Z(JY “fﬁ()lS

MINUTES AND REPORT

FIRST ANNUAL MEETIN G

CANADA BAPTIST UNION,

HELD AT TORONTO JULY 26, 1644,
-~




Baptist Chapel, March Street, Toronto. The interest felt b
in its objects and proceedings drew together delegates from |
various churches favourable to the design. 'An appropriate |§
" Sermon on Religious Liberty, as preparatory to the business |

of the day, was delivered the preceding evening by Mr. F,
Bosworra, of the Baptist College, Montreal.

‘Tho following ministers and other members of the de- |

nomioation, delegates from the various churches after
specified, or otherwise members, of the Union, were present.
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The Pmndeut of the Union, Mr. N. BosworrH,
ealled to the Chair, and the meeting was opened with
rayer by Mr. Tapscott, after ‘which letters were read from
%uo following churches, viz. St. Catherines, Simcoe, Smith-
town, Whitby, Yonge Street, Hope, Bloomfield, Markham,
and Lanark. Letters had been previously received from tb

Brockville, Woolwich, Pickering,
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+ Brockville Chareh

N presenting their first Annoal Report, your Committee are
appy to commence by congratulating you on the degree of sucbéss
which bas attended your efforts to engage the charches and mem-
rs of the denomination, to which we have the honor to belong,
Win the work which bas called us together on this cccasion. Oar
saocess has, indeed, been but partial ; yet it bas upon the whole
been sufficient to encourage our hopes, and prompt us to pérsevere
in the course we have begun. And what great undertaking ever
attained its utmost elovation {n 86 shott a time e’ we Nave been
engaged in ours? BSome dificulties were to be overcome—a
‘variety of objections to be met and removed —before any progress

Vos, mot Ministers lcould be made ju the execution of the plan we had in view.
i i’:‘wm And, even now; maoy mi ptions ave entertained, and sutmises
o :;:;nket throwo out against our objects and proceedings. Tt 'will be our

duty to meet thesé in the'kindest spirit, and to deal with them in
; the most calm and friendly manner.
erham, Ym Towuship In the latter part of the year 1842, several ministers and mem-

Iverton, do. Lers of Baptist churches, in their occasional or incidental: inter-
e i, views, frequently mentioned, to each ocher the m of
ds, Smithtown upiting the different sections of our denomination more

. Boswomrs, wasjill -t9gether, 0 as to secure more frequency of inumunl.lnim
was opened with barmony. of operation among the numerous bodies holding our
1rs were read fromf{ill entiments.  With the increase of communication, the convistion

‘R""" not only to gather strength, but also to take possessiop
“of other nlndl.' At length, early in the year 1843, afew friends
miet together to consider the matter more seriously, to discuse the
Whty«mﬂqnm«d Union, and to eunnlt upos 'a
“plan for aceompliahiing this desitable pirposs. '
?thqllvﬂh(umllmudpx was the appolntment of another
“m which assembled in the zgw of Paris
“Jon the 19th of June last year, when the Union was formed, sn
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Executive Committee app , and es taken for the
. preparation and publication of the principles and rules., The first,
meeting of the Executive Committee was held at Brantford on thQ‘

tbad

12¢th of September, when a draft of the Constitution was reported §

by tho Sub-Committee appointed to prepare it; and, after dis.
and

form-—one from the Executive Committee, and the other designed
for recommendation to individual churches—were adopted ; and a
Circular ordered to be sent, in conjunction with the Constitution

and acoeunt of the proceedings, to all persons likely to co-operm /

in the measure.

The Circular, as is generally the case in movements of a similar |
charaoter, met with various reception from the different persons to |
whom it was sent. By some it was approved, by others it was 3
passed over without notice, and some few declined, for the present, §

toyact upon its invitation: From some of the former class your
Secretary has received very kind and encouraging letters, a few
extracts from which will be heard with interest by the meeting,

From Mr. Boyd, Pastor of the Brockville church—** A Baptist
church has lately been formed in this town under my preaching,
of which I have now become pastor . . . We have seen the regu-
lations of the Canada Baptist Union of which we very much ap-
prove; and last night the church resolved to join the Union, and
requested me to write you expressing their adherence to it. They
have also resolved to send me to represent them at tha meeting of
the Union to be held in Toronto on the 26th June.”

\ From Mr. Sim, Pastor of the Woolwich Church—*Dear
Brethren in Christ, Your effort to promote the union and fellowship
of our denomination throughout the Province, ia one of such
interest that I should wonder at those who say they love the Re-
deemer’s cause, nnd yet refuse a hearty co-operation . , . .
 Union s strength.” Let the Baptists know it. Let them unite
their efforts. Let them seize the precious moment for strength-
ening the dhumhu—-for disseminating light—for ¢ruth is on M
side already.”

From Mr, Gostick, Pastor of the Pickering Church—* Hnln‘
learned with much pleasure that it is intended to hold a meeting
in Toronto on the 26th inst., in order to promote the ohjects of the
Baptist Union, I beg leave to forward a concise statement. of the

.¥iews entertained on the subject by a small band of Christian friends
with whom I stand conpected in this ne :ghbwrhood. [3&:
detail of the rise and présent condition of the chutch, Mr.
adds] Soliciting an intérest in the fervent prayers and kind s
pathies of their brethren, they have requested me to mnlrm.
you a.copy of their resolution passed at the last church mesting,

dment, agreed to and ordered to be printed. Two }
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and pledge themselves to send delegates, and a small contribution
to the approaching meeting.”
The Resolation is as follows e Resolved, that as a Church we
sider the obj templated by the proposed Union, to be of
immense importance. We rejolce in the snccess which has at-
tended the efforts of our brethren, and desire to the atmost of our
ability to co-operate with them.”

d the other & From the Simcoe church—*‘ It was with pleasure that we re-
nd the other designed Bl ived your Cireular, containing the weloome news.of. the. forma-
~were adopted ; and a Mtion of the Canada Baptist Union. It has excited in our minds
vith the Constitution [lithe liveliest feelings of gmlt;_xdle and joy. . .d. We Pl‘lyh:::
e osperity and great usefulness may attend your new
BantaX o o utlon,PrAnd for the abundant blessing of the Lord to be poured out
" Bon this land. Be assyred of our cordial support in your important

ovements of a similar Mwork. . . . 'We-nvite the next annual meeting to Simooe.”
e different persons to 88 Prom the Smithtown church—* Having taken into considers-
ed, by others it was tion the objects contemplated by the union of the churches of the
lined, for the present, [ "ame faith and order, h:-i thhfprovinoﬁ, nlnd ll&elleving these lol;e
e fosenr alane veae conducive to the' prosperity of evangelical religiop, we, at our

your B8 church meeting, unanimously resolved to donnect ourselves as a
wraging letters, a fow 8 church, with the Canada Baptist Union, agreeably to its published
8¢ by the meeting, reg;luiom. - i iy A d

rom the Whithy church—*‘ Believing as we do, that un|
i:‘;:h;' * & B;I;u" 3 strength, we rejoice at the occurrence of any thing ecalculated to
§ 9 Jexmw 8> B cultivate or secure this juestimable blessing to our d ination
L #e mu:;"“ in Canada. Nothing gives us more pain than ta witness the spirit
ek tb%ninn, ::J of division among Christians, more especially among our own
he toit. The people.  'We consider it our duty to caltivate union between the |
"Mh‘ b i Y B different denominations as far as we dan without a sacrifice of our

