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IF EACH L{OMENT.
BY E. NORMAN GUNMISON.

If each moment of infinite gladness
That unto us mortals are given,
Were not followed by 1ptlnite sadness,
Then this earth might seem dearer than Heaven.
If our joys were not followed by sorrow,
If our waoes did not shadow our bitss,
We should not care for aug L0-oOrruw,
But rest well contented with this,

If our hearts were but =ire of each pleasure,
If we sitw not an emd to each joy,
We should lay not in Heaven our treasare,
Where norust ean corrode or destroy.
But there «+ not a joy without sadness,
And there is not a bliss without pain,
And the pittering footall of gladness,
Lies close to the drip of the ram.

Heknows what i3 hest for us over,
Or whether s Jaughter or woe,
He leadeth our foetstep-, that uvever
Can ntray if He bids them to go.
The way may scem dark~omeand weary,
And clouded and shatowedinay be,
Bat the heart it ean nesoer be weury,
If 2uly it lean upon Thee.

So clore when the sunshine is tuming,
And closer when shadow shall tall,
We tollow Thy way without turnng,
And go where the Master may eall,
We answer Thee, Lownd, withoni pleading;
OF whether by day by might,
Conteated to follow Tiry leading,
And knowing it endeth in light,

LIGHT ON THE DAILY PATH.

He that is slow to wrath is ot great un-
derstanding.

The Lord passed by before him, and
proclzimed, The Lord, The Lord God,
merciful and gracious, longsuffering.—
‘The Lord is not slack cancerning his pro-
mise, as some men count slackness; but
is longsuflering to usward, not willin
that any should perish, but that all shoul
come to repentance.

Be ye . . . followers of God as dear
children ; and walk in love.—The fruit of
the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffer-
ing, gentleness, goodness, faith, meek-
ness, temperance : against such there is
no law.—This is thanksworthy, if & man
for conscience toward God endure grief,
suffering wrongfully. If, when ye do
well, and suffer for it, ye take it patient-
1y, this is pcceptable with God. Christ
. . . suffered for us, leaving us an exam-
Ple, that ye should tollow his steps ; who,
when he was reviled, reviled not again;
when he suffered, he threatened not; but
committetb himself to him that judgeth
righteously.
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HOME PIETY.

It is in the family life that a mans
piety gets tested. Let the husband be
eross and surly, giving a slap here and
a cuff there, and see how out of sorts
everything gets ? The wife grows coid
aud unaimable too. Bouth are turned on
one key. They vibrate in unison giving
tone for tore, rising in harmony or di.
cord together. The children grow up
saucy and savage as young bears. The
father becomes callous, peevish, hard—
a kind of two legged brute with clothes
on. The wife bristles in seclf-defence
They develop an unnatural growth and
and sharpness of teeth, and the house is
haunted by ugliness and domestic hrawls
Is that what God meaut, the family to be
—He who made it & place for Lovet
build her nest in, and where kindness
and sweet courtesy might come to their
finest manifestations? The divine can
be realized. There is sunshine enough
in the world to warm all.  Why will no!
men come out of their caves to enjoy it?
Some men make it a great point to treat
every other man’s family well but their
own—have smiles for all bat their kis
dred. Strange, pitiable picture of bu
msn weakness, when those we love best
are treated worst; when courtesy i

shown to all save our friends! I{ one
must be ruce to any, let it be some on¢
he does not love--not to wife, sister, bre
ther or parent. Let one ot our lovel
ones be taken away, and memory recalls
a thousand sayings to regret. Death
quickens recollections painfully. The
grave cannot hide the white taces of thoss
who sleep. The coffin and the gree
ground are cruel magnets. They drsv
us farther than we would go. The
force us to remember. A man never
sees so far into huwan life as when bt
looks over a wife or mother’s grave. Hi
eyes get wondrous clear then, and b
sees a¢ never before what.it is to lon
and be loved; what itis to injure th
teelings of the loved.
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RMON BY REV. WILLIAM M.
TAYLOR, D.D.

op’s MEssAGE TO THE DESPONDIXNG.
WO 13 afy a2 You that fvareth the TLorp,
tobeyeth the voieg of bi servant, that walheth
darkness, and hath no light? Jet him tru~t
name ot the Lokp, and stay upon his Gob.”
saiali 1. 10.
It is not, as you see from these words,
thing unheard of or impossible, that a
ild of Gop should * walk in darkness
d have no light” And when the sad-
s3 of such an experience comes upon
e saint, it will not be always safe to
y that it is the shadow of some special
No doubt, when we hear Davip
, “ Restore unto me the joy of thy
vation,” we are right in concluding
t if he had not committed that great
nsgression which stains his name, he
uld not. at that time at least, have
ded to present such a petition. S,
, when we see ELtyam © under the
iper tree,” and hear his pitiful wail,
Lorp, take away my life now,” we
(oot but feel that his flight from the
of my duty is bewring its appropri-
froit:  But the case described in my
tis different from these. It is that
one who even at the moment ¢ feareth
Lorp, and obeyeth the voice of his
ant,” while yet he has lost the rad-
t happiness of the new life, and is
ding under the weight of spiritual
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wJr I forget thee, O Jerusalem, let my right hand foryget her cunneey—Dsaln 137, 4-5.

despondency.  Many would say flippant-
ly that a Christian must be very f{eeble
indeed if Lie is ever in such a state; and
some would say cruelly, that he who
permits himself thus to be * in heaviness,”
cannot be a Christian at all.  But all
such unqualified assertions spring out of
a shallow philosophy, and a ~uperficial
experience. For Gop does not change
toward us with the mutations of our
frame= and feelings.  Our salvation de-
pends on Curist, and not on our emo-
tions regarding it. They may rise and
fall like the waves of ocean, but He and
the salvation which is in Him are a3
stable as the stars.  The security of the
saint is rooted in the fact that Gop has
a hold of him, and not at all in his con-
sciousness that he bas a hold of Gob.
His comfort may be affected by the latter,
but his safety is due entirely to the
former. Hence they who roundly affirm
that if a man be walking in darkness and
finding no light he cannotbe a Christian,
are making salvation depend, not on
Gop’s work for a man and in him, but
simply and entirely on hiso vn emotions.
Moreover, they are strangely oblivious
of some of the bost known passages in
the history even of the i.... eminent
saints. Ont of what other experience
than that of despondency was such a
Psalm as the Forty-second born? Yet
who will say that its author, even at the
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very moment when he was singine it,
was not traly a childof Gon?  Whence
came that pathetie undertone that trem-
bles bencath <ome of Patvi’s richest
autohiographic passages, if not from the
oceasional distress that comes over every
thoughitful man a< he hecomes inereas-
ingly conseious of the distance hetween
him aud his ideal >—or < Lie hears, now
fainter and now more distinet, like the
roar of the surge upon the hore, the un-
ceasing sound of the sins and =ufferings
of mankind®  Whence. again, that ~ooth-
ing utterance of PETHR. as he says to
hisfrends, * Though now for a ~cason,
if need be, ye are in heavines” it not

