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As often asT have read in tl.Jefa‘n_na,l# of the ‘e'a‘.fly settlers - o . !.

of New England the pathetic words, “Carried'captive to Can- ‘

ada Whence they came not back,” ] have longed to know the - H

fate of the ,cgp_t‘;fives.’ The wish has become:a purpose, and. B

. I have b'téken _u‘pon"r'n‘ys‘élf a m.i_-ss.io'n to open the door for o
o S "théir"retu’r,n._ I o Do v §
' ’ It is just fifty years since .'th‘a.-iﬁnd(_efatigablé Antiquary,

Mr. Samuel G. Drake, published at Boston his “Tragedies of -

e  the 'WiIderness.’:' "I offer these narrativesasa modest sequel
- ' to'the work of my illustrions predecessor. = A.B.
. Cambridge, Mass, - o e, '

" March, 1 897.
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.as yet no ken
- noble to see; a wise man, and moderate in all things.”

"CHRISTINE OTIS.

A ROMANCE OF - REAL LIFF ON THE FRONTIER AS T()LD
1IN TRHE RECORDS.

INTRODUC'I ON. |

The magnlﬁcent obelisks of Central Amenca lay crumbling -
to decay-in the thickets of Yucatan. The mines of the Mound .
Builder were deserted and silent. The eagle screamed un- -

‘disturbed in the homes of the Cliff Dweller e

A race who possessed no traditions of these old 01v111zatlons
held the soil of North America, whet, from Greenland poured -
down a horde of those Norse pirates, whose name from tinie -~ |
immemorial had beena terror to every land. The story of = -
the first meeting-of the white man‘and the red man on our
shores is an. interesting one. Let us read it from the sagas
of the Northmen. They will be apt to tell it ﬂatteringly to
themselves. ' ’

In the year of our Lord 9go,. Le1f the Lucky, son of Erlc the
Red, spent the winter in Vinland,—wherever that may be,—
whether Nantucket, Narragansett, or Nova Scotia, we have
“Leif was a mickle man and stout, most

Apparently hehad no encounter with. the natives. Whet‘her
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6. TRUE STORIES OF NEW ENGLAND CAPTIVES.

‘his mickleness, or his moderation ‘a:nd ﬁvi:sdom’, vhavd ahything -
¢ to do ‘with this, the chronicler saith not. - Now there was
great talk about Leif's Vinland voyage, and Thorvald, his

brother, thought the land had been too little explored. Then

said Leif to Thorvald, “Thou shalt go with my Shlp, brother '

if thou wilt to Vinland.”

’ So in 1002, Thorvald and hlS men came to leand to Leif’ s-’
*‘booths, and dwelt in peace there.that winter. ‘In the summer

they sent the long boat along to the westward to explore.

. On-the island they found a corn-shed of wood. More works
. of men they found not, anid they went back to Leif’s booths -
.in the fall. “After that they coasted into the mouths of firths

that were nearest to them.....and to a headland that
stretched out, and they saw upon the sands within the head-

land three heights. They went thither, and saw there three

skin boats and three men under each. Then they divided

- the people and laid hands on them all except one, that got
" off with his boat. . They killed these eight, and then went
back to the headland, and saw in the firth some heights, and-

thought they were dwellings.  Then came from the firth in-

numerable skin boats and made towards them.” Thorvald °

said, “We will set up our battle shields, and guard ourselves
as best we can, but fight but little.” So they did, and the

Skraelings: shot .at them for a while, but they fled, each as

fast as he could.” Thorvald was killed. - .
Karlsefni came next, “And this agreement made he with

his seamen : that they should have even handed all that they

should get in the way of goods. They bore out to sea .

‘and came to Leif's booths hale and-whole. . .. :. _After the‘

first winter came the summer,.....then they saw appear

the Skraelings, and there came from out the wood a great "
number of men. At the roaring of Karlsefni’s bulls the

Skraelings were frightened and ran off with their bundles.

These were furs and sable skms and skm wares of al] kinds.

.
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Karlsefni had the doors of the booths guarded Then the .

- Skraelings took down their bdgs and opened’ them and of- -
- -fered them for sale, and wanted weapons. for them. Buit

Karlsefni forbade them to sell weapons. . He took this plan:
fie bade the women brm out their dairy stuff, and no sooner
had they seen that than”they would have that and nothing

‘more. Now this-was the way the bkraehngs traded: they"
“bore off their wares in their stomachs; but Karlsefni and his
-companions had their bags and their s]gg:f wares, and so they

parted. ... .. Karlsefni then had post§ drwen strongly about

. his booths, and made all complete

“Next winter the Skraelings. came again, and were more

‘than before, and they had the same wares. Then Karl-

sefni said to the women, ‘Now bring forth the same food that
was-most liked betore,and no other.”. And when they saw it,
they.cast their bundles in over the fence. ‘But one of them

‘being killed by one of Karlsefni’s men, they all fled in haste,

and left their garments and wares behind. ‘Now,’ said

- Karlsefni,* I think they will come for the third time in anger,
~and with many men. It was done as Karlsefm had said,

.. ...there was a battle and many of the Skraelings fell.” o
The whole story of the dealings of the white man with the
red man is here in a nutshell. Thorvald goes ashore with

“his company. “Here it is fair,” he cries, “and here would I -

like to raise my dwelling,"’ but seeing upon the sands three
boats, and three men under each, “this iron-armed and stal-
wart crew,”’—thirty broad-breasted Norsemen, lay hands upon

" the helpless nine and kill them. One escapes to tell the tale.
-A fight ensues, and Thorvald pays the penalty of his mis- -

deeds. The savage has felt the power of the white man’s

‘weapons. He covets. them. He. comes the next year to
 Karlsefni: with sable skins ... ..and wants weapons in ex-
_ change Karlsefni wisely refuses. The women bring out .

‘the dairy stuff, and the simple savages trade. “They bear
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8  .TRUE STORIES OF NEW ENGLAND CAPTIVES.'

‘off their wares in tlieir‘ sto'machs""‘ But Karlsefni - had

their bags, and their precious 'skin wares.. So they: part.

_The booths are palisaded. Winter brings the hungry savage
once moare to the white man's door.- With reckless generos- -

ity he throws his‘bundles in over the palisade. Supplied

" with food in return, he is going peacefully away, when, for -
. mere pastime, he is felled to the earth—killed -by  one of
Karlsefni's men. His followers flee. - They - comev back. _

There is a battle and many of them fall.

N

Here we might rest the case of the red man versus the

white man. ‘But the evidence is cumulative against the lat-

ter: Columbm has 1eft us an account of his reception by the g

“Indians,” as. he names them. Native and Spaniard were an
equal surprise to each other. The savage thought that the

ships of the strangers were huge birds, that had borne these
wonderful beings down from heaven onm ‘their great, white.

wings. . They were “friendly and gentle” to the new comers;
Columbus gave them colored caps, beads and hawks bells,
in exchangel for twenty-pound balls of cotton yarn, great

" numbers of tame parrots and tapioca cakes. - He coasted abotut

the island in the ship’s boat, and some of the natives swam

_ after him, while others ran along on the shore, tempting him
with fruits and fresh water to land. He speaks of them al- °

ways as decorous, temperate, peaceful, honest, generous and

hospitable. “The) are very simple and honest,” he says,
~“and exceedingly liberal with all that they have, none of

them refusing anything he may possess, when asked for it,
but on the contrary inviting us to ask them. They exhibit
great love towards all others in preference to themselves;

- they also give objects of great value for trifles, and content -

themselves with little or nothmg in return. ... .. A sailor

~ received for a leather strap as much gold as was worth three
golden nobles,' .. ... they bartered like idiots, cotton and

3 1A noble is about $I 60.

AL
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gold, for fragments of bows, glasses, bottles and jars; which
1 forbade, as being unjus pd myself gave them many beau-
tiful and acceptable artic .. ... taking nothing from them
- im return. ... .. They practlce no kind of idolatry, but have =
_ a firm belief that-all strength, and all power and all good .
. - thingsare in heaven, and that I had descended thence. . ... .-
. Nor are they slow or stupid, butof vety clear understanding.

..... I took-some Indians by force from -the first. island

I came to. .:...These men are still travelling with me,

and they continue to entertain the idea that I have” de:

“scended from heaven, and on our arrival at any new place' o
_they cry out'to the other Indians, ‘Come and look upon be-
ings of a celestial race,” upon which men, women and children

. ~=would come out in throngs to see us,—some bi‘inging”
food, others drink, with astomshlng affection and kindness.”

On-every voyage_Columbus carried back to Spaln men; -

women and children taken by force from their homes.  Worse
than that, he farmed out these poor.children of the forest to
the indolent Spanish colonists of Hayti, and they died by
hundreds from~ill treatment and overwork. ~Worst of all, to

- satisfy Spanish avarice, he sent great numbers of them to be-

sold as slaves in Spain for the benefit of that kingdom.

In 1498, Sebastian Cabot carried to King Henry the Seventh .
‘three savages as trophiesof his dlscoverles in North' America:

France had her share of the spoils. In 1524, John Verra-

~ zano, in his ship the Dolphin, reached the shore of Carolina.
- Fires were burning along the coast and the savages crowded
.. to the beach making signs of welcome. The French were in

want of water and tried to land, but the surf was too high.

*'A sailer, carrying bells and other trifles, leaped overboard

from the boat. His courage failed and he threw the trinkets
towards the natives. The waves tossed him back upon the
shore, and the Indians, snatching him- from the sea, dragged-
him towards a great-fire. The sailor shrieked with fear. His

| CHRISTINE OTIS. -~ - 9
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comrades in the boat gazed Wlth horror expectmg to see him

" roasted and eaten- before their eyes. But “after tenderly’

warming and drymg him they led him; ‘back to the shore, and

~ stood: aloof while he swam off to his friends. Shall I tell you V
"~ how this Lmdness was repald ? - Coasting north, a ‘party of

them landed. - The natives fled to the woods.  Only two wom-

' enand half a dozen chjldren refnained, hldlng terrified in thé . - - .
_grass. These civilized Frenchmen carried off one of the ba-. -
“bies and would have ‘taken the younger woman, who was .

handsome but her outcries made them leave her behind.

_ There is no clue to the fate of Verrazano; it may be true, as

Ramusio affirms, that on a later voyage he was killed and.

eaten by the savages..

o Ten years later, jchues Cartier salled into the mouth’ of
" the St. Lawrence and bore away for France to. tell the King:
he had discovered the northwest passage to (,athay He car- -

ried with him two young Indians “lured into his clutches,”

-says Mr Parkman, “by an act of. villainous treachery !
- suppose “the greasy potentate,” ‘whose sons they were, loved
his boys as well as.any father loves his children, but the wild .

Indian was no more than’ a wild turkey to the European ex-
plorer, and both were c(ms‘tantly carried -over as samples

“of the natural ‘products of the New World. Cart1er br ought
back the boys the next year to guide him up the river.. He’
- went up as far as Montreal, and- coming back to Quebec

his crew were smitten with scurvy. There he might easily

have been cut off by the savages, but “they proved his salva-
. tion.” He leamed from them a cure for the distemper, and

his crew were restored to health. “When the winter of mis-
ey had worn away,” he seized. Donnacona and his.chiefs, to

' carry them back to the French court. Mr. Parkman tells the .
story : “He lured them to the fort and ledithem into an am-
buscade of sailors, who, seizing the astonished. guests hur- -

ried them on board the ship. This treachery acc_omphshed
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it was as much as.five or six of us could do to ‘get them into

‘thé'voyage‘rs proceeded tp 'ﬁ'ia'nt-the emblem of Christi‘anity;

The cross was ‘raised, the fleur-de.lis bung ‘upon it, and

‘spreading their sails they steered for hotie.” Cartier came
. back once more,.-an&;.gpi‘d“the natives that their chief, ann_a;-

‘cona, was dead,. and 'th’e"_.“--o-th'ers were living like lords in
- France ;—which information must have been very gratifying’

‘to them, under the circumstances ! : :

In 1602, Gosnold visiteq the Massachusetts coast. The In-

dians traded with him valuable furs and “their fairest col- =~
-lars” ‘of copper for the ‘merest trifles. “We became great
friends,” says -one of the party. “They_helped cut and carry

- our.sassafras, and some lay aboard our ship. ... .. They

are exceeding courteous and ge‘ntle'of_d’isposition,",; S

- “quick-eyed, and steadfast in their looks, fearless of others’

‘harms, as intending none themselves. Some of the inean‘éf B

sort, given tor filching, which the 'Very fiame of savages, not

“ weighing theiy ignorance in good-or evil, may easily excuse.”

~'In 1603, Weymouth entered the Penobscot-river. He gave

- the savages “brandy, which they tasted, but would not drink.”

... . He had two of them at supper in his cabin, and pres.

ent at prayer time. “They behaved very civilly, neither-.

laughing nor talking all-the time, and at supper fed not like -
" men-of rudefédug;ation ; neither would they eat or drink more

than seemed. to content nature.” They. carefully returned

-2y

~ he'wished to kidnap, he “consulted with his crew how to catch

them ashore.” “Then they carried peas ashore,“which meat
they loved” and a box of trifles for barter. «I ~opened the

~'box,” says an actor in this tragedy, “and showed them trifles

to exchange, thinking thereby ‘to have banished fear from

"the other and drawn him to return. But'when we could not,

we used little delay, but suddenly laid hands on them, and -

~.
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i: R “the light gig,'fér' they were strong,‘an.d so naked as by far
= - our best hoeld was by the long hair on their heads; and we -
W S would haVe'been; very loath to have dene them any hurt,
- "~ © - _which of'necessity we had been constrained to have done if
oo ' - we had attempted them in & multitude, which we must-and -
i would, rather than have wanted them, being a matter of great -
; ithportance for the full accomplishment of our voyage.” The
W ehronicletafter praising. the count@f.thus concludes his re
= lation : “Although at the time we'surprised them they made

Aheir ‘best’ resistance, . . ;. . yet, after perceiving by their

at the least discord 'éﬁong themse'lves,:insor'nuch as we have

~anything to one of ‘them, he will distribute part to every one

of the rest.” - [ R 4

Mr. Higginson tells us that// Weymouth’s Indians were the

objects of great ‘wonder in England, and crowds -of people
followed them in the s_treets/

- referred to them in"“The Tempest” a few years later. - Trin-

- culo there wishing to take the. monster Caliban to Eng.

of silver. .. ... When they will not give a doit to relieve a
H B  lame beggar, they will lay out ten to see a dead Indian.”
4 o John Smith’s disasters in Virginia were due to the disor-
} A deri\ly conduct of hig men towards the natives. S
1‘ . . Itis true that an Indian arrow was “shot into the throat”
[ " ofone of Hudson’s crew, but the chronicler whotells the tale,
3 . . says they found “loving people” on their first landing; and
- the disgraceful debauch in the cabin of the “Half Moon,” does

not seen them. angry',rbut.'mér;'y and so kind, as, if you give

- Itis thought that Shakespeare -

~land, says: “Not a holiday fool there but would give a piece

not speak well for the conduct of the Dutch on that occasion,
- John Smith narrates how Captain Hunt “betrayed” twenty

'
\
I8
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savages from Plymouth and seven from \Ca{)'@ Cod. “aboard

his ‘ship, and most dishonestly and mhu‘m nly, for the kind

* usage of me, and-all my men, carried the‘\ with him to Ma- . - -

" ligo (Malaga) and -there, for a little "private gain,.sold these

silly savages for rials of eight.” An old woman of ninety af- -
terward told Edward _Winslow, with tears and groans,. that
her three sons, her only dependem:@ were among the number.’

The unscrupu]ousness of Morton's followers at Merrymount,

‘who cheated¥abused, and stole from the Indians, and sold them
liquor and weapons, came near bemg the destrucuon of the

" Pilgrims?>

It is an unwelcome task, while cornmemoratmg our ances- -
try who suffered death ora cruel captivity at the hands of -

the savage, to say a word in extenuation. Iam no hero-wor-
- shipper. I find more shrewdness than saintliness in Massa-
soit’s friendship. It.was for him a choice of -evils. I see
nothing of statesmanship or valor to admire in Philip. No
more do I think there is any basis for-a wholesale denuncia-
.tion of his race. We have seen how from Maine to Cuba the
" explorer was the aggressor. ' In later colonial times it was a
poor. schooling we gave the red man; and he did credit to
our-teaching. We know little of the savage before his con-
tamination by the white man. Revenge belongs to the child-
hood of nations as well as to that of individuals. To love our
enemies,—to do good to them that despitefully use us, is a
hard feat even for an adult.Christian civilization. If, as John

Robinson wished, we had converted some before we had killed

- any, we should, make a better show in history. That was a
grim satire of old Ninigret, who told' Mr. Mayhew, when
he wantéd to preach to his people that he “had better go and

make the English good first.” We should not shrink from .

tracing effects to their causes. The Indian trader from Karl-
sefni to Richard Waldron, (I may say to the frontier agent of
to-day,) was dishonest. He sold rum to the savage,and then
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fined him for getting drank. *Was it truth the Indian ut:

tered, or a bitter jest on the diluted quality of the liquor, when
he testified  before the court ‘that he *“had paid £1oo for a

- drink from Mr. Purchas his well?” The fine was not always
‘vcroseed out when it was paid till the exasperated savage

crossed it out with one blow of his hatchet, for which he had
paid ted times its- worth in furs. The Government was not -
always’ respon51ble though the “Walking Purchase” and the

- ~murder of Miantonomoh are rank offences "Usually the -
- frontier settlement suffered for the sins of individuals. There

is no more_Striking i_llu‘s’tfation of this. fact than the story of

CHRISTINE OTTb

In 1623 some London ﬁshmongers set up thelr stweq on the o
Plscataqua river. )
Passaconaway, the sagacxous sachem  of the Pennacooks’
desirous of an. ally adalnst his troublesome ‘neighbors, the-
Tarratines, uraed more Enghsh to. come. He gave them
deeds of land in exchange for coats, shirts and Vkettles'. The

- natives continued peaceable,—the whites fished, planted and’

traded unmolested. Feeling death approaching, old Passa-
conaway made a great feast, and thus addresqed his chieftains:
“Listen to your- father. The white men are-the sons of the
morning. The Great Spirit is théir fater. Neverwar with-

them. If you light the fires HlS breath will turn the flames
upon you and- destroy you.” Knowles, a tributary -chief,

whose tribe occupied the region round about the settlers on

the Plscataqua felt similar presentimerts. Sending for the
prmc1pal white men, he asked them to mark out and record
in their.books a grant of a few hundred acres for his people. .
The old sachem’s son Wannaloncet, and Blind Will, sueces--
sor to Knowles, determined to heed Passaconaway s advice,
and keep’ peace with the whites, and the Pennacooks remained
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'neutral through Philip's war. At that time Cocheco, niow
Dover, New Hampshlre was the main tradirig post with the
Indians of all that region. Major Richard Waldron- was:the

most prominent man of Cocheco. - He held many offices of
trust under the Government, and a command in Philip’s war.

He'was naturally severe ; was asuccessful Indian trader, and

had the reputation of being a dishonest one. It was said that

" .. he did not cancel their accounts when they had paid him, and :
that in buying beaver he reckoned his fist as weighing a
pound. Though. Philip’s war began later in the Eastern = -

country, it raged there with terrible ferocity, “Where, says
Mr. Palfrey, “from -the rough character of the English set-

tlers; it may well be believed that the natives were not with-
~out provocation.” Troops were ordered out by the General

Court of Massachusetts to subdue the eastern Indians, but

“the snow lay four feet on a level in December, and mllltary
operations were 1mp0551b1e The Indians, pinched with fam-

ine from the severity of the winter, and dependent upon the

frontier settlements for food, sued for peace through Major

Waldron, promising to give up their captives without ransom,

- -and to be quietin the future. In July, 1676, Waldron, on be-
half of the whites, signed a treaty with them at Cocheco. .
" After Philip’s death some of his followers fled to the Penna-
“cooks. They were taken and put in Dover jail. = Escaping,
‘they incited some of the Maine Indians to renew their dep-

redations. Two companies were sent to the East under Cap-
tains Sill and Hathorne. They reached Dover on the 6th of

’"September. There they found four hundred Indians, part

of them Pennacooks who had taken no part in the war; others

~who had been party to the treaty a few months before, and

the rest, southern Indians, who, fleeing to the eastward after

Philip’s death, had been received into the tribes there. Why-

they were at Dover we are not. told, but evidently with no

hostile intent, as their women and children were with them.
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* said that Major Waldron was, opposed to the seizure, b
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The belligerent ecaptains ‘would have ahnihilaited them-at
- ‘once, as their orders were to seize all Indians concerned- in.

the murder of"Epglishrnen, or who had violated the tljeavty.':
Waldronpropo%ed a stratagem instead. Inviting the Indians

‘ 4 toa sham fight the next-day, having drawn the Indians’ fire,

the English.soldigrs surfou'nd,ed‘and;disarmed}-them. “Wan.

-

_naloncet and the Pennacooks were set free. The rest were _
sent to,Boston,.where Seven or eight of the well-known mur.

derers were, hung, and the rest sold as slaves abroad. [t is

of hospita‘lity‘and-'faith., The Pennacooks lookeq upon :h'i,s
conduct as treachery, . It was a time of peace. They had

. -never broken faith with him. "They were, as it were, surety ™

they were Seen eyeing the defenses, | More than one friendly
Squaw hinted of danger to the settlers’ Wives who' had been .
-kind to them, but they were not heeded. «Go plant your
- Pumpkins,” cried Waldron to those who told him their fears,

ut re- .

e N .




CHRISTINE OTIS. - S 17

Wa,ldron, Richard Otis, ]ohn Heard Peter Cofﬁn and hlS :

son Tristram had each a garrison” house at Dover at that =~ B

time. Intgsthese thelr neighbérs who felt uneasy, retlred to
‘sleep. On ‘the’ morning of the 27th of June, & young man .-
rushed:to Waldron’s house and told ‘him Jthat the town was
full of Indians, and that the people were thoroughly fright-
"ened. “Iknow the Indians well,” replied Waldroa with some.

- ac.penty, +~and I tell you there is no danger “THat very -
morning, ‘however, the following letter from M.qor Hench-
man of Chelmsford was recewed by Gov. Bradstreet at Bos- E

ton: - o )
’ . ]UNE 23, 1689
Hzmared Szr :—This day two Indxanq came from “Pennacook, viz.,
Job Maramasquand -and Peter Muckamug, who repgrt that damage
will undoubtedly be done within a few days at Piscataqua, and that
' Major Waldron in particular is threatened. The Indians can give
a more particular.account to your Honor. They say if damage be
done, the blame shall not be on them, having given a faithful ac-
count of what they hear, and are upon that report moved to.leave .
~ their habitation and cover at Pénnacook.” I am constrained from.a
sense of my duty, and from love to my countrymen, to give-the in--
formation as above, so. with my humble service to your Honor, and
* prayers for th;e safety of an endangered people, 4
: " Iam your humble serv’t, o
o THos. HENCHMAN,

‘A messenger was at once‘di@patched to Cocheco with a let: .

ter from the Governor and Council “ To Major Richard Wal-
dron, and Mr. Peter Coffin, or either of them These Wfth ‘

all possible speed.” e
The Governor’s letter is dated ]une 27th 1689. It mforms T

- Major Waldron of the receipt of Major Henchman’s letter
and tells him' that “‘one Hawkins is the principal designer”
of the intended mischieff That it is particularly designed

5 - against Waldron and Coffin, and that they are to be betraye_q
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' house that night, as he had often before, During supper he.

: Brofher Waldron?” «j have but to rajse my finger,” replied .

18  TRUE STORIES G NEW ENGLAND CAPTIVES,

S _“-,__ — T e— ;*Lﬁ‘, ——
“on a pretention of trade.” The Governor warns them to o
take “care of their own safeguard "and t, report “what in. -

" - formation they may receive of the Indians’ motions,” 17y,

fortunately the messenger wag detained at Sa]isbury"ferry :

and reached Dover only after the trage_dy_:bwas over., - .
‘Mesandowit!, an -'I.nd_ian,.:chjef,_ took supper at Waldron's

said, half jestingly, “Suppose. strange Indians come ‘now,

Wald‘ron, boﬁStfuIly, “and a hundred’{spld'f%rsﬁwillbe at my

command.” Laterin the evening two»squawﬁs applied at each

‘ _garrison house for leave to sleep on the hearth before the’

_kitchen fire. " As this was no ‘unusual, request, it was: readily

~ him said to him, « White father big wampum ; much Indiap

come.” " Stil] unsuspicious; he retired to dream of the moep. -

. TOW's gains, LI S .

- Just before ‘dawn, at that hoyr when night is darkest and

“sleep is'heavies't, the treacherous Squaws rose softly in allthe
houses, e}ﬁd opening the doors, gave a long, low whistle. - A S

dog at Heard's gdrrison answered with g furious barking,

» W’h’ich ‘awoke - Elder Wethorth. : quhui‘ri:ed ‘down stairs,

Thé savages were just énte_fing_. - Pushing the oaken door
back against them, the o1d man of Seventy-three threw him-

- self on his back and held it against them ti]] help came.” By.
. lets crashed through the door above his head, but the heroic

. old Puritan diq not flinch and the garrison was saved. . Plac- |

Ing a guard at Waldrop 's ,door,A the waspi

e
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thfrough three or four rooms. Ashe turned back for other -

weapons, they followed him and dealt him a: blow with a

hatchet, which stunned and prostrated him. With horrid- -

- ;threats, -they ordered his family. to get supper for them.

"When they were surfeited, they placed the old man in his:

arm-chair on the table and tortured him. They gashed. him
with their knives, screaming derisively, “Now we cross out
our accounts.” They cut off his finger joints and threw them

in his face. askmg with fiendish glee, “How much will your - - v
fist weigh now, Father ‘Waldron?” Finally as he fell faint. -

- ing from his cha1r, they held his own sword under him, and

death came to. his relief. ' His daughter and his. Tittle grand- - :
child, Sarah GerrlshjI were taken captive, his son-m-law killed,

his house pillaged and.burned. The ‘houses of Peter Coffin
and his son were also destroyed.

~ Richard Otis, the blacksmith of Dover occupled the next'
garrison house to Waldron's. He was. of good family, and
’ had removed from Boston to Dover i in 1656 At the time of

.the attack he was well on in years, had married sons, and

was living with his third wife, Grizel? Warren, a young wom-

an of less than half his years.. -She had borne him two chil-

‘dren. -Hannah, the elder, was about two; but the delight of ;

" her old father's heart was his three months old baby, Marga-

ret, fair as a summer daisy. Otis was shot dead as he was_

I‘lSll‘lO‘ up in bed, or had reached ‘the Wmdow seeking- the
Ccause of the alarm. The savages killed his little daughter

Hannah, by dashing her head against the chamber stairs. His '
wife and baby were dragged from their beds, and with more of

" his family, hurried with ‘the other. captives to the woods to
begin the doleful march to Canada. v

Meantime, all unconscious of these horrors ‘the Widow
Heard and her sons, with her daughter and son-in-law, were

'For the story of her captivity see Drake’s “Tragedies of the Wzlderness
‘ 91 have often found the name written Grizet and ann ‘

°
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returning from a day's trading at Portsmouth, The soft air

of the summer ‘night was heavy with the scent of the sweet ,

brier; the frog croaked hoarsely from his solitary pool ; an

) owl, scared from his hu'nting, flitted screeéhing to the woods.
No other sound was heard save the plash of their oars as they
fowed_ up the Placid river, when sﬁddenly on the midnight.

‘stillness, burst forth the awful war-whoop. ~Faster they plied -~

their oars, not daring to think of the p'ossibl.e fate of kindred

and declaring she could go no further, ordered her children -
' .toleave her, Affer much entreaty, feeling that all- would be
- . sacrificed- if they remained, thev left her and p'ro'cee;,dec'l. ton - -

- their own garrison. . On the way they met one of Otis’s sons, -
' who told them that his father was killed. . John 'Ham and

Y

V, Tor an Indiam.with ‘his gun ‘guarding Waldron’s door. De-
Spair seized them at thq' sight. Mrs: Heard sank fainting,
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in her covert, tﬂl the enemy had retired. thh their captwes
" Then stealing along by-the river, she. crossed it on a boom,
* and reachmg Getrish’s garrison, learned of the brave defence
of her own house by Elder Wentworth, and of the safety of -
its 1nmates o
At eight o’clock in the mormng, John Ham and h1s wife,
spent with fatigue and anxiety, reached Portsmouth. Alet
ter was at once written by Richard Waldron, Jr., still igno-
- rant-of his father’s fate, to the Governor and Council in Bos-
‘ton, giving the facts so far as related by Ham This letter
- was enclosed in the following : :

e T 0 z’/zz Hon Mdj Robert Pz/'e 0f Sa/zsbury——Haste post. ]lasz‘e —

. Pomsmoum 28th June, 1689.
/z'oﬂorm’ Sir . —-We herethh send vou an au:ount of the Indians
_ surprising Cocheco this morning which we pray you- 1mmedlately to
- post away to the Honorable, the Governor .and Council at Bos-
- ton, and forward- our present 1ssxstance wherem the whole country

', . is immediately concerned.

We are Sir your most humble servants,.

D

RICHARD MAR]VN
WiLLiam VAUGHN. .
"~ RicHARD WALDRON, JR.
SAMUEL WENTWORTH.
* .BeEny. HuLL.

» This dispéteh was received at noon by Maj. Pike; 'wﬁo im- )
mediately forwarded it.to Boston with the following :

. ““To the muckh . Honarea’ Syman Bradstreet, Esy , Gozrernor zmd the
Honorable Cowzal now sitting at B(m‘on these present with all
.cpem’———thste post Hasz‘e” : . i

' © SALISBURY, 28th June, (about noon) 1689
Mz::/z Honored -—After due respect, these are only to give your
honours ‘the sad-accounts of the last mght s provndence at Cocheco ‘

»
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as by~th:e enciosed, the particulars whereof are awful. The oﬁly

wise God, who is the keeper that neither slumbereth hor sleepeth is

pleased to permit what is done. Possibly it may be either better or- ’
" worse than this account renders it. As soon as I get more intelli-

gence, I shall; God willing, speed it ta your honours, praying for
speedy order oradvice in so solemn a case. I have dispatched the

intelligence to other towns with advice to look to yurselves. I shall -

not be wanting to serve in.what I may. - Should have waited on your

g ———~/honon19ﬂow had I been well, Shall not now come except by you
" commanded, till this bustle be abated. That the only wise God

may direct all your welghty affaxrs is the prayer of. your honours’

most humble servant
ROBERT PIKE

The post Went spurrmg into Boston at tmdmght with P1ke S .
d1spatches and the next noon an. answer .was returned to

Portsmouth as follows: ’ - .

h “Tor Messrs th/zard Mart_‘yn Wzl/wm Vaug/mn ch/zam’ Wala’rzm

&, v .
W . - Bosron, zgth June, 1689
" Gentlemen: —The sad account given by yurselves of the awful hand

of God in permitting the heathen to make such desolations upon Co-

checo and destruction of the inhabitants thereof . . . .. arrived the’
_last night about twelve o’clock.” Notice thereof was immediately.
despatched to our out towns, and so they may provide for their se-

curity. . The narrative you give ..... was laid before the

“:whole. Conventlon this morning, who are concerned for you as friends-

and neighbors, and look at the whole to'be 1r;volved in this unhappy
conjuncture and trouble given by the heathen and .are very ready to

yield you all assistance as they may be capable -and-do think it nec- -

essary that (if it be not done already) you shall fall imto some form

.. for the exercise of government so far as may be necessary -
for your safety . . ... this Convention not. thinking to meet under =
_their present circumstances to exert any authority within your Prov- .
incé, Praying God to direct in all the arduous affairs the poor peo-.
ple of this country have at present to engage in, and to rebuke all .

