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INTRODUCTION.

A description of the voyages to and
: from, and a tour in, America, may
appear to be the telling of a more
than thrice-told tale; but, with all
previous knowledge acquired by read-
ing, one finds upon coming to have
personal experience of such a journey
that there s enough to fill volumes
with facts and vmpressions that other,
and more Uterary, travellers have
not thought it worth while to nar-
rate.
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A SCAMPER THROUGH AMERICA.

Meeting "4

Shan’t we be
283 DAY ONE.

Land !—Tory

984 In the first hour of the day, it being past mid-

: ' night: we left behind the lightship at the bar of
'a’tm% with the river Mersey, being bound for New York on
Ef::Ca:lZ w board the good Inman steamship City of Rome.

" P Vexatious delays following upon a needlessly

f Cantyre— early embarkation, insisted upon by the Com-
the Spanish pany owning the vessel, had caused my wife
;‘iﬁatstel,z— and myself to be heartily thankful when the f‘
;Ioree o er 535 I vessel's moorings off New Brighton were quitted, |

and the glimmering gas jets and bright flame of
the lighthouse were at last lost sight of. When
fairly out at sea we were quickly in the arms of
Morpheus, ensconsed in the “berths” which
were to be our more or less delightful couches
during the nights of the next week or more.

A very few hours of sleep satisfied me on
this Good Friday morning, for the consciousness
of speeding on towards the great Atlantic per-

BN



2 A SCAMPER THROUGH AMERICA.

vaded even my dreams, and prompted a rush
on deck with the first waking moments. The
crew were already busy lowering into the hold
the heaps of multifarious luggage which -lum-
bered the decks, the inextgicable confusion
giving promise of the vexation of spirit that the
sorting-out was to occasion at the journey’s end,
What a contrast to my last celebration of this
marked day of the Churgh’s calendar, when
about the same hour of the morning I had come
on deck in the Black Sea and found myself
surrounded by a motley company of Orientals,
refugees from the earthquaked island of Chios,
bound for the Danube in search of fresh fields
and pastures new ! ‘
. 1 was called from my involuntary reverting to
' a year agone by the appearing ahead upon the
smooth sea of what: appeared to be an island,
which as we approached proved to be the
rock of Tuscar, covered with turf and crowned
with its snow-white lighthouse. This is the
southeasternmost, outpost of Ireland, and a few
miles further on we hailed the Saltees lightship,
which also tells the mariner how near he may
safely “hug ” this corner of the Emerald- Isle.
The wind was east, agd it would be cold

N\
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World.  Some good-natured 'jostling, amount- and
ing at times to rough horseplay, took place as bette
the new contingent crowded up the gangway ; burly
and some amusing, as well as ‘affecting, leave- male
takings took place. At
Every man had his shillalagh, and the women il Saw |
had good tangled heads of hair, innocent of any il of lar
hat or bonnet. Take them altogether they were il bow.
a jovial crew, and were in high spirits at setting il for tl
out to make a fresh start in life ; leaving old full s
. Ireland and its troubles behind. the s
N, Beinga close holiday in Cork we were honoured il hills f
ﬁuth boatloads of visitors ; steamers and smaller Hunc
craft, gay with bunting, hovering areund. deepe
Before the tender left us a lafge traffic was il throw
carried on in oranges, lemons, apples and sweets, Jill lady,
the money being first passed down in a basket, Jill taffrai
which was then returned laden with the quid il causec
70 quo. This, however, over, the passengers and ¢
amused themselves by throwing money for the il scram
girls who had come off in t}(ge tender to scramble il quickr

for, and this proved a much more remunerative
occupation for the buxom Irish lasses than the
more legitimate one of selling fruit ; for shillings
were showered down upon them in lavish pro-
fusion. The women, both those who remained







DAY TWO.

With the wind blowing east-south-east, the
weather bright and fine, and smooth sea, we
sped on our course, which was now set due west.
At ten o'clock in the forenoon the log was cast
and indicated that we were going at a speed of
fifteen and a half knots per hour. . (Six knots
are equal to about seven statute miles.)

There are patent logs, which, being drawn in
the vessel’s wake, register the number of revo-
lutions made by the instrument in its passage
through the water, andso the distance is recorded
with sufficient accuracy ; but in the present, case
the old-fashioned canvas bag and line were used
at stated intervals during the day. The bag
being thrown into the sea remains stationary,
while its attached string runs out from a reel
and a sand-glass is being run. Bits of coloured
bunting are knotted on the line, and according
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to which of these is reached Ly the time the
glass has marked its number of seconds the speed
can be calculated to a nicety. The realing-in of
the log is no easy task, and is only rendered
possible, without requiring an awkwardly heavy
rope to avoid breaking, by a contrivance  which
causes the “bag” to be reversed and cease hold-
ing the water, as soon as the check is applied
to the line. Watching this operation was a
favourite pastime.
At eight o'clock in the morning and at’

:h-east, the
th sea, we
t due west.

)g was cast the captain and officers took their “ observa-

- a speed of tions” which proved exactly where the ship was,
(Six knots and each mid-day thé number of miles traversed
s.) : was posted in the saloon, and the position marked
g drawn in upon a chart, an elegant duplicate of which
»er of revo-

(upon the back being a printed list of the

ts passage passengers) was in the possession  of each of us.
is recorded In an absence of the sun the periodical records
resent, case of the log are an invaluable guide as to the
were used steamer’s whereabouts.

The bag The propeller or  screw,” was revolving at the
stationary, rate of fifty-two per minute, so that each turn of
from a reel the four blades were driving us about fifty feet
f coloured

- further from old England'’s shores. A.lbelt things

~according “‘Were not as they should bé (and w‘ould be pre-
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sently) with our machinery department, and the
information that six boiler-makers and thirteen
engineers were working overtime below, threw
some light on the miore than usually prevading
noises that from time to time emanated from the
cavernous regions of the mighty engines. A

A mystery that had presented itself to us on
’ the landing-stage at Liverpool was now unra-
velled. Kind friends who were seeing us off
were as green as ourselves as to the purpose of
hundreds of folding chairs which were being
embarked. No seats are provided on deck and
each practical voyager was provided with a
lounge of his or her own. We being new to the
route had to hire at a fancy figure. Nothing
could be more delightful than reclining in a spot
sheltered from the wind, supplied with literature
to taste from the well-stocked library in the
saloon. ‘

It was interesting to watch the steerage pas
sengers, who mostly wore a happy and well-to-
do/ aspect, and who now showed the contents
of the bundles which each one had carried on
board, and put to use the brand-new tins and
kettles which had attracted our attention.
Smart shawls adorned the heads and shoulders
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DAY TWO. 9

of the “ gentler ” sex (in many cases enveloping
an infant of the “ muling and puking” period)
and potations of tea and something more potent,
were oftentimes partaken of from the hardware
pots. There were cornets and accordians ; and
some of the people had good voices, singing
sweetly in parts such melodies as “Sweet Belle
Mahone.” Among the men games of chance were
very popular, and the wonderful *“ hands” that
were turned up at Napoleon by fingerers of the
dirty packs of cards were the amazement of our
young gentlemen who knew the game. One
player had the ace of trumps three times run-
ning, and then ace, king, queen, knave and ten
—which of course got “ Nap.” No fault was
found, so it is to be presumed the game was
genuine—and what interest could those charac-
ters have in swindling each other, and risk
spoiling the pastime for the remainder of the
voyage ? We of the upper-deck were able to
witness these lively doings by leaning over the
rail, the lower-deck being so arranged that the
less luxurious travellers had an open-air pro-
menade the full length of each side of the
ship.




DAY THREE.

Easter Sunday morning broke fresh and fine,
with a fair breeze still from east-south-east, the
course being west by south. The wind, increas-

ing, gave rise to considerable motion of the
vessel, which, at an early hour, placed several
of our fellow-voyagers hors de combat. We
spanked away at a fine rate, the sails being all
set ; not much of an assistance to a large steamer,
but acting as a “ steadier.” = At ten a.m. the
log showed. that we were going sixteen and a
half knots per hour, and at noon observations
proved that our big floating hotel had gone over
three hundred and ninety-five miles in the
twenty-four hours. The course now set would
take us about six hours south of the summer
outward track, this detour being usual at this
time of year in order to avoid the icebergs and

fields «
danger
A E
Holy
on Sat
had pr:
half-pa
in the
cabin
Protest
themse
officiati
and wh
opinion
Colonia
“ when
amongs
has bee
his clot!
all ages
lives a {
made a«
a Roma
and sing
one of h
and wer
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fields of ice further north, which had been
dangerously prevalent this Spring.

A Bishop, who was on board; administered
Holy. Communion at seven o'clock. He had
on Saturday improvised an amateur choir, which
had practised at the organ in the saloon. At
half-past ten o’clock morning service was held
in the grand saloon, at which most of the
cabin passengers assembled, and such of the
Protestants from the steerage who cared to avail
themselves of the invitation to attend. The
officiating Bishop preached an excellent sermon,
and what we saw of him tended to improve our

fresh and fine,
outh-east, the
wind, increas-
otion of the

placed several opinion of that dignitary of the Church—the
sombat. We Colonial Bishop. He was dutifully all there,
sails being all “when refection bell did call,” his daily walk
large steamer, amongst us keeping up that reputation which
ten a.m. the has been from time immemorial an attribute of
sixteen and a his cloth, resulting in the popular conviction of
observations all ages that finds expression in the line : “Who
1ad gone over lives a good life is sure to live well.” A newly-
miles in the

made acquaintance expressed pleasure at seeing
a Roman Catholic priest taking a modest place
and singing heartily at our Easter Matins. At
one of his services in the stecrage we attended,
and were edified by the devotion and earnestness

w set would
the summer

1sual at this
icebergs and
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of the priest and his charge. Needless to say,
our upper-crust congregation were consplcuous
by their absence. I must say that Sunday was
decently  observed throughout the vessel
Members of the male sex, who often at home
miss going to church, and when they do go do
not. deem it de rigueur to attire themselves in
orthodox church-going garb, were here 7seen
decorously clad in suits of broadcloth, and there
were ladies ready with their favourite hymns
when asked by the Bishop to name them} who
perhaps had not had any favourite hymns,
excepting those spelt h-i-m, for many years.

The number and variety of musical instru-
ments in the ship was something extraordinary.
From the organ and the grand piano in the
drawing-room, to the concertina and bones on
the lower deck, every noise-making machine that
ever was invented appeared to be in constant
operation. Some tunes and words which did
not properly appertain to the Sabbath were
heard occasionally, but “ Moody and Sankey’
predominated, varied by a kind of half-profane,
half-treasonable, ditty by the Irish, the verses
ending with such sentiments as these : * God

save O
free !”

The
Englist
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edless to say, Sl . oo ould Oireland I’ and “ Oireland shall be
re conspicuous Sl . - 1
st Sunday was The 1,400 steerage passengers were mostly
the vessel English and Irish, the German and Scandinavian
ften at home contingent of the week having gone by an extra
they do go do 1, nan steamer, leaving Liverpool on the same
themselveg ' S day. A detachment of the Salvation Army was
ere here “seen amongst our lot, being sent over to join a
oth, and there previous company who were reported to be
vourite Rymns Sy, sing g victorious campaign amongst the
ae ‘them, who benighted Yankees—a graceful return for the
ourite hymns, good worked inourislands by the two disinterested
any yoars. American evangelists who had twice come over
to help us. l

Harp, sacbut, psaltery, dulcimer, and all kinds
of music were quickly hushed by a sudden
shifting and freshening of the wind, which in an
incredibly short space of time blew a stiff gale
from the south-west, accompanied by a tre-
mendous sea, calling forcibly to our minds the
hymn of childhood : ‘

ausical instru-
extraordinary.
piano in the
and bones on
g machine that
e in constant
ds which did
Sabbath were

' " ‘ When lo! a storm began to rise,
and Sa‘nkey ) The wind blew loud and strong ;
f ha.lf-profa.ne, It blew the clouds across the skies,

sh, the verses And roll'd the waves along ! .
these : * God The huge vessel behaved admirably, but about-
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six o'clock the captain slowed the engines and
slightly altered her course, head to wind, to
lessen the heavy rolling. At this time the
terrible Atlantic billows were making a clean
breach over the shlp, and everything that had
not been made fast was either washed away or
set careering about the decks in a manner which
caused strange weird sounds to be heard in the
cabins below, that were anything but reassuring.
- Whilst five of the crew were engaged in fixing
the mast-head light, a sea, heavier than usual,
struck the forecastle, throwing the whole of
them down amongst the winches on the  fore-
deck. They had a narrow eseape from going
overboard, and the doctor, who was called away
from dinner to attend to their injuries, reported
that one had his ribs broken, another his knee-
cap broken and leg badly wounded, and the
others less seriously hurt. This same wave
dashed high over the pilot-bridge, far above the
heads of the officers in charge;, giving them a
thorough drenchmg

A dreary evening gave place to a bed-time
fraught with' gloom and dismal forebodings, but
at midnight we Wwere blessed with a slightly
amproved state of the weather, and in the small
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hours the engines were once more set away at
full speed, the gyrations of the vessel and the ’
accompanying noises continuing, however, to bar

the possibility of any but the most fitful and
unrefreshing slumbers.

