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To His Excellency

IFILLIJM SHIRLEY, Efq;

Governor in Chief and Captain-General of

His Majesty's Province of the Maffachw

feii's-Bay i and Major-General in His Land-

Forces, Csff.

SIR,

;^)K)e(8 the profclTed Defign of the

A o following Obfervations is to (hew
>^j^wQ the great Value and Importance
=^

of the Britijh Colonics in North-

America^ and the unjuft Encroachments of

the French upon his Majefty's Territories

there, they can be addrefled to no One
with fo much Propriety as to your Ex-
cellency, who hath fo largely contri-

buted to explain and enforce the one, and
to oppofe and prevent the other. .

'.. i A2 With

!|

m



DEDICATION.
With your Views fixed to the Britijh

Intereft in thcfc Refpcds, it would be

extremely difficult, if not impofTible, to

dcfcribe the inceflant Labours you have

gone through, while you had the Weight
of three Expeditions at once upon you ;

that of Novti-Sc'ofia^ twice before relieved

and miuntained by your Succours and Vi-

gilance ; of Crown-Pointy fo abfolutely ne-

celTary to fccurc the Fricndfliip and Fide-

lity of the Six Nations ; and of Niagara,

the Key of the Entrance into the great

Lakes, and of the French Communica-
tion with the MfJ/i/ippi ; for the fuccefsful

Execution cf which lafl Expedition, you

arc now hazarding your Perfon.

You will permit me, Sir^ to f^iy. That
it is very much owing to your Reprefen-

tations, that the Intercfl: of thefe Planta-

tions is made the great Objedl of the At-.r

tention of their Mother-Country, and that

Spirit raifed, which fo happily prevails in

Great-Britainy for their Prefervation from

the deftrudive Schemes of the F^enfl).

The Wifdom of your Councils, and the

Integrity of your Condud, always employed
for the general Welfare of thefe Colonies,

have gained you i Confidence through them
all ; without which the beft concerted Flans

would be ineffedual in our prefent Circum-

^ ,\ fiances,



DEDICATION.
ftarices. In Confequcnce of this, the Nor-^

them Governments lb fpccdily raifed tlie'

large number of Troops now gone upon
the Expedition agciinft Croiim-Point ; and

your own Province thoie Troons, which
in Conjunction with a Number of his Ma-
jefly's Torccs there, have already dilpof-

felled the French at Nova-Scofia of all their

Forts in that Province, having again ex-

erted that noble Spirit, which heretofore

called forth by you compelled Lcuisboiirg

to furrender, and facilitated the Peace of

Europe,

I might add, as a Reafon of this Ad-
drefs, my Perfonal Attachment, founded

upon a long Knowledge of your fuperior

Abilities, your Learning, Humanity and Po-

iitencfs, and every benevolent Affecftion,

that render your private Characfler amiable j

but I wave this for public Confiderations,

your Regard to which you efteem your

iirft Felicity, and think none of your Ta-
lents deferving pf any Eftimation, in Com-
parifon with thofc, which you employ for

the Benefit of Mankind.

May Succefs, under the Prote(5iion of

the Divine Providence attend your Enter-

prize upon Niagara^ by reducing which,

and fecuring that important Pafs, may you
be the Inftrument of fecuring to Great-Bri^

A 3 taw,

/
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DEDICATION.
fnirty the Dominion of the Lakes and rich

Countries beyond the Apalachian Mountains

:

And by cutting off the Fre?ich from their

ambitious Schemes, may you lay the Foun-

dation of a lafting Peace. This may you

foon fee and continue long to enjoy, and by

cultivating the Arts thereof, adorn that

Country, which you fliall have faved by

your Councils and Arms.

anty "cLtth the utmojl Regard^

Tour EXCELLENCV*!

Moji Okdient Humble Servant,

\ \

William Clarke.

i
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PREFACE
])6()9("*l HF. Ohfervatiom on the late andpre-^

T Q fent CotidtiS} of the French, ^c. were

X(xS 'M^ro/^ towards the latter End of the

laJlTear\ but the Publication ofthem

hath been unavoidably deferred 'till thisl'ime;

they might have been morefeafonable ivhen they

nverefrji wrote, but it is hoped that even now
they will not be entirety without their Ufe,

TJ^ Authors Defign did not lead him to af-

certain the precife Bowjdaries of the Englifli

and French T'erritories in North-America, nor

yet to lay any Plan for driving theFrenchfront
their late and prefent Encroachments upon the

Britifh ones, much lefs to make any long De-
du5lionsfrom the Fa5is he hath laid down.

His only View was, in the mojl concife Man-
Tier, confflent zoith Perfpicuity, to Jhew, thai

the French had made many unwarrantade En-^

croachments upon the Britilli territories in

North-America, contrary to the Treaty of
Utrecht and Aix-la-Chapelle > that if they

, V
• A 4 were



PREFACE.
nvcre ftiffered to p o«» or but feebly oppofed,

they would greatly dijirefs the Britifli Colonies^

arid in T'ime become obfolute Majlers of them

till ; and finally to Jheiv from the State of the

Colonies with Relation to CJreat-Hritain, how

farfie her/elf would be aff'e^cdbyfuch a Change

of Dominion in North-America.

The great Armament the TVcnch have fittt\

'

out Jince that Time^ mid fent hither at fuch a

*vajl Expence^ confirm the Obfervatiom upon the

Plan oj ^he French Court with Regard to this

Part of the Worlds and the near Approaches

they have made to the adlual Execution of a

great Part of it^ are a convincing Proof of the

Danger^ to which thefe Colonies mufi be always

expojedy from the boundlefs Ambition of that

Court y unkfs a watchful and coiijlant Attention

be given to all their Motions by th$ Crown of

Great-Britain. •
.

•

If this Attention had not been given at this

ywiBurey Nova-Scotia, non.v more than ever

jecured to the Crown of Great-Britain, would

before this T'ime have been in the Hands of the

French. Ofwhat fatal Confequence that would

have been not only to the reft ofhis Majeftys Co-

lonies in North-America, but to Great-Britain

// felf enough is faid in the following Pages.

Neither is it to be iynagined^ that we are alto-

gether freefroyn Dangerfrom that Part of the

S^iKtdron which hath efcaped the Figilance of
' Admiral

>



PREFACE.
Admiral Bo scaw e n : Tho indeed their grand

Scheme fecms to be broke by the feajhnable Ar-^

rival of the EngliHi Squadron upon this Co^JL

Great Part of thefe Obfervations are taken

from Memorials and other Papers of his Excel"

lency Governor Shirlky, which he wasjh kind

as to put into the Author s Hands ; neither J.iatb

he made lefsfree with any other Papers be could

get into his Pojfe/fion.

The firft Part of a Treatije upon the prefent

State of North-Anicrica, lately publijhed in

London, wrote with the greateft Perfpirmty\

yudgment and Spirit^ (for which every Eng-
liniinaii /; greatly obliged to tljc ingenious Au-
thor) did not come into my Hands ^ till the great-

ejl Part of this was printed of. Had Ifecn it

before^ it would have induced me^ infomc Mea-

Jure, to have altered my Plan. But though the

Author hath greatly Jupcrfeded me^ by exaclly

afcertaining the Bou7idaries of the Britidi and

I'Vench Territories in North-America, and bv

giving an Account of the more early Rncroach-

ments of the French upcn the Britifh Rights

and PoJJeffionSy andgoing into many other Things

beyond my Defign (which I was in Hopes fome

fuch able Hatid would do) Ifill flatter my jelf

the following Obfervations may have fome good

EffeB towards promoting the Britifli Litcreft,

The

i«^-^
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PREFACE.
^ff Ohfervatiom concerning the Increafe of

Mankind, Peopling of Countries, &c, were

ivrotejome Tears agOy but the ingenious Author

'mould never fuffer them to be made publick till

noWy when he bath been prevailed upon to con-

Jent to it byfome of his Friends, who thought

the Publication of them would be ofgeneral Be-

nefit and Advantage, -v

1

^,
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OBSERVATIONS
On the late and prefcnt

\ - ^ 3

Conduct of the French
,

i>ii.j .»

f.t / • \-y'
.IN

ii; .-^ , i.:c;.; ,!)!(

nort:H'America.
»i J *'

HE late and prefcnt Conduft of the

French in North-Americay is now vjjry

Jj^^j^^ juftly become the Objeft of Attention

of the Briiijb Nation. They are fenfible that their

unjuftifiable Encroachments muft be attended

with bad Confequences to the Britijh Coloi\les

there -, and tha«- in the event Great-Britain itfelf

muft be greatly affefted. But the fcnfe of thefe

Things is, however, fo general and indetermi-

nate, that it may not be amifs at this Juncture,

plainly and particularly to fhew the Import-

ance of the Britijh Colonies in North-Jmrita

to the Mother Kingdoni j and the nece0ary

fatal Confequences of the piffent Meafures the

French are purfuing, unlefs a i'peedy and final

Stop be put to them.
,

'
.
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To render the whole more plain and intelli-

gible, it feems proper, previoufly to mention

his Maiefty*s undoubted Right to thofe Terri-

tories that the French have been and are now
invading, and fortifying themfelves upon -, and

to give a fuccinfl Account of the Encroach-

ments they have made fince the Treaty of

Utrecht, and the later one of Jix-ia-Chapelle,

with fome other occafional Remarks. Sebajiian

Caht, who failed from England, with a Com-
miflion from Henry VII. firft difcovered the

northern Continent of Americay in 1497; and

took PofTeflion of ic for that Monarch. . ,

. It is necdiefs to take Notice of what pafti-

cular Parts of this Continent the French have

lince at different Times poffeffed themfelves,

which have been afterwards confirmed to them

by. Treaty -, or to afcertarn the exaft Boun-

daries of all his Britannic Majcily*s Territories

in North-America.

It will be fufHcient for the prefent Purpofe,

to obferve, that the Province of No'Va Scotia

or Acadia, was firft granted by King James I.

under certain determinate Bounds.

That the French were afterwards in PoflefTion

. of it ; that during the Time of their Poflefllon,

they underflood the Limits to extend every

Way as far at leail as thofe defcribed in King

James's Grant.

