THE SOWER.

“COME!"”

Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and T will

give you rest.” (Matt, xi. 28.) * Neither isthere salvation in any
other: for there is none other name under heaven given among
men, whereby we must be saved. (Actsiv.12)

(‘ome, weary soul ! with guilt oppressed:
Conme ! shelter on the Saviour's breast
Come ! Jesus gives the weary rest;

Come ! Jesus died for thee!
None other name can save the soul :
None other name can make thee whole ;
On Him, by faith, thy buiden roll,

And stand divinely free !

There’s saving power in Jesus' name

The Lamb, the Substitute became :

The Saviour bore the sinner’s shame
Himself upon the tree!

He left the glory-realn igh:

Came down the Holy One to die:

Far off, His blood hath made me nigh:
It speaketh peace to thee!

Well nigh two thousand years ago,
“ A stranger,” Jesus walked below,
Endured suftfering, pain and woe,
The Father’s will His plea,
Cod’s judgment on the cross He bore :
That bitterness of death is o'er:
Raised from the tomb, He dies no more:
He pleads on high for me,
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Oh! why a single doubt retain ?
He groaned, He died, He rose again!
Oh ! why despise the Saviour’s pain ?
His blood was shed for me.
My crimson sins He hore away :
My load of debt He deigned to pay ;
The feast is spread ; oh ! why delay ?
Arise ! He calleth thee !
Ah ! ponder well what Christ hath done !
Behold Him ! the ascended One !
His well beloved ! His only Son!
The Father gave for thee!
" Believing, sing aloud His praise ;
To God thy glad thanksgivings raise ;
And witness, walking in His ways,
“He gave Himself for me!”
HERE is peculiar force and beauty in the
T expression “SEE the salvation of God.”
The very fact of our being called to “ see ”
God’s salvation, proves that the salvation is a
complete one. It teaches that salvation is a
thing wrought out and revealed by God, to be
seen and enjoyed by us. It is not a thing made
up partly of God’s doing, and partly of man’s.
Were it so, it could not be called Gop’s salvation.
In order to be His it must be wholly divested of
everything pertaining to man. The only possible
effect of human efforts is to raise a dust which
obscures the view of God’s salvation.
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THE WAYS OF GOD AND THE POWER
OF HIS WORD.

N the drawing room of a richly furnished
suite in London, a priest was engaged in
conversation with a lady, upon whose coun-

tenance was stamped an expression of the
deepest sorrow and distress of soul,

“You are depressed ; you have allowed your-
self to be overcome by gloomy thoughts ; it will
never do for you to continue in such a state of
mind ; try and shake off what is troubling you,”
said the priest. The lady looked at him with a
feeble ray of hope in her eyes, and he continued :
“There is to be a concert to-day at —-—, go to
it ; you need something to divert your thoughts.”

Madame X—— followed his advice and went
in the afternoon, to the hall where the concert
was to be given. She had not long been seated
in the hall, which was being rapidly filled with
people, when she remarked the total absence of
musical instruments, Much surprised, she asked
the reason,

“There is to be a concert here this evening,”
replied the person addressed, “ but this afternoon

there is to be a preaching of the gospel by
B = s

“Oh! then I have made a great mistake * * *
I am out of place here.”
So saying, Madame X—-— rose hurriedly, hop-
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36 THE SOWER.

ing to be able to get out before the preacher,

who had just come on the platform, should X-
hegin: but in her haste she knocked down “nj
several umbrellas which were leaning against
her seat.  Somewhat confused by what she had real
done, and not wishing to attract attention to _“
herself, she quietly sat down again. o
“Tt is « otainly very disagreeable,” she said to will
herself, “ but now it is too late, and after all I o
do not need to listen.” =y
Verysoon however, her attention was attracted, I_’“l'
and presently completely absorbed by what the _hfe’
preacher said.  As an ambassador of Christ he ‘5'?‘
declared the message of the love and pardonof God “Ti
in an actual and present salvation as set forth in ye
the seriptures, proclaiming it as it is written : s
“ He that believeth on the Son, hath everlasting of ¢
life : and he that believeth not the Son shall not .
see life : but the wrath of God abideth on him.” she
(Jno. iii. 36). Ser
There were those in that company whose ears )
were deaf to the message, and whose hearts were ndd
untouched by it. It was to them an old story. th:j

They had heard it hvndreds of times, and many
were weary of listening to it, but to Madame

pre)

X—— the gospe! came in all its freshness, it A
was truly good news for her. The Holy Spirit WS"]
opened her mind to believe the seriptures, and w“t
to perceive what the gospel really is, that is to ;
“ 1 g . ” Chul
say, “ the power of God for salvation. i

When the preaching was finished Madame |
118
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X~ went to the preacher and asked in an
anxious tone of voice :

“ How can I be sure that all you have said is
really true 7"

“Have you a bible?” he asked, “but never
mwind,” he added kindly, “look at mine and you
will see;” and opening his bible he asked her to
read the following passages: “Verily, verily, I
say unto you, he that heareth my word, and
believeth on Him that sent me, hath everlasting
life, and shall not come into condemnation; but
is passed from death unto life.” (Juo. v. 24): and :
“These things have I written unto you, that
ye may know that ye have eternal life, even
unto you that believe on the name of the Son
of God” (1 Jno. v. 13, R, V).