, bed-time
dings, but
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DAY FOUR.

The next morning there was still a stiff breeze,
now blowing from south-south-west, but the sea
had considerably subsided.

Two more of our sailors had during the night
been added to the five in the infirmary, but it
was some s‘gtisfaction to learn that they were all
doing well, and in no immediate danger, although
it afterwards turned out that one of them was
crippled for life.

It was surprising and pleasing to see the large
proportion of passengers that turned up looking
fresh and well to an early breakfast, and to hear
that those who did not put in an appearance
were enjoying fair health and petits déjedners in
the sanctity of their state-rooms.

The forenoon haul of the log gave a speed of
fourteen and a half knots, and at noon our day's
progress was noted as two hithdred and eighteen

miles
of mse

“disl
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miles only, so that our chance (if ever it existed)
of making the quickest passage on record was
“dished ” for this journey.
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DAY FIVE.

A change of wind ; now blowing fresh from
the north with bright sunshine, and smooth sea.
The fair day’s run of three hundred and forty-six
miles was posted up.

In the early morning we passed a Cunard
boat, bound from Boston to Liverpool, and aver-
hauled a little French barque which.ran up the
tricolour and saluted us by dipping it three times,
a courtesy to which our British ensign duly
replied.

An amusing story was told in the smoking
room after breakfast. The emigrants from the
Distressful Country, although provided for in a
manner that might almost be termed luxurious,
were frequently giving vent to that habit of
grumbling, without the exercise of which exist-
ence would seem to be intolerable to them. A
huge loaf of bread, about six times the size of an
ordinary penny roll, was served to each man,
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woman, and child every morning, and no stint
was placed upon them if they choose to ask for
more, after consuming the first dole. One man,,
travelling by an Inman liner, requested to see
the captain, and upon being shown on to the
quarter-deck, had laid forth his grievance, which
was that the breakfast allowance of bread was
insufficient. The captain called for one of the
rolls, and asked the complainant if that was not
enough for any man’s meal. Pat replied, “I
could eat half-a-dozen of 'em.” “Then, by Jove,”

fresh from
mooth sea.
d forty-six

a Cunard said the captain, ““ you shall!” and ordering up
. and ever- other five the Irishman was cured from future
an up the causeless grumbling by having to exercise his
aree times, powers of mastication and deglutition to a pain-
sign duly ful degree, and to experience a distension of the
diaphragm the reverse of pleasant. It is but
> smoking [lfair to state that he was allowed a drop of “ the
from the craythur” to wash down his unexpected repast.
d for in & Our good skipper, Captain Kennedy, had been.
luxurious, pwards of four hundred times across “ the
t habit of Jilpond,” and was considered one of the ablest
iich exist- Jnavigators of the age, having had command of
them. A he Great Eastern, and been twice employed in
» size of an jthat capacity by the Government when she was.
each man, nder charter to them.




DAY SIX.

The course was now shaped in a more
southerly direction, or about west-south-west,
and there being a moderate wind from north-
west a considerable rolling was experienced.
Although cloudy, rain kept off, but a lowering
temperature caused overcoats and wraps to be

)| brought into requisition.

I paid my first visit to the barber’s shop. The
perruquier was a negro, who had his parti-
coloured pole protruded over his door on the
main-deck.. This worthy must either have paid
a high rent or have been making a handsome

passenger was two shillings, or he would con-

tract for a daily scrape during the voyage, long
or short, for twelve shillings! This was the

dearest, piece of barberism I had had experience
of. beat a case in Paris where I paid
eight francs for hair-cutting, shampooing, and
trimmings.

thing of it, for his charge for shaving a saloon
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During the forenoon we passed a schooner
going east and a barque bound west. They
hoisted their distinguishing flags, so that upon
our arrival at New York they would be reported
as having been “spoken” and the latitude and
longitude stated, and all concerned in their

in a more welfare would learn the particulars from the

t-south-west, published reports.

from north- In the evening I saw a gentleman as near
experienced. coming to his death as he could be without
t a lowering M being killed. Instead of taking the convenient
wraps to be W staircase leading direct from the smoking-room

to our berths, we preferred a breath of fresh air,

's shop. The M and walked along the weather-side of the upper
ad his parti- | deck towards the saloon companion. We found

door on the W the door closed (on account of the spray the lee-
her have paid | door only had been left open), and my friend
- a handsome W remarked “ We have got to the wrong door,”

Ving a 88.10011'

and before I could stop him turned the handle
e would con-

of the next door and stepped in. He was

voyage, long Wl instantly out again with his hand to his fore-
This was the B head, gasping, “ Oh, my God, what a sight ! ”
ad experience M I concluded that he had seen the effects of some
where I paid | horrible accident, or suicide. When he recovered

his self-possession he led me to view the cause

m ings a.nd
JHis of his perturbation. A narrow iron shelf within,
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upon which he had placed his foot, was all that
had kept him from being precipitated to the
bottom of the ship! Another step, which in
the darkness he had partially made, and all
would have been over. Needless to say that a
remedy was at once applied to an oversight that
allowed a doorway adjacent to the saloon entrance
to remain on the latch as a trap to almost certain
destruction. The brass handle was taken off
and the iron door (which in reality, was only
intended for use in case of repairs) was barred

up. ~
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to say thata I
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dire¢t'to New York, and with a gentle southerly
breeze we slipped through the water at the
splendid rate of sixteen and a half knots an hour.
A slight stoppage during the night, however,
doomed to disappointment the anticipation of a
very big twenty-four hours progress. An in-
crease in the number of revolutions of the pro-
peller to fifty-four per minute, and there being
so much less weight to drive through the water
owing to the quantity of coal that had been
consumed, still led to a high estimate of the run.
Curiosity was set at rest by the announcement
of three hundred and fifty-two miles. With a
smooth oily sea we experienced our first really
rainy weather.

Steamers and sailing vessels of all sizes were
now so frequently sighted that we ceased to

take notice of their coming and going in all
directions.




DAY EIGHT.

We witnessed boat drill this morning. Al
though it was fine weather, the celerity with
which each boat’s crew got their craft ready and
swung out on the davits, gave some idea of the

readiness with which it could be done in case of
abandoning the ship. We had eyed these boats
daily with mixed feelings. To see them with
covers off and fully equipped with kegs of water,
provisions, and blankets, was to some extent
reassuring, but their constant readiness was a
continudl reminder that some day it might be
necessary for us to trust ourselves to their frail
protection.

- During the storm the previous Sunday we
had been struck with the seeming impossibility
of launching a boat into such a sea, or of it being
able to live for a moment in it ; and yet we know
that vessels have been quitted in very heavy
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« DAY EIGHT. 25
weather, and that some of their boats have
weathered tremendous storms.

The slender barks in which foolhardy adven-
turers have crossed the Atlantic must surely at
times have been borne on the crests of such
mighty mountains of water as we gazed upon,
and yet they have come safely to land.

No description or painting has ever conveyed
to my brain an adequate conception of the
intense vitality of even a minor storm at sea.
That Easter Sunday tempest seemed calculated
to blow the very eyebrows off one’s face. And
yet the ship was not dismasted, nor lost a single
spar or rope-yarn ; and the little French barque
we had,aeen had evidently weathered the storm
withg ut a stick or a cord being damaged !

In {l(lﬁaevemng we had a grand entertainment

leerpool Sailors’ Orphan Institution. Some
excellent vocal and instrumental music was dis-
coursed, and a collection of over sixteen pounds
was taken. The Sunday’s collections for the
same object had amounted to fifteen pounds, so
that, altogether, the Institution did pretty well
out of the voyage. The liberality of the pas-
sengers did not end here, for a subscription

wing-room in aid of the funds of the
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towards the wounded sailors on board realized
fifteen pounds, in addition to a halfpenny sub-
scription worthily initiated and responded to in
the steerage.
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DAY NINE.

The three hundred and eighty-seven miles
accomplished up to noon left two hundred and
eighteen miles to be traversed to Sandy Hook
(eighteen miles from New York town.)

At one o’clock we took a pilot on board from
cutter number twenty-one. There was con-
siderable interest attached to this number, and
all eyes and glasses had been directed to catch
the first glimpse of it on the sail of the pilot-
boat. A sweepstakes Lad been got up amongst
some of the passengers, the fortunate holder of
“21" receiving the sum of £12. There was a
good deal of innocent “speculation” during the
voyage, nothing being too trifling to make a bet
upon, or upon which to base a  “sweep,” the
number of miles run each day being a favourite
medium of negotiation.

Being near to the close of our passage across
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the Western Ocean, notes were compared as to
the comforts experienced in crossing, and it was
instructive to ascertain the impressions of those
who had made many Atlantic voyages ; and
most of the people in the saloon had done so.
Old stagers declared that, even at the risk of
having to spend a day longer on the sea, they
would prefer a. passage in the City of Rome.to
crossing in any other vessel afloat. Certainly
for our own part, (and here reference to the diary
of my wife bears me out) the most grateful
feelings remain for the courteous attentions of

the kind officers, the genial doctor; and the,

assiduous stewards and stewardesses on board.
From the splendid system of electric lighting
throughout the ship, to the pneumatic bells,
affording communication between every apart-
ment, nothing on shore could be more complete
than the conveniences and modern luxuries of
this latest, noble addition to one of the great(
ocean fleets of the world,
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DAY TEN.

At four o'clock in the morning we passed
Sandy Hook, and arrived -at the quarantine
station about seven. 1t was truly splendid
weather, and a bright sun shining through a
crisp atmosphere gave a very cheery introduc-
tion to the New World. There was not a cloud
| or suspicion of haze to mar the brilliancy of the

April morning. :

The tender came alongside and took away the
mails, and also our telegrams for the shore. An
interesting sight was that heap of mail-bags
brought up from the hold ; tons and tons of them,
labelled right through, * Liverpool to San
Francisco,” and so on.

We had for once to enter into intricate finan-
cial transactions on a Sunday morning, for it
became necessary to change our English money
into the almighty dollar and its aliquot parts

\
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and multiplet. Much amusement as well as
anxiety transpired over this business. One
very cautious young man wrapped up his newly-
acquired dirty bits of paper currency in cream-
laid notepaper, with such endorsements as
“ This is a four-dollar bill, and I must reckon it
equal to sixteen shillings,” “ Quarter dollar or
twenty-five cents, say equal to ashilling.” The
fumbled, worn-out greenbacks were a sorry ex-
change for our bright British sovereign, and
reminded one of the currency disabilities of such
countries as Russia and Italy, a scandal that the
advancing prosperity of the United States will
doubtless shortly cause- to be overcome by the
universal use of their handsome metallic
medium.

I will not essay the pen pourtrayal of the
glories of New York harbour, the aspect of Fort
Hamilton, and the striking appearance of the
great city, with its suburbs of Brogklyn and New
Jersey. The yet unfinished suspension bridge,
destined to connect the two first-mentioned, was
a graceful figure in the picture, which was en-
livened by the constantly-plying huge steam
ferry boats.

The ‘delay in the discharging and exa.mmatlon
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DAY TEN. 31

of our luggage was very distressing. It was
nine o'clock when we stepped on shore, and
having already had breakfast, we hoped soon to
get to our quarters and thence to church ; but
it was noon before we were released, tired and
vexed at the first experience of the “freedom ”
of these glorious States.

When will our boasted civilization so advance
as to enable the world to do without those relics
of the barbarous ages—Custom Houses! We
were inclined to think that the rigid examina-
tion was all a farce, and only useful inasmuch as
it gave an army of officers a pretext for drawing

, their salaries ; but the “searchers” showed their

raison d’ étre this morning at any rate, for one
gentleman hadto pay three pounds for duty upon
five hundred cigars which had already paid duty
on importation from Havanna into England, and
another was ‘mulcted in the amount of seventeen
pounds for a breechloader worth half the money,
asum which he preferred to pay rather than
have the gun impounded, as he was bound on a
shooting expedition north of Lake Winnipeg.
Both of these payments, we were afterwards told,
might have been avoided by a litle contrivance.
However, they serve to point the vexatious
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operation of protectionist imposts. The duties
are not charged to foreigners only, foran Ameri- .
can gentleman had to pay eleven pounds upon
goods worth about five pounds in Europe.

