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REPORT of the Commrbsromn of INQUIRY into: the State or the
| North Amerzcan Provinces, 1830. '

‘ MY LORD, < . . ) London, 20 Janualy 1831. |
rlN compliance with- instructions from the. late Secretnry, Sir George Mmray,
dated 26th April 1830, I have visited the British Provinces in North America,
and have the honour to prcsent to’ your Lordslnp a Report of my procecdrnu»
thelem, ‘
And 1emmn yom Loxds}nps most, obedient and very humble servant,
| J. Richards.
10 the Right Hon. V rscount Godcu(.h :
Principal Sccretar) of State for the’ Colomal
Department, &e. &c &,c. |

UPPER CANADA

I sarLeD from Portsmouth on the 4th May, wid New York; but’ owing to

) long passage, and bad state of the roads through the Genessee country, dld not

arrive at, York, in Upper Canada, till the. 22d June. My principal object in that
journey, was to_cbtain a comparative view of the American prnces of . Iabou:,
modes of settling, &c., with:those of the British Colonies. ‘

1 mrmedratel) dehvered my letter to Sir J ohn’ Colborne, who mtroduced me to

the heads of depﬁrtments, with, dircctions to furmsh me with all the information in “
their power, and during my whole stay in his province, I received from him all the

‘assrstance which . his zeal and advice could contnbute to the objects of my
mission.

At the Qurvevor-generals Ofﬁce 1 leamed that the quantlty of land in the sir-
veyed townships must have been. somewhere-about fourteen and a half millions of

~acres, nearly seven times the clergy reserves, or 2,071,375 acres,. it_having been
“the practice to reserve one-seventh for the clergy and one-seventh for the Crown,
" in single separate lots, of 200 acres each and that the surveyed townshxps would

appear thus :

AZK"“ ‘<<‘
4‘:&#4 .

‘ S ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ Acrc:.
Granted' pnor to18og - - - - . - - el 4,5‘00,000
" Granted since 1804 -+ - = - - - .. -| 3800,000
Remalmno ungranted - - = - - e . 1,537,439
Lo be settled by Colonel Talbot - - - - e 302,420
Crown 'md clergy reservcs, two-sevenths B - - 4,142,750
Acres ‘14,2‘8‘2,609

A great. ptoportron of . the Crown reserves. have been sold to the Canada |
Company, and a very valuable _part of ‘them given to the University, in exchange -
for ummpxoved tow nslups, from wlnch it already recelves a revenue: of 1 Gool pe1

‘anpum, |
- But' from ‘the ‘most. accurate calculatxon whlch we could afterwards mal\e, it
. appears that there may -be - about:five million acres, or more, open for settlement,

‘without' going’ ‘north" of the back lme, nhere a. furthcr tract of seven or c_mht '

rmlhons may be found
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Tlie‘rough‘smtenmnt, in large bodies, is, | |

. . o ‘ | ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ Acres,

[ townships not surveyed, from Luther toZero - - - . ‘73%,000 B

" 1n the Newcastle district, and joining the Home ditto - - - | . 550,000

- In the Western district, west of the Canada Company - - 350,000

" In the London district, north of the Canada Company - =+ - | . 340,000
- -1 2,500,000

- In ditto, not yet purchascd from the Chippewa Indians, say

Acres | 4,470,000

“Aid as I understand this does not include the lots remaining ungranted, in
the surveyed townships . before-mentioned, it is fair to presume that between
five and sis millions of acres may be made ultimatcly availablein this province.

The general size of a township 1s 69,000 acres, 12 miles by nine;. say with nine
lines of nine miles each, called concession lines, 400 rods ‘apart, upon each of
which a narrow line for a road is reserved.  There are also two cross or check lines,
- of 12 miles. each, at right angles to the concession lines, and three miles apart, -

upon which the corners of the lots are marked, 80 rods apart; thus 400 rods decp,
with S0 rods front, gives 200 acres to each lot, with a road in front and rear
ofit.. o ‘ - ‘

. Such was the original plan by which the whole province was settled. L

The Surveyor-gencral's Office was in good order, and well kept, upon.the.
principles. of its first establishment; but I should think the system capable of
_simplification, both as regards the office and mode of giving location tickets, &e..
. These tickets contain the duties required by a settler ; viz. to clear and fence five
acres for every 100; to ercct a dwelling-house, 16 feet by 20; and to clear half
“the road in front of each lot. The whole to be performed within'two years.

" The Commissioner of Crown lands, who superintended the emigration of 1823
- and 1825, showed me also SirJ. Colborne’s instructions for settling the township of
Ops, which was begun last year.. These scttlers had a housc or shanty built for
cach, which only costs about 30 5., and were supplied with provisions, not to exceed
two months to any one family 5 in consequence of which, 39 lots, of 100 acres eacl,
were taken up by the 15th October; and the township, before vacant, then con-
“tained 127 souls. The whole expense incurred is about 400/ or 34 2. 64d. per:
" head. " His expense for the emigration of 1823, deduction made for' cost of

passage out, was 151 8s. 9 d. per head, and in 1825 was 134 115, 84d. B
The township of Ops goes on prosperously, and ceases to be an expense. In this
;Ease, the Jand was sold to the settler at 4s. per acre, payable in five years, clear of
The province of Upper Canada appears to have been considered by Government
2$ a land-fund, to reward meritorious servants. ' Lots are given to reduced officers;
say, 1,200 acres to a colonel, 1,000t0 a major, 800 to a captain, 500 to alieutenant,
200 to a serjcant and 100 to a disbanded soldier, and to the U. E. Loyalists, their
sons and daughters, 200 acres cach, - . o ‘ o
‘When it is considercd that these grants have been dealt out most liberally for
50 many successive years, some owned by people living in Europe, and some by
~ _yesidents in the province, who have bought them up, itis not surprising that so
. large a portion of it is now beyond the control of Government, - o
The Canada Company, after some doubts of their being satisfied with the pur-
chase, appear to be going on with it ; the general opinion is, that they will in the .
end make it profitable; but that much time must clapse hefore their receipts can
come round. It would be very desirable if ‘the large tracts adjoining their’s could -
be also disposed of to individuals or companies, who might then act in unison with
them ; whereas, if His Majesty’s Government were to open sales in this quarter, at |
“the same rate as elsewhere, they would undersell and injure the Canada Company ;
dnd if they sold at the same rate as the Canada Company, Goverument would
become unpopular. o ‘ K R _ :
It has been the custom to exact fees upon grants of land, leases, surveys, patents,
~ &c. from the first setticment of the province. These were probably originally imposed |
~ upon expectation of the conveyance of large bodies of land, but when applied to
settlement by retail, are onerous.and hard. I observe with great-pleasure the steps
~ taken of late to get rid of them. An entirc abrogation cannot fuil to. increase
the popularity of His Majesty’'s Governinent, and the comfort of_ the new settler ;
and when cffected, it may be more than met by an extra charge upon the land.
o - . ‘ ‘ o ‘ Having
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* Having obtained these gencral ideas of the state and. condition of the land- -
granting departments, 1 procceded to travel through the provinee, and made journics'

~in the whole of above 500 miles, O

My first journey was from York ‘to ‘Newmarket, and the landing upon” the o

- Holland River, which we descended to Lake Simcoe, and went- about six miles
upon the lake, or 50 miles north of York.  The road along which we passed,

called Young Street, is one of - the parallel roads originally luid out in the township, -

“and it has the appearance of -a street, as the houses generally face-cach other upon
a straight road, of even' width, and are mostly u quarter of a mile-apart. The cross-

roads arc inferior, and all at right angles ; so thatthere are no small groups of houses -

formed by .the concurrence -of ronds, which are the natural sceds of villages-and

- towns, |

The -whole province is laid out in this way. We found about. three-fourths of
these lots occupied, and in-good order, for their sort of agriculture’; fields of
‘wheat generally from 15 to 30 acres, Somnctimes,” by the lots adjoining cach other,

50.0r Go acres of wheat are seen- together. .

" There was a scttlement of. a species of Quakers, from' some part of Pennsylvania, of-

. about 30 years old ; & very flourishing village, in the centre of about 300 acres clearéd;;
but this was on & parallel'strect. “'We 'were told that 25 or 30 bushels was the'average

- produce of wheat per acre. A man upon Lake Simcoe assured me that he once:

had 371 bushels from seven acres; and I was. pointed - out-the residence of
a farmer who sent 135 barrels of flour -to warket last year. ' The soil seemed
peculiarly favourable to wheat, ‘and’ the peas, flax ‘and barley all looked well.
About one-fourth of the land: was of ‘inferior quality and unoccupied.” Near New-
* market, where the land was best, pgrain had been sown upon the same- ground for’
15 or 16 years successively, without injury to it. Our ascent was so moderate
that the face of tlic country looked like an immense plateau ; but the land’s height

must be some hundred fect above the lake.  The strip of settlement on.this road =

presented -an interminable_vista of from half a mile to 2 mile and a half wide;
and the streams crossing it had formed such deep gullies us. to be passable only.at
‘great cxpense. * We met several waggon loads of flour on their way to York. -

" The lots of 200 acres, partly improved and with buildings, scll, from 5004 to
1,000/ currency. We saw one, with inferior buildings, which sold under the
hammer last yearfor 675/ cash. . R I S

- My next journey was to'the western part of the provinee, by Burlington Bay
and Hamiltou ; thence through Ancaster, Brandtford, Simeoe,.and the Long-Point
" country to- Colonel Tulbot's} thence to. London upon. the Thames, and back by
“anorthern road to Brandtford ; thence by Hamilton:and the Dundas-street Road to

- York ; making a distance, in the \i'holg,r of above 300 miles,

"The canal at Burlington Bay was open, and: we passed. throughit. At Huxﬂilt’on,
‘the county town of Gore district, is a handsome stone’ court-house. ~The town is

" well luid out and flourishing.  After ascending the mountain ‘(a ‘contintation of the
- Queen’s Town or Niagara ridge) above 1250 feet high, the view to the-north and .
north-west preséuts’ an uninterrupted level, likea sea horizon, and suggests the idea

‘of the formation of this country, as, from the gradual subsiding of water from.thec
bottom of some vast lake. . The soil is chiefly of alluvial deposit, with less stone than.

1 have ever seen elsewhere. ~ Such is the general character of ‘the country between

" the Lakes Huron, Erie, and Ontario; and; only of inferior ‘quality 'where sivamps
or 'the.sandy principle predominates; in all’
soil as-any in Americe, orinthe world. ** . . 00 o T T

" On our road to, Ancaster we passed the residence of ‘a farmer who had pur-

‘chased 11 farms, of 200 acres each, with the procceds of his, agricultural produce,

and"had " sold " from 2,000 to' 3,000 bushels of wheat annually. "'A" gentleman .

who owns'a'millin- this- district gave me the information, and “assured ‘'me that

when' hie-came to it in 1824 there was not above 10,000 bushels ‘6f ‘wheat shipped

annually’ from Burlington: Bay, and now' they "expect 150,000 to be shipped in the
~present year.' This astonishing increase he attributes;to the adinission of colonial

‘whiat Tnto* England at a low.duty; aid" the "confining the West-India‘trade’ to-the

North American provinces. . Before thesc changes, wheat sold at half’ a dollar per
bushel; and .since it has" generally-at a'dollar ‘or’more, and he ,considers it a safe

and good business to'the’ furmer:to ‘pay 12 dollars pg't:’vﬂxﬁodtli‘j €¢a§cs,"‘ifiﬁgl’féat"dan‘ ‘

R 3o L - . ! RIS BRITR SV PR ATTE S I bt
e sold” at three-quarters of a dollar per bushel, 0 770 7

~oAtiBrandtford we:attended an examination of ‘yomi;rgi E\’Iolx’a’\yk‘iIridiim"fséholeir“s,

who ‘performed with- credit, to-themselves and- their clergyman, :who says that they .
o o ST T are
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~are regular in their attendance at charch, where about 300 of the tnbe usua])y,
| ‘nasemblc on. Sundays. They showed me the communion. plate and Bible
‘presented by order'of Queen Anne, 1710. A large reservation is macletm them and.
other [ndiuns upon’ the Grand River, ‘of pcrhaps 50 or (0,000.acres.  Some farms
~are under g §ood cultivation in their own hands; others arc’ leton leases. The site
of Brandttord was just laid out in town lots, from which they hoped to realize
above 100,000 dollars, © In fact their concerns are well managed and, the
Licutenant-Governor seems purticularly careful, of them, ‘ .

IFrom Simcoe -to Otter Creck, and generally through the Long-Point country,.
the land appcared. poor und sandy ; but it is said to yleld from 16 to, 20 bushels-
of wheat on an average per acre; and that o.fter two or thlee crops it was‘
necessary to lay it down in grass, ‘

From Otter Creck to Colonel Talbot's the Jand and crops wete_as. fine .as

~possible; the growth of the woods of the. wvery first quality ;. black. walnut.
abundant ; new houses and barns, either ‘building or ﬁmshed good roads,.in-
straight lines, the openings about a mile wide, &c. ~ This is suid to be,the.case all
alonrr the South Talbot Road to Sandwich, for- about 150, miles, and that the North.
" Talbot Road is nearly as long, so that Colonel Talbot must have made.from 250.
“to 300 miles of road in all.  Heis rigid in the exaction of settlm" duues, and
exhibits the best if not the only good roads.in the, .province, .