T8t (e meeting of B8 religious principles ; and we thiuk that those holding or believiag
hmgl b 4T the same fandamental dootrine, sholyld not suffer differences on
S fo_llnw shi minor points to separate them. How painful the thought, that
g dgpciar, mc!‘: our strength must be paralyzed by those unhappy jealousies wbid\
7 they love the Re-

draw the separating line between those who are
make them afraid of each other. May the Lord grant that lhh

co-operation

Sadisy e withering and chilling spirit may flee before the spirit of brotherly
w e them unife B jive """ What a blessing it would be, if all the Baptists In
ment for strength- B8 Cunada would lay aside jealousies, and ate all theie

Forlmuilonduh'

Church—# anhng
to ‘hold a meeting
ite the objects of the

o statement. of the

strength.  'What a powerful army they would constitute... We
hail the formation of this friendly Union, as a means which, we
hope, with the blessing of God, may bring us into a more intimate
ncquaintance with each other ; and, while each church s Teft to
manage its own affairs, let us un\tedly engage in the'high and holy
work of evangelizing the world ; and also, if necessary, to- watch
over our religious privileges. = Until this is the case, the Baptists
in Canada cannot arise in all their strength, In fact, until they
will unite their energles, their strength cannot be known.” o
Froln ‘onge-street church—¢ Believing that it is the privi-
Tege as wel)/as the duty of Christianis to be unitéd in the bonds'of
peace, in righteousness of life, and that they should strive to-
7
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" gether for the things that make for peace, and for those things
i whereby one may edify another ; and believing also, that union is
power, we feel it incumbent upon us to request admission into

your Union, and to orave an interest in your prayers, and the |

benefit of your counsels, and any other assistance that you may
deem necessary to render us, which may in any way promete the
cause of our blessed Redeemer in this part of his moral vineyard.”

From the Hope church—* As we regard the union of our |
hurches to be conducive, in a high degree, to the prometion of a |

wpirit of love and barmony through our entire brotherhood, and

wecuring a more vigorous and efficient co-operation in the advance-

mvent of the kingdom of our Red in this extensive province,

‘we hxil its formation with joy and thankfolness. As we believe |
vhe truth, in the same proportion shall we cherish the views, im-
bibe the principles, and ‘imitate the virtues which adorned the =
character of our exalted Saviour, If there be ome snbject an which

his benevolent heart is more intensely concerned than another, it

is the love and unipn of his followers, and the healing influence |

which that love and union are adapted to exert over the putrescent
mbes of the earth’s inbabitants. . , . How important in bis. esti-
moation must be the oneness of his disciples, when, in the immediate
view of all that was overwhelming, in the awful scenes of Gethse-
mane and Calvary, he so fervently prayed thatthey all might be
one, ‘as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee; that they aleo
-ty be one in us, that the world may beljeve that thou hast sent

+%e-s.»  In-the absence of these principles, little internal
pmporlty can be enjoyed, and no bold ard aggressive efforts made
upon the gigantic and distinctive delusions of the day; in which
we live. As in a cord every thread both receives to itself, apd com-
munivates, to each ‘and to all additional strength, so. must each
church thus united both secure and bestow that mutual sympathy,
anfl succour, and efficiency which all need, but which none can
vealize:in a state of distance and aliendtion.  Under the influence
of these views, we apply for admission iato the Union.”

The other Jétters were of similar import.

Animated by these and other expressions of confidence aud sup-
port, your committee look forward to the time when the prinei-
pleés and object of the Union being better understovd and appre-
¢diated, ‘many who now hesitate about joiding h, will ‘see ‘it 'their
duty to come forward in its support.

Jnome quarters & suspicion has arisen and obtained a wide
diveulation, that the Union will probably infringe upon the inde-
pendence ‘of the chiurches inh comnection with it,/antl desume a'de-
minant-influence over their concerns. ' Your ' Committes cannot
but feel surprised at the existence of such an appuhmh'm inas-
wuch, as they have disclaimed, again and again, in language the
mout éxpresa and positive, any such power, or any such. desive of

The consider:

imately drawn, ¢
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nterference; and weuld now remark, in addition, that, according
the constitution of the Union, it would be impossible for any
power to be exercised, even if any should be so unwise as to
me or suggest it. Every church, therefore, will remain as
in-the management of its own affairs, after it has joined the
nion as before. °

It appears to your C quite y to dwell at any
ength upon the advantages of such a Union as we have com-
penced, since these have been pointed out in the statements al-
dy before the public; they trust, however, that every member
the Union will avail himself of all suitable opportunities to
pake known its principles and design, and to engage other indi-
iduals and churches to unite themselves with it. The slightest
pbeervation will convinee any one that, as Baptists, we lose much
of that influence which we might otherwise exert upon the general
ommunity, by the detached and insulated position which we have
00 :long maintained, and the want of that harmony in great and
mportant movements in which, above all other denominations, it
pay be feared we are deficient, and which it is most incumbent
pon us hereafter to cultivate and display.

The consideration that our distinguishing tenet, though legiti-
mately drawn, as we believe from the oracles of God, is viewed
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f the .day in which ith extrem¢ jealousy and dislike by some of other denominatiens
'e8 to itself, and com- Sof Christians, ought to urge us to -closer: compact, that we may
:sl::;tt::l ':‘“" ;‘h present to the world, in ajmore inviting form, and with greater
AR g:r “y.; power of convlctiop, “ one” important “ and neglected truth,”
Under the jnfluence If other reasons were wanting, the advantage of having a stand-
* Union,” ing committee to watch ever all public proceedings affecting ont
religious liberties, and to resort, promptly and at once, to such
‘confidence aud sup- Mimeasures as. special .ocoasions may require, will be sufficient, .in

® when the prinei-
lerstood and -appre-
i, 'will ‘see it 'their

mind of .every considerate Baptist, not only to justify the
formation of the Union, but also to establish its importance .and
ility. ;
Daring the first year of theexistence of the Union, it was not
ibe expected that many statistical returns would be made of the
wmbers and state of the several churehes belonging to it ; bhu the
‘ tanee of possessing and unnxingmhrwnrmhuw /
and. obvious, that your committee would eprnestly reoomnd
every church to make such a return to the Corresponding Sm
tary before the next gﬂnﬁl
In carrying. on the operations of the. Union, expenses ﬂl
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. mecessarily be incurred for postage, and for printing notices, Circu-
lars, and reports; your Committee would, therefore, recommend
to all the churches in connection with the Union to contribute
each a few dollars annually towards defraying such expenses.

