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CONSTITUTION.

WE, the Subscribers, engaged as Mer-
cantile Clerks and otherwise, in the
Town of Hamilton, viewing the disadvan-
tages under which we have hitherto la-
boured from the want of an Institution
having for its object the diffusion of infor-
mation conducive to success in our several
associations, resolve to form ourselves into
an Association for the purpose of establish-
ing a Library and Reading Room, and
organising a system of instruction by
Lectures, or such other means as may best
tend to our improvement--and we hereby
adopt for our regulation and government
the following CONSTITUTION :—

ART. L This Association shall be
known by the name of " Th^ Hamilton
JUercanttle Library Association, and General
J\ews Room,^^

ART 9 Th
^*.cD%.?viaii.uii enaii be

composed of those engaged in Mercantile
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and professional pursuits as Clerks, and of

such other persons as shall >>8 elected

Honorary Members, by the Board of Di-

rectors, or as shall become Members as

hereinafter provided.

ART. 3. Persons eingdged in Mercan-

tile or Professional pursuits as Clerks, may

become members of this Association oh

being elected as hereinafter provided

whet thev shall have subscribed to the

constitution, and paid Fiftefen Shxllings,

which sum they shall pay thereafter m the

first week of April in each and every year.

ART 4. Merchants or Professional

men may become members by paymg an-

nually one Pound Five Shillings, but

no Merchant or Professional man shaU be

entitled to vote or be eligible to any office.

ART 5 The Officers of the Associa-

tion shall be a President, Vice President,

Corresponding Secretary, Recording Se-

cretary, Treasurer, and Five Directors, to

be elected dUnually by Ballot.

ART 6 the President shall preside

at the meeting of the Association ;
pre-

serve order therein, and m case of an equal

division ot tue memuu*© u« «.wj -i«--

give the casting vote.
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.• i^^- 7-,.
'^^^ President of the Asso-

?e Board o n'
" '''''^^''" P^-fden o?

hP £11
^'^e^tors, in which capacityhe shall give only a casting vote

"^

ART. 9. The Corresponding Secre

ttZiil'?^"'^* '^.' coLspofdence ofthe Association under the &jperintend

Sal fe^p^aTe^ecji^^--
^^^

tl^\Z ^™.^'''" ^'g"^** ^y th« Severe!

a^U.n ^*'""*r«'g««d by the President,and keep a regular account ofthe financia

iZr:/ '''' Association, an abstrS 0}which accompamed by satisfactory vou-chers, he shall exhibit at each monthly

eTl^"if.*^f-_««-'J °f Direction^X
tion'

'i"''"^"^ "le^wng of the Assoeia-



[8]

ART. 12. The President, Vice Presi-

dent, Secretaries, Treasurer and Dec

tors shall constitute a Board of Di'^??*"^^"'

with full powers to appropriate Funds

enact By-Laws, and condu^^ the^^^^^^^^

sulh and other meetings of the Board

five shall form a quorum.

ART 13. Persons may be elected

Honomy Members by the Board o Di-

Sc?ors and all such shall be entitled to all

!f \^! viWes of regular membership, ex-

le;ti^TShUofote and to hold office.

ART 14. A membership of at least

%«,^Mh shall be required to give any

fete to make a member eli^ble to any

ScilSter the election of the ongmal

office-bearers.

\T^T 15 If the dues of any member
AKl. i^- .^' , . of three

by the aecreiarj ,
u,iiu "- - - «„„„*„„„

liquidated within the space of fomteen
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days his privileges / luembership shall
be forfeited, unless circumsiances exist
which may allow of his being excused by
the Board of Directors.

' ART. 16. Quarterly meetings of the
Association shall take place on the firstMonday of July, October, January and
April, (the last named to be the anniver-
sary meeting,) for the purpose ofreceiving
the reports of the Secretaries, Treasurer,
and Board of Directors, and for the trans-
action of such oLher business as mav be
presented.

of^o K ^^ J*}^
President, at the request

of the Board of Direction, or at the written
request of one-third ofthe Members, stating

of^h!T"\*''^'f*''''
''>'^" call amectini

ot the Members for the transaction of spe-
cial business—two weeks notice thereofhavmg been given.

ART. 18. In case of flagrant official
or persona misconduct, the Board of Di-
rectors shall have power, by a vote of three-
tourths of Its members, to expel a member
ot the Board—two weeks notice of the
charges agamst him having been previously
given him in writinff bv thn fin,^Lt^^.r

ZJ ^- -----2. 1-- S.t.S,i T t

ART. 19. In case any vacancies shall
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occur in the Board of Directors, the Board

shall have full power to fill such vacancies

till next quarterly meeting, and notice shaU

be given of such election.

ART. 20. There shall be an election

of Officers for the Association, commen-
fiing on the Monday succeeding the Annual

Meeting 5 and no Member shall be entitled

to vote r be eligible to hold office who is

in arrears for Subscription.

