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PREFACE.

Tue ‘Author of this volume had pre- .

pared materials for a much larger ‘work
- than he here ventures to offer to the
public. S
While in Canada, and after most of his
observations had been written, the Author

read Mrs. Trollope’s well known publica-’

tion, and found it necessary, in conse.
quence, either to abridge his plan, or to
repeat what that lady had already said in a
very popular and attractive style. On his

return to England, Mr. Stuart’s book next -

appeared : this also he perused, with a
view that nothing contained in it might by
him be needlessly repeated. He flatters
himself, therefore, that what he has re-
tained and given in the following pages,
belongs pretty exclusively to his own op-
portunities and his subjects, and that those
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viii PREFACE.

who have read the above works may yet
‘peruse his with some advantage.

" Sensible, however, that the period which
he spent in the United States and Canada
was too short to allow of such maturity to
his observations, as might make them of
value in the eyes of the judicious, the Au-
thor has preferred giving what he has col-
lected in the form of conversations on the
several points of his inquiries, with known
or named individuals, whose nativity to the
Transatlantic soil, or long residence in the
country, may entitle their statements and
opinions to respect.. His great aim has
been authenticity, as well as that degree of
novelty in respect to subject, which may be
included in the nature of his professional
inquiries,

The following observations, and much
more, were originally conveyed in a series
of letters to a friend, who deemed them of
sufficient importance for publication, but
with whose name the Author is not at
liberty to grace his pages.

Clapham, May 1st, 1833.
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UNITED STATES.

CHAPTER 1.

REASONS FOR EMIGRATING—THE VOYAGE, AND FIRST VIEW
OF NEW YORK——IMPRESSIONS ON LANDING, AND HIGH
PRICE OF LODGINGS AND FUEL—SICENESS—MISCELLA-
NEOUS PARTICULARS, UPON DELIVERY OF LETTERS OF IN-
TRODUCTION-=REMARKS ON THE _i?!ﬂCOPAL CHURCH AND
CLERGY IN THE UNITED STATES—AMERICAN lAII‘AGI.

. AT the latter end of 1831, I left England for
America, with a view to adopting the United “ 3

States as my future country. My reasons for
taking this step were similar to those of most emi-
gfants. Dissatisfaction with the government and - o
the state of things in my own country, by which I
had, as I concluded, been hitherto kept back in
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2 UNITED STATES.,

my fortune, and disappointed in my aims, toge-
ther with a high admiration of the American Re-

- public, formed the foundation of my reasons for

emigrating.

This admiration had been conveyed to me, in
some measure, as an hereditary opinion, and was
made almost sacred by parental authority. For
many years before his death, my father had che-
rished the intention of becoming himself an Ame-
rican. Whenever, therefore, any real or fancied
evil oppressed me, my imagination and my hopes
took refuge among the free wilds and rising com-
munities of the great republic.

Educated for the churcb, but destitute of inte-
rest or patronage, I remained a mere teacher at
home, with little to encourage my ambition even in.
that laborious profession ; although, in addition to
competent classical acquirements, I had made my-
self master of several of the languages of the East,
which are but seldom studied in England. Inthe
United States, these advantages would, I anticipat-
ed, either be the means of introducing me into the
Episcopal church, or would at least enable me to
live there, in a degree of respectability which I

o V] il e T P RSL L ar
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‘"THE VOYAGE OUT.

could scarcely hope for in England. With these
views I emigrated; and my observations. will,
therefore, be more full in reference to my own
particular pursuits, than thoseé' of most travellers
who have written upon the prospects of English -
séttlers in the United States or in Canada. Cir-
cumstances, however, ultimately induced me to .
return and fix myself again in my native%nd;‘ :
and I now offer to my countrymen, with all can--
dour, and in some detail, the result of my inqui- .
ries, and the nature of my disappointments.

On the 28th of October 1831, our ship sailed
from London for Portsmeuth, at which we arrived

in three days, and in this latter place we were des

tained four days more. Setting sail again, we M
found ourselves in the wide ocean, and madeibe
usual observations which landsmen are accustomed
to make during the tedium of a voyage across the
Atlantic. Many plans I had formed for industry
on the passage, but I found Bishop Heber’s obser-

vation correct, that a man can seldom study to
much purpose at sea. Sickness first, and lassitude
after, the uncongeniality and discomfort of a sea
life ;—the w'eariness of its saménéss, ‘and the

B3
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4 UNITED STATES.

co'lisequent eagerness for amusement to excite or
divert the mind; together with eating, which in
 these circumstances is a real pleasure, and sleeping,
which is a grateful oblivion—Ileave little time or
inclination for steady application of mind. Then
+ we had the usual variety of weather, foul and
- =« fair; a competent share of storms and perils ; and
felt the customary anxiety for the termination of
our voyage. My fellow-passengers were also of
the mixed sort common on such occasions, some of
~ them being English and some Americans; and
their long conversations, and many arguments
upon the comparative advantages of the old and
new countries, served to enlighten me considerably
*.#s to what I had to expect in the trans-atlantic
rco'untry. Of these conversations I took careful
notes, and their substance I may have occasion to
allude to in the sequel, as corroborative of mv own
observations.

At length, after a voyage of seven weeks, Ame-
rican land was discovered from the mast-head, and
we soon after found ourselves approaching the
protruding wharfs of New York. It was now
about the middle of December, and the severity

-
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ARRIVAL IN NEW YORK. - 5.

of the American climate began to be sensibly felt- -
by most of us.

‘The first glimpse we had of trans-atlantic land -
was reflected from snow-clad hills. A biting frpsty -
wind also, blowing from the coast, conveyed anti-
cipations of what we might experience on shore,

During all the voyage, till three days before our
arrival, there had been no fire in the cabin; but  ~ i
the ihtensity of cold was at last so great, that fire
could no longer be dispensed with. When the
vessel had approached near enough for a signal to
be made, a gun was fired for a steam-boat to
tow us to the wharf. After one had amved
we ascended rapidly and smoothly that dehght-
ful harbour. Several picturesque islands, crowned
with batteries, appeared in different directiqns;

but as a deep covering of snow overspread the
landscape, the natural beauties of the harbour
were indistinctly visible. The vessel was soon at
the landing-place. Most of the passengers, among #
whom was myself, quitted the piace of our long
incarceration, and by one leap found ourselves at
large in the land of freedom, independence, and
equality. These mystic and magic words are there
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6 UNITED STATES.

_on every one’s tongue. I shall hereafter give my
. opinion of how they apply to this favoured land—
" a land after which my soul had panted many
years; and the government of which my imagi-
nation had painted as perfection itself.

The first business we had to attend to on land-
ing, was seeking lodgings. For two rooms, badly

furnished, three meals a-day, and water to drink, ‘

I paid twenty-one dollars a week. Myself, my
‘wife, and two children, with a servaﬁt, constituted
 the members of my family. Fire and candles cost

us four dollars a-week; and would have cost

-double that sum had we continued longer at the
“same house. Our iandlady informed us that, from

the price of fuel, she could nof supply us with

fire for less than one dollar a day. We had but
one fire-place, which, had we submitted to such
" .exaction, would have cost, in four months, nearly
£25 sterling.
We aftergardé rented unfurnished apartments,
" which allowed us to be more private than any
boarding-house in New York admits of. It was
our intention at first to take an entire house; but
on finding that one of any respectability, would

\!
\
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HIGH PRICE OF LODGINGS. -~ = 7

cost from one to two hundred pounds a year, we

contented ourselves with lodgings. For unfur-
nished lodgings, in most parts of the city, more is

demanded than for furnished lodgings in many
parts of London. It required some time to. .
arrange things .necessary for our convenience, -
which imposed more exertion and less comfort -

than we had been accustomed to.” Our servant iﬂ
the mean time left us. She had been ascertaining

the value of a dollar, and how many made a,
pound; and most probably. conceived, that she -
could obtain more elsewhere. On making inquiries . -

at the house where we had previously boarded, we
found that the mistress of it had seduced her from

us. This is so universally the practice as to be

no matter of surprise. But as the former, with
three of her family and domestics, died of cholera,
and our servant returned to England six months
before ourselves, I shall make no. further animad-
versions. -The servant appeared\be dissatisfied
with America and its people. e 5" g

K

The person, at whose house we. had taked

lodgings, was an- Englishman, a painter, w}xo,

informed me that he had lived some years in
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8 UNITED STATES.

Liverpool ; but that from the heavy weight ot
rates, titfles, and taxes, he had not been able to
gain a living. He still had a shop there, and
intended to return if the Reform Bill should pass.
He so0 often spoke with contempt and bitterness ot
kings, Unobility,‘ priests, and taxes, that it was
evident at once under what denomination he might
be classed. He was a radical, a gambler, a fre-

quenter qf Tammany Hall,* and of the lowest. -
- society. I blushed to think that such a person

and myself should have entertained similar senti.
ments on such a subject. He had gone to America

- to improve his condition, but had not found that

improvement realized. He hated, and cordially
railed at, the American people, their manners,
and the prejudices they entertained against the
English. His wife, a most worthy and industrious
woman, told us, that had her husband been indus-
trious and careful, they might have saved money,

-and been independent, but that they could, with

the same means, have been much more comfortable

- in Liverpool.

. AA place where the lower and more restless orders meet

" to discuss political and religious questions, and not a few of

whose frequenters, as [ was informed are professed Atheists.




