racticable is offered to them. . (•‘Hear, 
ear" and cheers.) I have now the honour 

of addressing practical men, and I would 
ask any gentleman here present to take S
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farm at will on which the landlord never 
did and never intended to do anything. 
Then, suppose that he built upon that farm 
a house and homestead, erected fences, and 
drained it, and was then turned out at six 
months' notice by the landlord, who took 
to himself the whole benefit of the tenant’s 
labour and expenditure ; I ask if there 
could be language strong enough in this 
country—in those meetings that are now 
being held and in the Tress—to co idemn 
the felonious act of such a landlord as that. 
(Loud cheers.) Far be it from me to say that 
any such proceedings are resorted to on the 
large and well managed esiates in Ireland, 
of which I could give you a long list. But 
the power does exist. Il is too often exer
cised, and it ought to be abated, beca se so 
long as it exists there can be no confidence 
between landlord ar.d tenant. (Cheers.) 
I do not say that exceptional legislation may 
not be necessary with reference to the 
wants, the wishes, and the usages of an 
agricultural people like the Irish ; but I 
believe that if the rights of properly are 
scrupulously upheld and its duties rigidly 
enforced by law, a measure will be produced 
which will entitle the Government and 
Parliament to say they have fulfilled their 
obligations .and entitle them to the support 
and praise of every honest man. (Cheers.) 
I think I have already detained you more 
than enough. (Cries of “Go on.”) At 
agricultural meetings ncthing should be 
more cultivated than short speeches. 
(Laughter.) But before I sit down I ask 
your leave to break your rules, I ask your 
leave to be an exception to that prohibition 
of alluding to political matters, but at the 
same time I promise you it shall produce no 
dissent and not call for any reply, because 
the word I wish to say is not upon domestic, 
but upon foreign politics. In the office I 
have the honour fb hold I am no* only en
abled but competed to know much of what 
passes in foreign countries utid in the coun
cils of foreign» countries. I have been for 
some time on the Continent, and I returned 
last week. I had there the opportunity of 
collecting opinions, and I have seen some 
persons who exercise no little influence on 
the destinies of Europe, and, although I 
have not the gift of prophecy, though I do 
not pretend to see further into futurity than 
ether men, yet I cannot help, on this occa
sion, expressing my belief that at no time 
within the last three years—at no time since 
the war between Prussia and Austria— 
have we had a fairer prospect of maintaining 
the inestimable blessings of peace. (Lrud 
and continued cheering, amid which the 
noble lord resumed his scat^)

The county membt 
the toas*, and after s< 
proceedings were brou

moressoit nooi
ON THE LAN.

OxFO
My Dear Sir Jot 

wish to obtrude any 
about the Irish Lam 
attention ; but as I 1 
deal on the subject, 
and economical poin 
no personal interest 
settlement, beyond tl 
your island, as an 
common country ; a 
lord, tenant, nor pa 
ring my late visit to 
tion to what I heard 
over the limited aret 
I designedly confim 
and as we had a lor 
(to me) instructive 
subject, 1 have thoi 
trespass on your pa 
some of my impress! 
the freshest.

You will perhaps r 
much to British or t 
what appears to be 
ions strongly enterta 
men, and as persistent 
to our habits of life 
if people would only 
dispassionately, they 
most universal agree 
a strong prima Jaci 
of the solidity of th 
by you, and a reasc 
forward should receii 
degree, sympathetic 
being met, es they 
imputations of com) 
tion.

Our case, then, ft 
is as follows—The e 
land, is a scandal, 
grossest kind. No 
the phrt of a sectioi 
is sufficient to hide 
affection of the Irisl 
and lusting, that thi

Particulars one of t 
lurope, and that 
Irish, that forty yea 

pation have not re 
political union with 
necessity of a thoi 
public interests as



I

OF IRELAND. H. lie

The county members also responded to 
the toast, and after some local speeches the 
proceedings were brought to a close.

FRO F ESSO It HOG HRS, OF OXFORD,
ON WE LAND QUESTION.

Oxford, Sept. 28, 1869.
My Dear Sir John Gray—I have no 

wish to obtrude any opinions of my own 
about the Irish Land Question on your 
attention ; but as I have thought a great 
deal on the subject, both from a political 
and economical point of view ; as I have 
no personal interest near or remote in its 
settlement, beyond that of a well-wisher to 
your island, as an integral part of our 
common country ; as I am neither land
lord, tenant, nor partisan ; as I paid du
ring my late visit to Ireland minute atten
tion to what I heard and saw on all sides, 
over the limited area of country to which 
I designedly confined my observations ; 
and as we bad a long and interesting, and 
(to me) instructive conversation on the 
subject, l have thought it worth while to 
trespass on your patience by giving you 
some of my impressions while they are at 
the freshest.

You will perhaps allow me to indulge so 
much to British or Saxon feeling as to put 
what appears to be our case first. Opin
ions strongly entertained among you Irish
men, and as persistently avowed, are strange 
to our habits of life and thought, though 
if people would only discuss the question 
dispassionately, they might see in the al
most universal agreement among the Irish, 
a strong prima Jacic argument in favour 
of the solidity of the opinions entertained 
by you, and a reason why the claims put 
forward should receive careful and, in some 
degree, sympathetic attention, instead of 
being met, as they frequently are, by wild 
imputations of communism and confisca
tion.

Our case, then, from my point of view 
is as follows—The social condition of Ire
land, is a scandal, and a scandal of the 
grossest kind. No amount of bluster on 
the phrt of a section of the London papers 
is sufficient to hide the fact that the dis
affection of the Irish people is deep-seated 
and lasting, that the country is in many 
particulars one of the most backward in 
Europe, and that irom no fault of the 
Irish, that forty years of political emanci
pation have not reconciled the Irish to 
political union with England, and that the 
necessity of a thorough identity of all 
public interests as between the various

parts of the United Kingdom, if not ye 
appreciated by the Irish people. I am no 
of course referring to the foolish rant o 
some among your so-called national papers 
Nor do I expect that the memory of out 
rageous wrong can be got rid of in a few 
years, or by one or two acts of consider
ate legislation. I know that Ireland was 
for many years governed by a sect, and a 
caste, and I am quite aware that the pub
lic judgment of a nation is permanently 
deteriorated by such a bad system of gov
ernment. But Ireland has political liberty, 
and (late enough) religious equality, and 
need not in any way sacrifice its national 
identity bv the closest possible union and 
amity with that strong country with which 
its political being is necessarily united. Still 
I cannot conceal the fac t from myself, that 
however much may be hoped for in the fu
ture there is no real amity between the no
tions.

Again the dissatisfaction of the Irishman 
at home leads to grave complications abroad. 
The prejudices or antipathies of the Irish 
emigrant are carried to America and the 
colonies, and disturb the peace of these 
countries, or supply the material on which 
political adventurers may work. I know 
no other example in history in which volun
tary emigration has been accompanied by 
feelings of lasting bitterness towards the 
political institutions which the emigration 
has abandoned. The Irish Americans enter
tain sentiments towards this country which, 
making all allowance for the exaggerated 
language of furious or interested partizans, 
rather resemble, those of the ruined exiles 
of the Italian Republics of the middle ages 
than those of voluntary emigrants and pros
perous colonists. I entertain, and 1 believe 
entertain in common with every man of 
sense, the heartiest contempt towards the 
firebrands of American Fenianism ; but I 
know that there is no use in spurring a dead 
horse, and that therefore these men know the 
opinions entertained by the rank and file of 
their followers or their dupes, and knowing, 
are able to make themselves a nuisance to us 
ana to the country of their adoption.

Next, I feel that, economically and finan
cially, the government of Ireland is a fail- 
ute. The British Government keeps, I am 
told,on an average, 30,100 troops in Ireland. 
Everybody admits that the maintenance of 
the British army is a charge of £100 pet 
man. It also catches (not over-creditably, 
and therefore expensively), and trains these 
men at a charge of £100 a piece more. As
suming the average length of military ser
vice to be ten years, here is an annual mili
tary expenditure of nearly £4,000,000,
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besides this, the Government pays £718,000 
or thereabouts, out of the Imperial revenue, 
towards the charges of the Irish Constabu
lary. I say nothing of the navy charges 
which, in proportion, would doubtless swell 
this amount. But the average revenue 
from Ireland is less than £7,000,000.

I take it that this vast cost of a military 
and quasi military establishment is incurred 
mainly in order to guarantee the landlords' 
rent. One offence excepted, crime in Ire
land, the people being excitable and hot- 
tempered, is less than in England. Crimes 
against property are few, and convictions 
are proportionally less than in England ; 
for while the population of Ireland to Eng
land and Wales is, roughly speaking, as one 
to four, the convictions are little more than 
as one to eight. This vast military estab
lishment may be absolutely necessary ; but 
its raison d’ etre can be found only in the 
necessity of maintaining some exceptional 
system. If so, and this be, as I feel sure it 
is, the land system, and if the whole propet- 
ty in Ireland assessed under schedule A, 
amounts to about £14,500.000, whereof 
half may, perhaps, be the rent of purely 
agricultural laud, the cost of securing the 
collection of eight millions rent is near five 
millions for police, military and civil.

The process then of governing Ireland is 
very unsatisfactory and exceedingly costly. 
If the Legislature were to couple the con
cession of tenant right at a fixed rent on the 
part of the landowner, with the grant of an 
additional ten per cent to the Irish landlords 
from the exchequer, the precedent would be 
ugly, but the economy would be immediate 
and great.

I find that the landlord in Ireland does, 
as a rule, nothing for his land. I have in 
mv short Irish tour, collected many, and in 
some cases, whimsical instances of this rule. 

'But I never yet heard of any jurist or econo
mist who doubted that the grant of owner
ship in the soil was based on the fact that 
without such ownership no one would gath
er the fruits of his outlay. If, however, the 
owner makes no outlay he cannot be wrong
ed, if full compensation being made for the 
present value of his interest some other per
son who does m ke the outlay reaps his own 
fruits. And this, without any avowal of the 
principle stated above, is what the Irish 
tenant claims. He knows that every penny- 
piece of rent which he pays has been as a 
rule derived from a growth of population to 
which the landlord, being for the most part 
an absentee, does not contribute any increase 
and from the outlay of capital and the ex
ercise of skill, for which again no thanks 
are due to the landowner.

It is idle to speak of this movement,as one 
against property. On the contrary, it is a 
movement in favour of property. The Irish 
land owners occupy a position closely anala- 
gous to that of the former owners of tithe, 
and their reduction to the status of the re
cipient of a rent-charge, if it can be shown 
to be expedient, cannot be objected toon 
the ground of justice. Everybody allows 
that the radical objection to a tithe on pro- { 
duce is, that it taxes unequal profits at 
equal rates. But in what particular does 
the Irish landowners' rent differ, except in 
form, from such a tithe, when the basis of 
an increased rent is the improvment effect
ed by the skill of the tenant 7 The Irish 
farmers claim that they are robbed of their 
property under the forms of law ; and they 
are informed, forsooth, that the/ are assail
ing the rights of property when they seek 
to delend their own. 1 need not tell you 
that an unjust and oppressive law is worse 
than violence, because such a law demoral
izes the society for the sake of which laws 
are created and respected.

The demand for land in a purely agricul
tural country is always excessive. A farmer 
who loses his land becomes at once a day 
labourer of the worst paid kind. And, again, 
there is no occupation from which a man 
extricates his capital with greater loss than 
from ordinary arable farming. And when 
the scarcity of land is enhanced by the mis
chievous feudal custom of primogeniture, 
and the more mischievous permission to 
settle land for an unborn generation, the 
natural evil is increased by artificial evils.

To talk in the midst of this exaggerated 
insecurity under which the property of the 
tenant labours about the occasional and ex
ceptional virtue of some particular land 
owner is sheer impertinence. There is a 
trick which English magnates indu ge in, of 
speaking about improvements which they 
make on their own property, as though 
these were exercises of heroic virtue, and 
worthy of their tenants’ heartfelt gratitude. 
Perhaps they are with such people, but a 
builder may as reasonably put on his tomb
stone the number of houses which he had 
constructed. Scattered/about in Ireland 
you may have a few improving landowners.
1 dare say there are parishes in Ireland 
where the Episcopalians far outnumber the 
Roman Catholics. But would any sensible 
person have ever hinted at so exceptional a 
circumstance a# a reason for continuing the 
Establishment ?

The tenants admit that their condition 
has improved, and that there has not been, 
on the whole, a rise in rents for the last 
twenty yearn. But they add that this is easily
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explained. Up to these latter days of agita
tion the tenant was ground down pitilessly 
to the lowest margin of bare subsistence. 
Besides they have now poor rates to pay, 
and vastly increased wages. For you are 
aware that the Irish labourer, though far 
from being plentifully paid, is much better 
off than he was twenty years ago. Now 
I find that it isfrom this class that the great
est amount of emigration has proceeded.

It may be from an anticipated improve
ment in their altered condition, or from 
sympathy with what they believe to be an 
Irish cause that the labourers are as anxious 
for fixity of tenure as the farmers are. The 
inhabitants of the towns, as you know, are 
equally eager for a change. " They believe 
that the produce of Irish land would be 
speedily doubled if the tenant could reap 
where he has sown, or be encouraged to sow 
by securing him the fruits of his labour in 
harvest. 1 suspect that their instincts are 
rational. I wish that those noble lords who 
are so urgent about the rights of property, 
meaning by this the land owners’ rent, 
could extend their sympathies towards pro
tecting the tenants' outlay. I fancy th it 
capital and labour are more sacred than 
rent, because more essential to a nation’s 
happiness, as a cause is more important than 
an effect.

Everybody admits that the Irish agricul
turist is dissatisfied. I put it strongly, but 
in a phrase which I think represents little 
more than the truth, when 1 say that the 
whole population is an accomplice after the 
fact in agrarian outrage, though otherwise 
deliberate crimes against persons and pro
perty ate very rare in Ireland. Now, the 
Irish must he of the same habit and feeling 
as the English, or they must have perma
nently different peculiarities of character. 
If they are alike, it is plain that they must 
suffer under some grievous wrong, to which 
their English and Scotch fellow-subjects are 
not liable; if they differ there is abundant 
reason why a land system, in spite oi which 
the other two kingdoms grow wealthy, 
should be altered in Ireland, where it noto 
riously causes disaffecti n, scandal and 
bloodshed. Now it is admitted by Lord 
Clarendon that the full exaction of a land
lord's legal rights in Ireland is felonious. 
What a pity that this form of felony has been 
so long protected by the Legislature.

Ireland must tor many a long day be 
agricultural. It must be a country of small 
holdings. But it must, in order to obviate 
disaffection, obtain fixity or security of 
tenure for the agriculturist. It is plain that 
agriculture is depressed when the only 
person who invests capital in the soil is dis

couraged from such an investment by the 
uncertainty as to whether ho may not be 
made to pay interest on his own capital. It 
is certain that a country is misgoverned 
when the whole nation sympathises with the 
terrorism which prevents the landowner from 
creating a famine price for tne ise of land, 
especially when otherwise an Irishman has 
an exceptional respect in his neighbour’s 
property. I confess if I were a small, 
tenant, at the caprice of an agent, I should 
feel little consolation in hearing that the 
Duke of Devonshire has subscribed largely 
to the Lismore Railway, and should resist 
Loid Lifford’s claims to the 1 stent powers of 
the soil, when I know that every latent 
power must, by the custom of Ireland, be 
developed by me and my fellows. I believe1' 
that the remedy for these evils must be gen
eral and thorough. It is possible, perhaps, 
to crush the manifestations of discontent. 
At present there is an Irish policeman to 
every 423 Irishmen, double the English 
proportion. If the Government appointed 
a policeman to eveiy ten inhabitants, it is 
possible that agrarian outrage would become 
so d.fflcult as to be abandoned. But I 
shudder at ihe cost. Still more, too, 1 
shudder at the folly of sitting on the safety 
valve. Besides, fortunately, you cannot 
prosecute an indictment against a whole 
nation. Whatever may be my admiration 
lor the great landowneis, I should be loth 
to pay so high a price for their existence and 
supremacy.

My friend, Mr. Bright’s plan is rational 
und business-like. But, unluckily, its opera
tion must needs be partial. 1 know nothing 
more provoking than to see oue man 
prosper by accident, and secured by an unic- 

- .tended partiality, and another, separated 
ream him by an imaginary boundary only, 
liable to all the caprices and sordid hard
ships of tbs old system. The worst legisla
tion is that which is unequal. It is betier 
to have uniform depression than acci
dental piosperity imposed on a few by the 
operation of law. This reform is partial in 
its operation, with the additional disadvan
tage of being casual in its incidence. Surely 
law ought to give equal rights under equal 
conditions.

