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PREFACE.

" The following work snbstantmlly formed ‘the Fxfth Part of the origi- .
nal mannscript of “ Ancient Society,” under the title * Growth of the Idea
of House Architecture.” As the manuscript exceeded the' limits of a smgle
volume, this pomon (Part V) was removed ; and havmg then no mtentlon to
‘publish it separately, the greater part of it found. its way into print in -
detached articles. . A summary was given to Johnson’s New Universal ~
Cyclopedla in the article on the « Architecture of the American Aborig-
~ ines” "The chapter on the * Houses of the Aztecs” formed the basis of the
article entitled Montezuma’s Dinner;” “published i in the North Amenca.n
 Review, in April, 1876. Another chapter, that on the “Houses of the

- Mound Builders,” was Dubhshed in the same’ Review in July, 1876.

F'na]ly, the present year, at the request of the executive committee of the
“ Archazological Institute of America,” at Cambndge, I prepared from the
.same materials an article entitled A Study of the Houses and House Life
of the Indian Tribes,” with a scheme for the exploration of the ruins. in .’
New Memco, Arizona, the San Juan region, Yucatan, and Central America.

With some additions and reductions the facts-are now_preéented in-
. their original form; and as they will-now have a wider distribution than’

- the articles named have had, they will be new to most of my readers. The

. facts and suggestions made will also have the advantage of being presented

in their proper connection. Thus additional strength is given to the argu- -
4ment as a whole. All the forms of this architecture sprang from a common
- mind, and exhibit, as a consequence, different stages of development of the
same conceptions, operating upon similar necessities. Tﬁey also represent
these several conditions of Indian life with reasonable completeness. Their

: .. : v
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i . PREFACE.
houses wxll be seen ‘to form one. system of works, from the Long House of
* the Iroquoxs to the Joint Tenement houses of adobe and of stone in New
Mexico, Yucatan, Chiapas, and Guatemala, with such diversities as the dif-
ferent degrees of advancement of these several tribes would naturally pro-
duce. Studied as one system, springing from a common' experience, and
similar wants, and under institutions of the same general character, they
are seen to indicate a plan of life at once novel, original, and distinctive.
The pmnclpal fact, which sll these structures alike show, from the
smallest to the greatest, is that the family through these stages of progress
was too weak an organization to face alone . the struggle of life, and sought
a shelter for itself in large households composed of several families: The

o 'house for a single famxly was  exceptional throughout aboriginal America,

B while the. house Iarge enough to accommodate several families was the. rule.
* Moreover, they were occupied as joint tenement houses. There was also a
tendency to. form these households on the principle of gentile kin, the
mothers with their children being of the same gens or clan.
. If we enter upon the great problem of Indian life with a determmfutlon
to make it lntelhglble, their house life and domestic institutions must fm-l
. nish the key to its explanation. These pages are designed as a commence-
; ment of that work. lt is a fruitful, and, at present, but partially explored
- field. We have been: singularly inattentive to the plan of domestic life
revealed by the houses of the aboriginal period. Time and the influences
of civilization'have told heavily upon their mode of life until it has become
'so far modified, and in many cases entirely overthrown, that it must be
taken up as a new investigation upon the general facts which remain. At
the epoch of European discovery it was in full vitality in North and South
America ; but the opportunities of studying its principles and its results
were neglected. As a scheme of life under established institutions, it was
a remarkable display of the condition of mankind in two well marked
ethnical periods; namély, the Older Period and the Middle Period of
barbarism; the first being represented by the Iroquois and the second by
the Aztecs, or ancient Mexicans. In no part of the earth were- these two
- conditions of human progress so well represented as by the American
Indian tribes. * A knowledge of the culture and of the state of the arts of
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. life 'inv these periods is indispensable to a definite conception of the stages

of human progress. From the Taws which govern this progress, from the

. uniformity of their operation, and from the necessary limitations of the prin-

T

&

-ciple of mtelhgence, we may concludé that our own remote ancestors passed
" through a similar experience and ‘possessed very similar institutions. In
studymg the condition of the Indmn tribes in these periods we may recover '
- some portion of the lost blstory of our own race. This consxderatlon Iends '
incentive to the investigation. :

The first chapter is a condensation of four in “Anclent Society,”
namely, those on the ‘gens, phratry, tribe, and confederacy of tribes. -As
they formed a necessary part of that work, they become equally necessary
to this. - A knowledge of ‘these orgamzatxons is indispensable to an under-
standing of the house life of the aborigines. These organizations form the
basis of American ethnology. Although the discussion falls short of a com-
plete explanatlon of their character-and of their prevalence, it will give the
reader a general idea of the organization of society among them. =

We are too apt to look upon the condition of savage and of barbarous

- tribes as standing on the same plane with respect to advancement. They

“should be carefully distinguished as dissimilar conditions of progress.
‘Moreover, savagery shows stages of culture and of progress, and the same
is true of barbarism. It will greatly facilitate the study of the facts re-
lating to these two conditions, through which mankind have passed in their.
progress to civilization, to discriminate between ethnical periods, or stages _
of culture both in savagery and in barbarism. The progress of mankind
from their primitive condition to civilization has been marked and eventful.
Each great stage of progress is connected, more or less directly, with some"
important invention or discovery which matema.lly influenced human prog- .
ress, and inaugurated an improved condition. "For these reasons the period ‘
of savagery. has been. divided into three subperlods, and that of barba-
‘rism also into three; the latter of which are chiefly 1mportant in their rela-
 tion to the condition of the.Indian tribes. ., The Older Period of barbarism,
which commences with the introduction of the art of pottery, and the Middle |
. Period, which commences with the use of adobe brick in the construction
of houses, and with the cultivation of maize and plants by irrigation, mark
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two very diﬁerent and very. dissimilar conditions of hfe. , The larger por-
tion of the Indian tribes fall mthm ‘one or the other of these: periods. A

small portion were in the Older Period of s&va.gery and none had reached

the Later Period of barbarism, which. 1mmed1at.ely precedes civilization. " In

' treating of the condition of the several tribes they will be asiigned tothe

particular period to which they sevmlly belonig under this classification. .
‘I regret to add that I have not been ‘able, from failing health, to give

to this mannscnpt the ¢ontinuous thought which a work of any kind should

receive from its aathor. But I could not resist the invitation of my friend

‘Major J. W. Powell, the Director of the B,nreau of Ethnology, to put these
chapters together as well as I might be able, that they might be published
by that Bureau. As it will undoubtedly be my-last work, I part with it
‘under some sohcltude for the reason named “but submit it cheerfully to the
_indulgence of my readers.

. I am greafly indebted to ‘my fnend Mr J C. Plllmg, of the same
Burenau, for. his friendly labor and care in correcting the proof sheets, and
for'supervising the illustrations. Such favors ‘are very imperfectly repaid

~ by an author’s thanks. e

The late William W. Ely, M. D, LLD was, for a period of more

 than twenty-ﬁve years, nxy cherished friend and literary adviser, and to him

Iam indebted for many valuable suggestions, and for constant encourage-

* ment in my labors. The dedication of this volume to his memory is but a

partial expression of my admiration of his bea.utlful cha.racter, and of my
appreciation of his fnendshxp '
LEWIS H. MORGAN.

Rocunsm,’- N.Y, sze, 1881. '
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HOUSES 'AND HOUSE—LIFE OF THE AMERI-
OAN A_'BORIGINES | '

.

" . BY LEWIS H. imRGAN.

CHAPT E R I
- SOCIAL AND GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATION

In a previous work* I have considered the orgamzatlon of the Amert-
can a.bongmes in gentes, phratries, and tribes, with the functions of each in
their social system. From the importance of this organization to a right
understanding of their social and governmental life, a recapitulation of the
vpnncxpal features of each member of the organic series is necessary in this
connection. , :

The genttle organization opens to us one of the oldest and most widely-

. prevalent institutions of mankind.. . It furnished the nearly universal plan
of government of ancient society, Asiatic, Eurppean, African, American,
-and Australian. It was the mstrumentallty by means of which society was
‘orgamzed and held together. Commencing in savagery, and continuing
through the three subperiods of barbarism, it remained until the establish-
ment of political séciety, which did not occur until after civilization had
commenced. The Grecian gens, phratry, and tribe, the Roman.gens, curia,
~ and tribe find their analogues in the gens, phratry, and tribe of the Ameri-
can aborigines. In like manner the Irish sept, the Scottish clan, the phrara
of the Albanians, and the Sanskrit ganas, without extending the comparison
further, are_the same as thé American Indian gens, which has usually been

* “Ancient Society ; or, Researches in the Lines of Human Progress from Savagery throngh Bar-

barism to Cluhzatxon ” Henry Holt & Co. 1877,
1
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‘called a 'clan. .‘ As far as our knowledge extends, tlus orgammtwn mns '

~ through the entire ancient world upon all the contments, and it was brought
- down to the historical period by such tribes as attained to civilization. Nor

is this all. - Gentile society. wherever found is the same in structural organi- |
zation and in prmcxples of action ; but changing from lower to lngher forms
with'the progressive advancement of the people. These changes give the -

hxstory of development of the same ongmal oonceptxons. o BN

. - 'mnamvs.

‘ Gens, ywos and ganas in Latm Greek and Sansk:nt have ahke the
primary signification of kin. They contain the same element as gigno,
‘ylyvopas, and ganamai, in the same languages, signifying fo beget; thus -

1mplymg in each an immediate common descent of the members of a gens.

A gens, therefore, is a body of consanguinei deseended. from the same com-
_mon ancestot, distinguished by a gentile name, and bound together by affini-
ties of blood. It includes a moiety only of such descendants. Where
descent isin the female line, as it was universally in the archaic period,
the gens is composed of a supposed female ancestor and her children, to-

gether with the children of her female descendants, through females, in per-

 petuity; and where ‘descent is in the male line—into which it was cbanged | R

~ after the appearance of property in masses—of a supposed male ancestor

and his children, together with the children of his male descendants, through

males, in perpetulty The family name among ourselves is a sumval of

the gentile name, with descent in the male line, and passing in the same
manner. . The modern faniily, as. expressed by its name, is an unorganized

gens, with the bond of kin broken, and its members as w1dely dlspersed as
the family name is found. : : o
Among the nations named, the gens mdxcated a social orgamzatlon of

a i-emarkable character, which had prevailed from' an antiquity so remote -

that its origin.was lost in the obscurity of far distant’ ages. It was also’'the

unit of organization of a social and governmental system, the fundamental "

basis of ancient society. This organization was not confined to the Latin,
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| 4 Grecxan, and Sansknt spehkmg tn”oc % mthwhom xtbeoamesnch a oonsplc-
- uous mshtuhon. 1t has been found in other branches of the Aryan family
" of nations, in the Semmc, Urallg, and 'l‘urama.n faxmhes, amongthe tnbes/

of Africa'and Australia, and ofthe Amencan aborigines. . | yé

" The gens has passed throngh successive- stages of development in

trans:tron from its archaic to its \ﬁnal form with the progr%of mankmd. .

“These cha.nges were limited in the' main to two: firstly, changmg d

from the, female line, lench was the archaic- rule, as among t ﬁxe Imquoxs,
to the male line, which was the final rule, as among the Grrecian and Roman -

‘gentes; and, seeondly, .cbangmg the ‘inheritance’ of the property of a

!

- deceased member of the gens from his gentlles, who took it in"the archaic’

perxod, ﬁrst to his agnatic kindred, and- ﬁnally to his- children. These
changes, shght as they may seem, indicate very great changes of condmon3

. a8 well as-a large degree of progresmve development.

The gontzle orgamzatton, originating in the penod of savagery endnr-
ing tﬁrough the three subperiods of barbarism, finally gave way, among
 thé more advanced tribes, when they attained civilization—thé reqnirements

of which it was unable to meet.. Among the Greeks and Romans political '
'society supervened upon gentile society, but not until clwhzatxon had com- :

‘menced. . The. townslnp (and its equivalent, the city ward), -with its ﬁxed

' vproperty, and ;the mha”b\xtants it contained, organized as a body pohtw,

becam,e the unit and the puls of a new and radically different system of

. government. After pohtlfca.l society was institated this ancient and time-
~ honored organization, wxbb the phratry and tribe deVeloped from it, gradu-

ally -yielded up their egstence. It was under gentile institutions that

barbarism was won by seme of the tribes of mankind while in savagery,

" and that civilization was won: by the descendants of some of the same tribes -

w}nle in barbansm. Gehtlle mstltutlons camed a portion of mankmd from
,savagery to clvﬂlzatlon i
This organization thay be successfully studled both in-its hvmg and in

its historical forms in aflarge number’of tribes and races. In such an in-
vestigation it is preferable to commence with the gens in its archaic form.
I shall commence, therefore, with the gens as it now exists among the
" American aborigines, where it is found in its archaic form, and-among whom

235s-
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‘its theorehcal constxtnhon and prscncal workmgs can be mvestlgated more
snccessfxﬂly thanm thehxstoned gemesof tbeGreeks and Romans. In -

. fact, to nnderstand fnlly the gentes of the latter nations a knowledge of the .
~ funetions and of the: nghts, -pnvlleges, aud obligations of the members of

 the American’ Indian- -gens i mpemhvelynecessary - o
L InAmencanethnographymbe and. clan have been usedmtheplaoe o
of gens as equlvalent terms from not. percelvmg the nmversahty of the

~ latter. -In previous Works, and following my predecessors, 1 have so used .
.them A comparison of the Indian clan with the gens of the Greeks and -

Romans reveals at once their, 1dent1ty in structure and functions. It also.

. ‘extends to the phratry and tribe. " If ‘the ilentity of these several organiza-
tlonscan ‘be shown, of which . there can be no doubt, there is a manifest -
propriety in- retummg to ‘the Latin and Grecian termmologxes, which are’
- fnll and precise as well as historieal. =~ - :
‘ . The plan of governinent of the Amencan abongmes commenced w1th L
. the gens and. ended with the odnfederacy, the latter being the lnghest point
to which their governmenta.l institutions a.ttamed. ‘It gave “for the organic |
series: first, the gens, a body of consa.ngmnel havmga. common gentile .

name; second,-the phmtry, an assemblage of related gentes united in a
hxgher association for ‘certain ¢ommion objects; thxrd the- tribe, an"assem-

‘blage of gentes, usually organized in: phratries, all the members of which
 spoke thie same dialect; and fourth, a confederacy of tribes, the members
of wlnch respectlvely spoke dialects of the same stock language. - It -
- resulted in a gentxle society (societas) as- distinguished from a- political
" society or state (civitas). -The difference between the two is w1de and fun-
~damental. - There was néither a polmcal soclety, nor a citizen, nor a state,
nor any civilization in America when it was discovered.  One entire ethnical
period intervened between. the hlghest “American Indian tribes and the .

beginning of civilization, as that term is properly understood. -

The gens, though a very ancient social organization founded upon km,' '
does not include all the descendants of a common ancestor. Tt was for the
~ reason that when the gens came in marriage’ “between single pairs was

unknown, and descent through males could not be traced with certainty. -
‘Kindred were linked together chleﬂy through the bond of their matermh,
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g 'Intbeanc:entgensdesoentwashmmdtotheﬁemale lme Itembracedall B
. "suchpersonsaetraeed their demntfromasnpposedeommonfemale
,ancestor. through females, tbeev;deneeof the fact’ bemgthepossessxonof .

_ & commion gentile-name. It would i detBis ancestor and her children,

- the children of her dang‘htets, and the children of her female descendarits, -
through females; in perpetmty, while the children of ber sons and the
" children of her male descendsuts, through males, would belong to other

gentes, namely, those of their respective mothers. . 'Such was the gens in

its archaic form, when the paternity of children was -not’ certam]y ascer- -
' tamable, and when their matemlty aﬁ’orded the only oermm mtenonmf :

.desoents. ' ‘

~ This stateof desoents which can be traced back to the Mlddle Status o
of savagery ‘as among the’ Austral}ans, remained. among ' the Amencan_ o
.aborigines throngh the Upper Status of savagery, and into and . through.

the Lower Status of barbansm, with occasional exceptwns. In the Middle -
 Status of barbansm the Indlan tribes began to change descent from the

- female hne to the male, as the syndyasmlan farnily of ‘the peried ‘began to

‘assume _monogagnan characteristics. In the Upper Status of barbarism
descent had becorie changed to the male line among the Grecian tribes, with
the exception of the Lyeians, and among the Italian tribes, thh the exeeptxon '
of the Etruscans. Betweén the two extremes, represented by the two rules
" of descent; three entire ethmcal penods mtervene, covermg ma.ny thou-
sands of years.

‘As mtermafnage in the gens was prolnblted 1ﬁ mthdrew its members ~
from the evils of consangume mamages, andethus tended to increase the
vigor of the stock. _The gens came into being upon three principal con-
ceptions, na.mely, ‘the bond of kin, a pure lineage through descent in the
female line, and"non-intermarriage in the gens. When the idea of a gens was
developed, it would naturally have taken the form of gentes in pairs, because
the children of the males were excluded, and because it was equally necessary
to organize bot.h classes of descendants. With two gentes started into ‘being
snmultaneous]v the whole result would have been attained, since the males
and females of one gens would marry the femalés and males of the other,
and the chlldren, followmg the’ gentes of their respectlve mothers, would be
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dmded between them. Restmg on tlxe bond of km ‘a8 its . cohesive pnn--
 ciple, the gens | aﬁorded to each mdividnal member that personal protectlon .
_whxch no other existing power could give. .
T After enumrahng the rights, pnv;leges, and obhgatxons of its members, o
mll be necessary to follow the gens in its organic relations to.a phratry
tribe and. confederaoy, in order to find the uses to which it was applied, the
privileges ‘which it conferred, and the prmclples which ‘it fostered. - The
géntes of the Troquois will be taken as the:standard exemphﬁcauon of this
. -institation in the Ganowénian family.. They had carried . their scheme of
‘ govemment from the: gens to the confederacy, makmg it complete in each
of its parts,'and an ‘excellont 1Ilustratlon of the capabxlmes of the gentlle
. organization in its archalc form. - -
. When dlscovared the Iroquors were in the Lower Statns of barbansm,
- and well advanced in the arts of life pertammg to this condition. “They
) mannfactured neﬂs, twine, and rope from filaments, of bark; ‘Wove belts and
burden straps, with warp and woof from the same matenals ‘they manu-
factured earthen vessels and pipes: from clay mixed with sxhcxons materials
and hardened by fire, some of which were ornamented with rude medallions;
‘they cultivated malze, beans, squashes, and ‘tobacco in garden beds, and -
made unleavened bread from peunded maize, which they boﬂed in earthen -
vessels; * - they tanned skins into leather, with which they mannfactured kxlts,
leggins, and moccasins; they used the how and arrow and war-club as their
principal weapons; used flint-stone and bone implements, wore skin gar-
ments, and were expert bunters and fishermen. They constructed long
joint tenement houses, large enough to accommodate five, ten, and twenty
- families, and each household practiced communism in living, but they were
» unacquamted with the use of stone or adobe-brick in house architecture,
" “and with the use of the native metals. In mental capacity and in genéral
.a\dﬁmement they were the representative branch of the Indian family -
of New Mexico. General F. A. Walker has sketched their military
career in two paragraphs “The cateer of the Iroquois was simply terrific.
They were the scourge of God upon the aborigines of the contment.”j-

* These loaves or cakes were about rix inches in diameter and anmch thick.
t North American Review, April No., 1873, P 3“0, Note. . v
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From lapse of time the Iroquois’ tn’bes l’mve come to. differ ahghtly in
_ the number and in the names of ~the1r respectwe genteg the largest
: bemg eight, as follows: _ y
. " Semsoas. C'ama o.mm.. o..aa.. ‘ xomh. " Tuscaroras.
1....Wolf. = Wolf. = Wolf. Wolf. 'Wolf. ~ Gray Wolf. -
3....Turtle, Tartle. - Turtle. ,Tu_rtle. Turtle.l Great Turtle.
4....Beaver. Beaver. Beaver” = ' ~ Beaver.
'5....Deer.  Deer. - Deer. . : - Yellow Wblf- :
6....Snipe. - Snipe.. Snipe. T . . ~~Snipe. - '
~ 7....Heron..  Eel. Eel. - = Eel
8...Hawk - Hawk Bal - 0 Lmle,'rurﬂe.

These. cha.nges show that eertam gentes in some of the tribes have
] become extinct through the vicissitudes of time, and that others have been
formed by -the segmentation.of over-fnl] gentes. ;
With a know]edge of the rights, privileges, ‘and obhga.hons of the. '
members of a gens, its capabilities as the unit of a social and govemmental
system will be more fully understood, as well ‘as the manner in which it
entered into the higher organizations of the phratry, tribe, and confederacy.
The gens is individualized by the followmg rights,: privileges, and obli-
~ gations conferred and 1mposed upon its members, a.nd which made up the -
- jus gentilicium :
‘ . L The right of electing its sachem and chwj.’s
* IL. The right of deposing its sachem and chiefs.
. The obligation not to marry in the gens. -- =
- IV. Mutual rights of inheritance of the property of deceased members.
V. Reciprocal obligations of help, defense, and redress . of injuries
- VL. The right of bestowing names upon its members.
VIL The right of adopting strangers into the gens.
" VIIL. Common religious rites.
IX. A common burial place.
XAcounccloftheyens. ,
These functions and attributes gave v1tahty as well as mdunduahty to
the organization, and protected the personal rights of its members.
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Snchmthenghts,mv:hges,and:ébhgaﬁomoﬁthemembenofan‘ |
Imqnoxsgens and; such were those of the members of the gentes of the

* Indian tribes genora.lly, as.far as the mvesugatlon has been carried.
" . For a detailed exposition of these cbmetenstxcs the. reader is referred
toAumtSoaety pp-72-85. . - C ,
~ All the members of an Iroquois- gens were. personally free, and they :
“were bound to defend each other's freedom’; they were equal in privileges
and in personal nghbs, the sachem and chiefs elalmmg no snpenonty, and
they were a brotherhood bound together by the ties of kin. Liberty,
‘equality, and fraternity, though never formnlat.ed, ‘were cardinal ‘principles
. -of the gens. These facts are material, because the gens was the unit of a
“social and governmental system, the foundation upon which Indian society
'was organized. ' A structure composed of such units: would of necessity

- :bearthennpress of their character, for ‘as the "unit so the compound. It k

“serves to explain that sénse of . independence and personal dlgmty tmlvet-
sally an aptribute of Indian character.

Thus substantial and important in the socnal system Was the gens as it
anciently existed among the American aborigines, and as it still exists in’
full vitality in many Indian tribes. It was the- basw of the phratry,of the
tribe, and of the confederacy of tribes.

. _Atthe epoch of European dlscovery the Amencan Indlan tnbes ‘gen-

erally were organized in gentes, with descent i in the female line. In some °
- tribes, as among the Dakotas, the gentes ‘had fallen out; im others, as
among the Ojibwas, the Omahas, and the Mayas of Yucatan, descent had
been changed from the female- to the male line. _Throughout aboriginal
" America the gens took its name from some animal or inanimate object and
‘never from a person. In this early condition of soclety the individuality
“of persons was lost in the gens.” It is at least presumable that the gentes
 of the Grecian and Latin tribes wére so named at some. anterior period ;

but when they first came under historical notice they were named after
persons. In some of the tribes, as the Moki Village Indians of Arizond,
the members of the gens claimed their descent from the #nimal whose
‘name they bore—their remote ancestors having been transfornied by the
Great Spirit from the animal into the human form. The Crane gens of
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the Ojibwas have a snmlar }egend In some tnbes the members of & gens‘ S

‘will not eat the animal whosé name they. bear m which the.y -are donbtleu o

xnﬂnenced by this consideration. - ~
. With respect. to. the numberofpersons magens, it varied with the -
~number of the gentes, and with the prosperity- or decadence of the tribe.
Three thousand Senecas (hnded equally among elght gentes would give an
average of three hundred and eeventy-ﬁve persons to a gens. " Fifteen o
thousand O_;ibwas dmded_equally among- twenty-three gentes would give -
-six hundred and fifty persons to a gens. The Cherokees would average: ‘
more than a thousand to a gens. In the present con(htlon of the principal
Indian tribes the number of persons in each gens. would ‘range from one
hundred to a thousand. _
One of the oldest and most widely prevalent institations of mankmd,

.. -the gentes have been closely identified with- human progress mpon which

 they have exercised a powerful influence. . They have been found in tribes -
in the . Status of savagery, in the Lower, in the Middle, and in the Upper-
Status of barbansm on different continents, and in full vrl:ahty in the Gire-
cian and Latin tribes after civilization ‘had commenced. Every family of
mankind, except thé Polynesian, seems to have come under the gentile
. organization, and to have been indebted to it for preservation and for the
“means of progress. It finds its only parallel in length of duration in sys-
tems of consanguinity, which, springing up at a still earlier- period, have -
remained to the present time, although the -marriage usages in which they
ongma.ted have long since disappeared. : _
From its early institution, and from its maintenance through such
immense stretches of -time, the pecu]mr adaptation of the gentile organiza- ‘
* tion to mankmd while in a savage and in a barbarous state must ‘be
regarded as abundantly demonstrated. '

?

'rmal PHRATRY. /.

The phratry (¢parpia) is a brotherhood, as the term 1mports and a’
natural growth from the orgamzatxon into gentes. It is an organic union
or association of two or more gentes of the same tribe for certain common
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' -obJects These gentes were usually such as had been formed by the seg-

mentation of an original gens.

The phratry existed in a large number of the tnbes of the American -

aborigines, where it is seen to .arise by natural growth, and to stand as the

~ second member of the organic series, as among the Grecian and Latin
tribes. Tt did not possess original governmental functlons, as the gens

tribe ‘and confederacy possessed themi; but it was endowed with certain
‘useful powers in the social system, from the necessity for some o:gamzatlon

larger than a gens and smaller than a tribe, and especxa]lv when the tribe
"was large. The same institution in essential features and in character, it -

presents the organization in its archaic form and with itg archaic functions.
A knowledge of the Indian ' phratry is necessary to an mtelhgent under-

.. standing of the Grecian and the Roman.’

The eight gentes of the beneca-Iroquo:s tmbe were remtegrated in two -

First Pkratry o
Gentes —1. Bear. 2. Wolf, . 8. Beaver. . 4. Turtle. -, \ |
. - Second Pkmtry
_ Gentes—. Deex 6. Snipe. T. Heron 8. Hawk.
Each phratrv (De-ii-non-di’-a-yoh) iga brotherhood as this term also

. imports. The gentes in the same phratryare brother gentes to each other, -

and cousin gentes to those of the otler phratry They are equal in grade, \
character, and privileges. It is a common practice of the Senecas to call

" ‘the gentes of -their own phratry brother gentes, and those of the other
. phratry their cousin gentes, when they mention them in their relation to

the phratries. Originally marriage was not allowed between the members

K of the same phratry; but the members of either gould marry into any

gens of the other. This prohibition tends to show that the gentes of each
phratry were subdivisions of an original gens, and therefore the prohibition

‘against marrying into a person s own gens had followed to jts subdivisions.

This restriction, however, was long since removed, except with respect to
the gens of the individual. A tradition of the Senecas affirms that the
Bear and the Deer were the original gentes, of which the others were sub-
divisions. It is thus seen that the phra{:ry had a natural foundation in the

o
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“kinship of the gentes of which it was composed. After then' subdivision
from increase ofnumbers there was a natural tendericy to their reunion in .
a lngher orga.mzatxon for ob_]ects common to them all. The same gentes:

are not constant in & phra.try indefinitely, as appears from the composition
of the phratnes in the remaingng Iroquois tribes. Transfers of particular
-~ gentes from one phratry to the other must haveioccurred when the equi-
librium in their respective numbers was disturbed. It is important to

know the simple manner in which this organization springs up, and the .

faclhty with which it is managed as a part of tﬁe social system of ancient
~ society. ‘With the i increase of numbers in a gens, followed by local sep-

aration of its members, segmentation occurréd, and the seceding portion .
adopted a new gentile name. But a tradition of their former unity would '

remain and become the basis of their reorgamzatlon in a phratry.