From the Treasurer's report It appears that the sum of £1 12s. 84, §
was contributed last year, of which £1 7s. 8d. was immediately |

expendéd for printing, &e.
Upon a review of the proceedings of the past year, your Com-

mittee feel encouraged to hope that the Union will ultimately, |
though it may be slowly, commend itself to the good will and |
concarrence of the greater part, if not the whole, of the Baptist §
body in this province. * The Baptist Union in England has now |
existed more than thirty years ; but for more than half that time
it was comparatively little known and supported among the

churches in Britain, Tt was, however, gradually working its way,
apd diffusing its principles ; and now it comprehends by far the
greater number of churches in the land—more than one thousand
out of about. thirteen hundred—and is yearly receiving sccessions
to its strength. On various occasions it has rendered very efficient
" services'to the cause of Religious Liberty in England. We bave

no reason, therefore, to despair ; but rather, to “ thank God and

take courage.”

Your C ittée, In conclusion, would say to this' meeting, and
to all their Baptist bretliren through the land,

‘“ Arise ! let us no more contend, or blame each other ;

let us rather cultivate a more intimate acqualntance with each
other, and cherish a spirit of respect, and courtesy, and harmony
among ourselves. In'this way we may hope, and shall ultimately
be able, to exert as a body a more powerful influence upon pui)llc
sentiment, and mould it more and more to a fair and calm and
rational investigation of our principles, and thus prepare the way
for their more ive adoption and prevalence; a q
which, however desired by us all,—as long as our present divisions
are continued, we shall hope and look for in vain. But let us
anticipate better things; Tet us look for brighter days; let us in-
voke the spirit of unity and love; then “ Gon, 2vEN oUR oWN
Gop, sBALL BLESS US,” and cause the “ Liour or His coun.
TENANCE TO BHINE vPON vs.” .

It having been arranged by the Executive Committge on
the preceding evening that the resolutions prepared by them
‘should be brought forward by the Secretary without the

n the world.

4. That the
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ecessity of a formal moving and seconding of each, the said
esolutions were read by him one by one, and having been
ussed, and in some instances slightly amen they
ere passed unanimously by the meeting. They are as
ollaws :—

1. That the Report now read be adopted by this meeting, and
irculated under the direetion of the Executive Committee.

2. That being fully persuaded of thi beneficial influence and
endency of the Union thus formed, in promoting the barmony and
ength of the churches in the denomination, we pledge ourselves
use every effort in our power towards its sapport and extension.
3. That this meeting Is desirous of expressing in the most cordial
panner its brotherly affection towards the Baptist I/nion in
ngland, and will feel honored and happy in being able to co-operate
ith that Soclety in promoting the nterests of the denomination ;
nd through that medium, the advancement of Christ's Kingdom
the world. =

4. That the right of every man to the enjoyment and exercise
f complete Religious Liberty, is a principle we hold to be unques-
lonuble ;—that it onght to be maintained, iticulcated, and unfolded
pn eévery suitable ‘occasion, and that Mr. F. Bosworth be' re-
ested to farnish a copy of the Discourse hé delivered last evening,
0 be printed at the expense of the Union.

5. That the University of King's College being originally ‘in-
ended for the general benefit of the youth of this Colony, pught
R0 be equally open to all classes of her Majesty's subjects without

istinction ; and that the following Petition founded on this con-
fotion, be presented to the Legislature from this Union, wigned
y the Chairman and Secretaries, praying that the Institation may
be established on sueh a basis, as to secure this important objeéct.

wto the Honourable the Legislative Assembly of the Province of
Canada in Provincial Parliament Assembled.

BE Perition or THE CAxspa Barrier Umoy,
Humbly Sheweth,

That the denomination of Christians called Baptists has ever *
ten’ foremost in maintainiag the principle that, man not being
espomsible to man for his belief, civil governments bave no right
0 distinguish between different religious sects, by giving to one =
privilege, or imposing upon another a disability ;—thateach member
of the civil community, of whatever faith, is entitled to an egual
hare in the benefits conferred by Government upon the people ;
ud that the exhibition of favouritism to any one, or even a plu-
ity of seots, 80 the exclusion of others, instead of allvaucing the
nterests of religion, encourages religious dissention,—promotes
political discontent,—places a rumlum upon bypocrisy,—and isa |
réct violation of the rights of comscience.

That your Petitioners ave under the mecessity of again repre-
enting to your Honorable House, that the great prineiples of Re-
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ligious Liberty which they thus hold, have been grievously violated

i in the mauner in which the Episcopalian séet of Christians have §
been allowed to divert a large portion of the funds set apart forg
the education of the youth -of the Province, from their original |
purpese, and to obtain an undue influence in the distribution of the |

b e,

College at Toronto. .
The circamstances in which that Institution is placed have been

€0 often brought before ybur Honorable House,—and the injustice *
and impolicy of allowing its charter to remain in its presept con- |
dition, bave been so ably demonstrated, that it is unnecessary for §
your Petitioners to enter into particulars. Your Petitioners, inf
common with a great majority of the inhabitants of Canada, are
desirous of seeing the public Educational Institutions entirely freed |
from the preponderating infl of any d ination of Chris-§
tians, and put upon such a fodting as to insure perfect equality to per- |

sons of all religious sects, not only in the enjoyment of their edu-

cational privileges, but in the supply of their various chairs of §

learning, and the management of their general affairs.

i Your Petitioners would further beg leave, most respectfully, yet g
firmly, to assure your Honorable House that they cannot be|

satisfied with partial measures in a matter where Religious Liberty
is involved ; and that they will continue their appeals to your
Honorable House, until perfect Religious, Equality is established
in the management of the public Institutions of the Province.

May it therefore please your Honorable House to take the pre-
mises into your early and serious consideration, and so to alter
and amend the charter, and regulate the management of the Uni-
versity of King's College, as to meet the wishes of your Petitioners.

And your Petitioners will ever pray.

6. That all State provision for the support of the gospel i
inimical to its principles and spirit, and ought therefore to be
abandoned.

7. That Slavery being in our view utterly inconsistent with
the spirit of the gospel, we cordially sympathise with our brethren
all over the world, who are exerting themselves for its abolition.

8. ‘That the churches forming this Union make an annual col
lection, or otherwise contribute towards the expenses necessarily
incurred in carrying on its operations, and that these contributions
be transmitted to the Treasurer with the least possible delay.

9. That the following persons be the Office Bearers and Execu.
tive Committee for the year ensuing, viz :—

Chairman. :
N. BOSWORTH, F.R.A.S., Mioister of Woodatock Church.
Carresponding Secretary.
J. WINTERBOTHAM, Minister of Brantford Church.
Recording Secretary.
DAVID BUCHAN, Dumfries, near Paris,

and ag t of the affairs of the University of King's | V. H
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10. That the next general meeting be held at Simcoe, on such
ay, in the summer of 1845, as the Executive Committee may see
oper to appoint.
After these Resplutions fprepared by the Executive Com-
hittee had been passed, the following business was transacted.
It was moved by Mr. John Edwards, seconded by Mr. Gird-
ood, and i ly resolved,—That we regard it as a Chris-
an duty to render obedience to the Government under which
is our privilege to live, in all things which do not interfere with
he rights of conscience.
It was moved by Mr. Buchan, seconded by Mr. J. Edwards,
nd unanimously resolved,—That in consequence of the impo-
itions which have, on various occasions, been practised by persons
eeking aid professedly for religious or benevolent purposes, it is
pedient for the bers of the Baptist denomination in this
Province to contribute on such occasions, unless the person
oliciting assistance shall produce a certificate as to the propriety
pf his application, from the Executive Committee of this Union,
pr from the office-bearers of the respective associations, within
hose bounds he may be at the time ; and that this Union would
nmend to the different associations in the Province, the pro-

priety of appointing Sub-Committees to examine and reject, or
pertify their approval of such applications,