The first impressions as we walked towards
the street-cars—as the tramways are termed—
were decidedly unfavourable. Crude telegraph
poles disfigured every street, and were particu-
larly hideous in their clustering at the corners;
dingy lamp-posts that would have disgraced the
smallest Englishtownblessed with gasworks were
stuckabout at everyconceivable angle ; and pawn-
brokers’ balls hung significantly over shops, the
rottenness of whose wooden fagade was ill-
concealed by daubings of red, blue, and green
pigment. It was a strange sensation ; the sur-
roundings imbuing one with all the feelings of
being in a foreign land, and the signboards being
so incongruously English and homely. The
carriage road was almost impassable for pedes-
trians, and the sidewalks (Anlgicé, footpaths)
were simply execrable ; pitfalls, dust, and dirt,
everywhere.

As we became familiar with the better parts
of the city these drawbacks were altered in
degree only-—some streets were better and some
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worse. 'Twice in “stages,” as the omnibuses are
called, were we stuck fast in holes in the streets
and had to get out and walk.

The services of street-cars are excellent, their
frequent running, and the good connexion of the
different lines making street travelling very
easy. The elevated rail-road (although a great
eyesore) over the tramways and pavements,
supplies to some extent the relief to the traffic
on the level afforded in London by the under-
ground railway.

The absence (or rather infrequency) of marks
denoting the names of the different thoroughfares
is a source of inconvenience to a stranger, who
is reduced to the necessity of interrogating the
police, a body who, to say the least of it, are not

80 ready to bear with the inquisitiveness of

travellers as are their brethren of the English
metropolis.

The care bestowed by the inhabitants upon
their personal attractions was evidenced by the
numerous establishments for the sale of face-
powder and enamels, and by the frequency of
such announcements as * Madame So-and-so,
Finger-nails beautified.”

The Fifth Avenue Hotel we found pretty
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much what we expected : a magnificent mixture .
of splendour and coarseness. The marble unim-
peachable ; but the unmentionable result of the
filthy national habit rendering it in places
repulsive and slippery; the cuisine excellent, but
the officials and waiters brusque, and even rude.
The want of the most ordinary politeness
everywhere was most marked, but we soon be-
came accustomed to it and came to the charitable
conclusion that it is the want of time that drives
the Yankees to omit such supererogatory words
as “please” and “thank you,” “sir,” and “mag
There is no standing still ; meals are bolted as
though to-morrow were to be the Judgment Day;
and all things are done in a flash-of-greased-light-
ningstylethatisatfirst very wearing. Buthuman
nature quickly adapts itself to circumstances,
and before many hours were over we were
hurrying along with the stream, and the biggest
boor in the black country might be considered a
perfect Beau Brummell compared with the bust-
ling, bumptious Yahoos we were in danger of
becoming in sympathy with our surroundings.
On this, our first evening upon the continent
of the Western Hemisphere, we were fortunate
enough to witness one of the most beautiful dis-
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enough to witness one of the most beautiful dis-
plays of the aurora borealis that has ever been
recorded outside of the Arctic Circle, ‘




DAY ELEVEN.

We drove through Central Park, a breathing-
space in every way worthy of the Empire City
which encircles it. = Returning seaward we
found Broadway not such a broad way as its
name and reputation justified us in expecting.
In width and length it is not unlike Oxford-
street. Some of the buildings are much hand-
somer than the majority of those in the great
London thoroughfare, and others are paltry and
altogether unworthy of the vicinity. Flagstaffs
adorn many of the edifices, and their huge
banners, bearing in many instances the name of
the owner of the emporium or “store,” floated
out upon the breeze. The wind blowing across
the line of the street caused the bunting to
“spread nearly from roof to roof,- which had a

pleasing effect as the flags spread out against the
background of blue sky. '
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Everything was very dear. The famous sign
of “ Delmonico’s” struck our eye, and at a bar
inferior to that of the Criterion or Gaiety at
home, a generous friend had to pay ninety cents
for two thimblesful of brandy and a *split
soda.”

The charges at the hotels are large, but not
out of the way if the “guest,” as he is designated,
partakes fully of all the meals to which he is
entitled. But the full day has to be paid for, no
matter how poor the appetite, or how many
meals may be partaken of out of the house. The
slightest item indulged in beyond the recognised
service is rigidly charged for. For instance, ir

, a breathing-
Empire City
seaward we
1 way as its
in expecting.

like Oxford-

much hand- you are so confiding as to run the risk of theft
in the great by putting your shoes outside of your bedroom
re paltry and door to be cleaned, and you should be so fortu-
y. Flagstaffs nate as to get them back again, a charge of ten
1 their huge cents appears in your bill. That is, if you geta
s the name of bill, a document which the mere asking-for
tore,” floated brings down upon you the scornful and pitiful

lowing across smile of the mercenaries of the cash-office.

e bunting to The prices for hire of carriages are almost pro-
~which had a hibitory to possessors of English incomes; two
ut against the Jlil dollars from steamboat to hotel, and more than

that from hotel to depdt (railway station), being
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the very least if you have the llfggage necessary

for a moderate American tour. Ten shillings is .

extorted for a distance which a London cabby
would blush to ask half-a-crown for. There
is another mode of getting your baggageconveyed
(the word luggage is unused in America) and
that is by the ““ express,” an institution which
takes in hand your pa,cka,ges giving you a brass
“check ” for each, in exchange for which you
‘recover your belongings at the baggage office at
the depdt. This system is absolutely necessary
if your “ pieces” are very large and numerous,
but the cost of equal to a shilling for each
article makes it come as expensive as taking
the ‘“hack” (never called a cab.) In the
matter of expedition the waggons of the baggage-
express do their work in a fairly satisfactory
manner, generally arriving at the desired point
as quickly as yourselves ; but in some cases of
arriwal we found the delays vexatious, having
had to waif/for more than an hour before the
longed-for toilet, after a lengthy journey, could
be accomplished.

I had a look into the Hoffman House Hotel,
which boasts the finest drinking-bar in the world,
where the proprietor (the notorious Fiske, who
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got off so easily with a brief incgrceration for
shooting Mr. Seward on the staircase of the Fifth
Avenue Hotel), had recently paid two thousand
pounds for a handsome oil painting, the subject
of which was so “classic” that I dare not.
describe it here. No expense had been spared
to make the place attractive; not only splendour,
but chasteness and quiet elegance being every-
where evident in the “fixings.”

Most of the waiters at the hotels and the
porters and guards of the rail roads (two
words, ““R. R.” for short, and never rail-
ways) were Irish, or of Irish descent, the
brogue of the latter being as marked wherever
we went as that of the latest Hibernian arrival.
Upon the whole their want of civility was made
up for by their smartness and intelligence.

The gentle aspiration of the first syllable of
“hotel ” is one of the few improvements.which
our language has sustained by acclimatization
across the Atlantic ; it has been rendered really
a pretty-sounding word as compared with a
rendering of it obtaining im some parts of Britain.

The vestibules of these palatial buildings are
crowded by sitting and moving groups of male
persons in an everlasting buzz of conversation, or

@
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“chewing” or smoking for ever. We cogitated
as to whether these were all guests and their
callers, and as to the social status of the wearers
of the shiny hats and respectable attire. Our
perplexity was removed, as to at least one of
these loungers, when we saw an immense swell
with an extra polish on his boots, an extra curl
to his moustache, and puffing away at a fragrant
Havanna. The face was familiar ; where had we
seen it ? It was Dick, the smoke-room steward
of our ship! Only two nights ago we had sent
the hat round and presented poor hard-working
unshaven Richard with a nice little sum, and
to-day he rubs shoulders with us, his distingué
air commanding more attention from the minions
of the establishment than do the passengers who
but yesterday were awalted mpon by the fellow-
guest of to-day.

In Madison Square is @ glgantlc bronze repre-
sentation of a female hand and arm, holding a
brazen torch. This singular erection is protected
around the elbow, where it emerges from the
earth, by a chdlet of wood. The arm is large
enough to contain a spiral staircase, which will
one day be placed within it, for this work of art
is part of a lighthouse in course of formation for
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a useful site, where it will stand in the novel
form of a huge statue of Liberty, the home of the™-
lighthouse-keepers being in the body of the
figure instead of in the ordinary prosaic pillar of
a light-tower, and the lantern will be held aloft
by the colossal hand, in place of the bronze
presentment of flame now issuing from the
torch. This noble work is a graceful present to
Columbia from her sister republic of Gaul.

At four o'clock in the afternoon we  went
on board the cars” (we were now getting into
the way of using a few of the more indispensable
Americanisms) at Forty-second Street Depbt,
the terminus of the New York Central Railroad,
en route for Boston. All the cars are of one
class, excepting that you can have a seat in a
parlour car by paying, in this case, a dollar
extra.” We tried the ordinary carriage on this
occasion: and found our first railway travelling
in America very satisfactory, the fare being
lower for the distance than at hox{xe and the
speed and comfort at least as good. "We did the
two hundred and thirty-six miles in six and a
half hours, without changing seats.

It may not bé out of place to give a deserip-
tion of the car, for, although the details may be
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familiar to many readers, still it is possible that
many such little matters are often left un-
described, on account of writers and verbal
narrators deeming them too well-known to need
telling about. An instance of the desirability
of minute description is at hand in the wrong
impression conveyed of transatlantic railways
by the. stage adaptation of Jules Verne’s
“Round the World in Eighty Days,” which
shows an attack of Indians upon a train, the
engine of which is American, but the vehicles,
English railway carriages of various “ classes,”
instead of the proper long  silver palace ” cars,
and passenger, baggage, mail and express cars
of the country. The car is entered from each
end, and has an aisle down the centre, on either
side of which is a score of seats, each holding
two persons. The velvet-cushioned backs of the
seats are reversible, but most of the -passengers
sit facing the engine.” If your party should be
three or four, it is very convenient to be able to
“ fix ” the “ section ” so as to travel vis-d-vis;
on the other hand, if there are only two of you,
there is quite as much privacy as in the Old
World compartment system, and at the same
time the convenience of being able to walk up
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and down the whole length of the train. Every
car is fitted with a stove, from which pipes are
carried under all the seats. This arrangement,
together with the double windows (which it is
treason to open), renders the atmosphere uncom-
fortably warm, as is the case in all the rooms
and apartments. A boy goes round every few
minutes with a tin of iced water and glasses,
each passenger partaking as he fancies.

The sallow complexions of the people being as
commom to them as their habits of hurried eat-
ing, breathing stifling air, and imbibing cold
liquids, it is possible that these may stand in the
relation of effect and causes. /

The aspect of the district passed through was
novel and interesting, a surprising feature being
the yet utter absence of foliage from the trees,
as before we left England the leaves there were
fully out. The advertising enterprise of the go-
ahead inhabitants has caused landscapes to be
blurred by huge letters being painted upon rocks
and trees, such inscriptions as “ Try Smith’s
Cough Mixture : it never fails,” being found alike
by railway side, on tops of mountains, and at
bottoms of valleys. A monstre hoarding erected
well within sight of the line recorded that
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“ Exactly twelve miles from this spot stands the
Emporium of the celebrated St. Isaac’s Qil, at
999, Smoothway, New York.” This oil, *“ Nono-
dont,” and a certain stove polish kept us com-
pany throughout the entire continent.
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DAY TWELVE.

We broke fast betimes at our hotel, the
Brunswick House, at Boston. The excellent
negro waiters were quite a contrast to the New
York attendants. The breakfast is a most im-
portant meal here, and is partaken of with much
zest. It commences at seven, and the early
start gives an enhanced value to the day. Two
or three oranges preface the repast, then a
draught of the iced water wuich stands-at our
elbow throughout every meal. This is followed
by oatmeal mush (porridge), hominy, cracked
wheat, buckwheat cakes, an immense choice of
boiled, fried, and broiled fish and flesh, vege-
tables in every form, and eggs—the latter
prepared in a variety of ways, described in the
menw as ““ broiled, dropped, fried, scrambled ;
and omelets, plain, with onions, parsley, cheese,
ham, kidneys, or jelly.” Plain boiled eggs are
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not eaten direct from the shell, but three or four
are broken by the waiter into a tumbler, and
stirring the yolks and whites together, with
pepper, salt, &c. to taste, you then proceed in
the usual manner with a spoon.