" we consumed were double the price of what coals:

_promises are ‘slight obligations, when put into -
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HIGH PRICE’ OF FUEL. 9

After we were somewhat settled, I found time
to look-around me, and consider what was pass:
ing. It seemed to me probable, that there was
as much distress in New York, in proportion to
the population, as in London. We saw and re-
lieved several beggars in the streets of that city.
The number, also, of paupers who were relieved by
charity, was very great. I think.the excessive -
charges for house-rent and fuel must be séverely
felt by persons of slender mearis. There must be
a great want of capital anfong coal and wood-
merchants, or a total absence of proper reguh-
tions. Sufficient fuel had not been provided to
supply the regular consumption of the city; and -
its value became so enhanced in consequence, as to
be almost out of the reach of the poor. The coals

had cost in the summer. The coal-merchants had
promised, before the winter commenced, that they
would supply the people at summer prices. But

competition with interest. We paid for coal at the
rate of seventeen dollars a ton. While in Eng-
land, we thought forty shillings a chaldron a high
price ; but in New York they were twice that sum.
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As my object in going to the States was to be

professionally employed, my proper interest re-
quired that I should lose no time in gaining every
necessary information. For the sake of all in-
quirers on the same subject, I will, atsome
length, explain the prospects, which English
clergymen.in general will have before them in
thesc Stafes. Some of the gentlemen with whom
my letters of introduction brought me into con-
tact, possess considerable distinction. I wasintro-

‘duced to the Catholic and Episcopal Bishops, to

Dr. Milnor, Dr. Wainright, Dr. Hossack, some of
the professors of Columbia College, and several

_other gentlemen of all professions.

The intercourse I had with Americans was often

.confined to short calls and occasional confabula-

tions. This, perhaps,: arose from the circumstance,
that I had illness in’ my family almost all winter;

: a.nd also from the clergy, with whom I associated

more than with any other class, being much en-
gaged in sacred ministrations among the sick, the
dying, and the dead. There were, according to
the statements of some .clergymen, more sickness
and mortality in New York, and more calls on

s g B e
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SICKNESS.

their time for private visitation and prayers, than

they had ever known in any preceding winter.

There was a great mortality among all ranks, and
much sickness prevailed. I mysélf had ap attack
of quinsy. Having known previously its trouble-
some and dangerous nature, I took every means

for my recovery, and suffered the less in com-

sequence. This whole winter we suffered much
illness and-hardship.

I think the prevalence of sickness and death in
New York, arising probably from severity of

climate and extreme changeableness of weather,
" might be greatly counteracted, could skilful phy-

sicians be induced to settle there. But the de-
pressed state of professions if striking to an

Englishman, accustomed to see them in their high .
state in his own country. This arises from a want

of classification in society, a want of aristocracy,
independent of sordid interest, and consequently a

want of due encouragement of literature and
~ science. In that vast assemblage of people, there

is no ‘person able to promote the object of a

stranger, nor to take him by the hand. High

recommendations from England are a man’s

.
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12 - UNITED STATES.

greatest detriment. ‘The Americans, confident
that no respectable professional man will leave
England for their shores, unless engaged before-
hand, look upon such recommendations as English
lies, intended to impose a worthless wretch on

AT

% k their notice. This was hinted to me by several ;
£ and, among others, by the rector of one of the
‘: . principal churches in the city. ¢ Many,” said he,
’* ‘¢ come to our country with flaming pretensions ;
but Americans are not too easy to be caught by

such artifices.” Englishmen will, hereafter, know
better than to enter America in pursuit of re-
Mble employment. If they will stoop to
menial offices, these they may obtain.

S

I made several inquiries respecting professor-
ships in colleges throughout the United States,
2 and ‘was candidly informed by many persons
- capable of giving correct information, that no man,
whatever be his worth or acquirements, has much
,  chance of obtaining either collegiate or clerical
promotion there, unless he have pefsonal influence
with a majority of the electprs. . A stranger is
entirely excluded by such a system. The only
thing open to an English clergyman, in a regular




b :
S kit o

Tz 2y o TR B P P e

CLERGY OF NEW YORK. 13

way, is the employmentuof a common school-
master; or a situation far back in the country,
where an educated American will not go. An
English clergyman of great oratorical powers may
receive a call from some congregation to be their
pastor ; 'but this is mere chance, and depends
much upon the degree of his servility. He must

entirely abandon every thing like English refine- - -

ment, and submlt to things never heard of in his -

native eountry

I had no letters from England to any of the

episcopal clergy in New York, or indeed in the
States. A gentleman, to whom the king’s phy-
sician in London gave me a letter of introduction,
took me, on the morning I delivered it, to Dr.
Milnor, an episcopal minister of great celebrity.
He inquired if I had any papers with me by which
he might be satisfied of my being a clergyman.
These I had left at my lodgings; but I shewed

him letters to persons of distinction, in New York, -

Boston, Philadelphia, and Washington. After
some conversation on various subjects, he desired
me to call again with my clerical papers; promis-
ing that he would, on the following day, introduce
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14 ’ UNITED STATES.

me to their bishop, should my papers be satis-
_/ factory. Before we parted, he had recollected
that none of the letters I had shewn him were
£ addressed to clergymen, and inquired if I had
brought any such. My answer was in the negative ;

Tt e ik mbid
-

" but that the letters I had produced before him
* must be as respectable as if from clefgymen. He
? ' replied, the clergy of America will think differently.
" I then told him, that among those clergymen in
‘, England with whom I was more ihtimately ac-
‘& quainted, there was no one personally known to any
S of our profession in the States, nor indeed to aﬁy
ﬁ " respectable person settled there. He remarked,
such testimony will here be considered as indispen-
; " sable. I must mention, in justice to myself, that I
’had with me a testimonial, regularly drawn out, and
signed by three beneficed clergymen, countersigned
by the Bishop of London, in which diocese I .had

resided for the ten preceding years.

I waited on Dr. Milnor the day following ; who,
after having examined my letters of orders, and
my other papers, expressed himself satisfied that

R S

» . they were correct. ¢ Your letters of orders are
on parchment,” he said; ¢ but one person from




CLERICAL IMPOSTURES. 15
England presented to the clergy of this-place ‘3
similar documents on plain paper, and written in-
stead of being printed. Of course he was an im- ‘:
postor. He exhibited letters of correspondence
between himself and the Bishop of Chester, written : ’
in terms of gross familiarity, and not signed i
Chester, but the sirname of the person who then ’ '
filled that see. These excited the suspicions of \f
the clergy of New York, who demanded a sight 3
of his letters of orders. He exhibited them writ-
ten on plain paper. Inaddition to this, they were ;
not canonically correct; and he was desired to j
call again with them on the morrow for further
examination. He'did so; but his papers had, in ~;
the meantime, been re-written more canonically, in ;
another hand, and on English paper: they were ~
before on American paper. He was now fully de- ‘
tected, and obliged to withdraw from this city.” =
Dr. Milnor described him as of gentlemanly de- {f

portment ; and was, upon inquiry being made in ;
England respecting him, found to have been a [
teacher near Knutsford. ¢ But,” continued the | _ “
Doétor, ¢ this is not the only clerical imposture i
practised upon us. Another instance was by a

i 1 b i TR, e B ogts e WA MR i e T T



- PRt
NI )
N '*‘ ey >

e e

P

16 UNITED STATES.

person from England of a low grade, who, having
by some means gained possession of the papers
and other documents belonging to some episcopal
English clergyman, was admitted through them,
under an assumed name, to ecclesiastical employ-
ment in America. He was detected in a way
natural enough, but not very flattering to the
judgment of his auditory. He had collected
around him-a large congregation. 'One Sunday, a
person of mean condition from England entered
his church, and was surprised on finding one of
his fellow-workmen in the pulpit. He mentioned
the circumstance to those around him. This an-
nouncement, like all bad news, soon spread far and
wide, and found its way to the preacher himself,
who instantly disappeared, and was never seen
again in his former place. Hence it has arisen,
that we pay no attention to letters of orders, or
testimonials of character, be they ever so flattering,
unless they come authenticated by clergymen in
England of ‘well-known respectability. Any per-
son may produce high testimonials, forged, or
from persons of no standing; but America will
not be imposed on in any such way.”

T i i
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« Impositions like the above,” continued he, cod
¢« occasioned a regulation to be introduced into
the episcopal church of America, to preventbany
clergyman from England being admitted to a
benefice, until he should have resided twelve
months in the country.” I acknowledged that this
is a very judicious and necessary regulation; but
I also observed, that it seems hard that such as 3
arrive with every requisite testimonial, should
be debarred from the advantages of their pro- 3
fession, because others have acted improperly. ‘
“ We think otherwise,” replied he: ¢¢a three
years' testimonial is reqmred from an KEnglish
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clergyman in England itself, previous to his in-
~duction to a living, yet we admit him, upon proper
testimony, after one. Should we suppose emigra-
tion reversed, and an American clergyman to flee to
England, he is debarred altogether, whatever may
be his character, from officiating in an English
church.” ¢ You have placed the subject,” said I,
“in a striking point of view, and such as does
credit to the liberality of America. I could not
desire it otherwise with respect to myself.”