from his own experience of the effect of

suffering on a sensitive and ardent na-
ture ¥

Thus it is not onlyv uncharitable but
untrue to say that despondency must be
always traced to 2in; and he who unteel-
ingly alleges that it a ~oul be in =adness
it hias never heen really renewed, may
yet be led to revise his theory of the
Chri-tian life, as he passes throngh <ome
valley of ~hadow, or lies in ~ome dwk
Geth=emane, -obbing cut the cry, * Fat-
her, it iv be posible, let this cap pass
from me ; nevertheless nat as T will, but
az Thon wilt.”  Immense harm has heen
done sometimes to a timid, shrinking,
yet conseientions spirit. by sueh thought-
less ad unsympathetic utterances; <o
let it stand out clear and distinet before
you 1his morning, as the first inference
we deaw from this text, that a man may
be a sincere, carnest, and devout follower
of the Lorn Jests, and yet “be walk-
ing in darknes-.”

But while hix despondency furnizhes
no valid reasen for calling the genuine-
ness of his religion in question, it is very
far from being a comfortable thing in it-
gelf. It is not a state of mind in which
any one desires to remain. And he
should be encouraged to get out of it as
quickly us possible.  For it puts every-
thing about him into shadow. Tt sets all
his songs to a miror key. It gives to all
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his prayers a wailing pathos. Tt taks
away much of his buoyancy and elasiivy
for work.  And it stamps his counten
ance with a settled melancholy, whid
gives to those around him a disagreeall
impression as to the results of servipe
Gon. It i+, therefore, in every wap
desirable, both for his own happins
and for the @oo.. of others, that he shoui
be brought out of the darkness into the
light.

Now. it may contribute to the produe
tion of that result if I turn your thougl,
for a little to the causes out of whid
despondency may spring, and to the cour
sels which in this text are given *o thot
who are suffering from it.

Adverting, then, to the cavses of ~pin
tual despondency, I mention first, that
wty sprinsg from wetural temperamest
However we may account for it, whetha
on the principle of hereditory transmi-
sion, or on that of special characteristic
being given directly by Gon to even
man, it is the fact, that each of us iz bom
with a certain predisposition to joy o
sadness, 16 irascibility or patience,
quickness of action or deliberateness o
conduet, which we call temperament
And it is also true, that while conversin
may Christianize that temperament, i
does not change it.  The sanguine mas
does not become after conversion a mel
ancholy man.  But then, on the other
hand, the man of melanckoly tempers
ment is not made over into the sanguine
when he comes to Carist. The Lown
takes men as they are, and works inand
through their very idiosyncrasies, so &
to produce in His Church that unity it
variety which is the charm of the physt
cal universe. ‘

Now, there are some men to whom
Christianity altogether apart, it comess
natural to be joyful as it docs to the lak
to sing its morning exrol as it mounts it
to mid-heaven. And there are others
alas! whose dizposition inclines them a
ways to Jook on the darker side of things
In the former case there is no merit #



he eladness, just as<in the latter there
5 no blame in the sadness.
e were to et at all t' e facts of hoth
pses, we might ~ce that the man who
as 0 generally desponding had in real-
made far more exertion to enltivate
py than the other had done.  For we
e often shamefully unjust in our esti-
pates of ourtellmw In a class at achool
he first prize is often gained by a hoy
ho did nothing to secureit. Gop made
im <0 Lright and quick that he could
ot belp out-distancing all the rest, while
e boy in the middle was perbaps ten
mes more dilicent than he; but, not
ariog such original capital to work on,
emade 2 poorer =how. And in the
pme way many a man getz credit for
ood temper, who nevér knew what it
as to be provoked s while he who has
ptrained his « xplociveness by great ef-
prt nine tones, i eputedly a fiery tem-
ered man, beenue the dynamite got the
eiter of him on the tenth, We don’t
ow what is restrnined, we only know
hat come<out.  And the same thing
olds in this matter of despondency.
¢ see the melancholy, but we do not
pe and we cannot know the daily efforts
d pravers that are made by the man
p overcome it. Dot Conrist knows.
nd He will nor be unjust like men.
e will not make it, as men so often do,
thing to banter and ridicule you for.
ge knows it iz a yeal trial, and He will
ve you honor in proportion to your ef-
to get anove it Do no* fret, there-
bre, over that which is the result of tem-
erament.  Keep resisting it, and  take
your=elf the helping hand which the
ORD stretches down to you in the pre-
ous injunction of my text.

Again, spivitual despondency may be
s by lisease. The connection be-
cen the soul and the body is both in-
mate and mysterious.  They act and
t upon each other:~o that while it
true that the power of the will may
ep the body up under protracted and
ere labor, it is also true that the con-
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In truth, it
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dition of the body tinges and  affects the
experience of the soul  That which we
call lowness of =pirits is very often the
result of =ome imprudence in diets or
some local disturbance. It would not
do, of course, to resolve all <piritual
plienom na thus into the  consequences
of our phydieal state.  But every one
who has given attention te the subjeet
in any degree knows that the ~ound
body is in all ordinary cases neces-ary
to the sound mind : and I belicve that a
Christian physialogist could render no
beiter ~ervice to many desponding ~pirits
than by preparing a work which ~hould
treat of the effeets of different disea-es
on religious experience. I know that in
the course of my pastoral life, now ex-
tending nearly to a quarter of a century,
I have seen many phases of so-called
spirithal depres~ion. or exultation, wlrich
I could only account for under Gob,
from the nature of the maladies with
which the different individuals have been
afllicted.  Thus T bve literally waded
with a friend for months through the
swelling river, and battled with the waves
of despondency that were breaking over
him; yet, though I knew that he was a
nob'e Christian, T did not losc my faith
either in him or in Gop, because his
disease was of the liver, and he saw
things through a jaundiced eye.  Agmin,
1 have heard great words ot jovful con-
fidence, and even of eestasy come from
those whose natures I knew were want-
ing in depth and stability, and if the
truth must be told I did not set much
siore by them, for their discase was one
which exeited to hopefulness, and  tend-
ed to Iull every suspicion to -leep.