Thus fortified, we sallied forth to “do” the
city of Boston, a delightful task, the associations
connected with the place, and its splendid, clean,
wide thoroughfares, making it peculiarly inter-
esting and enjoyable. It is the Edinburgh of
the States. Bookshops abound, and by far a
larger quantity ot books are sold in proportion
to population than in any other American city.

Harvard University is at Cambridge, three
miles out, and we readily reached it by the tram-
way, and went through the spacious grounds
and buildings, including a magnificent Memorial
Hall erected to the memory of students who fell
in the Civil War ; Saunders Theatre, &c.

Immense enterprise is being shown in develop-
ing the harbour of Boston and adding to its
numerous docks, the New York and Erie Rail-
road Company have just completed a hand-
some dock, grain elevator, and warehouses,
" where four of the largest ocean steamers can be
loaded or discharged at one time with a minimum
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of twenty-three feet depth of water at low tide.
The “ freight cars,” or goods trucks, come right

across country from the far West, and we saw

some laden with provisions, such as bacon, lard,

&c., that had come over two thousand miles.

When we,were informed that only a fraction

over twenty per cent. of the available producing

ground of the great continent had yet been cul-

tivated, the future of the exporting cities, as

railways every month penetrated farther afield,

appeared to be illimitable. We afterwards had

ample opportunity of forming our own estimate

of the productiveness of much of the “ wgrgin”

land forming the estimated four-fifths that our

Boston friends relied upon; and also saw and

heard much of worn-out soil, which a quarter of

a century of incessant ‘ cropping ” had rendered .
as expensive to cultivate as farms in the British

Islands.

The pride which the Bostonians justly take in
their city is shown by their lavish expenditure
upon the public buildings, such edifices as the
post office and custom house being perfect
masterpieces of architecture. The latter is sur-

rounded by granite columns, each in one piece of
forty tons weight.
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We ascended by the “ elevator,” as the lift or
hoist is invariably termed (an indispensable
adjunct to every American building of any pre-
tensions) to the roof of the palatial offices of the
Equitable Insurance Association, and obtained
from a height of a hundred and eighty feet a
complete panorama of the place ; the monument
on Bunker's Hill, and that on the Common to
the citizens who fell in the war with the South,
being conspicuous.

The electric light and telephone we found in
much more general use than at home ; in fact a
merchant told us that without the telephone it
would now be impossible to carry on the business
of the day. Not only for the immediate neigh-
bourhood is it “laid on” but the voices of
communicators are discernible giving orders for
goods from villages forty miles away.

Instancing the intellectual tastes of the people
I may mention the proprietor of a telescope of
two hundred diameters, who, in the open street,
drove a roaring trade by exhibiting the spots on
the sun by day, and the planet Jupiter in the
evening.
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DAY THIRTEEN.
A"

We proceeded to Albany via the celebrated
Hoosic tunnel route : two hundred miles in seven
hours. The tunnel itself is four and three
quarters miles in length, the longest in the world
after those of Mont Cenis and St. Gothard—so
the Americans say. /

At Greenfield station I applied at the refresh-
ment stall for a glass of beer, but the proprietor
said that he was not allowed to dispense
intoxicants, and that it was with difficulty that
he could get the authorities to let him sell cigars !
This was a new phase to us of American affairs.
A glass of cold rich milk, however, proved an
excellent substitute for the coveted * laager.”

The Delavan Hotel at Albany proved to be of
the traditional Brother Jonathan type, and was ~
just the hotel that descriptions in books had led
us to expect to find. Frequently among the
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labyrinth of corridors a note appeared with an
index finger directing “ to the fire-escape.”
Prompted by curiosity, and possibly by some
idea that it might be useful to know the way, we
tracetfbut the route until we came to a locked
door, so that had the house been in flames we
should probably have had more experience of the
“fire ” than of the “ escape.”

On the highest point in the city stands the
new Capitol, a splendid building of Maine granite,
in the style of the Renaissance—the handsomest
and largest edifice in the States, next to the
Federal Capitol at Washington.

The only one of fifty-four churches we visited
was the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception,
and we were much impressed with its Old World

appearance, which it owes to the rich stained-

glass windows, shedding their “ dim religious
light ” upon the vast space capable of accom-
modating over four thousand worshippers.
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DAY FOUR}FEEN.

Embarking on board ong of the magnificent
Hudsonriver steamboats, we quickly passed down
stream, through the pretty but somewhat
monotonqus scenery, as far as thetownof Hudson.
After that the panorama was quite equal to the
scenery of the Rhine, and in one part almost as
grand as the Iron Gate of the Danube. This
is saying a very great deal, but it is the honest
opinionof one by no means prejudiced in favour or
anything American, and who has traversed the
course of all three rivers under circumstances
favourable for comparing them. The romantie
associations of the grand German river are
wanting in the New World stream, but points
upon the banks of the latter are rich in memories
of thrilling interest, and the absence of “ ruins”
and little hovels of “ castles” is rather in its
favour than otherwise

F
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In the evening, in New York, I looked info one in hav
of the billiard halls of the country. It was well to proc:
lighted and ventilated, and filled with an orderly equipm
company. There were eighteen tables, chiefly to the
without pockets, upon which was being played about, f
the “canon” game with four huge balls and [ consolec
ponderous cues. A few of the tables had six very be:
pockets, the pockets being much larger and the
tables much smaller than English ones. These
_were used exclusively for “ pyramids” and the

* game was very quickly over. The chargewas ten
cents per game, and for billiards by time one
cent per minute. A novel and usefdl mode of
counting was in vogue which might be adopted
with nflich convenience wheresa marker is not
always available. A brass wire suspended
lengthways above the table had strung upon it
counters that were easily separable upon being

. touched with-the side of the cue. One half of
“the string wasdevoted to white markers, the
fifth and terith being black of larger sizes; the
other half‘black disecs with fifth and tenth of
white.

The Fifth Avenue Hotel was so full of guests
that beds were laid upon the floors of the drawing
and reception rooms, so that we were fortunate
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in having rooms secured. Having occasion
to procure a bottle of brandy to complete the
equipment of our medicine chest for our journe

to the far West, the price “was six dollars—{
about five-and-twenty shillings—and we were
consoled with the assurance that it was “the
very best ”; and so it ought to be, thought we,




DAY FIFTEEN.

We journeyed to Philadelphia by the Bound
Brook route. The weather continued very cold,
but bright. It ‘was a strange coincidence that
one year ago to-day we had occasion also to note
unusual cold for the time of the year, having then
(21st April) experienced snow in Vienna.

We found the roadways.of Philadelphia even
more rugged and uneven than those of New
York, there being huge holes in the middle of

" the best streets, and the crossings were very bad
The railways are all on the level, and the loco- -
motives with their great clanging bells in place
of whistles, are mixed up with the * street cars”
and “stages.” The trams were all drawn by
horses or mules, and none of them had seats on
the top, as at Hamburg and other European
cities, where a fine view of the neighbourhood
can be taken at a small cost by riding to the

g
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various suburbs upon a steam or horse-drawn
car. ‘

We continued to notice the plain, good
English spoken, particularly by the negro
population. There was very little of the ex-
pected nasal twang, which we began to suspect
was more affected by the citizens of the U-nited

States when in Eu-rope than when at home.
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We had a splendidly clear day for inspecting largest
theé largest city in area in the country, and miles
i second in population, there being nearly a I8 cros
million inhabitants. Brook Street is twenty- Cemet
three miles long, and it and Market Street are the riy
fine thoroughfares, but the other streets are and m;
poor, and have all the ebjectionable points of and ro
American cities—open drains, filthy -and rotten The
wooden shades over the footpaths, rough tele- E“"OP‘
graph posts, &c. 18 80 fi
The houses on the étreets running east to west giving
are numbered one hundred to two hundred, and richnes
all between Second and Third Streets two The
hundred to three hundred, and so on; so that Was ye
the number of the house indicates the number left ste
of the street as well. Thus number eight splend
hundred and thirty-six is in (or “on” as the with it
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DAY SIXTEEN.

Americans say) Eighth Street, and you know
that you are sixty-four houses off Ninth Street.
This plan is very convenient in going about, as
whenever a number of a house can be seen the
distance from the river Delaware or any desired
locality can be calculated and its direction deter-
mined.

After visiting the shipping we took a carriage
and drove to and through Fairmount Park, the
largest city park in Jiizvorld lying for fourteen
miles on both sides of\the river Schuylkill which
is crossed by elegant bridges. The Laurel Hill
Cemetery extends along the crags overhanging
the river, and, with its white marble obelisks
and mausoleums, interspersed with dark cypresses
and rocky peaks, is singularly picturesque.

The houses in the suburbs will vie with any
European city, the Pennsylvanian marble which
is so freely used in their doorsteps and® fagades
giving them a handsome substantiality and
richness of appearance.

The Centennial Exhibition building of 1876
was yet only partly pulled down, and what was
left standing gave a fair idea of its vastness and
splendour. The Memorial Museum in connexion
with it'is a fine marble structure, and was yet

e

e o
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but partiallsr furnished with articles of art and
vertu. ‘

We went through another solid marble build-
ing, after the pattern of the Madelaine at Paris,
the Girard Hospital. This is a foundation that
has multiplied its value, owing to the once
suburban lands with which' it was endowed by
one Merchant Girard, having become part of the
city. Its usefulness in providing education for
fatherless children -is thus tremendously ex-
tended.

We left Philadelphia from the Broad Street
Depdt, a new railway station that was the finest
we had yet seen in the States. A gigantic
railway map, painted on all one side of the large
waiting hall, wagat once the most singular, and
the most useful adjunct to a railway station that
had yet been corceived. The idea was probably
borrowed from the huge map of France, which
occupied a wall of the Paris Exhibition. As
a rule the railway stations were the veriest

hovels, mere sheds, out of all keeping with the.

sumptuous carriages and grand hotels of the
_eountry.
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DAY SEVENTEEN.

On Sunday morning at Washington we ex-
perienced a tremendous snowstorm. The splendid
auroras seen lately, the spots on the sun, the
electric disturbances, and the icebergs in the
Atlantic, had at last culminated in a heavy
visitation of late winter in this part of the New
World of the same latitude as Madrid.

Some of the trees in the streets and avenues
of this City of Magnificent Distances were just
in the opening beauty of their delicate green
leaves, and these, bearing their weight of fleecy
snowflakes, afforded a strange spectacle. The
remainder of the trees, being yet unleaved, pre-
sented, together with the snow-covered houses
and streets, an ordinary winter picture. The
asphalted pavements of the fine broad thorough-
fares were almost impracticable for horses, whose

feet obtained little holding through the feathery
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carpeting of white. We, however, managed to
get driven at walking pace to the Episcopal
Church of the Ascension. The service was “ low
church,” the responses being “ said” in voices at
various pitches ; and the hymns, Te Deum, and
canticles being sung (mostly as solos) by fine-
voiced young women and half a dozen male
persons, perched up beside a fair organ in a
gallery behind us. The service was almost
identical with that of our own Church of Eng-
land—President and Congress being substituted

for Queen and Parliament in the prayers for

each. The Nicene Creed was placed after that
of the Apostles, the “ordinary” having the
option of using either ; and at the end of the Ten
Old Testament Commandments, came the New
Commandment and the second like unto i,
prefaced by the words, “ Hear also what our
Lord Jesus Christ saith.” '

During the singing the people sat or stood as
they thought fit, fully one-fourth of the congre-
gation remaining sitting. All sat while the
sentences were being read and the collection
taken. At various times there were arrivals
and departures, particularly during the hymn
preceding the sermon.
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In the evening we again sallied forth in
search of a place of worship, and presently came
to a building of ecclesiastical appearance. We
were told by an interesting little girl at the door
that it was a “ collared Baptist” Church. Now,
we had known Baptists of various kinds, but had
never had them ¢ collared” before. It turned
out to be a sanctuary for coloured worshippers.
The negroes have their separate churches and
chapels. A black minister was officiating, the
whole black congregation constituting the choir,
and sweetly they sang familiar hymns to the
grand old psalm tunes of home. Our presence
did not seem to be relished, so we departed and
found, close by, the Church of the Holy Cross.
Here was a truly American example of
Ritualism. After the bald service of the morn-
ing there was a difficulty in bringing the mind
into proper frame for this florid celebration of
evensong. There was an incongruity about the
hard-headed Yankees taking to such a service.
Being untrammelled by any State Church laws,
the priest did just what he liked. The perform-
ance would, however, compare favourably with
similar ones in England, and the surpliced choir °
and organist executed their part of it well.
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Returning to the Metropolitan Hotel by
Pennsylvania Avenue, the moon shone brightly
upon the dazzling snow. The Capitol, always
white, now stood out against the sky a magni-
ficent object, its dome and roofs mantled with
pure snow and bathed in the soft lunar sheen.