It is a curious circumstance, that an American
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18 UNITED STATES.

clergyman, or one ordairied by an American bishop,
cannot hold any preferment in England, nor a
mission in Canada ; whilst an English clergyman,
whether from this country or from Canada, can
hold one in the States after twelve month’s resi-
dence. This arises from a deep laid policy in the
American government, which has the peopling of
: _ their country for its object. Yet I mnch doubt if
5 any clergyman from England finds himself in a
better condition from such regulations in his
favour.
- Dr. Milnor, after this, accompanied me to the
house of Dr. Onderdonc, Bishop of New York.
On our way thither, he informed me that there
are in America, as in England, two church parties,
the high and the low. The late Bishop Hobert
was of the former, and rather violent in his pro-
‘ceedings; or, to use a more lenient and modified
phrase, very firm in his conduct and principles,
and determined in his opposition to such as dif-
fered from him. The present bishop, although of
the high church number, has in a great measure
disarmed party-spirit of its rancour, by being ex-

ceedingly moderate. Dr. Wainright is the leading
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minister, in New York, of the former, and Dr.
Milnor of the latter party. Both of these gentle-
men are excellent and amiable, and stand de-
servedly high in the estimation of their flocks, and
of the public in general. This proves that no
party possessesA exclusively, or is debarred from
possessing, those characteristic features of true
Christianity which consist not in particular views
of non-essentials, but in a cordial belief and sincere
practice of the doctrines and precepts of the gospel.
But it also shews, that no form of church Govern-
ment which human reason can devise, can so unite
its members and blend them together, as to render
them perfectly harmonious and unanimous.

The Bishop examined my papers, and expressed
himself pleased with them ; but on learning that
I had no letters from or to clergymen, he observed,
that it would be desirable I should write to my

clerical friends and obtain some, which might tes-

- tify that I had not quitted my country for any

impropriety, nor been on unhandsome terms with
the dignitaries of our church, and that I was a de-

cidedly religious character. This observation I-

immediately complied with, and received several
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20 UNITED STATES.

letters from England in the course of a few
months. But in the States I did not profit by
them ; not because they:vere inadequate to estab-
lish my character, but because I had, previous to
their arrival, relinquished the design of remaining
there. They had, however, sufficient weight with
the Bishop of Quebec, when I shewed them to his
lordship, to procure me a mission in Canada. -~
The Bishops of America enjoy no title as in
England, nor any civil distinction. Their church,
not being a national church, is not represented
directly or indirectly in their houses of legislation.
In other respects it much resembles the established
church of England, if we except the manner in
which ministers are paid, and the power of the
American church to reform or regulate its own
concerns. The liturgy is, as far as a difference of
government will allow, nearly the same in both
countries. The clergy of New York, and of them
only can I form an idea, having heard none else-

- where, are very efficient, and very pious. All the
" churches I entered are well attended, and the

clergy of all of them devout and earnest. I do
not wonder that those who have visited America,

-
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AMERICAN CLERCY. 21

and have compared the clergy of one country with

~o_ _/'

those of the other, should imagine some change

necessary in the established church of England.
Yet there is a dignity of manner in the Englis
clergy which those of America have not, and
a much greater extent of sound learning, which I
should be extremely sorry to see lost or di :
tinued. These remarks I have made from

but was brought about after the following manner.
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One of the members of Congress, a cleﬁ‘gyman,
was very desirous that some permanent provision
should be made for the episcopal church, \gnd was
urgent with a friend of his, a member also; to use
his endeavours to accomplish it. This friend, pro-
bably annoyed by frequent solicitations, and
being, as Americans in general are represented, a
summer’s-day friend, promised his word of honour,
that he would do something for the church. Ac-
cordingly, he mentioned this circumstance in Con-
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éress on the first opportunity, and, relating his

- promise, moved that no clergyman should thence-

forth sit in that house. The motion was carried
by a vast majority, and clergymen, with their
golden anticipations, vanished from it for ever.
This was told me by a divine of eminence.

From an introductory letter from Lady Wel-
lesley, I was privi]egéd to call on the Catholic
Bishop of New York. He is a pleasant and in-
telligent man, and has a cast of countenance very
similar to what we often find in pictures of Cardi-
nals and Popes. With this gentleman I had a
long conversation, during which he flattered me,
by saying, that I should obtain much encourage-
ment in America. He informed me that there are
upwards of thirty thousand Roman Catholics in
and about New York. A large flock, he ob’
served, and many of them very ignorant; but I
find a great deal of good feeling among them, and
a tractableness which is very gratifying. A few
months after this, when dining at the table of his
Excellency the Governor of Upper Canada, his
Excellency mentioned that he had learned from
the British Consul at New York, that there are
forty thousand Irish pcople in that city and its
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neighbourhood. It conse(iuently contains between
five and ten thousand Trish Protestants. :
The Catholic Bishop made a somewhat curious
remark, which I did not soon forget: that the
Protestants and Roman Catholics are approxi;
mating rapidly towards each other, and.that we
shall all be Catholics in the end. I replied, ““a
moderation and liberality of feeling is springing
up, and rapidly diffusing itself throughout the
world ; and it is therefore -probable that the dif-
ference between Catholics and Protestants may
gradually disappear.” Before I withdrew, he
gave me an introductory note to Dr. Wainright,
saying, ¢ that he had great respect for the é,pisco-
pal clergy,” and then dismissed me, with a warm
invitation to repeat my call, whenever I could find
an hour of leisure. I related the remark he had
made respecting thé converging of Protestants
and Catholics to a common creed, to Dr. Milnor ;
who smiled, and said, ¢ I hope all members of the
Christian family may become true members of the
Catholic faith, but not of the Roman Catholic.”
With the above introduction I waited on Dr.
Wainright, who invited me to take tea. We had

some conversation together on various subjects,
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24 UNITED STATES.

particularly Eastern literature, and the progress
it has made and is making in Europe. During
our conversation, a marriage party was announced,
and I rose up to depart. - « If,” said he, ¢ you
have any curiosity to see the ceremony performed,
you can stay.” The party was immediately in-
troduced, and the ceremony took place, without
any hesitation, in his study. It was much like
our own, only curtailed. The parties were not of
full age, but this is almost universally the case of
young people in the States at the time of marriage.
A relation of the bride, a mere boy, attended to
affirm that the parents knew of the match, and
that there was no im};ediment. After the retiring
of the party, I inquired, with some surprise, if it
were frequent for parties to be married :in the
clergyman’s house, and at night too? ¢ Yes,”
replied he, ¢ and in their own houses also, or in

any other place, by day or by night, whenever

they desire it. Any industrious man can support

a family, and that is as much as most people here
expect. There is also’ plenty of room to spread
in, without any danger of over-population. If a
family is in difficulty at one time, it can generally

make up the deficiency at another.”
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CHAPTER II.

SANSCRIT PRINTING—POVERTY OF CLERGV—INFLUENCE OF
CLERGY—CHANGES IN PROFESSIONS—EMOLUMENTS OF
CLERGY—STATE OF LEARNING~—PROSPECTS OF ENGLISH
CLERGYMEN IN THE STATES~—CHARACTER OF AMERICAN
CLERGY—METHODIST BIGOTRY.

Soox after my arrival, I called on an American ?‘
bookseller, to whom I had a letter of introduction,
and requested he would inform me if I might be ﬁ
able to get something in Sanscrit printed. He :
answered, that even Greek printing, much more
Sanscrit, of which he had never before heard 'i

mention, could with difficulty be executed ; and :

that, if 1 would even pay him for importing 4

- Sanscrit types into the States, and pay also for

warehouse room, he would not take them in.

Both they, and books in that language, would be
c
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26 UNITED STATES.

worse than useless lumber. I had similar con-
versations with other persons, confirming the
above statement; and was informed, that if I
commenced any such work in the States, from any
apparent encouragement, or from subscriptions of
professional men, I might depend upon ruining
myself. Many, I was told, are ready to subscribe
to, or encourage literature, but hang back at the
time of payment. I was also assured by some, from
their personal knowledge, that subscriptions for any
work, from which no profit could be gained, unless
advanced before hand, would never be paid. The
only method of preventing disappointment in col-
lecting subscription-money, is the getting it in

" advance. **The clergy and literary men of this

country,” said they, ¢ are notoriously poor, and
the worst payers in the world. You will find them
ready in promises and encouragements, but back-
ward in discharging them. Their salaries and
incomes are often so small, as not to enable them
to pay their bills, and many of them are frequently
years in arrears.” This statement was confirmed
by the testimony of so many, that no doubt re-
mains in my mind of its truth. A minister in
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New York had raised, a short time before our
arrival, a large collection among his hearers, to
defray the accounts of his tradesmen, which had
been accumulating for years.

Every person in business, with whom I con-
versed, described the little influence possessed by
professional men, and by the clergy in particular.
Yet, I could never perceive any reality in this
representation ; nor do the clergy themselves per-
ceive it. They imagine themselves to be, what I
believe they really are, among the best informed
and most consequential in the commonwealth.
They uniformly stated, that they possess as much
influence among the people, as is necessary to en-
sure the respectability of their order.

A person in New York, living in a most re-
spectable house of his own, and conducting a
flourishing business, advised me to change my
profession. The reason he urged was, that the cler-
gy are without wealth, or influence or respect. He
told me that, if I would transfer my capital and
talents to some other pursuit than my prdfession,
I should find that I had acted for my best interests.
He also gave me an anecdote, respecting the clergy
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28 UNITED STATES.

there, which, he thought, demonstrated their want
of influence in society. The condition of the
negro slaves in the southern States has often been
a subject of deep consideration, with the religious
portion of the community ; and their instruction,
through means of missionaries, has been attempted.
But the missionaries are, in some of the States, pro-
hibited by law from imparting information of any
kind to these degraded people; and some were
arrested for violating that law. A meeting was
convened in New York by desire of the clergy, at

" which an immense multitude of persons of dif-

ferent classes were assembled. The clergy attended
in their canonicals, and were seated on the ele-
vated front of the Town Hall. The arrangement
respecting proper speakers had not, among the
friends of negro instruction, been properly pre-
concerted ; and rone were prepared to explain the
object of the meeting. .An officer of the army,
adverse to the purposes of the clergy, rose up,
and in a short and expressive speech, addressed
the surrounding multitude. He informed them,
that since those who had intermeddled in matters
not concerning them, had nothing to offer, he would
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move a resolution that the meeting should instantly

dissolve, and that every man should return to his
home. This speech was cheered enthusiastically
by the assembled multitude, which immediately dis-
persed amidst ribaldry, and laughter.