We found Colonel Talbot’s house apon a beuutiful commandma eminence, of,
about 120 feet high, overlooking Lake Lrie. Although bis settlement was begun
before the late war with Amenca, it was then so much broken in upon that he did
not restore it till 1817. He has located in the whole about 30,000 souls, or 6,600

 families ; he makes no' reservations, but allows the settler to choose his lot where

" he pleases, by which he will' secure all the advantages of .a dense popu)atxon. Hxs‘
Crown and clergy rescrves are inid outin Jarge. blocks. ‘

We saw. few settlers with less than 30 or 40 acres: cleared, some w:th 100; this
however is an old part of thesettlement..- The-cost of. clealmn land is about 12
dollars per acre, and monthly wages about 12 «dollars.. .

One gentleman assured me-that he hud 8o bushels of shelled corn to thc averaae
- acre; that he had grown ‘wheat 12 years in succession upon ‘the same land ; that
his last crop averaged 30 bushels to the acre ; that he considers 25 an average, and
40 a great crop: some.reckon the yield by the sheaf, and one - person ‘sald he
genexally expects six bushels' from 100 sheaves. " That last year, which was
a remarkably good yielding onc, they got nine and a half from 100 sheaves ;' and
“that one of h:s neighbours ‘threshed out- 71} bushels from 650 sheaves.' Therc is
an Agricultural Socwty establlshcd he:e, whxt.h among othcr premiums, offers one

for the best road before an) man’s lot. -

- A good deal of tobacco is now grown.in  the western pnrt of the pxovmre, ‘the.
“ acnelwxll give from 1,000 to 1, 200 lbs., and n; sold last year at'six- dollals per
100 lbs ‘
At Port Ta]bot they were loadmn' a: small vessel with whcat to g0 throuﬂh the
Welland Canal.
From thence to London the couutry is cqua\ly good and- well settled. - The ‘
Thames is a quick, clear river, of about 25 or 30 yards wide, with a’good budge
- overit. Thetown is quite new, not containing -above 40 or 50 houses, all’ of,

~ bright boards and shingles. The streets and gardens full of black stumps, &c.

They were buildinga church, ‘and had finished 2 handsome Gothic court-house,
\ wlncclll must have been a costly ‘work. The site of the town is fine and com-
. manding,

Retu%mng to Brandtford by the nmthern _route, the (.ountny averaged rather
better, as it ‘was more ‘springy, 'and better, suxted to’ grass,” and.the grain.crops
equally good; on this route we passed, in several places, througly more 'than
- 20 miles of unsettled land, held by absentees, and’ never were worsc ‘roads . any- :

where. This shuts up the settlcd "ountry completely, and the settlers must wait for
sleighing to get their produce to market and of course bear the loss of any inter-
mediate fall of prices.

Above 700,000 -acres were advernsed for sale this year by the’ shenﬁ' of the
- London district; and 100,000 ‘actually sold ; ‘this was .in consequence of a'late law
~of the prowncml Parliament to collect’ arrearages upon their tax.on wild lands.” |

From' . Hamilton we retumed to:York, . \by the Dundas-street Road ,,here'we
found- adlﬁ'erent soil, more clayey and tenaclous ; the grain . not. s0. tine, .but :the; .

L S grass‘
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prass excellent. This sort of soil in the. spring of the year, when the frost is going

~ out, is almost mellowed to decomposition, . and - the water wears: it away most -

P

. poverfully. - We saw gullies from 50 to 100 feet deep, which seem to have been 3

worn by the long-continued action'of- the streams, and are unsafe to.go down in.
carrlages, ... L | o
My next journey was to the Rice Lake, Peterborough, &e.: .

.

~ From Cobourg to the lake, through 'a well-watered country, undulating with
pleasant swells, the wheat, as usual, particularly fine. We travelled in a light -
- waggon. at about six miles an hour, on a-vroad 'which cost about one. dollar per rod.

'Saw some farins recently:sold, with improvements, to emigrants § one was pointed .
out, the possessor of which left England in March 1827, ‘and he took: his present.
farm with small improvements, - He had- growing- about 15 acres  of Indian' corn,
as fine as possible; about 15 of wheat; some in ‘oats; three or fourin grass;
potatoes to 'yield some hundred bushels ; and a fair proportion, of felled'land for his:
‘nexticrop. . This was an. Englishman- with very slender means, except. the labour of

two-full-grown sons; but his whole farm evinced: tact and good: management.  We: .
crossed the Rice-Lake, and ascended the Otonabee- River, for above 20. miles, to -
. Peterborough ;' a. fine river, which will lereafter be used: by steam-boats, with -

alight draft of water: thelandis generally'good, and favourable for settlement,
but-may be considered as cut of the’ market, by the ownership of absentees; whose’
residence is either unknown, or. who set forbidding prices upon’it: . We saw: & great
-many small openings, the relicts of former sham.settlements. .- .~ =
Peterborough is-the. settlement begun in 1825, by Mr. Robinson, who  then:

the head of ‘navigation, and with mill-power to ‘any éxtent; the: soil; is dry- and:
iravclly, upon a terrace of aboat. 20: feet above the river. " The townships:. of 'Ops,
<mily, Smith, Otonabee, &e. corner Lere; -and:nothing impedes its complete and:
Lrilliant success but: the pressure of absentee-ownership, as the number’ of 'vacant
lots do not exceed 300. - They have already asaw; flour and carding mills; distillery’
and. tannery, in ‘regular:work; -about: 60-houses 22 framed ‘budeings' of -sundry
kinds were erected within: the last.11 months.. “They have a plan for.a: steam-boat:

~ on the Jake,.to cost about 2,0004, of which: three-fourths is-already subscribed. - =

superintended-the emigration of some of ithe poorest: classes from ' Cork, whom he:
located here,and lived with: them‘above 12 months. - The place is>well selected’ at:

- The agent here thinks nearly 1,000 labourers-(preferring young' men) might find-

employment in.this and the eastern: part of the province.-. -

- He -visited a gentleman near. Cobourg, who attends'particulatly toithe. cultivation:

of hemp; he-had sowed @bout 35 acres in- different 'soils, sowing from 8o-or'go lbs..
or,about two ‘bushels peracre; 'some, inairich- part of :his-garden, we saw- eight

- and ten feet-high'; one. field of about one and- a:half acres, about seven: feet- high ;

. building.a.mill for. bruising:it.". .

" From Cobourg:to the Bay of Quirit‘é,"‘fthé; ‘rbétfds‘ wcne_‘.goed, the crobsf fair, the:

andin ithe other.. places, . generally..from four. and a half-to seven feet. - ‘He was-

I

~ country ‘well' watered, but"the land: evidently: weaker ‘and:apparently’ giving out.
" 'Ihe last 10 -miles was througha wilderness, all. taken -up' by military -grants «but:

~ a_reservation is-properly made:for the Crown, where ‘the. canal must - pass from the.
Bayof Quint® to Presqdsle,: The.distance is trifling and:the landow:: & 0.

date, but -evidently addicted ' too:. much: sto.:Jumbering. ' The whole" distance to

Kingston:is about 75 miles and:threesfourths, alougithis :beautiful" bay, “the:shores’

of ‘which :are 'all::settled, s and -exhibit. large: fields . of s wheat : ::the :farm-houses:
frequently with:good orchards ; . and:the points of:land-on:eitber. side run -in:long:
tonguesiinto- the bay,:so.as. towaryits.width-from one: to: ten.miles. v %7 -0y 7

. I.was informed' that owingito thesignorance.or unfaithfulness of the first surveyors;

the inhabitants were involved . in’ continual’ law-suits,.and- that. the: Legislature, 'io:-

 despair,-had:passed an :Act: to-confirm"all the original :surveys ; or,.in.otherwords, to

perpetuate.errors... < i x.

RNRT LR I R AT i ATAR S ,—‘V«‘ 5
Next day'we descended 'the:St.. Lawrence,-:stopped

P i N [ P
G g e Sl e

>

~.Thience to Prescott, &c..0 i 1

vl "

. the.Bay of Quint¥:settlement s the .oldest.in;Upper: Canada, .andwas: begun at’ .
the closeaf the revolutionary:;war. - ;We. ‘crossed .over -to. the:.mouth: of - the:River:

Trent, shich flews fromtheRice . Liake,: and is:said.can ‘be.-made: practicable for} -
steam-boats, though-at.much expense-;.thence to;Belleville, a meat village-of recent:

: -at: Gananocqui,’ where jare "
"the best:flour-mills.in the'province ;-then.at.Brockville, a.neat,.thriving,.new town,. -
* with several:handsome ‘stome-houses;: churches, -court-house, " &c. “and:about" 3,500- -
souls.” Ttis sipported by a rich back country, of the Perth and other settlements. .

A
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\Vlule on thcl.\kcs, 1 un(lu'stood there waere, upon Lake Eric, nbout 100 sml of
- American smull vessels, seven steam-boats, and eight sail of Lnn‘hsh small vesselss
and upon Lake Ontario about 100 sail .of English small vessels,- “seven steam- bm\t»;,'
30 or40 American small vnsscls, and two American steam-boats, -

The Welland Canal is now open, und in operation for vessels drawing seven and
a half fect water, with its minimum width of 56 fect. Itis'27 miles from luke to
luke, but udvantuwe being taken of the Rivers Chxppewa and Niagara, the conal is

~ only cut for sixteon miles and a half. Therc are 36 locks, which are 22 fect wide-

~and 100 feet long. The deepest cutting, is 50 feet, and the average of the decp
cut for two. mxlcb is 40 feet.  The dlﬂelc.m.e of levcl bctwecn the tw lukes lb
330 fect, | o

o cumunclmn with the W elland, some cchwmtnons on tlu. R.ld(,dll Canal appcar

nc.u.s::u:y, its primury object wus as a war communication, but. in a _scconilary
“point of view, us . peace one, its udvantage will be found not only. in_floating -
pnoducc and merchinndize between the two provinees, free of connection”or mterrup--

tion on the American boundary, but as it opens a line of scttlement to the north ‘
of it, by which t nunber of townships, lately openedy may be filled-up, and the: .
populutlon pushed along the centre of the province;and from its mouth another: ‘
lranch up the, Ottawa, m g north-w esterly dnectlon, will shoot out, and ultnnntely
- extend, itself to Lake Huron.

- At By Town, upon the ()ttawu, the scttlcment is mpldly mcneasmg, The steam-

“boat from Montreal g goes twice a week.  Townships north of this river are in request.:
Lumberers go 150 niiles above By Town. Ithas fewer rapids than the St. Lawrence, .

-and might be madc navigable some hundred miles from it.  This will be the shortest;

“route to the Huron, and 300 or 400 miles less to Pcnctangulbhene than b) Dc.trmt,

and all through our own territory.

- Very near to By Town there have been such extraordinar Y exertions in scttlm«r
a new country by one individual, that I.cannot pass them by unnoticed.

Mr. P. Wright came from W oobum, in Massacbusetts, in 1800, and took up lancls ‘
upon the Ottaua he brought. Clpl[d] and 25 labourers with him; since which he'
has cleared ;,.ooo acres, 0\\ ns four farins, employs 63 labourers and 33 mechanics

" and assistants, and makes 1,100 tons of hay annually, he has 756 acres in grain and. -

~ routs, with stock and pasturage in' proportion ; his buildings are valued at 18 227 L,

and the sun total of bis farms, stock, bmldmgs, & at 57,0684, 158, (See

a Report of the Comuitice to the Lc«nsluturc of Lower Canada, 1824:) And

- such has been the result of a conversion txom the wilderness-in 24 years, when the -
land might be considered as without value but tlm situation has possessccl advan-‘

tages of a very peculiar kind. :

On examining the sales.of the clerny reserves, I found that 13; oool was the
m 0ss amount of one year’s salcs, averaging about 1 5. the acre ; and the refiection

. whicls naturally arises is, to what value tlns beautiful. province might have -been:

a raised, under a-more cconomical management of .its land resources: and it would

be UlUUSt both to the late and. pxescnt govcmons, not to ‘mention this in ltS proper-
light, and attribute the errors to the old administrations. ~

In all recent military grants; conditions of ‘actual settlement are exacted or lands
proposed in.rear of the surveyed townships; but.I do not see how justice can be
doneto the province, without- the -establishment of a.court of escheat; to recover
' lands where conditions of scttlement bave not'been fulfilled 5 or by some legislative
‘enactment to dyaw from the . landowner such a proportion "of local unprovements
in roads, &c. as the public good requires. I found at the Surveyor-general’s Office,
that 81,200 -acres were assigned in loyalist and. military grants, in 1828 and 1829,
while at the satne time only 17,6?0 acres were taken up by settlers ; and' if we
suppose the settlement of. a new’ country: to. procecd in this pxoportlon, and ‘reflect
that ‘two-sevenths are reserved for ‘the Crown and - clergy, and besides a certain-
_ portion that is always unimprovable, the burden of labour for unavoidable objects, -
‘such as roads, bridges, &c., which is . bome by the resxdents, will fall too heavnlv

upon such a.scanty popu]atnon.