Madame X did not possess a bible, but, as
she passed out, one of the preachei’s helpers gave
her one, at the same time earnestly pressing her
to read and re-read the underlined passages,
adding : “May God bless it to your soul.”

. He that is able to do infinitely more than all
that we can ask or think, fully answered the
prayer.

A little time atten, Madame X-—— received a
visit from the priest who had pressed her to go
to the concert.

“ Well,” said he, as he not.lced the completely
chu.nged look on the face of the lady, “ I need
not ask how you are, I see that my preseription
has wrought wonders !”
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Madame X—— related to him, quietly but
happily the mistake she had made that after-
noon in going, as she supposed, to a concert, and
how the matter had terminated.

“Ah!” said the priest passionately: “1I see
how it is, you have been among hereties ! T will
not stop to discuss the matter with you,” said
he, rising, “ but I will send some one who is able
to refute the errors into which you have fallen; ”
and he left.

“The entrance of thy words givethh light; it
giveth understanding unto the simple ” (Ps. exix.
130). It was by the word of God that Madame
X——, having learned that she was lost, had
found Christ, in whom the needs of her heart
had been satisfied ; of what avail then could even
the most plausible arguments be, if unsupported
by the word.

Faithful to his promise, the priest sent one who
was considered profoundly versed in all controver-
sial questions. He tried, for a long time, to con-
vince Madame X—— that she was blinded by the
heresies, whilst she was seeking by prayer the
needed strength and wisdom to speak to him
of eternal life; for from the moment of his
entrance, having remarked his physical weakness
and his pale and emaciated face, she had been
convinced that like the flower of the field his
life was withered and near its end.

The conversation having terminated, the
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young priest rose to take his leave, but Madame
X--— placing her hand upon his arm, said :

“Now will you listen a momenttome? You
ave ill, very ill.”

Although he heard he made no reply.

“ Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the
word of God " she said to herself, “ I will give
him that ‘word,” and taking the bible which
¢ ntained the underlined passages,she offered it to
him, telling him God had blessed it to her soul,
adding: “Take it, and if you should ever wish
to speak to me again as to these things, let me
know and I will come wherever I may be.”

Some months passed, when one morning as
Madame X was getting ready to go and see
her son who was at college soine distance from
the city in which she lived, and was having his
vacation, a message came to her from the young
priest, who was very ill, begging her to come to
him.

“What can T do? What should T do?” she
asked herself, “my son awaits me.”

It was difficult to decide Letween maternal
affection, and the feeling that she ought to obey
the appeal addressed to her. But nature pre-
vailed. “ One day will not make any difference,”
she said to herself. I shall go the first thing
to-morrow.”

The following morning she hastened to the
monastery where the young priest lived, but one
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glance at the half opened door of his room ; the muc
profound silence ; the sight of a sister of mercy quit
kneeling in prayer; told Madame X——— she had «
come too late ; for her a source of inexpressible exct
vegret, Regarding the dumb lips which the even- diffi
ing before would have been able to reply to the (
the question which now she had to make to a F
stranger, her inmost soul was rent by the deepest X—
anguish, area
“ His soul !” she eried. “Oh! tell me something upor
about his soul !” she |
The sister of mercy arose, and with a frigid conc
tranquility, which contrasted strangely with the pries
anxiety of the visitor, she replied: the 1
“I will tell you: he died cursing both you had
and youar bible,” resti
Could it be true? Was it possible 7 Was it aceo!
that she might hear curses from his dying lips beso
upon the “ waderlined bible 2" Was it indeed be re
for that he had sent for her the day before ? with
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But that was all that the sister of mercy had to
say, so she could only retire in the deepest sorrow.