That at the Negotiation for the Treaty of

Utrecht it was exprefsly infilled upon by the

French King, that Acadia extended weflward

Qi St.Jobn\Kvftx. That



( 3 )

That by the Treaty of Utrecht, the fald Pro-

vince was ceded to the Crown of Great-Britain^

according to its ancient Limits, which was

confirmed by the Treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle ;

tho' Commiflaries were to be appointed by the

rcfpedlive Crowns to fettle the precife Limits.

That the Iroqtcois, or Indians of the five (now

fix) Nations, as they are commonly called, had

voluntarily put themfelves under the Prote<5tion

of the Crown of Great-Britain, from the firft

Settlement of the Englijh in that Country.

That it never was difputed before the Treaty

of Utrecht, but always agreed by all Authors,

whether En^liJh or French, that Lake Iroquois,

by the French called Lake Champlain, Lake Ca-

dnraqui or Ontario, and Lake Erie, with the

Country adjacent, was the proper Country of

the Iroquois. -,

That Part of the Iroquois formerly inhabited

on the Fiorth fide of the Lake Ontario, and are

in the French Maps called Iroquois du Nord,

That that Part of the River St. Lawrence, as

it is now called, between Lake Cadaraqui, and

where the River Outawawa falls into it near

Manf-Rec^ly was formerly called the River Iro-

quois. '

That the Iroquois have conquered moft of the

other Tribes inhabiting between them ^d the

River MiUjftppi ; and therefore thofe Lands by-

right of Conqueft belong to the Iroquois, and as

fuch are confidered by them.

. That by the Treaty of Utrecht the Jroquois

and

< >i

5
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and their Country are exprefsly acknowledged

to belong to, and be under the Dominion of, the

Crown of Great-Britain.

That in 1744, at a Conference between the

Commiflioners of the Colony of Virginia, and

the Deputies of the Six Nations at Lancajler in

Penjyhania, the Deputies of the Six Nations

exprefsly afferted their R'ght to the Soil of

the Country claimed by the Colony of Virginia,

from the Mountains backwards -, and for a va-

luable Confideration at that Time fold it to that

Colony.

That the Colonies of the Majfacbu/etts, Con-

neSiicut, and Virginia claim Extent as far Weji

as the South Sea, founded originally on a Grant

of King James I. in 1606.

Notwithftanding the Notoriety of thefe Fads,

and thefs exprefs Stipulations, the French did,

after the Treaty of Utrecht, make fome En-
croachments on the North Eajl Part of the

Province of Nova-Scotia for carrying on a

Fifhery there. '
' '

'

In the country of the Iroquois they eredted

ftveral Fortrefles, one between Lake Erie and

Lake Ontario, on the Eaft of the great Falls

of Niagara, to command the Indians that fhould

pafs by the South Side of the Lakes ; another at

the Weft End of Lake Erie ; and a very

ftrong one at the South End of Lake Iroquois

or Lake Champlain commonly called Crown-

Point, This laft ii3 of the more Importance,

as it gives the Freneh the Command of that

Lake ^
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Lake -, fcrves for a Barrier to Mont Real otr

that Side ; and as a Magazine for Stores and

a Rendezvous for Troops whenever the French

or their Indians make any Incurfions into the

Colony of New Tork, or the Weftern Fron- .

tiers of the Mafachujfetts-Bay and New-Hamp-

Jhire, It's about One Hundred and twenty

Miles from the City of Albany, all Water

Carriage faving a fmali Carrying Place -, and

eighty fix Miles from the neareft Part of Con*

neSiicut River.

Thefe Encroachments made in Time of

Peace before the laft War, they pretend to hold,

'till the Limits of the Territories belonging to

the two Crowns refpcdlively in North America

are fettled by Commiflaries. This is common
/Tf«fyb Policy or rather Perfidy. .

., .

The French Court feem always to have

made North-America an Objed of great Atten-

tion ; and long ago to have formed a Plan,

which they have been fteadily, though ilowly,

carrying into Execution.

Since the Treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle they

have been more hafty ; well knowing of what

Advantage it would be to their ambitious

Views of univerfal Monarchy to accomplifli it.

Their Encroachments have been more nume-

rous, their Hoftilities more violent.

In xh^ Province of Nova- Scotia, they have

eredled a Fort near Bay-Vert -, from whence they

have a Commtinication by Water with Louif-

kour^, and Canada, and other French Settle-

ments.
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}s a Land-Carriage of a few Miles to the River

Kcnnebeck. At this Place, if they have not al-

ready built a Fort, there has been good Intelli-

gence that they had defigned one. From hence

the whole Force of Canada might, in a few

Days, be poured into the Eaftern Parts of the

Colony of the Majfachufetts-Bay ; the great Nur-

lery of Trees for Malts, Yards> and Bowfprits,

for the Royal Navy.

Since the Treaty of ylix-la-Chapelle, they have

credled fcveral more Fortrefies in the Country of

the Iroquois : One upon the North Side of the

Lake Ontario, dircftly oppofite to the Englijh

Fort at Ofwego on the South Side, (called by

them Fort Trunto) at the Place where the hidi-

tins, that come by the North Side of the Lakes,

ufed to pafs this Lake in order to trade at Of-

wego. They have built a large ftrong Stone

trading Houfe between the Lakes Erie and On-

tario, to the Weflward of the great Falls of

Niagara, to prevent the Indians pafling the

South Side of the Lakes to Ofwego.

In the Year 1753, they marched a large arm-

ed Force, confifting of Regulars, Militia and

Indians, from Mont-Real into the Country of

the Iroquois •, although forbid by the Indians

by three feveral MelTages, and threatened to

deftroy all the Indians that fhould oppofc

them : The fame Year they built two Forts,

one upon a River that empties itfelf into the

Lake Erii, the other at fifteen Miles diitance

B .
- on
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on the River Obeuf, which falls into the Rivef

Ohio*.

•Early the next Year, the French marched to

a fmall Englijh Fort at the Forks of Mohonga-

hala^ lower down the River Ohio \ garrifoned by

a fmall Number of People from / irginia^ who
were obliged to furrender upon Terms on the

firft Summons.

* The River Ohio^ in the Indian Language, means the

fame as Belle Ri'viere in the French. It is a fmooth eafy

River, not interrupted with Falls ; for what is called the

Falls near where it is joined by the River Oubafche, is no-

thing more than a Ripling. It takes its Rife in the Coun-

try of the Iroquois^ and runs upon the Back of the Eng-

lijh Settlements, and after a Courfe of more than zco

Leagues, according to the Accounts of the Indian Traders,

it is joined by the River Oubafche, and after a Courfe of

80 Leagues more, it falls into the River MiJ/iJippi. In its

Courfe it 1 cceives many Rivers from the North and the

South : The Savannahs or Intewal Lands adjoining to this,

and fome of the other Rivers, that run into it, are in

many Places of fuch large Extent, that it is agreed by all,

they form a complete Horizon. The Country about it

abounds with Deer, Moofc, Elks, &c. the Climate tem-

perate, and the Soil fruitful and cafy of Cultivation.

The far greater Number of the Indians live upon thofe

Branches of this River that come into it from the North-

ward, and ftill further to the Northward; the Englijh

Settlements are to the Southward ; This River therefore,

with the River 5/. Laivrcnce, and the intervening Lakes,

form a.perfeft Communication between ^ebec and Mijp-

Jippi, and a Line of Separation when filled with French

Forts and Settlements between the far greater Number of

' the Indians and the Englijh Settlements, «

.
. Some
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Some TiTTie after, the lame Year, a Body of

eleven Hundred Men, Irctich and Indians, at-

tacked Major IVajhington, Commander of thci

Virginia Forces, vvliofe Corps confided of but

about three Hundred Men, and obliged him to

lurrcndcr upon Articles of Capitulation.

I'hcy have built another Fort at the Forks,

where the River Ouhaj'che falls into the River

Olio. How many more FortrcflT;s they have

erc6led lower tlown towards the River MiJJ.fippi^

and on that River, I do not prttcnd to know.

They have likewife built tw(3 WTil-ls, like our

Brigimrines, of about 60 or 70 'ions, for Tranf-

portation on the Lake Ovtcrio. Thefe Lakes'

are large Inland Seas, navigable by Vcflels of a

confiderable Burthen.

By the Treaty of Utrecht, confirmed by the

Treaty of Aix-la-Chapdle, it is exprefly ftipu-

lated, that the French (hall have Liberty of

pafling into the Country of the Five NationSi

and other Indians in Friendfliip with Great-Bri-

tain, for the Sake of Commerce -, and that the

Englijh fhall have the fame Liberty of pafling

into the Countries of the Indians in Friendihip

with the French on the fame Purpofe.

Since the laft Treaty, the French have plun-

dered feveral of his Majefty's Subjefts trading,

not in the Countries of the Indians in Friend Hiip

with the French, but in the Countries of the

Iroquois, and other Indian Nations in Friendfliip

with Great-Britain, of Goods to a very great

Value i killed fome, made others Prifoners, and

v:r •' T B a
"

tranf"

ii

^1
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tranrportcd fcvcral to Old-hVaitce. I'hcy have

lately avowed in the mofl piiblick Manner, their

dcterniincd KefoUition to make Prifoners all his

Mrjcfty's Subjects, that they fliall find trading

in tliofe Countries, and to confifcate their Kt-

tcds.

This Condu(fl of the French has deterred all

the Traders of his Majelly's Colonies, from

pafllng into the Indian Countries for the Sake of

Commerce ; altho' before thefe Hoftilities of the

French, three hundred Trailers went yearly from

the fingle Colony of Penjylvania.

Befides thefe open Hollilities, and barefaced

Encroachments, the French are continually ma-

king \J(q of every Art Policy can fuggeft, with

the greateft Induftry human Nature is capable

of, to feducc the Indians in Alliance with the

EngliJIj, and draw them over to their Intereft.

For this Purpofe, the moft artful and zealous of

their Miflionaries arc lent among them : The
lower People are encouraged to live amcngfl

and intermarry v/ith the Natives. The Priefts

after they are admitted amongft them, foon

gain a great Alcendency over them. They make
Ufe of the Religion they teach them, to infpire

them with the greatell Hatred to the Englijh,

and Attachment to the French. In this they

have had but too much Succefs i alTifted as

they have been, by the bad Condud of feme of

the Engli/h Governments, to the Indians of the

moft Confequence.