‘ ~ From the differences in the composition of the phratries in the several
~ tribes it seems probable that the phratries are modified in thew gentes at - -

intervals of time to ‘meet changes of condition. - Some i gentes prosper and

" increase in numbers, wlule others,-through calammes dechne, and others
become extinct; so that transfers of gentes from one phratry to. another'v_ ,

were found necessary to preservé some degree of equality in the number

of phrators in each. The phratric organization has existed among the Iro- .
quois from time immemorial. It is probably older. than the confederacy

which was established more than four centuries ago. The amount of dif-
fererice in their composition, as to the gentes they contain, répresents the
vicissitudes through which: each tribe has passed in the interval. In any
view of the matter it. is small, tending to illustrate  the permanence of the
phratry as well as the gens. ‘
The Iroquois tribes had a total of thlrty—elght gentes, and in four of
the tribes a total of eight phratnes
The phratry among the Iroqums was partly for soclal a,nd partly for
religious objects. Its functions and uses can be best shown by practical
_ illustrations. We betrm with the lowest, #vith games, which were of com-
‘mon oceurrence aLt@l ‘and confederafe councils. In the ball game, for
' example, among the Sen@?thev plav by phratries, one against the other;
and they bet against each other upon the result of the game. Each phra-

N
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try puts forward its best pla.yers, usually from six to ten on a snde, and the
members of each phratry assemble together, but upon opposite sides of the

~field in which the game is played. ~ Before it commences, articles of per-

sonal property are hazarded upon the result by ‘members of the opposite
phratries. These are deposxted with keepers to abide the event. The
game is played with spirit and enthusiasm, and is an exciting spectacle.
The members of each phratry, from their opposite stations, watch the game
with eagerness, and cheer their respective pla)ers at every successful turn
of the game* =~ - - -

- Again, when a mutder had been committed it was usual- for the gens

of the murdered person ‘to meet in council, and, after ascertaining the facts,

to take measures for avenging the deed: . The gens of the criminal also held

‘a councx] and endeavored to effect an adjustment or condonation of the

- crime with the gens of the murdered person; ‘but it often happened that the

gens of the criminal called upon the other gentes of their phratry, when the
slayer and the slain belonged. to opposne phratrles, to unite with them to
obtain a condonation of the crime. In such a case the phratry held a coun-
cil, and then addressed itself to the other phratry to which it sent a delega-

- tion with a: belt of white wampum asking for a council of the phratry and *
~for an adJustment of the crime. They offered reparationto the family and .
. gens of the murdered person in expressions of regret and in presents of
-value. Negotlatxons were continued between the two councils until an -

affirmative or a negative conclusion was reached. The influence of a phratry
composed of several gentes would be greater than. that of a single gens;
and by callingjnto action the opposite phratry the probability of a con-

donation would be increased, especially if there were extenuating cn'cum-‘
stances. We may thus see -how naturally the Grecian phratry, prior to. .

civilization, assumed the principal though not exclusive managemet of cases
of murder, and also of the purification of the murderer if he escaped pun-
ishment, and after the institution of political society with what propriety
the phratry assumed the duty of prosecutmg the murderer in the courts of
justice. »
At the funerals of persons of recogmzed importance in the tribe tbe

- * League of the Iroquois, p. 294.
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phratric. organization manifested itself in a. cobspicuous manner. The
 phrators of the decedent in a body were the mourners, and the members of .
the opposite phraty conducted the ceremonies. At the funeral of Hand-
"some Lake (Gié-ne-o-di’-yo), one of the eight Seneca sachems (which
occurred some yéars ago), there was an assemblage of sachems and chiefs
: to the number of twenty-seven, and a large concourse of members of both
phratnes The customary address to the dead body, and the other addresses _
 before the removal of the body, were made by members of the opposxte .
phratry. -~ After the addresses were concluded the body was borne to the
grave by persons selected from the last named phratry, followed, first, by
the sachems and chiefs, then by the family and gens of the decedent, next
by his remaining phrators, and last by the ‘members of the oppos1te phratry |
After the body had been deposited in the grave the sachems and chiefs
formed in a circle around it for the purpose of ﬁlhng it with earth. Each
‘in turn, commencing with the senior in years, cast in three shovelfals, a
typical number in their religious system, of which the first had relation to
the Great Spirit, the second to the Sun, and the third to Mother Earth
* When 'the grave was filled the senior sachem, by a figure of speech,
deposited “‘the horns” of the.departed sachem, emblematic of his office,
" upon the top of the grave over his head, there to remain until his suc-
cessor was'installed. In that subsequent ceremony ‘the horns” were said
to be taken from the grave of the deceased ruler and placed upon the head
of his successor. The social and religious functions of the phratry, and its
naturalness in the organic system of ancient society, are rendered apparent
by this single usage.

The phratry was also dlrectlv concerned in the election of sachems~
‘and chiefs of the several gentes, upon which they had a negative as well as
_ a confirmative vote. After the gens of a deceased sachem had elected his
successor, or had elected a chief of the second grade, it was necessary, as
R elsewhere stated, that their choice should be accepted and confirmed by
each phratry. - It was expected that the gentes of the same phratry would
confirm the choice almost as a matter of course, but the opposite phratry
also must acquiesce, and from this source opposition sometimes appeared.
A council of each phratry was held and prohounced upon the question of
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acceptance or rejection. If the nomination made was accepted by both it
became complete, but if either refused it was thereby set aside and a new
election was iade by the gens. When the choice made by the gens had -
been accepted’ by the phratries it was still necessary, as before stated, that
the new sachem, or the new chief, should be invested by the council of the
confederacy, whxch alone had power to invést with office. s
The phratry was without governmental functions in the strict sense of

_the phrase, these being confined to the gens tribe and tonfederacy; but it
entered into their social aﬁ'mrs with large administrative powers, and would -
"have concerned itself more.and more with. their religious affairs as the con-

dition of the people a,dva,nced : Unlike the Grecian phratry and the Roman
cwna, it had no official head. - There was no chief of the phratry as such;

““and no religious functlenanes belonging to it as distinguished from’ the getgs i
~and tribe. The phratnc institution .among the Iroquois was in'its rudi-
. mentary archaic form; but it grew into life by natural and inevitable devel-

opment, and remained permanent because it met necessary wants. Every
institution of mankind which attained permanence will be found linked
with a perpetual want. With the gens tribe and confederacy in existence
the presence of the phratry was substantially assured. It required time,
however, and further ‘experience to mamfest all thre uses to which it might
be made-subservient.

Among the Village Indians of Mexico and Central America the phratry
must have existed, reasoning upon general principles, and have been a more
fully developed and influential organization than among the Iroquois. Un-
fortunately mere glimpses at such an institution are all that can be found in
the teeming narratives of the Spanish writers withih the first century after
the Spanish conquest. The four “lineages” of the Tlascalans who occu-

pied the four quarters of the pueblo of Tlascala were, in all probability, so - -

many phratries. They were sufficiently numerous for four tribes, but as
they occupied the same pueblo and spoke the same dialect the phratric
organization was apparently a necessity. Each lineage or phratry, so to

) . :
call it, bad a distinct military organization, a peculiar costume and banner,

and .its head war-chief (Teuctli), who was its general military commander.
They went forth to battle by phratries. The organization of a military
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- force by phratries and by tribes was not unknown to the Homeric Greeks
Thus, Nestor advisey Agamemnon to “separate the troops by.phratries and
by tribes, so that phratry may support phratry and tribe tribe.”* Under

gentile institutions of the most advanced type the pnncxple of kin ‘became
to a considerable extent the basis of the army organization. The Aztecs,
in like manner, .occupied the pueblo of Mexico in four distinet divisions, the
people of each of which were more nearly related to each other than to the
people.of the other dmswns They were separate’ lineages, like the Tlas-

calan, and it seems hwhly probab]e were four; phratries, separa.tely organ-

ized -as such They were distinguished. from each other by costimes and

. standards, and went out to war as separate dmsxons Their geographxcal
’area{ were called the four quarters of Mexico.

: / With respect to the prevalence of this organization among the Indian

" tribes in the Lower Status of barbarism, the subject has been but slightly

investigated. Itis probabIe ‘that it was general in the principal tribes from
the natural manner in which it springs up as a necessary member of the

" organic series, and from the uses, other than govemmenta] to wlnch it was

adapted. ' - . v

In seme of the tribes the phratnes stand out prommently upon the face
of their organization. Thus the Chocta gentes are united in two phra-
tries, which must be mentioned first in order to show the relatlon of the

gentes to each other. The first phratry is called “Divided People,” and

contains four gentes. The second is called “Beloved People,” and also

_contains .four gentes. This separation of the people into two lelSlODS
by gentes created two phratries. Some knowledge of the fanctions of these

phratries is of course desirable; but without it, the fact of their existence
is established by the divisions themselves. The evolution of a confederacy
from a pair of O'enteb-—-for less than two are never found in any tribe—may

" be deduced theoretically from the known facts of Indian experience. Thus

the gens increases in the number of its members and divides into two; these
again subdivide,and in time reuniteintwo or more phratries. These phratries
form a tribe, and its members speak the same dialect. In course of time
this tribe falls into several by the process of segmentation, which in turn

* Iliad, ii, 362.
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reumte in a confel'leracy Such a confederacy is a growth through the -

tribe and phratry, from a pair of gentes..
" The Chickasas are organized in two phratrjes, of wh:ch one contains
four and the other eight gentes, as follows: - -
o 'L Panther Phratry. '
4 ams;—i. Wild Cat. 2. Bird. 3. Fish. 4. Deer.
| IL Spanish Phratry.

Gentes.—b5. Raccoon. 6. Spanish. 7. Royal. 8. Hush-ko’-ni. 9. Squir-

rel. 10. Alligator. 11. Wolf. 12. Blackbird. ™

. A very complete illustration of the manner in whlch phratnes are
" formed by natural growth through the subdivision of gentes is presented R
" by the organization of the Mohegan tribe. It had three- ongmal gentes, L
- the Wolf, the 'l‘urtle, and the Turkey . : S
~ Each of these subdmded and ‘the subdivisions became mdependent
gentes but they retained the names of the original gentes as their réspective
phratric namés. In other words, the subdivisions of each gens reorganized
_in a phratry. It proves conclusively the natural process by which in course

of time a gens breaks:up into several, and these remain united in a phratric

- organization, which is expressed by assuming a phratric name. They are

.

a.s follows :
L Wolf Pkratry

 Gentes.—1. Wolf 2. Bear. 3. Dog. 4. Opossum
II. Turtle Pkrabry

. Gentes—S5. Little Turtle. 6. Mud Turtle. - 1. ('J‘rreaft~ Turtle,' 8. Yellow

Eel.
. - III. Tm'key Phratry
Gentes.—9. Turkey.- 10. Crane. 11. Chicken.

It is thus seen that the original Wolf gens divided into four gentes,
the Turtle into four, and the Turkey into three. Each -new gens took- a
new name, the original retaining its own, which became by seniority that

- of the phratry. Itis rare among the American Indlan tribes to find such

p]am evidence of the segmentation. of gentes in thel# external organization,
followed by the formation into phratries of their respective subdivisions.

t
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It shows also that the phratry is founded upon the kinship of the gentes.

Asa rule, the name of the original gens out of which others had formed

is not known ; but in each of these cases it remains as the name of the
phratry. - Sincé the latter, like the Grecian, was a social and religious rather
than a governmental organization; it is externaHy less conspicuods than a
gens or tribe,.'vyhich were essential to the government of society. The

“name of buf one of the twelve Athenian phratries has come down to us in

‘history. Those of the Iroquois had no name but that of a brotherhood.
The phratry also appears among the Thlinkits of the Northwest coast

upon the surface of their orgamzatlon into gentes They have two phra-

tries, a8 follows

3.,
R

4 1 Wolf Phratry ( el
Gentes.—.l. Bear. 2. ,Eagle. '3, Dolphin. 4. Shark. 5. Alea.
‘ : i II. Raven Phratry. _ o ,
Gentes —6.-Trog. 7. Goose. 8. Sea-lion.” 9. Owl, 10. Salmon.

' Intermarriage in the phratry is prohibited, which shows of itself thatln_

the gentes of each phratry were derived from an original gens. The mem-

bers of any gens in the Wolf phratry could marry into any gens of the

opposite phratry, and vice versa.

~From the foregomg facts..the-ezistence of the phratry is estabhshed in_

several linguistic stocks of the American aborigines. Its presence in the

tribes named raises a presumption of its general prevalence in the Gano-
- wéanian famlly Among the Village Indians, where the numbers in a gens -
and tribe were greater, it Would ‘necessarily have been more important, and

consequently more fully developed As an ingtitution it was still in its

_ archaic form, but it possessed the essentlal elemeqfs of the Grecian and the

Roman.

THE TRIBE.

Tt is difficult to describe an Indian tribe by the affirmative elements of

. its composmon Nevertheless it is clearly marked, and is the ultimate organ-

ization of the great body of the American aborigines. The large number
of mdependent tribes into which they had fallen by the natura.l process of
] _ . . :

v
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segmentation is the striking characteristic of their condition. Each tribe .
.was 1nd1v1dualtzed by a name, by a separate dialect, by a supreme govern-
" ‘ment, and by the possession of a temtory which it occupied and defended
asits own. The tribes were as numerous as the dialects, for separatlon' :

did not become complete until dialectical variation had commenced. Indian

tribes, thexefore, are natural growths through the separation of the same

people in the area of their occupation; followed by dlvergence of speech,
segmentation, and independence. :

The exclusive possessron of a dialect and of a territory has led to the
application of the term mation to many Indian tribes, notwithstanding the
fewness of the peOple in each, Tribe and nation, however, are not strict-
equivalents. A nation does not arise, under gentile institutions, until the
tribes united under the same government have coalesced into one people, as
the four Athienian tribes coalesced in Attiea, three Dorian tribes at Sparta,

‘and three Latin and Sabine tribes at Rome. Federation requires indepen-

dent tribes in separate territorial areas; but coalescence unites them by a
higher process in the same area, although the tendency to local separation
by gentes atid by tribes would continue 'The confederacy is the nearest

analogue of the nation, but not strictly, equwa]ent ‘Where the gentile
- -organization exists, ‘the organic series nges all the terms. which are needed: -

for a correct descrxptlon. o - »

An Indian tribe is composed of several crentes, developed from two or
more, all the members of which are ' intermingled by marriage, and _'all of

whom_speak the same dialect. To a stranger the tribe is visible, and not
the gens. The instances are extremely rare, among the American abo-

rigines, in which the tribe embraced peoples speaking different dialects.

When such cases are found it has resulted from the union of a weaker with
a stronger tribe speaking a closely related dialect, as the union of the Mis-

- souris with the Otoes after the overthrow of the former. The fact that the
great body of the aborigines were found in independent tribes illustrates

the slow and difficult growth of the idea of government under gentile insti-

 tutions. A small portion only bad attained to the ultimate stage knownj

mnong them, that of a confederacy of tribes speaking dialects of the same




stock language. A coalescence of tribes into a nation had not occurred

-
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in any case in any part of America. :
A constant tendency to disintegration, which has proved such 8 hmder- .

 ance to progress among savage and barbarous tribes, existed in the elements

of the gentile organization. It was aggravated by a further tendency to
divergence of speech, which was inseparable from their social state and the

| large areas of their occupation. An oral language, although remarkably
. persistent in its vocables, and still more persistent in its grammatical forms,
_i§ incapable of permanence. Separation of the people in area was followed

in time by variation in speech; and this, in turn, led to separation in inter-
ests and ultimate independence.. It was not the work of a brief penod but
of centuries of time, aggregating finally into thousands of years; and the* "
multiplication of the languages and dialects of the different families of

" North and South America probably requu'ed for thelr formatxon the  time
measured by three ethnical periods.

New tribes, as well as new gentes, were constantly formmg by natural
growth, and the process was sens:bly accelerated by the great expanse of

~the American continent. The methiod was simple. In the first place there -
- would occur a gradual outflow of peOpIe from some overstocked geograph-

ical center, which possessed superior advantages in the means of subsist-
ence. - Continued from year to year, a considerable populatlon would tbus
be developed at a distance from the original seat of the tribe. In course
of time the emigrants would become distinct in interests, strangérs in feel-

‘ing, and, last -of -all, divergent Ai}ﬂlﬁ.\s_p_;eech;" Separation and independence A
would follow, although their territories were contiguous: -A-new-tribe was

thus created. This is a concise statement of the manner in which the tribes
of the American aborigines were. formed but the statement must be taken-
as general. Repeating itself from age to age in newly acquired as well as

in old areas, it must be regarded as a natural as well as inevitable result of v '

the gentile organization, united with the necdssities of their condition.
When increased numbers pressed upon the means of subs1stence, the surPlus

‘removed to a new seat, where they established themselves with facility,
~ because the government was perfect in every gens, and in any number of
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gentes umted in a band Among the Village Indxans the same . thmg
repeated itself in- a_slightly different manner. - When a village became

overcrowded with numbers, a colony went up or down on the same stream
“and commenced a new. village. Repeated at intervals of time, several such

villages would appear, each independent of the other and a ‘self-governing

~ body, but united in a league or confederacy for mutual protection. Dia- :

lectic variation would ﬁna;lly spring up, and t]lus complete their growth

_ into tnbes : o

, The manner in whlch trlbes are evolved from. ea,;:h other can be shown
directly by examples. The fact of separation can be derived in part from .

’tradmon, in part from the pessesswn by each: of a number of the same. |

gentes, and deduced in park_froi the relations of their dialects. Tribes

+. formed by the subdlv‘xsxons of an original tribe would possess a number of
* gentes'in common, and speak dialects of the same langnage. After several

centuries of separation they would still have a number of the same gentes."

Thus the Hurons, now Wyandots, have six gentes of the same name with

six of the gentes of the Seneca-Iroquois, after at least four hundred years
of separation. The Potawattamies have eight gentes of the same name
with éight among' the Ojibwas, whilé the former have six, and the latter

: fourteen, which are different, showing: that new gentes have been formed in

each tribe by segmentation since their separation. A still -older offshoot
from the Oybwas, or from the common parent tribe of both, the Miamis,

~ have but three gentes in common with the former, namely, the Wolf, the =

Loon, and the Eagle. The minute social hlstory of the tribes of the Gano-
wénian family is locked up in the life and growth of the gentes. If investi-

- gation is ever turned strongly in this direction, the gentes themselves would
‘become reliable guides, in respef:t to the order of separation from each

other of the tribes of the same stock.
This process of subdivision has been operatmg among the American

- aborigines for thousands of years, until several hundred tribes have been .
“developed from about seventy stocks as existing.in as many families of

la.nguage
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Their experience, prObabiy, was-but a repetition of that of the tribes of
Asia, Europe, and Africa when they were in correspondmg conditions.
From the preceding observations it is apparent that an American Indian

‘.tribe is a very simple as well as humble organization. It required but a

few hundred, and, at.most, a few thousand people to form a tribe and place
itina respectab]e position in the Ganowéman family.

- It remains to present the functlons and attributes of an Indmn tribe,
which are. contained in the following proposmons
I. The possession of a 'territory and a-name.
I1. The exclusive possession of a dialect.
111. The right to invest sachems and chiefs elected by the gentes.
IV. The right to depose these sachems and chiefs.
V. The possession of a religious faith and worship.
V1. A supreme government consisting of a council of ckwj.‘s
VIL. A head-chief of the tribe in some instances.
For a discussion of these characteristics of a tribe, reference is made
to Ancient Society, pp. 113-118. ‘
The growth of the idea of government commenced with the organiza-
tion into gentes in savagery. It rgveals three great stages’ of progressive

-development between its commencement and the institution of political

soclety after civilization had been attained. The first stage was the govern-

‘ment of a tribe by a council of chiefs elected by the gentes. It may be

called a government of one power; namely, the council. It prevailed gener-

ally among tribes in the Lower Status of barbarism. The second stage was -
- a government co-ordinated between a council of chiefs and a general mili-
‘tary commander, one representing the civil and the other the military fune-_

tions. This second form began to manifest itself in the Lower Status of
barbansm after confederacles were formed, and it became definite in the
Middle Sta.tus * The - office of general, or prmcxpal rmhtary commander,
was the germ of that of a chief executive magistrate, the king, the emperor,

and the president. It may be called’a government of fwo powers, namely,

‘the council of chiefs and the general. The third stage was the government of

a people or nation by a council of chiefs, an assembly of the people, and a
general mlhtary commanaer It appeared among the tribes who had attamed
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to the AUpper Status of barbarism; such, for example, as the Homeric
Greeks and the Italian tribes of the period of Romulus. "A large increase
‘in the number of people united in a nation, their establishment in walled
cities, and the creation of wealth in lands and in flocks and herds, brought
in the assembly of the people as an instrument of government. The coun-
" cil of chiefs, which still remained, found it necessary, no doubt, through
popular constraint, to submit the most important public measures t¢ an
assembly of the people for acceptance ‘or rejection; whenoe the popular
«assembly. This assembly did not originate measnres It was its finction
" to adopt or reject, and ‘its action was final. 'From its first appearance it
'became a permanent power in the government. The council no longer’
_pagsed important public meas(ires, but became a preconsrdenug council,
with ‘power to originate and mature publxc acts to which the assembly
alone could give validity. It may be called a government of three powers,
. namely, the preconsidering council, the assembly of the peoplé, and the general.
This remained until the institution of political society, when, for example, -
‘among the Athenians, the council of chiefs became the senate, and the
- assembly ‘of the people the ecclesia or popular assembly. The same
organizations have come down to modern times in the two houses of Par-
liament, of Congress, and of legislatures. In like manner the office of gen-.

eral military commander, as before stated was the germ of the office of the .

modern chief executive magistrate.

Recurring to the tribe, it was limited in the numbers of the people, --
feeble in strength, and poor inr resources; but yet a. completely organized
‘society. It illustrates the condition of mankind in the Lower Status ofibar-,
barism. “In the Middle Status there was a sensible increasé of numbers in
a tribe, and an improved condition; but with a continuance of gentile
society without essential change. Political society was still 1mposs1ble from
want of a;lvancementm ' The gentes organized into tribes remained as before,
but confederacies must have been more frequent. In some areas, as in

 the Valley of Mexico, large numbers were developed under a common gov-

' ernment, with improvements in the arts.of life; but no evidence exists of

the overthrow among them of gentile society and the substitution of politi-
cal. . It is impossible to found a political society or a state upon gentes. .

.




MORGAN]. THE CONFEDERACY OF TRIBES. - 23

‘A state must rest upon territory and not _ui)'t}g;persons; upon the township

as the unit of a political system, and not upon the gens, which is the unit -

of a social system. It requlred time and a vast experience,. beyond that of
the American Indian tnbes, as a preparation for sucha fundashental change
~ of systems. Italso required men of the mental stature of the Greeks and
Romana{ and with tll%expenence derived from a long chain of arcestors, to
devise and gradually introduce that new plan of govemment under whlch
.c1v111zed natlons are living at the present time. v /

-
»

{ THE CONFEDERACY OF TRIBES.

_ A tendency to confederate for mutua.l defense would very ‘naturally
_ exist among kindred and contiguous. tribes. ‘When the advantages of a
union had been- appreciated by actual experience, the organization, at first
a league, would gradually cement into a federal unity. The state of per-
petual warfare in which they lived would quicken this natural tendency
into action among such tribes as were sufficiently advanced in intelligence
and in the arts of life to perceive its benefits. It would be simply a growth

from a lower into a higher organization by an extension- “of the principle

‘which united the gentes in a tribe.. .

As might ‘Thave been expected, several coufederacles existed in different -

parts of North America when dlscovered some of which were quite remarka-
“ble in plan and structure. Among the number may be mentioned the Iro-

quois Confederacy of five independent tribes, the Creek Confederacy of six, .

the Ottawa Confederacy of three, the Dakota League of the “Seven Council
Flres,” the Moki Confedéracy in New Mexico of Seven Pueblos, and the
Aztec Conﬁederacy of three tribes in the Valley of Mexico. It is probable
that the Village Indians in other parts of Mexico, in Central and in South
America, were quite generally organized in confederacies consisting of two
or more kindred tribes. Progress necessarily took this direction from ‘the
nature of their institutions and from the law governing their development.
- Nevertheless the formation of a confederacy out of such materials, and with
. such unstable geographical relations, was a difficult undertaking. -It was
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easiest of achievement bv the Village Indians fnom the nearness to each othpr; o

of their pneblo% and from the smallness of thexr areas; but it was mcom-' .

plished in oceasionalinstances by tribes in the Lower Status of barbariam;
ad notably by the Iroquois. . Wherevera confederaey was formed it would -
of itself evince the sﬁpenor.mtelhgence of the people. -
 The two lnghest examples of Indian -confederacies in North America
were those of the Iroquois and of the Az_tecs. Frox_n _their acknowledged
superiority as military powérs, and from their geographical positions, these -
*confederacies in both cases produced remarkable results. .Our knowledge
of .the structure and principles of the former is definite and complete, while
of the latter it is far from sansfactory The Aztec Confederacy has been
~ handled in such a fnanner historically as to leave it, doubtful whether it was
 simply a league of three kindred  tribes, offensive and defenswe, or-a sys-.
tematic confederacy like that of the Iroquois. That which is trae of the
latter was probably in a general sense true of the former, 80 that a knowl-
" edge of one will tend to-elucidate the other. -
The conditions under which confederacies sprmg into bemg and the,
principles on which they are formed are remarkably simple. They grow
- naturally with time out-of pre-existing elements. Where one tribe had
 divided into several, and these subdivisions occupied mdependent but con-
tiguous temtones, the confederacy reintegrated them in a higher organiza-
tion on the basis of the common gentes they possessed and of the affiliated
dialects they spoke. The sentiment of kin embodied in the gens, the com-
mon lineage of the gentes, and their dialects, still mutually intelligible,
yielded the material elements for a confederation. The confederacy, there-
fore, had the gentes for its basis and center, and stock language for its cir-
cumference. No one has been found that reached beyond the bounds of
the dialects of a common language. If this natural barrier had been
‘crossed it would have forced heterogeneous elements into the Organ'i_zation. .
- Cases have occurred where the remains of a tribe, not cognate in speech,
as the Natchez,* have been admitted into an existing confederacy; but this'
exception would not invalidate the general proposition. It was impossible
for an Indian power to arise upon the American continent through a con-

' * They were admitted into the Creek Confederacy after their overthrow by the French,
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of stock: languages is a standing explanation of the failure. ‘There was no

possible way of becoming connected on equal -terms thb a confederacy '

excepting through’ membership in a gens and tribe and a common speecb
. The Iroquois have furnished an excellent illustrition of the manner

in which a confedera.cy is formed by natural growth assisted by sklllful
legislation. Originally emigrants from beyond the M:ssxssxppl, and possi-

bly & branch of the Dakota stock, they first made their way to the valley

"of the St. Lawrence and settled themselves near Montreal.  Forced to

leave this region by the hosnhty of surrounding tribes, they sought the

‘central region of New York. - Coasting the eastern shore of Lake Ontario

in canoes, for their numbers were small, they made their ﬁrstsetﬂement at
- the mouth of the Oswego River, where, according to their traditions, they
~ remained for a long period of time. ‘They were then in at least three dis-

tinct tribes, the Mohawks, the Onondagas, and the Senecas. - One tribe sub-
sequently established themselves at the head of the Canandatgna Lske and
became the Senecas. Another tribe occupied the Onondaga Valley and

became the Onondagas. The third passed eastward and settled first at-

Oneida, near the site of Utica, from which place. the main portion removed
to the Mohawk Valley and became the Mohawks. Those who remained
became the Uneidas. A portion of the Onondagas or Senecas settled along
the eastern shore of the Cayuga Lake and became the Cayugas New

York, before its occupation by the Iroqums, seems to have been a part of

the area. of the Algonkin tribes. According to Iroquois traditions, t_hey

displaced its anterior inhabitants ds they gradually extended their settie-
- ments eastward to the Hudson and westwardto the Genesee. Their tra-

ditions further declare that a long period of tine elapsed after  their settle-

ment in New York before the coﬁfederacy was formed, during which they -
~_made common cause against their enemies, and thus experienced the advan-
‘tages of the federal principle both for aggression and defense. They
resided in villages, which were usually surrounded with stockades, and

subsisted upon fish and game and the products of a limited horticulture.
In numbers they did not at any. time exceed 20,000 souls, if they ever

federacy of mbes orgamzed in gentes, and advauee to & general supremacy, .
" upless their numbers wére developed from their own stock. The multitude

. ‘,,‘ﬁ,I Ax‘ v 3
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réhche& that 'numbe‘r' Precanous ‘subsistence and incessant warfare re- - -

presped numbers in-all the aboriginal tribes, including the Village Indians
.?s well. . The Iroquois were enshrouded in the great forests which then
overspread New York, against which they had no power to contend. They
were first discovered A..D. 1608. About 1675 they attained. théir culmi-
vnatmg point, when their domlmon reached over an area remarkably large,
covering the greater parts of New York,. Pennsylvama, and Ohio,* and
portions of Canada north of Lake Ontario. At the time of tliexr discovery
they were the highest representatlves of - the red race north of New Mexico
-in intelligence and advancement though perhaps. mfenor to. some of , the
Gulf tribes in the arts of life. In the extent and quahty of their mental
endowments they must be ranked among the highest Indians in America.
There are over six thousand Iroquois in New York, besides scattered bands.
in other parts of the’ Umted States, and a still larger number in Qanada;
: thns xllustratmg the efficiency as well as-persistency of the arts of barba-
rous life in sustalmng existence It is, moreover, Dow ascertamed that they
are slowly increasing. : ~

'~ When the confederacy was formed, about A D. 1400—1450,1' the con-
ditions previously named were present. The Iroqums were in five inde-
pendent tribes, occupied territories contiguous to each other, and spoke
dialects of the same language which were mutually intelligible. Beside
these facts, certain gentes were common in the several tribes, as has been -
shown. In their. relations to each other, as separated parts of the same
gens, these common gentes afforded a natural and enduring basis for a con-
federacy. With these elements existing, the formation of a confederacy
_became a question of intelligence and skill. " Other tribes in large numbers
were standing in precisely the same relations in different parts of the conti-
. nent without confederating. The fact that the Iroquois tribes accomplished
the work affords evidence of their superior capacity. Moreover, as the

* About 1651-’55 they expelled their kindred tribes, the Eries, from the region between the Gene-
" see River and Lake Erie, and shortly afterwards the Neutral Nations from the Nidgara River, and thus
came into poeseeswn of the rema.mder of New York, with the exceptnon of the Lower Hudson and Long
Island.

t+The Iroquois clsuned that it had existed from one hnndred and fifty to two hundred years when
they first saw Europeans. The generations of sachems in the history by David Cusick (a Tuscarora)
would make it more ancient. Schooleraft’s History, Condition and Prospects of the Indian Tribes, -
5, p. 631. - ' o

.-
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confederacy was the ultlmate stage of organization among the American

abongmes, its exxstence would be expected in the most mtelhgant tribes
" ) Onl}’ ) , o .

