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. FRIENDSHIP, LOVE AND TRUTH. -

ke ()

~ FIFTH ANNUAL COMMUNICATION

OF THE

. GRAND LODGE OF GANADA WEST,

HELD AT COBOURG,

5

IN THE LODGE ROOMS OF ONTARIO LODGE No. 12,

ON THE THIRD DAY OF AUGUST, 4859, AT 3 0'CLOCK, P. M.,

PURSUANT TO ADJOURNMENT.

GRAND OrrioERs having assembled in the Rooms of Ontario Lodge,
~ No. 12, the presiding N. G. presented the following Address:—
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Most Worthy Grand Master, Grand Officers and Brothersi—

As the Noble Grand of Ontario Lodge No. 12, it be::mes my most
pleasing duty, on their behalf, to welcome you to this Lodge, and to the
town of Cobourg, and also to request you to become our guest at a pub-
lic dinner to be given-this evening at nine o’clock at the North Amer.

: * 00t 00—— -

. ican Hotel, in honor of the meeting of the Grand Lodge of Canada

West, on this occasion., And in thus extending to you a brother’s wel-
come, we beg you not to accept it 3s a mere matter of form, only for
outward show, or for our gratification. But to accept it in the spirit
with which we hope it may %e accepted—the true spirit of Odd Fellow-
ship—springing from the heart; from which flows the only true senti-
ments of our motto, « Friendship, Love and Truth.” That Friendship
which is at once the pleasure and duty of every true 0dd Fellow, That
Love which is true and holy, prompting every high and noble mind
towards whatever appears,good and béautiful, which seeks for its action
other objects besides selfish purposes—that irresistable principal that
conquers the bitterest fire, and subdues the deepest *hate. That Zruth
which substitutes the substance and reality of things, forms and shad-
dows—which makes our actions and deeds to correspond to our senti-
ments and words—which leads us to “Faith, Hope and Charity.”” That
Faith which prompts us to offer up the heart to}ﬁe throne of the' Great
High Priest. That Hope which points to the bright future, amid our
present darkness and obscurity; and that Charity which delights to
measure out benevolence to the sick and-afflicted; to cheer the widow
and orphan; that gwells t}w hul‘hé;x soul with greatness, and seeks to
restore our fallen face' to peace anl virtue.

Although your numbers are smaller tnan on some former qceasions,
when our country was in a more prosperous condition, yet I hope and’
trust that your deliberations on this occasion well be such as to prove
you to be the embodiment of this Court.of universal Friendship—this
unalloyed Zove—this everlasting, elevating Truth, in which Faith shall
kindle the fire, Hope offer the sacrifice, and Charity hover over your
actions—so that the “ Grand Master” from on high, may look down in
silent al)proval of your actions, and bless our noble cause.
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REPLY.

.Grand Maﬂtér Yale haviﬁg returned thanks to the N. @. of Ontario

‘Lodge, for the very fiendly and fraternal feeling expressed in the ad-

dress Jl;it presented, stated, in behalf of the Grand Lodge, that it woukd
be with great pleasure that they would accept the friendly invitation to
partakg with them at the public dinner at the “Noxth American;” and he

* hoped that this meeting of the Grand Lodge'zimong them, and this

social gathering, migbt have a tendency to inspire every brother with a

renewed energy; and that Ontario Lodge thight realize ‘the good result _*

that may enstie from the meeting of'the Grand‘Lodge among them, by
its members coming around the standard of Friendship Love apd Truth,
with a renewed energy; and by that means gain .additional strength
{rom those yet outside its portals. ‘= .

Grand Master then called upon the Chaplian for prayer, after Which
he opened Grand Lodge in the Scarlet Degree.

< GRAND OFFICERS PRESENT.

Bros. C. YaLx, R. W. G. Master..

4 A, MacDONALD, R(W"'g G. Master.
« 8. G.'DoLsox, RAW. G. Secretary.
Wu. Frrzsimmons, R. W. G. Treasurer. ,

Tsxos. FLeroner, W. G. Marshall,
Danter Dragg,  W. G. Guardian, pro fem.
W Bresgir, ‘W. G. Conductor. \/

Grand Master then announced the following Bros. as a Committee
on Credentials, ' Bros. Wm. Bissell, Thos. Fletcher and John Collins.

While the Committee on Credentials were preparing their, report,

the Grand Master gubmitted his Annual Address.

e ————— S
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GRAND MASTER’S

* ADDRESS AND REPORT.

To the B, W. Grangd Lodge of Canada Wast: ‘ /
BremirEN :— Another. year, with all it‘sé varied scenes, has passed
away. Angther «first Wednesday in August” has quickly come ;
and in accordance with law and usage we are again convened in Annual
Communication, to review the labors of the past, and to legislate, if it
be necessary, for the future permanénce and welfare of our beloved
institution.” For the kind care that has surrounded and sustained us,

- @8 members of a common brotherhood, uring the year now drawing to

a close, and for the fa!orable circumstances under which we are permit-
ted .to meet togethef this day, let our hearts rise ‘in gratitude to the

Great Disposer of all human events, and our lips become vocal with_

His praise. For, unless He approves and blesses our labors and our
‘work, whatever significance it may have in human estimation, will
speedily come to an end. : -

When your suffrages at the last C¢mmunication imposed on me the
duties of Grand Master in this jurisdigtion, it was not without a distrust
in my ability to bring to the position! time, talents and discretion ade-
quate to the faithful discharge of the labors that might reasonably be ex-
pected at my hands, that I undertook the duties of the office, Aiyear's
experience has satisfied me that no person should aspire to the honors of
this chair who is not willing cheerfully to make many and great sacri-
fices, for the' welfare of the sacred institution which, lgr a time, is com-
mitted to his keeping. If I have failed in ‘doing what my brethren
anticipated when they elevated me to' this honorable position, if any
errors .have been committed or duties neglected, it is not from lack of
devotion to the cardinal principles of our Order. I promised myself the

leasure, in the earlier part of my administration, to visit the several
odges in this jurisdiction; but circumstances, over which I had no
control, have prevented me from carrying out my determination, except in

the following ‘instances, viz:—Forest City Lodge, No. 38; Eureka -

Lodge, No. 80, and Elgin Lodge 82; and being present at the dedica-
tion of the new Hall of St. ary’s Lodge, No. 86. ' Too much praise
- cannot be awarded to the members of that Lodge, for their detexmined

zeal in 0dd Fellowship. Although one of the youngest Lodges, they
 are the only Lodge that can call their Hall their own, I am informed
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, it yields them a revenue of one hundred and fifty dollars per annum,
" On the 15th of February last, in company with P. G. Timothy Parsons,

of Buffalo, D. D. G. M. Pattridge, P. G. W. Bissell, and some twenty-five

ros. of Eureka Lodge, No. 30; and Forest City Lodge, No. 38, of
London, I visited the brethren at St. Mary’s and dedicated -their Hall
to the principles of Friendship, Love and Truth, . For the valuable
assistance rendered by the above named Bros. I am greatly indebted.
We had a pleasant interview. The future prospects of this Lodge are
flattering. Continued' exertion in the right direction will ensure them '
lasting success. Much praise is due to Deputy McIntosh, for his unti-
ring assiduity and zeal in promoting the interests of this Lodge, and the
cause generally.

Forest City Lodge, No. 38, still maintains her high: rank in- the
Order; and under the supervision of such men as Bro. Bissell and
‘Deputy Pattridge, must continue to prosper. .Their standard of mem- .
bership is high, and brings to the Lodge-Roem the wisdom of age, the
experience of active business, and the jnﬂuenqe of easy circumstances,
The ybunger members are good workers, and continue. fo steadily
increase in point of members, finances and character, which is praise
enough for any Lodge. I enjoyed a pleasant visit with them on the
14th February last. Two candinates were initiated.  The ‘correct
manner in which it was’ performed shows that the officers-are fatniliar
with the work, - s :

‘Elgin Lodzgé, No. 32, at St. Thomas, has had some._ difficulties to
-encounter. The last Report shows that three wor:hx brothers have with-
.drawn their connection with the Order, which I'fear may seriously
effect them in their relations with the community around them. Our
actions in the Lodge-room should ever be such as to bear the scrutiny of
those with whom' we associate. Deputy G. T. Clarris is one of ‘the/
number withdrawn. His resignation, with his explanations which induced
him to take those steps, will be placed in your hands by the R. W.
Grand Secretary for your consideration. In February last I met with
the Lodge, and endeavored to aid them in settling the difficulty, but 1
am pained to report that it has proved ineffectual.

Gore Lodge, No. 34, at Brantford, still maintains its good name in
the Order, and no Lodge is more perfect in the performance of its work.,
They have suffered much from the late financial depression, and have
deemed it their duty, though a painful onie, to suspend and expel a
large number of members for non-payment of dues. Deputy Woodyatt
says “ thift he cannot look forward with any great degree af confidence
to the numbers being much increased; still, while so many of the good
and true remain, he will by no means despond.”

Imperial Lodge, No. 87, located at Burford, has suffered from the
decrease of members, who have fiiled to place in the hands of the Sec-
retary their dues. Thirty-five members were returned one year ago in
good standing; the last Report shows but twenty-one. Their funds’
showy.n increase over last fiscal year, giving evidence that economy is
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not the least of their virtues. Deputy Woodyatt informs me the work
is correctly 'performed, in spirit, healthy and vigorous,
Samaritan Lodge, No. 85, situated at Ingersoll, gives ﬂattcring omens
of an onward rogress, detetmined that financial depression shall not
-retard them from a strict adberence to the principles inculeated by Odd
Fellowship. The work is well and faithfully petformed. = The increase
in their funds over last year is.$175" 23, ‘Deputy* Barr ‘writes thag
maiiy who are in arrears express a wish to pay their dues and return to
their first love. - Their future prospects look bright and cheering.