At Prescott we saw an.uncommon large stcam boat upon the- stocks, for Lake

‘ Ontano she was to carry 4,000 barrcls of flour, with two engmes of 140 horse :

power each and.she was to.be launched soon.
. .'The vshole population of Upper Canada may . be taken at above 200,000 but' :
I could not obtain information of -the number or elmcrrants arnvmg annuall_\,
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 IN descending the St. Lawrence and entering- Lower Canada, the. difference in

~ the crops, climate and agriculture. is - striking, and all ‘against’ the lower province;
‘but the inhabitants consider themselves us compensated for /their longer winter;:in

the heulth they enjoy.and the purity -of their.atmosphere::: It-ought-to be remarked,.

therefore, that in Upper Canada-as in the Genessee . country, and especially near

bodies of fresh water, the fever and ague is  complained of; and; in unhealthy’
| Zcusons, the autumnal bilious fever, so- frequent in'the middle parts of the United
tutes, ‘ ‘ S R A Y

«- Theagriculture tpon the St. Lawrence is for the most part upon the old French .

system, repeated upon the same fields without intermission, until they are quite
exhausted ; and-if the valley through which it flows had not been very fertiley the
inhubitants would have been long since driven back to the caltivation of new lands.,
- The-modc of settlement. upon - seigneuries, -the desire to-be near their church; the
plain, sociable, kind-hearted character of the :Canadians; all .conspire to.make them
cling together, as long as subsistence can be got : not ouly' the external customs,.
but”the -politeness of old France is digtinguishable at-once among these simple
peusants. | | b | .

Upon the 'island of Montreal ‘2 superior degree of agricultare is evident, and

I was jnformed it_arose from some English and Scotch: farmers having bought out -

: ’ ! 3 ‘ . ‘ ‘ . 2
the leases of the Canadians, and determined to live upon the seigneuries.

~ The seigneurs to whom lands: were ‘originally allotted by-the Crown, were

regarded, under the old French regime, more as agents: for the settlement of the *
province, than ‘barons for its defence or war.service; and-the Cunadian seigneur .

re-granted his leases, in perpetuity, at a rent certain, not to be raised ; and: whenever .
~ the icssce sold his lease to another, the seignear was- entitled: to one-twelfth of :the -
sale price, as an alienation fine; but to no fine by inheritance ;° so that the present
holders pay no imore as rent, than the sums. originally agreed. for, which.are mostly
light, from 10's. to 1 £ for the lot : o e

“On the other hand, the seigneur has his duties to.perform for.the benefit ‘of the

settlement.  Ile must build. a grist-mill,-and have it going, - or-able- to grind. every
weck-day in-the year, and he roust make:the-roads required by law. ,_t}ﬂl_xs tenant is
also obliged to’ grind his corn attheseigneur’s.mill.  These are the principal obliga-
tions between them; and-the size. of the farm. %.ranted"is;usually of: three arpents. in
front, by 30 decp, or rather under.70 acres.  The shape of these furms explains the-
* street-like appearance of all their settlements... ' . 0L 0 T
. It is curious'that.in’ Upper Canada the English: should. have adopted.the term |
concessions, and. laid out roads by the diagram, from the French, practice..,. /. ..

. o . . \

Whenever u seigneury-is-disposed of, an alienation fine of one-fifth sale’s:price is -

paid to the Crown ; thus the one-fifth to.the Crown.is called the King's quints, and .

~ the one-twelfthi to the seigneur, his lods -et wentes.

“'arrived at Quebec on the 6th of August, and presented my letter to- Sir James
Kempt, who immediately. sent circulars of introduction to the heads of.the: several,
- Crown-lund departments ; and with-anunabated strain:of kindness.and attention,in

" addition to-his practical experience, contributed - his utmost:to: my-assistance while in- |

Lower:Canada,- . . ...« ,
The Crown’s rights and interests in lands in Lower Canada, are,s < . 0~ .
15t. . Paramount’ rights over seigneuries granted to private 'individuals, upon

which.the Crown receives its quints on-sales. */ * - '~ C e
2d. Lands en roture, which the Crown as seigneur has ceded %o occupyiog -indi-

1

.

vidualy, and retains its ‘one-twelfths or-lods: et pccntcls. L
gd.: Townships granted in'free and common sacage.. *:.« . .« Lo
~4th. Ungranted lunds, grantable in any mannet it may please the Crown. '
By the: Inspector of the-King's:tevénue and estates, who had only been ' in office.
about two-years, I'was informed that alarge amount might be considered .due to
the Crown,- for unclaimed: mutation- fines:for the last 29 ‘years ; that in:1801 an-Act.

o

of the Provincial Legislature was'passed,: annulling-all fines then;dueto the'Crown .

upon, former’ alienations,’ but; confirming thiose' unpaid ‘upon' the'last’ sale, and-that.

the sum then accumulated.upon-many. yearsiof ‘negligence; must Have’ been large. -
“That of the. other:sum-above stated as having accrued-since- 1801, [ about “hall may ' -

*
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be considercd recoverable, &e. ' Butihavitg received-‘a; particular statement'from . -
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him of the concerns under bis care, 1 have presentccl & copy of 1t, lest‘ I should

have done him an injustice by using explanations of my own,

From the Commissioner of the Jesuits’ estates,” I learned that thcy are’ seven in
numbu, containing originally 793,342 -arpents, from which- deductmg, the amount
conceded. of 221,934 arpents, leaves 571,408, equal to 485,700 acres; remaining
grantable. - These estates were in the hands. of the Jesuits befote the .conquest;
when they devolved - to the. Crown ; :but were permitted to remain in-the order'till

- the death of the last of the brethren in 1500, They were mostly' bequeathed by
several testators, in consideration of services performed by the' Jesuits, by converting

Indians to Christianity, and in compensation for their losses, expenses, &c. Bt it

~is needless to dwell furtber upon. what has already been the- suchct of corres=
. pondencc. -

The circumstance of, the English and I'rench laws bem«r both in force in the same
provmcc, must create confusion, aud. impedeits advancement in prospenty It s

- equally unpleasant for the Canadxan to scttle upon the: townslnps, as’ for the

English to go upon the seigneuries,

Irom the Surveyor-general's Officc T learncd that the number ‘of to\vnsh:pa

~organized and surveyed, 1n whole or in part, in all Lower Canada, was 134; and

‘ that the whole disposable amount of acres- bclongmtr to the Crown will be '1bout‘

five millions and three.quarters, viz,: : TR

Rcmammn unnmntcd in the surveyed tow nshlps - - .":‘ - 1‘,4.50,000
Cxown mserves, whcn approprntcd w = s == -11,040,000
Acres - - - =12,490000

: fIn the 1)rojégted toxvnsllips“ . - - - - - -] 3233000

ACl(.S - = -15723000
But as proJected townslnps are of too vague a naturc . to form a'reliance upon, it
would not leave more than two millions and a half available in the’ lower provmcc

~which, from an inspection of the map, onc would suppose must be - erroneous, and

prOJected townships mean no more than ‘ideal lines:in an unexplomd country. -
~The number of acres in the townships laid down on a map annesed to a Report of
the House of Assembly, 1809, and south of the' St. Lawrence, are stated by esti-

~ mate at: 5,500,000, The -namber m “the seurneune-s,;mcludm(r Anticosti, is

11,000,000 arpents, or §,400,000 acres, to wluch may- be'added” the lands- north of
the St. Lawrence, on the Saguenay, and in the Gasp¢ distri ict, 'the whole of which

- may be 18 or 20 millions, and it would secrm almost impossible but that there: must

be more land available for settlement. The ‘Sixth Report of a 'Committec - on
Lands, made to- the House of Assembly in 1821, ‘returns 150 townshlps g_,ranted
in frece and common socage, which "have- been sunveyed since" 1795, containing, -

- acres ‘“accordes” 2,203,709, and the reserves: for “the ‘Crown and’ clergy,

885,305, which is equal to one- ﬁtth of the"* accordes, or 40 per cent. upon the
wnole. ‘

. Take the whole number on the map L. - =i 45,500,000 -
- Deduct two-sevenths of 5,500, ooo, the number wlnch is to! be: reservcd o
. for the Crown and: the clerg,y - - - e s 211,571,430
Would leave grantable . -“ “ e e e =1'3,028,57
" There have been “ accordes s == = 2172,208709

‘ Rcmam el = =ly724,861
Add thereto, the amount of Crown reserves'which may beconsidered | - ¢
avanlable, say one-seventh of ,,Joo,ooo .« - - - - 785m5

Total avmlablc - eli2510,576

‘Whtch gwes -an amount. nearlv the same as.the ‘4urvevor~generals Statement, ex-
clusive of the projected townslnpb, at which, therefore, it may.be safe-to-take it.
‘The Surveyor-general also, -in evidence: before a. Commitiee- .of - the, House. of
Assembly, 1 523, estimates the whole extent of Lower Canada-at! 150,000 -superfi-
cial miles, of which not more than 30,000 have been explored ~~und are: tolerably ‘
known, which would be equal. to. about: 19 millions of acres. - o
, ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ e : hc
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" The size.ofa townsbap in Lower Canftdu is 64,000 ucres g,ross, deductmc 5 per
‘ cent.. for. lnf,hways, leaves 61, 000 net..-

Aguin, the early surveys wcrc frcquently made by ordcr of the grantees, wnthout :
an -after-examination’ to prove their. correctness ; and it ‘is notorious 'that, in early
times, 50 llttle attention. was- pald ‘to' exactness,-and - in -the few. instances where.
I could:dearn  that attempts ‘at verification had been . made, -such errors had -been-"

 discovered, I could not. recommend::the adoption- of ;any +system -of settlement-
- without previous-investigation. to ascertain their authenticity. . Without 'this a law-
spit: would be::the. consequence: of every grant, nnd the seeds of endless htlgauon

and. hostnhty planted inevery settlement. i+ SIRE
. With the:progress of thingsthe duties of the Surveyor-general’s dep'trtment have

‘vunecl e\ccednwly When:the -province:was ‘new and unexplored, topographical

l\nowled;,e ‘was. of the-first:importance;.and:it was expected from this department

only. " But: when the. province has. advanced, the principal (duties: .of the Suxveyor-‘ ‘

general consist.in:performing :practical. admeasurements, in having: faithful: and:cors -

- rect, plans -and maps prtserved forinspection, with:the rmeans.of illustration by- athe
-surveyor's-field ; notes.;but the'.duty of ‘an:office of irecord, as it appeurs to .me,

ought; to: be' kept separate, not to: be«~mnxed up with .the: surveyor’s plans, ‘nor the

settlers’inames dnseribed uponthem.:: | oo g '

- Allrecords of landed - trunsactions; -I- should- thmh, -are. more attached to- the '

office. of Commissioner of Crown lands, which has sprung up of late years.

‘With the:Commissioner of Crown' lands  I'had. the pleasure:of frequent inter-
course, and- found his' books and ‘accounts-clear .and -regular. ‘A statement of his'
sales and receipts.of land, which I believe are of Crown reserves, from -the 1st

January 1828;to’the 1st: June 1 830, have been presented by whxch 1t wxll appear

that in-that tlme he had sold 58,708 acres: | |
In the last six:months he :had.not sold :above 5,000 acres, but in the.six months ‘

‘ precedmg 10,000, becavse his publlc sales b} auction 'take place in ‘October; .and -

" fature ‘may, fora’ tlme, not average so high. - T R

- Geo..q4, . 62,,are to- -authorize 1444, sale, of,saxdacleroy resecves;-&c., ot exceedmg
in, either p provmce one-fourth;of thevresexves mtbm such provmce,’? &c. TS

a '034 B4

1t- will be ‘found; that his sales run’ from2.5:.6 4. to 10 &. the.acre. - By orders from

home he;advertises land for sale-at :public. auctxon, and.at’an: upset price, ‘and-asit. .
- rarely; happens that two people are competitors for ‘the:same lot:in a:wild state, they . -
~ combine; :against.him, | and the. resultioperates: agamst an'advancein.price. © -

-He is- alsomstructed to -offer.morefavourable conditions:to.the: purchaser. of a :50-

- gere'lot than to one. of a common size ; the result-of” wlnch is to take. the labourer.
out of the: labour-market, and ;to. ;make him 'a.poor:settler.: “He thinks- that:sales |

to- the ‘extent of 5,000 L per-annum may :be ‘effected from, theleased. Crown . re-'
serves, and a: further amount from: those " untenanted whtch wxll :go- on increasing,.

He showed mea. memorandum of' sale.of 120,350 “acres,. reserves, . of, which . ssay..
one-fourth were leased .one-third: partly; leased,..and. the remamder, or; nearly one-"
half, in-.a, mlderness state; the leased.sold.at 7.5..i6 d., some in the Montreal:dis-+

| _trict at: 6.5..3.d.,.and 1n~the 'Quebec .ditto .at .3's.; 6d.;the acre.: _Tlu, purchasers |

were British’ emmrants, some Canadians, but:no, Americans. - . .
‘He showed me another. memnorandum of 276 lots ioriginally. leased in. tlle provmce
30 had 'becn’ granted, 134 held by persons who could show titles, the remaining.