In the midst of the happiness she had recently
found, a shadow, as the shadow of death, cast its
gloom upon Madame X---—, She could not
escape from the bitter regret of having disre-
garded the request of the dying priest that
morning,

Some time afterwards she left England for
the Continent, and one day, when there, she was
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‘l
much surprised at receiving a visit from one !
quite unknown to her,
“You do not remember me,” sail the visitor,
excusing herself ; and indeed it would have been
difficult to recognize the sister of merey undeir i
the costume which she now wore.
For a long time she had been seeking Madame !.t‘

X—— bul up to this time in vain. She had
greatly desired to see her again, for-she had
upon her conscience the heavy load of the part i
she had taken,and the lie she had invented to il
conceal what had beer: the true end of the young
priest.  No, he had + .t died, as she said, cursing
the word of God.  /'ar from that, his departure
had been happy : rejoicing in Christ his Saviour:
resting upon the perfect work of redemption
accomplished at the eross.  When dying, he had
besought those about him that the bible might
be returned to the one who had given it to him,
with his blessing upon her for the book which
had been so great a blessing to him. 1In obe-
dience to her superiors, the sistcr of mercy had
not only concealed these details from Madame
X—— but had told her quite the opposite.
Brought up to render a strict obedience to the
church of Rome, she had sought her salvation in
works of charity and human righteousness, little
knowing the total ruin of man and the absolute -
uselessness before a-holy and righteous God, of
works, however beautiful they might appear,
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wrought by a defiled and condemned sinner.
She knew neither the love of God in giving His
Son as an expiation for sin, nor the eternal life
granted to the believer by virtue of the work of
Christ. She knew mnothing of “the love of
Christ which passeth knowledge.” And how
could she know these things? The words of
God were for her a strange and unknown
language. But when the “underlined ” bible fell
into her hands, led by the Holy Spirit, she set
herself to the study of it. Its divine truths shone
into her heart with a brilliant light, dissipating
the darkuess, and by faith she also was able to
rest upon the salvation wrought by the Son of
God “whom God hath set forth to be a pro-
pitiation through faith in His blood ” (Rom. iii.
25.): she also saw herself “accepted in the
beloved ” (Eph. i. 6).

The sister of mercy, led by God, could not
long remain in association with the ignorance
and superstition of a system which keeps the
sinner far from God, or which teaches him to
trust to rites, ceremonies, ordinances and works
as a means of salvation. Having then laid aside
her religious costume, she had now but one
desire ; to serve God faithfully, not in the vain
hope of gaining salvation, but because God had
saved her, and consequently she sought accord-
ing to the exhortation of the apostle to present
her body a “living sacrifice.”
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Such are the marvellous ways of God: such
the power of His word.

You, reader, under whose eyes this true
history has been brought, take the word of God
and see if it does not show you this day, for lost
sinners, a salvation as perfect as it is divine;
lay hold of it for yourself: and may God bless
His own word to your soul also.

HO can tell the deep exercises and
W ploughing. yea, anguish of the soul,
brought under the power and reality
of convietion of sin. It is a deeply solemn
and interesting period of its history. For,
what weighing of things there is; what testing of
all in the light of eternity. At such a time the
soul finds itself in the presence of an eternity of
vealities: and when there is deep and genuine
convietion, there is also real repentance towards
God, a thorough bowing of heart to His blessed
word, There is also the clearest and fullest
acknowledgment that “all have sinned,” and
“the whole world standeth guilty before God.”
(Rom. iii. 19.) God’s claims are acknowledged,
and the soul’s guilt confessed. Job's confession
is repeated : *“ Behold I am vile, I have heard of
thee by the hearing of the ear; but now mine eye
seeth thee, Wherefore I abhor myself and re-
pent in dust and ashes.” (Job xlii. 5-6.)
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THE DOOR.

And the Lord shuf him in. (Gen. vii, 16.) And thedoor was shuf
(Matt, xxv, 10.)

‘6 HEN once the Master of the house is
W risen up, and hath shut to the door,
and ye begin to stand without,and to
knock at the door, saying Lord, Lord, open unto
us; and He shall answer and say unto you, I
know ye not whence ye are.” (Luke xiii.25.) To-
day the door is wide open and whosocver will may
enter in. Jesus says: “I am the door: by me if
any man enter in, he shall be saved.” * Behold,
now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day
of salvation.,” Dear reader avail yourself of the
open door and enter in while you may. Delays
are dangerous in things relating to time, how
much. more so in things relating to eternity.
"The door will not always stand open, the day of
grace will soon reach its close and then the door
will be shaut,

“The long-suffering of God waited in the days
of Noah,while the ark was a preparing”,and while
Noah warned the people of coming judgment on
account of their sins; and God lingers now in
grace, warning people of coming wrath on all
those who do not believe the gospel, for He is
“long-suffering to us-ward, not willing that any
should perish.” (IT. Peter. iii.” 9.) - Oh, how
awfully real ‘would the remembrance of the
preaching of Noah become when he was shut
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o and they were shut out!  God had waited in
grace and patience, but He had waited in vain
Be not deceived : God is not mocked ; for what-
soever a man soweth, that shall he also reap. Do
not trifle dear reader, withthe long-suffering grace
of God: for s it was in the days of Noah, so shall
it be also in the days of the Son of
man.  How true are the words of seripture