Brock Lodge, No. 9, at Brockville—the oldest in this jurisdiction--is
still prosperous, and united, and will continue in the right path so long
as they have the counsel, zeal andl judgment of P. G. M. Thomas Rey-
nolds and G. T. Fitzsimmons to direet and encourage.

In June last, I receivel a communication from Grand Treasurer
Fitasimmons, conveying the intelligence. that P. G. M. Thomas Rey-
nolds had been suffering from illness for the last nine months; and fears
were entertained at one time that his disease would prove fatal. I feel
a pleasure to be able to inform you-that he has recovered; and I trust

 that he may be long spared to, cheer by his presence, advise by his ¢

<counsel, and encourage by lis example. Their Report .gives evidence
that two of its members have passed to that bourne from whence no travel-
ler returns. . : ‘-

Erie Lodge, No. 33, gives evidence that the right spirit exists with
her members, and that they. feel to rejoice incthe prospect of an
abundant harvest, and return of those' who have been obliged to
yield to the financial pressure which 'has borne so heavily in all parts
of the Province. I regret to add that two of their members have  been
removed by death.

Eureka Lodge, No. 30, I am pleased to, remark, is progressing in
point of initiatidns and usefulness, showing a zeal for the Order, worthy
of example.  Last February. I had the pleasure of an interview with
them, at which time two candidates were initiated, and can truly affirm
the work was performed satisfactorily. © In January last I received a
letter signed by seven of the brothers of this Lodge, requesting per-
mission to proceed to Detroit to receive the Patriarchal Degrees at an
Encampment working at that place. I felt niuch pleasure in granting
their request, in the hope that at no distant day they would be en-
couraged to open a subordinate Encampment in London,

Chatham Lodge, No. 29, I have reason to believe has the right
spirit among its members, and that their motto is “ Onward.”” On the
, 11th February last I received an application, through Deputy Henry,
for the: privilege of appearing in regalia on the 22nd inst., in "honor of
the anniversary of the institution of their Lodge. I readily acceded to
the request, in the hope that it would prove beneficial to their interests,
and an inducement to others tobecome membets of our fraternity,
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Union Lodge, No. 16, continues to increase in numbers and devotior
tothe cause. I can give ino gredter encouragement than,the remark
Sised by P. G. M. Reynolds, “ that in union there-is strength.” The
members endeavor to excel each other in carrying out the prineiples in-
culeated by the laws of the Order.

" On the 25th August lja_st, Uyion Lodge having completed their new
Hall, and applied for permission| to have a public dedication, I readily
granted the request; and, assisted by P. G. T. Parsons and the breth-
ven, I officiated as G, Master at the dedicatory ceremony. At its con-
clusion, the Rev. Bro. J. E. Ryerson delivered an address to the audi-

. ence, which T may truly assert has been of great benefit to them. For

full-particulars of the working of the Lodge, I refer you to the Report
of Deputy Fletcher. :

Ontario Lodge, No. 12, at Cobourg, though few in number, yet with
a good fund at their disposaly energetic action, a determined zeal, with
the fostering care of our worthy D. Grand MAster A. McDonald, must ,
continue to extend its usefulness and prosperity. I hope much for them
in‘the meeting of this Grand Lodge in their midst, and trust that every
encouragement, in the power of Representatives will he cheerfully ex-
tended that may lessen their burdens and_strengthen their hearts to
renewed energ{ in the goed work. .

I regret to report that Industry Lodge, No. 25, has been compelled
to surrender their charter. The N. G. intimates to the D. G. Master that
he will at his earliest convenience place the charter and effects of the
Lodge at his disposal.

Tn accordance with a resolution of this Grand Lodge, at its last ses-
sion, instructing me to appoint a deputation to visit Rose Lodge, No. 28,
located at Amherstburgh, and Morpeth Lodge, No. 27, held at Morpeth,
with a view to their resuscitation, I named Reps. Henry ‘and Pat-
tridge, with P. G. Clarris, to perform that duty. . I havenot their Report.
to place in your hands. I received from a member of each Lodge a
letter requesting a Card of Clearance from the Grand Secretary. I
informed- them that'if the charter, books find property were, placed at
the disposal of this Grand Lodge, I should have great pleasure in com-
plying with the wish of the petitioners.

The following question was submitted to me for my decisiont— ,

«(Can the Officers of a Subordinate Lodge use the Seal of the Lodge .
without the knowledge of the Lodge of which thgy are members ?”

The R. W. G. Lodge of the U. 8, have decided that the officers of
a Subordinate Lodge cannot legally use the Lodge Seal without having
first received authority, by motion, regularly made and entered upon
the minute-book.

Permission has beén requested by a number of the Lodges to appear
in public in the regalia of the Order, to celebrate the day'of their
institution as Independent Odd-Fellows. I have in no instance refused
their petition. I take this opportunity to suggest that hereafter the
26th day of April, be set apart by this jurisdiction as a day com-
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memorative of the institution of the Independent Order of 0dd-Felloy.
ship on this continent. | I was present as the Representative of Canady
West, at the festival htld under the auspices of the R, W, G. Lodge of
e city of New York, in honor of the day which
eloved Fraternity. Thirteen Jjurisdictions were
represented. The South sent her hundreds, the North her thausands,
while the West added 1(0 the number her stalwart sons, to join in ey
tribute to the day, and honor. to Past Grand Sire Thomas Wil €y, the
father of our beloved ibstitution.

Two subjects, in y opinion, call for new legislation.  First, an
amendment of the Constitution in relation to the number constituting
the Committee of Appeals, as the law requires that it shall consist of
one Representative from each of the Subordinate Lodges'in this’ Jjuris-
, diction. Few Lodges sending but one Representative  in eases of
appeal, their attention would be taken up with the subject, leaving this
Grand Lodge without a quorum, to transact the business of the session,

cond, the representative system adopted last year, bears heavy on.
the funds of this and the Subordinate Lodges. I would respectfully sug.
est, that but one Representative be sent from each Lodge, with the
power to cast the number of 'votes as they are at present entitled under
the Constitution; and that this Grand Lodge pay the mileage and: per
diem of such Representatives.

- T would do you as well as myself injustice, did I omit o acknowledge
the many kind offices received from the R. W. Grand Secretary during
has displayed i

In conclusion, I beg to tender my hearty;acknowledgments for the
many kindnesses shown me by the D. D, Grand Masters and members
of our fraternity in our interc
I shall ever bear in rememb
the many social interviews T
And may we all meet in that
never cease.

C. YALE, ¢ i
Cobourg, 3rd August, 1859,

—

On motion, the Grand Masters Aatlress and Report was referred to .
Committee on State of the Order. .
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To the B. W. Grand Lodge of Canada West:—
Your Committee on Credentials submit the following Report, as the,

. result of their examination, the-names contained, in whieh they find have

been duly elected and acéredited™to sit as Representatives in this Grand
Body :(— , .
P. G. H. W. WiNcHESTER Union Lodge, No. 18
Huen Murray - ¢
TroMAs FLETCHER 5
TroMAS PARTRIDGE. .. Forest City, No. 38
Wirriam Brssgrn. ... ... (..)
Wirriam Firzsiumons .
Avonzo C. Dana
GEORGE -VAREY
G. M.<GOODEVE .- oo - s Ontan%, : No.
W. A. GLOVER....... oo Brie, = ' No.
. {ABEL Brisrorn Samaritan, No.
. Daymp RosErTsoN --- St Mary’s, No.
DanigL DRrARE : i No.
Ricrarp WiGMORE ; No.
Jonn CoLrins “Imperial, No.
CALVIN STEPHENS ...« Chatham, No.

“«

On motion, the above Report on Credentials was adopted.

Grand Master announced the following Standing Committees:—

On LMturns —Bros. T. Partridge, Dana, and Goodeve.

On Finance—~Bros. Varey, Glover, and Murray.

On Laws f Subor dinates—Bros. W. A. Glover, Winchester, and

Bristol.
On State of the Order.—Bros. T. Partridge, Varey, and MacDonald.

On Appeals.—Bros. Bissell, Varey, Murray, Bristol, Robertson, Col-
lins, Goodeve, Drake, Wigmore, Dana, and Glover. '

On Mileae and Per D:‘éni.—-Bx;os. ‘Wm. Fitzsimmons, Bissell, ‘and
Bristol. .

On motion of Rep. Partridge, the reading of Minutes of last session
was dispensed with, and adopted as printed.




REPORT -

OF THE

R. W. G. SECRETARY.

OFFICE OF-GRAND SECRETARY,
St. Catharines, July 25th, 1859,

To the B. W. @. Lodge of Canada West, I. 0. of O. F.

Brerarex,—According to the custom and usages of the Order, I
herewith present for your examination a Report of the worl, condition
and operation of the Order in this jurisdiction, for the year ending 80th
June, 1859. As it appears from the Reports received from the various

Lodges, I have attached to this Report a statistical table, showing the .

condition'of each Lodge seperately; and I will not take up the time of

this Grand Lodge by reading it, but will proceed to give you a sum.
mary of the same.