The Washington Post of the following day
said : “ The storm yesterday, coming as it did

but a few days before the opening of May,

proved too much for the recollections of even the

oldest inhabitants. There have been one or two
previous snows in the present generation as late
in the Spring, but none so violent and wintry
as that of yesterday. Fortunately for the fruit
trees, it was confined to a very small area. It
broke down telegraph wires, broke branches off
trees, blocked up travel to some extent, and did
considerable damage of a trifling, but annoying
character. The snow-storm of the 23rd of
April, 1882, will long be remembered.”
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DAY EIGHTEEN.

Weé made a retrograde movement upon Balti-
more, which seaport we had passed in the dark
upon the road from Philadelphia. An hour'’s
ride brought us into the heart of this busy city.
Taking a steam launch we sailed down the
commodious harbour, and visited first the splen-

» did British steam-ship York City, which vessel
had discharged a cargo of mineral from the
Mediterranean. The two thousand five hundred
tons which she brought had been taken out in
two and a half days, proving the facilities of the
port for that kind of work. Next we boarded
the Glenrath, delivering a consignment of old
iron railway plates and-potatoes from England.
The last-named importation showed that a

variation in the relative harvests can cause a
\

\
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material alteration in the account for food stuffs
between the old country and the new.

As instancing the price of labour in parts of
Europe, as compared with the United States,
may be mentioned the case of a cargo which we
noticed coming from the steamship Glenbervie,
It looked like iron stone, but was actually chrome
ore for a manufactory of colours in Baltimore,
There are mines in the immediate neighbourhood
which ordinarily keep the works supplied, but it
occasionally pays to give a freight of thirty
shillings per ton and have the mineral brought
from Macri, in Turkey, where it is carried across
the mountains to the vessels on the backs of
donkeys, each animal being led by a woman or
child, also laden with a bag of the ore. By this
crude method two thousand tons had been
shipped into the Glenbervie in the comparatively
shoxt, space of ten days ! |

The grain exporting trade for which this
terminus of the extensive Baltimore and Ohio
rail road is eminently adapted was, at the date
of our visit, at a standstill, the gigantic “ ele-
vators ” being almost empty. We went over
the newest one, with bins for nearly two millions

of bushels. There is a larger one at Chicago,
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but this one comprehends more modern ““fixings”
for storing, sortmg,k cleaning, dlstrlbutmg and
shipping the grain ¢han any other in the wogld
A staple industry of Baltimore is preserving
oysters in tins. An inexhaustible supply of large
and excellent bivalves is' produced from the
neighbouring Bay of the Chesapeake, and
although they become out of season for local
econsumption, the “tinning ” goes on all the year
round.  Possibly by the time they come to be
eaten they have become in season. A peculiar
sight was a hill composed of hundreds of tons of
oyster-shells which are disposed of to make
roads, or burned to make excellent lime.
Inspection of the City Hall and the usual
edifices and monuments occupied the afternoon,
and we took our departure for Washington not
much impressed by the architecture of the some-
what ostentatiously termed City of Monuments.
The title was doubtless acquired when the
monuments were many and the houses few ;
now the city has increased tenfold and the
statues and columns are comparatively scarce.
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The melted snow and succeeding-genial sun-
shine caused all nature to rejoice in springtide
glory. Every twig put forth its leaflet andfthe
sward assumed its vernal hue and freshness.

The denizens of the Atlantic States nowreckondq

themselves fairly launched into spring, and chilly
days would rapidly give place to the warmth
begotten of longer spells of hours betwixt sup-
rise and sunset.

Right gay was the city of Washingtou as we
ascended the steps to the back door of the
Capitol. For be it known that this-pretentious
erection turns its back upon the city, the six-
tons statue of Liberty, which tops the dome, .

- facing the other way. The\grand bronze doors
" ——cast at Munich—the principal fagade, and the
ortico, whence each new President is proclaimed,
are at the further side of .the building. This is
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explained by the fact that it was intended for
the heart of the legislative metropolis to lie to
~ the east of the Capitol, and for the White House,
a mile and a half to the west, to be a retired
residence for the President away in the suburbs.
Very few houses have, however, been built to
the eastward, the avenues laid out towards.the
west having been built upon in a spread-out
genial sun- fashion. "Washington selected the site himself,
springtide and it was laid out according to his plan, but
let andfthe W as the eighty intervening years have passed over
~ with only a comparatively small amount of
building going on—and that mostly where the

yw reckondq

r, and chilly outskirts were intended to "be—the city covers
he warmth. |’ 4 very large area for its population of only a
etwixt sup hundred and fifty thousand. Hence its

“Magnificent Distances” title.
The prospect from the balconies of the Capitol

1gt N as we

door of the is an extensive and pleasing one, the absence of
«pretentious smoke, owing to the use of anthracite coal, allow-
ity, the six- W ing a clear view for many miles. The main
- the dome, W thoroughfares, radiating as boulevards like the
ronze doors W spokes of a wheel from this centre-point, betoken
wde, and the M the conception of a model city. One division of
;proclaimed, | the circle has been kept entirely in the possession
ng. This® W of the nation, and within it are the national

G
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conserva.tories. and other federal institufions.
An ugly railway station had been recently

protruded into this reserved portion, but it was

evident at a glance that sooner or later it would
have to be removed. Every American is proud
of Washington, and they all cried out. against
this eyesore. An unﬁmshed column, intended
to be crowned by a colossal statue of the Great
General, stood far away, over in the Mall ; but
work was suspended owing to lack of funds

The Capitol is characteristic of the' Americans,
for, immense sums of money having been spent
upon it, they mar the whole thing by stinting a
- few dollars upon it at the finish. The lamp-posts
which adorn (?) the steps and balconies would
be put to shame by an ordinary gin-palacé gas
lamp; and in front of the building is a dirty pool
of water containing a few hungry gold-fish, and
surrounded by a rusty iron paling, where a
handsome fountain would fitly have decorated
the approach.

Both Senators and Representatives were
sitting at the sensible hour of noon, it only
being in cases of urgent business that the Houses
are kept at work until evening (that is “ even-
ing” as we understand the term, for the
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ons. American evening commences at noon—an /(\
ntly " example among many that the language is there
was béing changed, not always ‘in the direction of
uld improvement). | .
oud The two Houses of Congress: conduct their
inst business pretty much on the same lines. ‘An
ded annually elected Speaker presides in the Lower,
reat and the vice-President of the Republic (as
but President, of the Senate) in the Upper Chamber.

The seats face the tribune in concentric half-
ans, circles, and the members are not divided upon
sent Government and Opposition benches, but each
g a has his own comfortable arm-chair and desk.
osts This causes much inattention, gentlemen engag-
suld ing in their private correspondence instead of

gas attending to what is going on. The tobacco-
pool smoking indulged in by members who were
and promenading, and lounging on seats, behind a
re a rail defining the floor of the House proper, was
ated very objectionable. There are ample galleries
round each chamber for visitors, and ladies and
were gentlemen promiscuously obtain admission with-
only J outany “orders.”
yuses Shortly after our entrarnce our British blood
yven- was made to boil by the deputy from New York,
Mr. Robinson, who reviewed briefly the facts
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relative to the imiprisonment of American
citizens abroad, and thought that in view of
those facts it was apparent that the United
States Government was getting careless of the
honour of its flag and the rights of its citizens,
Since the beginning of the Government it had
not been fortunate in its representatives to the
Court of Great Britain. © With all due deference
to Mr. Lowell, he declared that the American
szpects were quite equal to him, and some his
superior, and he had no right to look down from
the throne of his superciliousness on those
honest American citizens who had called on him’
for assistance. He thought that Mr. Lowell
ought to be recalled, and he had a resolution
which he would offer. He also had it in his
mind to introduce a bill, entitled ¢ A bill for the
relief of England, for the benefit of Ireland, and
for the glory of the United States.” He was
not going to let it out on this occasion, but he
had the plan in his mind, and it ought to be
carried out and an end put to all this trouble.
In the course of his remarks he characterised
Mr. Gladstoneas the “deliberate fraud of the nine-
teenth century,” and contrasted the ‘‘former
glory of England under her Johns, her Henrys,
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and her Georges, with her present shame under
her Gladstones, her Brights, and her Forsters.”
It was asked what. should be done if England
refused to comply ? “I say fight,” continued
Robinson; ““ Washington said, ‘Independence or
fight’; Madison said, ‘Give up the right of
search or fight,” and I say, and this House and
all true Americany say, ‘fight!” (see New
York Heraldy, April 26th, 1882). I presume
that I must havye infringed the regulation as to
“silence in the \galleries,” as, at the polite request
of an attendant, I forthwith “made tracks,” but
quickly regained admittance at the other side in
time to see the division taken. The Speaker
announced, ““ Those in favour of the motion pro-
posed by the gentleman from New York (re the,
recall of Mr. Lowell) will say ‘Aye,’ the contrary
‘No” The Noes have it.” The result being
challenged, he continued “The Ayes will stand
up,” and, after counting, announced the number;
“the Noes will stand up,” the result being the
same as before. The Robinsonites being still
unsatisfied, the challenge now took the form ofa
motion that ““the roll be called.” This being
carried by the standing-up process, the clerk
proceeded to call the names of the two hundred
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and ninety-one members in alphabetical order,
the answers “Aye’l and “No” being distinctly
and rapidly given and jotted down. The
alphabet of those who had not replied was
quickly gone through a second time, in order to
minimise the advantage which Z would have
over A by being able to rush in from other parts
of the building after learning that the roll-call
had commenced.

The processes occupied nearly as long as a
division in our House of Commons, but did not
require the promenading into the lobbies.

We heard on every hand regret expressed at
the decadence of the House, owing to universal
suffrage having placed the seats in the hands of
men who pandered to the mob, the result being

that the best men in the country kept aloof from |

politics. Truth to tell, the Representatives were
a sorry-looking set, and ‘stories were rife as to
the great fortunes amassed during a few years
membership, owing to the extensive corruption
prevailing. One gigantic piece of jobbery was
‘brought prominently under our notice. The
expansive roadways of Washington—in many
places one hundred and sixty feet wide, exclusive
of broad side-walks—are covered with a sea of
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splendid asphalte which is said to have cost the
nation its weight in dollars, owing to the high
tenders accepted in consequence of the heavy

backsheesh paid by the numerous contractors to -

members of Congress to secure their support.

Before quitting the Capitol we went into the
Supreme Court, where the Justices were engaged
in hearing an appeal case. It is the only
court in the States where the judges wear gowns,
and they have no other garb of office. A natu-
ralised Frenchman was pleading, but neither he
nor his brother counsel wore any wigs or robes.
There are nine Justices of the Supreme Court,
who, besides constituting the final Court of
Appeal, try cases where one State is at variance
with another.

Strolling into the waiting-room of the principal
railway station we were shown a brass, cross let
into the floor at the spot where President
Garfield fell when stricken by the assassin’s
bullet, and upon the wall immediately above it
a marble tablet briefly setting forth the melan-
choly circumstance.

O




DAY TWENTY.

Taking a herdick (small one-horse 'bus named ‘A

after the inventor) we drove to the White House
-at the further end of Pennsylvania Avenue. This
the presidential residence, is a substantial and
elegant building, and the furniture of its noble
apartments betokens neither stinginess on the
part of the tax-payers, nor lack of taste on that
of its successive occupants. Here, as in the other
Government buildings, are plentiful paintings
depicting battles where the * Britisher” is
getting pretty considerably wholloped, such as
“The Battle of Lake Erie,” Capltulatlon of
General Burgoyne "’ &e.

Close by the White House are the Treasury,
and Government Offices which are plain solid
buildings of granite. After strolling through
the principal chambers (which are thrown open
to the public with scarcely any restriction) we
went to the navy yard, where, among other
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interesting objects, are a fish-breeding house
and a naval museum and library. We also had
the privilege of inspecting a gunboat which was
to start at midnight to take President Arthur
and friends down the river to a naval review
on Chesapeake Bay.