Moved by Mr. Winterbotham, ded by Mr. Tapscott, and
nnanimously resolved,—That a respectful Petition be presented
o the Legislature from this T/nion, praying ﬂm&\ a law may be
passed to secure to Western Canada, a Registration of births and
eaths, as is the case in other parts of the British Empire, and that
he Executive Committee be instructed to prepare and forward the
ame, signed by the Chairman.
On the motion of Mr. WinTERBOTHAM, the thanks of the
eeting were given by acclamation to the President for his
; - onduct in the Chair; after which the Chair was vacated,
£ Woodstosk Church. Band the meeting of the Union declared to be at an end.
ry. The irlt of unity, brotherly love, and active zeal, which
Brantford Church. distin hed all the prooeodm of the Union, warnnu us '

in entertaining the hope thatt Association, in its future
operations, roductive of incalculable benefit to
the cause of gion, to the maintainence of Religious

Liberty, and to our stability and success as a denomination,
i Umtod we stand, divided we fall.”

. Burteh, Woodl',ock I T Pllllworth
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A DISCOURSE.

“ Brethren, ye have been called wato Mberty."—«Gal. ¥, 13,

ucH ignorance prevails respecting the subject of Religious
berty, not merely amongst its decided opponents, but also
mongst those whose outward connexion with its professed
iherents should induce them to be better acquainted with
principles, and more fully persuaded of its seriptural
haracter and vastly important practical results.

Many, it is to be feared, even among ourselves, have mo
her warrant for entertaining the vague opinions which they
old on this subject, than that derived from the example: of
oiv forefathers. 'Such persons know not the’ why or the
herefore of their belief. They can meither state theif
ews with any perspicuity, nor can they defend thets with
ny success, Hence it becomes our ‘duty, on all suitable
ceasions, to direct the attention ‘of our pevple to this sab-
¢t, which, if not of primary and vital impottance, is of
ifficient consequence to merit more careful stidy’ than ‘it
present receives amongst us.

But a want of acquaintance with the principles of Religious
berty is not confined to those who are ostensibly its ad~
oates, or to members of our own denomitation. It more
nly distinguishes the great mass of those who reject its
ms, and deny the right of its enjoyment. From ‘such,
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: D
misrepresentations the most unaccountable, and charges th
most unfounded, continually proceed. These must be exj
posed and met.

With, then, the two-fold design of endeavoring, howeve
imperfectly, to instruct our brethren, and of making suc
explicit statements as may tend in some measure to removigl,
misconceptions on the part of our adversaries, we: procee@ig asserted tl
to the congideration of the topic proposed for this occasioni@l.,ise wo'do
namely,—THE PRINCIPLES OF RELIGIOUS LIBERTY, Whil 0
thus engaged, we shall, we trust, be guilty of no inattentior
to the claims of Christian courtesy and love, not forgetting
at the same time, that, in the language of Bishop Burne
‘“ whatever moderation or charity we owe to men’s personsii
we owe none at all to their errors, or to that frame which il disobedienc
founded on or sustained by them.”

Without further preliminary observations, our attentiof@iherence to th
will now be directed to a brief and explicit statement of oufuty to Him, hi
views,—to the reasons which léad us to entertain them,—#hirements whic
and to the motives which should urge us to be strenuous inflive yet to leart
their mainténance and dissemination. i course, the m

nd to a contt
prove, by'w

L. It will be proper to give a concise and explicit state-38’ foiod s
ment of our views on the subject before us. These are all'®” Obedibnce
founded upon the simple propositions, that conscience mus .Nny,.more, o
be free from all outward and coercive restraints, and-that i gh-minded obc
is the inalienable right of every man, though deeply res- °w’_'nd who,
ponsible to, God, to think and act for Rimself in all mattersg £ty she W &
aof areligious nature, without the interference or compulsory Cutar the thb
intervention of any human authority whatever. With the the throne, &
expression of these truths we should content ourselves whilel", o e

dwelling on this part of our subject, were it not that they, e wifk e
however much they may commend themselves ‘‘ to every °; yrem, Wuve
man's conscience in the sight of God,” have been though! tﬂ::" history b
to militate against the performance of our duty as subje R Bodn
the unity of the church, the purity of its doctrines, the sup

pression of error, and that concentration of individual an(
collective effort which is essential to all great undertaking
That the rights of conscience and of private judgment, far
from being productive of these disastrous effects, direectly



b
itable, and charges th
These must be exj

ind to a contrary result, it will be our.duty, with brevity,
prove, by ‘which means our views will be unfolded. -
Recognizing the principle that civil and' ecclesiastical
vernments occupy totally distinct departfnents, we do not
pl, while holding the sentiments expressed above, that the
arge of disloyalty so frequently and indeed industriously
eferred against us, can in the least degree be substantiated.
is asserted that we are disaffected, and why'? Merely
cause we do not recognize the right of the civil power to
erfere in matters purely spiritual. But we affirm that
gre is no necessary connexion between disobedience to an
rthly sovereign, and conscientious allegiance to ‘the king :
kings ; between the assertion of our rights as responsible
pings, and as Christians, and the abuse of our privileges
hd 'disobedience to our lawful sovereign as subjects of a
blitical community. 'We cannot conceive that a tenacious
iherence to the commands of God, with respect to our
nty to Him, has any tendency whatever to weaken the re-
hirements which he has addressed to us as subjects, We
ve yet to learn that the most conscientious are, as a matter
course, the most disloyal, and that those who are the least
, are pre-eminently distinguished for their patriotism and
heir obedience *‘ to the powers that be.” ‘ |
Nay, more, we maintain that the volnntary\,sunbought,
gh-minded obedience of those who hold the principles we
ow, and who, while they render to God the things that
o His, are as much disposed subordinately thereto, to offer
b Cesar the things that are Cresar’s, gives more stability
b the throne, and more manly dignity and constitutional

erty to the people, than that of those whose intimate con-
pxion with the State, and whose support being derived
erefrom, must necessarily subject them to many impu-
tions,
Does history bear us out in these remarks ? 'We think
does. Even under proscriptions, fines, penalties, and
pprisonment, the consistent advocates of Religious Liberty
ve not been unfaithful to their duty as subjects. When

