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THE

CONQUEST OF CANADA.

CHAPTER I

In May, 1691, the Iroquois, to the number of about
1000 warriors, again poured down upon the settle-
ments near Montreal, and marked their course with
~massacre and ruin. Other bands, less numerous,
spread themselves over the fertile and beautiful
banks of the Richelieu river, burning the happy
homesteads and rich storeyards of the settlers.
At length, the Sieur de la Mine, with a _detachment
of militia, surprised a party of these fierce maraud-
ers, at Saint Sulpice, and slew them without mercy.
Twelve of the Iroquois escaped into a ruinous
house, where they held out for a time with cou-
rage and success; but the French set fire to the
building, and they were obliged to abandon it: some
were killed in their efforts to escape, but five fell
alive into the hands of their exasperated enemies,
and were burned with a Savage cruelty, such as they
themselves would have exhibited. 7
YOL. II. B
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2 THE CONQUEST OF CANADA.

Intelligence now arrived that a formidable force of
English, Iroquois, and Mahingan Indians were ad-
vancing upon Montreal by the River Richelieu or
Sorel ; 800 men, led by the Chevalier de Calliéres,
were sent to oppose their progress, and encamped on
the Prairie de 1la Madeleine,' by the borders of the
Saint Lawrence. Before daylight the following
morning, the invaders carried an important position
by surprise, slaying several of the defenders, and
finally retreated in good order and with little loss.
On falling back into the woods, they met and de-
stroyed a small French detachment, and boldly faced
a more considerable force under M. de Valrenes.
For an hour and a half these formidable warriors
withstood the fire, and repelled the charges of the
Canadian troops; but, at length, they were over-
powered and dispersed, not however before inflicting
a loss of no less than 120 men upon their conquerors.
An Englishman captured in the engagement declared
‘that the invaders had purposed to destroy the harvest,
which would have reduced the colony to the last ex-
tremity. The design, in a great measure, failed, and

an abundant crop repaid the industry and successful .

courage of the French.
At the first news of this alarming inroad, M. de
Frontenac hastened to the post of danger, but tran-

. 1 «Vis 3 vis de Montreal, du ¢6té du sud est un endroit qu’ on
- appelle la Prairie de la Madelaine.””—Charlevoix, tom. ii., p. 233.

«“Le Cap de la Madelaine a eu son nom de I’Abbé de Ia
Madelaine, un des membres de la Compagnie des cent Associés.” The
name of the Prairie had probably the same origin.—Charlevoix,
tom. v., p. 167,

-}




THE CONQUEST OF CANADA. 3

quillity had already been restored, and the toils
of the husbandman were again plied upon the
scene of strife. At Montreal he found a dispatch
from the governor of New England, proposing an
exchange of prisoners and a treaty of neutrality
with Canada, notwithstanding the war then carried
on between the mother countries. The Canadian
governor mistrusted the sincerity of the English pro-
posals, and they were not productive of any result.
During the remainder of the year, the Iroquois con-
tinued to disturb the repose of the colony by fre-
quent and mischievous irruptions, and many valu-
able lives were lost in repelling those implacable
savages.

The war continued with chequered results and
heavy losses on both sides in the two following years.
An invasion of the canton of the Agniers, by the
French, was at first successful, but in the retreat,
the colonists suffered great privation, and most of
their prisoners escaped, while any of their number
that strayed or fell in the rear, were immediately
cut off by their fierce pursuers. The fur trade was
also much injured by these long continued hostilities,
for the vigilant enmity of the Iroquois closed up the
communication with the western country by the
waters of the St. Lawrence and its magnificent
tributaries.

We have seen that for a long period the history of
the colony is a mere chronicle of savage and
resultless combats, and treacherous truces between

the French and the formidable Iroquois confederacy.
B2
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This almost perpetual warfare gave a preponderance
to the military interests among the settlers, not a
little injurious to their advance in material pros-
perity. .- The Comte de Frontenac had by his vigorous
administration and haughty and unbending cha-
racfer, rendered himself alike respected and feared
by his allies and enemies. But while all acknow-
ledged his courage and ability, his system of
internal government bore upon the civil inhabitants
with almost intolerable severity ; upon them fell all
the burden and labour of the wars; they were
ruined by unprofitable toil, while the soldiers
worked the lands for the benefit of the military
officers whom he desired to conciliate. He also
countenanced or at least tolerated the fatal trade in
spirituous liquors, which his authority alone could
have suppressed. Owing to these causes the colony
made but little progress, commerce languished, and
depression and discontent fell upon the hearts of the
Canadian people.

In the year 1695, M. de Frontenac re-established
the fort of Catarocouy, despite the universal disap-
probation of the settlers, and the positive commands
of the king. The object was, however, happily and
ably accomplished by M. de Crisasy in a very short
time and without the loss of a.man, This brave
and active officer made good use of his powerful
position. He dispatched scouts in all directions, and
by a judicious arrangement of his small forces

checked the hostilities of the Iroquois upon the

Canadian settlements.
The Sieur de Révérin, a man of enlightened and
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enterprising mind, had long desired to develope the
resources of the Canadian waters, and in 1697 at
length succeeded in associating several merchants
with himself, and establishing a fishery at the har-
bour of Mount Louis among the mountains of Notre
Dame, half way between Quebec and the extremity
of the Gulf of St. Lawrence on the southern side.
The situation was well chosen, the neighbouring
soil fertile, and the waters abounded in fish. But
where nature had provided everything that industry
could require, the hand of man interfered to coun-
teract her bounty. The hostility of the English
embarrassed the infant settlement and alarmed its
founders: despite of these difficulties, a plentiful
harvest and successful fishing at first rewarded the
adventurers; subsequently however they were less
fortunate, and the place was for some time neglected
and almost forgotten.?

Louis de Buade, Comte de Frontenac, died in the
seventy-eighth year of his age, 1698, having to the
last preserved that astonishing energy of character
which had enabled him to overcome the difficulties
and dangers of his adventurous career. He died as
he had lived, beloved by many, respected by all;
with the unaided resources of his own strong mind,
he had preserved the power of France on the
American continent, undiminished if not increased,
through years of famine, disaster, and depression.
He loved patronage and power, but disdained the

? There was a flourishing settlement at Mount Louis in 1758,
which was destroyed by General Wolfe.

1697

1698
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6 THE CONQUEST OF CANADA.

considerations of selfish interest. It must, however,
be acknowledged that a-jealous, sullen, and even
vindictive temper, obscured in some degree the lustre
of his success, and detracted from the dignity of his
nature. The Chevalier de Calliéres, governor of
Montreal, was appointed his successor to the satis-
faction of all classes in the colony.

The new governor® applied himself vigorously to
the difficult task of establishing the tranquillity
of his territories. He endeavoured to procure the
alliance of all the Indian tribes within reach of
French intercourse or commerce, but the high price
charged by the Canadian merchants for their goods
proved a constant difficulty in the way of nego-
ciation, and ever afforded the savages a pretext for
disaffection and complaint. In the midst of his useful
labours this excellent chief was suddenly cut off by
death ; his upright and judicious administration won
the esteem of all the colonists, and the truth and

3 <« Sans avoir le brilliant de son prédécesseur, il en avait tout le
golide; des viiés droites et désinteressés, sans préjuge et sans passion;
une fermeté toujours d’accord avec la raisom, une valeur, que le
flegme sgavoit modérer et rendre utile: un grand sens, beaucoup de
probité et d’honneur, et une pénétration d’esprit, 3 laquelle une
grande application et une longue expérience avoient ajouté tout ce
que lexpérience peut donner de lumitres. II avoit pris dés_les
commencemens un grand empire sur les sauvages, qui le connoisoient,
exacte & tenir sa parole, et ferme & vouloir qu’ on lui gardat celles
qu’ on lui avoient données. Les Frangois de leur coté étaient cdn-
vaincus qu’il n’ exigeroient jamais rien d’eux, que de raisomnable;
que pour n’ aveir ni la naissance, ni les grandes alliances du Comte
de Frontenac, ni le rang de lieutenant-général des armées du roi,
il ne scauroit pas moins se faire obéir que lui.”’—Charlevoix,
tom. iii., p. 353.
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honesty of his dealings with the native tribes gave
him an influence over them which none of his
predecessors had ever won. On the petition of the
inhabitants of Canada, the king willingly appointed
the Marquis de Vaudreuil to the vacant government ;
soon after his accession a deputation of the Iroquois
arrived at Quebec, and for the first time formally
acknowledged the sovereignty of France, and claimed
the protection of her flag.

M. de Raudot, the intendant, introduced various
important judicial and fiscal improvements in the
affairs of the colony at this time; by his influence
and mediation he effectually checked a litigious
spirit which had infused itself among the Canadians
to a ruinous extent, and by strong representations
induced the king to remove the cruel restrictions
placed upon colonial industry by the jealousy of the
‘mother country.

In the spring of 1708 a council was held at
Montreal to deliberate upon the course to Bbe
pursued in checking the intrigues of the Englis
among the allied savages; the chiefs of all the
Christian Indians and of the faithful and warlike
Abenaquis were present on the occasion. It was
resolved that a blow should be struck against the
British colonies, and a body of 400 men, including
Indians, was formed for the expedition, the object
of which was kept secret. After a march of 150
leagues across an almost impracticable country, the
French attacked the little fort and village of
Haverhill, garrisoned by thirty New Englandmen,

-1708
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and carried them after a sharp struggle; many of
the defenders were killed or captured, and the
settlement destroyed. The neighbouring country
was however soon aroused, and the assailants
with difficulty effected a retreat, losing thirty of
their men.

Intelligence reached the French in the following
year, that Colonel Vetch, who, during a residence of
several years at Quebec, had contrived to sound all the
difficult passages of the River St. Lawrence, had suc-
cessfully instigated the Queen of England to attempt.
the conquest of New France; that a fleet of twenty
ships was being prepared for the expedition, and a
force of 6000 regular troops were to sail under its
protection, while 2000 English and as many Indians,
under the command of General Nicholson, were- to
march upon Montreal by the way of Lake Champlain.
M. de Vaudreuil immediately assembled a council
of war to meet the emergency, where some bold
measures were planned, but a misunderstanding
between the governor-general and one of -his prin-
cipal officers paralysed their execution. Finally,
indeed, a considerable force was marched to antici-
pate the British attack, but the dissensions of the
leaders, the insubordination of the troops, and the
want 6f correct intelligence, embarrassed their
movements, and drove them to an inglorious retreat.
On the other hand, the English, mistrusting the
faith of their Indian allies and suffering from a
frightful mortality, burned their canoes and advanced
posts, and retreated from the frontier. The per-



THE CONQUEST OF CANADA. 9

fidious Iroquois, while professing the closest friend-
ship, had poisoned the stream hard by the British
camp, and thus caused the fatal malady which
decimated their unsuspecting allies. The fleet
destined for the attack of Quebec never crossed
the Atlantic; it was sent to Lisbon instead, to sup-
port the falling fortunes of Portugal against the
triumphant arms of Castile.

In the following year, another abortive expedition
was undertaken by the English against Canada.
Intelligence was brought to M. de Vaudreuil that ten
ships of war of 50 guns each and upwards had ar-
rived from England, and were assembled at Boston,
together with 35 transports capable of conveying
3000 men; while a force of provincial militia.and
Indians of New York, nearly 2000 strong, were col-
lected in that State to assail him by land. The
French governor immediately called together the
Iroquois deputies, and successfully urged their neu-
trality in the approaching struggle; he also secured
the somewhat doubtful allegiance of the allied tribes,
but only accepted the proffered services of a few
warriors of each nation, and this more as hostages
than for the purpose of increasing his strength.

M. de Vaudreuil then hastened from Montreal to
Quebec, where he found that his lieutenant, M. de
Boucourt, had effectually executed his orders to
strengthen the defences. The settlements along the
coast below that important stronghold were suf-
ficiently guarded to render a hostile debarkation
difficult and dangerous. The governor immediately

1710



10 THE CONQUEST OF CANADA.

re-ascended the St. Lawrence, and formed a corps
of 3000 men under M. de Longueiul, at Chambly, to
await the approach of the English. The invading
army, however, retreated without coming to action,
having received information of a great disaster which
had befallen their fleet. The British admiral
neglected the warnings of an experienced Fr€nch
navigator, named Paradis, who accompanied him,
and approached too near a small island in the narrow
and dangerous channel of the Traverse; a sudden
squall from the south-east burst upon him at that
critical moment, and his own, with seven other ships
of the fleet, were driven on the rocky shore, and
utterly destroyed: very few men escaped from these
ill-fated vessels.*

The generosity and loyalty of the merchants of
Quebec furnished the governor with 50,000 crowns,
to strengthen the fortifications of their town, on the
occasion of a rumour thaf the English were again

* «Enfin la retraite des deux armées Anglaises qui devaient
attaquer en méme tems la Nouvelle France par terre et par mer, et
diviser ses forces en les occupant aux deux extremités de la colonie,
n’ étant plus douteuse, et le bruit s’ étant répandu que la premitre
avait fait naufrage dans le fleuve St. Laurent vers les Sept Isles,
M. de Vaudreuil y envoya plusieurs barques. Elles y trouvérent
les carcasses de huit gros vaisseaux, dont on avoit enlevé les canons
et les meilleurs effets, et pres de trois mille personnes noyées, dont
les corps étoient étendus sur le rivage. On y reconnut deux com-
pagnies entiéres des Gardes de la Reine, qu’ on distingua & leurs
casaques rouges, et plusieurs familles Ecossoises, destinées a peupler
le Canada, mais quoique le reste de la flotte efit resté mouillé
plusieurs jours au méme endroit, pour enlever toute la charge des
vaisseaux brisés, on ne laissa point d’ y faire un assez grand butin.”
~Charlevoix, tom. iv., p. 82.
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preparing an invasion of Canada, in 1712, aided by
the Iroquois, to whom they had become reconciled.
At the same time, a new enemy entered the field—
the fiercest and bravest of the native tribes; this
people, called Outagamis or Foxes, joined in a con-
federacy with the Five Nations, and undertook to
burn the French fort at Detroit,® and destroy the in-
habitants. A large force of their warriors advanced

§ The city of Detroit dates its history from July, 1701. At that
time M. de la Motte Cadillac, with one hundred men, and a Jesuit,
carrying with them everything necessary for the commencement and
support of the establishment meditated, reached this place. < How
numerous and diversified,”” said a public literary document, *‘ are the
incidents compressed within the history of this settlement. No
place in the United States presents such a series of events, interest-
ing in themselves and permanently affecting, as they occurred, its
progress and prosperity. Five times its flag has changed—three
different sovereignties have claimed its allegiance, and since it has
been held by the United States, its government has been thrice
transferred. Twice it has been besieged by the Indians, once captured
in war, and once burnt to the ground.”

<« Detroit has long been considered as the limit of civilisation
towards the north-west. This town, or commercial port, is dignified
by the name, and enjoys the chartered rights of a city ; although
its population at present does not exceed three thousand. The banks
of the river above and below the city, are lined with a French popula-
tion, descendants of the first European traders among the Indians in
that quarter ; and extending from Lake Erie to Lake St. Clair,
inereasing in density, as they approach the town, and averaging,
perhaps, one hundred per mile. This place, but a little while ago so
distant, is now brought within four days of the city of New York—
the track pursued being seven-hundred and fifty miles. Here, at
Detroit, some of the finest steamers in North America come and go
every day, connecting it with the east, and have begun already to
search out the distant west and north.”—Colion’s Tour to the
American Lakes, vol.1i., p. 46.

1712
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upen the little stronghold, but Du Buisson, the able
and gallant commandant, having summoned the
neighbouring allies to the assistance of his garrison
of twenty Frenchmen, defeated the dangerous in-
vaders after a series of conflicts almost unparalleled
for obstinacy in Indian war, and destroyed more
than a thousand of their best and bravest.’®

These important successes, however, could not
secure to the French an equality in trade with their
English rivals; their narrow and injudicious com-
mercial system limited the supply of European
goods to be exchanged for the spoils of the red
man’s forests; the fur ‘trade, therefore, fell almost
wholly into the hands of British merchants, and
even those native tribes in closest alliance with the
Canadian governor, obtained their scanty clothing
from the looms of Yorkshire, and their weapons of the
chase from the industrious hands of our colonists.

By the treaty of Utrecht in 1713, Louis the
Magnificent, ceded away for ever, with ignorant
indifference, the noble province of Acadia,’” the

6 « Le fruit de sa victoire (du Buisson) fut que les Anglois dés-
espcrérent de s’ établir au Détroit, ce qui auroit été la ruine entiére
de 1a Nouvelle France, non seulement 3 cause de la situation de ce
lieu, qui est le centre et le plus beau pays du Canada, mais encore
parcequ’il ne nous auroit plus éte possible d’entretenir la moindre
communication avec les sauvages d’en haut ni avec la Louisiane.”’—
Charlevoix, vol. iv., p. 105, -

7 « Le roi trés Chrétien céde 3 la reine d’Angleterre & perpétuite,
Y Acadie, ou Nourvelle Ecosse, en entier, conformément a ses anci-
ennes limites, comme aussi la ville de Port Royal, maintenant appellée
Annapolis Royale.”—Article XII. du Traité d’ Utrecht, 1713.
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inexhaustible fisheries of Newfoundland, and his
claims to the vast, but almost unknown regions of
Hudson’s Bay; his nominal sovereignty over the
Iroquois. was also thrown into the scale? and thus
a dearly purchased peace restored comparative tran-
quillity to the remnant of his American empire.?
The fierce Outagamis, more incensed than
weakened by their losses at Detroit, made savage
and murderous reprisals upon all the nations allied
to the French. Their vindictive- vigilance rendered
the routes between the distant post of Canada, and
those southward to Louisiana,' for many years

8 ¢« Ce dernier article ne nous 6ta rien de réel, et ne donna non
plus rien aux Anglais, parceque les cantons renouvellérent les protes-
tations, qu’ils avoient dejd faites plus d’une fois contre les prétentions
réciproques de leurs voisins et ont trés bien s¢u se maintenir dans la
possession de leur liberté et de leur indépendance.”— Charlevoix.

® « 1 (Prior) étoit pareillement autorisé i traite sur les limites de
I’Amerique septentrionale, et s'il plaisoit au Roi, ces deux articles
pouvoient étre réglés en peu de tems.”’— Memoires de Torcy sur la
Paix & Utrecht, vol. iii., p. 426.

! It is hardly remembered at the present day that the French nation
once claimed, and had begun to colonise, the whole region which lies
at the back of the thirteen original United States, from the mouth of
the St. Lawrence to that of the Mississippi, comprising both the
Canadas and the vast fertile valley of the Ohio; and had actually
occupied the two outlets of this whole region by its ports at Quebec
and new Orleans.* Canada, the oldest French colony, and the only

# «Tg Ville de Nouvelle Orléans fut fondée dans I'anneé 1717. M. de Bienville
fit choix de la situation. On a nommé cette fameuse ville la Nouvelle Orleans. Ceux
yui lui ont donné ce nom croyoient qu’ Orléans est du genre féminin, mais qu’ importe ?
I’ usage est établi et il est au-dessus des régles de la grammaire. Cette ville est la
premiére qu’ un des plus grands fleuves du monde ait vu s’elever sur ses bords.”—
Charlevoix, vol. viii., p. 192. .




14 THE CONQUEST OF CANADA.

almost impracticable. At one time, indeed, when
overwhelmed by a successful invasion, these im-
placable savages made a formal cession of their
territories to M. de Vaudreuil, but the moment
opportunity offered they renewed hostilities, and
although beaten in repeated encounters, having
united the remnant of their tribe to the powerful
Sioux and Chicachas,® they continued for a long
time to harass the steps of their detested conquerors.

one on the Contiuent to which that nation has sent any considerable
number of settlers, was under the management of an exclusive com-
pany from 1663 to the downfall of what was called the Mississippi
Scheme in 1720 ; and this circumstance still more perhaps than the
vicious system of granting the land to non-resident proprietors to be
held by seignorial tenure, checked its progress. Louisiana, with
more sources of surplus wealth from climate and soil, was never a
very thriving colony, and was surrendered to Spain with little reluc-
tance ; from which last power its dominion passed to the United
States.

The French traders and hunters intermarried and mixed with
the Indians at the back of our settlements, and extended their
scattered posts along the whole course of the two vast rivers of that
continent. Even at this day, far away on the upper waters of these
mighty streams, and beyond the utmost limits reached by the back-
woodsman, the traveller discovers villages in which the aspect and
social usages of the people, their festivities and their solemnities, in
which the white and red man mingle on equal terms, strangely con-
trast with the habits of the Anglo-American, and announce to
him on his first approach their Gallic origin. — Merivale, vol. i.,
p- 58 ; Sismondi, Etudes sur L’Ecole Politique, vol. ii., p. 200 ;
Latrobe.