Mr. Mill has propounded a scheme which 
has the merit of being universal. But it has 
a special demerit. It makes the state the 
landlord, the present owner being guaranteed 
a fixed rent, for which the state is respon
sible to him, and which the state collects 
for him. Now—forgive the absurdity ot my 
hypothesis—if I were the state 1 should 
like to have mv-debtors well affected to me. 
In Ireland, unhappily, this condition is want.
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ing. Fancy the state distraining in Tippe
rary or Westmeath. It would require that 
terrible army of bailiffs which I spoke of 
just now. one to every ten of the population, 
in order to collect its rents. Before long I 
fear the Irish rents would fall under the 
head of contingent sources of revenue, and 
finally dwindle to a sale of old stores. Like 
Lieu ecant Saxby, I should venture feebly 
on predicting atmospheric disturbance on 
or about quarter-day, should such an expe
dient be ad ipted.

I believe tne only remedy is that of turn
ing the non-occupying landowner into the 
recipient of a fixed rent chargé, payable in 
money, but calculated, to save changes in 
the value of money, in produce. I would 
also put a treble income tax on the absentee 
owners of such a rent charge.

I know that such a scheme is denounced 
as revolutionary. But all reform, effect'd 
by peaceful and legal means though it be, is 
revolutionary. Christianity was the great
est revolution which the world ever saw. 
It was peaceful and is perpetually benefi
cent. Feudalism was the next revolution in 
magnitude.It whs and is anti-Christian ; 
it has been violent and is perpetually malevo
lent. Unhappily, in the United Kingdom it 
is stronger than Christmnlt?:
' 1 cannot seë*huw tfiéTandowner would be 
wronged if he were put into a position of 
the recipient of a perpetual rent charge. 
He has done nothing to the land which his 
tenant occupies, ni.d, therefore, cannot 
claim to be compensated for capital invested 
in the soil. He has purchased a right to 
receive interest on the money which his 
land cost him, i.t the few cases under which 
Irish land has come into the landowner’s 
possession by bargain and sale. If his pro
spective rights are to be considered, what 
would ensue if, by parity of reasoning, the 
legislature, respectively, investigated his 
title ?

There are plenty of precedents in the 
history of English legislation for such an 
expedient as I think desirable, that, namely, 
of giving the tenant a perpetual lease at a 
fixed rent calculated in agricultural produce. 
I have alluded to one already, the Tithe 
Commutation Act. I cannot see, setting the 
case of the clergy aside, that the prospective 
right» of landowners are more sacred than 
the prospective rights of lay improprietors. 
Again, the compulsory enfranchisement of 
copyholds is, from the landowner’s point 
of view, an invasion ot the rights of 
property. So again is the compulsory 
alienation of land for the purpose of making 
railways. Or are we to say that the pros

perity of a country is of less account than 
the conveyance of passengers and goods ?

In the north of England, especially in 
Lancashire, the custom of letting lauds in 
towns at a perpetual chief rent is wr 11 nigh 
universal. Had this custom not prevailed 
I am persuaded that Lancashire industries 
would never hive grown to their present 
bigness. Is that which is expedient in Lan
cashire inexpedient in Ireland ?

I have never yet met an Irish tenant who 
does not emphatically assert his willingness 
to pay a fair rent for his holding. It is a 
calumny excused only by gross ignorance 
to say that he contemplates the confiscation 
of his landlord's rent. He "wishes only to 
prevent for the future what has gone on 
long enough, the confiscation of his own 
property.

Does anybody doubt if 8,500 persons 
possessed all the food in Ireland, and, re
solving to act in concert were willing to sell 
this food only at famine prices, that the 
people would not constrain such proprietors 
of food to dispose of it at some customary 
price ? But put land in place of food, and 
you have the relations of the Irish land
lords and the Irish farmer, with this differ
ence, that all the value which the land 
possesses is directly and indirectly the 
tenant’s making.

I don’t deny the landlord would lose 
somi-thing. He would be no longer able to 
drive his tenant to the poll to vote against 
his convictions, his conscience^ and his in
terest. He would be no longer able to 
make the poor farmer the object of his ca
price, his spleen, or his vengeance. He 
would be no longer able to employ armies 
to collect his rents. He would not lor the 
future constrain the people to adopt violent 
means in order to protect their own, nor 
make a whole nation accomplices after the 
lact, in" agrarian murders. But even in 
these days el" compensation nobody thinks 
ol giving equivalents for losses such as 
these.

It is said that fixity of tenure will drive 
the landowner from the country, or at least 
annihilate his interest in his tenantry. 
Well, he seldom has more interest in them 
now than a sheepmaster has in the sheep 
which he shears by deputy. Under existing 
circumstances he absents himself on a large 
scale. Except for reasons which I will 
refer to further on, his absence is not very 
much deplored. I should like to know how 
much of Irish rent is peid to absentees. Be 
sides, I do not advise that the state should 
collect his rent for him.

Occupation and ownership should go to

gether. According I 
should be put into pei 
a fixed rent. He sh 
gested to me, be all< 
holding without the li 
he should be empowe 
his own discretion, 
middlemen should be 
sing the interest of 
owner of the rentchar 
and by conferring no 
the act on any other] 
circumstances the tem 
ing or raise money i 
difference between the 
and the improved valr 
advances would ger 
banks constituted for t 
lor to the tierman la 
Foncier ; and under th 
Irish farmers the capi' 
would easily be raised

It is a common I 
writers and speakers i 
the Irish farmer as i 
No charge can be m 
Irish farmer puts on tl 
garliness, he does so t 
the real or anticipate 
landlord. From whs 
persuaded he is as t 
peasant, as acute in t 
Scotchman, and inco 
prising, whenever eti 
any farmers under th 
fact I have had abun 
readers know anythin 
of agricultural mac 
farms ?

There is one risk v 
rent-charge would rt 
overcrop and exhaust 
course, nothing mor 
process try which the fr 
been achieved under 
previous tenant. But 
be protected under r 
suggest against this o 
propose, to secure sur 
should be a cheap and 
such a tenant might b 
jury of tarimrs, who si 
after view, give a v 
charge could be substi 
be affirmed by such a ; 
ing should be put up t 

But the offence wo 
the remedy easy. Ire 
country in which ar 
becomes a farm labour 
a downfall would be t 
tivo against the misui



OF IRELAND. 123

(

gether. According to my plan, the tenant 
should be put into permanent possession at 
a fixed rent. He should not, as you sug- 

ested to me, be allowed to subdivide hie 
olding without the landlord's consent, but 

he should be empowered to transfer it at 
his own discretion. The introduction of 
middlemen should be obviated by rccogni- 
sing the inteiest o' only two persons, the 
owner ot the renteharge and the occupier, 
and by conferring none of the benefits of 
the act on any other person. Under these 
circumstances the tenant might sell his hold
ing or raise money in emergencies on the 
difference between the landlord's renteharge 
and the improved value of the farm. Such 
advances would generally be made by 
banks constituted for that purpose, and simi
lar to the Ueruian land banks or a Credit 
Foncier; and under the thrifty habits of the 
Irish farmers the capital for such land banks 
would easily be raised in Ireland.

It is a common habit with thoughtless 
writers and speakers in England to speak of 
the Irish farmer as indolent and unthrifty. 
No charge can be more false. When tbe 
Irish farmer puts on the appearance of beg
garliness, he does so to defend himself from 
the real or anticipated rapacity of agent or 
landlord. From what I have seen, I am 
persuaded he is as thrifty as the Belgian 
peasant, as acute in business, as the typical 
Scotchman, and incomparably more enter
prising, whenever enterprise is safe, than 
any farmers under the sun. Of the latter 
fact I have had abundant proof. Do your 
readers know anything of the growing nse 
of agricultural machines on forty acre 
farms ?

There is one risk which the landowner’s 
rent-charge would run. A tenant might 
overcrop and exhaust his land. This is, of 
course, nothing more than reversing the 

rocesH by which the fertility of the land has 
een achieved under the efforts of some 

previous tenant. But the landowner should 
be protected under such a settlement ns I 
suggest against this contingency. I would 
propose, to secure such an end, that there 
should be a cheap and easy process by which 
such a tenant might be summoned before a 
jury of farmers, who should, by evidence and 
after view, give a verdict whether such a 
charge could be substantiated. If the charge 
be affirmed by such a jury the tenant's hold
ing should be put up to auction.

But the offence would be rare, as well ns 
the remedy easy. Ireland is an agricultural 
country in which an unsuccessful farmer 
becomes a farm labourer. The risk of such 
a downfall would be a very general preven
tive against the misuse of land, and public

opinion would efficiently and speedily pro
tect the landowner against such contingen
cies as I refer to. The remedy should be 
before him, but he should be bound to use it 
just as an owner of houses is necessitated to 
protect himself against dilapidation or waste 
on the part of his tenants.

The right to minerals should be secured 
to the landowner. He should be at liberty 
to enter on the land in order to dig tnem on 
making compensation to the tenai t for the 
injury which entry and digging might inflict.
He should olio be able to enter on and inspect 
land at pleasure, but he should be disabled 
from reserving game.

If a tenant quits his occupation by selling 
it the landowner should have a right of 
prescription at a small per centage above 
the highest bid. But unless the landowngr 
occupies the land himself ho must be bound 
to re-let it at the old valuation. Of course, 
in such a case, he will get a further sum 
from the incoming tenant, the difference, 
namely, between th# old and the new value, 
in case new value has accrued.

All tenures should be registered, trans
ferred, and entered in a land book. ■ This 
should bo open to public inspection on the 
payment of a small search fee. Duplicates 
of those registers should be kept in the eh ef 
town of each county. No title should be 
complete until it is registered.

Facilities should be given lor purchasing 
the rout charge should the landowner bo 
willing to sell. But if such a purchaser 
ceases to occupy, ho should, as before, be 
bound to re-let on the old valuation, pur
chases of such a rent-charge to be completed 
only by registration.

T here are two processes by which the 
first valuation could be effected. Une, and 
the simplest, is to take the customary rent 
for the last live years, provision being made 
for meeting the exceptional case ofexpir ng 
leases. The obvious objection to this plan . <°- 
ii that it puts an exacting and a generous 
landowner on the same footing, stereotyping 
the rent of each by the same act. You, 
who know Irish land and Irish landowners 
better than I do, can tell whether this be a 
substantial difficulty. The other process is 
that of a valuation. To E iglish minds the 
latter is the most obvious and equitable.
But if the former plan be adopted landlord 
or tenant should be at liberty to demand a 
valuation, the cost of such valuation being 
defrayed by the party demanding it.

I said above that absentees should be 
made to pay a triple i come tax. I dare 
say that in many cases the landowner’s 
room is better than his compaty. But the 
effect of .transmitting rente ta an absentee
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proprietor is exactly the same as that of 
paying a tribute. No one doubts that /i 
country which pays a tribute is so much the 
worse off. Thus Lord Hertford is said to 
take £60,000 a year from Ulster. His rents 
are collected und his property secured, 
practically at the public cost. He spends, 
and has for many years spent, the proceeds 
in France.

These rents are transmitted by the sale of 
produ e. Suuh a transmission, being equi
poised by no counter importation, aid* in 
creating an adverse balance against Ireland, 
which is recovered by disposing of Irish 
produce on less favourable terms, in just 
the same way, as in a country's trade the 
liquidation of an adverse balance must be 
effected by forcing the sale of commodi
ties.

The sugar colonies of the West Indies 
have, I am informed, adopted the practice 
of levying a tax on absentees. The pro
ceeds of such a tax should go to the county 
cess, foras the effect of transmitting rent to 
nbsentees is to depress the price of commo
dities. the rectification of such a loss should 
he devoted to increasing the facilities of 
transit.

I have already written you a very long 
and, I fear, discursive letter. But it is im
possible to do justice to this topic in aov 
single communication. I cannot, however, 
but be reminded that it wae in Ireland that 
the adage “property has In duties ai well 
as its rights” was first announced. Hitherto 
the righis have been dwelt on exclusively, 
and the duties ignored. As a consequence, 
there it a difference between landlord and 
tenant in your country which centuriee will 
not reconcile under I be present system, 
while the condition of tbinge imperatively 
demand a settlement, I am persuaded that 
no settlement will be effectual or lasting un
less it is of the kind which I baye sketched, 
that the sooner the attempt is made the 
better, and that you and your colleagues, if 
you press ihe matter steadily and temperately 
will not only do great service to your own 
countrymen, but heal * scandal which dis
graces the government of the greatest na
tion upon earth, and hinden the perfect 
union of two races which most have a 
common destiny, and ought to lire in per
fect amity,

You cun make any use you pleeee of my 
letter, and believe me to be, my dear Sir, 
John Gray, yonre faithfully,

Jamks E. Tboroi.d Roger*.
TO THS EDITOR OF THE FREEHS*,

Sir-While the public mind is agitated 
in the Land Question end the columns of

the press team with theories advanced there 
iu by parties interested in the settlement, it 
is a relief to the mind to turn from the many 
visionary and impracticable ones to the 
simple but effective machinery, by whieh 
Lord Granard with the clearness equal to a 
mathematical demonstration, proposes to 
solve the question of Tenant Right. It can
not bo denied that fixity of tenure is the 
desidoration long and anxiously sought for 
by the Irish tenant, and without which, al
though he may contrive to rear a large 
family and pay his rent, yet with the uncer
tainty that at any moment he may be 
turned out on the roads:de darkening the 
prospects before him, is it any wonder that 
the energies of a family which, under the 
happier circumstances of security of tenure, 
would be entirely devoted to the cultivation 
and improvement of their farm, should 
languish and produce that acerbity and dis
content so much deplored by all. Lord 
Granard supplies a remedy for this, for he 
would legal ze by Act of Parliament for the 
whole of Ireland^a custom which in Ulster 
alone has the force-ol law. Thus (the ten
ant) would remain in umlis'urbed possession 
as long as he pays his rent, and at the same 
time lias the privilege of selling his flood 
will. I would supplement his lordship’s spg- 
gcslion by proposing that the landlord and 
tenant should appoint a valuator to value 
thii farm to be let, and should there be any 
difference between them, that a mutually 
appointed abitrator should decide. That 
the tenant gels twenty-one years lease on 
entering the farm ; that it be re-valued every 
seven years until the lease expires, and, 
should th'i land be improved in value t’.at 
the tenant be credited with the amount of 
his improvement at the end of each seven 
years ; if, on the other hand, it be deterior
ated, that he bi debited with the dectense. 
This rule holds good in Prussia, and, I be
lieve, has the most beneficial effect in stime- 
lating the industry of Ihe people, while it 
also preserves the rights of the landlords. 
I myself as a i roprietor have always acted 
on this principle and have found it satisfac
tory to m)self and my tenants.

Yours truly,
John T. Davts,jJ.P, 

Current!, County Longford, (ith Sept, 1869.

TO TUB KMTOn or THE FREEMAN.

Garrick on-Suir, 4 th Sep., 1869.
Dear Sir—Your Church Commission, 

that chared the way for religious equality, 
entitles you to the gratitude of every Irish
man who prefers country to faction, and 
your âdvocûcy of tenant-right induces me to

ask your permission 
columns of the* Free 
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ask your permission to invite through the 
columns of the" Freeman criticism and sug
gestions on the following plan ôf tenant and 
labour right :— ^—---—^

First—The ballot is indispensable to re
move the fruitful source of discord between 
landlord and tenant, as it is the right 
of every man to exercise the franchise 
independent of/ dictation from landlord or 
cleric. /

Second— Compensation lor improve
ments, which in itself is equivalent to fixity 
of tenure, as few landlords could afford to 
gratify a mere whim by ejecting where he 
should make compensation for valuable im
provements ; but not landlord should be 
obliged to keep a ca'ntankerous or disagree
able tenant when he could get rid of him 
without injustice.

Third—The landlord should pay half the 
county tax, as hi dues the poors’ rate, and 
for this reason, that the tenant could not 
make so much rent for him where the 
facilities afforded by county works' are 
wanted.

Fourth—The tenant should be obliged to 
have one labourers’ cottage for ever) fifty 
acres after the first fifty his farm may con
tain, to supply labour for tillage, and in 
case of grass farms to keep fences in order 
and land clean ot weeds, and to afford a 
home and means of living to the peasantry 
of the country, the rent of cottages to vary 
from Is. per week in proportion to size of 
garden attached.

Fifth—That occupiers of fifty acres and 
upwards shall be bound to find employment 
either on his own farm or elsewhere, within 
reasonable distance for the labourers on his 
land, at rates of wages tv be resrulated 
periodically by boards ef guardians by the 
price of food, and that labourers who refuse 
to work on these terms or otherwise gives 
trouble to their employers shall be liable to 
removal on one month’s notice to quit.

Sixth—That the tenant shall have a rjght 
to the increased value of such tjmber trees 
as happened to be on the land, and the 
absolute ownership of all that may have 
grown or been planted during his tenure, 
the landlord, however, having option to 
prevent them being cut by paying compen
sation.