- It is affirmed by the Iroqums that the confederacy was. formed by a
counc:l. of wise men and chiefs of the five tribes which met for that purpose

-on the north shore of Onondaga Lake, near the site of Syracuse; and that

before its. session was concluded the organization was perfected and set in
immediate operation.. At their periodical councils for raising up sachems
they still explain its origin as the- result of one protracted effort of legisla-

tion. It was probably a consequence of a previous alliance for mutual i

defense, the “advantages of which they had "perceived and whxch they
sought to render permanent.

The origin of the plan is ascribed to-a mythxcal or, at least, tradmon- ;
- ary person, Hi-yo-went-hd, the Hiawatha of Longfellow’s celebrated poem,
‘who was present at this council and the central person in its management. .

In his communications with the counctl he used a wise man of the Onon-
dagas, Da-ga-no -we’-dd, as an interpréter and speaker to expound the
structure and principles of the proposed confederacy. The same trgdmon
further declares that when the work was accomplished Hii-yo-went -hé
mlraculously disappeared in a white canoe, which arose with him in the air
and bore him out of their sight. Other prodigies, according to thls tradi-
tion, attended and sxgnahzed the formation of the confederacy, which is
still celebrated among them as a masterpiece of Indian wisdom. Such in
truth it was; and it will remain in history as a monument of their genius in

‘developing gentile institutions. It will also be remembered as an illustra- -

tion of what tribes of mankind have been able to accomphsh in the art of

“government while in the. Lower Status of barbarism, aﬂd under the dlsad-‘

vantages this condition implies. T L

_ Which of the two persons was the founder of the confederacy it is dlf-
ficult to determme. ‘The silent Ha-yo-went'-hi was, not unlikely, a real per-

-son of Iroquois lineage;* but tradition has enveloped his character so com-
pletely in the supernatural that he loses his place among them as one of -

their number. If Hiawatha were a real person, Da-gd- -no-we’-dé must hold

* My friend Horatio Hale, the emdivent philologist, came, as he informed me, to this conclusion.
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a subordinate place; but if a mythnoal person invoked for the occasion,

. then to the lattgr belongs the credit of planning the confederacy.

The Iroquom affirm that the confederacy, as formed by this councll '
with its powers, funcnons, and mode of admlmstranon, has come down to

' them through many generations to the present time with scarcely a change.
- in its internal ‘organization.. When the Tuscaroms were sabsequently
* admitted, their ‘sachems were allowed by courtesy to sit as equals in the

general council, but the original ,number of sachems was not increased, and

in strictness those of the Tuscaroras formed ng part of the ruling body.
‘The general features of the Iroquois Confederacy may be summarized

in the following propositions :

L. The Confederacy was a union of Five Tribes, composed ofcommon. R

gendes, under one government on the basis of equality ; each Tribe remaining

. independent i all matterspertazmng to local self-government.

1L, It created a General Council of Sachem who were limited in mmber,
equal in rank and authority, and mvested with supreme powers over all matters '
pertaining to the Confederacy. ,

II1. Fifty Sachemths were created and named in perpetmty in certain
gentes of the.several Tribes; with. .power in these gentes to fill vacancies, as often

 as they occm:r@, by election from among their respective members, and with the .

Jurther power to depose from office for cause; but the right to invest these Sachems

- with oﬁce was reserved to the General Councd

“IV. The Sachems of the Confederacy were also Sachems in thezr respective
Tribes, and with the Chcqf.'e of these Tribes fbrmed the Council of each, wlnch

© was supreme over all matters pertaining to the Tribe exclusively.

V. Unammzty in the Cozmczl of the (onféderacy was made essential to every ‘

-0

VI In the Geneml Council the Sachems voted by Trzbes which gave to .

. each Trzbe a negative upon the others.

VIL The Council of eack Tribe had power to convene the General Coumd
but the latter had no power to convene itself. ’

 VIIL The General Council was open to the orators of the people for thef
discussion of publzc questions ;| but the Council alone decided.
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IX The Cmd’ederacy kad 70 duef E'zecutwa MWMW oﬁcml kead.

: Ezpermny the necessity Jor a General Mdztary Commander they
createdtheoﬁcemadualfomt, that one might neulralize the other The two -
principal War-chiefs created sere made equal in powers.
_ ‘These several propositions will be considered and i]lustrated, but with-

out followmg the precise form or order in which they. are stated. - v

At the institution of the confederacy fifty permanent sachemshxps were

. .created and named, and made _perpetual in the gentes to which they were

~ assigned. With the exception of two, which were filled but once, they
have been held by as'many different persons .in succession as generations
bave passéd away between that time and the present. The name of each
sachemshlp is also the personal name of each sachem while he holds the
office, each one in succession taking the name of his predecessor. These
_\_fsachems, when in session, formed the council of the confederacy in which
the legislative, execative, and judicial powers were vested, although such a
discrimination of functions had not come to be made. - To secure order i in
the succession, the several gentes in whlch these- oﬂices were made heredi-
tary were empowered to elect successors from among their respective mem-
bers when vacancies occurred, as elsewhere explained. As a further meas- -,
ure of protection to their.own ‘body, each sachem, after his election and its

confirmation, was invested with his office by a council of ‘the confederacy .

When tlins installed his name was “taken away” and that of the sachem-
ship was bestowed upon him. By this name he was afterwards known R
. among them. - They were a]l upon equahty in rank, authonty, and priv-
- ileges. ;

These sachemships were dlstnbuted unequally among the five tribes; - .
but without giving to either a prepmrderance of power; and unequally
- among the gentes of the last three tribes. The Mohawks had nine sachems,
the Oneidas nine, the Onondagas fourteen, the Cayugas ten, and the Sene-
cas eight. 'This was the number at first, and it has remained the number
~ to the present time. A table of these sachemships, founded at the institu- -
 tion of the Confederacy, with theé names which have been borne by their
sachems in succession, from its formation to the present time, is subjoined,
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with their names in the Seneca dialect, and tbeu' arrangement in cla.sses to . 7

~ facilitate the attaipment of unanimity in council In foot-notes will be . \ -
found the srgmﬁoatlon of these names, and the gentes to which they ' RN
- 'belonged ot - N

Table of saclaeml»ps of the Iroguois"

uomwxs e ' - S

_ Da-ga-e -o-g'ii.1 2. Ha-yo-went’-ha.’ 6 Da-gasno-we-da.

" IL 4. So-#-e-wi'sh* 5. Da-yo-ho-go® 6. O-i-d-go-wi®
IIL. 7. Da-an-no-gé'e-neh.”. 8. Si-da’-gii-e-wii-déh.® 9. His-dd-weh'-

: se-ont-hi® = _ ' o -' - v
_ - ~« . ONEIDAS. - SR
B LT Ho_-dﬁs’éh"-teh."’ 2. G‘m.-no.-gweh’-yo-d'o.n Da.-yo-hﬁ’ gwen- - o
IL 4 So-no-sase’ B 5 To-no-ii-gﬁ -0.*- 6. Ha-de- dﬁﬁ-nent’-hﬁ.” S

TIL 7. Da-wi- "'—o-da-yo.“ 8. Gii-ne-ii-dus’-ha-yeh” 9. Ho-wus’-hi-
: da-o.la . “ - . N - .

ONON DAGAS

. To-do-d#’-ho.® 2. To-nes’-sa-ah. 3. Da.- it'-ga-dose.®
. Gii-nei-di'-je-wake? 5. Ah-wa. -ga-yat? 6. Da-i-yat-gwii-e.
. Ho-no-we-ni-to.®
. Gi-wi-nit'-san-do.®. 9. Hi-¢ -ho* 10 Ho-yo—ne-a ne.” 11

Sa-dd'-kw seh."’ :

V. 12 Sa-go-ga-hﬁ'.” 13. Ho-sa-hd’ do’° 14. Ski-no” -wun-de.

) : ' " 1These names signify as follows: 1. “Neutral,” oxr “ The Shielﬁ.” 2 “Man who Combs.” 3.
L ' *  ¢Ipexhaustible.” 4. ¢Small 8peech.” 5. ““At the Forks.” 6. ‘At the Great River.” 7. *“Dragging . SRR
B v ' his Horns.” 8. ¢“Even-Tempered,” 9. ¢ Hanging up Rattles.” The sachems in class one belonged to oo
Y ‘ the Turtle gens, in class two to the Wolf gens, and in class three-to the Bear gens. T
T L S 10. “A Man bearing a Burden.” 11. “A Man covered with Cat-tail Down.” 12 “Opemng

T ' , . through the Woods.”* 13. “ A Long String.” - 14. “ A ¥an with a Headache.” 15. “Swallowing Him- .
"“ : self” 16. “Place of the Echo.” 17. “War-club on the Ground.” 18. **A Man Steaming Himself.”

- L

W

S IL
mf
1v.

a0 =

. The sachems in the first class belong to the Wolf gens, in the second to the antle gene, and in the
£ ) A third to the Bear gens. - .
LI o : . 19, “Tangled,” Bear gens, 20. « On the Watoh,” Bear gens. This sachem and the one before
¥ . him were Bereditary councillors of the To-do-da’-ho, who held the most illustrious sachemship. 21.
' ¢ Bitter Body,” Snrpe gens. 22, Turtle gens.. 23. This sachem was heredltary keeper of the wampum;
- i , Wolf gens. - _ . .
2 to 24. Deer gens. 2. Deer gens. 26. Turtle gens. 27. Bear gens. 28. “HnnngaGhmpse,”Door : - :
S gens. 29. ‘“Large Month”'l‘urtle gens. 30. “Over the Creek,” Turtle gens. S ’ ’
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- 'L 1. Da-gi'-s-yor 2 Da-_]e-no -da—weh -0 3 Gi da -gwa-sa."
4. So-yo-wasé¥ 5. Ha-de-as yo-no S

IL 6. Da-yo-o-yo go* 1. Jote-ho-weh’-ko‘" 8. De-a-wate -ho.

IIL 9. To-da—e-ho 10. 10. Des -gi'- heh."’

SENECAS.

" L.1. Ga-ne-o-df -yo.** 2. Sa-da-ga -o-yase“ ' ;

IL 3. Gi-no-gi'-e** - 4. Si-geh'jo-wa® = v -

III. 5. Si-de-a-no’-wus® 6. Nis-hi-ne-a’-nent.* .

IV. 7. Ga—no-go-e -di’-we* 8. Do-ne-ho-ga -weh.¥ L

- s . Two of these sachemshlps have been filled but once since their crea-
-~ -8 .. . tion. Hiyo-went-hi and. Da-gino-we'-da consented to take the office . . = *
S . among the Mohawk sachems, and to leave their names in the list upon con- -

- ! - dition that after their demise the two, should remain thereafter  vacant. . _
R o - They were. installed .upon these terms, and the stipulation has been S
¥ A ~ observed to the present day. - At all councils for the investitare of sachems, . L

thelr names are still called with the others as a tnbute of respect to their ','/ PN
memory. The general council, therefore, cons;sted of but forty—elghq L L
members. : : -, ST
Each sachem had an assistant sachem, who was elected by the gens of
his principal from amontr its members, and who was installed with the same
forms and ceremomes. He was styled an “aid” It was his duty to ‘stand
’ behind his superior on all occasions of ceremony, to act as his messenger,
and in general to be subject to his directions. It gave to the aid the office
. of chief, and rendered probable his election as the successor of hiis principal
. ~+ after the decease of the latter. In their figurative language these aids of
’ the sachems were styled “ Braces in the Long House,” which symbohzed
the confederacy.

31. **Man Fr xghtened ” Deer gens. 32. Heron gens 33. Bear gens. 34. Bedargens. 35. Turtle
gens. 36. Not ascertained. 37. “Very Cold,” Turtle gens. 38. Herof gens. 39. Snipe gens. 40.

. . ~ Suipe gens. . _ .
o o 41. ¢ Handsome Lake,” Turtle gens. 42. ‘‘Level Heavens,” Snipe gens: 43. Turtle gens. --44.
@ o ) ‘Great Forehead,” Hawk gens. 45. ‘‘ Assistant,” Bear gens. 46. ‘Falling Day,” Smpe gens. 47,

‘ Hair Burned Off,” Smpe gens. 43, “ Open Door,” Wolf gens.”

.
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§
The names bestowed upon the ongmal sachems' becathe the names of

their respective successors in perpetuity. For example, n_pon.the demise of
Gi-ne-o0-di’-yo, one of the eig‘htv" Seneca “saohems,' his successor would be
- elected by the Turtle gens in wlnch this sachemsh:p was hereditary, and
“when ralsed up by the general council hé would receive this name, in place
~of his own, as a part of the ceremony. - On several different occasions I-
have attended their councils for raising up sachems both at the Onondaga
and Seneca reservations, and witnessed the ceremonies herein referred to.
Although but a shadow of ‘the old confederacy now remams, itis fully
organized with its completnent of ‘sachems and aids, with the exception of -
the Mohawk tribe, which removed to Canada about 1775. Whenever
~ vacancies occur their pIaces are filled, and a general council i is, convened
to install the new sachems and their aids. The present Iroquois are also’
 perfectly familiar with the structureand principles of the ancient confederacy.
~ For all purposes of tribal government the five tribes ware independent
of each other. Their territories: were separated by fixed boundary lines,
and their tribal interests were distinct. . The eight Seneca sachems, in con- -
junction with the other Seneca chiefs, formed the’ "council of the tribe by
. which its aﬁ'alrs were administered, leaving to each of the other ,;nbes the

same control over their separate interests.  .As an orgamzatlon the tribe was

 neither weakened nor. impaired by the confederate compact. Each was in
vigorous life within its appropriate sphere, ‘presenting some analoo-y to our
own States within an embracing Republic. It is worthy of remembrance
that the Iroquois commended to our forefathers .a union of the colomes
similar to their own as early as 1755. They saw in the common interests
~ and common speech of the several. colonies the elements for a confedera-
tion, which was as far as their vision was able to penetrate.

'The tribes occupied posmons of entire equality in the confederacy in

. nghts pnvﬂgges, and obligations. Such special i immunities as were granted

~to one or another indicate no intention to establish an unequal compact or

to concede. unequal privileges. There were organic provisions apparently
investing particular tribes with superior power; as, for example, the Onon-
dagas were allowed fourteen sachems and the Senecas but eight; and a
larger body of sachems would naturally exercise a 'stronger influence in
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L conncll than a smaller. But ‘in tlns case it. gave no addmonal p(\ﬁer, o 'j
. because the sachems of each tribe had an equal voice in forming a decision,

and a negative upon the others. - When in council they agreed by tribes,
and unanimity in oplmon was essential to every public act. . The Onon-

- dagas were made * Keepers of the Wampum,” and ¢ Keepers of the Coun-

cil Brand,” the Mohawks “ Receivers of Tribute” from subjugated tribes,

" and the Senecas “ Keepers of the Door” of the Long Honse. These and
some other similar provisions were made for the comuion advantage

. The cohésive pnnmple of the confederacy did net spring exclusxvely

~ from the beneﬁts of an alliance for mutual protectlon, but had a deepeér

Aoundation in the bond ‘of kin. The confedetacy rested upon the tribes
 ostensibly, but primarily upon common ‘gentes. All the ‘members of the - -
same gens, whether Mohawks, Oneidas, Onondagas, Cayugas, or Senecas, -
were brothers and sisters to each other in virtue of their descent from the
same common ancestor, and they recognized each otler as such with the

" fallest cordiality. When they met, the first i inquiry was the name of each

- other’s gens, and next the immediate pedigree of their respective sachems;
after which they were usuallyfable to find, under their peculiar system of

 consanguinity*, the relationship in which they stood to each other., Three
of the gentes—namely, the Wolf, Bear, and Turtle——-were common to the
five tribes; these and three others were common to three tribes. In effect,
the Wolf gens, through the division of an original tribe into five, was now

_ in five divisions, one of which wasin each tribe. It was the same with the

" Bear and the Turtle- gentes. The Deer, Snipe, and. Hawk gentes -were

~ common to the Senecas, Cayugas, and Qnondagas. . Between the separated
parts of each gens, although its members spoke different dialects of the
same language, there existed a fraternal connection which linked the nations
together with indissoluble bonds. -When the Mohawk of the Wolf gens
recognized an Oneida, Onondaga, Cayuga, or Seneca of the same gens as a
brother, and when the members of the other divided gentes did the same,

* The children of brothers are themselves brothers and sisters to each other; the children of the
latter were also brothers and sisters, and so downwards indefinitely. The children and descendants of
. sigters are the same. The children of a brother and sister are cousins; the children of the latter are
cousins, and so downwards indefinitely. A knowledge of the re]auonslnps to each other of the mem-
bers of the same gens is never lost.
3
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the relatlonshxp was not ideal, but a faet founded upon consangmmty, and_ :
~ upon faith in. an assured lineage older than their dialects and coeval with
-their unity ¢ as one people. In the estimation of an Iroquo:s every member
of his gens; in whatever tribe, was as certamly a kinsman as an own brothers
This cross-relationship between persons of the. same gens in the different

- tribesis still preserved and recognized among them in all its original force.

It exp]ams the-tenacity with which the fragments of the old confederacy

- still cling together If either of the five tribes had seceded from the con- -
4 federacy it. would have severed the bond.of kin, although this would Bave
' been felt but slightly. But had they fallen ‘into collision it would haveé

turned the gens of-the Wolf against their gentile kindred, Bear against Bear;

* ‘in a word, brother against brother. The history of the Iroquois demon-

strates the reality as well as persistency of the bond kin, and the fidelity
“with which it was' respected. ‘During the long period through which the
confederacy endured they never fell into anarchy nor ruptured the orgam-
zation. )

The ‘“Long House” (Eo-da -no-sote) was made the symbol of the con-
federacy,’ and they styled themselves the “People of the Long House”
(Ho-dé' -no-sau-nee). This was the name, and the only name, with which

~ they distinguished- themselves. The confederacy produced a gentile society
“more complex than that of a single tribe, but it was still dlstmctxvely a gentile
society. It was, however, a stage of progress in the direction of a nation,
for natibﬁéiity is reached under gentile institutions. Coalescence is the
last stage in this process The four. Athenian tribes coalesced in Attica into
a nation by\the mtermmglmg of the tribes in the same area, and by the
gradual disappearance of geographlcal lines between them. The tribal
~ names and organizations remained in full vitality as before, but without the .
" basis of an independent territory. - When political society was instituted on -
the basis of the deme or townshlp, and all the residents of the deme became
a body polmc, irrespgctive of their gens. er trlbe, the coalescence became

aplete. \ > .
| /" The coalescence of the Latin and Sabine gentes into. the Roman people

- 1The Long House was not peculiar to the Iroquois, but used by many other tnbes, as the Pow-
hattan Indians of Virginia, the Nyacks of Long Island, and other tribes. : .
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. followed as the fourth. But it does ‘not appear, either among the Grecian

~ of the traditionary period. ;_The process of coalescence anses_later than the
“confederacy in gentile society; but it was a necessary as well as a vital

: fested itself.

. usual though not the exclusive place for bolding the councils of the con-

_to fill vacancies in the ranks of the

" mon Welfare In gom'se of tune, as they multiplied in nu;nbers and theu'

“ was the lament for the deceased ruler whose vacant place was to be filled.
The third was held for the observance of a general religious festival.” It

and nation was a result of the same processes In all alike the gens, phru- .
ltry, and tribe were the first three stages of organization. The confederacy

or Latin tribes in the Later Period of barbansm, that it became more than -
a loose league for offensive and defensive purposes. Of the mature and
details of organization of the Grecla,n and Latin confederacies our knowl-
edge is limited and imperfect, because the facts are buried in the obscarity

stage of progress by means of which the natxon, the - state, and political
society were at last attained. Among the Iroqnms tribes it had not mamg

The valley of Onondaga, as the seat of the central tribe, and the place
where the Council Brand was gsupposed to be perpetually burning, was the

federacy. 1In ancient times it was summoned to convene in the autumn of
eath year, but public exigencies often rendered its meetings more frequent.
Each tribe had power to summon the council, and to appoint the time and
place of meeting at the council-house of either tribe, when circumstan
rendered a change from the usual place at Onondaga desn'abl
council had no power to convene itself. - ‘

Originally the principal object of the cow

i was, to raise up sachems :
ifig body occasioned by death or '
deposition; but it transacte@/a]hﬂ:er business which concerned the com-

three distinct kinds, whlch may be distinguished as ClVll, Mournmg, and’
Religious. 'The first declared war and made peace, sent and received em- -
bassies, entered into treaties with- foreign tribes, regulated the affairs of
subjugated tribes, and took all needful measures to promoté the general
welfare. The second raised up sachems and invested them with office. It
received the name of Mourning Council because the first of its ceremonies
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" was made an occasion “for the confe&erated tnbes tonntte under the auspices "

of a general council in the observance of common religious rites; but as

" the Mourning Councul was attended mth many of the same ceremonies it

~ came in time to answer for both. It is now the only council they hold, as
" the eivil powers of the confederacy terminated thh the supremacy over

" them of  the state. o

' When the sachema met in councll at the time and place appomted and

the usual reception ceremony had been performed, they arranged them-

selves in two divisions and seated themselves upon opposite sides of the -

council-fire. Upon one side were the ‘Mobawk, Onondaga, and Seqeca
sachems. The tribes they represented were, when in council, brother tribes

- to each other and father tnbes to the other two.. In like manner thelr '

‘sachems were brothers to each other and fathers to those opposite. They
constituted a phratry of tribes and of sachems, by an extension of the principle
which united gentes in a phratry On the opposite side of the fire were the
Ongida-and Cayuga and at a later r day the Tuscarora sachems. The tribes they

' represented were brother tribes to each other and son tribes to the opposite
three. Their sachems also were: brothers to each other, and sons of thosein

the opposﬁ:e division. They formed a second tribal phratry. As the Oneidas

~ were a subdivision of the Mohawks, and the Cayugas a subdivision of the -

Onondagas or Senecas, they were in reahty junior tribes; whence their
relation of seniors and juniers, and the application of the phratnc prmcxple
When the tribes are nained in council the' Mohawks, by precedence, are
mentionéd . first. Their tribal. epithet wa%“ The Shield” (Pa-gd-e-o -Ja)
The Onondagas came next, under the eplthet of ¢ -Bearer”(Ho—de—san—

no'-ge-td), because they had been appomted to select and name the fifty -
original sachems. - Next in the order of precedence were the Senecas, under
the epithet of “Door-Keeper” (Ho-nan-ne-ho'-ont) Tiuey were made per-

. petual keepers of the western door of the Long House. The Oneidas, -

under the epithet of “Grest Tree” (Ne-ar’ -de-m-daé(-go—war), ‘and “the

Cayugas, under that of “Great Pxpe” (So-nus'-ho-gwar-to-war), were named .
- fourth 'and fifth. The Tuscaroras, ‘who - came late into \the confederacy,

were named last, and had no distinguishing epithet. Forms, such as these,
were more important in ancient society than we would be apt to suppose.

\
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Unammxty among the sachems was requu'ed upon/ all public questxons, |

‘and essential to- the validity of Gvery pubhc act. Itwas a fundamental law
of the confederacy~ “ They-adopted a. method for aseertammg the opinions
of the members of the council which dispensed with ‘the necessnty of casting

votes. - Moreover, they were entirely’ unacquamted with the. principle of o

majorities and minorities in the aection of councils. They voted in council -
- by tribes, and the sachems of each tribe were required to be-of .one mind
to form a decision. Recognjizing unammlty as a Dnecessary pnnclple, the
founders of the confederacy divided the sachems of each tribe into classes
. 8. a means for 'its attainment. This will be seen by consnltmg the- table
" (supra, p.30).. No sachem was allowed to express an opinion in councd in

the nature of a vote until he had first agreed with the sachem or sachems
of his class upon the opinion to be expressed, and bad been appomted to
act as speaker for the class:. - Thus the eight Seneca sachems being in four
~ classes, could have but four opinions, and the ten Cayuga sachems, being
in the same number of classes, could have but four. In this mamer the )
sachems in each class were first brouO'ht to unammlty among themselves.
A cross-consultation was then held between the four sachems appointed to
- speak for the four classes; “and when they had agreed they designated one

of their number to express their resultmg opinion, which was the answer of

their tribe. When the sachems of the several tribes had, by this ingenious
* method, become of one mind separately, it remained -to compare their sev-.
eral-opigions, and if they agreed the decision of the council was made. If
they failed of ‘8greement the measure was defeated and the council was at
- an end. - The five persons appointed to express the decision, of the five - -
~ tribes may possibly explain the appomtment and the. functions of the six
electors, so called, in the Aztec confederacy ' :

- By this method of gaining assent the equality and mdependence of the
several tribes were recognized and preserved. If any sachem was obdurate
or unreasonable, influences were brogght to bear upon ]nm, through the
preponderating ‘sentiment, which he could not well resist, so that it seldom
happened that inconvenience or detriment resulted from their adherence to
_the rule. Whenever all efforts to procure unanimity had failed; the whole
matter was laid aside because further action had become impossible.

~
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Under a confederacy of tribes the oﬂice of o'eneral (Hosaga-a-yeh’-da- '

go-wé), “Great Waur Soldier,” makes its first appearance. Cases would now

arise when the seveTal tribes in their confederate capacity would be engaged

in-war, and the necessity for a general commander to direct the movements

‘of the united bands would be-felt. The introduction of this office as a
permanent feature in the oovernment was a great event in the history of
human- progress. It was the beginning.of a differentiation of the military.

from the civil power, which, when completed, changed essentially the
external manifestation of the government; but even in later stages of
progress, when the military spmt predominated, the essential character of

- the government was not changed. Gentilism arrested usurpation. With

the rise of the office of general, the government’ was gradually changed

from a government of one power into a government of two powers. The

functions of ‘government became, in course of time, co-ordinated between
the two. This new office was the germ of that of a chief executive magis -
trate, for out of the general came the king, the emperor, and the president,
as elsewhere suggésted. The office sprang from the military necessities of
society, and had 4 logical development,

When the Iroguois confederacy was formed or soon after that event
two permanent war-chiefships were created and named, and ‘both were

- assigned to the Seneca tribe. One-of them (Za-wan'-ne-ars, signifying

needle-breaker) was made hereditary in the Wolf, and the other (So-no’-so-

wi, signifying great oyster shell) in the Turtle gens. The reason assigned °
for giving them both to the Senecas was the greater danger of attack at
the west end of théir territories. They were elected in the sagne manner

as the sachems, Wett' raised up by a general council, and were. equal in
rank and power. Another account states that they were created later.

‘They discovered immediately after the confederacy was formed that the

structure of the Long House was incomplete, because there were no officers

to execute the military commands of the confederacy. A council was con-

vened to remedy the omission; which established the two perpetual war-

chiefs named. As general commanders they had charge of the military -

affairs of the confederacy, and the command of its joint forces when united

- in a‘general expedition. Governor Blacksnake, recently deceased, held the

S Ry T A
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office first named thus showing tBat the successlon has been regularly

maintained. The creation of two principal Wa,r-chlefs instead of one, and
with equal powers, argues a subtle and calculating poljcy to prevent the

domination of a single man even in their military affairs. They did with-.
out experiende precisely as the Romans did in creating two consuls instead

of one, after they had abolished the office of rez. Two consuls would

balance the military power between them, and prevent either from becom- |

ing supreme. Among the Iroquois this office never became influential.

In Indian ethnography the subjects of primary importaice are the
gens, phratry, tribe, and confederacy. They exhibit the organization of
society. Next to these are the tenure and functions of the office of sachem

-and chief, the functions of the council of chiefs, and the tenure and func-

tions of the office of principal war-chief. When these are ascertained the
structure and -principles of their govemmental system will be known. A
knowledge of their usages and customs, of their arts and inventions, and
of their plan of life will then fill out the picture. In the work of Ameri-

‘can investigators too little attention has been given to the former. They

still afford a rich field in which much information may be gathered. Our

~ knowledge, which is now general, should be made minute and comparative,
The Indian tribes in the Lower and in the Middle Status of barbarism

represent two of the great stages of progress from savagery to civilization.
Our own remote forefathers passed through the same conditions, one after
the other, and possessed, there can scarcely be a.doubt, the same, or very
similar institutions, with many of the same usages and customs. However

 little we may be interested in the American Indians personally, their expe-

rience touches us more nearly, as an exemplification of the experience of
our own ancestors. Our primary institutions root themselves in a prior
gentile society in which the gens, phratry, and tribe were the organic
series, and in which the council of chiefs was the instrument of gavernment.
The phenomena of their ancient society must have presented many points
in common with that of the Iroquois and other Indian tribes. This view
of the matter lends an additional interest to the study of comparatlve insti-
tutions of mankind.