112 had, elther been.abandored or were ‘in. possession-of squatters; and .of- these

134, 31 had.been:sold .t tenants,: and. upon - the:remainiog 103 the: annual rent’ 1s ‘
386[ 5.9.,ro.ncl there : was:.due ;upon. these: leases 2,231 8.8, lodl SRR TR RTINS

Jo some:.of his, statements the term.quit-rent. is improperly cused, for he, does: not |
grantupon quié-rent, but allows;poor:settlers to take up. small lots, .and | pay interest.
at. 5 °/; upon;the purchase, with ithe: right of paying up the: prmc1pal when convenient:
to them, and a promlse onhis. parttto give them deeds, which'is,:in fact, more advan=.
tageous than; settlmg upon:a seigneury. This. is perfectly- right, and "the onlyiim-

_ provement:to:be hinted:should be for: aitime:to be fixed. for payment of the pl‘mmpal

""1&

to, prevent aniunnecessary, accumulation: of small.debtors. o b s
"..S0.many sales. bave been'made of ; lands:: heretotore under lease, that those. in,

P Dyt

+He has also; the:sale-of the clergy,reserves,l and ‘had: recexved offers. for, parcels in -

 different parts, .in. the.whole to the.amount-of 12,000 4. - The. averagel.value per.
" acte.I did,not:understand; but:I: thought:itias-high:asshis-othersales. ./Fhe clergy,

however, did; notl.thmk,,the offers, suﬁlcxent, and: tbey consider that; only:.one-forirth
their interest ;in each; township:: ought; to:be brought tomarket, and: the:other three-
fourths reserved for:future, dlsposal.y #The;words-of the Act:of Parliament; 7.&78"

I
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- About 500,000 acves are appropriated as clergy reserves, and perbaps 100,000

~ disposed of by lease, the net proceeds of which do not exeeed 250 £ per annum,
and four years ago did not pay the churge of collection.  “The township of ShetTord

being on a’road which ought to. be kept open, was lately offered for scttlement.

The Crown and clevgy reserves in it amount to 17,838 acres, in distinct: lots of
200 acres cach 3 but upon verification of the survey, they were found to run from
105 to 290 acres, a sad proot of the inaccuracy of old surveys. ‘ ‘

This discovery has obliged him to advertize in his-auction sales ¢ that lots are
- sold by the contents in acres marked in the public documents, without guarantee of'

* the actual quantity.”  He has, in fact, no other course. . ‘ o
"The rents or ducs for timber cut in the lower province are at present less than
- those in. the upper, owing to the ' greater accessibility, by means of small streams’
- flowing into the Ottawa, from the upper than from the lower province; but the'
quantity of timber is supposed as greatin one as'in the other. By the natural
“course of things, that-which is most accessible will come first to market. It ought
to be borne in'mind that there is & peculiar danger. in this specics.of property, to.
‘which it. must be ever liable, that of firein a dry season, and of. which the suffer-
ings of New Drinswick afford a memorable and terrible example. ' On every
- account, therefore, it would be well to have it realized, while it contributes so much:
to the benefit of the provincee as it now does, by giving employment to the lumber-
“man, and to British vessels trading to Quebee. o

. Above 2,000 lumbermen and rafters were employed upon the Ottawa alone, and
) 3 ‘

600 vessels, with 7,743 men, were reported at Que_bec in 1829.‘ . ,
- 'His Majesty’s- Government had formerly been in the practice of giving lands
gratuitously to encourage the settlement of the province. By the Report of 1821,

already quoted, 2,203,709 acres were appropriated, of which 1,472,394 were con--

- ceded by one governor between 1799 and 1805 5 and failing in this object, the new
- system of sale has been resorted to, and as far as ithas been tried it answers well.
The public sales have been already noticed ; but it may be well to add, ‘that from
- the application of some Canadian youths, ‘a. tract was faid out near the Chaudiere

and River Famine, which was sold last October, and went off well. - Undera-pru-
dent management this mode will insure the accumulation of a fund sufficient to .

- meet all charges incidental to the scttiement of the Crown lands; and might leave
@ surplus, S : Lo T
It appears by one of the Reports of the Legislature that about 250,000 acres had

been appropriated to the militia, for services in the late war, and that 64,000 were

‘held under certificates of location; but it was gencrally said that many small grants

had been bought up, and that some individuals held large quantities.. The new
system was begun in 1820, and had just Legun to take root, when; in 1828, new

Orders came out, interfering with.its operation, but not eutirely superseding it; by
these gratuitous grants were: restored in favour of half-pay officers, "and (for
a limited period) officers and soldiers of the late militia. The effect of thesc
Orders was certainly to check the disposition to purchase lands, and to depreciate
their value. | | - R
‘T'he soil of the townships south of the S$t. Lawrence is different from that of -

the valley through which it runs, and more adapted to grazing farms and pasturage.

The country isirregular, of frequent. rolling - swells, as in Vermont, to which state.
it joins, and is said to be of the same sort of land. ' 1 understood that the Ver-
- monters had crossed the linc, and pertially occupied several townships, bringing
‘with' them their. own municipal "customs; and that when the impropricty” of

electing their own officers was pointed out to them, they had quietly given them up,

and promised to conform to those of Canada.- Good stage roads are open, and'in
~ daily use, and travellers pass from the Canada line to any part of the United

States ; this fact, however, seems to call attention to'the settlement of the townships, .

move back, or take up new lands. I R
This state -of things has becn well observed and met by ‘the'vigilance . of - Sir
James Kempt, who-for two years past has:directed the-location of ‘emigrants upon’
the townships of Leeds and Inverness, under the management of the:Commissioner
- of Crown ‘Lands and the Government agent for ernigrants,.now residing.at: Quebec ;.
by whose permission to occupy, an ‘emigrant may now go on, immediately after- his:
arrival, to either of these townships, and take up his. lot upon:paying one-fourth of:
his purchase-money ; and a poor man may take up half a lot, upon paying five*per’
cent. upon the valuation in advance, and the same rate of interest upon it until be-

v . '
| .

and the Americans would readily.sell their Betterments to European emigrants, and

15 -
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1 able to pay for the whole ;' and as soon as he has paid his consideration. money

he is entitled- to: his .deed. | These. settlements _are .conducted, with much_skill,

cconomy- and practical knowledge, and will be frequently referred to in ease'of the
adoption of- any- system of -emigration ; first, the idew of :contiruing them along the
road called Craig’s Road to Vermont, through townships run out and partially
“settled, is a_happy one, as instead of scttling the wilderness without an object in

view, it is the meun of filliig up an intermediate blank, and of connecting separate -

- districts alrcady in high improvement, T L T

In 1829, upon the reserves in Inverness, 39 families were- placed, to whom
3,890 acres were sold; at 4. the acre, from whom 571 18 s as first payments, and
some quit-rents, were reccived, and 98 4 155, 9 d. was expended upon their. rouds.
In 1830, on the same township, to the 1st ‘August, 35 familics were placed, to
whom 3,700 acres, were sold ; 01/ was received frum them, and 5074 cxpeaded

the clergy 31 ;. total 1124 lots, containing 22,500 acres. ,

Gratuitous grants were made in 1829 to 21 persons, containing 2,300 acres;
and.in 1830 to three persons; containing 600 acres; and, in addition to the open
Crown lands, there is.a quantity, supposed liable 'to escheat, of perhaps 10,000
acres,. - . e S e e

The above return of 31 open clergy reserves, with 6,200 acres, would leave only
onc lot of 200-acres for a resident clergyman ; but the clergy claim three-fourths,

on roads, . The reserves remaining. disposuble are, in the Crown 81 4 lots, and in

. as before mentioned, in which case their disposable lots would be only cight, or

1,600 acres, instead of 6,200, :

In June 1829 the number of emigrants in Inverness was 86, and they had 220
acres under crop. In 1830, August 26, therc were 750 inhabitants, who had

1,035 acres under crop; and 79 familics were in the progress of settlement in that
town, between the 1st June and that day; and 25 or 30 more were expected, who |

had mostly engaged their lots, which makes an addition of nearly 500 souls within
the last two years. , 3 : ‘

~ A Court of Escheat is instituted-in Lower Canada, and a judge ‘appointed; but

no causes have yet been tried ; wuch benefit would no doubt accrue from its

operations, especially if commenced after a Governor's. proclamation (according to

the idea of Sir James Kempt), declaring the object-of Government,.and com-
- mencing with an attempt to liberate such Jands as stand in the way of  settlement.
The number of emigrants arrived - this ;year ‘was much greater. than. in any
previous. In 1829 the whole number was 15,945, and.when-I left Quebec, at the

end of August 1830, the number was 25,000, and the ‘Autumn fleet not having -

arrived, it may nct he over 'sanguine to cxpect a probable number for this year of

28,000 or more. The duties of the Government agent are, to give every assistance

to the emigrant upon his arrival, to protect him from;imposition, to place him upon
a lot, or find labour for him, of which hand-bills or notices being posted -up, ‘his

‘business is universally known, and his office is genevally thronged.. “His advertise-

ments in the newspapers invite those in want of labourers to apply to him,; .and

‘his object is to distribute those who have families in Quebec or near it, and the -

‘single men at greater distance.  Many laubour on board of vessels, on rafts, wharfs,

~or in the timber yards, or-are engaged as servants ; the Government works take off *

many : and they are encouraged to deposit their earnings,in. the savings-bank.

Lists of townships open for settlement arc in his officc, to. the location-agentin .
either of which, ‘whether in Upper or Lower Canada, he gives the emigrant =

‘aticket of recowmendation. . T o T
By the Governor’s orders: pubiic notices are printed, not:only, explaining the
roads to be travelled, but the charges also. to, which the : poor.-person is liable.. In

~ . fact, the object is to shield the emigrant from imposition, and.put-him in profitable . -

employment as sonn as possible, with_the utmost saving of his slender means. . To

the success -attending ithese ‘plans _already-detailed it may:be added, that it was

a current remark at Quebec, that however large the -arrival;of -emigrants, the town
had' never been so-clear of beggars. It 'is the agent’s duty:.also 'to-visit the set-
tlements'occusionally, the: néarest-of which is 36 miles from Quebec. ~The plans
are now generally “understood, : and show the' good feelings and.‘good. sense ‘with
- ~which'they have been gotup. -~ .-~ oo o 0
- To'the eye of a rapid traveller no people can appear more contented and com-
fortable, or more abundant in kind feelings than the Canadians; and I cannot but
‘believe "that however certain proceedings in -their Parliament may show dissatis-
faction, it is not the. feeling 'of the pxﬁovinice(}‘gencraillj.‘ It is notorious in all new
334 ~ . C T
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© countrics, that the ‘bulk of information is among professional men, and that the
“agriculturalist is comparatively unenlightened; for hie lives secluded from the world,
and performs the work of a day labourer upon his own farm.  In Canada, however,
the seigneurs, as n landed -interest, must have o controlling influcnce, and T confess
that I should not object to it, a3 an open aristocratical bulance, in their own right,
Perhaps I ought to be altogether silent upon provincial politics 3 but the fact is
s0 apparent to me, that all the wealth and Importance of the Cunadas has grown
out of British protection, and the circulution of British capitul, and that a con-
tinuation of their prosperity is so inseparably. connccted with these, ‘that I cannot
~refrain from explaining myself, that - state of independence would, as Lapprehend,
reduce them to pevfect want, if notto misery.  Connected with the mother country,
T sec no reason why they might not go on prosperously for ages. The desired
object should be to give to both as much happiness and prosperity as the connee-
tion can command. -~ . o o o
It is therefore devoutly to be wished that the financial question which has so
long agitated their Parliument, may be settled upon a busis of mutual satisfaction.
It is necessary to vefer to the question of fees in the land-granting departmnents ;
~ for the settlers press for their deeds, which are not yet given, because. the fees are
not determined upon, and are regarded as vested rights by those to whom they
~are dug., A tariff’ was established 1n 1797, when large grants were made, and it
apportioned them by the 1,000 acres, but took no notice of smaller grants; and
when they are reduced in that ratio to the 100-acre lot, they will not pay the clerk
hire of the officers, one of whom assured me thut he only wished them to be placed
upon the fair principle of ¢ quantum meruit.”  The Council did indeed recommend
another taiff of fees in 1828, which amounts to 24 15s. per deed ; and this is
again objected to by the settler, who is usually six or eight years in collecting his
20/ to pay for hisland ; and payment for the purchase being;itself a novelty, he -

- considers all other churges us grievances. ‘

"It is the usual practice of proprictors in the United States to authorize agents to
convey lots by power of attorney, and I would take leave to suggest something of
this nature as the' most simple, and under all circumstances of the case, the most
cquitable mode of proceeding. N ‘ D S

‘It is to be remarked also, that by Act of Parliament, 31 Geo. 3, c. 36, one-seventh
of all lands granted in the province is reserved for the clergy, and one-seventh for |
the.Crown, and the expression is positive, to reserve one-seventh of cvery grant for
the benefit and use of the clergy ; so that although a seventh part of 4 township be
originally reserved as directed, it becomes necessary, in making out deeds of reserves,
to reserve again another seventh of the seventh part. This surely could never have
been the intention of Government ; and it the evil cannot be remedied by instruc-

tious, it may be well to have the Act examined, and if thouglt proper, corrected. '

~ The population of Lower Canuda is stated to have been 65,338 in 1784, and
428,000 in 1823, by the Surveyor-general’s evidence before a Committee, in January

1824 ; and taking their ratio of Inercase at 34 per cent. compound . interest, it
would now give an uggregate of 544,000 souls. “ o 5

Having accomplished most of 1y duties at Quebee, 1 proceeded, on the
soth August for New Brunswick by the Grand Portage.  Theroad through Beau-
©mont, St. Valieres, L'lslette, &e. to Kamouraska is excellent; much upon a natural

terrace ubove the noble St. Lawrence, and through a dense but narrow settlement,

is beautiful. * The land in general is worked. to exhaustion, - crops poor, and

apparently yielding a scanty subsistence for the population.  On the north side..of

the river the hills or mountains are mostly cultivated 5 not so on the south side,

- whete the country is wostly low, and the hills towurds the end of ‘cur journey.
sterile. A change of climate for the worse is evident in this short distance. At
St. Audrd the viver is 17 miles across.  We left it (Sept. 1) and’ passed through
som¢ new scttlements, all from reclaimed swamps, for five or six iniles, to the

~River de Loup: this was a frosty morning, the: potatoe ficlds were all black, and’

their tops killed ; much of the wheat was green.  The River de. Loup, when its .

waters are swollen by the melting ot the snows, may be considerable. but when we

passed over the bridge, it appeared reduced to 40 yards wide ‘and not knee-deep..