Seventh—Leases to be a matter of agree
ment between parties desiring them, but no 
Ballycohey clauses to be admitted.

Such a plan as the foregoing, without 
encroaching çm the rights of property, seems 
to me sufficieîif, to satisfy the just demands 
of the tenantry, and at the same time to 
rescue the labourers from the demoralising 
influences of qitifi and towns by affording

. -J

them homes and employment in the country.
I remain, Sir, with much esteem,your most 

obedient servant,
Joseph M. Rivers.

If there is wisdom in the multitude of 
councillors, the Cabinet must be allowed to 
possess singular advantages in deliberating 
on the Irish Land Question. This question, 
like many others, has been far longerbefore 
Parliament than is commonly supposed, 
though it is only within the last Tew years > 
that public attention has been fairly brought 
to bear on it. Mr. Shauman Crawford's 
first 3enant Right Bill dates so far back as 
1835; in 1845 the whole relation of land
lord and tenant was exhaustively treated in 
the report of the Devon Commission ; in 
1852 a very comprehensive Bill was brought 
in by Sir Joseph Napifr on behnlf of 
Lord Derby’s Ministry ; in 1860 another 
Bill, purporting to be a permanent settle
ment, was introduced by Mr. Cardwell, 
and actually became law; in 1866 and 1867 ' .
Bills modifying this settlement were framed 
and advocated in vain by Mr. Fortescoe 
and Lord Mayo. These, indeed, are the 
more prominent landmarks in the Parlia
mentary history of Tenant Right. Sir John 
Gray lately stated at Manchester that “ no 
“ fewer than twenty Bills liad been intro- 
“ dueed into Parjiament for the purpose of 
“ trying to do justice to Ireland, all of which 
“ were based on the principle of compensa- 1 
“ tion to the tenant,”—a principle which 
he represents to b^ inadequate and obsolete.
This description is not altogether correct, 
inasmuch as the compensation clauses, in 
some at least of these measures, were meant 
to act as a lever whereby tenants might de
rive greater security of tenure. At all 
events, they are evidence of the immense 
labour expended on the question even before 
it became popularized. During the present 
yea-, however, it has made greater progress, 
and has been more practicaltV studied than 
in the whole previous veneration. The 
literature of the subject is already enormous 
and daily increasing, nor would it be easy 
to estimate the number of intelligent Eng
lish travellers who have visited Ireland 
during the past summer and returned with 
improvised Land Bills in their pockets. Since 
every idea that human ingenuity can devise 
has already found its exponent, we cannot 
expect, and still less do we desire, origina
lity of conception from the Government.
It is morally certain that some one out of 
the numerous designs now before the world 
will prove to have anticipated that which 
may be matured by the Cabinet, and it is
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probable that many amateurs will claim the 
credit of prior invention. For our own 
part wo attach less importance to any the
ory, and more to a careful manipulation of 
details, than most of those who are now 
prescribing for Ireland. It is chiefly by 
reason of defects in its machinery that Mr. 
Cardwell’s Act has remained almost a dead 
letter, and the most sweeping provisions 
against oppressive “ landlordism ’’ would be 
ineffective if no tenant could put them in 
force without trouble or expense. At the 
same time, no Bill can be successful which 
is not the expression of principles definite 
as well as sound, and it is no longer prema
ture to enquire what principles are likely to 
be adopted by the Government as the foun
dation of their scheme.

There are four heads under which it is 
possible to group all the proposed solutions 
of the Irish Land Question. Three of these 
embrace the various plans for regulating the 
conditions of tenancy, while the fourth 
embraces those for abolishing tenancy, more 
or less gradually,and substituting proprietor
ship. The readiest and, perhaps, the most 
business-like solution would be a complete 
revision of the existing law, with a view to 
entourage written agreements and all other 
arrangements conducive to good cultivation, 
on the basis of voluntary contract. A Bill 
drawn up with this aim would, of course, 
guarantee tenants compensation tor im
provements hereafter to be made with the 
landlord’s consent ; it might even guarantee 
retrospective compensation for past improve
ments made under similar sanction. Still, 
it would not give any securi'y of tenure, 
except indirectly, by making it ruinous for 
the grasping landlord to evict, since he 
would have to pay a lump sum, in addition 
to all the loss incident to changes of tenants 
and possible litigation. ■ The next mode of 
dealing with the question is that which pro
ceeds by extinguishing teuancies-at-will, 
universally or generally, and converting 
Irish farmers into leaseholders, whether by 
Act of Parliament t)r by some gentler and 
less summary method. The most familiar, 
but not the most equitable, form of this solu
tion is Mi^yiyn's proposal, the effect of 
which, gs'Wqnaiued by himself, is “ to con- 
“ vert the* tenure of every occfupier of an 
“agricultural tenement into a lease for 
“sixty-three yeers, fixing \the rent to be 
“paid by a valuation." Ere tween such a 
proposal and provisions, however stringent, 
for making it a landlord’s vMerest to grant 
leases there are, of course, infinite degrees ; 
but there is one feature common to all, and 
that is the clear definition in a statute, or 
written instrument, of tenants' rights and

liabilities. Moreover, even Mr. Butt con
templates making the lease forfeitable on a 
breach of certain specified conditions, and 
the rent variable during its currency with 
the price of agricultural produce. Mr. Mill, 
on the other hand, whose plan is scarcely 
in pari materia with any other, would cut 
the knot by paying off the landlords and 
virtually commuting the rent into a State 
tax of fixed amount. In short, Mr. Mill’s 
remedy for Ireland is perpetuity of tenure, 
nominally conditional on the fulfilment of 
duties like those admitted by Mr. Butt, 
who now seems to have abandoned his 
former notion of compulsory sixty-three 
years' leases for this still more extreme 
claim of Tenant Bight. Distinct from both 
these solutions is that which purports to re
concile the general custom with the law of 
Irish tenancy, whether by erecting the 
Ulster system into a normal standard all 
over Ireland, or by enabling all local cus
toms to be pleaded as such by tenants in 
courts of law. This last mode of settling 
the matter would disturb the existing state 
of things less than any other, would dis
pense with the necessity of insisting on 
written contracts, and would otherwise save 
the Legislature a vast deal of trouble ; but 
it would inevitably open an interminable 
series of legal proceedings, and leave ten
ants in some parts of the country without 
protection. The fourth solution is typified 
by the well-known suggestion of Mr. 
Bright, derived from the experience of 
Prussia. This obviously stands altogether 
by itself, being essentially permissive in its 
nature, applicable only where landlords are 
disposed to sell, gnd beneficial only to farm
ers who can afford to pay a largely increased 
rent for twenty or thirty years.

We have before pointed out the direction 
from which it appears likely that Mr. Glad
stone and his colleagues will approach the 
question. We may now add that wo shall 
be gieatly surprised if any single one of the 
four principles above indicated should be 
embodied exclusively in the Government 
Bill. These principles, in fact, are not al
ternatives, but to some extent supplemen
tal to each other. It would be even pos
sible to combine them all in the same Bill, 
so that each should be allowed to operate in 
the cases to which it might be suited. We 
have no difficulty, however, in selecting 
that which ought to govern the rest, and 
this, we venture to predict, will be the key
stone of any settlement which Mr. Glad
stone may recommend to Parliament. The 
radical source of agrarian discontent and 
outrage in Ireland is, and has been for time 
immemorial, not so much rack-rent as un
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certainty of tenure. The cure for uncer
tainty of tenure is legal security of tenure ; 
and legal security of tenure means leases in 
one form or another. The main object of 
the Government Land Bill, therefore, will 
probably be the extension of leases, or the 
equivalent of leases, to a very large propor
tion of Irish tenants. The means employed 
for affecting this object will, no doubt, be 
various, and mostly indirect, but it may be 
necessary to reserve a power in the last re
sort to do that on behalf of a bad landlord 
which a good landlord would do for himself. 
For the exercise of any such power, as well 
as to superintend the process of transition, 
a strong Commission or Board, armed with 
a large discretion, would have to be estab
lished. It happens that Ireland possesses in 
the Landed Estates Court and the Board ol 
Works two institutions which afford, at least, 
useful precedents for the official control of 
dealings with land. In estimating the ex
tent oi interference that would be required, 
it must always be remembered that in a great 
majority of cases the existing relations of 
landlord and tenant are satisfactory in all re
spects but one. The tenant is almost sure that 
he will never be turned out, except lor obsti
nate non-payment of rent, and that his rent 
will never be unfairly raised ; but he cannot 
be quite sure, for the kindest landlord may 
be succeeded by a tyrannical heir, or sell to 
a rapacious purchaser. The problem is to 
give him, ana still more to give his less for
tunate neighbour, this certainty, without re
ducing the landlord to a mortgagee or rent 
charger. To despair of this problem would, 
indeed, be unworthy of statesmanship, nor 
do we see any difficulty to be encountered 
equal to those overcome last Session by the 
Reformed Parliament. It is idle to say that 
nothing but confiscation will satisfy the 
Fenians. It is not our business to satisfy 
the Fenians, and they would assuredly not 
be fealigfied if Ireland were confiscated 
twiceover. Our business is simply to do 
justice between two classes, constituting the 
very bone and sinew of Ireland, whose in
terests arc really identical, and, in doing 
justice, to extirpate the most ancient root 
of Irish wrongs. We must, however, bear 
in mind two opposite sources of error. It 
would be wiser, on the one hand, not to 
meddle with the Land Question at all unless 
we can hope effectually to quiet the minds 
of the present generation of tenants : it 
would be very short-sighted, on the other 
hand, to sacrifice the peace of the next 
generation. Ireland wants rest from agita 
tion above all, but we must not purchase a 
short-lived rest from agitation ^concessions 
pregnant with the germs of anarchy. In

closing accounts with the past it may be just 
and necessary to recognize prescriptive 
rights of doubtful origin ; but it cannot be 
just or necessary to foster the growth of 
similar rights in future. »

It augurs well for the solution of the 
Irish Land Question that its true nature is 
more and more realized throughout Great 
Britain. Here and there a sceptic may be 
found who either denies the very existence 
of an Irish Lar.d Question in any legitimate 
sense, or insists that it canrot be solved ex
cept by injustice. Such, however, is not 
the general temper of men who have fairly 
investigated the facts, and educated opinion 
has advanced far beyond the off-hand dictum 
that “tenant-right is nothing but landlord 
wrong.” So great, indeed, has been this 
progress as to suggest the new danger of a 
premature decision on the proper basis of 
an Irish Land Bill. Now, it is due to the 
Government, responsible as they are for a 
work of legislation which no private member 
could attempt, that wo should at least sus
pend our judgment till we know what prin
ciples they are prepared to adopt for their 
guidance. In the meantime, detailed 
schemes, put forth by individuals of compe
tent authority, may be of considerable value 
inj soundiflg and lighting the channel, beset 
with rocks and shoals, through which the 
Legislature must steer its course rext Ses
sion. Of these schemes, that which has 
just been published by Mr. JamêS*Cairo de
serves special attention, not only because it 
is eminently moderate and practical, but 
also because few writers combine in an equal 
degree the qualifications necessary for eluci
dating the subject. No one ignorant of 
agriculture has a right to express any confi
dent opinion on one very important branch 
of it—the comparative-jnerits of small and 
large holdings, of tenancy under lease and 
tenancy at. will, of improvements executed 
by landlords and improvements executed by 
tenants, in extracting the utmost amount of 
produce from the soil. No one who visits 
Ireland for the first time in 1869 can form 
any trustworthy idea of the extent to which 
causes of recent origin, such as the potato 
famine, emigration, and education, may 
have opeiated in bringing about its present 
agrarian condition. In both these respects 
Mr. Cairo is a highly-qualified witness, and 
we observe with satisfaction that his general 
conclusions support the inferences to be 
drawn from the letters of our own Corre
spondent.

It is often stated, and truly stated, that a 
very marked improvement has been wrought 
among the Irish peasantry during the last 
twenty years. Mr. Cairo recognises this
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but his testimony as to its cause istiot very 
encouraging. “The people are better 
“ clothed, better housed, ana better fed, not 
“because the produce of the ground has 
“ been materially increased, but because it 
“ has become of more value, and is divided 
“ among two-thirds of those who shared it 
“ then (in 1849). Most of the wet land is 
“ still undrained. The broken, worn, and 
“gapped fences remain too much as before. 
“ Except in Ulster and the Eastern sea- 
“ board of the country there is little appear- 
“ an ce of any investment of capital in culti- 
“vation. What the ground will yield from 
“year to year at the least cost of time, la- 
“ hour, and money is taken from it. * * * 
“There is no confidence between classes ; 
“ people are living from hand to mouth, 
“ landlords drawing their rents with the 
“ least outlay in their power, and tenants 
“ tilling their land after the same pattern.” 
It is right to point out that much of this 
penny-wisdom on both sides 4nay be, and 
doubtless is, due to what Mr, Caird himself 
elsewhere describes as a “universal feeling 
“ of expectation” that some great alteration 
in the Land system of Ireland is about to be 
made. It is also right to note on the favour
able side of the account the fact that 
“ the landlords’ rents are well paid, the 
“ tenant farmers are prosperous, the la- 
“ bourers never had higher wages,” and. we 
may add, that land is by no means depreci
ated in market price, while numbers of small 
farmers are eager to increase their holdings. 
Still, Mr. Caird maintains in opposition to 
the prevailing opinion, that Ireland has not 
made anything like such great strides it) 
agriculture since the famine “as have been 
made by England and Scotland, and his 
evidence carries with it considerable weight.

It is obvious that, if this view be accepted 
as accurate on the whole, it materially 
strengthens the political and social arrange
ments for a new law of Land Tenure in 
Ireland. Even if the existing system were 
ever so productive of mere wealth, it would 
be a question whether it ought to be upheld 
in its Integrity at the cost of a permanent 
antagonism between landlord and tenant. 
But ff it can be shown independently to yield 
a poor economical result, the case in its 
favour becomes proportionably weaker. Mr. 
Cairo, however, recommends no organic 
change. He proposes five principal reforms, 
none of which involves the use of direct com- 

''pulsion. In the first place he would reverse 
the presumption of law wttch declares build
ings and other permanent improvements to 
be the property of the landlord, without any 
liability to compensation. Secondly, he 
would modify the presumption of law which

declares a tenancy at will equivalent to a 
yearly tenancy in the absence of express 
agreement, and would secure a tenant holding 
without lease in the possession of his land 
for a term long enough for a proper course 
of husbandry. Thirdly, he would encourage 
leases for twenty years at least, not only by 
making them a bar to claims for compensa
tion, but also by making them a necessary 
condition of the Government loans for land 
improvement. Fourthly, he would extend 
the leasing powers »f life tenants and trus
tees. Fifthly, though he would give legal 
validity to existing claims under Ulster 
tepant-right, he would provide for their 
gradual extinction by the voluntary substitu
tion of leases, or the payment of the capital 
sum. Like all who have faced the difficulties 
of a Land settlement on so large'a scale, he 
contemplates the creation of a new court or 
commission, and he attaches, moreover, 
great importance to Mr. Bright’s scheme 
for the conversion of occupiers into owners 
by discriminating assistance from the 
State.

We shall not here enter upon any de
tailed examination of this programme, espe
cially as most of its articles are already 
familiar to our readers. Its most distinctive 
feature, and that upon which its author 
chiefly insists, is the superiority of leases 
over customary rights of occupation—that 
is, of a tenant right by contract over a tenant- 
right by prescription—as the groundwork of 
a settlement which must cover all Ireland.
So far we can entirely agree with Mr. Caird, 
whose judicious remarks on Ulster tenant-
right are perhaps the most instructive part 
6f his pamphlet. A custom which has appa
rently placed Ulster above all the other 
provinces in agricultural wealth, civilization, 
and good order is entitled to the greatest 
respect, and the study of it offers a most 
valuable clue for penetrating the labyrinth 
of the Land Question. Beyond this we are 
not prepared to advocate recourse to it, and 
we believe that any legislative attempt to 
stereotype it must end in failure. The his
tory of Ulster tenant-right cannot be traced 
back with certainty for above three or four 
generations ; it has never taken root, or it 
has been uprooted, on many estates in 
Ulster itself ; and the circumstances of 
Ulster, apart from tenant-right, differ essen
tially*, from those of the South. Even in 
Ulster the custom is often grossly abused by 
grasping tenants selling the very forbearance 
and kindness of landlords at a profit, and by 
grasping landlords squeezing out the value 
of a goodwill, purchased with their own 
sanction, through a constant advance of 
rent At this very moment an agitation
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against the latter of these abuses is being 
carried on in Ulster, and meetings are 
being held to demand legal protection foi 
claims hitherto secured by custom alone. 
Ulster tenant-right, in fact, if it means any
thing, means fixity of tenure without fixity 
of rent, and it depends for its efficacy upon 
the disposition of landlords and the competi
tion for land. As compared with a system 
of tenancy at will, it possesses great advan
tages, notwithstanding the objection that it 
strips an incoming tenant of his capital ; but, 
as compared with an equitable system of 
leases, it possesses no advantage, except 
that it is established in certain districts. 
Whatever scheme may be adopted should 
contain, on that ground, a saving clause for 
Ulster tenant-rights: but it must not propa
gate in other provinces the characteristic 
vice of Ulster tenant-right—that it mulcts 
the good landlord unduly, and gives the bad 
landlord an unfair hold on his tenant. The 
policy of the Legislature should be the exact 
reverse of this, and perhaps the best test of 
its success will be its different reception by 
these two classes.