Many
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Many Years ago, a Number of the Iroquois^

the moll antient and faithful AUics of the En-

^liJJh and the moil warlike of all the Indian

Nations, went off and fettled above Mont-Real.

They have lately perfuadcd one Halfof the Onon-

dago Tribe, with many other /W/V/wj to remove,

and have built them a Church and Fort.

Many of the Seneka's^ the moil numerous tribe

of the Six Nations^ appear to be much inclined

to the French •, and there is great reafon to fear

that the whole Body of the Six Nations will foon

be loft to the Crown of Great-Britain, and gain-

ed by the French ; unlefs fomc proper Meafurcs

be taken to prevent them, and to regain thofc

that are loft.

The Indians in the French Intereft are, upon

all proper Opportunities, inftigated by their

Priefts, who have generally the chief Manage-

ment of their public Councils, to Ads of Ho-
ftility againft the Englijh, even in Time of pro-

found Peace between the two Crowns. Of this

there are many undeniable Inftances : The War
between the Indians and the Colonies of the Maf-
fachufctts-Bay^ zxANew-Hamfjhire^ in 1723, by

which thofe Colonies fufFered fo much Damage,

was begun by the Inftigation of the French •, their

Supplies were from them, and there are now
original Letters of feveral Jefuits to be produced,

whereby it evidently appears, that they were

continually animating the Indians^ when almoft

tired with the War, to a further Profecution of

it. The French not only excited the Indians^

B 3 and



r
and fupj^licd t'lcm, Init joined thtirown '^oiccs

with tivni in all the late HoHilirirs th..L hive

been comiTutted within hi:i M.ijcl>y's Province

of Noi'(i- Scotia.

Fram an intcrccpr.fd Letter this Y<Mrfr)m

the J( lliit at Pc:icl'jccty and from orhcr Intbr-

mation, it is certai i that they have been ufing

their utninll: h'.ndtavours toeXcite the Indians to

pew A(5l3 of 1 foflility againil his Majclly's Colo-

ny of the MiJJJiichufctt^'Bi^yi and fomc have been

Cornniitted *.

The French not only excise the hdians io A€(.%

cf Hoflility, bur reward them for it, by buying

the En^ii/h IVifoners of them ; for the F^anfom

of each of which they afterwards demand the

Price that is ufually given for a Slave in thele

Colonies. They do this under the fpeeious

Pretence of reicvfnig the poor Prifoners from the

Cruelties and Barbarities of the Savages ; but irj

Reality to encourage them to continue their De-

predations, as they can by this means get more by

hunting the Kj{7'ijh than by huntiligWild Beads

j

while in reality the French at the fame time keep

up a large Army of Indians entirely at the Expence

of tlie FnglifL\ without any to thcmfelves.

* Since the writing this, the Indians, at the Infligatioa

pf the French, have committed numerous Hollilicies upin

the En^lijh, in the Governments of Virginia, Maryland,

Neto-Vork, Nc^v-havipJJAre, Ma([achufetti-Bn\< ; and the two

lad Governments have declared War againft fcvcral Tribes

of the Abinaqui Indians.

TV
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It is very uncertain, and difHcuIt to gucfs,

what may be the Number ot" Indians fcattered

upon the Back ot the Englifli and French Settle-

ments, thro' tliis vail Continent. But if the

Account be true, or near true, that was given

in an open Council ot the Six Nations at 'Jurpe'

ba:vki\ on their Return from the Treaty at

Philadelphia in 1742^ there mull be a great tnany

1'houfaud of them.

And ah.hou[^h the Indians live fcattercd, as a

Hunter's Life requires, they may be colledled

together from ahnoll any Dillance, as they can

find their Subfillence from their Gun in their

Travelling.

But let the Number (if the Indians be what it

will, they are not formidable meerly on Account

of their Numbc*rs \ there are many other Cir-

cumllances that give them a great Advantage

over the En^lifh.

The Englijb Inhabitants, though numerous,

arc extended over a lar<;e Trad of Land, 500
Leagues in Length, on the Sea- Shore -, and al-

though fome ot their tradini^ Towns are thick

fettled, their Settlements in the- Country Towns
mull be at a Dillance from each other : Befides,

thut in a new Country where Landr, are cheap.

People are fond of acquiring hirge Trails to

themfclves \ and therefore in the out Settle-

ments, they mufl be more remote : And as the

People that move out are generally poor, they

fit down either where they can cafieft procure

Land, or fooneft raife a Subfillence j add to

B 4 this,
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this, that the Englijh have fixed fettled Habita-

tions, the eafieft and fhorteft Paflages to which

the Indians, by conllantly hunting the Woodr
are perfeftly well acquainted with •, whereas the

Englijh know little or nothing of the Indian

Country, nor of the Paffiges thro' the Woods
that lead to it. I'he Indian Way of making

War is by fudden Attacks upon expofcd Places;

and as foon <is they have done Mifchicf they re-

tire, and eitlv.r g > Home by the fame or fome

different Rout, as they think fafeft \ or go to

iome other Place at a Diilance to renew their

Stroke. If a fufiicient Party fliould happily be

ready to purfue them, it is a great Chance,

whether in a Country c(inniling of Woods and

Swamps, which the Englifli arc not acquainted

with, the Enemy do not lay in Ambufh for

them in fome convenient Place, and from thence

deftroy diem. If this fnouid not be the Cafe,

but the Englijh fhould purfue them, as foon as

they have gained the Rivers, by Means of their

Canoes, to the \j{it of which they are brought

up from their Infancy, they prefently ge. out of

their Reach : Further, if a Body of JVIen were

to march into their Country to the Places where

they are fettled, they can, upon the leaft No-
tice, without great Difadvantage, quit their pre-

fent Habitations, and betake themfelves to new
ones.

But to return from thefe occafional Remarks,

and to point out the Confequences of the pre-

fent Meafures of the French, if they are fuffered

to purfue them

:

The
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The firft and moft immediate will be the

engrofling the whole Furr and Pelt Trade.

The Furrs and Pelts imported into England,

have been computed to amount to ibout

90,000 /. Sterling per Annum, befidcs what are

ufed in the Plantations, which is no inconfi-

derable Qtiantity, but I believe greatly exceed

that Sum. What Part is imported from North-

America, and what from the Northern Parts of

Europe, I cannot tell. The whole Indian Trade

oi North -America is carried on entirely by Barter

;

and that chiefly, and indeed almoll wholly for

Strouds, DufEls, Blankets, and other Manu-
factures of Great-Britain.

The prefent Trade therefore is of great

Confequence, and if it was properly profecuted,

the Advantages arifing to Great-Britain, would

be in Proportion to its Increafe j not only as

it would occafion a greater Confumption of

Britifh Manufaflures, but likewife as it would

bring in a greater Quantity of thofc valuable

Commodities, which Great-Britain muft other-

wife purchafe from othei Powers at a dearer Race,

and pay for in Money too. The Indians may be

fupplied cheaper irom the Englijh than from

the French ; this is very evident, inafmuch as

the French are frequently fupplied from Albany

^

by the Means of their Indians (who are really

Fadlors for the French) with great Part of their

Goods at an advanced Price, and yet have their

own Profit upon tliem when they fell them to

the Indians.'•"^TIk EngliJJj Colonies are better

fitu-

wmmtttam
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fituated, were it not for the French Encroach-

ments, to carry the Trade into the Indian

Country than thofe of the French •, and are

thcfefcie capable of encreafing and extending

this Trade to a greater Advantage than they.

But notwithflanding the Advantages of the

Englifi), and the Difadvantages of the French,

the latter have always pulhed it on with greater

Vigour, and have alwnys had by much the

largeft; Share of it : Neither is this much to be

wondered at, fincc the French of Canada have

fcarce any other Trade but this : And this is

iQ eflential to that Settlement, that if they were

once to be cut off from it, ^hat mufl: foon

languifh and decay : Befides that the Tax paici

by the Company on this Trade is one of the

principal Funds from whence the Supplies arc

raifed for defraying the Charges of that Go-

vcrnment.

Th^: Tclts and Furrs imported into France^

amounted fome Years ago to no lefs than

135,000/. SiX.tv\\n^ per Annvm •, and fmce that

Time the French Trade in thofe Commodities

has been continually encreafing, whilft that of

the Englijh has been diminilhing -, and in a lit-

tle Time will, very probably, nay, muft nc-

ceffarily be entirely loft to the Englijh and

gained by the French, if the latter are fuffered

to continue pofTefled of their prefent Encroach-

ments, and to ftrengthen themfelves in them.

Whoever will compare the Account already

given of thefe Encroachments, with the Map
of
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of die Country, muft fee at the firft View that

they have taken, and are taking PoflefTion of,

and fortifying all the moil important Places

upon the Lakes and Rivers, upon the Back of

all the Northern Colonies -, by which the Indi'

ans muft pafs from their Country to trade with

the Englijh, or the Englijh into the Indian

Country on the fame Purpofe.

When they fliall have fufficiently ftrengthencd

themfelves in thefe, they will effedtually cut off

all Communicatioh between the Indians :iuu the

EngUfh Settlements ; and oblige the Natives to

trade folely with them, whether they will or

no. Befides, the Natives will find it more for

their Advantage in that Cafe to Trade witL

the French than with the EngUJh : For as the

French with their Forts, will carry their Trade

into the different Parts of the Fndian Country,

can any one imagine the Indians will carry their

Goods many hundred Miles, attended with

great Fatigue and Difficulty, to exchange them

lor thofe very Commodities that they can be

fupplied with for the fame Goods, in a Man-
ner at their own Doors ? No certainly they

will not.

Befides the engroffing this Trade to them-

felves, the French will, in a little Time, draw

all the Indians entirely off from the Englijh,

and firmly attach them to their Intereft. The
cutting off the Communication between the

Englifli and the Indians by the French Forts and

Settlements, will oblige the Indians to trade

with

Wi
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with the French whether they will or no. Their

carrying the Trade into the Indian Country, and

iupplying them with the Commodities they

want at their own Doors, will make it their

Interefl to trade with them. I'his Exchange

of Commodities, if properly regulated, will at-

tach the Indians to the Interefl of thofe that fup-

ply them with what they cannot fubfifl without.