? ¢‘Garcilasso de la Vega parle des Chichachas dans son histoire de
la conquéte de la Floride, et il les place a peu prés au méme endroit
ou ils sont encore présentement.. . . Ce sont encore les plus braves
soldats de la Louisiane, mais ils etoient beaucoup plus nombreux du
tem de Ferdinand de Soto. . . . C’est notre alliance aves les Illinois qui
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On the 10th of April, 1725, M. de Vaudreuil closed
his useful career. For one-and-twenty years he
had discharged his important duties with unswerv-
ing loyalty, ability, and vigilance. Good-fortune
crowned him with well-merited success, and he
went to rest from his earthly labours with the
blessings of a grateful people, who, under his wise
rule, had rapidly progressed to prosperity.

The Marquis de Beauharnois, captain of the
marine, succeeded to the government of the now
tranquil colony. His anxiety was aroused, however,
the year after his accession, by the vigorous efforts
of the English to extend their commerce even into
the heart of the Canadian territories. Governor
Burnet of New York, had erected a fort and trading
post at Oswego with the view of monopolising the
rich traffic of the western lakes. To counteract

this design M. de Beauharnois sent the Baron de -

Longueuil to negociate with the Indians in the
neighbourhood of Niagara, for their consent to
the erection of a French fort and establishment
upon the banks of their magnificent river where it

enters the waters of Ontario. After many dif-

ficulties in reconciling the jealousy of the native

nous a mis en guerre avec les Chichachas et les Anglois de la Caroline
attisent le feu. Notre établissement dans la Louisiane fait grand mal
au ceeur i ceux-ci; c’est une barrire que nous mettons entre leurs
puissantes colonies de I’ Amerique septentrionale, et le Mexique. . . Les
Espagnols qui nous voyent avec des yeux si jaloux nous fortifiér dans
ce pays, ne sentent pas encore l'importance du service que nous leur
rendons.”’—Charlevoix, tom. vi., p. 160.

1725
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tribes, the French succeeded in effecting their
object. On the other hand the men of New York
strengthened their defences at Oswego and increased
the garrison. Angry communications then passed
between the French and English governors in
peremptory demands for its abandonment by the
one, and prompt refusals by the other. Each was
well aware of the importance of thexposition: it
served as a means of diverting nearly all the Indian
trade by Albany and the channel of the Hudson
into the British Colonies; and also formed a frontier
protection to those numerous and flourishing settle-
ments which Anglo-Saxon industry and courage
were rapidly forming in the wilderness.

In the vain hope of checking the irrepressible
energies of rival colonisation, Beauharnois erected
a fort at Crown Point, on Lake Champlain, com-
manding its important navigation, and also serving
to hold in terror the settlers on the neighbouring
banks of the Hudson and Connecticut. The English
remonstrated without effect against this occupation,
and the French remained in peaceable possession
of their establishment. The next war that broke
out between the mother countries spread rapine and
destruction over the colonial frontiers, without any
real result beyond mutual injury -and embittered
hatred. From this fort at Crown Point, and other
posts held by the Canadians, marauding parties
poured upon the British settlements and destroyed
them with horrid barbarity. A party of French and
Indians even penetrated to Saratoga, within forty
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miles of Albany, attacked and burned the fort, and
slew, or carried into captivity, the unhappy de-
fenders. :

For many subsequent years the history of Canada
is but a chronicle of the accession of governors, and
the registration of royal edicts. In comparison with
_her southern rivals, the progress in material pros-
" perity was very slow. Idleness and drunkenness,
with all their attendant evils, were rife to a most in-
jurious extent. The innumerable fétes, or holidays
of the Church, afforded opportunities to the dissolute,
and occasioned frequent instances of serious dis-
orders, till the king was urged to interfere: the
number of these féte days was then very much re-
duced, to the great benefit of the colony. The feudal
system of tenure also operated most unfavourably
upon the development of agricultural resources, and
the forced partition of lands tended to reduce all
the landholders to a fraternity of pauperism. The
court of France endeavoured vainly to remedy these
evils, without removing the causes, and passed va-
rious edicts to encourage the further clearance of
wild land and to stimulate settlement.

In 1745, the year when the power of France in
Europe was exalted by the splendid victory of
Fontenoy, a dangerous blow was struck at her
sovereignty in America by the capture of Louisburg,
and with it the whole Island of Cape Breton,?

? From the year 1706 the name of Cape Breton was changed to
Tle Royale. Louisburg was called le Havre & 1' Anglais.
VOL. IL c
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by the New Englanders under Mr. Pepperel,* aided
by Admiral Warren’s squadron. This disaster was

4 ¢«“The importance of the colonies* was too little considered until
the commencement of the last war. The reduction of Cape Breton by
the people of New England was an acquisition so unexpected and for-
tunate, that America became, on that remarkable event, & more
general topic of conversation. Mr. Shirley, the governor of Massa-
chusetts Bay, was the principal projector of that glorious enterprise :
an enterprise which reduced to the obedience of his Britannic Majesty
the Dunkirk of North America. Of such consequence to the French
was the possession of that important key to their American settle-
ments, that its restitution, was, in reality, the purchase of the last
general peace of Europe.”’t—A4 Review of the Military Operations in
North America, in a Letter to a Nobleman, p. 4. (London, 1757.)

* «“The plan of the invasion of Cape Breton was laid at Boston, and
New England { bore the expense of it. A merchant named Pepperel, §

- who had exeited, encouraged, and directed the enterprise, was in-
trusted with the command of the army of 6000 men which had been
levied for this expedition. Though these forces, convoyed by a
squadron from Jamaica, brought the first news to Cape Breton of the
danger that threatened it; though the advantage of a surprise would

¢ «L'ile de Cap Bréton n’ €toit pas alors, (at the time of the treaty of Ryswick),
um objet, et 1" établissement que nous y avions n’avoit rien qui put exciter la jalousie
des Anglais : elle nous demeura.”—Charlevoix, tom. iij., p. 349.

1 « The island of Cape Breton, of which the French were shamefully left in pos-
session, at the treaty of Utrecht, 1713, through the negligence or corruption of the -
British ministry, when Great Britain had the power of giving law to her enemies.”—
Russell’s Modern Europe, vol. iii., p. 223.

“Ounly three years after Cape Bretom was tyken by the New Englanders, England
was obliged reluctantly to resign her favourite conquest of Cape Breton, in order to
obtain the restitution of Madras. This was by the treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle, in 1748.
The final conquest took place in 1758, by the English, under Amherst and Wolfe.”’—
Belsham, vol. ii., p. 333.

T “ The sum of 235,7491. was granted by the British Parliament to the provinces of
New England, to reimburse them for the expense of reducing Cape Breton.”—
Smollett, vol. iii., p. 224.

§ « The news of this victory being transmitted to England, Mr. Pepperel was preferred
to the dignity of a-baronet of Great Britain.”.—Ibid., vol. iii., p. 154,
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no sooner known in Paris® than an extensive arma-
ment was equipped under the command of the Duc

have secured the landing without opposition ; though they had but six
hundred regular troops to encounter, and eight hundred inhabitants
hastily armed, the success of the undertaking was still precarious.
What great exploits indeed, could have been expected from militia
suddenly assembled, who had never seen a siege or faced an enemy,
and were to act under the direction of sea officers only. These inex-
perienced troops stood in need of the assistance of some fortunate
accident, with which they were indeed favoured in a singular manner.
The construction and repair of the fortifications had always been left
to the care of the garrison at Louisburg. The soldiers were eager
to be employed on these works, as the means of procuring a comfort-
able subsistence. When they found that those who were to have paid
them appropriated to themaselves the profits of their labours, they
demanded justice : it was denied them, and they determined to assert
their right.  As the depredations had been shared between the chief
persons of the colony and the subaltern officers, the soldiers could
obtain no redress. They had, in consequence, lived in open rebellion
for above six months when the English appeared before the place. This
was the time to conciliate the minds of both parties; the soldiers
made the first advances, but their commanders distrusted a generosity
of which they themselves were incapable. It was firmly believed that
the soldiers were only desirous of sallying out that they might have
an opportunity of deserting, and their own officers kept them in a
manner prisoners until a defence so ill managed had reduced them to
the necessity of capitulating. The whole island shared the fate of
Louisburg, its only bulwark. This valuable possession restored to
France by the treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle, was again attacked by the
English in 1748, and taken. The possession was confirmed to Great
Britain by the peace in 1763, since which the fortifications have been
blown up, and the town of Louisburg dismantled.”— Winterbottom's
History of America, vol. iv., p. 14.

* ¢ When Marshal Belleisle was told of the taking of Cape Breton,
he said, he could believe that, because the ministry had no hand in it.
We are making bonfires for Cape Breton, and thundering over
Genoa, while our army in Flanders is running away.”’—Walpole’s
Letters to Sir Horace Mann. July 26, 1745,
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d’Anville, an officer of known valour and-ability.

- The wounded pride of the French hurried on rapidly

the preparations for this expedition which they con-
fidently hoped would redeem the tarnished honour
of their arms in the western world. Early in May
the fleet was already completely appointed; but
the elements did not second these energetic prepa-
rations, and contrary winds detained the armament
till the 22nd of June. Then it at last put to sea,
in the formidable strength of eleven ships of the
line, thirty smaller vessels of war, and transports
containing 3000 regular soldiers. Nova Scotia,
the Acadia® of other days, was their destination.
There it was expected that the old French settlers,
who had unwillingly submitted to English conquest,

¢ «“The tract of country known by the name of Nova Scotia, or
New Scotland, was, in 1784, divided into two provinces, viz. New
Brunswick on the south-west, and Nova Scotia on the south-east.
The former comprehends that part of the old province of Nova Scotia
which lies to the northward, and westward of a line drawn from the
mouth of the River St. Croix, through the centre of the Bay of Fundy
to Baye Verte, and thence into the Gulf of St. Lawrence, including all
lands within six leagues of the coast. The rest in the province of
Nova Scotia, to which is annexed the island of St. John’s, which lies
north of it in the Gulf of St. Lawrence.. The modern Nova Scotia is
the French Acadia. The modern New Brunswick is the French
Nouvelle Ecosse. This name was given by Sir William Alexander,
to whom the first grant of lands was given by James I. ; since then
the country has frequently changed hands, from the French to the
English nation, backwards and forwards. It was not confirmed to the
English till the peace of Utrecht. Three thousand families were
transported into this country in 1749, at the charge of the govern-
ment, and they built and settled the town of Halifax,”’—Winter-
bottom’s History of America, vol. iv., p. 39.
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would readily range themselves once more under
the fleur-de-lys; Canada had already sent her
contingent of 1700 men under M. de Ramsay to
aid the enterprise, and M. de Conflans, with four
ships of the line from the West Indies, was directed
to join the squadron.

- This formidable fleet was but a short time at sea
when the ships separated and fell into hopeless
confusion. On the 12th of September, indeed, the
Duc d’Anville reached the western continent in
the Northumberland, accompanied by a few other
vessels, but there no laurels awaited the gallant
admiral, he was suddenly seized with apoplexy,
and in four days his body was committed to the
deep. The vice-admiral immediately proposed re-
turning to France on account of the absence of
the greater part of his force, but other officers
strongly opposed this desponding counsel, and
urged a bold attack upon Nova Scotia’ rather
than an inglorious retreat. The more vigorous
course was adopted by a council of war, which
threw the vice-admiral into such a state of frantic

7 ¢ La cour de France avoit extrémement a ceur de recouvrer cette
province (Acadia) ; les efforts reitérés des Anglois pour I’avoir en leur
puissance, et plus encore, leur triomphe apres ’avoir conquise, avoit
enfin ouvert les yeux aux Frangois sur la grandeur de la pérte qu'ils
avoient faite. M. de Pontchartrain écrivit ainsi 2 M. de Beauharnois:
¢ Je vous ai fait assez connoitre combien il est important de reprendre
ce poste (le Port Royal) avant que les ennemies y soient solidement
établis. La conservation de toute I'Amérique septentrionale, et le
commerce des Péches le démandent également : ce sont deux objets
qui me touchent vivement.’ ’—Charlevoix, tom. iv., p. 90.
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excitement that he ran himself through the body,
fancying he had fallen into the hands of the enemy.
De la Jonquiére succeeded to the command, and
although more than three-score years of age, acted
with unimpaired energy. But the elements were
again hostile to France, the fleet was dispersed by
a violent storm off Cape Sable, and the shattered
remnant of the expedition returned ingloriously
to their country, without having accomplished any
of the objects for which they had been sent forth.

The government at Paris was however by no
means cast down by these untoward occurrences;
and the armament was speedily equipped to renew
their efforts against the English colonies; the
expedition was prepared at Brest under the com-
mand of M. de la Jonquiere, and at the same time
a squadron under M. de St. George was arn® with
a view to threaten the coasts of British India.

The English ministry early informed of all the
movements of their opponents, resolved to intereept
both these squadrons, which' they had been apprised
would sail from port at the same time. Admiral
Anson and rear-admiral Warren were ordered upon
this enterprise with a formidable fleet, and taking
their departure from Plymouth steered  for Cape
Finisterre on the Gallican coast. On the 3rd of
May they fell in with the French squadrons of six
large men-of-war, as many frigates, four armed East
Indiamen, and a valuable convoy of thirty ships.
The enemy’s heavier vessels immediately formed in
order of battle while the merchantmen made all
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sail away under the protection of the frigates. The
British were also ready for action, and a severe
combat ensued; before night all the French line of
battle ships were captured after a spirited defence,
but two-thirds of the convoy escaped through the
darkness of the night. A considerable quantity of
bullion fell into the hands of the victors, and their
grateful sovereign rewarded the courage and good
fortune of the admirals, by raising Anson to the
peerage, and decorating Warren with the ribbon of
the Bath. )

Admiral de la Jonquiére, the newly appointed
governor of Canada, was among the numerous
captives who graced the triumph of the British fleet ;
when the news of this event reached Paris the king
appointed to the vacant dignity the Comté de la
Galissoniere,® an officer of distinguished merit and

8 ¢« Roland Michel Barrin, Marquis de la Galissoniére, remplit la
poste de gouverneur comme s'il ne se fit toute sa vie occupé que
de cet objet. . . Il établit 3 Quebec un arsenal maritime, et un chantier
de construction, ou l'on n’employa que les bois des pays. Il con-
gut, proposa, et fit adopter le vasté plan dont il commenca 1'éxécution,
de joindre le Canada et la Louisiana par une chaine de forts et
d’établissements, le long de I’Ohio et des Mississippi, 4 travers les
régions désertes qui séparaient ces deux colonies a Vouest des lacs.
A Tavantage d’établir entre elles une communication moins pénible
et moins long que par le nord, se joignoit celui de pouvoir faire
parvenir les dépéches en France, en hiver par la Louisiane, tandis que
lembouchure du fleuve St. Laurent est fermeé par les glaces; enfin
celui de resserrer les Anglais entre les montagnes et la mer. . . .
Il emporta tous les regrets quand il revint en France, en 1749.
- - La défaite de I'amiral Anglais, Byng, et la prise de Minorque
que fut le fruit de cette victoire décisive, couronnérent sa carriére.
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ability. The wisdom of this selection was speedily
displayed ; the new governor no sooner entered
upon the duties of office than his active zeal
found employment in endeavouring to develope the
magnificent resources of his province. He made
himself thoroughly acquainted with the face of the
country, the climate, population, agriculture, and
commerce, and then presented an able statement to
the French court of the great importance of the
colony, and a system which, had it been adopted
in time, might have secured it against English
aggression.

The Comte de la Galissoniere proposed that
M. du Quesne, a skilful engineer, should be appointed

Il avoit entrepris cette derniére expédition contre 1’avis des médécins
qui lui avoient annoncé sa mort comme prochaine, s’il se rembar-
quoit. . . . Il cacha ses maux tant qu’il put, mais il fut enfin
obligé de se démettre du commandement. Il revint en France- et se
mit en route pour Fontainebleau ol dtoit alors le roi. Les forces
lui manquérent totalement a Nemours, ou il mourut le 26 Octobre,
1756. . . . A ses talens éminens comme marin, la Galisso-
niére unissoit une infinité de connaissances. . . . Sérieux et
ferme, mais en méme tems doux, modéré, affable, et intégre, il se
faisolt respecter et chérir de tous ceux qui servoient sous ses ordres

. Tant de belles qualités étoient cachées sous un extérieur peu
avantageux. La Galissoniere étoit de petite taille et bossu. Lors-
que les sauvages vinrent le saluer a son arrivée au Canada, frappés
de son peu d’apparence, ils lui parlérent en ces termes, ¢ Il faut que
tu aies une bien belle dme, puisqu’ avee un si vilain corps, le grand
chef notre pére t’a envoyéici pour nous commander.” Ils ne tardérent
pas i reconnaitre la justice de leur opinion, et entourérent de leur
amour et de leur vénération, en I'appellant du nom de pére, I'homme
qui ne se servit du pouvoir que pour améliorer leur sort.”’— Biogra-
phie Universelle, art. Galissoniére.
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to establish a line of fortifications through the
interior of the country, and at the same time,
urged the government of France to send out 10,000
peasants to form settlements on the banks of the
great lakes and southern rivers. By these means
he affirmed that the English colonies would be
restricted within the narrow tract lying eastward
from the Alleghany Mountains, and in time laid
open to invasion and ruin. His advice was, how-
. ever, disregarded, and the splendid province of
Canada soon passed for ever from under the sway
of France.®

 « In observing on old maps the extent of the ancient French
colonies in America, I was haunted by one painful idea. I asked
myself how the government of my country could have left colonies to
perish which would now be to us a source of inexhaustible pros-
perity. From Acadia and Canada to Louisiana, from the mouth of
the St. Lawrence to that of the Mississippi, the territories of New
France surrounded what originally formed the confederation of the
thirteen United States. The eleven other States, the district of_
Colombia, the Michigan, North West, Missouri, Oregon, and Ark-
ansas territories belonged or would have belonged to us, as they
now belong to the United States, by the cession of the English and
Spaniards, our first heirs in Canada and in Louisiana. More than
two-thirds of North America would acknowledge the sovereignty of
France. . . . We possessed here vast countries which might
have offered a home to the excess of our population, an important
market to our commerce, a nursery to our navy. Now we are forced
to confine in our prisons culprits condemned by the tribunals, for
want of a spot of ground whereon to place these wretched creatures.
We are excluded from the New World where the human race is
recommencing. The English and Spanish languages serve to express
the thoughts of many millions' of men in Africa, in Asia, in the
South Sea Islands, on the continent of the two Americas; and we,
disinherited of the conquests of our courage and our genius, hear
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Under the impression that the expected peace
between the mother countries would render it
important to define the boundaries of their colonial
possessions, the active governor of Canada dispatched
M. de Celeron de Bienville, with 300 men, totraverse
the vast wilderness lying from Detroit south-east
to the Apalachian mountains. Assuming this range
as the limit of the British colonies, he directed that
leaden plates, engraved with the arms of France
should be buried at particular places in the western
country to mark the territories of France; and that
the chief of the expedition should endeavour to
secure a promise from the Indians to exclude for
the future all English traders. At the same time he
gave notice to the governor of Pennsylvania that
he was commanded by the King of France to seize
all British merchants:found in those countries, and
to confiscate their goods. De Celeron fulfilled his
difficult commission to the best of his powers, but
the forms of possession which he executed excited
the jealous apprehension of the Indians, who con-
cluded that he designed to subject or even enslave
them.

When M. de 1a Galissoniére failed in his endeavour .

. the language -of Racine, of Colbert, and of Louis XIV., spoken

merely in a few hamlets of Louisiana and Canada, under a foreign
sway. There it remains, as though but for an evidence of the
reverses of our fortune and the errors of our policy. Thus then has
France disappeared from North America, like those Indian tribes
with which she sympathised, and some of the wrecks of which
I have beheld.” — Chateaubriand’s Travels in America, vol. ii.,
p- 207.
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to obtain the aid of an extensive immigration from
France, he turned his thoughts towards the Acadian
settlers’ (whom the treaty of Utrecht had transferred
to the British crown,) with the object of forming a
new colony. The readiest expedient to influence this
simple and pious people was, obviously, by gaining
over their clergy; the Abbe le Loutre was selected
as the fittest ambassador to induce them to with<
draw from allegiance to the English government.
This politic and unscrupulous priest, appealed to
their interests, nationality, and religion as induce-
ments to abandon the conquered country, and to
establish themselves under the French crown in a
new settlement which he proposed to form on' the
Canadian side of Acadia. Le Loutre’s persuasions
influenced many of these primitive people to proceed
to the French posts, where every protection and
attention was bestowed upon them.

! From the treaty of St. Germain-en-Laye, 1632, till 1654, the
French had quiet possession of Aeadia ; then Cromwell sent Major
Sedgwick to attack it, with orders to expel all who would not
acknowledge themselves subjects of England. Sedgwick executed
his commission, and Cromwell passed a grant of Acadia to one De la
Tour, a French refugee, who had purchased Lord Sterling’s title to
that country ; and De la Tour soon after transferred his right to
Sir William Temple.