-
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The Iroquoxs confederacy is an excellent exemphﬁcatlon of a gentllc

society under this form of organization. It seems to realize all the capa-
bilities of gentile ipstitutions in the Lower Status of batbarism, leaving an

opportunity for further develo ment, but no subsequent plan of govern-
PP ty P! q P

. ment until the institutions of political society, founded upon territory and

upon property, with the establishment of which the gentile organization
would be overthrown. The intermediate stages were transitional, remain-
ing military democracies to the end, except where tyrannies founded upon

- usurpation were temporarily established in their places. The confederacy -

of the Iroquois ‘was essentially democratic, because it was composed of

* gentes each of which was organized upon the common principles of democ-

racy, not of the highest but of the primitive- type; and because the tribes

- reserved the right of local self-government. They conquered other tribes

and held them in subjection, as for example the Delawares ; but the latter

remained under the government of their own chiefs, and added nothing to

the strength of the confederacy. It was impossible in this state of society
to unite tribes under one government who spoke different languages, or to
hold conquered tribes under tribute with any benefit but the tribute.

This exposition of the Iroqums confederacy is far from exhaustive of

the facts, but it has been carried far enough to answer my present object.

. The Iroquois were a vigorous and intelligent people, with a brain approach-

ing in volume the Aryan average. Eloquent in oratory, vmdlctlve in war,
and indomitable in perseverance, they have gained a place i in history. If
their military achievements are dreary with the atrocities of savage warfare,

they have illustrated some of the highest virtues of mankind in ther rela-

tions with each other. The confederacy which they orgamzed must be
regarded as a remarkable production of wisdom and sagacity. One of its

‘avowed objects was peace—to remove the cause of strife by uniting their

tribes under ene government; and then extending it by incorporating other
tribes of the same name and lineage. They urged the Eries and the Neu-
tral Nation to become members of the confederacy, and for their refusal
expelled them from their borders. Such an insight into the highest objects
of government is credxtable to their intelligence. Their numbers were
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: ' 'was anciently universal among the tribes in-the Gano . ' e
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- proves the high grade of the stock.*

MORGAN.}

small, but they counted in theif ranks a la

. “For the prevalence of the organization into gen‘tes or clans among-the Indian tribes, see Ancient
Society, ch. vi. ‘Since the publication of that work the same organizatien has been found by Mr. Ban--
delier by personal expleration among the Pueblo tribes in New Mexico, who speak the Quéris .
among whom his work thus far has been confined. Descent is in the femals line, The same idefatiga~
ble stundent has found very satisfactory evidence of the same organizdtion among the ancient Mexicans.
(See article on “ The Social Organization and Mode of Government of the Anciens Mexicans,” Peabody

Museum, Twelfth Annual Report, p.576.) He has also found additional evidence of the same organiza-

wénian family,
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rge number of able men. This




CHAPTER II.

'THE LAW OF HOSPITALITY AND ITS GENERAL PRACTICE.

When America was discovered in its several parts the Indian tribes
were found in dissimMar conditions.” The least advanced tribes were with-
out the art of pottery, and without horticulture, and were, therefore, in sav-

Lo _ agery. But in the arts of life they were advanced as far as is implied by its

Upper Status, which found them in possession of the bow and arrow.  Such

were the tribes in the Valley of the Columbia, in the Hudson Bay Terri-

B o tory, in parts of Canada, California, and Mexico, and some of the coast
o o tribes of South America. The use of pottery, and the cultivation of maize
and plants, were unknown among  them. They depended for subsistence
upon fish, bread, roots, and game. The second class were intermediate

between them and the Village Indians. They subsisted upon fish and game:

and the p;'oducté of a limited horticulture, and were in the Lower Status of

- barbarism. Such were the Iroquois, the New England and Virginia Indians,
. the Creeks, Cherokees, and- Choctaws, the Shawnees, Miamis, Mandans,
Minnitarees, and other tribes of the United States east of the Missouri River,

togethér with certain tribes of Mexico and South America in the same con-

dition of advancement. Many of them lived in villages, some of which
were stockaded, but village life was not as distinctive and common among
.. them as it was among the most advanced tribes. The third class were the
. Village Indians proper, who depended almost exclusively upon horticulture
for subsistence, cultivating maize and plants by irrigation. They con-
structed joint tenement houses of adobe bricks and of stone, usually more
than one story high. Such were the tribes of New Mexico, Mexico, Cen-
tral America, and upon the plateau of the Andes. These tribes were in the -

A Middle Status of barbarist.
o >
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The weapons, arts, usages, and customs, inventions, architecture, insti- .
tutions, and form of government of all-alike bear the impress of & common
mind, and reveal, in their wide range, the successive stages of development
of the same original conceptions. OQur first mistake consisted in overrating
the degres of advancement of the Village Indians, in com'parison with that
of the other tribes; our second in underratmg that of the latter; from which
" resulted a third, that of separating one from the other, and regarding them

as different races.

The evidence of their unity of origin has now accumu-

lated to such a deo'ree as to leave no reasonable doubt upon the question.
The first two classes of tribes always held the preponderatmo- power, at .
least in North America, and furnished the migrating bands which replen-
ished the ranks of the Village Indians, as well as the continent, with inhabit-

ants.

It remained for the Village Indians to invent the process of smelting

iron ore to attain to the Upper Status of barbarism, and, beyond that, to
invent a phonetic alphabet to reach the first stage of civilization. One
entire ethnical period intervened between the hwhest class of Indians and

the beginning of civilization.*

It seems sirigular that the Village Indians, who ﬁrst became possessed
of maize, the great American cereal, and of the art of cultivation, did not

‘rise to supremacy over the continent.

With their increased numbers and

more stable subsistence they might have been expected to extend their

*PROPOSED ETHNIC OR CULTURE PERIODS.

PERIOD OF 8AVA GERY.

Subperiods. Conditions.
Older Periof - -« - -« ceeeeeeeecae eee Lower Status,
Middle Period..ceee e ieceuenn oo ... Middle Slatus.
Later Perio@ e aenceoonnvannn. Upper Status.

PERIOD OF BARBARISM.

Subperiods, o Conditions.
OQlder Period ... ccoveoeeoian.... Lower Status.
Middle Period.......ccet eeeeoom... Middle Status.
Later Period ... . eeeeeouseeen-.... Upper Status.

PERIOD OF CIVILIZATION. -
- . RECAPITULATION.
OLDER PERIOD OF SAVAGERY.— From the in fancy of the Immm race to the knowlcdge of fire and the

: Muﬂs:t:on of a fish subsistence.

MIDDLE PERIOD.—Froin the acquisition of « fish subsistence to the invent.on of the bow and arrow. _

LATER PERIOD.—From the invention of the bow and arrow to the intention of the art of pottery.

OLDER PERIOD OF BARBARIsM.—From a knowledge of pottery o the domestication of animals in the.
eastern hemisphere, and in the western to the cultivation of maize and plants by irrigation.

MIDDLE PERIOD. —From the domestication of ammale 4c., to the invention of the process of smelting

iron ore,

LATER PERIOD.—From the Lnowledge of iron to the invention of a phonettc alphabet, or to the use of

hieroglyphs upon stone as an equicalent.

CIVILIZATION.—From ﬂw invention of a phonetic alphabet and the use of letters in literary oomponhon

. to the present time.
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 power and spread their mlgratmg ba.nds over the most valuable areas to
 the gradual displacement of the ruder tribes. But in_this respect they sig-

nally failed. The means of sustaining life among the latter were remarka-
bly persistent. The higher culture of the Village Indians, such as it was,

. did not enable them to advance, either in their’ weapons or in the art of °

war, beyond  the more barbarous tribes, except as a superior house archi-

tecture tended to render their v1llages and their habitations 1mpregnable to
‘Indian assault. . Moreover, in the art of government they had not been able
- to rise above gentlle institutions and establish polifical society. This fact

demonstrates the impossibility of prmleged classes and of potentates, under

.theu' institutions, with power to enforce the labor of the people for the erec-

tion of palaces for thelr use, and explains the absence of such structures. - -
" Horticulture and other domestic arts spread from the Village Indians.
to the tribes in the Lower Status of barbarism, - and thus advanced them

" materially in their onward progress toward the higher condition of the Vil- .

lage Indians. Numerous tribes were thus raised out of savagery into bar- .
barism by appropriating the arts of life of tribes above them. This
process has been a constant phenomenon in the history of the human race.
It is well illustrated in America, where the Red Race, one in origin and

. possessed of homogeneous institations, were in ‘three dlﬁ'erent ethmcal

conditions or stages of culture. I :
*  There are certain usages and customs of the Indian tribes generally -

‘ which ténd to explain their plan of life—their large households, their

houses, and their house architecture. They deserve a careful consideration

~and even further investigation beyond the bounds of our present knowledge.

The influence of American civilization has very generally broken up their

" old plan of life, and introduced a new one more analogous to our own.
It has been much the same in Spanish America. The old usages and cus-

toms, in the particulars aﬁbut to be stated, have now so far disappeared in
their pure forms that their recovery is not free from dlﬂiculty Those to be
considered are the following: :
1. The law of hospitality.
I1. Communism in living.
IIL The ownership of lands in common.
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L 4 IV. The practice of having but one prepared meal each day—a dinner.
e o V. Their separation at meals, the men eating first and by themselves, and '
S the women and children afterards.

The discussion will be confined to the penod of European discovery and
to later periods while these practices remained. The object will be to
show that these usages and customs existed among them when America
‘was discovered in its several parts, and that they remamed in pra.ctme for
some tinre after these several penods.

. THE LAW OF HOSPITALITY.-
. »

Among the Iroquois hospitality was an established usage. If a man
entered an Indian house in any of their villages, whether a villager, a
tribesman, or a stranger, it was the duty of the women therein to set food
before him. An omission to do this would have been a discourtesy amount-
ing to an affront. If hungry, he ate; if not hungry, courtesy required that
he should taste the food and thank the giver. This would be repeated at
évery house he entered, and at whatever hour in the day. Asa customitwas
upheld by a rigorous public sentiment. The same hospjtality was extended
to strangers from their own and from other tribes. Upon the advent of
the European race among them it was also extended ‘to them.” This char-
acteristic of barbarous society, wherein food was the principal concern of
life, is a remarkable fact. The law of hospitality, as administered by the
American aborigines, tended to the final equalization of subsistenice. Hun—
ger and destitution could not exist-at one end of an Indian village or in
one section of an encampment while plenty prevailed elsewhere in the
same village or encampment. It reveals a plan of life among them at the .
period of European discovery which has not been sufficiently considered.

A singular illustration of the powerful influence of the custom upon
the Indian mind came to my notice some years ago at the Seneca Reserva-
tion in New York. A Seneca chief, well to do in the world, with farm
lands and domestic animals which afforded him a comfoitable subsistence,
had lost his wife by death, and his daughter, educated in the usages of
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cmhzed hfe, took the posxtlon of housekeeper The old man, referring to
ths ancient custom, requested his daughter to keep the usual food con-
stantly prepared ready to offer to any person who entered their house, saying

that he did not wish to see this custom of their forefathers laid aside. Their_

changed condition, and particularly the adoption of the regular meals of

civilized society, for.the time of which the visitor might reasonably be

expected to wait, did not in his mind outweigh the sanctity of the custom.!

- In July, 1743, John Bartram made a journey from Phl]adblphla to
Onondaga to attend, with Conrad Weisar, a council of the Onondaga, Mo-
hawk, Oneida, and Cayuga chpfs At Shamokin he quartered with_a
trader who had .an Indlan wife, and at a village of the Delawares. “Ag

soon as we alighted,” he remarks, “they showed us ‘where to lay our lug-
", gage, and then brought us a bowl of boiled squashes, cold. This I then
. thought- poor entertainment, but before T came back I had learned niot to

despise good Indian food. ‘This hospitality is agreeable to. the honest sim-

plicity of ancient times, and is so persistently adhered to that not only what -

'~ is already dressed is immediately set before a traveler, but the most press- - s
ing business is postponed to prepare the best they can get for him, keeping S
‘it a8 a maxim that he must always be hungry. Of this we found the good, -

. effects in the ﬁesh and bread they got ready for us”™ We have here a per-

fect illustration among the Delawares of the Iroquois ruleto set food before

a persoh when he first entered the house. ~Although they had in this case-

nothing better than boiled squash to offer, it was done immediately, after

. which they commenced prepa.rmg a more substantlal repast. . Delaware and

Iroqums usages were the same.

~ The council at Onondaga lasted two days, a iMhe close of which they

had each day a dinner in common. *This council [first day] was followed
by afeast. After four o’clock we all dined together upon four great kettles of
Indian-corn soup, which we emptied, and then every chief retired to his

‘home. * * * The conference [second day] held till three, after which

we dined. The repast consisted of three great kettles of Indian-corn soup,

or thin hominy, with dried eels and pt'her fish boiled in it, and one .kettle

1William Parker was the chief named, a noble specimen of a Seneca Iroquois.
3 Bartram’s Observations, &c., London edition, 1751, p. 16.

!




MoRGAR) | VIRGINIA INDIANS. . 47

~

fall of young squashes and their flowers boiled in water, and a little meal -
~.mixed. -This dish was but weak food. Lastaf all was served a great bowl-
* fall of Indian dumplings made of new soft corn cut or scraped off the ear,
with the addition of some boiled beans, lapped well in Indlan-corn leaves.
- This is good hearty provision.™ t .
| “ Again,” he remarks, “we prepared- for settmg forward and many of
" the chiefs came once more to make their farewells. Some of them brought
us provisions for our journey. We shook hands : agam and set out at nine.”
One of the earliest notices of the hOSplta]lty of the Indian tribes of
the United States was by the expedition of Philip Amidas and Arthur Bar-
low, under the auspices of -Sir Walter Ralexgh which visited the Algonkin
" tribes of North Carolina in the summer of 1584. They landed at the Island
of Wocoken, off Albemarle Sound, when “there came down from all parts
great store of people,” whose chief was Granganimeo. “ He was very just
of his promises, for oft we trusted him, and would come within his day to
keep his word. He sent us commonly every day a brace of ‘ducks, conies,
h'areé; and fish, sometimes melons, walnuts, cucumbers, pease, and divers
roots. * * * After this acquaintance, myself, with seven more, went
thirty miles into the river Occam, that runneth toward the city Skicoack, and.
the evening following we came to an isle called Roanoak, from the harbor
where we entered seven leagues: Atthe north end were nine houses, builded = .
with cedar, fortified round with sharp trees [palisaded] and the entrance like =
a turnpike [turnspit]. When we came towards it, the wife of Granganimeo
came running out to meet us (her husband was absent), commanding her
people to draw our boat ashore for beating on the billows. Others she
appointed to carry us on their backs aland, others to bring our oars into
the house for stealing. "'When we came into the other room (for there were
five in'the house) she caused us to sit down by a great fire; and after took
off our clothes and washed them, of some our stockins, and some our
feet in warm water; and she herself took much pains to see all things well
ordered and to provide us victuals. After we had thus dried ourselves she

" brought us into an inner room, where she sat on the board standing along

the house, somewhat like frumenty; sodden venison, and roasted fish; in

1Bartram’s Journal, p. 59. 2Ib., p. 63.
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like manner melons raw, bdiled ToOts, and fruits of divers kinds. Their

drink is commonly water boiled with ginger, sometimes with sassafras, and

~ ‘wholesome herbs. * * * A more kind, loving people cannot be Be-
" yond this isle is the main land, and the great river Occam, on which smnd-
eth a town called Pomeiok.™ |
- This is about the ﬁrst if not the first, Enghsh plcture we have of

Indian life and-of English and Indian intercourse in America. It is highly
creditable to both parties; to the Indians for their unaffected kindness and

" hospitality, and to the Englisl for their appreciation of both, and for the
" absence of any act of injustice. At the same time it was simply an appli-

cation by the natives of their rulef®f hospitality among themselves to theu:
iorelgn visitors, and not a new thing in their experience.
“In the narrative of the expedition of Hernando de Soto to Florida in

1539, by a gentleman of Elvas, there are references to.the customs of the :
Indian tribes of South Carolina, the Cherokees, Choctas, and Ghickasas,

and of some of the tribes west of ‘the Mississippi, whom the expedition

visited one after anqther. They are brief and incomplete, but sufficiently

indicate the point we are attempting to illustrate. It was a hostile rather
than a friendly visitation, and the naturally free hospitality of the natives

- was frequently checked and turned into enemity, but many instances of

friendly intercourse are mentioned in this narrative. *The fourth of April

" the governor passed by a town called Altamaca, and the tenth of the month -

he came to Ocute. The cacique sent him two thousand Indians with a

present, to wit, many conies and partridges, bread of maize, two hens and

many dogs.” Again: “ Two leagues before he came to ‘Chiaha, there met
him fifteen Indians loaded with maize which the cacique had sent; and
they told him on his behalf that he waited his coming with twenty barns
full of it.”® ~ ¢ At Coga the chief commanded his Indians to void their houses,

. wherein the governor and his men were lodged. There was in the barns
and in the fields great store of maize and French beans. The country was.
greatly inhabited with many great towns and many sown fields which

! Smith’s History of Virginia, &c. Reprint from London edition of 1627. Richmond edition,
1819, i, 83, 84. Amidas and Barlow’s account is also in Hakluyt’s Coll. of Voyages, iii, 301-7.

3 Historical Collections of Louisiana, part ii. A Narratlve of the Expedition of Hernando de

Soto into I'lorida, by & Gentleman-of Elvas, p. 139.
3Ib. p. 147.. ,
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réached from one to the other.™ After crossing the Mississippi, of which
De Soto was the first discoverer, he “rested in Pacaka forty days, in all
which time the two caciques served him with great store of fish, mantles,
and skins, and strove who should do him greatest service™

The justly celebrated Moravian missionary, John Heckewelder, obtained,
through a long experience, an intimate acquaintance with the manners and

 customs of the Indian tribes. - He was engaged in diréct migsionary labor,
‘among the Delawares and Munsees chiefly, for fifteen years (1771-1786) on

the Muskingum and Cuyahoga in Ohio, where, besides the Delawares and
Munsees, he came in contact with Tusearoras and other tribes of Iroquois lin-

" eage. He was conversant with the usages and customs of the Indian tribes

of Pennsylvania and New York. His general knowledge justifies the title
of his work, “History, Manners, and Customs of the Indian Nations, who -
once inhabited Pennsylvania and the neighboring States,” ‘and gives.the
highest credibility to his statements. , :

In discussing the general character of the Indians, he remarks as fol-
lows: “They think that he [the Great Spirit] made the earth and all that

-it contains for the common good of mankind; when he stocked the country
_that he gave them with plenty of game, it was not for the benefit of a few,
“ but of all. Everything was given.in common to the sons of men. What-

ever liveth on the land, whatsoever groweth out of the earth, and all that
is in the rivers and waters flowing through the same, was given jointly to
all, and every one is entitled to his share. From this principle hospitality
Hows as from its source. With them it is not a virtue, but a strict duty;
hence they are never in search of excuses to avoid giving, but freely sup-
ply their neighbors’ wants from the stock prepared for their own use. They
give and are hospitable to all withouf exception, and will always share with
each other and often with the stranger to the last morsel. They rather
would lie down themselves on an empty stomach than have it laid to their
charge that they had neglected their duty by not satisfying the wants of
the stranger, the sick, or the needy. The stranger has a claim to their hos-
pitality, partly on account of his being at a distance from his family and
friends, and partly because he has honored them with his visit and ought to

. iTb.p.152.  iIb. p.175. L
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,"’Jleave them mth a good 1mpress|on on hls mmd the sxck and the poor
' because they have a right to be helped out of the common stock, for if the

meat they have been served with was taken from the woods it was common -
to-all before the hunter took it; if corn or vegetables, it had grown out»of the
common ground yet not by the ‘power of man, but by that of the Great '
Spirit.™

This is a clear and definite statement of the prmclple of hospltalrty as
it was observed by the Indian tribes at the epoch of theéir discovery, with-

- the Indians’ reasons on whlch the obllgatlons rested. . We recognize in th:s

law of ‘hospitality a conspicuous virtue of mankmd in barbarism.

Lewis and Clarke refer to the usages of the tnbes of the Mlssoun,
which were precisely the same as those of the Iroquoxs 4Tt is the custom
of all the nations on the Missouri,” they remark, “to offer every white man
food and refreshments when he first enters their tents” This was sxmply
applying their rules of hospitality among themselves to their white visitors.

“About 183738 George Catlin wintered at the Mandan Village, on |
the Upper Missouri. He was an accurate and mte]hgent observer, and his
work on the. ‘ Manners and Customs of the North American Indians” is a .

valuable contribution to. American ethnography.  The principal Mandan
wvillage, which then contained fifty houses and fifteen hunidred people, was

surrounded with a palisade. It was well situated for game, but they did
not depend exclusively upon this source of subsistence. "They cultivated
maize, squashes, pumpkins, and tobacco in garden beds, and gathered wild
berries and a species of turnip on the prax'ies.- ‘“ Buffalo meat, hotvever,”
says Mr. Catlin, “is the great staple and staff of life in this country, and

seldom, if ever, fails to afford them an abundant means of subsxstence

* * * During the summer and fall months they use the meat fresh, ‘and

’ cooL it in a great variety of ways—by roasting, broﬂmg, boiling, stewing, '

smoking, &c., and, by boiling. the ribs and joints with the marrow in them,
make a delicious soup, whlch is umversally used and in vast quantities..
The Mandans, I find, have o regular or stated times for their meals, but
generally eat about twice in the twenty-four hours. The pot is always

t Heckewelder, - Indmn Nations, Plulsdelphm ed., 1876, p. 101.
2 Travels, etc., London edition, 1814, p. 649. :
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boiling over the fire, and any one who-is hungry, elther from the house-

-hold or from any other part of the wllage, has a right to order it taken off -

and to fall too, eating as he pleases Such is an unvarying custom among
the North American Indxans, and T very much doubt whether the civilized -

‘world haveyin ‘their institutions any system which can. properly be called
" more hum e and charitable. Every man, woman, or childin Indian com-

munities is’ allowed to enter any one’s lodge, and even that of the chief of

the nation, and eat when they are hungry, yrowded misfortune or necessity
‘has drawn them to it. Even so can the poorest and most worthless drone of
the natlon, if he i is too lazy to hunt or to supply hxmself ‘he can walk into

any lodge, and every one will share with him as long as there is anything

~ to eat. He, however, who thus begs when he is able to hunt, pays dear

for his meat, for he is stigmatized with the disgraceful ‘epithet of poltroon
and beggar? Mr. Catlin puts the case rather. strongly when he turns the -

free hospitality of the household into a right of the guest’ to entertainment

independently of their consent. It serves to show that the provxsxons of the
household, whiclgfhs he elsewhere states, consisted of from twenty to forty
persons, were used .in common, and that each household shared their pro-
visions in the exercise of hospitality with any inhabitant of the village who
came to the house hungry, and with strangets‘from other tribes as well.
Moreover, he speaks of this hospitality as universal amongst the Indian
tribes. It is an important statement, because few men in the early period

- of intercourse with the western tmbes have. traveled so extensively among

them.
- ‘The tribes of the Columbxa Valley lived upon fish, bread-roots, and
game. Food was abundant at certain seasons, but there were times of

-scarcity even .in this. favored area. Whatever provisions they had were
shared freely with each other, with guests, and with strangers. Lewis and
. Clarke, in 1804~1806, visited in their celebrated expedition the ‘tribes of

the Missouri and of the Valley of the Columbia. They experienced the

‘same generous hospitality whenever the Indians possessed any food to offer,

and their account is the first we have at all special of these numerous tribes.
Frequent references are made to their hospitality. The Nez Percéé “set -

' Manners and Customs of the Nérth American Indians, Hazard's edition, 1857, i, 200.
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-before them a small'piece of buffalo meat, some dried. salmon, berries, and
several kinds of roots. 'Among these last is'one which is round and much "
‘like an onion in appearance, and sweet to the taste. It is called quamask,

and is eaten either in its natural state or boiled into a kind of soupormade _.. : . . -

into a cake, which is then called pasheco.  After the long abstinence, thls,was
a sumptuous treat; and we returned the kindness of the people by’ a&’ew

small presents, and " then went on in company with one of the chiefs to a .

second village, in the same plain, at a. distance of.two miles. Here the -
party was treated with great kindness, and passed the night.” Of another
tribe they remark, “As we approached the village most of the women, though
apprised of our being expected, fled with their children into the neighbor-
- ing woods.. The men, however, received us w1thout any app;ehenswn, and -

© gave us a plentiful supply of provisions. Tﬁe plains were now crowded -

~with Indians, who came’to see the persons of the whites, and the strange
‘things they brought ‘with them ; but as our guide was perfecﬂy a stranger
to their la,mruhge we could converse by signs only.”

- The "Indians of the Columbia, unlike the tribes prevxously named
boiled their food in wooden vessels, or in ground cavities lined thh skins,
by means of heated stones. They were ignorant of pottexjy. “QOn enter;

ing one of their houses he [Captain Clarke] found it crowded with men,
women, and children, who immediately provided.-a mat for him to sit on,
and one of the party undertook to preparé something eat. Hebeganby
bringing in a piece of pine wood that had drifted down the river, which he -
split into small pieces with a wedge made of the elk’s horn by means of a
mallet of stone curiously carved. The pieces were then 1a1d on -the fire, -
and several round stones placed-upon them. One of the SqQUaWs Tow
~brought a bucket of water, in which was a large salmon - about half dned
and as the stones became heated they were put into the bucket tlll the sal-
mon was sufficiently boiled for use It was then tgken out, put ona plaf-
ter of rushes neatly made, and laid before Captain C]arke, and another was
boiled for each of his men® - '

One or two additional cases, of which a large number are mentloned
by these authors, will suiﬁmenﬂv illustrate the- practnce of hOSpltallt\ of

“Tla,vels, etc, p- 330 . *Travels, ete .y P 334. » 3Tr:wels, ete., 303

¢
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 these ti;ibeé -and its universality. They went to a village of seven houses
of the ("hlllucklttequaw tribe and to the house of the chief. He received
us kmdly,” the) remark, ‘“and set before us 'pounded fish, ﬁlberts, nuts,
the berries of the sacacommis, and white bread made of roots. * * *
The village is a part of the same nation with the village we passed above,
the language « of the two being the same, and their houses of similar form
and materials,)and calculated to contain about thirty souls. The inhabit-

ants were unusually hospitable and- good humored.” While among the |

Shoshonees, and before arriving at the Columbm, they ¢ reached an Indian
lodge of brush inhabited by seven families of the . Shoshonees. They
behaved with great civility, and gave the whole party as much boiled sal-
mon as they could eat, and added a present of several dried salmon and a

considerable quantity of chokechinies;” and Captain Lewis remarks of

the same people, that * an Indian invited him into his bower, and gave him
- a small morsel of boiled antelope, and a piece of fresh salmon roasted.
- This was the first salmon he had seen, and perfectly satisfied him that he
was now on the waters of the Pacific™ Thus far among the tribes we

find a literal repetition of the rule of hospitality as practiced by the Tro-

-quois. Mr. Dall, speaking of the Aleiits, says, * hospitality was one of
their prominent traits,”* and waers, of the Pomo Indians of California
remarks, that they would always divide the last morsel of dried salmon

" with genuine savage thriftlessness,” and of the Mi-oal’-a-wa-gun,. that,

*like all California Indians, they are very hospxtable _ .

; Father Marquette and Lieutenant Joliet, who first discovered the Upper
Mississippi in 1673, had friendly intercourse with some of the tribes on its
eastern bank, and were hospitably entertained by them. * The council being

~over, we were invited to a feast, which consisted of' foul dishes. The’ﬁxst
was a dish of sagamite—that is, some Indian meal boiled in water and
seasoned with grease—the master of ceremonies holding a spoonful of it,
which he put thrice into my mouth and then did the like to M. Joliet.- The

1 Travels, etc., p. 375-376.
s Ib. p. 288.
"~ 31b, p. 268.
. *On the Remains of Later Prehlstorxc Man, Alaskn Ter., Smlthsoman Cont., No 318 p.3. Travels,
~et_c -Phila. ed., 1796, p. 171.
’ &Powell’s Contributions to North American Ethnology, Power's Tribes of California, vol. iii, p. 153,

Cq
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second dish consisted 'bf three fish, whereof he took a piece, and having

taken out the bones and blown upon it to cool it, he put it into my mouth.

The third dish was a large dog, which they had killed on” purpose, but
understanding that we did not eat this animal they sent it away. The fourth
was a piece of buffalo meat, of which they put the fattest pieces into our
mouths,” | " E S ,
Lower down the river, below the mouth of the Ohio, they fell in with
~amether tribe, of whom they speak as follows: “ We therefore disembarked

‘and went to their village. They entertained us with buffalo and bear’s-

meat and white plums, which were excellent. We observed they had guns,
knives, axes, shovels, glass beads, and bottles in which they put their
-powder. They wear their hair long as the Iroquois, atid their women' aze

dressed as the Hurons.”2

In 1766 Jonathan Carver visited the Dakota tribes of the Mississippi,

the Sauks and Foxes, and Winnebagos of Wisconsin, and the Ojibwas of -

Upper Michigan. He speaks generally of the hospitality of these tribes
~ a8 follows: *“No people are more hospitable,” kind, and free than the

Indians. . They will readily share with, any of their own tribe the last part
of their provisions, and even with those of a different nation, if they chance

to come in when they are eating. Though they do not keep‘one common
stock, yet that ‘commuhity of goods which is so prevalent ar;long them, and
their generous disposition, render it nearly of the same effect.” The
© “community of goods, which is so prevalent among them,” is explained by
their large households formed of related families, who shared their provis-
ions in common.. The “seven families of Shoshonees” in one-house, and
also the houses * crdwdpd‘ with men, women, and children,” mentioned by

Lewis and Clarke, are fair samples of Indian households in the early period.