A,
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" our enemies des:remg you would glve us. advxce from time to time -
" . of the occurences with you.. '

Your humble sewa'm:‘
- Isaac ADDINGTON Sec y.
Per order of Convention.” :

A1d was at once sent to Cocheco, and the progress of events

—~—

- there may be seen from the following letter, dated

“CAPT. GERRISH'S GARRISON HOUSE '
’ , CocHECO, 5th July, 1689.
May it j)lease your szor: ~—On Wednesday evening Major Apple-

ton with between forty and fifty men (most of Ipswich) arrived here. .
- accompanied by Major ‘Pike, and -yesterday morning with wt addi- .

tional force we -could mak'e,"marcht into the woods upon track of

the enemy abt twelve miles to make what Discovery they could, but* -
~-returned in ye evening without any further discovery save ye dead

body of one of the captive men, they carried hence nor since at last
has any of the enemy been seen hereabout. . ...".. Doubtless the

‘niain body are withdrawn to a considerable dlstance

Your most humble servants, . -
) ' " WiLLIAM VAUGHAN.-
‘- : o RICHARD WALDRON

" While these things were transplrmg, the hellish crew and

* their hapless prisoners were marching towards Canada. On .
“the morning of the attack, a party of Cocheco men started out -
- in pursuit, but, as usual, the enemy had divided their forces.

~The Cocheco party overtook some of them near Conway, and

sticceeded in recovering some, among them three of Otis’s
daughters. When the rest of the family reached Canada, we,

do not know. On their arrival, baby ’VIargaret wasat once | .
* taken from her savage captors by the priests, baptized anew, .
-and under the name of Christine, given to the nuns of Mont- A

real to be reared in the faith of the Romish- church. When

- she was four years old, her mother was baptized into that
.+ - church, with the name of Mary Madeleine, and the next Oc-
. tober, marned Mr. Ph111p RObltd.llle “a French gentleman of -

-
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gL Montreal in the service of Mon51eur Mar1com It is prob-,
. able that the little girl spent most of her childhood with the ,
good nuns of Montreal, in.the very heart of.that rehgmus R "T'. o
community founded by Maisonneuve and his followers.” She .~
o ~ would have been fifteen years old when the Deerfield captives
theoe ‘ " -were carried to Montreal. As in hér coarse serge gown, she
: passed with the nuns in and out of the -old cathedral, good
o - Mr. Williams' may have seenher, and groaned in spirit at _
Ay ) the sight. She must have been.a girl of strong character, : b
e, -7 ‘for she absolutely refused to take the veil, though persistent- R
' ’ ly urged to it by priest and nun.  As the next safest thing -
for the interests of the church; they married her at sixteen to -~
- a Frenchman of Montreal, named Le Beau. The following, .- . 3
translated from the parish récords of Montreal, bears the au- ' ‘
tographs of the newly wedded pair, and of the bride’s friend,
- Marie Joseph Sayer': _
-4On the 14th day of ]une of the year 1707, after publmhmw one
‘ban, and dispensing with the other two by permission_from M.
Frangoxs Vachon de Bélmont,- Grand Vicar of Monseigneur, the
Bishop of Quebec, I, the undersigned priest, officiating as curate of
- the parish of Ville-Marie, having obtained. the” muygoal consent of
‘Louis Le. Bag, ‘aged twenty-nine years, sory@f Jean Le Bau and
N8 . ... Etiennette Loré, inhabitants of the parish”of Boucherville in this
L DIOCCSC of the one part, and of Christifine Otesse, aged eighteen
T . years, daughter of the defunct Richard hautesse? and Marie Made-
o leine la garenne? of the town ‘of Douvres?, in old England, now liv- -
_ ing in this parish, of the other part,—havirg marrzed them accord- -
P - _ ing to the rites of our Holy Mother Church, in presénce of the said .-
. %< - . Jean Bauj father of the bridegroom, of the Sieur Dominiqua Thair-
i C o mur Surgeon of Philippe Robitail Master cooper, father-in- law off
O B the said bride. The aforesaid Jean Bau and Robitail have declar_ed _
D ' ' ~ thatthey could not sign this certificate according to the ordinance.”

Chrlstme shusband may have entertained her w1th the story :

'See “Story ofaYork Famlly _ Otis. B 3Warren " 4Dover,




" of Thomas Baker an Enghsh youth one of the Deerﬁeld cap-
tives, who had tr1ed to runaway from Montreal that summer, -
. and having been caught by the Indians, would have been

burned at the stake, had he not escaped from his tormentors,

- and fled to the house of a Frenchman, who ransomed him. -
_ ~The Governor had ordered him put .in irons and closely
- imprisoned for four months, “and served him right,” Le Beau
‘may have said. ' “Pauwvre garcon,” pérhaps Christine sxghed_

~ for'the story of Baker’ s adventures may have set her thinking

of her own captivity, and she may have wished that she could..

go back to New England once more, and see the'spot where
"she was born. These longings were probably dispelled, and

_ Christine reconciled to her .lot, by the births'of her own three

_ children. - We hear no more of her unt11 the arr1va1 of Ma-
]or Stoddard at Montreal.
Mr. Sheldon had returngd in’ 1707; frorn his last expedltlon

for the redcmptlon of the captlves ‘but many more English =
were still held in Canada, among them Eunice W1111ams the -
eldest dauchter of the minister -of Deerﬁeld Accordmgly .
- in November, 1713, commissioners were again sent by Gov.

Dudley to.Canada to negotiate the rédemption of Eunice and -

- the other New Fncland captives.” At the head of the com-

mission, was Ca"ptaiﬁ John Stoddard of Northampton, son of

" the minister of that place. Mr. Williams accompanied him.

- Martin Kellogg, one of the Deetfield captives, who had finally

‘escaped with Baker from Montreal, went as interpreter.

There were three-other attendants, of whom one was- Baker

himself. Both Kellogg and he had become noted characters

CHRISTINE OTIS. L 2‘5_

since their flight from Montreal. He was- Captain Thomas

" Baker now. The year before he had gone up the Connecti-

cut river with a scouting' party, crossed over to the Pemlge- _

wasset, and at its confluence with one of its trlbutarles—--smce

) ‘called’ Baker’s river,—he had killed the famouq sachem, Wﬁt—_
tanummon, without the’ loss of a man.. Takmg )/mfi’éﬁ of

o ‘. N
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o ¢ the Sachem s beaver as the party could carry, he burned the . o i
2 P 5 rest and went down the Merrimac to Dunstable, and thence S C
B ’ : to Boston. The Council Records of the 8th of May, give ) A

- his feport of his proceedings and his application_ for scalp
" money. He produced but one scalp but prayed “for a further
allowance for more killed than they could recover their scalps o e
as reported by the enemy themselves.” - After some’delay '
~ the General Court, willing to encourage an’& “teward such’
bravery and enterprise as Baker had shown, allowed him and
_his company twenty pounds, for one enemy Indian besides
that. which they scalped,.which seems very probable to be :
‘" slain.”  On the 16th -of February, 1714, the commissioners - S
reached Quebec. We have the record of their negotiations . o
N ‘with the governor of Canada. De Vaudreuil assures them "% |
gl . that all the captives are at liberty to go home; the more, the
L " better, for him and his country; and his blessing shall ge
with them. "He gives the ambassadors permission tomingle ~ :
‘unrestrained with the English, and to have free speech with
, ~ those in religious houses. Learning that the priests and
© -~ some of,the laity are terrifying and. threatenmg the prisoners
’ ' against returning, the commissioners complain to the Gover-- - A
“.nor, who rephes that he “canas easily alter the course of the ’
waters as prevent the priests endeavors.” Finally, under the
. oL pretext that the captives have been naturalized by the King,
; L he refuses to let any return except those under age. Dis-
T .couraged by this unexpected obstacle, and in order to be
' nearer the captives, the Commissioners return to Montreal,
i o * " arriving there on the 3rd of March, 1714. : .
o Christine’s husband ‘had died a few months before. The A -
[ o - young widow: - had doubtless heard of the presence of the . A
ambassadorts in the- city, as they passed through to Quebec S (
and all ker old longing . for release returned upon her. ' ‘
While the naturalization question is pending, Mr. Williams,
‘whose heart is occupied with Eunice's affairs, demands tha'f

e
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- they may have comfracted, nor  parefits by children born to-
them in captivity.” Christine sees here her chance. We may.

\
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“men and women shall not be entangled by the marnages

" assume that sheé seeks an interview with the commissioners

and tells them her wishes. Brave Captain Baker, a bachelor

of thirty-two, is smitten with the charmsof the youthful. |

.widow. Heundertakesher cause. The Governor cunningly

concedes that French women may feturn with their English
husbands,—that English wemen shall not be compelled to
stay by their French husbands,—but about the children he

- “will take time to consider.” Christine now reciprocating

the passion of her lover beeomeés doubly anxious to return.

T'l_le"Intendant_andA the Governor violently oppose her. By. A
order of the former, the property of her deceased’ husband.
~is sold, and the money is withheld from her. The priests.

brmor their authority to bear upon her. “If you persist int
going,” they say, “you shall not have your children; they
must be nurtiired in the bosom of the Holy church.” "Her

~ mother by turns. coaxes, chides and tries to frighten her from

© preferred to make a short cut through the difficulties, by - .

her resolution. ‘“What can you 'do in New England?” she

says to her. .“ There are no bake shops there. You know

nothing about makmg bread or butter, or managmo as they

dothere.” .All this Christine confides to her lover, who kisses’

away her tears and calms her fears. If she will but trust to
him, and go.with him, he tells her, his mother shall teach

her all she need to know, and his government will see to it.

that her children are restored to her. In the midst of his
wooing, Captain Baker is sent back to Boston by Stoddard to

report progress, and demand instructions.  He was too good -

a-soldier not to obey orders, though he would, doubtless, have

" running off the prisoners and taking the risk of re-capture

.In his absence Christine secretly conveys_her personal effects - »
on board a barque bound for Quebec, intending to follow, .

v
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and put herself under the protecnon of. Stoddard and hisy
party who have returned thither and are trying to collect the ™
captives there. The Intendant orders Christine’s goods
~'ashore, and forbids her to leave Montreal." . Invain the Com-—
_missioners protest. - She is a ‘prisoner of the former war,’

‘réplies the Intendant, “ and cannot beclaimed by the English
under the present Articles of Peace.” But * Love laughs at
locksmiths,” and when _Captain -Baker. returns from his
embassy and tells her that the good brigantine Leopard. is
.probably. then lying at Quebec ant »that she must go with

him, now or never, she does not lhesitate. We have no record . -

. of her ﬂlttmg, except the pithy sentencein Stoddard’s Journal
o announcmg Capt. Baker's return from New England, “bring-
. ing with him one Enghsh prisoner from Montreal ” We :
cannot doubt that this one is Christine. o
The anger of the Intendant, when he learned of her diso-
" bedience and escape, may be better imagined than described.
- De Vaudreuil used his most politic endeavors to get posses-
‘sion of her again, promising if she might be returned to .

Montreal, he would send her under escort by.land to ‘New .-

England Stoddard- knowing the value of “A bird in the
hand,” refused to glve her up. The Governor finally threat-.
‘ened if she went, to give her children to the Ursuline sisters
and never let her see them again. But her lover triumphed,
and she embarked with him for Boston, where they arrived
on the 2ist of September, 1714. '
On the Brookfield land records, Dec. gth, of the same year, -
- there is a grant of “ upland and meadow” to “ Margarett -
Otice, alias Le ‘Bue, one that was a prisoner-in Canada and

lately came from thence, provided she returns not to live in- - -

- Canada, but tarries in this province and marries to Captain

Thomas Baker.” Christine tarried and married. . The ad-. .

vent of Captain Baker ‘with his foreign W1fe and her strange -
' speech and her Romlsh observances must have made qulte':

R
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- a sensation among the stréight-lacéd P,iiritans of Northamp-

ton.  Good Parson Stoddard took her at once-in hand, how-
ever, and she became a Protestant, being- rebaptized by him

- . with her original name of Margaret. The birth of her first
¢hild by’ Thomas Baker, stands to-day on the Northampton:

" records as follows : “]une 5, 1716, Chrlbtme Baker, daughter to
Thomas and Margaret.”

- About 1717, Christine renioved w1th her husband to Brook- .

field, Mass. Shortly afterwards her Hhalf  brother, Ph111p

Robitaille, came from Montreal to visit her and workeda yéar

-on her -farm:. It was probably when he returned to Canada,

that she undertook a journey thither, in the hope of getting

possession of her children, but the Governor had kept his -
‘wotd, and she was deprived of them forever. In 1 719, €ap-.
‘tain Baker was the first Representatwe to the General Court

from - Brookfield. ‘In 1727, he was tried at Springfield for
blasphemy, on the. following charge: “There being a dis-

course of God's having in His ‘providence put'in Joseph Jen-
nings, Esq., of Brookfield, a Justice of the peace,’” Captain

Baker said, ‘ If ‘I had been with the Almlght& I would have

- taught Him better.” The verdict of the jury -was * Not

" guilty.” The same year Christine received a long and ear-

~ nest letter from Monsieur Seguenot; the Seminary priest, who

‘ ".had been her former confessor at Montreal, urging her to re- -
* turn to Canada and to the Romish church. “The letter belng

of course in French, and “ written in a crabbed and scarcely

legible-hand,” her husband advised her * to have it copiedin .
‘order to get some person to answer it,” in order to convince
the priest of the folly of any further attempts to convert her.

The letter came to the notice of an influential lddy of Boston,

who showed it to Governor . Burnet and urced h1m to answer o

it for Chr1st1ne which he did. :
“My dear (,hnstme ” the priest.begins, “whom I may call my

splr;tual daughter since I esteemed ‘and directed you as such'.

X
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“whilst . . . . . you. had-the happmeSS of. makmg one of the family of'
Jesus, Maria, Joseph, Joachim and Anne, ... ... and that you, as well

as Madame Robitail your mother, (whose confessor I have become,
... ..) wereof the Numiber of about Two Hundred Women of the best
fashlon of Ville Marie, who then made up. the mystical Body of that

“holy Association. I own also that all our Members of the Seminary,as
wellas all Mount Real; were edified with your.Carriage, you being so-

ber, “and. living as a true Christian and good (,athohc haying noremains

of the unhappy Leaven of the irreligion and errors of the English out
of which M. Mériel had brought you as wéll'as your Mother, takmg
you out of the deep darkness of Heresy to bring you into ‘the Light
of the only trye Church and the only Spouse of Jésus Christ.” .. . ...

“The (,athohc Church is-the only mystical Ark of Noah in which

" Salvation is found. All those who are goneé out of it, and will not

return-to it, will unhappily perish, nét in a deluge of Waters, but in

the Eternal Flames of the last Judgment. ... .. Who has so far be- -

witched and blinded you as to make you leave the Light and, Truth,

“to carry you amongst the English where thereisnothing but Darkness’

and Irreligion?”.. The priest goes on to appeal to her conscience,

. and to her love for her children in Canada, as incentives to her re- .
 turn. - ¢ Dear Christine,” he says, “ poor stray Sheep, come back to
your Heavenly Father,” . .. . . own yourself guilty .. . .. tohave for-

.saken the Lord, the only Sprmg of the healmg Waters of Grace to run
after private Cisterns which cannot give themtoyou .. . ... hearken
to the stings of your Conscience. . .. . . Read'the two Letters I send
youconcérning the happy and Chrlstran Death of your Daughter;.". . ..
weigh with care. the particuly @gﬂumstances by. which she owns

herself infinitely indebted to t théx Mercy of ‘God, and the watchful- .
ness of her Grandmother for having’ withstood her Voyage to New. -
England, and not suffered her to follow you-thither. - Consider with -

what inward peace she received all her Sacraments and with what
tranquility she Died in the Bosom of the Church. I had been her
Cofifessor for many Years before her Marriage, and going to Quebec

where she lived with her Husband peaceably and to the Edification

of all the Town. Oti! happy Death! my dear Christine, would you
-Die like her as predestinated; come in all haste, and abjure your Apos-

-~
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'tasy and live as a true Christian and Catholick else tear and be per-_,‘
“swaded that your Death. will be unhappy and attended with madness
‘and despair.as that of Calvin was, and also that of "Luther.

Once more, dear‘ Christine, return to this Land where you have
recelved your Baptxsm and which~I may: say has given you Life.

Prevail with your. Husband to resolve on the same undertaking. The
Holy church-will on your abjuring your Errors receive you with open
Arms;.as well as-Mr; Robitail and his Wife, your Mother. You shall
not want Bread here and if your Husband will have Land, we shall

‘find him some in the island of Montreal. But'if he doth not desire

any, and ‘hath a I‘rsde ‘he'shall-not want for Work. But what is
most essential is that you shall be here both of you enabléed to work out
your: Salvation, which you cannot do where you are, since there youare
not iff the Mystical Ark of Noah which is the Catholic church, .i. ...

_in wk l;;h your Daughtér was bred and in which She died: R |

await your answer: to- my letter and am, dear Christine, " entlrely

" yours in Jesus and Marie. - . : SEGUENOT,

Priest of the Semmary at Vllle-Mane you know me very well.
At Vxlle -Marie, the 5th of June, ﬁ727 A

- Gov. Burnet begins his reply as folIows

BOSTON Jan. 8, 1728-

Madam :—I am very sensnble of the Dlsadvantages I lie -under in -
“not being able to address mys€lf to iou under as endeating a Title
* . as that which Mr. Seéﬂﬁeuot takes tg

- but your good sense will put you on your guard against such flatter-

himself. But I don’t doiibt

ing expressions which are commonly/made use of for want of good
Arguments. .. ..7] “Mr. Seguenot jhas proved nothmg of what he
should have done in that very place| of .his Letter' where he seems

resolved to muster up all his strength to overpower us. - But because .

he has scattered severalithings upand down in his letter which m:ght
startle you, I will take the pains to go through it, from one end to

* the other, to make you feél the weakness and false reasoning of it."”

The _Gevemo"r'then proceeds with calmhess to refute the

C
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priest’s -assertions and ‘expose_ his Specious arguments. e
- shows Christine how Christ gives “visible marks” by which
~ his true followers. may be known, “By thivs'-shal.l-ye know
“that ye - are my. disciples if yo have love one to_ another,”
' “which,” says Governor Burnet, “can never agree to a perse-
_cuting church, as’the Roman is.” He points her to Paul’s
_description of false Christians in the Epistle to Timothy,
.. “Of this sort-are-théy which creep into houses and lead cap-
tive silly women ; ” and asks; “Would not anybody say that |
- the Apostle points directly to those Confessors who pretend
to direct the Consciences of the Ignorant and chiefly of Wom:
‘én in the Church of Rome?” I ‘ R
" Alluding to the priest’s offer of lands and work to Captain -
Baker, the Governor says, ““It is theg_i that Mr. Seguenot:
does this out of ignorance. But for Persons that know what
dtis to'live'in. a free Country, to 80 and throw themselves
headlon_g into the Clutches of an absolute Government, it can-
not be imagined that they can do such a thing, unléss*thcy
have lost their Senses.” He con-cl_udes by telling her to send
this letter to &anada and let it be answeted, that she ‘may sce -
» both sides, afid “Fix on what.is best for the salvation of your
soul and the Hépp_in_ess of your Life, which is the hearty de-
sire,,Madam of your unknown but humble servant.” The
Governor's letter, which was in French, together with ‘that
-of the priest, was afterwards 'ti‘anslated' and printed in Bos.:
ton. T L
. By the salé of their Brookfield Property to a speculator in
- . 1732, Captain Baker: and his wife became impoverished. ‘
, They lived for awhile at Mendon, Mass., where we find Chris-
:tine connected with the church,—aznd were for a short time
at Ne'Wport,'R. I., and ﬁnally removed to Dover, N. H. In
the latter part of the year 1734, Baker's health gave out en-.
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“T e humble pel/lmfz af C/mstma Ba/cer the n/zfe of Capt Thomas

- Baker, of Dover, :/mwel/z
That your petitioner in her childhood was captured by the In-

dians in the town of. ,Dover, aforesaid, (where she was born) and -

carried to Canada, and there bro’t up in the Roman superstition and
I(lolit'ry, And was there married and well settled and had three
children ; and after-the Death of her Husband she had a very Great
Inclumtlon to see her-own country, and with great Difficulty ‘0b-

tained permission to ‘Return, leaving all-her substance and-her chil-.

dren, for by no means could she obtain leave for them ; and since

your petitioner has been married to Capt. Baker, she dld undertake

the hazzard and fatieug of a journey to Canada again, in hopes by
the interest of Friends, to get her children ; biit all in vain ! so that:
“her losses-are trebbled on her. First, the. loss of her house well
fitted and furnished, and the lands belonging to it ; second, the loss - |
of considerable part of her New England substance in her last jour-
ney to Canada, and thirdly, the Loss of her children.  Yet still she '

hath this- comfort since her return, that she is alsoo returned - ‘into

the Bossum of the Protestent chureh for-such shé most heartily -

~ thanks Almighty God. And now your petitioner, having a large

“family to support, and by the chances and,Changes of fortune here,.

is Reduced to very low circumstances, and her -husband past his
Labour.- Your petitioner. lddt:ly made her .case khown to several

_Gents in the Governmeént of the Massachusetts, who out of a ) char- N
“itable Disposition did sgppl‘y yo'r Petitioner with - somet_hmg to set-
"herin a way to subsist her family ; and also advis’d to keep a house of

Entertainment, and the Geferal assembly of that Governnient .
made. her-a present of 500 acres.of land i in the Province of Mame
and put it under the. care of Coll. William’ Pepperell Esq., for.the

use of your Petitioner (exclusnve of her husband’s having anything

" to do with it.) Now ‘your Petitioner by the help she hath: had has

bot a lot of land and “Built a house on it on the contry Rhoade. from

Dover Meéting Housé to Cocheco Boome ; and have Bedding and
other nécessaros ﬁt for a Public House' for Entertammenr of Trav--
‘ellers, &c '

The former taverner, not keepmg an orderly hou@e had

.
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been ‘refused a continuance of hig license by the Selectmen.
Christine having submitted her plan to their approval, had.
applied tothe Courts for a license. - The judges, probably for
~political Teasons, refused it to her, and renewed the license to
the former inn-keeper. : I IR
The Legislature on hearing Christine’s Petition voted that
‘her “prayer be granted,”—and she kept her houseof entertain.
ment at Dover fo: '

_ I many years, Her husband died of «the :
. lethargy” at Roxbury in 1753, while on-a visi ]

- age of ninety, being bedridden th

. Christine or Margaret Otis Baj

on Feb. 23, 1 773, leaving a large posterity,
‘her obituary, “in good reputation, beinga Pattern of indus.

try, prudence and €conomy. She bore a tedious illness with -
much patience, and met death With calmness,” '

“She lived,” says

xer closed her eventful life s
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 ESTHER WHEELWRIGHT.

¢

-In the first part-of the decade 1mmed1ately preceding the

' landing of the Pilgrims, two lads from the middle class of
- society, entered Sydney College -at, the University of Cam- -

- bridge. - -Of these, the.elder, John Whee}wrlght was. born on

* the Lincolnshire fens, not far from o}d’ Boston. - His fellow}v -

student, Oliver Cromwell, first saw the light at Huntingdon.

While we have no record that' either of these youths dis-
tinguished himself in his college studies, we have'no scant
testimony.to the “excellence of both in athletic sports. Cot-

ton Mather says, that he had heard that “when Wheelwright

* was a young spark at the Umver51ty, he was noted for a more

, Protector himself, as being reported to have said, “I remem-

than ordinary stroke at wrestling.” - Cromwell's biographer

.- declares, that at Cambridge he was far “more famous for

football, cudgelling and wrestling than for study.”
- Judge Bell, in his memoir of Wheelwright, quotes the Lord

" ber the time when I was more afraid of meeting Wheelwrlght

s

at football, than T have been since of meeting an army inthe -

field, for I was 1nf3.111b1y sure of being tripped up by him.”

It was hardly to be expected. that these ptignacious young
athletes would have 'no convictions, or would prudently re:
frain from expressing their Sentiments on subjects, that were

~-at that time rending the political and religious world. As

~ vicar of the little hamlet of Bilsby in Lincolnshire, John
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~ Wheelwright became .r'e'cognize'd as a Puritan leader. V'Si-

‘lenced for non-conformity, about 1633, Wheelwright natur.

~ ally followed many of his Lincolnshire friends and neigh-
‘bors to America, landing in Boston, May 26, 1636. Here he

- was warmly welcomed by his wife’s' brother, William Hutch-

inson, and by Rev. John Cotton, to whose preaching 1n St
Botolph's church in old Boston, he had often listened. -

“Soon admitted to the, church in Boston, the brilliant young

: Puritarn divine beeame such a favorite with the.people, that

 many wished him to be settled with Pastor Wilson and Mr.

Cotton, as second teacher of the church in Boston Cotton i

favored the plan, but Wilson and Winthrop opposed it, on
the ground that Wheelwright, to a certain extent, shared the
~ religious opinions of his sister-in-law, Anne Hutchinson. It

was therefore decided, that Wheelwrlght should have charge .

of a new chureh to be gathered in what is now Quincy.?

From this time on, the great Antinomian controversy. -

* waged fiercely. In March, 1637, John Wheelwright preached

‘his famous Fast Day Sermon, that led to his arraignment by '

. the General Court, to answer to the charge of sedition and

" contempt. - In the strife that followed, Wheelwright showed -
that he had not forgotten that “more than ordlnary stroke

at wrestling,” for which the youth had been famous.

At length the Synod, assembled at Newtown,® August 30"

1637, declared ‘that elghty-two errors of doctrine were ram-
‘pant, and making sad havoc among the Puritan flocks. This

- was theview halloo, for which the General Court was waiting, V
to set about hunting down the heretlcal wolves,~—and soon

they were in at the death.

In Noyember, Wheelwright Wés dlsfranchlsed and ban-

‘Wheelwnghts 2nd w1fe was. Mary Hutchmson His first wife yvas Marie.

Storre or Storer of Bilsbee: .
QBramtree or Mt. Wollaston.’ o
3Cambridge. o : o
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ished, w1th orders to settle his affalrs and be gone. from the

Patent,! within fourteen days. To the added condition, that

he should not preach again during his stay in Mas%aehusetts,

‘Wheelwright gave a scornful refusal.

© It'was a bitter winter. . Beyond the Merrimac, ‘the snow'

lay three feet on a Ievel from the 4th of November till the
sth of March.

. - The place of Wheelwrlghts GOJourn during that dreary - ' o //‘E
r winter cannot be definitely stated, but as early as April,he . . e

had bought of the Indians the land at Squamscot Falls, now

the site of Exeter, N. H2 He was soon joined by several of

his Massachusetts friends and parlshloner< The land was.

cleared, a church gathercd wise regulatlons for self govern-
- ment agreed upon? and all seemed prosperous, when the B »
claim of Massachusetts to the region of the Piscataqua, “and .~~~ = '=»
the desire of some of the Exeter people to come under the Sy
jurisdietion of the Bay Colony, made it prudent for Wheel- ' .
wright and ‘his flock to seek a new home :

.

R In 1641, some of the Exeter ‘congrégation got permlssmn

* from Thomas Gorges, nephew of Sir Ferdlnand and Deputy ,
‘Governor of the province of -Maine, to ocCupy the land be- - B
“tween the Ogunqult and Kennebunk Rivers, from the sea,
eight miles inland, and two years later, “ Mr, John Wheel-
" wright, minister of God’s word, and others, “ are granted abso-
~ lute power, to sett forth any lott -or bounds unto any man ..

that shall come to inhabit.” ... ..

Thus the towns of Exeter, N. H., and Wells Maine, were
~both founded by the Antinomian exﬂe and his friends.. As -
a ploneer in two frontler settlements, the athletic training of

ST,

3

" 1Massachusetts ) o o V LT

It has been said that he bought land there by the famous deed of 1629,
before leavmg ‘Engiland.

P

" %“The Combination.”
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'>v.our Pumtan preacher must have stood h1m in good stead
. The historian of Wells, in speaking of the connection of the
Rev. John Wheelwrlght with that town adds, “ He left sons

whose energies were instrumental in building it up, and giv-.

- ing it an. influential p051t1on in the public councils;—men
" whose serv1cr—s were of ‘immense beneﬁt in those early days
- when souls were exposed to the most severe tests of a true'

citizenship.”
Samuel, son. of the Reverend ]ohn Wheelwrlght filled

msuccesswely all offices of trust in the g1ft of his townsmen.

“In 1677 he was the representative of York and Wells.
’In 1681 he was one of the Provincial Council, and later he

~ ‘bécame Judge of Probate and of the Court of Common )

Pleas.”
Picture the Wells of two hundred years ago. On a plateau,

_ perhaps a mile back from the ocean, a narrow-clearing,
- bounded on three sides by a vast and gloomy wilderness.

A stony highway following the trend of the ridge.. On one
‘side of-the road, a row of houses scattered far apart. Opposite,

~ the rocky slopes descendmg, subdued by incessant toil, bear
" a scanty harvest of maize. Below, wide- reaches of ‘marsh,
. threaded by winding creeks, the haunt of countless wild
fowl. The desert beach, and the sullen sea beyond. To

York, the nearest- settlement, a days journey by the shore

- if the tide was right; if not, by any Way that a man or horse. .
~ could take. :
. With few exceptions, if. we may cred1t its hlstonan the'
people of "Wells, up to about the year 1700, were poor,—.

materially, ‘intellectually ‘and morally Their houses were

mostly of logs, daubed with clay. They had few  personal -
oomforts or conveniences. Their beds were of the cat-tail -
‘rushes, which they gathered from the marsh. Knives and

forks, teacups and saucers, silver spoons, chairs, carpets and
looking glasses, were luxuries almost unknown. Their food

=
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was of the simplest. They had milk, but no butter -and'no.

tea nor coffee. Corn and such fish as they could catch, were

the chief of ‘their diet. The house of the richest man in

Wells is thus described by the town historian:* “The kitchen

is also the sitting room and parlor.. Looking around we dis-

cover a table, a- pewter pot, a hanger,*a little mortar, a drip-

~ ping pan. andaskﬂlet .No crockery, tin nor glass ware. No °
knives, forks, nor spoons,——not a chair to sit in. The house’
- contains two other rooms, 1n each of which is a bed a blank-

et and a chest.”
This was the home of Edmund thtleﬁeld h1s wife, and

" six children between the ages of six and twenty.:. We can--
" not wonder at this condltlon of affairs, when Wweremember -

that the labors of the people were often interrupted by In-
dian attacks. Rather let us admire the unflagging energy

and undaunted courage, with which, in the face of hardship”

and danger, they steadfastly held on to their territory. .Poor
and ignorant they may have been,—not of the highest mo-
rality according to our 5tandard but no peril could drive these

" brave: settlers from their frontier post. Every hour their
- lives. wére in jeopardy. Again and’ again their fields were

devastated, their houses burned, their neighbors butchered
or carried into .captivity, but not once was the little settle-

~ ment wholly deserted.

From 1688 to the peace of Ry&;w1ck [1697] a series of un-
provoked and unjustifiable attacks was made upon our fron-

" tier, by the French, under the pretext of protecting the: _
Eastern Indians, from encroachments by the English. To _

divert the Abenaquis; to’ prevent their bemg approached by
1Bourne ‘‘History of Wells- and Kennebunk p- 239
? A hook on which to hang a pot )

3Storer then the richest man in Wells, died in 1730 leavmg an estate of

$5000, and six snlver spoons. ~ There were no other silver spoons in Wells at .

that tnne

ESTHER WHEELWRIGHT; . 39 -
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4 »the Enghsh with: proﬁers of fr1endsh1p, to keep the Englxsh -
to the; west of the Piscataqua, and thereby to- secure. Maine - .
as a part of Acadia, was the motive of these attacks.. The R k
: .instructions to Villebon on his appointment as Governor of '
..~ . Acadia, were to make the Abenaquis live by war against the :
- /-~ English, and himself to set them a laydable example. » ]
: . Admit that the blow struck at Pemaquid' in 1689, and at
.~ Casco®in 1690, were the legitimate fruit of the pillage at Pen-
o ‘tagoet® in 1688,—no such justification can be offered for the.
butcheries at Kittery, Berwick, York and Oyster’ River!
.. In this border warfare, religious fanaticism was the stroncr-
est weapon of the French. Ifthe Abenaki chieftain flagged,
and - seemed willing to listen to overtures of peace frorm the
English, the exhortations of the mission priests of the Ken-
nebeck and Penobscot, fanned the flame of war afresh. The
scene at Father Thury's mission on the departure of these
war partles was ore of great rehglous excitement.* The JSn
warriors crowded the chapel, seeking’ confession and absolu- ' . S
tion, as if going to certain death, and when these savage cru- ' ' :
saders, hideous in fresh war paint, set out from the mission,
" headed by their priest, their women and children threw
" themselves upon their knees before the altar, and relieving
each other by detachments,.counted their beads continually : L
from daybreak till nightfall, beseeching Jesus, the bamts and , . -
the Blessed Virgin, for protection and victory in the holy .
_ war. The infant towns of Eastern New England received = o ”
abaptism of blood at the hands of the Abenaki converts, which ' '
was sanctloned and encouraged by the1r mission prlests '

‘Fort at mouth of the Kennebec. Y
" ®Portland. '
' *Castine.
“4Durham.

