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FILIAL RESPECT, &c.

" But the mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting upon them
that fear him, and his righteousness unto children's children ; to such as

keep his covenant, and to those that remember his commandments to do
them."—Psalms ciii. 17, 18.

The object of this discourse is to show how family bless-

ings may be made perpetual, and also to render a tribute of

filial respect to the memory of a beloved parent, who has

rect ntly finished his course on earth.

After struggling with an overwhelming tide of depravity

for nearly two thousand years, the church became almost

extinct, but God, iii order to preserve her from utter ruin,

centred her interests in one family. With the head of that

family he established his covenant, and declared, " In thee

shall all the families of the earth be blessed." Thus Jehovah

determined that the blessings of his grace should flow on

perpetually in the line of families till time should end. So

David, who had taken hold of God's covenant, fully believed

that his mercy was from everlasting to everlasting, and that

his righteousness would descend to children's children to

such as keep his covenant, and to those that remember his

commandments to do them.

Several important truths contained in this passage of

Scripture, are worthy our most serious consideration.

I. The covenant God proposed to Abraham^ and through

him, to all heads offamilies^ is a covenant of grace.

Its gracious promises are wholly gratuitous. God gave

to Abraham intimations of his merciful loving kindness,

A



which he determined to manifest to his own chosen people
in uU ages, and he made a covenant of grace with him
which tiie law, that was 430 years after, could not disannul

;

and this covenant was not for the family of Abraham alone,
but for all the families of the earth who would lay hold upon
it. God established it for the interests of his church, and
according to his own good will and pleasure. It was all of
grace from the foundation to the topstone.

II. This covenant is to be received and kept by faith.
Grace from God, faith in man. There must be a simple

and firm reliance on ilie promise. Abraham believed God
;

this was the receiving of the covenant; it was the keeping
of the covenant.

Thus any parent may enter into covenant with God for
himself and his offspring, by believing what he has spoken
—by placing implicit confidence in his word. It is all by
faith. No outward act, performance, or ceremony can
possibly bring us into covenant with God, if faith be want-
ing. Abraham's faith was counted for righteousness ; and
so will be the faith of every truly believing parent.

III. Thefaith of the parent in God's covenant, is evinced
by remembering his commandments to do them.
He will show his faith by his works. With the heart

man believeth unto righteousness, and with the mouth con-
fession is made unto salvation.

Indeed, unless there be the confession of the mouth, we
have no evidence that the heart believes.

God will never admit that any parent has taken hold of
his covenant by faith, whose works do not accord with his
holy I ^quirements. As well talk of a storm upon the smoota
sea, where not a wave is stirred, as to talk of a man being
in covenant with God, who has no corresponding works.
Where the cause is, there will be the effect.

Let us be particular, and for a few moments consider some
of the works of the believing parent, which evince that he
has taken hold of, and is keeping God's covenant.

1st, He places the sign or seal of the covenant upon him-



?n people

with him
disannul

;

im alone,

tiold upon

irch, and

vas all of

ith.

a simple

ed God
;

keeping

God for

spoken

8 all by

any can

e want-

ss; and

evinced

e heart

th con-

ith, we

hold of

ith his

smoola

1 being

works.

!r some

hat he

1 him-

self and his offspring. Abraham did this on the very day

lliat he accepted the covenant. And thus do all believing

parents who have a right undeistanding of the subject.

They rejoice that they are the seed of the blessed of the

Lord, and their offspring with them ;
Isa. Ixv. 23. So they

consecrate their children early to God, have the sign oi the

covenant put upon them, firmly believing that in due time

God will seal them of the Holy Ghost, and make them heirs

of glory.

And this leads the parent,

2d, To make his children subject^ of constant earnest

vrayer. ..

'

From the first of their existence they are presented daily,

and sometimes hourly at the throne of grace. The parent,

who has taken hold of God's covenant, and has had the sea

or the sign placed upon his child, feels thnt the outward

sign is nothing without the inward gra-e ;
the washing ot

regeneration : the renewing of the Holy Spirit
;
and or the

speedy accomplishment of this inward work, he pleads with

many strong cries and tears.

But this earnest spirit of prayer leads him,

3d, To be faithfal in diligently teaching his children the

precepts of the Lord.
, v, i

•

Day by day such parents strive to make an indelible im-

pression of Divine truth upon the minds of their children*

When they rise up, and when they lie down ;
when they

go out, and when they come in ; by the way, and in the

field ; in the shop, and by the domestic hearth, they im-

prove every opportunity and every circumstance for impress-

ing upon the young mind a realizing sense of the presence

of the great God, and the vast importance of always remem-

bering his commandments to do them.

And the believing parent evinces his firm hold of God's

covenant,
, . . i • r -i

4th, By maintaining daily religious worship in his family.

Morning and evening his domestic altar sends to heaven

the sweet incense of prayer and praise. As soon would he
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their pleasure to do what they know will be pleasing to

their parents, whether they have a positive command or not.

The child whose will has once been subdued by the

judicious management of a kind parent, will ever after yield

cheerful obedience, and will be easily subdued by the in-

fluences of the Divine Spirit, and made a subject in early

life, of renewing grace ; and he will then find great delight

in the law of the Lord. But the child, which stands up in

stubbornness against the will of his parent, will be the last

to submit to the will of God. Indeed, there is but faint hope

of the conversion of such a child. He will generally go on

determined to have his own way, until the end of the way,

that seemeth right unto him, proves to be the ways of death

to his soul. Prov. xiv. 12.

The parent of true faith, foreseeing this monstrous evil,

rescues his child from it, by teaching him to submit and to

yield implicit obedience to all his requirements.

And this v/ill lead the parent,

6th, To set a godly example before his home. He will

never command his children in a way that he does not walk

himself; no, it will be after himself. He takes the Bible

for his guide ; studies it before his children ; regulates his

conduct by it ; appeals to it on all important and suitable

occasions ; and he walks in the fear of God all the day long.

His life and his profession walk hand in hand, and, both

united, evince the genuineness of his faith. And he shows

clearly, both in his prayers and in his conversation, that his

whole reliance for strength to do his duty and for eternal life

in the end, is upon the grace of God through our Lord Jesus

Christ. And thus a deep and abiding impression is early

made upon the minds of his children, that no duty can be

performed acceptably without the aid of Divine grace ; nor

will everlasting life ever be obtained, without pardon through

the atoning blood of the Lamb. And while they realise the

weakness of their own endeavours, the inefficiency of their

own works, and the absolute necessity of an entire change

of nature in order to please God and be htted for heaven ;
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the cords of parental instruction and parental example are

so strongly entwined around their hearts, that they are held

back from the grosser acts of iniquity, to which youth ire

too often prone, and are almost insensibly drawn along in

the paths of wisdom, often desiring to have that thorough

change wrought within by the influences of the Divine Spirit,

which fills the soul with godly fear, purifies the heart, and

bears good fruit. Such is the influence of the parent's faith-

ful Christian instruction, and godly example, upon the minds

ana lives of his children.