Initiations '
Admissions by Card
Rejected

Suspended . _ 2\
Expelled it

Degrees Conferred

Paid for Sick Benefits ... _.____ ..~ 7" $533
do  Funeral Benefits - %63

Support of Widows.._._.. 5 __  "7TTTTTTTTT g0y

Widows’ and Orphans’ Fund

Members in Good Standing

Past Grands

.................... srewsmneew

1

STATISTICAL TABLE,

~
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Brernren,—Although the foregoing Report 4hows a reduction in
amount of members, yet the future in most quarters looks bright and
hopeful. They tell us that the financial erisis has been the principal
cause of the falling off. It is true that our country has passed through
remarkable period of its history ; dark clouds have passed over us, almost
blocking the wheels of commerce, Men whése wealth was told in mil-
lions saw it take themselves wings and fly away, and he who yesterday
considered himself a child of fortune finds to-day that it was all an illy-
sion, and with thousands he is forced to lean on the cold charity of an
unfriendly world, There is, however, one pleasing feature connected

* with our Reports, which you will observe is that there'has not been one
, Brother -expelled for conduct unbecoming an Odd-Fellow, or for
- contempt, during the past year; and we trust that the pure principles
which constitute the rock upon which our Order is based will take such
deep root th the hearts of those now belofiging to the brotherhood that
it will be tenfold more valuable to each individual member; and that in
future, additions will be made from a class of men who will not leave
the Orderwhen they find it is not devoted to further their selfish ends:
It is a fact that-the intelligent and good everywhere continue firmly
attached to 0dd-Fellowship. They admire and love its principles, they
cherish it for its social and moral advantages and benevolent tendencies;
and with such men having such principles to sustain them, talk not of
the declension of the Order, but rather Jook forward to a glorious time
when the presegg deluge of curiosity, novelty and cupidity having pas-
sed away, the Order will stand forth in its native purity. Men, die but
principles survive, and that Brother who has most consecrated” his
energies to the purposes of Friendship Love and Truth, when the closing
hours of existence come upon him, he will have the satisfaction of know-
ing that not one deed of charity he has done, not one tear he has dried
up, not one tender word he has spoken to soothe the dying pillow, will
be forgotten by our Great Grand Master, who rules and reigns in the
. celestial Lodge above. Brethren in every locality should always: bear
in mind that it is not the numbers of Sir members alone which adds
respectability and character to our Order. They should therefore guard
well the outer door, and see that none enter but tried men and true.

At the commencement of my term in office, as goon as it was prac?h
cable, I had the proceedings of last session printed, and sent them by
mail to the different D. D. G. M.’s for distribution among the members of
each jurisdiction. I have also sent one copy to the Grand Secretary °§ ‘

every
membe
24 Cor
effect t
other
liberal
la,y be
furnish
Ac
No. 2
term el

* Deccer

in the'
amouti

that he
books,

Lodge

It is to
easﬂ)',

those {
honest
this aff
follow |
The
ments
been u
sense 0
Lodges
in the
could n
conspir

acquisif
Brethre
bound |
of hon
our Or



ion in
1t and
ncipal
ougha
almost
n mil-
berday
n illu-
of an
ected
n one
r for
ciples
- such
1 that
hat in
leave
ends:
rmly
they
\cies;
ot of
time
 pas-
2 but
" his
sing
10W-
Iried
will
| the
bear
adds
1ard

\oli--
by
8 of
1

every State in the Union, besides giving them to several influentia]
members in my own locality. I also sent a copy to Mitchel & Adams,
24 Congress street, Boston, according to a request made by them to the
effect that they were abou$ publishing a list of Lodges, together with
other information useful to members of the Order. Having made so
liberal a distribution of the proceedings, I have a very small number to
lay before you on the present occasion, however, I trust you are all
furnished with copit®e,
According to Report\f"D G: M. Arthur Macdonald, Industry Lodge

No. 25, has concluded to close.. I have not received any Report for
term ending 30th June; but I received the Report.of term ending 31st

- Deccember, 1858, showing 17 members in good standing, with funds

in the Treasury amounting to $206; gnd a widow’s and orphan’s fund
amouting to $137; and yet the N,/ writes to D. G. M. MacDonald
that he will, the next time he comes into the place, bring the charter
books, &c., &e., of the Lodge, but §io funds. It is but fair to the Grand
Lodge that he should give a statemetjt of what became of those funds.
It is to be hoped that Lodges will not allow themselves to disband too
easily, and as long as there are five members left they ought to protect
those funds, or deliver them up to the Grand Lodge, No matter how
honest and conscientious the parties may be that are connected with
this affair of Industry Lodge, yet the example that it sets for others to
follow is most to be feared.

The disbanding of Lodges, defalcations in Treasurers, and embezzle-
ments that have taken place in different sections show that there have
been unprincipled men in our Order. Men who, regardless of every
sense of honor, df the obligation of a most solemn vow, stole into our
Lodges, intent upon nothing but the pecuniary advantage that gleamed

" in the future, and if Providence blessed them with health, that they

could not obtain the funds under the false pretence of sickness, would
conspire with kindred spirit, and, regardless of bringing ruin upon the
Lodge, and mocking the hopes of the widows and orphans, would rob
it. Whut body however select could prosper while. contaminated by
such associates. The almighty dollar is the deity they worship, and its '
acquisition, by any means, is the only religion they practice. This,
Brethren, may appear strong language to use towards those we are
bound by most solemn obligations, but men so devoid of the principles
of honor, the sooner the connection is severed the better it will be for
our Order and ourselves.
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I have much pleasure in stating to the Grand Lodge that the Re.
ports for this last term were all received in good time, thereby showing
that the D. D. G. M’s in the: several Jurisdictions were prompt in the
performance of their duties, a neglect of which, I am sorry to say, pre.
vails to a great extent in some jurisdictions. I am inclined to think that
a blank form of Report for D. D. G. M’s would be of great convenience,
Blanks could be made to contain all particulars necessary to be con.

tained in such Reports, and would be the means {o induce a more strict S

attgntion to the duties required of al:j'h officers.

I would also state that the form of Blank Semi-Annual Reports
which are now in use, (a number of which are in my possession, having
been obliged to get a new lot printed,) are very plain, I notice in all
the last Reports the per centage is accurately made up. I trust in
future there will not be so many errors in making up per centage, dc,
I did find one error in the last Report of Brock Lodge, which was in not
paying per centage on the amount received for initiations, degrees, &c.,
which I immediately pointed out to the Secretary, and have not yet
received any correction.

There is one thing I respectfully call the attention of this Grand
Lodge to, and that is the election® of Grand Representative. Experi-
ence teaches us thatis a mistaken policy in not re-electing to send to
that Grand body; and more especially as the present Representative
has received from us the highest gift, thereby-proving that he is worthy
of our continual confidence and esteem. A Representative is elected
for two years, and it takes him fully that time to become acquainted
with the routine of business and be of service to the jurisdiction, The
great men of our Order become so from re-elections, thereby extending
their sphere of usefulness, forming a large circle of acquaintances,
eventuating in being clothed with the highesst honors of the Order.

I should liked to have been able to lay before you a full Report
relative to the manner in which the National Celebration passed off in
this jurisdiction; but I have not received but two or three Reports
respecting the matter, and I hope that the present Representative may
be able to make up a Report for each of their jurisdictions, so that it
may be forwarded to the R. W. G. Secretary for publication. I would
state that Gore Lodge has furnished us with a fine Report, a copy of
which will be found on the table. I also submit for your examination a
Report showing the receipts of the past year.,

GRAND SECRETARY’S

RECETPT S
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" BrerareN,—1I cannot close the Report without returning you my
sincere thanks for the confidence you reposed in me when you elected
me to fill this responsible office, and as the year is now abaut to close
let us one and all lift up our hearts in thanksgiving to the Author of all
Good, for having permitted us to meetﬁ})ere on this occasion, enjoying
so many marks of his peculiar favor, with a prospect of a plentiful harvest
at our very doors, and peace within our borders. * Cold indeed must be that
heart that does not glow with gratitude for all these blessings; and may
He still continue them towards us, and grant us wisdom to avoid the
rocks and dangers that continually are besetting us in this world, and at
last safely anchor us in a secure and peaceful harbor.

Respectfully submitted,

SAMUEL G. DOLSON,
Grand Secretary.

On motion, the Report of G. Secretary was referred to Committee
on state of the Order, and on Finance.
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On motion, Grand Treasurer’s Report was referred to Committee on
Finance.
* Rep. T. Partridge presented a Report, the result of a visit to Rose
Lodge by a special appointment for that purpose.

Tothe R. W. G L..—

Your Committce appointed to examine into and adjust the disputes
and difficulties which have arisen between the officers ‘and members of
Rose Lodge, No. twenty-eight, situate at Amberstburg, submit the
following Report:—

That after visiting said Lodge, and requesting a special mecting
to be called for the purpose of securing a full attendance of its mem.
bers, and minutely investigating the complaintsof all parties, find the diffi-
culty arose in consequence of therTreasuier’s having loaned the sum of
$180, (being the amount due the Widow’s and Orphan’s Fund,) without
the knowledge or consent of the Lodge, and refused to mention the
name of the party to whom he had loaned said money, which, as soon as
became known, caused a division of the members, and general dissatis-
faction in the Lodge; and had it not been for the presence of your Com-
mittee at that partreular time, would have proved most disastrous to the
Lodge.

\g’\’e now have much pleasure in reporting that the funds have been
received, full and satisfactory explanations given, and the existing diffi-
culties amicably arranged. ~ -

Your Committee would urge the passing of & By-Law, if possible, at
the next sittings of the Grand Lodge, strictly prohibiting subordinate
Lodges loaning their funds, and thereby preventing a recurrence of the
above,

Your Committee wish that they could here close their Report; and
it is with feelings of deep regret that they bring before your notice the
conduct of one of the members of Rose Lodge, not only towards your
Committee, but especially towards the Grand Lodge, viz:—Past Grand
Henry Mears, who at one time occupied a prominent position in your
Grand Body, (and from whom better might bave been expected), his
conduct was not only insulting by trying to throw every obstacle in the
way of your Committee, and keep up the dissension, but the language
used by him while in the Lodge was very disgraceful as an Odd Fellow,
and is deserving of a severe reprimand from your Grand Body.

All of which is Fraternally submitted.
T. PARTRIDGE,
JAMES HENRY.
Dated at Amherstburg, this 19th day of August, 1858.

The Report of Special Committee appointed to visit Rose Lodge was

referred to Committee on State of the Order.

Bro. Jas, Westland of Eureka Lodge, No. 30, made the following
appeal”
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¥ . Lownpox, 26th July, 1859.
To the Right Worthy Grand Master,'Officers and Members of the R.
W. Grand Lodge of C. W., I 0. O. F. :

I herey appeal against the action of Eurcka Lodge, No. 80, on the
12th July, as far as relates to the election of Representative, the reasons
for so doing are set forth<n the following statement.