But above all, the Vigour and Refolution of the

French in carrying on Settlements, building

Forts, and ftrengthening themfelves in them at

fuch a Diftance from their prefent Country, few as

their Inhabitants are, will give them a high O-
pinion of the French Courage, and create a De-

pendance upon them. On the other Hand, the

tame Behaviour of the Englijh in looking quiet-

ly on, or in making but a feeble Refiftance a-

gainft thefe violent Encroachments, while their

Interefl is fo deeply concerned, their Colonies are

fo many, and their Inhabitants fo numerous,

will give them a mean, contemptible Opini-

on of them : They will look upon the Englifh

as daflardly Cowards •, upon the French as brave

Men ; upon the one as fit to be relied upon for

Protedlion ; on the other as unworthy of the

leaft Confidence, and rather wanting Afliflance

and Proteflion from them, than capable of

affording them any.

A Sachem of one of the Tribes of the 5/>

Natio7ts, publickly reproached the Englijh with

this at the late Conference between Commif-
iloucrs from the Britijh Governments, and

the

Hi
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the Six Nations^ at Albany. AddrefTing him-

lelf to the Commiflioiiers :
" You talk, faid he,

of your Strength, where do we fee it ? Tht French

build Forts, and keep them when they have

done i the Englijh do not hinder them : The

French behave like Men, the Englijh like Wo-
men.

The Six Nations are the braveft Warriors of

all the Tndia'fts, they have always been in Alli-

ance with the Englijh, and had formerly the

greateft Avcrfion to the French. They once

not only threatned, but had very near com-

pleated the Defl:ru6lion of Canada : But from

the Neglcd of the Englijh to cultivate this

I'empcr, and indeed from a diredl contrary

Condu(5l in fome of the Governments, and

from the Induflry and Alliduity of the French

to gain them to their Intereft, many went

off and fettled amongll the French, a long

Time ago, a great number are lately gone off,

thofe that remain are very wavering in their

Affeiflions to the ii«^///?^ and there is not the

Jeaft Doubt to be made but that they will entire-

ly abandon us, and that in a very little Time,

if they have not already agreed to do it; un-

lefs we behave with more Difcretion and Juf-

tice towards them, and more Vigour and Re-

folution againfl the French.

If this fliould be the Cafe, if thefe Indians

fhould be gained to the French, and the nu-

merous Tribes in Alliance with them, all the

reft of the Indians upon the whole Continent

would
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"jvould infallibly be brought into the fame in-

tcrcft. What life the French would make
of thefe new Allies, we know too well from

pad Experience. I'hey would molt certainly

employ them even in Time of profound Peace

between the two Crowns, againit any or all the

Britijh Settlements ar. would belt fuit their am-
bitious Views and Defigns.

It has been already remarked, that the

Tribes of Indians living upon the Lakes and

the Rivers that run upon the Back of the Eng-

lijh Settlements in North- America, are very nu-

merous, and can furnifh a great Number of

fighting Men, all perfectly well acquainted with

the Ufe of Arms as foon as capable of carrying

them, as they get the whole of their Subfiftencc

from hunting ; and that this Army, large as it

may be, can be maintained by the French with-

out any Expe.ice.

From their Numbers, their Situation, and

the Rivers chat run into the Englijh Settle-

ments, it is eafy to conceive that they can at

any Time make an Attack upon, and conftant-

ly annoy as many of the expofed Englijh Set-

tlements as they pleafe, and thofe at any Di-

itance from each other.

The EfFe(5ts of fuch Incurfions have been too.

feverely felt by many of the Britijh Colonies,

cfpecially in the Eaftern Parts of New-England,

not to be very well known. The entire break-

ing up Places that had been for a confiderablc

Time fettled at a great Expence, both of La-

bour
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bour and Money-, burning the IToufcs, dc-

ftroying the Stock, killing and making Pri-'

Toners great Numbers of the Inhabitants, with

all the cruel Ufage they meet with in their Cap-

tivity is only a Part of the Scene. All other

Places that are cxpofed are kept in continual

Terror-, the Lands lay wafte and unculti'/ated

from the Danger that attends thofe that fliall

prefumc to work upon them : Befides the im-^

menfe Charge the Governments muft be at in a

very ineffcdtual Manner to defend their extended

Frontiers -, and all this from the Influence

the French have had over, but comparatively, a

few of the Indians. To the fame or greater

Evils ftill will every one of the Colonies be

expofed, whenever the fame Influence fliall be

extended to the whole Body of them.

South-Carolina may be eafily annoyed in this

Manner by the Indians that live near the French

Settlements upon the River MtJJifippi, and the

Branches of the other Rivers that run into it.

South-Carolina^ indeed, hath this Advantage at

prefent, that thefe Indians have been for a long

Time, and are fl:ill in fl:rid Alliance with them 5

and whilfl: they continue clofely attached to their

Intereft, they will be a Barrier to them againlt

the French and their Indians : But this is a very

precarious Dependance, confidering how eafy it

will be for the French, after they have gain-

ed the reft of the numerous Tribes, to fecurc

them alfo to their Intereft, or elfe to employ

their Indians to cut them off.

The
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T'lC late andprefcnt Entcrprizes of i\\t French^

vfixxi the Afliftance of the Indians upon the Bor-

ders of Penjyhaniay Maryland^ Virginiay and

North- Carolina, SLTC too ftrong Proofs how much
they are expofcd. ' ' i

New-Tork is not more fecure, but on the

contrary, if the French fhould gain the 5/,v

Nations to their Intereft (of which there is tlie

greateft Danger) as thefc are the moll warlike

of all the Indians, as they are perfeftly well

acquainted with that Country, and miglit per-

haps have a particular Refentment againft that

Colony ; and at the fame Time can be eafily

fupplied by Water from the French Magazine

at Crown-Point, with Ammunition and Provi-

fions ; this Colony would perhaps be more ex-

pofed than almoft any other to the moft cruel

Ravages and Depredations.

The Colonies of New-Jerfey, ConneSlicut and

Rhode- IJland, are at prefcnt fecured, by having

fome of the other Colonies as a Barrier to

them.

The Wcftern Parts of the Colonies of the

Majfachufetts-Bay and New-Hamp/hire, lay open

to the Incurfions of the Indians, that may be

fupplied from Crown-Point, it being not quite

ninety Miles from that Fort to Connecticut-Ri"

'uer. But the Eaftern Parts of thefe Provinces,

cfpccially the Province of the MaJfachufetts-Bay,

are ftill more expofed, and have been often and

for a long Time together, through the Inftiga-

2 tion

m



French ^

le Bor-

f, and

y much

on the

[he Sis

\ is the

warlike

;ly well

rht per-

nft that

)e eafily

[agazine

i Provi-

nore ex-

oft cruel

Halt and

f
having

irrier to

of the

lay open

may be

lot quite

mcut-Ri"

rovinces,

fetts-Bay^

)ften and

: Inftiga-

tion

( 23 )

tion of our good Allies the French^ the Thea-

tre of War.

The St. John'?, and other Nova- Scotia hdi^

am, whom the French have gained to an entire

Depcndancc upon them, may be employed ei-

ther againft the Kaftcrn Parts oi New-England

y

or the VrowiVLCt oi Nova-Scotia.

The Damage the Province cf Ncua-Scotia

has already fuflered from them, at the Inftiga-

tion and with the AITiftanccofthe French, has been

fuch, as has hitherto prevented their making
Settlements back into the Country, whereon

they might raile their own Subfiftence, and
threatens, if not remedied, to prevent any fu-

ture Settlement of that Country by the Englijh*

Upon the whole, it cannot be doubted that

if the French fliould engrofs the Furr Trade to

themfclves, and attach the Indians firmly to their

Intereft, they would never want Inclination or

Power to employ them, even in Hime ofprofound

Peace betzveen the tzvo Crowns, to harafs any

Number of the EnglifJj Colonies as fhould befl

iliit their Purpofes -, which, befides all the other

Kvils already mentioned, would be attended

with this, that it would effedlually hinder the

Increafe and Settlement of his Majefly's Terri-

tories, whilil it would give the French an Op-
portunity to increafe and fettle their own, and

not only their own, but fuch Part of his Ma-
jeily's as they have unjuftly taken PoflefHon of.

But the Calamities of the Englifh Colonies

would be greatly encrcafed under thefc Circum-
''.'-* C fiances
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(lances in Cafe of u War between the two

Crowns.

As the Fort at Crown-Poin' , where the

French may collcdt a fufficient Number of

Forces for their Purpofc, is within little

more than a hundred Miles of the City of

Albany^ and much nearer to many of their

other Settlements, as th'-Te is an cafy Palfage

by Water from this Fort, it would be no

difficult Matter for the French, with the Afiifl-

ance of the Indians ^ efpcciully of the Six Naljons,

who border upon, and are intimately acquainted

with, every Part of that Colony, not ohly to

burn and dcltroy the out Settlements, but even

the City oi Albany itftlf, before they could re-

ceive Afliftance from tlie other Parts of the Go-
vernment : At the fame Time their Neigh-

bours may be prevented from giving them any,

by having Employment enough at home, to

defend their own Frontiers againft other Parties

of Indians.