Test Act was passed in 1672, the Noviconformists of that
y, through Alderman Love as their representative, gene-
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rously saorificed their own privileges, and subjeeted them{¥h matters of
selves to much subsequent suffering, in order to free theMhis cannot b
' nation from the joint effects:of Popery and arbitrary rule8 Gladly, no
Duyring the rebellions of 1715 and 1745, a striking instanceiio time been
of their attachment to the reigning family of Hanover, wasilif our belove(
given in the organizing and supporting of two regiments foriind in- defenc
the defence of the crown ; for which instances of loyalty aniitached to th
act of indemnity bad to be passed in the House of Commons S@ncestors, in
in erder to free these faithful subjects from a legal pro{ilirethren, who
«cens. (1 pse
It ma(y)be said, notwithstanding, that since the union off@brding to Hu
Church and State is so intimate in the Fatherland, the incul 58 ibuzed all it
cation of principles opposed to that connexion necessarili 88 Nor do we
involves us in the charge of disloyalty. To this we reply
that the laws of the land recognize our right to the main
tenance and dissemination of our views. Besides, e
aflegiance be necessarily connected with membership in thelhote. disaffect:
Establishment of the Church 'of England, it must follow, ad8ontrary, it ap
neoessarily, that all dissidents from that faith are defectivelircise of Chris
in their loyalty,—that almost the entire British Empire, in-S8njoyment of n
cluding, of course its dependeneies, lies under the ban offlhat we'read n
‘rebellion, or at least of disaffection. But who will affirm@xternals,~—of
this ?  Nay, more, it implies that the government in .ren-S8nd opinien wi
dering any countenance or support whatever to the main-Sirticles, canoni
tenance of Presbyterianism, Popery, Mohammedanism Sonstitute the b
Boodhism, or indeed auny form of religions worship, nity iof the -br
Episcopalian, is guilly of not only conniving at disleyalty Sunded on an &
but of actually fostering it. Let but this principle be held Sad work of Ch
and we shall be required in order to prove our loyalfy, to belllin the authority
Mohammedans in Turkey, Boodhists in China, Fetishflnion in heaven
worshippers in Ashantee. In a word, weshall be obliged tof thinketh no e\
offer up our consciences at the shrine of civil government, [ the basis of al
and regulate our faith, not by the word of the living God, bu seen that the
by acts of parliament, and by the mandates of officisl iau-§ille disallowance
thority. pion, must nee
Moreaver, if the charge of dmﬂ‘ecuen could be ubthn :
-tiated on this'ground, we should gladly bear it, sinee pre-@iformity wher
cisely the same charge might be brought against /our d
himself and his disciples, and since his gospel requires us, @l the datter. " It
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and subjeoted them 8 matters of religion, to obey God rather than man. Bat
in order to free thelhis cannot be. (2)
y and arbitrary rule88 Gladly, notwithstauding the slights which have from time
5, a striking instance o time been cast upon us, do we gather around the throne
nily of Hanover, wagilif our beloved Sovereign, in: support of her lawful rights,
g of two regiments forlind in- defence of her honour ; and most strongly are we
nstances of loyalty enMtached to that Constitution, to which our Nonconforming
» House of Commons/{lincestors, in common with those' of our Congregational
ts from a legal ,pm athren, whose noble efforts in defence of Religions Liberty
Mkserve to be held in perpetual remembrance, have, ae<
it since the union ofrding 'to Hume, no partial authority in this matter, con-
Tatherland, the inevl 88 ibuted all its freedom.
onnexion necessarili88 Nor do we feel that our principles, as heretofore stated,
To this we replylave any more tendency to destroy that unity which Christ
right to the main S8 strongly ineulcates, and which is so necessary to the full
views. Besides, if velopment of the religion of Jesus, than they haveto pro-
h membership in theShote: disaffection towards the civil government. On 'the
ud, it must follow, asontrary, it appears to us that the only ground for the ex-
t faith are defectiveSlrcise of Christian union, is to ‘be found in ‘the .perféet
1 British Empire, ioSnjoyment of religious freedom. Let it never be forgotten
s under the ban offhat weread not in Scripture of a ‘mere bare uniformity in
3ut who will affirm@8xternals,~—of the vast importance of a similarity of feeling
yovernment in .ren-Snd opinion with reference to liturgies, Athanasian creeds,
tever to the main-Slrticles, canonicals, orders, pluralities, &c., which help to
Mohammedanism onstitute the boasted onéness of our Establishment. The

gious worship, not¥lnity of the -brotherhood lies far deeper than this. It is
iving at disloyalty Sbunded on an agreement of opinion respecting the person
s principle be held Sind work of Christ,-on a cordial reception of his-atonemient,
re qur loyalty, to belllin the authority-of his injunctions, on the hope of an eternal

in China, Fetish@linion in heaven, and on the exercise of that charity which
yshall be obliged tof thinketh no evil,” and that mutual forbearance which lies
civil government, [ the basis of all Religious Liberty.  Now it will readily
the living God, butfle seén: that the-allowance of private judgment to -all, and
wes of official au-Jile disallowance of civil interference, instead of marring this

i hion, must necessarily strengthen it, and is indeed ‘abso<
could be substan-SBtely. requisite to its full -development. . There may be
bear it; dince pre. Miformity where there jsmo Christian unity. Indeed the
against ‘our mer, ifstrietly insisted upon, -is necessarily destruetive
»pel requires us; B the latter. ' It becomes an idol which tisurps the place of

s:..
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God, a Moloch to whom must be cast the tender sensibilitieg

of our nature, and the holy charities of our religion, I
calls into play the coercive authority of the secular power,
—that sword, the use of which Christ rejected,—and discard
the united influence of persuasion, argument, example, an

love. It commands instead of entreats, it anathematizes ang
punishes instead of using the more potent and heavenly

weapons of the Spirit. And can such an uniformity, super.

ficial, cold, and cruel, be that which Christ inculcates ? Th¢
principles of our holy religion, the feelings of humanity, ang
the testimony of history alike negative the idea. Besides
the religion of Jesus is expressly adapted to our condition ag
social beings; but the duties and the privileges of the

social compact are invaded when coercion is employed, the

are basely surrendered when force is slavishly submitted to

To love as brethren, we must trust each other as brethren,
as immortals, equal in the sight of God as respects res
ponsibility and eternal duration. We must be as desirous tha
others should enjoy full liberty of conscience, as that we
ourselves should do so ; and we must, while conscientiousl:
holding our opinions in the sight of God, disclaim for our
selves any assumption of infallibility whatever, and gathe
around the grand, the fundamental, the saving truths of the
gospel of grace.

Baut it may be asked, will not this allowance. of the righ
of conscience lead to much laxity of practice, and much di
vision of opinion? We fearlessly assert that it will not
produce these evils to such an extent, and that it will not
invest them with such pernicious influences, as must neces
sarily be the case with any system of religion which disalloy
this right, and gladly entwines itself around the civil power,
and which, while it punishes the conscientious, bestows a
premium upon the hypoerite. While we affirm that no
man has any authority to dictate to us what things are
be believed, and what to be done in matters of a spirit
nature, we at the same time consider ourselves amenable to
Him who searches the heart and tries the reins of the ehil
dren of men. We sever man from his connexion with
fellows, in order that we may make him feel his solemn, b

e liberty of

ve no right
escribes, or {
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and it has also been strikingly manifested of Jate, in thal
schism which threatens to shake the Establishment of ouj
Fatherland to the centre. True it is that uniformity, base
upon coercion, and supported by ignorance, has frequent}
excited a benumbing influence on the human mind, and le
captive its energies. But this worst of all results has alway
been diversified by energetic remonstrances, determined re
sistance, and sad dissention. And so much has this bee
the case, that the most fearful displays of schismatic ha
have ever been given by those professedly Christian churches
that have arrogated to themselves the sole glory of unifo!
mity, and the sole authority derived from Apostolical Suc
cession. (3)

Nor do the principles we hold prevent us from uniting
associations, and otherwise combining our efforts, when th
cause of truth can be advanced by these means. Our viev
on this subject coincide exactly with those put forth in
Declaration issued by the Elders and Messengers of the Con|
gregational churches assembled in the Savoy, 1658, whic
are thus expresed :—*‘ In cases of difficulties or differences
it is deemed according to the mind of Christ that man
churches holding intercourse together, do by their messen
gers meet in a synod or council, to consider and give thei
advice in or about that matter of difficulty, &c. Howbei
those synods so assembled, are not entrusted with any chur
power, properly so called, or with any jurisdiction over th
churches themselves, to exercise any censures or to impos
their determination on the churches and officers.”