No. XXVII.
December 31.

Having examined the Land System of 
Ireland in its results, and what I may call its 
structure, I proceed briefly to consider its 
causes—that is, the agencies which have 
given it its present form and general char
acter. The relation of landlord and tenant 
in England has passed slowly in the course 
of centuries, by a change so gradual that it 
is difficult to trace, from that of superior 
and vassal into that of modern owner and 
occupier ; and while it has not altogether 
lost its ancient type, it adjusts itself, on 
the whole, very well to the requirements 
of a great commercial nation. In this 
state of things, as a general rule, the ten
ant is a man of substance, who hires the 
use of the land with a view to profit. The 
farm he cultivates is usually large, and he 
has no sense of property in it, because he 
sinks no capital in it with a view of add
ing to its permanent value; his dealings 
with his landlord are, for the most part, 
upon the footing of positive contract 
with or without reference to legalized 
customs ; and the landlord makes at his 
own Cost the durable improvements the 
land may require. Under these conditions 
there is no confusion or clashing of mutual 
rights er interests ; law and fact agree in as
signing the tenant a mere temporary usufruct 
according to a definite bargain, and in 
classifying the landlord as really the

U
■v

owner of the land and of all accretions 
to it: there is no cause of conten
tion between them ; and as the land
lords, in numberless instances, are associa
ted with their dependents by kindly ties, 
unbroken perhaps for generations, and 
strengthened by common sympathies and 
tastes, their relations with them are almost 
always gracious, and, happily for tile com
mon weal, they enjoy great and legitimate 
influence. In a word, in this matter of land
ed tenure—which, has been truly said by a 
great historian, is one of the best tests of 
the condition of a nation—as in all parts of 
her social frame, we see in England the 
institutions of the past transformed to the 
uses of the present time, and law reflecting 
the genius of the people ; and the result 
appears in an nnion of classes, co-existing 
with vast gradations of rank, the whole kept 
together by traditional influences and blend
ed into a general harmony, in a way un
paralleled, perhaps in Europe.

How is it come to pass that, under a sys
tem of law and a constitution nominally 
almost identical, the position of the landed 
classes in Ireland is in nearly every respect 
different, and presents a complete and la
mentable contrast ? Why is it that the 
greater part of the island is occupied by a 
poor peasantry, in small farms as tenants at J 
will, not in the status of free contractors ? 
How has it happened that in the case of the 
immense majority of tenancies in Ireland, 
their holders have acquired equities in the 
soil, derogating from freehold ownership 
and creating concurrent rights in the land, 

ct utterly unprotected by law, and upheld 
y other and very different means ? How 

is it that in Ireland, as a general rule, ex
cept in the case of large farms, whatever is 
permanently added to land and permanently 
increases its value has been the work of the 
tenant, not of the landlord, and that this 
state of things has become inveterate ? 
What is the reason that,this being so, jaw has 
never been accommodated to social facts ; 
that it has failed to distributethe true rights! 
respectively belonging to the owner and ocJ 
cupier, and to give the occupier legitimate 
security ; and that it has thus operated as an 
incentive to injustice and wrong, to disorder 
and crime ? Whence is it that the ordinary 
Irish tenant has a sense of property in the 
ground he tills, quite different from that of 
the English farmer, which makes him resist 
attempts to disturb his possession as an in
tolerable grievance, and which, in the exist
ing state of the law, has led to strife and 
social disturbance ? What is the ultimate 
source bf the agrarian spirit, and the provo" 
cative of its present activity T Why is it
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that the occupiers of the soil in Ireland 
have been long eager for a grejt change ? 
Why, in a very great part of the' country,(is 
the institution of landed property disliked, 
assailed by revolutionary passion, with no 
deep root in popular affection, without its 
natural authority and influence ?_ Why,
one word, is the Land System of Ii eland so 
full of anomalies and complex mischiefs 
that, serious as is the evil of touching any 
settlement which has long continued, a 
thorough reform is felt to be necessary ? It 
seems advisable to consider these questions, 
in order to see how deep-seated are the 
causes which have made the relations 
between the landed classes of Ireland what 
they are, and to gain a clear conception of 
what legislation may hope to accomplish in 
this matter. Such an enquiry, too, may 
possibly tend to remove prejudices and to 
allay discords ; to show how little of the ills 
of Ireland ought to be laid to the charge of 
the existing generation ; to transfer to ci r- 
cumstance responsibilities at present unjust
ly thrown on classes by ignorance or short
sighted passion.

Some main features of the Land System 
of Ireland, regarded upon the side,of occu
pation, and some popular feelings Connected 
with it, have been attributed to the peculiar 
genius of the Celtic character, and to the 
influence of the primitive organization once 
prevalent among the anciept Irish tribes. 
These writers maintain that the small farm 
system, the normal type of agriculture in 
Ireland, is to be traced to the innate ten
dency of the Celt to subdivision among his 
family, and that the sentiment of property 
in their holdings entertained so widely by 
Irish tenants is due to the fact that under 
the sept tenures the clansman was virtually 
owner of the soil, subject to the claims of 
his chiet as suzerain. As every one at all 
acquainted with the subject knows that the 
instinct of the ordinary Irish peasant is to 
parcel out 1rs possessions among his des
cendants, ard that this holds good as respects 
his land, and as unquestionably vague ideas 
of tribal rights not wholly forgotten are still 
current in some parts of Ireland, this theory 
is certainly not altogether unfounded ; nor 
is it improbable that it will receive strength 
when the collection of the early laws of 
Ireland, now in course of publication, shall 
have been completed. Nevertheless, I 
believe that general causes will account 
more reasonably for these phenomena, and 
in proof of this I venture to remark that 
the very peculiarities in the occupation of 
land which are supposed to be wholly Celtic 
are most conspicuous in those parts of Ire
land in which the blood of the Celt is least

predominant. Small holdings abound in a 
special manner throughout the Plantation 
counties of Ulster, the seat of colonies from 
England and Scotland ; and in no other 
part of Ireland, assuredly, has the occupier 
of the soil a more settled conviction that he 
has a title to it Of a proprietary kind. This 
indicates that the Land System of Ireland is 
not simply an affair of race ; and it is better 
to take the larger view if it falls in more 
exactly with the facts. I a;;ree, however, 
with those who think that the manner in 
which the clan system of Ireland was broken 
up and destroyed, and the island was over-run 
and conquered, accounts in part for the tra
ditional dislike cf the institutions and laws 
of England, and of the existing arrange
ments of landed property, too evident among 
the Irish peasantry. Whatever their “bar
barism’? may have been, the Irish chiefs 
were loved by their people, and when they 
were struck down little care was taken to 
mitigate the harshness cf the domination of 
strangers. Prop the days of the Plantage- 
nets to those »( the last Stuart, injustice 
and State-craft conspired to obliterate the 
forms of life congenial to Irish instincts, 
and, by a process of wrong not easy to 
match, the lands of the sept were involved 
in the forfeiture that attended the “treason" 
of its chieftain. In addition, the island was 
convulsed for centuries by civil and then by 
religious wars ; a line of separation was un
happily drawn between the English and 
Irish races ; whole tracts were abandoned 
to anarchical feudalism, and the form of the 
Monarchy and of the law cf England was 
known only as an alien influence. Society 
was thus distorted and injured, and the re
sults in some measure explain the lawless
ness too common in Ireland and the vague 
recollections of confiscations in which the 
people have suffered injustice. Especially 
I believe that these sentiments are the ori
ginal source of the agrarian spirit which has 
manifested itself in a variety of forms since 
the conquests of Elizabeth and Cromwell, 
though bad laws connected with land are 
the chief immediate cause of its modern 
development. It is a most significant fact 
that agrarianism has always been most 
active in districts disturbed for ages by civil 
strife, and by violent changes in the owner
ship of laud, in which an infusion of Teu
tonic blood has added fierceness and cour
age to the character of the Celt.

The Land System of Ireland, however, 
can be hardly said to have been at all 
formed until after the Revolution of 1688. 
That event, which terminated the wars of 
ages, »ud closed the era of conquest in 
Ireland, made the supremacy of England

complete, and place 
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complete, and placed the settlement of Irish 
' land for the first time on durable basis. In 

the piovinces of Leinster, Munster, and 
Connaught, the aristocracy of conquest 
which for four generations had held a 
dominion, often precarious and interrupted 
by wild risings, was rooted with its depen
dents in the soil on the wrecks of a subju
gated people, and the powerful colonies 
that had been planted in Ulster acquired 
finally an absolute ascendency. Save 
where a few Catholic proprietors remained, 
and a certaiu number of the dominant caste’ 
were scattered us a yeomanry here and 
there, by far the greater part of the South 
was thus parcelled out between races divided 
by every cause of disunion which a different 
origin, religious dissensions, and centuries 
of discord could produce, yet united in the 
close social relation of the ownership and 
occupation of the soil ; and in one province 
only the promise appeared of a more auspi
cious order of things. A settlement of 
property so crude and recent, so marked by 
violence, harshness, and wrong, was obvi
ously wholly opposite to anything that Eng
land had seen since the Norman period, and 
Sir George Lewis may have been right in 
thinking that this alone accounts for nearly 
all that followed. Yet possibly the kindly 
influences of time, of social intercourse, of 
habit, of commerce, would before long have 
mitigated this state of affairs, and have con
verted the hostile castes in Ireland into not 
unfriendly landlords and tenants, had not 
barbarous legislation interfered to arrest 
and neutralize the healing process. Con- 
temporary politics and opinion may, in part, 
excuse the Penal Code of Ireland ; yet it is 
not the less true that these execrable laws 
were the fertile source of enduring mischief. 
The paramount objects of this code were to 
maintain uncontrolled the domination of 
the Protestant minority in Ireland, to assure 
to it the perpetual ownership of the soil, to 
dissipate the remnant of landed property 
possessed by Roman Catholic families, and 
to keep the mass of the Irish people in 
hopeless thraldom and degradation. This 
is not the place to examine the means taken 
to promote these unnatural ends, or to 
analyze an odious scheme of oppression ; 
but it is necessary for my purpose to glance 
at the results. The immediate effects of 
the Penal Code were to keep land artifici
ally out of commerce by confining the right 
to it to a small class, and thus to maintain 
the settlement of conquest and the bitter 
memories associated with it ; to create 
numerous middleman tenures, since Protes
tants only could possess a freehold, and 
thus to encourage absenteeism ; to sever

the aristocracy from their inferiors, and to 
interpose the worst possible class of land
lords, and to fasten the Irish peasantry on 
the soil in a state of subjection which only 
aggravated recollections dangerous to the 
peace of society. The Code in this manner 
directly caused some of the worst pheno
mena in the Land System of Ireland ; and it 
may be added that, by preventing the natural 
and easy alienation of land, it was the ulti
mate source of those embarrassments which 
were ended by the Landed Estates Court.
Yet the indirect and social effects of the 
code were even more calamitous. In the 
South it erected a firm barrier between the 
jarring races and creeds which statesman
ship should have tried to harmonize ; it 
formed society on the type of ascendency, 
making the Protestant landlord harsh and 
oppressive, and the Catholic tenant suspi
cious and servile ; and it proved a cuise to 
both by blighting the growth of the kindly 
sentiments that would have grown up be
tween them. It must never be forgotten 
that this system of unmitigated and ruinous 
injustice continued unchanged until 1778, 
and was abolished only in the last genera
tion. In Ulster, where society rested on a 
basis in many respects different, and the 
line between the owner and occupier of the 
soil was not wholly traced by a distinction 
of creed, the Penal Code was much less • 
injurious.

In this way the Land System of Ireland, 
considered upon the side of ownership, was 
distorted into a torm of which the cnaracter 
was never completely changed. Disastrous, 
however, as the Penal Code was, the island 
was, for the first time, at peace during the 
first three-fourlfs of the 18th century ; and 
in spite of many, counteracting influences, 
the effects of order became manifest. Money 
was accumulated by thrift and industry, 
though, not to speak of worse impediments, 
the trade of the nation was unfairly checked, 
and the land, which had keen the spoil of 
war, was largely cultivated, enclosed, and 
improved. The work of building and fenc
ing, ot reclaiming and planting went on 
during successive generations ; and though 
the squirearchy, as was natural in a class 
which breathed the poisonous air of ascend
ancy, were too_often reckless and worthless, 
many country gentlemen proved bright 
exceptions, Many Roman Catholics by 
degrees emerged from poverty, and ranged 
themselves on the land beside the Protestant 
yeomanry, becoming extensive farmers and 
graziers ; and they slowly acquired riches 
and influence, though they held the soil by 
inferior tenure. Society imperceptibly im
proved ; and before long a change of a more

■ ..... ... , „ ^
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important kind began to pass over the na
tion. Population increased with great ra
pidity ; and Ireland having neither trade nor 
manufactures, the land which, until after the 
middle of the century, had been thinly occu
pied, and in very many districts held in 
large farms, became insensibly mnch subdi
vided. The large Protestant freeholds and 
Catholic leaseholds were split up and dimi
nished by degrees; and,the peasantry, mul
tiplying upon the soity too often unhappily 
in destitution, extended densely over the 
whole country. The process was accelerated 
in the North by the prevalence of the linen 
manufacture and by ^certain other special 
causes ; but it was general and distinct 
throughout Ireland, and the tendency had 
become irresistible before the 18th century 
closed. The small holders, who now spread 
over the land, extended widely the area of 
husbandry, carried cultivation over hill and 
plain, and by these means acquired or in
creased by degrees those equities in the 
soil which, though not recognised by law, 
are the natural,-heritage of the Irish peasan
try. Under the domination of the* ruling 
caste, these equities in the South could have 
no protection, save acquiescence and 
the landlords’ consent. In the North they 
came under the safeguard of the custom 
founded by the old colonist tenants, and 
Tenant Right strengthened with the growth 
of society. It was in this way, I venture to 
think, that Ireland became a land of small 
holdings, and that a sense of property in 
them was implanted in the minds of the 
peasantry : and since general causes explain 
the facts it is sefer, [erhaps, to rely on 
them than merely on the instincts and tradi
tions of race, though these undoubtedly co
operated. As might have been supposed, 
the landlords of those days, especially those 
ot the middlemen class, encouraged the pro
cesses of subdivision and farming by which 
their rents were greatly augmented; and 
society was not generally disturbed by the 
11 clearances" of a subsequent period. 
Nevertheless, as Ireland then was, oppres
sion and exaction were often inevitable in 
the relations between landlord and tenant; 
we read frequently of rack-renting in the 
South, and even of evicting in some cases ; 
and as the peasantry grew in numbers, 
whether from the increase of their poverty 
or of their power, agrarianism, which during 
many years had been almost a latent 
disorder, became developed in several coun
ties. It is very remarkable that Burke, who 
witnessed the progress of this social revolu
tion, pointed out distinctly the mistake of 
allowing the peasant^ to gain rights in the 
land witho* tadequate protection from law ;

and his language is all the more striking, 
because even the small holders of those days 
had usually the security of short leases, and 
the vices of the system had not been fully 
brought out, through the general prevalence 
of tenancies-at-will.