Now see the relief which all this af-
fords. It removes from religion the
responsibility for the depression of' such
a man as CoWrER, and traces his spiri-
tual gloom to disease of the brain ; while,
on the other hand, it takes away trom
Clni~li.mity all reproach for the hypo-
crizy of the man who, while he seemed
to be on his death-bed, talk-d with the
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unction of a saint, and then got well
again, to transgress like an abandoned
sinner; for there, too, the exhilaration
was due to the nervous ¢haracter of the
malady under which he was suffering.
Many, I fear, will doubt these things;
but when they have been at as many
sick-beds and death-beds as [ have been,
they may see reason to revise their op-
inion. At any rate, I am sure of this,
that spiritual depression is very often the
first indication of bodily disease, and that
the medical attendant is fully as neces-
gary in many cases as the spiritaal ad-
viser. Now when we can trace our
despondency to such a cause, it will cease
to be a thorn to us. It will weigh
heavily upon us, indeed, but it will no
longer seem to us as if the Lorp had
deserted us, and so the trial will be de-
prived of its sting. One whom I knew
had the Seventy-seventh Psalm read to
him while he lay dying, and when he
heard the tenth verse, © And I said this
is my infirmity,” he broke in with these
words, “ That ’s my liver. My soul and
body so act one upon the other. With
the liver wrong, the miad gets clouded,
and I feel as though Gop had swept me
out of His house us useless; bat after He
has taken so much trouble to moll the
vessel, He will not throw it aside.”
There you see was depression, but with-
eut the sting, and the reason was because
the sufforer recognized the spiritual  ei-
fect of his dizcase.

But I hasten to remark further that
spivitual decp mdency s often the et
o' trial. Think of PETER'S wards: “Ye
are in heaviness through manifold trials.”
One aflliction will not usually becloud our
horizon. But when a whole series of
distreszes ¢comes on us in succession, the
effect is terrible.  First, it may be, comes
sickness, and we are getting round from
that when business difficulties overwhelm
us, These are scarcely arranged before
bereavement comes ; and while we are
still in the valley, we are set upen by
Aror.LyoX in the shape of some scan-
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dalous accuser who seeks to rob u
our good name. [hus we are for y
it may be, passing through an experi
like that of the sailor whe is’ seeking
round a stormy cape, and is continy
baffled by some cause or other, so i
for weeks, as each morning breaks,
is still the snme weariful headland bes
him, and he has to begin anew.
those who have passed through «u
series of aflictions, and who can sy
the words of the old prophet, ¢ Ile |
barked my fig-iree and made it
bare,” can tell how much there is in s
a history to weigh the spirit do
Nay, the same effect may be prod
by the mere monotomy of our li
without any special affliction. To
the same things to do day afier day
years ; to fill in one’s constant round
duties with gin-horse regularity ; to f
as the years revolve, that one is dege
ating more and more into a machine:
who among us has not experienced
depression which i3 caused by sud
history ?  How many of us can enteri
to the feelings which FABER thus pa
tically describes:

¢ Love adll anviety to toil,

And samencss doubles cares;
While one unhroken ghain of work,
The flagging tewmper wears.”

O ye mothers and  nousekeepers, s
know what is meant by the u-sen
that sameness doubles cares; and it
when such a busden is lying most e
ily upon the heart that the words of
text coine to us with their sooihing §
flunee, as zometimes the music ot as
chauted by a wandering  street »ing
steals inco a troubled dream, and awi
us to comfort and security.

But to mention no more, spri
despondency may be covsod by o
perplecity. We are living in ap
when the spirit of inquiry and bo'd
dependent criticism is abroad.
sacred things of our faith are asal
The old beliefs are once more on
trial, and when a youth reaches the
when he must exchange a traditi
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Piety for a personal conviction, he is
plunged for the tir?e into the greatest
misery. It seems fo him almost as if
sverything were giving way beneath
him, One assails him on the supernat-
ural character of CarisT: another on
the authority of the Scriptures; and
sthers, bolder still, will question even
lhe existence of Gop to him And so0
be is launched on a black and stormy
iea, over which he toils in rowing. and
oven wher in the fourth watch the Lorn
appears to him marching over the waves,
he is so broken down that he mistakes
the Master for a ghost, and is terrified
and affrighted. I tell you, friends, thmt
when a soul is called to pass through
mch an ordeal it i3 no mere superficial
mxiety that is felt. It is agony—decp,
intense, enduring; and I charge you
when your children are wrestling their
way through it, that youa do not upbraid
them or blame them, but help them by
entering into their difficulties, and remov-
ing if you can every stumbling-block
from their path.  And let those who are
thus walking in darkness take to them-
selves the comfort of my text, and walk
on in the full assurance that there is light
beyond.

II. Butnow it iz time to look at the
COUNSELS TU THE DESPONDING which
are given or suggeated by this text.
Aad here, very evidently, the first thing
tobe said s that tie oppressed epivit
miest keepy o0 fonring the LORD and obvy-
ing the coiee of” His <ervint. Whatever
happe 5 these¢ must not be given up.
Nothing whatever ean furnizh any pro-
per reason for ceasing to practise then ;
while on the other hand the neglect ot
them will only deepen the darkness that
is already over you. 1If, therefore, vour
depression comes from temperament, or
disease, or trial, neser think of giving up
‘GOD and His service.  The tunnel may
be long, but it will come to an end at
lagt, if only you will gothrough it. But
if you stand still in it _you will he always
i its darkness. Walk on, therefore, and
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whatever you feel let no evil be wrought
by you, but keep steadily in the path of
rectitude. And if you are involved in
sceptical difficulties, let the same principle
regulate you. Amid all your doubts you
must accept some things as certain; hold
by these. then, and act up to them. so
will you prove that you ure a docile
learner and put yourselt into a position
where you will catch the first glimpses
of returning light.