Thus by upholding the liberty of conscience, we asse
the solemn and inalienable rights of man,—we recognize th
high claims of God,—we rob error of the only weapons sk
can suceessfully employ,—we supply the only sure groun
for the exercise of Christian unity,—and at the same tim
we do not exclude ourselvés.from that assemblage of coun
cillors in which there is wisdom, and that union of effon
which is essential to enlarged success,

IL. Tt now becomes our duty to advert to some of
reasons which lead us to entertain the views we have ad
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ifested of Jate, in thaflltced, and to desire their dissemination. One reason is
» Establishment of oufnded on the nature of man, The freedom of conscience,
s that uniformity, basefilithe right of private judgment, is an integral part of our
orance, has frequent!filing, since it is essential to the discharge. of our duties and
¢ human mind, and lcflithe dignity of our nature, ~Without it, we can no longer
of all results has alwayllieonsidered as responsible beings, nor can we offer to the
irances, determined refilist High a reasonable service. Besides, although the
o much has this beedientitious distinctions of rank and station do and mnst
iys of schismatic hat@llet, and although great inequality as respects genius and
ily Christian churchesiillitinments is observable, yet amongst men, as accountable
sole glory of unifo gs, destined to live-for ever in another state, there is,
from Apostolical Sucllre must be, a grand, universal, and impartial oneness.
re ‘¢ the rich and the poor meet together, and the Lord is
ent us from uniting § maker of them all.”” The highest have no more right
+ our efforts, when thille pmineer over the conscience than the lowest, the richest
semeans. OurvieyliB® the poorest, the most learned than the most illiterate.
those put forth in occupy in this respect the same level. And whatever he
lessengers of the Con differences which exist amongst men, all have an equal
Savoy, 1658, whiclih® to the, exercise of the liberty we advocate.

lculties or diffe ! ¢ Man over man
of Christ th::i::: He made not Lord : such title to himself

h Reserving, human left from human free.™
do by their mossen deed a cientious man, however situated, must not
1sider and give theifll ' g e . e

ulty, &. HowbeillP" te whether he shall act up to the convictions of his
ol 1 science ornot. He can do no otherwise than follow them,
erever they may lead him.. To do the contrary, is to sin
inat the. very principles of his nature,
Buch. being the case, we cannot regard the right to think
ourselves. ‘¢ as a privilege conceded to. weak minds and
der, conseiences, through the liberality of princes or min-
4!" much less can we permit. the propriety of paying
1¢ only weapons shil guch, toleration a tax, which weeannot but feel disgraces
recipienta much.more than. thoge from whom it is wrung,
& a boon, indeed, but. not from man. It eomes from God
peelf, and is bestowed,on alk without, respect of persons ;
i, he who deprives us.of it, or even merely tolerates our
enjoyment of it, isgnilty ef an act of invasion en our
ert to some of sacred. rights, and. of impiety towards. the Supreme.
iews we have sdfiithis matter, nohuman legislature,” says the Episcopalian

1sted with any churd
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msures or to impo
1 officers.”

mscience, we assel

ssemblage of coun
hat union of effo



24

We, therefore,
coercion ; of

Daubeny, ““has any liberty to grant.”
contrary will

when insisting on our privileges, do not assume the attitude

of suppliants, but demand, universal and impartial ¢ freedom
to worship God,” feeling that one man’s conscience is as absurdity,
much to be respected as another’s. exercise of th
‘Will it be said that, though this should be allowed, yet its very exis

as every man has not the same ability to form a correct breathe,
The worshj

religion consj
produce unif;
but since Chy
authority ove
Jected. ¢y
spirit and in
But can there
exercise of ¢h,

judgment, this ought in such cases to be formed for him by
persons more experienced and better instructed! Let it,
bowever, be remembered, that the right to choose is one
thing, and the wisdom to choose aright another. The former
cannot be alienated, whatever man may think, or say, or do ;
the latter can and may be helped and improved. For this
very purpose the Christian ministry was instituted, and the
pastors of the church appointed, rot that they might compel
inen outwardly to believe by the arm of power, but that
they might * reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with all long-
suffering and doctrine,” and thus win souls to Christ.

May not heresy, it may be asked, be put down by com-
pulsion ? Does not the maintenance of error destroy the
right of private judgment ? Certainly not. In the language
of the celebrated Chrysostom, we declare, that ¢ Christians
have no right to suppress error by external power; they
may employ for the salvation of men, only persuasion, reason,

and love.” ;
Another reason is derived from the character of religion
itself. Christianity is personal in its character and claims,
It is that business which lies between God and the soul. Ty

every man it unfolds the credentials of its heavenly origin
asis of lope,

makes known its claims, declares its denunciations, and pro

claims its rewards ; and from each it requires a cordial and third re

immediate reception. It consequently admits not of ‘a pture,

transaction by deputies, or any discharge of its duties, 10 principle
ur Lord and

shifting of\its claims, by prozy. Descent will not avail i

this matter. *‘ Every one of us must give account of him

self to God.” ** The care, therefore, of every man’s soul, |

says Lacke, ‘“ belongs to himself.” Sserted that o
Again, religion requires voluntary submission and ob

dience. Now this must be the result of conviction, #ot
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the principles we have been advocating. And when

arraigned at the bar of Pilate, his celebrated reply to the|
procurator’s query, ‘ my kingdom is not of this world, else}
would my servants fight,” is conclusive with respect to the}
matter in hand. Let it be observed, too, that the Great{ i
Teacher paid much respect to the principles of our nature, &8

and never sought to propagate his doctrines by force, but
by instruction, persuasion, and love. Nor were the Apostles

of our Lord behind their master in speaking on this point |
On one oceasion, when threats of force were used to inducef

them to forego the preaching of the gospel, they heroically
exclaimed, *‘ we ought to obey God rather than man.” ¢¢ Lef
every man,"” says Paul in writing to the Galatians, ‘‘ prove
hisiown work, and then shall he have rejoicing in himsel
alone, and 'not in another ; for every man shall bear his ow
burden.”” So careful was he upon this matter, that he would
have “ every one fully persuaded in his own mind.’
““ There is one Lawgiver, who is able to save and to
destroy,” says James; ‘¢ who art thou that judgesl
another ?” !