Such was the form which the Land System 
of Ireland assumed on the side of occupa
tion. A generation followed in which the 
country became more prosperous, yet, in 
which, under the show of improvement, 
seeds of disorder were sown thickly in the 
relations between the landed classes. The 
domination of caste in the South was miti
gated to a certain extent by the abolition of 
the worst of the Penal Laws, by the move
ment of 1781-2, by the growth of a Roman 
Catholic middle class, by the advance of 
knowledge and civilization ; and, throughout 
Ireland, Protestant ascendency lost some
thing of its odious character. Yet those 
who have studied the events of 1798 know 
what thal ascendency could still bring forth ; 
and Burke, A dam Smith, and Arthur Young 
have shown clearly in different ways, what 
feelings too often existed between an Irish 
landlord.and his dependents at a time on 
the verge of this period Meanwhile, a 
number of concurring causes promoted the 
increase of the population, and accelerated 
the subdivision of the land. The cultivation 
of the potato was stimulated, and prolific 
millions were reared on the soil through the 
support afforded by that precarious root. 
The 40s. freehold franchise was extended, 
and landlords covered their estates with 
cottiers in order to obtain polilical influence. 
Before long the war with France raised the 
prices of agricultural produce, and caused 
an extraordinary demand for corn ; and 
thus tended to quicken still more the move
ment towards small farm husbandry. Within 
less than thirty years the people of Ireland 
doubled in numbers ; and speaking generally 
and with large exceptions, small holdings 
prevailed throughout the island. In this 
state of things the equities in the soil 
acquired by the persantry became very 
great; whole districts iu fact, weie made 
profitable by them ; and as the competition 
for land grew keen, rents rose, and land
lords enjoyed larger incomes, while, as was 
natural under the small farm system, not 
they but their tenantry made the farmsteads 
and buildings on their estates, and added 
enormously- to their value. The result in 
the Nortn was to raise the price of Tenant 
Right in a remarkable degree, to give the 
custom additional strength, and throughout 
the country to increase the claims of the 
peasantry to a joint interest in the land, the 
sentiment of which became deep seated ;

and we now see how 
judicial decisions 
acknowledged these 
and matured, and 
with the facts of sc 
have before noticed 
be expected from t 
age ; and, in Engla 
field had given the 
rous usages conned 
rights of the Irish p 
nized or received pi 
ever, the inherent r 
things were not fu 
still favoured the sy 
which they found t 
ways; if middlemai 
creased, the peasan 
leases ; and thougl 
growing pressure i 
sources of the lai 
often alarming in t 
of oppression were i 
consequences were 
seemed compaiativ 
elements of disturb! 
ing fast under this 1 
lentous mass of p 
the population aug 
hung heavily on th 
tection of the Po 
always inclined to 
is the case with a 
in sympathies from 
faster than their ret 
of many, which ha 
since the days of 1 
invo ved in hopeles 
evils of abseuteeisi 
than they had been, 
and were more fell 
was very much ne 
partly of the cone 
threw on the occup: 
improvement. A be 
in the North, where 
landed classes had a 
footing and a healtl 
been formed; yet ( 
was much improvk 
bable that Tenant 1 
the ascendency it 
managed their estai 
judiciously liberal 1< 

T he period of dis 
war revealed clearlj 
chiefs that had gath 
of Ireland, and 
causes of trouble, 
lords were ruined, i 
int» the Court of Cl 
of the worst misrnan 

R

Lt... ■■ ■
, v,..



OF IRELAND. 133

and we now see how unfortunate it was that 
judicial decisions had not long before 
acknowledged these claims as they grew up 
and matured, and brought law in accord 
with the facts of society. Unhappily, as I 
have before noticed, this reform was not to 
be expected from the Irish Judges of that 
age ; and, in England, although Lord Mans
field had given the sanction of law to nume
rous usages connected with land, the natural 
rights of the Irish peasant were never recog
nized or received protection. As yet, how
ever, the inherent mischiefs of this state of 
things were not fully disclosed : landlords 
still favoured the system of small holdings, 
which they found to be profitable in many 
ways; if middleman (enures for a time in
creased, the peasantry usually had still short 
leases ; and though, owing chiefly to the 
growing pressure of population on the re
sources of the laud, agrarianism became 
often alarming in the South, and instances 
of oppression were not unfrequent, the worst 
consequences were yri to come, aim society 
seemed comparatively prosperous: Yet
elements ofdisturbance,and peril were ripen
ing fast under this face of progress. A por
tentous mass of poverty was developed as 
the population augmented in numbers and 
hung heavily on the' land, without the pro
tection of the Poor Law. The gentry 
always inclined to extravagance, as usually 
is the case with a privileged order, cut otf 
in sympathies from the people, often lived 
faster than their rents rose ; and the estates 
of many, which had been encumbered ever 
since the days of the Penal Code, became 
involved in hopeless embarrassment. The 
evils of absenteeism, though .less, perhaps, 
than they had been, became more apparent 
and were more felt; and landed property 
was very much neglected, in consequence 
partly of the conditions of tenure, which 
threw on the occupier chiefly the charge of 
improvement. A better state of affairs existed 
in the North, where the relations between the 
landed classes had always been on a sounder 
footing and a healthier public opinion had 
been formed ; yet even in the North there 
was much improvidence, and it is not pro
bable that Tenant Right could have gained 
the ascendency it attained had landlords 
managed their estates with care, and given 
judiciously liberal leases. ,

T he period of distress that succeeded the 
war revealed clearly the more recent mis
chiefs that had gathered in the Land System 
of Ireland, and the old and chronic 
causes of trouble. A great number of land
lords were ruined, and their estates, swept 
inte the Court of Chancery, became centres 
of the worst mismanagement ; and if middle- 

R

man tenures, though still verj .ommon, 
were in past broken up with good results, 
lauded propertywas in an impoverished state 
and remained too generally extremely ne
glected. At the same time the collapse of 
prices proved destructive to thousands of 
the poorer class of farmers, and the rapid 
augmentation of the mass of indigence 
which had grown up as the population in
creased, became a weighty burden on the 
country. For the first time Irish landlords 
began to distrust and dislike the small farm 
system ; and the process of consolidation 
and clearing of estates commenced, and, 
betore long, became too common. The 
deep division of classes in Ireland which 
had seemed half hidden for some years, was 
then disclosed in the plainest manner, and 
society was rudely shaken and disturbed. In 
Ulster the peasantry was never evicted on 
a very large scale, Tenant right and powerful 
local opinion being opposed to expedients 
of this character. But it was too general in 
the other provinces ; and though reason
able allowances ought to be made for the 
difficulties in which landlords had been 
placed, the harshness that often marked 
these acts showed how little sympathy ex
isted between the dominant caste and the 
subject people. These clearances which, 
in numberless instances, despoiled the ten
ant of what morally was his own, and ap- 

eaved to him a ruthless invasion of what 
e had learned to think of as a secure 

possession, created fierce and savage irri
tation ; and agrarianism, that old fond of 
class which had come down from the age 
of conquest, which had exhibited itself in 
varying forms, as circumstances called it 
into being, acquired remarkable strength 
and intensity. Opposed for some time by 
a powerful Government, and pursued with 
extreme and violent rigour, it ceased to 
be insurrectionary and wild ; it formed it
self into a vast Trades Union in the in
terest of poverty against property, and it 
assumed the shape of a widespread conspi
racy to vindicate the assumed rights of the 
peasantry, and to maintain by assassination 
and crime a too popular code of landed 
tenure. This period of trouble may be 
said broadly to have lasted for 15 years 
after the Peace, and, though some improve
ment was then effected, events occurred 
before long which showed how separated 
the landed classes were, and which quicken
ed the discontent of the peasantry. The 
Irish landlords of the last generation were a 
great deal better than their predecessors, 
yet the curse of ascendency clung tc them, 
and as a class they resisted thé reforms 
which from 1826 to 1840 were devised for



the good of the Irish people. The peasan
try in the South, shaking off the thraldom 
of successive generations, now began to re
volt from superiors, not loved, but hitherto 
obeyed, and flung themselves into the arms 
of a demagogue, and of a priesthood which 
had no reason to like or revere a Protestant 
proprietary. Fierce political agitation 
sprang up ; the Clare election foreboded 
the decline of territorial influence ; and land
lords and tenants in the South of Ireland 
ranged themselves into opposite camps, di
vided by man/ causes of discord. Mean
time, the distress which had followed tha 
war, the extinction of the forty-shilling 
freeholds, the very uncertain stale of society, 
had conspired to diminish the comparative 
security of tenure enjoyed previously by the 
Irish tenant ; and the efforts of the land
lords to maintain their power co-operated in 
the same direction. The granting of leases 
became uncommon ; as leases fell in, the 
precarious tenure of tenancy-at will was 
generally substituted ; and thus, while evic
tions had become too frequent, the peasan
try rapidly began to lose the scanty legal 
protection they had for their long establish
ed equities in the soil. It is no wonder that 
agrarianism lived on, despite every effort 
made to root it out ; and it was greatly 
aggravated by the increase of poverty, 
which, though the country had advanced in 
wealth, augmented with the growth of po
pulation. A series of Parliamentary papers, 
ending with the report of the Devon Com
mission, showed that with the exception of a 
part of Ulster, Ireland was in a very danger
ous state between 1840 and 1844 ; and re
vealed a condition of society in which whole 
classes seemed rent asunder, in which law 
ignored the most important rights belonging 
to the occupiers of the soil, and in which 
indigence, disorder, and crime seemed to 
prey upon the vital strength of the nation. 
It must be admitted that if statesmen had at 
this time successfully removed the worst 
political ills of Ireland, thev had shown 
themselves unable to cope with this train of 
social mischiefs.

This state of society was much changed 
by the memorable events of 1846-48. The 
redundant population which for y iars had 
aggravated the ills of Ireland was removed 
permanently from the land. Middleman 
tenures almost disappeared, the estates of 
ruined proprietors were sold, and large 
tracts were thrown open to commerce, 
with results upon the whole beneficial. The 
country has since improved considerably, 
and the discipline of experience and suffer
ing has not been forgotten by the landed 
classes. The Irish gentry of this genera-

/

tion differ widely [from their fathers and 
grandfathers ; they are in general prudent 
and thrifty ; many of them have shown an 
excellent example in discharging faithfully 
the duties of property, and the influence 
of a bad ascendency of sect has become 
perceptibly weaker among them. On the 
other hand, the Irish peasantry have made 
a rapid advance in knowledge ; they have_ 
become more industrious and self-reliant ; 
and it would be a great mistake to judge 
them by the standard of a past generation. 
Absenteeism, also, has diminished ; and 
much that was worst in the Land 
System of" Ireland has been mitigated by 
firm government and strict pullic opinion. 
Yet tha structure and tendencies of that 
system remain unaltered in many respects, 
and if some of its mischiefs have been re
moved, time has unhappily developed 
others. After the efforts of years, to which 
the events ot" the famine gave remarkable 
aid, the large farm system has been intro
duced into Ireland to a certain e-xtent, with 
the conditions of tenure applicable to it, 
and the minute subdivision of land has di
minished. Yet the small farm system gene
rally prevails ; there is no prospect ojf 
its decline ; and this system naturally throws 
the charge of permanent improvements on 
the tenant, and gains for him an equity in 
the soil. The peasantry, where they have 
remained on the land, retain the rights they 
have gained in it, and they have added con
siderably to those rights as their prosperity 
has increased. And while this has gone on, 
a concurrence of causes—the changes of 
property after the famine, the fluctuation in 
the value of land witnessed in Ireland da
ring the last 20 years, unwise laws which 
have increased the facilities of dealing sum
marily with tenancies-at-will, and the desire 
ot the landlords to grasp at power—all this 
has tended to reduce still more the number 
of leaseholds in the country, and to make 
tenures generally precarious. The small 
farmers of Ireland stand at last in this bad 
and anomalous position, that while they 
have risen in the social scale, and have 
gained in numberless instances a title to a 
co-ordinate interest in the soil, they have 
sunk to the rank of tenants-at-will, have no 
protection for their rights from law, and 
have no defence against the extinction of 
their property by eviction and raising of 
rent but local custom and landlord forbear
ance. At the same time many events have 
conspired to reduce the already waning 
power of landlords in the southern provin
ces, and to render it odious in seme districts. 
In these parts of Ireland evictions were 
on a very large scale in the famine years,
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and excusable as these sometimes were, 
they were occasionally marked by cruelty 
and wrong : they often despoiled the ten
ant of his l ights ; and they have left memo
ries behind not yet. forgotten. Much as the 
landlords, too, have improved as a class, 
the facilities they possess to commit injus
tice tempt individuals, now and then, even 
in ordinary times, to acts of oppression ; 
and the unlnppy effects of sectarian division 
have set them in opposition generally to the 
people, have prompted them ,to contend for 
political domination lost beyond recall, have 
isolated them among their own dependents. 
Meantime the peasantry, growing in intelli
gence and deeply penetrated by teachings 
and influences hostile to the authority of 
their superiors, have learnt to appreciate 
whatever is faulty in the system of owner
ship around them and to dislike it the more 
as its strength diminishes. All this has con
curred to make landed property unpopular 
in some parts of the South ; nor is it to be 
denied that it is no w assailed by an angry 
and revolutionary spirit. In addition, and 
beyond all, the system of occupation, ever 
becoming more insecure and grievous 
to the tenant, has provoked univer
sal discontent ; and these and other causes 
have combined to maintain agrarianism and 
to prolong the existence of the agrarian 
spirit. In the greater part of Ulster, where 
powerful custom defends the interest of the 
tenant in the land, and public opinion is 
healthier than in the South, the condition of 
affairs is much better, and landed property 
retains very great influence ; yet even in 
Ulster^ where law fails to give its sanction 
to Tenant Right, the relations between the 
landed classes are not in a satisfactory state.

This brief survey of the general causes 
that have made the Land System of Irelrnd 
what it is induces me to offer one or two 
remarks. In the first place, tit will be ob
served how different, if resembling in name, 
are landed relations in England and Ireland. 
It is not merely that the course of centu
ries has developed in England the large 
farm system and that law is in harmony 
with it ; while they have evoked in Ireland 
the system of small farms with which the 
law is wholly in discord. It is that the 
settlement of land ^ the two countries 
stands on foundations absolutely distinct, 
and that the traditions, feelings, and senti
ments associated closely with landed pro
perty, and influencing it in its relations 
with the people, present a corresponding 
diversity. In the second place, it will be 
observed that the chief present defect in 
thelrish Land System, regarded upon the 
aide of occupation—the general prevalence

of tenaneies-at-will, co-existing with the 
large claim of the peasantry to an equit 
able interest in the soil, and the insecurity 
and injustice thence resulting—is compara
tively of modern origin, and that this, in 
a certain degree, explains why, though the 
country has greatly improved and many 
ills of the past have vanished, (discontent, 
widespread and deep rooted, still continues 
to fester in the hearts of the people. And 
lastly, the retrospect should induce us to 
cease visiting Ireland with reproaches, and 
should draw Irishmen towards each other 
by indicating the real causes of the ills that 
still afflict their common country. If pain
ful divisions still keep the landed classes of 
Ireland apart ; if in the greater part of the 
island, unhappy traditions still survive be
tween the owners and occupiers of the soil ; 
if landed property is too often disliked, and 
seems to enforce rights without performing 
duties ; if agrarianism still disturbs society, 
and a vexed and angry spirit is abroad ; if, 
in a word, in Mr. Gladstone’s language, 
Ireland is at this hour “politically diseased;” 
—the fault must be attributed not to this or 
that class, not to the shortcomings of the 
living generation, but to the accumulated 
errors and misfortunes of the past, and, 
above all, to the tyranny of circumstance. 
In considering the Land Question of Ireland 
we ought to cultivate the charities of his
tory, to make generous and humane allow
ances, and to avoid throwing upon the pre
sent the censure due to bygone generations.

No. XXVIII.
January 11.

Having examined the Land System of 
Ireland in its results, its organization, and 
its causes, I proceed to notice those features 
of it which seem to require special attention 
and to glance at the principles of the chief 
schemes put forward for removing its mis
chiefs. If the view I have taken of the 
general question in previous letters is toler
ably correct, we must consider the subject 
on both its sides-that of occupation and that 
of ownership. We have seen that the occu- 

iers of the soil in Ireland may be divided 
roadly into twti great classes, differing, 

however, in numbers and real importance— 
the capitalists and the peasant farmers. We 
have seen that, speaking generally, the first 
can deal with their superiois on equal terms, 
hold by lease or definite contract, do not 
add permanently to the value of their farms, 
for the most part occupy large areas, and 
have little or no claim to those equities in 
the soil created by Tenant Right, or arising 
in respect of lasting contributions to the
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land. We have seen that the law, as it now 
stands, applies fairly enough to the first class 
and that were the entire of Ireland held un
der what I have called | the English system 
of occupation no Land Question would, 
practically, exist. We have seen, however, 
that outside the pale of those capitalist far
mers extends the mass, prodigious in num
ber, of the peasant occupiers, that the law as 
to them is unjust, and that it is here the 
amending hand of the statesman is required 
to set right a faulty system. In the case of 
tenancies in this category—apart of course 
from very great exceptions, and modifica
tions of all kinds—the peasant in a large 
majority of instances cannot treat for land 
as a free contractor ; his tenure is usually 
at will, determinable by a six months’ no
tice to quit; he, or his predecessors, have, 
from time to time, made useful annexations 
to the land, and frequently given it its pro
ductive qualities; his holding, as a rule, is 
small in size ; and he has often acquired 
equities in the soil, through Tenant Right 
or in respect of improvements "of consider
able though undefinite value. These equi
ties, however, which, various as they are in 
extent, character, and intrinsic worth, nev
ertheless give the possessor of them an in
terest concurring with that of the owner, 
are wholly without the security of law, and 
—apart from terrorism and oulrageous 
force—are vindicated only by local custom, 
by acquiescence, and the forbearance of 
landlords. We have seen, moreover, that 
what makes this state of things tSlerably un
just is that, the tenure of the peasant being 
usually at will, the landlord is able to destroy 
his equity by raising rent or capricious evic
tion ; that it is here the law falls short of 
its duty to guard what virtually are rights of 
property, in the aggregate of enormous 
value ; and wehave noticed the evil conse-
?|uences, in the deep discontent of the small 
àrmers of Irefttnd, and in the prevalence of 

the agrarian spirit. We have seen, more
over, looking at the subject from the side 
of ownership, that from many causes landed 
property insome parts of Ireland has become 
unpopular and has lost its influence ; and 
that, for this and other reasons, it may be 
advisable to afford encouragement for the 

a easy, yet strictly voluntary, alienation of 
estates in Ireland under the control of the 
State, in order to attain a great political 
object.