-5See Relation du Combat de . Canbas par M Thury, Missionaire, 1689. :
Vol 1, Doc. pub. iQuebec p.478.. . ’
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The French archives contain abundant authorlty for these . =~ 7
. stdtements, in the correspondence of those concerned in the R
"‘\ o instructions of the government, and in the reports of officials. =~ =~~~
- .We of to-day are not responsible for the unpleasant facts o
of history. - They must be met without é&xcuse or denial,
 without prejudice or passion. The evidence that the mission
priests of the Abenakis were active promoters of the strife
can no more be refuted, than the testimony against the .+
Puritan ministry for their part in the persecution of the .
‘Quakers, and the horrors of the Witcheraft delusion.! .
The names of, the Fathers Thury and Bigot are as truly -
and painfully connected with the tragedies of Pemaquid and -
~ Oyster River, as those of Cotton Mather and Pastor Wilson
_ with the whipping, mutilating and killing of Quakers, and
“the hanging of w1tches It was an age of intolerance. We
-may not judge the past by the. standards of the present.

. During the period I have men‘uoned,_ Maine had passed

"under the jurisdietion of Massachusetts, but though every :

English settlement to the east of Wells had been laid waste, . = .

(the survivors fleeing to Wells for refuge,) the authorities at

~ Boston seem to have shown an 1nd1fference to the needs of = - L .

- that place. There were;, however, valiant men in Wells, . ' Ll
" keenly alive to.the perils of the hour, and ever on the alert =~~~

<. to save the town, and defend the province. Conspicuous: =~ R

. among them were Lijeut. Joseph Storer and Capt. John - -

” '~ Wheelwright. In, the annals of New Encrland there are no -

' V ~ nobler names. ’ '

" John Wheelwrlght was the son of Samuel and grandson |
of the pugilistic Puritan, Rev. John Wheelwright. By his
' prudence his energy;. h1s ﬁdehty, his bravery and his pat-

. . IThe archives also contain leners from Acadnan officials, censurmg and

; : asking for the removal of certain priests, “‘do nothings,” ‘who took no_part in -
the war, but attended strictly to their rehglous dutles and were therefore sus-
pected of- favonng the Enghsh
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!

riotism, he earned the d1st1nct1on of bemg “the bulwark of
Massachusetts for defence against Indian assaults.”

Letters abound in our archives, signed by Storer and -

Wheelwrlght and other faithful -sentinels on this outpost,

RS

entreating that they may not be léft to perish, but that sol-

- diers and ammunition may be sent-to their relief, with money'

and provision for their support.
By their fores1ght some houses were pahsaded and Storer
and others built garrison houses as. early as 1689. As these

- garrison houses are a feature fast disappearing from the face

of New England, Imay be pardoned for describing them.

They were two stories in height, the upper story projecting
~a foot or two beyond. the lower, small port holes being some-

times made in the. floor of the projection, through which those
within mlght fire down, or pour boiling water upon an enemy

~ attempting to force .an eéntrance through the door or win-

dows below. There were also portholes’in other parts of the -

house. Other garrison houses were built of hewn timbers,
eight or ten inches square, laid hor1zonta11y, one over the
other. - The doors were of heavy plank, and often there were
port holes for windows. Some of these houses had flankers,

" or watch towers, at two diagonal corners, from which one'

could see every partof the building. The principal garrison

- houses of the town were palisaded, and like the so-called “Old -
Indian House" in Deerfield, served as a refuge for the neigh- ..
¢ 'bors in any alarm;—and as quarters for the soldiers, sent for =

their protection. Storer’s was the larfrest garrison house in
Wells. For his heroic defence of Storers ‘house in 1692,

'Captam Convers was made Commander-1n-Ch1ef of all the .
forces in Maine.

In the midst of these troublous ‘times, in the very year of

the building of Storer’s fort, John Wheelwright married

Mary Snell and took her home to the 11ttle one story house,

'Mame was bought by Massachusetts in hxs time.
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built by his grandfather, the Puritan preacher. It was proba-. -
bly palisaded at this time. Peace being nominally restored’
by the treaty of Ryswick, the people of Wells returned to
their farms and went courageously to work; but peace was of . .
short duration. By his acceptance of the throne of Spam for ' o
his grandson in 1700, the French king broke the solemn en- o
- gagement made to William of England, in the two Treaties . o
“of Partition, His subsequent recognition of- James Edward, R
the Pretender, as king of England, was a gross infringement -~ IR
of the treaty of Rysw1ck
.On the. 11th of June; 1702, Joseph Dudley returned to Bos- o
_ton as Governor of Massachusetts Bay. Within ten days. S
after hisarrival, hie was formally notified of Encrland s decla- :
‘ration .of war against France. Fearlng trouble from the
Indians at the Eastward, he with a party of friends, went at
once to Pemaquid,! and received from the sachems of ithat
region, promises of peace. Satisfied with this assurance, he
returned to congratulate the General Court on the success of
" his journey, and to reiterate his demand for the restoration
of the fort at Pemaquid.?" S
| The following extract from a letter of ]ohn Wheelwrlght
~ to.the Governor, dated Aug. 4, 1702, shows that the former
had no faith in the words of the savages. :
.. “Sir,—I-undérstand that the Indians at the Eastward vearey redily
Professed Great ‘fidélity to yourself, and the English nation, with
Great Promis of Peace and frlendshlp,hll)nch Promises so long as it
may stand with theire own Interest, Bbelieve they may keep, and
no longer, their teachers Instrucfing them that there is no faith to
be kept with Hereticks, such as they account us to be, themselves
~ - allso being naturaley deseatful .. .. . I having Experienced so mutch -
of their horable deseatfulness in the Last war, upon many treaties of
" 1At the mouth of the Kennebec Rwer : K
) ?M_g_ggmf_‘i:aﬁh eenda with Dudley. Massachusetts
understood that to rebuild Pemaquid would be ot no benefit‘to’ her, but would

be only a contmuatxon of the quarrel over the debatable ground of. Acadxa
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Peace, so that I cannot but apprehend our,
,..mote parts of the countrey, and being fro,
. ger, and ‘Considering that war was Proclaimed with the French', ., | .. i L

- who may . . : . -:sendszout an army against us.:, | B
ing the nearest to the Enemy. our Inhabitants dot
that your Exc.e}exicy would assist us with sum_ men r
- or s0 many as your Excellency.in Wisdom ‘may think it -
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.« to'maintain my Family with, and Carey alarg
‘ I have but little to maintain them withall.”
Six or seven of their eleven children hag already been born
to John Wheel’wright and Mary Snell, and the little one story
‘house at the Town’s Eng, being in an ex

e_'Family where

neighbors. = = . . - L ‘ :
. Storerand Whee‘lwright, being the leading men of the town,
- were licensed as retailers of beer and strong' liquors, and
- their houses served as ordinarjes Or taverns for the public, -
“In thosg days,” sighs the historian of Wells, “public houses
Wwere not always nurseries of virtue."” Ttisa hint 'Q,f the mor..
als of thie times, that both Storer-and Wheelwright were .
e dicted for~keepi"ﬁ‘g"'Kee1_e‘~s—'and bowls at their houses contrary
I to law.™ Perhaps the ké‘!;&éﬁna,ry Wwas not an unmixed evil.
Ministers - ang judges put ﬁb’here, in their.ﬂjoufneyS’ from -
‘Place to place; bringing the latest news from other parts,
Courts were held here. Here the town -officers met to delib-
erate, and the men of the village gathered here for socia] -
T ~chat and pastime,’ Commissioners, referees and executors

| “Keels and bowls,” old English for nine-pins and balls.

|
|
|
. - . ’[
|
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met in the “foreroom of the ordmary, to lay out roads, deade. '
.disputes, and séttle estates. Rum was a necessity of life in
‘those days, and the flip~and ‘toddy, mixed by John Wheel--

wright on such. occasions, was scored against the town, the

man, or.the estate, whose business was there transacted. To

the. boys, who had neither books, nor games, nor school, the
ordinary was amusing, and I have not a doubt, that little

“Esther Wheelwright stole. away now and then from her busy

mother, to look on . 4t the. games. We may fancy her with
her_closely (.ropped hedd, -her Puritan cap and homespun
frock clapping her baby hands and shoutﬂmor in glee at a

~ ten strike with the. bow}s and keels made by some gaunt -
: front1ersman S ,
Early in June, 1703,1 Dudley was notified by the Governor '

of New York,? that the French and Indians were preparing

_for an attack on Deerfield. Whereupon Dudley invited the

Abenaqui sachems to a conference at Casco. Thither he re-

paired with a’ splendld retinue on the 20th of June, and there
* to meet him, came all the famous sachems of the time. For. -
‘the Norridgewocks there was that loup-garou Hopehood, ex-
‘celling all other savages in cruelty,— and Moxus the brag-

gart, and Adlawando for the Pennacooks, and Wattanummon,
for the Pequawkets, and Bomazeen, the crafty, for the Kenne-

becks, and Wanungunt, for the Penobscots. The Governor’

tells them that commissioned by his victorious Queen, he
has come asto friends and brothers, to reconcile all differences

since the last treaty. After a solemn pause their Interpret- :

er replies: S -

“Brother,—the clouds fly and darken yet we Ts#ill smg the songs
of peace. As high as the sun is above the earth, so far are_ our

‘thoughts from war, or from makmg the least breach between us.’

'Dudley’s 20d trip to the’ Eastward.

*Lord Cornbufy, a ceusin of Queen Anné. Palfrey Hist. N.E.Vol. IV, .sayé
that Lord Cornbury kept a spy at.Albany to hear the talk of the Six Nations. .

'
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.After an interchange of gifts, both parties cast moré'_s";ones
~on the mounds heaped up at a former treaty and calléd the

Two Brothers, to signify fraternal love existing between the -

English and Abenakis. At this memorable council, Captain
| Samuel, a savage of great renown, who was most officious in

trymg to lull the fears of the English, said:! *“Several mis-

sionaries have come among us, sent by the French Fryars to

‘break‘the peace between the English and us, yet their words -

-have made no impression'onus. Weare as firm as the moun-
‘tains- a_nd will so continue as long as the sun and moon en-
dure.”

Parting volleys were fited on both sides, and Dud]ey re-

“tired, believing that ‘present danger was averted from Deer- -
field and the whole frontier: His- satisfaction with this re--

markable love feast, must have been somewhat lessened by

‘the presence of Mesambowit and Wexar for' the Andros-"
_coggins, who though- “seemlngly affable and kind, came with
two hundred and fifty men in sixty five canoos, well armed

and gaudily painted,”—by the late arrival of Wattanummon,
“who purposely lingered, as was afterwards said, expecting a

re-enforcement of--two hundred French and Indians, with

‘whom they were to fall upon the English,—and by the dis-

covery at the parting salute, that the guus of the savages
were charged with ball.

Not two months had passed since the treaty of Casco;

“when one mxdsummer day, six or seven bands of French and :
'Indians fell upon the scattered settlements. Charlevoix says
calmly,? “They committed some tr1ﬂ1ng ravages, and killed -
about three hundred men, but the essential point was to en-
gage the Abenakls in such a manner, that to retract would

be 1mp0551ble

- 'Drake, Book of the Indians, Vol. II. p 125‘.

2Charlevoix, Nouvelle France, Vol. 11, p. 28g.
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Wells, Winter Harbor,' Spurwink? Cape Porpoise; Scar.’
boro, Saco, Perpooduck® and Casco' were attacked. “At
Hampton, " says the chronicler, “they slew four besides the =~ :

~ Widow Mussey, a 1emarkable speaklng Quaker and much ./_,' B s
lamented by that sect.” A

At Haverhill, in February, Joseph Bradley s garrlson houise . /|
was attacked. Goodwife Bradley, “ per®iving the misery
that was attendlng her, and having boiling soap on the fire,
scalded one of them to death.”” She was carried captive for e
the second time.. Her husband attended Ensign Sheldon, on o
his second - expedition to Canada, and Goody Bradley and : R ¥
- James Adams of Wells. were two of .the forty-four captives A ' i

- - redeemed on that expedition. . : RE
"J B The merciless . fusillade on our frontiers began Aug. 10, e
‘ 1703, at Wells in the east and virtually ended Feb. 29, 1703-4, o ' _
-at Deerfield in the west.” Thenceforth the linesof thelivesof . o
the captives of both towns, often ‘cross each other. .- N '

Wells, having successfully resisted the assault of 1692, be-
: j\ . came the  special object of savage fury. -Anticipating victory

/

at that time, Cotton Mather says: “They fell to dividing per- L e
sons and plunder. ... .. Such a gentleman should serve such : R
-an one, and his wife be maid of honor to such a'squaw, and ' ' o
~ Mr. Wheelwright, instead of being the worthy Counsellor he
.now is, was to be the servant of such a netop* The capture
. of Wheelwright was a much coveted prize. _
The tragedy which began at Wells at nine o "clock’ on the
mormng of Aug 10, 1703, ended in the capture or death of
N : 'Biddeford.
) ?Kennebunkport.
- Falmouth. .
4Portland.
SPenhallow, Indian wars.
SLetter of Dudley to Lords of Trade, April 8, .1712, says “From Deerﬁeld
i the West to Wells in the East, is the frontier to the inland of both Provinces.”
' TMatthew Farnsworth and others of Groton -Mass., were captured in Aug y
1704, L . ‘ . . -
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thirty-nine of the inhabifai;’té. -~ Wheelwright's house being

at the eastern end of the \iiﬁage, Was probably. one of the

first attacked. His little daughter Esther, then seven years
old, was captured. The intrepid Storer was also bereft, His

daughter Mary, aged eighteen, was among the captives, One -

the retreat? Alas! no echo from the past replies. Ve may

-assume that Mary Storer.and Esther Wheelwright were kind-

som of ‘the two -giifis. : T : .
‘In gloom and despair, the meagre harvest wag gathered

- that autumn by the survivors at Wells. Drearily the winter =

1704, with assurances of the v
his brother Ebenezer. Meantime Deerfield had been sacked,

L and in the December, following Hill's letter, Ensign Sheldon
of that town set oyt for Canada.. The hearts of all the New

‘England captives there were cheered by the news of his ar. -

frorin james Adams, a Wells captive:

BERD p’xjayvgiuemy‘Kind loue to Landlord Shelden,}and tel.Hinl Lrhat

Tam sorry for ajl his los. I doe, in these few lins showe youe, that
god has shone yo ‘grat Kin‘dnessfand marcy. In carrying youre
Daig_hter Hanna and Mary in'partiCke;*eE" through S0.grat a jorney




bect,

! Hannah also Li
doe.” T , S
In reply to hig daughter’s letter Mr. Sheldon says:-

“My desire is that Mr, Addames ang you, wod doe al you can with

ues with  the frenc’, Jn in the sam house i

_‘d‘aught'er,a‘ and’Mary}Stor,er of Wells, with our other friendé and

that God may keep, and in due’ time deliver us, A
' E ‘ Your loving brother and sister, -

o neighbors here, are all well. Myself, wife ang child are well. " Pray

EBENEZER ang ABlAH HiLp”

. two years they had mourned their loved ones ag dead, when
_the glad tidings comes’ that “Cousin Fletcher and. Mary

Sayer and brother Joseph’s daughter ang Mary Storer angd

" other friends and neighbors as if named, are well.” All was

Jjoyin Sto.rer’s. garrison. . Ip Wheelwright’s, nbt joy, but hope

‘revived, and Yearning more intense, and resolVe'strengthened,

to find and rescue Esther if alive.

But where was Esther?'_’. Clearly the Hills and . James

A‘dams Were ignorant. of her fate,fbut how did this chilg

Quebec. -

c e
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~ Far away in the depths of the forest, to ‘th_e head waters of

‘the Kennebec, the Abenaki wolf had swiftly fled with the -

_ bleating lamb thus snatched from the fold: There, in one of
the Abenaki villages of Father Bigot’s mission, Esther lived
in the wigwam of her tawny master, an object of wonder to.- -

- his children, of jealousy, perhaps, to his fierce squaw: -

The - days lengthen into weeks,—the/weeks. to months,

-and these to years,! when one day as he is‘making his arduous

~ round from village to village, baptizing, catechizing, confess- -

ing . his -converts, Father Bigot sees a little girl, whose pale.

face, shrinking manners and tattered garments, show her to
be of different race from the bold, dusky, naked rabble
around her. 'He calls her to him. -He speaks to her, perhaps,’
an English word. She does not ‘answer. She has lost her
childhood’s speech. He sends for her -savage. master, and -

learns that she is Wheelwright's child. “The English rose - ° '

is drooping,” says the priést, “the forest life is too hard for . ’

her.” He will “transplant her to' Canada, where she will -

thrive better under the nurture of the gentle.nuns.”. “The

. little white flower must not be. plucked up,” says the Indian, ,

“let her grow up. among the pine- trees, to deck by and by, .7
the wigwam of some young brave.”. On each return of the

_priest to the village, this discussion s renewed, but - nelther

© promise nor threat can move the sullen savage. .

The lot of the little captlve is easier from that day. The

. Indian knows it is in the power of his Great Father the

' French Governor, to take the child from’ him, and he tries
by. kmdness to win her to stay. The prlest %pares no pains

- to teach her, and the intelligent child -quickly responds to
his efforts.” Soon she can say her credo and her catechism in-
French, as well as in Abenaki. Only she finds it hard that
even Father Bigot does not seem to understand her when she

-talks about her mother, and her brothers and sisters. And if

" 1Esther Wheelwright was six years with the savages.

N
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she asks when her father will come for"he‘.r, ‘her master is
angry and the priest frowns. Meantime De Vaudreuil is in- -

formed by Father Bigot of the hiding place of the child, and

"in some way or other, the news reaches Boston, that Esther-

Wheelwnght 1ong s1nce g1ven up by her, parents as dead is
alive.

On the 237d of Aprﬂ r708 L1eut Josiah. L1ttleﬁe1d of Wells,

~ while on his way to York, was captured and carried captive
" 'to Canada, arriving at MontreaI on the 3rd of June.. Soon
after, he wrltes as follows:

“!Dear and lovmg chlldren my kmd love <....to youall, .. ...
and to my brother and sister ... .. ‘and to. all my friends att
‘Wells. .. ... I have liberty granted to me to rite to my friends,
and to the governor, and for iy redemtion and for Wheelrite’s. child
to be redeemed, by two Indens prisoners ... ... With the Eng-
lish..../ and1 have been with the Governor thxs morning, and hee

"have promxsed, that if our governor will send them, that wee shall be '
". redeémed, for the governor have sent a man to redeem Wheilerites
child, and do looke for. him in now every day with the- child ito .

Moriel W\here I am, and I would. pray Whilrite to be verybrief inthe
matter, that we may come home before. winter, for we must come by
Albany, and: I have allso acquainted our gofnear Dedly? w1th the
same.” . : :

Ina postcrlpt to another letter ertten at the same tlme

S

Littlefield writes:

*Mary Storar is well and.Rachel Storer is well, and .. ... Storar
is well and Mary Austin of York is well.. . ‘
I pray you charge W heelrlght to be mmdful . . consearning

our redemption

We need no assurance, that a‘ demand was at once made by

Dudley,, upon the French ‘Governor, for the release of Esther

1Boume, History of Wells, p 267. Ty
’Govetnor Dudley g )
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,Wheelwrxght, After much trouble Father Blgot succeeds in

buying the Endhsh rose from. the Abenaqui sachem. In

" the autumn of 1708 he transplants her to Quebec, where she
is kindly welcomed by the Governor and-his wife, who re-
ceived her into their own household. - From the squalor and

‘rags of the wigwam on the Kennebec, to the luxiury of
~ the Chiteau Saint Louis, what a contrast'—What are the

- ‘thoucrhts of the twelve years old - girl? Have the five years -
- of forest life blotted out her remembrance of the little house

‘at’ the town’s end at Wells?> She has learned to love Pére
Bigot as her kindest friend and father. To priest and child

_ alike, the parting must have been painful. Does she console
‘herself with the belief. that. she is now to be restored’ to -

home and frlends or.is she daqzzled and pleased by her stir-
- roundings?

No effort seems to have beer\ made by De Vaudreml to re-

store Esther to her parents. Madame la Marquise, his wife,
- having received an appointment as assistant-governess to-
“the royal children at the Fren -Court, decides to place her
school

of the Ursuline Convent.
“The 18th of ]anuary, 1709, salys the Reoqster of the Con-
vent, “Madame la Marquise brought us a 11tt1e English girl,
as a pupil. - She is to pay 40 écus.’tt \
The names of Louise de Vaudteuil and’ Esther W(heel-

_ wright stand side by side on the list of pupﬂs ‘at the pension .

of the Ursulines at Quebec. Thanks to Father B1got shortly

after entering. the school, Esther. took ‘her first communion -

“with angelic fervor.” Beloved by t\he sisters, and happy in

come a nun. “But,” says the annalistof the Ursulines, “the
Marquis who considered himself pled ed to restore her to

" her convent home, Esther expressed\z strong desire to be- 7

her famlly, would not heara word to thi\s, and took her home .

1About $40 of our money N
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v 'Wlth ‘his daughter to the chiteau." A pohtlcal prlsoner of

such importance, could not be permltted to immure ‘herself

".in a convent.. Graceful; amiable, modest, ~Esther won all,

hearts at the. chiteau, as before at the convent ,—but her life.

. for the next two’ years must have been restless and unhappy.

Tt was a time of much negotiation between the two govern-
ments, concerning a genetal exchange of prisoners. During

* thisbusiness; Estheraccompanied De Vaudreuil to Three Riv-

ersand Montreal. At Three Rivers she stayed with the Ursu-
~ lines, and at- Montreal in the clomters of the Hotel-Dieu.
 On- Satu‘a'ay, Oct. 3, 1711, while at Montreal, she was god-
mother at the baptism of Dorothée de Noyon, infant daugh-

ter of Abigail Stebbins, a Deerfield’ captive, and signed her

‘nameina handsome handwriting in the parish register, with
Father Meriel, and the son of the Baron of Longuéil.

1In June, 1712, the French Governor proposed that our cap--
tives be. brought from Canada into or near Deerfield, and
.French prisoners sent home from thence. Two of the French
in our hands, absolutely" refusing to return to Canada,® young .
-Samuel Williams® set out from Deerfield with the others on
the 1oth of July, returning to Boston in September with
nine New England captives.

The absence of Madame de Vaudreuil in Europe maklng it
inconvenient for the Governor to keep Esther with him at the
- the chdteau, he yielded at last to her entreaties to be allowed

to go back to her Ursulinf? mothers. Fostered by the atmos-

phere of the convent, a religious exaltation took possession of
- her soul.—“One thought alone,” says the annalist, “occupied
her mmd ,—the preservatlon of her faith and the salvation of

‘Esther was thlrteen in 1709, when she entered the pem‘um remamlng there
till 1711,
9Cosset and Le Fevre. .

3L1eut Samuel Williams, then:but twenty-three years old, a redeemed cap-
tive. and son of the Rev John Wllhams of Deerfield.
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her soul.” On the second of October, 1 712, on the festival of -
Saint Ursula, she began her novitiate ag an Ursuline nun, On ~
the third of January, 1713, she took the white veil. The joy
of Father Bigot in seeing his protsg., arrayed as the “bride of

Jesus” knew no bounds. He insisted on defraying the ex-.
Penses of the occasion, and- Preached to the multitude »q -

- sembled to Wwitness the Ceremony, 3 Sermon glowing with

feeling and' eloquence. From the text, *“Thy hand shal -

- lead me and thy right hang shall hold me,” the priest shows

Esther the hand -of Providence )in every-event of her life.
-“Dear sister,” he says; “in these words. the Psalmiist seems
to me to have expressed ag in a pictur,e't"h'e story of your -
life. ... .. Hell! Profane- world!—in vain g, you array your
Strongest batteries against God’s elect, . . . - His right hanq
shall hold ‘them, . . ... By Whai_,_nlg,l_‘lf-'l&of-(}od’s goodness
do you i&i.y(mrsé]f.-_toxfa’;?(ﬁ;&sister, happily transplanted
from a sterile and ingrate land;-where - you would have been
the slave of the demon of heresy, to 4 land of blessing ang

.

promise, where you are about to enjoy the sweet freedom of

about to open the door to the throne, not. of-a powerfyu]
Ahasu%nis,ebut of the Master of Ahasuerus~the' Lord of
Lords and King.'(')fv Kings. " To Him and for Him, she is led
in triumph, and if this triumph seemsto you to have nothing
of the magnificence of 5 marriage festival —if instead of joy-
ful acclamations ang the harmony of musical instrurnents,
nothing- is heard but the confused and fierce yells of savage

‘Warriors, none the less is it/a .t‘riumph for her the last scene




" Stances 1n which .he'found‘j her, in order to. pt;ove to her ‘that
in all her perils, Privations anq. sufferings, she had bee!n"‘_up.

lifted and led by the hand of God.

. si,ster,'—Y(ﬁﬁ'cannot~escape from the hang of your God. All

your father and mother, ang abated the eagerness of their

first pursuit of theirchilg. . . o A
Now that the law makes' you mistress of*yourself they can

0o longer oppose the choj

e BT AL Aty
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~ Schuyler arrived i Canada as ambassador for a general ex- = .
~ change of prisoners. ~Later in'the year, Reverend John Wil- ..~
- Jiams-and Captain ]ohn Sthdard were in Canada ona 51m11ar

: errand

"~ By. all these envoys a special demand was made for the : re-

' Alease of Eunice Williams, and doubtless for Wheelwrlo‘ht

. daughter, and Esther received pressing Ietters from her fam- .
. ily urging her return. This is the: first record of letters to
Esther from her family, but her resolution to become a nun
was unshaken by them. However, lest stronger temptation -

should assail ‘the young novice, and 4t her most urgent en- .

_treaties, it ‘was thought best to'shorten her term of probauon ‘
the circumstances being considered by all, sufﬁc1ently extra-

ordinary to wartant this exception to their rules,—the only
one of the kind ever made by the Ursulines of Quebec.
Whether the Governor wholly approved of ‘this proceeding,

or whether in thlS instance, the state succumbed to the church

. we have no ‘means of knowing. :

-On the mormng of the 12th of Apml 1714, the. Marqu1s de

Vaudreull with'his brilliant suite,—the Bishop of Canada and -

" the dignitaries of the church, in all the splendor of their

-

- New’ England captive, known thereafter as Mother Esther

T prlestly vestments,—with all the beauty and fashion of Que- -

bec, assembled in the'éhurch of the Ursulines, which was

‘decorated as if for the grandest festival. There Esther
Wheelwright was invested with the black robe and veil of

their order, by the Sisters of Saint Ursula, and the young

Marie Joseph of the: Infant Jesus, serenely turried her face
away forever from her ch11dhood’s ‘home and friends.

. A quarter of a.century. passea before the curtaln rises agam a
. on Esther Wheelwnght

- It is . just one hundred years smce the Ursuhne, Marie de -

: «;l Incarnation, and. her sister, nuns- landing -at Quebec fréma

little boat f‘deeply laden with salted. codfish, on which un-
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: coolc-ed.‘tliey.had s'ubsiSt'edﬁ fora fortnight, . .. . fell prostrate, = .° D ‘ :
’ and kissed the sacred soil of Canada:™ : S . ° L

- Just a hundred years, ‘too, since the Puritan exile, John |
‘Wheelwright formed with his companions at Exeter, that
remarkable Combination for self government.? o o

It is the year of our Lord, 1739. - For a year by prayer and cF '

- penance extraordinary, the Ursulines of Quebec, have been
- preparing themselves with rapturous devotion to celebrate.
worthily the centennial anniversary of their foundation.? :
At midnight the cathedral bells, echoed by a gayer peal :
- from the convent, announce to the city of Quebec, that a festl-'
val day is-at hand. The altars of the Ursuline church. are
vmagmﬁcently decked: The freshly gilded altar screen re-
flects the light from hundreds of wax tapers’blazing in silver
cand1e<t1cks From four in the morning till noon, mass is o
* celebrated uninterruptedly. ' Processions of priests, in vest-
ments’ stiff with gold, and lace from the looms of Europe o
comnte and} go chanting the Te Deum ) : 3
As the day declines, the plaintive voices of the nuns, smg—
ing their vesper hymus, steal softly from behind the grille.
‘ In the little house at.the town’s end in Wells, in the dim
o candle light, an old tan, and his old wife sit alone together. A _
The click of her knitting needles is in sweet accord ‘with the , L
scratch of his ‘quill,-while he; Wmtes as follows: "+

[ Vg

icshuey

Bl T i e

RE !

2 #*

‘ “I commiend my soul to God my Creator hopmor for Pardon of - . h
all my Sins, and everlasting salv:mon through the alone merits of '
Jesus Christ.”

4 . - : e
‘'Parkman, Jesuits .in N. A, p. 182. The sﬁip'anchored at Tadoussac. o F
sThence the nuns. proceeded in a small boat to Quebec. Marie de. I*Incarna- - . -k
tien, aged 39. Mdlle. de la Peltrie, 30. Meére St Croix, 30. Marie de St. Jo- L '
seph, 22. ‘Mdlle. Charlotte Barré, 18. Indians ran along the shore, ~

*Monday, June's, 1639.

?Among those pious virgins are three New England capuves Esther Wheel-
wnght Mary Anne Dav1s, and Dorothée Jeryan, whom I believe tg be jordan

‘
.
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- He rhakes his wife, Mary, sole _Executr,izr of his will, and be-
queaths to her lands, mills, his household goods, his cattle of
all-kinds, his negro and mulatto servants, and a share of his

money. Then his thoughts.dwell on the l1ttle child, long ago' o

2] cruelly torn from him:

" “] giveand bequeath to my daughter Esther. Wheelwrlght if llVng in -

Canada, whom I have not heard of for this many years, and hath
been absent for more than 3o yeares, if it should please ‘God that

“She return to this country and settle here, then my will is that my

four sons viz: John, Samuel, Jeremiah and Nathaniel each of them

_pay her Twenty Five potnds, it being in the Whole One Hundred

Pounds “within six months after -her Return and Settlement

Captaln John Wheelwrlght died Aug. 13, 1745..

On the 16th of November, 1750, his widow who survived .

him ten years, disposed by will of her temporal estate. *
She bequeaths to her four sons, “each 5 £ i in old tenor bills,

- or the value thereof in lawful money.” .
- To her daughters Mary Moody and- Sara.h ]effer‘ds all her
“wearing Apparell,” including her “Gold Necklace, Rings

and Buttons. to be equally divided between’ them,” and to
Sarah Jefferds in addition, a “negro boy named Asher.”

Of her “Real and Personal Estate, within Doors or without,”
one fourth is bequeathed to each of her two daughters afore-
" said, one fourth to her “three beloved Grand- daughters
children of her “deceased daughter Hannah. Plaisted,” and
one fourth to her “four beloved Granddaughters,” chlldren
of her “deceased Daughter Elizabeth Newmarch.”