‘The next river was a much smaller one, the Green River, about eight or tea. miles
- from the St. Lawrence, into which both these streams run; and the next we arrived
at wus a trifling stream also, the St. Francis, about 15 miles from the St. Lawrence, -
running towards the south, - ' o ‘ L

o o - " I'have
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1 have been particular in these remarks, because we were then upon the dis-
puted territory. o - o o
- The Portage is about 36 miles ncross; we passed it casily before sunset; the
roads, though bad, better than I expected. - There weretwo or ‘three high-moun-
tains ; much swawp; a great part of it a complete bed of rocks; and on the whole
way. through the woods it offars very little encouragement for settlement.
‘The Temiscouata Lake is ubout 30 miles long, but we only passed along about
half of it. * The land was. generally inferior, but'on the western side were several
-swells of good land. There are not above three ov four scttlements visible.. The
Madawaska River is the outlet of the lake, and we descended the whole of it
about '30-miles. ~ It is of a quick current, about 30 ‘or 40 yards wide, and its banks
are iu general capable of cultivation. There were six or eight settlers upon them;
some werc doing well;. one showed me a body of above o acres under cultivation ;
but they were in fear of frost, as their'wheat was in themilk.. L
The autumn-sowed wheat is always winter-killed, and they. therefore sow thieir
grain as early.as possible in the spring; which is frequently done upon a winter .
fallow, without a second ploughing, and only harrowed in, while a thin surface is
thawed ; thus their wheat ripens earlier.. - * T
. 'We stopped at the Madawaska settlement upon the St. John'’s, and somewhere |
hercabouts came within the old limits of | | B

NEW BRUNSWICK.

- THE Madawaska settlement was composed of Acadiuns, who left Nova Scotia
before the revolutionary war, and. have now increased to between 700 and Soo .
souls, occupying 15 or 18 miles upon the river, in straggling houses. - The land is
fine, but, as may be expected, they arc full a century behind. They have no roads,
and maintain all intercourse by canoes. - They have a church- and a, (Catholic) '
priest, who tales his tithes of one-twentieth of the produce-in grain and potatoes; .
he has taken of the latter, as the grain crops have failed repeatedly. o
- We passed the Portage at the great falls of 'the St. Jolw's, which are about 70
feet perpendicular, and the White Rapid rather dangerous, in a few-miles from which
the river grows wider and the land- is better. A o o

This was a gradual emerging from the wilderness, with thie fivst settler only here .
‘and there, in-a miserable log-house, then more frequent; next, houses with the’
addition of barns, and so on, in the scale of civilization gradually rising, until " we
witnessed  the improved villa, and “arrived at Fredericton, the capital-of the.pro-

vince.. . T P,

- "The valley through which this fine river flows is mostly. of very excellent ‘land,
and capable of maintaining a large and dense population. The river itself is of
the second character of the Awmerican rivers; but it has many rapids, and a great
‘proportion of quick water. It 'is interspersed with many valuable islands, of. 'un- -
common richness; sometimes it narrows to less than a quarter of a mile, and ugain
expands to a great width. The distunce from the Madawaska to Iredericton is
about 160 miles, which we went in canoes, and arrived the fifth imorning from the |

- Temiscouala Lake. ™ -~ o S

- At Fredericton I delivered my Jetter to Mr. President. Black, from whom T ve-
ceived every assistance and, civility during my short ‘stay.  He introduced .me ‘to .
the Commissioner -of Crown: lands, whose office is -lately incorporated with' the

- Surveyor-general’s; which appears a very judicious arrangement. - The Commis- '
sioner thenbeing under.orders from Government to procced on other duty, deprived |

me 'of ‘the advantage of ‘much ;of ‘his conversation; but I'had free and unlimited .

~ aceess to his books and office. I learned from him that the superficial: contents of the. -

- province arc about.16,500,000 acres, and that the: Crown has not disposed of above

2,000,000 ; so that, if from the remnaining 14} ‘we deduct 25 per:cent. -as unin-"

provable, which, from the information he had'acquired of ‘the soil, he considers” "

a large allowance, 'there will remain about10'§ -millions ‘net open’and available ‘for
settlement, to which ‘may be added 250,000 more, ‘considered as revertible’to the ©
Crown, in‘case the process of escheat should be resorted-to, imaking in .the: whole .

. Ve T L T e KR AT, o

! it} .
~
|

about 11 millions of acres. '+ . " S

" Herethen is a large and compact bady of land, accessible by sca on two sidesof " 1.1
the "province,” each’ containing 'many “harbotrs, some-excellent, intersected. with- ~~ * .

. rivers and-streams'in all dircclions; so’ that there is-not-a’single ‘point in. the pro-"
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vince more tlmn 10 miles’ from a running streum wlnch commiunicates wnlx the
ocean. The rivers and seas abound with o.\collcnt fish, in perfeet profusion. . The
forests produce an inexliaustible supply of piue timber; and the climate, though'
cold, is remarkuble for lonsewty. ~The appesrance of the inhabitants xmhcatos

great strength and muscuhr power; und yet, as w pluce of resort for the many

emigrants leaving their native shores of late ycars, the proviuce of New Brunswick

has cither been overlooked or not sought for, ut least they have not been attracted

there; and of the arvivals, averaging about 3,000 for the Just threc years at the two

ports of St. John's and St. Andrew’s, grent proportion have gone to” the United

States; they show in fact a yearly diminution, while in_Canaduthere is a great

increase, a certain évidence that few scttle there, because among those «romg to.

Canada it is found continuully that. they come out by advice of h'lc,mls previcusly

cmigrated.

“The quant:ty of land surveyed is about "oo,ooo acres.  The size of a townshxp
preferred is 15 miles square, which would muke it about 144,000 acrcs, o size, as
it appears to me, most inconveniently large, o

Nothing can be more inconvenicnt also than' the, manner in which_ the cOunty
lines have been drawn, as will hereafter be found out; but as they are ot yet sur-
veyed, they may not be considered permanent. In thc carly stage of society the -
- country business causes much movement to the scat of novcmmcnt for the legis- -

lature and othier purposes, which they regard at first more tlmn county convenience ; ;
but when they scttle fast, and a shiré-town is wanted, compactness and the shortest
distance to it is indispensable.  If the lines ure run by the cardinal points of the
compuss, itis well for the townslnp lines also tu confurm to them, und in fuct the
county lines, as far as they go, w 111 then scrve for townslnp lmes, and, suve the ex-
pense of twice running, ‘

There are no clergy “reserves in Now Bruusmck as in the Canadas, but cCrtnm |
grants for glebes have been made, which will not cncccd 15,000 acres, and there are
reserved for glebe, church and schools, amountm«r in the whole to about 20,000
acres.

This province was begun in 17 84, and lands wcre ar antccl on qunt-rcntq at, thc 1atc
of. 25 per annum for 100 acres; and it appears that 111 grants werc even made
last year, of 52,030 acres to 283 grantees, for the rent of 587 1s.'S d.; thesc
were, howcvcn, made undér old Minutes of Council, and for thL usval rate of fees,
which is_inconsistent with the spirit of the new systc.m, and at. vanance with the -
Crown’s interest in the wild lands.

- It would, however, be unjust to the late Governor, Sir Ho“ ard Dou«rhs, not to
‘cxplam that grants under old Minutes were consmlt,red by the authorities as the
completion of existing contracts still binding on the Crown.” I do not know if the -
same conditions are exacted in all the provmcc.s ; but it scems rcasonable thut some -
term for the fulfilment of them should have been limited, and most. unreasonable
that the grant should be completed after such term would have cxpncd, and if, .
- necessary, this may be adverted to in future orclers, &e. :

Of all the inventions, intended to check the natural '1dvance of a co]ony,
I should think the quit-rent systen the miost effectual 5 and cor ssidering the expe-
ricuce of. 43 ycars, from 1784 to 1827, dunng whu,h time no revenue “as received
from it, one would not expect to sce any traces of it. . In'1827 oxdus are said to

~have come out to cancel all arreurs of qmt-lents then due, but, requiring regular -
payments afterwards, without pointing out the ;means of enforcing: or collectmn-
payments, Tlere has not yet, however, becn glcater punctuallty in, p'\ymcnt
~ than before, and thé tenants, all moving by, the common impulse of interest, advisc
such measaies as way procurc them thur lands free of cust. Thus are the bulk of
the landowners interested in keeping down the value’ of lands, and, aa far as that
| gocs, the rising prosperity of the colony also.

The Commissioner of Crown' lands has been instructed. to- notlfy thqt 1f any
person wished to free his land, he might have a deed in fe¢ by paying 20 years’ pur- .
chase, which, at 2 s, rent, w oulcz be's L. for the fec of 100 acres; but the arrcarage
from 1827 would be required. Mdny peoplc have 1pphcd butthexc bcm«f no poucr

. to give dceds, things remain in statu quo.

IIc had been collecting'a list of all the grantecs in.a pnabcncal ondcr and | lmd
wot far into the letter M, but under existing clrcumstanccs no- ful thcx.‘ lhexc ap-
‘ pcalcd in bis list, by my estimate, ‘from ,,500 to $,000 namna, nlnch at 100 acres
cach, or 2 L (and many hold large tracts) would amount to 15,000/. or 16 oool
and xf the whole .xlphabz.t were complcted, might c\cu.d 20, oool )

‘ : ‘ - I'was




I was informed that someuproposals to ‘sell‘th‘csc quit-rehts had been made, whichy
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had led to an offer at u lower price; and it is apprehended that such barguining

may rather impede than assistasale. . o
If o power of uttorncy were sent out to the President and Commissioner of

Crown. lands, to act. jointly but not scverally, and under the Governor’s approba-

tion, the lands might be released to those who wish to pay for their enfranchisement, -
but the power to release must be given under the Great Seal. ' In such a cuse

Government would be saved from bargaining, and no plan of ulterior advancement
in the valuc of land would be interfered with. . o
It ought to be remarked that while the grant of lands on quit-rent has continued,
their value bus not increased ; for they were let of late with all the advantages: and
improvements of New Brunswick, at 2. per 100 acres, the same rate as at its
settlement in 1784, and the tenants have not paid, and do not pay their rent; but if -
~applied- to, to.re-let or sell, their ideas of value immediately change. While New
Brunswick and Nova Scotin ilave remained as they were in 1784, in.regard to the
‘value of wild land, what a difference is seen in the United States, where laed has
been sold on freehold ;  their advance has been from 6 d. the acre to 14 and 2 4

Many squatters are also on the lands, who would buy at current prices, or pay

five per cent. intercst.on their purchase, as in Canada.  The Commissioner thinks
- it'would be well to grant them the indulgence. L S
The ganting half-lots, or 50 acres, to.poor scttlers, brings with it very objection- |
able, consequences:. it.places a.poor scttler in a.better situation than.one- of: small
- means.  Many people are decirous to appear.pnor who are not so, and even:per-
~jury has, been resorted to, to ohitain so small-a.privilege. - The- poorest, who .would -
otherwise.be labourers, are in this mannersmade settlers, and a portion of |labour,
wanted by.all, is taken out of. the market.  No one will Liirehimsclf: out as.-a: la-
bourer if he can obtain alot of his own; and no one can bring a farra under calti.