But the believing parent evinces his faith,

7th, By feeling a peculiar regardfor the honour of God.

His anxiety is not so much that his children may be saved^

as that God may be honoured in saving them according to

his own plan. Sometimes the parent may lose sight of this,

and his prayers are turned to selfishness, and cannot reach

heaven as grateful incense. A pious mother had for a long

while been praying for the conversion of her wayward son.

But no favourable answer was granted to her supplications.

Once a wicked man accosted her, " Do you know where

your son was last night ?" " O no ; where was he ?" " He

was with a gang of gamblers all night, drinking, gambling,

and swearing. There, see what becomes of your children

of the covenant

!

" All this was spoken with a fiendish

laugh—with a sort of hellish triumph ! It went like a barbed

arrow to the heart of the good woman, not merely because

her son was running in the broad way to death, but because

the covenant of her God was reproached by the wicked.

She saw and felt that she had been feeling far too anxious

about her child, and not enough for God's honour. She

retired immediately from the labours of the day, and gave

herself to fasting and prayer, beseeching the Lord God of

Abraham, in the name of Jesus Christ, that he would save

His covenant from the reproaches of the ungodly. Her

prayer was now heard in heaven, and a speedy answer was

oTontprl Thfi nrnflicatft son was soon brouffht to his mother's

feet in humble confession, and to the foot of the cross, with
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brokenness of heart seeking pardon for all his crimes through

the atoning blood of the Lamb. He found peace in believ-

ing, and afterwards became a devoted minister of the Gospel,

and with a warm heart and strong mind, vindicated the

honour of God's covenant made with believing parents.

And thus all parents who have taken hold of God's

covenant and keep it, show peculiar concern for His honour

and glory. The burden of their prayer often is, that God

would honour his own institutions, and glorify himself in

the conversion and salvation of their children. And such

prayers ascend Jacob's ladder, up before the eternal throne,

and quickly return again, in the richest blessings upon those

families where they are offered.

IV. The blessings of the covenant.

These are well expressed in the text,—" Bui the mercy

of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting upon them that

fear him, and his righteousness unto children's children ; to

such as keep his covenant, and to those that remember his

commandments to do them." Two things are here men-

tioned : mercy and righteousness. These are the Lord's

which he has promised to give to them that fear "him and

keep his covenant. When those two things are granted unto

us, all blessings are made sure, temporal, spiritual, and eter-

nal. They thatfear the Lord shall not want any good thing.

Those who now take hold of God's covenant and keep it,

are justified by faith in Christ, and are clothed in his right-

eousness. Thus they receive God's righteousness as a free

gift, and are made partakers of his boundless mercy accord-

ing to the good pleasure of his will. And faith will bear

these blessings onward in one rich and overflowing stream

to the end of time. Happy and peculiarly favoured are

those whose lot is cast within such a line, who are made par-

takers of the blessings of that covenant, which descend from

parents to children ; who receive of that lovinr kindness of

our God, which extends to children's children , and of that

mercy which is unto thousands of them that love him and

keep his commandments.
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In confirmation of the sentiments expressed above, permit

me to present some traits of character in the history of one
man, a man obscure indeed, but one whose memory will

ever be fondly cherished by a numerous posterity ; and one
with whose life the happiness and usefulness of the speaker,

as well as his hopes of eternal bliss hereafter, are strongly

entwined.

Moses Fisk was the youngest son of Ebenezer Fisk, of

Shelburne, Massachusetts, and was born in Sept., 1764.

His parents were of the true puritan stamp. They had a

large family of children who were consecrated to God in

their early childhood, and were trained up in the fear and
admonition of the Lord. And the mercy of the Lord has ever

rested upon their posterity, and his righteousness has already

descended to children's children even unto the fourth and fifth

generations. Probably not less than 300 of the descendants

of the said Ebenezer Fisk, ha/e been, or are now, members
of the church of Christ ; and numbers of them have held

eminent stations in the church ; Rev. Pliny Fisk, the mis-

sionary, and Rev. Ezra Fisk, D. D., late of Goshen, N. Y.,

being among the number.

Moses, as I have observed, was the youngest son of his

family. Owing to the times in which he lived, in the days of

his childhood, his common education was greatly neglected,

he only obtaining a very limited knowledge of reading and
writing, and of the first rules of arithmetic. But from his

pious parents he received a religious education, which was
of priceless value. It attached him to the worship of God's

house ; inclined him to remember the Sabbath day and to

keep it holy ; held him back from grosser acts of iniquity,

and guided him in the paths of virtue and morality.

At about the age of 25 he was united in marriage with

Hannah Bacheldor, of Upton, Massachusetts. After spend-

ing a few years in his native town, and having been blessed

with three sons, they removed to the town of Waitsfield,

near the centre of Vermont. This, at that day, was very

far awav into the wilderness= The to\vn«hin unread over a

^
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ijeiutiful valley, embraced within the range of two lofty

mountains, through the centre of which flows a delightful

meandering stream, receiving the pure waters of an hundred

rivulets which dash down the sides of the towering hills.

Into the midst of this valley, over hill and rock, through

dismal swamp and thick forest, Mr. Fisk, with his young

family, accompanied by some of his neighbours, wou.id his

way, cutting their road as they went. He obtained a lot

of land, felled a few trees near the centre, and erected a log

cabin. A few families had preceded him, and others soon

followed, so that an enterprising community of the sons and

daughters of the Christian pilgrims wore soon embosomed

in that romantic secluded spot. Great was the peace and

harmony that reigned among them ; happy and joyful in

their log huts^ as the rich in their palaces of state.

But sickness and death was sent amongst them, and each

felt for other's wo, and all drank the cup of sorrow together.

The death of their first born son deeply affected the hearts

of both my parents, and though they did not then know the

grace of God experimentally, they felt assured that the con-

versation of their beloved little son for a few months previous

to his departure, clearly evinced that he had a far better

knowledge of spiritual things than themselves ;
yea. that he

had received the grace of God into his heart, and had a fore-

taste of heavenly joy.

But it was a mournful day to them, when they followed

the remains of their ^rs^ barn through the bush to the place

which had been selected by the neighbourhood for the burial

of their dead. And when they returned to their lonely cabin,

they were deeply impressed that they needed a source of

comfort above what earth could give. Impressions were

then made upon their minds of the necessity of a heart-work

in religion ; impressions which were never wholly effaced
;

yet, having no minister of the Gospel to guide them, they

wandered on several years longer in spiritual darkness.