In the division of her property, her “Negro servant Wom-

an named Pegg, shall be Divided to such of my Aforesaid

Daughters or Granddaughters which she shall choose.to live -

with after my Decease” . and “furtherr_nore Provided my
Beloved Daughter Esther Wheelwright who has been many
years'in Canada, is yetliving and should by the wonder work-

ing- Prov1dence of (xod be Returned to her Native Land, and :

A gt g AT i o 0 s R e Tin el b e TR e s T e
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tarry and dwell in it, I give and bequeath unto her, one Fifth =
_part of my Estate which I have already by this Instrument
will? should be.divided to and among my afores? Daughters '
and Grandda}lghters to' be paid by them in Proportion to -
their Respective Share in the above mentioned Division unto
her my Said Daughter Esther Wheelwrlght within one year A _
after my Decease Anything above written in this Instrument R S
to the Contrary notw1thstand1ng e : . o
It would seem .from the wills of Captam ]ohn VVheel-’ .
. wrlght and his wife, that the testators did not know that their : -
~ daughter had bound herself by irrevocable vows to a monas- S
“ticlife. The Hlstory of the town of Wells, pubhshed in 1875, o
A confirms. this opinion. Its author, alluding to the refusal of ' o
: some New England captives to return from their capt1v1ty,, ' '
says, “Esther Wheelwright was one of the number. .. ...
Whether she. acquired any more intimate: ‘than the natural
relationships of life, does not- appear from any tradition or
* written.relics of the day. .. ... She wrote to her father from . . »
her captivity. He lived in the hope that she would come I .
back, and provided for her in his will, in the event she BRI
should return from her-wandering after hisdeath ..... the
- fate of all humanlty may have overtaken her before that . . S
time.” .. ... 'On the contrary, the annalist of the Ursulines =~ = - o
states, that “Immedlately after Esther’s profession as a nun,
word was sent to her family, who far from being offended
with this step of the young girl, sent her a messenger from -
‘Boston, charged with letters and gifts.” - These statements,
both made by respectable authority, are irreconcilable. Care- e
- ful study forces me to.the conclusion, that,the annalist of "~ : = - !
~ the convent records actual events, of which at the date of - T
the publication of the history of Wells, not even a tradition ) S
remained to Wheelwright’s descendants in New England. ~ -~ =~ - . 7
Imagme the stir at the convent, when in January, 1754, a4 : :

““Maine Wills.”. Lnbrary of the Hxst ‘and Gen. Soc Boston ol ) N '.?
]
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young genﬂemaﬁ from Boston presented himself at the door,

.announcing himself as the nephew of Mother Esther of the

Infant Jesus, and demanding an'interview with his beloved
aunt. The flutter of the Zouriire! the hesitation of the
Mother Superior, the hurried consultation of all in authority, — -
may be better imagined than described. After some delay,
the Bishop kindly granted entrance to Major Wheelwrlght

“hoping that it might result in his conversion.”

How one longs to know what this dunt and nephew, meet: .
ing then for the first time, had to say to each other,—in what .
1ancruacre they talked,—what questions. were asked by the-
captive of fifty years. ,

All we know is, that at his departure the young man gave .
to his aunt a miniature . portrait of her mother, and present- _

‘ed the (,ommumt) with sothe “fine linen, a beautiful silver

flagon, and a knife, fork and spoon, of the same material.’”?

. At the moment of Major'Wheelwright’s return to New
England young Major Washington was . making his report-
to Governor Dinwiddie, of the refusal of the French to aban-

" don'their fort at the headwaters of the Ohio.? The tardy at-

tempt of the English in the followihg February, to build a
fort at the fork of the Ohio,"brought on a skirmish between
Washington and the French commander, which, -Says Mr.

 Parkman, “began the ‘war that set the world on fire.”

_ 'The: attendant at the erolvmg grille at which all vlSltOl‘S to the convent
apply for admission. . e

" *This account of ’\da]or Wheelwrlghts visit may be found in Hlswlre des
Ursu]mes de Quebec, p. 327, Vol. 11.” Our own Archives record at leasm three
journeys of Major Nathaniel Wheelwnght to Canada as ambassador from our
Government for the exchange of captives. See Appendix: especially Wheel-
wnght s letter to Gov. Shirley, dated Nov. 30, 1750, in which he refers.to his em-
bassy of the year before. From thlS 1t would seem as if he must have seen .

- Esther, previous to 1754.

3This was Fort Le Boeuf, on a branch of the Alleghany near Erie and_ with-
in the English province of Vzrg:ma
4Putsburg N o e
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‘The siege of Quebec began on the l"th of ]uly, 1759. The ' '
cannonade of the r3th and 14th, proved that the convent must

be var Eightof the sisters crotl/ave to remain in charge.

- "Though there is no positive proof we have a right to believe
_ that Esther of the Infant Jestis, was ote of the eight. With
© the fervor of a devotee, she had the force and the fearless-_
ness. of ‘the Wheelwrights. ~She was s1xty-three years old ‘

and the fifth on the list of choir nuns. -

At sunset of the 15th, [July 25, 1759, 'N S] the rest of the -
Ursuhnes, b1dd1ng a reluctant farewell to the courageouq.

little band, sped swiftly down to the meadows of the Saint

Charles, to seek shelter in the convent attached to the Gen-;
* eral Hospital. . The sisters of the Hotel- Dieu were there be-
- fore them. The Hospital, being out of reachof the projectiles,

was the refuge of hundreds of people, ﬁeemg in frwht from

* the ruins of the. Lower Town.

- Imagine the consternation and angu1sh .Of the next few'
weeks. The nuns at the Hosp1ta1 were busy night afd day,
_ with'the care of the maimed and dying of both armies. At -
" intervals, the qu1ck stroke of the convent bells callmg them .-

to their devotions, gave them their only rest.” Above their
prayers rose thé groans of the wounded, the scream of shot

and shell the roar of flames and the crash ‘of falling build- = |

ings. “In the gray of the morning of the sixtieth.day of the

~ ever memorable siege, the strao-glmg file of red-coated sol- ,
. diers, clambered up the rocky steeps, and formed in line of
- battle on the Plains of Abraham. When the shadows of
' ‘night gathered on that gory field, the Seven Years War i in
. America was virtually ended, and the question whether France

or England was to be master of th1s continent was- forever

-settled.

On the rnornlng after the battle the gallant Montcalm

- breathed his last. The day was one of dire distress. -
- Venturing from the narrow cellar of the monastery, where

E
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- they had stayed out the s1ege Esther Wheelwrlght and her
companions gazed upon a desolate scene. ' In peril of their
~lives, and with great laber and fatigue, they had saved most
of their windows. Their cells'were demolished, their chim-
neys battered and tumbling, their roofs charred and riddled.

" Confusion’ reigned everywhere. No workman could be -
found to make a coffin for Montcalm. Finally old- Michel, .
" factotum and general overseer atrthe Convent, the tears
‘streaming down his face, nailed together a rough box from
the débris of the bombardment.  In this rude casket, at nine
o'clock that evemng, the Marquls de Montcalm was carrled'
to his rest.

Silence and gloom brooded over the mty “Not a drum
~ was heard,—nor a funeral note.” No gun was fired,—not a .
~ bell tolled. Men and women, wandering dazed among the
~ ruins, fell into line with the little procession.that bore the
dead soldier from the hotise of the surgeon Arnoux to his bur-
ial in the chapel of the Ursulines. Two little girls stealing - B B |
“unnoticed into the church, stood by his grave, while by the IR
flare of torches, the body of the hero was lowered into a hole. : ’
. in front of the altar, made by the bursting of a shell. The ..
~ service for the dead was chanted by three priests. The quiv-
ering" voices of Esther Wheelwright and her sister nuns
were heard in response, then sobs, repressed through all the
horrors of the siege, burst forth, “for” says the annalist, “it
seemed as if the last hope of the (,olony was buried.”

General Murray, who was left in ‘command of the English '
troops,in Canada, répaired the Ursuline convent, and quar-
‘tered there a partof his wounded men. - Esther Wheelwright
and her companions cheerfully assumed the duties of Hospi-
tal nuns, and the soldiers proved themselves truly grateful
for the. Chnstlan charity thus shown them. Among the

_ troops was a Scotch reglment The good nuns were so dis- .




lwright of the Infant
\ Superior of the Ursulines, “Thus, ‘s-tran’gély
enough, at the ‘moment of th_.e_éstabli‘shment of the English

4, the first (anq last), English Superior
d. - Her election isa
f the confidence
e was virorth.y of

‘the trust, appears in all her acts.? o :
' Quebec, rations were jggy
. querors for the subsistence of the peopl
fore Esther's election, on th
- -the éonven’t, General ]
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$1352.46, was rendered by the commjs‘sa’ry for provisions fur.
tished' the Community from: Qct
’ n 1761, (the'year folflo,‘win

Of course, the
rin this respect. Among other
rtrait paintgd in the dress of her or-

were.not disposed (o
things, she sedt’by Mr. Moody her own ‘po
der. Thisis still in the family, having bee 3
from generation to generation.” For the above I am indebted 1o
- Wheelwright of Boston, is"about fo p, imily. 2
g : CoAB
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Mother Esther wrote at once to General Murray, stating the . g
inability of the nuns to pay the debt thus contracted; .at the
same time putting at the disposal of ‘the government certain

-of the. Community'fs' lands. “Nevertheless,” she adds, “we

which I have the honor to be, &c., &c., &c.” She might -
have hinted, that the shelter and care-given to the wound-
ed English ought to count for something ‘towardg the
payment of the debt. In the interval of suspense, while
" Murray wrote for instructions to Englang, Esther wrote. :to
* tHe Mother Community in Paris; «“We shall try t6 do without
éverythil_lg, for, for'some years we shall have to heap up ‘the .

The non-afiMEf‘IéftErs from France: caused much anxi- N
T T lety. In October, writing again to, Paris, she says, “Every.
: ‘body of position is surprised not to hear a word by way of

o A later -lettér runs thus:. “We shall very _sbon be_in a con-.
T - dition net to be able- to dress.burselvgs-according to the rules.
' ©  Since the war, we are especially in' need of bombazine for

N SR v
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our wveils. In“deéd the need is so pressing, that soon we shall
1ot be “ablato appear decently, having nothing but rags to
cover our”heads. We cannot buy thege things of the Eng. -
lish., - Thé)' don’t yet know how to cozffer the nuns, I think,,
my dear mother, you might send us a'few pieces of bomba.

© zine by some of our Canadiaﬁs,'who must return to th'e'ir‘p‘o'or

. country. M. de Rouville who was the bearer of your letters,
would have considered it g pleasure to bring some bomba.-
zine to us, and could- have done so without. much trouble,

" There is plenty of food, but everything is very dear, and sil.

ver is Very scarce, never having been much current in Can:

is extant, dated jan; znd, }'7164, thanking ‘her for a “'Happy
New Year” she had sent him, and wishing her many in return.
After Murray’s return to England, the ‘Mother Superior and

Nothing was omitted in the Celebration of Esther’s fiftieth
yéarof religious profession as an Ursuline uun, to convinee her

~
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given up to recreation- and congratulation.” In the. Refce.
tory, there was feasting and joyful;conversétiori.
hall was gay with flowers and gifts, and the children of the
pﬂm’qii, with son and dance, brought thei; X
~ beloved Mother Superior. Late i
tion service was“held, and th
of drum and. fife, o S ) :
In her girlhood, Esther had embroidered much for the al. o
tars. Seeing at f:l}is time the great admiration of the English c
i rk, she encouraged thjg kind of -
' O to i incred:

The great

- ible industry. I . o ‘
In May, 1761, writing to the Procurator of the Ursulines in - ’
Paris, she. says, “It'is tru¢ that noﬂtwithstanding our misfor. .

t lack the ’nece'_ssities‘ of life, if one had
-plenty of money, but we have onl '

sider it a privilege to -

to supply the. demand.”.

ve are not lacking = -
Nobody but myself,
no hurry to acquaint

1uns, in sparing  them anxieties which
€r own heart, . ' R

er eyes, brought on in her ‘declinin
e. When she could no.

weighed heavily on b
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ilonger embroxder exqulsrtely, she busied herself with mend-
_ ing the underclothing of the Community, showing the same

skill and delicacy in darmng and patchmg that characterized

" her more-beautiful handiwork.

. For nearly seventy years, Esther Wheclwrlght fulﬁlled
with fervor and fidelity, all the duties of a monastic life. - No

‘one was more scrupitlous'in the observance of all its rules.
In the feebléness of* age, as in the vigor-of youth,’ {in sum- -

mer’s heat and winter’s cold, she was always in her place.

In learning to obey, she learned to command. As a teacher .

of young g1r1s she was very successful.. Her happy disposi-

tion and sweet temper, made her example even more elo- -
‘quent than her precepts. With her, forbearance and gentle-

ness, with thelmost charmmg pohteness, took the place of a

- stricter dlsc1p11ne and never | failed to win the love and obe- -
~ dience of her pupils. Shé was promoted to her re époncmble

position as Superior,,at the most critical epoch in the history

of her adopted country. -French in all her sympathles —a
‘Romanist of undoubted zeal,—yet, undaunted by embarass-

ments to which a woman of less’ btrength and breadth of
character would have ylelded she so adapted herself to the

, éx1gen01es of the situation as to win for herself,and the Com-

munity, the favcfr\and respect of the conquerors.-

In 1766, the rules of her Order not allowing her re-election .
* for a third successive term, she-was discharged, but again r?‘

elected in 1769: She was thenpseventy-two years of age—
but her mind and heart never grew old.
In 1771, writing to the Mother Superior of Par1s she says, ‘I,

beg you to accept the assurance of our tost tender attach-

- ment. - I wish I could give you Some proof of it, other than

. by words, but we cannot even find a way to send you thosé
~ triflés from th1s country, which we used to take pleasure in

sending you. - In our prayer,s, you always have a large share..

Pray for me that God in his mﬁmte ‘mercy may grant mé a

[
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_hap};y/deatjh.” Iné October,-1772, it Was‘ feared that Mother
Esther would not live till the December elections. She ral-
-~ lied, however, and on the 15th was honorably discharged from
the superiorship, onlyto be made. A%s1stant Superlor and six

.. years later Zelatrix.
- _mk in the evening of the: 28th of October 1780

Esther Wheelwright died, at the age of eighty-four yearsand
. eight months. . “She died as she had lived, says the annalist,
;7 vin continual. aspirations towards Heaven, repeatmg unceas-

' ST ingly some verses of the Psalms. ... ..-
/’ . -Her ancestors were noble, but her heart was- noblcr still;
N and the memory of her virtues will be forever: dear. to this
] /’ ~". House....-.From 1712 to 1780 she was one of its ﬁnest or-
g /- . naments zmd firmest qupports '

i " The*name,of Wheelwright is still reverenced. by the Ursu-'
‘ hnes of ()uc,bec At the convent to-day, they tell you with
prlde of ‘the gifts bestowed on them b} Lsthers cousin and
fellow captive, Mary Q;ayer‘
~ The silver flagon’ presented by Major Wheelwmdht is still
in use in their Infirmary, and the miniature of Esther Wheel-
- wrlght s mother, a blonde with hazel eyes and an oval face, is
"$ sacredly preserved.” Retouched by the addition of aveil and -
drapery, and enclosed in a richly embossed frame, containing
- also four.telics of the Samts it is now reverently cherlshed' :
asa Madonna. - . : - . g
I have been' permitted to stand in the inner chapel of the -
Ursulines at Quebec, above the spot where the mortal part of -
Esther Wheelerght lies buried.

. My fondest ambition in- writing ‘this story is that in

some hout of recreation, it may" be read "to the novices by -
# - - the Mother Assistant, who’entering the convent fifty years
‘ ago, found there as'a nun, the little girl’ who saw the burial
of Montcalm: and latér wasan inmate of the convent, durmg
the last seven years. of Esther Wheelwrlght s life.

1Sgae “‘Stéry of a York Family.” .
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STORY OF A YORK FAMILY. - -
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; _ One mldsummcr day in the ycar 1588," the dukc of Mu]ma B R o
2 ~Sidonia looked in at the Plym's mouth as he sailed by with '
2 B the Invincible Armada to conquer England, and said to him- .
self in good Spanish, “When I shall have finished the busm(.ss' —_——
Jhaveinhand, T will build me a lordly plcasurc house on yon- :
& ~der height and there I will take mine case.” ..
’ e Sir Francis Drake looked  up from thé game of - skittles he -
i ~was playing on the Hoe at I’Iymouth and curling his mous-
tache, as'was his custom when angry, he said to his compan-
“ion, “I'll finish the game when I shall-have clipped the wings
of yonder brave bird.” Whether Drakc returned to finish
his game history does not tell us. We are also léft to. infer .,
- that the Don’s plaisance rémained a castle in the air. .
Seventeen years later, on another midsummer day? some- -
body roused the Governor of Plymouth frem his siesta, with
. the exciting news that George chmouth had come into ,
_ port with five Indians, whom hé had kidnapped on the Ken- c W
nebec rlver [n his otherww{, fruitless voyage to New Eng- - ' ’
land. . A : .

: 'J‘uly 20, 1588. . “july,‘ 1605.

+
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. Sir Fer knandd Gorges, at that time Governor of Plymouth,
" was living||there the listless life of a garrison officer. Into-. =
' I:}itonal mansion on the Hoe he took three of Wey- '
}dlans had them taught English and kept them
“three years. Did anybody ever comptite: . the influence of-
these “three- little Indian boys” on our history? =They told .
“him about: the “stately islands,” “safe harbers” and “great
. rivers” of their native land, and 1nsp1red him-to plant a col--
- ony there.  “This accident,” ‘says Sir erdinando, “was the
- means under God of puttmg on foot an glvmg hfe toall ourA :
' plantations.” . -\ o
- Being a man of’ Wea 1;-ra and influence, he ea.sﬂy se-* :
- cured the co-operation of Sir John B
~ tice of ‘England. How the Popham colony, planted: by the»‘
“Plymouth Company in August, 1607, on|the Kenn_ebec river, .
- starved with'the cold the first winter —hdvv -Tamestown, the .-
" offspring of the London Company, thanks to a milder clime,
survived,—how Capt, John Smith, “a fufitive slave,” as Mr. -
Palfrey happlly Calls him, after foundin; r the Old. Dominion;
sailed up and down the New England coast ‘printed lavish

. praise of its resources, and made a map of all its- capes, in-

lets, islands and ‘harbors, to which. Prince Charles gave the
familiar hamgs they béar today,——how Gorges, not doubtmg -
that God wguld effect that which man despalred of, was a -
‘ part of every scheme of colonization: —all this is Lnovm to-

_every careful reader of our history: : .
It was doubtless under the ausplces of Gorges that the first -

~ English settlement at Agamenticus was made, and when in
- 1635, the charter of New England izvas surrendered ‘to the.

am, Lord Chief Jus- o

" crown and its territory parcelled out among the. patentees, N

_Gorges received the territory. between the Merrimac'and the -
Kennebec, extendmg one hundred and twenty miles.inland.

. falmost unl1m1ted power and pr1v1lege

Wlth this province of Maine, the Crown conferred upon h1m . 4



s
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M B;ncrbft"says'.df_ Sir Fé?dinaﬁdg,_ “The f’rie‘h”d"a‘ndv o
temporary of Raleigh, he adhered to schemes in America for
almost half a century, ... ... and was still ‘bent on’coloniza-

! tion, at an age when other men are but preparing to die with

A - decorum. ..... Like another R_é_;mﬁ;lds, -this - septt__iagena-"‘i;» By
“rianroyalist . . . . and veteran soldier resolved to perpetuate

" his' name,” and in 1642 the ancient Agamenticus became the
" city “Gorgeana,” “As good a city,” says Bancroft; “as seals ;
‘and parchment, a nominal mayor and alderman, a chancery - |
-court and 4 court leet, setgeant: rolls and white rods canmake .

of a town ‘of less than 300 inhabitants.”

L " In the King"s_pézter@t to Gorges it had been 'éxptesély ‘stip-' ‘

‘ulated that Episcopacy should be thé'gstaﬁlished'_'religion' of - - 7‘

- his:province, -

.+ In 1643 John Wheelwright, removing from ‘Exeter to es-
_cape the: bigotry of ‘the Bay settlements, betook himself toa .
. tfact adjoining Agamenticus, which he bought of Gorges, to.. .-

. which he gave the name of Wells. R

. Thesame year Plymouth and the Bay Colony made aleague
*with Connecticut ‘and .New Haven for mutual protection. .

. “Those of Sir -Ferdinando Gorges his province .. . . . were

not Teceived or called into ‘the Confederation,” writes ‘Win.
throp, “because they ran a different course from' us, both in.

their ‘ministry and civil ‘administration, for they had lately

made Accominticus (a poor village) a _corporation, and had
made a taylor the mayor, and had gnt’ertained_oné Hull, an

© .excommunicated person, and very contentious, for their min-

',vistver." . Whatever may have been the faults and follies of
Sir-FerdinandQWe cannot help admiring his persistence—his
 life-long devotion to the great idea of colonizing' New Eng-+

land.

v

 In the civil wars Sir Ferdinando fought with the cavaliers
and died before the execution of the King. ' The population.

L pt g o s . - R N 3 .
.. of the ancient city. was Increased by the .accession of a con-.

SN
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ftiﬁg,entv of Sé‘otéhI .prisorjé_ljs _tak_én: by CtbmWell inhis fa‘moﬁs

« - victory over Charles II, at Dunbar in 1650. THese were. -

shipped over seas to be'sold as apprentices for a term of years.

- - and naturally found a home in the plantation of the royalist

Gorges.. Scotland Parish is to-day a thriving and interesting -

-~ locality of the old town, and the =natnes~of',MeI_ntyf¢_,; Junkins -

-and Donald still survive there.

- 0ld York is now New Y. ork. Maﬁy'(')f_itfs:’.oldi-vt"ime'i.ﬁbus.ééf s

- have been ‘drummed out. by the so-called march’ of improve-
- ment. The straggling cottages of the fishermen have disap.
- peared from thelandscape. The winding ¢dwpath along the - -
- cliff, through bayberry bushesand sweet-briar roses; has been
- supplanted by the smooth-clipped lawns of costly seashore

 estates, packed in too close proximity to one another along

the water front. The rugged face of the cliff, over whichthe - =

‘woodbine and beach pea used to.scramble, is now disfigured -
by the unsightly waste pipes of modern improvement that _
~wriggle like so many foul serpents to. bury themselves. be--
‘neath the ocean. Pretentious hotels and livery stables ob-
‘trude themselves upon the "Moorlands, where the “fresh .
- Rhodora” used to'spread its ‘“leafiess bloom.” . .
_ College yopuths. in yachting costume and: city belles with™ .- ,
tennis ragél/\eolt”;c,, flirt harmlessly on the beach at bathing time,

and in- th :

~ butterflies of fashion flutter far afield, and prancing steeds

ate afternoon, the brilliant parasols of ‘the gay

- with glistening trappings curvet over the rocky roads under .

* the guidance of liveried coachmen. On Sunday, a crowd in
- silk attire, with gilded prayerbooks, wends its way to a little
_-church . whose ‘golden cross towers aggressively above the
~rock-bound coast. . - e BRI
. “Behold!” cries the Puritan antiquary, “the fulfilment of
*'Sir Ferdinando's dream.” Then He turns away to the river
- bank, where to'this day may be seen the veritable streets of
the “Ancient city” as laid out by Thomas Gorges, .its first
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. mayor. - Purshing his history, he reads that at Sir Ferdinan- -
- do’s death the people of. Gorgeana wrote repeatedly to ‘his
. heirs for instructions, ‘but receiving no answer they, with - _
- Wells and Piscataqua, formed themselves into a‘body politic -

for. s"elf'f-go'_vérnuient.'v SOt e
. In 1652, Massachusetts assumed control of the settlement,

the city CHal_'tetvwé‘sf'anﬁul_led and Gorgeana, degraded from
‘her commanding position "a_slithe first incorporated’ city in . -

le of New England towns un- -

- der the name of York. .

The alarm of "Philip’s war in 1675;:.<.3Xt'endi1_ig' to the east.

. - -ward, the distressed inhabitants built garrison houses against
- Indian attack. Two, known as the Junkins garrison and the -

McIntyre garrison, were . standing on a hilltop 'in Scotland

Parish of 0ld- York as late as 1875.. Of the former not a ves- -

in Frary ‘house. _ o SR L
~The first blow. struck by the enemy in the old Erench and

- tige now remains, except a panel that forms a cupboard door = - .

" Indian war fell upon the, eastern .towns. . At the instigation -
of the Jesuit priests, Wells, York, Berwick, Kittery and.others .

received their baptismr of blood. at the hands of the French’
and Indians, even before Deerfield, Hatfield, Northapptoﬂ :
and Springfield. ." . - ] N : Lo

~-On the same page in f:hé_ »paﬁsﬁzﬁ'récdrds of Carfadiaﬁ'-
» towns and villages, I have often found the deaths, marriages - -

_'and" baptisms of “hapless captives, carried from the bio‘ifder
_towns of ‘Maine and ‘Massachusetts. ~ ‘This is why I tell the

story of a York family. . y R '
~ Edward Rishworth, or Rushworth as the name is known

in England, the friend and son-ih-Iaw'_ of thn"Whee]W]l'ight, h

-~ and his companion in exile, was one of the grantees to whom =

Thomas Gorges, nephew of Sir.Ferdinando, gave authority
to lay out and assign lots at Wells. .- - . - e '

*"In the hi‘st'or‘y‘ of both Wells and York, his »infell.e'é:t'ualf L




o 51668~?and g, for thirty.

. 'said’ Rishworth.”

,.“

: I . S

g '-j;T,RL}E‘s'ToRIES'oF, NEW E

o ability is prominent. He was one of th,e_éomm'issionei's_z of

- .the newly. made town of York Tk 0;
- $ame year. .. . e LT
" In the :prQIOnged,iresistance of the Province of ‘Maine to
" the jurisdiction of Massachusetts, Ri

Ewofth' was prominent,
" His commandin

g intelligence and hi
. the ptqvi1;¢¢' is shown in the humble.

. men of Wells

wn i petition of the leading'
vells, in 1668, to be Testored

to the jurisdiction of .
ir former disobedience, - -
ing as.the cause of their derelicti
e ‘ rd-] ‘ 'y’_.“h'avin'g' ‘been wel] -
affected with said Ris] rorth, an confiding in him.”
Rishworth was’ appois ecorder for the province, in
October, 1651, and held the “office ‘conti_nuousjly,:ej(cep_t'i‘xi‘b"- .
' three years. In June, 1686, Rishworth
- Wrote his last official line,’f)eipg'_.th.e'n an old man. .- * -
The name of his wife, Susannah, appears on' a legal ‘paper’
o f(_)r:tvhe:_'laé-t";ti_lhefin. 1675. So far, I-;thavc*found but two chil-
‘ W Susannah Rishworth, daughters Mary
‘ - Her ‘grandfather Wheelwright, in. his will
dated Nov. 175, 1679, names “y son-indlaw, Edward - Rish-
worth,” and “my. grandchild, Mary White, daqghtéir of ye
"This proves: that Mary Rishworth, then

&, the wife of one White, -

v --aw, John Sayword,” for £6o, to be.
' ment of Rishworth’s debts, T L

" At'the same time, Sayword gives his bond, “to
father Rishworth S....thej ot

o
- .

-Personal ‘influence in. .. o

fon, the -

Pay unto P
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i o%éifhg!" as also to have his horse kept

. bysd John Sayword, at . . . < Sayword’s charge.... .. and yt "3 R 3

‘is to bee understood . . .- . that sd' John Sayword is to mayn- ... B

' - ‘tainsd Rishworth . . .. . With_coquftéble dyet.solong ashe g
: . sees good to live with him ... .. Andis to.provide conven. . PR R o
L - |ient fire wood for his Roume as his necessity shall- require,”. e

“An inventory of the Estate of Mr. Edward Rishworth, de-
fg’veased,"»'da‘ted- Feb. 13, 168, [sic] gives us approximately, the “°

. date of his death. - On Feb, 25, 809091 [sic], Mrs. Mary Hull . v

took ocath that it was “a true Inventory of the Estate of hér- -

_deceased father, Edward Rishworth.”

" o By these three legal papers, we learn that J(Shn"'Sg‘lyword', - i
millwright of York, was living in October, 1632, as the husband ' '
of Rishworth’s daughter Mary, and that on the death of her ~

- fai'ther,""-either in 1689 or 1690, [see ante} this daughter; as
. Mrs.. Mary Hull, attests the truth of the inventory of hep
féther’s'.estate. Lo R R
.. 1, as yet, find no record of John' Sayword’s birth and par- ..
= entage. He may have been the son of Henry Sayword, a . . L

~known.: |

leries and se ts in the meeting‘house. : L oy Y ‘
. .. “First that the Said Sayword, shall build or cause to-bee built at . o

4
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Cyeé méet’ihg'hous'g_'zitfvquk,-' three suﬂiéienf_ Gal!érjs,- with th,rce,.éon;_
* ‘venient seats in each Gallery and one ‘beanch bes;j

de, in':,};:e;hyést_ o

-Rowme.in 'é'y'g'ry gallery If the sd Cmvggiéx‘;'c’y of Rowme will ‘bare -

it, the fronture -seats, hee is to make with barresters, a
’~of_»stayr's;:t_‘o go up int 0

" the wimine. ~Second ; The sd John Sayword stands Ingagd, to sear

K speedily, at or befére'fhg l:is.t‘ qf-OCto'bcr"néXt?InS‘evging,'Ahn"; Dotjx':

There is a deed .signed by Sayword, March 24, ‘1684, and -
- also.by “Mary Sayword, the. younger.” AgI eannot suppose L
-, this to be his daughter Mary;, (then only thirteen) it must be N

 his wife, née: Mary Rishworth, ‘who on this occasion’ signs

~ herself Mary “the younger,” to 'd_istingu'ishf‘héi’fs',el"f'v”fi'o‘m his®

:Sayword was son of Henry, whose wife - Mary long survived *
him. - John fSan’ordfpr‘obably died early in December, 1689; -
- for on Christmas Day of that year, which was' neither a holy. -

* day nor a holiday’ with the Puritans, Mrs, Mary Sayword ap-

- mother Mary, which again inclines me to the belief that John

peared and took oath to the inventory ‘of her hus'bandfs-es-_' T

tate, which was valued at £85. N - RS
" She was administratrix,. and with Matthew Austin, gave a. .

. bond for £166, for the lawfyl adinistration of her husband’s a

'see‘n,.sl'fe, as Ma'ry Hull,I 'testiﬁéd to the invei;’tofyv of her ‘,i/‘é- _
. ther’s estate, on Feb. 25, 1690-91 [see ante].” Her connection
with Hull must have been brief, for at the time of the attack:

TR
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STORY OF A ,VORK"FAMIL?. L

. on..'Ydrii;jEe:b. 5, 1692, Méfy,iR-i.‘shworyh‘,. then but ‘thirty-two o
T years old, was living with hér:f'qplzth husband, ja;lrﬂlgiSted.; S:

- marriage-to the. young' widow Hull, I hax‘/'_'_e S0, ‘fai"_f'o'_lim_;i 7 "
mothing, -+ . o o o SN

Of the calamity at York, Fe, 5 1692, Cotton Mather writes: . *”
“Great was -the share ‘that fell 5 the F}lmily of M. ‘Shubael

. His 'Wifé:'Stisannah ‘Rishworth, sister of ‘Mary Rishwdrth_” RSN TR
: Plaistéd,"‘they{ carried into 'cap‘tfvity,"' continues ‘Mather, - RN
“Swhere through sorrows and bfa&rjds'h‘ips ai’ziorig' those Dragons of ‘the *
S D_esa'r‘t, she also quickly Died; and his Church as many of them as
were in that Captivity, ér_rdlifeﬂ_this_ among other anguishes; that on

Mather calls the York fnini’ster, RN

;‘Thgv, Martyr'd Pelican, wi;;qA.-/Bled .
Rather than Teave his charge unfeq. )
A proper Bird of Paradise . » L o R
) Shot,—and Flown thither in"a'trice.’ ) . ) . o '
T James Plaisteq’s. wife was taken, with. her two children, . . - SR

Mary and Esther Sayword, aged ’respec\tively eleven and
seven, and her baby boy. ‘This-is Mather’s relation: ‘ “ SRR
" “Mary Plaisted, the wife of Mr. James Plaisted, was made a ¢cap- o o
" tive, about tbree_Weeksv‘after her, Delivery of a male Child.. ‘They .