We turn again to the southern tribes of the United States, the Cher-

. dkes, Choctas, Chicka.sa's,x gmd Confederated Creek btribes., James Adair,
whose work was ‘published in 1775, remarks generally upon their usages
in the following language: “They are so ‘hospitable, kind-hearted, and

! Historical ébuéctions of Lonisiéna, part ii. An Account of the Discovery of somé ‘New Countries
and Nations of North America in 1673, by Pere Marquette and Sieur Joliet, p..287. ’
#Ib., p. 293. 3Carver's Travels, etc., Phila. ed. 1796, p. 171. '
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free, that they would share with those of their own tribe the last part of
their own provisions, even to a single ear of corn; and to others, if they

open generous temper is a standing virtue among them; to be marrow-

accounted a great crime, and to reflect scandal on the rest of the tribe.
Such wretched misers they brand with bad characters. * * *  The
Cherokee Indians have a pomted Provelblal expression to the same effect—
sinnawdh ni wdra, the great hawk is at home. Hewever, it is a very : rare
thing to find any of them of a narrow temper; and though they do not
kéep one promiscuous common stock, yet it is to the very same effect; for
every one has his own family or tribe; and when one of them is speaking,

of my house,’ or ‘it is my house’ * * * When the Indians are travel-
“ing in their own country, they inquire for a house of their own tribe [gens];
and if there be any, they go to it, and are kindly received, though they
_never saw the persons before—they eat, drink, and regale themselves with
as much 'free,dom as at their own table, which is the solid ground covered

the Jewish'sanhedrim, where, almost every night, the head men convene
about public business; or the town’s people to feast, sing, dance, and rejoice
in the divine presence, as will fully be described hereafter. And if a

bed covered with the softened skins of bears or buffaloes to sleep on. But,
~when his lineage is known to the people (bya stated custom, they are slow.
in greetmv one another), his relations, if he has any there, address him in
a familiar way, invite him home, and treat him as a kinsman” All these
tribes were organized in gentes or clans, and the gentes of each tribe were
usually reintegrated in two or more phratries: It is the gens to which Mr.
Adair refers when he speaks of the “family,” “relations,” and *‘lineage.”
We find among them the same rule of ho;pltalxty, substantlally, as prevailed
among the Iroquois. ‘

1 Hlstory of tho Amenczm Indlans, London ed., 1775, p. 17.

called when' they were eating; for they have no stated meal time. An’

hearted, especially to those in want, or to any of their own family, is

either of the individuals or habitations of any of his tribe, he says, ‘he is |

with a bear-skin. * * * Every town has a state-house or symedrion, as.

stranger calls there, he is treated with the greatest civility and hearty kind-.._
ness—he is sure to find plenty of their simple home fare, and a large cane- -
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It is a reasonable conclusion, therefore, that among all the tribes, n'orth
of New Mexico, the law of hospltahty as practiced by the Iroquois, was
umversally recognized ; and that in all Indian villages and encampments
‘without distinction the hungry were fed through the open hospitality of
those who possessed a surplus. Nntwnthstandmg this generous custom, it
;is. well known that the Northern Indmns were often fearfully pressed for the
“means of subsistence during a portion of each year. A bad season for
their limited productions, and the absence of acéumul’ated stores, not unfre-
quently engendered famine over large districts. ~From the severity of the
- struggle for subsistence, it is ‘not sur pmsmo that immense areas were
_entirely uninhabited, that other large areas were thinly peopled, and that
_dense population nowhere existed. ' :
Among the Village Indians of New Mexico the same hospitality is now
extended to Americans visiting their pueblos, and which presumptively is
simply a reflection of their usage among themselves and toward other
~ tribes. In 1852 Dr. Tenbroeck, assistant silrgeon United - States 'Army, ,
accompanied his command to the Moki pueblos. In his journal he remarks: .
“Between eleven and twelve to-day we arrived at the first towns of Moki.
All the inhabitants turned out, crowding the streets and house-tops to have
a view of the white men. All the old men pressed forward to shake hands
with us, and we were most hospitably received and -conducted to the gov-
ernor’s house, where we were at once feasted upon guavas and a leg of
~ mutton broiled upon the coals. After the feast we smoked with them, and
they then said that we should move our camp in, and that they would give ‘ ‘ .
us a room and plenty of wood for the men, and sell us corn for the animals.”*
In 1858 Lieut. Joseph C. Ives was at the Moki Pueblo of Mooshakneh [Mi-
shong-i-ni-vi].. “The town is neaily square,” he remarks, *and surrounded
by a stone wall-fifteen feet high, the top of which forms a landing extending .
around the whole. Flights of stone steps lead from the first to a second
landing, upon which the doors of the houses open. Mounting the stairway
opposite to the ladder, the chief crossed to the nearest door and ushered us

into a low apartment, from which two or three others opened towards the
mterlor of the dwelling. Our host courteously asked us to be seated upon

g ! Schopleraft’s History, Condition, and Prospects of fhe Indian Tribes, iv, 81.
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. some skins spread along the floor against the wall, and presently his wife
’ brou'ght' in a vase of water and a tray filled with a singular substance that
looked ‘more like sheets of thin blue wrapping paper rolled up into bundles
than anythmv else that I have ever seen. I learned afterwards that it was
made of corn meal, ground very fine, made into a gruel, and poured over
a heated stone to be baked. When dry it has a surface slightly polished
like-paper. 'The sheets are folded and rolled together, and form the staple
article of food with the Moki Indians. As the dish was intended for our
entertainment, and looked clean, we all partook of it. It had a delicate
fresh-bread flavor, and. was not at all unpalatable, parﬁcu]arly when eaten
- with salt.”?
- Lieutenant-Colonel (now Geneml) Emorv visited . the- lea vxllaoes
on the Gila River in 1846. “I rode leisurely in the rear through the
thatched huts of the Pimos. Each abode consisted of a dome-shaped wicker-
~work about six feet high, and from twenty to fifty feet in diameter, thatched
with straw or cornstalks. In front is usually a lirge arbor, on top of which
is pl]ed the cotton in the pod for drying. In the houses were stowed
watermelons, pumpkins, beans, corn, and wheat, the three last articles gener-
ally in large baskets. =~ Sometimes the corn was in baskets, covered with earth,
and placed on the tops of the domes. A few chickens and dogs were seen,
but no other domestic animals, except horses, mules, and oxen. * * *
Several acquaintances, formed in our camp yesterday, were recognized, and R
they received me cordially, made signs to dismount, and when I did so . L \,m.
offered watermelons and pinole. Pinole is the heart of Indian corn, baked, e
ground up, and mixed with sugar. When dissolved in water it affords a ' - ¥
delicious beverage; it quenches tlm‘st and is very nutritious. * * * ° B ' -

~ The population of the Pimos and Maricopas together is estimated variously
at from three to ten thousand. The first is evidently too low. This Iieace—f
ful and industrious race are in possession of a-beautiful and fertile basin.
"Living remote from the civilized world, they aieae]‘dom\visited- by whités, ,

- and then only by those in distress, to whom they crenermfglv furnish horses : " ,
and food.”* ‘In this case and in those stated by Lleutenam Ives ana Dr. A

1 Report upon Colorado Rl r of the West, Lieut. Ives, p 121. ‘_
2 Military Reconnaissance in\New Mexico, pp. 85, 86.
-
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Tenbroeck we find a repetmon of the Iroquois rule to set food before the

guest when he first enters the house.

With respect to the Village Indians of Mexico, Central and South
America, our information i is, in the main, limited to the hospitality extended
- to the Spaniards; but it is sufficient to show that it was a part of their plan
 of life, and,_as it must be supposed, a 1epetmon of their usages -in respect
to each other. In every part of America that they visited, the Spamalds,
although often in numbers as a military force, were assxrrned quarters in
Indian houses, emptaed of their inhabitants for that purpose, and freely
supplied with provisions. Thne at Zempoala “ the lord came out, attended
~ by ancient men, two persons of note supporting him by the arms, because
it was the custom among them to come out in that manner when one great
man received another. This meeting.‘was with much courtesy and abund-
ance of compliments, and people were already appointed to find the Span-
iards quarters and furnish provisions.”> ‘When near Tlascala the Tlascal-
" lans “sent three hundred turkeys, two hundred baskets of cakes of teutls,
which they call tamales; being about two hundred arrobas; that is, fifty
‘ hundred weight of bread, which was an extraordinary supplv for the Span-

iards, conmdennfr the distress they were in;”? and when at Tlascala, Cortes_

and his men * were generously treated, and supplied with all necessaries.”
They “entered Cholula and went to a house where they lodged altogether,
and their Indians with them, although upon the1r guard, being for the present

‘plentifully supplied with provisions. L Although the Spaniards numbered -
about four hundred, and their allied Indians about a thousand, they found

- accommodationsin a: sm«r]e joint tenement house of the abonorma,l American
model. Attention is called to'this fact, betause we shall find the Village

Indians, as a rule, living in large houses, each containing many apartments, -

and accommodating five hundred or more persons. The household of sev-
eral families of the northern Indians reappears in the southern tribes in a

much greafer household of a hundred or more families in a single joint tene- A
ment hofrse, But not unlikely broken up into several household groups. The

' pneblo consisted sometimes of one, sometimes of two or three, and some-
- times of a greater number of such houses. . The plan of life within these

1 Herrera’s History of America, ii, 212. 21Ib., ii, 261. 31b., i1, 279. 41Ib., ii, 311.
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houses is not well understood ; but it can stxll be seen in New Mexico,;v
and it is to be hoped it will attract investigation. |
Speaking of the Maya Indians of Yucatan, Herrera remarks tha,t”
. “they are still generous and free-hearted, so that they will make every-
- body eat that comes into their houses, which is everywhere !practl_ced in
; - travelling.”! - This is a fair statement of the Iroquois law of, hospitality -
' - found among the Mayas, practiced among themselves and towards strangers | e
 from other tribes. - When Grijalva, about 1517, dxscovered the Tabasco '
" River, he held friendly intercourse with some of the tribes of Yucatan.
“They immediately sent thirty Indians loaded with roasted fish, hens, sev-
ral sorts of fruit, and bread made of Indian wheat.> When Cortes, in 1525,
made his celebrated expedition to Honduras, he passed near the pueblo-of
Palenque and near that of Copan wit_hout béing aware of either, and visited
i the shore of Lake Peten. ‘‘Being well received in the city of Apoxpalan,
Cortes and all the Spaniards, with their horses, were quartered in one house,
the Mexicans being dispersed into others, and all of them plentifully supplied
with provisions during their stay.”> They numbered one hundred and )
fifty Spanish horse and several hundred Aztecs. It was at this place, .
according to Herrera,* that Quatemozin, who accompamed Cortes as a ' -
prxsoner, was barbarously executed by his command. ~Cortes next vxsnted-m =
~ an island in Lake Peten, where he was sumptuoudy entertained by Canec,
_ the chief of the tribe, where they “sat down to dinner in stately manner,
- - "“and Canec ordered fowls, fish, cakes, honey, and fruit™
’ - In South America the same account of the ho:pxtdhty of the Indian
tribes is given by the early explorers. About the year 1500 Christopher o -
Guerra made a voyage to the coast of Venezuela: *They came to an
anchor before a town called Curiana, where the Indians entreated them to ’
go ashore, but the Spaniards being no more than thirty-three in all durst - '
" not venture. * * * At length, being convinced of their sincerity, the '
A’ ‘Spaniards went ashore, and being courteously entertained, staid there twenty
-days. They plentifully supplied them for food with venison, rabbits, geese,
dll(.,l\b, parrots, fish, bread made of maize or Indian whedt and other things,

! Herrera’s History of Amenca., iv, 171, 4Ib iii, 361. .
2Ib., ii, 126. ) ) 5 Ib., iii, 362. .. ' . E
- 3Ib m, 359, ’ . N ) ) . .
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60 HOUSES AND HOUSE-LIFE OF THE AMERICAN ABORIGINES.

and brought them all the game they would ask for. * * -* They per-
ceived that they kept markets or fairs, and that they made use of jars,
pitchers, pots, dishes, and -porringers, -besides other vessels of several
shapes.”; Pizarro found the same custom- among the Peruvians and other
tribes of the coast. At the time of his first visit to the coast of Peru he

found a female chief by whom he' was entertamed’ “The lady came out _

to meet them with a great retinue, in good order, holding green boughs and
ears of Indian wheat, having made an arbor where were seats for the

- Spaniards, and “for the Ipdians at some distance. They gave them to eat
fish and flesh 'dxjesffée

/in severa.l _ways, much frutt and such bread and
liquor as, the~coun

plenty of pr 'wsmns fruits, pots of water, and of chica, which is their llquor,
as also a lamb.” After entering Peru, on his second visit to the coast,

- ¢ Atahuallpa’s messengers came and presented the governor with ten 1of

their sheep from the Inca, and some other things of small value, telling him

very courteously that Ataliuallpa had commanded them to inquire what day .

he intended to be at Caxamalca, that he might have provisions on the way.”

* * * The next day more messengers came from Atahuallpa with provis-
ions, which he received w1th thanks.”™ The native historian, Garcilasso dé la

Viga, remarks: “Nor were the Incas, among their other charities, forgetful .
of the conveniences for travellers, but in all the great roads built houses or .

inns for them, which they called corpakuaa, where they were provided
with victuals and other necessaries for their journies out of the royal
stores; and in case any traveller fell sick on the way, he was there attended
and care taken of him in a better manner perhaps than at his own home.™

These illustrations, which might be multiplied, are sufficient to show
the universality of the practice of hospitality among’ the Indian tnbes of

" America at the epoch of European discovery. Among all these forms, as

stated by different observers, the substance of the Iroquois law of hospi-

tality is plainly found, namply If a man entered an Indian house, whether :

a wl]aaer, a tribesman, or a qtranger, and at whatever hour of the day, it

: “«Herremsl-llst America, iv, 248. *Ib., i, 229 -31b., iv, 3. 41b., iii, 399. °Ib iv, 244,
6 Royal Commentaries of Peru, Lond. ed., 1688; Rycaut Trans., p, 145. ’

v afforded” When. on the coast of Tumbez, and ~
" before ]an\a‘mo ten or twelve floats were immediately sent out with a
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was.the duty of the women of the house to set food before him. An omis-
sion to do this would have been a discourtesy amountmg to an affront. If -
hungry, he ate, if not hungr), courtesy required that he should taste the
food and thaqk the giver. It.sseen to have been a usage running ‘through
three ethnica-a,g':gnditid‘ns' of the Indian race, becoming stronger as the
means of subsistence increased in variety and amount, and attaining its
shighest . development - among the Village Indians, in the Middle Status of
barbarism. It was an active, well-established custom of Indian society,

- practiced among themselves and among strangers from other tribes, and

_very naturally extended:to Europeans when they made their first appear- -
ance among them. ~Considering the number 6f the Spaniards often in mili-
tary companies, and anether fdct,which the aborigines were quick to notice,

namely, that a white man consumed and wasted five times as' much as an

Indian required, their hospltahty in many -cases must have been gnevously
overtaxed.' _

Attention has been called to this law of hosprahty, and to its univer-
sality, for two reasons: firstly, because it implies the existence of common
stores, which supplied the means for its practice ; and secondly, because,
wherever found, it implies communistic living t large households. It must
be evident that this hospitality could not have been habitually pracﬁced- |
by the. Iroquois and other northern tribes; and ‘much less by the Village

" Indians of Mexico, Central and South America, with such uniformity, if
" the custom in each case had depended. upon the voluntary contributions of

single families. In.that event it would have failed oftener than it would
have succeeded. The law of hospitality; as administered by the American
aborigines, indicatesa plan of life among them which has not been care-
fully studied, nor have its effects been fully appreciated.” Its explanation
must be sought in the ownership of lands in common, the - distribution of
their products to households consisting of a number of families, and the
practice of @:iommunisni.in living in the household. Common stores for
large households, and possibly for the village, with which to maintain vil-

1%The appetite of the Spaniards appeared to the Americans insatiably 'vdracious; and they
that one Spaniard devoured more food in a day than was sufficient for ten Americans.”—

: (Robertson’s History of America, Lond. ed., 1856, i, p.72.)
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ldge hospitality, are necessary to explain the'custom. It could have been
-/ maintained on such a basis, and it is difficult to see how it could have been

- /
' /

/  maintsined on any other. The common and substantially universal prac-
| / tice of this custom, among the American Indian Tribes, at the period of
A / their discovery, among whom the procurement of ‘subsistence was their
/ ' vital need, must be regarded as evidence of a-generous disposition, and as
/ - exhibiting a trait of character highly creditable to the race. '
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- CHAPTER IIL

' COMMUNISM IN LIVING.

We are now to consider the remaining : usages and customs named in
the last chapter.

THEIR COMMUNISM IN LIVING ,

Communism in living had its origin in the necessities of the family, IS
which, prior to the Later Period of barbarism, was too weak an organization -
to face alone the struggle of life. In savagery and in the Older and the L
Middle Period of barbarism the family was in the syndya.smlan or pairing B L
form; into which it had passed from a prewous lower form.! Wherever the :
"gentile organization prevailed, several families, related by kin, united as a
rule in a common household and made a common stock of the provisions
acquired by fishing and hunting, and by the cultivation of maize and plants.
They erected joint tenement houses large enough to accommodate several , S
families, so that, instead of a single family in the excluslve occupation of a’ '
single the house, large households as_a rule existed in all’ parts of America in
the aboriginal period. This community of provisions was limited to the
household; but a‘final equalization of the means of subsistence was in some
measure affected by the law of hospitality. To'a very great extent com-
" munism in living was a necessary result of the condition of the Indian
tribes. ' It entered into their plan of life and determined the character of
their houses. -In effect it was a union of effort to procure subsistence, which - -
was the vital and commanding concern of life. The desire for individual
. accumulation had not been aroused in their minds to any sensible extent.
It is made evxdent by a compamon of the conditions of barbarous tnbes on

——— - e e -

‘Ancxmt Socxety, p- 459.




,‘ 64 - HOUSES AND HOUSE-LIFE OF THE AMERICAN ABORIGINES.

dxﬁ'erent continents that communism has widely prevailed among them, and

that the “influence of tlns ancient practlce had not entirely dlsappeared

a among the more advanced tribes when civilization finally appeared. The
common meal-bin of the ancient and the common tables of the later Greeks

seem to be survivals of an older communism in living. This practice, though

never investigated as a specialty, may be shown by the known customs of

a number of Indian tribes, and may be conﬁrmed by an exammatlon of the

plans of their houses.
Our first illustration will be taken from the usages of the Iroquois.

. In their villages they constructed houses, consisting of frames of poles cov-
ered with bark, thirty, fifty, eighty, and a hundred feet in length, with a

passage-way through the center, a door at each end, and with the interior
partitioned off at intervals of about seven feet. Each apartment or stall
thus formed was open for its entire width upon the passage-way. These

" houses would accommodate five, ten, and twenty families, according to the
‘number of apartments, one being usually allotted to a family. Each house-

hold was made up on the principle of kin. The married women, usually
sisters, own or collateral, were of the" same gens or clan, the symbol or

totem of which was often painted upon the house, while their husbands and'.

the wives of their sons belong to sev eral other gentes. The children were

" of the gens of “their mother. While husband and wife belonged to different

gentes, the pr epondemtmg number in each household would be of the same
gens, namely, that of thelr mothers. As a rule the sons’brought home their
wives, and in some cases the husbands of the daurrhters were admitted to the

" maternal house. Thus each houschold was composed of a mixture of per-
sons of dlﬁ'erent gentes; but this would not prevent the numerical ascend- '
- ency of the particulaf gens to whom the house belonged. In a village of

one hundred and twenty houses, as the Seneca village of Tiotohatton
described by Mr. Greenbalgh in 1677, there would be several such houses

" belonging to each gens. It presented a _general picture of Indian life in all
parts of America at the epoch of European discovery. Whatever was -

gained by any member of the household on hunting or fishing expeditions,

or was raxsed by cultivatior, was made a common stock. W1th1n the house

‘Dmumeutary Hlsbor) of New York, i, 13.. v ) v ~
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they lived from common stores. Each house had several fires, usually one
for eaclf four apartments, which was placed in the middle of the passage‘
way and without a chimney. Every household was orgamzed under a =
matron who' supervised its domestic economy. ; After the single daily neeal
was cooked &t the several fires the matron was summoned, and it was her
duty to divide the food; from the kettle, to the several families according to >
their respective needs. What remained was placed in the custody of a,nothe'jr
person until it was required by the matron. The Iroquois lived in houses

" of this description as late as A. D. 1700, and in occasional instances a hun- ‘
dred years later. - An elderly Seneca woman' informed the writer, thirty
years ago, that wheu she was a girl she lived in one of these joint tenement
houses (called by them long-houses) which contained. eight families and
two fires, and that her mother and her grandmother in their day, had acted o
as matrons over one of these’ large households. Thxs mere ghm%oe at the . R
ancient Iroquois plan of life, now entlrely passed away, and of which _ .
remembrance is nearly_, lost, is highly  suggestive. It shows that their; BTN
domestic “’e(,onomy'was not without method, and"it displa}s the - care and - | i
management of woman, low down in barbarism, for husbanding their
resources and for improving their condition A knowledge of these houses, -
and how to build them, is not even yet lost among the: Senecas. Some
years ago Mr William Parker, a Seneca chief, constructed for ‘the writer
a model of one of these long-houses, showmg in detail its externa.l and .
internal mechanism. ' :

- Thelate Rev. Ashur anht D.D, for many years a missionary among
‘the Senecas, and familiai with their language and customs, wrote to the
author in 1873 on the subject of these households, as follows: “As to their

_ family system, when’ occupying the old long-houses, it is probable that some
one clan predominated, the women taking in hllbbd»ndb, however, from the
other clans ;. and sometimes, for a novelty, some of their sons bnngmg in
their young wives until they felt brave enough to leave their mothers.
Usually, the female portion ruled the house, and were ‘doubtless clannish
enough about it. The stores were in common; but woe to the luckless
husband or lover who was too shiftless to do his share of the providing.

5 1The late Mrs. William Parker, of Tonawanda.
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66 -HOUSES AND HOUSE-LIFE OF THE AMERICAN ABORIGINES,

'No matter how many children, or whatever goods he might have ip the

house, he might at any time be ordered to pick up his blanket and budge;

and after such orders it would not be healthful for him to attempt to diso-- .

bey ; the house would be too hot for him; and unless saved by the inteér-
cession of some aunt or grandmother, he must retreat to his own clan, or
as was often done, go and start a new matrimonial alliance in some other.
The women were the great power among the clans, as everywhere else
They dld not hesitate, when occasion requxred to ‘knock off the horns,” as
it was techmcally called, from the head of a chief and .send him back to
the ranks of the warrioré Tlie original nomination of the 'chiefs also always
rested with them”” |

The mother-right and gyneocracy among the Iroquois here plamly‘

indicated is nqt overdrawn. The mothers and their children, as we have

seen, were of the same-gens, and to-them the house belonged. Tt was

a gentile house. In case of the death of father or mother, the apartments
they occupied could not be detached from the kinship, but remained to its
members. ; The position of the mother was eminently favorable t6 ker influ-
ence in the household, and tended to strengthen the maternal bond. We
may see in this an ancient phase of human life which has had a wide prev-
alence in the tmbes of mankind, Aamtlc, 'European, African, American, and

Australian. Not untll after civilization had begun among the G'reeks, and -
-~ gentile society was superseded by political souei), was the influence of

this old order of society overthrown. It left behind, at least among the
Grecian tribes, deep traces of its previous existence.!

Among the Iroquois, those who formed a household and cultxvated
gardens gathered the harvest and stored.it in their dwelling as a common
stock. . There was more or less of 1nd1v1dual ownership of these products,
and of their posyession b" d;fferent families. For example, the corn, after
stripping back the husk, was braided by the husk in bunches and hung up
in the different apartments; but when one family had exhausted its supply,

Athur wants were bupphed by other famlhes So long as any remained. Each

% ‘Th( S statem«nm xlhwu ate the fia% nunmc) uud mother-nght among the ancnent Greu.m tnbeu

Qisengsed by Bachofen in ¢ Das Mutterrecht.,” The phenomena discovered by Bachofen owes its origin,
probably, to descent in the female line, and to the Junctlun of several families in one house, on the prin-
ciple of kin, as .nnung the lroquois.
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hunting and hshmg party made a common stock of the capture, of which
. the surplus, on their return, was divided among: the several families of each
household, and, having been cured, was reserved for winter use. The village
did not make a common stock of their provisions, and thus offer a bounty
to imprudence. It was confined to the household. But the principle of
hospxtaht) then came in to relieve the consequences of destitution. We
can speak with some confidence of the ancient usages and customs of the
Iroquois ; and when any usage is found among them in a definite and pos-
itive form, it renders probable the existence of the same usage im other
tribes in the same condition, because their necessities were the same.

In the History of Virginia, by Capt. John Smith, thé houses of the
Powhatan Indians are partially described, and are found to be much.the
same as those of the Iroquois We have already quoted from this work
the description of a house on Roanoke Island containing five chambers.
Speaking ‘of the houses in. the vicinity of James River in 1606-1608, he

remarks, *Their houses are built like our arbors, of small young sprigs bowed -

and tied, and so close covered with mats, or the bark of trees, very hand-
somely, that notwithstanding either wind, rain, or weather, they are as
warm as stoves but very smoky; yet at the top of the house there is a
hole made for the smoke to go into right over the fire Against the fire they
lie on little. hurdles of reeds covered with a mat, borne from the ground a.

foot and more by a hurdle of wood. On these, round about the house, "

they lie, heads and points, one by the other, against the ﬁre, some covered
with mats, some with skins; and some stark naked lie on the ground, from
six to twenty in a house * * * In some places are from two to fifty
of these houses together, or but little separated Tby groves of trees.” - The
noticeable fact in this statement is the number of persons in the house,

which*shows a household consisting of several families. Their communisin®

in ]mnfr may be inferred. Elsewhere he speaks of “houses built after their

manner, some thirty, some forty yards long;”? and speakmg of one of the -

‘houses of Powhatan he says, “This house is fifty or sixty yards in lengﬂn,
and again, at Pamunky, “A great fire was made in a lon'tr-house, a-mat was
spxeqd on one side as on the other; and on one side they caused him to

' Smith’s Hmur) of erﬂmm, Rmhmoud ed 181Y, i, 130. -Ib , 1 143 *1b., i, 142

>
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‘stand .in clusters of four, five, six, seven, and eight together.

68 HOUSES AND HOUSE-LIFE OF THE AMERICAN ABORIGINES.

sit”  We here find among the Vir'ginia Indians at the epoch of their dis- -
covery long-houses very similar to the long-houses of the Iroquois, with

- the same evidence of a large household. It may safely be taken as a rule

that every Indian household in the aboriginal period, whether large or small, -

lived from commeon stores.
Mr. Caleb Swan, who visited the Creek Indlans of Georgia in 1790,

found the people living in small houses or cabins, but in clusters, each

cluster bemg occupied by a part of a gens or clan. He remarks that “the
smallest of their towns have from ten to forty houses, and some of thes
largest from fifty to two hundred, that are tolerably compact. These houses
* * ) *
Each cluster of houses contains a clan or family of relations who eat and
live in common.”* Here the fact of several families uniting on the princi-
ple of kinm, living in a cluster of houses, and practicing communism, is

expressly stated. :
James Adair, writing still earlier of the southern Indians of the United

-

‘States generally, remarks in a passage before quoted, as follows: “I have

observed, with much inward satisfaction, the community of g()oae that pre-
vailed among them. * * -* And thoughthey do notkeep one promiscu-
ous common stock, yet it is to the. very same effect, for every one has his
own family or tribe, and.when any one is speaking either of the individuals
or habitations of his own tribe, he says, ‘He is of my house,’ or, ‘It is my
house.””® Itis singular that this industrious investigator did not notice,
what is now known to bé the faet, that all these tribes were organized in
gentes and phratries. It would have rendered his observations upon their
usages and customs more definite. Elsewhere he remarks further that “for-
merly the Indian law obliged every town to work together in one body, in
sewing or planting their crops, though their fields were divided by proper
marks, and their harvest is gathered separately. The Cherokees and Mus-
cogees [Creeks] still observe that old custom, which is very necessary for
such idle people.”* They cultivated, like the Iroquois, three kinds of maize,

1 Smith’s Hist. Va., Richmond ed., 1519, i, 160. ‘

3 Schooleraft's Hist. Cond. and Pros. of Indian Tribes, vol. v. 262.
3History of the American Indians, p. 17.

¢Ib., p. 430.
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an “early variety,” the “hominy corn,” and the “bread corn,” also beans,

squashes, pumpkins, and tobacco. Chestnuts, a tuberous root something
like the ‘potato but gathered in the marshes, berries, fish, and game, entergd‘,

into their subsistence. Like the Iroquois, they made unleavened bread of
maize flour, which was boiled in earthen vessels,? in the form of ‘cakes, about
six inches in diameter and an inch thick. "
~ Among the tribes of the plains, who subsist almost exclusively upon
animal food their usages in the hunt indicate the same tendency to com-
munism in food. The Blackfeet, during the buffalo hunt, follow the herds
on horseback in large 4parties,» composed of men, women, and children.
When the active pursuit of the herd eommences, the huntéfs leave the dead
_ énima]s in the track of the chase to be appropriated by the first persons who
come up behind. This method of distribution is continued until all are
supplied. - All the Indian tribes who hunt upon the plains; with the excep-
tion of the half-blood Crees, observe the same custom of making a com-
mon stock of the capture. Tt tended to equalize, at the outset, the means

of subsistence obtained. They cut the beef into strings, and either dried it
in the air or in the smoke of a fire.” Some of the tribes made a part of the .

capture into pemmican, which consists of dried and pulverized meat mixed
with melted buffalo fat, which is baled in the hide of the animal.