Never will we forget the kindnegj and hospi-"
tality we experienced at this intéresting and
delightful city. Colonel May, who, with his
wife and daughter, did everything to make our
gojourn in it en] oyable\wa.s a native of Louisiana;
but, being of English parentage had retained the
privileges of his British nationality. During the
lamentable civil war he had been one of the few-
Southern planters who remained loyal to the
Union, and many of his experiences during that
unhappy time are recorded in a book of thrilling
interest written by him—The Earl of yﬁeld

The delicate task of further personaliallusion
to this charming family is saved me by refer-
ence to the Washington Sunday Herald of July
the 30th, 1882, in which appears the following
‘paragraph :

“ An interesting social incident has recently
occurred illustrative of the magnetic powers of
Washington as directly compared with the gay
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and seductive capitals of Europe._ Col. Thomas
P. May, the well-known and\iis{inguished
author of The Earl of Mayfield, A Prince of
Breffny, and other works, came to Washington
about three months ago. The Colonel has been
abroad for about one year, spending the greater
-portion of his time in England, where he has
numerous family connections and associations, as
is amply testified in The Earl of Mayfield. No
confidences are here violated, since it has become
an open secret that many of the incidents
embodied in that popular book are founded on
fact, and that under the name of Carew is
actually recorded a history of the ancient May
family, of which the present Lord Chief Justice
of Ireland is a member, and Col. May is the
head. He came to Washington for a short stay
only, but was so pleased with its numerous
attractions and rare prospects that he has pur-

- chased the elegant residence of Admiral Wyman -

on the corner of G and Twenty-first Streets, and
intends to reside in Washington for the greater
portion of his time. With Mrs. May, Washing-
ton is a household word, for, although married to
an Englishman, she is a native of the South.
Her father was the Hon. Miles Taylor, who was

for many y
from Lou
during the
daughter
welcome t]
she former
daughter, .
an immens
political ar

The last

" —one for

conveying
over other
the openin,

of Europe.

to be cons
“polite ” 1

Washingt




shed

e of

been
ater

8, a8

No
0me
ents
1 on
w s

stice

the
stay
rous
pur-

DAY TWENTY. 77

for many years a prominent member of Congress
from Louisiana. He resided in Washington
during the greater portion of the year, his orly
daughter being his constant companions” We
welcome this charming lady back to the society
she formerly graced. Both she and her lovely
daughter, just, budding into womanhood, will be
an immense addition to the social charms of the
political and polite capital of the Union.”

The last dozen words are essentially American
' —one for the Mays and two for Washington—
conveying the assumed superiority of the city
over other “metropolises ” of the States, as does

the opening sentence over the “seductive capitals
of Europe.” New York and Boston have claims

»

to be considered the capitals, “ political ” and
“polite ” respectively, the true designation of
Washington being—the legislative capital.-




DAY TWENTY-ONE.

We left Washington for the west in the
forenoon, taking parlour-car tickets for Cum-
.berland and “ sleeper” thence to Cincinnati for
the night travelling. The sleeping-cars are

only so converted at bedtmme, the beds being
deftly folded away in the roof of the carriage
during the day. :

A great source of inconvenience in travelling
is what appears to a stranger to be the foolish
arrangement of clocks. An attempt is made
by every large place to usesolartime,hencotrains
are made to run ag nearly as possible to the time of
the sun. In the forty hours’ ride now gémmenced
we had three “times”—Washington, Vincennes,
and St. Louis. It became absolutely indispen-
sable to carry with our watches a reconciliation
card with little dials showing the hour at a
dozen different places when noon at New York.
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To show the absurdity to which the subdivision
is carried—it is one hour’s ride between
Baltimore and Washington, and the clocks are
three minutes different, so that the journey one
way is apparently six minutes longer than the
other. 'We heard it stated that business could
be conveniently carried on if there were three
standard times—say New York, St. Louis, and
San Francisco. The only way to be certain of
catching a train is always to be at the station
very early, particularly if you have luggage.
There is a great deal of delay about “ checking”
the latter, and there is needless time wasted
at both ends ; but the system is very safe. No
encouragement is given to taking parcels in the
cars with you, and care must be taken to have
just so much impedimenta with you as you can
conveniently carry, as there are no parters to
transport you from platform to platform or from
train to cab or “stage” I use the word
“ platform,” but the boards from which you’
-enter the cars are laid level with the ground.
Travelling trunks must be strongly made, as the
fellows who handle them are called ¢ smashers,”
and well they earn their appellation.
The time-tables provided by each line contain,
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within a highly coloured wrapper, the times,
distances, fares and altitudes on one side ; and
on the other a map showing the particular rail
road and its connections. The latter is very
useful ; a trifling fault, when it is known, being
that the comipany’s own line, marked by a thick
black band across the map, is invariably shown
to be as nearly as possible as the crow flies,
whereas competing routes appear to be more
devious than they actually are.

. Our road traversed for the first two hours a
beautiful, cultivated country, and then succeeded
wild and rugged regions, with short intervals of
farm land, until dark. Leaving the broad and
winding Potomac (the accent on the second
o, long) at the delightfully situated Harper's
Ferry, where the Shenandoah flows into it, we
found ourselves passing up the ravine of Elk
Branch, which, at first narrow and tortuous,
widens until it becomes the charming valley of
Virginia. Further on, North Mountain is crossed
by a long excavation, where we saw, level with
the line, two seams of coal of one to three feet
in thickness, illustrating markedly the geological
formation of the district. A poor and sparsely
peopled country brought us to the commence-
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ment of the ascent of the Allegheny Mountains.
For seventeen miles the train, drawn by two
powerful locomotives, pursued its serpentine and
upward way, the most of the time on the brink
of deep gullies, where, hundreds of feet beneath
us, the swollen mountain torrents rushed along
their rocky beds, fed every few yards by foaming
cascades which dashed under or over our very

, cars as we sped along.

At the extreme summit of the range, two
thousand eight hundred feet above the sea, we
noticed the waters hesitate which way to flow,
and then exhibit a tendency to run in our
direction, until very quickly the little rills united
into the impetuous stream which formed the
upper waters of the Youghiogheny river
Descending by heavy cuttings, embankments,
and tunnels, for twenty miles, we reached the

-end of this mountain section at Grafton, and
_were glad. to seek rest for our strained eyes in

the repose of our travelling couches.

B
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We were up with the sun, and after toilet
and ablutions (for which the car provided toler-
able facilities) we arrived at Cincinnati for a two
hours’ stroll round the city, during which we
saw and smelt quite sufficient of the capital of
Ohio;, Here, as elsewhere until now, mules
outnumbered horses as beasts of draught, and
~ strong noble animals they were. We entered a
German Roman Catholic church, where work-
women with their baskets beside them were
kneeling in morning prayer, and a humble coffin
lay in lowly state before the high altar with
burning tapers around it, awaiting the obsequies

which would doubtless take place within a few s

"hours. :
At eight o’clock once more “all aboard” bound

westward, and we partook of a good breakfast
cooked and served in the train. " The following
menu was distributed throughout the cars :

“As you jc

\

I

French Coffes
French Loaf.
Dry,

Tende

Spring Chick«
Sirlc

Oalf’s Liver w

\

\
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“ As you journey through Life Live by the Way

BREAKFAST
Now Ready,
Served in first-class Style,
PRICE 70 CENTS,

A DINING CAR
Is attached to this train.
“Eat and be satisfied !”

PASSENGERS

will appreciate this new feature of
¢ Life on the Road.”

BREAKFAST BILL OF FARE.
English Breakfast Tea.

French Coffee. Chocolate. Ice Milk.
BREAD. '
French Loaf. Boston Brown Bread. Corn Bread.
Hot Rolls. ,
Dry, Dipped, Cream and Buttered Toast,
BROILED.
Tenderloin Steak, plain or with Mushrooms.
Spring Chicken. Mutton Chops. Veal Qutl
Sirloin Steak. Sugar Cured Ham.

GAME IN THEIR SEASON. .
OYSTERS IN THEIR SEASON.
FRIED,
Odf’s Liver with Bacon. Country Sausage, Trout.

EGGS.
h'md. Scn.mbled. Boiled. Omelets. Phin
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RELISHES,
Radishes. Chow Chow. French Mustard,
Worcestershire Sauce. Currant Jelly.
Mixed Pickles. Horse Radish.

Tomato Catsup. Walnut Catsup.
VEGETABLES,
Stewed, Fried and Boiled Potatoes.
FRUITS,

Apples. Oranges,

We began to realize that we could become

conciled to the ways of the natives if they
would only eschew some of their practices and
provide us with less stifling atmospheres ; for
there is a robust honesty about their Re-
publicanism and Democracy that is very
refreshing after the kid-gloved Liberalism often
met with at home, which relies upon the “ left
wing ” of the party to do battle in the cause of
progress, and feels a sort of comforting assurance
that the “ Tory drag ” will keep the coach from
rushing headlong down the hill.

Jonathan has not yet asked for a king, and so
has not laid himself open to the answer, “ Ye
know not what yeask ” ; but, on the other hand,
there are thinking men who aver that the demon
of unrest, and desire of those who have not to
plunder those who have, will soon be let loose
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here as in older countries. The well-to-do
classes are getting very fond of anything that
bears early date in the history of the Union, and
the public prints teem with such words -as
“ancient” and “ venerable” applied to matters
not yet a hundred years old. Institutions are

* fast becoming old enough and rich enough for the
" intransigentes of the near future to disestablish

and disendow, and it remains to be seen whether
a constitution, of which universal suffrage and
paid delegates are essential elements, will be

better able to cope with the coming Evil than -

the military  despotisms and constitutional
monarchies of the Old World.

There are strange inconsistencies in the
constitution and in the actions of the United
States Government. Among the laiter may be
classed the interdict of Chinese immigration ;
and as an instance of the former may be cited
the fact, that, whereas every white or black male
person over twenty-one years of age has a vote,
10 Chinaman, Indian, or female, has a voice in
electing members of the House of Representa-
tives, however much they may be paying to the
tixes of the nation.

™




DAY TWENTY-THREE.

Beforecrossing the Mississippi to St. Louis, the
town of East St. Louis has to be passed through
—or rather over—much in the same manner as
the town of Gateshead has to be before the high
level bridge conveys th® traveller from the
south into Newcastle-upon-Tyne ; in fact the big
city ou the western bank of the great American
river is not unlike, at first sight, the * canny
toon ” in the north of England. A magnificent
steel bridge spans the Mississippi here twelve
hundred miles from its mouth, as wide as the
ThamesatGravesend. Twostonepierscarrythree
spans of five hundred feet each, approached by
viaducts,and, onthe westernshore,also by a tunnel
-under the higher part of the city. The trellised
spans support the railway, and above is a roadway
with tramways and footpaths. Both rail and
road rise slightly to the centre, which gives a
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graceful ﬁ\nish to the structure. We had a fine

, view of the bridge from the deck of one of the

leviathan river steamers, the City of Vicksburg,
which we inspected thoroughly. This floating
palace of seventeen hundred tons burthen was
by no means the largest on the river. Her
draught, loaded, was only nine feet, but she often
had to be lightened to get over the shoals when
the water was low. Her space for stowing cargo
was admirably adapted ; and the large saloon,
in white and gold, was, like all her arrangements
for the comfort and convenience of passengers,
superb and luxurious. - She plied between St.
Louis and Vicksburg, making the return passage
in a fortnight, eight hundred miles each way ;
the many stoppages to deliver and receive cargo
in going down about equalizing the time to the
slower voyage against the stream in steaming
back. .
- A drive to the Lafayette Park resulted in an

enjoyable afternoon, the land and water being
laid out with more than usual eye to sylvan
effect. At length the trees had become fully
clothed in green, that well set off the brighter
erimson ” which, according to the Laureate, is
given by amorous springtide to the “robin’s
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breast ;” and the “wanton lapwing” was
exhibiting his “ other crest ” to decoy some
feathery mate of that ilk to vernal nuptial bliss.

The swans, storks, and other tamed birds were -

occupied at their nests upon their several islets,
safe from the disturbance of the transatlantic
school-boy ; and bands and fountains played, the
latter making by far the more agreeable music
this charming April day.

We left St. Louis with more regret than any
other city of our tour, it having offered an agree-
able surprise—being in many respects the most
satisfactory place we visited. The aspect of
such a thriving port in the centre of a continent
i8 unique.

The German population is very numerous and
well-to-do, and keeps up its own language,
churches, newspapers, and places of entertain-
ment. :

The Southern Hotel is not behind any in
Europe for any one thing excepting situation ;
and for grandeur, size, and comfort combined, i
not eclipsed on either continent. The Palace ab
San Francisco beats it for size, and the Windsor
at Montreal for luxurious elegance; but the other
three monstre hotels of the world—the Baldwin
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at San Francisco, and the Palmer House and
Grand Pacific at Chicago, do not excel it in any
material particular.




DAY TWENTY-FOUR.

We awoke amid the green wheat fields of
Missouri, and the rich black soil where yet the
coarse stubble of last year’s corn crop was only
partially succeeded by the new sowing which

takes place in May for autumn reaping. (The-

term “corn” is applied exclusively to maize or
Indian corn.) The wheat was thigh high, and
expectations of garnering by the middle of June
were indulged in. The rye was headed ; and
generally there were prospects of an early and
abundant harvest.