N IR
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.thvén’toc’;k'hei-, with her infant»bff her’ bed and forced her to_tr'zi’vel )

- In this, her w'eakhess,“th'e,
. of Pity. At Night the Col

ing; and for many a Day |

© Wwith a little Bear’s Flesh,

4 e not far from: totally ':_s__'t'a‘rVed-,‘—Upori:,her. cries -
d, there was at | agth some supply sent’ by .hér.Mas'ter's' tak-

- . ing a Moos , the Broth whereof recovered her, .. But she must-now-

- Travel . man ~Days through Woods and- Swamps and- Ro‘cvzlg's;',' and

" oveér Mount : ‘
. thér.” Si,t_ting'down’_to'l{cst,' .s_h,e'was,fpot‘#;
" bolical Master ‘helped’ her up, which, when

ains, and Frost, and Snow, antil she €quld’ stir 'no far- - .
: ' leth rise, till her Dia. -
re-did, he took her Child
Stripping it of the fey -
So he returned. unto -
Eased of her Burden,

;:iavndv_.vt:nust.»_'walk faster than "e'-:'d_id'-bé_foré!.??':"»';v C . S

TE

Was thls iﬁfiﬁt thé. poéthqmoué" s‘_on" of her thlrd husband, '
Hull> ‘He'does. not appear on the . old York records among:

the’ children of James Plaisted.

o A mnative poet h: LS “thus i;ﬁrhofﬁ;alii’ed' the'a’ct‘_ack on York:

SR / The village soon began to blaze,

¥
- All-thtough the deepest.snow;:
. And on a dreadful winter morn,

T{iey’ struck the cruel blow‘.»v

' They 'm'éreliedf' for two and twenty daiés, '

Hundreds were murthered in their beddes, . S
" Without shame or Temorse; . . < o
And soon, the flogrs and roads were Strewed - .
e p With,m}my a.bleeding corse, . ’

f

To heighten 'misery"s:woe; L
But, O, I $carce can:bear to'tell, - -
. Theissue of that blow! e :

- The men they did not spare; .. .
R Bﬁt'killeq all, which théy could find *
) _Though'aged,. or though fair, IR

L Tﬁé'y .ﬂir’év& (héinf.‘uits on the fire; -+ -

nst aTree dash’d out ..



d

~ —all as clear as'if writt
" Two lists in our archives tell briefly

"her mother’s riam_e‘, about whi

. their ages,—the fact
) -Ganad‘a, and the nam
;. had alrea}dy be‘comc

_STORY. OF A Y(\}IQ;K FAMILY.
_ Our next meeting with Marv Rishwor
_baptism in Montreal;- The followin

th Plaisted is at her -

_ Che folk is a free translation .'O'f -
~ the Parish record: = X ‘

en yesterday.!

Separation of Mary Rishworth Plaist
children, one is' the “Names of English captives Redeemed
from Quebec by 'Mathfw Carey in Oct’br, 1695,”" which con:
' d by this simple baptismal recorgd
e’s birth, and conse:
ch historians disg

nd and New,—the fact of her marrj

the dates of the ’;biiths ot her déughters and -by'ihfére‘née
that previous to this. they had been. alri
es thven‘giv,e'nv the

ady baptized. in
e name Sayword
Sayer ig ‘C‘anada_. B .

is remarkable,
quently her age when taken;
and mblh_erxf_’n b__otblOld Engla
before her capiure,—

m—and, ﬁn'a_lly that th

ed fyom these -Sdyword’

gree,—the home of her tather -
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" tains the n_ar'n.e'_v‘ofl‘ ‘_'MI'S-'Mé:I"fy Plaisted Y(:)rk.i”".,-_'Aﬁother-s‘ ‘
. at the same time, is of “Those Remaining still in the hands
.. ‘of the -French'of Canada,” and bears the names of the two .

A AN N "
/ sisters , ) R o
e ' . s ‘Mary Sayard girll Dover -

) S N "'Esth/Swa)ra_ljd' S e L -
o Im Qc,tober,‘_'l'69"6,‘a year after Mal;y’_lsl?i,sted’s redém‘ptioh, -
’ she was *f__I’resented at the court at Wells, for not attending

* . ye Publick worship of God upon ye Lord’s Day.” L

-..". The godless Weak]ings of ou

tivity. Nefv_e‘r'th_eleés,'__“ o A ‘ _
“‘Mr. Jat'nésr’Plaisted,» at the following court held. a¢ York, on’ the

. +6th of April; 1697, appearing in behalf of his wife, to answer her:
_presgntnjen.t.fqr not fr-cquenti'n'g ye Publick w f God u';ion ye .
- Lord’s ‘Day, she being - di mity, hindering her -
-'Own appearance, Is for h N : ; ne, '
monished;. ffees payd in court,” v . - :

N .In April, 1696, “Lycence was granted to Mr. James Play.
..Stead to. retayle bear, syder an victuals at his ‘now dwelling -
~.house.” This licensew. renewed from year to. year.

"' January. 20, 1 707, thetie is this vote of the town, from which
it appears that the congitional_ agreement between the town

- and John Sayword had not ‘been faithfully kept, by one-or

- both parties :

Government, jand Mr. Jam

Relict of Jot({ri Saword, all

shall be chosen by the tow 1d an
- ~hear, and de’termin@e, all- Differences.”




nd “Wm, Goodsoe” state.

L y- 'ldoked'dx?gi{ the matter and ‘cannot agree and - -
- have left it out to Daniel Emery of Kittery to make a final - L
- 'end of thécontrover’sy.” Lo R ‘ ) :

- July 111 710, Capt. James ‘Plaisted ~and his - wife Mary, = )
~deed land together, Here, busied with thev.'o'ccuPat-ion“s' of -~
the yeomanry of the period ,invNéw-England,‘_act“iVe in éhﬁi‘ch A
. and state; respected and worthy citizens of old York, and in " - D
: nd look for their two. R

- .‘th.e" prime of - life, we will leave .them 3

- datghters, left behind in Canada, SO
. Many summers ago, in‘an'idl'e-:houxj and with no purpose; I
" copied a few pages

rom the old town records of York. It ~

was long before I had heatd of James Plaisted and nis wife "

Mary Rishworth.. The qﬁa‘ints’pelli’ng and simple directhess
of the language intéres‘ted me, but-it seem
what Cotton Mather would have called a Rema
- dence, that this particular Page of the record should have
-captivated me. . . . EENEE

A humble. rohlaﬁACé"seé’r'n'ed to ﬂunf'olfd: itself in this step- .

- fathér, willing to father his'wife’s children by a former mar..
riaége,- though his-Ow‘n_'.children, later- born, are naturally put
. first in the record. Here is the story as it stands, written
- ‘more-than two hundred years ago on the old book: - L e
James Plaisted, Bearths of His children. “Lydia Plajsted was
‘Borne. the fouerth day of'Janerwary in.ye year 1696. )
.Olife Plaisted was Borne the first. day of May in ye year 1698.
Mary Sayward. was Borne the fouerth April 168;.

vard wa : ith day of March r6g5. -
~ Hannak Sayward- was borne the twe‘h;yfone_..of June 1685,
o J()‘hn,Saywa.n'd was Borne second ‘of Jahei'wary‘1699. i
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- The last was-evidently a posthumous child, the only son, -
- born shortly after the death of his father, John Sayward, and
named for him. o B - o
"~ We are now to follow the fortunes of Mary; the first born,
and . Esther, the third -child of John Sayward and nhig wife,.
" Mary Rishworth, =~ PRV DI EE R
_ On the parish records of Notre Damein Montreal, with the
o baptism of their mother is a'note interlined, in a different
handwriting, and -apparently written: long after. This note
Tecords the indisputablg Yact that on ‘the same dayand in the .

elder, i:henvab'o,ut thirteen,

-received the added name of Genevidve. Esther, the younger,. - -

~lost her New England name entirely and was Te-baptized as
* - Marie Joseph, she bgi_ng,__ then about eight years old. - o

In alist of the

1693, t]

é\}eniﬁg of Aug, 5, 1695, :i_f_ter ves. K

B pers, M. Dolli_é)_r de Casson, with al] his clergy in splendid

. attire, -went to the house of the Seigneur Le Ber; whence, -




_ chanting psalms and Prayers, they marched jn Procession.
She was robed .
with Weépin_g,

-and relatives,

- weeping from the spot. '} Le
o yesband'_s’tve.ady hand, firmly closed the

-psed the door upon herself
- forever: o B

N There was the great
‘sionate extremist, believing in himself

'STORY' OF 4 YORK FAMILY, .

* ‘Behind them came the young Jeanne Le Ber. :

-in gray, with a black girdle. ' Her father, pale
L .acgompanied .her,.'followed b 'all their fxfignds
- ~The‘_§e'ople who thronged the streets, awe.sfrnc

_umiSuaLspectac'le, could not restrain their sobs

- act about to’be'cons'ummated, seemed like a 1i

ded.. - The rules of the )
-ore d be, . : ,‘fsolemnlyac ‘eptedand signeq
: 'b‘y aH the Com

munity.” 4Nowi, on the.-morning of the 25th -

of June; 1698, thev.relygiqus'world_of Villemarie

S. manc “that article of t

. scribed the simple vow of
'obedience’ and the teaching of little girls.”.

There was the Vicar.Genera, Doll
portly, a soldier and a gentl'err"ian~
pl'easa.nti a father »és"evet said Bene

: bishop, Saint-Vali

~

 had assem.
he regu. -
poverty, chastity, E

on,” “tal] and .
albeit a priest. ., Ase

dicite” says Mr. Parkman,
e‘i‘—jdqminant,‘ a pas-: -

self and impatient of con-
o tradictiqn_—:fulminatihg in those days a

s sharply against the ". ‘
I B . N
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84 . TRUE STORIES OF

. ~“big:sleeves” and “low-necked 'd-résses”A,of Qitebec damsels .
- as the sternest Puritan of the;peﬁod,_'in‘BostQﬁ. o
- Perhaps a shade of disapointment clouded the brow of the
~ haughty prelate at his failure-to. force the cloister uféu the
. ‘-‘éiétipp'dh the face. of Marguérite Bourgeois at the success of
her passage at arms with that almost indomitable will.
- Well ‘might she have said, “Lord, now le’ttesi; thou thykser-

ladies of ‘the Congregation; ‘perhaps also a .corresponding .

vant depart.in.peace.” However this may be, the hour was -

one of peacé and. joy for the Sisters, as one after the other,

. each pronounced her vows and - received ‘fromAt-h)e;-bishoP»thé"ji'f
-name of some notgd saint or m'artyr;bwal%ich ,the,feaftel_' she e

~was to be known.: e o
The fact that the name of Marie des Anges does not ap: .
.pear’in the list-of those who took part in this solemn cere:

mony seems to prove that Marie Geneviéve Sayer had mjt‘ o

yet completed ‘the two years of preparation necessary be-
* “fore assuming all the rights and dutiés of a convent life, but
~-was still living under the direetion of the Maitresse des No.
vices.- She was then about ‘eighteen, and must soon after
have taken up the full duties and. responsibilities of her
. ‘office; for, alt‘hou'gh the name of her sister appears often on -
. Montreal records, her own is seen no more after the baptism
- of her mother in 1693. - e T T o
The . years following ‘her novitiate were busy ones for the
. ntns of Canada. Up and down the St. Lawrence, missions 1
had been early founded by the Sisters of the Congregation.
‘With incredible fatigue, but untiring zeal, Marguérite Bour-
- geois had gone back and forth between Montreal and Quebec,
© often in winter creeping prostrate over frozen streams or
wading knee.deep in the icy water. o R
- The "Mission of the Mountain was removed to Sault au
- Recollet. Soeur Marie des Anges, (the captive Marie Gene- . -
viéve Sayer) was there.at the head of the Mission School for -




v
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A YORK FaMIKy, RS E
- girls, and the Deerfieid ‘captive, Abigail N ims, a;rnong others

© was there under her care.! .’ S , o Lol i

~ The missions at Quebec were, for many reasons, o

\ fo STORY. oF

TS

- that 'place, sho_\&s the esteem in which Marie, Gehé‘}ik\giijé: Sayéf e
- ".was held by her sister Auns. Only thdse “vdis,tingui,she'd by -
; the,ir--'me_ri‘ts';’ by their v‘(ﬂ:ouragé,—prudén e and ability,” were

- "'linesft'hat"re‘c‘dr%e'lgbots of the ‘sucdessors of Marguerite
Bourgeois_'b‘etween 1698 and 1712 at-Quebec.. N PR
. -~ While looking' fbr.»Deerﬁeldvcapti:V'es at Quebec, the wora ~ - RO
 Angloise in the margin of the record, led ‘me to the follow- SR
K ing,—only thisandznothing‘ more: . Co e
" “The 38th of March, 1717, was buried iy the Parish Church, Sis- ,
ter Marie des Anges, 4 mission, sister of tha an'grcgat_i'on,'whb died B
* . the same day, aged aboyt 36 years. .The burial was made by me, the ’
' _-uﬁ‘d_ef'sig‘ned Priest, Vicar of. the Parish, Cancn of the ‘Cat'hedral_l', in’
- presence of M. GlandeTet, Dean, and M. pes Mai'zerets; Precentor
“, 7 of said’Cathedi'al."’ : - PR :

< Naturalization 'was}'grantedlhef‘ in May, 1710, . S
o 2" Of January, 1. h 'Ql%churchof,Mon-
" treal, “4p presence 6f 'tﬁany-relatives and fr_ié,ndsjof the par-
ties,” she was married %o the Seigneur Pierre de L’Estage, -

- !See “The Two Captiv‘gs_.”} .




: TRUE-YS';*OR‘IE_S’OF;.NEW ENGLAND CAPTIVES, :

e " merchant; of Mo-x_itreal.-
' ' dispensed with. h:intsijhag

":captivebir'd, R gl o e T =
. , . Marie Joseph, the. first child ‘of. Pierre ge- L’Estage and. . -
MRS SO R Marie Joseph Sayer, was bo_z_‘n-Octobe_rf‘i,'-1712.f The child’s -
foTTe godmother was **Marie B@rdin,” who “could not sign the rec.
. ord, on account of her great age.” - This child died at the
.age of four, Jacques Pierre, the second child, was born and
baptized Aug. s, | 714. <Its godparents were Jacques Le Ber,
Seigneur ‘de Sennéville,',and‘-Madame Repentigny.: In the -
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~==author of the-4History of Berthier, I am indebted for the fof. |
_ - lowing: L LT c
© " .. “Pierre de Lestage built the first Catholic church of Ber.
. ‘thier, about 1723, atid obtained on Dec, 3, 1732, from Gov.-
ernor Beauharnois and the Intendant Hocquart, a great ad-
dition to his Seigniory because, ag g $aid in-the deed;. ‘he
was worthy of it ” - ° IR ' T
He also improved the higliways, and built at Berthier a.
mill, a g'r.istmill and a fine marnsion for. himself with a.
grand avenue leading thereto, which still exist: Hig friend

Terrebonne, having founded there the parish of St. Louis,
built for it a stone ¢hurch, to-which he gave a chime of bells
‘and. invited his friend De L’Estage to be godfather at the
. ceremony of the bléssing of the bells, - ‘ S
. Ateight o'clock in the.

morning-of the z1st of December, -




ORK FAMILY." . -

~ PFather Moreg

‘widow, Marie Joseph Esther.

E Bay_onné,. France, ang o an

. " The death of her husband
" to Madame de L’Estage.: .

all that was
Marie ‘Joseph Esther
- Two hund'red“alic_i‘ ﬁfty‘di)lla..r's. -

Sayer,
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\

D CAPTIVES,

‘some exquisite embroidery,

- sketch, writes me as follows : -

"'a chest of drawers, arm chairs, silver, snufférs and tray, and -
o 7 Tne Curé, who has ‘been kindly 'ih'teréstevdkin"_this'lvi_t,tlve_'s

“Indeed with her. mother and sister she was greatly tried " .
_at the time ot thejr captivity, but it was the way God judged.”




. c0unt_r,y.:

'-V._L_'ondf_on-, our 'forefathérsfsig:ned—the fameys Compact in the

. of that simple act, to establish a democracy in America wag
- not the Purpose Wh,e_reuntolthe'Mayﬁower was sent.

‘man Were'"the g of in .thevsét't_lement of our .

- When, to protect themselves agai_ﬁst the ‘lai\zvles‘s_‘ne,s's ofa o
w of their number who ﬂwere'shumﬂﬂ%at L

little ©abin of 1t storm rackeq vessel, they builde® better

-

hmrtmnew. Magnificent as haye been the consequences

“What sought they ihu; afar? - ‘
Lo :I‘hey fsqu'gh'x a,.fai.th's.l:;ure shrine.” ST o
. Later, it was the religious zeal of “that worthy. man of God,”
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- gation of the Gospel to be above allt

at'Roxbury, The missionary spirit,
by his natural fondness for philologi
U s said to ‘have excelled at college.

e 'ét-lgngth, in’'the autumn of 1644, he

: Iievcrlen'c;e_ind ffortitﬁde.; what- faith

A __....Were-requisite to its execution, those’

""" of Eliot know ‘full well.  From this
7+ longlife, his labors for the Indians we
©t . the good sense’to see that they must

92 TRUE STORIES OF NEW ENGLA

- Itpoiil&not_’_-ﬁe ‘_sﬁppdsed-' théi}tf zﬁén _,,profes;si:ﬁg “the ‘.prbp‘ae

heir-aim in settling this

.of -quitti;ig lthe _T_‘Ini*fv_ersit}"r_fqt‘ Cambridge,,f England, was  as.
-~ sistant to Thomas Hooker; in a private sch . i
- - nativé country for the "same motives’ that impelled ‘other

ool. Leaving his

cal’ studies; in Which he - :
-Employing  his leisure

- ... hoursin endeavoring to master the language-of the natives, ~ - .
' preached in a wigwam ..
an- Nonantum hill, his first sermon in:t '

sage of such a decree wa#van‘easy t'as‘k.P: What be. - .

» Patience and courage .
who have read the life.

time to the end of his-
re unflagging.” Having
be civilized before they -

could be christianized, he wished to collect them in compact

o -settlements of -their own. “L find it absolutely necessary,” "
.. he says, “to carry-on civility with religion.”" To quote his - -

| . which prompted him to -
~-undertake- the conversion of the: Indians, was. greatly aided




S

T e

6_vyn».‘w’c‘>_rds, ‘he

' SETTLEMENT OF A FRONTIER

“looked for some s

) .Qv.

the English, where ‘the: Word might be

-and government constantly exer
- si'étence;.providgd, enco
- ‘of instruction in letter

been granted.

* + The inhabitants of Dedham
| mess to further the plantation

rights of ‘those to

TOWN. . 93

pot’somewhat remote from
:constantly taught,
cised, means of good sub. .
uragement for the industrious, means .
S, trades and labor.” - D
. About the year 1630, he found a suitable site at Natick, and

having _éigniﬁ'ed theirwilling. - -
at Natick by a tender of two:*

7/ 'thousand acres of their land to the _In;digns’, “
' lay'-dgwrn all.¢laims in that_town_else_Wh;e’rev,' and-

’.4'-.!;61“1'0105_6(1 lands,” the Court approving,

set no traps in

provided they =

Eleazar

in October, 1652, em.

. - powered Capt.

- out-meet bounds for the In

From this time, for _
" with the settlement of Natick

several

Lusher of Dedham, and?others,"to 'la'y‘ '

dian plantation at ‘Na

bounds.

years, the records are occupied’

tick.”

. ‘han for relief from “affron

" " and counter

- e

petitions from -Mr.

ts off

natiVe‘S,"f"cOnc_eifningc_thé monop.
- tneadow -and upland, and. enc

. grant, show

“Finding that the legal rights of Dedham

-nied, yet such

for wood and,

Dy.a committee ‘appointed for that purpose, and that the. damages

Y-

Efiot; «

oly by t
roachm

s. - Petitions from Ded. °
ered them by the Indians,”
in behalf of the poor -

he Ehgl‘ish of the best

, ow that the task of adjustrent was a_difficult one.
“In May, 1662, the Court, - - . o L '

has been the encousdgement of the Indians in the im- -

' provement thereof, the'.whi.c‘hfadd'e'd totheir native right, which caninot
in strict justice be uttetly extins
dians be not dispossessed of . suc
" sessed of ther

h Lan

e, but that the same,.with _éoni:enient'.accom‘_md_datib'ri"sl
timber and highway$ thereto, be 'set out'and bounded

I

n cannot ir.]'-jt'lst.ivce be de--
¢t, do therefore order that the In: .
ds-as they are at present pos-
e
=3 .

s
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FRE

LN thereby s'u;staipéd':by. be’dham,, ‘together’ ﬁighicha‘rggs»sﬁs.taiﬁéd- -'
o - .. insuits about the same,';bév_g‘gtérmmed'byl the said committge, such .
allowance being made them outof Natick lands, or others yetlying = - )

. incommon, as they shall judge equal.” - A o
- One of the committee appointed “being disabled by the prov- -

- idence of God,” and the other utterly declining the work, the *

e v-n;\n»w&-u-"—w.l—kvl-gx;lhi‘a,)»“ﬂ,_; B

- in six weeks at the fartherest.” = . S e e T CEL T
. June 16; 1663—¢“For a final issue of the case between Dedham and
- Natick; . the court -ju_'dge‘th,it_ meet to grant ‘Dedham 8000 acres of
“ 'land in any. convenient place»_or»places, not exéeeding two, where it
- can be.found free from- former grants, - ¢
of this offer,”. T U o
Ata general meeting, Jan. 1, 1664, the town, as we learn from’

g
S
=
a
13
o

. g
[=n
%)
B
Y
)
o
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2

"the Dedham records, - - v B o P

©among whom were Ensign Danjel Fisher and Lieut. ‘Joshua
~Fisher. .~ . e B
, Sept. 21, 1664, John Fairbanks having informed the Select--
" . men that;Goodmazi';Pregc‘Qtt, “an auntient ‘planter and pub- .

’

, o -+ lique spirited man’ of Lancas'ter,’_ thinks it probable that a-

C b " Sudbury and'Lanca_s‘ter_, and report upon their return. An
R item here 'o'c'curri-ng of “gs '.aIIOWed Henry - right for-his'
‘horse for the jourpey to the Chestnut- outitry, judging it well -

v_vortli; that,” has freferencg to this expedii‘.ipn, and Nov. 6, -

e el

L 1664, the committee reported that the tract of ,Iand».lwhe‘re_-g -
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el e 11 i

T

e g~ o

.~ ing promised “100 acres of land in full satisfaction for thier
- paynes, .. .- onely to Lieft. Fisher such other sattisfaction

e

SETTLEMENT*OF A FRONTIER TOWN.

’ of .fh‘ey' had: bgén- in;forn':led,' was ;‘already .entzérgdf ti-po_ﬁ by

It is précisely at this point that the history of Deerfield be.., . -

gins. "I follow the records:

o ""‘Thé'Sé_léctmé‘n: in further pursuance of this case concerning the

- grantee enter upon it ‘é'p'dv'px;evexit__‘us‘.'”,“ N L
- Eight men Or any four of them, “whereof Lieft. Joshua Fish. -
‘1 is to be one,” were.appointed, “empowered . and entreated

to' repayer to the place mentioned,'_. L...to choose and lay. : '

out the Land according to their best di'scretio_n,"’ each man be.

i e

. As appears from the fécbr_d of -Maréh_.zp, 1665, tﬁe_diﬂ:lculty , |

was amicably settled, when . - o A
*“Vpon further consideration of eﬁectin'g'ithei‘laye_ing out the 8ooo
A::rés,..".;. . - Lieft. Fisher declaring }iisgdiv»sac'ép'tainée of “wt was’
aboue tendered him, . ... and his peremptory demaung being 300

tendered, vizt. 150 achers to each of them.” o - D
- If Timothy Dwight be unable to attend ‘to the business

- himself, he agrees to. furnish ‘Sergt. Richard: Ellis with a

. horse for-the journey. " A report of this committee “with

P
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réféfenée"-t‘pr an ,éécéni.panylng plot, iéertiﬁgzd'_’aﬁd ‘vaig;u;.'e,d
-as “layd -out by Joshua Fisher, M’ay,zv 1665,” proves that the '

- bution, no uhniform rule was observed_ in'the Idiffé'rent towns. '

CIt may be a séitisfaction to _proper‘t;yv :hold'ers there",."bt'o' ,
" ‘note th,e,la.dvan'qé, in real';e_stgite ‘since .Dec_. 10, L,665,-When“'




e
A

- ““That each proprietor’s Ja
~ “tenance of an Orthedox Minister there, 25 for each cow com

 the Tndi

. SETTLEMENT OF A FRONTIER TOwy. Cgp

e —

"'Ti,mo.thrnwight; on condition thata plantation is effectually
settled at‘Pocuthtu'ck,-,agrees to resign all claim to his share
for “s £, 24".to be paid in money, and 34 in corn and cat.’

- tell,” and Lieat. Fisher makesa-similar offer of his rights, - -

- for “£4 in cash and £6 in corn and cattell,” the only time,,

. probably, ‘when 300 acres of ‘good land in’:(‘_)ldj_l').éei'ﬁel’d_ could

h:ayé been ‘bough“; for about fifty doHars.

In the records, the surveyors’ lands are 'épok*

- “Farms,” to distinguish them from the cow commons of 't.h:e

" other -propri'etors;. - On Jan. 22, 1660, it was voted, o
' » land shall péy annually tbwardé'the main-
mon;
at Dedham; ang all others'that hold
on upon any other account ‘besides’
S, shall pay Proportionately upon such lands as shall be
laid out for the acpbmmodation of teaching church ofﬁcefs.tliex'e.’f e
The Ilast clause refers to the ‘-Puritan_\custom.of employing
“ both a Pastor ang a Teacher for the same church. : ‘

- whether the owner live thexfe or
‘any part of the '8o00 in proporti

x for the minig. -

The bounds of the grant having been laid oui in May, 1663,
the next thiﬁg' to be done was the extinction of the Indian -
by a nominal eir lands. A nomina pur-

chase, I say, because -rem"embefi’ngi how all the fertile river
Suffield to Northfield, were. purchased .from the .

. Wampum,, I cannot quite ﬁag'réé:with Dr. ‘Holland; who de-.

clares that “All the land occupied by the settlers was fairly
purchased of the natives.” . . Lo T
Mr. Judq, in alluding to the fact that Penn’s bargain with -

Indians has been rendered famous by the historian and

9
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- et
——

poet, says “It won

. etfus-c’a,i_st‘no‘

/' policyof the early”

sta'n'da'fd‘ articles o

.chon’s account boo

.. la, the N orwottuck Sachem, in - payment of ‘which he gave
o Pynchon a deed of the town of Hadley : o ‘

A 1660, ‘J’{ul'_v 10, 2 Coats, shag and Wampum, 5’;5;' Red shag coAt'to'n,‘ )

1d be difficilt

~could.”
imputation on the

om them. money, corn, wheat and other

- v

he following items from Pyn. -




. mark by Cha,que,'S_

- titory of his tribe, t

L "dians, and reservi

-

SETTLE

- MENT OF 3 FRONTIER T(iWN

tors, obtained from the Po
land.  Three of these are extant.
" The first, dated . 4th

" valuable considerat
- rito: o John P
, Ensign‘»Daniel'Fi :
' ag'r'eeing‘todefe,n

“Of fishing in the waters” ang: rivers,
‘and other wild creaty nd to g;
nuts-and_things on the ,co'r_nmons."v

The ‘second, dateq June 16th,
- owner of certain lands at Pocumty
agreed to “save them harmlesg fr
- By the third, tiated July 224, {
- squinnitchal] o?‘-Pocdfntuck, and

N Worpfull Cap‘_ Pinc
S ticke ..,

umtuck Indians fou_r :

achem of Pocu:
ions,” transfers

om all manner
667,

% -

—_—

»-1665, is signed ‘with. his

mtuck, who fo ” good “and
ala
ajor Eleazar Lusher, *
*Englishmen of Dedham,
any molestation from In.

'16"67,» is from -Ma'sseér'net,i '
¢k, who in conveying them.
of claims.™

with all the trees,
"to the same par-
" The prosecution

deeds Of

Tge Portion ‘of the ter.” + -
ynchon for Major |

sher, ang other.
d the same from
ng the right

Ahimunquat, alias Me. o
his brother, devise and se]]
holisick -«
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upon each cow common , g .14 acres or thereabouts_

"“to edch common, assessment, “acre’ for, acre on’

the ‘-.‘farms”;of the surveyors;

'.The_,listjo‘f proprietors at thisiltirné__nilm:be-.rs"s'i'xvt'y: Dedham
men . BETPTietors at t _ XLy :

m they were’ d:epo_sited" in' Deacon Aldis’s

" . The deeds, meanwhile, having been delivered to Eleazar -
Lusher, by whom ' '

Kl box,—at a general

© 29th, 1669, 964, os

X chon;:(the first assessm

ed), by an assessmen
acres. constituting the far

~ 54 commons, .’showing th
common. - S

¢ o
“The proprigtors by GranAt_o’r purchase,” assembled accord.
ing to 'appqintmen_t on the morning of May. 23d, 1670. At
this meéting e : : ‘

v

“It is agreed that an Artist be Procured vpon as hoderate-‘tearmes ;
“as may be that may laye out the Lotts a¢ Pawcompticke t¢ each pro-
. priator” ., ¢ I : o .




le S being more  famitisy with the sit
Dedhamv.-éémihittee, were . .- T
" “desired to direct the artist in the woi'k'abovcsaid,féﬁ— gfﬁpOWered
" toorder the sCituation of. the'_Tc)'w,iac“ for the most conve
..: the “whole "I‘rac‘t,.ahjd':’,the.qu;‘;l,liti‘e'sv"bf‘ each sort of- in, er

‘Uaccom'a‘('laci’o',n_s ‘considered. ", .| It is allso agreed that no map -
* shall -1’1aye16-ut.:nﬁ-0ré. than 20 Cow ons rights

ua-

N . >3 N N - T
o ——

OF ‘ ; every 'de'uis_i'obﬁ.vof Lands of all-
 sorts (except house Lotts t !

- .erlyand westerly, and the | , . ... shall

" -allwayes ‘b on, the 'ortherly side 2 ke an en 'on‘th'é.ﬁsoutlier_ly :

side. - IR L R

. The rﬁeadowIand's‘_@hly',.‘»Were

a cow cOmmopi represented thre

May: 14th, 1671, the "d"r_awing for house " Tots took - lace, - -

n the | » the committee made_a—dee&ﬂﬁmthe. '
_ town of Dedham, of. 411 their. proceedip
7{ esting document i is. ]

S gmmmy i . ST SRR A
b - . o -

&

a

By

oy

j=pd
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&S, and a most inter. Lo
It shows ug ‘the Tots ag they “front
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“by Samuel Wells, " - U N
.. The first ang second divisions of the

.. as they still appear, thou
distinction, borrowe:

T “on the ﬁyer,lc—alil'ed: by t

the he meadows, ,
- ‘higher sort of lands,” called “Intervale or plow lands.”
‘report also furnisheg the clearest evidenée,ﬁthat, the.

surrounding the meadows, (the eastang west mountains, from .. -

St wooded, which is contrary to tradition.
- Tt must not be supposed th

c Long Hill ‘south; aﬁd»from Cheapside hills north), was densely
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. miles square, Provided that an able & orthodox ‘minister win three .

: Sam n' Frary's cellar on. the north;” ‘and 'pe'_r,.mis;_.‘.
.sion is given to Samuel Hinsdell “to enjoy a percell of lang
.- .on which at present he.is resident, considering his expense -

he had dug a hole oy cellar in the side hill,” south of Colonel ST
- Wilson’s. " AY the allotment of the homesteads in 1671, he . S
o built a house, ‘on what lot is not known, - - EE LT e

14 1672, the town of Hatfield, complaining tpa their north e
boundary was obstructed by the Pocumtuck line, it was- ac- .. -
cordingly established Wwhere it now is, L s

- &, the Court ... allow the pétitione:sfth,‘e_ liberty of 5 Township
- and doe thereforé grapg them such an-addition ., . - to the 8600

.acres. formerly granted.. ...  as that the ‘whole be Si.. . seven

" yeares' be settled, - oo - and doe appointt . o5 Left, Wi Allys,
" Thos® Meakins, Sen & Sergent Isaack Graues, wtb Left Samuel Smith,
UM Peeter Tylton, & Samuye] Hinsdell . ., orany fower of them,,

to admit inhatbitahts, g’rant“langs, & order al] their prudential] af-"
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CTo4 ¢ TRUE STORIES' OF NEW E

cerning’ land. titles to. be adjusted. vAmong'.other,;gi-é"nts” :
‘was one of 20 Akars of land ‘and . Allsoe a hoame*Iott, S
' to Richard Weler and. his ‘heirs forever *—of a hoame lott, - "
© and Allsoe a twelve common- Lott of 36 Akars to Sergeant

- Plimpton and his heirs forever:—and to Zebediah Williams - -

. In 1673, at the early age of twenty-two, hé_began his labors o
* as first minjster of Deerfield: . He had been graduated two.¥

.