This anecdote, whatever might be its truth, was
told me, as I perceived, to induce me to change my
profession. But it had the contrary effect, I had

known, by frequent intercourse, the estimable cha-

racter of several clergymen of New York; their
desire of discharging their sacred duties con-
scientiously ; and the salutary influence which their
labours have over a great portion of the people. A
statement like the above, kindled only feelings of
sympathy ; and I asserted immediately, that my
attachment to the sacred duties of the church was
stronger than ever. ‘

The same advice having been given me from
other quarters, I thought proper to make some
inquiries respecting it. In the course of these I
was told, that it is no unusual thing for a person

to have been schoolmaster, doctor, lawyer, cler-

gyman, and._to have been engaged also in other . -

professions ; and in the business classes of society,
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80 UNITED STATES.

to have followed almost all the circle of trades.
This is becoming less frequent than formerly.
Yet I was most credibly assured by some work-
men, that an American will frequently undertake
numbers of jobs in various trades, none of which
he has ever learned himself, and then advertise for
workmen to complete the jobs. The Amerieans
are skilful calculators; and can generally find out,
what are the probable expenses in any under-
taking. . -The workmen they employ are, for the
most part, poor Irish or English emigrants, whom .
they can hire at low wages, which must be taken
out in-shop goods. The contractor, without
having had the labour of learning these trades,
thus contrives to reap a double advantage from
them. He secures both the profits which accrue
from the jobs, and likewise a per centage from the
goods, in which the wages are paid.
“  The salaries of ministers in the States, depend-
ing generally on pew rents or on contributions,
cannot be stated as permanent. Yet there are
churches in New York, which are liberally en-
dowed. Ministers in large towns, are said to re-
ceive from two to six hundred poundé sterling a
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year; yet I have heard this amount contradicted, . = =
by persons, who asserted, that there are episcopal
ministers in New York who do not receive two

hundred, and none receive six hundred pounds. i
The salary of the bishop is stated to be about
seven hundred pounds. The salaries of country p

clergy vary from thirty to one hundred and L d
fifty pounds. If a country minister’s income be
small, his parishioners in some cases allow him to ;
keep a school in his neighbourhood. But their H
consent is necessary, since they, and not he, regu- %
late this. He is entirely at the mercy, and under -
the control of his flock. He is, in fact, their 7
creature, however desirous he may be of conceal-
ing it from himself. But still, while hé conducts
himself to their satisfaction, and is able to per-
form his clerical duties, he is in no danger of
want. I have heard of some pastors, who have
been able to save as much out of their salaries and

3%

schools, and the earnings of their wives and ¢

dren by knitting, sewing, spinning, &c. as enabled E
them to buy an estate, and build themselves a
comfortable house. When a minister has not been
able to anticipate the approach of sickness or age . 3
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by savings from his income, it must find him
wretched ; for there is no permanent fund from
which relief can be obtained, and the motto of his
country is, *“ No work no pay.”. The annals of
pauperism scarcely contain more distressing cases,
than those which poor superannuated American
ministers sometimes exhibit, if I have been vera-
ciously informed. I hope, however, such instances
are rare.. Yet no American clergyman can
look forward to support in old age, indepehdent
of what he may have laid up in the season of
activity. Parishioners in general, are either un-
able or unwilling to bear any burden. He must
prepare in youth and manhood for old age, or
else, suffer the consequences of his own impro-
vidence, with none to give him sympathy.

I was informed that in large towns, a clergyman
was seldom suffered to divide his time between
clerical and scholastic duties. The people also,
who are jealous of professional and priestly wealth,
and who imagine that the clerical character should
be that of poverty, abstinence, and self.deniél, do
not wish that even the talents of a minister should

obtain other pecuniary recompense, than what

B
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arises from his preaching, A clergyman of ac-
knowledged abilities would, in England, add
lustre to his character, by sending shining scho-
lars to our universities or public schools. Ame-
ricans view things in a different light. Shining
scholars, with them, are neither known nor wanted.
And every one there is fully persuaded, that dol-
lars shine brightest in his own purse.

From the manner in which ministers are re-
warded, it is clear to me, that America can nevér,
underher present form of government, possess a
body of divines so learned and respectable as
those in England. Science and sound learning
require more fostering aid than they yet receive in
that country. Americans possess, in an eminent
degree, talent and energy; but these are exerted,
almost exclusively, in other than sedentary studies.
Few in that part of the world are born to wealth.
The great majority are compelled to fight their
way in the best manner they are able, and pro-
fessional men among others. As the clergy de-
pend almost entirely, except in a few instances,
on pew rents, vonluntary contributions and dona-
tions, it is evident that no minister can confidently

c3

EAS

. A@Xiv'




pas

34 - UNITED STATES.

look forward to any permanent provision. And
since the remuneration of even the more respect.-.
able congregations to their pastors is barely ade-
quate to maintain respectability, none of them will
be eager to increase his qualifications beyond the
point at which they can be estimated and re-
warded. The demand for eminence in learning
must exist, before that eminence will be generally
sought. Literary distinction is not attainable,
otherwise than by great sacrifices of time, labour,
and expense. These, American clergymen have not
to bestow. Admitted at the age of twenty-one to
clerical orders ; removed from connexion with seats
of learning, before the maturityxof studies or of
judgment have been reached; frequently placed
in extensive parishes, with numerous important
duties to discharge; and living among people,
who are incompetent to estimate mental attain-
ments, or to reward them if they were; it is not
in their power, perhaps not in their aspirations, to
reach proficiency in the higher\valks of liter-
ature.

There is a clerical college establiétqi in New
York, for the reception of divinity-students in-
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tended for episcopal ordinatioh. After having
passed through the university, they there prepare
themselves peculiarly for sacred functions. This
appears a proper and judicious plan. It will
generally impart a serious tone to the candidates
for orders, and enable them to accommodate their
energies to their future destinations. This college
may bear some features of resemblance to the
clerical institution at St. Bees. Yet it cannot
stand so high in point of learning ; nor its students
so matured 'in point of experience. In England,
literature is incalculably higher than in the States.
And at St. Bees, the divinity students are gene-
rally twenty-three years of age; whereas, in
America, candidates are admitted to clerical offices,
at the age of twenty-one.

One day, when in conversation with Dr. Milnor,
he alluded to an address, published in England

by Dr. Chase, late Bishop of Ohio, enco‘!ﬁgi:ﬁ.‘“'g

English clergymen of the Established Church, to
emigrate to the United States, and promising
them a hearty welcome and a liberal support.
¢ The promise and encouragement,” said he, ¢ was
contrary to my advice; for I knew that it could
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36 UNITED STATES.

not be fulfilled, and might occasion much distress
and disappointment. The bishops of this country,”
he added, ¢ have no power whatever to appoint a
minister over any congregation. The only thing
they can do for a clergyman is to recommend
him. His nomination rests with the people who
support him.” On explaining to him the nature -
of my own views, as to teaching, and the reasons
for my abandoning a country, where patronage
and aristocratic interest were every thing, and
where heavy exactions eat up the earnings of
industry ; he smiling replied, ¢ In our country,
every man can repose under his own fig-tree and
his own vine, and can eat without molestation the
fruit of his own labowrs. But it is not every
person, who visits this country, that finds his
expections realised in it. Instances are neither
rare nor solitary, of persons coming hot from
Europe, and returning soberer than they came.”
A clergyman from Ireland, with whom I‘had a
short conversation soon after my arrival, on being
told my object, and learning that I was not imme-
diately pressed to seek employment, said, ¢¢ It is
well for you that you are not so. Look around
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deliberately, before you enter on any thing; and
if afterwards you decide upon a permanent resi-
dence, you must adopt this proverb in its literal

sense. ¢ When at Rome, act as do the Ro-
mans.””

I was repeatedly asked, if I would accept a
situation in Ohio, and as repeatedly declined such .
aplace of exilee My habits had fitted me for
other scenes, and required more domestic com-
forts than a wilderness can furnish. Besides, I
was early made acquainted with the sort of people
I was likely to find for associates in places remote
from the frontier. As I perceived that persons of
the same standing, even in New York, are not the
most amiable or liberal, I feared their manners
would not be improved, by contiguity to forests,
bears, and Indians.

During the year preceding our emigration, the
pastor of St. Thomas’in New York, was obliged
to resign, and retired with his family into the
Ohio territory. His great crime was, his being an
Englishman. He had, moreover, not been so sub-
missive to the free-born Americans as to endure

passively, various things in their conduct, which
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to him appeared unpleasant. As the purse strings’

of the clergy are generally in the hands of their
flock, they can always clothe and feed them and
their families as they please. For although, by a

canon of the Episcopal church, no minister of that

denomination is liable to be expelled by his hearers,
yet, presents and subscriptions can be withdrawn
when they please. The minister of St. Thomas’
had given some offence to a few individuals, native

Americans. The thing was canvassed among their

countrymen, and the result was, that the greater
part of his congregation withdrew their subscrip-
tions and attendance. _ The minister, finding himself
forsaken, and without resources, was obliged to re-
linquish the place of his sojourn, and to bury his
griefs and necessities in the solitudes of Ohio.
Such was the statement of an English Jady in
New York. Similar statements have been made
to me by various persons, whose narrations I
could not disbelieve, respecting several different
English clergymen, who, after years of laborious
duties, have been turned adrift by those who had
been benefiting from their instructions. My fair
informant expressed a wish that I might be so for-
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tunate as to obtain that church. But,” added
she, <if you have still a friend in England, return
again. America is a place of refuge. but to such
only as are of doubtful character, or completely
distressed. You will always be considered as
having fled your country on account of something
which had blasted your comfort at home ; and any
success or respect, however small, will be con-
sidered greater than your merits and character
deserve, or than you could have obtained in Eng-
land. I myself came thence several years ago,
allured by the flattering ;;romises of Americans,
whom 1 then considered as friends, but whom I
have since found to be heartless beyond descrip-
tion. There is no dependence to be placed upon
the promises or friendship of any person in this
country. There is not, indeed, sir,” she added,
“ therefore return to England, if you have one
friend there, and do not suffer any thing they may
tell you to induce you to accept a situation here,

if you can live elsewhere. But you know best-

your own circumstances. I would have returned
to England had I not lost every thing, and my
sons not being apprenticed, or placed in business.”
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Such were the sentiments of one who could not
possibly have a motive to mislead me; and they
are worthy the attention of clergymen, who are
friends to democracy.