~vation to advantage, urless he has some means to begin wit

W, or. understands wilder..

ness farming, or how.to exchange. labour for labuurs- The best mode for the stranger
emigrant is to hire himself out for the first year.or twn, to learn the rough farming.
. business of the colony; and if he will.lay up enough to assist himeelf, he will then-
be sure to succeed.  Wages have not fuilen in this province:since the last'war, -
The Surveyor-general’s. Ofiice has been in a:most deplorable state, owing to,un-. -
- avoidable causes; but the present Commissioner hopes.to restore it to .;orc’l,er, and:
his efforts seem well directed to it. S e -
- The. collection of fees is still continued upor grants of land, &e., although :some
officers have given. them up. to the' Crown for some other remuneration, as.'was: -
strongly recommended by the:late Governor; and when received, they are-carried
to the credit of the casual revenue, but the Crown is not relieved from the odium:. -

-~

of their exaction. They amount to 124 11 5. 8d. currency upon alot, either of 100+

“or.200 ucres, and, in fact, ‘exceed the sale price of the 100-acre lot by' 6 d. the.acre -
on the present price of 2 5., so that unless a lot.of 125 acres is sold, nothing appears +
to be obtained by Government, and upon a lot of 200 acres about 8 d.” only per-

-acre, or about two-thirds; appear as fees. It is:uot surprising therefore that settlers

do not buy lots o

When lots are sold at .Fre

f 100 acres.

dericton, there is a charge of 2 4 for a location. ticket,

“which is paid in cash, and one-fourth the purchasc-money is -payable in advance..
But there.is another evil in thesc.arrangcments, that the settler agrees to. puy for -

his lot before he can. raise the means from' the produce’ of - his soil, ‘and this fre-
quently obliges him to quit his farn and get moneyin some other way.: Suchplans
wust tend to a further depreciation of lands. . The' natural' course of . things.iis .for

" a settler to be unable to pay anything for the first five or.six.years; then, as they,

- term it, he begins to sell, or has, in other words, more produce than:is required for
his 'subsistence, and. as - this lasts .for a few years only, his payments: ought.to be:

- arranged to come round at the same time.. . o b
~~ Proprietors. who sell lands have this' always inview, and, the:settler. can afford
better to pay 5s. per acre,. with a liberal. credit, and some years free of :interest,’
than 2. with the Jocation ticket. and conditions of sale at I'redericton.  Besides,.
the machinery of fecs and tickets is complicated, incomprehensible to and  detested. '
by the, settler, who wishes to know Lis whole amount at once, without unnecessary .

teazing. . -
"’To many settl
a whole life to di

ers this is the on
scharge.it.. .

o

Iy‘cont‘ractiinftheir‘ﬁli‘vés,i.a‘nd it frequently occupies - .

After the settler has invested lubour on the land, he xs ‘n'o‘t“lil‘ie‘ly»t‘oﬂa‘.‘bandon;iti; and
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evcry one kno“s by the growth of the trees upon thc lund, wh(,tllcr the ob,cct be to
get Tumber or make a furm. I have dwelt more than way perhaps seem necessury
upon the existing system of settlement - in L\ch Bruugwick, before I suggest onc
which uppeurs to me plcm‘nblu : ‘

I would never ofler land for sule until |ncvmu~ly surveyed, nor have it survey(.d
- until previously exploved 5 that being. done, I would tfecommend opening u road
or path for horses, culled w winter sled-road, to conneet two points of natural indi- .
umon for towns, or to connect towns ulluuly butle.  This would not cost ubow..
34 or 44 per mile, Upon cach side of it 1 would then luy out lots of 100 acres,
euch abutting upon it, but not crossing it, with - 8o rods in front 3 and whencvcr
circumstances render it advisable, [ would capund the settlement o' an Y width that
might be wished, or branch offin lateral rouds upon the same ‘plan to places well
“adapted to othier towns or villages 5 and either follow the bent and f(.t.lm«rs of the
advancing populatlon, or wntmuc on ny original line,  This would be, in cffect,
a systcmatnc adoption of thut practice which has natmal/// governed the settlement
" of the United States; and either curried them on in a nurrow Imc, or expanced
‘ t.lu,m over wide tracts, aga pom or fertile sonl, &c. hus mndc it the interest ot the
oc.'c.upym«r populution.

It is also the same prmuplc upon which the Talbot count\y in Upp(.l' Canada
is settled.

It would also. give to the Crown officer the u(lvant‘mr‘ of chstnbutmur and plucmrr .

on the popuhtwn, as best adapted to the public good, in which the dcfcnc&. of the

province would not be overlooked ; and every settler would prefer a location -on

a public road. The peculiur, ulv.mtalru. to be derived frorm it in this province is,

that such a road might be- occupn.d from St. Andrew’s to Iredeicton, from

Fredericton to the Maduwaska scttlcmcnt, on the St Jolm's, thence to Lower

Canada by the Etchemin Luke; and again from the head of the Bay of lundy

along the eastern shore of the province, to meet the road begun' by Sir Jumes

I\c.mpt Instead of going to the expense of surveying large tracts into townslnps,ds ‘

heretofore in the (,anuclas, it would suffice to keep onlyonc or two vears in advance

of the want of lots, uccoxclmtr to the demand.

‘ With regard to the sale price, I should suggest 5 S, per acre, or 2 nl for 100
‘acres, whucot 2/, cush down, (as in the c‘m. of the pr esent location ticket), and
the residuc payable by instalments; say one-third or 7.4 104 in three yews ; one
third in six yeurs; one-third in nine years.  But the mst instalment, due in three
years, should be received in labour on the road, in tront ov nearly so, of each man's
lot ;' this would be another inducement to the scttlcr to exert himself; and he would
not be called ‘upon for money until his farm was in a condition to afford - it; it
would also give satisfaction to the provinee, whose roads would thus be made as
far us the new settlements were opt.ncd for the crection of mills, other cnecou-

- ragement might be given, us well as for schools and clergymen.  Upon this plan,
emht settlers. “would oceupy once mile; 8o, 10 miles; Soo, 100 miles, &e. ; and the
first instulment of 74 108 by uuht settlers, or o i, ior themxlc woukl be suﬂn-
¢ient to make it a good road for wheel carriages.

By these means thc wild lands would ' be got up to” vuld abova. 3s. the acre,
instead of 8 . us at présent. . We should opcmtc upon a surhxcc of eleven millions
of acres in New Brunswick, upon which the inerease at o s. per acre, would give.
a benelit of more than four millions of dellars, o about one million sterling, lhc
same principle might be carried into the other colomcs, und itwould be the (.hcapcst.
modc of settling them,

“The \\oxdmrr of the decds may Le much blmpllﬁe(] 0 the s'ttlsmctxon of thc

“sottler, and’ the chspfntch of business.

I have handed in « statement of sales of land by the (,om'mssnoncr of (Aown

lands, from. June 1825 to Junc 1830, by which it appears that 50,520 acres were
sold to 279 persons, for the gross sum of 0,2Sfl 118, 9d., upon whxch the clnrges
were 1,474 8$. 2d, leumw 48114 35 7d. net, upon which he had reccived

2,878 L 55. 2d., and there remained due 1,932/ ISS 5 d. ‘The average sales of

: 1S'>S iwere at 3. Od. per acre, those of 1809 at2s. Gd, and of 1830 at1s. 11d.
The purchascxs take upon anaverage 181 acres mch‘ and 181 acres at 1s. 114,
clear of fees, nets 6.4, pur ucre.

© I was informed, that Colonel. Cockburn had laid out his 300, 000 ¢ acn es upon the

- castern part of thc province, where the Jand is «rood ‘and 'of casy’access. from

Lurope ; this circunistance may be worth dttcntxou in ease any’ schcme of emigra-'

tion should be Lhou"“t« ol auxouslv ‘ : : ‘

»The‘ :

L
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~ Where the clearings were large, T saw large fields of good. wheat, whichripened |
perfeetly 3 but those upou the highest situations were most forward and of eavliest.
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"The Commissioner of Crown lands ulso receives the timber dues. His practice is
to issue u license to cut timber, for ‘which the applicunt puys, aod if not used, the -

money is forfeited. These timber dues produce more than in uny other provinee, us
~will appear from their returns, * ‘ B :

"The soil is remarkably fayourable to the growth of pine, as areits numerous
streams for bringing it to market.  “T'he ports are not so numierous as to render it -
difficult of collection, and its cupabilities of shipping to' Lurope or the West Ludies
are uncommonly fine. The number of vessels und men cleaved from the ports of

St. Jobn and St. Andrew’s.in 1820 was about doudle those from Quebee,

So great a proportion of their labour iy devoted to lumber, that farming is
‘neglected, and the colony has been considered for some time as incapable of raising
its bread. * The climate is certainly severe, and linble to late and carly frosts;
it iy, however, represented to be neither so cold nor so hot as Lower Canada,

-1t is particularly gratifying to be able to report so favourably upon the zealous

~and praiseworthy excrtions of Sir Howard Douglas for the encouragement of

agriculture; he wus the restorer and steady patron of the Agricultural and
Lanigrant Society, the Reports of which, from 1825 to 1829, are lodged at' the
Colonial Office, and will be found to contain much valuable mutter, :

~ A steadly and systematic' support of agricultural industry is what the province |

~is greatly in'want'of ; but X domot believe the capital engaged in the lumber trade
«could possibly be transferved to agriculture, and that the wisest policy is to encourage

maturity.. It was only in. siall openings, und on new settlements, that grain
~scemed doubtful of ripening; the average per acre may be from 15 to 25 bushels.
Rye, oats and flax do. also very well, and for potatocs and grass there is no

- superior country : 400 sleigh loads of wheat were taken ucross the Grand Portage

“in one winter from the Maduwasku settlement to Quebee. . - o
“The valley of the St. Joln will ultimatcly be @ most valuable district, and carry
" a dense population. ' North of the Comnecticut (except the St. Lawrence) I know

of noné to be compared to it.  To the present time they have been great importers

of bread-stufls, which they purchase with the proceeds of their lumber.  When-
cever time or chanee should induce or compel them to raise their own grain, the
© province will sturt abead, and dute as from a new era. T

 NOVA SCOTIA.

HAVING crosscd the Buy at Aunapolis, I proceeded along the main road to

‘Halifax. I found this the Dest road, for the distance, I had ever seen upon the

- continent of America ; almost without & rut or jolt the whole way ; and the steep-

ness of the hills either cut away or avoided with great judgment, I was afterwards
- told ut Halifux thatthe province had expended w very large -sum ‘upon their roads

within the last 10 or 12 yeurs, and made all their principal roads as good, so that
stages travel day and night with safety and rapidity. - It will be heard with surprise

that this sum in the agiregate exceeds two-thirds the cost of the Ridcau Canal;
but it serves to show the public spirit of the colonists, which, whenever properly
appealed to, is not likely to be deficient, N e
- The appearance of “the country as to, soil is various ; in‘a very great proportion
"‘along, the valley by ‘the Annapolis River, and ‘again through Corawallis, Horton

and Wihdsor, as fine as possible, with the strongest evidence of abundance, comfort
and the prosperity, of its inhabitants’; extensive pastures, and fine:lierds of large -
cattle. “Soon "after leaving Windsor we ascended a hill, from whence the. soil

Lecame totally different, very rocky, ledgy and only fit for cultivation in patches. '

At Halifax I presented my letter to Sir Peregrine Maitland, . whose  kind - atten-

tions and desires to promote my objects were uncensing during my short stay.

- From the Surveyor-general I'learnt that the whole quantity of land in the province
is 8,750,000 ‘acres,-of which- 4,750,008 acres had been granted, and ‘quit-rents -
reserved, at 2 5. per 100.acres. This should give a rent of 4,750 £, but it-has not ;|
n in New Drunswick, and all -avrears were, given up.to 1827, " -
e g Lt upon

* “becn paid better tha
L A
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upm\ condmona that mymcnts should be made regularly from tlmt umc, but since
1827 unother arrcarage of 14,037l has acerued.
New regulations for salc of the Crown lands have been maie for tlns as for the.

other provinces, but the Comxmsslonex of Crown hmds has only sold 12,630 acr 5, at

.28, per acre.

The quantity of land granted for religious purposes is 27,540 acres to the Churc.h :
of England, and dean and chapter, 13,,‘,0 acres are reserved for the same purposes, -

and 6,400 more for schools, & Of the residue, by approsimate estimate

4,000,000 acres, not above 1,000,000 niay be considered as open and wailable for.
settlement, and all in dotuched bodies, scatteved over the fuce of the country in
tracts of from 5,000 to 3,000 acres, but the largest tract isin the county of Sydney,
of about 40,000 acres. ‘
~ The pernicious influcuce of the quit-rent syetem is also pcrccptlblc hcrc, in Lhc
depressed value of lands, and whatever aficets that portlon of the common pxoperty, ‘
must to a degree i injure the whole. . : ‘
The pxovmce of Nova Scotia is most unportant and mvaluablc to the Biitish
erpire, for not only " is Halifax the Zey to all our transatlantic possessions, but the
peninsula is OCCUplCd by an active, -hardy and very -intelligent population; their

- public iustitrtions very respectably muintained, and 1r'ﬂc:(.‘tmfr credit upon all con-

cerned in their management.  In many parts "the soil is cxccllmt, it abounds in
wvaluable mines of i iron and coal; copper is said to have been discovered. ' The .
coal mines now in operation could . deliver above 300 chaldrons per dny the

‘fisherics are inexhaustible. Its coants ure every where indented with the finest

harbours; no part of the world can show a parallel; and although it has no export
of timber of any consequence, the return of scamen ‘dleared at the custom-house of
Halifaz, alone for 1829, exceeds that of Quebee for the same year,
The island of :Cape Breton, I was told, is sctiling fast; the soil generally of
a ﬂood quahty, and so-handy to fishing, which is carried on in boats and canoes, -
that subsistence is alw avs to be bad. It now contains above 23,000 souls, and

"could take up some thonsends annually.

The fishing interests in this vicinity are of the fi ratxmportancc, and should be well
understood, but perhaps His. Majesty’'s Goverhment may have sufﬁcxcnt mformanon

‘upon them ‘alrcad y.

I was particularly desired to 1cpxoscnt the complaint of the Americans continually.
interfering with our people; that their boats sometimes fish in the Gutof Canscau,

- and that their vessels are perpctually upon thosc 'shores.

I‘ here also has been some dlb&d[lbfdcl’.lon about Fumh ﬂshermen, &c.