The fame Remark may be made with Re-

gard to the Weftern Frontier of the Colony

of the MajjachuJettS'Bay : But it is in the Eaft-

ern Part that this Colony and the Province of

New-Hampfiire is moft expofed in Time of

War to the Ravages of the French and their

Indians. »

^ebecy the Capital of all the French Govern-

ments, is fo near this Part of the Majjachw

fetis, that whilft other Parts of the Country,

and their Neighbours too, are kept in arcon-

rv .?,.;4 / tinual



tihual Alarm by Parties of Indians^ the whole

t'orce of Canada^ with as many Indians as they

fee Caufe to join with them, may very fud-

denly and fecretly make their Attack here,

burn and dcllroy many Towns, break up o-

thcrs, kill many of the Inhabitartts, and make
more Prifoncrs, deftroy their Stock, and re-

turn back with great Security, before a fufH-

cient Force could be fent againlt them. They
might at the fame time deitroy the King's

Woods, from whence Mafts, i^e. arc fup-

plied for the Royal Navy, unlefs they fhould

hope one Dr.y to be Malters of rhem thcm-

Iclves, and on that Account refcrve them for

their own life. But in cafe of a War between

the two Crowns, the Province of Nova-Scotia

will notonlyfeclall the foremcntioned calamitous

Effcifls ; but under iss prelent Circumftances,

would be in Danger of being totally loft to

the Crown of Great-Britain, and gained by the

French. As Louijbourg, which is in the Neigh-

bourhood of this, is on all Accounts a proper

Place of Rendezvous for regular Troops and a

Navy to be fent from France^ as the French have

already a Fort upon Bay Verti and another up-

on the Bafin oiChigneSiOi as they have fecurcd

the River St. John^s^ and attached the Indians of

that River, and the other Indians to their In-

tereft, as the French Inhabitants are well known
to be better inclined to the French thajj th^Eng*

lijh Government, and muft eternally be fo, as

long as they arc fufFercd ta have Ftench Ro-

Mte:?:-i3 C a - -^^ wan

ill

i

i



'll
I*

il

1

( 26 )

ivnn Catholic Pricfls, Subjcds of tlic Fttmb

Kin^, and umlcr the l")irct!:Uun of the Bifliop of

iS^ucbcCy among tliem ; and as tlie Englijh have

not one Fort except /hinapous-Royal^ that can

hold out one Day againll a proper Number of

regular Forces provided witli fulhcient Cannon,

if the FrctJch fhould, before the I'jr^liJ/j are aware

of it, fend a huge Body of Troops, with necef-

fary Artillery, and a Number ol' Men of War to

protcift tlicni, the Fremb Inhabitants, who a-

mount to many Thoufands, would upon their

firfl Appearance univerfally revolt, and the

Conqucft of that whole Province would not take

up one Fortnight. When the French have

once made a Conquefl; of this Province, and

(Irengthened themfelves in it, they will have

laid a good Foundation for difpofielTing the

EngUfiiy in fome future Time, of all their other

Colonics in North-America^ and fecuring them

to themfelves, with all the Advantages of them.

That the French have had this in View from

the Beginning of their Settlements in North-

Anerica^ feems clear from their furrounding the

Eyiglijh Colonies, and building Forts upon the

Lakes, and mo IT: convenient Rivers on the

back of the Englijh Settlement-: from St. Law-
rence-River to M.i^ftppiy and claiming an ex-

clufive Navigation in thofe Lakes and Rivers,

and the Property of all that Part of the Conti-

nent. :>...,

, What a Value France Jets upon the Colony of

Pfova-Scotia, .s^}Ad how eilcntial a Territory fhe

','.: z ,
(, 'J efteems
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cftecms it for the Support of her otlicr Settle-

ments, and for compulling the Uefign Hie hath

iijion the whole Continent of North-/fmerica,

plainly appears from the extreme Kclu6tancc

with which flic made the CcfTion of it to

Great-lhiidin at the Treaty of Utrecht \ and it

is clear from that Negotiation, that nothing but

the feeble State in which flie then felt herfelf,

nothing but the lad NccefTity could have reduced

her to make it. What an attentive Eye fhe hath

ke[)t upon it ever fince it hath been in the Pof-

fedlon of the FngUjh^ appears from the continual

iVai5licesof the (jrovcrnorofC^AW^,the Bifhop of

f^iehcc^ and the 7*)v«(r/'Mifllonaries from thence in

Time of Peace, to feduce the French Inhabitants

from their Allegiance to the Crown oi Grcat-Bri'

tain. I'he fame is evident from the repeated At-

tempts of the French during the late War ; fome

of them very expcnfive and hazardous to a very

confiderable Part of her Navy, for the R'^duiflica

of it •, as alfo fince the Conclufion of the Peace,

from her Encroachments upon the Iflhmus and

St. John*s- Rivery in manifefl: Violation of her

mod folemn Stipulations at Aix-la-Ch^pclle •, and

with an apparent View of holding herfelf in Rea-

dinefs to take the firft favourable Opportunity

upon a Rupture between the two Crowns of

furprizing the Colony..«"i -^' i .^

One great and indeed main Security of the

Englijh Colonies in North-America againft the

fatal Eflfefts of the French Encroachment, con-

fifts in this, that the French Settlements at pre-

C 3 fent
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fent arc not capable of fubfifting a Body of

Troops ftrong enough to over-run the Englijh

Settlements -, but fhould the French make thcm-

felves Matters o^ Nova- Scotia, which is aCoun-

try fruitful of all Kind of Grain and Frovifions i

they would be in a Condition to introduce and

fubfift a Body of Troops ftrong enough with the

French Acadians, and Inhabitants of C/2/>^-^r^/<?»

and Canada, together with the Indians, to re-

duce all the EngLjh Colonies.

Another great Security to the Englijh Colo-

pies, is, that the French have no convenient

Harbours, but only in the Ifland oi Cape-Breton-,

but fhould they make themfelves Matters of

Nova-Scotia, they might from their PofTettion of

fo large a Sea-Coaft extending from Gape-Sabk

to Cape-Canceau, ninety Leagues upon the At-

lantic Ocean, abounding with mott commodi-

ous Harbours for Ships of the largett Burthen,

be in a Condition to difpute the Mattery of thofe

Seas. Thofe who know the Situation and State

of the Colonies upon the Continent o( North-

America, will not doubt but that the immediate

EfFe6t of the Frenci. gaining Nova-Scotia, would

be the Lofs of the New-England Co^-Fifhery,

^nd the intercepting and deftroying the grcatell

Part of the Trade of thofe Colonies, the Lof$ of

the King's Woods in the Province of the Majfa-

chufettS'Bay 3.nd Ne-w-HampJhire, which contain

^11 the Nurferies of white Pine Trees-, from
• whence the Britijh Navy is at prefent fupplied

T^vith Mattsj Yards and Bowfprits, and occafioi;
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the breaking up all the Englijh Settlements with-

in the Province of Maine., which is tlie Eaftern

Part of the Province of the Majfachufetts-Bay^

as alfo of Albany^ and the Settlements about it,

which makes the Weftern Part of New-Tork

:

And that thus by Degrees with a proper Force

and the continual Incurfions of the Indians, all

the Englijh Colonies might probably be over-run

in a few Years, unlefs they were flrongly fup-

ported with regular Troops from Home.
This may appear very extraordinary at firft

View, confidering the fuperior Number of In-

habitants w: hin the Englijh, to thof^ of the

French Colonies, efpecially a:? the Englijh are

Mafters of fuch a large Sea-Coafl : But if the

Advantages which the Form of Government in

the French Colonies gives them over that of the

Englijh Colonies in Time of War is confidered,

this will not feem an improbable Suppofition.

All the French Settlements in North-America^

how many fmall Governments foever they may
be divided into, are under the abfolute Com-
mand of the Governor of Canada.

The Englijh Colonies, exclulive oi Georgia and

Nova' Scotia, are dividca into eleven diftinft Go-
vernments, within each of which nothing of any

Confequence can be tranfafted but by their re-

fpedlive Aflcmblics. They are independent of

each other, fome of them very remote from the

other, thofe which are near, are generally difu-

nitcd in their Councils upon the Manner of a6t-

ing againft the common Enemy, difagreeing a-

C 4 bout
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bout the Qiiota of Men and Money which they

lliould refpecflively contribute-, and confidering

themfclves as more or lels concerned, according

to theDidance of their ColonifS from immediate

Danger, fo that it is very dilFiCult for tliem to

agree upon any one Plan, and as difficult

to execute it, if one could be agreed on. Of
this there is a moO; melancholy Proof at this

very Time, fmce notwithitanding the prefent

common Danger, no two Governments can a-

gree upon any Meafures, nor has any one Go-
vernment feparately, except the MirffachufettS'

Bay, a6led with any Degr'^e of Vigour j much
lefs with that Vigour that the prclent Circum-

ftances demand *.

It is eafy therefore to conceive, that a large

Body of Men, Part of them regular Troops,

with the AlTiftance of the Indians, fcattcred thro'

Lilt Continent, upon the Back of all the Englijb

Colonies, (as the French Settlements likewife are)

when under the abfolute Command of one Go-
vernor-General, who upon all Emergencies can

direct their Force as he pleafes, may reduce a

Number of difunited independent Colonies, un-

fupported with regular Troops, tho' much fu-

perior to them in Point of the Number of In-

habitants,

The Effefls of this Difference of Government

within the French and Englifh Colonies wer<;

i

* At tha? Time the Expedition to Crotun-Point way

uot on foot, .

moft
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moft fcnfibly felt in the late War. And if we

may judge by the late and prefent Proceedings

of the French upon this Continent, they defign

we ihall feci them more fenfibly ftill, and that

perhaps fooner than we imagine.

It is therefore highly neceffary that the mod
vigorous Meafures Ihould be fpeedily and unit-

edly projefled and purfued, to oppofe any far-

ther Encroachments of the French^ and to o-

blige them to reJinquifh thofe they have already

made. The Safety and Security of all the Englijh

Colonies in North-America^ their very Being as

EngliJj Colonies, make fuch Meafures abfolute-

ly ; ta -y, and that without any Lofs ofTime.

AncJ. how far the Intereft of Great-Britain itfelf

may make fuch Meafures neceifary, will appear

from confidering the Importance of thefe Colo-

nies to the Mother-Kingdom. '•' — • -

That the prefent Grandeur of Great-Britain is

owing to its large and extended Commerce, is

agreed on all Hands.