On the 5th July, the \%};\sct apmtﬁby the laws of the Grand Lodge
for the election of Representative, theré was a full attendance of mem-
bers, who knowing the law, prepared to signify their choice. Two candi-
dates were proposed, mysell being one, Before leaving the room for the
vote to be taken, 7 placed én_the hands of the Noble Grand, the roll of

. members, with their arrears, this being the first occasion when it has

been necessary to restrict members in airears as to their vote* We then
retired, in our absence the vote was taken, and on being called in, I was
declared duly elected as Representative by the Noble Grand.

On the 12th July, at a small meeting of members, to our surprise
the subject was brought up, and it was made known that the roll was
not called on the 5th July. Though an error of the Noble Grand, that
officer then declared the election null, and forthwith ordered a new elec -
tion, when another was chosen by a very small majority of those present.
Thus-was committed an act discourteous to a majority of the Lodge, sub-
versive of the.best interests of the Order, and the Lodge in particular,
unjust to myself and the majority I claim to represent, in as much as no
notice was given of any such action, the members having no opportuni-
ty of signifying their preference. .

On the 19th July, a wish was expressed by some members to recon-
sider the election on the foregoing grounds, but the Noble Grand de-
cided that no reconsiderftion could be had, as the Grand Master had
written, (in answer to his enquiry) to say that P. G. Wigmore was duly
elected Representative, and we could not alter it. I cannot believe that
our R. W. G. Master would have given his' decision in this manner, had
he been made acquainted with all the particulars.

If the election held on the 5th July was illegal, the one held on the
12th was equally so, as one of the Tellers appointed was disqualified by
our laws, by allowing his dues to overrun the time allowed, others also
voted who were equally disqualified from the same cause, also the mem-.
bers present in the Lodge were not counted, although the votes were.

I make this appeal, that the wishcs of the majority of the Lodge
should be heard, and their feelings expressed in the Grand Lodge, which,
under the ¢ircumstances, are impossible at present in any other way than
this. I rest assurred that justice will be done, by a free, unbiassed enqui-
ry made by Brothers unprejudiced and willing to decide as Odd Fel-
QoWs, .

All of which is with due respect submitted,

JA’S WESTLAND, P. @
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- * " Lonbon, 27th July, 1859,
To the Right Worthy Grand Master, Officers and Members of the R,
W. Grand Lodge of C. W, 1. 0. 0. F. .

As’ there is an appeal taken’ by P. G. Bro. Westland against the
action of Eureka Lodge, in regard to the election’ of Representative to
your Right Worthy Body, I deem it my duty in defense of the Lodgc
of which [ am & member, to lay before you all the facts in connection
with it, and T believe hé has no right to appeal under all the circum.-
stances, inasmuch as he acquiesced in the decision of the Chair, and,
again became a candidate at the second election,

The facts of the case are as follows: On the 5th July, it being the night
of installation, the menibers of Eureka Lodge wished to elect their Re-
presentative to'the G. Lodge, and one of the Past Grands being from
home, it whs suggested by some to lay the election over till his return;
but some objections werc raised to laying it over, and accordingly the
Lodge procecded to elect their Representative.  Two candidates were
nominated, Bro. Westland being one. [t was before the nomination took
Dlace that the roll was placed in my hands, and ‘as 1 understood, to shew
me the names of such members as are entitied to the password; and on
the vote being taken, I did not think of calling said roll; and Bro, West-
land having received the ‘majority of votes, he was declared eleeted,

On the 12th inst., the election of Bro. Westland was objected to on
the following grounds, viz:—That the roll was not called as prescribed
in the By-Laws of the Lodge. On those grounds I considered the
election was not legal, and declared it null, and void. Bro. Westland did
not then object to my decision, but became a candidate again for the
office, and on bciqg informed of his defeat he gave notice of appeal, and
I on the following day wrote to our M. W, Grand Master, giving him all
the important facts of the case, and received an answer. confirming my
decision; and there were only four votes more polled on the-5th than
there was on the 12th, and two of those were not entitled to vote on
the 12th, they being in arrears for dues; and the Tellers appointed were
good, at least they showed good on the roll. :

There was no one voted*who did not appear good on the roll, and I
have never seen members in the Lodge counted at an election; and I
can testify there was no one voted whose name was struck off the roll,

- A, MePHAIL, V. @,
Lureka Lodge.

; - ! Lonbox, C. W, 28th July, 1859
To the Right Worthy D. D. G. M. of the London District of the I. 0.
. 0. F.:.—

Sir AND Bromier,—I forward to you acopy taken from the minutes
of Eureka Lodge No. 30, I. 0. 0..F, relating to the action of the raid
Loige in the election of a Representative to the R. W. @. L. of Canada
West, alongwith an ‘appeal that has been taken from the action of the
said Lodge.

B
be our
mells
our De

duly el

Aft
the G
land o1
The na
called f

The
posed I
Bro. Ing
Bro. Bre
and the
ber of v
Bro. Wi

Tece
Eurcka

P. 8
were ap)

by the ]

.
Grar

Degree,



59,
he R,

st the
ve to
w0dge
2ction
cum-
'y and,

night
r Re-
from
turn ;
7 the
were
took
shew
d on
Vest-
0 on
ibed

the
1did

the
and
n all
' my
than
e on
vere

d I
d I
11,

21

o

Lopae Roow, 5th | uly, 1859.

Bro. Peel proposed, Bro. J. Earls seconded, that P. G. Bro, Westland
be our Delegate to the next meeting of the Grand Lo ge. Bro. Inga-
mells proposed, Bro. J. W, Cryer seconded, that P. G, Bro. Skinner be
our Delegate.  On the vote being taken, Bro. Westland was declared
duly elected to represent Eureka Lodge in the Grand Lodge.

Lobar Rooy, 12th\July, 1859.

After a lengthy discussion with regard to the election of Delegate to
the Grand Lioage, the N, G. declared the election of P. G. Bro, West. =
land on the 5th inst. illegal, and against the By-Laws of this Lodge.
The name of each Bro, good on the books and entitled to vote not being

~called from the roll provided for that purpose. *

The Lodge then prepared for a new election, Bro, Yealland pro-
posed Bro. Wigmore, seconded by Bro. Skinner; Bro. Skinner proposed
Bro, Ingamells, seconded by Bro. Wigmore; Bro. R. Anderson proposed
Bro. Brock, scconded by Bro.Westland. The three candidates then retired,
and the vote being taken, Bro. Skinner having received the fewest num-
ber of votes, his name was withdrawn. The vote was again taken, when
Bro. Wigmore was declared duly elected.

I certify the above to be a true and correct copy of the minutes of
Eurcka Lodge No. 30,1 0. O. F.
RICHARD ANDERSON,
Recording Secretary.

P.8.—I also certify that at the election on the 12th July, Tellers
were appointed and the roll called by the N. G, as placed in his hands
by the Per. Sec.

RICHARD ANDERSON,
Rec, Sec.

Grand Lodge closed in Scarlet Degree, and opened in the G. L.
Degree, when the following P, G’s, were dulj instructed in the same:—

Bros. P. G. Huarn Mursray,
Ricmarp Wiemore,
DaxieL DRraxe,
ABEL Bristor,
Davio Rosertson,
Avronzo C. Dana,
G. M.*Goopgvs,
CALvIN STEPHENS,

Grand Lodge adjourned to meet again at 6 o'clock.
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6 O’Crock, P. M.

Grand Lodge met pursuant to adjournment,

Grand Officers present; and a quorum of Representatives.

Reps. Gep. Varey, of No. 84, from the Finance Committee submitted
the following Report, which was adopted :—

To the R. W. @. L..—

Your Finance Committee beg to Report that they /ha.ve examined
the late Treasurer’s accounts and vouchers, and find them " correct, and
would recommend that the said Reports be printed in full in the pro-
ceedings of this Grand Lodge. Also, they have examined the following
‘accounts, which were referved to then, and find them correct, and would
recommend that the R. W. G. M. bé authorized to draw on the Treasu-
rer for the respective amounts, viz:—

Grand Secretary, for disbursemeits
James Woodyatt, for postage_:__ & =
Thomas l/’:u'tridge, expenses visiting Rose Lodge, 14 00

$17 50
Respectfully submitted,
G. VAREY,
H. MURRAY,
W. A, GLOVER.

Rep. William Bissell, of No. 37, from Committee on Appeals, sub-
nitted the following Repqrt, which was adopted :—
Tothe R. W. G. L..— 2

Your Committee on Appeals beg to report on the appeal of P, G,
James Westland, of Eureka Lodge, No. 80, that after having carefully
investigated said appeal, they would recommend that the action of
Eureka Lodge, taken on the 12th July, be sustained, the same being in
conformity with the By-Laws of said Lodge, and the applicant not
‘having entered any objection previous to the vote being taken. !

Respectfully submitted,
WM. BISSELL,' C'/m{'rman.

)

Rep. A. C. Dana, of No. 9, from Committee on Returns, submitted
the following RepBrt, which was adopted.

To the R. W. G. L.—

Your Committee on Returns beg leave to report that they have ex-
amined the same, and find them correct, with these slight - alterations.
The returns from Brock Lodge, as should be, show a balance to their
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credit for next term of %9,18. Industry Lodge has reported to 31st De-
cember, 1858, but no report for term ending 80th June, 1859; and St.
Mary’s Representative should be D. A. Robertson instead of G. R. Me¢-
Intosh. :
Respectfully submitted,

A. C. DANA,

T. PARTRIDGE,

G. M. GOODEVE.

R. W. G. REPRESENTATIVE’S .

"~ REPORT,

T0 THE

‘R W. GRAND TODGE OF CANADA WIEST.