During the fishing scason in the Columbia River, where fish are more
- abundant than in any other river on the earth; all the members of the tribe
encamp together, and make a common stock of the fish obtained. They
are divided each day according to the number of women, giving to each an,
" equal share. At the Kootenay Falls, for example, they are taken by spear-

.ing, and in huge baskets submerged in the water below the falls. . The

salmon, during the spring run, weigh from six to forty pounds, and are
taken in the greatest abundance, three thousand a day not being an unusual
number. Father Dc Smet, the late Oregon missionary, informed the writer,
in 1862, that he once spent several days with the Kootenays at these falls,
and that the share which fell to him, as one of the party, loaded, when

'dried, thirty pack mules. The fish ;ire split. open, scarified, and dried on -

1 History of the Awerican Indians, p. 430. 21b., pp. 406, 408

e



o S e AT e e T e e

e A Ay

- . .
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‘ scaffolds, after which they are packe& in baskets and then removed to their
- : : villages. This custom makes a general distribution of the capture, and

piac s Srwersin U

. 4 Jeaves each household in possession of its share.!

. Their communism in living is involved in the size of the household,
* which ranged from ten to forty persons. “ The houses of the Sokulks are
. made of large mats of rushes, and are generally of a square or oblong form,
varying in length from fifteen to sixty feet; the top is covered with mats,
leaving a space of twelve or fifteen inches, the whole length of the house,

for the purpose of admitting the light and suffering the smoke to pass
through the roof is nearly ﬂat * * * and the house is not divided

- into apartments, the fire being in the nnddle of the large room, and imme-
' . dla.tely under the hole in the roof.. * * * On entering one of these
houses he [Captain Clarke] found it crowded with men, women, and chil-

dren, "w-hd immediately provided a mat for him to sit on, and one of the
party immediately undertook to prepare something to eat.”? Again: “He

- landed before five houses close to each other, but no one appeared, and

the doors, which were of mats, were-closed. He went towards one of them

with a pipe in his hand, and pushing aside the mat entered the lodge, where

he found thirty-two persons, chiefly men and women, with a few children,

Y

E o all in the greatest consternation.”® "And again: ¢ This village being part

of the same nation with the v1llage we passed above, the language of the
two being the same, and their houses being of the same form and materials,
and calculated to eontain about thll’t) souls.”* In enumemtmw the people'

. lAlfx'ed W Howntt F: G S of Banusdale, Australm, mentmns, in a,]cttu' to thc author, the 101— .
lowmg singular custom of an Austrah:m tribe concerning the distribution of food in the family group:

« “A man catches seven river eels; they are divided thus (it is supposed that his family consists
only of these named):

. . : C “1st cel. Front half himself; hind half his wife.

“2d eel. Front half his wife’s mother ; hind half his wife’s sister.
*:3d eel. Front half bis elder sons; hind half his younger sons.
“4th cel, Front hau his elder daughters; hind half his younger daughters.
“5th eel. Fron is brother’s sons; hind half his brother’s daughters ’
“6th eel. One whole eel to his married danghter’s husband. ' .
“7th eel. One whole cé‘l to his married.daughter.” :
This ¢enstom may be supposed toshow the ordinary honsehold gronp. and the order of their relative
nearness to Ego. It foots up himself and wife, wife’s mother and sister, his sons and daughters, his
brother’s sons and daughter’s, and his daughter’s husband. It implies also other members of the house-
hold, who are obliged to take care of thewselves: viz, his brothers and sisters.
2 Lewis and Clarke’s Travels, pp. 351-353. _ 31b., p. 357, “1Ib., p. 376.
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Lewis and Clarke often state the number of inhabitants with the number of

houses, thus: | . . : :
“ The Killamucks, who number fifty houses and a thousand souls.”!
“The Chilts, who * * * are estimated atseven hundred souls and

thirty-eight houses.”

souls.” . ‘ - :
“The Potoashees, of ten houses and two hundred souls.”
“The Pailsk, of ten houses and two hundred souls.”
“The Quinults, of Sixty hbusés and one thousand souls.
Speaking generally of the usages and customs of the tribes of the “Co-
lumbia plains,” they make the following statements: “Their large housés
usually contain several families, consisting of the parents, their sons and
daughters-in-law and grandchildren, among whom the provisions are com-

1”1

- mon, and whose harmony is scarcely ever interrupted by disputes. Although
polygamy is permitted by their customs, very few have more than a single
wife, and she is brought immediately after the marriage into the husband’s
family, where she resides until increasing numbers oblige them to seek
another house In this state the old man is not considered the head of the

~ family, since the active duties, as well as the re'sp'o'nsibility, fall on some of
the younger members. As these families gradually expand into bands, ‘or
tribes, or nations, the paternal authority is represented by the chief of each
association. This chieftain, however, is not hereditary.”? Here we find

»

“The CIamoitomis*,-of twelve houses and two hundred and sixty -

among the Columbian tribes, as elsewhere, communism in living, but
D ) > ? t=2)

restricted to large households composed of several families.

A writer in Harper's Magazine, speaking of the Aleutians, remarks:
“When first discovered this people were living in lzirge vourts, or dirt houses,
partially underground, *- *! “* lhaving the entrances through a hole in
the top or centre, going in and out on a rude ladder. Several of these

ancient yourts were very large, as shown by the ruins, being from thirty

to eighty yards long and twenty to forty in width. * * * In these
large yourts the primitive Aleutslived by fifties and hundreds for the double
object of protection and.warmth.”?

1 Lewis and Clarke's Travels, pp. 426-42¢. L., p. 443.
3 Harper’'s Magazine, vol. 55, p. 806, o
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Whether these tribes at this time were -oiga'nized in gentes and phra-

tries is not known. - At the time of the Wilkes expedition (1838-1842) the

gentile organization did not exist among them ; neither does it now exist;
but it is still found among the tribes of the Northwest Coast, and among

- the Indian tribes generally. The composition of the household, as here

described, is precisely like the household of the Iroquois prior to A.D. 1700.

The Mandan vxllaoe contained at the time of Catlin’ s visit. (1832), as
elsewhere stated, about fifty houses and about fifteen hundred people.
“These cabins are so spacious,” Catlin remarks, ‘““that they hold from

twenty to forty persons—a family and all their connections. * * ™

From the great numbers of the inmates in these lodges they are necessarily
very spacious, and the number of beds considerable. It is no uncommon

- thing to see these lodges fifty feet in diameter inside (which is an immense

room), with a row of these curtained beds extending quite around their
sides, being some ten or ‘twelve of them, placed four or five feet apart, and
the space between t.hqm occupied by a large post, fixed quite firmly in the
ground, and six or seven feet high, with large wooden pegs or bolts in it, on
which are hung or grouped, with awild and startling taste, the arms and armor
of the respective proprietors.”* The household, according to the cutsom of

- the Indians, was a ]arge one. The number of inhabitants divided among
‘the number of houses would give an average of thirty persons to each house.

It is evident from several statements of Catlin before given that the house-
hold practiced communism in living, and that it ‘was formed of related
families, on the principle of gentile kin, as among the Iroquois. Elsewhere
he intimates that the-Mandans kept a public store or. granary as a refuge
for the whole community in a time of scarcity.?

In like manner Carver, speaking generally of the usages and customs
of the Dakota tribes and of the tribes of Wisconsin, remarks that “they
will readily share with any of their own tribe the last part of their provis-
jons, and even with those of a different nation, if they chance to come in

when they are eating. Though they do not keep one common store, yet

that community of goOds*Which is so prevalent among them, and their gen--

1North American Indians, Philadelphia ed., 1457, 1, 139
3 Ib., 1, 210.
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erous disposition, render it nearly of the same effect.”® . What this author

Jseems to state is that community of goods existed in the household, and that »

it was lengthened out to the tribe by the law of hospitality. , Elsewhere, . L

speaking of the large village of the Sauks, he says: * This is the largest - ' '

Indian town I ever saw. It contains about ninety houses, each large

enough for several families.”* In a previous chaptef (supra p. 49.) Hecke-’

welder’s observations upon hospitality among the Delawares and Munsees,

implying the principle of communism, have been given He remarks fur- -

ther that  there is nothing in an Indian’s house or family without its par-

ticular owner. Every individual knows what belongs to him, from the

horse or cow down to the dog, cat, kitten, and little chicken. * * * e o

For a litter of kittens or a brood of chickens there are often as many dif- o

ferent: owriers as there are individual animals. In purchasing a hen with

her brood one frequently has to deal . for it with several children. Thus,

- while the principle of community of goods prevails in the State, the rights

of property are acknow]edged among the members of the family. This is.

attended with a very good effect, for by this means every living creature

is properly taken care of* -1 do not understand what Heckewelder means

by the remark that ‘“the principle of community of goods prevails in the

 state,” unless it be that the rule of hospitality was so all-pervading that it : ~

was tantamount to a commuriit} of goods, while individual property was

everywhere recognized until it was freely surrendeled This may be the
.+ just view of the result of their communism and hospitality, but it is a hmher o

one thaw I have been able to take.

The household of the Mandans consisting of from twenty to forty
persons, the households of the Columbian’ tribes Sf about the same num-
ber, the Shoshonee household of seven fannhcb, the households of the
Sauks, of the Iroqums, and of the Creeks each composed of several fami- .. . _
lies, are fair types of the households of the Northern Indians at the epoch ' .
of their discovery. The fact is also established that these tribes constructed '
as a rule large joint tenement houses, each of which was occupied by a
large household composed of several families, among whom provisions were
in common, and who practiced communism in living in the household.

3 Travels, etc., p. 171. 'Ti_-a.vels, etc., Phila. ed. 1796, p. 29.  ?1Indian Nations, p. 158,
-

~
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Among the Village Indians of. New Mexico a more advanced form of
house architecture appears, and their joint tenement character is even more

- . » \ . - . . -
- pronounced, They live in large houses, two, threé, and four stories high,

constructed of adobe bnck and of stone imbedded in adobe mortar, and
containing fifty, a hundred, two hundred, and in“some cases five hundred

"apartments in a house. They are built in the terraced form, with fire-
places and chimneys added since their discovery, the first story closed up

solid, and is entered by ladders, which ascend to the platform-roof of the
first story. These houses are fortresses, and were erected as étr_ongholds to
resist the attacks of the more barbarous tribes by whom they were perpetu-
ally assailed. Each house was probably occupied by a number of house-
hold groups, whose apartments were doubtless separated from each other
by partition walls. In a subsequent chapter the character of these houses
will be more fully shown.

Our knowledge of the plan of life in these houses in the aboriginal

period is still very imperfect. They still practice the old hospitality,
own their lands in common, but with allotments to individuals and to fami-
lies, and are governed by a cacique or sachem and certain other offi-

cers annually elected. An American missionary to the Laguna Village
~Indians, Rev. Samuel Gorman, in an “address before the Historical Society

of New Mexico in 1869, remarks. as follows “They n"enerally mari'y very
young, and the son-in-law becomes the servant of the father-in-law, and

- very often they all live together in one family for years, even if there be
. several sons-in-law; and this’clannish mode of living is often, if not gen-
'érall'y,‘a fruitful source of evil among this people. Their women generally
. have control over the granétry, and they are more provident than their Span-
ish neighbors about the future. Ordinarily thej' try to have one years
~ provisions on hand. It is only W'llen"_i:hey have two years of scarcity suc-
ceeding each other that pueblos as a community suffer hunger”” The
~ usages. of these Indians have doubtless modified in the last two hundred
| years under: Spanish influence; they have decreased in numbers, and the

family group is probably smaller than formerly. But it is not too late
to recover the aboriginal plan of life among them 1f the sub_]ect were

1Address, p. 14. W0
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1ntel]1gently investigated. It is to be hoped that some on!' will undertake

- this work. - .

The Spanish writers do not mention the practice of communism in
living as existing among the Village Indians of Mexico or Central America.
‘They are barren of practical information concerning .their mode of life;
but we have the same picture of large households composed of several
families, whose communism in the household‘méty reasonably be inferred.

We have also the stnkmmlllustratlon of * Montezuma’s Diriner,” here-
after to be noticed, which was plainly a dinner in common by a communal
household. Beside these facts we have the ownership of lands in common
by communities of persons Moreover, the ruins of ancient houses in Cen-
tral and South America, and in parts of Mexico, show very plainly their
_joint tenement character. .From the plans of these houses the communism
of the people by households may be deduced theoretlcally with reasonable
certamty : ' : .

Yucatan, when discovered, .was occupled by a numbt,r of tribes of
Maya Indians. The Maya language spread beyond the limits of Yucatan.
This region, with Chiapas, Guatemala, and a part of Honduras, contained
and still contains evidence, in the ruins of ancient structures, of a higher
advancement in the arts of life than any other part of North America - The
present Maya Indians of Yucatan are the descendants of the people who
occupied the country at the period of the Spanish conquest, and who oceu-

pied the massive stone houses now in ruirs, from which they were forced

by Spanish oppression. . \

We have a notable’ 111ustr‘tt10n of communism in living among ‘rhe
present Maya Indians, as late as the year 1840, through the work of John
- L. Stephens. At Nohcacab, a-few miles east of the ruins of Uxwal, Mr

Stephens, baving occasion to employ laborers, went to a settlement of Maya
-Indians, of whom he gives the following account: - Their (,ommumtv con-
sists of a hundred labradores, or workmrr men; their lands are held and
- wrought in common, and the products are shared by all. Their food is pre-
pared at one hut, and every family sends for its portion, which otpLum a
singular spéctacle we lnd‘seen on our arrival, a procession of women and
children, each carrying an earthen bowl containing « quantity of smoking
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hot broth, all coming down the same road, and disappearing among the °
different huts. Every member belonging to the community, down to the
smallest pappoose, cohtributi’ng in turn a hog. From our ignorance of the
language, and the number of other and ‘more pressing matters claiming our
attention, we could not learn all the details of their internal economy, but
it seemed to appro“mate that 1mproved state of association which is some-
times heard of ‘among us; and as theirs has existed for an unknown length
of time, and can no longer be. considered merely experimental, Owen o’
Fourier might perhaps take lessons from them with advantage.” A hundred
working men indicate a total of five hundred persons, who were then depend-
ing for their daily food upon a single fire, the provisions being supplied from
common stores, and dividéd from the caldron. It is, not unlikely, a truth-
ful picture of the mode of life of their forefathe1 s «in the “House of the

‘Nuns,” and in the “Govemors House” at Uxmal, at the epoch of the Span-

-

ish conquest. = ‘ ‘- .
It is well known that Spanish adventurers capmred these pueb]os, one
after the other, and attempted to enforce the labor of the Indians for per-

“sonal ends, and that the Indians abandoned their pueblos and retreated into

the inaccessible - forests to escape enslavement, after which their houses of
stone fell into decay, the ruins of which, and all there ever was of them,
still remain in all parts of these countries : |

It is hardly supposable that the communisin here described b) Mr.

. Stephens was a new thing to the Mayas; but far more probable that it was

a part of their ancient mode of life, to which these ruined houses were emi-
nently adapted. The subjecf of the adaptation of the old pueblo houses in_
Yucatan and Central America to communism in living will be elsewhere
considered. S : - ° ,

When Columbus first landed on the island of Cuba, he sent two men '
into the interior, who reported that “they travelled twenty-two leagues, and
found:a Villaaé of fifty houses, built like those before spoke‘ri of, and they
contained about one thousand parsons, because a whole generation lived in
a house; and the prime men caine out to meet them, led them by the arms,
and lodged them in one of these new houses, causing them to sit down on

s . 1Incidents of Travel iu Yucatan, ii, 14.
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seats; * * * and they gave them boiled roots to eat, which tasted like
chestnuts.” One of the first expedltlons which touched the &mam land on the
coust of Venezuela in South America found ‘much larger houses than these
last described. ‘“The houses they dye]t in were commdn to all, and so
spacious that they contained one hundred and sixty persons, strongly built,

though covered with palm-tree leaves, and shaped like a bell "2 Herrera .

w‘w

further remarks of the same tribe, that *‘they observed n? law-or rule in

matrimony, but took as many wives as they would, and théy as many hus-
bands, qmttm«r one fmother at pleasure, without reckoning imy wrong done
on either part. There was no such thing as jealousy among them, all living~
as best pleased them, without taking offense at one another.™ This shows
communism in husbands as well as wives, and rendered-co mumsm in food
a necessity of their condition  Llsewhere the same authdr speaks of the
habitations of the tribes on the coast of Carthagena. “Thelr houses were
- like long arbors, with several apartments, and they had no! beds but ham-
mocks ™ Man} similar statements are scattered through his work.

Among the more advanced tribes of Peru the lands weie divided, and
allotted to different uses; one part was for the sﬁpport of the government,
another for the support of religion, and another for the suppprt -of individu-

als. The first two parts were cultivated by the people under established
. regulations, and the crops were placed in public storehouses This is the
* statement of Garcilasso.® Herrera, however, says generally that the people
lived from common stores “The Spaniards drawing near to Caxamalca
~ begun to have a view of the Inca army lying near the bottom of 2 mount-
ain. * * * They:were pleased to see the beauty of the fields, most
regularly cultivated, for it was an ancient law among these {people that all
should be fed from common stores, and none should touch the standing
" The discrepancy between Herrera and Garcilasso m’a) perhaps be
explained by the reservation of the crops grown on lands set apart for the
government and for religion. :

Ccorn.

The reason for presenting the foregoing observations of dlﬂ'erent authors
concerning the. households, the houses, and the practlce of ¢ commumsm in

1 Herrers, i, 55. 21b., 216. - "Ib, 3,216, . 4lb., 348,
5 Royal Com. 1. c., pp. 154, 157. 8 Herrera, iv, 249. | - .
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food, has been to show, firstly, that the household of the Indian tribes was

a large one, composed of several families; secondly, that their houses were
constructed to accommodate several families; and thirdly, that the house-
hold practiced communism in living. These are the material facts, and they
have been sufficiently illustrated. The single family of civilized saciety
live from common stores, yet it is not communism; but where several fami-
lies coalesce in- one common household and inake a'common stock of their
provisions, and this is found to be a general rule in entire tribes, it is a form
of communism important to be noticed. It is seen to belong to a seciety
in a low stage of development, where it springs from the necessities, of their -
condition. These usages and customs ‘exhibit their plan of life, and reveal -

the wide difference between their condition and that of civilized society;
-between the Indian family, without individuality, and the highly individu-

alized family of civilization. *

Ui
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CHAPTER 1V, |
USA.GES‘AND CUSTOMS WITH RESPECT TO LANDS.AND TO VFOOD
THE OWNERSHIP OF LANDS IN COMMOV

Among the Iroquois the tribal domain was held and owned by the tribe
in common. Individual ownership, with the right to sell and convey in

fee-simple to any other person, was entirely. unknown among them. It re-

- - quired the experience and development of the two succeeding ethnical periods
to bring mankind to such a kiiowledge of property in land as its individual
owr;ership with the power of alienation in fee-simple implies. No per-

“son in Indian life could obtain the absolute title to land, since it was

- vested by custom in the tribe as one body; and they had no conception of

what is-implied by a legal title in severalty with power to sell and convey

the fee. But he could reduce unoctupied land to possession by cultivation, -

- and so long as he thus used it he had a possessory right to its enjoyment
which would be recognized and respected by his tribe. Gardens, planting-
lots, apartments in a long-house, and, at a later day, orchards of fruit were
thus held by persons and by families. Such possessory right was all that
was needed for their full enjoyment and for the protection of their interest
in them, A person might transfer or donate Hhis ights to other persons

of the same tribe, and they also passed by mhéniﬁnce, under established -

customs, to his gentile kin. This was substantially the Indian systém in
respect to the ownership of lands and apartments’in houses among the
Indian tribes within the areas of the United States and British America in
the Lower Status of barbarism. In later times, when the State or National
Government acquired Indian lands, and made compensatlon therefor, pay-
ment for the lands went to the tribe, and for improvements to the individ-

"ual who had the possessory right. At the Tonawanda Reservation of the
- - 79
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Seneca-Iroquois, a portion of the lands are divided into separate farms,
which are fenced and occupied in severalty, while the remainder are owned

by the tribe in common. When a young man marries and has’ no land on-

which to subsist, the chiefs may allot him a portion of these reserved Jands.
The title to all these lands, occupied and unoccupied, remajns in the tribe
in common. . Individuals may sell or rent their possessory rights to each
~ other, or rent them to a white man. No white man can now acquire a title
from an Indian to Indiafi'lands in any part of the United States. A person
could transfer his possessions to anothér,’ but apartm'ents in a house must
remain to his gentile kindred. In the time of James II the right to ‘acquire
lands was vested in the Crown exclusxvely as a royal prerogative, to which
prerogative our State and National Governments succeeded.
The same usages prevail on the Tuscarora Reservation, near the Niag-
ara River, where this Iroquois tribe owns in common about 8,000 acres of

fine agricultural land in one body. A part of this reservation has long -
been parceled out to individuals in small farms, fenced, and cultivated by ‘

the possessors. The remainder is unparceled and under the control of the
chiefs. The people are allowed to remove from the wood-land of the reserve
the dead wood and litter, but are not permitted to touch the standing tim-

er. “When a young man uian‘ies, if he has no land, the chiefs allot him
_ forty acres to cultivate for his subsistence; but, before giving him posses-
sion, the lot is first open to all the tribe to.cut off the timber for fire-wood.
Thus, the double object is gained of supplying the people with fire-wood

and of clearing the land for cultivation for the new family. = These possess- -

‘ory rights pass by inheritance to the recognized heirs. A person may
transfer or rent his possession to another person; he may rent to a whlte
" man, but in no case can he sell to a white man. ot

And here I may be allowed a brief digression, to noticé a recent opin-
ion of the late Secretary of the Interior, Hon. Carl Schurz, shared in to

some extent by the National Government, in relation to the division of our

Indian reservations into lots or tracts, and their conveyance in severalty to
the Indians themselves, with power of alienation to white men after a short
period, say twenty-five years. Itistobe hoped that this policy will never be
adopted by any National Administration, as it is fraught with nothing but

e s
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mischief to the Indlan tribes: The Indxan is still, as he always has been,

.and will remain for many years to come, entirely incapable of meeting the
_ white man, with safety to himself, in the field of trade and of resisting the

arts and indueements which would be brought to bear upon him.. He is

incapable of steadily attaching -that value to the ownership of land which  :

its importance deserves; or of knowing how far the best interests of himself

and family are involved in its continued possession. The result of individ-

ual'Indian ownership, with power to sell, would unquestionably be, that in
a very short -time he would divest himself of every foot of land and fall

into poverty. The case of the Shawnee tribé of Kansas affords a perfect
illustration of this pernicious policy. The Shawnees were removed to.
Kansas under the Jackson policy, so called, and occupied a splendid
“reservation on the Kansas River, where they were told they were to make-
their home forever. ?But after a few years of -ung_l_isturbed' Qoss_ession, our
people, in the natural flow of population, reached Kansas, where they found
the Shawnees in possession of the best part of what has since been the
State of Kansas  Our people at once wanted these Indian lands, and they
~ determined to root out the. Shawnees in the interest of civilization and °

progress. They accomplished this result in the most speedy and scientific

" manner, using as their proposed lever this identical plan since adopted by

Mr. Schurz. First, the government was induced to re-purchase a part of
the reservation on the ground that they had more land than they needed
for cultivation; and, secondly, the government induced the Indians to have

the remainder divided up into farms and conveyed. to heads of families .

in severalty, with power of alienation. In 1859, when this scheme was
being worked out, I visited Kansas, and found the Shawnees cultlvatmu'
and improving their farms, some of which embraced a thoasand acres,
and owning them, too, like other farmers. When next in Kansas, ten years
later, the work was done. There was not a Shawnee in Kansas, but

American farmers were in possession of all these lands. It was thlS indi-

vidual ownershlp with power to sell that had done the. work.
In managing the affairs of our Indian tribes, we must apply a little

:common sense to their condition. In their brains they are in the same stage

of growth and development with our remote forefathers when they learned
6 ‘ .

~
~
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- to domiesticate animals, and, came to rely upon a meat and milk sfxbéistence.
The next condition. of ‘advancement at which the Indian would naturally
__reach is the pastoral, the raising of flocks and herds of -domestic animals.
' The Indiah has taught himself to raise the horse in herds, and some of the
tribes raise sheep dnd goats. A few of them raise cattle. If the govern-
ment xsould assmt them in this until they were started they would séon
become expert herdsmen would make a proper use of the unoccupled
prame area in the interior of the continent as well as of the reservations,
and would become prosperous and abundant in their resources.
 Among the sedentary Village Indians of New Mexico, who were,in the
Middle Status of barbarism, the land system is much the same in principle,
but with special usages adapted to a more advanced condition At Taos,
the pueblo lands are held under a Spanish grant of 1689, covering four
‘Spanish square leagues. This grant was afterward confirmed, as I am in-
formed by David J. Mlller, esq. of the surveyor-general's office at Santa .
"Fé, by letters " patent of the United States. It is, of course, to the Taos
Indians in common as a tribe, and without the power of alienation except
among themselves -These lands have been allotted from time to time to
individuals, and held in severalty for cultivation; but these allotments, so
to call them, are verbal, and the Jrights of persons to their possession are
settled and adJusted by the chiefs in case of disputes. Mr. Miller wrote me
from Taos, under date of December 5, 1871, that ““A land-owner cannot,
under any circumstalice,.'gell to any but a Pueblo Indian, and one of this
(Taos) pueblo If he should do-so he would be banished the pueblo, and
the sale be treated as void. There is an instance now in this pueblo of a San
Juan Indian man married here, but he is not allowed to acquire land in the
pueblo premises. His wife has lands which he cultivates. A piece of land
. belonging to 2 man may or may not be utilized by him, but it is recognized
and treated as his in fee until he sell it or dies. If a lad grows up and”
marries, and his father or father-in-law has no land to give him, he may pur-
chase in the pueblo, or the pueblo may assign him land, whereby the title
in fee as private property remains in him until he sells or dies. When he
dies it is divided equally among widow and children. If the children are
small, his brother or other relatives cultivate the land for them until they
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can do it for themselves ; but the right of properfy isin the lchildren. When
if it is so de-

a piece of land is sold it is done in the presence of witn
_sired. Oftener the sale and transfer are made by and |
themselves. No documents are used.- This is so in all the pueblos. The

is not allowed at any _of the pueblos that a white /person acquire prop-
~ erty therein. An Indian woman is not allowed to/marry a Mexican and
live at the pueblo. A piece of land held and recognized as belonging to a

~-person is his property, whether he utilizes it or pot, and he may;-'s'elllor‘ o

.donate it absolutely at his will to persons within the community.

- “At Jemes and Zia (other pueblos in New ngicd), when a woman dies
her property goes into the control of her husband if a widow, it descends

to her children ; if she has no chlldren it -goes to her brothers and sisters -

equally; and if none suryive her,vthen to her nearest relatlves, if she has .
no relatives, then to such friends as attend her in her last illness. It never

reverts to the pueblo, which as a corporate community owns no land.”
What Mr. Miller refers to as property rights and titles, and ownershlp
in fee of land, is sufficiently explained by the possessory right found
among the Northern tribes. The limitations upon its alienation to an
Indian from another pueblo or to a white man, not to lay any stress upon
the absence of written conveyances. of titles made possible by Spanish and
American intercourse, show quite plainly that their ideas respecting the
ownership of the ultimate title to land, with power to alienate in fee, were
entirely below this conception of property in land. The more important
ends of individual ownership were obtained through the possessory right,
while the ultimate title remained in the tribe for the protection of all.
That the pueblo now owns no land, as Mr. Miller states, must be under-

L




e 84 HOUSES A\"D HOUSE-LIFE OF THE AMEBIOAN ABORIGINES.
. Ry

3 ,-stood to mean that all the lands of the original grant have been parcelled ‘

out. The further. statement of Mr. Mﬂler, that if a father dies his land is
divided between his widow and children, and that if a mother dies, leaving
no husband, her land is divided equally between her sons and daughters, is
\1mportant, because it shows an inheritance by the children from both father
~and mother, a total departure from the principles of gentile mhentance
‘While visiting the Taos pueblo in the summer of 878 I was unable to find
. among them the gentile orgamzatxon, and from lack of suﬂiclent time could
‘not inquire into their rulés of descent and inheritance. . '
~ My friend, Mr. Ad. F. Bandelier, now recognized as our most eminent
scholar in Spanish American history, has recently investigated the subject
of -the tenure of lands among the ancient Mexicans with great thoroughness
of research.” The results are contained in an essay published in the Eleventh -
Annual Report of the Pea.body Museum of Arch#ology and Ethnology, p.
385 (Cambndge, 1878). It gives me great pleasure to incorporate verbatim
in this chapter, and with his permission, so much of this essay as relates to
‘the kinds or classes of land recognized among them, thé manner in which
they were held, and his general conclusions.