Nova Scotia was ceded to Franee at the treaty of Breda in 1670.
In 1690 it was retaken by Sir William Phipps on his way to Quebec.
1t was given back to France by the treaty of Ryswick ; retaken by
General Nicholson (who gave the name of Annapolis to Port Royal)
in 1710, during the War of the Succession. It was formally and
finally ceded to England at the peace of Utrecht. The undefined
limits of Nova Scotia were a eonstant source of dispute between the
French and English nations,
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Animated by the success of this measure, and

.
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i ' sanguine that large numbers of the Acadians would
follow the first seceders, de la Galissoniére induced )
| the home government to appoint a considerable sum ;

yearly to carrying out his views, but in the midst of
his patriotic exertions he was obliged to hand over ‘
the reins of government to M. de€ la Jonquiére, who
had now arrived to claim the post so- ably held
by another during his captivity with the English.
Galissoniére, however, before he sailed for France, ,
magnanimously furnished his successor with the
best information on colonial matters, and pointed
out the most promising plans for the improvement
of the province;? De la Jonquiere unwisely rejected
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* Professor Kalm thus speaks of La Galissoni¢re, who was the
governor of Quebec at the time of his travels through Canada. ¢ He
was of a low stature and somewhat hump-backed. He has a sur-
prising knowledge in all branches of science, and especially in natural
history, in which he is so well versed, that, when he began to speak
to me about it, I imagined I saw our great Linnsus under a new
{ form. When he spoke of the use of natural history, of the method
i of learning, and employing it to raise the state of a country, I was
; astonished to see him take his reasons from politics, as well as
natural philosophy, mathematics, and other sciences : I own that my
conversation with this nobleman was very instructive to me, and I
always drew a great deal of useful knowledge from it. He told me
several ways of employing natural history to the purposes of politics,
! and to make a country powerful in order to depress its envious,
neighbours. Never has natural history had a greater promotion in
| this country, and it is very doubtful whether it will ever have its
-1 equai here. As soon as he got the place of governor-general, he
q began to take those measures for getting information in natural
history, which I have mentioned before. When he saw people who
had for some time been in a settled place of the country, especially in
the more remote parts, he always questioned them about the trees,
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such as related to the Acadian settlements, but the
King of France disapproved of his inaction and
reprimanded him for not having continued the
course of his predecessor. Instructions were given
him to take immediate possession of the neighbour-
ing country, to build new forts for its retention, and
to occupy it with troops; he was also desired to aid
Le Loutre in all his proceedings and to forward his
designs. In obedience to these orders, M. de Bois-
hebert was dispatched with a body of troops and
some peasants, to take post near the mouth of the
River St. John, which was looked upon as an im-
portant post for the defence of the new settlement.

plants, earths, stones, ores, animals, &c., of the place. Those who
seemed to have clearer notions than the rest were obliged to give
him circumstantial descriptions of what they had seen. He himself
wrote down all the accounts he received, and by this great apprecia-
tion, so uncommon among persons of his rank, he soon acquired a
knowledge of the most distant parts of America. The priests, com-
mandants of forts and of several distant places, are often surprised
by his questions, and wonder at his knowledge when they come to
Quebec to pay their visits to him, for he often tells them, that near
such a mountain, or on such a shore, &c., where they often went a
hunting, there are some particular plants, trees, earths, ores, &e.,
for he bhad got a knowledge of these things before. From hence it
happened that some of the inhabitants believed he had a preter-
natural knowledge of things, as he was able to mention all the
curiosities of places, sometimes near 200 Swedish miles from Quebec,
though he never was there himself. Never was there a better states-
man than he, and nobody can take better measures, and choose more
proper means for improving a country and increasing its welfare.
Canada was scarcely acquainted with the treasure it possessed in the
person of this nobleman when it lost him again ; the king wanted his
services at home, and could not have him so far off.”’—Kalm in
Pinkerton, vol. xiit., p. 679.
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These measures inevitably aroused the jealousy of
the English governor of Nova Scotia, who made re-
peated remonstrances on the subject, but with no
other effect than that of causing de la Jonquiére to
warn his officers to avoid all possible grounds of
dispute, as he expected the limits of the rival powers
would be speedily arranged.

Supplies for the new post at St. John’s could only
be obtained from Quebec, and transmitted by the
long and difficult circuit of the whole Acadian penin-
sula.. M. de Vergor was sent on this mission in an
armed sloop, containing milita,ry and other stores
for the French and Indians. He was ordered to
avoid all English vessels, but if he could no longer
shun pursuit, to fight to the last. This stern com-
mand was not obeyed, for he surrendered without
an effort to Captain Rous, who, apprised of his
design, had intercepted him on the coast. On the
news of the capture of this sloop, M. de la Jonquiére
empowered the governor of Louisburg® to make
reprisals upon all English vessels that might enter
his port.

General Cornwallis, governor of Halifax,* sent a

3 Louisburg, together with the whole island of Cape Breton, had
been restored to the French by the treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle in 1748.
¢ «In the year after the peace of Aix-la-Chapelle the land forces
of Great Britain were reduced to little more than 18,000 men ;
those in Minorca, Gibraltar, and the American plantations, to
10,000 ; while the sailors retained in the royal navy were under
17,000.”—(Commons’ Journals, Nov, 23, 1749, and Jan. 19, 1750.
¢ From the large number both of soldiers and seamen suddenly dis-
charged, it was found that they might be either driven to distress or
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detachment of British troops, under Major Lawrence,
to watch the movements of la Corne, the French
commander, who had been directed to build a fort
on the Bay of Fundy, called Beau-sejour.® As soon
as Le Loutre became aware of the arrival of the
English, he caused the houses and homesteads of

tempted to depredation. Thus, both for their own comfort and for
the quiet of the remaining community, emigration seemed to afford
a safe and excellent resource. The province of Nova Scotia was
fired upon for this experiment, and the freehold of fifty acres was
offered to each settler, with ten aeres more for every child brought
with him, besides a free passage and an exemption from all taxes
during a term of ten years. Allured by such advantages, above
4000 persons, with their families, embarked under the command of
Colonel Carnwallis, and landed at the harbour of Chebuctow. The
new town which soon srose from these labours received its name
from the Earl of Halifax, who presided at the Board of Trade, and
who had the principal share in the foundation of this colony. In the
first winter there were but 300 huts of wood, surrounded by a
palisade ; but Halifax at present deserves to be ranked among the’
most thriving dependencies of the British erown 2 ’—Lord Mahon’s
History of England, vol. iv., p. 6.

8 ¢ As it was the intention of the government to build a strong fort
at Beau-sejour, Chaussegros de Léry, son of the engineer who traced
the fortifications of Quebec, was sent for that purpose. De Vassau,
who succeeded la Corne in the command of this post, was instructed
as his predecessor had been, to pay the utmost attention to the
Abbé le Loutre, and to avoid all disputes with the English.
De Vassan’s penetration soon led him to discover Le Loutre’s true
character ; but not wishing to have any misunderstanding with him,
be left him full scope in the management of the affairs of the
Acadians, These unhappy people had from the first felt the iron
band of his tyranny ; neither the provisions nor clothing furnished by
the crown could be obtained without repeated supplications and
prayers, and in every instance he showed a heart steeled against
every sentiment of humanity.”—Smith's History of Canada, vol, i.,
p- 217.
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those unfortunate Acadians who remained faithful
to England to be burned. Soon after this cruel
severity the French and English leaders held a con-
ference, and agreed to erect forts opposite to each
other on each side of the River Beau-bassinS, but to
remain at peace till they received further instruc-
tions.

While occasions of dispute were thus arising on
the Nova Scotia peninsula, a still more dangerous
difficulty threatened the cause of peace in the far
west. The governors of the British colonies con-
tinued to grant license to their merchants to trade
on the banks of the Ohio, in contempt of the haughty
pretensions of French sovereignty. By the orders of
la Jonquiére, three of these adventurers were seized,
with all their goods, and carried captive to Montreal ;
after a long examination, however, they were dis-
charged. »

6 «« We soon after came to an anchor in the basin, called by the
French, with much propriety, Beau-bassin, where a hundred ships
of the line may ride in safety withount crowding, and from the
time we entered this bay we found water enough everywhere for a
first-rate ship of war. It is about five miles from Beau-sejour, now
Fort Cumberland.”’—Knox’s Histortcal Journal, vol. i., p- 35.
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CHAPTER IL

IN the year 1750, commissioners met at Paris to 1750

adjust the various boundaries of the North American
territories, M. de Galissoniere and M. de Silhouette
on the part of France, and Messrs. Shirley and
Mildmay on the part of Great Britain. The English
co\mmissioners, however, soon perceived that there
was little chance of arriving at a friendly arrange-
ment. The more they advanced in their offers the
more the French demanded, futile objections were
started, and unnecessary delays continued ; atlength
Mr. Shirley! and his colleague broke up the con-
ference and returned to England. It now became
evident that a decisive struggle was at hand.

Under the rule of M. de la Jonquiére a great and
growing evil cankered the spirit of Canada. The

! Mr. Shirley was born in England, and brought up to the law.
In that profession he afterwards practised for many years in the
Massachusetts Bay, and in 1741 was advanced to the supreme com-
mand of that aplony. Upon the conclusion of the peace of Aix-la-
Chapelle he wds chosen as one of the British commissioners at Paris,
and when the conference there broke up, he resumed his government
in New England (in 1753).

OL. 1I. ] D

1752



¢
¢
3
13
H

L1

" ——

s e o

1752

34 THE CONQUEST OF CANADA.

scanty salaries? allowed to the government officers
afforded a great inducement to peculation ; especially
as the remoteness of the colony rendered retribution
distant and uncertain. The Indian trade opened
a field for enormous dishonesty; M. Bigot, the
intendant, discontented with his inadequate stipend,
ventured to farm out trade licenses for his own
profit and that of his creatures, and speedily accu-
mulated considerable wealth ; he, the governor, and
a few others formed themselves into a company and
monopolised nearly all the commerce of the country
to the great indignation of the colonists. M. de la
Jonquiére and his sccretary, St. Sauveur, also kept
exclusively to themselves the nefarious privilege of
supplying brandy to the Indians; by this they
realised immense profits.

At length a storm of complaints arose against the
unworthy governor, and even reached the dull ears
of his patrons at the court of France. Aware that

? «The salaries allotted to the officers of the civil departments in
the French colonial governments were extremely moderate and inade-
quate to support their respective situations. In 1758 that of the
Marquis de Vaudreuil, governor and lieutenant-general of Canada,
amounted to no more than 2721. 1s. 8d. sterling, out of which he was
to clothe, maintain, and pay a guard for himself, consisting of two
serjeants and twenty-five soldiers, furnishing them with firing in
winter, and with other necessary articles. The pay of the whole
officers of justice and police was 5141 1ls. sterling, and the total
sum appropriated for the pay of the established officers, composing
the various branches of the civil power, did not exceed 38097, 8s.
sterling.”—Heriot’s Travels in Canada, p. 98.
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his case would not bear investigation he demanded
his recall, but before a successor could be appointed
he died at Quebec on the 17th of May, 1752,% aged
sixty-seven years. Though not possessed of brilliant
gifts, M. de la Jonquiére was a man of considerable
ability, and had displayed notable courage and
conduct in many engagements; but a miserable
avarice stained his character, and he died enormously
wealthy while denying himself the ordinary
necessaries of -his rank and situation.* Charles

3 «QOn the 1st January of this year England adopted the New
Style, which had been long before in use amongst all civilised nations,
except Russia and Sweden. They, with England, still clung to the
exploded system, for no better reason, apparently, than because it
was a pope who established the new. ¢It was not in my opinion,’
writes Chesterfield, ¢ very honourable for England to remain in gross
and avowed error, especially in such company.” The bill for the
reformation of the calendar was moved by Lord Chesterfield in a
very able, and seconded by Lord Macelesfield, in a very learned
speech,—and it was successfully carried through both Houses. The
bill had been framed by these two noblemen in concert with
Dr. Bradley and other eminent men of science. To correct the old
calendar, eleven nominal days were to be suppressed in September,
1752, so that the day following the 2nd of that month should be
styled the 14th. The difficulties that might result from the change,
as affecting rents, leases, and bills of exchange, were likewise care-
fully considered and effectually prevented.”’—Lord Mahon’s History of
England, vol. iv., p. 23.

4 <« He amassed, while governor of Canada, by commerce alone,
more than a million livres, besides which, he had for many years
sixty thousand livres from his appointments and pensions. Yet not-
withstanding his riches, his avarice was in many instances so extreme,
that he denied himself the common necessaries of life. During his
last illness, he ordered the wax tapers that were burning in his room
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Le Moine, Baron de Longueiul, then governor of
Montreal, being next in seniority, assumed the reins
of power until the arrival of a successor.

The Marquis du Quesne de Menneville was
appointed governor of Canada, Louisiana, Cape
Breton, &c., on the recall of M. de la Jonqui¢re in
1752 ; he was reputed a man of ability, but was
of haughty and austere disposition. Galissoniére
who had recommended the appointment, furnished
him with every information respecting the colony
and the territorial claims of France; thus instructed
he landed "at Quebec in August, where he was
received with the usual ceremonies.

The orders given to the new governor with regard
to the disputed boundaries, were such as to leave
little doubt on his mind, that the sword alone could
enable him to secure their execution, and the cha-
racter of his stubborn though unwarlike rivals,
promised a determined resistance to his views.®> His
first attention was therefore directed to the military

to be changed for tallow candles, observing that ‘the latter would
answer every purpose, and were less expensive.’ "—Smith’s History
of Canada, vol. i., p. 223.

5 « While Britain claimed an indefinite extent to the west, France
insisted on confining her to the eastern side of the Alleghany moun-
tains, and claimed the whole country whose waters run into the
Mississippi, in virtue of her right, as the first discoverer of that river.
The delightful region between the summit of those mountains and
the Mississippi was the object for which these two powerful nations
contended, and it soon became apparent that the sword alone could
decide the contest.””—Marshall's Life of Washington, vol. i., p. 294 ;
Belsham, vol. ii., pp. 363, 364.




THE CONQUEST OF CANADA. 37

resources of his command; he forthwith organised
the militia® of Quebec and Montreal under efficient
officers, and attached bodies of artillery to the
garrison of each city; the militia of the country
parishes next underwent a careful inspection, and
nothing was neglected to strengthen the efficiency
of this army.

In 1753 several French detachments were sent to
the banks of the Ohio? with orders to establish forts

““ Thus France would have enjoyed, in time of peace, the whole
Indian trade, and the English colonies, in time of war, must have
had a frontier of 1200 miles to defend against blood-thirsty savages,
conducted by French officers, and supported by regular troops. It
was, in fact, to attempt the extinction of the British settlements, and
yét without such interior communication as was projected between
Canada and Louisiana, the French settlements on the St. Lawrence
and Mississippi, could never, it was said, attain any high degree of
consequence or security ; the navigation of one of those rivers being
at all seasons difficult, and that of the other blocked up with ice
during the winter months, so as to preclude exterior support or
relief. This scheme of usurpation, which is supposed to have long
occupied the deliberations of the court of Versailles, was ardently
embraced by M. de la Jonquiére, now commander-in-chief of the
French forces in North America, and by la Galisgoniére, a man of a
bold and enterprising spirit, who had been appointed governor of New
France in 1747. - By their joint efforts, in addition to those of their
predecessors, forts were erected along the Great Lakes, which com-
municate with the River St. Lawrence, and also on the Ohio and
Mississippi. - The vast chain was almost completed from Quebec to
New Orleans, when the court of England, roused by repeated injuries,
broke off the conferences relative to the limits of Nova Seotia.”’—
Russell’s Modern Europe, vol. iii., p. 273.

¢ See Appendix, No. LXV.

T «The governors of Canada, who were generally military men,
had, for several preceding years, judiciously selected and fortificd
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and to secure the alliance of the Indians by liberal
presents, and splendid promises. The wily savages,
however, quickly perceived that the rival efforts of
the two great European powers would soon lead to
a war of which their country must be the scene,

such situations as would give their nation most influence with the
Indians, and most facilitate incursions into the northern English pro-
vinces. The command of Lake Champlain had been acquired by
erecting a strong fort at Crown Point, and a connected chain of posts
was maintained from Quebec up the St. Lawrence and along the
Great Lakes. It was now intended to unite these posts with the
Mississippi, by taking positions which should enable them to circum-
seribe, and at the same time annoy, the frontier settlements of the
English. The execution of this plan was probably in some degree
accelerated by an act of the British government. The year after the
‘conclusion of the war with France, several very influential persons,
both in England and Virginia, who associated under the name of the
Ohio Company, obtained from the Crown a grant for 600,000 acres
of land, lying in the country which was claimed by hoth natiors,
Several opulent merchants, as well as noblemen and gentlemen, being
members of this Company, its objects were commercial as well as
territorial ; and measures were immediately taken to derive all the
advantages expected from their grants in both these respects, by
establishing houses for carrying on their trade with the Indies. The
governor of Canada, who obtained early intelligence of this intrusion,
as he deemed it, into the dominions of his Christian Majesty, wrote
immediately to the governors of New York and Pennsylvania, inform-
ing them that the English traders bad encroached on the French
territory, by trading with the Indians, and warning them that, if they
did not desist, he should be under the necessity of seizing them
wherever they should be found. This threat having been disregarded,
it was put in execution by seizing the British traders .among the
Twightwees,* and carrying them as prisoners to a fort on Lake
Erie.”—Marshall’s Life of Washington, vol. i., p. 297.

* The Twightwees were Indians who lived on the banks of the Ohio.
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and they endeavoured to the utmost of their
ability to rid themselves of both their dangerous
visitors. Disregarding these efforts and intreaties,
both the English and French advanced nearer
to each other, and the latter fortified several
posts upon the Alleghany, and the Ohio. When
the hostile designs of France became thus appa-
rent, Mr. Dinwiddie, governor of Virginia,® which
was the most exposed of the British provinces,
undertook to check these aggressions upon his
own responsibility, and formed a regiment of militia
for the purpose. A small detachment raised by
the Ohio Company was immediately sent to protect
the traders, and take possession of the Forks of
the Ohio and Monongahela, the precise spot where
the first efforts of the French would probably be
made. They had scarcely begun the erection of a
fort when M. de Contrecceur with 1200 men arrived
from Venango in 300 canoes, drove them from the
ground® and completed and occupied their fortifi-
cation; to this since well known spot he gave the
name of Fort du Quesne.! In the meantime the

® «The country taken possession of by the French troops had
actually been granted as a part of the territory of Virginia to the
Ohio Company, who were in consequence commencing its settlements.”’
~—Marshall’s Life of Waskington, vol., p. 298.

? ¢« Which was the less to be wondered at,” remarks Major
Washington in his Journal, as the garrison of the fort consisted
but of thirty-three effective men.” They were commanded by
Captain Trent.

! This name was given in honour of the then governor of Canada,
the Marquis du Quesne de Menneville. Fort du Quesne is now called
Pittsburg.
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Virginia militia marched to the aid of the English,
and met them on their retreat at Wills Creek; the
colonel of this body had died soon after it took
the field, and the command devolved upon the
officer next in seniority—GEORGE WASHINGTQN, the
father of the Great Republic. _
To gain intelligence of the movements of the Vir-
ginians, frequent expeditions were dispatched from
Fort du Quesne. One of these, forty-five in number,
commanded by M. Jumonville,? was surprised by
Colonel Washington, and destroyed or captured with
the exception of one man.® The victors immediately
proceeded to intrench themselves on the scene of
action, a place called Little Meadows, with the view
of holding their ground till reinforcements should
arrive; they gave to their little stronghold the name
of Fort Necessity. They were soon after joined by

2 Smollett says that ¢ Jumonville bore a summons to Colonel
Washington, requiring him to quit the fort, which he pretended was
built on ground belonging to the French or their allies. So little
regard was paid to this intimation, that the English fell upon this
party, and, as the French affirm, without the least provocation, either
slew or took the whole detachment. De Villiers, incensed at these
unprovoked hostilities . . . .”’—Smollett, vol. iii., p. 421.

3 ¢« This skirmish, of small importance, perhaps, in itself, was yet
among the principal causes of the war. It is no less memorable as
the first appearance in the pages of history of one of their brightest
orpaments,—of that great and good man,—GENERAL WasHINGTON.”
—Lord Mahon’s History of England, vol. iv., p. 65.