During my sojdum in New York, Dr. Milnor
once granted me the use of his pulpit, and I en-
joyed the pleasure of delivering a discourse to his
highly respectable flock — the only sermon I
preached in the States. The Dr. praised my
discourse, but stated that my plain manner of de-
livery would not suit Americans, from their fond-
ness of high declamation, action, and attitude, s
different from the chaste style of the English
preaching. Effect is more aimed at in American,
than in English churches; and is, I believe, more
necessary in the dawn than in an advanced state of
society. But perhaps other causes are in opera-
tion, to require rhetorical action there more than
with us. The people are remarkably active and
restless ; and a dependent minister must use every
exertion to adapt his mode of delivery to the taste
and temperament of his hearers. Yet, I must say
I have seen it carried too far.

It is impossible for me to quit the subject,
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without giving almost unqualified praise to the
worthy and estimable character of the episcopal
clergy of New York generally. Their church
discipline and government is admirable; and is
making rapid advances, not only in that State,
but throughout all America. The episcopal church
is gaining strength there, fully equal to the spread
of knowledge, and the increase of population ;
and will ultimately be matured, in my opinion, into
a national church. Its members are adopting
every available means for rendering the ministers
of their order as competent as possible to sustain
the sacred character with becoming dignity ; and
to merit, and consequently secure, the respect and
support of every well informed and rationally

pious christian. If they have not yet attained to

that elevation of character, that dignity, and
learning, enjoyed by ministers of the established
church of England, we must remember, that they
have neither the means nor the incentives to attain
it ; that they have not British audiences to preach
to; that their church, and the society around

them, are in a state of infancy ; and that their -

mears of instruction, and the manner of impart-

I
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ing it, correspond with their institutions, and the
habits of the people. The episcopal clergy are
greatly in advance of those of all other denomi-
nations, and march in the van of learning, im-
provement, and public virtue.

Oue Sunday moming I entered s methodist
chapel, without being previously aware that it
was one. What a difference in the language and
manner of the preacher, from what I had heard
and seen elsewhere ! It reminded me forcibly of an
observation made by the Catholic bishop when I
called on him. ¢ Although,” said he, ¢ all sects
and denominations are said to be placed on an
equal footing here, yet I respect the episcopal
church more than any other. Its ministers are men
of greater learning than the rest, and the most re-
spectable citizens are included within its pale.”
The same thing occurred to my recollection, when
returning through the States from Canada. A
methodist printer, who had struck off some hun-
dred copies of a portion of Watts’ hymns, and
who was wandering up and down to vend them;
on learning that he was in company with an

episcopal minister, coarsely asserted that our
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church was the devil’s house, and that the wise
and prudent, the mighty, the learned, and the
wealthy, everywhere belong to it. ¢ How surpris-
ing,” continued he, it is, to find that the best
informed and the wealthiest are the devil’s ows -
children, and belong to his house !” Ignorance
and illiberality are generally found to go hand in
hand. :

The congregations of ministers are generally the
best criterion of their pastor’s worth. All the
churches I had an opportunity of entering, while
in New York, and they were not few, were nu-
merously and respectably attended. The devout
behaviour of episcopal congregations could not be
exceeded by that of any congregation of any church
in London. If I were asked whether, in the churches
I attended, a greater number of males or females -
were present, I should feel great hesitation in
deciding.

Those only who have travelled to a distance,
can conceive how gratifying it is to an English
clergyman, properly imbued with the spirit of
his calling, to find, in places so far from his for-
mer home, and even in another hemisphere, not
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only the same language spoken, but the very cus-
toms of his native country imitated and adopted,
as far as a change of circumstances and a diver-

sity of governments will allow. Here he finds

the same prayers, the same ceremonies, the same
version of psalms and tunes in psalmody, the
same decent solemnities of worship, the same sort
of discourses, as in our churches, with but a
slight and immaterial alteration, and that altera-
tion generally for the better. Our Saviour’s
words force themselves strongly on our recollec-
tion, on going into an American church, after
arrival from England: ¢ Other sheep I have
which are not of this fold. Them also I must
bring, and they will hear my voice; and there
shall be one fold, and one shepherd.”

Having found that I could not be the appointed
minister of any episcopal church in America, before
the expiration of twelve months, I deemed it most
adviseable to make inquiries respecting the other
branch of my professional life—school-teaching.
T had long been engaged laboriously in education;
and from protracted and arduous pursuits of
learning, had believed myself well ‘qualiﬁed for
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a teacher My introductions also, several. of
which were to professors of colleges, would con-
firm the respectability of my character. The re-
sult of my inquiries in thiszgarticular I shall now
proceed to detail. '
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CHAPTER IIIL

REASONS FOR ABANDONING THE IDEA OF TEACHING THE
EASTERN LANGUAGES IN THE UNITED S8TATES—DAY-
SCHOOLS—INSUBORDINATION OF PUPILS—ANECDOTE OF
THE BLIND TEACHER—OF AN IRISH CLASSICAL TEACHER
=——SAD TALE OF A VILLAGE SCHOOLMASTER—AMERICAN
INSENSIBILITY—FARTHER OPINIONS CONGERNING AME-
RICAN SCHOOLS.

WaEN I had held two or three conversations
with a gentleman, to whom I had a letter of in-
troduction from London, with reference to my
plan of teaéhing, particularly the languages of
the East; he told me that, in his opinion, my
best measure would be to go back to England.
« The Americans do not yet want any thing with

. the East Indies. They are not colonizing other




PEPRAR e Fas R L PRI A o T2 SRR S
- IR S E  STL AT P S, ZOMASULRLL
R T K W sl S ' [

STATE OF LEARNING. 4

countries, but peopling their own ; and have more :
need of being taught how to handle the axe or the oA
spade, than how to read Hindoostanee. Had you
been a strong active hardy ploughman, you might S B
have been worth encouragement, but as it is, I can
give you none.” What this gentleman and his ;:
family told me, I found to be perfectly correct.
The attempt would be useless and absurd to per- 3
suade a people, in love with money, and with
themselves ; doating upon their own perfections,
and their superiority over all the nations of the
earth in learning, -arts, and arms; and despising, ;

or pretending to despise, the English most heartily,
that an individual from Great Britain had arrived
in their country to teach them languages they

do not know. It would be equally useless, to
attempt inducing them to pay for information,
which they could not at once convert to purposes
of gain. A little further inquiry among those,

with whom my letters and introductions brought %
me in contact, soon induced me to abandon the
intention of opening a school for instruction in
Eastern languages. Dr. Milnor himself thought Y
the attempt could be only futile and followed by

sty iy
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diséppointment. He imagined, however, that an-
other kind of school might be opened, which

~would be more likely to succeed. A day-school,

with liberal terms, he said, might answer my ex-
pectations. ' ‘

" As the same thing had been suggested by other
gentlemen of some consideration, it became wor-
thy the attention of one, circumstanced like my-
self, to investigate more closely the character of
day-schools in gene;al, and the mode of conduct-
ing them. I soon found, that a common school-
masfer, in that country, is not regarded with much
respect ; and that education, in such schools, is on

a contracted scale. It is true, that high claims

to skill are advanced by teachers, and parents are
flattered with reports that their sons are in such
and such classes, and have studied such and such
books. o

The hours of attendance in day-schools are about
five and a half each day, for four days, and four
for the remaining two days of the week. In some
seminaries, there are sixty or eighty pupils taught
by one, or at the most, by two masters. Such
schools, generally close at three in the afternoon.

/
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Here insubordination prevails to a degree subver-
~sive of all improvement. The pupils are entirely
independent of their teacher. No correction, no
coercion, no manner of restraint is permitted to be
used.. It must be seen, from this picture, that
general education is at a low ebb, even in New

York. Indeed, all who know any thing of teach-

ing, will see at once the impossibility of conveying
extensive knowledge, in so few hours per day, and
,upon such a system. Parents also have as little
control over their offspring at home, as the mas-
ter has at school ; and the leisure hours of idle
boys are, in all countries perhaps, alike unproduc-
tive of improvement.

Two or three anecdotes were related, to convey
to me an idea of American schools. The best
teacher whom the United States could ever boast
of was a blind athletic old man, who was so well
acquainted with the books he taught, as to detect
immediately the slightest incorrectness of his scho-
lars. He was also a great disciplinarian; and,
though blind, could, from constant practice, in-
flict the most painful and effective chastisements.
From the energetic mental and bodily powers of
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this teacher, his pupils became distinguished in
the colleges and universities of America. They
were generally, at their admission into public se-
minaries, so far in advance of other students, that,
from the absence of inducements to steady appli-
cation, they there, for the first time, contracted
habits of idleness. They also became less obe-
“dient and subordinate to collegiate regulations
than the other scholars, when the hand of -correc-
tion, of which they formerly had tasted, was no
longer extended over them. Thus, a two-fold evil
was produced by the discipline and skill of this
blind teacher. Since that time, corporal punish-
ment has almost disappeared from American day-
schools; and a teacher, who should now have re-
course to such means of enforcing' instruction,
would meet with reprehension from the parents, and
perhaps retaliation from his scholars.

