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FOR ORIVATE CIRCULAT-1-ON ONLY.

THE -BURDEN- OF IrIME0.

Before the seas and mounfiains were Érought forth,

I reigned. I hung the universe in space,

I capped earth% poles with ice to Sonth and North,

And set the moving tides their bounds ancl place.

I smoothed the granite mountains wil my hand,

My flugers gave the continents their.form

IPrent the heavens and loosed upon the ]and

The fury of the wh'rlwind and the storin.

I stretched the dar- sea like a nether s-y

Fronting the stars betweerr the ice-clad zones

gave the deep his thunder; theMost Hikh 0

Knows výell the voice that shakes Ris mcÇntain thrones.

1 trod the ocean caxerns black as night

And silent as the bounds of 0'uter space,

And where great peaks rose darkly towards the light

1 planted life to root-and grow-a>,tee.



Fr rte LA NOE PO E TA Y,

Then through a stillness deeper than the ûave's-,

The coral spires rose slowly, one by one,

Until the white shafts pierced the upper waves

And shone like silver in the tropie sun.

1 ploughed with glaciers down the mountain glen,

'And graved the iron shbre with streain and t-ide;

I gave the bird ber nest, the lion his den,

The snàke lotid jungle-grass wherein to bide.

In lonelygorge and over hill and plain,

1 sowed the giant forests of the world

The gTeat earth like a huîman beart in pain

Has"quivered with the meteors I have hui-I»cl."

I plunged whole continents beneath the deep

And left thein sepulchered a million years

I called, and Io, the drowned lands rose froin sleel),

Sundering the waters of the hemisphere.s.

1 ain the Lord and Arbiter of man;

I hold and crush between my finger tips

Wild hordes thli drive the desert caravan,

Great natioùs that go down, to, sea in ships.
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In sQvereign scorn 1 tread the-races down,

As each its puny destipy fulfils,

On -plain and island, or where huge cliffs frown,

Wrapt in the deep thought of the aùcient hills.

The w(ild sea searches vainly round the lan&

For those proud fleets niy arin has swept away;

Vainly the wind along the desert sand

Calls the-great names of kings who once beld sway.

-Yea Nineveh and Babylon the great

'Aie fallerr-like ripe ears at harvest-tide,

I set my heel 1-ipon their pomp and state

The people's serfcioni and the monarch's pride.

One doom waits all-art, speech, law, gods and nien,

Forests and inountains, stars and shinino- san,-0 ý> >
The hand that made them--shall unmake again,

10
I curse theni and they,%vither one by oné.

Waste altars, tombs, dead cities where nien trod-

Shall roll through space upon the darken'ed globe,

Till I myself be overthrown and God

cast off creation like an otitvorn robe.

FREDERICK GEORGE SCOTT.

Quebee, 1898.