¢ This event was no sooner known in England than the British
ambassador at Paris received directions to complain of it to the
French ministry, as an open violation of the peace.”’— Smollett, vol. iil.,

p- 421.
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the remainder of the Virginia militia and a company
from South Carolina, which raised their strength
to about 400 men. When M. de Contrecceur received
intelligence of Jumonville’s disaster, he sent M. de
Villiers with 1000 regular troops and 100 Indians
to obtain satisfaction. . Colonel Washington resolved
to await the attack in the fort, and trust to the arrival
of some troops promised by the State of New York
for his relief. He was, however, so warmly assailed
by the French, on the 3d of July, that he found it
neeessary to surrender the same evening, stipulating
to march out with all the honours of war, and every-
thing in his possession except the artillery. The
capitulation* was scarcely signed when it was most

* «“The capitulation was written in French, and as neither
Mr. Washington nor any of his” party understood that language, a
foreigner was employed to read it to them in English. But instead
of acting the part of a faithful interpreter, when he came to the
word ¢ assassination,”* employed in the capitulation to designate

* Washington makes a laboured defence of his conduct in the affair of M. de
Jumonville, tn the “ Journal of his Expedition to the Ohio.” In M. de Villiers’s
¢ Journal of his Campaign ™ he always uses the term “ assassination ™ with reference to
his brother’s death. The only notice he takes of the broken terms of the capitulation
is—* The consternation of the English was so great, when they heard the French
savages laid claim to the pillage, that they ran away and left behind them even their flag
and a pair of their colours.”—Translation of M. de Villiers's Journal, July 4th, 1754,

The following is the testimonyjof the Canadiin historian, Garneau :—* Le 17 Mai
(1754), au soir M. de Jumonville s’ était retiré dans une vallon profond et obscur,
lorsque des sauvages qui r0daient le découvrirent et en informérent le Colonel Wash-
ington, qui arrivait dans le voisinage avec ses troupes. Celui~ci marcha toute la nuit
pour le cerner, et le lendemain au point du jour il attaqua avec précipitation, marchant
comme 3 une surprise 3 la téte de son détachment. Jumonville fut tu€ avec neuf
hommes de sa suite. Les Frangais prétendent que ce deputé fit signe qu'l était porteur
d'une lettre de son commandant, que le feu cesss, et que ce ne fut qu’ aprés que ’on
eiit commencé la lecture de la sommation que les assaillans se remirent i tirer.
Washington affirme qu’il étoit i la téte de la marche, et qu’ aussitdt que les Frangais
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shamefully broken, the baggage was plundered, the
horses and cattle destroyed, and the officers detained
2 for some time as prisoners. At length Colonel Wash-
§ ington retired as he best might, and met at Win-
chester the reinforcements that but a day before
would have enabled him to stem the tide of French
usurpation; he was then however fain to content
himself with erecting Fort Cumberland® at Wills
Creek where he held his ground.

M. de Jumonville’s defeat and death, he translated it  the defeat of
M. de Jumonville.” This I have the best authority to assert; the
authority of the English officers who were present. Indeed, the
thing speaks for itself. It cannot be supposed that these gentlemen
should know so little of what they owed to themselves, both as men
and as soldiers, as not to prefer any extremity rather than submit to
the disgrace of being branded with the imputation of so horrid a
crime. After all, had they been guilty of this charge they could
; scarce have been worse used than they were.”’— History of the late
!f War in America, by Major Thomas Mante, p. 14 (London, 1772).

!‘ ¢ <« The coal measures of this part of Maryland are usually called
| the Cumberland coal-field, from Fort Cumberland, famous for the
i wars of the English with the French and Indians, in which General
i Washington took part before the American Revolution.  The carbo-
niferous strata, are arranged geologically in a trough, about twenty-five
miles long, from north to south, and from three to four miles broad.

b P 25

Ie virent, ils coururent & leurs armes sans appeller, ce qu'il aurait dfi entendre s'ils
Pavaient fait. Il est probable qu’il y a du vrai dans les deux versions : l'attaque fut
si précipitée qu'il diit s'ensuivre une confusion qui ne permit pas de rien déméler;
mais ¢'il 0’y a pas eu d’assassinat, on se demandera toujours pourquoi Washington avec
des forces si supérieures & celles de Jumonville, montra une si grande ardeur pour
le surprendre au point du jour comme #’il efit €t¢ un ennemi fort & craindre? Ce
n'était point certai t avec 30 he que Jumonville était en état d’accepter le
combat. . . . Tels sont les humbles exploits par lesquels le futur conquérant des libertés
Américaines commenga ss carriére. . . .  La victoire que M. d¢ Villiers venoit d’obtenir,
fut le premier acte de ce grand drame de 29 ans, dans lequel la puiseance Frangaise
et Anglaise devait subir de si terribles échecs en Am€rique.”’—Histoire du Canada,
vol. ii., p. 541. (Quebec, 1846.)
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Meanwhile the governor of the British colonies
transmitted reports of these events to London, and
the ambassador® at Paris was instructed to remon-
strate firmly against the French aggressions in
America, but that court disregarded these commu-
nications, and took no further pains to conceal
their hostile intentions. They publicly gave orders
for the speedy reinforcement of their colonies, espe-
cially Quebec, with men and military stores, and
prepared to follow up with vigour the success at
Fort Necessity.

Professor Silliman and his son, who surveyed them, have aptly com-
pared the shape of the successive beds to a great number of canoes
placed one within another.”’ —Lyell's Geology, vol. ii., p. 17.

¢ <« An able diplomacy in Europe exerted betimes would probably
have allayed the rancour of these feuds in America. But for our
misfortune we had then at Paris as ambassador the Earl of Albemarle,
an indolent man of pleasure.”—Lord Mahon’s History of England,
vol. iv., p. 66. London, 1844.

“ Between you and me, for this must go no further, what do
you think made Lord Albemarle, colonel of a regiment of Guards,
governor of Virginia, groom of the stole, and ambassador to Paris,
amounting in all to 16,000l or 17,000l. a year? Was it his birth ?
No; a Dutch gentleman only. Was it his estate? No; he had
none. Was it his learning, his parts, his political abilities and
application ? You can answer these questions as easily and as soon
as I can ask them. What was it, then? Many people wondered,
but I do not, for I know, and will tell you: it was his air, his
address, his manners, and his graces.”’—Lord Chesterfield to his
Son, May 27, 1752.

Lord Albemarle died suddenly at his post in December, 1754,
*“ You will have heard before you receive this of Lord Albemarle’s
sudden death at Paris. Everybody is so sorry for him! Without
being so, yet as sorry as he deserved, or he would have been for any
one, or as he deserved. Can any one really regret a man who with
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The English government only noticed these
formidable preparations by letters of instruction to
their colonial authorities, ordering them to unite for
their common defence, and encouraging them to
resist every aggression, without, however, furnishing
any assistance. Commissioners were also appointed
to meet the Indian chiefs in congress at Albany,
and to endeavour to secure those important allies to
the British power. The red warriors did not display
much enthusiasm in the cause, but finally they
accepted the presents offered them, and expressed
a desire to receive vigorous assistance from the
English to drive the French from their invaded
hunting-grounds. At this congress a general union
of the funds and forces of the colonies was proposed,
but clashing interests in comparatively unimportant
matters defeated these salutary designs.

While this congress continued its almost useless
deliberations, Governor Shirley, of Massachusetts,
marched upon the Kennebec River with about 1000
men, and erected forts at the most exposed points
to secure the north-eastern frontier; he also accom-
plished the important object of gaining the confidence

the most meritorious wife and sons in the world, and with near
15,000l a year from the government, leaves not a shilling to his
family but dies immensely in debt, though when he married he had
near 90,0001, in the funds, and my Lady Albemarle brought him
25,000L. more.”—Walpole’s Letters to Sir H. Mann, Jan. 9, 1755,

Lord Hertford was named to succeed Lord Albemarle as ambassador
to Paris, but war being soon declared between the two nations, he
never went there.
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of the Indians, and their consent to his military
occupation' of the country. During the remainder
of the year he repeatedly represented to the English
ministry? the dangerous condition of the colonies,
and the urgent need of powerful assistance to
defeat the hostility of France. Shirley’s appeal was
successful ; two regiments, Halkett's the 44th, and

7 «On the 6th of March, 1754, the calm and languid course of public
business had been suddenly broken through by the death of the
prime minister,* Mr. Pelham. ¢ Now I shall have no more peace !’
exclaimed the old king, when he heard the news; and the events of
the next few years fully confirmed his majesty's prediction. At the
tidings of his brother’s death—a death so sudden and-unlooked for—
the mind of Newcastle was stirred with the contending emotions of
grief, fear, and ambition. The grief soon passed away, but the fear
and the ambition long struggled for the mastery. After a dishonest
negociation with Henry Fox, (younger son of Sir Stephen Fox, a
brother of the first Earl of Ilchester), the duke finding him not
sufficiently subservient, bestowed the seals of secretary upon Sir
Thomas Robinson. It was certainly no light or easy task which
Newcastle had thus accomplished,—he had succeeded in ﬁnding a
secretary of state with abilities inferior to his own.

The new parliament met in November, 1754. Before that time a
common resentment had united the two statesmen whom rivalry had
hitherto kept asunder, Pitt and Fox. ¢ Sir Thomas Robinson lead
us!’ exclaimed Pitt to Fox; ¢the duke might as well send his
jackboot to lead us!” . . . . At length, in January, 1755,
the Duke of Newcastle renewed his negociations with Fox. The

* % Another revolution about this period, (November, 1744,) took place in the
British cabinet. Lord Carteret, now became Earl of Granville, had insinuated him-
self so far into the good graces of his sovereign as to excite apprehension and dislike of
the Duke of Newcastle and his brother Mr. Pelham. They, therefore, effected the
downfall of this ambitious and haughty minister whose power they envied, and whose
talents they feared. Mr. Pelham, who, on the death of Lord Wilmington, had suc-
ceeded to the direction of the Board of Treasury, was now nominated chancellor of the
exchequer, and may be considered from this period as first minister.”—Belsham, vol.
ii., p. 313.

1754
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Dunbar’s the 48th, were ordered from Ireland to
America,’and Major-General Braddock was appointed
to the command of all the British forces on the
western continent; the governor of Massachusetts was
at the same time thanked by the king, and empowered
to concert measures for attacking the French settle-
ments in the Bay of Fundy. The disbanded colonial
regiments, Shirley’s and Pepperel’s, were also

terms he offered were far less than those Fox had formerly refused,
neither the head of the House of Commons nor the office of secretary
of state, but admission to the cabinet, provided Fox would actively
support the king’s measures in the House, and would in some sort
lead without being leader. The conduct of Fox to Pitt
(in accepting these terms) seems not easy to reconcile with perfect
good faith, while the sudden lowering of his pretensions to Newcastle
was, beyond all doubt, an unworthy subservience. On one or both
of these grounds he fell in public esteem. By the aid of Fox and
the silence of Pitt the remainder of the session passed quietly. But
great events were now at hand. The horizon had long been dark
with war, and this summer burst the storm.”—Lord Mahon’s History
of England, vol. iv., p. 65 ; Belsham, vol. ii., pp. 354, 355.

8 <« The French have taken such liberties with some of our forts that
are of great conmsequence to cover Virginia, Carolina, and Georgla,
that we are actually dlspatchmg two regiments thither. As the
climate and other American circumstances are against these poor
men, I pity them, and think them too many if the French mean
nothing farther, too few if they-do. Indeed, I am one of those that
feel less resentment when we are attacked so far off : I think it an
obligation to be eaten the last.”’—Walpole’s Letters to Sir H Mann,
Oct. 6, 1754. ¢

« A detachment of fifty men of the Regiment of Artillery embarked
with the 2nd Battalion, No. 44 and No. 48, under the command of
Major-General Braddock, for America. . . . . Thisdetachment
was mostly eut to pieces near Fort du Quesne, on the Monongahela, on
the 9th of July, 1755.”— Memoirs of the Royal Regt. of Artillery,
1743. MSS., Col. Macbean, R. A. Library, Wodlwich.
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re-established, and recruits were rapidly raised
through the several provinces to form an army
for the approaching war.

General Braddock arrived by the end of February,
1755, and immediately convened the governors of
the different British colonies to meet him in council
at Alexandria in Virginia on the 14th of April. It
appeared his orders from home?® were positive that
he should at once move upon Fort du Quesne,
notwithstanding the danger, difficulty, and expense
of carrying the war across the rugged barrier of
the Alleghany mountains, instead of assailing the
Canadian settlements, where the facility of transport
by water, and their proximity to his resources,
offered him every advantage. However no alternative
remained, and he obeyed. At the same time Shirley
and Pepperel’s newly raised regiments® were directed
upon Niagara, and a strong body of provincial
troops commanded by General Johnson was com-
missioned to attack the French position of Fort
Frederick, called by the English Crown Point.

While these plans were being carried out, Colonel

* The Duke of Cumberland was then at the head of the regency,
during the absence of his father, George II. on the continent.
! Officers were appointed for two regiments, consisting of two
battalions each to be raised in America, and commanded by Sir

William Pepperel and Governor Shirley, who had enjoyed the same
command in the last war.*

* “To reward Colonel Pepperel and Governor Shirley for the conquest of Louis-
burg in 1745, a regiment to be raised in America was bestowed on cach.”—Mar-
shall’s Life of Washington, vol. i, p. 280.
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Monckton,? with Colonel Winslow, marched against
the French settlements in the Bay of Fundy; their
force of nearly 3000 men, was aided by the presence
on the coast of Captain Rous, with three frigates and
a sloop. The Acadian peasants,® and some regular
troops with a few cannon, endeavoured to oppose
his passage at the River Massaquash, but were
speedily overpowed. Thence he moved upon Fort
Beau-sejour and forced the garrison to capitulate

+

2 ¢« Although the force to be employed was to be drawn almost entirely
from Massachusetts, the command of the expedition was conferred on
Lieutenant-Colonel Monckton, a British officer, in whose military
talents more confidence was placed than in those of any provincial.
The troops of Massachusetts embarked at Boston on the 20th of May,

1755, together with Shirley’s and Pepperel's regiments, commanded .

by Lieutenant-Colonel Winslow, who was a major-general of the militia,
and an officer of great influence in the province. About four miles
from Fort Lawrence they were joined by 300 British troops and a
smalltrain of artillery.”’—Marshall's Life of Washington, vol.i., p.310.
3 «In the obstinate conflict which was commencing between the
French and English crowns, the continuance of t}le Acadians in Nova
Scotia was thought dangerous on account of their invincible attach-
ment to France ; and to expel them from the'country, leaving them
at liberty to choose their place of residence, would be to reinforce the
French in Canada. A council was held, aided by the Admirals
Boscawen and Morty, for the purpose of deciding on the destinies
of these unfortunate people, and the severe policy was a&bpted of
removing them from their homes and dispersingthem among the
other British colonies. This harsh measure was immediately put into
execution, and the miserable inhabitants of Nova Scotia, banished
from their homes, were, in one ivstant, reduced from ease and con-
tentment, to a state of beggary. Their lands and moveables, with the
exception of their money and household furniture, were declared to be
forfeit to the Crown ; and to prevent their being able to subsist them-
selves, should they escape, the country was laid waste and their habi-
tations reduced to ashes.”’—Minot, quoted by Marshall, vol. i. p. 312.
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after a bombardment® of four days. He left some
troops to defend this position, which he now called
Fort Cumberland, and proceeded the next day
to a small entrenchment on the River Gaspereau,
where the French had established their principal
depdt for the Indian trade, and the stores of arms,
ammunition, and provisions; he then disarmed
the peasantry to the number of 15,000 men. At
the same time Captain Rous destroyed all the
works erected by the French on the River St.
John. By this - expedition the possession of the
extensive province of Nova Scotia was secured
to the British crown almost without the loss of a
man.

The court of France in the meantime hastened
the equipment of a considerable fleet at Brest under
the orders of Admiral Bois de la Mothe; on board
were several veteran regiments, commanded by the
Baron Dieskau, who had distinguished himself
under the celebrated Marshal Saxe.

The Marquis du Quesne had demanded his recall
from the government of Canada, with the view of
re-entering the naval service of France. His depar-

® < When the French were in possession of this garrison, they had
no artillery; however, they were not at a loss to deceive their enemies
at Fort Lawrence, for they provided a parcel of birch, and other hard,
well-grown trees, which they shaped and bored after the fashion of
cannon, securing them from end to end with cordage ; and from one
of these they constantly fired a morning and evening gun, as is
customary in garrisons ; but upon the reduction of the place, and a
spirited inquiry after the cannon, they found themselves obliged to
discover this ingenious device.”’—Knox’s Hist. Journal, vol. i., p. 58.

VOL. II. E



1755

50 THE CONQUEST OF CANADA.

ture caused little regret, for though his management
of public affairs was skilful and judicious, a haughty
and domineering temper had made him generally
unpopular in the colony. The Marquis de Vau-
dreuil de Cavagnac was appointed his successor at
the request of the Canadian people, who fondly
hoped to enjoy under the rule of the son of their
favourite, the same prosperity and peace which had
characterised his father’s administration. The new
governor, who arrived in M. de la Mothe’s fleet, was
received with great demonstrations of joy by the
inhabitants of Quebec.

Hearing of these hostile preparations, the English
ministry, in the month of. April, dispatched
Admiral Boscawen with eleven sail of the line to
watch the French squadron, although at the time
no formal declaration of war had been made. The
rival armaments reached the banks of Newfound-
land almost at the same time: the friendly fogs of
those dreary latitudes saved De la Mothe’s fleet ;
two of his vessels, indeed, fell into the hands of his
enemies,® but the remainder entered the Canadian
ports in safety. On the news of this attack reach-
ing Paris, M. de Mirepoix, the ambassador, was
recalled from London, and loud complaints were
made by the French against Boscawen’s conduct;
on the part of Great Britain it was answered that

¢ ¢¢ Captain, afterwards Lord Howe, after an engagement in which
he displayed equal skill and intrepidity, succeeded in taking the two
French ships, the Alcide and the Lys.””—Lord Mahon’s History of
England, vol. iv., p. 68,
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the aggressions of the Canadians in Virginia
justified the act of hostility.”

On the 8th of May, 1755, General Braddock joined
the head-quarters of the army at a village on the
Potomac; on the 10th he marched to Wills Creek,
and encamped on a hill near Fort Cumberland.
Here he remained till the 28th, passing the time
in horse-races, reviews, and conferences with the

- Indians. These red warriors were astonished at

7 ¢ At home, in the king’s absence, our councils were most feeble
and wavering. . . . . A great difference appeared among the
members of the regency. The Duke of Cumberland, always inclined
to vigorous measures, wished to declare war at once, and to strike the
first blow. . . . . The Duke of Newcastle, trimming and
trembling as was ever his wont, thought only of keeping off the
storm a8 long as possible, and of shifting its responsibility from
himself. . . . . At length, as a kind of compromise, it was
agreed that there should be no declaration of war; that our fleet
should attack the French ships of the line, if it fell in with any, but
by no means disturb any smaller men-of-war or any vessels engaged
in trade. When at the Board of Regency these instructions came
round to the bottom of the table to be signed by Fox, he turned to
Lord Anson, the First Lord of the Admiralty, and asked if there
were no objections to them. ©Yes,” answered Anson, ‘a hundred;
but it pleases those at the upper end of the table, and will signify
nothing, for the French will declare war neat week, if they have not
done it already.’* While the prospects of peace grew darker and
darker, there was also gathering a cloud of popular resentment
and distrust agsinst the minister. It was often asked whether these
were times when all power could be safely monopolised by the Duke
of Newcastle? Was everything to be risked—perhaps everything
lost—for the sake of one hoary jobber at the Treasury? ’’—Lord
Mahon's History of England, vol. iv., p. 72.

" * War was not declared against France until May in the following year.
E2
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the number of the British, their uniform dress, and
their arms, the regularity of their march, the tre-
mendous effect of their artillery, and the strange
noises of their drums and fifes; but, unfortunately,
the haughty general was not wise enough to con-
ciliate his important allies, or to avail himself of
their experience in forest warfare; he, however,
with disdainful generosity, gave them numerous
presents, and provided the warriors with arms and
clothing.

The force now assembled in camp at Fort Cum-
berland consisted of the 44th (Sir Peter Halket’s) and
the 48th (Colonel Dunbar’s) regiments, each of 700
men, with three New York and Carolina companies
of 100, and ten of Virginia and Maryland (fifty
strong), a troop of Provincial light horse, thirty sea-
men, and twelve pieces of field artillery: in all,
2300 men?® The Delawares and other friendly
Indians, whose services were unfortunately so lightly
valued, added considerably to the numbers of this

~ formidable body.

Braddock was aware that the French garrison of
Fort du Quesne only numbered 200 men, and
earnestly desired to advance in early spring with
his overwhelming force, but by an unfortunate
exercise of corrupt influence at home his troops had
been ordered to land in Virginia,—where the inhabi-
tants, altogether engrossed with the culture of

® MS. Journal of Major-General Braddock’s Expedition against
Fort du Quesne, 1755. Royal Artillery Library, Woolwich.
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tobacco, were unable to supply the necessary pro-
visions and means of transport. Had they been
landed in the agricultural State of Pennsylvania, all
demands could have been readily supplied, their
march shortened, and a large outlay saved to the
British government. When the general found that
the Virginians could not meet his views, he made
a requisition on the neighbouring State for 150
waggons, 300 horses, and a large quantity of forage
and provisions; these were readily promised, but
not a tenth part arrived at the appointed time.
His disappointment was, however, somewhat miti-
gated, by a small supply which Mr. Franklin sent
shortly after from Philadelphia. By the exertions
of this energetic man, Braddock was at length fur-
nished with all his requisitions,® and then prepared
to advance.