Tue Undersigned, your Representative in the R. W. Grand Lodge
of the United States, respectfully Report—

That the twenty-third Annual Session of the R, W. Grand Lodge of
the United States was held in 0dd Fellows’ Hall in the city of Baltimore,
beginning on Monday, the 21st of September, 1857, at 9 o’clock, A. M.,
and ending on Saturday, September 2 at 3} o'clock, P. M.; and,
that thé twenty-fourth Annual Session of the R. W. Grand Lodge of
the United States was held at the same place, on September 20th, 1858,
at 9 o’clock A, M., and adjourned to meet at the Odd Fellows’ Hall in
the city of Baltimore, on the third Monday of September, 1859.

The M. W. Grand Sire, William Ellison, the Grand Officers and
Representatives from twenty-two Grand Lodges and eleven Grand En-
campments were present in 1857; and the M. W. Grand Sire, George
W. Race, the Officers and Grand Representatives from twenty-four
Grand Lodges and fourteen Grand Encampments were in attendance,
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During the session, Répresentatives were present from every jurisdic.
tion wuder the Grand Lodge of the United States; and all, the Repre-
sentatives were entitled to seats except three, viz: one each from Penn.
sylvania, I\ii('higun. and Delaware, in 18573 and in the latter Session,
Representatives were in attendance from every jurisdiction except from
the Grand Encampments of North Carolina and Michigan, and all of
those entitled to seats were present except six, viz: one each from Tows,
Georgl, Michigan, Pennsylvania, Texas and North Carolina,

Two new sister jurisdictions were this session added to our confede-
ration—the Grand Lodges of Kansus and Nebraska, each having' five
flourishing Lodges.

CONDITION OF THE ORDER.,

From the R. W, Grand Secretary’s Report for 1857, T learn that
returns have been received from 8,505 Subordinate Lodges, having
188,712 members in good stahding, and that there has been paid out
of their treasuries for « relieving the sigk, burying the dead, and educ.
ting the orphan,” $538,411 30: to which there 1s to be added $34,040
874, expended by the Encampment branch for the same glorious
charity.

The total amount of Receipts reported ‘in the jurisdiction of the
Grand Lodge of the United States, from both branches of the Order, is
1,226,187 07. In the Grand Secretary’s Report for 1858, I find—
leaving out the Grand Lodges of Arkansas and Nebraska, from which
no Reports were received—3,385 Lodges. 176,700 members in good
standing. There has been paid for the “relief of the sick, burying
the dead, and educating the orphan,” by the Subordinate Lodges, the
sum of $440,259 22, and from the Encampment branch, $36,679 94—
amounting to $476,938766. The gross amount of Receipts being for
the fiscal year, $1,333,841 «57. » :

Herewith are submitted copies of the Annual Reports of the M. W,
Grand " Sire, and the R. W, Grand Secretary, for more particular infor-
mation. I also have much pleasure in presenting to the R. W, Grand
Lodge of Canada West a bound copy of the Journal of the Proceedings
of the R. W. Grand Lodge of the United States, (in four volumes,) in-
cluding a history of the institytion of Odd Fellowship from 1819 to
1855—with the Journals for 1856, 1857 and 1858, in pagaphlet form.

ISECISJEONS BY THE M. W. GRAND SIRE, WM. ELLISON,

First—Whether it is competent for a Grand Lodge to granta dupli-
cate or any other kind of a copy of a subordinate charter to a working
Lodge, and at the same time permit such Lodge to retain the original
in its possession ?

Second.—In granting a charter to take the place of one mutilated,
defaced or destroyed, can the Grand Lodge change or vary the phrase-
ology of the oriéjlna.l charter ?
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Third.—In case of the absence ordeath of any of the original signers
of a subordinate charter, is it competent for the present officers to write
the names of the original signers upon the new copy, and with their
own signatures attest the fact of their being a true copy of the original
signatures ?

My reply to these enquiries was as follows:

To the first, that there is no provision tv furnish a subordinate body
with two charters, except in case where the original one has become
mutilated or destroyed.

Second.—That in granting a duplicate charter, the gra;nting power
cannot change or vary the phraseology of the original charter.

tilated or destroyed, it should be signed by the officers” of the body
granting. such duplicate, with an endorsement stating that the charter
was issued in place of one %rmnted at such a time, and which had be-
come mutilated or destroyed.

Third—In granting a duplicate charter to take the pll-E}V of one mu-

Second.—It has been inquired of me « whether an officer of a Lodge
whose regalin is in his chair in the lodge-room cannot enter without any
regalia ?” :

The answer is contained in the charge book. . No brother is entitled
to enter or leave the lodge-room unless clothed in regalia. 'If an offi.
cer, and his regalia be in his chair in the lodge-room, he must enter in
a pc,al'let regalia, if’of that degree, and there exchange it for his official
regalia.

Third—A Grand Representative elect of this body inquires “if by
vithdrawing from his Subordinate Encampment to establish a new
Encampment he forfeits his right to a seat in the Grand Lodge of the
United States ?” .

My. reply was, that according to a decision of the Grand Lodge of
the United States a withdrawal card severs a member’s connection with
his Lodge, and if he be an officer of his Grand or Subordinate Lodge,
such office becomes vacant. But that I did not understand this decis.

. ionas applying to a Grand Officer elect. A Grand Representative elect

is not a Grand Representative until his credentials have been accepted

by the Grand Lodge of the United States.

Fourth.—To an enquiry “whether a Grand Patriarch has the
power during the recess of a Grand encampment to suspend a Subordi-

nate Encampment ?” I replied that it is a subject for local law. S

Fifth.—It has been inquired of me “ whether upon the application of
a number of brothers for membership by deposit of card, the Lodge has
a right to ballot for the whole number collectively, or must each have
a separate ballot ?”

& ;
My reply was that it would be improper, if not contrary to general
law .and. usage, to ballot collectively on a, number  of :applications for
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mvcmber;;hip by depositof card. Every member of a Lodge has a right

to deposit his ballot upon- each individual application for membership,

and a collective ballot would be an infringement of this right.

Sixth.—My official opinion has Leen requested upon the followiny
inquiries:

First—Can a brother become in arrears so as to disqualify him
wader the laws of the Lodge from receiving benefits during sickness or
disability, if he is beneficial at the commencement of such sickness or
disability ? :

Second.—If “he cannot, is it competent for a Lodge to withhold the
amount of his dues from his weekly benefits in order to keep him in
standing ? .

My reply was as follows: If a brother was in good standing at the
commencement of his sickness, and his Lodge should pay him his dues
in full, and he should subsequently and during said sickness beeome in
arrears so as to disqualify him by the by-laws of the Lodge from re-
eciving benefits, I should deeide that it was the fanlt of the Lodge in
not retaining so much of his benefits as would keep him in good stand-
ing during such sickness or disability, and that the brother would not
be disqualified from receiving his bencfits during such sickness,

Seventh.—It has been inquired of me ¢ whether a Subordinate
Lodge, under the approval of its Grand Lodge, has not a right, by its
by-laws, .to provide ‘for the balloting of brothers who apply for rein-
statement, after having been suspended for non-payment of dues for an
indefinite time,”

The answer is furnished by the Journkls, The Grand Lodge of the
United States has decided, in the Cottrell case, (see Journal, volume 3
page 1504,) that the committee do not perceive any conflict between
such a provision and the constitution of this Grand Lodge. The article
in the constitution of Pennsylvania upon which the appeal of John Cot-
trell is founded refers to the suspension of members for a definite period.
The Digest, page 308, article tw: ty-one, says: “A brother suspended
for non-payment of dues loses the benefits of membership, but the
body which inflicts the penalty is competent to reinstate him.” Page
874, article nine, says: « Indefinite suspension of' a member for no
payment of dues may be termimated by a Grand Lodge without the con-
sent of its Subordinate.” Page 417, article forty-seven, says: «To
require suspended: members to apply in due form for re-admission, and
then subject them to the ordeal of a ballot, though wot incompatible with
general law, 38 in conflict with established usage and reciprocal rights of
members and Lodges, and the practice should be abolivbed,” (This
refers to definite suspensions, as explained in the Digest, page 435,
article twenty-two) It must be gonceded, from the authorities and
decisions above quoted, that a Subprdinate Lodge, under the approval
of its Grand Lodge, does possess; th right, an inherent right to judge of
the disqualifications of all applicants for admission or reinstatément to
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membership, except in cases of definite suspensions;: and any legislation
of this Grand Lodge depriving a Subordinate of this reserved right
would be unjust and arbitrary. ; 5
Eighth.—~It has been submitted te'me “whether in case of a sus-
ended or expelled Lodge, upon its restoration and revival, the officers
who filled " the chairs at the time of sueh suspension or expulsion are
restored, with the revival of the Lodge, to their former official positions,
The Grand Lodge of the United States, at its session in 1849, has
answered this question in the affirmative.

Ninth.—It has been inquired of me « whether a member of a Subor-
dinate Lodge, who is also a member of an encampment, and was in good
standing in his Lodge at the time of the suspension of said Lodge,
losses his membership in the Encampment.” The Digest, page 390,
article sixty-six, answers this question in the afirmative. To retain
membership in an. Encampment it is necessary to be s contributing
member of b Subordinate Lodge in good standing,

DECISIONS BY THE R, W. G, SIRE, GE0. W. RACE.

The following decisivns of the M. V‘C/ Grand Sire, made during the
recess, were confirmed ;

1st.——That upon principle, a Grand Master should not hold office in
his subordinate Lodge, or in a degree Lodge. But that it was a sub-
ject for local legislation, and iif the absence gf any local prohibition, « he
might hold any such office as would not in any way interfere with his
official business.” -

2d—That where a Noble Grand obtains leave of absence from his
Lodge for three months and overstays his time, being absent for a.ma-
Jority of nights in the term, and his office is declared vacant by a vote of
the Lodge, and a Past Grand elegted to his vacancy, the Lodge cannot,
by the resignation of the latter and the re-election of the former for the
remainder of that term, make him a Past Grand entitled to the honors
of a Past Noble Grand, as this would permit him to take advantage of
his own wrong, ‘and accomplish indirectly that which the law prohibi-
ted him doing direetly. (See Journal oly the Grand Lodge of the Uni-
ted States, 1886, 1898, 2781).