Still they were not wholly destitute of religious instruction.

They had their Bible, and a good deacon from one of the
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pilgrim churches in Massachusetts, had, irom the commence-

ment of the settlement, held meetings on the Sabbath, con-

ducted by singing, prayer, the reading of the Scriptures, and

of sermons.

At length the minister of the Gospel—the man who

bringeth good tidings and publisheth peace—found his way

over the mountains into that valley. Nearly all the settlers

there were the enterprising sons and daughters of believing

parents in the older States. They were the children of the

covenant—had been baptised in the name of the Holy Trinity,

and were followed by the earnest prayers of their parents

and of the churches where they had been dedicated to God.

It was a field ripe for the harvest, where the labourer

might enter and reap, and gather sheaves into the garner of

the Lord. And he came in the fulness of the blessing of

the Gospel of peace, and his preaching was in the demonstra-

tion of the spirit, and of power. He pro jlaimed the terrors

of the law in awful grandeur, and published the glad tidings

of salvation in strains as sweet as angels use. He laid open

to view the ,d,eep depravity of the human heart, and then

pointed out the nature and necessity of regeneration. His

proclamations of wrath to the ungodly, and of mercy to the

believing, were made the wisdom of God, and the power of

God unto many.

In that marvellous work of Divine grace, the subject of

this narrative and his wife were both snarers. The writer,

their fourth son, and their first born in the wilderness, then

not more than four years of age, can well remember that

season of refreshing from the presence of the Lord ;
an im-

pression of heavenly things was left on his mind which will

never be efiaced. His parents, as they often described in

after life, had then very deep and pungent convictions of

sin ; they felt that they had long been rejecting that mercy

which was promised in the covenant their believing parents

had entered into with God in their behalf. Their load of

guilt lay heavy upon them, and they groaned under the

i_„ j„,. „f*— Jntr ^ni h*»v Avprf humbled in the dust.

\
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and well nigh driven to despair, then light burst in upon

their minds ; they saw and rejoiced in the way of salvation

and of reconciliation to God through faith in a crucified

Redeemer. They were justified by faith, and had peace

with God through our Lord J6sus Christ. Their hearts were

made glad in the Lord, and their mouths were filled with

his high praises. Many of their neighbours rejoiced with

them and praised the name of the Lord.

Then it was that the wilderness and the solitary places

were made glad ; the desert blossomed as the rose ;
the

trees of the field clapped their hands, and all nature united

in anthems of praise to the living God. So it seemed to

those rejoicing converts.

It was indeed a joyful time in that new settlement. What

was spoken of primitive Christians, was almost literally

true of them—" And all that believed were together, and

had all things common."

A Congregational church was organized, with which my
parents both united in November, 1801, and in the month

following my father was chosen deacon of the church, which

office he held till his death, though for a few of the last years

of his life he was unable to officiate. Immediately after

uniting with the church, they presented their children to the

Lord in the ordinance of baptism. And every new-born

infant afterwards was consecrated in the same manner.

At the first consecration, several other whole families were

also presented. It was a day of peculiar solemnity, of in-

terest, and of joy.

The writer can well remember the scenes of that day, and

the deep and serious feeling that sank down into his heart,

when the man of God laid his hand upon his head. Fervent

were the prayers of my beloved father on that morning ; and

kind and feeling were his instructions to his young house-

hold.

The children were all taken to the place of worship, in

coarse, but in their best aitire, neat and clean. No meeting-

house then adori;ied that valley. Tomple!^ for worship were I
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found in barns, in log-houses, and sometimes in groves. It

now being winter, the congregation were convened in a

large kitchen. The whole settlement were there, men,

women, and children.

The Ambassador of heaven was in the spirit on that Lord's

day. He dwelt with peculiar interest upon the covenant

God made with Abraham, and upon the great importance of

all parents ta^Mig hold of that covenant by faith, and of

showing their confidence in it by remembering God's com-

mandments to do them ; and by training up their children

in the nurture and admonition of the liord. Then, with great

tenderness and love, he addressed the group of children about

to be baptised, who were seated in a circle before him, ex-

plaining the reason why their parents presented them to the

Lord, and exhorting them to be obedient to their commands,

and to follow their instruction in all things. Then rose the

fervent prayer for the blessing of the God of Abraham upon

both parents and children. Then came forward the children,

led by their believing, rejoicing parents, household by house-

hold, and beginninr at the eldest, and going even unto the

youngest, the minister of Christ sprinkled them with pure

water, baptising them in the name of the Father, and of the

Son, and of the Holy Ghost.

It was a season long to be remembered, and the blessing

then invoked upon that interesting group of children will

never cease to flow. Already has the righteousness of God

descended to children's children in more than one of those

family circles.

But I can speak in particular of only one, and as the

mother of that family is still living, waiting her departure

in a good old age, I know of no way to do her a greater

honour or pleasure than to present some noble traits in the

Christian character of the husband of her youth, and the

companion of her riper years, with whom she lived almost

60 years in the most endearing ties of conj agal affection, and

to whom she bore twelve children, nine sons and three

daughters, eleven of whom grew up to years of manhood.
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This man, the subject of this narrative^ spent all the days of

his Christianlife in the same neighbourhood, and his name

was scarcely known beyond the lofty hills that encircled the

pleasant valley of his residence
;

yet the influence of his

godly example, his wise counsels, and of his fervent prayers,

has already extended far and wide ; like the living brook

that dashes perpetually over the rocks in front of his late

home, and glides on unseen by the world, yet ceaseth not

in its flow till it aids in filling up the wide banks of the

mighty St. Lawr nee, and even in bearing up the ten thou-

sand stately ships that float upon the bosom of the broad

Atlantic; so has gone forth the benign influence of his

Christian life. And yet there was nothing very uncommon

in his life, nothing but what may be seen in the life of every

head of a family who takes the Bible for his guide, keeps

God's covenant, and remembers all his commandments to do

them. Still it may be both interesting and profitable to

have some of his religious habits and his course of action

distinctly marked.

1. His punctuality in attendingfamily worship.

Nothing but sickness or absence would ever interrupt his

season of morning and evening worship. His prayers were

always concise, appropriate, and fervent :
never wearying,

but always interesting his household. The writer can well

remember that when a very small boy, to himself the season

of family worship was the most delightful portion of the

day. It always aflecled his heart to hear his father pray.

There was something in the tone of his voice, in the sim-

plicity of his language, and in the earnestness of his plead-

ing, which made those present feel that he was talking with

God, and that God was very near. These seasons of devo-

tion,' accompanied by the reading of the Holy Scriptures,

were interwoven in the minds of the children as a part of

the necessary and unavoidable duties of the family; and

they would have as soon expected to go without their regular

meals as to miss the hour of prayer. This practice of morn-

ing and evening worship in his house, was eontmued for

I
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more than forty-five years, and even when he became too

infirm, by reason of old age, to kneel or stand, he would go

through with his season of devotion sitting in his chair.