The fourth and last reason we shall mention is derived

JSrom the testimony of history. It has ever been foun
that with the allowance of the liberty of conscience, the
efficiency of religion has been increased ; while with its pro
seription, abuses have crept into the church, and ignorance
ambition, and sensuality have abounded. Long before th
time of Constantine, the freedom of the human mind, s
much enjoyed in the Apostolic age, had been shackled by the
prevalence of superstitious views, so universally disseminate
as to have the force of law ; and by the usurpations of th
“hierarchy, who in very early times departed most widel
from that simple humility which led the Apostles to desi
to be servants of all, the helpers of the joys of the brethren
‘With the introduction of civil authority within the precinet
of the Christian church~—an introduction by the way, whid
of itself affords an instance of the degeneracy of pure religiol
at the time,—a great increase of power ‘was brought to be
upon matters écclesiastical, which being strengthened b
every successive grant, and rendered more arrogant by eve

it

Nor was th

f religious fai

atists, Paulie
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sating. And when@8fresh victory, at length aspired to the dominion of the
sbrated reply to the @8eonsciences of all, and endeavoured to rule with unrelenting
ot of this world; else@8cruelty over the opinions of men. And where then was
y with respect to the8vital godliness? What spectacle did Christendom then
too, that the Great@present ? Uniformity indeed was visible ; but it was the
siples of our mature, @miformity of death, the oneness which distinguishes a
trines by force, but@®utrified mass, the sameness of the trackless desert. A dark:
Tor were the Apostlef@ess that might be felt brooded over the land, and a blood-
iking on this point, S uiltiness and licentiousness, that bEushed not, stalked
were used to induce@8broad ; while those whose duty it was to lead men to
ipel, they heroicallySiChrist, were themselves the vilest of the vile. (4)
er than man.” ¢ Let This state of things was indeed changed for the better at
o Galatians, *‘ provei@8he period of the Reformation, but how ? By the exertions
rejoicing in himsel8f men who dared to think for themselves, and who aresein
an shall bear his owil8he rajesty of truth and the.consciousness of God’s aid to
natter, that he wouldS88ssert the rights of freedom, to publish far and wide man’s
n his own mind."88ccountability, his sin and remedy.

ble to save and W Nor was the disallowance of the liberty of conscience less

thou that judgesifBectructive to the rights of humanity, than'to the purity
. W religious faith. Tens of thousands from among the Do-
atists, Paulicians, Waldenses, Huguenots, Covenanters,
nd Puritans, have been inhumanly put to death for not
rrendering their consciences to proud aspirants, and for
ot bowing down to the idols set up by interested and ambi-
ous prelates. And why was this ? Because men tamely sur-
pndered.the liberty with which God had invested them, and
lowed themselves to be duped by the basest of earth’s sons.
et but the prideiples of Religious Liberty be universally
sseminated, and continually acted upon, and persecution
1l no longer write its deeds of blood on the pages of this
prld’s history, and bigotry will *“ hide her diminished head."
[hen ! oh when ! will the past teach earthly potentates
at they have no jurisdiction over the conscience, and when
11 the watchmen upon Zion's walls, seeing eye to eye,
osecute their labour of love in peace !
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In drawing this discourse to a close, we shall endeavour—

ng strengthened & 1IL T urge upon our friends the necessity, especially in
yre arrogant by everiRe present age, aof being actively and intelligently engaged
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in disseminating the principles we have been considering,
We might content ourselves with recapitulating with brevity
the reasons which induce us to embrace the views we hold;
but while these are, we trust, remembered, it would seem
better, as more appropriate to the occasion which convenes|
us, to advert to the strenuous efforts made by our Baptist
forefathers to bestow on their descendants that boon which
we desire to possess and transmit, that we may, bearing in
mind their virtues, be induced to catch their spirit, an
emulate their deeds.

The members of our denomination have always been th
strenuous advocates of Religious Freedom . This is seen n
less strikingly in the case of the Italian dissidents, the Pau.
liclans, and the Vaudois, than in subsequent ages. (5)

Without, however, referring to the Continental Baptists,
we shall confine our attention to the exertions of our brethren
in England and America.

Dr. Some, who, in the year 1589, wrote against the Pu

ritans, charges them with being like the English Anabaptis
as he improperly and ignorantly calls them, in asserting *“th
the civil power had no right to make and impose eccle
siastical laws.” The celebrated Calamy, when preachin
Oct. 22, 1644, before the House of Commons, uses the fol
lowing language : *‘ You are the Anabaptists, and 'tis yo
that hold that all religions are to be tolerated.” Th
addresses which were offered by the Baptists to the Stua
family, and the statements of their principles by them pu
forth from time to time, contain most explicit avowals ¢
their unwavering regard for freedom of conscience, In
pamphlet published in the year 1615 by our brethren, th
following passage occurs : * Earthly authority belongs t
earthly kings; but spiritual authority belongeth to th
spiritual king," who is king of kings.” In a petition pi
sented to James I., after asserting their willingness to obe
the law in all civil matters, the Baptistz continued,
further than this we cannot go, because God is the Lord
men’s consciences, and the only Lawgiver in matters
religion.” These statemgnts might be greatly multiplie
but enough has been said for our purpose. (6)




el This regard for liberty of conscience found its way across
L beovis[iBe Atlantic.  In the laws of Rhode Island, the following
'igews we hold; mirable avowal is made : ‘‘ To suffer the civil magistrate
it would seem{illp intrude his powers into the field of opinion, and to res-
hich convenes pin the profession or propagation of principles, destroys
y our Baptis religious liberty. No man shall be-compelled to frequent
t boon which sapport any religious worship or miinistry whatever.”

1y, bearing il when, in 1656, the adjoining colonies urged the Rhode
m’_ spirit, and landers to assist them in erushing the Quakers, the noble
wer was, ‘‘ we shall strietly adhere to the fundamental
rays been th inciples on which.the colony was first founded-—nnmely,
This is seen 1QRe Y of conscience in religious concernments.”’ (7)
onts, the Pau The Baptists too did much in establishing the principles
ges. Religiouns beerty. in Gz.:o'rgm, Virginia, and the New
ntal Baptists JP8 land States, and in froeing them from the incubns;ef an
four brethret ishment—that legalised infringement on the rights of
nscience.
ainst the Pu Actions like these, performed by such men as;Bunyan,
b Anabaptistye° Kiffin, Jessy, Roger Williams, and otherf, are
sserting * the blazoned on the pages of history, and enshrined in the

impose eccle 3 of all noble and disinterested men, not to be effaced
len preaching forgotten till the world be dead to all that is of good report;
. uses the ol until its estimate of actions is go false as to be valneless.
And let it be remembered that while Baptists haye most
-’rated.” ennously defended the principles we have been advocating,
to the Stuafiiy, have never violated them. The charter of theirnoblest
by them pu lege in the United States, Brown University, provides
it avowals (Y ‘“all members of the Institution shall for ever enjoy

cience, , free, absolute, and uninterrupted lberty of con-
brethren, th e, “.They have had,” it has been well said, “‘but
ty belongs R OPportunity of forming a system of civil government, and
ageth to (D have so formed it as to create an era in the history of

world, - Not alaw infringing on the liberty of conscience
ever been passed by the Legislature of Rhode Island,—
e to support religion, In this respect, she forms an
Al ior 7 iable contrast with her sisters. She stands out in the
e 09 st of them, unstained with the blood of heretics,—~an
ect of the world’s wonder and admiration,—giving to the
maxim, that all ¢ sects will persecute if they have the



30

' power, ’ a triumphant, though alas! a solitary refutation.’
They have, in fact, ever felt and acted upon the truth s
tersely, yet strongly expressed by Napoleon :—‘‘ My do
minion ends where the empire of conscience begins.”