Trim farmsteads—mostly of wood—appeared
at long intervals ; and, less frequently still, small
prosperous-looking towns (beg pardon, cities)
came into'vi Broad rivers and ndiles of scrub
and forest varied the landscape. ' Most of the
cultivated patches were very rudely fenced and
had the stumps of the felled trees' of the primeval

woods rema
of the impl
ever-moving
coming all t

Most of u
and if we ce
seas and te.
good ; but w
borough, wl
with the pe

. year before,

reservoirs of
of the place
walk to the
town of an ¢
Sunday, for
over and se
for a change

Brunswicl
interest, as |
the centre P
our track fr
intended to
Council Blu
changed int
road, which




|

DAY TWENTY-FOUR. 91

woods remaining as impediments to the working
of the implements of the husbandman. The
ever-moving panorama was alone worth the
coming all the way from Europe to see.

Most of us are apt to stick to our old grooves,
and if we can get somebody else to go over the
seas and tell us about the other side, well and
good ; but we, we must go to Harrogate or Scar-
borough, where we can renew our acquaintance
with the people we met there last year, and the

 year before, and the year before that; and make

reservoirs of our stomachs for the nauseous waters
of the place. We take a bath in the morning,
walk to the station at train times, stroll up the
town of an evening, go to bed and wish it was
Sunday, for some of the people from home to come
over and see us. And we call this going away -
for a change, and having a grand time !
Brunswick, on the Missouri river, had a special
interest, as here a rail road crossed ours, forming
the centre point of the elongated figure 8 which
our track from Atlantic to Pacific and back was
intended to (and ultimately did) describe. At
Council Bluffs all passengers and baggage were

changed into the cars of the Union Pacific Rail (_

road, which was to take us a thousand and

Saioaad b e A 2 A e e
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thirty-three miles to Ogden in two and a half
days and two nights. Between Council Bluffs
and Omaha (four miles) we crossed the Missouri
river by a bridge three thousand yards long, and -
for the next twenty-four hours traversed the

State of Nebraska.
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Our course lay along the north bawk (or rathér
shore, for it was as flat as a pancake) of the
River Platte, as far as Cheyenne, where we
entered the territory of Wyoming, having seen
spreading prairies for the first time in something
like their vast nakedness and solitude. Settle-
ments and farms there were ; but, unlike those
left behind us, they seemed to be swallowed up
in the immensity of the boundless levels which
rolled off to the horizon like the sea. For forty
miles at one stretch was the railway as straight
as if drawn by a ruler. Herds of antelope were
feeding ; and “ villages,” as they call them, of
prairie-dogs broke the monotony of the plains.

- We saw trains of emigrant waggons, bound
Westward Ho, slowly drawn along by sturdy
mules. These caravans were the straggling

successors of the’ thousands of bullock-drawn
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waggons that wended in long trains up the course

the Platte in pre-rall road days, sometimes
for miles actually in the shallow water or dry
part of the bed of the stream.

Scores of skeletons of oxen, and some in less
advanced stages of decomposition (as many as a
dozen could be counted in as many minutes),
showed the small value of the carcases at this
distance from populous places ; neither skin,
horns, nor hoofs being removed. :

As an example of the mode of life up in these
reglons Cheyenne may be quoted. Its altitude
is six thousand and forty-one feet, and population
about as many souls as it is feet above the level
- of the sea. Endless and poor-looking prairies
surround it, and it looks as though snow
in winter and dust in summer would be its cHief
characteristics ; and its ostensible sources of in*
come supplying refreshments to travellers, and
+the carrying on of the waggon and locomotive
shops connected with the railway. The guide-
books dignify it with the following description :
“ Schools and churches are as numerous as
required, and society is more orderly and well-
regulated than in many western places. It also
boasts of a racecourse and some good ‘ steppers’;

and (mar
daily nev
To show |
“As late
roughs, g:
orgies ; m
rule rathe
until the
doings, a
which ca
characters
elevation,
left the ci

Toward
Omaha, b
first clouc
Mountain:
than snos
elevated
80 that th
white to
hundred a
“mountair
the train
winding i
keep the



ive

m:

DAY TWENTY-FIVE. 95

and (mark this, for six thousand people) /two
daily newspapers—the Leader and the Sun.”
To show how these “cities” have been founded :
“As lately as 1869 this place had her share of
roughs, gambling-hells, dance-houses, and wild
orgies ; murders by night and by day were the
rule rather than the exception. This lasted
until the business men of the place tired of such
doings, and a vigilance committee was formed
which caused several of the most desperate
characters to swing by a rope on some convenient,
elevation, and the others taking the hint quietly
left the city.”

Towards noon of this, the second day from
Omaha, being bright and clear, we caught the
first cloud-like sight of the snow-clad Rocky
Mountains (I use the term snow-clad rather
than snow-capped for we were already on an
elevated plateau almost in the region yf snow,
8o that the range of peaks which appeared was
white to its visible base). Pike’s Peak, a
hundred and seventy-five miles off, was the first
“mountain” which we saw. For thirty miles
the train climbed up jugged granite rocks,
winding in and out of the wooden sheds built to
keep the snow off the track, in a manner to
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rivet all attention. These * snow-sheds ” are
very numerous and of all lengths, up to that of
‘the most remarkable one, which is twenty-eight
miles long ! There are also fences—sometimes
four deep—erected in places where eddies of wind
have been proved to cause drifts which gp-
dangered the working of the line.

During the afternoon we: reached Sherman,
eight thousand two hundred and forty-two feet
above the sea (about the same height as the site

of the Hospice of St. Bernard), the highest

railway station in the world.

The cold was severe when you put your nose
out of the cosy, -heated car; but the sensation
was a new and delicious one, and must be a
novel experience to any traveller, no matter how
extended his previous journeyings may have
been—for it is railway travelling still, — This
kind of progress is to_be likened to a sea-voyage.
Oné™ shakes oneself down, unpacks books and
wraps in Pullman palace car, and pursues the
ordinary occupations and amusements of home.
Your meals are abundant, well-cooked and

served, and not hurried. The speed at any time

(out west) is not tiring, giving time to see well
the curious and interesting sights with which

the ¢
aboun
and ir

Ins
the in

follow
“folde

(West fron

Daily
Emigrant.

D Dy
St D b}
OOO.

720
805
820

westw:
eastwa




Wt of
ight
mes
vind

nan,
feet
site

hest -

n08e
tion
e a
how
1ave

)me.
and
;ime
well

hich

DAY TWENTY-FIVE.

97

the country through which you are passing
abounds, and withal the air is singularly fresh

and invigorating.

-

Instancing the frequency of the stoppages and
the information a.ﬁ'ord,ed, by the time-tables, the
following is an extract from the U.P.R.R. Co.’s

“folder.”
'West from Omaha. 2 East from
g California.
v g §9| OmabaTime [Elevation| ——
IR 1 (sl
5 B ¥ s - =
PM P.M, > PM AM.,
520 | 343 | b49 Sherman 8,242 | 123 |7:00
620 | 408 | 555 Tie Siding 7,985 | 1-00 (625
6:50 | 425 | 558 Harvey 7,857 [12:10 | 6:00
720 | 443 | 564 Red Buttes 7,336 [12:30 | 535
805 | 510 | 570 | Fort Sanders | 7,163 |12:12 |2:57
820 | 520 | 573 Laramie. 7,123 11205 | 445

It will be noticed that for trains going

westward,, read downwards ; for trains going
eastward, read upwards.
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During the night we passed over the second
of the nine ridges of the Great Rocky Mountain
regions which we hatl to encounter, and at
Creston were at the dividing chain in the
western half of the Continent ; the waters
from the mountains here running in opposite
directions—those to the west turning ultimately
southward and entering the Gulf of California
as the Colorado River, and those to the east

_emptying themselves finally into the Gulf of

Mexico from the mighty Mississippi. Some
writers assert that the eastward waters find
their way into the Pacific, and that this range is
not the “ divide,” but this is not correct.

) We passed a strange train that was shunted
in a siding to allow us to pass, viz. :—seventeen
trucks of oysters, bound from the shores of the
Atlantic to the Pacific coast for “ planting.”
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At Green River, where we breakfasted, were
collieries in the desert, a valuable property of
the Railway Company, supplying excellent coal
for their engines, and enabling them to sell to

- the Central Pacific R. R. Co., and also to send

to customers as far off as San Francisco.

The stoppages at the two hundred and fifty
stations were lengthy, and the whole journey
very leisurely, occupying six days and nights
from ocean to ocean, whereas it could be done in
four to four and a half. Doubtless the through.
traffic and that between the great centres is not
sufficient to support a fast train each way daily,
and so what is termed the “express” serves a
local traffic which is no doubt remunerative, and
also renders the travelling for through passengers
more interesting and possibly less fatiguing than
a mere flash across the continent.

There was a car full of soldiers on our train
going to assist in putting down the Indians who
were “troublesome” in Arizona, and as the
Major who was with them told us it cost five
white men to “quell” one Indian, there was
some reason for the lack of martial glee among
the braves bound upon this inglorious errand.

The table-land continued barren, and although
I
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the snow had here not all gone, and the ground
was still moist with the melting of it, the warm
sun had so far failed to cause any green grass to
appear. We learnt that even in the most
favoured parts of the continent very little
greenness ever refreshes the eye, for the blazing
heat of summer succeeds so rapidly upon the
shooting up of the grasses, that all becomes
brown in a very brief space of time. When
such expressions as “rich pasturage ” are used
they must not be understood as indicating an
.appearance of richness, such as that of an Irish
or even English meadow, but a nutritious self-
made hay, of great value to the rearers of stock,
but not pretty to look upon.

In this elevated district. it was difficult to
imagine what the thousands of sheep could be
eating, but near observation showed that there
was a scanty brown herbage, between the bushes
of sage-brush, that afforded them pasturage.
Farther on we passed into a region of utter
desolation, where the lack of moisture and the
prevalence of alkali—which covered the face of
the earth like dirty snow—debarred the pos-
sibility of any vegetation whatever, excepting
the pertinacious and useless sage-brush—a poor-
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Jooking scentless shrub not unlike the fragrant
-plant from which it doubtless derives its name.
These deserts being part of the large propor-
tion of uncultivated land which the Bostonians
boasted of as yet to contribute to the prosperity
of the export trade, our near acquaintance with
them considerably improved our education as to
American resources, commenced at the hands of
our good New England friends.
Fellow-travellers belonging to the locality,
who had tried all parts of the States in turn,
said that crass ignorance prevailed in the East,
and among membeps of Congress, as to the
capabilities of the western states and territories;
which, with the exception of parts of California
and Texas, already supported as many people as
could find subsistence. Glib talk as to irrigation
from artesian wells in regions such as this was
impracticable nonsense ; the absence of rivers
proving how little moisture was to be squee
out of the rocks and gravelly formation. Wit}
a rainfall of only three inches per annum, as in
Nevada, what could be expectéd as the result
of attempts to grow cereals ? KEven the in-
habitants of Utah were compelled to leave their
comfortably established territory to séek, in
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numbers, other grounds, their land havi

already more population than could be sup-

ported—chiefly through the want of water.
The Government put too high a price upon land
“out west.” It would not pay anybody to buy
it for cattle or sheep runs. To have to pay
rates on it, it was not worth a cent an acre.
The result was that men planted themselves
down rent-free to rear cattle, and then sheep-
men would come and edge them off ; and so a
perpetual warfare was going on, culminating
often in outrage and murder. This state of
things, said a shrewd settler, could be remedied
by the Government giving up the expectation
of selling lands for wheat-growing that would
never do, it, and granting reasonable leases of
large tracts for cattle and sheep runs. This
would result, as in Australia, in the land being
taken up for its le$itimate purpose, pasturage ;
and the lessees would arrange for the rearing
and watering of their stock, as animals could
travel to where the little water was, whereas
crops could not, even if there was soil sufficient
to grow them in.

To north and south we still carried with us
the snowy peaks of the never-ending “Rockies,”
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/

" and admired their fantastic outlines against the

perpetual blue sky.

At Eyanston (just half way between the
Missouri river and the ocean—nine hundred
and fifty-seven miles from each) we first saw
the Heathen Chinee in his numbers, the waiters
at the refreshment room being Celestials ; and
we learnt that the adjacent coal mines, turning
out two thousand tons daily, gave employment
to eight hundred Chinamen.