That it is by this large Commerce that fhe is

enabled to keep up fo large a Naval Force, and

that the Supev'oriiy of her Naval Force main-

tains her pr^ .i • JVwer and Independency, is

equally certai;:. '
. '

• <

What Additioii i:^ made to her Commerce,
and confequently her Wealth, Strength and Su-

periority of Naval Power, by her being pofTefled

of fo many large Colonies, and particularly how
far her Colonies in North-America conduce to

the S'lpport and Increafe of thefe, will appear

from the f'- Ujwing Remarks. The
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The Inhabitants of the Colonies in North-

America make a large Addition to the Subjcds

of Great'Britain. The Extent of thefe Colonies,

cxdufivc of the Ifland of Newfoundlandy and

meafuring it upon the Sea-Coaft from Nova-
Scotia to Georgia^ inclufive of both, is about

five Hundred Leagues, and the Depth of them

as far back as the South-Sea,

The Settlements, which are chiefly on the

Sea-Coaft, may be computed to contain above

One Million Ir- habitants, exciufive of Indian

Savages, and Nc^ .'laves,

Thefe Inhabitanic* ithin the Compafs of one

Hundred and Forty Years, from which Time
tlie utmoft ^ra of the eldeft of thefe Colonics is

to be dated, have from fmall Draughts made
out of the Mother-Country and her Dependen-

cies, chiefly in the Beginning of their Settle-

ments, grown to their prefent Number by the

natural Increafe of the People, faving what

Addition they have received by fuch as have

tranfplanted themfelvts from the Northern Parts

of Germany,

It has been found by AfTeflTments made from

Time to Time of the rateable Polls in the Pro-

vince of the MaJJachufetts-Bay, where there arc

now near two hundred Thoufand Inhabitants,

that taking their Increafe at a Medium, from

the firft Settlement of the Colony to the Year

1743, they have doubled their Number once in

twenty Years.

If
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If this Ihould not be thought an equitable

Rule of cftimating the future Growth of the

Inhabitants within this Province, when their

Number is fo large, (though it fcems it fhould

hold good as long as there is Room enough for

them to fpread) yet it feems a moderate Com-
putation to reckon; that their prefent Number
may be doubled at the End of thirty Years, and

if that is a juft Rule for rating the Increafe of

the Inhabitants within the other Colonies, as it

feems to be, then the Number of Inhabitants

within all the Britijh Colonics in Norih-America^

piay be expected from their natural Increafe,

^nd without making any Allowance for the

tranfplanting of Proteftant Families from the

Palatinate^ Swifs Cantons, and other Northern

Parts of Germany, to amount at the End of

that Period to near three Millions.

, More diftant Calculations may feem too re-

mote and uncertain i it may fuffice to remark,

that from the general Healthfulnefs of the Cli-

mate thro' the whole Range of thcfe Cofonies,

and the immenfe Tradts of Lands fit for all

Kind of Agriculture, that this Territory is ca-

pable of fupporting as many Inhabitants at leaft

^s any Kingdom in £«r^))^. • * .
•

V The Advantage accruing to the Mother-

Country from the great Number of Inhabitants

in her Northern Colonies, will appear from the

Confideration of the Cohfumption they will oc-

cafion of Britifi Manufactures, and alfo of all

Other Eurof€an Commodities in general, which

laft
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laft muft be landed and refliipped in Great- Bri-

tain (which is by the Adls of Trade made the

Staple of them for all the Englijh Colonies) be-

fore they can be imported into America.

' I fhall not enter into a Detail of the European

Commodities which are confumed within the

Colonies, or a Computation of what Number
of Plands their prefent Inhabitants may employ

in Evgland, for furnifhing them with the Britijh

ones : Extrads from the Cuftom-houfe Books

of the Goods exported for the Colonies, have

fhewn them to be very large at prefent ; what is

exported for Ncw-En^Jand only amounting to

Four Hundred Thoufand Pounds Sterling per Ann.

and the future Vent of them continually increaf-

ing in Proportion to the Growth of its Inhabi-

tants, muft of itlelf in Time become a more

confiderable Trade, and of a more beneficial

Nature in every Refpefl to Grcat-Briia.n, than

all its Branches of Commerce with foreimi States

put together. It is computed that near Half

the prefent Shipping of Great-Britain is im-

proved in the Commerce carried on with her

Plantations, which Trade alone will in Time
employ a much greater Qiiantity of Shipping,

than all the prefent Shipping of Great-Britain,

Befides, this Trade will enable her with greater

Advantage to extend her Commerce with other

Countries.

Another Remark relates to the Fiflieries car-

ried on in the adjacent Seas : Very particular

Eflimates have been made of the New-EnglarJ

I Cod-



( 35 )

Cod-Fillicry, whereby the Returns of it appear

to be (cxclufive of the Newfoundland Fifhery,

for all of which there is a fufficicnt Market)

above One Hundred Thoufand Pounds Sterling per

Annum. All this Fifh, except what is confumed

in America^ which is but an inconfiderable Part

of it, is exported to ^ ortugal, Spain, and haly^

and there fold for Gold, or Bills of Exchange

payable in Great- Britain, from whence Returns

are made to the Colonies in Englijh Goods -, (o

that tb roduce of the Filhcry, as well as the

Profit Oi furnilhing the Outfet of it, center in

the Mother-Country. ••* •' .•
, .' .•••' •

Befides this, a Whale-Filhery is carried on

within the Province of the Majfachufetts-Bayy

from whence confiderable Quantities of Oil are

yearly exported to England, perhaps to the A-
mount of I'wenty Thoufand Pounds Sterling, or

more annually, the prime Coft in New-England,

The Profits of thefe Fiiheries are the more

beneficial, as they are gained out of the Sea, (a

Fund not to be exhaufted) and find Employ-

ment for a great Number of Hands, many of

which might be ufelefs, or but of fmall Account

on Shore ; as is found to be the Cafe of moft

Countries with Refped to the Refufe Part of

their Inhabitants : And Fifheries are more par-

ticularly advantageous to a Maritime Power, as

they breed up the befl of Sailors. The Cod-

F'ifliery of Nezv- England has therefore been ever

juftly efleemed a good Nurfery of Seamen for

the Royal Navy, and it has the Advantage even

- . . ,

.
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of the / // Colliery in this RcfpecSl, thaf

wherca* tt ^>r twelve Hands are fufiicicnt to

navigate a Lollicr oF a large Burthen, as great

a Number of Hands is neceffary to be employed

on Board a Fifhing-VelFel of fifty Tons, for na-

vigating it, and catching and curing the Fifh -y

all of whom may be reckoned good Seamen, or

at lead very fit for immediate Service on Board

the King's Ships. '
'

- The next Remark relates to the Naval Stores ;

Every Species of thefe is of the Growth and

Produce of the N^yrthern Colonics. The Royal

Navy is almoft wholly fupplied from the Pro-

vince of the Majj'achufetts-Bay and New-Hamp-

Jhire^ with Mafts, Yards and Bowfprits ; as thtf

Shipping oi England in general is with Pitch and

Tar from Carolina,

Upon this Article it may be obferved, that it

IS an invaluable Advantage to a Maritime Power

to have its Naval Stores of the Produce of its

own Dominions, independent of a Foreign State,

and not liable to be cut off from them by the

Accident of War^ or Prohibition of the Prince,

in whofe Dominion they muft be purchafed :

To have them likewife imported in its own
Shipping, at reafonable Rates, and in Exchange

for its own Manufaftures.

. The Difference between being dependent upon

a foreign Power for any of thefe Stores, and

having them of the Growth of the Brttijh Ter-

ritories, is remarkable in the Article of Tar.

When Great-Britain was obliged to take that

Species

i
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J^pecles from the Northern Powers, the Price of

it rofe to ^hree Pounds Sterling per Barrel i and

Sweden in the Year 1710 rcfufed to let it be ex-

ported in Englijh Veflels*. This Impofitioa

occafioned a Bounty to be given by Parliament

for the Encouragmcnt of raifing Tar in the

Englijh Colonies in Norih-America, the Eflfedl of

which has been to lower the Price of it to a

tenth Part of what was before given •, and to be

paid for to Subjeds of Great-Britain in Britijh

Manufadures, inftcad of being paid for to Fo*

f reigners in Silver and Gold.

Great-Britain mpy likewife in Time be fup-

plied from her Northern Colonies with Bar-Iron,

Hemp and Pot-Alh. Pot-Afli has been made
in New-England, and that of the beft Quality,

and imported from thence to England : And was
• the Method of making it publickly known,

Great-Britain might be fupplied from her Colo-

nies in North-America with her whole Confump-
tk)n of that Article.

The next Remark relates to the rich Com-
modities of Furrs, Tobacco §, and Rice, which

are the Produce of thefe Colonies. There is

likewife a fair Profpedfc of Carolina's raifing fuf-

ficient Plantations of Mulberry-Trees foir the

Produdlion of Raw-Silk ; they have already got

to a confiderable Perfedion in raifing and mak«

• Vide Preamble to the AS of 3d and 4th of (^ Anne,

cap. 10.

^ There are about S;,ooo HogOieads of Tobacco ex-

ported annually from Virginia and Maryland.
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5ng Indigo : It's Oranges arc found to be near

as good as thofc of Seville \ and it is not to be

doubted but that the Climate and Soil of the

Britift) Northern Colonics is capable of produc-

ing a Variety of Wines that may vie with thole

of Europe.

The next Thing to be remarked is, that the

Lumber, Horfes and Fifli (not to mention the

Flower and Pork) with which North-America

fupplies the Sugar Colonies, are neceflary for

carrying on the Sugar Works in the Plantations

there, and for the Subfiftcnce of their Negroes,

fo that the Support of thefe Iflands depends up-

on that of the Engliftj Northern Colonics : Were
thofe to be loft, the Sugar Iflands, independent

of their being conquered by the French, would

foon languifh and decay to fuch a Degree as to

be of little Service to the Mother-Country.

The laft Remark to be made is, that the

Prince, who holds PoflefTion of the Englijh Co-

lonies in North-America, will be in a Condition

to keep the Sovereignty of the Atlantic Ocean,

through which the homeward bound Trade from

the Eaft and Weft Indies generally pafTes : This

evidently appears from the Extent of the Sea-

Coaft, which the Colonies of North-America take

up, abounding with moft commodious Har-

bours, from whence the Ships palling through

thofe Seas, may be intercepted. France moft

fenfibly felt the EfFc6ls of it during the laft

War in the Captures made hy xhtEngajh of their

Trade in general, rctuiining from thofe pjirts :

,.,; And

II
:
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And it is well known that the Harbour of Louif-

bourg is the Rendezvous of the French Eajl-India

atid South-Sea Trade in their Paflliuc Home to

France. It is evident from what has been men-
tioned, how much the Shipping, Trade and

Maritime Power of Great-Britain^ mull be in-

creafed by the Advantages arifmg to her from

her Colonics in North ylmerica : And on the

other Hand, how much her Power would be di-

miniflied, and that of France aggrandized, if flie

Ihould ever happen to lofe them to the French.