8d—That an “ Ancient Odd-Fellow” is one who Has been regularly
initiated into the Order and retired therefrom in good standing, either
by taking his “ permanent,” or “ withdrawal card,” or by “resignation.”
If done by “resignation,” he at once becomes -an “ Ancient Odd-Fel-
low,” and if by taking a permanent card, he becomes so at the expiration
of one year from the date of his card, A

4th—That & District Deputy Grand Master has not the right to
introduce visitors whose cards are out of date, the power being restricted
by law to “Elective Grand Officers.” ‘ :

5th.~~That where the by-laws of a Subordinate Lodge read; “ That
every member, &c., against whom there is no charge, shall be entitled
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to benefits,” “d bro'ther, who is not entitled to sick benefits by reason
of the non-payment of his dues, cannot during: his sickness, by the ay-

ment of all arrearages, reinstate himself in good standing in his Ledge,
80 a8 to be entitled to benefits during thas iliness.”
6th.—That where the Constitution of a Lodge requires «a majorit

of the votes cast to elect to office,” there being two candidates for the
same office, one having received twenty-seven, the other twenty six
votes, and gne blank vote, there was no legal election, as twenty-seven
is not a_majority of fifty-four; and that a vote in blank is as much a
vote to be counted as thougl it had the name of a candidate upon it.”

7th—That “a Lodge in surrendering its charter and effects, should
also relinquish into the control and custody of the Grand Lodge its
available and unavailable funds.”

8th.—That “ the law relating to re-admission of members suspended
for non-payment of dues, (page 2665, Journal of the Grand Lodge of
the United States, session of 1856), refers to all Subordinate Lodges,"
whether under the immediate Junisdiction of this Grand Lodge, or of
State Grand Lodges.

9th.—that « where the Grand Lodge of the United States pass any
law or make any detision, providing that a Subordinate Lodge shall
have power to do certain things, which are denied to the subordinate
by a clause in its constitution, framed years since, the Lodge may disre-
gard said prohibitory clause, and do those things expressly allowed b
the Grand odge without becoming amenable to the laws of jts Grand
Lodge.” The constitution and laws of this Grand Lodge are paramount

to all State laws, and the Iatter, so far as they conflict with the former,
must yield to them,

Two other decisions were made by the M. W. Grand Sire, which
were revised and altered; the result of the action of the Grand Lodge
of the United States, being as follows:

Firstly—That where the books of a defunct Lodge have been lost
or destroyed, a brother who was a member thereof, and is' not in pos-
session, of his permanent card or certificate of membership from the
Grand Secretary, cannot, as the law now stands, be received into any
other Lodge as an “ Ancient Odd-Fellow.” This conclusion was con-
curred in, and the following resolution was adopted :

Resolved, That the granting of withdrawal cards to members of de-
funct Lodges or Encampments, is more properly a subjest for local
legislation,

Secondly.=~A decision that “a member under charges’ should be
deprived of all rights of every description, except that of speaking “in
his own defence when on trial,”” was overruled; and the rand Lodge
voted to “ coneur in the views of a formier committee, who, in reporting
upon a constitution providing that “a member under charges, during
the investigation thereof by/the Lodge, is under a state of suspension
. and cannot participate in the work of the Lodge,” say, that such a pro-
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position is « subversive (‘)f‘thut well known principle that a man is pre-
.umed&o be innocent until proved guilty; the only effect of undecided
charges is to deJ)rive the member of the right to take a travelling or
visiting card, and, where the charges bear upon the right to benetit¥ to
suspend the payment thereof until a final decision,” (see Journal 2132,
2174), and *that the same be re-affirmed.” :

GENERAL DECISIONS BY RESOLUTION.

Decisions were also made by the Grand Lodge upon Reports from
the examining committees and resolutions, as follows:

1st—That printed copies of appeals made in conformity to the law,
be received. :

2nd—That the necessity of submitting for approval all amendments
to Censtitutions of State Grand Bodies, whether of a purely local or
general character, is imperative.

3d.—That after a visiting brother has been once regularly examined -
and introduced, the examination andgintroduction in form, may be sub-
sequently dispensed with, if the Lodie is so minded, “provided the pre-
siding officer shall find the card of tHe visiting brother to be in date.”

4th.—That in Grand Lodges, Pgst Grands may be deprived of their
right to vote (unless they be speci [Representatives) except in the elec-
tion of Grand offiers: and that in the case of such elections, after the
opportunity of voting has been once allowed, the Grand Lodge may
limit the privilege to special Representatives, or in any other manner
define its exercise. Also, that in no case can any one be allowed to vote
for the officers of any Grand Body but those properly qualified for mein-
bership. therein. | ;

5th.—That, as the term “in good standing” embraces those brothers
“ holding unexpired withdrawal cards,” and as, after the expiration of
twelve months from date « the card becomes null and void, and of no
value,” and “the holders of them are beyond the jurisdiction of the
Order,” being already adjudged by the Grand Lodge of the United
States; a brother holding a final card over one year in date, cannot
legally be an applicant for a dispensation to open a new Lodge, This
decision, although ‘correct, was deemed to bear hardly on some remote
and sparsely settled jurisdictions; and the legislative ‘committee have
now in charge the subject of the expediericy of legislating for their relief,

6th.— That whenever a Lodge, Encampment, or member of the
Order, authorized by existing laws to introduce testimony in any pro-
ceeding, may desire the testimony of a non-resident witness, shch Lodge,
Encampment or member may take the deposition of such witness in tie
mode described by the resolution of this R. W. Grand Lod , passed at
the session of 1857, and to be found on page_2788 of ‘the Journal.”
This was'adopted to extend equal facilities in this important subject to
all parties interested in a judicial proceeding. ‘

. .
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7th.—¢ That a Lbdge or Encampment may visit a gister Lodge or

Encampment in a body, when accompanied by one of their fist two .

officers, who may introduce them in the manner provided for the intro.
duction of visitors by the elective Grand officers,” Tlis was an impor.
tant matter, being a proposition to change the unwritten work, requiring
a four-fifths vote to adopt, and elicited much discussion ; being finally
adopted by a vote of 83 to 12. «

8th.—That farther legislation upon the lengths of termsand periods
of official service of Sukordinate Lodges is inexpedient. A caustie
report on this subject expressed the determination of the Grand Lodge
of the United States not to interfere with the six months terms:

9th—That the time when a person elected to become a member of
a Lodge or Encampment, begins his membership, is a “ matter for local
legislation,” as already decided by the Grand Lodge of the United
States. This decision was decided by the R. W. Grand Lodge of Cali.
fornia, on resolution of Grand Rep. Brewster, (page 388,) Journal
Grand Lodge of California. : :

REVISION AND MERGEMENT. '\,

This subject, which still maintains its interest, in many of the juris-
dictions, ha#, been referred to a special committee at the last annual
communication, and was brought u{: on the first day of the communica-
tion, by a resolution calling on t

stood theNuty assigned them to be to report & plan whereby the
work of thd. subordinate Lodge-and Encampment might be consoli-
datéd, and &o fo-revise and arrange the charges and lectures of both
these branches of the Order asto present as a homageneous whole one
work.” If the committee have understeod the object of thejr appoint.
ment aright, they have but little difficulty in reporting that, in their
Jjudgement, such a plan is, under the existing Constitution of the Grand
Lodge of the United States, impracticable. The committee therefore
declined to offer any plan which, in their ‘opinion, would in adyaneé be
declared unconstitutional, as involving the abolition of Grand Encamp-

ments; but say, « They nevertheless are of opinion that if this constu-

tional impediment was removed by such a change in that inétrument as
would transfer the jurisdiction over the Patriarchal branch to the State
Grand Lodges, whenee it was ori inally derived, and by the inposition
of such qualifications for members ip in these Grand Lodges, as would
" appropriately fit them for the supervision of such subordinates, that the
local interests of that branch of the Order, as well as its general

prosperity, would be greatly promoted, and perhaps, at the same  time,

the question. of mergement be for ever settled.” . The - committee
expressed the opinion that « mergement”—* as a whole”—and a corre-
sponding “ work”—would injure prosperous jurisdictions as much as it
would benefit weak ones; and therefore proposed  the local remed
contained in the above suggestion, which, as they supposed in diffic
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- cases (that is, where the Lodge branch was strong and the Encamp-

ment branch was feeble), “.would assist the Encampment branches, in
some jurisdictions, by bringing legislation on the subject at their own
doors, where their local wants would be best known and cared for, and
could not, on the other hand, prejudice such localities in which the
present Encampiment system is cherished, since the same local power of

- legislation would equally appreciate and respect such ‘interest,s and

wants.” :

From the reasons above given against reporting * a plan of merge-
ment,” under “existing eircumstances,” the committee declined to
sabmit such a plan, and rested under the above expression of their
views. This report was signed by Wm, T. Cornwell, A. F. Askew,
James G. Ridgley and Alexander % Glenn, and accompanying it was a
partial- concurrence from John A. Kennedy and Edward H. Fitzhugh,
who “state that they are opposed to revision and mefgement in any
form or to any extent;”—* still, if a change has to be made, the modi-
fied plan proposed by the committee is, perhaps, the most practicable
and feasible which can be presented.” 'The above “repart was con-
sidered” and concurred in.”

v

FINANCE.