From the time of his receiving the renewing of the Holy
Ghost, and uniting with the church of Christ, in 1801, to the

day of his death, in 1847, the resolution of Joshua of old was
not only firmly fixed in his mind, but faithfully acted out in

his life :

—

Asfor me and my house, we will serve the Lord.

2. His attachment to the Bible.

He was truly a Bible Christian. The Bible was his constant

reading book. Its srcred contents were deeplj'' fixed in his

mind : engraven upon his heart. The great doctrines of Divine

grace were clear to his understanding. He was a good theo-

logian, and his theology was all drawn from the word of God.

Not a doctrine expressed in the Westminster Catechism but

was familiar to his mind, and yet he did not believe them
merely because he found them there, but because they were

in the Bible. In discussion he would sustain every point by

reference to the Scriptures.

The fall of man ; the depravity of the human heart ; the

nature and necessity of regeneration ; the Divine character

of the Lord Jesus ; the atonement by the sufferings and
death of Christ ; God's electing love ; salvation by grace

;

the maintaining of good works as an evidence of regenera-

tion ; the triumph of the church over all her foes in the latte:

days ; the resurrection of the dead, and the general judg-

ment ; the everlasting happiness of the righteous, and the

eternal punishment of the wicked, were subjects which he

received from the woM of God, and which he delighted to

dwell upon, both in conversa'ion and in exhortation.

All his proof and all his reasoning on these great and
glorious doctrines, was, simply

—

Thus saith the Lord. He
knew nothing of the philosophy of the schools, nor of the

arguments of learned theologians. Yet in his advanced life,

when his sons would sometimes state or read to him the

views and reasonings of educated men on the great doctrines

of Divine revelation, he would smile and say, " That is jusi
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what I learned from the Bible laany years ago." And he

would seem much delighted to think that the sun-light of

the Holy Scriptures had completely dispelled from his mind

those mists and fogs which the long and laboured arguments

of great men could scarcely do from the minds of others.

He was a friend of education ; but he wished to have all

education founded upon God's eternal truths, and all human

knowledge baptised with the spirit of the Gospel.

3. His devotedness to the interests of the church.

No worldly business would ever prevent his punctual at-

tendance at the stated church meeting. He seemed always to

act on the sentiment expressed in the 137th Psalm :
" If I forget

thee, O Jerusalem, let my right hand forget her cunning. If

I do not remember thee let my tongue cleave to the roof of

my mouth ; if I prefer not Jerusalem above my chief joy."

If any members of th church walked disorderly, he was

always greatly distress .d. They were made a constant

subject of prayer in his family devotions and in his closet,

and he could never rest satisfied till they were brought to

repentance, and the reproach removed from the church. In

his view, faithful discipline was of vital importance to the

interests of the church ; and that the temple of the Lord

could never be reared up in beauty and glory by unfaithful

or lukewarm members.

By the assistance of other brethren in the church, he

maintained a conference meeting in his own neighbourhood

every Sabbath evening. This meeting was conducted by

the reading of the Scriptures, singing, exhortation, and

prayer. This meeting has been held in that neighbourhood,

with scarce an interruption, for aoout half a century. It

being remote from the centre of the parish, the pastor of the

church seldom attended these meetings. But they have

always been conducted with decency and in order, and have

greatly contributed to the peace and prosperity, to the

morality and virtue, as well as to the salvation of many in

that community. And they have never deterred any from

going up to the house of God during the day. O no
;

the

I



18

ft t

lovers of the conference meeting have always loved the

f*anctuary. As oft as the holy Sabbath morning returns,

nearly all the families of that neighbourhood may be seen

wending their way in company up to the courts of the Lord,

feeling or singing as they go,—
« How does my heart rejoice to hear

My friends devoutly say,

In Zion let us all appear.

And keep the solemn day."

After listening to two sermons from their pastor, and attend-

ing a Sabbath school at intermission, they hasten in com-

pany to their homes, take refreshment, und then resort to

their beloved conference meeting, to pray, and praise, and to

exhort one another to remember the instructions of their pas-

tor, and to be faithful in the service of their Divine Master.

The lead of these meetings, for many years, devolved upon

my father. Deacon Fisk.

A description of two in which he too? a lively and active

part, will serve to give a specimen of their character, and of

the interesting scenes which they have sometimes exhibited.

On one Sabbath evening, in the fall of 1816, the people

were convened in a large private house : one spacious room
was filled to overflowing, and several smaller ones were
also crowded. The Lord was there by the gracious in-

fluences of the Divine Spirit. It was a time of peculiar

interest. The deacon on that evening was very pathetic

and felicitous in his remarks. He had gone from his closet

to the house of prayer, and the spirit of the Lord was upon
him. A deep solemnity pervaded the whole congregation.

The saints were enlivened, and sinners were convicted of

sin.

Several of the older members of the church had spoken

out the deep feelings of their hearts, and had given their

exhortation to their brethren, and to the unconverted, when
the question was asked :

" Are there not some new witnesses

to the truth in the house ?" A young man, who had been
hopefully converted in another parish, arose, and expressed

hi" hODe in Christ, nnd PvVinrtPrI tho V/Minnr tn anrrar
-o 'o" with
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him in liie service of Christ. He sat down, and immediately

another arose,—he who is now giving this relation,—and

with a trembling tongue spoke of the love of Jesus, of his

hope of pardon through the Saviour's atoniiig blocJ, of his

love for the doctrines of Divine grace, which he had once

hated, and of his great desire to see all his youiig companions

turning unto the Lord, and rejoicing in his mercy. He also

acknowledged that he had long been impressed with the

importance of expressing the deep feelings of his heart, and

of witnessing to the truth ; he hoped that Christians would

pardon this neglect, and make him a special subject of

prayer, that God would blot out all his transgressions, and

lead him in wisdom's ways. He sat down and hid his face,

while the whole assembly was moved to tears. The Deacon's

heart overflowed ; he seemed melted all down.

It was what he had long been praying for, and yet he felt

himself unworthy having his prayers answered in such a

signal manner. He felt that heaven had come very near,

and he seemed to bask continually in the sunshine of God's

mercy. Earth and earthly things were of but trifling con-

sequence then. He went home rejoicing in the Lord. He

fed on heavenly mannu day by day, and his wrestlings at

the throne of grace, for the conversion of sinners, were not in

vain. The revival went on, and many were added unto the

Lord, and from time to time came forward to testify what

the Lord had done for their souls.