Very instructive in this regard is the
experience recordeded by Frederick W.
Robertson, of his striving toward the
light, in that terrible spiritual conflict
which he fonght out among the solitudes
of the Tyrol. In one of his letters
written there he says: “ Some things I
am certain of, and these are my  Uraac-
ken, which cannot be taken away from
me. I have got o far as this: Moral
goodness and moral beauty are realities,
lying at the basis, and beneath all forms
of the best religious expression.”  And,
generalizing from his< own case, he thus
addressed the working-men ot Bright-
on, in words which I delight to quote,
because, though I Jid not meet with
them until after I had written the former
part of this dizcourse, they corroborate
in the strongest manner what I have al-
ready said:

Itis an awful hour—let them who
has passed throngh it say how awful—
when this life has lost its meaning and
seems shrivelled into a span: when the
grave appears to be the end of all,
human goodness nothing but a name,
and the =ky abovas this univer-e a dead
expanse, black with the void from
which Ged him<elf has disappeared.  In
that feartful loncliness of spirit, when
those who should have be n his  friends
and counscllors only frown upon his
misgivings and pronfanely bid him .stifle
his doubt<. 1 know hut one way in which
a man may come forth from his agony
scatheless: it is by holding fast to thosze
things which are certain still—the grand,
simple land-marks of mu.ality. In thg
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darkest hour through which a human
soul can pass, whatever else is doubtful,
this at leastis certain. If there be no
God aund no future state, yet even then
it is better to ne generous than selfish;
better to be chaste than licentious; bet-
ter to be true than false; better to be
brase than a coward. Blessed beyond
all earthly blessedness is the man who,
in the tempestuous darkness of the soul,
has dared to hold fuat these venerable
land-marks! Thrice blessed is he who,
when all is cheerless within and without*
when the teachers terrify him, and his
friends shrink from him, has obstinately
clung to moral good! Thrice blessed
because his night shall pass into clear,
bright day.

Ifthere be any young man before me
passing through this terrible ordeal. let
him take to himself the direction aud the
comfort of these eloquent sentences Or,
if he would have the »ame thing in home-
lier phrase, let him remember that only
by acting up to the level of our present
convictions cun we rise to higher things.
Sometimes an evil life has led to a ship-
wreck of the faith; but always a goed
character clarifies the spiritual percept-
ion; for has not Jesus said, “ If any man
be willing to do His, will, he shall know
of the doctrine whether it to be of God™?
Keep your conduct abreast of your con-
science, and very soon your conscience
will be illumined by the radiance of
God.

But to the desponding believer the
second thing to be said is, Keep on trust-
ing God. What a blessed privelege it
is to be permitted to do that! My
Bible would not be so precious to me as
it is to-day if I could not read these
words in it: “ Let him trust in the name
of the Lord and stay upoa the God.”
When we cannot see, it is an unspeak-
able blessing to have some hand to cling
to; and and when that hand is God’s, it
is all right. But let us take the full
somfort of these sayings. «Let him
trust in the name of the Lord.” What
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is that name? It is « Jehovah, God
merciful and gracious; long-suffering
purifying iniquity, transgression, and sin;
and who will by no means clear the
guilty.  Therefore I need not despair
about my guilt, tor there is forgivenes
with him. What is thatn:me ? Jchovah
Tsidkenu—the Lord our righteousness,
Therefore we may in him have * bold-
ness in the Day of Judgment.” Wha
is that name? Itis Jehovah Ropbek
—the Lord that healeth thee. There
fore I may bring all my spiritual malad.
iea, and this of despondency among them,

to Him for cure. What is tha
name ? It is  Jehovah Jireh—the
Lord will provide.  Therefore in

every time of strait I may rest assured
that He will give m> that which is need-
ful. What is that name ? It is JeHO VAR
Nissi—the Lorp my banner; and as |
unfurl that signal and wave it over me,]
may see in it the symbol of His proted-
ion. What is that nemme? It is JEHO-
VaH SHaLoM—the LORD of peace;
and s0, beneath His shelteri ‘g wing, I
may be forever at rest.

DONT FRET.

Some people are fretting from early
morning to dewy eve. It does no good
either to themselves cor others. Such
persons simply make themselves and
those around them uncomfortable.
There is a great deal in the cultivation
of an agreeable temper with respect to
trivial events. A certain degree ot indif
ference is essential to comfort. We may
safely say of many things, ¢ Well, i
will not make much difference after all,”
when, if we gave way to a natural feel
ing ot disappointment an irritation—per-
haps of indiznation—they would keep
awake. There are few things abou
which a sensible, reflecting persen neel
be unhappy or over-concerned. People
make themselves unnecessarily uncon

fortable, and their own voluntary dis
comiort extends to others.
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THE SYNOD OF ‘T'HIE MAM“\IE
PROVINCES.

—

The Annual Meeting of the Synad ot
‘he Maritime Provinces, was held in Pie-
wu, on the first week of October. From
the published report of the proceedings,
the public can furm but a faint idea of the
work done. The attendance was fair and
the husiness gencrally routine. Of the
four proposcd by the ditferent Presbyte-
ries for the Moderatorship, the Rev. .\,
Ross, Pictou, was elected. Two denths,
ten demissions, 13 inductions, 4 transla-
tions, 4 ordinations, and 4 licenses are
reported since last meeting.  The subject
of large gatherings at comwmunions, was,
among other things, fully and wavrmly
discussed. The advantages and disadvan-
tages were brought out by the speakers
on both sides. Large gatherings, from
fime imrnorial h.mng been the rule in
this county on such important and solemn
occasions—when ministers were few and
the dispensing of the Lord's Supper of
comparatively rare occurrance, people
went long distances to attend them, and
the attendances were generally very large
and not only so, bt very decorous and
solemn, and the worshippers were reviv-
ed and strengthened by such cheering
sights, and dispersed, leeling and decloy-
ing that it **had been good for them to
have been there.” But although minis-
ters are now mo: ; bumerous, and the
commuaion services of very fr:quent oc-
currence, the gatherings in some places
continue as large as ever. The effects,
however, are different. The Communion
services are not (ke attraction to many
who assemble. Curiosity draws some.
Others come to sce and be seen. * 'To
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have a gomd time™ is motive suficieng
with others; while not o fuw eome with
*an eye to buasiness.”  Such motives can
add bat little solemnity to the occasion,
or derive but little prolit from it. The
lurgeness of the gathering on religious
oceasions cannot be reasonably objected
to, but when levity, frivolty and inatten-
tion characterize such gatherings, ’tis high
time that & warning voice were raised
against thent, and husiness and pleasure
seckers directed to go elsewhere to tollow
their favorite pursuits; that all things
may be done deeently and in order.