The Obfervation therefore, which has been

inade by fome. That England maintained her

Power and Sovereignty at Sea before fhe was

augmented with her Colonies, and therefore may
as well fupport it now without them, is ill-

founded. It is true, was the Confcquence of

her lofjng them only to be, that they would be-

come vacant, or which is the fame Thing with

Refpeft to the Powers in Europe, be occupied

only by Indian Savages, (wiiich was the State of

North- /America before the Englijh and French en-

tered into PoflelTion of it) Great-Britain, though

much weakened by the Lofs of her Colonies,

might Hill (fuppofing the Marine of France to

be as much inferior in all other Refpedls to that

of Great- Britain, as it was before the two Crowns

acquired their refpedive PoflelTions in North-

America) fupport her Power at Sea in the fame

State (he did before the Acquifition of them.

But that is not the Cafe ; if the Englijh fhould

lofe Pofleflion of them, the French would gain

D Its
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it i and the Qucilion is, What Aheration in the

Stitc of Power this Change might make to the

Prejudice o( England i and whether the French

^

after England had fuffered this Diminution in her

Trade and Maritime Strength, would not by

their Acquifition of it, in Addition to the Re-

fources of Weahh and Power which France al-

ready has in herfelf and her yfw^/V^w Territories,

have laid a fure Foundation for a general and

lading Dominion by Sea as well as Land ? Un-
doubtedly if this Ihould ever be the Cafe, the

Trade and Commerce of France, and with it her

Naval Power, would increafe to fuch a Degree

of Superiority over that of Great- Britain, as

muft entirely deftroy her Commerce, reduce her

from her prefent State of Independency to be at

laft nothing more than a Province of France.

The French Court are very fcnfible of this, and

have long been purfuing fuch Meafures as may
finally bring about this Event, tho' perhaps at

a diftant Time.

With this View, Maps of this Country have

been from Time to Time publifl.ed under the

Direftion of that Court, in every later one of

which they have been making greater Excifions

of his Majcfty'* Territories, and tacking them
to thofe of the Grand Monarch •, and at the

fame Time adually taking Pofleflion of them,

fettling and fortifying upon them.

Upon the whole, it is evident that the French

have been, and are now, in manifeft Violation

of tjic moft folemn Treaties, making the moft

hoftilc
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hoftile Encroachments upon his Majcfty's un*

doubted Territor. s.

That the Confcqucnces of thefe Encroach-

ments, if the French are fufFercd to keep Pofief-

fion of them, and ftrengthen thcmfclvcs in them,

will be i

1. The engrolTing tlie whole of the Furr-

Trade of North-America to thcmfelves.

2. The attaching all the Indians fcattcred thro*

that vaft Continent upon the Back of all the

EngliJJj Settlements to their Intereft.

3. The employing thofe Indians when thug

attached to them, even in Time of profound

Peace between the two Crowns, to annoy any

or all his Majcfty's Colonies, as may bell fcrvc

their Purpofes.

4. That they will one Day make tlicmfelves

^afters of all the Briiijh Colonies in North-Ame-

rica.

That thefe Colonies arc of ftich Confequence

to the Trade, Wealth and Naval Power of

Great- Britain, and will in future Time make fo

much larger Additions to it, that whilft fhe

keeps them entire, fhe will be able to maintain

not only her Independency, but her Superiority

as a Maritime Power. And on the other ^and,
fhould Ihe once lofe them, and the French gain

them, Great-Britain herfelf muft ncceffarily be

reduced to an abfolute Subjcdion to the French

Crown, to be nothing moic than a Province of

hrance,

D 2 ' O B-
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OBSERVATIONS
CONCERNING THE

Increase of Mankind,

Peopling of Countries^ ^c.

1 . F^^"^A B L E S of the Proportion of Mar-

y^ T ^ riages to Births, of Deaths to Births,

k-^^^jul °^ Marriages to the Numbers of In-

habitants, &c. formed on Obfer-

vations made upon the Bills of Mortality,

ChriRenings. &c. of populous Cities, will not

fuit Countries •, nor will Tables formed on Ob-
fervations made on full fettled old Countries, as

Europe, fuit new Countries, as America.

2. For People increafe in Proportion io the

Number of the Marriages, and that is greater in

Proportion to the Eale and Convenience of fup-

porting a Family. "When Families can be eafily

fupported, more Perfons marry, and earlier in

Life.

3- In
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3. In Cities, where all Trades, Occupations

and Offices are full, many delay marryi-'ig, till

they can lee how to bear the Charges of a Fa-

mily j which Charpes arc greater in Cities, as

Luxury is more common -, many live Tingle

during Life, and continue Servants to I'r.inilies,

Journeymen to Trades, &c, hence Cities do

not by natural Generation fupply themlelves

with Inhabitants j the Deaths are more than the

Births.

4. In Countries full fettled, the Cafe muft

be nearly the fame-, all Lands being occupied

and improved to the Heighth •, tliofe who can-

not get Land, mufl; labour for others that have

it; when Labourers are plenty, their V/ages

v/ill be low J by low Wages a Family is fup-

f orted with Difficulty -, this Difficulty deters

many from Marriage, who therefore long con-

tinue Servants and fingle.— Only as the Cities

take Supplies of People from the Country, and

thereby make a litdc more Room in the Coun-

try, Marriage is a little more encour iged there,

and the Births exceed the Deaths. '
.

• 5. Europe is generally full fettled with Huf-

. band men, Manufadurers, &c. and therefore

cannot now much increafe in People : Jwerica

is chiefly occupied by Fndmtis, who fubfift moft-

ly by Hunting. But as the Hunter, of all

Men, requires the greateil Qiiantity of Land

from whence to draw his Subfulence, (:he Huf-

bandman fubfifting on much lefs, the Gardener

. .
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on ftill Icfs, and the Mariufaflurer requiring

leaft of all) the Europeans found America as fully

fettled as it well could be by Hunters ; yet thcfe

having large Tradts, were eafily prevailed on to

part with Portions of Territory to the new

Comers, who did not much interfere with the

Natives in Hunting, and furnifhed them with

many Things they wanted.

6. Land being thus plenty in America^ and

fo cheap as that a labouring Man, that under-

ftands Hufbandry, can in a fhort Time favc

Money enough to purchafe a Piece of new Land
fufficient for a Plantation, whereon he may fub-

fifu a Family \ fuch are not afraid to marry \ for

if they cv^en look far enough forward to confidcr

how their Children when grown up are to be

provided for, they fee that more Land is to be

had at Rates equally eafy, all Circumftanccs

confidered.

7. Hence Marriages in America are more ge-

neral, and more generally early, than in Europe.

And if it is reckoned there, that there is but one

Marriage per Annum among loo Perfons, per-

haps we may here reckon two ; and if in Europe

they have but four Births to a Marriage (many
of their Marriages being late) we may here rec-

kon eight, of which if one half grow up, and

our Marriages are made, reckoning one with

another at twenty Years of Age, our People

muft at leaft be doubled every twenty Years.

8. But notwithftanding this Increafe, fo vaft

is the Territory of North-America^ that it will

require
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inquire many Ages to fettle it fully j and till it

is fully fettled, Labour will never be cheap

here, where no Man continues long a Labourer

for others, but gets a Plantation of his own, no

Man continues long a Journeyman to a Trade,

but goes among thofc new Settlers, and fets up
for himfelf, &c. Hence Labour is no cheaper

now, in Penjyhania, than it was thirty Years

ago, tho* fo many Thoufand labouring People

have been imported.

9. The Danger therefore of thefe Colonies

interfering with their Mother Country in Trades

that depend on Labour, Manufadures, &c. is

too remote to require the Attention of Great-

Britcin.

10. But in Proportion to the Increafe of the

Colonies, a vaft Demand is growing for Britijh

Manufactures •, a glorious Market wholly in the

Power of Britain, in which Foreigners cannot

interfere, which will increafe in a (hort Time
even beyond her Power of fupplying, tho* her

whole Trade (hould be to her Colonies : There-

fore Britain Ihould not too much reftrain Ma-
nufactures in her Colonies. A wife and good
Mother will not do it. To diftrefs, is to weaken,

and weakening the Children, weakens the whole

Family.

11. Befides if the Manufadures oi Britain (by

Reafon of the American Demar d») ftiould rife too

high in Price, Foreigners who can fell cheaper

will drive her Merchants out of Foreign Markets •,

D 4 Foreign
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Foreign Manufadlures wiill thereby be encou-

raged and increafed, and confequently foreign

Nations, perhaps her Rivals in Power, grow

more populous and more powerful; while her

own Colonies, kept too low, are unable to aflift

her, or add to her Streifj^th.

12. 'Tis an ill-grounded Opinion that by the

Labour of Slaves, Ancrica may poflibly vie in

Cheapnefs of Manufa6lures with Britain. The
Labour of Slaves can never be lb cheap here as

the Labour of working Men is in Britain. Any
one may compute it. Intereft of Money is in

the Colonies from 6 to 10 per Cent. Slaves one

with another cofl: 30/. Sterling per Head. Rec-

kon then the (ntereft of the firft Purchafe of a

Slave, the Infurance or Rifque on his Life, his

Cloathing and Diet, Expences in his Sicknefs

and Lofs of Time, Lofs by his Negledl of Bu-

finefs (Neglect is natural to the Man who is not

to be benefited by his own Care or Diligence),

Expence of a Driver to keep him at Work, and

his pilfering from Time to Time, almoft every

Slave being by Nature a Thief, and compare the

whole Amount with the Wages of a Manufac-

turer of Iron or Wool in England., you will fee

that Labour is much cheaper there than it rver

can be by Neoroes here. Why then will Jme-

ricans purchafe Slaves? Becaufe Slaves may be

kept as long as a Man pleafes, or has Occafion

for their Labour*, while hired Men are continu-

ally leaving their Mailer (often in the midft

'. •
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of his Bufinefs,) and fetting up for themfelves.

§. 8.

13. As the Incrcafe of People depends on

the Encouragement of Marriages, the follow-

ing Things muft diminifli a Nation, viz. i.