The unfortunate selection of the chief of this

¢ «Mr. Franklin had observed that Sir John St. Clair’s uniform
(the quartermaster-general) was of the hussar kind, and this gave him
a hint which he immediately improved : he caused a report to be
propagated among the Germans, that except 150 waggons could be
got ready and sent to the general within a certain time, St. Clair,
who was a hussar, would come among them, and take away what he
found by force. The Germans, having formerly lived under despotic
power, knew the hussars too well to doubt their serving themselves,
and believing that General St. Clair was indeed an hussar, they pro-
vided, instead of 150, 200 waggons, and sent them within the time
that Frapklin had limited. The Pennsylvanians also advanced a
further sum above the king's bounty, and sent him 190 waggons
more, laden with a ton of corn and oats, four waggons with provisions
and wine for the officers, and 60 head of fine cattle for the army.”’—
Gentleman’s Magazine, August, 1755.
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expedition was, however, more fatal than difficulty’
or delay; his character was unsuited for such a
command in every point except that of personal
courage ; haughty, self-sufficient, and overbearing, he
estranged the good-will, and rejected the counsel,
of his Indian and Provincial allies.? His troops were
harassed by the endeavour to enforce a formal and
rigid discipline, which the nature of the service
rendered impracticable. Through the tangled and
trackless passes of the Alleghanies, he adhered with

! ¢« Those who have experienced only the severities and dangers of a
campaign in Europe can scarcely form an idea of what is to be
done and endured in an American war. In an American campaign
everything is terrible,—the face of the country, the climate, the
enemy. There is no refreshment for the healthy nor relief for the
sick. A vast inhospitable desert surrounds the troops, where victories
are not decisive, but defeats are ruinous, and simple death is the
least misfortune that can happen to a soldier. This forms a service
truly critical, in which all the firmness of the body and the mind is
put to the severest trial, and all the exertions of courage and address

are called out. If the actions of these rude campaigns are of less

dignity, the adventures in them are more interesting to the heart,
and more amusing to the imagination than the details of a regular
war.” (Burke, Annual Register, 1763.) ¢ Yet Adam Smith ventures
to assert, in the plenitude of learned ignorance and ingenious error,
that ‘ nothing can be more contemptible than an Indian war in North
Ameriea.” . . . . Colonel Barré, who had served in America,
declared in his celebrated speech upon American taxation, in 1765,
that the Indians were as enemies °the most subtile and the most
formidable of any people upon the face of God’s earth.” ’—Graham’s
History of the United States, vol. iv., p. 448.

*“Youwillsee . . . the condition of the troops in this country,
particularly that of the infamous Free Companies of New York.”’—
Letter from General Braddock to Colonel Napier, Adjutant-General.
Williamsburg, Feb./24, 1754.
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stubborn bigotry to a system of operations only
suited to the open plains of civilised Europe. But
his greatest and worst error was to despise his foe :
in spite of the warnings of the Duke of Cumber-
land, his patron and friend, he scorned to take
precautions against the dangerous ambush of the
American savage.

On the 29th, Major Chapman, with 600 men and
two guns, marched from the camp: Sir John St.
Clair, quartermaster-general, some engineers and
seamen accompanied this detachment to clear the
roads and reconnoitre the country. From that time -
till the 10th of June an incredible amount of useless
and harassing toil was wasted in widening and
levelling the forest paths, and erecting unnecessarily
~ elaborate bridges. At length, on the 10th, Braddock
followed with the rest of his army, and reached the
Little Meadows that night, a distance of twenty-two
“miles. In spite of the facilities afforded by the
labours of the pioneeré, great difficulty was expe-
rienced in the conveyance of the heavy stores.
During the route still to be pursued, where no
preparations had been made, greater delays were to
be expected. At the same time the general was
stimulated to activity by information that the
French soon expected a reinforcement at Fort du
Quesne, of 500 regular troops: with more of energy
than he had yet displayed,® he selected 1200 men,

3 <« The Duke (of Cumberland), who is now-t}f soul of the regency,
is much dissatisfied at the slowness of General Braddock, who does
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and taking also ten guns, the seamen and some
indispensable supplies of provisions and ammunition,
he pushed boldly on into the pathless and almost
unknown solitudes of the Alleghanies. Colonel
Dunbar, with the rest of the army and the heavy
luggage, followed as they best might.

To trace the unfortunate Braddock through his
tedious march of 130 miles would be wearisome and
unnecessary. His progress was retarded by useless
labours in making roads, or rather tracks, and yet
no prudent caution was observed; he persisted in
refusing or neglecting the offers of the Provincials
and Indians to scour the woods and explore the
passes in his front.* Sir Peter Halket and other
British officers ventured to remonstrate in strong
terms against the dangerous carelessness of the
march, but their instances seemed only to confirm
the obstinate determination of the general. Wash-
ington, who acted as his aide-de-camp, also urged an
alteration of arrangement, and with such vehement
pertinacity that the irritated chief ordered his
Virginian companies to undertake the inglorious
duties of the rear-guard.

not march as if he was at all impatient to be scalped. It is said for
him that he has had bad guides, that the roads are exceedingly
difficult, and that it was necessary to drag as much artillery as he
does. This is not the first time, as witness in Hawley, that the duke
has found that brutality did not necessarily constitute a general.
Braddock is a very Iroquois in disposition.” —Walpole's Letters to Sir
H. Mann, Aug. 21, 1755.

¢ ¢« Want of intelligence and reconnoitring parties was the sole
" cause of defeat.”—General Kane’s Mil. Hist.of Great Britainto 1757.
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M. de Contrecceur, commandant of Fort du Quesne,
had received information of all Braddock’s move-
ments from the Indians; with the view of embar-
rassing the English advance rather than of offering
any serious resistance, he dispatched M. de Beaujeu,
with 250 of the marine, or colony troops, towards
the line of march which Braddock was expected to
take ; this detachment was afterwards strengthened
by about 600 Indians, principally Outamacs, and the
united force took up a favourable position where
the underwood and long grass concealed them from
the approaching enemy.

Intelligence of a contradictory nature as to the
strength and movements of the French had been
every day carried to the unfortunate Braddock by
Indians professing to be his friends, and by doubly
traitorous deserters. Still, under a fatal conviction
of security, he had pursued his march, meeting with
no interruption, except in taking “eight or nine scalps,
a number much inferior to expectation.” On the
8th of July, following the winding course which the
difficulty of the country rendered necessary, he
crossed the Monongahela River, encamped upon the
bank at the opposite side from Fort du Quesne,
and sent Sir John St. Clair forward to reconnoitre
the enemy’s fort. The quartermaster-general was
successful in attaining the desired information: he
reported that the defences were of timber, and that
‘a small eminence lay close by, from whence red-hot
shot could easily be thrown upon the wooden
parapets.
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At seven in the morning of the 9th of July, an
advance guard of 400 men under Colonel Gage,
pushed on and took possession of the fords of the
river, where it was necessary to recross, unopposed,
but somewhat alarmed by the ominous appearance
of a few Indians among the neighbouring thickets.
A little before mid-day the main body began to
cross the broad stream with “ colours flying, drums
beating, and fifes playing the Grenadiers’ March ;”
they formed rapidly on the opposite side, and not
having been interrupted in the difficult passage,
recommenced their march in presumptuous security.

Three guides and six light horsemen led the way
towards Fort du Quesne, through an open space in
the forest, followed by the grenadiers of the 44th
and 48th : flanking parties skirted the edge of the
woods on both sides. The 44th regiment succeeded
with two guns, behind them were the 48th with the
rest of the artillery and the general: the Virginian
companies in unwilling obedience, sullenly brought
up the rear. In this order they advanced with as
much regularity as the rough road permitted ; when
within seven miles of the fort they left a steep
conical hill to the right, and directed their march
upon the extremity of the open space, where the
path disappeared between the thickly wooded banks
of a small brook : so far all went well.

At length the guides and the light horse entered
the “bush” in front and descended the slope towards
the stream, while a number of axemen set vigor-
ously to work felling the trees and clearing the
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underwood for the advance of the army, the grena-
diers acting as a covering party. Suddenly from the
dark ravine in front flashed out a deadly volley,
and before the rattle of the musketry had ceased
to echo, three-fourths of the British advance lay
dead and dying on the ground. The French had
coolly taken aim from their unseen position, and
singled out the officers with fatal®Peffect, for every
one was killed or wounded in that first discharge ;
only two and twenty of the grenadiers remained
untouched, they hastily fired upon the copse con-
taining their still invisible foes, then turned, and
fled. One of these random shots struck down
the French chief de Beaujeu, and for a short time
checked the enemy’s triumph; he was dressed like
an Indian, but wore a large gorgiton to denote his
rank ; at the moment of his death he was waving
his hat and cheering his men on at a running pace.

Braddock instantly advanced the 44th regiment
to succour the front, and endeavoured to deploy
upon the open space, but simultaneously on all
sides from the thick covert, burst the war-whoop
of the Indians, and a deadly fire swept away
the head of every formation. The 44th staggered
and hesitated; Sir Peter Halket and his son,’ a

$ ¢ After the successful expedition against Fort du Quesne in 1758,
General Forbes resolved to search for the reliocs of Braddock’s army.

As the European soldiers were not so well qualified to explore the -

forests, Captain West, the elder brother of Benjamin West the
painter, was appointed, with his company of American Sharpshooters,
to assist in the execution of this duty ; and a party of Indians were
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lieutenant in the regiment, while cheering them on,
were shot dead side by side; Braddock’s horse was
killed and two of his aides-de-camp wounded ; the

requested to conduct him to the places where the bones of the slain
were likely to be found. In this solemn and affecting duty, several
officers belonging to the 42nd regiment accompanied the detachment,
and with them Major Sir Peter Halket, who had lost his father and
brother in the fatal destruction of the army. It might have been
thought a hopeless task that he should be able to discriminate their
remains from the common relics of the other soldiers ; but he was
induced to think otherwise, as one of the Indian warriors assured
him that he had seen an officer fall near a remarkable tree, which he
thought he could still discover ; informing him, at the same time,
that the incident was impressed on his memory by observing a young
subaltern, who, in running to the officer’s assistance, was also shot
dead on his reaching the spot, and fell across the other’s body. The
Major had a mournful conviction in his own mind that these two
officers were his father and brother ; and, indeed, it was chiefly
owning to his anxiety on the subject that this pious expedition, the
second of the kind that is on record, was undertaken. Captain West
and his companions proceeded through the woods and along the banks
of the river, towards 'fl}g,seene of the battle. The Indians regarded
the expedition as & religious service, and guided the troops with awe
and in profound silence. The soldiers were affected with sentiments
not less serious; and as they explored the bewildering labyrinths of
those vast forests, their hearts were often melted with inexpressible
sorrow ; for they frequently found skeletons lying across the trunks
of fallen trees—a mournful proof to their imaginations that the men
who sat there had perished of hunger in vainly attempting to find
their waf to the plantations. Sometimes their feelings were raised
to the utmost pitch of horror, by the sight of skulls and bones scattered
on the éround, a certain indication that the bodiés had been devoured
by wild beasts ; and in other places they saw the blackness of ashes
amid the relics, the tremendous evidence of atrocious rites. At
length they reached a turn of the river, not far from the principal
scene of destruction ; and the Indian who remembered the death of
the two officers stopped : the detachment immediately halted. He
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artillery, although without orders,® pressed to the
front, and their leading guns plied the thickets with
grape and canister, but in a.few minutes all the
officers and most of the gunners were stretched
bleeding on the field. The broken remnant of the
grenadiers who had formed the advance, now fell
back upon the disordered line and threw it into
utter confusion.

With stubborn purpose and useless courage the

then looked round in quest of some object which might recall dis-
tinetly his recollection of the ground, and suddenly darted into the
wood. The soldiers rested their arms without speaking, a shrill ery
~ was soon after heard ; and the other guides made signs for the troops
to follow them towards the spot from which it came. In a short time
they reached the Indian warrior, who, by his cry, announced to his
companions that he had found the place where he was posted on the
day of battle. As the troops approached, he pointed to the tree
under which the officers had fallen. Captain West halted his men
round the spot, and, with Sir Peter Halket and the other officers,
formed a circle, while the Indians removed the leaves which thickly
covered the ground. (The leaves of three seasons). The skeletons
were found, as the Indian expected, lying across each other. The
officers having looked at them for some time, the Major said that as
his father had an artificial tooth, he thought he might be able to
ascertain if they were indeed his bones and those of his brother.
The Indians were therefore ordered to remove the skeleton of the
youth, and to bring to view that of the old officer. This was done,
and after a short examination, Major Halket exclaimed, ¢ It is my
father!’ and fell back into the arms of his companions. The
pioneers then dug a grave, and the bones being laid in it together, a
Highland plaid was spread over them, and they were interred with
the customary honours.”’ —Galt’s Life of West.

¢ «The whole was in disorder, and, it is said, the general himself,
though exceedingly brave, did not retain all the sang froid that was
necessary.’—Walpole’s Letters to Sir Horace Mann, August 28,
1755.
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general strove to reform his ruined ranks; most of
the officers nobly stood by him, but the soldiers
were seized with uncontrollable terror; assailed on
every side by foes, unseen save when a savage
rushed out from his woody stronghold to tear
the scalp from some fallen Englishman, they
lost all order and fell back upon the 48th, which
was now rapidly advancing to their aid under
Colonel Burton. Braddock with these fresh troops
made several desperate efforts to gain possession
of the conical hill, from whence a strong body of
the French galled him intolerably, but his well-
drilled ranks were broken by the close trees and
rocks, and shattered by the flanking fire of the
Indians. Again and again he endeavoured to rally
the now panic-stricken solders, without, however,
any effectual movement of advance or retreat; his
ill-judged valour was yain, the carnage increased,
and with it his confusion. At length after having
had four horses shot under him, while still encourag-
ing his men, a bullet shattered his arm and passed
through his lungs; the luckless but gallant chief
was placed in a waggon by Colonel Gage and
hurried to the rear, although he was “ very solicitous
to be left on the field.””

The remains of the two British regiments now

7 MS. Journal of Major-General Braddock’'s Expedition against
Forte du Quesne, 1755 ; Royal Artillery Library, Woolwich.

““He was borne off the field by some soldiers whom his aide-de-
camp had bribed to that service by a guinea and a bottle of rum to
each.”’—Lord Mahon’s Hist. of England, vol. iv., p. 70.
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broke into utter disorder and fled, leaving all the
_ artillery and baggage® in the hands of the enemy,
and worst of all, many of their wounded comrades,
who were scalped by the Indians without mercy.
This horrible occupation and the plunder of the
waggons, for a time interrupted the pursuers, and
enabled Colonel Washington, the only mounted
officer still unwounded, to rally the Virginian com-
panies who had as yet borne little share in the
action; he succeeded in holding the banks of the
Monongahela River® till the fugitives had passed,
and then himself retired in tolerable order. One of
his captains was Horatio Gates, afterwards Bur-
goyne’s conqueror in the revolutionary war; this
young officer distinguished himself by courage and
conduct in the retreat, and was carried from the
field severely wounded.

The routed army fled all through the night and

® ¢ Among the rest, the general’s cabinet, with all his letters and
instructions, which the French court afterwards made great use of in
their printed manifestoes.”—Stollett’s Hist. of England, vol. iii.,

p- 448 ; Belsham, vol. ii., p. 369.
Coe ‘“ Major Washington acquired on this occasion, in the midst of
defeat, the honours and laurels of victory.”’ — Belsham, vol. ii.,
p- 369.

“ They had seen a chosen army from that country, which, reve-
rencing as a mother, they had fondly believed invincible—an army
led by a chief who had been selected from a crowd of trained warriors
for his rare military endowments, disgracefully routed by a handful of
French and Indians, and only saved from annihilation by the spirit
and coolness of a Virginian boy, whose riper fame has since diffused
iteelf with the steady influence of moral truth to the uttermost confines
of Christendom.”— Last of the Mohicans.
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Jjoined Colonel Dunbar the following evening, at &
distance of nearly fifty miles from the scene of their
defeat.! Braddock ordered that the retreat should be
immediately continued, which his lieutenant readily
obeyed, as his troops were infected with the terror
of the fugitives. A great quantity of stores were
hurriedly destroyed that the wounded officers and
soldiers might have transport, and the remaining
artillery was spiked and abandoned. The unfor-
tunate general’s sufferings increased hourly, aggra-
vated by the most intense mental anguish; on the
12th of July, conscious of the approach of death,
he dictated a dispatch acquitting his officers of all
blame, and recommeneing them to the favour of his
country; that night his proud and gallant heart
ceased to beat. His dying words expressed that
astonishment at his defeat, which had continued to
the last: “ Who would have thought it! we shall
know better how to deal with them another time.”?

! ¢ Though the enemy did not so much as attempt to pursue, nor
even appeared in sight, either in the battle or after defeat. On the
whole, this was perhaps the most extraordinary victory that ever was
obtained, and the farthest flight that ever was made.”’—Smollett’s
Hist. of England, vol. iii., p. 440.

? ¢ ] have already given you some account of Braddock ; I may
complete the poor man’s history in a few more words. He once had a
duel with Colonel Gumly, Lady Bath’s brother, who had been his great
friend ; as they were going to engage, Gumly, who had good-humour
and wit, (Braddock had the latter), said, ¢ Braddock, you are a poor
dog! here, take my purse ; if you kill me you will be forced to run
away, and then you will not have a shilling to support you.” Braddock
refused the purse, insisted on the duel, was disarmed, and would not
even ask his life. However, with all his brutality, he has lately
been governor of Gibraltar, where he made himself adored, and where
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May he sleep in peace! With sorrow and censure,
but not with shame, let his name be registered in the
crowded roll of those who have fought and fallen
for the rights and honour of England.

The number of killed, wounded and missing, out
of this small army amounted to 896 men, and sixty-
four officers, as appeared by the returns of the
different companies after the battle; some few,
indeed, of these ultimately re-appeared, but most of
_ the wounded and missing met with a fate far more
terrible from their savage enemies than a soldier’s
death upon the field. Of fifty-four women who had
accompanied the troops, only four escaped alive from
the dangers and hardships of the campaign. The
French on the other hand only report the loss of
their commander, De Beaujeu, and sixty men in
this astonishing victory.

On Braddock’s death, Colonel Dunbar fell back
with disgraceful haste upon Fort Cumberland;
nor did he even there consider himself safe. Despite
the intreaties of the governors of Virginia, Mary-
land and Pennsylvania, that he would remain
to protect the frontier, he continued his march to
Philadelphia, leaving only a small garrison of two
Provincial companies at the fort. From Philadelphia
the remains of the army, 1600 strong, was shipped

never any governor was endured before. Adieu! Praydon’t let any
detachment from Pannoni's* be sent against us—we should run
away.”—Walpole’s Letters to Sir H. Mann, August 28, 1755.

* Pannoni’s coffee-house of the Florentine nobility, not famous for their courage
of late.—Tbid. ‘
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for Albany, by the order of General Shirley, who
had succeeded to the command of the British
American forces.

In consequence of this lamentable defeat and the
injudicious withdrawal of the remaining British
troops, the western borders of Pennsylvania and
Virginia were exposed during the ensuing winter
to the ruthless cruelties of the victorious savages,
and the scarcely less ferocious hostilities of their
European allies. The French not only incited the
Indians to these aggressions, but rewarded them by
purchasing their hapless captives at a high price,
and in turn exacted large ransoms for the prisoners’
release. Their pretence was to rescue the English
from the torture, their real motive gain, and the
rendering it more profitable for the savages to hunt
their enemies than the wild animals of the forest.

From the presumptuous rashness of Braddock and
the misconduct of the 44th and 48th regiments,

3 «The European troops, whose cowardice has thus injured their
country, are the same that ran away at Preston Pans: to prevent,
however, any unjust national reflexions, it must be remarked, that,
though they are called Irish regiments, they are not regiments of
Irishmen, but regiments om the Irish establishment, comsisting of
English, Irish, and Scotch, as other regiments do. It is, however,
said that the slaughter among our officers was not made by the
enemy; but as they ran several fugitives through the body to in-
timidate the rest, when they were attempting in vain to rally them,
some others who expected the same fate, discharged their pistols at
them, which, though loaded, they could not be brought to level at the
French. On the other hand, it is alleged that the defeat is owing
more to presumption and want of conduct in the officers than to
cowardice in the private men; that a retreat ought to have been
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followed results of a far deeper importance than the
loss of a battle, and the injury of aremote province.
The conviction formerly held by the colonists of the
superior prowess of English regulars, was seriously
shakenif not destroyed, and the licentious and violent
conduct of Dunbar’s army to the inhabitants, during
the retreat, excited a wide-spread feeling of hostility.
“They are more terrible to us than to the enemy,”
said the discontented : “ they slighted our officers and
scorned our counsel, and yet to our Virginians they
owe their escape from utter destruction.” Some
far-sighted and ambitious men there were who,
through this cloud upon the British arms, with
hope espied the first faint rays of young America’s
ascending star.