Cidle. ‘Therée were "cIaﬁhs_'to»B_é ‘éafisﬁe'd; aﬁd‘.disput'es_"‘con.-.

a houselott of 4 A'k’a>rs":",’»_‘-‘on_ccjndfiti__on of théir_‘ residing'ther_e_-, o

48 Akars in all,” ont the same cordition. = - : ,X(

- In the fall of 1674, Moses. Crafts, “was licensed fo keepan -
Ordinary at Pocimtuck,”the word tavern or ale-house was
offensive to out Puritan féthgrs,—“and tosefFwines and strong
liquors for one year, provided he keep good order in ‘his
house.” Lo L S . '

’.Inhabitahts. came in '_graduafly,_ men vb'egan to »"‘stu'b‘ up” o
. their home lots, and the infant town, -now known by the name:

e —

il




————m

g

. i
S

serflEMENT OF A FRONTIER TOWN,

. béered wonderingly in’at the door of the little log ‘meeting.

' f;’hou:se,v_mhile:x—he.—young'_‘ divine- poured forth his soul in pray- -
er; and listened with pleased at"tehtio’nv as the Psalms, dea-. -
- coned out _byvold"Rbbert._Hi.nsdale, were sung to the fine old -
- ‘tunes of York or Windsor. '~ ... - R
So, side 1 by side; itf peace, stood the wigwam of the savage

~~and-the cabin of the- séttler, in" this valley, till the torch - ‘
o kindled_‘at:-Swanz.ey 'by_'that» “prime incendiary,” Philip,” as . R
s '-——»-fv-*“4the'~histor'i§ﬁs', of the time- call h_im;seuhg_whe}e—cmfry“m R
I __ﬂames——Brrven_fﬁmone at Mount Hope, the self.

“styled king, with a few followers, fled for aid and comf 1t to

: v

- the country of the. Nipmucks; his subjects or. allies;

~ A quaint ‘writer says, with much gravity, that “about now, -

Philip began to need money, and hiying a coat made all of
‘Wwampum, cut it in pieces and distributed it among the Nip-

muck sachems ;" whereupon Drakeﬂ ;emarks_, that the coat - L
- 'mﬁst'have— been bigger than Doctor Johnson’s, ‘mentioned by .
Bos'w_eII, the side. pockets of which,'v'v_erei_each-_ large enough - "

to contain a volume of his folio. dictionary. 'Doubtless_Phi,l-

<y . . CPE J 1. S . s
IP'S wampum and his wrongs, were.freely,used as incentives

: to the war, but at this p‘eriod"thevqﬁarrel ‘was not one of.

- of civilization - ast Tally of Paganiéri_: against Christian-

¢ ity. . Philip pr no Philip, sopfier or- later, the contest wasin. =~ . -

individuals or of tribes.

or"hfsf ybuﬁ.gﬁ wife, with her brigﬁtée):ied pappoose at her back,

r It was.a struggle- of races for the "
possession: of a continent ; or rather, it was a‘war of the in. -

‘carnaged principles of barbarism resisting-the-encroachments

>

-evitable. In ‘t'h_e‘ Connecticut valley, the carnival of ‘blood"
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.. writing to Increase. Mather, at Boston, urges “the- need of 2+
g to. 45C Mather ! g

reformati'on.‘ “-‘M_a,ny sins,” he_'say's;‘:‘-‘are_.grown. “in fagh- -

-ion, that it:is a question whether they be sing,” e_pndl begs 'him
- to call the Governor's attention especially to “that intolerable

‘pride in clothes and hair, and the toleration of so many tav.

- erns, especially in Bost'o'n,.and-_suffering_v home dwellers.to -
.. be tippling therein.”.. “It-would be a dreadful token of the -

"-;'di_spleasure. of God,” he adds, “if these afflictions, pass awhy
. without much ~Spiritual advantage.” Mr. Mather, jotting .

down hastily for the printer, the. intelligence that comes
- post ‘from - Hadley:, motalizes thus: - “It ig as if ‘the Lord

il

" The
. had been driven’ from _their,hqmes"an(_iﬁwe're_ huddled togeth.’

should say He hath a controversy with every plantation, and

 -therefore all had need to repent and . reform. their ways.”
“This sore’ contending of God with us for our’sins,” writes :
John ~Pynphon to his absent somn, “unthankfulness_ for forr’ne’rf_ e

. from our dross and become a more tefined people, as vessels
~ fitted for our Master’s use.” . ‘

inhabitants of Deerfield, v&é.fned -b‘by repeated atfacks;

o . . :
e

2




er mtwo ',drlthree“l';ou_'s'é‘s','prﬂﬁr‘p o
‘defended by a_handful of soldiers.” To the men, who with

. S e C

o A‘SETZ’I“LEMENT"OF:”A" FRONTTER‘"TO’WN{'; S A

rotected

e gun and sickle i ‘hand, went out ?o*harvest th_e,frui;S_o‘f_‘theirl -

terror, lest théy“"shouldi{retunn to find the femp,aht Of".t‘héiﬁ-_" Sl
- little settlement in ashe&_r-th__‘il.é'—_asjstfa;ggling.'bandfs;of'AI'n-v R

- "dians on their murderous errand passed near. the forts, the <.

’

- “some beloved one might not return at'nightfall. The noon.
_ day was thick’ with horrors, and a’ thous'aﬁd’.'pha'ntoms' of .. L -
. dreéad, haunted the da_fkneés and silence of midnight: The =«
“wind shrieked and groaned_thi'bﬁgh_the.for_est, as if with pre- .
' onition of impending disaster. * To their frightened fancy,
. the patter of the autumna] rain, was the tramp of - the ap- . ..
~ proaching foe, and the rustle ¢f the leaves, as they sped be-
" fore the vSepter_nber' gale, the final rush of their savage assail-

ants.” €ompelled at last to seek security and shelter for their

won with much toil from the wilderness.

o The last bag of ‘wheat. was at length filled, the go_lgien';.c'_c‘)li'_h -

lay heaped on the great oxicarts, the feather beds and other

treasures of thrifty hduseWifery_'Care'fﬁlly'disp‘qséd' atop,’and =
. " the march for Hadléy began. The ’féeling.Wil;h.Which they -
- Saw the day breaking over the mountain; as they wended.

their way throiigly the" meadows on that ever memorable

"'”»morning, the. 18th of September,. 1675, was, no doubt, -one
~ of mingled relief that the long suspense Was ended, and of

‘well. No foreshadowing of their. awful fate, seems to have .

_ rested .on their hearts. Joytully their households~ awaited

. ‘them. at Hadley, joy turned all too soon to bitter sorrow,
~ when the few that escap.ed.t.old_..t/'here, how the little stream, R

oA

byylr‘ig‘tl‘iisades, and S
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108 TRUE STORIES OF NEw ENGLAND CAPTIVEs,

known before a-s';Mu‘ddy,B.réok,lhad been ba_;;t_i’z"ed anew and

' that .‘re‘ma'ined‘of that hbpéfui plantation, "So'me‘brave' spirits,

- however; still clung to the hope of resettlement, These, exas-
/pe'fated"'by_the .news, in the early summer of 1676, that the

7 the occasion. for a- public 'thanksg'i'{(ing, and the ‘body of .

'Weetamdo,"’ his cdnstantaﬂy,‘ more.implacable in' Her resent.

. ment. than even he had been,_lay'stranded'by_the__ebb_in'g. -

'v'.'__ful-ly,,albl knotted With ‘Sea-tangle, the feétureS'onée"so gaily

1Ever since known a5 Turner’s Falls, "

*Squaw Sachem

of Pocasset married first the brother of ‘Phnl;lip.

i
:

{
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r
£
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‘that "h:é was. from
oustax, lists, /f_/ro‘

4

Dedham.: There his name appears on vari. -
m_1663.'to_167g, o

begin to rebujlq Hisﬁ',rl‘lined.hOme.

ly to

Hatfield, Where,.

ome. Driven from'
- thelIndians, who bui‘ne’d-h_is half finished house; he
o " most probab

v .‘ Ple, he spent the'winter. He was, howéirer, far fr‘ovm coﬁ-
- tent. . The birth of his child ma

i0us to’

e

Vi menty

ey



L0 TRUE STORIES OF NEW ENGLAND ‘CAPTIVES,

: sév@éﬁté’eﬁ -éapti‘w}iés;' mo'éﬂy women “and chﬁ'c;l?éil, '-tow;;ﬁs: L

‘It was near su one of t'hose tranquil, New_.Eﬁglén:d‘ :
owell. " Naught of melancholy was in' -
piped by a belated August cricket, and the striped. .

*"snake Crawled from his hole to bask in the sunshine; as if he .

half believed summer had come’ agaip, “The ‘witch-hazel

. threw into the lap of October a wealth of bldss:om‘s,'-wh’ich' ‘

- June could " never extort. from her, A crown of gold, . -

bishop and priest, V'!;ov oﬁer a sacrament of peace. "No sound -
/in the woodlands, save now and then, as a leaf rustled down
softly” and Wwas. silent. “The. squirrels as -they frolicked

among’ the branches, ceased their. chatter: startled by the

" echo of Qruventin.Sto.ckw‘e“H"s hammer, as it was borne up from

set in, and faster fell the strokes as the sun declined. Near -

“with- gréat shouting and,shooting,”'the In&iéns,.s;ame'upon

. them. Dropping their tools, and Seizing their gung, the men

fled towards the.swamp, whgre ‘Root wag in_stantly shot, and -

“and co_mpelle‘d to surrf_ndélﬂor die. .

- Stockwell after brave: resistance, was at last overpoweredq

“I was now by my 6wn Hofuse,”'says'. Quentin, ““which, the Indians
“burnt the last year and I was about to build up again, and there' -
" had some hopes to escape from them. - There was a Hor@efj_ust by

which they big me take. T. d‘id_‘so?v»,fbut made no attem

" thereby because the enemy wag nedt, and the beast dull anqg slow,




and hideous Wayes, about foyr miles furthe-_r, béfo_fe ‘

We_took up our place for rest, which was in a dismal piece of Wood, -

- On the east side of the mountain, - . | St

We were kept bound all that night, The Indians kept waking, .
-and we had little mind to sleep in thig night’s travel, R

. mighfnot, lose one anothé_r, and if followed ;
o - covered by the English, D S - R |

Ta © About the break of Day we'Marcheq again and" got over the -~ - L
s ' - - 8reatriver at Pecumptyck River mouth, ahd_'tﬁere‘reste‘d about two e E {f'[

hours.. There the Indians markeq out upon Trees the number of

“their Captives.and Slain as’ their manner is,
. great danger; A quarre] arose. about me, whos
T three took me, | thought I must pa killed to e

N P SV : RN
Now was I again-in - ol
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112 - TRUE STORIES OF NEW 'ENGLAND CAPTIVES,

had th_efe taken. F rom hence we went up a.b(').ut’t‘hb» Falls, ;,vh_ér'e we'
.crossed that River again, and whilst I was going, I fell right déwn
lame of my old' Wounds™ that I had in the War, and whilst I iyas .

" thinking -I should therefore be killed by the Indians; and ,v;vhétAv_l

~ Death I should die, my pain was suddenly'gone and-I was much en-
- couraged again.”. .0 . - I S

.. As they recrossed the riVef at PeskeomPSkﬁt' Féi_ls, the Hat. -
o field captives remembe‘r_ed with :satis’fac,tio‘n, -how ‘Benjamin .

Waite had piloted brave Turder to his gr'éatvvictory at this"

~ Vvery spot; and a gleam of hope ‘cheered their hearts at the -

“captivity.  Stockwell continues, - : T
“‘We had about eleven horses in that Compémy,-which the-Indians
“.-used, .to carry Burthens, and to’ carry Women; It was ‘afternoop

. fqe,'wh_onow. bore his- helplesé wife and_ children into cruel

“Spread out on our ‘backs; agd so we- lay all night,- yea so we. laid
mapy_nights. . They:told ‘me " their Law was, that we ‘should lje S0
nine nights, and by that time, it was thought we should Be’out of
our knowledge. The manneér of staking:down was- thus : our Arms

- and Legs stretched out were staked fast down, and a.Cord about

. ing down, bein

)

.next day we went up the river, and. crossed it and at night lay in

Squgkheag meadows, and while. we lay in those meadows, the in-
diass went a-hunting, and the English army came out after us.”
; Ad the Kng :

.crossed the river. 'Ab'.ou ;
re-crossed it to. the west, and'being quite out of fear of the

- English, lay there. éncamped about -three weeks. On' this
“-last march Stockwell’s 'three‘ masters. went off to hunt, leav-

- ing him with only one Indian, who_féll sic;k, so that as he 's_ays,‘
*“I was fain'to carry his_G‘un and Hatchet, and had opportunity and .

' 'Dividing' into many cbtn?a{nies to elude .pursui_t, they again

7~ 'whén, we now crossed that river, ‘We travelled up it till night, and =
;_{f-thgu,tpokup our Lodging in a dismal Place,and were staked déwn and_ -

our necks, so that we could Stir no wayes. - The first night of stak- ,
g much tired, I slept as comfortablé as ever. The

hirty miles above Northfield they

e i .

e

e .

nive
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" SETTLEMENT OF .A;FRONTIERAT‘OWN.' R %

that the English Captives had»prémiséd the‘{:o_ntragy to ,on'e‘ another,

- . . . R
because if one should run away, that would provoke thé Indians; and.
indanger the rest-that could not run away.” S e TR

- child sorely tempted him to try it, but he remembereq that

- “vered lips, more deserves o

: .St_ockv‘gell. says, . -

. I was .one that was fo pe burnt, Sergeant Plim_pt'on‘another, and

dayes work, the_Indians being weary with that Dance, laid
down to sleep, and slept soundly. The ‘English were all Ioose,-theq

noise on’purpose, lﬂut none awaked, I thougtit if any ‘of the English
- would wake, we might kill them all. sléepiqg, I removed out of the
- way all the Guns and, Hatchets; but my heart failing me, I put ali
-, things where they were again. - The next day when we were to be
‘S’b'urnt, our Master and Some. othefs’},spgke for us,-and the Evil was
/ prevented ‘in this 'place.”\.\' E S
The tale is 'simply told, but no rhetoric could add to jtg

* = pathos.. 'The‘.frightfulvdrg.ies, whose dolor, says an eye wit.
- ness, “no pen though made of harpy’s qui‘ll-,»_cbuld des_cr_i‘be;”
 the council fire and hellish pantomime, by which Quentin un.

.. derstood that some were destined to the- stake; the savage -

! brutes.at length satiateq with rioting, heavy and stupid with

sleep, their usual’ i)'rccautidﬁ*s' forgotteq;,,the lonely watcher,

Life was dear to hi"tn:,"esc;‘ape_was «easy, ‘the thought of his '

- if one should run away it would endanger the rest, and_._‘réi’j o
© sisted. ‘No -knightliér deed was ever d‘o‘ne."yN_ot; the dying o

L Wéll\-rgfljsvihg libefty[ ' ght he ‘kne’_\i',-_le_st his-
g gain \might ‘prove .anothér’s loss: - Whﬂg‘ encamped here; -

“‘they had a-great Dance, (as vt;hey'_‘call'it),' coﬁ‘cl.ua'ed'fb'_bu‘rn three
of us’and\had got Bark. to.do it with, and as I tind'efstpod é'fter_Wards,

I went out and b ought in Wood, and mended the fire, and madea” - .
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- "At'this period, there was trouble between the.Mohawks and .
‘the Christian Indians,on account of the neglect of the latter
~to pay their cﬁstdmary tribute to the warlike lords of the Mo. .
hawk valley. - - SRR e

Six Mo,hawks,:fi-ﬂly' armed, had Beeh selzed 'ﬁear Boston

- ~while hunting, and thrown into prison by the authorities there,.

A party of Mohawks with a scalp, and two Natick squaws as

captives, having passed through Hatfield on the very day be. . '

‘that his captors were o - R
" “river Indians, No;wattut:ks, save only one Narragansett: twenty-
 six in all, eighteen fighting men, two Squaws, the rest old men and

boys; - that they came from the French whither they had fled at tl;:e :




tives, Havi'ng" been"-'encou;adgéd that they skoulq have‘eighg,pq‘uﬂds
. aPif?céfor‘them.”' o B T

. They also gai.re:Stebbin's the comfofting a"ssu'ranpe f-hét‘ i‘he_" g
~ French Indians intended “to’ come with them ‘the next time,

~ foot.and so escaped to ‘Hadiej', béing tw. ‘days and a half

- without vituals.”




i 6. - 'TRUE STORIES OF'NEV&{,ENQI;A}L\écAPTIVES. o
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Lo SRR T i /SéiN_GEIELD; _Oct». 5, 1677. R '

- ..Capt.Sd,lz'kbur_y—_ s ce
LT i ;'.-'[/Vort]ly Sipie L : .
PR BT CooaT St erst'e.rday morning I rec’d
yo'r kind linis by Benj.'Wait_:e,i'WIiereby_I understand yo'r symp'athy‘ ‘
AWEtlh us'in o’r sad disaster by ye Indians: and yo'’r readiness in mak. '
ing greate Inquiries, and greate foirwardness to do what Possible

T lyes in 5701@"561" s, w'ch I have abundant cause to acknowledge, and-
do most’ _thankfﬁl]y Aaccept ... .. and as i;o_ your "opin’idn of the v
, Ma’qués-,being free, and assuring me of their innocency, I.do fully . -
_concur with you, having‘satisfactigp"afr’m what' you wrote,’ and from. -
Benj. Waite’s relation. But to put.it out of all doubt, God i4 His

A Came'into ‘Hadley last ni-ght"iu 'ye niéh’t, whose religei(gg,_)ggs;sgn:,'(m«f«;«;m.;e:««««""
‘me, w’h"be‘ing«lg;q';,«an,-hnur«sinee‘f*?rétd"itt‘lffP’s‘é‘H‘tly’,rest)'_l_ve’d ‘upon” -

<«;~*56ﬁd*i‘ﬁ§‘f’f)st to. you:” v ‘ . T
' Then follows a minute account of the capture ang Aight

‘toward ‘Canada with Stebbing’s escape.’ S :
“He says,” continues Pynchon, “that one of the Indjang from Nash-
away Ponds, seems to be a counsellor w’k they have consulted much; . -
and spoke of 's,en_ding\to th_e.Engl'ish, but at last resolved . for.Cana. - )
“da, yet talkt of making-a forte ‘greate-way up the river; and abid.
"ing there this winter,-and also'of’carr)ci_ng the. captives and Selling -
ym to ye French, which ‘he concludes: they réso}véd on, but make . ‘-
" but slow passage, concludes it may be twenty days ere the'y get to
yelake ..., . o : .

.. Inhis postscript Pynchon adds: . v
-“Ben Wait is gone home, before the Intelligence came tome. He AR
talkt of goeing to Canada before, and I suppose will' rather be For-. . = .~ s
ward to it now than Backward.” _ e e
So good an opportunity for Opening ,a correspondence with
the New York Indians, with-a view to their pacification ang

, -




o The tidingS;of'"S'tebbin‘s's escape caused fear

Cdeath. e -
.7 “He met ‘me and tolq mQﬁS.ﬁéibhiFl&'Wésf‘i‘ﬂﬁ.a"W'ay,‘ and the In. -

. ccoca e

A

 .}

' 'Stb@kw‘ell’s ,réc_];oning, whe

£

SETTLEMENT OF A FRONTIER TOWN. . - oy

~with a ‘demand for the Vatick ’squ’a_ws,vaqd a Témonstrance .-
- against future depredatiQnSAon the Christian Indians, togeth-

er with .dipl@matic .assurance_s.- of ‘the “special respect”. of -
,Massaélg‘uSetts for the Macquas. RS

S

shrewd mediation saved them more thaf once f rom d_z’eadﬁ&‘lf o

,D.dlsns;spake:‘bffﬁﬁ?ﬁiﬁfg:wﬁsf some of only burning and biting off
< -»~c}>ju’r.Fin_'ge‘xjs by-and-by: He said there woulq be'a Court, and ajj .

would speak their. minds, but he would speak last, and would sdy,

- that the Ihdiapf that let Stébl‘)‘i‘nsgrun-awgy,_was only infault, and o

S0 scarce that_oﬁe bear’s foot had to serve five captives for g
" whole day’s rations, and they began to Lij] their hotses for
“food. At length. resuming their. journey, they reached a
small 'ﬁver about. two hundred miles .above Deerfield, by . ‘
re they separated into two com. - s

, captives 'Was_n_o_t néglected by ouf:Gov—', »
" eérnment. The six Mohaw_ks-'rele.ased, from'_'p_ri‘son, were sent
home bearing formal letters of apology for. their seizure, -

and trembling
~ among the remaining captives. - Stockwell was informed of
_ it by Ashpelon, the captain of his .party, who seems to have R
" treated the English with the utmost kindness, and whose - ¢ ST

d be done us, fear not: and so'jt proved ‘accordingly.” ~ R
" A fortnight after. the seizure of Stockiwell and his friends, & R
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- wood fryed in Bedrs’ Greace, © . . T
- feund 'é,co:mpany-"o_flvRaccons, then we Mmade’a Feast; .
e : vaerrc‘:e_ivéd_there would -

’ .“Here I was ‘frozén, ;'md,.here again we Wiéré likje"to Sjtérvg.', All thgﬁ
.- Indians went a"H.unting-‘bUt‘ébgld get nothmg;‘;v»_diver's‘ d‘ay“eish't‘_hje
‘.PoWWowfd ‘but got nothing, then they desired the English to

andv_’cqnfcs’se,d_‘:they cou

Dot do as at 6t-her‘v
again sadly put to,

At last we

Id do hothing ; they would ‘have yg
1at the . ishman’s God:-conlq do. . ‘

Sergeant Plimpton, in ahdthgr place: T‘h.e",lndi
tended, Mo"tjning :and ‘Night; nex‘tvtday,_.”

" be too ‘much for one time, so one Indian that sat next to me, bid

- me slip away some to him under his Coat and he would hideit for .\

me till another time; this Indjan as soon as he had got my Méét,

stood up and méd_e a Speech to the rest; and discovered me, so _tha_t"_ o
- the ‘Indians we’re"yery angry, ‘and gave me another piece, and gave
-;-me Raccoon’s Grease tg drink, which made me sick and Vomit, -

e there arose a great storms, , , . -

last they .g:'ot':tO an island and there they went to PoWowing.- The -

Powwow said that Bénjamin Waite and’ another Man wag _'cbm‘in‘g' -

and that Storm was raised to cast i_:h?'/m/ away,
pgareq to be true, ‘though then I believed it not

RO .. S

e Tl -

N -

3 '_e‘vAereﬂnﬂ at- .
@5t Bears: thep ‘they




1 crept toa tree ‘that lay ‘
‘ t was ‘nbw'x'_]ight',/;nd"very , S
ounted no oth but I tust die_'t,l,;eré';~'whi1e5';_'1‘ C B

. hecame to me, and called

80 he must knock. me |

he saw how I'hag il tha ~could mot rise; then J

he took ‘his Conf, and wrapt me in it, and -went back, arid sent two . i

_Y,_lndians‘ ith a Sled, one said he. muist knock me on the: Head; the DR S

ot ﬁLd No, ‘they wQuld‘ carry me away and bii:m"\.r{;e.”’.- RIS PR o » _' s fi

- On' seeing- his frozen feet, howeVér;'they%releiit\gad, carried ' - ¢ !

~him to a firewnd gave him broth, which revived him so much f

that at daylight he and Samuel Russell, the. eight years-old - } !
child taken from Deerfield, went upon a Tiver on the jce, A

strange and sad companionship. Russel] slipping into the . . -

/ water, was called back by the Indians, who dfieq his stock-
ings, and sending the two ahead again with an Indian guide -

- they ran<four or five miles before the rest came up totheém

- well wasthen laid on a sled and they ran away with himon = -
< the ice. He says “The rest-and Samuel. Russell came softly -
.l 7 after.. Samuel Russell | never.saw. more, nor knew what be-.
SRS ~"Ahalt of three o our days was made. at Chambly, where -~ . .

N



‘hasty-puddin

 'limbs.with -cold water.

by a young man, who Tet:

B bought him, had not the T

© Y for him." To.

. COmpaﬁied,Stockwell'~ to So

~ From' Sorel the: captive

T _two or.three.miles distant,

well, and it being Christ

‘other provisions. " The I

'fhim,vhe ‘asked for'a chi

s him on the face »wi_th'_hi$:*ﬁ’§bt_.-

- ated and. wenj;aWay,'

- place with twelve '_sol'die_rs,’;;cam :
who had struck the Englishinan

.- he should go tothe Bil

e .‘{‘Whep' that Indian Was:goné; " he says, ““I had. two masters stil],
° ‘the In?dian.

" . man were lik
RS . they were men

Adl

g and milk, with

He

prevent his-

arry me to that

They answered I wa
e‘to the English, to say one 't
f'th‘clf:r’wqrd‘s, but T

him lie it his bed, an
ndians demanded ahu

boes and then be ‘hanged.

3

y treated by the French, who gave him
brandy, and bathed ‘his frozen o
vas 1 great civility

d ‘w‘o_t_l_-ld have .- -

Was treated with

ndred pounds

being abused, this young mag ac.

rel;

- where the French visited Stock. -

a chirggeon, at which one of them stritck . "
A Frenchman near by remorn.
but soon after, the Captain of the
Imdian = - -

e and asked for the

- Seizing him, he told” him

Captain, that | ‘mightspeak’ for

a fool; did I think ‘the. French.
prevailed: \ifi‘t'h:‘thcm to help me o
by dn Iqteppre;é;'; and told him -

‘The .In. s

hing and do another?—




A

e, . .

- that he embraced him, called hin his brother, treated himto ‘
brandy, and carried him off to his wigwam, ‘Where all the- ©
- other Indians shook hands with him and thanked him, ~The -

" house of the Gaptain, who gave him victuals'and wine, R -
f -“Being left there é-whilé,"”f says he, I showed -the Captain-and - S
. his wife my fingers; who were affrighted- thereat ang bid me lapit

" up again and sent for .the chirurgeon who when he came said he ' . -

“House till Benjamin Waite came, and my Indian’ master .being in’

" the worth of them, which if he did not pay, he must lose hig pawn, " °

o ’ThuS'end$- the sorrowful narrative of ¢ ne of that little fcbm-: S e
- pany, ruthlessly torn from home and friends op that bright . =~ . e

its service, fot the purstit of their common enemy having =~ - _
failed, the General Court, in answer to a petition from Hat. =~ R

L)
S SE'TT.LEM-ENT‘: OF ,A‘,FRON'I“IER TOWN,. dz2r N

next day according to promise, ,S_toékwell_,__was carfied'to.;"thg{? ‘

could cure me ‘and- took it in hand and dressed it. . The Indians -

_came for me ; Ce. I could not go. -, . . .-+ That. nigh't,"I'Was,/full : N / .

of pain; the French were afraid I would. die; five men’ did “watch

- With ‘me, andstrove to keep me chearly; for I was’ ready 'to}fajnt':_
+ oft-times they gave mé'brandy;*thc»nﬁt day the chirurgeon -came -
-again, as he did all the while till May. I continued in the Captain’s

‘want of money, pawned me to the Captain for fourteen beavers, or

or sell me for one andf'twentyvbéa've'r's.'_ “He could get no-beavers, . .
50 Iwas sold, and jn God’s good time set. t-liberty and returned: - -
to'my friends in New England.” - . - o

September day, two centuries ago, &, strong - man in the -

~ Prime of life;—but whe shall tell the woful‘suﬂ:erirng‘s'”éf_the" S
 old man of four-score; the tender babes, and helpless W_omen,.g' e et
“who with him were first to tread that cruel way into Indian’ =~ . T Cle

- captivity, travelled later by S0 many weary feet? Behjaﬁlin s e
. Waite, shuddering at jtg 'horrors-folj his ’d"ev.liéate.’wife_énd~ B o
. three little girls, determined to follow: and share their fate, -

~if he could not recover them. Stephen Jennings, another A
. Hatfield man, whose wife and children were.among the cap. -
tives; joined him. - AT Lo - o o
The attempt of the Government to enlist the Mohawks in . T

B




v
.

. 'I"RUE'."ST_ORIE"ZS' OF NEW ENGLAND :cAPnVEs'. R

ha)

 fieldq, issuéd an order for the ‘.r_ecbirery of the’ Acaipvti‘Ves‘, aﬁd' '

-

" resolved that all inbide_ntal_ expenses should ‘be defrayed by -
'.'the'co_lony;v” o LT T .
-~ On the 24th of Qctober,-"j1677,' Waite and Jennings set
- forward on their mission of love. They bore a.commissjon

-v the seventh Adayt and ,i'_m-riiedi_at,ely pre'sentéd théir credentials’
s to Capt. Salisbur"y,’ Cbmmandant at-the post. 'C_onvihéred_by’ :

- longed to Boston, ang acting doubtlegg under secret orders . -
from Salisbury, they femanded them to Albany, There they
‘Were detainpd as prisoners.tjl] an Opportunity offered to send
them down’ to New York for éxami—nati_on.’by_ the Governor .




e - derness. The'French”"guid'ej whom they
R them at the last minute, a Mohawk Indi _ c ot -

* ‘them to Lake George, Much'to their.disappointmeﬁt\oh ar.’
P T riving there, it was free from ice. ‘Finding an old canoe, the =

U Indian refitteq it, and after ,drawing»i_g_fr them.on birch bark e
.- o a rough ldrgft of 't.he _lakes over »Wh_i'ch--thg‘y were to pass,. he Lo
T £ ‘bade themad_igu.} Three days took t,lj,eant,othe'oﬁ_Zlet of Lake' .- . -

. - reaching Sore, they came upon an India _ ,
-where Jennings was overjoyed to find-his wife. With sobs. -

« . and broken speech she told him all she h'ad‘.en’du.'re s
. - it had’fared with the rest; how : nuel Riss ]

s Mary Foote had been killed on the:







do

makes'a"separatipn; _ R QuINTIN VS'lf‘OiCl‘(W’ELL."?‘
T 7 my [m},gf;z;»;zds_ and .éz'(zdré’J at Hc’z&iz/d:‘—"i‘hex few'»l‘ine’s'-aré' N
- _to let you un’derstand‘tha_twe.aré arrived - at Albainy',with the cap- ST

Cxe

: - " tion; et it move them to come and help us in thig strajt.” Three of ,_;\_> .
e . thé.captives are murdered: old Goodman Plympton, Samye; Foote’s - L

- nock. . We must come very softly because of our wiyfés-‘an,d children.
P R Pray you hasten then. “Stay not night nor day, for the matter re-

P quireth haste, - Bring provisions Wwith you for ys,

insman, :
BENJAMIN WAi"'fE.f'_ S
/Zaife been aiffected‘ R
_ € Now,‘and hasten . S

. Yo shall not need to be..

Your loving
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‘ﬁike atriumphal procession; every neighborhood turning out
'to gtreet them. “Two proud and happy men’ were Benjamin

.. Waite and Stephen Jennings; as they headed the cavalcade
. into ‘Hatfield street that "Méy"mdr.niﬁg, each bearing in his

- 'arms his new, little daughter, and tears streamed from every

7

' Stockwell’s experience of Iadian hospitality seems to ‘have

B ‘disgusted him with frontier life, and the year after his return

_“To the honoured Generall Court of the Masachusetts Bay‘indw -

setting in Boston y® 8th 3, ’78:1

Rt Worshigputt: ... v SRR
We-do veryly hope:your thoughts are soe upon us &'c')ur ’é,o;ii o

. dition. that:it would bé superfluous to tell you that our estatés are

" waste _ that we find it hard work to Live in this Iron :age" to ,,Céme

all which speaks. us a people in a very: misirable condition, & .
‘unlest-you will be pleased to take us (out of .your fa’t;her-likepitty)
& Cherish us in yor-

bosomes

v

we -are like Suddinly to
- .. 1Mass. A-rchivés_, May 8,41,673_. o ! .