GENERAL REMABKS ON THE PROVINCES

- THE first remark which presents itself is upon their inconvenicnt shape; along -
narroiv belt of settlement, upon the northern boundary of a powerful nelghbour, ‘
capable of being pierced tlnouvh or overrun at will.. Dut as that neighbour bas.
immense forests of his own to subduc and settle; as his migrating popu]utxon prefer
a milder climate, and the annexation of the British provmces to him would make‘

‘but a small addition to his exports, and produce nothing which he does not pro-'
- duce; it is fair to presume he would not be misled by ambitious feclings of doubtful

advantage. The first und leading object to'us should 'be, at all events, to givethem
compqctncss and solidity ; to condense the population and give it breadth, ‘at the
same time to connect the “different provinces together, by : any and every mcans of

commercial intercourse and internal (.ommumcatxon.

Their increase of population. has ‘becn, and continues to be, so astonishingly
rapld that it is well to note it p.ntlcuhxly By minutes' of evidence - before

~a Committee of the House of Assembly “Quebec, 1824, it appeaxs tho.t the whole

population of Lower Canada,'in 1784, was' . - - =] 65.338
Nova Scotia, by Haliburton, then'was - . . ' 32,000

\Icw Brunswick and Neufoundland say ~ - =l 12,000

- Torar - - - 1:09‘,338:

Uppcl Canada then was nothmnr making a Total of, say 110,000

'




‘ 'lhe prcsent populatlon may be tuken at S S

For Upper Canada ™ - = = - - - = - -] 200,000
For Lower Canada = - =« = - = == 544,000
TFor New Brunswick « = =~ <« '« <" "« = -] 80,000
Tor Nova Scotia - B L -] 130,000
1~ox Capc Breton, Newfoundlaud zmd Prmce Edwarcl’s Islanci ny‘ - | 100,000

‘ TOTAL = = 11,054,000

Hcre then is qlmost 4 tenfold increase in 40 years, which shows u duplicating
ratio every 14, and is rather better than an increase at 5 per - cent, compound
interest.  This however is, in o great degree, an emigrating increase, and not
a natural one.  The United St'\tes are found ‘to double every 24 years, which is
cquul to 3 per cent. at compound juterest; and if a purtial view of one of their new
western states only were to be taken, it would probubly give a. vesult cqually extra-
ordinary as that we are now cxamining.

- But the increase of their commerce, naw uon, consumptlon of Blmbh manu-
ff'lctures and provincial revenues are all equaliy striking, and worthy of close inves-
‘tigation, as it only is of late years that their powers “have bcm devclopcd in so
cxtraondmm'y‘ a. degree.

About 30 years- a"o the whole export of Lower Canada consisted in pdtry, and
was taken oft in three ships annually ; that of Nova Scotin was confined to vessels
carrying fish and  grindstones ; and of New Brunswick, to gypsum and: Jumber.
In fact, but u very fow years wo, thcv were, so mswmﬁcant as scurcely to uttract
attention.

But in the lu%t year, 1829, '1t the four ports of Quebec; St. Tolm s, St Andrew

and Halifax, there were cleared ontwards 5,140 vessels, with 644,059 -tons and |

31,048 semnen,  This is by the Custom-house Returns, and if we add the actual
clearances of the other Nova Scotia ports, for the year 1828, (supposing that those
- of 1829 mlg,ht be as much) it will exhibit an aggregate of 797,502 tons, and that

without including Mxmmlcln, Liverpool, Bathuxst, Ncwtoundland &e.

There were built in Lower: Cfmach, in 1829, 5,465 tons of vesscls, in Nova
Scotia, in 1828, g9 vessels, containing 7,138 tons; and in New ' Branswick
& larger amount tlmn either of the two 3 “and as this statement  does not comprise -
the poxts of Newfoundland, it may not be too much to suppose that an entire
aggregute of 850,000 tons, with 44,000 seamen, were cle'n‘cd flom all thc pm ts of
thc British N mth American provinces in the year 1829.

I am awarc that most of thesé vessels must have perfor mcd two’ voyages, and
‘ therefoxe that it may not be safe to estimate above half to the tonnaje and seamen’

cleared, which would -give a total. ‘employed by the colonial trade of 4 105,000 tons,‘
and 22,000.seamen, and ubout sinc-tenths in DBritish vessels. ‘

Compare ‘this to the American tonnage, by’ Waterston’s Tables, and 1!: w111 be
" seen that. thie whole -amount of tonnage belonging to the state. of Massachusetts.‘

‘(their gxeatcst shipowner) for foreign tradc, co'xstmn and fisheries, in 1826, was

only 385,785 tons; and that of : the ‘State' of New York, for the same - year,
330,709 and that I have not taken into view the ﬁshmcr business - and boats of

- Newfoundland and Cape Breton, where. every male betwc.en 18 and 50 is a hsher- -

tan. . X
The cause of this rapid expension is to be attributed entlrely to: the Canac?a tzm-
ber ade, and the monopoly of the West India trade. . ‘
To those, who measure the first. by the 'quality of timber compured w1th the

Baltic, or' the.policy' of 'the second by the pressure ofan ‘extra price upon the . |

planter’s supplies, it is fair to explain the astonishing progress of: British: navngatxon
~which has sprung-into- iexistence under the late protectmvr policy :this invaluable'
~and, mdlspensable nursery for seamen,wlnch is ithe ‘basis of all -our naval povwer,
the very life-blood "of the ‘empire, jand .the ‘moré  important :character ‘of the
‘provinces ‘theniselves,, i In: conJunctxon with that power, as a bulwqu to-our other
transatlantic possessions. v LT

- Nor as consumers of. Brmsh manufactures arc they to be unnotlceo, for lum-

‘ ‘Berers and. fishermen'are of all labourers the most: extravagant and I believe'it -

will be found that they. import manufactures in-full ‘proportion to the:augmentation
of - their ‘commerce. ‘- Their. consumption, of West India. -produce is' partlcular]yg

ﬁdeeewmg notice, -as being cxclusively Brztzsh, 80 that.in: their intercourse with" |

'the mother coumry and the 1slands, all exchanoe of productlon is that of ' British

R . R . P ‘
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industry ; all cmployment created, all profits accruing, are national, and -contei-
Duting to the prosperity of the empire.  They have no feelings' of competition or
exclusiveness ¢ their interests are identified with our's. ] o ‘
“Many products can be supplicd by them cheaper thun clsewhere, but the length’
of the voyage requires a-protecting duty ; and it is presumed that a reduction of
‘one farthing duty per pound upon the West Indin sugar consumed in England
would be a compensation for all extra charge Lorne by the West India planter
The peculiar advantages in supplying new countries with manufactures is too
sensibly felt at present to be dwelt upon; but it is presumed that the circumstances
of the late war developed it completely, ‘und that the commerce of Great Britain
wus never more flourishing than while she huad that monopoly trade with her.
colonies and the new countries. Tt her other colonies could increase in the same
‘rutie as those of North Awmericn, and the establishment of more could give like
results, the beneficial consequences are too apparent to be pointed out, o
 But to return to the subject of wy remarks, it appears to me no more than
a selt-cvident truism; that in the progress of advancement the late impetus may be
long: continued before they reach their zenith ; and that the trade itself is of the -
safest possible nature, ot interfering with any other British trade, but opening.
Cmany new avenues to it ‘ | S |
Their present condition on a small scale exhibits a miniature picture. of the
‘advantages of the colonial system, for which we have been so long in contention
“with our rival neighbour; and in my humble opinion nothing is now wanting to -
add full effect and vigour to their internal prosperity also but a judicious and well-
matured system for, settling the country and arranging ‘the land-granting depart-
ments.  Many of their defects have been adverted to in travelling through cach of
the proviuces, and remedics suggested to which others may perhaps be added.
It the colonies havebeen « charge to the motlier country, it has not been on -

account of the promotion of scttlements. o | o ‘
I have stated the probable quantity of open land available for setilement in all.
the provinces-at about twenty-three millions of acres. Say in Upper Canada, five
and a half millions; Lower Canada, five and a half millions’; New Brunswick,
~ ‘cleven millions; and Nova Scotia, one million; and this without estimating the
‘unexplored districts. E SRR
Such various opinions cxist upon this head, that whether it can be approachec
~within ten or twelve millions is still a doubt. A gentleman of the first respecta-
bility, who has for many years been zealous upon this subject, and given close
"attention to it, is of opinion that in the Saguenay country alone there are above six
* millions of acres of cultivable land.  That noble river, with depth of water for the
largest ship, for above So miles from the St. Lawrence, into which it flows from
the northern side at Tadousac, having passed from Lake St John in an casterly
course, and along a valley well protected by a range of mountains to the north, is
supposed to posscss & climate not more scvere than Quebec ; for the port of
"Tudousac is open two or three weeks carlier and later than Quebee.  The com-
munication is now practicable by canoes, from the Lake St. John to the St. Mau-
rice, which flows into the St. Lawrence at Trois Rivieres. This country has been
explored, though not surveyed, and the opinion formed of it is very favourable for
settlement; butat present it is underlease, which will not expire for several years.
Other districts are spoken of * with equal confidence, but my returns have been
derived from Government officers.  If unything should be 'done in the way of
colonization, T am confident that much information upon large tracts now unknown
would gather upon us in every direction. .- The Sagucnay country is particularly
"to be noticed, as it is approachable by steam-boats, and at present untouched and
unfettered by grants and other claimants. ' It might also be a question whether
4 modification of the Canadian practice of settling by scigneurics might not be used |
there to advantage, as the inhabitants now crowd round the place of . their birth in
preference to settling upon the townships. T |
Sitmlar remarks apply to that part of Upper Canada which borders upon Lake
Fluron, .upon which I have procured valuable information, and deposited‘it in the-
office ; and it 'may be. worthy of ‘remark that the course of the rivers indicate
a natural communication .from' the Saguenay. to the Huron by the Gatineau and
Ottawa, which at some future day will doubtless be availed of. + S
1f a project of colonization could be formed to carry along with it the approbation
of the colonists, and the support-of the provincial legislatures, a result more satisfac-
wry than has yet beeu known, would undoubtedly be produced.” Small expenditures .
- : ‘ : ‘ ‘ : ~ from.
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from Government would give gl'eat practical aid to new settlers.  The name of

~ a Government operation is in itself o host; and all the provincial parliaments are

liberally disposed upon subjects of general -intercst, and their taxes and impostsare

really 50 light, that they can afford powerful aid, - From the several statements of
sums collected ot different times, from sales of land, and rents from timber, it will
be scen that the lands have within themsclves the means of defraying much of the
necessary expenses of bringing them forward. T -

In this case, I should recommend all theii p‘roceedS‘to be appropriated to such

purposes and ‘internal improvements; and above ali'things, thut in the first
scttlements, appointments of clementary schools should be made, and as soon as |

possible afterwurds, that of a resident clerayman, Ay religious und parochial

duties are. performed by curates in England for small compensations, I would

respectiully suggest, whether more morul benefit would not accrue to the colony
by increasing the number of the clergy, at smaller stipends to those who join new

. settlements, . - ‘ o : ‘ R
. The late Orders from home, or New System, as it is called in the colonies, contem-'.
plates & sale of land by retail, for the collection of a revenue, without sufficient -

discriminution (us it appears to me) of the statc and situation of the lots offercd

- for sale, &eo; for dn Upper Canada the lands will be more valnuble than in the.

lower provinee; and Crown reserves, brought into notice by the settlement of adjoin-

ing lands, are every where much more so than fands *“in natura,” ‘ :

The correct principles to act upon in colonizatiou, are to give encouragement to
the séttler in proportion to the difficulticsand privations he must encounter, and to
relax gradually from it, according to the advance of population, and the improve-

“ment of the colony. ‘To induce people. of capital to unite in works of general

,-

‘utility, and to. avoid a recurrence of absentee proprictorships; and for the Crown

to have rescrves, or the practice of raising prices, or in some way or other to be

remuncrated for the expenses’ unavoidably incurred: but in the. first stage of
‘settlernent, to take no more puy from the settler than the cost of survey; and.in
the newest districts to receive payments by labour upon roads, (on the principle of

settling duties) or in kind, by supplies of grain and provisions advanced to'succeed-

ing settlers; thus may the avount of one instalment, or its value in kind, be
transferred from settler to scttler, without any original advance; and as far as this
gocs, the lands will pay their own expense of settlement. . But the principle should
always be applied to the gradual and altimate appreciation of the value of land, as

a:part of the natural growth of a colony, by which the soil is cleared of its.trees,

converted into a farm, produces and rc-produces capital; from whence the wheel

) ' v

of human intcrcourse turns naturally round, and the colony takes leave of its parent, |
- to send off new swarms in new directions. L L :

ON EMIGRATION.

IN taking up the subject of emigration, T am aware of entering upon difficult’
~ground, as it has been’ already. investigated with so much more talent than I can

pretend to. ‘

Much was said to.me in the colonies Gpon the two questions of spontancous and
regulated emigration; and. the great cvil of which they complain was. the catire:

absence of wholesome regulation. I feel, therefore, fully ‘conv_ir‘xccd,‘ whatever
course may be ultimately adopted, even if ‘the: present.loose mode is to go on, that

wilderness of a new country, the manncr in which he.is to be reccived by the
province, or his means of .adding to its prosperity, they are all questions of: high

import, and have a claim to consideration, and’ provisional arrangement. ... .