With a view to the adoption of some system by which the®work of
the Grand Lodge of the United States can be earried on without the
present injurious disproportion between expenses and revenue, several
amendments of the Constitution and Resolutions were taken into con-
sideration and recommended to the ‘notice and examination of subordi-
nate jurisdictions, viz: Toar

1. To amend Article X1V., Section 5—In case of a deficiency in
the receipts of any fiscal year to pay its liabilities, that the Grand Lodge
of the United States may “levy a capitation tax on the whole member-
ship. of the Order, or a specific tax on each Grand Body at its pleasure,
sufficient in amount to pay such deficiency.”” See page 2957, Journal
G L U.8 ! S

- 2, To amend Article XIV., by reducing the Representative tax from
$75 to $50. Page 2958, Journal G. L. Ug 8. ; e

3. To amend Article IX, Section 2, by limiting the number of
Grand Representatives to one from each Grand Jurisdiction, with power
to cast all the votes of such jurisdiction, except the payment of the cost
of the extra Representative be assumed by such jurisdiction. Page
2991, Journal G. L. U, 8, :

4 '.l;o amend Article XII, by requiring the Regular Communica-
tions to’be held ¢ bienuially on the third Monday of September, at 9
o'clock, A. M., at such place as the Grand Lodge may from time to time
determine.” That meetings may be called by the' M. W. Grand Sire
after three months’ notice to the several Grand Representatives. That
between the regular Communications the Grand Sire, Deputy Grand
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Sire, Grand Secretary, and Committee of Appeals of the preceding
session shall form a committee, meeting semi-anmmlly, to take charge
of:any and all necessary business, except matters affecting the finances
or legislation of the Grand Lodge of the United States, and their action
to be subject.to reversal or confirmation at the next regular Communj.
cation of the Grand Lodge. Page 2995, Journal G. L. U, 8,

5. To amend Article XXVI,, by making the fiscal year to begin on
the 1st of January, and end on the 31st of December, = See Ppage 2969
Journal G. L. U.’S,

1. Also, “ Resolved, That the Grand Lodge deem it inexpedient
and adverse to the best interests of the Order to grant in the future an
warrant or charter for the establishment of a Grand Body, unless there

shall be under the jurisdiction of the -proposed body at least one -

thousand contributing members at the date of the application.” Ang,

“ Resolved, That it be respectfully recommended to the M. W,
Grand Sire to conform his action on all applications for warrants to the
views of this Grand Lodge, us expressed in the above resolution,”—
Adopted, page 2996 Journal G. L. U. 8,

2. Also, “ Whereas, At several sessions of the Grand Lodge of the
United States, the question of change of representation to or of meeting

of this Grand Lodge, in view’of its expenses, is agitated, and it is desira. .

ble that the question should be settled to the satisfaction of the
Subordinate Grund Bodies, be it

“ Resolved, That the, several subordinate jurisdictions of this Grand
Lodge be requested to express their opinions at their next annual ses-
sion, as to what change it is desirable to make, if any.” Adopted, page
2995 Journal G. L. U. S,

The prices for « Instauatioﬁ Form"” and for “ Diplomas of Member.
ship,” were fixed at one dollar each, *

Your Representative has been' thus minute in his report upon this
subject of the finances of the Grand Lodge of the United States, from a
conviction of its intrinsic importance to the welfare of the Order, and
from a desire to afford every information and assistance, prompted by a

 sense of duty, to the efforts T am well assured will be made by Canadian
0dd Fellowg in justice and generosity to relieve the embarrassments of
the Grand @ of the United States. . , :

All of which is respectfully submitted. - =

’ C. YALE,
Representative,

Grand Lodge of the United States.
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On motiongthe Report of Grand Representative be received and
entered in full on the Minutes.

‘Rep. Fitzsi'mmons, of No. 9, from Committee on mileage and per
diem, submitted the following Report: = ht
To the R. W. G. L, C. W f

We, your Committee on Mileage and per Diem, beg leave to submit
the following Report :—

i | No. | No. | AM’T .| AM'T el
: : | MILES.’| REP. | MILEAGE. |PER DIEM. ?

$22,08 | $6,00 $28,08
- 3,00 3,00
56,40 | 15,00 71,40
19,44 3,00 22,44
15,20 3,00 18,20
15,68 3,00 18,68
16,56 3,00 19,56
11,60 3,00 14,60
, 9,28 3,00 12,28
18,52 3,00 | 16,52
12,32 3,00 | 1532
30,40 6,00 86,40

Brock, No. 9 276
Ontario, 12 0
Union, 16 282
Chatham, 29 . 486
Eureka, . 80 ; 380
Erie, 33 892
Elgin, ~* 82 414
Gore, 34 290
Samaritan, 35 ‘ 832
St. Mary’s, 36 338
Imperial, 37 308
Forest City 88 380

*

=t OV D

I DO bt et d et

3,878

222,48 |§54,00 | $276,48

—
@

Twelve deges represented.

The above is computed at 4 cts. per mile; and one dollar and fifty
cents per day—allowing two days for the session,
All which is respectfully submitted.
WM. FITZSIMMONS,
‘WM. BISSELL, Commttee. -
ABEL BRISTOL,

Moved by Bro. Collins, and seconded by Bro. Bristol—

Resolved, That the Representatives at the Annual Session of the
R. W. G. L. of Canada West of the I. 0. O. F., held at Cobourg, on the
3rd August, 1859, having heard with deep regret of the serious illness
of our worthy Past Grand Master Thomas Reynolds, and in view of the
maxfy lasting services he has rendered to our beloved Order, we do at
this'time extend to him our” most heartfelt sympathies in, this .his hour
of sickness and affliction, and pray that God in his mercy will restore
him ‘again to his usual health, and that the rays of heaven may shed
their benign influence on him, so that he may still continue to aid us by
his counse% and advice. :

Unanimously adopted.

<
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Rep. H. W. Winchester, of No. 16, from the Committee on Laws of
Subordinates, submit the following Report:—

Tothe R. W. Q. L.of C. Wr—

Your Committee on Imws of Subordinates would beg leave to Re.
port that no matters of importance-have come before us except the re-
commendation of the R. W. G. Master, that the Representative system
as adopted by the G. Lodge last year be changed, each Lodge sending
on(ljy one Representative to this G, Lodge, in order to relieve the G, L
and Subordinates of the heavy tax at present imposed on their funds,
with power to cast the same number of votes as they are at present en.
titled to; and that this G. Lodge pay the mileage and per diem of such
Representative.  And also, that the number constituting the Commit.
tee of Appeals be altered to five members, instead of one Répresenta-
tive from each Lodge, as at present. : :

Your Committee would therefore urge that the G. Secretary be in-
structed to send a copy of this Report to each Lodge in this jurisdiction,

and notify them that these Resohutions will come up for action at next
session of the Grand Lodge; and also, that Lodges be instructed to act
on this Resolution in sending Representatives to next session of the
Grand Lodge.

All of which is respectfully submitted,

H. W. WINCHESTER,
W. A. GLOVER.

Nomination and election of Officers for the ensuing
in order, the following was the result:— :
Bro. Cuauncey Yarg, St. Catharines, R. W, G. M.—Re-elected,
“ A.J. Auswonrs, Port Burwell, R. W. D. G, M.
nomination, was declared elected, !
8. G. Dowsox, St. Catharines, R..W. G, Secretary—Re-elected.
“ Wu. Frrzsimmons, Brockvillle, R. W. G. Treasurer— 4
“ Wwm. BXSSELL, London, R. W. G. Warden—Declared elected.
Taps. Partrive and C. Yaus, for R, W. G, Representatives,

On passing the ballot, Rep. Tros. Parrrines, of London, declared
elected.

year being now

—Being no other

“

“

—

On motion, that the next meeting of the Grand Lodge be held in St.
Catharines. Moved in amendment by Bro. Fitasimmons, that the next

meeting be at Brockville. After some discussion, Bro. Fitzsimmons
withdrew his amendment, and the original motion carried,

Grand Lodge adjourned to meet to-morrow at 9 o’clock A. M,
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TaurspAY MORNING, 9 0O’CLOCK.

Grand Lodge met pursuant to adjournment. Present, a quorum of
Grand Officers and Representatives.

. On motion of Rep. Wigmore, the Report of T. W. Partridge, D. D.
G, M, be again read.

After being read, it was referred to a Special Committee, consisting
of Rep. G. M. Goodeve, Rep. T. Fletcher, and Rep. W. A. Glover.

Bro. Varey being one of the Committee on State of the Order, and
having retired, Bro. Thos. Fletcher was named to act in his place.

By particular request, the degree of Rebecca was conferred on Bro.
Collins, and all others entitled to, receive it.  After which, Rep. Alls-
worth, by request, went through with the secret work.

On motion of Rep. Bristol, seconded by Rep. Allsworth——

That this Grand Lodge take into consideration the propriety of in-
creasing the facilities for the institution of new Lodges within the limits
of the jurisdigtion of this Grand Lodgé.

Referred to Committee on State of the Order.

The foregoing Officers declured elected were now installed to their
respective chairs, in regular form. Grand Master then announced the

following appointed Officers:—

Rep. Ricnarp WiaMORE, Grand Marshal.
«  Danier DRAKE, “  GQuardian.
“« A, 0. Dany, - «  Conductor.

——en

To the R. W. G.%L..—
Your Committes to whom was referred the Report of the D. D. G.
M. of Middlesex, beg leave to Reporb——Thm. they are all of one opinivn
that the Brethren alluded to in said Report having used the Seal of the
Lodge without first obtaining the consent of the said Lodge, are deserv-
ing of censure; but they find the Brethren have expressed their regret
for this transaction.  We therefore hope, as this Grand Lodge fecl the
great impropriety, a8 well as the illegal course pursued by the Brethren,
that in future such a transaction may mnot occur. And they further
Report, that they consider a severe censure should be given to the N.
G. of Eureka Lodge, for refusing to sign the Report of the Lodge at the
close of the term; for, in consequence of such neglect, it might have
placed his Lodge in a false position, and preyented them from having a
voice in this Grand Body.
Respectfully submitted, G. M. GOODEVE,
THOS. FLETCHER,
W. A. GLOVER.




Moved by Rep. Goodeve, and seconded by Rep. Drake, that the G,
Secretary get 200 copies of the proceedings,of this Grand Lodge print:
ed.—(Adopted.) —— .

