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ANN UAL MEETING.

The Second Annual Meeting of the Teachers’ Association
in connection with MeGill Normal School, was held in the Kx
amination Hall of that School, on Saturday, 28th May, 1864.

Principal Dawson, LL.D., F.R.8., &c., President, in the

chair.

After the opening of the meeting. by prayer, -by Mr.
Williamson, and some routine busincss, the following resolution
was unanimously adopted :— {

Moved by Mr. Warren ; seconded by Professor Robins
“ That the Report now read by the Secretary be adopted.”

The- Association then proteeded to the election of Office
Bearers and Council.

\ Dr. Dawson was unanimously . re-elected President ; - Pro-

fessors Howe, Robins and Hicks, and T. A. Gibson, Fsq.,

" Vice-Presidents; Mr. Williamson, Seoretary ; Mr. Maogregor,

" Troasurer. Mrs. Simpson, Mrs. Lay, Miss Lyman, Prof. Darcy,
Medgrs. Arnold, Andrews and Warren, Members of Council,

“ )



I F

In lu’c;\szming the Second Annual Report of this Association,
Council beg respectfully dgstate’that the transactions of the
tyear have deepened and confirmed their impression of its
value.  Although its proceedings may be recorded in a fow
sentences, yet these they feel to be pregnant with important
ults, containing the embryo of u power which shall yet be
ly and energetically exercised in the accomplishment of our
ct—the elevation of the youth of ‘our communities by the
clevation of its preceptors,

The regular monthly ‘meetings have been held, but it is to
he regretted that they were not so numerously attended as is
desirable or as the importance of the object demands, yet the
opportunitics which have been afforded for the interchange of
friendly fecling, and the conversations which have taken
place upon the various subjects submitted to the notiee of mem
bers by the contribution of papers, have afforded much pleasure,
and it is to be hoped a considerablemount of profit.

The fixst” paper of the §
being, ¢

on Was read by Dr. Dawson,

The Reminigeences of 2 vight made to some schools in
the United States.”  The strikjeg fature of which scemed to be
the liberal provision made for the physical comfort, convenience,
and health of the pupils in the construction and arrangements of
their Sehool rooms : the means to sccure and almost enforce
attendance; and in géncml the qu‘xct manner in which the
Teachers engaged in their importan} vocations, as contrasted
with the moré noisy but cnergetic ethod pursued in Britain
and in this Provinee.

The nature of catechising was introduced by Mr.

Williamson, who gave a short exposition of Gall's verbal, general,

-counecting, and indirect methods. The subjeet was acknow

ledged to be important, and a hope was expressed by the
President that some member would resume it and point out the
kind of catechising suited for various lessony, and the accom-
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plishment of the various objects to be kept in view by the
Tepeher.

B
J

Professor Hicks, in an interesting paper, gave an account
of the lahours of Bell, and Lancaster, and explained the prin-
ciples of the system introduced by them, pointed out the benefits
they had conferred upon society ; -and although the peculiaritics
of their system may now be superseded by the decper interest
taken in education, and the appliances of our own times,. we
should cherish a grateful recollection of the impetus their labours
gave to the cause of popular education; and monitors, though
unfit . for the development and training of the capacities of chil.
dren, may yet be profitably employcd in conducting _the more
mochamcal exercises of the School.

The Rov. Dr. Leach favoured the Association with a
valuable lecture upon “ The Great Desideratum in Education,”
which he held to be the teaching of morals apart from sectarian
or religious subjeots ; and that Teachers generally dealt too
exclusively with the-intellect, and contented themselves with
communicating a knowledge of what fitted for business, without
explaining djd enforcing the moral relations and obligations
of souety bl

The Rev. Dr. was followed by the Rev. D. H. MacVicar,
upon “ The study of the Pupil, necessary to success in educa-
tion.” As the artizan has to study the nature of the material
upon ‘which he has to operate; so the Teacher should be well

‘ascquainted with the mental and moral powers he has to deal

with. He then alluded to some of the more important faculties
of the mind and the leading facts in mental philosophy ; pointed
out the errors of some rocent writers on Phsycology, and the
bearing of right moral upon i intellectual culture.

The want of cheap and suitable apparatus for the illustra
tion of the leading truths of Physical Science, has often been
felt by Teachers, cspeciz;lﬂ in country districts. To obviate
this, Professor Robins, 1™ valuable lecture, cxhibited cheap
and simple methods, by which Teachers could, from materials
always at hand, construct various picces of apparatus, which
would interest pupllq apd demonstrate the truths presented to
them, @

il
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The next paper was read by (‘.cm"ge Murray, Esq., B. A,
Oxon, upon the “ Etymology of the English Language.” The
object of it was to awaken and deepen’our sense of the value of
our language as a deep treasure of thought and feeling ; to in
duce teachers to study the structure of its great Saxon fountain,
and produce in the minds of scholars a desire to understand and
appreciate its value and lead to the perusal of those works which
so conspictously exhibit its riches.

Another paper was to have been read by T. A, Gibson, Esq.,
M.A., upon “ Scoteh Scholastics,” but much to the regret of the
Council, he was prevented from doing so by severe personal in-
disposition. : W

But perhaps the most important subject which engaged the
attention of the Association during the past year, wag the for-
mation of a Provineial Association of all the Protestant Teachers
of Lower Canada. )

At the first annual convention of this Association, held on the
20th and 21st of May last year, a resolution: was unanimously
passed, thet the Secretary, under the direction. of the Council,
put himself in communication with the Bedford and St, Francis
Associations, and ask for suggestions on the subject of the for-
mation of a central Teachers’ Association for the Protestant
Peachers of Lower Canada. 4

_» This resolution was carried out, communications wore
réeeived from Inspectors of Schools, Presidents and Secretaries
of Associations, Mr. Long appeared as a deputation from the
Bedford Association to this one. Your Council seriously de-
liberated on the matter, assisted by Mr, Long, passed a series of
resolutions and appointed a sub-committee to arrange these in
the form of a Constitution, to be submitted to the various Asso-
ciations for cohsidcrutiou, with the view of carrying them into
effect at a Conventon to be held for that purposc.

More effectually to secure this object, a Deputation from
thig Association was requested by the Bedford one ; Professors
Howe and Robins kindly undertook this office, and furnished
with. printed copies of the px;gposed Constitution, the latter
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gentleman held a frichdly conference:with the Bedford and St.
Franois Associations, which resulted in the recommendation
that the proposed Convention for the final arrangement of this
important matter be held in Montreal, sometime between the 1st
and 12th of June next.

.

Your Council has fixed upon Friday and Saturday, the
3rd and 4th of said month, as likely'to be most convenient for
all parties, when the ahove Convention is to be held,

The programme of procecdings will be-submitted for your -
consideration and approval this morning, and the Couneil trust
. that its important proceedings and deliberations will be seriously
and carnestly engaged in

Twelve ordinary members have been added to the list this
year. Total on the list since commencement,—Fifty-cight.

The Rev. Dr. Loach, the Rev. Mr. MacVicar, and the
Protestant Inspeotors of Schools for Lower Canadt, were unani-
{, mously elected Honorary Members.
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