T

TOUR OWN CHURC.L.

W. B. River JouN.—The Sacrament
of the Lord's Supper was dispensed at
W. B. River John, on the 29th ule.

Revds. Messrs. Feaser and McMillan
dispensed the sacrament of the Lord's
supper at River [nhabitants, C. B, on
the 22nd Sept. The weather was all that
could be desired, and notwithstanding
the short notice given the ttendaice
was very large.

SALTSPRINGS.—St. Luke’s congreza-
tion recently held a meeting with a view
to take the necessary steps to secure a
pastor, at which it was almost unani
mously resolved to correspond with Mr.
Gray, astudent about ‘o be licensed,
with the view ot offering him a call to
become their pastor.

EarLtows.—Mr. Duncan McKenzie
student, has returned to Princeton for
the winter term.  His report appears in
this number and will show that his lab-
ours were fully appreciated by the Earl-
town people, and we believe they look
forward to his scttlement over them as
their pastor after the completion of his
studics at college.
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NEWS OF THE MONTH.

All the war clouds of the East have not
yet dispersed.

The yellow fever is still doing
deadly work in the Southern States.

Another colliery explosion in Wales
adds 280 to the number ofthe dead.

Dr. Nobiling, the would-be assassin
of the Emperor of Germany died last
week.

A terrific thunder storm passed over
Zealand lately doing great damage to
life and property.

The helpmeet and beloved wife of the
Rev. Dr. Sedgwick, of Musquodobiot, has
been removed by death.

Rev. L. . MeNeil, Maitland, is spoken
of as the probable suceessor of Revds.
Messrs. Harvey and Patierson, of St.
John’s, Nfid.

The Synod of the Maritime Ptovinces
held its annual meeting in Pictou on the
first week of October. The Rev. A.
Ross, Pieton, Moderator.  The business
was chicty routine.

The Rev. W. Sommerville, Covenan-
ter, Waost Carnwallis, **a ripe scholar,
an extensive reader, an enhehtened eca-
cationist and an effective preacher” has
cea~ed from his labcurs sd gone to his
rest.

Lord Dufferin, one of the most popular
Governors of any country, after a peace-
ful and happy reign has returned to
Great Britain, to make way for another
ot Britain’s popular sons in the Governor
General's chair.  The Marquis of Lorne
is expected by the last of November.
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CHURCH STATISTIC3 AND DI
ESTABLISHMENT.

In a letter which appeared in the
“Times” in July, I drew attention tc
the frequeut misrepresentations made
by public men as to the relative strength
of the membership of the Church of
Scatland and the other large Presbyter.
inu bodies in  Scotland. As even this
letter, or at least the annexed table of
statisties, has been misquoted and fake
issues raised on the subject, it may be
well to present Lere in full the letter,
with the statement of statistics, which
followed. The statement was very care
fully prepared by one thoroughly versed
in the facts, and has not been, as it can-
not be, impeached. Even the United
Presbyterian Magazine has not ventur-
ed “to question the correctness,” only
it insists that not only Presbyterians
but “ Episcopalians, Independents, and

loman Catholics,” must also be reckon
ed, and that the result of such a reckos
ing would be to show *hat the Church
of the nation. “Is simply a sect, the
largest seet, indeed, but only a sect o
section of the peopls.”

It is ofno nse quarrelling about s
word. If the United Presbyterian mean-
ing of the word “scet” be merely * sect:
ion,” of course it is impossible to deny
that the Chureh of Scotland. in so far as
it does not embrice the very consider
able numbers of the United Presbyter-
jans, and Free Chuien Pre-byterians,
and Episcopatians, and Roman Cathalies
is literzlly only a part or section of the
Scotti-it people.  That i= so much a
truism that it is hardly worth. stating.
In this scnse there never was a time
when the Charel of Scotland was * the
Church of the nation.”  In other words,
it never embraced the whole people of
Scotland—not even the whele }resby-
terians of Scotland. There were Re
man Catholics, and larg2 bodies of Re-
man Catholics, large bodies of Episco-
palians, and even Cameronian DPresby-
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terians, outside its pale.  This did rot
prevent it ai the Revolution Veing con-
stituted the National Church, as, upon
the v hole, the Church most * :uitable
to the inclnaticns of the people”
Through all its history, and exen what

our Uhited Preshyterian friends would

call its unfaithfulness at certain periods
of its history, it has remained, we con-
tend. the Church most “suitable to the
inclinations of the people of Scotland.”
We believe that with all its faults (we
bave no wish to hide any of its faults,
but would gladly see them all amended,
if our friends would only assist us) it is
sostill.  And it is this natienal suitabil-
ity—the fact that with all which has oc-
curred to injure and weaken it the
Church of Scotland is still the Church of
of the people of Scotland, to which they
are more inclined than to any other,—
it is this which makes it a National
Church and not a “sect” It remains
in the national pesition in which it was
established, if even considerable portions
of the national life have “cut” them-
selves off from it. This cannot destroy
its oid national character. It is the or-
iginal trunk frem which these branches
bhave leen scvered. The cuttings or
“sects” are made by the severance.
However they may increase, this does
not make the old tree from which they
have been separated a cutting like them-
selves.  “Sects” in +hort. are made and
only made by scparation. 1t i~ 3 mere
abuse of language, to call the Church of
Scotland, =0 long as it exists ar all in s
original legal position, aseet” Iris
the Church of the  country. and nothing
but its disestabli:hment can destroy it~
claim to be such.