ART. 21. That at all elections at Ge-

neral Meetings the vote be taken by Ballot,

ART. 22. Fourweeks previous to each

election for officers of the Association, the.

Board shall give Public Notice thereof, and

shall also q-ppoint Inspectors to superintend

said election 5
^nd if a failure to elect a

Board of Directors, or any part thereof,

shall occur, said Inspectors shall order a

new election, to be held within one week

thereafter, to fill such vacancy.

ART. 23. The Board of Direction shall

enter upon the performance of its duties

on the Monday succeeding its election.

ART. 24. The Board of Direction shall

nrtwor til m air ft all nroner Drovi-

sions and regulations for the preservation.

A

tion,

Anni
two-

tion
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management, and direction of the Lihrary
and Reading Room.

ART. 25. It shall be the duty of the
Board to appoint a Librarian with such
assistants as may be deemed necessary,
and to require of him sufficient sureties, in
a sum not less than One Hundred Pounds,
for the faithful discharge of his duties.

ART, 26. A Committee shall be ap-
pomted by the Board of Direction to
examme the Books and other property
pf the Association, and report thereon at
least one month previous to each Annual
Meetmg. *

ART. 27. That until an Act of Incor-
poration be obtained for this Association,
Its Propert:^ shall be unalienable, except
by the votes of nine-tenths of the whole
of the members present at a General Meet-
mgr specially called for that purpose.

ART^ 28 There shall be no alterationm this gonstitrtion, unless the same shall
(i^ve been proposed to the Board of Direc-
tion, at least one month previous to an
Annual Meeting, and there approved of by

,,. -_., ^^,^ iiiviiiwciis ui ine Associa-
tion present at such Meeting.
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RULES AND REGULATIONS

OJf THE

LIBRARY.

1. The Library shall be in charge of

the Superintendent under the control of the

Directors. He shall be in attendance to

receive and deliver Books from 10 till 12,

A. M., from 3 to 5, and from 7 to 9, P. M.,

every lawful day.

2. No member shall be entitled to draw

a Book from the Library until he shall

have paid all sums due by him to the As-

sociation, and make good all damages and

losses that he may have occasioned-

3. That no member shall have more

than one volume at a time, except in the

case of the plates or key to any subject

being in a separate volume.

4. That the time for reading a Book
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shall be marked on its title page, inclu-
ding the day of delivery and return.

5. That a member retaining a Book
longer than the appointed time, shall pay
a fine of one penny for every day the book
IS dctamed, and if kept above seven days
3 pence a day, and if not then returned,
application shall be made to the member
for the same, and if not then returned, the
member shall pay the value thereof or of
the set of Books to which it belongs, and
in default of payment, he shall not be en-
titled to any privilege from the Library.

6. That no member shall lend a Book to
any person out of the dwelling-house or
counting room of said member, under a
nne of 5s.

7. That if a Book be written in, or
otherwise damaged, the member in whose
hands the Book was at the time, shall pay
the amount of damage, the value of the
Book or set (if it belongs to a set) or re-
place It by one equally good, according to
the judgment of the Committee, and he
shall not be entitled to any privilege from
the Library till such damage is paid.

8. None of the Books marked in the
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the Library for perusal at home.

14. No number of any periodical work
shall be taken from the rooms until the
succeedmg No. has been received,

15. The Books marked in the Cataloffue
with a cross f and such others as may from
time to time be specially designated by the
Committee, shall not be taken from the
rooms except by express permission of
3aid Committee.

16. No person except members of the
iioard of Direction shall remove a Book
trom Its place in the Library without the
permission of the Superintendent.
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RULES AND REGULATIONS
or THJJ

NEWS ROOM.

.11 ; J^!l®
^^^^^ ^^^* ^® ^P®" from 7, A. M.

till 10, P. M., to the 1st of November, and
from 8, A. M., to 10, P. M., during the
remammg six months, Sundays excepted.

2. No conversation shall be allowed ex-
cept in an under tone, and no person shall
be permitted to smoke in the room, da-
mage or injure the furniture thereof, or
conduct himself in any way inconsistent
with propriety.

3. Any person injuring any of the pe-
riodicals or papers placed in the Reading
Room shall be liable to a fine equal to
double the cost thereof.

4. Anv member mav bnvo tli^ rki.;^rn^»^

ot introducing a friend not resident within

five

we(

inti

pro
fi

are

e

siu]

ted

the

I*

Ta
nui
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five miles of Hamilt^ n, for the term of two
weeks, and the names of all persons thus

introduced shall be registred in a book
provided for that purpose.

5. All captains or pursers of steamboats

are to be allowed free access to the Room.

6. Any subscriber to the Room posses-

sing any intelligence of interest is reques-

ted to enter the same on the Journals of

the Room.

7. All periodicals to remain on the

Table of the News Room until the next

number comes in.
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