. From these considerations it follows that 
the features in the Land System of Ireland 
which require to be particularly noticed are 
the prying defects in the law which allows, 
through its rules relating to tenancy at will, 
the rightful interests of an immense class—

QUESTION

and that one comparatively helpless—to be 
encroached upon or consficated, and the 
expediency of facilitating the transfer, in 
the general interest of the Irish nation, of a 
certain atoonnt of landed property. I pro
ceed to examine shortly the plafe^uggestcd 
for the reform of that system—beginning 
with its most important side, the tenure of 
the occupying peasantry ; but I must first 
say a word upon a matter which I believe 
causes great misconception. It will hardly 
be denied that the law which refuses to 
acknowledge the right of the Irish peasant 
to whatever interest he may have acquired 
in his holding beyond his tenure is grossly 
unjust ; nor is there a serious difference of 
opinion as to the quality of that interest in 
one class of cases. Where, as in Ulster, 
the small farmer has usually what is felt to 
be a kind of property in his land, and 
wherever in the South a tenant has paid a 
price for the purchase of goodwill, it is 
generally allowed that a bona fide interest 
beyond the legal tenure exists ; and it is 
seen plainly that Tenant Right conflicts 
directly with tenancy at will, and confers 
morally a substantial claim. But there 
is not the same agreement of opinion as re
gards the second and more general title of 
the Irish peasant to an interest in his farm 
—his equity in the soil in respect of improve
ments ; some even impartial persons con
sider this interest as really trifling, and as at 
bottom rather illusory ; end they deny that 
law works here much injustice. I do not 
think a more grievous error exists with re
ference to the Land Question of Ireland. 
No doubt, in the actual state of agriculture, 
a good deal that the peasant farmer may 
have annexed to the soil or contributed to 
it may not be a benefit to the landlord now, 
though the amount is much less than is 
commonly imagined, taken even that very 
imperfect criterion. No doubt, too, in num
erous cases, in consequence of evictions, of 
emigration, and of consequent changes of 
tenancies, no claim for improvements can 
be fairly preferred ; in other eases, not, 
perhaps, very many, what can be called 
“improvements” were never made; and, 
as a matter of course, all claims of this class 
must be subject to limitations of time, as in 
the case of every kind of title. It must be 
added that these claims are often justly liable 
to deductions in respect of injuries done by 
the tenant to the land, of diminution of rent 
because of improvements, and of continuous 
and prolonged occupation : and, unquestion
ably, where, as sometimes has happened, the 
landlord has contributed in part by money 
or otherwise to what has been done, it 
would not be easy to disengage and adjust
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accurately the peasant’s equity. Neverthe
less, after making every allowance and ad
mitting every legitimate drawback, I believe 
that the claims of the Irish tenants in re
spect of what they have permanently added 
to the soil are, without exaggeration, enor
mous;’and I assert confidently that, in vir
tue of them, they have in numberless in
stances gained an interest in their holdings, 
in justice and truth, repugnant to mere ten
ancy at will, and in a strict sense a large 
right of property. No person who has 
studied the subject, and understands what is 
the real meaning of “improvements” under 
the small farm system, will, I believe, ulti
mately think otherwise ; and I refer sceptics 
to the Report of the Devon Commission and 
to the Committee of Mr. Maguire in 1865, 
especially to the evidence of Lord Dufferin, 
who, though holding a very strong opinion 
on the right of absolute ownership in land, 
acknowledges, with the candour of a superior 
mind, how great arc the claims of the Irish 
peasant by reason of his additions to the soil. 
Nor is it impracticable, in my judgment, by 
adopting tests and pursuing a method on 
which 1 shall say a word hereafter, to vindi
cate these rights and to bring out the inter
est of the tenant in respect of them ; though 
it is here certainly we have so much to re
gret that judicial decisions have not settled 
these questions.

I pass on to projects for the amendment 
of the system of occupation in Ireland. 
Unhappily, it is hardly necessary to consider 
what Parliament has hitherto done in this 
matter. Bills, indeed, have at different 
times been brought in, founded on judicious 
and sound principles, which sought to lega
lize the custom of Ulster, and to recognize 
the right of the Irish peasant to his equit
able interest in respect of improvements. 
These measures, however, invariably failed ; 
not, lam convinced, because the Legislature 
was deaf to a legitimate claim, hut because 
it did not thoroughly comprehend the real 
bearings and facts of the case ; and, con
fused by the identity in name of things dif
ferent and even opposite, thought the Eng
lish law of landlord and tenant could not 
possibly be a cause of wrong in Ireland. 
The only measure even approaching an at
tempt to draw a real distinction between the 
position of the" occupier of land in England 
and Ireland which received the ultimate 
sanction of Parliament is an Act of 1860, 
which, faulty in principle and detail alike, 
refused to acknowledge the existing interest 
acquired by the Irish tenant in his holding 
in respect of his equities in the soil, proposed 
a system of compensation for prospective 
improvements that would not and could not

possibly work, and has been justly called a 
legislative abortion. The first scheme for 
improving the conditions under which land 
is occupied in Ireland that deserves atten
tion at this juncture is that shadowed forth 
by Mr. Bright as long ago as 1868, and 
still evidently favoured by him. This 
scheme, admirable in some respects and 
broad and statesmanlike in ils leading con
ception, nevertheless betrays imperfect, 
knowledge of the real problem requiring 
solution, cannot certainly be viewed as a 
complete plan for reforming the mode of 
occupation in Ireland, and, as I shall en
deavour to point out hereafter, is, judging 
it even within its proper limits, open as it 
stands to serious objections. Mr. Bright's 
project does not aim at dealing with the 
system of occupation in Ireland generally ; 
indeed, it treats the subject on the side of 
ownership, and it is probable that when he 
first put it forward he had not thoroughly 
realized to his mind the extent, difficulty, 
and intricacy of the question. Perceiving, 
however, that formidable discontent existed 
among the peasantry of Ireland, and judging 
correctly that nothing tends to pledge a 
class so strongly to order as the conscious
ness of having property in land, he proposed 
to raise an indefinite number of occupiers 
in Ireland to the status of owners by the 
gradual alienation of estates and the forma
tion cf a peasant proprietary. To attain 
this object his idea was that absentee land
lords in Ireland should have facilities afford
ed them to sell their lands ; that the State, 
having advanced the price, should enter into 
possession of these ; and that the tenantry, 
through its intervention, should ultimately 
acquire the freehold in their farms, by pay
ing the purchase money in instalments add
ed yearly to the existing rents. The con- 
tomplated alienation, however, was to be, 
in the strictest sense, voluntary, and one 
class of estates only was selected for the 
intended experiment.

As a mere fraction of the lands of Ireland 
could be brought to a sale under these con
ditions, it is evident that Mr Bright’s scheme 
cannot be regarded as embracing the whole 
system of occupation in the country; and, 
in any case, it could be only ancillary in a 
general settlement of the Irish Land Question. 
1 think also, as I shall try to show, that it 
errs in limiting m application to landed 
estates of one description, and that it neither 
gives the State the security, nor imposes on 
the tenantry the obligations, which a well- 
digested project would do ; although I be
lieve it contains the germs of a salutary and 
excellent reform. 1 turn to a plan which 
really deals with the whole system of occu-

13?
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pation in Ireland, and which is now, with 
certain modifications of an important kind 
to be noticed presently, advocated by the 
extreme Tenant Right party in Ireland, 
This scheme, sufficiently well known by its 
popular name of Fixity of Tenure, must be 
discussed fairly upon its merits, though it is 
violent nvjts character, and, I think, founded 
on an inadequate appreciation of the real 
facts or the teal requirements of the country, 
and though i| will certainly not be sanctioned 
in Parliament, Mr. Mill—for he is the real 
author of the project—maintains that, in 
order to attain the paramount object of paci
fying the country, and to abolish the evils 
of Irish tenancies the whole of Ireland ought 
to go through a process by which the owner- 
ship of land shall be transmuted into a right 
to a ient-charge, and the occupiers of land 
shall be converted into owners, subject only 
to a determinate quit rent, and possibly a 
few other conditions. For this purpose 
Mr. Mill suggests that the State, after suffi
cient inouiry, shall fix definitely the rental 
oflrelana; that those who now fill the posi
tion of landlords shall be declared entitled 
to this annual sum ; and that the tenantry, 
whatever their tenure, provided they are 
the actual cultivators of the soil, shall, so 
long as they pay this yearly charge, possess 
the land in absolute property, with, perhaps, 
obligations of some kind as regards aliena
tion and subdivision. As Mr. Mill, 
however, is of course sensible of the real 
nature of this project, he proposes that 
the landlords should be indemnified by 
the State for all losses in respect of the 
possible difference between the original and 
the fixed rent, and of depreciation of the 
valuable incidents and prospective advan
tages of landed property; and he even in
sists that the landlords should have “ the 
option of receiving directly from the Na
tional Treasury” the annual sum set apart 
for them, “ by being inscribed as owners of 
Consols sufficient to yield the amount,” By 
these means “every farm in Ireland not 
farmed by the proprietor would become the 
permanent holding of the existing tenant, 
who would pay, either to the landlord or to 
the State, the fixed rent which had been de
cided upon ; or less, if the income which it 
was thought just that the landlord should 
receive were more than the tenant should 
reasonably be expected to pay and all Ire
land would be uuder a perpetual settlement 
by which, at some unknown cost to the 
Empire, the occupier weuld.be owner in fee 
at a rent and the owner a landed or funded 
annuitant.

In arguing this question with Mr. Mill I 
willingly make considerable admissions,

There are tracts in Ireland to which this 
scheme applies fairly enough, especially 
under the conditions to which he has made 
it subject. Where land is held in mere 
small patches, at rack rents, and is owned 
by landlords who have never expended a 
snillipg on it, it might be expedient to raise 
the peasant from a position which hardly 
admits ot hope to one which would give him 
the strongest encouragement ; and there 
would be little injustice ip considering the 
landlord is the possessor of a rent-charge of 
which the existing and prospective value 
can be exactly estimated, allowing, of course 
for other rights known by the geaeral name 
of royalties. Ur, where Tenant Right has 
thoroughly eaten out, as is the case in a 
certain number of estates, the absolute do
minion of the fee, there would be little 
wrong done Ov a frank recognition of facts 
ns they are in this state of things, by classi
fying the occupier as the owner of the land, 
and the owner as an annuitant only, with 
contingent advantages capable of valuation. 
Nor do I dispute the right of ihe State, in 
tl^e interest of society in general, to 
deal vigorously with landed property, pro
vided fair compensation be made to the pro
prietor." Nor do I think Mr. Mill’s plan is 
to be dismissed contemptuously, With the re
mark tfiat it would turn Ireland “ into a 
warren of paupers,” for the tendency to 
subdivision might be very different among 
reckless cottiers and peasant owners, not to 
lay stress on the remarkable advance in 
thrift, prudence, and self-respect made by 
the Irish farmer in this generation. Never
theless, looking at Ireland as a whole, and 
at the sum of its landed relations, Mr. Mill’s 
project is, I think, open to overwhelming 
objections which more than cancel its pos
sible advantages. On what conceivable 
ground of right can Mr. Mill propose to con
vert the capitalist farmers of Ireland into 
owners, a class, it must be borne in mind, 
holding no inconsiderable part of the 
country, having little or no equitable rights 
in the soil, and usuyly occupying by definite 
contract? Granting, too, as Mr. Mill would, 
perhaps, grant, that his reform ought to ex
tend to this class, by what expedient is it to 
be discriminated and excluded from the 
scope of a general law? Allowing, too, 
that in the instance of some special tracts in 
Ireland all that is meant by “Fixity of 
Tenure” might not be unjust, on what pre
tence are you to commute, everywhere, the 
variable, unequal, and undefined claims of 
the peasant farmers to an interest in the soil 
into a common and universal ownership? 
Moreover, though Mr. Mill provides for the 
material interests of the Irish landlords on a
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liberal, nay, an extravagant scale, he does 
not and cannot give them compensation for 
the social consequences of expropriation, 
and these ought to be taken into account, 
unless—as he has not shown—State necessity 
absolutely requires the change. Mr. Mill, 
besides, hardly deigns to reflect on what, 
nevertheless, deserves consideration, the 
probable results to Ireland and the Empire 
of severing a proprietary class from their 
lands—for disguise it as you may that is 
what is meant—and of disorganizing the 
whole local administration of the country. 
It seems, too, impossible to doubt, without 
disparaging the Irish peasant and regarding 
economic facts only, that “ Fixity of 
Tenure,” however guarded, would lead to 
subdivision to a considerable extent ; that as 
population would increase, and as the value 
of land would rise, the tendency to sublet 
would* become inevitable ; and that, without 
making extreme assumptions, Mr. Mill’s 
scheme would end in creating a new grada
tion of landlords and tenants, and, notwith
standing its exireme violence, would, so far 
certainly, prove illusory, Nor can it be dis
puted that this plan would impose on the 
State onerous duties which ought not to be 
undertaken lightly, and would entail a 
grievous burden on the general taxpayer.

L In the first place, the Imperial Exchequer 
would have to make good to the expropriated 
landlords all sums arising from the differ
ence between their own rents and those 
fixed by the State, and for compensation in 
respect of the loss and the incidents and 
contingencies of landed property. In the 
second place, as the expropriated landlords 
would be entitled to a capital sum in 
Consols, the interest of which would be 
equal to the rent-charge paj^ble from their 
lands, it is evident that they would generally 
prefer to a property wholly inferior in value 
a property in the Fundg completely secure 
and far exceeding in its market price the 
landed annuity allotted to them ; that, as a 
class, they would abandon Ireland, and that 
the whole management of their former 
estates, with the consequent troubles, would 
fall on the Government.