The second expedition, set on foot by the council
at Alexandria, was that under General Shirley: two
Provincial regiments,* and a detachment of the royal
artillery were assembled by his order at Albany, to
march against Niagara.® All the young men who

resolved upon the moment they found themselves surprised by an
ambuscade ; and that they were told by the men when they refused to
return to the charge, that if they could see their enemy they would
fight him, but that they would not waste their ammunition against
trees and bushes, nor stand exposed to invisible assailants, the French
and Indian Rangers, who are excellent marksmen, and in such a

situation would inevitably destroy any number of the best troopsin -

the world.”’— Gentleman's Magazine, August, 1755.

‘.« The American regulars, consisting of Shirley’s and Pepperel’s
regiments, constituted the principal force relied on for the reduction
of Niagara.”—Marshall's Life of Washington, vol. i., p. 308.

* ¢ The fort of Niagara had been repaired by the French in 1741,
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had been, during more peaceful times, occupied by
the fur trade in the neighbouring country, were
engaged to man the numerous batteaux for the
transport of the troops and stores to Oswego. Part
of the force commenced their westward journey in
the beginning of July, and the remainder were pre-
paring to follow, when the disastrous news of Brad-
dock’s ruin reached the camp. This struck a damp
upon the undisciplined Provincial troops, and
numbers deserted their colours, while the indis-
pensable batteaux-men® nearly all fled to their
homes, and resisted alike threats and intreaties for
their return. The general, however, still vigorously
pushed on, with all the force he could keep together.
Great hopes had been formed of the assistance likely
to be rendered to the expedition by the powerful
confederacy of the Five Nations, but these politic
savages showed no inclination to trust to the then

in consequence of the apprehension they felt that the trading-house
Oswego just established by the English at the mouth of the Onondaga
river, would deprive them of a profitable trade, and of the command
of the Lake Ontario.”—Marshall’s Life of Washington, vol. i.,
p- 286.

¢ This fort was in other respects a very important post, for the
Lakes are so disposed that, without a somewhat hazardous voyage,
one cannot any otherwise than by Niagara Fort, pass from the north-
east to the south-west of North America for many hundred miles,”’—
New Military Dictionary, London, 1760.
- ¢ ¢« Batteaux are a kind of light flat-bottomed boats, widest in the
middle and pointed at each end, of about fifteen hundred weight
burden, and managed by two men, called batteau-men, with paddles
and setting poles, the rivers being in many places too narrow to admit
of oars.”’—Smollet's Hist. of England, vol.iii., p. 457.
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doubtful fortunes of the British colonies, and even
remonstrated against the transit of their territories
by the army, alleging that the Oswego fort was
established and tolerated by them as a trading-post,’
but not as a place of arms for hostile purposes.
After having undergone considerable hardships, and
overcome great difficulties, Shirley reached Oswego
by the 18th of August:® his whole force, however,
had not arrived till the end of the month. Want
of supplies, and the lateness of the season, defeated

7 ¢« Mr. Burnet,* governor of New York and New Jersey, deemed
it an object of great magnitude to obtain the command of Lake
Ontario ; and in pursuance of this plan he had, in 1722, erected a
trading-house at Oswego, in the country of the Senecas, which soon
became of considerable importance. After ineffectual remonstrances,
both in America and in Europe, against the re-establishment of
Niagara Fort, Governor Burnet, to countervail as much as possible
its effects, erected at his own expense a fort at Oswego.”’—Marshall’s
Life of Washington, vol. iv., p. 287.

® ¢ The preparations for General Shirley’s expedition against
Niagara were not only deficient, but shamefully slow ; though it was
well known that even the possibility of his success must in a great
measure depend upon his setting out early in the year, as will appear
to any person who considers the situation of our fort at Oswego, this
being the only way by which he could proceed to Niagara. Oswego
lies.on the south-east side of Lake Ontario, near 300 miles almost
due west from Albany, in New York. The way to it from thence,

though long and tedious, is the more convenient, as the far greater
part of it admits of water-carriage by the Mohawk river, Wood’s
Creek, Lake Oneida, and the River Onondaga, which, after a course
of twenty or thirty miles, unites with the River Seneca, and their
united streams run into the Lake Ontario, at the place where Oswego
Fort is situated.”-—Smollett, vol. iii., p. 458.

* He was the son of Bishop Burnet.
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his intention of attacking Niagara that year. On

‘: the 24th of October he withdrew from the shores

of Lake Ontario, without having accomplished

anything of the slightest importance; leaving

700 men under Colonel Mercer to complete and

occupy the defences of Oswego, and those of anew |

fort to be called Fort Ontario, he retraced the :

difficult route to his old quarters at Albany.?
The expedition against Crown Point was the last

in commencement of those planned by the council  *

at Albany, but the first in success. By the advice ;

of Shirley, the command was intrusted to William

Johnson,' an Irishman by birth. This remarkable :

° ¢ Though repeated advice had been received that the French
had there at least 1000 men at their fort of Frontenae, on the same
lake ; and what was still worse, the new forts (that of Ontario, and a
iy new fort bearing the same name as the old, Oswego) were not yet
completed, but left to be finished by the hard labour of Colonel
Mercer and his little garrison ; with the addition of this melancholy
circumstance, that if besieged during the winter, it would not be
possible for his friends to come to his assistance.”—Smollett’s Hist.

. of 'England, vol. iii., p. 461.

‘ . ! Russell’s Modern Europe, vol. iii., p. 279.
: *“ The justly celebrated Sir William Johnson held an office difficult
both to define and execute. He might, indeed, be called the Tribune
of the Five Nations ; their claims he asserted, their rights he pro-
tected, and over their minds he possessed a greater sway than any
individual had ever attained He was an uncommonly tall, well-
: made man, with a fine countenance, which, moreover, had rather an
- expression of dignified sedateness, approaching to melancholy. He
appeared to be taciturn, never wasting words on matters of no import-
= ance, but highly eloquent where the oceasion called forth his powers.
He possessed intuitive sagacity, and the most entire command of
temper and of countenance. He did by no means lose sight of his
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man had emigrated to New York at an early age,
and by uncommon gifté of mind and body, united
to ardent ambition, had risen from the condition of
a private soldier, to wealth, consideration, and a seat
at the councxl-board of his adopted country For
SOQILNE £d [] nad DEee1l SE 2a 0l e eryl B

of the Mohawk river, where he had built two hand-
some residences, and acquired a large estate. He

own interest, but on the contrary raised himself to power and wealth
in an open and active manner ; not disdaining any honourable means
of benefiting himself. He built two spacious and convenient places
of residence on the Mohawk river, known afterwards by the name
of Johnson Castle and Johnson Hall. The Hall was his summer
residence. Here this singular man lived like a little sovereign ; kept
an excellent table for strangers and officers, whom the course of their
duty now frequently led into these wilds ; and by confiding entirely
in the Indians, and treating them with unwearied truth and justice,
without ever yielding to solicitation that he had once refused, he
taught them to repose entire confidence in him. So perfect was his
dependance on those people, whom his fortitude and other manly

virtues had attached to him, that when they returned from their

summer excursions, and exchanged the last year's furs for fire-arms,
&c., they used to pass a few days at the Castle, when his family and
most of his domestics were down at the Hall. There they were
all liberally entertained by Sir William; and 500 of them have
been known, for nights together, after drinking pretty freely, t6 lie
around him on the ground, while he was the only white person in a
house containing great quantities of everything that was to them
valuable or desirable. Sir William thus united in his mode of life,
the calm urbanity of a liberal and extensive trader, with the splendid
hospitality, the numerous attendance, and the plain, though dignified
manners of an ancient baron.”—Memoirs of an American Lady,
vol. ii., p. 61.

Sir William Johnson was regularly appointed and paid by govern-
ment as Superintendans of Indian affairs.
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( associated himself intimately with the Indians of
the Five Nations, learned their language, habits, and
feelings, and gained their affection and respect. In
war, he was their’ chief and leader; in peace, the
persevering advocate of their rights and interests.
Accordingly, when called to the command of the

—army, Hendrick; a Molmawk sachem, and 360-warriors——
of that tribe, followed him to the camp.

General Johnson had never seen a campaign, his
troops had never seen an enemy, with the exception
of a few companies that had shared the glories of
Louisburg, but his ability and courage, and their
zeal and spirit, served instead of experience. To
this force was intrusted the most difficult under-

; taking in the chequered campaign, and it alone

' gained a share of honour and success.

' By the end of June, 6000 men, the hardy militia

of the northern states,® had mustered at Albany

under Johnson’s command ; he soon after sent them
forward with Major-General Lyman, to the carrying-

? « Few countries could produce such dexterous marksmen, or
persons so well qualified for conquering those natural obstacles, of
thick woods and swamps, which would at once baffle the most deter-

b mined European. Not only were they strong of limb, swift of foot,
i and excellent marksmen, the hatchet was as familiar to them as the
! musket ; in short, when means or arguments could be used powerful
enough to collect a people so uncontrolled and so uncontrollable, and
when headed by a leader whom they loved and trusted, a well-armed
body of New York Provincials had nothing to dread but an ague or
an ambuscade, to both of which they were much exposed on the
banks of the Lakes, and amidst the swampy forests they had to pene-
trate in pursuit of an enemy.”’—Memoirs of an American Lady,
vol. i., p- 203.
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place between Lake George and the Hudson river,
sixty miles in advance; here they established a post

called Fort Edward, in a strong position, while the -

artillery, provisions, and boats for the campaign,
were being prepared under the general’s eye. To-
wards the end of August, Johnson joined his army

extremity of Lake George, leaving Colonel Blan-
chard with 300 men to garrison the newly erected
fort. 4

Here all the Indian scouts brought the news that
the French had intrenched themselves at Ticon-
deroga on the promontory between the Lakes George
and Champlain, but that the works were still
incomplete. Johnson promptly prepared for the
offensive ; soon, however, His plans were changed by
the news of Baron Dieskau’s arrival on the Lake
with a considerable force of regular troops from
Old France. The well known ability and courage
of the enemy, togethef with his formidable force,
alarmed Johnson for the safety of the British settle-
.mnents; he therefore immediately dispatched an
earnest intreaty for reinforcements to the provincial
governments, who loyally responded to the appeal,
but the danger had passed before their aid reached
the scene of action.

Baron Dieskau had been ordered to reduce the
Fort of Oswego on Lake Ontario, as the primary
object of his campaign, but on hearing that a
British force was in motion upon Lake George, he
determined first to check or destroy them, and

——at-the-earrying=place; and-proceeded-to-the southerm——————
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pressed on rapidly against Johmson, with 2000
men chiefly Canadians and Indians. . The English q
‘ chief was apprised of this movement, but could
) form no estimate of the enemy’s strength, his savage
; informants being altogether ignorant of the science
n ‘of numbers: he nevertheless made every poesible
chard to concentrate all his little force within the '_
fort ; that officer was, however, slain in the mean o
time, by an advance party of the French. ‘
Johnson now summoned a council of war, which
recommended the rash step of dispatching a
force of 1000 men and the Mohawk Indians to check 4
the enemy ; Colonel Ephraim Williams was placed in y
command of the detachment. Hardly had they
advanced three miles from the camp when suddenly
they were almost surrounded by the French, and
after a gallant but hopeless combat, utterly
routed, with the loss of their leader, Hendrick the
Indian chief, and many of the men. The victors,
although they had also suffered in the sharp en-
: counter, pursued with spirit, till checked near the
camp by Colonel Cole and 300 men, sent by Johnson
in the direction of the firing. By this delay the b
British were enabled to strengthen their defences, 4
and to recover, in some measure, from the confusion
of their disaster. The most vigorous efforts of the
officers were needed to overcome the panic caused
by Williams’s defeat and death, and by their ignor-
ance of the advancing enemy’s force.
g After a brief pause, Dieskau made a spirited

ik,
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attack upon the British intrenchments, but his
Canadians and Indians were suddenly checked by
Johnson’s guns;® they at once gave way, and
inclining to the right and left, contented themselves
with keeping up a harmless fire on the flanks of the
works. The French regulars, however, bravely

maintained their ground, although surprised by the ————

strength of Johnson’s position, and damped by
finding it armed with artillery. But they could not
long bear the brunt alone; after several gallant
attacks, the few remaining still unhurt also dis-
persed in the forest, leaving their leader mortally
wounded on the field* Early in the action General
Johnson had received a painful wound, and was
obliged unwillingly to retire to his tent, the com-

3 « Qur artillery then began to play on them, and was served,
under the direction of Captain Eyre . . . in a manner very advan-
tageous to his character.”— Letter from General Johnson to the
Governor of New York. Camp at Lake George, Sept. 9th, 1755.

4 ¢« Just arrived from America, and to be seen at the New York
and Cape Breton Coffee-house, in Sweetings-alley, from 12 till 3,
and from 4 till 6, to the latter end of next week, and then will
embark for America in the General Webb, Captain Boardman,
a famous Mohawk Indian Warrior ! —the same person who took
M. Dieskan, the French general, prisoner, at the battle of Lake
George, where General Johnson beat the French, and was one of the
#aid general’s guards ; he is dressed in the same manner, with his
native Indians when they go to war ; his face and body painted, with
his scalping knife, tom-axe, and all other implements of war that are
used by the Indians in battle. A sight worthy the curiosity of every
true Briton.

** Priee one shilling each person.

‘ *s* The only Indian that has been in England since the reign
of Queen Anne.”— Public Advertiser, 1755.
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mand then devolved upon Lyman, who pursued the
routed enemy for a short distance with great
slaughter. The French loss in this disastrous action
was little short of #00 men, and their regular
troops were nearly destroyed.

The Canadians and Indians, who had fled almost
unharmed, halted that evening at the scene of
Williamns’s defeat to scalp the dead and dying.
Finding they were not molested they prepared for
rest and refreshment, and even debated upon the .
renewal of the attack. The heavy loss already
sustained by the English (upwards of 200 men); and
the consequent disorganisation, prevented them
from following up their victory: this forced inaction
had well nigh proved the destruction of 120 men
sent from Fort Edward to their aid under Captain
Macginnis. This gallant officer, however, had secured
his march by every proper precaution, and was
warned by his scouts that he was close upon the spot
where the still formidable enemy was bivouacked.
He promptly formed his little band, and sustained -
a sharp engagement for nearly two hours, extri-
cating his detachment at length with little loss, and
much honour to himself. The brave young man
was, however, mortally wounded, and died three
days afterwards in Johnson’s camp. The remnant
of the French army then dispersed, and sought
shelter at Ticonderoga.®

b The.r&\,_g‘re flying reports that General Johnson, our only hero
at present, has taken Crown Point.”’—Walpole's Letters to Sir H.
Mann, Dec. 4, 1755.
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Though the brilliance of this success was obscured
by the somewhat timid inaction that followed,® the
consequences were of great importance. The English
troops, it must be owned, were become so accus-
tomed to defeat and disaster, that they went into
action spiritless and distrustful. Now that a
formidable force of the enemy had yielded to their
prowess, confidence began to revive, and gradually
strengthened into boldness. Had the French been
successful in their attack, the results would have
been most disastrous for the British colonies;
nothing would 'have remained to arrest their
progress into the heart of the country, or stem the
tide of ruin that had followed on their track. The
value of this unusual triumph on the western con-
tinent was duly felt in England; a baronetcy by
royal favour, and a grant of 5000/ by a grateful
parliament, rewarded the successful general.

General Johnson turned his attention immediately ‘

after the battle to strengthen the position he had
successfully held with the view of securing the
frontiers from hostile incursion when he should
retire into winter quarters. The fort called William

¢ « General Johnson complained that his troops seemed impressed
with apprehensions of the enemy, from the boldness with which they
bad been attacked, and were unwilling, from the insufficiency of their
clothing, want of provisions, and other causes, to proceed further on
the enterprise ; and although urged by General Shirley, now com-
mander-in-chief (since Braddock’s death), to attempt Ticonderoga,
even that object was abandoned.”’—Marshall’s Life of Washington,
vol. i., p. 318.-
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Henry? was forthwith constructed by his orders;
guns were mounted, and a regiment of Provincial
troops, with a company of Rangers left to garrison
it and Fort Edward. On the 24th of December
Johnson fell back to Albany, and from thence dis-
persed the remainder of his army to their respective
provinces. In the meantime, Captain Rogers, a
daring and active officer, made repeated demonstra-
tions against the French in the neighbourhood of
Crown Point,® cut off many of their detached parties,
and obtained constant intelligence of their pro-
ceedings. By these means it was known that the
French had assembled a force of no less than 2000
men, with a proportion of artillery, and a consider-
able body of Indians, at Ticonderoga; the British
were therefore obliged to use every vigilance to
secure themselves against sudden attack from their
formidable enemies, and to hasten by all means in
their power the preparations for defence.

The fatal consequences of the unfortunate Brad-

7 « They erected a little stockaded fort at the nether end of Lake
George, in which they left & small garrison as a future prey for the
enemy, a misfortune which might have been easily foreseen.”’—
Smollett, vol. iii., p. 456.

This was Fort William Henry. Between Lake George and the
River Hudson, twelve miles of high table-land intervened ; at its
extremity was the portage or earrying-place for the River Hudson.
Here Fort Edward had been erected a few weeks before.

® Crown Point was called Fort Frederick by the French. It was
situated at the south end of Lake Champlain or Lake Corlaer. At
fifteen miles distanee, at the north end of Lake George, the French

were now beginning to fortify the post of Ticonderoga.
?
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dock’s defeat were rapidly developed in the south-

western frontiers. The French were aroused by

success to an unusual spirit of enterprise, and,
together with the Indians, they carried destruction
into the remote and scattered hamlets of the British
settlements. To put an end to these depredations,
the government of Virginia marched 500 men to
garrison Forf Cumberland, and 160 more to the
southern branch of the Potomac, lately the scene
of a cruel massacre. But these isolated efforts
were of little more than local and temporary advan-
tage; as the marauders were checked or baffled in
one district, they poured with increased ferocity
upon another. The province of Pennsylvania now
became their foray-ground ; and the inhabitants, the
faithful but fanatic men of peace, actually denied
all assistance to their governor for defence, and
zealously preached against any warlike preparations,
recommending patience and forbearance as the best
means of securing their properties and lives.

This fatal delusion was not even dispelled by the
~ intelligence that 1400 Indians and 100 French were
already mustered on the banks of the Susquehanna,
only eighty miles from Philadelphia, with the object
of again dividing and sweeping the whole country
in separate parties. Soon after, news arrived that
the peaceful and prosperous settlement of Great
Cove was utterly destroyed, and all the inhabitants
massacred or carried into captivity. Still the men
of peace refused to use the arm of flesh. The
spirited governor in vain urged the necessity of
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action upon his unmanageable assembly, till the
sudden arrival of some hundreds of ruined fugitives
strengthened his argument. These unfortunates
crowded to the State House, dragging a waggon
loaded with the dead and mutilated bodies of their
friends who had been scalped by the Indians at a
place only sixty miles distant; they threw the
bleeding corpses at the door, and threatened violence
if their demfinds for protection and revenge were
not instantly complied with. The assembly, either
moved by their distress, ‘or overawed by their
menaces, at length gave up its scruples. and passed
a bill to call out the militia and appropriate 62,000..
to the expenses of the war. ‘

It must be said at the same time that the other
English colonies, where no such scruples as those of
the Quakers existed, were far from being active or
united in .raising supplies of men and money for
their common safety. Those, however, where danger
was most imminent, addressed strong and spirited
appeals to their rulers for protection and support,
and denounced in vigorous language the aggressions
and usurpations of the French. These remonstrances
had at length the desired effect of disposing the
minds of the local authorities to se¢ond the views
of the court of London for curbing the advances
of Canadian power. On the 12th of December, 1755,
a grand council of war was assembled at New York,
consisting of as many provincial governors and
superior officers as could be collected for the purpose.
General Shirley presided, and laid before them the

=
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instructions which had been given to Braddock, his
unfortunate predecessor. He exerted himself with
energy and success to create a good understanding
amongst the several governments, and was particu-
larly happy in effecting a union for mutual pro-
tection and support between the important States
of New England and New York. He also succeeded
in regaining to his cause many of the Indians, who
had either already gone over to the French or
withdrawn to a cold neutrality.

The measures Shirley now proposed to the council
were in accordance with the tenor of General
Braddock’s instructions; they were cheerfully as-
sented to by that body through his successful
negociations. © It was agreed to strengthen the
naval force on Lake Ontario, and to form an army
of 6000 men upon its shores, while 10,000 more
were to be directed against the French intrench-
ments at Ticonderoga. Another attempt was also
proposed, upon Fort du Quesne, and a movement
"against the Canadian settlements on the Chaudiére,
provided that these schemes should not interfere
with the main objects of the war. The council then
unanimously gave their opinion, that a reinforce-
ment of regular soldiers was indispensable for the
assertion and security of the British ’sovereign’s
rights on the American continent.