The other scene to which I have alluded, was on this

wise :—Some strangers from the opposite side of the moun-

tain had come over, bringing a preacher with them, and had

made an appointment for a meeting on Sabbath evening, at

the very time and place of the conference meeting. The

Deacon did not hear of this till the hour had nearly arrived.

He fully believed that those persons held false doctrine and

were the propagators of error, and that it was his duty to

stand firm and defend the truth. He hastened to the place

of meeting ; found the strangers there, and the house filled

with people. I
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Without remark, he began his meeting as usual. He

oflered prayer with great apparent humility, and much

fei-vency. A hymn was sung. The third chapter of John's

Gospel was read. For the topic of his address to the people,

the Deacon chose the conversation of our Saviour with

Nicodemus.

He began by speaking of the great danger of embracing

error, of the vital importance of holding to the truth, and of

the utter ruin that would come on all those who trusted to

their own works. He then spoke of the depravity of the

human heart ; of the absolute necessity of being born again ;

of the nature and evidences of regeneration ; of the glories

that awaited the regenerate in the world to come, and of the

fearful consequences of being deceived. He then exhorted

all present to give themselves no re.^t, till they had good

evidence that they had received this great spiritual change.

His introduction was happy ; his arguments in support of

the doctrine stated, were clear and forcible, all proof being

drawn fresh from the word of God. As he proceeded, his

feelings began to kindle, his tall frame stood erect, his

countenance glowed with a peculiar brightness, and still

exhibited marks of decision, of love and tender compassion.

He drew his handkerchief through his hand much more

rapidly than usual, and at length held it stretched out in one

hand, while with the other he pointed the sinner in the way

of life, and poured forth such a strain of pathetic eloquence,

as moved and melted the whole assembly ! It was a noble

exhibition of Christian eloquence : the eloquence of a heart

deeply imbued with the love of truth, and conscious of con-

tending earnestly for the faith once delivered to the saints.

This was altogether above himself. His remarks were

generally very concise, conspicuous, and forcible ;
often

only the plain statement of some Christian doctrine or duty,

but never did he weary the congregation with a multitude

of words without thought. But now his whole soul being

stirred within him, his mouth was filled with arguments,

and his tongue loosed in siraiiis of eloquence. Tlienieeiing

i(
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closed, the. strangers left, and were never seen there again.

And indeed during the whole of fifty years the people of

that neighbourhood ha\ ^ been very harmoniously united in

one Christian denomination ; and that conference meeting

has been the great bond of union.

And the mercy of the Lord has ever rested upon that

people, and his righteousness is descending to children's

children, even to the third and fourth generation. No

squallid poverty has ever been known there ;
no beastly in-

temperance, nor flagrant crimes, but many are found there

who fear God and keep his commandments. Eternity only

will reveal how much that people are indebted to that con-

ference meeting, and to the prayers and godly example ol

Deacon Fisk, and his early assocjates in the service of

Christ, all of whom now rest from their labours, but their

works do follow them.

4. His Christian example.

During the forty-six years that he was a member of the

. church, I do not know that he ever received the least censure

for any misconduct. At home and abroad, in the intercourse

of his family, and in dealing with his fellow men, the same

Gospel principle regulated all his actions. He was an

every day Christian. Yet he had his infirmities, and often

mourned over his own imperfections. And while he pur-

sued an uninterrupted Christian course before the world, he

had many inward struggles with sin, and daily implored

mercy and forgiveness through our Lord Jesus Christ. Yet

his example was always salutary, and had a restraining in-

fluence upon his children and on others.

He was careful in his observance of the holy Sabbath,

making it a day for the worship of God in the sanctuary,

and for the special instruction of his children at home.

When practicable, he always took his children with him to the

house of God, but if any were necessarily left at home, they

were charged to remember that it was the Lord's day
;
and

very early was the impression deeply fixed in all their minds,

that the Sabbath must be remembered and kept holy. I
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Yet they did sometimes forget. Once the writer, while his

father was gone to meeting, wandered away upon the

meadows on the holy Sabbath, and, enticed by other boys,went

into the river to bathe. But no sooner had he plunged into

the deep water, than the thought ame like a flash—/ shall

be drowned, and how will my father feel to hnve a son drowned

on the Sabbath ! But God, in greai mercy, spared him
;
he

reached the shore in safety : put on his clothes, and, without

saying a word to the other boys, hastened away ;
but when

he reached home he was afraid to go into the presence of

his mother, so he turned aside into an old barn, and there

lay trembling for hours in view of his awful guilt. And O,

how he dreaded to see the face of his father that night, and

for weeks he carried in his bosom the stings of a guilty con-

science, and never after yielded to such a vile temptation.

The Deacon's godly life and conversation was a praise to

them that do well, and a terror to evil doers. He was not

always finding fault with the waywardness of others, but at

suitable times he would administer reproof privately, and

rebuke sin publicly. His reproofs were always given in a

few words, and were very cutting. Said a young man once,

" Save me from the rebukes of Deacon Fisk. He never

speaks harshly, but always in love : still his words go

through like a sharp knife !"

In giving advice to his children on any important occasions,

his words were always very few, but never failed to make

an impression upon the heart, like the point of a diamond.

One of his youngest sons was about to leave home at the

age of 14. His father accompanied him to his place of des-

tination, and instead of giving him any long lectures about

his conduct, simply said to him before they parted
:
" My

son, you are now going to dwell in a wicked place among

strangers. Two things let me enjoin upon you,—iVei^er use

profane language, and remember the Sabbath day to keep it

holy.'' This was spoken with a tearful eye axid a quivering

lip. It stuck fast in the heart of the youth. It held him

back from sin, and guided his footsteps in the paths of W7s.
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dom. And though he never again had the privilege of

dwelling beneath the paternal roof, only on occasional visits,

he has often acknowledged, since he became a man, and a

prominent member in the church of Christ, that that short

counsel of his father has ever been a sort of beacon light to

guide him thus far in a right course through life's tempes-

tuous sea.

5. His temperance principles.

In the early stages of the Temperance Reformation, he took

a decided stand. Like many others, indeed like every body

in that day, he had in his early life imbibed the foolish notion

that a little stimulation from ardent spirits was useful to

health. He was subject to ill turns, and really thought that

a small potation of spirits afforded him relief. He never

made a daily use of the poison : never drank to excess, only

a little occasionally when he felt unwell. But after the

Temperance Reformation began, he soon had his eyes opened

to see the influence of his example. And he said to him-

self—Can I not practice self-denial for the good of others ?