Brethren, Delegates and Messengers from our churche@8 The follon

surrounded by such a cloud of witnesses, ennobled by ¢on
nexion with such distingnished men, of whom the world wa
not worthy, living in an age of momentous interest, and en
trusted, in some degree, with the inculcation of the vie
we have been explaining and defending, prove mot recrean
to your trust, nor unmindful of your responsibility. Re
member that Religious Liberty is the sole safeguard of you
dearest and most sacred rights; and that it is only by iS8sfing*horou
prevalence that the Church of Christ will be-restored to haiihere was scar
primitive purity and dignified position ; that Antichris-)’15—but
whom the Lord will destroy with the brightness of hiscoming®na this, let |
will be overthrown; and that the gospel will have free coursii@xford decree:
and be glorified, enlarging its sphere of action, ‘tntil ‘thile™mon hang
“kingdoms of this world shall become the kingdom of ouftablished,” a:
Lord, and of his Christ,”” and until ten thousand times t«illo attempt to r
thousand, and thousands of thousands of every nation,  an
kindred and clime, shall offer to the Most High the sponill () The chs
taneous adoration of the soul, and shall pour forth their fre
their exalted, their ceaseless Hosannahs, to Him whiebe
washed them from their sins in his blood, and who 'mad (3) No soone
them kings and priests unto God and his Father. Amé s} conikbi

and Amen, ans, Albigens
d his confrere

e of religion ]
tarily, not )
5) At the tim
dith, with all
do you, diy
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The following Notes are appended to this Discourse, in prder
at the important extracts they contain, taken from works not

enerally accessible to persons in this country, may be laid before
r brethren throughout the Province.

(1) The language of Alderman Love was to the purport, * that
e would rathergo without his own desired liberty, than have it
h a way destructive of the liberties of his country and the Protest-
pt interest; that this was the sense of the main body of dissent-

«T cannot omit taking notice,” says Mr. Coade, “to the evér-
ting*honour of the different d inations of di rs, that
ere was scarce g“man of them to be found at that critical period
1715—but what openly declared for the House of Hanover: and
ere preparing to venture their lives and fortunes in its defence.”
nd this, let it be remembered, was at the very time when the
xford decrees were, by order of the House of Lords, burnt by the
pmmon hangman, ‘‘ because contrary to the constitution of this
lingdom, and destructive to the Protestant sucession as by law
tablished,” and when the High Church party were implicated in
p attempt to restore an attainted prince. “ I am fully convinced
the loyalty and zeal of the Protestant dissenters,” said George I.
(2) The charge of Rebellion has ever been preferred against
ose who have endeavoured to restore Christianity to its pristine

ty.  Even Luther was styled by his enemies the “ Trumpet of
pbellion.”

(8) No sooner had Constantine nationalized the religion he had
pbraced, than persecution increased. Since which time the dic-
orial conduct of Victor ; the per ion of the Donatists, Bohe-
ans, Albigenses, and others; and the dragooning of Claverhouse
d his confreres, have disgraced the very name of religion, and
traged the feelings of humanity. The history of the church'is,
! the history of a ““ compact between the priest and the magis--
te, to betray the liberties of mankind, both civil ‘and religious.”
4) In the purer ages of the early church, before she had con-
oted any unholy alliance with the state, force was in precept
lowed in the service of religion. Tertullian’s language on this
nt is as follows :—** It'is the natural civil right of every ome to
hip whatever he thinks proper, It is inconsistent with the na-
¢ of religion forcibly to propagate i, since it must be received
arily, not by coercion.”
5) At the time of the Reformation, the noble Baptist Andrew
pdith, with all the dignity of simple truth, exclaimed: ¢ To
om do you, divines, all address yourselves in your disputations :
0 is the judge? T, for myself, most certainly : you for your-
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self: a third for himself : and every individual of the htman race
Jor the same reason ought to enjoy the same liberty.” The Tran.
sylvanian and Dutch Baptists were not less explicit on the subject
of Religious Liberty. The opinions of the Waldenses were these, as|
stated by an opponent :—* Quod punire debeamus malefactores, ef
etiam quosdam oecidere. Sed objiciunt, quia dictum est, non oc-
cidés: Ex. xx, 13.: O prevaricatores legis intendite legem.,, Nun.
quid non docetis homines at occidant, cam occisores, Aypocritas,
latrones, idolatras, docetis non punire? Heeretici multos ocbidunt,
licet ferro neminem tangant...Hwretici mala verba seminantes,
occidunt male persuadendo.” Ebrardi contra Wald, cap. xv.

(6) Ina Confession of Faith published about 1611, oue brethren
affirmed, * that the magistrate is not to meddle with religion ¢
matters of conscience, nor to compel men to this or that form o
religion ; because Christ is the King and Lawgiver of the' chureh
and conscience.”

The treatise published by the Baptists in 1615, entitled “Pe
wgnhm for religion judged and condemned,” &e. is an admirabl
anll conclusive work, In the * Bloody 'Penet” printed in
1644, our brethven maintained * that it was the will and com
wand-of God, that since the coming of his Son, a permission
the most Paganish, Furkish, or antichristian consciences and wor
ship, be granted to all men of all nations,” ' A Confession of Faith,
published 1646, contains the following sentiment, * Incase we fin
not the magistrate to favour us; yet we dare not suspend o' prac
tioe.” a1

In an address presented by the Baptists to Charles IT., it i
stated that sinee obedience is to be paid to Christ, and to- Him only,
in matters spiritwal, “ We do therefore humbly beseech your Ma
Jestp, that you would engage your royal word never to erect, no
suffer to be erected, any such tyrannical, popish, and anti-christ
hierarchy (episcopal, preshytevian, or by what manner soever it be
called,) as shall assume a power over, or impose a yoke upon, th
consciencas of others ; but that every one of your Majesty’s subjee
may hereafter be, at liberty to worship. God in such.a way, fors
and manner, as shall appear to them to be agreeable to the mind
and will of Christ, revealed in his word, according to that propo
tion, or measure of faith and knowledge, which they have received.

(7) Theicharter: of Rhode Tsland; ebtained from Charles IT.
contains the, following important pravision :— No person; withi
the said colony, g# any.time heneafier, shall be in any, wise maleste
ponighed, disquieted, or. called i question, for any differences
opipion, in, matters; of religion, who. do- net actually, disturb,
civil peace.of our said.colony; but that all and every person
persons may, frona time to time, and.-at.all. times. heveafter; f

* and fully bave and enjoy his own and’ their own| judgments. an

consciences, in matters of religipus concernments, throughous .

& “f' of land hereafter mentioned.” (ibal

t was “Wnnmd that *“all men may walk as thair, g on

e’ lehnm persuade them, every one in the name of his God,” i