My inquiries, when this statement was made to
me, were naturally directed to the real means of
which a teacher might be allowed to avail himself,
in order to inculcate his instructions on the more
inattentive of his pupils.

¢« He must,” replied a gentleman, ¢ put up
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with their behaviour, but by no means punish
them ; and should his patience be exhausted, he
must then acquaint the parents with their conduct.
Allow me,” continued he, ¢ to mention to you a
circumstance which occurred under my immediate
observation :—A school-master was appointed to a
parish or district school, over which I had some
influence. A rumour was circulated that he made
use of chastisement, and an investigation took
place. The report was confirmed by a public ex-
amination ; and .a notice was, in consequence, con-
veyed to him, that he must relinquish either his
rod or his school. His answer imported that the
latter, if either, would be abandoned. I entered
one day whilst he was employed in attending to
some lessons with which his scholars were engaged.
He was, himself, rather an odd-looking person,
and his visage frequently assumed involuntary
contortions and grimaces, when his mind was
ruffled or agitated. I observed a little boy, who
was very deaf, amusing himself with laughing at
the grotesque figure and odd contortions of his

master. The teacher observed this act of impro- .

priety, and after reprimanding the little fellow for
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- meglect of his books, threatened to punish him in

case of repetition of the offence. The master, on
observing that what he had said produced no
effect, forgetting the deafness of his pupil, inflicted
on him immediate punishment. I felt indignant
at this conduct, and, after sharply rebuking him
before his boys, convened a meeting of the trustees,
of whom I was one, and had him summarily dis-
missed.”

I inquired what course a schoolmaster must
pursue if any of his scholars should turn out ob-
stinate and refractory, or if he have one more in-
tractable than the rest. Is the master still obliged
to tolerate patiently the most insubordinate con-

“dbet ?

¢ He should expel the offender,” was the reply.
¢ In a college of ours, there was a student noto-
riously offensive and ungovernable. On one occa-
sion, his instructor having observed something im-
proper in his conduct, deemed him worthy of
reprehension, and summoned him to his desk.
The young man, suddenly extending his hand to
the watch-chain of his teacher, jerked his gold
time-piece out of the pocket, and dashed it instant- -
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ly on the desk. A meeting of the trustees and
members was convened, and the young man was
dismissed.” . '

In a country like America, where there is no-
thing in the patronage of colleges, and where ex-
pulsion from a public institution entails no dis-
grace, nor disqualifies for any kind of business or
pursuit, it appeared to me improbable that much
attention to instruction could be secured. I there-
fore asked if such a system of education could lead
to eminent acquirements ?

“ In our country,” he replied, ¢ education is
generally completed at the age of sixteen or seven-
teen, even in colleges and universities. Young
men enter at that age and sometimes earlier, into
business or professions. The clerical profession
must be excepted. Learning, to a great extent, is
not required for store-keepers and merchants’
clerks. Yet the students in our colleges are gene-
rally acquainted with the rudiments of Greek and
Latin ; also with common arithmetic, and the usual
course of mathematics. This is sufficient to enable
them to comprehend any allusions which occur in

reading or conversation. And a foundation being
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once laid, it is in their power, if choice induce, or
opportunity allow them, to prosecute any branch
as far as they please.”

““But yet,”said I, resuming thesubject of common
schools, ¢¢if schoolmasters are allowed no coercive
influence over their scholars, is it not a difficult
matter to meet with respectable persons willing
and able to undertake a task so laborious and un-
grateful 7>

¢ There are always found,” he replied, ¢ some
respectable young men, who, intended for other
professions, are willing to devote two or three
years to a parish or district school, in order to im-
prove themselves, and save a little money to help
them forward. And even others, on leaving the
university, frequently begin their career by con-
ducting an inferior school. These, becoming
noted, by degrees, for their good conduct and.
steady application, rise from ome station to
another, till at last they fill a professor’s chair in
some college or university.” -

« It appears then,” said I, ¢ that common
schools in the States are regarded as very subordi-

nate situations ; and are not of sufficient import-
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ance, to secure the continued residence of a really
respectable person. There must either be teachers
of doubtful character and qualifications, or a con-
tinual fluctuation, in your district schools.”
~ He assented to the correctness of these remarks ;
and then proceeded in the following narration : —
¢t There are always found persons both qualified
and willing to conduct such schools, notwithstand-
ing their subordinate situation, and also the small-
ness of salaries annexed to them. The following
anecdote will convince yon,” he continued, ¢¢ that
we are at no loss for teachers. Sometime ago, a
gentleman came over from Ireland, with high and
- satisfactory testimonials, desirous of obtaining a
professorship in some of our schools or colleges.
He applied to several gentlemen in the States;
and to me, among others. I was very desirous of
promoting his object, and recommended him to
the trustees of several colleges and schools, one
after another,l yet he could never succeed. His
failure did not arise, in the least degree, from
deficiency of talents or of character; but merely
because he was a stranger, and was opposed by
many candidates, who had greater personal in-
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terest than himself. Disheartened, at last, by
frequent disappointments, and reduced in his cir-
cumstances, he supplicated me to use my utmost
exertions in his behalf. There happened soon
after to be a school on Long Island vacant, and 1.
had sufficient influence with the electors to procure
his nomination. The stipend, indeed, was rather
small, but was enough to furnish a subsistence.
This Irish gentleman, after filling the situation for
some time, fell sick, and grew desirous of returning
to his native country, and to his relatives, from
whom, during his American sojourn, he had heard
no account. He had been unable to save any
thing, or, to speak more correctly, was in debt.
How to return, he did not know; and in this
forlorn condition, he again applied to my benevo-
lence. I made his condition known to some
friends of mine, who subscribed a few dollars, and
procured him a passage to Ireland. He promised

to write to me, on reaching his native country ;

but his gratitude evaporated, and I heard of him

no more.”
The foregoing anecdote was related to me by a
person of conspicuous standing in New York, and

-,
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the truth of it is unquestionable. A story, in
some respects similar, but with a tragical and
melancholy ending, was told, to dissuade me
from emigrating far back, or accepting any office
in America out of the Atlantic States. The
person who related it, was possessed of elegant
manners, and from England.

A person from England, with every character-
istic of a gentleman, who had moved in better
circles, solicited the place of school-master in a
country village, and was successful. The emolu-
ments arising from his teaching were barely ade-
quate to the supply of indispensable necessaries,
and left him without any of those little comforts
which sweeten civilized life. The boors and store-
keepers of the village, unaccustomed to such a'
schoolmaster, observed, indeed, the propriety of his
conduct, and his sad and silent mien; but took no
interest in him, beyond the education of their
children, and the exercise of a prying curiosity,
which he was unwilling, and all others were unable
to gratify, by any information or disclosure. He
entered into none of their parties, partook of
nothing cheerful, nor joined in any pastimes.V He

p3
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-. found, in the contracted souls around him, no
kindred spiri‘t with his own ; none, with whom to
interchange ideas, or communicate his griefs. His
mind had, consequently, no intervals of social
relaxation ; and his bodily wants were but scantily
supplied. His nigh{.-sf were spent in a wretched
apartment, and on a bed of straw ; and his days,
in educating those, who were strangers to the
feelings of civilized life, and whose earthly exist-
ence would be bounded by rustic toils, or sordid
calculations. This situation he filled for some
time, with increasing sadness, but without a
murmur or complaint. At last, his strer;gth
became completely exhausted ; and, unable longer
to attend his school, he was confined to a solitary
room. Too poor to hire attendance, he prepared
his own food, and lived by hifaself. Some of the
neighbours, not having seen or heard of him for a
longer time than usual, entered his lonely abode,
and found his lifeless body stretched upon the
straw, where, bereft of every earthly comfort, he
had sickened, without a hand to aid him, and died
in absolute solitude. His pockets and apartments
were ransacked, to discover his real name, and the
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place of his nativity ; but every inquiry .was
useless. An impenetrable secrecy rested upon his
birth and misfortunes; and his remains were
deposited by strangers in unconsecrated ground,
without a sigh of sympathy, or even common
Christian burial.

¢ The Americans,” continued my informant,
‘ are, in general, strangers to the finer feelings ;
and take pleasure in° humbling those whose
manners differ from their own.  If you retire back
from' the larger cities, which have received a
tincture from European residents, you will have
ample opportunities of realising this tale, in
almost every particolar. Your family, indeed,
will keep you from utter solitude; but if your
" children mix at all with those around them, their
conduct towards yourself will be so contaminated
with republican principles, as will become a source
of hourly vexation. Such places are fitted only
for the rudest people, and offer no correspondence
with minds in the least refined by good society, or
humanized by literature.”