It is & still greater abuse of language
and of history to ~peak of its position as
being unjust to other Churches aound
it, merely because they have separated
frem it and refuse it privileges. If they
have done so, it is beeause they suppose
themselves to obtain privileges which
they value more highly than State con-
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nection.  To call, in such circumstance®
the historical position of the Church ®
cause of irritation to Dissenters, is sim~
ply to talk nonsense of the most arrant
kind—nonsenze only worthy of fledging
Radical candidates who kwow nothing
either of Scotland or of its Churck. It
is to be hoped that we have heard the
last of this sort of nonsense. The pri-
vileges ot the Church of Scotland, pecu-
niary or otherwise, are inherited privik
eges of the people of Scotland. That
certain persons who choose to avail
themselves of them should enjoy these
privileges, while others for the sake of
advantages which they prize more high-
ly should keep aloof from then:, is sure-
ly no reason, political or Christian, why
the privileges should be destroyed. Man
cannot have anything in this world.
They cannot, according to the common
saying,, bave their cake and cat it too.
The Scottish Dissenter carnot enjoy the
pride of religious independence, and at
the same time destroy the very institat-
ion which enables him to assert his in-
dependence. M the members of the
Church of Scotland do not wish inde-
pendence after his fashion,” what right
has he to thrust it upon them. If I re-
joice in my bonds asa State Lhurch-
man (which I most heartily do), what
right has any one to strike them off?
I have inherited them; T prefer them.
With the great mass of my countrymen,
I not only donot find them  bonds, but
the dear symbols of the transmitted
ficedom; and I am to e mude - tree™
against my will? It is tle old stovy of
the fox which lost ns tail It i~ surely
enough for Lim that he is allewed 1o run
about without a tail—that he is not ar-
rested and compelled to adapt himsclf te
the prevailing fashion. It is merely in-
sanity that he should not be content with
this, bu* should insist on every other fax
who wears all the inherited honour of a
full tail, and is proud to do so, being
made tail-less like himself.

Scottish ecclesiasticism bas been in-
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genious and shifty in areumentation from
its beginning It has accomplished feats
of tortuous logie which have made it atten
a laughing-stock to broad and candid re-
ligious mind<. But in trying to make
out the position of the Church of Scot-
land to be a cause of irvitation to Dissen-
ters, it bas almost  exeelled itself; and
that Radical politicians should have
taken up this line, shows to what dire
necessities they are driver.  How they
must kwgi in their sleeves while taking
ap the lowery of a jealous bizoury,
which has brcome insensate in its hatred
of an institution which lives and thri:es
notwithstanding all their dislike of it.

Let it be remembered that all the op-
position to a religious census in Scotland
in 1861 and 1871 came from the Dis-
senters; that while the Dissenters have
had the making up of their own numn-
bers, and the amount of their liberality,
the statistics which represent the Church
of Scotland are Government returns;
and that the Church has not evea now
thought it necessary to bring forth in
tabulated results the full strength cither
of its member:hip or its liberality.  'the
latent strength of the Church in both
directions is far more than that of any
other ecclesiastical body in Scotland.
Not only so, but—even taking wumbers
as an ‘ab:olinte test—an institution like
the Church of Scotland is to be judeed
by the number, not merely of its own
members, but of all who approve of the
principle of a State Church, which it
represents.  All we make bold to ~ay is
that nct even tho wildest Radical imagi-
nation in the llouse of Commons will
venture to affirm that there is a major-
ity of the: prople of Scotland opposed to
this principle—nay, that there ix not a
large majority in  furour of i1, So con-
fident are we of this, that nothing *vould
pleasc us better than to see the question
put to the popular vote. Let those who
prate so much about Disestablishment
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But it is now time to present the let
ter and stati~tics, with the notice o
which this article began. The letter
was written to the ¢ Times’ in London in
the end of June, but  did not appear till
July 6, under the title of-—

THOE SCOTCH CHURCHES.

Sir,—Your readers. I am afraid, will
be tred of the question of the Scotch
Churches; and I have been reluctant to
trouble you further after the notice you
have already taken of my address at the
close of the late General Assembly, and
what I then said of the impolicy of the
Liberal Party raising the question of
disestablishment. It is very important,
however, that mistakes should not pre-
vail in England 3s to the relative num-
bers of the Church of  Scotlund and the
twa Pre-hyterian Noneonformist Charch-
e~ which exiaoalonzeide of i, Noiwith-
<tanding the repeatd assertions made in
the course of the recent debute in ithe
Hause of Commons that the Establlhed
Cirel s the = Chureh of minority”—
assertions for which, as your correspond-
ent of last Wednesday, “ A Scottish
Peer,” truly says, there was “in no case
any aut ority given.”—1] belicve that
the Church of Scotland at this da-e real-
Iy repre<ents a considerable majority of
the Scottish people. It may be true
that the number of itz places of worship
is not quite =0 large as those of the Free
and United Presbyterian Church:s com-
bined; but the following statement,
which has been carefully prepared. and
which is self-authenticating, is snfficient
to prove the statement which I have
made as to its relative membecship.

I do not add a word on the general
question; but as there is nd politician
who can desire to be otherwize than cor-
reetly informed <n such a poiut, and as
the influence of your journal is justly so
wide, I venture to hope that you will
find reom to submit the statement to
your readers.—JI am your obedient ser-

venture to do this, They know as well vant.

as we do what the result would be.

June 27 Joax TurLLocH.
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s« Note of the “members®of communi-
cants belonging to the three Jeading
Churches in Scotland :—

I. CHURCI OF SCOTLAND.

¢ Number of communicants per return
ordered by the House of Commons, on
the motion of Mr. Edward Ellice, dated
June 9, 1874, as also per further returns
dated July 5, 1874—460,566. These re-
turns have been so far veritied by a re-
turn to the House of Lords, on the mot-
ion of the Earl of Minto, dated April 7,
1876, which showed that at 76 elections
~hich had taken place since the Patron-
age Act came into force, and the regula-
tions tor which require the communion
roll to be carefully purged and made up,
40 parishes had 1972 commuuicants less
than in Mr. Ellice’s return, and 36 parish-
showed an increase of 2775, muking a
net increase of 803, and a total of 461,
369.

[1. ¥REE cHURCH,

“1 Lowland or Non-Gaelie Charges.—
Number of communicants per statemenc
by Treasurer of the Sustentation Fund
given in to the Assembly of 1877, which
numbers are taken from the Presbyterian
returns for year to May 31, 1876—208,-
748. Add congregations blank in above
statement, but whose membership ap-
pears in previous years—say J252—total,
212,000. 2. Highland or Guaelic Charg-
es.—In the statement above reterred to,
instead ot giving the membership in this
class—which in almost every case is very
low compared with the congregation—
a proportion of adherents is only given,
and the only way in which an estimate of
the members in these charges can be
made is by using the report of the Com-
mittee on Religion and Morals which
from year to year lays before the Free
Assembly the statistics ot certain Presby-
teries visited by deputies during the year.
Skye, Laochcarrou, Abertaff, Lorn, and
__ull have 1n this way been reported on,
and they fairly represent differeait parts
of the Highlands. Ifit be assumed, as it
is thought it may fairly be, that the pro-
portion of the membership to the adher-
ents in the Presbyteries so visited and re-
ported on is very much the same as the
proportion between the two classes in
other parts ot the llighlands, we find
that the number of members in the Hih-
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Iands is therefore somewhere sbout 10,-
511—making the total for Free Church
222 411,

III. UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH.

** Number of communicants as report-
ed to the Synod of 1877—172,170.

*'The total number of communicants
in (he Free and United DPresbyterian
Churches is thus 394,581 ; showing the
Charch of Scotland to  have 76,896 more
communicants than both these Churches
put together.