The being conquered •, for the Conquerors will

ingrofs as many Offices, and exadl as much
Tribute or Profit on the Labour ot the con-

quered, as will maintain them in their new E-

ftablifhment, and this diminifliing the Subfift-

ence of the Natives difcourages their Marriafres,

and fo gradually diminiflies them, while the Fo-

reigners increafe. 2. Lofs of Territory. Thus

the Britons being driven into PFaJes^ and crowd-

ed together in a barren Country infufHcient to

fupport fiich great Numbers, diminifhed till the

People bore a Proportion to the Produce, while

the Saxons increafed on their abandoned Lands •,

'till the Ifland became full of Englijh. And
were the Englifh now driven into IVales by fomc

foreign Nation, there would in a few Years be

no more Englijhmcn in Britain^ than there are now
People in Wales. 3. Lofs of Trade. Manu-
factures exported, draws Subfiftence from fo-

reign Countries for Numbers \ who are thereby

enabled to marry and raife Families. If the

Nation be deprived of any Branch of Trade,

and no new Employment is found for the People

occupy'd in that Branch, it will foon be depriv-

ed of fo many People. 4. Lofs of F'ood. Sup-

pofe a Nation has a Fifhery, which not only

I employs
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employs great Numbers, but makes the Food
and Si^bfillence of the People cheaper: If ano-

ther Nation becomes Mafter of the Seas, and

prevents the Fifhery, the People will diminifli

in Proportion as the Lofs of Employ, and Dear-

nefs of Provifion makes it more difficult to fub-

fift a Family. 5. Bad Government and infecurc

Property. People not only leave fuch a Coun-
try, and fettling abroad incorporate with other

Nations, lofe their Native Language, and be-

come Foreigners-, but the Induflry of thofe that

remain being difcouraged, the Quantity of Sub-

(iftence in the Country is Icflened, and the Sup-

port of a Family becomes more difficult. So

heavy Taxes tend to diminifh a People. 6. The
Introdudlion of Slaves. The Negroes brought

into the Englifh Sugar IQands, have greatly

diminifhed the Whites there; the Poor are by

this Means deprived of Employment, while a

few Families acquire vaft Eftates, which they

fpend on foreign Luxuries, and educating theif

Children in the Habit of thofe Luxuries -, the

fame Income is needed for thq Support of one,

that might have maintained one Hundred. The
Whites who have "Slaves not labouring, are en-

feebled, and therefore not fo generally prolific -,

the Slaves being work'd too hard, and ill fed,

their Conftitutions are broken, and the Deaths

. among them are more than the Births •, fo that

a continual Supply is needed from Africa, The
•Northern Colonies having few Slaves cncreafe

in

r
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in Whites. Slave* alfo pejorate the Families

that ufe them •, the white Children become proud,

difgufted with Labour, and being educated in

Idlcncfs, are rendered unfit to get a Living by

Induftry. • •
.

-

14. Hence the Prince that acquires new Ter-

ritory, if he finds it vacant^ or removes the Na-
tives to give his own People Room ; the L^i-
flator that makes eflfe^tual Laws for promoting

of Trade, increafing Employment, improving

Land by more or better Tillage, providing more
Food by Fifheries, fecuring Property, (^c. and

the Man that invents new Trades, Arts or Ma-
nufadures, or new ImprovemenUJ in Hu(band-

ry, may be properly called Fathers of their Na^-

tion, as they are the Caufe of the Generation

of Multitudes by the Encouragement they afford

to Marriage.

15. As to Privileges granted to the married,

(fuch as the Jus trium JJberorum among the Ro-

mans) they may haften the filling of a Coun-
try tViat has been thinned by War or Peftilencc,

or that has otherwifc vacant Territory, but can-

not increafe a People beyond the Means provid-

ed for their Subfiftence.

16. Foreign Luxuries and necdlefs Manu-
fadtures imported and ufed in a Nation, do, by
the fame Reafoning, increafc the People of the

Nation that furnilhes them, and diminifh the

People of the Nation that ufcs them.——Laws
therefore that prevent fuch Importations, and

oa
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on the contrary promote the Exportation of

Manufadtures to be confumed in foreign Coun-

tries, may be called (with Refpeft to the People

that make them) generative Laws, as by increaf-

ing Subfiftence they encourage Marriage. Such

Laws likewife ftrengthen a Country doubly, by

increafing its own People and diminifhing its

Neighbours.

17. Some Eurepean Nations prudently refufe

to confume the Manufadures of Eajl- India :^^

They Ihould likewile forbid them to their Co-

lonies -, for the Gain to the Merchant is not to

be compared with the Lofs by this Means of

People to the Nation.

18. Home Luxury in the Great, increafes

the Nation's Manufafturcrs employed by it, who
are many, and only tends to diminifh the Fami-

lies that indulge in it, who are few. The great-

er the common faihionable Expence of any Rank
of People, the more cautious they are of Marri-

age. Therefore Luxury fhould never be fuffer-

cd to become common. rr r

19. The great Increafe of Offspring in parti-

cular Families, is not always owing to greater

Fecundity of Nature, but fometimes to Exam-
ples of Induftry in the Heads, and indultrious

Education -, by which the Children are enabled

to provide better for themfelves, and their mar-

rying early is encouraged from the Profped ot

good Subfiftence. •: - ••> f.

20. If
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20. If there be a Se»5t therefore, in our "Na*

tion, that regard Frugality and Induftry as re-

ligious Duties, and educate their Children there-

in, more than others commonly do ; fuch Scdl

muil confcquently increafe more by natural Ge-

neration, than any other Sc6l in Britain.'-^

21. The Importation of Foreigners into a

Country that has as many Inhabitants as the

prefent Employments and Provifions for Subfift-

ence will bear, will be in the End no Increafe of

People, unlefs the New-comers have more In-

duftry and Frugality than the Natives, and then

they will provide more Subfiftencc and increafe

in the Country i but they will gradually eat the

Natives out.—Nor is it neceffary to bring in

Foreigners to fill up any occafional Vacancy in

a Country ; for fuch Vacancy (if the Laws are

good, § 14, 16) will foon be filled by natural

Generation. Who can now find the Vacancy

made in Sweden^ France, or other warlike Na-
tions, by the Plague of Heroifm 40 Years ago ;

in France, by the Expulfion of the Proteftants ;

in England, by the Settlement of her Colonies i

or in Guinea, by 100 Years Exportation of Slaves

that has blackened half America ?——The Thin-

nefs of Inhabitants in Spain, is owing to nation-

al Pride and Idlenefs, and other Caufes, rather

than to the Expulfion of the Moors, or to the

making of new Settlements.

2v2. There is in fhort no Bound to the proli-

fic Nature of Plants or Animals, but what is

made
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made by their crowding and interfering with

each other's Means of Subfiftence. Was the

Face of the Earth vacant of other Plants, it

might be gradually fowed and overfpread with

one Kind only ; as for Inftance, with Fennel -,

and were it empty of other Inhabitants, it miglit

in a few Ages be replenilhed from one Nation on-

ly ; as for Inftance, with Englijhmen. Thus thert

are fuppofed to be now upwards of one Million

J?«f/^ Souls m North-America, (tho' 'tis thought

fcarcc 80,000 have been brought over Sea) and

yet perhaps there is not one the fewer in BritatM,

but rather many more, on Account of the Em-
ployment the Colonies afford to Manufafturers

at Home. This Million doubling, fuppofe but

once in 25 Years, will in another Century be

more than the People of England, and the great-

eft Number of EngUpmen will be on this Side

the Water. What an Acccflion of Power to the

Britijh Empire by Sea as well as Land! What
Increafe of Trade and Navigation ! What Num-
bers of Ships and Seamen! We have been here

but little more than 100 Years, and yet the

Force of our Privateers in the late War, united,

was greater, both in Men and Guns, than that

of the whole Britijh Navy in Queen Elizabeth'^

Time.—'How important an Affair then to

Britain, is the pre lent Treaty for fettling the

Bounds between her Colonies and the French,

and how careful Ihould fhe be to fecure Room
enough, fmce on the Room depends i^ much
the Increafe of her People ?

2^. In
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tg. In fine, A Nation well regulated is like

^ Polypus J take away a Limb, its Place is foon

fupply'di cut it in two, and each deficient Part

Ihall fpeedily grow out of the Part remaining.

Thus if" you have Room and Subfiftence enough,

as you may by dividing, make ten Polypes ouc

of one, you may of one make ten Nations,

equally populous and powerful-, or rather, in-

creafe a Nation ten fold inNumbers and Strength.

And fince Detachments of EngliJIj from Bri-

tain fent to Americay will have their Places at

Home fo foon fupply'd and increafe fo largely

here -, why fliould the Palatine Boors be fufiered

to fwarm into our Settlements, and by herding

together eilablifli their L-anguage and Manoers

to the Exclufion of ours? Why Ihould Penfyl-

vanitj^ founded by the EvgliJ/j^ become a Colony

of Aliens, who v/ill Ihortly be fj numerous as to

Germanize us intlead of our An^lifying them,

and will never adopt our Language or Cuftoms^

any more than they can acquire our Complexion.

24. Which leads me to add one Remark:

That the Number of purely white People in the

World is proportionably very fmall. All Africa

is black or tawny, ylfia chiefly tawny. America

(exclufive of the new Comers) wholly fo. And
in Europe, the Spaniards, Italians, and French,

are generally of what we call a fwarthy C^^r^-

plexion; the more northern Nations with thr;

EngUflj, making the principal body of Whi cc

People on the Face of the Earth. I could wifh

their

t.
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•their Numbers were increafcd. And while uc
are, as I may call it, Scouring our Planet, by

clearin^ ylmerica ot Woods, and fo making this

Side of our (}lobc rcfledl a brighter Light to the;

Eyes ot Inhabitants in Mars or Venus^ why (hould

we in the Sight of Superior Beings, darken its

People ? why increafe the fons oiAfrica^ by Plant-

ting them in America^ where we have fo fair an

Opportunity, by excluding all Blacks and Taw-
neys, of increafing the lovely White and Red ?

But perhaps I am partial to the Complexion of

my Country, for fuch Kind of Partiality is natu-

ral to Mankind.
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