“because sentence against an  evil  work
is not exeented speedily, therefore the heart of
the sons of men is fully set in them to do evil.”
And becase the Lord Jesus tarvies in His grace,
thervefore many are saying: “Where is the promise
of His coming, for since the fathers fell asleep, all
things continue as they were from the beginning
of the ereation.” (II. Peter. iii. 4.) But the Bride-
aroom will come, and they that are ready will go
in with Him to the marrviage, and the door il
be shut, and when once the door is shut, no
“Lord, Lord, open unto us,” will ever open it
again, The only answer will be: “ 1 know ye not
whence ye are.”

Dear reader, ave you safe in Christ ? He is the
door, Have you entered in? Thousands have
entered in, and “yet there is room.” Yes, there
is room for yor. Enter in to-day, to-morrow
may be too late. “Boast not thyself of to-
morrow, for thou knowest not what a day may
bring forth.”
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REDEMPTION.

LL forgiveness is founded on the blessed
work of the Lord Jesus. Without the
work of Christ,a holy and just God, yea,

a God of truth, must have held man to be what
he really is, a guilty sinuer, who must be judged
according to his works: and we know before-
hand, from His word, that there is hone
righteous, no not one. Besides, we are alienated
from God in heart and mind, and so, already lost.
I do not now mean finally, nor that we cannot
be saved out of that state; but if we can, it is
because Christ came to seek and to save that
which was lost.

Judgment, if we come unrepentant, unbeliev-
ing, before the judgmeut-seat of Christ, will be
according to our works, and therefore condemna-
tion, for all have sinned. But, if I have true
faith in Him, then it behooves me to be able to
say what He has done for me.

He has “died for our sins according to the
seriptures ” (1 Cor. xv. 3.); He has borne “our
sins in His own body on the tree” (I Pet.
ii. 24.) He died “the just for the unjust,
that He might bring us to God” (1 Pet. iii.
18.) So that here is our question ; supposing I
have true heart faith in Him, Christ having
thus died for ne, what is the effect or efficacy of
His death for me ? I have a perfect aud eternal
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forgiveness, and redemption according to the
glory of God. I do not speak of those who
neglect this great salvation: they are doubly
guilty : but of what is the value of His work for
those who have really a part in it ?

“Be it known unto you therefore, men and
brethren, that through this Man is preached unto
you the forgiveness of sins; and by Him, all
that believe are justified from all things, from
which ye could not be justified by the law of
Moses " (Acts xiii. 38, 39). “In whom we have
redemption through His blood, the forgiveness
of sins, according to the riches of His grace”
(Eph.i. 7). The more we consider it, the more
plain it is.

Christ is the Judge, and if now I can say by
faith, He has loved me and washed me from my
sins in His own blood, how ecan He, when I
stand before the judgment-seat, impute to me
the sins He has Himself borne and put away ?

He would be denying the value of His own
work, which is impossible. There is then a for-
giveness identitied with redemption, and the

abiding value of Christ’s blood, so that our sins.

are none of them imputed to us: God remem-
bers them no more. We have part in this
through faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, and
the door by which we enter is repentance
toward God, which faith in the word of God
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always produces.  We have our eyes opened ; we
are turned from darkness to light:; from the
power of Satan unto God, and we receive re-
mission our sins, and an inheritance among
them that are sanctified by faith that is in Jesus
There is then, for faith, a present but eternal
forgiveness, founded on Christ’s bearing our sins
in a work which ecan never be repeated, its value
never diminished, nor anything added to it.
God has proved His value of its worth in setting
Him who did it at His right hand in glory,
where He was with Him as Son of God before
the world was.
¢ O him that workeTH NotT but believeth
T on Him that justifieth THE UNGODLY,”
(mark that, in Romansiv. “ HiM THAT
JUSTIFIETH THE UNGODLY,”) “ his faith is counted
for righteousness, ete. That is the right kind of
faith, the faith that believes in a pardoning
Saviour God, “ who justifies the ungodly,” © for
when we were yet without strength in due time
CHRIST DIED FORTHE UNGODLY,” and if
you will but believe God’s love, trust His Son,
that precious blood that was shed for you, meets
all God’s claims, all your need, blots out,
cleanseth from all sin. God’s own word says it,
Rom. v. 9, “ Much more then being Now justified
by His blood we shall be saved from wrath
tHrouGH Hiw.” Through Him, not through
you, or your efforts, THROUGH Hiw.