In the pueblo of Mexico (Tenochtitlan), he remarks : “Feur quarters
had been formed by the localizing of four relationships composing them -
respectively, and it is expressly sfated that eéich one ‘might build in its
quarter (barrio) as it liked.”* The term for these relationships, in the Na-
huatl tongue, and used among all the tribes speaking it, was ‘calpulli’
It is also used to designate"a great hall or house, and we may therefore
infer that, originally at least, all the members of one kinship dwelt under
one common roof.* The ground thus occupied by the calpulh was NOT, as

! Durén (Cap. V, p. 42). Acosta’ (L)b VI1I, cap. VII, p. 467). Herrera (Dec 111, Lib. II cap.
XI, p. 61).
’Torquemuda (Lib. IT, cap LXVIII . 194. “Estabs de ordinario, reoogldo en una grande Sala
(6 calpul).” (Lib, 1II, cap. XXVII, p. 305. Lib. IV, cap. XIX, p. 396 (que asi llaman las Salas grandes
de Comanidad, G de Cabildo). We find, under the corrupted name of ‘galpon,” the ‘calpulli”in
- Nicaragua among the Niquirans, which speak a dialect of the Mexican (Nahuatl) language See E. G.
Squier (‘‘ Nicaragua,” Vol. II, p. 342). *“The council-houses were calléd grepons, surrounded by broad
corridors called galpons, beneath which the arms were kept, protected by a guard of young men”).
. Mr. Squier evidently bases upon Oviedo (“Hist. general,” Lib. XLII, cap. III,p.52. * Esta casade ~
rabildo llaman galpon . . . .” Itis another evidence in favor of our statements, that the kinship
formed the original unit of the tribe, and at the same time a hint that, as in New Mexico, ongmall 5
an ennre km inhabited a single large house. See Molina’s Vocab. (p.11).

.
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Torquemada:’ admits, asszgned to it by a hzgher power ;. the trzbal government

itself held No poMaIN which it might ‘apportion among subdivisions or to
individuals, either gratuitously or on condition of certain prestations, or
barter against a considération.! The tribal territory was distributed, at the
time of its occupancy, into possessory rzghts held by the KINDRED GROUPS A8
sucn, by common and tacit consent, as resulting natwrally from thexr organi-
zation and state of culture.? : :
-« The patches of solid ground on wblch these * quarters settled, were
gradually built over with dwellings, first made out of canes and reeds, and
latterly, as their means increased, of turf, ‘adobe,” and light stone These

- "houses were of {arge size, since it is stated that even at the time of the con-
" quest ¢ thei'e were seldom less than two, four, and six dwellers in ohe‘ house;

thus there were infinite people (m the pueblo). since, as there was no other

_way of prowdmg for them, many aggregated together as they might please’

Communal living, as the’ idea of the ¢ ‘calpulli’ implies, seems, therefore, to
have prevalled among the Mexlcans as late as the perwd of ‘their greatest

power.? . .

1The division into ‘‘quarters” is every where repreaented as resulting from common consent. But
nowhere is‘it stated that the tribal government or authority assigned locations to any of its fractions.

" This is only attributed to the chiefs, on the ynpposition that they, although elective, wexe still heteditary

monarchs.

3 There is no evidence of any fnbnte or prestation due by the quarters to the tribe. The custom
always remained, that the * calpulli” was sovereign within its limits. See Alonzo de Zurita (*‘ Rapport
sur les différentes classes de chefs de la Nouvelle-Espagne,” pp. 51-65). Besides, Ixtlilxochitl says:
(“Hist. des Chichim,” cap. XXXV, p. 242), “Other fields were called Calpolalli or Altepetlall¥” . Now
calpulalli (from * éalpulli,” quarter or kinship, and ‘‘tlalli,” soil), means soil of the kin, and altepetlalli
(““altepetl,” tribe), soil of the tribe. Clavigero even says that the lands called ¢ altepetlalli,” befong-

‘ing to the communities “of the towns and villages, were divided into so many parts as there were

quarters in the town, each quarter having ifs o1cn, without the,least conmection wi’h the other.” (Lib. VII,
cap.XIV.) This indicates plainly that the kinships held the soil, whereas the tribe occupied the terri-
torial expanse. The domain, either as pertaining to a« lord,” or to ‘s “state,” was unknown among

. the Indians in general. Even among the Peruvians, who were more adv anced than the Mexicans in

that respect, there was no domain of theé tribe.

3See Torquemada (Lib. II, cap. XI, and Lib. III, cap XXII) Durin (cap. V). .The quotatmn is
from Herrera (Dec. IT, Lib. VII, cap. XIII, p. 190), and is confirmed by Torquemada (Lib. III, cap. XXIII,
p-291), and especially by Gomara (‘ Conquista de Méjico,” p.443. Vedia, I). “Many married peoplo
(““muchos casados ”) live in one house, either on account of the brothers and relations being together,
as they do not divide their grounds (*‘ heredades”), or on account of the limited space of the pueblos; -
although the pueblos are large, and ‘even the houses.” Peter Martyr of Angleria (‘‘ De Novo Orbe,”
translated by Richard Eden and Michael Lok, London, 1612, Dec. V, cap. X, p. 228), says: *“But the
common houses themselves as hygh as a mapnes Girdle, were slso bnilt of stone, by reason of the
swellyng of the lake through the floode, or washing flote of the Ryvers fallying into it. Vpon those
greate foundations, they builde the reste of the house, with Bricke dryed, or burned in the sunne, inter-
mingled with Beames of Tymber, and the common houses have but onefloore or planchin.” We are
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“The soﬂ built over by each ‘calpulli” probabb_,rema‘med for some’
‘titie the only solid expanse held by the Mexicans. Gradually, however,
the necessity ‘was felt for an increase of this soil. Remaining unmolested

‘in the midst of canes and reeds;’ their numbers had augmented, and for
residence as well 2s for food a greater area was needed. Fishing and
hunting no longer satisfied a people whose original propensities were horti-

' cultural; they aspired to cultivate the soil asi they had once been accus-
tomed to, and after the manner of4he kindred tiibes surroundmg them.
For thig, purpose they began throwing up liitle artificial garden beds, * chi-

" nampas,’ on which they planted Indian corn and perhaps some cther vege-
tables. Such plots are still found, as ‘floating gardens,’ in the vicinity of
the present city of Mexlco, .and they are described as follows by a traveler
of this century :

~ “‘They are artificial gardens, about fifty or sixty yards long, and nat
more than four or five wide. They are separated by ditches of three or
four yards, and are made by taking the soil from the intervening ditch and
throwing it on the' chinampa, by which means the ground. is raised gen-
erally about a yard, and thus forms a small fertile garden, covered thh
the finest culma.rv vegetables, fruits, and flowers. * * *’

“ Each consanguine relationship thus gradually surrounded the surface
on which it dwelt with a number of garden plots sufficient to the wants of
its members. The aggregate area thereof, including the abodes, formed
the ¢ calpullalli’—soil of the ‘calpulli”—and was held by it as a unit; the single
tracts, however, being tilled and used for the benefit of the single families.
The mode of tenure of land among the Mexicans-at that period was there-

fore very simple. The tribe.claimed ifs territory, ‘ALTEPETLALLL’ an unde-
fined expanse over which it might extend—the ‘calpules,” however, keld and
possessed within that territory such_portions of it as were productive; each

forcibly reminded here of the houses of Itza on Lake Peten, which were found in 1695. ‘* Hist. de la
Cong. de los Itzaex,” Lib. VIII, cap. X1I,p. 494.” It was all filled with houses, some with stone walls
more than one rod high, and higher up of wood, and the roofs of straw, and some ouly of wood and
straw. There lived in them all the Inhabitants of the Island brutally together, ono relationship occu-
pying a single house.” See also the highly valuable Introduction to the second Dialogue of Cervantes-
Saldzar (*Mexico in 1554”) by my excellent friend Sr. Icazbalceta (pp. 73 and 74). )
1 Alonzo de Zurita (p.51). Ixtlilxochit] (‘‘ Hist. des Chichim,” cap. XXXV, p.242). Torquemada

(Lib. XIV, cap. VII, p. 545). Bustamante (‘‘Tezcoco en los ultimos Tiempos de sus antiguas Reyes,”
p. 232).

\
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‘calpulli’ béing sovereign within its limits, and. assigning to its individual
members for their use the ‘minor tracts into which the soil was parcelled in
consequence, of their mode of cultivation. If, therefore, the terms ‘altepet-
Jalli’ and ‘calpulalli’ are occasionally regarded as identical, it is because the
former 1ndlcates the occupancy, the latter the distribution of the soil. We
thus recognize-in the calpulli, or kindred group, the unit of tenure of what-
_ ever soil the Mexicans deemed worthy of definite. possession. Further on
‘we shall investigate how far individuals, as members of this communal unit,
participated in the aggregate tenure. = 4
“In the course of time, as the population further increased, seymentatwu
occurred within the four original ‘quarters,’new ‘ca]pulh being formed.! For
governmental purposes this segmentation produced a new result by leavmg,
_more particularly in military affairs, the first four clusters as great subdivis-
tons.®> But these, as soon as they had disaggregated ceased to be any longer
units of territorial possession, their original aréas being held thereafter by
the ‘minor quarters’ (as Herrera, for instanee, calls them), who exercised,
each one within its. limits, the same sovereignty which the original ‘calpulli’
formerly held over the whole:® A further consequence of this disaggrega-

1This successive formation of new *calpulli”is nowhere explicitly stated, but it is implied by
the passage of Durtin which we have already quoted (Cap. V, p. 42). It alsoresults from their military
organization as described in the ‘ Art of War” (p. 115). With the increase of populstion, the original
kinships necessarily disaggregated further, as we have seen it to hive occurzed among the Qquiché (see
¢ Popol-Vah,” quoted in our note 7), forming smaller groups of consanguinei. After the snccessfal war
against the Tecpanecas, of which we shall speak hereafter, we find at least twenty chiefs, representing
-as many kins (Dar#n, cap. XI, p. 97), besides three more, adopted then from thoee of Culhuacsn (Id.,
pp- 98 and 99). This indicates an increase.

3¢ Art of War, etc.,” pp. 115 and 120. ’ . ’

3 Torquemada (L1b. III, cap. ’(XIV, P. 295): ‘I confess it to be truth that this city of Mexico is
divided into four principal quarters, each one of which contains others, smaller ones, included, and all,
in common as well as in particular, have their commanders and leaders . . . .” Zurita (‘‘ Rapport,”
p.-56-64). That the smaller subdivisions were those who held the soil, and not the four original groups,
must be inferred from the fact that the ground was attached to the calpulli. Says Zurita (p. 51), ‘They
(the lands) do not belong to each inhabitant of the village, but to the calpulli, which possesses them in
common.” On the other hand, Torquemada states (Lib. XIV, cap. VII, p. 545), ‘‘That in each pueblo,
according to the number of people, there should be (were) clusters (‘parcialidades’) of diverse people
and families . . . . These clustefs were distributed by calpules, which are quarters (*barrios’), and
it happened that one of the aforesaid clusters sometimes contained three, four, and wore calpules,
according to the population of the place (‘pueblo’) or tribe.” The same author forther affirms: *‘ These
quarters and streets were all assorted and leveled with so much accuracy that those of one quarter
or street could not take a palm of land from those of another, and the same was with the streets, their
lots running (being scattered) all over ‘the pueblo ” Cousequently there were no communal lands
allotted to the four great quarters of Mexico as such, but each ome of the kinships {calpules) held its
part of the original aggregate. - Compare Gomara (Vedia, Vol. I, ““Coug. de Méjico,” p. 434: “‘Among

" tributaries it is a custom, ete.,etc.” Also p. 440). Clavigero (Lib. VII, cap. XIV): ¢ Each quarter has
its own tract, without the lesst connection with the others.”

rd
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.tion was (by rémoving the tnbal council farther from the calpules). the
necessity for an oficial bmldmg, excluswely devoted to the business of the
‘whole tribe alone! -

“This bull.dmg was the ‘tegpan’ called even by Torquemada, ‘house of

the community’; it was, therefore, since the council of chiefs was the high- -

est authority in the government, the ‘council house’ proper. It was erected
near the center of the ‘pueblo,’ and fronting the open space reserved. for
public celebrations. But, whereas formerly occa.smnal, gradually merging
into regular, meetings of the chiefs were sufficient, constant daxly attendance
at the “teepan’ became required, even to such an extent that a permanent
residence of tﬁe head-chief there resulted from it and was one of the duties of
the office. . Consequently the ’tlac'xtecuhth, his famlly, and such assistants
as he needed (like runners), dwelt at the ‘official house’ But this occu-
pancy was in no manner connected with a possessory right by the occupant,
whose family relmqmshed the abode as soon as the time of office expired

ough death of itsincumbent. The ‘teepan’ was occupied by the head war-
chiefs only as long as they exercised the functions of that office.? * o

“Of those tracts whose products were excluswely applied to the gov-
ernmental needs of the pueblo or tribe itself {taken as an independent unit)-
there were, as we have already seen, two particular classes:

‘“The first was the ‘teepan-tlalli’ land of the house of the commumty,
whose crops were applied to the sustenance of cuch as employ ed themselves
in the construction, ornamentation, and repairs of the public house. Oof
‘these there were sometimes several within the tribal area: They were tilled
in common by special families who resided on them, using the erops in com-
- pensation for the work they performed on the official buildings.

1Compare Durdn (Cap. XI, p. 8‘) Acosta (Lib. VII, cap, XXXI, p. 470). It appears as if the
‘‘teepan” had not been constructed previous to the middle of the 14th _century, the meetings of the
tribe being previously called together by priests, and probably in the open space around the main house
of worship. The fact of the priests calling the public mectings is proved by Durin (Cap. IVp p- 42).
Acosta (Lib. VII, cap. VII, p. 468). Veytia (Lib. II, eap. XVIII, pp. 156,159, Cap. XXI, p. 1£6).
Acosta first. mentions ‘' unos palacios, aunque harto pobres.” (Lib. VII, cap. 8, p« 470), on the occasion
of the election of the first regular “tlacatecuhtli:” Acama-plchth—-Torqnemada says (Lib. XTI, cap.
- XXII, p. 200) that they lived in miserable huts of reeds and straw, erected around the open space
where the altar or place of worship of Hmtleopochtli was built. The public bmldmg was certainly
their latest kind of construction.

*Nearly every author who attempts to describe minately the ‘ chief-house” (tecpan) mentxons it
as containing great halls (council-rooins). See the description of the teepan of Tezcnco by Ixtlilxochitl
(“Hist. des Clnchlméqnes,” cap. XXXVI, p. 247). R




MORGAX.) ' DIVISION OF THE LANDS. - 89
“The second. class was called ¢ tlatoca-tlalii," land of the speakers. * Of
these there was but one tract in each tribe, which was to be. ‘four hiindred

of their measures long on each side, each measu ing equal to three
Castilian'rods” “The" crops raised on such went exclusively to the require-

ments of the household at the ‘teepan,’ comprising the head-chief and his’
family with ‘the assistants. The tract was worked in tarn by the other .

members of the tribe, and it remained always pubhc ground reserved for
the same purposes? -
~“ Both of these kinds were often compnsed in one, and it is even not

improbable that the first one may “have been but a variety of the general

tribute-lands devoted to the benefit of the conquering confederates. Still
the evidence on this point is too indefinite to warrant such an assumption.
“While the crops raised on the ‘teepan-tlalli, as well as on the ‘tlatoca-
tlalli, were consumed exclusively by the official houses and households of
the tribe, the soil itself which produced these crops was neither claimed nor
possessed by the chiefs themselves or their descendants. It was simply, as

far as its products were concerned, official soil.® )
© “The establishing and maintaining of these areal subdstmns,was very

simple with the tribes of the mainland, since they all possessed ample terri-

tories for their wants and for the requirements of their organizations. Their
soil formed a contiguous unit. | It was not so, however, with the Mexicans
proper. With all their industry in adding artificial sod to the patch on
which they had originally settled, the solid surface +was eventually much
too small for their numbers, and they themselves put an efficient stop to

1Ixtlilxochit} (*“ Hist. des Chichim,” cap. XXXV, -p. 242). Vedia (Lib. III, cap. VI, p. 195). *“This
had to be four hundred of their measures in square (‘encuadro,’ each side long), each one of these being
equal tothree Castilianrods . .. .” See “Art of War” (p.944, nﬁte 183). ‘“The rod” (vara) is equal
10 2.78209 feet English (Guyot).
' 3Veytia (Lib. III, cap. VI, p. 193). It is superfluous to ravert to the erroneous impression that
the chiefs might dispose of it.
3¢Patrimonial Estates” are mentioned freqnently, bat the pomt is, where are they to be found ?
Neither the ‘‘teepan-tlalli” nor the *‘tlatoca-tlalli,” still less the ¢ calpulalli,” show any trace of indi-
viduoal ownership. ¢ Eredad” (heirloom) is called indiscriminately ‘“milli” and ¢‘cuemitl” (Molina,
Parte Ia, p. 57). The latter is also rendered as *tierra labrada, 6 camellon” (Molina, Parte Ila, p. 26).
It thus reminds us of the ‘‘chinamitl ” or -bed-(as the name ‘‘camellon” also implies), and reduces
. it to the proportion of an ordinary cultivated lot among the others contained within the area of the
calpulli. It is also called  tlalli,” but that is the general name for soil or ground. * Tierras o eredades
de particulares, juntas.en alguna vega,” is called “tlalmilli.” This decomposes into “tlalli” soil and
“milli.” But “vega” signifies a fertile tract or field, and thus we have’again the conception of com-
munal lands, dxvxded into lots improved by parncnla.r families, a8 the idea of communal tenure neces-
iarily implies,

-
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farther growth thereof by converting, as we have seen elsewhere, for the

~ purpose of defence, their marshy swroundings into water-sheets, through
.+ the construction of extensive causeways.! While the remhants of the origi-
"-_nal ‘teepantlalli’ and of the ‘tlatocatlalli’ still remained visible in the gar--
: dens, represented to us as purely ornamental, which dotted the pueblo of
Mexlco, the substantial elements wherewith to fulfill a purpose for which
they were no longer adequa.te had, in course of time, to be dmwn from the
‘mainland. But it was not feasible, from the nature of tnbg‘l.condltmn, to
~extend thither by colonization. The soil was held there Gy other tribes,
whom the Mexicans might well overpower and render tributary, but whom
they could not incorporate, since the kinships eomposing these tribes could
not be fused with their own. Outposts, however, were established on the
shores, at the outlets of the dykes, at Tepeyacac on the north, at Iztapala-
pan, Mexicaltzinco, and at Huitzilopocheo to the south, but these were only
_milita'ry positions, and beyond them the territory proper of the Mexicans
never extended.? Tribute, therefore, had to furnish the means for silstainiﬁo
their governmenta,l requirements in the matter of food, and the lrcbute lands

had to be distributed and divided, 50 as to correspond minutely to the details

. of their home organization For this reason we see, after'the overthrow of
the Tecpanecas, lands assigned apparently to the head war-chiefs, to the
'military chiefs of the quarters, ‘from which to derive some revenue for their
maintenance and that of their children* These tracts were but ‘official
tracts,’ and they were apart from those reserved for the special use of the
kmslnps The latter may have farnished that general tribute which, although

14 Art of War™ (pp: 150 and 151)., L H. Morgan (“Aucmnt Socletg,” Part I.l cap. VII pp. 190
and 191). o

2Humboldt (‘‘ Essai politique sur la Nouvelle Espagnc,” Vol. II, Lib. I1I, cap. VIII, p. 50)
Nearly all the old authors describe the public buildings as surrounded by pleasure-gronuds or orna-
mental gardens. It is very striking that, the pueblo having been founded in 1325, and nearly a century
having been spent in adding sufficient artificial sod to the originally small solid expanse settled, the
Menc:ms could have been ready so soon to establish purely decorative parks within an area, every inch
of which was valuable to them for subsistence alone!

3The Mexican tribe projer clustezed exclusively within the pueblo of Tenuchtitlan. The scttle-
ments at Iztapalapan, Huitzilopochco, and Mexicaltzinco were but military s'tatxons’—outworks, guarding
the issues of the causeways to the South. Tepeyacac (Guadalupe Hidalgo) was a similar position—
unimportant as to population—in the north. Chapultepec was a sacred spot, not inhabited by any nam-
ber of people, and only held by the Mexicans for burial purposes, and on account of the springs furnish-
ing fresh water to their pueblo.

4Tezozomoc (Cap. XV, p. 24).
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given nommally to the head war—chxef still was ‘for all the Mexxcans in
common.’
“The various da&es of lands which we have mentloned were, as far

as their tenure is concerned, included in the ‘calpulalli’ or lands of the -

kinships. Since the kin, or * calpulli was the unit of governmental organi-
zation, it also was the unit of landed tenure. Clavigero says: ‘The lands
called altepetlalli, that is, those who belonged to the communities of the
towns and villages, were divided into as many parts as there were quarters
in & town, and each quarter held its own for itself, and without the least
“connection with the rest.  Such lands could in no manner be alienated.”
N These ‘quarters’ were the ‘calpulli’; hence it follows that the consanguine
groups held the altepetlalli or soil of the tribe. '

“ We have, therefore, in Mexico the identical mode of the tenure of
lands which' Polo de Ondogardo had noted in Peru and reported to the

King of Spain, as follows: - * * * ¢Although the crops and other pro-

duce of these lands were devoted to the tribute, the land itself helonged to
the people themselves. Hence a thing will be appai‘ent which has not
hitherto been properly understood. ‘When any one wants land, it is con-
sidered sufficient if it can be shown- that it belonged to the Inca or to the
sun. But in this the Indians are treated with great injustice; for in those
days they paid the tribute, and the land was theirs’* * * * E

~ “The expanse held and occupied by the calpulli, and therefore called
‘¢ calpulalli’ was possessed by the kin in joint tenure.3 It could neither be

t & Stonia del Messico ” (Lib. VII, cap. XVI).

2 5 Narratives of the Rites and Laws of the Yncas, translated from'the original Spnmsh manu-
scripts, and edited by Clement R. Markham.” Publication of the ** Hackluyt Society,” 1873, - ¢ Report
of Polo de Ondegando,” who was “ Regidor 7 of Cuzco in 1560, and a very important authority (see

Prescott, *‘History of the Conquest of Peru,” note to Book I, cap. V). Confirmed by Garcia (*El ’

Origen de los Indios,™ Lib. IV, cap. XVI, p. 162).
3Zurita (** Rapport,” cte,, ete., p. 50):  *“Tho chiefs of the second class are yet called calpnllec
in the singular and ohiuancallec in the plural. (This is evidently incorrect, since the words ‘calpulli’
and ¢ chinancalli* can caxily be distinguished from each other. ¢ Lhmnnca]h," however, after Molina
means *cercado de scto” (Parte Ila, p. 21), or'an inclosed area,and if we connect it with the old origi-
. nal * chinamitl’ we are forcibly carried back to the early times, when the Mexicans but dwelt on a

- few flakes of more ot less solid ground.  This is an additional evidence in favor of the views we have -

taken of the growth of landed tenure among the Mexican tribe. Weo mast never forget that the term
is - ‘Nahuatl,” and as such mwmzcd Ly all the otlier tribes, outside of the Mexicans proper. The inter-
- pretation as *family * in the QQuiché tongue of Guatemala, which we have already mentioned, turns
up here as of further importance ; th. is chiefs of an old race or family, from the word calpulli or chi-
nancalli, which is the same, and signifies a quarter (barrio), inhabited by a }'amily knoxn, or of old

¢
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alienated nor sold ; in fact, there is no $race of barter or sale of land pre-
vious to the conquest.! If, however, any calpulli weakened, through loss
of numbers from any cause whatever, it might farm out its area to another
similar group, deriving subsistence from the rent.? If the kinship died out,
and its lands therefore became vacant, then they were either added to those
of another whose share was not adequate for its wants or they were dis-
‘tributed among all the remaining calpulli’® The calpulli wasa democratic
_organization. Its business lay in the hands of elective chiefs—‘old men’
promoted to that dignity, as we intend to prove in a subsequent paper, for
their merits and experience, and after severe religious ordeals. These chiefs
formed the council of the kin or quagter, but their authority was not absp-
lute, since on all important occasions a general meeting of the kindred was
convened.* The council in turn selected an executive, the ‘calpullec’ or
¢ chinancallec, who in war officiated as ‘achcacauhtin’ or ‘teachcauhtin’

origin, which possesses since long time a territory whose limits are kﬁown, and wlonose members are of
the same lineage.” ¢ Tbhe calpullis, families or quarters, are very common in each province. Among the
lands which were given to the chiefs of the second class there were also calpullis. These lands are the
property of the people in general (‘de la masse du peuple’) from the time the Indians reached this

.“jand. Each family or tribe received a portion of the soil for perpetual enjoyment.. They also had the

name of calpulli, and until now this property has been respected. They do not belong to each inhabit-
ant of the village in particular, but to the ca'pnlh, which possesses them in common.” Don Ramirez
de Fuenleal, letter dated Mexico, 3 Nov.,1532 (“ Recueil de pitces,” etc., Ternaux-Compans, p. 253):

¢ There are very few people in the villages whichhave lands of theirown; * * * thelandsare held
in common and cultivated in common.” Herrera (Dec. III, Lib.. IV, cap. XV, p. 135) cqg_ﬁrms, in a
condensed form, the ptatements of Zurita, ¢ and they are not private lauds of each one, but held in com-
mon.” Torquemada (Lib. XIV, cap. VII, p. 545.) Veytia (Lib III, cap. VI, p. 196). ¢ Finally, thero °
‘were other tracts of lands in each tribe, called calpulalli, which is land of the calpules (barrios), which
also were worked in common.” Oviedo (Lib. XXXII, cap. LI, pp. 536 and 537). Clavwero (Lib. VII,

_ cap. XIV). Bustamante (“Tezcoco,” etc., Parte Ila, cap. V. p. 232).

1 Zurita (p. 52): ‘“He who obtamed them from the sovereign has not the right to dispose of
them.” Herrera (Dec. III, Lib, IV, cap. XV, p. 135): ¢ He who possessed them could not alienate
them, although he enjoyed their use for his lifetime.” Torquemada (Lib. XIV, cap. VII, p. 545)*
“Disputes about lands are frequently mbntioned, but they refer to the enjoyment and possession, and
not the transfer of the land. “Baron Humboldt (¢ Vues des Cordilleres et monuments indigdues des
peuples de 1’Améﬁque,” Vol. I, Tab. V) reproduces a Mexican painting representing a litigation about
land. But this painting was made subsequent to the conquest, as the fact that the parties contending
are Indians and Spaniards sufficiently asserts. Occasional mention is made that certain lands ‘‘counld
be sold.” All such tracts, however, like the ‘ pallali,” have been shown by us to be held in communal
tenure of the soil, their enjoyment alone being given to individanals and their families.

2 Zurita (p. 93): ‘ In case of need it was permitted 40 farm out the lands of a calpulli to the in-
‘habitants of another quartur » Herrera (Dec. III, lib. IV, cap. XV, p. 134) : “ They could be rented out
to another lineage.” :

* 3Zurita (p. 52): ““ When a family dies out, its lands revert to the calpulli, and the chief dis-
tributes them among such members of the quarter as are most in need of it.”