‘breathe out .




%Al judicious men who have any acquai
“Rich a'tract of land as any. upon, the;
.to entertain & ‘maintain. as. great num

“wark to the .other townes; also it wou
" to the enemie & veryly. (not to make to bold with

SETTLEMENT.OF A. FRONTIER TOWN. "

o last Breath.. Right Honoured The Committie appointed £ man’

‘age o affairs for us thé Rev. My Mather who hath'n

saken us, & we the Remaining. Inhabitants Joyfully doe esire

that we might return & plant ‘that place againe.  Yet we ould -

“earnestly begg ... .. that we may Repossess the' Said .pldntation .

|+ -With great Advantage Both for the: advancing the cause’ & King= -
" dome pf\Jesus & for or ow_n"~saftie & comfort. ., , .. [ SRS

.'viv‘;Th-é:‘p tition then jerglvlérges upon the :dfav'vb@/ he v
heretofore encountered, in the fact that the best land-is held
'by' the proprietors, who are likely never to settledin Deerfield,

 and declare' t 1at Mr. Mather- and they are of opj
' pla'.nta;tion,'vw‘il_lfbe spoiled if these men 'may_no,tfbe begged or - _
. They conclude as =

inion “the

follows: ~ " . T -

3

the upland ‘townes; alsoe were it We_llpedpled'it'.woul‘d ‘be as a.bul.

uld be a great. dislieartening.
your worship’s pa. -
tience) It would mightily Incourage and Raise the hearts of s the
Inhabitants yor poor & Impoverished servants> . -~ . A

. The Apffffg&ef of .the..pét’ition_ers was™ not answeréd.‘u_:’ll‘];igfb;_ :
" matter was referred b
- further attempt to réb

y the Court to the proprietors, and no- -
uilq 'De‘e’_rﬁeld.vwas made until 1682,

>

ntance with it, Count It as -
Tiver; they-Judge it sufficient _
ber of Inhabitants as most of . -

3

ot yet quitte k;o{:‘-_ Sy

~
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" “Towards the middic of th

 itslow eaves rose the drifted snow. . Within,

«

R EUNICE WILLIAMS, S

~

C ~

sounding name of Notre-Dame des Anges. - ‘
_ A great logs blazed
in the “wide-throated chimney,” before whi

stool, at a rough, board table, sat Paul Le Jeune, Superior of

the first J esuit Mission at Quebec in New France, The trees .
in the neighboring forest cracked with the frost Tike the re. . -
- port of a pistol. . Le Jeune’s ink and his fingers froze; bug:
late into the ‘night, bribing his Indian teacher W’fith',tbbaco‘zt,‘ -
*- he toiled away at his declensions, translating his Paz
" .and Credo int‘o”‘“blur_idering Algonquin.” 1
~ - his blanket, which was™ soon “fringed with the icicles of his T
coﬁgealed breath,” he snatched an hour’s rest, and vs}aki11g-, o
- with the dawn, with a hatchet broke the ice in his cask for

--his.morning ablutions; and began his labors afresh.
-~ “From Old France to New,” says Mr. Parkman, “o v
. cors and re-inforcements,” and a year before Harvard College -

came suc-

was founded, there was at-Quebec, the beginning of a sc¢hool

“‘anda college for Huron boys and French youth.” “Our Lady”
_ smiled upon Paul Le .Iel;ine's'missions; and as in the days of. = -
’ »-qu‘ltrincourt,, the wealth’ and’ patronage of the _'lad'iesof.the

e seventeenth 'c'enturyv,""dn_ the"'- -
bank of the jce:bound- St. Charles,‘rose.a hut, with the: high -
Two féet above

ch, on a wooden.:: -

er Noster -~

Then, wrapped in

:
.
4
by
i
Y
i
.
’
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.Fréhéhi_Coilf‘t‘s'eﬁt'.the first feéuit to New Ffa’néé; so the suc-

3

Jeune and his associates as related by thémselves, without

yo .+ ism in Canada,

© the English Bible into the Algonquin tongue for the benefit

"+ Believing that civilization, or civility,

Nor was this. the end of his labors fki-“'their;in;provément.
~ go hand in hand withreligior, he ins

a2 O

‘indemnified for the loss of;land appropriated to their use, by

S Deerfield was the-spot selected. .

of culture, do not wonder at their choice, and we can scarcely

PREN

' \EUNICE WILLIAMS. =~ = <129

© cess of these later missions at Quebec, and of the newly con-

_ secrated Ville Marie de Montréal, was'in great ‘measure due

) to the zeal and. romantic devotion of. Madame de La Peltrie, -

e " Marie de L’'Incarnation, l\/IHlle;\]eahne Mance, and. Margue. .- .
% rite Bourgeois ;-and no’ oné can read ‘the Story of Paul Le

Mikachs

P

S - . -“’
The - .

.. mingled admiration'and ifespéct"for\\fc'he_‘fqunders of Roman-

.. Meanwhile, with 2 kindred zeal, that noble apostle, John
P Eliot, sat in his little study at Roxbury, patiently translating *

' . of the Indiansnear Boston, often meeting them at Nonantum
‘ - -hill, after the duties of “his own pulpit were discharged. for -
[ . the week, and. there expounding to them its simple truths, -

as he calls it, should .

cted the sachems in® © 7
agriculture and the use of tools, bought spinning.wheels for

© . the squaws, and not neglecting the primer for the:Catechism, = -

gfounded schools for their _pappooses, reWgrd'fng""their_ dili: .
.- gence with' the gift of a.cake or an apple. " At last, when he

- - .. had established -his praying Indians, as they were called, in"

[0 avillage of their own at Natick, the: town, of Dedham was

A grant of eight thousand acres elsewhere ; 'and what is now

‘We of to-day, looking upon the fruits of two hundred years -




130 " TRUE STORIES OF NEW ENGLAND .CAPTIVES. =

oﬁayof D’ér’éhéstér,,mi’nistefed:to,i-:-hvevrh in 1673, boéi;é‘l’ing at

- the time with Quentin Stockwell. ' Driven from their heri.
 tage by the savage hordes'of ‘Philip, it Was not till 1682 that

‘an eﬁor't,va';t rese.tt.leni.ent was madg. -
. Inthe senior class at.Harvard at

- of age, after studying divinity, was ordained minister of

1 at that time, was Johin Wil. -

. liams,; a studious - youth, son' of Deacon Samuel Williams of
" Roxbury.’ _Graduated'»~f_1j'o_rﬁ,a class of three, of whom two - -
‘Wwere Williamses, John Willianis, then but: twenty-two years

- Deerfield, in 1688. There would seem to ‘be little in the po- .

: sition of. pastor” to a frontier- settlement to attract a young
man born.and educated at the 'me‘trof%olis; and without doubt. -

 ing that Mr. Williams was mainly a
|ary’spirit, which characterized the p

- ‘ampton lady, whom he married the year after his ordiqatioﬁ,’

* made him more willing to.accept the call to Deerfield. - This
~was E_unice' Mather, a cousin of the first minister of Deer.

“vine of Exeter, England. L e .
 Eunice’ Williams, second daughter, and sixth

years. Though nothing can be definitely stated of her child-
hood' previous to 1704, We may suppose that her five little
brothers .and sisters, whose births are recorded as rapidly

- s_ucce'edigng her Own, monopolized the attention of the mother

tuated by that mission: ‘
achers of that period,
it is- possible that a previous acquaifitance with ‘the North-~

_ cond daug child of Rev: ..
.. John Williams, was born September 17th, 1696. She was'the .
middle child of eleven, all born to her parents within sixteen .

7

with whom Esther, the eldest daughter, was more naturally

associated in the care of the ybun’gep ones; while the father, :
~ busy 'in- providing for his rap'idly“in(;reasing family, and -

-much occupied with “his parish duties, dévoted the little lei-

sure that remained, to planning for'the education of the old. oo

- .er boys. So I fancy Eunice a "pale,‘ delicate, dark-eyed child,

.

A
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'. "Ieff_pré,tty‘ iniiéh_'td her'own devices for the first six™ years of .
~ Let us glance at the Deerfield of that period.” We see ‘it

~all,—the palisade enclosing- the Garrison House,! the parson."
‘age ‘and "riflaniyl"humblé,dwelﬁlings: the forts or stockaded -
- houses outside; the old.meefing-}house,g square édifice, from .
the middle of whose foursided . ) '
- ty, truth.compels’ me “to state
sounded ‘so pleasantly in ‘our-ea
‘. 1y been silenced forever by the
. the people, with names and, dou
. us,—valiant, hard-working;
- enduring,’ pious’ women.
* house, where Eunice "pro

, for the bell; whose

indefatigable antiquary: ?
btless, faces so familiar to
God-fearing men; heroic, much.-
Only the location of the school.
. bably went .to. school, is ‘missing, .
" But though the fathers ‘and 'mother_s of that. time were. for -
~ the-most part. uneducated, they h:id:'a'school-hOUSe,, and in
: Eunice’sday as in ours,'a Barnard was_the noted school
" dame of the village; public-spirited, like her of our time, be.
queathing large legacies to the schools.  Eumice was a .good. -
reader, and knew her Catechism, by heart., Mr. John Catlin-
- was then school committee and’T have no doubt, that when

site of ‘the second church parsonage.  The Deacon was the
‘blacksmith of the village, and his shop'stood ‘a few rods west
" of his'house. Eunice would stand hours watching him, as’
+ he beat into shape the Plough-shares, that had been bent by -
1Ever after the attack -on Deerfield, known as the “Olc_l.Indi'an House.”
% 'Hon, George Sheldon of D

, eerfield, by whom the legendary “Béll of Saint
Regis,"‘has_ been proved a myth ce T ST ’

oof, sprang the_bélffy,——‘emp-‘ o

gchoes . - ..
ts for many years; has 1 cent: .- s
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-

'the stumps in the newly cleared lands As the sparks ﬂew

Bible, “Man is born unto, trouble as the sparks fly upward "
~and Wondered what it meant. _Too_soon, alas, she learned.
‘The ‘Indians for atime held in check by the defeat and

tered villages. When in 1689, they settled old scores with
Major Waldron at Dover, they killed ‘Richard Otis, and took -
“his wife and ‘baby with. other Capt1ves to Canada. Scalpmg

born settlement Wwas 'soon baptized in blood.

- ‘ .ment of Massachusetts, 1t vas evident that the Engllsh ‘queen -
- éould’ not overlook the. iffsult offered her by Lou1s XIV. As
- ever since the peace of 1698 the Canadian government had

" ments of the Encrhsh it was inevitable that war between the
"two nations,in the’ Old World, must be’ followed by a renew-
-al of -atrocities’in New England. Asa precau“tlonary rneas-
. ure, Dudley appointed a. conference with' the sachems, in

chief sagamores In: 'stereotyped phrase ‘the new governor

Gas to friends and brothers to 4 reconc1le all d1fferences since

guage as poetical as it was false, declared - thatﬁ“a?,hlgh as

- . signs be of making the least breach between them.” Both
. parties then heaped up fresh stones {upon the pillar called the
' Two Brothers that' had been set up at- the last treaty,-and -

'.-‘\".~

up¥rom the ﬂar;nng forge, she thought of the verse in the
. death of Philip, were begmmng again to desolate the scat- -

. parties ‘hovered perpetually about . Deerﬁeld ' and the new-,_ '

- When in 1702, Dudley left England to assume the govern- o

7"‘!_'\ b

- lost no opportunity of exciting. the eastern Indians to, hostrl-a -
L ity, undeﬁﬁ pretext of nrotectmg them from the encrbach-; _

]une 1703, at Casco and rep: alrmg_thltherwrth -hissuite; was. _""
of Penobscot, and Wattanummon of Pennacook, with their
said; that commissioned by his victoriotis queen, he had. come

"the 145t treaty The Indian orator in turn assured h1m that E
peace was what they desired -above - -all things, and in lan~-. B

- ‘ -the sun was above the earth, so far distant should their: d;e*’<g
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. SCHUYLER SNW EUNICE AND ‘BEING' VERY. SO.RROWFUL TOOK
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FORT SAINT- “LOUIS AT CAUGHNAWAGA WITH PRIEST S HOUSE WHERE JOHN .
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) Athe.‘ééi'e"mbiiyié's ended. A few weeks later, Bo

~ EUNICE WILLIAMS, s

. of Jacob, but their*hands like the hands of. Esau,’._' for in six

weeks -after, they with their :Canadian_allies, set the whole

" copntry in flames, - New York was protected by her treaty
* with the Six Nations, and ‘the whole brint of the war fell
upon" Massachusetts and New Hampshire. -Deerfield béing
~the most:remote settlement, and easy of access from Canada,
 Was especially exposed. It had, however, a watchfyl sentinel -
.at its outpost, in the person of Col. John Schuyler at Albany, *

- Who often sent intelligence of ‘the movements of the enemy,

:and thus warded off ‘the-danger.* A mission of converted

ts had persuaded to leave

their native towns, and settle on the St. Lawrencg under the -
Z’Wing of thé'-churéh, had at this time a. fort a.',’c-gé(5

- now Caughnawaga, nine miles abgve Montreal. They natu- -

 tally allied themselves with the French, while those of their

- tribe who remained in the place of their nativity, came un-

M Qhawks,' ('I'r'oquoi,_s,) 'Whomft'hé Jesuits ha

o

~ der the sway of ‘the English. The praying In'd'ia,nspf the Mo-

hawks, whose principal village was at C_aughnawaga,v/forty

- miles distant. from Albany, were in the habit . of /visit. -
ing_ their‘relatives at the Saint-Louis mission, and néws of .
the threatened attacks upon Deerfield, fivas frequently brought -

by them to Albany. on their return; and c’ommunicat_ed by . '

Schuyler to the _aufh‘drit_ies in New England. -,

o m the:autuﬁ_ﬂn‘"fbﬂoﬁﬁhg‘thé',conferénce at Ca::/biﬁ%;bediéh'-._
Williams, and John Nims, ‘his half brother, were-taken from .

- ‘,’I_‘his‘_ ‘was the fourth Vfdrt built on the St. Lawrence near Montreal, by these

E Praying’ Mohawks.. A’ part of its walls, so ‘fimiliar to’ Eunice Williams and",

other New England captives, is still to be seen. - R

N
.»

mazeen boasted- -
- - that though several missionaries from the French had tried
- 3to seduce ‘them from their allegiance, they “were as firm as’
ithe-mounta-iné;. and so would continue as long as the sun and -
. Toon endured.” R e T
. Truly has Penhallow said, ~‘fTheirjAVQiCeiv'vas.li_ke'the voice .

aint-Louis,!

q -
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‘the north’ meadows in‘Dee‘fﬁelld/ éﬁdtéarrie'd"'tb Canada. - So*

o impressed was the Rev. Mr. Williams with a presentiment of -

needs'nq,‘,;'@;petitmiq'n"here_. But who can .tell the horror .-

stamped forever upon the heart and brain of Eunice; by the -
sights and sounds of that awful night? Suddenly’ waked
from: the usitroubled sleep of childhood, to see thé hideous .
faces of demons bending over her; dragged by bloody hands -
from her warm bed, hurried . through the room ‘where she -

"sees her father, bound hand and- foot, Hg;lp»}es’s‘ to protect hér, o

and- afraid to pity lest:he may hasten’ her doom; over the

' ~door stone, where her little _brother liés dead, and by his s_ide, ‘
.gashed and bleeding;, the faithful black woman, whom next -

o to their mother, they loved : out .into the cold winter night, .

" redden_in’g"nqw_ like the dawn, in the glare of ‘the burnmg
~ village, and so to the church, the child is born - Pine torches
 flaring in the hands of the dusky warriors, lighted up the-
‘ scene within. The enemy’s wounded, g*toarfling‘in agony on
the floor;»old men praying and calling on'God for deliver.-

* infants wailing with ‘cold ‘and hunger i—huddled there in
WOful,compa"nionship, while ‘the mocking fiends completed”
. the work of destriction. At dawn?—tthe—shi'véringv_édptives
~"began their weary march. The impression made ‘upon  the

. tender mind of the child, by the dreadful scenes of this night |

and the twenty-five succeeding days, may explain the fact of :
- her reluctance to return to the home of which she had re. P
- _tained'v-'ozlﬂy this frightful .rememszalnce., ; AN




" In the distribution, of ”the'captives’,‘Evun'i_
‘of @ Mohawk of Saint-Louis. = Whether her
his“Indian fancy, or her forlorn conditiofi melted his savage

- breast to pity, it is certain that she ‘Was. treated with: more
_consideration by, her. master, than her compa ,

. theirs. When her little feet were weary, he lifted her to his _‘
_brawny shoulder, or bore her . tenderly ifi-his arms, Wrap.-

- _ping her warmly in' his blanket, he drew her on 2 sledge

_over the icy rivers, spread her bed softly with thick hemlock 4o
boughs when they camped at night, and selected the choicest A

- morselsiftom his hunting for her food, often stinting himself
~ that she might have the more. . Seeing her playmates butch- 1"

a prayers which I ¢annot under:

' _EUNICE WILLIAMS.

fell to the Iot

ered. in cold blood By.their'cruel masters. on that  fearful

. journey, the little innocerit clung to her protector with: the -
trustfulness.of childhood, and the two strange companions .
‘learned to love each other well. = On their arrival in Canada,
she was carried at 'onCel.to his home, and thus separated en-
tirely from her family. " At the earnest prayer of her father,

' companied by the governor, Mr. Williams finally obtained
an interview with Eunice, who with sobs and tears begged.
" and pleaded that he would take her away from.that dreadful -
- place. - Soothing her as well as he could, though her sorrow -

‘ 'o‘inittgd to ‘do .so, “b:ut.,”‘.said she, “a'-w.icked‘_man i_‘n»_é.'lbng :
black gown comes every day, and makes me say some Latin

beauty pleased

nions were by

! nderstand, but I hope it may do me
~..mo harm.” - She told him how the savages profaned the Sab- -




-:moth'cr church. ..
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Batih, and ‘ﬁzfdmis.ed h1m vthai.t'.sh'e_fv'vould always keep it“holy, .
.For a few thinutes again before His. release,” Mr. Williams . ¢

* was. permitted to converse with -his daughter. - The Gover.

nor’s wife, seeing h_is' deep-seated melancholy on her ‘account

Ttisa niburnful'-ﬁicture.

i . looped up at the sides, in ia long black cassock, a rosary zbtzﬁis

. She is 'told‘-faleé__ of her father’s conversion, frightened with -

‘pictures of fiends t,or'men.ting the souls of little e@jldfen, and

beaten. for refusing to make the sign of the cross.” All offers

“of ‘ransom were refused for her, and when she entreated to
" be allﬂowed to go ho_m‘e,‘ she was told that if she went she

' erlasting fire. Fond.as he Indian master was of her, he was

*

powerless to pfo‘tect_hen{t m these cruelties. While he did
not deny the justice of the claims made for the restoration.
of the:prisoner, he always asserted that he could not release

her without an order -from the governor, whose' subject he
was. On the otherhand?lt‘he governor pleaded. his fear of -

. the king’s displeasure, lamented his want of authority to
" ‘command t]:;g:_Ind‘iahs, who, he said,_were'his allies and not .
- his ‘subjects. The priests, appealed to ‘as a la,ét resource,.




Schuyler d1d not relax hlS efforts to” protect New England C
He openly protested’ agamst the maintenance of neutrality -
in New York, ‘whereby the marauders- passed unmolested,
:to attack the people of ‘Massachusetts; .and remonstrating in
-.their nanie ‘with the ‘Governor of Canada, he. said, he had -
thought it his “duty to God and man to prevent as far as pos- .-
“sible, the infliction of such crueltles as had too often been
"~ committed on the unfortunate colonists.” "Inall negotratlons‘
-~ “for the redemptlon of English captives, lie was especially act-
T ivé’. ‘Hesent out friendly Indians as scouts into the enemy’s
country, and reported - faithfully to our governor all thathe - =
~ could learn.of the designs of their captorsin regard to them. =
- He was much interested in the restoration of Eunice,and all .
~ - that we know of her’ condltlon after her father’s release is -
_ gleaned from hlnts in his correspondence. In a letter to
- * Col. Partridge, commandlng at Hatfield, dated Feb, 18, 1706—7, ‘
he. says, “As to Mr. Williams. Daughter, our sp1es ..are -
returned, who as they ‘were - hunting, saw Mr.,/ iams daugh- o
‘ter wth the Indian who. ownes her. §he is in good health,
" but seemes unwilling to returne, and the Imd1an not very will- .
- ing to part with her, she being, as he says a pr1tty girl but:
' perhapps he may Exchange her if ‘he-can getta very pritty
~ Indian in het Rome, which he must first see, you may assure .~
. Mr: Wlllrams T will do all that lays in my power to serve = .
- him, as I"have formally wrott to him, and indeed toall others —
_ "that are prisoners.”  In conclusion, after notifying Col. Par- -
- ‘tridge.of certain movements of ‘the enemy, he says: “I. wish -
" you and us may be all on our guard and God preserve us all’
‘from such bloody eneries.” In another. letter to Partridge!
on the 11th of August, 1707, he notices' the return of .two.
trusty Indians whom he had sent. as “spys” to Caughnawaga -

\

ITlns letter was sent by Sam’l Doxy, who' had gone: from New Eng]and to -
_Albany. In ithecalls Caughnawaga “a Castle- belongmg to ye French praymg

) Macquas neer to, Prary [La Pralne_l in Canada

Y

EUNICE WILLIAMS. N TR

1
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‘in Ca’na{da,‘ and ,b who. répOx_‘ted ap.

‘that brought letters from Canada,-als
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I
art

Creek on their way to New England, and also “that they see

Deaken' Sheldon of Deerfield at Montreal; who walked the

streets, but was told he was deteind and had not-liberty to - .
goe home.” Schuyler adds, “Do. be on your guard topre- . -
vent. your people from falling into” the “hands of ‘these
bloody savages; but T cannot enlarge, for I will have the mes-

-senger . ride this night, and .it ig ‘now ten o’clock.” . - :
Mr. Sheldon went at least three times to Canada, in behalf
of Eunicé and others, and on the above occasion was not. al- -
lowed to return, ‘there ‘being another: expedition on foot. -
against the English. Deacon Sheldon’s kind offices seem to . -
have produced some relenting in'the heart of Eunice's mas- -

Y véf tﬁ_e.- e_ngrpy _a't‘ Otter

ter, for I have before me-g Jetter written from her cousin in’

- upon-the summer. air, and perhaps the solemn voice of the

. thoiigh‘tthat now, perhaps, they may-rejoin their beloved

ones, long since torn’ from them by a fate more cruel than

death; sorrow in sdmeiat‘_the renewed remembrance of those
~ that can never return. U e

.

a letter from Albany,.
that saith, Ve Indian, Eunice's master, saith he will bring - - -
‘her in within two months."” . . o S
One can picture the quiet little village ‘on that Saturday -
night,” “All work 1laid asidej the  Puritan Sabbath ‘already. -

* house. Hope beating high in the bosoms of some; with the

<.

S S

S
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) doorway and into the grand. Teception room, where she gazes
‘about her with a half frightened, half curious air. “The gov- .
“ernor is there with séveral gentlemen. “Who is shep . What-

- does she’ want"’ he asks. “An Abenak1 squaw,”’ the usher.

""LUNI(,L WILLIAMS

e -

Saddest of all is the remembrance of’ the ten years oId

B girl at Caughnawaga in the wigwam of. her master. TItisal.
“ways.her master and never a hint that any, even of the rud-
est of her sex, surround her: She may have heard- that he
- has promised at last to. take her home, and perhaps begs h1m :
- with tears not to wait, but to goat.once. ‘He. tells her, per- .
o haps, that her father has ceased to care for her, that he. ‘has - ..
“left her alone, and taken her brothers- and- sister home with L
~him: that her mother'is dead and her father has a new wife,
‘who' will beat her if she goes home: that sheis to stay with -
- him, till some- youtig-brave claims her as. his squaw. . It, ‘may- "
. be that she still weeps - obstmately, and that he drags her to»» -
_the priest, to be terrified into obedience. o
- The two months ‘pass, and no tidings yet of Eumee at Al- .
bany. Seven years elapse seven weary years of alternate -
‘hope agd’ despa1r since. her capture,—when, one summer
‘morning, a strange visitor ascends the bfoad steps of the old
‘Province House in Boston. She glides through the s spac1ous )

|

rephes “who demands ber children, captured by the English

-some  time since, and now in: Boston ‘A thought ‘strikes
o the governor. ‘He W111 exchange the children of this worn--
. anfor Eunice. An 1nterpreter is sent for.  “The Whlte man’s .
..~ axeis laid at the foot of the forest-tree,” says.the 'Abenaki,

“its branches are lopped away and it will soon die.” The

‘~v_pappooses are ‘brought, and while the mother fondies her .
young in savage fashion, the 1nterpreter answers for the gov- -

ernor. “Among the hills,” he says, “a shepherd fed his

"~ peaceful flock, when a wolf- sprang. upon them, and some -
were killed, and others driven far away. Day and night the L
' shepherd gr1eves for the younghng of h1s ﬂock gone astray o

re
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o

~ . Inthe north the white lamb bleats, but. cannot find her way
L . back:- ‘Let‘.,the\Abénaki bring her back to the shepherd, the -

white chief says, and her pappooses shall be restored to her:
" the branches shall be. safe and the forest -tree  shall live

5

- again.” “One touch of nature 'make's the whole ‘world  kin.” :

O L go, and ib_efére S0'many moons are gone, the. sbli'epherd shall

‘140 TRUE STORIES Of- NEW ENGLAND CAPTIVES. = -

. have his own again.” Another fierce embrace of her chil. .

dren, and th_e_s'quaw:strides forth into the wilderness.. How.

~.she sped on ‘her quest, is shown by the .fo’lio}wiing extract

N = - from a-letter in our archives, written by ‘Father -Meriel in-

Johpsqn Harmon® at ‘Shamblee :

Str:

ernour, _S"h'e_'v goes about getting a little girl daughter of Mr; John

" she may not prevail with thé ‘Mohoggs for Eunice Williams, he shall -~
“send home. four. English persons in his power, for an Exchange in
~ . the Room of the two Indian cﬂ’ilci_rgeatl. - You see.well, Sir, your Gov- :
ernour must not’ disregard such a generous ‘proffer as according to -
- his noble birth and 'obli'ging;geh_ious Ours makes.. Else he would - -

betray little affection to-his own people.” .. '

......

v J6hnson" Harmdn bf'lfork, 'Maine, is on a “List of ‘Captives still in thé

" hands of the French -ané(_ltidiahsa_t Canada given to Mr. ‘Vaudruille’s messen’.”

A

; ‘g_grs';" and dated r710-11. “Mass. ‘Archives, Vol. yI.
o V’Mass»;_ Archives, Vol. 51, p. 212;See Appendix:

Tty

2 “MONTREAL, June 26, 171;1; ,

o R Since you are gone, a squaw of the nation of the
- Abnakis is come in from Boston. She ‘has a pass from your Gov.."

8
H




W : '.Aga_ii'n ']Z).e_e'rﬁeldiis agita

T T In afle"ffce'r ‘to the French governor, dated Nov. 1o, 1712,

" Dudley, impatient ¢f the delay, says: “I have in my Keeping -

one Indian sachem of Quebeck, one Gther. sachem of your = .

- Indians nearin blood and kindred to the worhan that has Mr,
 Williams’s daughter, which I will exchange for her,—or oth. -

e
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. covery of Euﬁice'Williams.f Hope again visits the heartof . -~
her 'u'nhap_py'.'f'a'ther,'t»o"be_,'_agai__n"di.spelile'(‘l.'by':di'_sgppoint- L

erwise I will never set them free,”.

Meantime, having notified Schuyler of his interview with

°y

" child €xchanged ‘Either as your Exce

the Abenaqui squaw, and ‘warned him to keep a sharp look-

*out for her return, he receives at last the following “lefter .
* from Peter Schuyler:- e T

“May it Please your Ex:el/éécj/; v L L

- Yor E"xcélienfcy’,s_‘ Let’ters:

“of ye 6th and,goﬁh Currant for. Expresse have Received togather with
- five letters for Monst Vaudreuil govr of Canida which have deliverd

to y‘? french officer Dayeville!-who goes from hence y¢ [19] Instant

& have taken his Receipt. for three Le't»t'ersias' you Designed Wwhich
N i§ here Ingclosed as to what yo‘u‘r‘.Excellency mentions Ré‘la-ting._-to )
. Mr. Williams “his doghter, the squaw nor she is not come her yet

" nor have I heard anything of her Coming altho. I shall be very, glad
“'to see them and do assure your Excellency If they come together -
or be it ye squaw alone I shall use all possible meanes ‘to ‘get the
llency proposes or what other
- way the.squaw will be most willing to Comply with. In the mean-
time shall Inform my Selfe by all opportunities whether the said ..

-ment.
v
o
N
°

- -Squaw & Child be coming here or if they be anywhere near by.
"~ Your Excellency may depend thatavhatever. I can do for'y¢ obtaim

‘This is Jean Baptiste Dageuil'le, Se;;éean’t in the cc:)mbahy of M. de la For-

- . est, who on May 26, 1711, at the age of twenty-six, married the captive Marie

Priscille Storer, daughter of. Jeremiah and Ruth [Masters] Storer of Wells.
Maine. =~ . . o o h : i

e A

ted with Tumors of the speedy re.

N U
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» . to"subscribe my Selfe . . . L
o AT Your Excellency®.

‘ ‘ Sé:van; . L
T A o © P. Schuyler.
e - Albany, Dec. 19, (?) 1712.7 Ll T

,.f‘Reqeive,d of Coll. 'P:’Sé'fihylex"; tb;eZ‘Ergnéh letters sent him from

' giljiC/h/Lstter'sf{”.p’romﬁe carefully t_o”Convvey,&‘Delivver; to y‘*/}z(id =

" this 19th December 1712 : . ) R R
S [Signed]  Dageuilled”

‘Father Meriel had written that the French governor would _
- give four English captives in exchange for the two Abenaqui

N - give one; ‘that ornie ‘being Eunice Williams.

turn’ of ‘Dageuille_to- Canada, the squaw appeared alone at
fef'u’se_s to ‘leave her ‘master.’

. Such influence'is brought to-beat upon Dudley, that he dares
. notreject the offer of ‘the Canadiah government. Four New
. England households are made
‘belov,e.d_ ones; the ‘squaw and her babies are sent home ; but
Eunice Williams; the child of vsd‘m.anly prayers; the object of

of two governments, is still a helpless captive. RN
In the spring of 1713, John Schuyler, impatient-of the long
_suspense, and fully confident of his own ability to mediate
effectually between: the two powers, undertook the Wea'lfy,.' '
- tis an interesti'n;g ‘fat';t, that Frenchmen who h_at::l married our cép"tiiresk\
were often sent to New -England, as ambassadors. from thé Canadian govern-
ment.. - . : ' : o '

" Most humble & Obedient - S

Accompanying this lettbr in Siar Arcliives,'is"the Afollowin‘_g; L
~Governor Dudley, dirécteg to Mons* Vaua‘reiﬁ_l‘; govern’r in.Canadg’ * -

rovern’. in Canada as soon-as I shall arrive there witness my hand .