THE REPORT OF MR. McKENZIE,
CATECHIST.

Mg. EpITOR :—

T Drar Sne,—Harving been appointed to
labour as a Catechist within the bounds
of your Presbytery for the summer sea-
son, und having complied with your ap-
pointments, allow me now to give in my
report :

1 should do this, perhaps, immediately
on the close of my summer labonurs but
as my time was so much occupied I
could searcely avoid Celaying the matter.
I arrived from Princeton about the last
of April and eotered upon my labours
without delay. Being appomted by
Presbytery to labour between Earltown
and the FallsI immediately proceeded
to these places. As Earltown is a place
which is well known to the inhabitants
of the surrounding districts it is unne-
cessary for us to enter upon a detailed
description of it. It is suflicient to state
that 1ts hills and valleys, brooks and
brooklets and intersected roads are the
prominent features which distinguish it
from its neighbouring districts. IHere
live men who may be distinguizhed for
their natural talents, piety and sound
judgment of the truth. Although they
did not study the science of theology,
systematically nor familiarlze themselves
with such distinctions as meet the stu-
dent of the said science in the course ot
his study nevertheless their clear under-
standing and sound judgment of the
Word of God, enable them to draw these
distinctions themselves and thus walk jn
the paths of orthodoxy. Moreover, th
ever have been distinguished by their
strict adherence to the Church of their
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fathers. They have not their church as
their coats which they pat on and take
off as suits them, but they remain in
strict adherenee to the mother Church
and despise nuy such thing s divisive
courses 1 matters of religion, They
have a splendid church in the centre ot
the settlement which ean hold about
six hundred people, well fini-hed both
inside and outside. This ediflee s an
orsanent to the place and a credit to the
people.  There is likewise u nige church
atthe Falls, altogether not quite so lavge
as the one at Farltown. Itis well fin-
ished and shows the zeal of the people.
My service was equally divided between
these two churches for the summer. |
preached both CGaelic and English to
each of these eongregations.  On Sab-
bath cvenings [ generally visited the
Sabbath Schools whivh are eonducted in
the schos! houses.  The pavish being so
large and seattered it was hmpossible to
have all the chibiren in the church. In
some districts there did not seem to be
interest encugh taken in the important
work of training the young but this | be-
lieve is on aceount of the absenee of 7
settled pastor.  Of the Sabbath Schools
in the parish [ would make yparticular
mention of the one ai the villageas a
school in which both pupils and teachers
seem to be interested.  Besides the
schools which were before in operation 1
organized a new school at the Faiis and
appointed men  which are capable of
teaching it.  On Mondays I always con-
ducted 2 Prayer Meeting in the church,
at which some of the old men always
took part. Desides this 1 lectured on
two or three occasions in the school
house at the “corper™ I may here
state that I examined two of the week
schools. The one at the « corner” which
is under the excellent instruction of Miss
Stevens and one of the schools at the
Falis, taught by Miss McKay.

My visiting was more behind than any
otter part of my work. 'There aremany
families in the place that Icould not
go to see but this 1 may ascribe to four
reasons.

1. Because my time in the place was
short.

2. Because I was idle for a while by
stckness.
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3. Because 1 nad no means of convey-
ance of my own.

4. Beeause I had been very often away
trow the place.

Buaring the smumer there were four
el tess ordained tur Earltown and one tor
tiie Falls,

The Sacrament of the Lord's Supper
was dispen<ed at the Falls on Sabbuath,
August 20th, at whivh there wis present
adarge wathering ot the people. Rev.
Mr. Stewart took charge of the Gaelic
and Rev. My, Dunn of the English.

Besides my labours hetween Jarltown
and the Falls 1 also preached at Roger's
Hill, Cape John, East River, Picton
Istand, West Branch River Johu, River
John Villaze and Loch Lomond, €. B.

Rogers Hill and Cape John are the
sections of the Rev. My, raser’s parish.
Both these oongregations ave in a floue-
ishing condition—this is due ehiefly to
the indefitigable laboars and judicious
management of their worthy pastor.

St. Paul's congregation, East Hiver,
although somewhat small, show  great
zeal in supporting the eansc of religion
and their high appreciation of their min-
ister’s service.

In Pictou Island there are about twenty
three families and althongh they have
no one laboring among them yet, they
are alt loyal adherents to the Church of
Scotlwnd.

The congregation at West Branch,
River John, comprises about eighty fam-
ities. Their church iz old but I under-
stand they are about to build a new one
pretty soon. Although the congrega-
tion at River Jobn is also somewhat
small, yet it isin good working order,
acd dieir pastor seems to be doing goed
work among th>m. The congregativn
at Loch Y.omond, C. B., has been vacant
for the last two summers with the ex-
ception of occasional services they re-

- ceive from Rev. Donald Sutheriand of

Gabaras. Mr. Sutherland's attainmeats
as a scholar his ability as a public speak-
er and his faithtulness to the Church of
Scotiand render him dear to the people.

Before concluding my report let me
alluge to the kindness I reccived from
the people of Earltown and the Falls.
Although T had often to travel a consid-
erable distance yet they never allowed
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me to walk a step. They always drove
me wherever I wanted to go.

The people were very busy about the
time I had to leave but they saw that
[was paid in full for the time [ was
smong them. When I had (1 may say)
only fairly settled and commenced work
the college re-opened and T had to bid a
|arewell for a time to this interesting
field of labour.

Respectfully submitted,
Dexeas McKeNziE.

Princeton, New Jersey, Sept. 21st, '78.

AGRELEABLE PEOPLE.