Shall I, a Deacon of the church, lay a stumbling block be-

fore the intemperate ? What if I do suffer ; let me suffer

rather than set an evil example, and an offence, and an oc-

casion of stumbling to any human being. He verily thought

that he was practising great self-denial, and making a great

sacrifice ; but to his astonishment he found afterwards that

his sacrifice was for his own good : that his turns of illness

were less frequent and less severe than while he used strong

drink for a remedy. Thus, in his old age, he set a noble

example of total abstinence from the use of all intoxicating

liquors.

But ac^ain, he had long witnessed and mourned over the

barbarous custom of treating at raisings. He had beheld

sad accidents occasioned by the use of rum : church mem-

bers, too, much excited, neighbours set to quarrelling, limbs

broken, and even lives lost ! He had reasoned with others

on the subject, but no man could be found of sufficient moral
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courage to undertake the raising of a building without the

usual periiicious aid.

At length he had himself a heavy barn to raise, and his

course of action had long been fixed in his own mind ; his

determination was to have that building go up without the

aid of alcohol.

Hands were invited, and as the information was busily

circulated that the Deacon was going to raise his barn with-

out liquor, nearly all the drinking men in the community

Avere early on the spot, with a full determination to defeat

the object. A great bustle was made among the timber, but

nothing accomplished. Ten men would tug upon a mere

rafter, and not be able to lift it ! Finally the master work-

man, who loved a drop of the creature himself, declared

that the frame could not go up, and offered to obtain liquor

at his own expense, provided the Deacon would only give

his consent. But he was not the man to be foiled in this

way. He had seen too many of the enemy's tricks to be

taken in such a snare. He stood upon api:ce of timber and

addressed his neighbours briefly. He told them that it was

not the expense at which he was looking, for he had been to

far greater expense in providing for them a good supper

;

but it was the principle—the evil effects of rum-drinking at

raisings, the example which he felt it to be his duty to set be-

fore the world. He then appealed to the honour of the young

men, and called upon them to sustain him in his noble un-

dertaking. He then declared that if that barn could not be

raised without the assistance of alcohol, e^^ery stick of timber

should lie and rot upon the ground ! His very look showed

the determination of his heart, and his arguments, though

brief, were convincing. The young men caught the spirit

which he breathed, it nerved them to action. The frame

went up without rum, accident, or delay
'

Thus, a noble example was set, which, during the twenty

years that have since elapsed, has been followed by many

others to the peace and ouietnoss to the ornod order and

) I
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hiah honour of the sober and industrious inhabitants of that

community.

6. His trust in God, and habits of special prayei\

He seemed to feel his dependence on God for all things,

temporal as well as spiritual ; and he was remarkable lor

going to the throne of grace with all matters of special in-

terest. Every thing that concerned his own or his children's

welfare, was spread out with child-like simplicity before his

heavenly Father.

In times of distressing sickness, or of threatening famine,

none could hear him pray in his family without feeling that

the broad wing of heaven was spread out over his household

for protection.

In one year of great scarcity, his grain was all exhausted

many weeks before harvest; the last dollar of money was

spent ; and a large family was looking up to him for bread.

What could he do but look up to his heavenly Father ? To

Him he did look in most earnest prayer on the morning that

his last morsel of bread was consumed. And he looked

with confidence, and did not look in vain. Scarce was his

prayer finished before a gentleman of wealth from another

town passed along, and gave the praying man money suffi-

cient to furnish grain for his family till harvest. My father

always felt that it came from heaven in answer to prayer

;

and he praised the Lord for it. Trust in the Lord, and

verily thou shall be fed.

7. His peculiar seasons of wrestling prayer for the con-

version of his children.

The truth was deeply fixed upon his heart, that his chil-

dren could not be saved without regeneration. In all his

instructions to them, and in all his prayers for them, one

thought always seemed prominent before his mind,

—

Ye

must be bw^n again. And yet he even appeared to have the

strongest confidence that the Holy Spirit would eventually

work a saving change in the minds of all his children.

Nevertheless, he knew that Jehovah waited to be enquired

of by their believing parent? to do it for ihom. And there I
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were seasons when the Spirit seemed to indite his petitions

for the conversion of some one child. He would travail in

birth for that one, appear sometimes almost in an agony, and

rest not till that child was born into the kingdom of Christ.

The relation of one or two instances, I think, cannot fail to

be both interesting and profilable.

My brother Harvey went out from his father's house, in

early youth, to learn the trade of a printer. As he has many
years since finished his course on earth, I shall speak with

the greater freedom of his history here ; and the history of

the son will tend greatly to show the character of the father.

His father took pains to put him under the charge of pious

good men, yet, by the youth of the village with whom he

associated, he was exposed to many temptations. Much
evil example was set before him, and being naturally of a

warm temperament, and exceedingly fond of sport, he was
not slow to learn many of their vicious habits, and to run

with them to a great excess of riot. Once when he returned

home on his yearly visit, his whole heart and life seemed

prone to evil. Almost the whole neighbourhood was ex-

cited by his profane wit, nonsense, and funny mischief. And
while others laughed and chuckled at the wild boy, his father

was deeply oppressed in spirit. He clearly saw that if this

son should pursue the same wild course much longer, he

would become reckless to all good, and by his vicious habits

would bring great dishonour upon tlic covenant of his father's

God. Immediately he gave him-^elf to most earnest prayer.

In his family devotions, that child, in his wayward course,

seemed ever to stand before him ; and he pled for" his

conversion as one deeply concerned for the honour and glory

of God. And while the father was thus earnestly praying,

let us turn to the son, and see the wonderful way in which

the Lord was leading him. He had then returned to his

business, and was about 17 years of age. This was in the

month of June, 1816.

He had become exceedingly fond of parties of pleasure,

which, among the r-Mth r^f \ho village of M- ti rr»y^er«
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very frequent, and were tending to dissipation and to the

ruin of many a fair character. In July a large party wae

contrived ; but in making their arrangements, he thought

that he did not have that honourable station assigned him

which his standing in society merited. He was exceeding

angry, and resolved at once that he would not attend the

party. The hand of the Lord was in the thing, for his I'ather

was praying for him, though he knew it not. And his

resolution thus rashly made, no companion could pursuade

him to retract. The day arrived—it was a holiday. Young

F., sick of the world, and vexed with every body, strayed

off from the village alone, and entered the thick forest. After

proceeding a mile or two without caring whither he went,

he came upon the banks of a warbling stream. He lay

down to muse, while hatred was rankling in his bosom

towards the young men whom he thought had slighted him.

After lying there some hours, watching the bubbling stream,

whose waters were perpetually gliding along, his feelings

became wonderfully soothed, and a new train of thought

sprung up in his mind. His father was praying for him.