The English government,® though sensible of

® ¢« Three days before the meeting .of parliament, November
1755, Sir Thomas Robinson, secretary of state, from an honest and
VOL. II. @
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General Shirley’s abilities as a negociator, had not
sufficient confidence in his military capacity to
intrust him with the execution of extensive war-
like operations. The command in chief of all the
ferces in America was, therefore, conferred upon
the Earl of Loudon, a nobleman of amiable cha-
racter, who had already distinguished himself in
the service of his country.!

aincere consciousness of his incapacity to conduct the business of
parliament in the House of Commons, had resigned the seals, which
were directly transferred to Mr. Fox, secretary-at-war, who unques-
tionably, in respect of political ability, had at this time no rival in the
House of Commons, Mr. Pitt only excepted. . . . There had been
vain attempts at a negociation with Pitt, during the summer, but his
positive refusal to consent to ¢ a system of subsidies ’ threw the Duke
of Newcastle into Fox’s power, and the seals were now given to him
upon his own terms.’”’— Belsham, vol. ii.,, p. 379 ; Lord Mahon’s
History of England, vol. iv., pp. 76, 77.

< This session of parliament was distinguished by an act of gene-
rosity and humanity which conferred the highest honour upon the
parliament and nation. The city of Lisbon was almost totally
destroyed by a tremendous earthquake on the lst of November,
1755. A message from the throne informed both Houses of this
dreadful calamity, and the sum of 100,000!. was instantly and
unanimously voted for the use of the distressed inhabitants. . . . .
Amidst the millions and millions expended for the purposes of devas-
tation and destruction, a vote of this description seems as a paradise
blooming in the wild ! ”—Belsham, vol. ii.,, p. 381. See Lord
Mahon's History of England, vol. iv., p. 87; Southey’s Peninsular
War, vol. iii., p. 388, 8vo edition.

! Smollett, vol. iii., p. 520.

“ The Earl of Loudon, an officer of reputation and merit.”"—
Belsham, vol. ii., p. 370. -

“If it had been the wish or intention of the British ministers to
render the guardian care of the parent state ridiculous, and its supre-
macy odious to the colonists, they could hardly have selected a fitter
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instrument for the achievement of this sinister purpose than Lord
Loudon. Devoid of genius, either civil or military; always hurried
and hurrying others, yot making little progress in the dispatch of
business ; hasty to project and threaten, but mutable, indecisive, and
languid in pursuit and action, negligent of even the semblance of
public virtue ; impotent against the enemy whom he was sent to

destroy, formidable only to the spirit and liberty of the people whom -

he was commissioned to defend, he excited alternately the disgust,
the apprehensions, and the contemptuous amazement of the colonists
of America.”’—Graham’s History of the United States, vol. iv., p. 4.

62
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CHAPTER IIL

Tue campaign of 1755 had opened with evil pro-
mise for the cause of France in the western world ;
four formidable armies were arrayed to check her
progress, and turn back the tide of war upon her own
territory. A powerful fleet, under the brave and
vigilant Boscawen, swept the Atlantic coast, insulted
her eastern harbours, and captured her reinforce-
ments and supplies. The doubtful allegiance of
many of her Indian neighbours was far overbalanced
by the avowed hostility of others no less numerous
and powerful. ‘

But the close of the year presented results very
different from those that might have been antici-
pated. Braddock was defeated and slain; the
whole of that vast valley of the Mississippi, whose
unequalled fertility is now the wonder of mankind,
had been freed from the presence of a British
soldier by omne decisive victory. Niagara was
strengthened and wunassailed; Crown Point had
not been compromised by Johnson’s partial success.
The undisputed superiority upon Lake Ontario was
upon the Canadian shore. From dangerous foes,
or almost as dangerous friends, the forest tribes
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had generally become zealous allies, and thrown
themselves with ready policy into the apparently
preponderating scale ; the ruined settlements, and
diminished numbers of the British frontier colonists,
marked the cruel efficiency of their co-operation.
Notwithstanding the check of the Baron Dieskau’s
detachment, there still remained to the French more
than 3000 regular troops, with a large force of the
Canadian militia, who were in some respects even
better qualified for forest warfare than their veteran
brethren from the mother country. All these,
united under one able chief, formed a much more
formidable military power than the English colonies,
with their jarring interests and independent com-
manders, could bring forward. Nova Scotia again
severed from the territories of New France, and the
Acadian peasants reduced to British rule, formed
but a slight offset to these hostile gains.

The civil progress of the French colony was,
however, far from satisfactory. For two years past
the scarcity of grain and other provisions had
almost amounted to famine. The inhabitants of the
country, constantly employed in warfare against
their English neighbours, were forced to neglect the
cultivation of the soil, till absence from their own
homesteads was almost as ruinous to themselves as
their degt’ructive presence to the enemy. Although
the scanty supply of corn was too well known, the
intendant Bigot, with infamous avarice, shipped
off vast quantities of wheat to the West Indies for
his own gain and that of his creatures. The price
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of food rose enormously, and the commerce of the
country, hampered by selfish and stupid restrictions,
rapidly declined.

The Marquis de Vaudreuil de Cavagnac, the suc-
cessor of the Marquis du Quesne as governor, soon
lost the confidence of his people. To him they had
looked hopefully and earnestly for protection against
the fatal monopolies of the Merchant Company, but
they found that he readily sanctioned the oppression
under which they suffered, and. indeed rather
increased its severity. Great stores of wheat had
been purchased from the settlers by the Company
in anticipation of a scarcity; when they had
obtained a sufficient quantity to command the
market, they arranged with the intendant to fix the
price at an immense advance, which was maintained
in spite of the misery and clamours of the people.
Again, the intendant pretended that the dearth was
caused by the farmers having secreted their grain,
and in consequence issued an order that the city
and troops should be immediately supplied at a very
low rate, and those who would not submit to these
nefarious conditions, had their corn seized and
confiscated without any remuneration whatever.

Abuses and peculations disgraced every depart-
ment of the public service, the example set in high
places was faithfully followed by the petty officials
all over the colony. The commissaries who had the
supply of the distant posts, enriched themselves at
the cost of the mother country, and to the detriment
of the hardy and adventurous men occupying those
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remote and dreary settlements, boats were not
allowed to visit them without paying such heavy
fees that the venture became ruinous, and thus
the trade was soon altogether confined to the com-
missaries.

Vessels sent to Miramichi with provisions for the
unfortunate Acadians, returned loaded with that
people, who, faithful to their king and nation, had
left their happy homes, refusing the proffered pro-
tection of their conquerors. When they reached
Quebec they met with a cruel reception. The
intendant gave to a creature named Cadet the
office of ministering to their wants; this heartless
man shamefully abused the trust, and only con-
sidered it as a means of selfish profit, providing
~ them with unwholesome and insufficient food; thus
many fell victims to his cruel avarice. Some, indeed,
who settled on lands belonging to the governor or
his favourites, were amply supplied for the private
advantage of the proprietors.

Loud and constant were the complaints of the
colonists against these shameful abuses of power,
but they fell either upon ears determined not to
hear, or were miisrepresented and refracted by the
medium through which they passed. The outer
aspect of New France was bold and formidable, but
within all was corruption, languor, and decay. The
seignorial tenure,' and the custom law of Paris,
fatally embarrassed agricultural improvement, and

! See Appendix, No. LXIIL
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the monopoly of the Merchant Company paralysed
trade. The absolute system of government, ahd the
intrusive exercise of imperial power in even. the
most trivial matters of celonial interest, cramped
individual energy by the constraining force of cen-
tralisation. The military ? system of feudal organ-
i isation turned the ploughshares and reapinghooks
of the most active among the population into
Ry weapons of war, and the settlements that were
i little else than scattered barracks for troops, made
i but small progress in the truly glorious war against
: the desolation of the wilderness. While the. hardy
voyageurs of the Ottawa, and the farmers of
the rich valley of the St. Lawrenge reaped the
laurels of the bloody fight at Fort dw Quesne, the
canoes once richly laden with the furs of the wes-
tern country floated idly in the stream, and the
exuberant soil by the banks of the Great River was
overrun with a harvest of useless or noxious weeds.
Thus it was that while the military superstruc-
ture of this great French colony was strong and
imposing, the social and political foundations were ;
false and feeble.

2 « Thus was introduced into America the feudal system, so long
the ruin of Europe.”’—Raynal, vol. viii., p. 143.

¢ Nothing has reduced the families of the ancient French seigneurs
to misery more than the division and subdivision of their lands by
their own law; a law which, though it appears at first to breathe. :
more the spirit of democracy than of monarchy, yet in fact is calcu- P
lated for a military government only, because nobles so reduced can ’
and will only live by the sword.”—Gray’s Canada, p. 346.
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"On the other hand the dangerous British rivals
had rapidly advanced to prosperity, and to the
possession of formidable resources. The state of
Massachusetts alone mustered 40,000 men capable of
bearing arms, by one-third a greater number than all
Canada could produce. The militia of Connecticut
was 27,000 strong, and that of New Hampshire
and Rhode Island also considerable. Pennsylvania,
Virginia, and other States were also in themselves
powerful ; but in military matters, New England ever
took the lead. The sturdy non-conformists who
first peopled that country had been long accustomed
to encounter and overcome difficulties; they had
continually waged a war of mutual extermination
with the Indians. The unbending spirit of their
ancestors lost nothing under such training; each
separate settlement possessed an independent
vitality ; the habit of self-government engendered
a feeling of confidence in their own power, and they
who had marched with steady step over the barriers
of an' almost impenetrable forest, and swept away
the warlike hordes of its savage inhabitants, were
no mean foes to match even against the brilliant
chivalry of France.

The peculiar and distinct institutions of these
British colonies, while they fostered the development
of individual energy and stimulated general pros-
perity, forbade at the same time that compact, and
centralised organisation, which rendered the external
power of New France so formidable. It was difficult
or impossible to unite all the different States in one
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great effort, and hopeless to induce them to act in
concert. The borderers of Maine or Massachusetts
heard with almost indifference of Indian massacres
upon the banks of the Susquehanna, and the men of
Virginia felt but little sympathy with the victors of
the north. English colonisation had already pro-
gressed to unheard of prosperity in its component
parts, in spite of its utter want of large and compre-
hensive system, while that of France, planned on a
scheme of magnificent ambition, had proved but a
sickly exotic under the over anxious care of the
founders. In the one, powerful elements formed
but a disjointed and unwieldy aggregate, in the
other, indifferent materials were rendered strong by
the firm framework in which they were united.

' The defensive power of the British colonies was
however very great ; in cases of real peril, when the
farmer tore himself from his fields, the merchant
from his storehouse, and the hunter from the chase,
a militia formidable in numbers and composition,
was at the service of the State, while the vast extent
and the scattered situations of the settlements, would
have rendered complete conquest difficult, and
occupation impossible.

The campaign of 1756 opened with a partial
success of the French arms. The Marquis de
Vaudreuil had learned that the British had erected
a chain of small forts to protect their route to
Oswego, and that they purposed building ships at
that port to command the navigation of Lake
Ontario, and thus break up the chain of his
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communications. He therefore ordered -a detach-
ment of about 350 Canadians and Indians under
M. Chaussegros de Léry to march to Montreal,
from whence they proceeded westward on the 17th
of March. After a harassing journey of great length
through the wilderness they came upon one of the
small English forts on the Oswego route, garrisoned
by Lieutenant Bull and twenty-five men; the British
officer at once rejected the proposal of a capitulation
and prepared to offer a vigorous resistance; he was
however speedily overpowered, and he and his little
party, with the exception of two, were massacred
and scalped by the Indians, whose ferocity could
not be repressed ; the fort was then blown up and
the ammunition destroyed.

The French fully alive to the danger of allowing
their enemies to hold possession of the important
position of Oswego, were determined to spare no
efforts to drive them away. Another expedition
was accordingly prepared to accomplish this grand
object, consisting of 300 men, led by M. de Villiers.
They proceeded to within a short distance of Oswego,
where they constructed a small fort, placed among
the dense woods in such a manner as to be unseen
by the enemy; from this hiding-place they frequently
intercepted parties with provisions destined for
Oswego. When the Iroquois became aware of the
designs of the French, they summoned Sir William
Johnson, whom they greatly respected, to meet them
in council for the purpose of considering the means
of diverting hostilities from their country. He
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strongly advised them, if possible, to prevent the
attack upon the fort, and thus avoid a war that
would deluge the frontier with blood. Pursuing
this counsel they dispatched thirty deputies to
Montreal to assure M. de Vaudreuil that they wished
to preserve the strictest neutrality, and to intreat
him not to draw the sword in their country or
interrupt their communications. The governor
answered that he would seek his enemies wherever
he could find them, but that the people of the Five
Nations should be protected from every insult as
long as they did not join the English. ~

From this time the war was to assume a more
important form, and new and more illustrious
actors were to appear upon the stage. The British
government determined to increase its efforts in
North America,® and as the Earl of Loudon, lately
appointed general-in-chief. of the forces on that
continent, was unavoidably detained in England for
some time, Major-General Abercromby was ordered
to precede him and hold command until his arrival.
Lord Loudon was intrusted with extraordinary
powers to enable him to promote the essential object
of union among the English colonies; he was also

3 « War was at length declared in form by Great Britain against
France in May, 1756, and in‘the following month by France against
Great Britain ; and in the manifesto published by the latter much
pains were taken to contrast the moderation and equity of the court
of Versailles with the intemperate violence of the court of London,
#nd particularly stigmatising the seizure of the French ships of war
and commerce, before a declaration of war, as piracy and perfidy.”~—
Belsham, vol. ii., p. 396.
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appointed governor of Virginia, and made colonel
of a regiment of four battalions, chiefly officered by
foreigners, called the Royal American.* In' the
mean time the preparations® were made in British
America, to forward the execution of the plans

- 4« The next object of the immediate attention of parliament in this
session (1755—May, 1756) was the raising of a new regiment of
foot in North America ; for which purpose the sum of 81,178/. 16s.
was voted. This regiment, which was to consist of four battalions
of a 1000 men each, was intended to be raised chiefly out of the
German and Swiss, who, for many years past, had annually trans-
ported-themselves in great numbers to the British plantations in
America, where waste lands had been assigned them upon the

frontiers of the provinces ; but, very injudiciously, no care had been f;
taken to intermix them with the English inhabitants of the place, ?
so that very few of them, even of those who have been born there, ,’ifl

1

have yet learned to speak or understand the English tongue. How- ¥
ever, as they were all zealous Protestants, and in general, sttong, £
bardy men accustomed to the climate, it was judged that & reginseént

of good and faithful soldiers might be raised out of them, particnlarly

proper to oppose the French ; but to this end it was necessary to

appoint some officers, especially subalterns, who understood military

discipline and could speak the German language ; and as a sufficient

number of such could not be found among the English officers, it - ..
was necessary to bring over and grant commissions to several = : d
German and Swiss officers and engineers. But as this step by LR
the Act of Settlement could not be taken without the authority of
parliament, an act was now passed for enabling his Majesty to grant
commissions to a certain number of foreign Protestants who had
served abroad as officers or engineers to act and rank as officers
or engineers in America only. The. Royal American Regiment
is now the 60th Rifles.”—Smollett’s History of England, vol. iii.,

-#

:;rgi‘ﬂ‘

p-433. .. .
* The northern colonies were enabled to comply in some degree 1 )
with the requisitions made on them by having received from the B

British government in the course of the summer, a considerable sum
of money as a reimbursement for the extraordinary expenses of the i
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recommended by the great council of war, and the
militia of the several provinces were assembled at
Albany, where they awaited the arrival of the
English general. Abercromby did not reach the
army till the latter end of June, 1756, and at that
time only brought with him two regiments, the
35th and the 42nd, or Murray’s Highlanders; the
British troops in North America at this time con-
sisted of those two corps, the 44th and 48th of the
line, Shirley’s and Pepperels battalions, eight inde-
pendent companies from New York and Carolina,
and a large body of the Provincial militia.

General Abercromby considered the force under
his command insufficient to carry out the extensive
schemes recommended by the council at Albany; he
was, however, cordially agreed with them upon
the advantages to be gained by their execution.
Desirous to avoid responsibility, he determined to
await the arrival of the commander-in-chief, but in
the mean time he marched the Provincial forces
upon Fort William Henry, under the command of
General Winslow,® who there awaited reinforcements
previous to his advance against Crown Point.

preceding year. One hundred and fifteen thousand pounds had been
apportioned among them, according to their respective exertions,*
and this sum gave new vigour and energy to their councils.

¢ The command of the expedition against Crown Point was given
to Major General Winslow, whose conduct in Nova Scotia had very

* To Massachusetts, 54,0007 ; to Connecticut, 26,000 ; to New York, 15,0007. ;
to New Hampshire, 8,000.; to Rhode Island, 7,000, ; to New Jersey, 5,000{.—
Marshall's Zife of Washington, vol. i., p. 328.
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In the west, however, British energy and 'courage
found employment under the able and adventurous
Lieutenant-Colonel Bradstreet. He determined to
execute, as far as in his power lay, the resolves of the
council at Albany, and left Schenectady with about
300 boatmen, bearing supplies and military stores to
strengthen the important post of Oswego. His
detachment consisted of raw Irish recruits, utterly
unacquainted with discipline, and unaccustomed to
the sight of an enemy, but their native courage
overcame all disadvantages, and they bravely did
their duty, as their countrymen have ever done
when striving for a good cause, and led by a worthy
chief. Bradstreet passed in safety up the Onondaga
river, reached Oswego, and accomplished his object.
The French, being apprised of this expedition, col-
lected in force some miles to the eastward of Oswego,
and detached 700 men to intercept their enemy;
happily, however, they became embarrassed in the
tangled wilderness, and lost their way: when, at
last, after much difficulty, they reached the banks
of the Onondaga, the English had already passed
up the stream in safety. They well knew, however,

much increased both his reputation and his influence.—Marshall’s
Life of Washington, vol. i., p. 325.

Mr. Beckford thus speaks of General Winslow in a letter to
Mr. Pitt, dated Fonthill, Dec. 18, 1758 : — ¢¢ There is a brave,
gallant officer, by name Winslow, who has acted as general in North
America, and done signal service. This man is in England, and is
only a captain on half pay. I wish you would think of him; he
might furnish you with useful hints.”’— Correspondence of the Earl
of Chatham, vol. i., p. 378.
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that Bradstreet must soon return by the same
route; they, therefore, patiently awaited their op-
portunity, concealed beneath the favouring cloak
of the dense forests surrounding the river.

The English chief—either informed of this am-
buscade, or mistrusting the facility with which the
dangerous navigation had been before accomplished
—took the only precaution his difficult position
permitted. To scour the neighbourhood of the rapid
stream with light troops would have been impossible,
owing to the thick underwood everywhere arresting
the human foot; and yet, from each dark clump of
cedars, or from behind each projecting crag on the
rugged banks, he might at any moment expect to
see the deadly flash of the Canadian musket, and
to hear the war-whoop of the savage. Bradstreet,
therefore, determined on the precaution of “pro-
ceeding in three divisions of canoes, within easy
distances of each other ..that thus, if any one were
attacked, his stout boatmen might land from the
others, and on equal terms encounter the assailants
on the shore. He entered the first canoe; his
gallant men followed with somewhat tumultudus
good-will. The day of their departure was the 3rd
of July; in that burning season the stream was
low and difficult of navigation, and the stately trees
and luxwuriant underwood, rich in leafy honours,
afforded complete concealment to the dangerous
enemy.

For nine miles, the party forced their way up the

- Onondaga, laboriously but without interruption ; at
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length they reached a spot where the waters flow
in shallow rapids past a small island, and the dense
woods throw their shade over the very margin of
the stream. Suddenly, from the north shore, a loud
volley, and a louder yell, broke through the silence
of the wilderness. This first fire fell with deadly
effect upon the leading division, but Bradstreet, with
six of the survivors, forced their canoes quickly
across the eddying current towards- the island.
Twenty of the enemy had at the same time plunged
into the river, and taking advantage of the ford,
arrived before him ; nevertheless, Bradstreet threw
himself on shore, and with desperate courage faced
the foe. After a sharp struggle, he even dislodged
them from the island, and drove them back upon
R,the main land. When the remaining canoes of the
‘Advanced division joined, his little force amounted
to no more than twenty men. The French, enraged
at their first repulse, vigorously renewed the attack -
with doubled numbers, but they were again beaten,
and leaving many of their foremost dead in the
stream, returned to the shelter of the shore. A
third time, however, the assailants, brave even in
defeat, pushed across the ford with seventy men,
and threw themselves upon the little knot of
English. For nearly an hour, with fiery courage on
the one side and stubborn resolution on the other,
they fought among the rocks and trees, till the
secluded spot, where perhaps human foot had never
before trodden, was red with human blood. At

length the French gave way, and, scattered and
VOL. II. H
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depressed, fell back upon the main body of their
countrymen.