334 o T D e by
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. Many regard- the transmission. of a part of our.redundant population in the

exclusive light of . parish or national reliet; of which, indecd, there was an example -
while I.was in Quebec, in the arrival of the ship ¢ Two Brothers’ with' 153 emigrants
dispatched by. the magistrates, after’ their passage-money had been ‘collected by
public subscription, and so acknowledged in their-letter to the superintendant of the .

Emigrant-ofice.  So much liberality and_kindness had’ been uniformly manifested

N
o
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‘the necessity of reducing it to a system will de forced upon-us; ‘that is, whether we. .
consider the poor man’s, comfort’on leaving his native soil, his establishment in the
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by the inhabitants of the city to desultory arrivals, that it is not surprising (us these
came under the uppearance of authority) that a great dissutisfuction should have
Leen created ;. und itis to be feared that it may end in the passing of some pro«
vincial law to cheek thie future indiseriminate shipment of puupers. o
It is well to state here that they huve an emigrant hospital at Quebee, supported
Ly provincial grauts, into which g1 patients were reccived during the month when
I'wus theve.. But some charity for the widows and orphans of cmigrants ought to
be extended from hence. ‘ o o g R

TIncase any reguluted plan should be seriously got up, that part of it reluting to
embarkation and passage will be eusily arranged § some person should be appointed
" at every port of embarkation to give the necessary fucilities to their departure, and
guard as much us possible aginst their suffering, for these poor prople now
“undergo much misery unknown to others, nnd which might be prevented. -

The cost of pussage is pretty well regulated by the foree of competition : adults
are tuken from Liverpool at 374 per head, from Dublin and Cork at 2 4 10s., and
from a western portin Lreland at 2 45 their provisions will cost about 358, o140 4.
from Liverpool, and 25 s or 30s. frin Lreland and Scotland 5 so that the totul of |
passage and provisions for an adult may range from 44 155 to 34 585 children

Cuncler 14 years at half, and under seven years ut onc-thivd price. o

These prices may not be precisely exacty but they wre very nearly so i they are |
however regulated, upon the idea of o full complement ot passengers, who are
" alwuys to. be ready at the ship’s time; and the ship finds berthing, water, fuel, and
cooking utensils. I B ‘ ‘ S

There is so much spare tonuage outwards to 'the provinces, by the manner in
which the timber trade is carried on,’ that its peculiar facilities ought not to be
overlooked.  During the year 1829 the ships cleared from the ports of Quebec
and St. John's to Greut Britain and Ireland consisted of above 340,000 tons ; and
- as three passengers ave allowed to five tons, and in some roomy vessels three to -
" four tons, the mutual and reciprocal advantages of the passenger and timber trades
are plainly seen, und the benelit aceruing is altogether national. S

Thus far we have advanced without difliculty, the whole case being one of simple
Ccaiculation, | - o L ‘

But when we come to place the emigrant. in the wilderness of ‘a new country,
unless he is to move under some regulated system, got up under foresight, retlection
and.previous urrangement, it will be like giving him u stone when he asks for
~bread. At preseut many go on without knowing the boundaries of their lots, or
whether they have any, or indeed whether they will ever obtuin atitle.  Inallsuch
instances are sown the sceds of disorder and disaffection to Government.

It may be well first to consider the expense actually incurred in locating indivi-
‘duals upon the late. experimental settlements.  The cmigration of 1823, after
deducting cost of passage, gave 15 L Ss. gd. per head.. That of 1825 pave
134 115 8d ; and u more recent experiment in the town of Ops,in Upper -
Cunady, gave 34 2s. 0d.; butit would be unsafe to assume cither of these as data

~for further proceedings; forin the two first cuses many abandoned their lots. and
‘increased the average cost, although their places have been supplied since ; and the
situation of Qps was too near to other settlements to call it a beginning in the
~wilderness ; on this account the sumn of 400 /. was limited to it; but I understood .
from a gentleman who had access to the disbursement accounts, that 1,000 4 would

~ probably be sufficient to set a new scttlement fairly ofl with, but without the expense
of mills. ‘ E ‘ ‘ L
1 believe the township of Cavan,in Upper Canada, was settled also without,
advance.. . IR o S

In Lower Canada the unoccupied Crown reserves in the townships of 'Inverness

and Leeds have been sold to settlers who are doing very well, and free of cost ‘to
Government ; so much so, that the county in whicly they are, contained, the ‘1st of
- Muy 1829, only 525 souls, and in September 1830, it-exceeded 3,000, which was
" almost entirely owing to the increase of those townships.  More scttlers might also
havé been added last autumn, but they were deterred by an insufliciency of " provi- |
sions on the spot, and'the expense of drawing them from u distance. , Butagain,
this settlement of reserves, as the name implics, was a sccondary one. .

- Among the Reports of Committees of the House of Assembly in Lower Canada,
- 1829, I find an interesting communication upon the settlement of new. dands, with

" an_cstimate of the ‘cost of locating 150 pooifumilies, stated at 9004, or G/ cach,
with the idea notonly that it is to be repaid in six years, but.of the.probabilicy of as

‘ : ‘ ‘ B . much
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much more bemg wamed by the advance, exclusive. of the value of the lnnds settled 3

and this effect is proposed to be produced by supplying the settler with labour upon .

the spot; in the shape of a public farm, from which he is to receive. payments i
provisions, and no other public work to be effected. ‘

Many respectable people are of opinion of the safety of advances to scttlvn
.md even regard it as a' profitable -operation. But [ can only say that m_\,
- experience olﬁlgcs me to take the other side decidedly; and without even con-
- sidering the résk, it is to be remarked that the advances alone would gather rapidly

'to a very heavy amount, in case an extensive system of emigration should be acted

upon, which wight gradually and: insensibly swell so much s to create dissatisfac-
~ tion and chs«rust, and finally either brcuk up- tho whole systcm, or cause its fulling
by its own wemht. ‘
But if it be ultlumtcly determined upon mdmw the settler in the t"nst occupanc y
of the wilderness, or to bring the waste lands’ of the Crown into action, my advice
would be, first, to c]ctermme, “with consideration, where the settlements are to be, and

then to survey the lands into tdwnships and lots, of 100 acres cach, und this will

tuke up six months previous arrangement at least.

Afterwards I should be dcculedly ot opinion to prefer giving assistance by hndmn :
labour for. him to carn the supplics he wunts, to any advance of money or fands-

to be used at bis owny discretion, I‘mu,mnts arriving with a fow puunds in thelr

- pockets, are suid to hang about the town and spend all before - they wove, and |

cbpccmlly such as have. been, nssisted by the parish; and the change of circum.

stances, from parochial rclief to competent rations, regularly dlbt\ll)llth and the:

independent feclings attached to the ownership of lunds, " all conspire to work

a chunge in the moral feclings of the man, and the provincial rate of daily wages'

lifts- him above absolute dependence.  Upon his gratitude ‘1 should place no
~ reliance, nor much sccumy upon the inereused valuc of his lot, which, if unoceu-,
pl(.d for a few years, returns to its former valueless condition. The fact is, he
requires to be kept in a constant statc of excitement and exertion against Ius first
difficulties; some stimulant is necessary, and money is a sedative,

If labouris found fox him to resort to, whmcvcn his own farm does not, rcqunu
it, during his first year’s occupation, it would remain for us to discover some profit-
nble investment for it. | I should therefore adopt the public farm, us recommended
in the Report; which would soon producea proportion of all the provisions required

for the young settlers, and thus far have in itself the means of paying them for -

their labour: but I would also find labour upon | thc publu, !‘()u(lb, lcadm" to thc
‘settlement, and throurvh it to others.

The greatest dcsxderata. in new scttlements are mills 'md roads ; mills should bc ‘

supplled by private enterprize, but roads come under the regulation of the law,
~ hence " the inability of young scttlements to accomplish thew till thC) risc into
- opulence, and the conscquent retardation of their advance.

The House of Assembly, in Lower Canada, hus voted 58, 000L. for mtcmal com-

- munications, and about 19,0004 for roads, in 1829, 8 meat proportion of which is
for the new settlements wlth scanty . populations, and laying at distances; the.
" opening-of - roads would therefore be a work of pubhc utlllty, Sand stamp a perma-
nent value upon-cvery lot in the scttlement.-

" In suggesting the above ideas, [.bave ende'woured, as much .as [)0551ble, to
incorporate the leadmrr objects .of all the different’ parties who' have thought

ser iously upon the sub]ect, advancing assistance to the emigrant, according to the

Euigration Report, offering labour; on a public farm, accordmrr to the Canadian

- chmt with my own addition of the labour on roads. I would beg, however, to

be particularly understood that the public. farm is on]y recommended where settle-
“ments are in a mannerto be Jorced, and th at the land s0 improved, mwht aftcx-
wards be resold at 'ulvance. ,
‘This also appearsto me the most econonncal mode of procedme it would not
require more -expenses than scem now almost mdlspensablc the surveying is abso-
lutely'so;: that of agents is cqually wanted to forward the emigrant to his destina-

tion, .md place lnm upon his lot;" the extra: charge would be only that of finding .

_provisions, which, ‘if supplied-in payment of labour, can be more easily regulated,

modified, or dispensed with, than ‘acash advance, which always curries with it
bomethm;, in the way, of bounty: . This mode would enable the agent to proportion
“his assistance to the meritorious settlcr, and the indolent, would “pot resort to ‘the”
scttlement ; the price of land would rise with the success of the operation. Moral .
- discipline and order would grow out of it spontaneously,’ the best foundation of all -
 institutions ;. and it might not. be too much to: '1scnbc all future success to thxs,

1, original preparanon of the soxl iy B T T
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I all systems of settling new lauds the strictest cconomy is to be abserved, and
thie rule to be applied is for the lunds to supply their own means of improveinent of
fur as they possibly cans  This muy be accomplished in the fertile lands awd
moderate climate of the upper province; but'in Lower Canadu, and ulso in New
Brunswick some assistance is absolutely requisite, and it is only the poorest classes -
who will lead the way into the woods. It does not appear necessary at present to
“go further into details, which, if wanted, may afterwards be explained. It would
however Le: well to appoint different agents to reside in the country, cither from

provincial-born subjects or those who have been some years in the colony. If
. people of some capital. or better education could be' induced ‘to embark in the’
- undertakings, it would be very desirable ; nor would it be of trifling import if some
encouragement could be extended to the Canadian seigneur, or some modification
of the old Yrench mode of settlement be adopted, not at variance with: our luws
~and . customs; for it is to be observed by their mode of settlement that they
establish a denser population, a people moré attached to their soil, more excly-
sively so to their own habits, and those habits the natural supporters of the
monarchical system ; and that it is the only part of the continent of North America
 where this: is the natural tendency of social institutions.  DBut when we view.
a country to be redeemed from the wilderness to a state of agriculture by the gra.
dual advance of lot by lot, without an. original investment of capital or improved -
education, or in fact controlling iminds or superior classes to direct, lead or con-
centrate public feeling, it is to be feared that such & 'mode of procedure would be
in hostility. to the best interests of owr institutions. = .
~But with the Americans such a retail occupation of the wilderness is by no |
means objectionable, as it harmonizes with their ‘habits of progressive advance je
Tirst, scttlement of any kind attracts attention to the district, then speculution
creeps in, and various interests get engaged in it; cnterprising young men of the
professional classes soon follow ; villages grow up; and if anything like commercial
enterprize can take root, the bank completes the machinery of social life.
- An impulse so sudden is not to be expected in the Provinces; the better classes
who go on, mostly come from different parts of the motlier country, and require some
time to understand themselves.  They take up lots for individual occupation, have no
idea of speculating beyond their own farms, so that there are no means of concen- -
trating cuergy for public purposes; and the district, however numerous its inhabi-
tants, seems to be without any common principle of action. In the absence of
such exciting causes Government, scems more called upon to sct’ the: machine in
motion; but the call is still louder, from the number of emigrants now annually
going to North America.  In the year 1830 there can scarcely be less than 50,000
‘gone to the Provinces und the United States’; and from appearances at home: and
the general satisfaction of those who have' departed, it is morally certain to be
capable of great increase.  In thie two years of 1827 and 1828 about 29,000. emi-,
grants arrived in Canada, and scarcely any scttled there. In 1830 about 25,000
arrived, and nearly 10,000 are supposed to have settled. The course now found to
be in progress is, that those who settle write to encourage others to'come out, and
frequently remit funds to.aid them. * Such 'has doubtless for many years been the
practice of those settling in' the United States; and it the current could be turned
into the Provinces, it would be attended with results of great national advantage,
I hope tobe excused for the length of this Report, and especially for dwelling
~upon subjects apparently of small importance, or upon such as Government may |
- already be possessed of. ~ | B S T
The instructions upou which I embarked upon my mission from the late Right
Honourable' Secretury were in a great measure verbal, who enjoined upon me to
communicate freely and fully with the Governors of the ditferent provinces, und to
obtain from them, and all other sources, whitever information I could, for the
yse of Iis Majesty's Ministers, as to the agriculture, soil, commerce, resources
and capabilitics of the Provinces, especially with a view to their means of receiving
emigrants, and the best mode of locating them. | o o
~_Andif my attempts at the performance of this duty should meet the approbation
of the Right Honourable Viscount Goderich, I shull estcem myself particularly
~fortunate, and subscribe inyself with great respect, ' L
o His Lovrdship’s very. obedicnt und very humble servant,
John Richards,
~ Comuiissioner,
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