And he talked thus to himself :
" So passes human life ! like

these swift gliding waters, my days are swiftly gliding

away ! Why should I spend them all in vanity ? Why be

so vexed with my young companions ? They are wasting

their time and their money, and are contracting vicious

habits. I will emy them no more, and will never join their

sports again ! I will take the money I should have spent at

the party to-day, and will buy me a useful book. And

whenever the young people have a party again, I will take

as much money as I should spend by attending, and will

buy me another book, and thus I will improve my mind, and

qualify myself to do some good in the world."

After this soliloquy, he arose, and with a light heart traced

his way back to the village ; he bought his book, and en-

tered his office to read. And there he sat till still night

came on, and the full moon in a clear sky was scattering

abroad her silvery light. As he gazed upon her lovely face,

D
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serious reflections rose in his mind, tliough as yet he had no

deep conviction of sin. The converse of his thoughts was

changed, and feelings pensive and sad came over his soul.

It may be that he repeated then his favourite lines :

—

The queen of nio;ht is sailing high,

A pale bark on the azure sky
;

And not a breath is heard to sigh,

So deep the soft tranquillity.

The breeze of night has sunk to rest

Upon the river's tranquil breast,

And every bird has sought her nest.

Where silent is her minstrelsy.

There is an hour of deep repose

That yet upon my heart shall close,

When all that nature dreads and knows
Shall burst upon me wondrously !

O may I then awake forever

My harp to rapture's high endeavour,

And as from life's vain scenes I sever,

Be lost in immortality !

But why these sedate and solemn reflections ? Why such a

change produced in the feelings and habits of t'lat youth in

a single day ? The answer is easily given. His father, who

had entered into covenant with God in his behalf, and who

was deeply distressed for that covenant, in case he would be

dishonoured by this his wayward son, was ph^ading with

God that he would vindicate his own honour, by arresting

that youth in his wild career of vanity, and turning his feet

into the paths of wisdom.

And the Lord's unseen hand was stretched out to guide

him in a way that he knew not. The resolution to purchase

books and read, he most scrupulously kept, and when he

was twenty-one, he found that his mind was not only stored

with a valuable fund of knowledge, but that his library,

which he had purchased with his pocket money, was worth

about one hundred dollars !

Soon after he began his course of reading, he was induced

to join a Bible class, which the pastor of the church had

opened for young people. Thus to his reading was added

the study of the holy Scriptures. How plain the hand of

his father's God ! Still the mind of the young man was
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dark, his heart hard, and his will stubborn ;
and he felt a

great aversion to spiritual things, especially to the distin-

guishing doctrines of Divine grace, which he had been

taught in his childhood. His godly father vras yet to pour

out many more tears, and groans, and wrestling prayers.

At this period the father knew nothing of the feelings of

the son ; and the son knew nothing concerning tl:ose of the

father. Being some miles apart, no communication passed

between them for several months. The father seldom or

never committed his thoughts to writing, and the son at this

period withheld his letters from home! But the father's

spirit of prayer in behalf of that son increased, till in the

month of October it rose to an agony. For four months the

conversion of that one child had been a special object of

prayer, and he began to feel that the blessing was long de-

layed. But he did not then know how God was leading

the child along, and preparing his mind to receive the truths

of the Gospel in the love thereof. For nearly one whole week

my father seemed to forget entirely every other object. In

his family worship, his whole prayer was offered up in

strong cries for the conversion of that one son. Time after

time such was the fact. At length his feelings became

calm and seemed to rejoice in the fulfilment of the promises

of his covenant-keeping God. Soon after this, a letter was

received from the absent son, from whom nothing had been

heard for some time. It was a letter which filled all our

hearts with joy and gladness. Our father said but little, but

looked as though the language of his heart was—/i is nothing

more than what I expected. And he thanked the Lord for

the unspeakable blessing, that he had vindicated the honour

of his own covenant promises in the conversion of that child.

My brother informed us that for some months his mind had

been deeply impressed on the subject of religion ;
that he

had felt his heart rise in opposition to the doctrines of grace,

and to God's plan of salvation, but had found at length that

it was hard to contend with his Maker, and to set up his

own will against the will of God. He had felt his lost con- I
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dilion as a sinner, his condemnation by the law ol' God, and

his utter ruin without a Saviour. But now he hoped that

his sins were all forgiven, and that he had become reconciled

to God through Jesus Christ ; stated that his l>eart greatly

rejoiced in the Lord, and that he longed to see the whole

world praising God for his goodness. Thus ran the account

of his experience ; and from that time he became sincerely

and ardently devoted to the cause of Christ, and ran to do

his Master's service till he bid him put his armour off and

rest in heaven.

As his father's prayers were the main spring to all his

exertions in the cause of his Redeemer, and to all the good

he accomplished during the fourteen years of his devoted

Christian life, it may not be improper to give some further

brief outlines of his history in this connection.

No sooner had he besmn to breathe the vital air of the
CD

kingdom of heaven, than he strove most earnestly to enlist

all his friends under the banner of King Jesus. All his

natural vivacity, and all his active powers of mind were now

consecrated to Christ, and he was ever on the alert to win

some new soul to Christ. As he was one of the first con-

verts in a glorious revival that continued some months,

eternity alone will reveal how much his ardent prayers, his

earnest exhortations, and his faithful conversation contributed

as a means to the furtherance of that work of Divine grace.

After finishing his apprenticeship to the printing business,

lie repaired to the city of New York, where he soon found

many Christian friends who encouraged him to study for

the ministry. Subsequently he was assisted by the first

Presbyterian Church, Rochester, N. Y., in his academic and

collegiate studies ; and he graduated at Hamilton College,

in the summer of 1826.

Previous to this he had become very zealous in the cause

of Sabbath schools, and did much to promote their interest

wherever he went. Sabbath schools was the theme of his

conversation, the most prominent subject of his epistles, and

one great objecl in his prayers. In the fall, after graduating,
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he entered the Theological Seminary at Princeton, N. J.

Here all his leisure moments were devoted to his favourite

object. He pul^lished a series of Sabbath school questions,

and issued, monthly, a small Sabbath school Journal.

Eventually he was licensed to preach, and was appointed

agent for the cause of Sabbath schools in New Jeicey. He

went through the length and breadth of the State, stirring up

the minds of parents and children to the great importance

of the subject ; and organizir g and reorganizing Sabbath

schools in all quarters.

His last great act in the cause, was the compilation of

several of the first volumes of the " Union Questions," pub-

lished by the American Sunday School Union. Thus,

returning to the father., we may see that an illiterate Chris-

tian man, dwelling in an obscure valley of the green moun-

tains, exerted an influence by his prayers and parental

instruction, which will be felt on thousands of young minds

from generation to generation, so long as the American

Sunday School Union shall hold its present noble stand in

the world.

But my brother made haste to do his Master's work, and

soon finished his course, resting from his labours at the early

age of thirty-two. He died in New York, March, 1831.