Months later than the date of Schuyler’s letter, and thé re- ;
B Albany. The same old story is repeated. The child Eunice - - |
He is loath to.compel her™S

happy by, the return of their -

- the solicitude of so many sorrowing hearts, the coveted -prize .

ey ing of y¢ s¢ Child shall at no time bé.‘wa'i;ting'. - So',shall'.'_t;_'alﬁ;e ieaVe S

~‘pappooses. It had ‘now become evident that' he would not - -

i
4

Clw
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L Ctself:

: .‘.*May.gftﬁlmse_ your Excellency:—

S B ;;;.ﬁlgd‘iétely:-w’:thout' ép’y further ,‘Omi's’sibn‘, to signify to Your Excel-

P T lency my return frem Mont Reall to Albany, upon ye-15th of this

- . instant June with Mons* Bolock and three more, and nine prisoners;

instant. I have not herein inc

} S ‘New England with Samel Ashly and . Daniell Bagg upon the. 1oo'th

‘make up the Acct* till v officers return to Canada; I hdve likewise

e :‘ R cellency hath the Returns of peace Lhope to receive them; and then

shall dispatch them awdy as dipécted. 1 found a great fatigte in.

e
vy
ol e

\ . Yot Excelly - . . TR
o X e " 'Yor most obedient humble Servt -~ -
E ) D S R o ‘ o Jobn Schuyler;v )
R :Albariy]lineye_‘ T <
L ¥ e

Th‘é 'méﬁi_dfial :;iécompahying 'thisﬂle_t_tér.' is a remarkable

~ State Paper. The writer’s sarguine hope, after. his confer.
. ence With'__the'fairspoken De Vaudreuil : his indignation at -

the iﬁiqui_t‘ous.mar‘riage, ‘calmed by the explanation of the

¥

- e}/ -‘;Mass.~.Aréhives,» Vpl -II,_Vp'."'46g8}. R

. ’ *Hertel de Beaulac, b:other_»qf?qutel de Rouville, in command of a guard -
f - . of ‘threé soldiers, escorted Schuyler“and the nine captives 'go»'Alban'y. "The list
" does not appear, - P E

- .

jéumey“tq Ca_nadaf His letter* to Governor Dudley explains
1 thhqug.ht it my duty im- - -

S ¢ alist of their ‘names is herein ‘inclosed.2 I sett them forward for = -
erted the charges; by reason I cannt . R

T enclos! for '\:{of 'Exi:el»lfen’ 'y my ‘M\errrorialll that’ touches the concern <
of y¢ Rev® Mr Williafns ye Minister at Dearfeild for. his Daughter:
My i‘nde'f‘ati.gu‘eabl'e"Pai‘ns*therein came to no purpose. -If ¥ Ex- .

my Journey to and from Canada and waded tbrongh many Diffical-" .
ties.in y° way wth the Prisonirs To Dilate -thereon would be prolix. .
I now beg leave to assure your Exéel'l'é'n'cyof4'niy'Effect'ion'and Zeal -
: - to every yor Commands and that in all Sincerity T am May it. Pleage -

i o . - priest; his gentle and chpralrous reception of the girl bride;
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i,

h

is patient and repeated pleadifg.with her. to return to. her

afflicted father ; his unrestrained’ an;g’e‘i:\gt'her continued ob-

B . . vas . A N : SN -
-~ words of another cannot- do Justice. It is therefore given
_“A true and perfec

* stinacy ; and the silent grief which QVqukms; him at the »
‘thought of his fruitle'ss,'miss?on,.,as he :leaves her to her In---

ian lord;—all ‘are told wi’t]i_é;simpl_e:_patﬁos,‘ to. which the

Margarett Williams now Captive ameongst ye Jndians at the ffort of - Ve

c

aghenewaga Jn Canada, Jnsisting upon her Reliese and to persuade”

_her to go home to hei father and Native Countrey, it being upon the

instant'ahdv’e%rnest desire of her ffather ._no"w' Minister at De irteild
in New.England. " J arrived from ‘Albany at Mont Reall o ye 15th

R of Aprill last, 1713, Where:_']-,'un__d_ers’tqqd ¥yt ‘Mons*-de -
" Governr and chief of Canada, was expected then
.+ . Quebeck. . ‘Upon: which J thought proper not té

o ter to""him, who gave me all .~t‘h'e“
_for her to go home, he also pe

a

audruiile,
very. day. from

ention anvythjng L
ency should be here. -
ere J propos’d the mat- ‘
icouragem® J could  immagine, .
itted me to'go to her at the ffort, -

here she was; to_p:epattl/if_] could persuade her -to .g.o. home. =
. Moreover, his Excellency said, that w's all his heart, he would give "

hundred Crowns out of his own pockett, if that she niight be per-

suaded to go to her Native Countrey: J ob§erving all this, then. was

in_hopes J: should prevaile with ‘her to go home, Accordingly |
went to the ffort at Caghenewaga,_ being acco "qied by one of the

King’s Officers and a ffrench Jnterpreter, likéwise another of the Jn- -

codi

L di .
did, Being.two in Company, And was ‘informed befére'that this - - "

an Language Beivrng’._upon the 26 Day of May: Entritg at the Jn- |
an ffort J thought fitt first to apply mySelf to the priésts; As J

. fant (As | may say) was: married to a’young Jndian, J'tbggeﬁ}ofe pro-
- poséd to know the Reason'why this poor Captive should be Married "
to- an Jndian, being a Christian Born (tho neerly taken-from the

- Mother’s Breast and such like Instances &c) Whereupon the priest ~._L Lot
1 Sett f?rth' toyme Such good ‘Reasons wtt Witpesses_ that mySelf, or

Lo ,’\/ . \
e
R ' .
EE R At IEAT

t Memoridll of my proceedings Jn behalf of

~

~y L -

B
4

i
&
&
i
i




~zp

- BUNICE WILLiaMs. = 145

L Pl

énk}‘r‘dt_her pé_rsoh (as.] believe) could fairly _r'nake;Obje‘k:’ti‘ibnv'a’g.ainst"

. their Marridge; (First, s¢ he they came to me.to Marry them) very
.. often'we J always refus’d with good words and _persuasions to"the '
o ~Contrary, But both continuing in- théir, former, -resolution to-Such a

Degree that.J was ‘constrained to be absent from ye ffort three Sev- -

- erall times,

because not Satisfyed mySelf in t_héilf:.Ma_l‘I:fé.gﬁr';a Untill

at last after Some days past they b_otﬁ came to me, and" that they .
were. Joined together, And if he would n'o‘tAm'arry them. they matter’d

" not, for they were reso

_ Ived never to leave one the other, -But live *

" together H‘&a‘tl'}e'n like';" Upon web J thought proper to Join them 'i';n". ' “
. Matrimony and, Such like Reasons as aforesaid .the priest did plainly.

Sett forth and after-some further discourse, T desired the priest, to.’
let me see her at his ‘house, ffor J knew not where to find' her upon . -

, Mai"f‘ied\to

" in the face'
:Entran'ce-in‘to fﬁf&i{oom J desired her.to'sitt down, weh-she ’div,d,‘J :

- first Spoak to Her in\Englli_sh;' Upon w she .did not Answ"_me; .

"And ] believe She did not“‘"ﬁ-nd_qrstand;m\e,‘% ‘ :
when she was taken, And liveing a;l‘fv'vay_s;‘ amo

wards, J .Jmployed: my Indian -'Langui'ste‘f"t.()/z

A .-“"'wh__lf'ch he sent for her, who prsently eame with the Indian she was A

both together - She‘looki_r_l Very poor in fb.pdy,..bash_'full o
but proved .harder than Steel in her breast, at her first

e being very Young » -
gst the Jndians after-
alk to:her; informing

him first; by the ‘ffren/c_h Jnterpreter, who understoqd_ the English |

Language,:

What he should tell her and what Questions he should

Ask her Accordin'gl'y'h\ew—"df;d"""therst,odd amost all what he ‘said "

- to her;"And found that he Spoak according to 'rr'ly‘_Order,'_but could
* nbt gett one word from her. Upon.which J desireqd the priest To

Speak to her, And if J could not prevaile wtb her to go home to Stay

She might o}xly-gb to see her ffather, And directly.return - -

hither again, The priest made a-long Speech tb her and endeavered .

~to persuade her to go, but after almost. half an hours discourse—

-~could not get one word from' Her; And alfte_rwards» whe_n he found. .
‘She did not Speak, he agamn Endeavoured to persuade her to go and - -

see her ffather And J seeing She continued impersuadable to speak;
J promised upon my Word and honour, if she would go only to see.
her ffather, J would convey her to New ‘England and give her As- "

sureance o

‘v “ /-‘ “

f liberty to return if she pleased—the priest- asked her

. .
T




c ol it e & P S neace B

)
o

31108

A

-

146 TRUE STORIES OF. NEW ENGLAND CAPTIVES

‘ Severall tlmes for answer ‘upon thls my- earnest request And’ fau'»
. offere weh was after Iong Sohcntatlons zag/zte oghte which words

=

LN . R

being. translated into the Enghsh I‘ongue their Slgmfycatlon ismay -

- be .not; but the meanmg thereof amongct the’ ]ndlans is a plame

: denyall -and these words were all we could gett from her; Jin-allmost YL

" 'two Hours time that we talked wu‘h her. . Upon.this .y eves being - )

ke allmost filled with’ tears J sald to her ‘mySelf. had J made such. pro-

&L

Ty

- i,
s "“‘ZLJ:EZ-*_: *

ot

o .. posalls and praymgs to the - worst of- Indians J-did" not ‘doubt but -

“have had-a reasonable’ Answere and’ consent to whatJ had sd L Up-
on web her husbc.ud see/ng"that J was so' much concerned about.
~ her. replyed had her ffather not*Married 4 againe She would have gore”
~ and Seen h1m long Ere this time, But: ‘gave np fusther reason and.
the time growing “late and-J. bemg ver);fSorrowfull that'J could. not

o preva11 upon nor -getone -word. ‘more froﬁ ,her,/} took her by the _
hand and Ieft her i in" the priest” s house’ T JOHN SCHUYLER T

i

" De Vaudreuﬂ sent a letter to Dudley by Schuyler on hlS

Ea -return, in which: he sayspg Colonel John S(.huyler to Whom,

-1 have eaused to be- dehvered nine of ‘your captlves L

will tell'you in what manner Mr. Williams's daughter recelved g
"hlm and how Lie could: never oblige her to promise him any-
thing but that she would go to’see her father, as soon as

P

peace should be proclaimed. T'am surprised at the-little jus- -

tice' yo?o me igy what you say tQ me about the marriage of

that gi: with a savage of thé Sault! T am much more c¢ha. -

- grimed at this than you are, on account of her’ father for -

- whom I have absolute respe(_t .but‘not being able to foresee; '

th1s it was impossible for me to prevent it.” e '
Schuyler’s ill success did not preventf further efforte for

- the redemption of Eunice., ‘On the 27th of June, 1713, short-

- ly after the - receipt of the above memorial, Governor Dudley
-writing to congratulate the Governor of Canada .upon the re-
turn of peace acknowledges: the recelpt of his letter of the |

_ Izth inst. and acqualnts h1m of the arrival of “John Schuyler; =

lSa,mt Louis. [Caughnawaga]




EUNICE WILLIAMS oy

o and the nine Enghsh pnsoners that accompamed h1m bemg:'
o ifar short of the number I justly expected”should Have been' =
returned ‘me; who would - -doubtless have been” very forward = .
.~ 1.7 .to have come home, had. they ‘been. allowed soe to doe when -
C 0 e 1 have long since dismissed and t ansported at their ownDe. .-
. “sireand- Chou,e at my charge allfthe French prisoners that' - -
R . were in my- hands, and am in t hourly expectation of re. -
ST celving “an order. directed" to. ourself from the Court of :
R ",-France requmng the same on /Z:our part (a copy. of: which:I . ‘. B
- _have now in my hands), T havé no satisfactory explanation . ¢
o tomy complamt of the’ treatrnjnt of the Revefend Mr. Wll .
-+ lams’s. .daughter, referring t ‘her: marrlage with- a‘Sa-h@ge R AT
" and !Zthe unaccountable deten ion of her She is- to be con- _— o
» " sidéred-as. a minor Wlthln y¢lage of consent o~ make~ choice’. - ' '
~ for. erselfe belng carryd away early in her: 1nfancy before o
» i " she. fhad discretion to judge of things for her own good. 1
e Jo <7 hope you will: interfere with all good ofﬁces to free her from
R N .. the |Impositions made on her, tender ‘years, that she may be ..
o ' - rescued from those,,m1ser1es she is thoroughly obnoxious to;
‘»and restored to her father.” Dudley adds, that’ 1mmed1ately B
.upon the receipt of the otder from the Prench. King, for the
N R release’ of the captives he “shall put that affair into such &
G ’d1fsp051t1on that I may: be provided to transport ‘and’ fetch
IR S /ome my people and I desire you will- cause them to be
drawn near together that the messengers I shall. employ on :
that serv1ce may eas1ly~and speedlly come’ at speech w1tl1 o
hem.” :
; / The order above alluded to havm

A
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~.. the romantic. story of some othe
cof it is here given. | ' / .
On the sth of NovLmber 1713, _Capt Stoddard accompan- 1

T ded by Eunice’s fathér; set out rom ‘Boston, reachmg North- -

-
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/ manuscrlpt is before me and t ugh it contams l1tt1e per

/

taining espec1ally to Eunice, it gives us a clue to so much- of

capt1ves that the substance

ampton on the gth. Hére the were Jomed by Capt. Thomas

Baker, Martin Kellogg and. t}/vo others. . Baker and Kellogg

 had both been’ carried captive with Eumce to Canada whence

- tured and. sentenced to the stake. The. fire was already

. hghted when with a bold dash h"e’b'roke ;f'rom'hi,s-;captor_
-and sought refuge in the house of one LeCair, a Freachman, . .
. " who ‘bouight him of- the ‘Indians for five pounds The gov-. "
T -ernor hearing of his’ attempt, put him in irons! and: kept him -
four months closely confined.” When again at large he, with
_ Kellogg, joseph Petty and ]ohn Nims, all. Deerfield men, . .
- made his escape in 170s.. Thelr\suﬂerlngs on the way .
. ~home were. dreadful. Exhausted w
- they fell upon their knees and pray ed fervently for deliver.
.‘ance, ‘when - ‘a_great. white' bird appeared to them, such as B
" theéy had never seen before! The espalrmg men eagerly .
seized and tore it in pieces; ate its quivering flesh 4nd. drank .
. the warm blood rev1ved by which they ﬁnally reached Deer-
' ﬁeld in safety A / BRIPRE
"By way of Westfield and Klnderhook Stoddard and. h1s
party on horseback, reached Albany in four days from North-'

th fatigue and ‘hunger,

- the former’ had almost succeéded In escaping, but was recap- .-

' ampton Detamed in Albany by a thaw which rendered the

. ' also Sheldons HIS[ Deerﬁed p 354.

' lAccordmg to tradmon this. bxrd was an owl
. escapé, now in Mémorial H 11, Dee

3 _ransiorms this" owl m(o a turtle See :

. river 1mpassable they-at last resumed - thelr Journey ‘on the .
. 22d of Jantary, by way of Saratoga and Crown Point. Some- S
--'_tlmes on snow-shoes sometlmes in \canoes and some-'

¥'s own acconnt of his..

. : FO . . ' . B
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. EUNICE. WILLIAMS. .

: mnhing‘ on the frozen rivers; they reached Chambly, Wh"er‘)‘cé": o
' to Quebec, arriving there .

2

they were conveyed in carryalls
on the 16th of January. = .

. -+ . The next day, they presénted ‘th"eir‘ 'crédentialé; to the gov-/ S

~—ernor and demanded the prisoners, ‘De Vaudreuil gives

them his word of" honor as a gentleman and an-officer, that

- all prisoners shall have full liberty to return; and with great

- condescension promises his blessing to all who' will go. . He :
tells the commissioners to go freely among the prisoners, and

. to send for them to their lodgings. = Much pléased with their:
reception, and full of the hope of soon’ regaining their long-.

lost relatives, they take their leave, . earing soon, however,

_ that the priests and some of the laity are practising to pre.-
©.vent the return of the prisoners, they complain: by letter to
* the governor, to ‘which he replies:that he “can as easily alter .

“the course of the waters as prevent the priests’ endeavors,”

adding that upon reflection he cannot grant-liberty to return’

to those of the English who are naturalized, but only to siuch .

. as are und¢r age. . They a'nsw'eg with clearand cogent argu-

. er the better for him and the country., e
" For better communication with Eunice and the other Deer- "

'David Copperfield, “that I should do any méu'i injustice ; but

‘ments, against the naturalization pretext, and expose’its in- i""'_ e
:-consfisten'cy'with De Vaudreunil's oft-repeated declaraftion_that o
. he did not care how few English stayed in Canada, the few- :

field captives, the__ commissioners return to Mont’re’al, where
“in March_they hold anothér’ éonferérice"with- the governor.
- With the air an@ ‘speech of men who know that truth and -
" justice are on their side, they reproach him with his bteach -

of faith in throwing obstacles in the way of the departure of

.the prisoners, when he had at first pretended to. favor it:; and

sick ‘with hope (deferred, they'demand to know the worst
they have to expect. . “Heaven forbid !’ said Dora’s papa to:

'A carriole is a Canéfdianl'slefgh. '

S
!




' Mr. Williams, De Vaudreu;l
N roughly, and tells him he'is ,t/o wait for the ship. = This scene -

: ‘tracts his wish, and remais

;‘ .
ISO TRUE bI‘ORIES OF NEW ENGLAND CAP/TIVES

s C

R ¢ kmow my partner Mr. Jotkins is- not a m 'n to respond to
"~ a proposmon of this nature;”—and. lament¢d the severities
‘which' he was compelled ‘to Hractlse by tv e 1nv1<1b1e and

inexorable _Iorkms ‘In like manner the. ‘governor protests -

v Athat nothing is nearer his heart than theghberatlon of ‘the

'soners, which only the fear of - the king his master, pre-

vents his effecting -at once; and-at ‘length he hlnts that if

the so-called naturalized persons can be smuggled- to a point

 below Quebec, Captaln Stoddard may take/them on shlpboard :
““ashe drops down the river, and the gov rnment w111 not in-
: .terfere ' '

One reads the sorrow and an‘aety 1n' he heart of Mr VV11-

. hams as he demands that “men and women shall not be en- . .
. ‘tangled by the .marriages they may/ have contracted; nor

parents by. children born to them in- C/pthIty ” The govern: -
or concedes that French  -women"- : may: return ‘with: their /-
Enghsh husbands, that English women shall not be forced " .

- to stay by their French husbands, /but about the ch1ldren of -

such marriages, he is not so sure.
John Carter, a Deerﬁeld youth df. Eunice’s age, havmg ex-

pressed his- w1111ngness to. go b land, if only he may go .

home, the governor ‘says, “If. ], n will say this before- me,
he may go - Carter . being sen for is at first awed by the

' governor’s presence and-denie$ that he’ has any desire to re- =

what she had' before said to
is very .angry, uses’'the lad

turn, but afterwards repeatin

is frequently re-enacted, till John at lastis overpowered re--
- forever in Canada,
en to have any religious talk Wlth

¢ not’ allowed te visit him on the -

" Mr. W1li1ams is forbid
the captives, and they

‘Sabbath. . The “Lord’T endant hearmg that Mrﬁl{ams

had been abroad after e1ght o clock in the evening to. dis-
course. upon religion 1th /some of the Engheh threatens




- force of paternal love.

»EUNtCE'WIL_LiAi\I:s. S LA
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~ if the offence is repeated, to confine him.a prisoner in his .

'lbdgiﬁgs;'ijf"for,’f says he f‘f'thegpfiests'f-tell me you undoina - -
, mbment‘aﬂ,theyha;v;eldoﬁe:in‘ seven years to establish the
- people'in sur- religion,”—an ‘unpremeditited compliment to -
".Mr_._Williams"sjl power as a preacher. .- . - e T
“. When" Mr.-W,Vill'iams,jbe'gs ,tli;atlhis“child' may be restored

&

o to him, she being a minor, ,.and*z;,t‘h/_e“cir'cumstances},'of;_he'x? ed- - -
“ucation preventing Her from knowing what- isbestfor her,
the ‘governor says if her Indian relatives consent, he

compel her to return with her father. The government in-

-terpreter is sent to talk with ‘hér and her Indian rela ives.

what this amounted to in John' Garter’s case, Mr, Willia s,

The ~lé;'tter.proffe's's,fthat_sh:e may do as she pleases.” Kno ing . . L

“|after an interview with his daughéer at .Caughn'awaga;; where
h‘e,fdu-nd the: prisoners “worse than the natives,” has a con:

ference with the priests of the, mission at, the. house of the
overnor, who makes a show of interceding in behalf of the
icted father. - [he Jesuits réply.coldly,'_ “that those of"

- C 'ﬁ‘ghriaWag'g are not held as prisiOner"s., but have been adopt- -

ed as children, and cannot be compelled to réturn.against

- their wishes, ‘but: will be left to lentire freedom, Too well -
. Mr. Williams knows the freedom which the mother church
of the Jesuits leaves to its adopted children. The commis- -
. sio ers solicit her deliverance ajs a faver which will be ap-

preciated by the sovereigns Of ttfe. two nations, and suitably
ackpowledged by the governors 1
Mr.| Williams, overcome by his| feelings, represents to the

¥

*Jestits that it cannot benefit them‘to retain such children,

while they. “cannot but be sensible that thieir parents are

' -much exercised abotit them,” and with tears streaming down.

ce, pleads that they will do in the matter 4s-they would -

. In such discussion weeks were spent. -

.

R

of ‘both provinces. At last,

be done by. :Vain, appeal to- the heart \hjat knows 1ot the ‘
T

e disappointment O
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* réstoration’of Eunice to her family, had also hoped to render
a signal setvice to his government - the conflict in the soul

‘of 'ﬁfial}s,as\ketried. to reconcile ‘his natural affection |
as a parent, and his spiritual anxiety as a Protestant.-minister -
for the salvation of the child’s soul, with a‘due ‘submission
. <to what seemed to be the over-ruling ‘decrees of Providence
for her; and the impatience and -indignation of Martin Kel:

* logg and Captain Baker, who would ‘doubtless have preferred |

'of Captain Stoddard, who with his personal interést in the.

-+ to make a short cut through the difficulty by running off the *

. prisoners and taking the chances of recapture,—all this ds -

easier imagined than described. . = - ... S

' morance of the Fi"-ench‘ language; and the ',‘incc")nVenixehce of *
. speaking by an interpreter, they poured forth their souls'in
~letters, in- which ‘the Straightforward, plain ‘dealing of the "
- English Puritan, appears’in striking- contrast to.the circum-
-~ locution .and diplomacy of the French Jesuit. - _
-~ On the’arrival of the brigantine . Leopard from Boston, a
final demand was made for the captives. AR
' The commissioners, finally compelled to abanden all hope
- of ‘Eunice’s returs; insist that Madame Le Beau! shall be al- .. -
,loW::ed to depaljt; -and desire: that Eﬁiénézer Nims-and his
wife and chi_ld may be sent for, they beihg anxious to return.
but afraid to say so, “till they see themselves clear of all

The expression of their 'fe'eli'r'lgs be1ng ‘_l_im'i'tev‘d. by t'heiiffig- .

- danger from the Indians.”. ‘Nims, then seventeen years old, -

had been carried captive from Deerfield in 1704, and adopted
- by -an Indian squaw. Sarah Hoit, amaiden of eightéen, was

© taken at the same"ti_m_e.' ‘When after .some years, her cap- o

. tors were about to resort to force to compel her to marrya .
Frenchman, she had offered.to accept as her husband any
one of her captive neighbors who would thus free her from -
_her troublesome stitor. Ebenezer .gladly offered himsélf..

" ."1See the story.ofv“Ch‘ri_svtine Otis.”

SRR
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1" They were married at once, and at this time Wéres'withg’ki_heir
... baby boy at Lorette, eagerly hoping for deliverarce. , The
- governor pro'misfes't:hat a horse or cart shall be sent for Nims's - L
-wife who'is ill, and that all the family, unaccompanied by .
priest.or Indian, shall be brought to Quebec.. . Captain Stod-
~~dard sends_his own - physician to assist her on the jotrney. -
'He refurns with the information that the woman is able to -
walk to“town, and that he has beeh grossly insultéd by the _
~ Jesuit priest -at Lorette. Nims 'is sent; -accompanied by °
;. ‘“divers Indians,” but at last by the persistence of Stoddard, - -
o allare assembled and ‘put on board. The -next day a great .’
concoturse of Indians came from Lorette, and demanding to. .
-+ see Nims, were' assured by him. that he wished to go home. =
-~ Then they insisted tpon his ‘giving up his child, which he
: réfﬁsing,-,was permitted to réturn with his family to his na-
tive town. Years ‘after, the Deerfield records tell how “Eb:
. “énezer Nims; Junior, having been ‘baptized by a Romish -

- priest; in Canada, and being dissatisfied with his baptism,

“upon consenting to the articles of faith,” wa‘s'baptized-'an\sw

’ . by good’ Parson Ashley. - _ , S \
' "One more-effort was made by the Bishop, and high officials

to prevent Madame Le Beau. from going, but in vain, -

On the 24th of July, I 714, after nine months absence fro' .
. home, the commissioners set sail, having effected the deliv- .
‘erance of but twenty-six: prisoners; as’ Stoddard sadly re.- -
- marks, “Not having received the promised list from the govt

ernor; without having our people assemnbled at Quebec, o

- "'half of them asked Wh'ether they would return or not, or oné’_
minor compelled ; having never seen many of our prisoners .

while we were in the country.” " . 4

This was the last official effort for the -redemi)tio; of Eu-"

snice Williams. In 1740, their faithful friends, the Schuylers,
- brought about an interview /between Her and her relatives,
~and yieldingat las

\\\\\ i

“

t to-their importunities, she in later yea’mls_ :
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" thrice vre-'v‘isi.ted the place of ‘her hati—vity."b That she insisted ‘
* upon returning to her'Canadian"homQ," and finally died there = - B
* at the advanced age of ninety, is'to my mind, no more ‘than =~ Sy
her marriage, a proof -of ‘her preference for savage. haunts. .. =~ - BN
and modes of life. It is well known that English girls,cap- -0 o

‘tured at the same time, were forced into ‘marriages with the b
- F;’_ench and Indiams; utterly repugnant to their ff;_éliing‘s!, CAt ER J' -
““the time of. Eunice’s memorable visit to. Deerfield, children S .
' had been born to her, and to the maternal instinct, the strong- !
~ .est passion of which the Human soul is capable, even filial
affection must yield. -~ - - S R
If we admit the stafement that her Indian husband as.
- sumed the name of Williams,!_this, and the name"of her L
- father, bestowed upon her eldest child, prove the lingering . e
~.fondness in her heart for her kinsfolk.. Althotigh robbed of s

the Christian name given her by her father in. baptism, she

- would not renounce the name of her race. ) ‘ L
Another proof that the heart of Eunice Williams never - - 3

-

“ceysed to turn in love towards the home of her infancy, and .
~that shé spared no pains to perpetuate this affection in her
desgendants, is afforded by their visit nearly & hupdfed years:
latgr, to the spot from whence, on February 2¢ 1704, she had |
been painfully torn? Weighing carefully” the evidence, it
'seems indisputable that it was Romanism warring against
Protéstantism;-}esuit against Puritan, that held Eunice Wil -

- - liams eighty-three years a captive. ‘
'Eunice Williams’s husban‘d"is‘.kno;vn‘ in New ‘E.n‘gland és"‘Amrpsué." 1
P ; : A : .
believe this is a corruption'of the French f'-A_mbrois_e,." [Ambrose,] which was'
" probably given to this Christian Indian at his baptism. "C. A. B: o

. ?See 'A‘ppe‘_nq—ix.
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. Norman corsair. " Gallant fleets with fair foreign brides for

» ‘English princes, have sailed into Plyntouth harbor. Hither,

K too, ‘came false Philip of Spain, on hig way to his luckless

“wedding; and hence the dride of Englaﬁd—’sgna'vy went out to

_chastise-his insolent Armada. - Not for these will the Plym- ..
outh-of England be: forever  famous; nor'. because it was .-

‘there the Black Prince landed with his royal captives, after

© - our, Pilgrim Fathers, sailed when they came to éstablish

~ freedom and justice in the New ‘World, planting here the
world-renowned colony of Plymouth ‘in New England, the
little seed which has grown and blossomed into the grandest

" iRepublic on the globe. . . - . L
‘Ten yeqrs later than the’ Mayflower; with no less
. burden, and following in her track, another shipsailed out

§

of- Plymouth\harbor. Before the landing of the Pilgrims,:
-~ the coasts of-M'assac]iusetts Bay were familiar to the west of

- ENSIGN JOH N SHELDON. '

o A noted place‘is"'_the Plym’s mouth in Old’ England. On Lo
- its blue waters have floated ships of Tyre and merchantinen . -
of Mgssilia,"Ke’l~tic"'coraﬁcle"-an~d'-Roinan_' galley, Saxon keel and -

. Poitiers; nor _b‘ecausa_a Drake and Hawkins, and ‘other n'otedﬁ:'-' :
- navigators; proceeded thénce on their-voyages of discovery: - .
but because it is the port from which those nobier heroes,

precious .

£

ok
-

et e g
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England séénieﬁ,‘and in 1623, .“th"e meréhant's of the western .v V
Counties had grown rich on the profits 'of;,thé‘Ne’w‘Ehgland '

fisheries.”

"Athong ‘the more modérafé'_Puritains of ‘the west ‘C'O‘untry

‘was Rev. John White, rector of Trinity church in Dorches-

ter. Though his name is believed to have' headed the list of -
" the “Adventurets for New Plymouth,” thus showing his
. 'sympathy with: the pilgrimage, he seems, at the same’ time, -

- to have beéen a man to whom, personally, the mere externals.
of religion were of-no-vital éonséquenc_:e. Quaint old Fuller

“describes him-as “a constant preacher, so that in the course

" of his ministry he expounded the Scriptures all over and half

over again. ..... A good Governor, by whose wisdom the

town of -Dorchester (notWiths’tanding a casual merciless fire) -

' 'was much enriched,—knowledge causing piety, piety breed-
‘ing industry, and industry jiroéuring’ plenty into it. ... ..
' He absolutely commanded his own passions; and the purses
of his parishioners, whom he could wind up to what height
“he pleased, on‘important occasions.” His motives and agency
in the settlement of Massachusetts are well known to"every-
‘reader of our early history. In 1629, he wrote to  Endicott
“to make a place for sixty more families from Dorsetshire,
to arrive the next spring,” sund ry persons from that and the

adjoining counties being desirous to come. over and settle -

together-as an independent community.’ .
“A great ship of four hundred tons, the “Mary and John™;
was chartered at Plymouth, and in March, 1630, “many good-
- 1y’ families -and persons from Devonshire, Dorsetshire. and
Some'rsetshire,’_’ began to assemble there. “Great pains,”’
- says the historian, “were evidently taken to construct ‘this
“company of such materials as should compose a well-ordered
settlement.” Here were those: two- reverend servants -of

God, Mr. John' Warhani and Mr. John Maverick, as their

spiritual guides. Here were Ludl w and Rossiter, whose

)
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' position as magistrates of the company,. entitled them to be

political counsellors of the plantation. Here were Captain’

o John Mason, and others of mlhtary experlence, to whom
* they could trust in case of Indian attack. “Here, too, were .
" . many whose names are familiar to us, through their descend-
-ants, men -past middle age, like Thomas Ford and Wllham
- Phelps, with adult families and ample fortunes, whose pres- :,,
_ence lent dlgmty and character to the emigration; others, like -

Israel Stoughton and Roger Clap, stout-hearted, strong-armed

" young men in the prime of life both married and single, on
“whom the brunt of the actual labor of- the new settlement
- ‘would rest.— '

With them’ to the embarkatlon came the fa1thful pastor

- ‘John: Whlte He had been the soul of the enterprise, and/

many of them were his friends, neighbors and parishioners.

" How solemn must have been the scene, unequalled except
by the memorable parting of Robinson and his flock, when, -
~ gathering them together in the new hospital for a day of

fasting and prayer; he preached to them, as he and they well

knew, the last sermon they would ever hear from his . hps, :
his final words of encouragement as they bade farewell for-

‘ever to. home and native land.

In the afternoon of the same day, the people organized _
* themselves ‘into a church under the ministers whom he had
- appointed, they formally expressing their acceptance of the

office without further ordination; and on the 2oth of March

“the “Mary and John” dropped down Plymouth harborand took
“her solitary way across the ocean. “We weére of passengers
. many in number, of good rank,” says Roger Clap; “so" we
came by the good hand of the Lord through the deep, com.

fortably, having preached or expounded of the word of God

. every day for ten weeks together, by our ministers.”

. After a passage of seventy days, the ship arrived at Hull

The pla.ce prowded for the colony by Endlcott was ‘on the

.
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AVVJCh'a‘rles River. . . Whether Captam Squeb supposed he had’

4 _reached there, or whether hé dared- not venture farther into
the bay without a pilot, is uncertain; but much against their .
*-will, he put his passengers and their cattle. ashore on Nantas-

ket point. Ten