4 Zurita (pp. 60, 61, 62). Ramirez de Fuenleal (“ Letter,” etc., Ternaux-Compaus, p. 249).
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(elder brother).! This office was for life or during good behavior.? It was
one of his duties to keep a reckoning of the soil of the calpulli, or ‘calpu- .
lalli,’ together with a récord of its members, and of the areas assigneéd to .
each family, and to note also whatever changes occurred in their distribu- ‘
tion.® Such changes, if unimportant, might be made by him ; more impor- o . =
tant ones, or contested cases, had to be referred to the council of the kin- ‘
ship, which in turn often appealed to a gathering of the entire quarter.*
“The ‘calpulalli’ was divided into lots or arable beds, ‘tlalmilli.”® :
These were assigned each to one of the married males of the kinship, to be -
~worked by him for his use and that of his family. If one of these lots =
remained unimproved for the term of two consecutive years, it fell back to ' : e
the quarter for redistribution. - ‘The same occurred if the family'enjoying'
its possession removed from the calpulli. But it does not appear that the
cultivation had always to be performed by the holders of the tract them-
selves. The fact of improvement under the name of a certain tenant was
only required to insure this tenant’s rights.®

1Zurita (p. 60) : The calpulli have a chief taken necessarily from among the tribe; he must be -~
one of the principal inhabitants, an able mau who can assist and defend the people. The election takes
place among them. * * * The office of this chief is not hereditary ; ; when any one dies, they elect in
* his place the most resffcted old man. * * ~* If the deceased has left a son who is able the choice
falls upon him, and a relative of the former incambent is alwaye preferred” (Id., pp. 50 and. 222).
Simancas M. S. S. (*De Pordre de succession,” ete. ; ‘‘Recucil,” p. 225): As to the mode of regulatiug es
the jurisdiction and electxon of the alcaldes ‘and regidors of tbe villages, they nominated men of note -
who had the title of achca itin. * * * There were no ofher elections of officers.” * * * < Arg
of War,” etc. (pp. 119 and 139).
" % Zurita (pp. 60 and 61) Herrera (Dec. Iﬁ Lib. IV, cap. XV, cap. 125): ““1 ]e elegian entresi y
teman por maior.” -, { °
' 3 Zurita (pp. 61 and 62 ): “Thls chief has charge of" the linds of the calpulli. It is his duty to
defend their possession. He keeps paintings showing the tracts, the names of their holders, the situa-
tion, the limits, the number.of men tilling them, the wealth of private individuals, the desxg'natlons of
such as are vacant, of others that belong to the Spaniards, the date of donation, to whom and by whom . . )
they were given. Thesc puintings he constantly renews, according to the chauges occurring, and in .
this they are very skillful.” It is singalar that Motolinia, in his ¢ Epistola proémial” (“‘Col. de Doc.” ; ’
Icazbaleeta, Vol. I, p. 3), among the five ** books of paintings” which he says the Mexicans had, makes
no mention of the ab{)"v'o._ Ncither doeshe notice it in hisletter dated Cholula, 27 Aug:, 1354 (¢ Recueil
de picces,” ete., Ternaux-Compans). ) : o
¢ Zurita “Rapport -ete., pp. 56 and 62) We quote him in preference, since no. other author
known to us has been so detailed.
6 ¢ Tlakmilli ” ¢ tierras, 4 heredades de part.cnlares, que estan Junta.s ‘en alguna vega » (Mohna,
Part Il a, p. 124).
8 Each fi um]v, represented by its male hea.d obtamed a certain tract or lot for cultivation and
use, Zurita (p. 53)."\ * The party (member of the calpulli, because no member of another one had the
right to settle within the area of it—see Id., p. 53), who has no lands applies to the chief of the cal-
pulli, who, upon the advice of ‘the other old men, assigns to him such as corresponds to his ability and
wants. These lands go to his heirs.” * * * Id, p.56). “The proprietor who did niot cultivate
during two years, either through his own fault or through negligence, without just cause, * * * he
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“ Therefore the chiefs and their families, although they co d not, from

the nature of their duties, till the land themselves, still could remain entitled ‘

to their share of * tlalmilpa’ as members of the calpulli. Such tracts were
cultivated by others for their use. - They were called by the specific name
of ¢pillali’ (lands of the chiefs or of the children, from * piltontli,’ bd'y, ‘or

¢ piltzintli,’ child), and those who cultivated them carried the appel]atlon of
¢ tlalmaitl’*~hands of the soil.? ;.

“The ‘tlalmilpa,” whether held by chiefs or by ordinary members of
the kin (‘macehuales’), wete, therefote, the only tracts of land possessed for
use by individuals in ancient Mexico. They were so far distinguished from
the ‘ tecpantlalli’ and ‘tlatocatlalli’ in their mode of tenure as, whereas the
latter two were dependent from a certain office, the incumbent of which

~ changed at each election, the ‘tlalmilli’ was assigned to a certain family,

and its possession, therefore, connected with customs of inheritance.

“Being thus led to investigate the customs of Inheritance of the
ancient Mexicans, we have to premise here, that the personal eﬂ‘ects of a
deceased can be but slightly considered. The rule was, in general, that
whatever a man held descended to his offspring.? Among fnost of the

was called upon to improve them, and if he failed to do so they were given to another the following

year.” Bustamante (Tezcocg, etc., Parte Illa, p. 190, cap I): “The fact that any holder of a ‘tlal-
milli’ might rent out his share, if he himself was occupied in a line: pretlading him from actual work
on it, results from the lands of the ‘calpulli’ being represented alternately treated as communal and
again as private lands. Besides, it is said of the traders who, from the nature of their occupation, were
mostly absent, that they were also members and participants of a ‘calpulli’ (Zurita, p. 223. Sahagun,

Lib. VIIL, cap III, p. 349): “Now, as every Mexican belonged to a-kinship, which held lands after the

plan exposed above, it follows that such as were not able to work themselves, on account of their per-
forming other duties subservient to the interests of the commaunity, still preserved their tracts by having
others to work them for their benefit. It was not the right of tenancy which authorizes the improve-
ment, but the fact of improvem ent for a certam purpose and benefit, which secured the possession or
tenancy.”

! From ‘“tlalli” soil, and *‘ maitl’ hand Hands of the soil. ‘Molina (Parte Ila, p. 124) bas:

* ¢ tlalmaitl >—‘‘labrador, d gafian.” This name is given in distinction of the *‘macehuales” or people

working the soil in general. The tlalmaites are identical with the ‘* mayeques.” (See Zurita, p. 224):

«¢ tlalmaites or mayeques, which signities tillers of the soil of others.” * * * He distinguishes them
plainly from the ¢teccallec,” which are the. “tecpanpouhque 7 or ‘‘ tecpantlaca” formerly mentioned
as attending to a class of official lands (p. 221, Zurita). Herrera (Dec. 1II, Lib, IV, cap. XV1I, p. 133):
“These. mayeques could not go from one tract to another, neither leave those whichtliey cultivated, and

" they paid a rent to its masters according as they agreed upon (‘en lo que se concertaban’) in what they

raiged. They paid tribute to nobody else but the master of the land.” This tends to show that there
existed 1ot an established obligation, a serfdom, but a voluntary contract, that the “tlulmaites’ were
not serfs, but simply renters. .

2Motolinia (Tratado II, cap. V, p. 120): ‘But they left their houses and lands to their chil-
dren ; . .” -Gomara (p. 434): “Es costumbre de pecheros que el hijo mayor herede al padre en toda
la hacienda raiz y mueble, y que tenga y mantenga todos los hermanos y sobrinos, con tal que'hagan
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opment, the kindred group. inherited, and the common ancestor.of this kin
being considered a female, it follows that if'a man died, not his children,
stxll less his wife, but his mother’s descendants, that is, his brothers, sisters,
in ‘fact the. entire consanguine relationship from which he derived on his
mather’s side, were his heirs?> Such may have been the case even among
" the Muysca of New Granada® It was different, however, in Mexico, where
we meet with traces of a decided progress. Not only had descent been
changed to the male line,* but heirship was limited, to the exclusion of the
kin and of the agnates themselves, to the children of the male sex® What-
ever personal effects a father left, which were not offered up in sacrifice at
“the ceremonies of hii funeral,® they were distributed among his male off-

ellos lo que el les mandare.” - Clavigero (Lib. VII, cap. XIII): *In Mexico, and nearly the entire realu,
the royal family excepted as already told, the sons succeeded to the father’s rights; and if there were
no sons, then the brothers, and the brothers' sons inberited.” Bustamaate (*‘Tezcoco,” etc., p. 219):
In all these cases, Bastumante only speaks of chiefs; bnt the quomtnons from Motolinia and Gomara
directly apply to the people in general.

_ IMr. L. H. Morgan has investigated the customs of inheritance, not only smong the northern
Indians, but also among the pueblo Indians of New Mexico. He establishes the fact, that the *kin-

ship” or *yens,” which we may justly consider as the unit of organjzation in American aborigmal'

society, participated in the propeérty of the deceased. He proves it among the Iroqnois (“Ancient So-
ciety,” Part II, cap. II, pp. 75 and 76). Wyandottes, Id., cap. VII, P-353. Missoari-tribes, p. 155.

Winnebagoes, p. 157. Mandans, p. 158, Minnitarees, p. 159. Creeks, p. 161. Choctas, p. 162. Chiek- ‘
asas, p. 163. Ojibwas, p. 167; also Potowattomies and Crees, Miamis, p. 168. Shawnees, p. 169. -

Sauks, Foxes, and Menominies, p. 170. Delawares, p. 172. Munsees and Mohegans, p. 173. Finally,
the pueblo Indians of New Mexico ure shown to have, if not the identical at least a similar mode of
inheritance. It would be easy to secure further evidence, from South America also.

2 “Ancient Society ™ (Part II, cap. 1, p. 75; Part IV, cap. I, pp. 528,530, 531, 536, and 537).

« 3Gomara (‘‘Historia de las Indlos,” Vedia I p- €01). Gartia (“Origen de los Indios,” Lib. 1V,
cap. 23, p. 247).. Piedrahita (Parte 1, Lib. I, cap. 5, p. 27). Joazquin Acosta (‘“‘Compendio historico del
Descumbrimiento y Colonisazion de laNueva-Gmnadn,” Cap. XI, p. 201). Ternaux-Compans(“L’nnclen
Cundinamarea,” pp. 21 and 38).

sMotolinia (Trat. II, cap. V, p. 120). .Gomara (p 434) Clavigero (L:b V11, cap. XIII). Zunta.
(pp. 12 and 43). :

s Letter of Motolinia and Diego d’Olarte to Don Luis de Velasco, Cholula, 27 Ang., 1554 (“Re-
cueil,” etc., ete., p. 407): “The daughters did not inherit; it was the principal, wife’s sour .
Besides, nearly every author designates but a son, or sons, as the heirs. There is no mention mzulo of
daughters at all. In Tlaxcallan, it is also expressly mentioned that the daughters did not inherit (Tor-
quemmla, Lib. XI, cap. XXII, p. 348). In general, th: position of woman in ancient Mexico was a very
inferior one, and but little above that which it occupies among Indians in general. (Compare the
description of Gomara, p. 440, Vedia I, with those of Sahagun. - Lib. X, cap. I, p. 1; cap. XIII, pp..
30, 31, 32, and 33. The fact is generally conceded). H. H. Bancroft, “Native Races,” Vol. II, cap:
VI, p. 224, ete.

6 Motolinia (Trat. II, cap. V, p. 120) Torquemnda (Lib, XIII, cap. XLII to XLVIII, pp. 515 to
529). Acosta (Lib. V, cap. VIII, pp. 320,321, and 322). Gomara (pp. 436 and 437, Vedia, I). Mendicta
(Lib. II, eap. XL, pp. 162 and 163). Clavigers (Lib. VI, cap XXX].X) ““They burnt the clothes, ar-
rows, and a portiou of the houschold utensils . . . . .

northern Indians a large‘clﬁster 'participated.‘ In conformity with the or-
ganization of society based upon kin, when in the first stage of its devel-
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springs, and if there were none, they went to his brothers. Females held

nothing whatever, beyond their weanng apparel and some few ornaments
for personal use. : .

“The ‘tlalmilli’ itself, at the demise of o father, went to his oldest som,
with the obligation to improve it for the benefit of the entire family until
the other children had been disposed of by marriage® But the other males -
could apply to the chief of the calpulli for a ‘tlalmilli’ of their own;* the
females went with their husbands. .Single blessedness, among the Mexij-
cans, appears to have occurred only in case of religious vows, and in which
case they fell back for sul}sisfénce upon the part allotted to worship,.or in
case of great infirmities, for which the calpulli provided® No mention is
made of the widow participating in the products of the !tlalmilli, still it is
presumable that she was one of those whom the oldest son had to support.
There are indications that the widow could remarry, in whlch case her hus-
‘band, of course, provxded for her. ’

“The customs of Inheritance, as above reported, were the same with
chiefs as well as with the ordinary members of thie tribe. Of the personal
effects very little remained, since the higher the office was which the de-
ceased had held, the more display was made at his cremation, and conse-

- quently the more of his dresses, weapons, and ornaments were burnt with the

body. Of lands, the chiefs only held each their ‘tlalmilli’ in the usual way,
as members of their kin, whereas the other ‘official’ lots went to the new
incumbents of the oﬁices.. Tt should always be borne in mind that none
of these offices were hered.xtary themselves. Still, a certain ‘right of suc-

- cession’ is generally admitted as having existed. Thus, with the Tezcucans,

the office of head war-chief ‘might pass from father to son,* at Mexico from

1Gomara (“Cong. de Mgjico, p. 434): “It is customary among tribatary classes that the oldest °
son shall inherit the father’s property, real and personal, and shall maintain and support all the brothers
and nephews, provided they do what he commands them. The reason why they do not partition the
estates is in order not to decrease it through such a partition . . . . ” Simancas M. 8.8, (“ Re-
cueil,” etc., etc., p. 224): “Relative to the calpulalli . .- . . the sons mostly inherited.”

8 Zurita (p. 55): ‘“He who has no land applies to the chief of the tribe (calpulli), who, upon the
advice of the other old men, assigns to him a tract suitable for his wants, and corresponding to his abil-
ities and to his strength.,” Herrera (Dec. I, Lib. IV, cap. XV, p. 135).

3 Such unmarried females were the ‘nuns” frequently mentioned by the old writers. We shall
bave occasion to investigate the point in our paper on * The ancient Mexican priesthood.” ' As attend-
ants to worship, rhey participated in the tributes farnished towards it by each calpulli, of v;lnch we
bave spok:u. <

+Zusita (p. 12). quam “(Vedia I, p. 4:%). Torquemada (Lib. IX, cap. IV, p. 177 ; Lib. XI,
cap. 27, p. 336, ete. cte.). : . ‘ : o
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brother to bfdi:l;er, and from uncle to Anephev‘v This"might, eventually,

~ have tended to perpetuate the office in the family, and with it also the pos-
. session of certain lands, sttached to that officer’s functions and dnnes. But’
it is quite certain -too that this stage “of development had not yet been °

reached by any of thé tribes of Mexico at the time o{ its conquest by the
Spamards The prmclpal idea had not yet ‘been dev%loped, namely, that of
the domdin, which, in eastern countries at least; gradually seo'regated into

individually h;redmary tenures and ownershlps.

“Qut of the seanty remains thus left of certain features of aboriginal

- life in ancient Mexico, as well as out of the conflicting statements ‘about

that country’s early history,-we have now attempted to reconstruct the con-

~ -ceptions of the.Mexican abongmes about tenure of lands, as well as their
mamer of distribution thereof. - Our mqumes seem to Justify the followmg -

conclusions :

Sue The notion’ of abstract ownership of the so:l exther by a natlon‘.
or state, or by the head of its government, or by md1v1duals, was uuknown
to the ancient Mexicans. . :

“2. Definite possessory right was s vested in the kinships composing the
tribe; but the idea of sale, barter, or conveyance. or ahenatlon of sach by
the kin had not been conceived. ' '

* «3, Individuals, whatever might be their position or office, without any
exceptxon, held but the right to use certain defined lots for their sustenance,

_ which right, although hereditary in the male line, was nevertheless limited

to the conditions of residence Wlthln the area held by the kin, and of culti-
vation éither by or in the name of him to whom the said lots were assigned.
“4, No possessory rights to land were attached to any office or chief-

ﬁ.incy As members of a kin, each: chief had the use of a certain lot, which

he could rent or farm to others, for his benefit. ~

“5. For the requirements of tribal business, and of the governmental
features of the kinships (public hospitality included), certain tracts were
set apart as official lands, out of which the official households were supplied
and sustained; but these lands and their products were totally mdepeudent
from the persons or families of the chiefs themselves.

1This fact is too amply proven to'need special referemces. We reserve it for final discussion in
our proposed paper on the chiefs of the Mexicans, and the duties, powers and funciiqns of their' oftice,

7
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. 6. Conquest of any tribe by the Mexicans was not followed by an
annexatlon of that tribe's” territory, nor by an apportionment of its soil
among the conquerors. ' Tribute was exacted, and, for the purpose of raiging

that tribute (in part), special tracts were set off; the crops of which were' |

. gathered for the storehouses of Mexico. -

, - 7. Consequently, as our previous investigations (of the. warllke insti-
tutions and customs of the ancient Mexlcans) have disproved the generally -

received notion of a military despotism prevailing among them, so the
‘results of his review of Tenure and distributien of lands tend to establish
‘that the principle and institution of feuda.hty did not exist in abongmal
- Mexico.””

| Among the Peruvxans their land syswm was proba.bly much the same
as among the ancient Mexicans. But according to Garcilapo de la Vega,

‘they had carried. their system with respect to lands a little farther. Their - |

lands, he remarks, were “divided into three parts and applied to different
uses. . The first was for the Sun, his priests and ministers; the second was
for the King,and for the support and maintenance of his governors and
officers. * * * ‘And the third wasfor the natives and sojourners of the

provinces, which was divided equally accordmg to the needs which each -

family required.™

While these several statements may not present the exact case in all |

respects in Peru, Mexico, or among the Northern Indian tribes, they suf-
ficiently indicate the ownership of land by communities of persons, larger

. or sm'xller, with a system of tillage that points to large households. Neither

the Peravians, not the Aztecs, nor any-Indian tribe had attained to a knowl-
edge: of the ownership of.land in severalty in fee simple at the period of
their discovery. Thisknowledge belongs to the period of civilization. There
is not the slightest. probability that any Indian, whether Iroquois, Mexican,
or Peruvian, ‘owned a foot of land that he could call his own, with power to
sell and .convey the same in fee s1mp1e to whomsoever he pleased

1Royal Commentanesof Pern, Lond. ed., 1688. Rycaut, trans., p. 154,
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THE CUSTOM OF HAVING BUT ONE PREPARED MEAL EACH DAY—A DINNER—AND

. THEIR SEPARATION AT MEALS, THE MEN EA FIRST, AND THE WOMEN AND
CHILDREN AFTERWARDS . :

This was the usage among the Ind:a.n, tribes in the Lower Status of bar-
barism. In the Middle Status there seems to we been more method and
regularity of life, but no change in their customs with respect to food, so
marked-in character that we are forced to recognize a new plan of domes-
tic life among them. The Iroquois had but ong cooked meal each day. It
‘was a8 much as their resources and organization for housekeeping could
furnish, and was as much as they needed. If was preparéd_ and served

nsually before the noon-day hour, ten or elever o’clock, and may be called - |

~ a dinner. At this time the prmclpal cooking for the day was done. After
its division at the kettle, among the members of jthe household, it was servéd

warm to each person in earthen or wooden bowk. = They had neither tables,

‘nor chairs, or- plates, in ‘bur sense, NOr any r in the nature of a kitchen
or a dining room, but ate each by himself, sitting or standing, and where

" most convenient to the person. They also separated as to the time of eat- -

ing, the men eating first and by themselves, [and the women and. children
afterwards and by themselves. That which rgmained was reserved for any

~member of the household when hungry. Towards evening the women |
cooked hominy, the maize having been -po nded into bits the size of a

kernel of rice, which was boiled and put aside to be used cold as a lunch
in thé morning or evening, and for the en ertainment of visitors. They
had neither a formal breakfast nor a supper| Each person, when hungry,
até of whatever food the house contained| -They Were moderate eaters.
This is a fair-picture of Indian life in general in America, when discovered.
After intercourse comwmented with whites, fhe Iroquois gradually began to
adopt our mode of life, but very slowly./ One of the dlﬂicultles was to
change the old usage and accustom themselves to eat together It came in
by degrees, first with the breaking up of the old plan of hvmg together in
numbers in the old long-houses, and with the substitution of single houses
for each family, which ended communigm and living in the large household,
and substituted the submstem,e of a single family through individual effort.

After many years came the use of the table and chairs among the more -
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advanced families of the Iroquois trﬂ*s There are still upon the Iroquoxs
reservations in this State many, log houses or cabins with but a single room
on the ground floor, and a loft above, with neither a table or chair in their
scanty furniture. A portion of them still live very much in the old style,’
with perhaps two regular meals daily instead of one. That they have made
this much of change in the course of two centuries must be accounted
remarkable, for they have been compell®d, so to speak, to jump one entire
ethnical period, without the experience or training of so many intervening

- generations, and without the brain-growth such a change of the plan of

domestic life implies, when reached through natural individual experience
There is a tradition still current among the Seneca-Iroquois, if the memory
of s0 recent an occurrence may be called traditional, that when the propo-
sition that man and ‘wife should eat together, which was so’ contrary to im-

- memorial usage, was first determined .in the affirmative, it was formally

agreed that man and wife should sit down together_ st the same dish and

eat with the same ladle, the man eating first and then the woman, and so

alternately until the meal was finished.

The ‘testimony of such writers as have noticed the house-life of the
Indian tribes is not uniform in respect to the number of meals a day. Thus
Catlin remarks, “As I have ‘before - observed, these men (the Mandans)
generally eat but twice a day, and many times not more than once, and

. these meals are light and simple * * * The North American Indians,

taking them in the aggregate, even whefi they have an abundance to sub-_

- sist on, eat less than any civilized population of equal numbers that I have
ever travelled amoxig.”1 And Heckewelder, speaking of the Delawares and
other tribes, says: ‘“They commonly make two meals every 8ay, which they -

~ say is enough. ‘If any one should feel hungry between meal-times, there

is generally something in the house ready for him:? ~ Adair contents himself
with stating of the Chocta and Cherokee tribes that “they have no stated
meal time.™ There was doubtless some variation in different localities, and
even in the same household; but as a general rule, from what is known of

" 1 North American Indians, Philadelphia ed., 1857, i, 203'
3 Indian Nations, 193. .
3History of the American Indian, Lond. ed., 1775, p. 17.

N

<
e




 MORGAN.] - ‘SAME AMONG ANOIENT MEXICANS 101

their mode of lnfe, one prepared meal each day exﬁresses very nearly all

the people in this condition of society can do for the sustenance of mankind.
Although the sedentary Village Indians were one ethnical period in
advance-of the Northern Indians, there can be but little doubt that their

mode of life in this respect was substantially the same. Among the Aztecs

or ancient Mexicans a dinner was provided about midday, but we have no
satlsfactorv account of a breakfast or a supper habitually and regnlar]y
prepared. wahzatlon, with its diversified industri¢s, its multiplied prod-
ucts, and its monogamian famﬂy, affords a breakfast and supper in addi-
tion to a dinner. It is doubtful whether they are older than civilization;
'and even if they can be definitely traced backward into the oldér period of
barbarism, there is little probability of their being found in the Middle
period. ' Clavigero attempts to irrvest the Aztecs with a breakfast, but he
was unable to find any evidence of a supper. ¢ After a few hours of labor
in ‘the morning‘,” he observes,’ “they took their breakfast, which was most
commonly atolli, a gruel of maize, and their dinner after midday; but
'a'mo,ngnll the historians we can find no mention of their supper.”* The
“ gruel of maize” here mentioned as forming usually the Aztec breakfast
suggests the “hominy of the Troquois,” which, like it, was not unlikely kept
constantly prepared in. every~Mexican house as a lunch for the hungry.
Two meals each day are mentioned by other Spanish authors, but as the
Aztecs, as well as the tribes in Yucatan and Central America, were ignorant
of the use of tables and chairs in eating their food, divided their food from
the kettle, placing the dinner of each person usually in a separate bowl, and
separated at their meals, the men eating first and by themselves, and the
women and children afterwards, this similarity of usage renders it proba-
ble they were not far removed from the Iroquois in respect to the time and
manner of taking their food ~Montezuma’s. dinner, witnessed by Bernal-
Diaz and others, and elaborately described by a number of authors, shows
that the Aztecs had a smoking hot dinner. each day, prepared regularly,
and on a scale adequate to a large household; that the dinner of each per-
son was placed in one bowl, and all these bowls to the number of several
" hundred were brought in and set down together upon the floor of one room,

1 History of Mexico, ii, 262.
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where they were taken up one by one by i':he male members of the house- -

‘hold, and the contents eaten sitting down upon the floor or standing in the

- open court, as best suited them. The breakfast that preceded it, and the
- supper that follows, are not mentioned, from ;v'hicb we infer that there was

neither a breakfast nor a supper for these mqmsmve observers to see.
Neither is the subsequent dinner of the women and children of the house-
hold mentioned, from which it may. be inferred that as the men ate their

~ dinner first in a particular hall by themselves, the women and children took

their dinner later in another hall, not seen by the Spaniards.

TIn the accounts of Montezuma’s dinner a cook-house or kitchen is men-
tioned, in which the dinner for the large household of the “Tecpan” or
“official house,” so fully explained above by Mr. Bandelier, was prepared.
This kitchen, and the use of another room, where the bowls containing the

~ dinner of each person separately were set down on the floor in a mass by

Sk ey e S

themselves—an incipient dining-room—make their first appearance in the

- Middle Status of barbarism. But, as will be notlced, they are but rude

realizations of the kitchen and dining-room of civilized man. The pueblo .
houses in Yucatan ahd Chiapas, now in ruins, are without. chimneys, from

~ which it may be inferred that no cooking was done within them. At Uxmal

we Tecognize in the Governor's House the Tecpan or official-house, and in
the House of the Nuns, and other structures which formed the pueblo, the
joint-tenement houses in which the body of the tribe resided. If the truth
of the matter is ever ascertained, it will probably be found that the dinner
for each household group, consisting of several families, was prepared in a
common cook-house outside of the main structure, and that it was d1v1ded

. at the kettle to the individuals of each household.

The separation of the sexes at their meals has been sufficiently referred

“to among the Iroquois. Robertson states the usage as general: “They

must approach their lords with reverence; they must regard them as more
exalted beings, and are not permitted to eat in théir presence” Catlin
the same: “These women, however, although graeeful and civil, and -ever
so beautiful, or ever so hungry, are not allowed to sit i the same group

- with the men whlle at their meals. So far as I have yet travelled in the

’Hlstory of Amenca, New York ed 1856, 178.
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Indian country, I have never seen an , Indisn woman eating with her {g:

band.. Men form the first group at the banquet, and women and children
and dogs all come together at the next.”’ And Adair “for the men feast by
themselves and the women eat the remains.”? Hetrera remarks that “the
woman of Yucatan aré rather larger than the Spanish, and generally have
good faces, * * -* but they would formerly be drunk at their festivals,
though they did -eat apart "3 And Sahagun, speaking of the ceremony of
baptism among the Aztecs, observes that “to the women, who ate apart,
they did not give cacao to drink.”* With these general references to the

universality of the practice on the part of the men of” eating first, ‘and

leaving the women and children to come afterwards, accordmg to’the man--
ners of barbarism, we leave the subject

! North American Indians, i, 202. - " History of the American Indians, p. 1
3History of America, iv, 175. . - 4 Historia General, kb, iv, 36.
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"CHAPTER V.
HOUSES OF INDIAN TRIBES NORTH OF NEW MEXICO.

The growth of the idea of house architecture in general is a subject

" more comiprehensive than the scope of this volume. But there is one phase
- of this growth, illustrating as it does the condition of society and of the -
. family in savagery and in barbarism, to which attention will be invited. -

It is found in Yhe domestic archltecture of the American aborigines, ‘con-
sidered as a whole, and as parts of one system. As a system it stands’
relgted to the mstltutlons, usages, and customs presented in the previous
chapters. There is pot only abundant evidence in the collective architec-
ture of the Indian tribes of the gradual development.of this great faculty

or aptitude of the human mind among them, through three ethnical periods,

but the structiires themselves, or a knowledge of them, remain for com-
parison with ea:Qh other. A comparison will show that they belong to a
common indigehous systémof architecture. There is a common principle
running through all this architecture, from the hut of the savage to the:

~ commodious joint-tenement house of the Village Indiaris of Mexico and

Central Americ,] Mwhich will contribute to its elucidation.

. The mdmenous architecture of the Village Indians has given to fbem, '
more than aught" else, their position in the estimation of mankind.> The
facts of their soclal condltlon in other respects, which, unfoftum@\., are
obscure, have been much less instrumental in fixing their status than exist-
ing architectural remains. The Indian edifices in Mexico and Central
America of the period of the Conquest may well excite surprise and even

* admiration ; from their palatial eéxtent, from the material used in their con-

struction, and from the .character of their ornamentation, they are highly
creditable to their skill i in-architecture. But afalse interpretation has, from

the first, been put upon thm architecture, as I think can be shown, and
104 ;
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inferences with respect to the social condition and the degree of advance-
ment of these tribes have been constantly drawn from it both fallacious and
deceptive, when the plain truth would have been more creditable to the abo-
rigines. It will be my object to give an interpretation of this architecture
in harmony with the 1 usages and customs of the Indian tribes. The houses of
the different tribes, in O'round-phﬂ -and mechanism, will be considered and -
. compared, in order to show wherein they represent one system. '

| ‘ A common principle, as before stated, runs through all this architecture,
*  from the “long-house” of ghe Iroquoisto the “pueblo houses” of New
Mexico, and to the so-called “pa]ace at Palenque, and the House of the
Nuns” at Usmal. Tt is the principle of adaptatlon to communism w living,
~ restricted in the first instance to houséhold groups, and extended finally to
_all the inhabitants of a village or encampment by the law of hospitality.
Hunger and destitution were not known 'at one end of an Indian village
while abundance prevailed at the other. Joint-tenement houses, each occu-
~ pied by one large household, as among the Iroquois, or by several house-
~ hold groups, as in Yucatan, were the natural and inevitable result of their
- usages and customs. Communism in living and the law of hospitality, it
seems probable, accompanied all the phases of Indian life in savagery and

in bm*ﬁariem These and other facts of their social condition’ etnbodied

The hou\e architecture of the Northern tribes is of little xmportance,
in itself considered; but, as an outcome of their social condition and for
comparison with that of the Southern Village Indians, it is highly important.
An attempt will be made to show, firstly, that the known communism in
living of the former tribes entered into and determined the charicter of

 their houses, which are communal; and, secondly, that wherever the struc-
 tures of the-latter class are obviously communal, the practice of commun-
ism in living at the period of discovery may be inferred from the structures
themselves, although many 