His ruling passion was strong in death. When his tongue

was partly palsied, so that he could scarcely articulate, he

continued to preach Christ to all who enter-d his room.

And his conversation then was the means of several hopeful

conversions. The last thing for which he asked was the

Bible. He took it, pressed it to his bosom, and said :—

« Holy Bible, book Divine,

Precious treasure, thou art mine
;

.

Mine, to teach me what I am
;

Mine, to show a Saviour's name
;

Mine, "

His work was done : his last testimony to the preciousness

of the Bible was given. His redeemed spirit took its flight

to worlds above, where recently, we tmst, it has welcomed I
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th(; spirit of ihat beloved father, in answer to wliose prayers

he was brought into the kingdom of Christ.

But to return to the partieular hiHtory of my father.

Another of his sons had grown to years of manhood ; had

become engaged in active worldly business, and was himself

at the head of a family, and still unconverted ! This grieved

the old gentleman's heart exceedingly, and chiefly, because

he could not get a real wrestling spirit of i)rayer in his be-

half. At length the father got hold of the throne of grace

for that son, and he ceased not to wrestle and agonize, till

his soul became calm, and his trust unwavering in the

promise of God. Then the blessing came ;
a letter was

received from that absent son, from whom nothing had been

heard for several months, bringing the joyful news of his

hopeful conversion to God.

It was no more than what his father expected to hear, but

the blessing made his heart overflow with praise and thanks-

giving to his cov(Mianl-keeping God. In somewhat of a

similar manner did he pray for the regeneration of each of

his children individually, until all wer(> hopefully born again,

and had become members of the church of Christ by their

own profession. Three of his sons, and one son-in-law have

been called to the work of llu; holy ministry ;
two of whom

have finished their course and have entered into rest, and

two still remain.

At the time of his death, of children and children-in-law,

he had 19; grand-children, 30, and several great-grand-

children. Twelve children and grand-children had de-

parted this life before him. One daughter, the late wife of

the Rev. P. Bailey, Berkshire, Vermont, an eminent Chris-

tian woman, rested from her labours soon after her father,

and has gone, we trust, to join with him in the song of

redeeming love on high.

For several years towards the close of his life, he endured

many infirmities, and his mind in some measure became

enfeebled with his body, yet hope remained strong in the

Lord. To the last he had a groat eoiicern for the cause, and
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nothing seemed to give him greater pleasure than to have

his children usefully employed in building up the kingdom

of the Redt!emer.

To a company of his children who had met for a visit in

his room the year before his death, he si)oke with a faltering

tongue :
"

I can't say much, l)at I hope that you will all be

faithful in your callings, and do all you can to promote the

cause of Christ." He said no more, it was enough. It was

our honoured father's last advice,—a peculiar characteristic

of the man,—brief atid full of meaning. He felt more

anxious to have his children usefully employed in promoting

the cause of Christ, than to have them abound in the riches

and honours of this world.

One child said to him, " I hope, father, that your faith is

still strong in the Lord Jesus Christ." His laconic answer,

with an expression of countenance which cannot be des-

cribed, was, " O yes,—what could I do without Him ?"

Sure enough, what could he at the age of four score and up-

wards, do without Christ ? What (;an any of us do without

Him ? Christ is all and in all to the believer.

Well, my father has gone beyond the bounds of time, and

he now knows the infinite value of Christ for a friend. He

departed this life, without a struggle or a groan, February

5, 1847. Christ is now to him all in all.

While on earth he often felt and expressed, as sang by the

poet :

—

« Ere since by faith I knew the streanns,

Thy flowing wounds supply,

Redeeming love has been my theme,

And shall be till I die.

There is a nobler, sweeter song,

I'll sing thy power to save.

When this poor lisping, stam'ring tongue

Lies silent in the grave !"

His tongue now lies silent in the grave, but his redeemed

spirit has begiui that sweeter, nobler song in heaven. No

more will he feel the infirmities of age ; no more groan in

the flesh being burdened.

Rut the stream of mercy and of righteousness which has I
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flowed dt)wii from the throne above, through his prayern, and

faithj and godly life, to his children, and already to his

children's children, will never cease to flow till time shall

end, unless his posterity basely depart from Christian ex-

ample, and cease to take hold of God's covenant and to

remember his commandments to do them, which, may
heaven forbid.

O, how delightful the contemplation of a whole family in

heaven ! Together they walk the golden streets of the new

Jerusalem ; together drink of the river of the water of life
;

and together sing the praises of God and the Lamb ! And
not these alone, but others, saved through their instrumen-

tality.

O think of those Christian parents who have faithfully

train(!d up a large family of children to serve God on earth.

Think of those children occupying important stations in the

church of Christ ; of being the means of turning many to

righteousness ; of winning souls to Christ. O, then, think

what a vast multitude in the resurrection morning will follow

those two pious parents up to the right hand, and from thence

up to the mansions of glory, saved in consequence of their

taking hold of God's covenant, and of their training up their

whole household to fear God and keep his commandments !

O, who would not wish for the place of such parents, when
the things of this world shall have passed away

!

O ye parents, who listen to these words, remember lliat

your work on earth will soon be finished ! What you do

for your children must be done quickly. Have you taken

hold of God's covenant ? Are you showing your faith in

thai covenant, by remembering his commandmcnls to do

them? Are you training up your children for usefulness on

earth, and for hap})iness in heaven? Do you feel Ihat they

must be born again^ or never see the kingdom of God ? Do
you make their conversion a subject of daily earnest prayer?

Do you set a godly (^xaniph' before them ? Are you leading

them in the ways of wisdom and holiness? Should they

follow on in the way you are now going, would they ever
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reach heaven ? O reflect upon the solemn responsibility that

is now devolving upon you as parents. The right training

of the next generation devolves on you. The character of

the next set of fathers and mothers will, in a great measure,

be according to your moulding. Yea, the men who will

soon occupy the pulpits of the land, or go forth as mission-

aries of the cross to the ends of the earth ; who will plead

at the bar of justice, or fill our halls of Legislation and oc-

cupy the seats of Parliament, or wield the destinies of

nations, are now under the training of the parents of this

generation

!

O, then, what a momentous responsibility rests upon you

!

And, most of all, because your children have immortal souls,

and their bliss or wo in the eternal world, depends greatly

upon your faith, and prayers, and godly or ungodly life !

O, think how soon your last instruction will be given—your

last prayer offered up—your work on earth finished ! Make

haste, then, and do your whole duty to your children every

day, and remember that God has said :—The mercy of the

Lord is from everlasting to everlasting upon them that fear

him- and his righteousness to children's children to such as

keep his covenant, and to those that remember his command-

ments to do them. Amen.
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