The afternoon was spent in threading the
Echo and Weber Caiions (pronounced Canyons),
the road winding through all their devious
turnings, while rock-ribbed mountains rose to a
fearful height to right and left. Emerging from
these grim battlements of cliff, we entered Salt
Lake Valley, and changing cars at Ogden, took
a branch line to Salt Lake City, arriving there
in time for supper, and early to bed.
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DAY TWENTY-SEVEN.

At the Continental Hotel, we found in the
visitors’ book, “T. R. Richards, Special Corres-
pondent, Tenant Farmers' Advocate, England.”
Doubtless Mr. R. was having a fine time of it
around here “gollecting information.” Another
more imporé}, entry in the book was the
arrival that\day of General-Sherman, Com-
mander-in-Chief of the army of the United
States, accompanied by his daughter, General

Poe, and Major Morrow, aide-de-camp. They

had been through Texas, New Mexico, Arizona,

and California. The General said that the

army knew nothing about Indian matters until
hostilities occurred and then it was powerless to
do much, because the Indians got out of the way
- by the time the troops were notified and ready
for action. He favoured the entire manage-
ment of Indian affairs being placed in the hands

of the army.
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The Mormon capital is well laid out. There
are two hundred and sixty blocks, each one-
eighth of a mile square, sub-divided into eight
lots, each containing an acre and a half. Trees
and running water line each street, and almost
every lot has an orchard of pear, plum, peach,
and apple trees. The houses are mostly of one
storey, with separate entrances where the pro
prietor has more than one wife. To the north
the mountains are close up to the city, while to
the south are a hundred miles of plains, beyond
which rise, clear cut and grand, the grey range
whose peaks are covered with perpetual snow,
The mountains immediately around the:place

.are also almost always snow-capped, so that the

hot and dusty valley is very much relieved by
the sight of encompassing walls of white, and
by the supply of irrigation water therefrom. It
is a beautiful site for a thriving city, and is
surrounded by a country rare in the elements of
wealth, could the people all work for a commor
end. . But the continual resistance of the stand-
still Mormons to the go-ahead Gentiles is keep-
ing the place behind. There are still eighteen
thousand followers of the Prophet out of a total
population of twenty-one thousand, but at last
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the United States Governnient are taking steps
to remove this blot of polygamy from the
territory, and if President Taylor, the present
head of the Church, is wise in time he will
receive a “revelation” and declare to his people
- that no more plural marriages will be solemnized.
‘We were informed that there was not an honest
Mormon, man or woman, who did not feel
polygamy a disgrace and a shame. The proof
was found in the actions of plural wives and their
children. ‘Whenever a second, third, or fourth
wife could, she passed off as the first wife, and
their children claimed, whenever possible, to be
the offspring of the real, the first, wife.

The electric light and telephone were in full
swing here, there being between two and three
hundred subscribers connected with each other
by the Telephonic Exchange in this far-away
community, and new electric light works were
projected in competition with those already
supplying the city with illumination.

The Tabernacle came on for early inspection.
An erection whose highest inside elevation is
sixty feet, and covered by an elongated dome
possessing the acoustic properties of a huge

whispering gallery. At its farther end, two
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eps hundred and fifty feet from the speaker, we
the could hear the faintest whisper, and a pin
ent dropped into a hat caused rather more sound to
will reach us than if we had been close beside it. ~
ple Upon askmg the janitor if the effect was :
red. mterfered with when the full seated con- A
\est gregation of twelve thousand persons were |
feel present, he replied, “Not at all, excepting by |
roof the noises the people themselves make ; that |
heir | ‘ which makes it good makes it bad, for every |
rth cough and rustling of dress is as distinctly heard | ! |
and as the preacher’s voice.’ b
L e Twenty large doors, openmg outwards, afford { |

exit for the vast assemblage of worshippers in a '
full minute and a half.
\ree The attendant had an unmistakeable Tyne- *
her | side accent, and he admitted to Newcastle
way birth, and an ardent belief in Mormonism. 4 |
rere Whilst engaged at the entrance-lodge in
ady choosing some photographs, I overheard the

following interesting colloquy between one of
ion. our party and the hoary-headed fellow-smner
1 is in charge.
»me Our Pa.rty—“ I hear by your accent you are ¥
ngg a Scotchma.n

HHF.S. (his manners evidently not im

GLSRA
L b < S ]
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proved by residence in Zion)—*I would rather
be a Scotchman than an Englishman, anyhow.” -

“ How long have you been a Mormon ?’

“I preached in Scotland for thirty-three
years, and have been here four years. Every
man must be a preacher or he cannot go to
heaven. That is, he must make known that
which is revealed to him.”

“Do you believe in Jesus Christ ?”

“We are the only people who do properly.”

“ But He had no wives.” |

“ How do you know that ?”

“It is not in the Bible.”

“ Many things are true that are not in the
Bible, so long as they are not contradictory to
it. God has made revelations to His people in
all ages. Jesus could not have gone back to
His Father unless He had had three wives.”

“ How is that ?”

“ Because three is the quorum ; so it has
been revealed in these latter days.”

“ But how about us, who also believe the
Bible, and do not hold with polygamy #”

“God is merciful, and if you have not had
revelations to the contrary you may be saved.” .
There was mo getting over this and we were
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fain to leave the old man in his paradise of
security. Who shall say that his ardent faith
will not be accounted unto-lim for righteous-
ness *? :

Being told by this worthy that it was the
correct thing for all tourists to pay their
respects to “the President,” we made for his

. residence, and sent in our pasteboard. A
" splendid mansion, truly, equalled only by that

hard-by, erewhile inhabited by the Prophet,
Brigham Young. Intending to have it out
with, this High Priest, Taylor, as to how he
reconciled his conscience with this sort of thing
and so forth, we were quite disarmed on be-
holding the benignant old gentleman who
shook us heartily by the hand and bade us
welcome to Utah. Surely anything that he
believed must be right, and we had to content
ourselves with. congratulating him upon the
growth of his community, hoping his wives
were well, and bidding him good day. He
vouchsafed the information ‘that he was an
Englishman, and had been thirty-five years at
Zion, having come with the first saints who
set foot amongst the Indians, who had always
behaved well in return for the kindly treatment
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accorded to them. The india,ns he said, were
very badly used in the parts where they made
reprisals. /

We here saw our first Indians, who looked
orderly and happy enough, and having visited
the never-to-be-completed Temple, and other
institutions connected with the languishing
creed, we pursued our way back to Ogden,
where we took the Central Pacific Railroad for
our eight hundred and thirty-three miles ride
to San Francisco.

Having sent home by post some of the fore-
going account of our visit to the Mormon
metropolis for insertion in a provincial news-
paper, the following letter commenting upon
the observations contained therein appeared in
the columns of the journal in question :

« MORMONISM AND POLYGAMY.” .
“T70 THE EDITOR OF THE ‘—— STAR:..

“ S1r,—The article which appeared in your |

issue of Saturday last, by a correspondent writ-
ing from Salt Lake City, containing a description
of that Mecca of the so-called Latter Day
Saints, together with an account of somé of
their-customs, seems to have ‘ fetched . friend
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of mine residing in Lancashire. who is a ‘convert,’
and who has written me in highly indignant
terms anent the article in question. My
correspondent admits that the description of Salt
Lake City, as given in the Star, is perfectly
correct—in fact, wonderfully so, seeing that
the writer of it sojourned there but one day.
But the sentence in the article of your
American correspondent which rouses his
ire more than all the rest is that which states
that ‘there is not an honest Mormon, man or
woman, who does not feel that polygamy is a
disgrace and a shame.” My friend declares that
he is acquainted with more than one person who
being the child of a second, third, fourth or even
fifth wife, as the case may be, is rather proud of
this circumstance than otherwise. As to the

. women being ashamed of polygamy, he says—
~ *Ican produce letter written by a polygamous

wife to her son who is on a mission to England,
in which she reminds him, in earnest and
beautiful la.nguage of the duty her son owesdo
his religion, &c.” My correspondent goes on to
say—We publish in Sa.lt Lake City a journal
entitled “The Women’s Exponent,” whose object
and aim is to defend the rights of the women of




112 A SCAMPER THROUGH AMERICA.

' :
Utah and the woman-world. This paper is
edited by a woman, and is contributed to solely
by women who have entered polygamy many
years ago and still remain in it, and the subject-
matter of the articles is invariably in advocacy
of plural marriages.’
‘I may mention that I have myself had long
conversations with my Lancashire friend with
reference to the tenets of Mormonism, and with-
out wishing to be considered by your readers an
ardent sympathiser with this singular body of
people, I can assure them that there is ‘more
in it’ than most people are aware of.—I
remain, &c., J.S.”
Such adyocacy—or palliation—will deceive
few outside of “Zion.” Polygamy should be
stamped out’asthe plague. Successive eminent
writers—male and female—in their desire to
avoid being narrow-minded, have dealt far too
gently with Mormonism.
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At daybreak we were at the head of the
Humboldt Valley, the course of which, and the
river of the same name, we followed all day.
Ushered in by a heavy snowstorm at an
altitude of five thousand feet, the day im-
proved to a bright but cold one. The partly
cloud-hidden Humboldt Mountains on either
side at one time closed in upon our track, and
at others receded ten to twenty miles. Again
the two walls would threatened to come to-
gether ere we could gain an outlet, the rivet
foaming at our feet, tossed from side to side of
the gorge by immense boulders inteicepting its
course, and wasting its fury in vain attempts to
break away its prison walls.

Appearances at some points of this mountain
range indicate that at one time it has had spurs
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of the waters of the river, until some mighty
convulsion of nature rent the solid barriers
asunder and formed passages for the roaring
cascades which wash the bases of the cliffs—
here five hundred to a thousand feet high.
Some of the rifts are plainly water-worn, and
not caused by volcanic action; for fine layers
of sand appear between beds of gravel showing
where the water settled and the sediment
rested.

There are, however, also ample proofs of
volcanic activity in byegone ages. At Wells
station we got out and examined one of the
springs or wells (of which there are about
twenty). Water was raised from the one
which we inspected for the tanks to feed the
locomotives. These curious holes would not be
seen excepting for the circles of rank grass around
them. They are from five to six feet across,
and nearly round, looking more like artificial
wells than natural springs, and we looked for
the heaps of soil that might have been thrown
up when the well was “built” (as the
Americans say). But no human digger had
surk that well. The water, slightly brackish,

slowly coming to the surface, sipes off throufb
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bty | the loose sandy soil of the valley. Soundings
il had been taken to a great depth, and the report
ring was that no bottom had been found. We
s swallowed this piece of information with the
\igh assistance of a drop of the salty waters and
e doubted not that we looked upon the crater of
yers a volcano long since extinct, which had thrown
wing up the lava largely composing the surrounding
o face of the country, which lay about in rough
blocks and in a pulverised state.

5 of Huge pieces of granite and sandstone,
Nells ghattered and thrown about in wild confusion,
£ the were also some of the reminders of the time
ik wh(?n desolation and chaos reigned supreme ;
. calling forth the reflection that there are other
1 the ways of employing the mind than in mines,
B mills, merchandise, and money. Verily, there
odil 18 a God mightier than Mammon, among whose
i works the seeker after knowledge may well
t,iﬁciai employ a portion of that precious talent, time,
4 for which is allotted to him !

kel After passing Be-o-wa-we station (literally—
A the gate) we observed, about eight miles to the

r had

south, jets and columns of steam rising in a line
from a barren hill-side. From this line boiling

e “f muddy sulphuric water descended, des;lating
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everything in its course, and escaping through
the bogs of the plains.

Before night we skirted Humboldt Lake, into
which the river empties itself. The newspapers
had just recorded that the lake was fuller than
bad ever been known. This sheet of water, and
Carson Sink (which is joined to it, excepting in
summer) have, like the neighbouring smaller
lakes, puzzled generations of enquirers. They
have no visible outlets, and yet large rivers are
discharged into them. Theories as to under-
ground channels are becoming discredited,
actual experiment having demonstrated ithat
the evaporation in summer is equal to six inéhes
per day. The sun is so powerful on these lava
plains in the( hot season that the water
evaporates quickly after it escapes from the
cooling shadow of the hills. In the humid
atmosphere of the greater part of the year the
evaporation is reduced to a minimum, and
therefore the water then covers a larger area.

- A dreary desert is this expanse of hundreds
of miles of lava and clay, each of which sub-
stances is as destitute of support for vegetable
life as the other. No green thing meets the eye

as it roams over the thousands of acres covered
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with dirty-white alkali. The sun’s rays fall
glaringly upon the barren scene ; burning and
witheripg and crushing out any attempt of
Nature to introduce life. It has been contended
that irrigation would render the country pro-
ductive, but credible informants asserted that
the experiment had been well tried with no
encouraging results.

Onward we sped,