Rest assured, you cannot bv pleasing
at all times and seasons, or to all per-
sous, without trying to be agreeable.
You must not be too brilliunt. Clever
things cannot be said unobtrusively
enoygh. A person so brilliant as to
make others feel that your efforts agre
above theirs will be detested. It you
are well satisfied with yourself, and
sure of pleasing, you will be apt to suc-
ceed. Characters pleused with them-
telves please others, for they are joyous
and natural in mien, and are at  liberty
from thinking of themselves to pay suc-
cessful attention to others. Still the
gelf-conceited and ihe bragging are never
pitractive, self being the topic on which
all are fluent and none interesting. They
who dwell on self in any way—the selt-
deniers, the self-improvers—are hateful
o the heart of civilized man. Try to
pdjust yourself to the peculiarities of
pthers, aud appear interested in them.
he belle is a lady who has an air of en-
oyin;f herselt with whosoever she talks.
e like those who seem to delight in
pur company. You must not overdo it,
nd thus make yourself suspected ot act-
ug; but do not imagine that you will
please without trying. Those who are
ereless of pleasing are never popular.
‘ 0 not care how they look in-
ariably look ugly. You will never
please  without doing all these things,
After all, what a Pecksnif-
ian business it is to” go into—what con-
iant subjugation of self is vequired! No
onder there are so fow thoroughly
greeable people.

159
TRUST.

Lite would be impracticable unless it
were the primary rule to beliove what is
told. There is not a single relation in
adult life in which we are not compelled
to depend upon the word of another--of
a husband, a wite, a friend, an ageut.
We belicve certain things repre~enting
them—in their honor, their chastity, their
affection, their taitafulness. To what
kind of condition would life be reduced
if we apply to these matters ¢ the uni-
versal duty of questioning all that wé
believe 27 In some, at all events, of
these relations, it may be observed, it
ig in the nature of the case impossible
that we should have *‘suflicient evidence™
for our belief. It is an unquestionable
fact that many a man who hits heen trust-
ed, and who has for years borne an ex-
ceptional character, has proved fuithless;
and it is quite impossible I can be sure
upon grounds of evidence respecting any
particular man that he is incapable of
this baveness. But the first condition of
a gent ‘1e and honest friendship is to
believe this, to refuse to entertain a
doubt of it, and, it need be, to uphold a
friend’s honor until he is absolutely prov-
ed dishonorable. With respect to trust
exercised in commerciul relations, it
might perbaps be said that it is a mere
application of the principle ot probabili-
ties. As a matter of experience, if cus-
tomers are trusted, the majority of them
will fulfil their engagements. [t may
be doubted whether tradesmen really do
act in practice on this mere calculation
of probabilities; at all events the princi-
ple does not apply to the other relations
of life just referred to. It would be an
insult to a friend to say you trusted and
Joved him because you thought it more

robable he was true than he was false.

e expects from you, as the primary
condition of true friendship, that you be-
lieve firmly concerning him that of which
you cannot possibly have certain evi-
dence.
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Kemneth sutherland, Watervale, West 1aver.
James MeLeod, Saltsprings.
George sutherland, Six Mile Brook.
James Hislop, Pictou.
Postmaster, New Glasgow.
Portimaster, Steltrton.
Postmaster, Westville.
Rev, Al J. MacKichan, Barrey's River.
George Gunn, ‘T'ruro.
Rev. J. WoFrascer, Scot-burn.
John McKenzie, Scotshurn.

ohn McLean, Roger’s Il
Alexander MeDonald, (B<nnth,) Scotshurn.
John McKay, Elder, Mitlville.
Alexander MceLellan, Millvile.
Aleaander MeDonald, Klder, West River Station,
Danicel MeKenzie, Gawloch, '
John Sutherland, Mill Brook.
James McLeod, Glengary. ]
John R, MeDonald, (Merchant) Pictou !
John Satherland, Three Mile House.
John Grant, Irish Mountain.
Dougald MebDougald, Loch Side St. Peters, C. B.
Williane Grant, (Tanner) Springville. i
A. McDonald, (Piper), Bridgville. ¢

|

Alexander MeDonald, (Roy) Brudgville.
Alexander McDonald, sunny Brac.

i Donald Gray, ¢

s e
“doseph Hart, E<q., Baddeck, Cape Breton.

Samuel Fraser, Br dgeville,
George MeLeod, West kiver,
Aleazuder sutherlamd, Seotch Hill

“ Donaud Fraser, Carrituoo.
" Murdock MeKenz

, Three Brooks, Carriboo.
Juhn Fraser, Glengary.
John Ross, Seoteh 10101,

- Alexander MeQuarrie, Hardwood Hill
Wil AL Mebonald, Kempton, Colehester County,

Aleaander MeKenzie, Carrboo island,

. William MeDonald, (Elder) Garlocis.

James MeRav, Ewy., Earltown.
Rev. P. Galbraith, Hopewell.
Cape John.
Aleaander Frascer, Toney River,

- Revo Wostewart, MeLennan's Brook.

Wm. M. MePherson, MePherson’s Mills, S, R
Kenneth J. MeKenzie, West Branch, River John,
tobert Douglass, Logansville,

W, MeLead, Tatamacouche River, Colehester.

i Murdoch MeKenzie, Upper North River.

Angus Cameron, River Inhaintants, C. B
MeQuarre, Cape Mabow, Cape Breton.
Baillie, Port Hastings, Cape Breton,

Capt.
Allan

Angus MeRav, Plainticld, Pictou County.
Rev. R. MeCunn, River John.

W. . Pender, Halitax,

Neil MeDonald, Lake Ainslie,

Charles Fraser, St. Pauls, Eaet River.
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——IT HAS BEEN ARRANGED THAT—— "

The Mowtiy Roecoro,

Province ¢, shall be continucd as last yea .

) \
OF THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND, |

. PRI ]
in Nova Scotia. New Brunswick, and adjoining .

|

t ers will be kindt cnough to =¢e that arraa
ements are made m all our congregations W
lave i

.~ subscribr in every family._~
according 1+ the following terms :—

Parcels of 5 Copies to one address, §1.50.

I'arcels of 10 Copies to one address, 3.00.
(With an extra copy gratis, as formerly.

Single copies (through the Post Ofice,)

Post-paid, - - - - . - 0.50.

—_—— . —————

B~ Agents will please observe that there is %
gratis copy with parcels of FIVE. :

Communications for insertion, as well as lefi
on business, to be addressed to

REV. WM. MCMILLAs

Bridgville, East River, 2