In conversation with an. American clergyman, I

once expressed myself thus :—¢ It appears strange
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to me, that so many should be found willing to
engage in school-teaching, which, even here, must
require expensive qualifications, and which, not-
withstanding, is so little respected, and so badly
paid.” ¢ The expensive preparation, of which you
speak,” he replied, ¢ is generally defrayed by the
public; and the respect is perhaps greater than
you have been led to imagine, although not equal
to what a clergyman or a lawyer receives. A
schoolmaster’s character is less obtrusive or con-
spicuous, than that of other professions : but he is
not, on that account, less respected. His standing
in society is equal to respectable traders, and
persons in the minor professions. But perhaps it
may afford you some insight into this subject,
when I tell you, that in the New England States
alone, there are between one and two millions of
dollars, of public funds, annually expended, in
affording education to the children of those, who
could not otherwise obtain it. The sons of these
_people, after having obtained a grammatical, and,
in inany instances, a collegiate education, go abroad
into the world without a dollar, to fight their way.
No school or college affords an opening, which
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cannot instantly be supplied. And a small salary !'t;‘

is perhaps as much as they could obtain by labour, 1

or in business. Besides, in point of respectability,
a school possesses some advantages ; and may lead
to higher degrees of advancement, if filled by
merit.” To this I merely ohserved, ¢ that I never
before felt so strongly the force of Alexander’s
- reply, when asked if he could contend at the .
Olympic games.” ¢ I could readily contend,” he ?
answered, ¢ if kings were my competitors,” <« If
clergymen of eminence in learning were frequently
so engaged, I could open a day-sghool in your
country. Butat present, I will content myself
with pushing my inquiries,” #4¢ You had better,” -
said he, ¢ consult other teachers.” i}
In one of my interviews with Dr. Wainright, he
advised me to open a school in New York, and to
charge the follo,pwing terms; ten dollars per quarter
for boys under ten years; fifteen for those above 3
+ that age, and twenty for such as‘ might read the
higher classics. These, although- not the highest
terms, are considered respectable. He supposed I
might soon have a school of fifty or sixty scholars.

The terms above mentioned are two, three, and
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i four pounds sterling, per quarter, respectively. It
would be 'difﬁcuI.t to raise a day-school in England
with higher terms and greater nuibers ; especially
when we take this into consideration, that the
higher classics in America would be lower classics

~in this country. Perhaps a person would imagine
that a considerable saving might be made from
such a school. Yet I believe most people, engaged
in schools, in New York, relate a different tale.
They deduct house rent, which is nearly double of

; what it is with us; and clothes, which are fifty

per cent. higher ; and fuel, which is also higher.

They then remember, that sickness is more preva-

lent, and that medicines are more expensive. After

years of experience, they learn the fact, that a few
hundred dollars go but a little way in house-
keeping. . ’

When I delivered ap introductory letter to Dr.
Moore, of Columbia College, he recommended me
: to take a house immediately, and receive pupils;
" for, by expressly preparing them for the college,
; or for professions, I might have a large and re-
b spectable school. ‘We had once thought of taking

an entire house ; but when we made inquiries, and

e
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found house-rents excessive, we contented ourselves
with lodgings. We determined, ultimately, not
to embarrass or distract ourselves with any engage-
ments, till the arrival of Spring ; when, as we were
universally informed, all houses are to let, and all
people are migratory ; when the rivers and canals
are open, and .trade fevives; and when our own
prospects, now overcast by contradictory state-
ments, doubts, and indecision, might brighten up,
and be relumed and renovated into vernal promise.
I continued, therefore, to be arranging my San-
scrit work ; and to keel;ui‘ﬂy ears and conviction
open to every source of intelliéence from every

quarter
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CHAPTER 1V.

B8TORY OF A STRANGER AND HIS TRAVELS—OF HIS BOOK,
AND HIS TEACHING EXPERIENCE-—CASE OF A YOUNG@G
S8CHOOLMASTER FROM ENGLAND—HIS BANGUINE HOPES
AND HIS DISAPPOINTMENTS—THE NEW YORK PROPRI-
ETORY SCHOOL—LOW STATE OF GREEK TEACHING IN
NEW YORK—DISTASTE FOR IMPROVEMENTS IN THR
UNITED STATES, THAT DO NOT PROMISE IMMEDIATE RE-
TURN IN MONEY—DETERMINATION TO PROCEED TO
BOSTON.

ON~E winter evening, when seated by the fire, a
book from some stranger was brought up for our
mspectlon, accompamed by a request from its
owner, that we would allow him to be introduced.
The request was complied with. He entered im-
mediately, and soon found himself at home by our
fire-side.-

¢ The book wh'i.ch preceded me, said the stran-

ger,” was ¢ written by my uncle, aperéon of some
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eminence as a literary man; and a physician. I
myself received a commercial education, and was
placed in a house of great note in London. When
I became my own master, I possessed thirteen hun-

dred pounds sterling; and having heard much -

in praise of America, I formed the design of
adopting it for my home. I had no sooner landed
in this country, than the report was circulated, that
a wealthy Englishman had made his appearance ;
and I was not long unsought. Being young and
inexperienced, I was easily prevailed on to enter
into various .schemes of business, which required,
indeed ready money, but which promised abundant
and speedy profits. I need not occupy much time
in telling you , that no scheme succeeded with me.
I was completely cheated and plundered ; and in
less than two years, was without a dollar in the
world. Inmy reduced situation, I could not dig,
and to beg I was ashamed. I therefore determined
to retire from the scene of my disgrace and ruin,
and to go up into Canada to try my fortune. That
extensive region I travelled on foot, with the inten-
tion of choosing some favourable place, in which,
""to commience schoolmaster. After having rambled
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s

up and down in it from one end,to the other, and
having found no resting place, I relinquished the
British territories once more, and turned my at-
tention to the States. To return destitute to Eng-
land, was a step, which my pride, still unhumbled
and unsubdued, would not allow me to take. I
had, whilst living among Americans, frequently
remarked, how exceedingly defective their educa-
tion is, when contrasted with that of Europeans;
and was eager to convert this cifcumstance to an
honourable source of profit. I therefore began to
collect materials for a book, which I intended to
publish as a school-book ; but, from being desti-
tute of the pecuniary means, I had no other alter-
native left than to publish by subscription. I
therefore turned pedestrian once more; and tra-
velled up and down over all the States, as I had
" before done over Canada. I canvassed every place,
in which as many people could be collected as
would form a school. I sought all possible pub-
licity. Wherever 1 went, I made it my business
to seek out the principal persons of the neighbour-
hood. I explained to them the imperfections of

their own system of education, and the necessity
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incumbent upon them of procuring a better. I
then recommended them to give impartial encou-
ragement to one from England ; and proposed my
own. Inevery village I entered, I followed the
same plan ; and then solicited subscriptions to mny
book. The thing suceeeded beyond my utmost
wishes, or most sanguine expectations. I told every
person, whose subscription I requested, that my
book should not be printed, until ten thousand
copies were subscribed for, and I had security for
the payment. Before the expiration of two years
the greater part of which time had been spent in
perambulating the States, I had obtained twenty -
five thousand subscriptions ; with security for the
payment, as soon as the book should be delivered.
“You will very naturally wonder, how a poor
man, without a single dollar, contrived to feed and
clothe himself (and let me tell you I lived and
dressed sumptuously) during almost two yéars;
_ without expense to himself, or any inconvenience.
Wherever I entered, I followed the Scripture

precept, ¢ Peace be to thishouse.” I had become

so completely divested, not only of English money,
but of English feeling also, that I might be con-
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sidered as Yankeefied altogether. I had discovered
that a foreigner cannot affront an American more,
than by telling any truth which offends his preju-
dices. I therefore talked as they talked. I ran
down the English, I praised Americans to the
skies; I assured them that nothing was wanting
to render them the wisest and happiest upon earth,

-but a tmore perfect system of instruction ; which I

myself was qualified to impart. I thus enlisted
their prejudices on my side ; and that is every
thing with Americans. They took me by the hand
wherever I went. They invited me into their

e
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houses. They caressed and honoured me. When -

I was hungry they fed me ; and when thirsty, they
gave me drink. When I was naked, they clothed
me ; and sheltered me in their houses whenever
I sought -their hospitality. By these means,
I contrived to pass almost two years; and
with improved health, strength, and spirits; with
a perfect knowledge of America and its people,

their propensities, failings and prejudices, I re-

turned to New York, and published my book.
The profits of its sale realized for me six hundred
pounds, and also gained me reputation. I might
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almost say, that this was diampnd cut diamond. It
brought back nearly half tke money of which I
had been previously deprived. Furthermore, it
procured me a prosperous school, and an Ameri-
can lady for my wife. My scholars have been re.
gularly increasing, since I first commenced, which
is six years ago, and I have now seventy pupils.

*¢ I'suppose you save,” said I, < several hundreds
of pounds every year, by your profession.”

““ You must not suppose,” he replied, < that it is
all gold which glitters. I do not save one hundred -
yearly. Indeed, to speak the truth, this is the
first year, in which my riches have increased by
teaching. House rent is very high; and I am
obliged to rent two rooms, one for boys, and an-
other for girls.” .

““Have you a mixed school of boys and girls #” |
inquired. ¢« Yes,” replied he; ¢ and two rooms for
them ; or, more properly speaking,‘ one large
room, which I have made into two, by suspending
a curtain across the middle of it. I have been at
a great expense in fitting up my school with forms
and tables, so that hitherte my savings have been
trifling. I now have hopes, that the up-hill part
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of my life is already past; and look forward to
the future with brightening expectations.”

¢ But how is it,” observed I, ¢ that nothing is
saved, from so large a school ?”

