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Eulogy.

THEIolbwitgeulo;yonthelifeofll.w.BmherDr.l.w.
Powell, prepared by M. W. Brother E. B. Paul, was, in
1the absence of the latter, read by the Grand Secretary :

“The man who without blemish performs his duty as 2

man. a subject. a hushand and a father.”

These opening wornds of the “ldeal of a Freemason™ in
our Installation Ceremony are singularly appropriate as a
summary of the character of onr late Brother Powell, whaose
death, since the last Communication of Grand Lodge. is

mourned by not only the friends and Brethren whoe had the

also by all Freemasons in

privileze of his acquaimtance. by
Iiritish Columbia who know the farge part he played in the
carly history of this Grand Lodge.

The life of Brother Powell may be very properly deseribed
as a lie of service—service to Canada. service to Diritish
Columbia, service to Freemasonry, and, last, thongh not least,

service to his familv and riend<.  To few men who have

1"

reached, as Brother Powell did, the ripe age of seventyveei
= -

1 the evening of their Tives, the satisiaction

e

ars, 1s granted,

back to a hie il of work for his

oved by lim o looks

fellow men—work erowned by snccessinl achievement.

Coming to the Colony: of Vanconver Island in a8, he

was largely instrumental in securing the un of that C

with the Colomy om the Mamland, his policy bheing the concen-
tration of small anits o one powerind whole,  This poiicy
was mantfested agam when, with all his g, he advocated

the mclusion of British Columbaa in the Comfederatiom o1 the

Provinces of Canada, and the ereatwn of the Dominvn of

wada. That policy was at the time very anpopmlar in the




City of Victoria.  Bug anpopularity did not deter Dr. Powell
from doing what he considered his duty, azid he lived 1o see

the canse he had advocated trivmph, and its opponents con-

verted to the perception of the benefit and grandenr of the
resnii.

Adfter 1871, the efforts Dro Powell had made on behali of

Confederation and his standing in the community were recog-
nized by his warm personal iriend, Sir Joln A Maredonald,
who offered him a1 Senatorship.  This, owing 1o the time
amnually involved. and the consequent negiect of private
interests entailed thereby. he conld not afford to acceprz bt

i 1 'remier. he became

1872, at the request of the Canadi

Superintendent of Indian Affairs in the Province. in which

capacity. and as Indian Keserve Commnssioner. he remained

until 1800, \ny one familiar with the history of Indian affairs

will appreciate the difficnlties incident 1o the settlenaent of the

whole gquestion of T wls as hetween the Provinee and
ithe Dominton, and the Indian Commissioner’s share in this

was necessarily a very imnsortant and responsible one. The

present satisfactory state of Indian affairs i B.CL inclading
the svstem of industrial schools, is 100 large extent dne o

A\nother matter i which he took an inttiative part was in
mducing the Canadian Pacific Railway 1o extend its line from
fort Mewudy 1o Granville, now Vanconver City, making the
latter s real termmus,  In this he was assoctted with Major

Dapent. and the late David Oppenhemer. whe jormed the

Vanconver Improvement Company, and  wh o were maimiy

msirnmental w the Provincial Gonernment o assist

r:

Iy a grant of land in Sonth Vo

Con v

The alwwe-mentioned services of Brother Powell 10 the

Dominien and the Provinee serve to sllustrate the abiling and




energy which he hronght to bear in many directions of public
activity. and the snecess that attended all his efforts.

His Masonic career was equally brilliant.  Tie was raised
a Master Mason in Figin Lodge. Noo 348 G.R. Scotland,
Montreal. at the age of 210 in 1838, In 1801 he was installed
as Waorshipial Master of Erie Lodge. Noo 1309, GR. Canada.
He afhiliated with Vanconver Lodge, Noo 4210 GUR. Scotland,
in November. 1802, and was installed Worshipinl Master of
that Ladge in December of that vear.  Five vears later he
was appointed Right Worshipinl Provincial Grand Master of
British Columbia by the Grand Master Mason of Scotland in

1807, and held that high office 1l 1871,

This is not the place to discnss in deiail the steps that led
to the formation of the Grand Lodge of British Colambia,
Suffice 1t i< 1o say that Right Worshipinl Brother Powell,
deeming the time ripe for that consummation. bronght his
ability and energy 1o the task, and with the assistance of
other distinguished DBrethren, succeeded i the formation of
1 which

this Waorshipial Body. of which we are al! proud.

is the best monument to our late Brother. Elected first Grand
Master in 871, he continned 1o hold that office for three vears
O s retirement, he virtnally abandoned active service in
the Craft: but, antil the last, he preserved the kindest feeling

towards Freemasons and Freemasonry, and never relaxed his

mterest in the affairs of his Lodge.

This briei account of the carcer of Most Warshipiul
itrother Powell will give the Brethren of Grand Lodge some
wdea of the wonderind energy that he bronght to hear on many
matters affecting the interests of his comntry and of Free-
masonry. Dt this sketeh would be cold and incomplete if
it did not attempt 1o portray the beantiful personality of onr

helowved and distingnished Brother,




No one who ever came in contact with him could resist
his bright, sunny disposition and the kindness and courtesy
with which he invariably treated acquaintances and iriends.
In his own home he was an ideal host, and his numerons

iriends can look back with pleasure to happy evenings spent

at Oakdene. and v ith a fecling of sadness that never again in
this world will they hear his cheeriul voice. or see his bright,
vouthiul-looking face.

In the latter vears of hic life a great calamity, which

would have wrecked the happiness of a less spiritnal-minded
man. threw a shadow on the life of Brother Powell. Owing
w0 an affection of the eves. he gradually lost his power of
vision. and. for some time hefore his death, he lived in material
darkness.  Dut that calamity. great as it was, only served o
bring into greater relief his beautiind character. which was
not dependent on external blessings, but which was buoyved
up by his strong spiritnality.  Few men have horne a heavy
cross with more fortitude.  The same high, almost bovish,
<pirits that characterized him before he lost his sight com-
tinned after he was plunged in darkness. His only dear was
that he might be a sonrce of tronble to his family. 1o whom he
always was a pattern hushand and father and by whom he
wias looked np to and adored as such.

Shortly before his death he celebrated the fifticth anni-
versary of his marriage with the gracions lady to whose com-
fort and support through that Tong period e owed <o much.

Our Brother was so delighted with the letiers of congratula-

tion he received on that occasion that we may thank Gaod that

he and Mrs, Powell were spared for that erowning feficity.
Our Brother was huried. at his own desire. according to

the ritual of the Craft, the Most Worshipinl Grand Master

officiating. and officers and members of Grand Lodze attend-
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ing in great numbers.  The Masonic pall-bearers consisted of
six P'ast Grand Masters, while the honorary pall-bearers
included the Lientenant-Governor of British Columbia, the
Premier, and other men of distinction in the community—ali
wishing to testify by their presence to the love and respect in

which they held him.

As the funeral procession passed Oakdene. in which our
Prother had so long made his home, the Drethren bared their
heads in mute salutation, all of them thinking of the sorrowial
family now left withont their loving head. and praying that
The Most High would especially comfort the bereaved lady
who was then secing her loved one being borne to his last
resting-place.  The bright sunshine of that day may be taken
as emblematical of the brilliant light with which our First
Grand Master was henceforth to be surrounded in that Grand
Lodge Above, where there 15 no more darkness. and where he
will forever enjoy the blessings of Light.

Let me die the death of the righteous and let my last end

be like his.”

SO MOTE 1T BE.