The extreme Tenant Right party in Ire
land agree with Mr. Mill in demanding that 
the Irish landlords shall be converted into 
annuitants at rents fixed by the State, and 
that the tenantry shall become owners of 
the land. Instead, however, of seeking for 
compensation for the expropriated landlords 
from the national resources, they propose 
to leave them the incidents of property 
which, as I have said, may be called “ roy
alties,” and to indemnify them for the loss of 
prospective advantages by the periodical

re-valuation of the State-settled rental. This 
scheme accordingly is as objectionable as 
that of Mr. Mill in many respects, with this 
addition, that it would be a measure of con
fiscation far more unjust, and that it would 
have a direct tendency to injure agr culture, 
since it would be the interest of the rent- 
paying owner to have his laud in as bad It. 
state as possible when the time of re-valuai 
tion approached. Nevertheless, it is idle to 
deny that it is to some extent popular in 
Ireland, and this ought to warn Irish land
lords to mite earnestly in assisting in a fair 
settlement of the Land 'Question, in order 
to escape the danger ojf a project subversive 
of their legitimate rights, and which, though 
Parliament would noV reject it, appeals 
strongly to class passions and selfishness.
I come next to a miidqr expedient for re
forming the system of-occupation—that of 
extending to all parts of (Ireland the form 
of Tenant Right prevailiiw in Ulster. It is 
necessary here to be precise in language, 
and not to be led astray by ambiguous 
phrases. If the meaning of this proposition 
is that an equity in the soil of an ascertained 
value, amounting to a concurrent interest, is 
to be attached to every holding in Ireland, 
and to be left to custom or mere forbear
ance, without the protection of positive law, 
it is obvious that, apart from other objec
tions, this would be a monstrous confusion v 
of rights, and a fertile source of continual 
discord. W hat, however, is evidently meant 
is that Tenant Right, where it actually ex
ists, shall be legalized according to its pre
sent status and the interest really conferred 
by it ; and that, where Tenant Right does 
not actually exist, and equity of a similar 
kind, measured necessarily by an uniform 
standard of value, shall be engrafted 
by law on all other Irish tenancies, and 
shall be recognized as an incident of occu
pation, in lieu, it may be fairly supposed, of 
all equities of any other description. This 
project, although it would mete out a rough 
measure of justice in many cases, must, 
nevertheless, I conceive, bo rejected. In 
the first place, it does not discriminate be
tween the capitalist and the peasant farmer ; 
agd as it proposes to give to the first class 
the same benefit that it would give the 
second—and no law can absolutely distin
guish between them—it would be iniquitous 
in numberless instances. In the second 
place, even as regards the class of peasant 
farmers, it would not adjust the real equities 
they have in the soil, it would not settle 
their relative value, it would draw a line 
between those who have and have not a well- 
founded claim, and by giving to all an equal 
interest it would be in the nature of things
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the same conditions, is as untenable as the 
other projects I have noticed. It is essen
tially and needlessly unjust ; it would invade 
legitimate rights of property, and it is espe
cially -objectionable in this, that it. would 
merely postpone to a future day the settle
ment of a very serious question. The truth 
is that all these schemes either o’o not fully 
encounter the difficulty, or cut the knot 
violently without untying it ; and I do not 
think they even approximate to a satisfactory 
and fair reform of the system of occupation 
in Ireland. Under that system, as we have 
said,the occupiers fall into two broad classes, 
one of these sufficiently protected by law, 
the other without proper legal protection ; 
and the peculiar and worst defect of the 
system is that the rules conversant with 
Tenancy at Will do not shield the equities 
of the peasant farmer, these equities, how
ever, being varying and indefinite, and dif
fering itr extent and- value, in probably 
thousands of instances. The true mode of 
reform, therefore, would be, not interfering 
with the first class, or interfering as little 
as possible, to deal directly with the second 
class, and so to modify its conditions of oc
cupation as to take in these unprotected 
equities, to determine the rights they ought 
to confer, and, as nearly as possible in each 
instance, to biing out what ought to be the 
interest of the possessor in his holding, con
current with and beyond his present tenure, 
whenever it needs to be ascertained, and to 
legalize this with a strict regard to justice. 
It is, no doubt, true that, in one sense, law 
can and must determine this matter, and 
that the Legislature must determine these 
questions. But it is evident, I think, that 
no general measure can accomplish the end 
that ought lo be aimed at ; that no uniform 
and rigid'landard can be fairly applied to 
measure ^rights presenting an extraordinary 
diversity, and until examined, absolutely 
undefined. I have indicated months ago 
the process by which only, in my judgment, 
we can hope to accomplish the desired 
object. Judicial tribunals ought long ago 
to have vindicated the rights of the Irish

peasant ; judicial tribunals, under the sanc
tion of law, must now perform the arduous 
task, must protect the equitable claims of 
the tenant when they shall have been duly 
ascertained ; must assure to him whatever 
interest in his holding he is fairly entitled 
to, and must thus bring the system of occu
pation in Ireland into accord with justice.

No. XXIX.
January 15.

Having reviewed different plans for re
forming the system of occupation in Ireland 
and having indicated their various defects, I 
shall now put forward what in my judgment 
would be a lair solution ot tho problem. It 
is unnecessary to say that I do this with 
sincere distrust in my own power to appre
hend thoroughly so vast a question, but as I 
have investigated the subject I feel bound 
to point out the means by which its diffi
culties m y, I trust, be encountered. For 
the sake of clearness I shall repeat here a 
little of what I have already written. We 
have seen that the occupjqrs, of the soil itr^ 
Ireland may be divided broadly into two 
great classes—capitalist and peasant farmers. 
We have seen that the first, a^lf general 
rule, have not made permanent improve
ments on the land, and held usually by lease 
or definite contract, and that the law, as it 
now stands, is not as to them a measure of 
wrong. We have seen that the second, in 
numberless instances, have added perma
nently to the valus of their farms, bave de- 
posited in them the fruits of years of in 
dustry, have, in this way, or through Tenant 
Right acquired a great mass of equities in 
the soil, yet, speaking generally, hold at 
will only, and that, accordingly, the existing 
law, however it may be checked by circum
stances, exposes them to frightlul injustice. 
We have seen that the point at which the 
law becomes so iniquitous to this class is 
that, through ils provisions as to tenancy at 
will, the equitable rights possessed by the 
tenant are liable to be invaded and taken 
away, that tb ey may be abrogated by the 
raising of rent, or summarily destroyed by 
arbitrary eviction. We have seen that these 
claims, in innumerable cases, give the tenant 
morally, an interest in the land more or less 
concurrent with that of the owner, yet, that 
in some cases, they have no existence, and 
that though they fall under two great heads 
—claims in respect to Improvements and 
Tenant Right—they are infinitely various, 
wholly undefined, and impossible to adjust 
without inquiry. Taking up the subject 
from this point of view, we have briefly 

I noticed different schemes for putting an end
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to this state of things, and have seen that 
they are either partial, one-sided, violent, or 
inexpedient, that they fall short of the in
tended object, or aim at revolutionary 
change, or d'not approach, as nearly as 
they might, a sufficiently reasonable standard 
of justice. And, the real question in a re
form of the system of occupation in Ireland 
being how to disengage and assure the vary
ing and, as yet, unascertained rights in the 
soil of an immense body of occupiers, and, 
having regard to the law as it is. to give 
them their proper legal status, in accord
ance with equity and sound policy, we have 
seen that no general measure, in conse
quence ot the extreme absur dity of the facts 
to which it should be applied, and of the 
complexity of the claims it would have to 
deal with, could even nearly accomplish this 
object ; and that we can only hope to atta;n 
the desired end through the operation of 
jndicial tribunals directed of course and 
controlled by statute, and possessing con
siderable powers of reform—but guided by 
evidence, making inquiries, and so accomo
dating their decisions to the circumstances 
of particular cases as, upon the whole to do 
fairly right.

I assume, .therefore, that the true way to 
deal with and solve this great problem is by 
the agency of Courts of Justice, created 
and regulated by Act of Parliament. It is 
evident, I think, in order to secure expe
ditious and, above all, cheap justice—the 
very first requirement in a case of this kind 
—that these Coarts ought to bd local ; but, 
a^ they would necessarily have to consider 
exceedingly difficult questions of law, and 
to pronounce decisions on rights of property, 
they ought, in part at least, to be composed 
of lawyers ; they ought not to be without 
appeal; and they, shqnld be bound by a 
strictly legal procedure. These precautions 
seem to me indispensable for the purpose of 
avoiding a scramble of wrong ; in the long 
run they would tend to economy, and were 
the appeal tdiffeeceed in each county to the 
next going Judge of Assize even the poorest 
suitor could not reasonably complain. A 
very important preliminary question is as 
to the character of the tenancies that should 
be subjected to the new jurisdiction ; and 
obviously the line ought to be so drawn as, 
if possible, to exclude the capitalist farmer, 
and to comprehend all the peasant farmers, 
wnose rights alone require vindication. It 
is not, however, practicable to mark off 
these classes by a legal definition ; and 
probably it would be necessary to have re- 
c.onrse to a known and well-established dis
tinction, to except leaseholders from the 
proposed scheme, and to extend the autho

rity of the intended Courts to all tenants 
holding at will. I am quite aware that this 
division would not exactly fall in with right ; 
that the tenure of a certain minority of cap- 
itilist farmers is by lease ; but even now it 
is tolerably correct, and we mizht expect 
that it would become more so, without 
wrong being done in the meantime, as con
tracts changed and leases fell in, and the 
real operation and effects of the new tri
bunals became developed. The great ques
tion, however, of course, is under what con
ditions these Courts ought to ascertain the 
claims of fhe Irish tenant, and, with as 
little disturbance and change as may be, 
secure to him the interest in his holding to 
which he i^, so often entitled. One plan 
that I have thought much over, though I 
believe I can suggest a better,‘will, perhaps, 
be considered to have the merits of simpli
city, clearness, and much intrinsic equity. 
Assuming, as I shall throughout assume, 
that the sphere of the intended relorm should 
be confined to tenancies at will, the 
object of this plan would be to discover the 
rights that, injustice, belong to occupiers of 
this class, to commute these into statutable 
terms in the ratio of their declared value, 
giving, perhaps, facilities to tjioss occupiers 
who were found to be without any rights, to 
acquire gradually the status of leaseholders, 
for this purpose the Courl s should summon 
all tenants at will in Ireland before them, 
should determine the nature and extent ot 
their claims, under proper restrictions and 
limitations, in the two categories of Tenant 
Right and of Improvements added to the 
soil; and having, of course, enteitained the 
case of the landlords, should decree to those 
tenants who had made out their claim a 
normal lease, at the existing rent, and 
subject only to fair covenants, proportioned 
in length to the real interest which 
they should have been adjudged in their 
holdings. I believe the result of such an 
inquiry would be to bring a considerable 
part of the land of Ireland under leases, in 
some districts, especially in the North, of 
great value and long duration; and it would 
assure to an immense body of tenants at 
will, wiihout any rude shock to property, 
the inestimable benefit of certainty of 
possession. As regards those tenants who, 
upon inquiry, were considered not to have 
any rights, it might be expedient to enable 
them to obtain leases of a similar kind, at a 
future time, upon giving proof that they had 
then executed certain improvements, and 
meanwhile, so long as they paid their rente, 
and fulfilled the contract they had under
taken, to suspend the power of summary 
eviction.
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This plan presents, I believe, advantages 
in some respects peculiar to it. It would 
effect a speedy and certain settlement; theo
retically V is reasonably juft ; it is perfectly 
intelligible to landlords and tenants ; and it 
would liberate landed property quickly from 
an interference that should be as slight as 
possible. It would also be in a great 
measure self-acting, for there can be little 
doubt that Irish landlords would give leases 
to their tenants freelv, when once the 
Courts had established a set of precedents ; 
and it would place landed relations, for the 
most part, on the true footing of positive 
contract. I deny altogether that it would be 
rejected generally by the tenantry of Ireland 
for I bplieve that in the great mass of in
stance! they would be satisfied with fair 
leases, if these liquidated their claims, which 
in many cases would involve the concession 
of terms of considerable duration. Never
theless, there are reasons against this plan 
which induce me to think that it should not 
be adopted. It would suddenly throw on 
the Courts inquiries so multitudinous and in
tricate that grave mistakes would be often 
made ; and accordingly, though not unfair 
in the alstract, it might lead not seldom to 
serious injustice. It would restrict landlords 
more than is required, would treat the good 
and bad landlord alike, and occasionally do 
wrong to indulgent men who had let their 
lands below the proper value ; and so far it 
would abridge the just rights of property 
beyond what is absolutely necessary. Above 
all, it would not bear the character of a 
final settlement, for though the leaseholders 
it would create would doubtless usually 
obtain renewals, they would not do so in 
many instances, and thus difficulties might 
arise again, though, knowing what human 
legislation must be, this objection is not, I 
think, conclusive. I venture to suggest 
another plan, which, though less intelligible 
on paper, and certs inly not without defects, 
would nevertheless be more easy, more 
gradual, and more just in its working, and 
would confirm more fully the fair rights of 
the tenant, with less interference with the 
rights of property. This plan is founded on 
the two-fold principle of remedying the 
mischiefs of the law in the ordinary mode of 
tenure in Ireland, ot marshalling in favour 
of the tenant, whenever it may be necessary 
to de so, any equitable claims which he may 
possess, or to which he might be considered 
entitled, and of thus vindicating, when re-

Suired, the real interest he might have in 
is holding. To explain this, it must be 

borne in mind thaf the vice of the system of 
tenancy at will—and I repeat I contemplate 
this system only—is that the law permits

the fair rights of the tenant to be abridged 
or cancelled by the raising of rent or summary 
eviction, thus rudely disturbing his existing 
possession, and confiscating what may be, in 
truth, his property. In this way the tenure 
is reduced to a mere annual and precarious 
title, for ever liable to be extinguished ; and 
it is owing to this that it fails to secure the 
equitable rights of the ordinary tenant, and, 
as a rule for these, is grossly iniquitous. It 
must, however, be borne in mind that 
tenancy at will, so long as the occupier's 
title is not molested by the raising of rent or 
a notice to quit, is in the nature of a con
tinuing interest; it, in fact, resembles au 
indefinite term, although ever liable to be 
cut short ; and, until determined, it guards 
fairly enough any rights which the tenant 
may have acquired, and gives him reason
able enjoyment of them. And it is because 
this is so, and tenants at will in Ireland, in 
the great mass of instances, are left in 
peacable possession of tLeir lands, that on 
the one hand they have gradually acquired 
the variety of rights they morally have, and, 
on the other, that this mode of tenure, inju
rious as it is, has been found compatible with 
the existence of society.

These considerations being kept in sight, 
I propose to unfold the plan I have mention
ed. I would not alter the status of tenancy 
at will, though I would regard it as what it 
actually is—an interest caruble of indefi
nite continuance ; nor would I, lo long as 
subsisting tenancies of this description re
mained undisturbed, interfere at all between 
landl )rds and tenants. I would not even 
deprive the landlord of his powers of raising 
rent and giving notice to quit, but, in Lord 
Coke’s significant phrase, I would here “hit 
the bird in the very eye,” and I would 
compel a landlord seeking to assort these 
rights to show before the proposed tribunal 
that they were compatible with the equitable 
claims of the tenant. To vindicate thoss 
last-mentioned rights, the Legislature should 
recognize the existence of Tenant Right as 
a social fact, and the equity of the tenant 
in respect of Improvements ; and the local 
Courts should have full powers to ascertain 
and appraise all claims of these kinds, on 
such terms as should appear just, when the 
proper opportunity aiose, not interfering in 
any wav until the adverse action of the 
landlord had induced the necessity of inter-i 
fence. In this way, in the great mass of 
cases, the ordinary relations of landlord 
and tenant would not be touched by the law 
at all ; tenancies at will would, so to speak, 
be prolonged into continuous terms that 
would support the rights of the tenant 
whatever their nature, and would give him
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legitimate security j and whenever a landlord 
attempted to impair or to put an end to the 
subsisting tenure, by the means I have be
fore indicated, he would be forced to prove 
that the meditated act was consistent with 
the interest of the tenant. In this state of 
things, if the raising of rent or the notice to 
quit, in the judgment of the Court, clashed 
with the custom of the estate, in case it 
were bound by Tenant Right, or if it de
tracted from the title gained by the tenant 
in respect of improvements—these matters, 
as I have before said, being determined 
upon the hearing of the cause—the land
lord's proceeding would be defeated, and 
the tenancy would continue unimpaired, 
maintaining all rights attached to it. It 
may be said confidently that, under these 
conditions, attempts unduiy to interfere 
with the tenant’s possession would be ex
tremely rare, that his moral rights would be 
really upheld, that a great step would have 
been made in strengthening the position ol 
the occupier, without tampering wrongly 
with the claims of the owner. Yet I would 
not stop even here in giving protection to 
to the occupation of the tenant. Except 
where Tenant Right existed, and the cus
tom assured a measure of compensation, 
I would empower the Court, in cases in 
which it would sanction an eviction 
upon /notice to quit, but not, I think, 
in any other case, to adjudge to the ten
ant, over and above claims in respect of 
improvements or otherwise, a capital sum 
by way of damages, the maximum to be 
fixed by the Legislature, and to be capable 
of being reduced indefinitely, according to 
what should be thought justice. No doubt 
it may be urged that this would be equi
valent to extending a sort of Tenant Right, 
potentially applicable,, to all estates not at 
present subject to such a charge, and that 
would thus violate the fair rights of pro
perty. But the scheme is wholly different 
in kind from that of fastening an uniform 
burden of Tenant Right upon land gen
erally, and the circumstance that the pro- 

osed sum may, at the option of the Court, 
e cut down to nothing, .deprives the 

project virtually of injustice. It should 
be viewed as the means of giving a ten
ant compensation for those results of 
eviction of which e Court of Conscience 
may take notice, though it may be diffi
cult to fix their value precisely, and it 
would be easy to show that this part of 
the plan is not without ample support 
from our law.