While this stout fight was raging on the little
i island the boatmen of the remaining divisions had
landed in safety lower down on the southern
| shore, and moved in good order to the support

:§ : of their hard-pressed comrades. The main body
| ?; of the French pressed rapidly along the opposite
bank towards another ford about a mile higher
- up the river, and many succeeded in crossing before
f ; Bradstreet’s stout boatmen could intercept them.
L 3} . By this time, however, the British leader had
arrived from the little island, and put himself at the
_____ _ head of his two last divisions; with prompt deter-
i mination he threw himself upon the French advance,”
e and, bravely supported by his followers, after a
{fﬂ stubborn strife, forced it back into the river. Many
i 1 of the conquered were struck down by the English
'i:.':; marksmen in the close bush-fight, and even a greater
7'”“ number perished in their hurried passage of the

| stream.

In Bradstreet’s absence another large body of the
French swarmed across the ford by the little island
where they had been before repeatedly repulsed, but
Hf this last effort was even more disastrous than the
i i’ preceding. Before they could form in the tangled

N swamps, the boatmen and their gallant chief came
v ' down at a running pace, flushed with recent success.
short struggle on the woody bank, and the
il - assaildnts were forced back in utter rout. The
remainder of the enemy dispersed in the forest and
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attacked no more, but above 100 of their number
had perished in the stream or had fallen by the
sword, while seventy prisoners, and a great quantity
of arms rewarded the successful valour of the
conquerors. Many of the French regular soldiers,
strangers to the American wilderness, became
bewildered in its mazes, and died miserably of
starvation. On the other hand, no less than sixty

of Bradstreet’s boatmen were killed and wounded:

in this gallant action.”

The English were too much fatigued and
weakened by their hard-won victory to venture on
pursuit, and prepared to rest that night upon the
battle-field ; they were, however, soon aroused by
the approach of a body of troops, which, to their
great joy, proved to be a detachment of their own
grenadiers, on the march to Oswego, and the next
morning 200 men also joined them from that
garrison. But in the meantime the rain had poured
down in torrents, and the stream of the Onondaga
swelled to an angry flood; to cross and follow up
their success was therefore impossible, and the
remnant of the French found refuge in their vessels
"~ on the waters of Lake Ontario. After a time, ‘when
the subsiding flood permitted, the detachment, and
the grenadiers, descended the river to Oswego; and

7 < Bradstreet had but tlii'ee Indians of the six nations (Iroquois)
with him at this attack. Of these, one took to his heels ; a second
fought bravely ; but the third went over to the enemy, and assisted
in pointing out our officers.”—A Review of the Military Operations in

North America from 1753 to 1756.
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the victorious boatmen, with their leader, pushed on
for Schenectady, where they arrived in safety on
the 14th of July. The following day Bradstreet set
out for Albany to warn General Abercromby of the
designs of the French against Oswego : the prisoners
had informed him that a force of 1200 men was
encamped on the shores of the Lake not far from
the eastern fort of that port, where the thick
covert of the forest concealed them from the British
garrison. Abercromby at once ordered the remains
of the 44th regiment under Colonel Webb to hasten
to Oswego, but owing to the interference of the
Provincial governors® a fatal delay intervened before
this corps was put in motion.

8 ¢ Mr, Shirley and the Provincial chiefs wanted that Webb's (the
44th) and my regiment (the 48th) should march to Forts Edward
and William Henry, taking it for granted that Oswego was in no
danger.”— Letter from General Abercromby, dated Albany, 10th
August, 1756.

¢ The detaching any troops to Oswego was strongly opposed by a
party at Albany, who thought that while Crown Point remained in
the hands of the French, there could be no security for the province
of New York. General Winslow, who was to command an expedi-
tion against Crown Point, was already more than sufficiently strong
for that purpose, yet this party insisted on his being reinforced with
two or three regiments of regular troops, and that an army should
likewise remain at Albany to defend it, in case the troops sent
against Crown Point should happen to be defeated. Nay, they
strongly opposed the departure of the regiment which General Aber-
crombie had already ordered for Oswego. Some of the New England
colonies joined those of New York in this opposition, so that it was
not without the greatest difficulty Lord Loudon, who did not think
proper to do anything materisl without their approbation, could so
much as prevail on them to let Colonel Webb depart for Oswego.
Therefore it was the 12th August before that officer could leave
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On the 26th of July Lord Loudon arrived at New
York from Europe; on the 29th he reached Albany
and assumed the command of the army. He found
a body of nearly 3000 regular troops, besides a large
Provincial force, under his orders at Albany® and
Schenectady, including the survivors of the two
unfortunate regiments which had been crippled and
broken in Braddock’s disaster.” In the fort of
Oswego? were mustered 1400 bayonets, principally
of Shirley’s and Pepperel’s regiments, besides sailors
and peasants,® and nearly 500 men in scattered
detachments preserved the difficult communications
through the Iroquois territories.

On the other hand the French held Crown Point
“and Ticonderoga with 3000 veterans, and found

means to assemble a still more formidable force

Albany ; too late to save Oswego. Thus the public safety of the
whole British empire in North America was made to yield to the
private views of some leading people in the provinces of New Eng-
land and New York.”’—Mante, p. 64.

® ¢« The Provincials do not exceed 4000, mostly vagabonds picked
up by the New Englanders at random, by the high premium given
them, in order to save themselves from service.”’— Letter from General
Abercromby, Albany, 30th August, 1756.

! The 44th (then Halkett’s, now Webb’s) and the 48th (then
Dunbar’s, now Abercrombie’s). They were regiments that ran
away at Preston Pans.

24 The garrison of Oswego was insensibly increased to 1400 men;
only 700 had been left there by Mr. Shirley the autumn before.”—
Mante’s Hist. of the War, p. 63.

3 <« The greatest part of Shirley’s and Pepperel’s regiments is there

By all account Shirley’s and Pepperel’s are by much the
worst corps on this continent. With such troops what can we do ?”’
— Letter from General Abercromby, Albany, 30th Aug., 1756.
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at Fort Frontenac for the purpose of attacking
Oswego.

This year had arrived at Quebec from France
a large body of regulars under the command of
the Marquis pE MonTcaLm, with the Brigadier
de Levi, and Colonel de Bourlemaque. Montcalm
remained but a few days at Quebec, and then
hastened on with his veteran reinforcements to
strengthen the force destined to act against
Oswego. Rigaud de Vaudreuil, with a large body
of Canadian militia raised at Montreal, was detached
as the vanguard of the army, and arrived undis-
covered on the 9th of August within a mile and a
half of the British position; on the night of the
10th the first division also arrived; on the 12th, at
midnight, the second division joined. Then the
French chief, having made all necessary preparations,
opened his trenches before Fort Ontario,* which was
situated at the opposite side of the river from the
important position of Oswego. *

From break of day until six in the evening Mont-

4 « (General Shirley’s troops, after the attack on Niagara was relin-
quished in the autumn of the preceding year, had been employed in
the erection of two new forts, one of_ them 450 yards from the old
Fort Oswego, and bearing the same name, the other on the opposite
gide of the Onondaga river, to be called Fort Ontario. They were
erected on the south side of Lake Ontario, at the mouth of the
Onondaga, and constituted a port of great importance. The garrison,
as we have already observed, consisted of 1400 men, chiefly militia
and new-raised recruits, under the command of Colonel Mercer, an
officer of experience and courage ; but the situation of the forts was
very ill chosen, the materials mostly timber or logs of wood, the
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calm kept up a heavy fire, which was vigorously
replied to by the defenders; then, however, the
resistance suddenly ceased. The unpardonable
neglect of the British authorities had left this
important post almost unprovided with ammunition,
and in the hour of extremest need the scanty supply
failed. Further defence was impossible; the sur-
vivors of the little garrison spiked their cannon, and
retreated without interruption to the neighbouring
position of Fort Oswego, on the opposite side of the
river. When the French perceived that the defenders
had yielded the post, they quickly took possession,
and turned such of the guns as in the hurry of
retreat had been still left uninjured upon the walls
of the remaining stronghold. The defences of the
feeble fort soon crumbled beneath the crushing fire
from Montcalm’s battering train, and the now hostile
guns of Fort Ontario; Colonel Mercer, the English
chief, and many of his men were struck down, and
the remainder, hopeless of a successful defence,
surrendered upon not unfavourable terms on the
evening of the 14th of August. ‘
Seven armed vessels, mounting from 8 to 18
guns each, 200 batteaux, a vast quantity of provi-
sions, and warlike stores, with 1200 prisoners,® were

defences wretchedly continued and unfinished, and, in a word, the
place altogether untenable against any regular approach.”’—Smollett’s
History of England, vol. iii., p. 535.

5 <« Such an important magazine, deposited in a place altogether
indefensible, and without the reach of immediate succour, was
a flagrant proof of egregious folly, temerity and misconduct.”— Ibid.,
p- 536.
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gained by the victors; and for a brief space several
British flags, the unwonted trophies of French con-
quest, decked with drooping folds the walls of the -
Canadian churches. This brilliant and important
success was, however, stained by cruelty and

-doubtful faith ;® notwithstanding the terms of the

capitulation, the savages were permitted to plunder
all, and massacre many, of the captives;’ and, to the
shame of Montcalm, the sick and wounded who had
been intrusted to his protection were slain and
scalped under the Indian knife. The remaining
prisoners, however, were escorted to Montreal, where
they were treated with kindness and consideration,
and soon afterwards exchanged.® The French having
demolished the works at Oswego, returned to the
eastern part of the province.

This conquest established Montcalm’s already rising

® Smollett’s Hist. of England, vol. iii., p. 535.

7 ¢« Montcalm, in direct violation of the articles, as well as in con-
tempt of common humanity, delivered up above twenty men of the
garrison to the Indians, in lieu of the same number they had lost
during the siege.”’—Ibid.

8 ¢« The negligence and dilatoriness of our governors at home,*
and the little-minded quarrels of the regulars and irregular forces,

* The ministry of the Duke of Newcastle and Fox, which was forced out of office
by the public indignation at the loss of Minorca, and on the 13th Nov., 1756, Pitt

- kissed hands as secretary of state.

* ¢ The regulations of the Crown respecting rank, had given great disgustin America,
and rendered it extremely difficult to carry on any military operations which required
a junction of British and Provincial troops. When consulted on this delicate subject,
General Winslow assured General Abercromby of his apprehensions, that if the result
of the junction should be placing the Provincials under British oﬂic‘er‘s“'it would pro-
duce very general discontent, and perbaps desertion. His officers concurred with him
in this opinion. On the arrival of Lord Loudon, the subject was revived, and the
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reputation. Canadarejoiced, and the British colonies
were proportionately discouraged. The sad news was
first carried to Albany by some French deserters, but
remained unconfirmed for several days, till two sailors
arrived who had escaped subsequently to the dis-
aster. Indian rumour was also busy with the melan-
choly tale; it was for a time believed that the whole
garrison of Oswego had been put to the sword,? and
that the bodies of the slain were left unburied upon
the desolate shores of Lake Ontario. A panic spread.
Colonel Webb with the 44th regiment, nearly 900
strong, and 800 boatmen, stopped short in his
advance, now useless through culpable delay, and
employed his whole force in felling trees to block
up the navigation of the important passage of Wood
Creek,'® while the French, equally anxious to avoid

collision, performed a similar labour higher up.

the river.

have reduced our affairs in that part of the world (America) to a most
deplorable state. Oswego, of ten times more importance even than
Minorca, is so annihilated that we cannot learn the particulars.”—
Walpole’s Letters to Sir H. Mann, Nov. 4, 1756.

9 < The massacre at Oswego happily proves a romance. Part of the
two regiments* that were made prisoners there are actually arrived
at Plymouth ; the provisions at Quebec being too scanty to adwnit
additional numbers.”’—1bid., Nov. 13, 1756. )

19 Wood Creek was one of the streams that formed a nearly unin-
terrupted water communication between Albany, in New York, and
the mouth of the river Onondaga, where Oswego was situated.

colonial officers gave the same opinion. The request that Lord Loudon would
permit them to act separately, was acceded to.”~—Marshall’s Life of Washington, vol.
i, p. 327, * Shirley's and Pepperel’s.

|
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The province of New York was the first to suffer
by the unhappy loss of Oswego, and the pusillanimous
retreat of Webb. The rich and beautiful settlements
called the German Flats were speedily desolated by

‘the Indians, and the scarcely less vindictive Cana-

dians ; the crops were destroyed, the houses and
homesteads burnt, and such of the inhabitants as
could not escape were captured, or slain and scalped.

It has been before stated that all the resources of
the British colonies were taxed to enable General
Winslow to act against Crown Point, with a view to
master the important navigation of Lake Champlain
and to demolish the French forts upon its shores,’
but these preparations produced no results be-
yond that of strengthening Forts Edward and
William Henry; no blow was struck,? notwith-
standing the opportunity afforded by the with-
drawal of nearly all the French regular troops
from that neighbourhood to aid the Oswego expe-
dition. The inglorious campaign concluded by the
retirement of the British regiments of the line to

! Crown Point, or Fort Frederick, and Ticonderoga, which had

' been lately fortified.

2 Abercromby writes from Fort Edward, 30th September, 1756 :
—<¢ Upon intelligence of the enemy’s whole force being collected at
Crown Point, in order to make an attempt on this fort or that of Fort
William Henry, I arrived here the 26th with the Highlanders :
to-morrow I shall have three regiments, . . . . Our works here
are far from being finished. However, though the fort is not finished,
we are throwing up lines, and shall be able to repel the enemy's force.
—8th Oct. Lord Loudon is now here : he has left Webb to take care
of Otway's at Albany. General Winslow (he was at Fort William
Henry) holds daily correspondence.”
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Albany, and the return of the Provincials to their
several localities. ‘
But while the genius and good fortune of Mont-
calm raised the military reputation of New France
and strengthened her external power, tyranny and
corruption withered her budding prosperity, and
blighted it with premature decay. The paltry pecu-
lations and narrow despotism of the petty magnates
of colonial government are nauseous and ungrateful
subjects. The “habitans ” were oppressed and plun-
dered, the troops were defrauded of their hard-earned
stipend, traders were ground down under infamous
extortions, and the unhappy Acadian refugees robbed
of the generous bounties of the State. Eminent
among the perpetrators of these shameless wrongs
stood Bigot the intendant; Cadet and others of his
creatures were worthy of their principal. A scarcity
almost amounting to famine, which inflicted the
severest privations upon the colony, was again seized
as an opportunity of gain by these relentless men,
under the pretence of the general good ; great stores
of provisions were bought by them at a low, com-
pulsory price,' and resold at an enormous advance
for their private benefit. Even the sacred calling
of the missionaries did not in all instances preserve
them from the taint of these unworthy acts, and
where wealth was thus largely and by such means
increased, morals were naturally deteriorated.
_ The loss of Oswego was in some degree com-
pensated to the English by the progress of Colonel
-Lawrence in Acadia, but sad it is to say that the
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stain of cruelty tainted our success as it had the
victory of Montcalm. When the French settlers
refused to acknowledge allegiance to the British
crown and laws, they were pursued with fire and
sword, their villages and farms destroyed, and at
last many thousands were suddenly shipped off, and
dispersed among the Atlantic colonies, where friends
and kinsfolk might never meet again; thus, to use
the language of the time, « establishing peace and
tranquillity throughout the whole province.” In the
ensuing February, some of these ill-fated Acadians
with a few allied Indians, about 300 in all,
unexpectedly sallied out upon the new English
settlements, driven by desperation from the snowy
forests, but Lieutenant-Colonel Scott promptly called
together an equal force of Provincials, and drove
them back, with heavy loss, upon the inhospitable
wilderness.

In the month of August of the year 1756, a small
post on the borders of Pennsylvania, called Fort
Granville, was surprised by a party of French and
Indians, and the garrison carried into captivity. At
the same time, the Morian savages from the banks
of the Ohio, rejoicing in the opportunity afforded by
the contentions of the white men, suddenly burst
upon the English western frontier, and massacred
no less than 1000 of the scattered settlers. Then
the thirst of vengeance burned among the hardy
colonists ; infuriated rather than appalled by this
horrid butchery, 280 men hastily assembled, and
with untiring energy pushed on towards the rugged
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Alleghanies to an Indian town called Kittaning, the
rendezvous of the fierce marauders. The road was
rude and difficult, the distance 150 miles, but the
furious hatred of the pursuers spurred them forward,
and on the morning of the fifth day the foremost
scouts brought word that the Indian murderers
were close at hand, celebrating their bloody triumph
in songs and dances.

When morning light first chased away the
darkness of the forest, the English Provincials burst
upon the Indian camp. Armstrong, their leader,
offered quarter, but the savages, conscious of their
unpardonable cruelties, dared not submit. Then
ensued a terrible slaughter; the Indians were beaten
auown in furious rage, or shot in attempting to fly,
or shut up in their wooden huts and burned to
death; some were seized and scalped in horrible
imitation of their own ferocity, and not a few were
blown up and destroyed by the stores of ammunition
they had collected during their late incursion.
Terrible as was this vengeance it availed but little ;
on almost every other part of the British frontiers
parties of the Indians, and their almost equally
savage French allies, swarmed among the woods,
concealed in ambush during the day, and by night
busied in their bloody work.

In the meantime the season had become too far
advanced for the commencement of any important
enterprise; the English colonies were divided in
spirit, and all efforts for the general good were
perpetually thwarted by jealousy and parsimony.
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Lord Loudon, with his armament, had not reached

New York till the end of July; by that time little
remained practicable but to strengthen some frontier
forts, and push forward parties of observation into
the French territories. Thus closed the campaign
of 1756 ; England had a sorry account of her wasted
blood and treasure in these western -wars; oppor-
tunities had been neglected, resources wasted, laurels
lost2 The Indian trade and the commerce of the
Great Lakes had been forfeited by the surrender of
Oswego. To us only remained the barren boast of
Bradstreet’s gallant victory. The Indians were not
slow to perceive the weakness of British councils,
and Sir William Johnson’s powerful influence was
barely sufficient to restrain the politic Iroquois from
openly declaring for the enemy.

* Everywhere. “I see it with concern, considering who was
Newecastle’s associate,” (he alludes to his friend Fox,) ¢ but this was
the year of the worst administration that I have seen in England; for
now Newcastle’s incapacity * was left to its full play.”’—Walpole’s
Memoirs, vol. ii., p. 54. '

¢ In the course of this unfortunate year, 1756, we were stripped of
Minorca and Oswego, (the East India Company, by the loss of Cal-
cutta, received a blow, which would have shaken an establishment of
less strength to its foundation,) we apprehended an invasion of Great
Britain itself, our councils were torn to pieces by factions, and our
military fame was everywhere in contempt.”’—Annual Register.

Burke was the writer of the ¢ History of Europe’ in the early
volumes of the Annual Register.

* ¢« A minister the most incapable though the most ambitious, the weakest though
the most insolent, the most pusillanimous though the most presumptuous.” — Mr.
Potter’s Speech in the House of Commons. “It would, however, be injustice not to
allow the Duke of Newcastle the merit of disinterestedness as to the emoluments of
office, and of zeal for the general interests of his country.'’—Belsham, vol. ii., p. 381.
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CHAPTER 1IV.

StiMULATED by the general succéss of their arms
during the campaign of 1756, the French suffered
not their energies to slumber even through the
chilly Canadian winter. With detachments of
Indians and bhardy “habitans,” they scoured the
northern frontiers of the British colonies, and gained
intelligence of every movement. From information
thus acquired, Montcalm determined to move a force

suddenly on Fort William Henry,' at the southern

extremity of Lake George? where the English had

! ¢« In the French accounts of this transaction, Fort George is the
name given to the fort. This was a strong position at a short dis-
tance from Fort William Henry. In the vicinity of the village of
Caldwell is situated the site of the old Fort William Henry, and a short
distance beyond the ruins of Fort George, which was built during the
campaign of Amherst.”’— Picturesque Tourist, p. 104.

2 « Lake George, called by the Indians Horican, is justly cele-
brated for its romantic and beautiful scenery, and for the transparency
and purity of its waters. They were exclusively selected by the
Jesuit missionaries to perform the typical purification of baptism,
which obtained for it the appropriate title of Lac Sacrement. The
less zealousEnglish thought they conferred sufficient honour on its
unsullied fountains when they bestowed the name of their reigning
prince, the second of the House of Hanover.”— Last of the Mohicans,
P 2.
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formed a depdt for a vast quantity of provisions and
warlike stores, which was as yet unprotected by any
sufficient garrison. Fifteen hundred men, of whom
four hundred were Indians, led by Rigaud de
Vaudreuil and the Chevalier de Longueuil, were
dispatched to surprise and escalade the fort, and in
case of failure, to destroy the stores and buildings
beyond the protection of its walls, and also the
shipping and batteaux on the neighbouring lake.
On the 19th of March, at the dead of night, the
French noiselessly approached the littl