Moved by Rep. Wigmore, and seconded by D. G. M. Allsworth—
That the warmest thanks of the Grand Lodge are hereby tendered to
Past D. G. Master Arthur MacDonald, for the manner in which he hag
performed the duties of that office; and it is the sincere wish of this
Grand Lodge that he may long be spared to counsel and advise.—
(Unanimously adopted.) : - !

The R. W. G. M,, with the concurrence of the Grand Lodge, made
the following appointments for D. D. G. M.:—

P. G. Roserr Frrzsmmons, Leeds and Grenville, Brockville.
Tmvoray Hearey, Lincoln and Welland, St. Catharines.
CaLviy Srepuexns, Lambton, Kent and Essex, Chatham.
WiLuiam Bisskrs, Middlesex, Huron and Bruce, Zondon.
A.MaobownaLp, Northumberland, Durham, Peterboro and Victoria,

Cobourg,
W. A, GrovEr, Elgin East, Zrie.
Asa Howarbp, Elgin West, St. T'homas.
Geo. VArey, Brant and Haldimand, Brantford.
Joun Bare, Oxford, Zngersoll.
@. R. McINTosH, Perth, "St. Marys.

Moved by Rep. Wigmore, and seconded by Rep. Bissell—

Resolved, That the thanks of this Grand Body is hereby tendered to
the Officers and Members of Ontario Lodge No. 12, for the use of their
Lodge Room during the present session, and also for the kind and warm
reception extended to, the Officers, Representatives and Members of this
Grand Lodge, not only in our social-intercourse while among them, but
in the sumptuous Banquet with which we were provided at the North
American; and it is the sincere wish of this Grand Lodge that the
efforts of Ontario Lodge may be crowned with success in the promotion
of the grand principles of our Order. ’

Respectfully submitted, in Friendship, Love and Truth,

Unanimously adopted.

Past D. G. M. A. Macdonald, of No. 12, from the Committee on
State of the Order, submitted the following Report:—

The Commiitee on the State of the Order beg to Report—

That the Committee fully concur in'the Report or the Grand Secre-
tary, particularly with reference to the future prospect of the Order, as
set forth in section 2 of that Report. The suggestions’ made by the
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worthy Secretary in section 5 having been reversed by a vote of this
Grand Lodge, by the appointment of Representative Partridge as Graml
Representative, requires merely the passing notice that the Committee
fully appreciate the remarks of the Grand Secretary, and admit their
propriety and justice. The Report of the Grand Secretary is therefore
recommended for adoption and approval.

Your Committee consider that notwithstanding the outside pressure,
and under all circumstances, the present state of the Order is satisfac-
tory, and affords cheering prospects for the future.

With reference to the Report of the Committee appointed at the last
sessi&é of this Grand Lodge to investigate the affairs of Rose Lodge,
your Committee recommend that the future D. D. G. M. should be
instructed 1o obtain possession of the charter, property and funds of the
said Lodge; and that the Secretary of this Lodge should be advised to
grant cards of clearance to all such members as would be favorable to
the resuscitation of the Lodge, so that immediate action to that effect
may be taken thereafter. :

Your Committee would strongly recommend that this Grand Lodge
should urge “upon the respective Subordinate Lodges the inconvenieuce
and even danger of investing their surplus funds in private hands; and
that it would be more desirable that such investments should be made
in public securities, such as Bank Stock or other chartered institution
where they can be realized when required. -

- With reference to the last clause of the Report referred to, your
Committee would recommend that the Grand Secretary should write to
Rose Lodge and express the surprise of this Grand Lodge that any such
conduct as therein set forth should have been tolexated. .A due respect
for their own Lodge, not to mention the waut of ragpect for the officers
of this Grand Lodge, should have caused Rose Lodge to visit the
conduct of the members guilty of such unworthy conduct with the
severest censure; and immediate action should have been taken to
remove the evil impressions likely to have been created by the occur-
rence alluded to. : :

With regard to the motion of Representative Bristol upon the sub-
ject of affording more facilities for the establishment of new Lodges,
your Committee see no other mode of accomplishing this desirable
object than to recommend to the ‘nearest Lodge to retain the fees for
Initiatiation and Degress for the candidates who are desirous to start a
new Lodge, and that after the object has been accomplished by their
obtaining a Charter, the fees should be handed over to the new Lodge,
with the exceRtion of the Cards of Clearance, which would have to be
obtained for this purpose. '

Tn cases such as stated, with reference to the Valley of the Ottawa,

our Committe are of opinion that the locality would afford a valuable
field for the'introduction of Odd Feéllowship; and the dasiost and least,
expensive mode of accomplishing the object would be that the Grand
; (
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Master should be authorized to appoint a delegation which might con-
sist of two members, One from Brock Lodge and the Brother who may
. be on the spgt for the time being. The expense of the delegation to be
borne by the new Lodge upon obtaining its Charter,
All which is respectfully submitted.
A. MACDONALD, Chairman,
T. PARTRIDGE,
THOS. FLETCHER.
Cobourg, 4th August, 1859, .

SUPPLEMENTARY REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE STATE OF
THE ORDER.

Upon the cubject of the communications from D. D, G. M.’s John
Barr of Samaritan Lodge, James Woodyatt of Gore and Imperial Lodge,
Thomas Fletcher of Union Lodge, with a copy of Resolution upon the
subject of the celcbration held 26th April, James Henry of Chatham
Lodge, and @. R. McIntosh of St Mary’s, the Committee would
only remark, that they appear satisfactory, and give good promise of
tuture prosperity. ;

With reference to the letter from Brother G. T. Clarris, the Com-
mittee heartily concur in the remarks made by the Grand Master in his
Report,upon Elgin Lodge No. 32; and sinccrely hope that the Breth-
ren of Elgin Lodge thercin alluded to, may upon mature reflection, have
felt that hasty proceedings are not in accordance with the spirit of Odd
Fellowship. That the object they all no doubt have in view, that is, to
maintain Lhe@rinciple. of the Order, which would be better attained by
a little yielding on both\sides; and hope that Bros. Clarris, Caulfield and
McLean may be induced $q deposit their Cards with Elgin Lodge, and
bury past differences in- obliXion, in order that such worthy members
may not be lost to the good cause, when it is in their power thus to
shew a laudable example of /forbearance and good feeling to the mem-
bers of the Order generally,

Your Committee have fuch pleasure in calling the attention of their

Brother Representatives to| the able Report of our worthy Grand Master, -

which is replete with valuable and interesting statistics, as well as use-
ful instruction to the workj 1g and progress of the Order, which they
should carcfully treasure j grateful remembrance for future guidance.
All which(is respectfully- submitted.
A. MACDONALD, Chairman.
T. PARTRIDGE,
THO’S FLETCHER.

To the B. W. Grand Master Officers and Members of the R. W. G.

The Special Committee to whom was referred the notice of a Reso-
i ¢ the last sessign of the R. W. G. Lodge of the United
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yStates, recommending that the Subordinate Jurisdictions express their
views at their next annual session as to what would be the best mode of
lessening the expenses and paying the liabilities of that R, W. G. Lodge,
beg most respectfully to Report:—

That in our opinion it would not be prudent to levy a capitation tax
on the entire membership, as it would be the means perhaps of creating
a dissatisfaction, which should be avoided if possible; but would recom-
mend that the R. W, G.-L, instead of meeting every year, meet bien-
nially, on the third Monday in September, at such place as shall be de-
termined; and that the mileage and per diem of one Representative
from each jurisdiction be allowed—such Representative having the
privilege of casting votes for all his Grand Lodge or Grand Encamp- -
ment shall be entitled to; and that the Representative tax be reduced
from seventy-five to fifty dollars, to be paid annually, for each vote such
jurisdiction may be entitled to—the sameN{o_cefitinue in force until all
liabilities are paid, and a fund established ; and that the Grand Sire, D.
G. Sire, Grand Secretary and Committee on ‘Appeals be a Committee to
meet and transact all businesss, at such times\and in such places as the
Grand Sire shall determine, and deem absolutely necessary.

Respectfully submitted.

8. G. DOLSON,
THOS. FLETCHER, .
THOS. PARTRIDGE,
WM. BISSELL.

Grand Lodge then adjourned to meet again at the Town of St.
'Catharines,%on the first Wednesday in the month of August, A. D. 1860.
' SAMUEL G. DOLSON,
R. W. Grand Secretary.




ADDRESS

OF THE d |

OEFICERS OF THE R. W. GRAND LODGE

OF

CANADA WEST,

10 0. F.

AND

THE DISTRICT DEPUTY GRAND MASTERS

0f the various Districts within its Jurisdiction, viz :

GRAND OFFICERS.

CHAUNCEY YALE, R. W. Grand Master

A. J. ALLSWORTH, R.W. D. Grand Masier Port, Burwell.
SAMUEL G. DOLSON, R. W. Grand Secretary Jatharines.
- WM. FITZSIMMONS, R. W. Grand Treasirer Byockville,
WM. BISSELL, R. W. Grand Warden ndon.
THOMAS PARTRIDGE, R. W. Grand Representative London,

D. D. GRAND MASTERS. '(: )

Rep. ROBERT FITZSIMMONS, ZLeeds & Grenville,_.[.ﬁrockvi]le.
“ TIMOTHY HEAREY, Lincoln and Welland. . s $t. Catharines.
CALVIN STEPHENS, Lambton, Kent & E“ér; Chatham,
WILLIAM BISSELL, Middlesez, Huron & Brueg, London,
ARTHUR MACDONALD, Northumberland, Dur-
ham, Peterborough and Victoria it

W. A. GLOVGR, Elgin East
ASA HOWARD, Elgin West St. Thomas,
GEORGE VAREY, Brant and Haldimand ____ Brantford,
JOHN BARR, Ozford ; ; Ingersoll.
G. R. McINTOSH, Perth_........._........St Mary’s,