In this manner the worst mischiefs of 
tenanlcy at will in Ireland would disappear, 
and the precarious tenure would be con

verted into a continuous oecupation hardly 
ever interrupted, protecting and taking in 
the equities possessed by the occupier in 
his holding, and charged with a benefit for 
the tenant in the exceptional instance of 
interruption. To iortify still more the 
position of the tenant, it might be advisable 
to reverse the absurd and unjust presump
tion of law that whatever is added to. the 
soil accrues to its owner, and thus to estab
lish a rule for the future in favour of the 
class which almost necessarily makes the 
permanent additions to the land, under the 
small farm system which prevails in Ireland.
It will be said, however, that under these 
conditions the landlord’s rights would be 
unduly abridged, and that his authority 
would be wrongly impaired. I reply that 
I do not touch one right, save those that in 
their arbitrary exercise have proved fatal to 
the welfare of Ireland ; and that excepting 
the trifling fine to be paid in the shape 
of compensation to the tenant, in order 
to obtain a title to evict, I do not lessen 
a landlord’s property in the least, taking 
the term in its legitimate sense. It is 
necessary, to make this matter plain, to 
put the scheme in its true light. The 
existing law of Ireland allows a landlord 
to evict a tenant at will whenever a year's 
rent is in arrear, subject only to claims 
of Tenant Right, secured now by the 
Ulster custom ; and, save as to recognizing 
that custom in the case of estates bound at 
present by it, I do not propose to alter that 
law, though it might be expedient to take 
away a jurisdiction from the Irish County 
Courts which they possess only under a 
recent statute, and confine it to the Superior 
Courts. The existing law of Ireland allows 
a landlord to sue a tenant at will for waste, 
and he certainly ought to retain this right, 
with a right to sue, out not to evict, unless 
with the sanction of the New Court, on 
account of subletting or subdivision, except 
where consent had been given. In a word, 
throughout the whole range of relations and 
rights subsisting under this tenure, I would 
interpose only in two instances—where ten
ancy at will is so often incompatible with 
the moral rights of the tenant—the raising 
of rent and giving notice to quit ; and even 
in these I would remit all questions as to 
the conflicting claims of landlord and tenant ' 
to the decision of a competent tribunal, 
ledged to administer justice to its suitors, 
avoid subjecting estates to a valuation, 

nor weuld I reduce by one shilling the ex
isting rental of a single landlord, for though 
some lands in Ireland are rack-rented, this 
certainly is not commonly the case ; and I 
have never seen a farm so rack-rented but

1:
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that time and industry, with a secure posses
sion, would before long redress the balance. 
It will be observed, too—although for the 
future I would fotbid the unconditional rise 
of rent without the permission of the Court 
—I leave the landlord every other real 
right and incident of property unimpaired, 
except that of capricious eviction ; and, as I 
have said, it might be expected, al
though under the plan I have sketched a 
tenant would be assured ample protection in 
cases in which lie would be entitled to it, 
that in an overwhelming majority of in
stances there would be no necessity for inter
ference. In short, if tenancy at will so 
modified became virtually a continuous oc
cupation, maintaining the legitimate rights 
of the tenant, it would not be less a legal 
tenure guaranteeing the legitimate rights of 
the landlord.

By these means I venture to hope, the 
exigencies of the case would be met without 
rude or violent change. The rights of the 
tenant would be vindicated and marshalled 
to support his possession; the rights of the 
landlord would be preserved, or modified 
only to fall in with justice ; and the process 
would be easy, elastic, and gentle. The 
custom of the North, the Tepaat Bight of 
the South, and the equity of the tenant to 
improvements would be recognized and 
would receive a legal status ; claims under 
these heads would be ascertained, defined, 
and measured according to fact, and they 
would be rendered available to assure the 
title ot the tenant to his holding, and would 
enure wholly to his benefit. In this way a 
transient and precarious tenure would be
come practically almost a right of occu
pancy, safe, except in cases where justice 
required, from invasion upon the part of 
the landlord ; the tenant’s position would 
approach that of a copyholder or a lessee 
order a long term, and the Irish peasant 
would at last obtain the coveted boon of 
securily of possession. Placed under the 
ægis of a tribunal armed with extensive 
powers and backed by opinion, he would be 
as safe as he could reasonably expect ; and 
he would feel, perhaps for the first time in 
his life, emancipated from the sense of ever 
present thraldom. Yet the end would have 
been gained without harsh disturbance or 
real violation of the rights of property—in 
fact, in the immense majority of cases, 
things would go on without apparent change; 
the very institution of the new jurisdiction 
would be sufficient to throw a weight into 
the scale of the tenant that would be uni
versally felt ; and the reform, I believe 
would not affect the good, while it would 
effectually restrain the bad landlord. In

short, I think it would adequately fulfil the 
conditions which, as I wrote long ago, 
would be essential to the solution of the 
problem ; it would obliterate the mischiefs 
of tenancy at will ; it would respect the 
legitimate rights of property ; it would make 
no wild innovation on law ; it would fall in 
with the wishes of the Irish people. We 
might fairly hope in this new state of things 
that agriculture in Ireland would improve, 
and that agrarian crime would greatly 
diminish ; nor is it improbable that the land
lord class would be the first to perceive the 
good consequences. Yet I should be sorry 
to think that a reform of this kind would be 
in the nature of a perpetual settlement, or 
aught but temporary and provisional. For 
years, doubtless, it would be necessary that 
the new jurisdiction should continue ; and 
probably as existing leases fell in, most 
peasant f armers would at first elect to be 
placed under its powerful protection. 
Nevertheless, I trust the time will come 
when the Irish occup’er would be set free 
from the leading-strings of State interfer
ence, and would be able to deal with his 
superior independently, on the footing of 
definite contract. To facilitate this object 
the Legislature ought to remove legal diffi
culties which attend the enforcing of obliga
tions in leases, and which, accordingly, dis
courage the grant ,of these interests ; it 
ought also to extend equitably the leasing 
powers of limited owners, so that the Irish 
occupier should have every opportunity of 
acquiring by bargain a secure tenure if he 
wished not to remain under the tutelage of 
the proposed tribunals, and to treat with 
his landlord as an equal. Every person ot 
all familiar with the subject knows that much 
may be done in this direction.

In dealing with this question it may be 
observed that, in order to justify the plan I 
suggest, I assume that in an immense num
ber of cases the equity of the tenant in 
respect of improvements would entitle him 
to areal interest in his holding. It will be 
observed, too, that I tre'at this equity as 
virtually a subsisting right, and that, there
fore, it necessarily includes, not only future, 
but past improvements ; these last, how
ever, to be estimated only under proper 
checks and limitations. As this is the very 
essence of the scheme, I wish to say a word 
or two on the subject. It will be at once 
admitted that the tenant in Ireland ought 
to have a property in future improvements ; 
and if, as I have ventured to suggest, the 
presumption of law shall be reversed, and 
things permanently added to the freehold 
shall be deemed hereafter to belong to the 
occupier, there weald be no great difficulty
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in determining prospectively what should be 
tenant’s improvements. But it will be 
argued that it would be unjust to take past 
improvements into account and to raise 
thereby an equity for the tenant ; and the 
changes will be rung on retrospective enact
ments without a clear perception of the 
subject. Yet the question really is, not of 
doing anything inherently unfair, which is 
the objection to retroactive laws, but of re
cognizing a vested right of property which 
ought to have been recognized long ago, 
and of giving it its legitimate status. In 
this sense many and noble precedents exist 
for measures of a retrospective character. 
The petition of Right, the Bill of Rights, 
the decisions which set copyholders free, 
which emancipate estates by common re
coveries, and which vindicated for the 
mortgager his equity of redemption in the 
land—all these great and comprehensive 
reforms, which went to the very roots of 
society, interfered with an existing order of 
things, and necessarily had a relation to the 
past ; and, in truth, every judgment of a 
Court which modifies a subsisting interest 
has, and must have, a similar tendency. 
Yet it will be seen that, under the plan I 
propose, though the Legislature would dis
tinctly acknowledge the title of the occu- 

ier to past improvements, it might well 
appen that the intended tribunals would 

not often be called upon to inquire into 
rights of this kind, and thus to deal retro
spectively with them, since these powers 
would not be culled into being until a land
lord assailed a tenant’s interest. By what 
criterion to ascertain and measure the 
worth of claims of this class—of course, 
under just restrictions and safeguards—is 
certainly not a very easy question. It has 
been argued, with great ingenuity, that the 
true test would be the price of the goodwill 
which, subject to the existing rent, would 
be given by a purchaser to the occupier, 
adopting thus a Tenant Right standard. 
This would be one basis of calculation, and 
in many cases wou'd be a sound one ; but [ 
am disposed to think it might be possible to 
arrive at a more exact conclusion, at least 
in a considerable number of instances. The 
tenant, provided his right were made out, 
should be entitled to charge for the existing 
value of what may be called apparent im
provements—such as bouses, farm buildings, 
and the like ; and with respect to nou- 
upparent improvements—such as reclaiming 
waste land, draining, or fencing—he should 
be entitled to charge for their value upon a 
scale determined by considering the benefit 
done to the estate for a certain period, re
gard being had to the mode of cultivation

I

he had pursued, and not to an ideal mode, 
and by taking into account his own outlay. 
After all, however, the question would 
be one of fact, degree, and reasonable 
evidence.

Such is the scheme I venture to submit 
for a reform of the system of occupation in 
Ireland. It is no doubt liable to the objec
tion that it would create a novel jurisdic
tion, and I am conscious that it has other 
defects. Nevertheless, I think it is in the 
right direction, and I hope it will be not 
useless. I turn to consider the land system 
of Ireland upon the side of ownership. As 
wo have seen already, it may be expedient 
to afford facilities for the voluntary aliena
tion of a certain amount of landed property 
in Ireland. As we have seen, too, Mr. 
Bright’s plan contains the germs of a good 
measure, though faulty in details of import
ance. Mr. Bright proposes that absentees 
should be encouraged to sell their estates ; 
that the State should enter into the manage
ment of them, having first paid off the ori
ginal owners, and that the tenants should 
ultimately acquire the fee by paying the 
purchase-money in instalments added to the 
rents. It would be, I think, unwise and 
invidious to restrict this measure to ab
sentees, some of whom are exceedingly good 
landlords, or to make any distinction of 
class whatever ; and it is obvious that Mr. 
Bright’s plan exposes the Exchequer to 
serious loss, lays no conditions upon those 
who would derive a large prospective ad
vantage, and does not give them the healthy 
stimulus to industry that would be so desir
able. I would suggest that Mr. Bright’s 
scheme ought to extend indifferently to all 
landlords who thought proper to avail them, 
selves of it ; and the result probably would 
be, that, by a kind of natural selection, Ire
land would he gradually freed from those 
landlords unhappily of no -use to her. I 
think, also, that*in no instance ought the 
State to negotiate for an estate unless the 
tenantry were prepared to advance, say, 
one-fifth of the price ; in order to give the 
nation security, to guarantee the payment 
ot the rents that would be the funa to dis
charge the four-fifths advanced by the State 
to the former owner, and to quicken the 
energies of the tenant purchasers, who 
would prize doubly that which had cost them 
dearly. Nor would this operate as a serious 
check on the contemplated alienation of 
land, for the farmeis of Ireland have millions 
idle that would be available for this pur
pose ; nor, if necessary, would they find it 
difficult to borrow. Subject, howe/er, to 
modifications like these, I believe that Mr. 
Bright’s project for the formation of a pea-
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sent proprietary in Ireland is, under existing 
circumstances, one of true wisdom. It is 
easy to point out the economic objections, 
to say that the State ought in no instance to 
undertake a land agency, even on a limited 
scale ; to assert that subdivision would be 
the result, as, to some extent, it probably 
would ; to maintain, as, I think, is partly 
true, that the Irishman has not the same 
eagerness as the Englishman for freehold 
ownership. Nevertheless, in my judgment, 
it should be an object of high Imperial 
policy to pledge a not inc msiderable num
ber of the occupiers of the soil in Ireland to 
the cause of order, by giving them the status 
of owners of land, and thus to break the re
volutionary wave which is menacing pro
perty, and that without doing injustice to 
any one and through a purely voluntary 
process. The measure would be also ex
pedient in the North, as probably it would 
enable many farmers to acquire the freehold 
of estates in which the dominion of the 
proprietor had been seriously impaired by 
the custom of Ulster, especially when this 
should have been made law-worthyr, It is 
unnecessary to say that the effects of a 
scheme which would open to the Irish ten
ant a prospect of possibly becoming an 
owner of land would extend far beyond those 
actually benefitted.

I can only hint at the supplementary 
measures that ought, I think, to be kept in 
sight in a settlement of the Irish Land Ques
tion. The extreme wetness of the climate 
of Ireland and the singular configuration of 
the island—a low watershed and a coast 
line of hills, rendering the course of several 
large rivers sluggish, and making their val
leys liable to floods—cause the soil to be 
charged with superfluous moisture, and a 
considerable area to be injured ; and a good 
system of arterial drainage, to open outfalls 
for thorough draining, is one of the chief 
material wants of the country. This great 
work should be done under the supreinten 
dence and control of the State—indeed, it 
could not be done otherwise ; but the Ex
chequer ought not to be at the charge, it 
should be distributed over the districts bene
fitted. It would, moreover, be very advis
able if, as we may assume, the State must 
interfere between Irish landlords and ten
ants, that the whole of Ireland should be 
revalued and a fair standard be set up, by 
which, approximately, to measure her rental. 
The present valuation is extremely imper
fect ; it is much too* low tor the fine grass 
lands, the mountain pastures, and the rich 
tracts generally, though tolerably fair for 
the light corn lands; and its inequalities 
hare contributed to excite that cry fora

“ fixed rent ” which is heard so loudly in 
some counties. It might also be worth con
sidering whether the State, taking proper 
precautions, might not lend generally to 
tenants as well as to landlords under the 
Acts for improving land property; the 
benefit of such advances would be great, 
and there need be no difficulty as to the se
curity. I might stop here ; but as the 
Land Question is a political and social ques
tion, 1 would finally glance at it from this 
point of view, Wo may reasonably expect 
that a just reform of the laws relating to 
land in Ireland will greatly diminish agrarian 
disorder ; but we must not suppose that any 
Act of Parliament will, as if by magic, 
conjure away a spirit that has long exercised 
a baleful influence. We ought to endeavour 
to root agrarianism out, ana I believe it will 
be generally admitted that the machinery 
for this purpose in Ireland is not of the most 
efficient kind. May not something be done 
in this matter to strengthen the hands of the 
executive Government; and is a military 
police the proper agent to cope with a 
stealthy combination 1 On the other hand, 
I may be allowed to express a hope that the 
time has passed away when the force of the 
Crown shall be employed to vindicate rights 
of property, when the agents of criminal 
justice in Ireland shall be made bailiffs, in 
the interest of landlords, for the execution 
of the civil process of the law. This illegiti
mate and unwise practice has done some
thing to prolong the traditional dislike of 
the institutions and laws of the State that 
lingers in the hearts of the Irish peasantry.

For the rest, much may be done indirectly 
by a kindly, generous, yet firm policy ; by 
fostering and promoting sound opinions, by 
recogu’sing frankly the legitimate instincts 
and sentiments of the Irish race, to win the 
affections of the people of Ireland, to efface 
evil memories of the past, to blend Ireland 
indissolubly with the Empire. It is not for 
me, however, to dwell upon this ; I conclude 
with one or two gene.al remarks. It may be 
affirmed confidently that the coming Session 
will witness a thorough, yet equitable settle
ment of this most serious and momentous 
question, It is in the interest of England, 
for she cannot afford to have Ireland her 
reproach and her weakness; and they know 
nothing of Englishmen who imagine that 
when their minds have been awakened to the 
sense of a national grievance, they will not 
earnestly and quickly remove it. It is in 
the interest of the great class of the Irish 
tenantry, at present without rights they 
ought to have, kept in a state of unfair de
pendence, vexed, angry, irritated, and dis
contented, too.commonly charged in one
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mass with crime, too prone to listen to the 
false teaching of ignorance, unscrupulous- 
ness, or malignant taction. Above all, it is 
in the interest of the landlords of Ireland, 
who must be aware of the peril to their 
order of the present state of things; who 
now have a chance afforded them of regain
ing some portion at least of their lost in- 
fluence or they will take part honourably in 
a work of justice ; who can no morn prevent 
the inevitable change than a broken dike 
can arrest the lide, but on whose attitude it 
may largely depend whether reform shall be 
a message of peace or a triumph of class 
and political party. I cannot doubt that if 
a just course be taken, if tha relations be
tween the landed classes of Ireland be set 
on a sound basis, the immediate conse
quences for good will be great, the ultimate 
consequences fruitful of blessings to a long 
distracted country. Yet—and this ought to 
be borne in mind, for it is the lesson of all 
history—let us not expect that any single 
measure will work a sudden transformation

of Ireland, that any reform of the Land 
System will at once cancel the ills of the 
past and put an end to all evil passions and 
recollections. The traces of these things 
will remain ; to obliterate them statesman
ship must rely on the influences of Time 
and just Government ; the process must be 
gradual, and may be slow. Nevertheless, 
that is no reason why a great and good work 
should not be accomplished ; why, in the 
noble phrase of our ancient làw, "Right 
should not be done" in this matter; and we 
may hope that Ireland will, in our day, 
prove by her conduct how true was the re
mark of a keen but unfriendly critic at the 
beginning of the 17th century :—11 There is 
no nation of people under the sun that doth 
love equal and indifferent justice better than 
the Irish, or,will rest better satisfied with the 
executing thereof, although it be against 
themselves, so as they may have the protec
tion and benefit of the law when upon just 
cause they do desire it."

I •t v.f*
l J
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