<« have told you, he replied,” that house-rent is
excessive. My expenses, also, in fitting up, have
been great. And besides all this, no pefson in
Anmerica, in any kind of business, expects to obtain
all his dues. Many parénts never pay at all; and
the bills of others I am often obliged to take out
in shop goods, with perhaps some addition to ready
money prices laid on them. In short, I get paid
as I can. But I do not complain of this ; for my
success, in this respect, equals that of most people.
But there is one very remarkable circumstance,
which befalls all English people who settle here.
I do not recollect a single instance, of any English-
man succeeding in the States, who had not first been
freed from all his English money. There is a
kind of pride about persons from ¢ the old country,”
which prevents th%ir stooping to the practices of
this, till compelled to do so by absolute want.
When they have found, that either compliance, or

starvation, is the consequence, they prefer the less
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of two evils, and turn Americans in self defence B
And indecd we often find them lending their en-
deavours, in their turn, to assist such as come with
money in their pockets, to become Americans as :
soon as possible.”
With this intelligent teacher I had a long con- ‘
versation ; which ended in convincing me, that a
common school would never serve my purpose.
He confirmed every thing I had heard, respecting
the insubordination of children in America, and
the impossibility of instructing them in any thing, '~
to which their own inclinations were adverse. His B
experience led him to believe, that every family is
a republic. The children are independent of pa-
rental control, and the helps are independent of .
their employers. But yet he had become recon-
ciled to American manners. and looked forward
to comfort in his family. To save much, he
believed, was impossible. 4
“ Do you find the life of a school master very
laborious ?™ I asked. ’

¢ A teacher,” he replied, ¢ is not, in America, so
great a slave as in England. We begin our la-
"Dbours at nine in the morning, and end them at
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three in the afternoon ; after which hour, the busi-:
ness of the day is over. We have no trouble with.
‘the boys, out of school hours; so that we are
better paid, perhaps, for our time and exertions,
than persons of the same profession in England.”

«“ Do you find,” said I, ¢ that the boys make

much progress, by having so much leisure time 7"
3 pleases the parents,” he said, ¢ and it pleases
the scholars; and you .must know, that where
this can be accomplished, the battle is won. In-
deed, it is more to the interest of a master, to keep
on good terms with the boys, than with their
parents ; for, instances are not few, in which boys
have left one master, and gone to another, without
consulting their natural guardians. A boy, in
this country, who has acted in this manner, when

_ the thing comes to his parents ears, will generally
carry his point, and compel them to sanction his
choice. All children in New York are taught to
read, and write, and keep accounts. This is all
that is !'lbsolutely necessary. And even those who
go to Columbia college, or whg/receive the best
education, are not instructed like boys in England.
But education is perceptibly improving.

P
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< 'Will you do me the favour,” said I, * to allow
me the sight of your book?” for a strong desire had
entered my m}nd, of iﬁspecting that wonderful
volume, which had performed the double purpose,
of replenishinghhis coffers with money, and filling
the minds of Americans with useful knowledge.”

‘1 have not brought a copy with me,” was the
answer. ‘‘ But I shall be very happy, if you will
do me the pleasure of calling at my house. Here
is the list of uiy terms, and of the classes of my
school. It will also direct you to both my school
J apd residence. 'When you call, I will present you
with a copy of my book. It is a pdor performance;
but the sight of it mayafford you some amusement.”
He then wished me a good night; and I never
had an opportunity to call on him, or to speak
with him again. .

This little adventure was not without some use-
ful effects. It afforded me an insight into Ameri-
can teaching, and the modes of being remunerated
for the same. It also exemplified the necessity,

under which every emigrant must find himself,

of bending to the prejudices, and flattering the

vanity, of the American public, if he have any
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well directed prospects of success. It moreover
showed me, what I had antecedently learnéd from
many other sources, that an honourable English-
man has no business in the States, except as an eye

and ear-witness; and can only arrive at a know-

ledge of the real nature of things there, by mixing

in some measure with all classes of society, and
comparing their statements with each other. The
school-master, of whom T have been speaking,
possessed evidently considerable talent ; and was,
I am sure, a worthy and useful man. There was
about him something so lively and interesting, that
my feelings were entirely engrossed in his descrip-
tions ; and when, on departing, he called his book
a poor performance, his modesty brought to my
recollection an anecdote related to me by a gentle-
man who called on Mr. Abernethy to consult
him. - .

¢ Mr. Abernethy,” said he, addressing the

_eccentric philosopher ¢ being from Scotland, and

feeling honoured in so illustrious a countryman, I
have paid myself the compliment of calling on
you, to avail myself of your skill.” ¢ Sir,” replied

the surgeon, ‘‘some people are pleased to esteem me
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skilful ; but yet I assure you, that I am no great
proficient after all.” His prescription, however,
proved invaluable; and this, contrasted with his
modesty, forms the moral of the anecdote.

A young man, with whom T had been well ac-
quainted in England, arrived in New York a few
weeks after us. He had been employed in Eng-
land as teacher, first in a highly respectable school
belonging to another person, and afterwards in an
establishment of his own. He accepted a similar
situation in New York ; and an adventure which
befel him will illustrate my statements.

An elderly person in the city, who had long
conducted .a day school, had received intelligence
of some property bequeathed to him in England ;
and became desirous, in consequence of this addi-
tion to his income, of meeting with some one, to
whom he could,—for twelve months at least, and
perhaps finally,—intrust his pupils. My friend
received, through some channel, timely intimation
of this matter, and lost no time in attending on the
schoolmaster. He was approved of ; and entered
almost immediately on his duties. He called at

our apartments the following day, and announced
E 2
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his good fortune.** He had at last,” he said, ¢ been
favoured with genial zephyrs and prosperous gales ;
and had reached the mooring ground, where he de-
sired. to anchor. He loved America. He loved
its people. Their kindness to him was unbounded.
He had never before witnessed so great civility,
nor met with such’encouragement.” In short, he
seemed to be transported from his wonted feelings,
as far as he was from his native country, and to be
in raptures with his prospects. How gay and
charming, thought I,.is the fickle goddess, when
she displays before us her glittering pinions ! I
' congratulated him sincerely on his flattering pros-
pects, and expressed my wish, that his anticipa-
tions might be fully realized.

A few days after, he called again, with unabated
expectations. He had obtained employment,
which he conceived would yield him a handsome
income; and he found his school was increasing.
His predecessor still attended, for the purpose of
establishing him in the gotd graces of his pupils;
whom he found, indeed, very noisy; but this he
conceived to arise from the circumstance of their
seeing two masters instead of one, and that the
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noise would gradually subside.’ « My predecessor,”
he observed, ¢ has plainly told me, that his scholars
are so tractable and well behaved, as to need nn
correction. And I certainly believe him; al-
though I confess I have never before witnessed
~ such procedings in a school. ¢“However,” continued

he, ““I am credibly informed, that Americans have o

-a law, which forbids the correction of horses; and
that the horses themselves are sensible of this; and
evince their acknowledgments, by performing as
much labour, and being as obedient, as any horses
in any part of the world. And from what I see
of the Ameﬁcans, I believe them to be as sensible,
and as well behaved, as their horses. I have no

doubt, 'therefore, of finding scholars here Qb more

without, than in other countries with, thechastise-

ment of stripes.” < You enter on the performance of

your duties,” said I, * with high opinions of your
pupils. May your present sentiments be fully
Justified. Go on and prosper.”

I have not, -yet,” resumed he, * told you all
my errand. There is a school vacant on Long
Island ; and also one in New York, the master of ,
which is enfeebled by illness, and wishes to resign.




T

e

78 ‘ UNITED STATES.
|

Either of ds‘lese,. it is my opinion, you might ob-
" tain on application.” '

¢I shall take great interest,” said I, ¢in
watching the progress of your school, and the
confirmation of your fortunes; and if these prove
satisfactory, I may afterwards apply.” ,
A few days after this, he paid us another visit ;
but with altered looks, and less of sprightliness
than before. << How now ?” said I, ¢ what is the
reason of this alteration in your conduct ? What
has befallen you?” ¢ T regret,” said he, ¢ that
I ever engaged in the schoel. I have been
obliged to expel eight of my scholars. The
noise and uproar of my school had been in-
creasing “every day, till at last it reached so
high a pitch, that neither I nor my pupils could
be distinctly heard. I repriinanded such as ap-
peared most riotous, but some of them told me
they would not be restrained by any English
. tyrant; so I visited- one of them with a stroke.
Hereupon, the whole school became a scene of
anarchy. I was pelted on all sides, with books,
and slates, and_copies, and obliged to leave my
seat. All the- scholars pressed on, and endea-
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voured to strike or kick me. I was compelled to
take refuge behind a pillar, against which I placed
my back, and protected myself in front, by a chair.
Such as approached near enough I knocked down,
and kept the whole rabble of them at bay. At
last, snatching a piece of wood out of the hands of
the oldest, I put my pupils on the defensive ; and
- when I had completely subdued every appearance
of resistance, I turned the ringleaders out of doors.
Every symptom of insubordination has vanished ;
but jyou cannot conceive how much mortification
I have experienced.” I can conceive,” I replied,
““very well, the trouble you have undergone ; but
I advise you to adopt no sudden or inconsiderate
measure. It is scarcely three weeks since you
were exceedingly elated by flattering prospects,
and now you seem as greatly depreséed by reverse
and of fortune. Perhaps the storm will blow
over.”

My friend continued to conduct the school ; and
as I was desirous of seeing it, he gave me an in-
vitation. 'What was my surprise, to find no boy
above the age of nine or ten years! These, some
of them not above six years old, had but a little
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time before threatened annihilation to his autho-
rity. What brave people these young Americans
may become, it is difficult to predict; for they
are certainly courageous. Their progress in studies
would, I think, be accelerated by discipline ; for
they were under no proper restraint, and were
playing on the tables. Py

I had now no further need of debating, in my
own mind, the propriety of a day-school in Ame-
rica. If any English teacher doubts the literal
correctness of my statements, or still imagines he
would like the country, the field is open before
hir ;—let him go and examine for himself.

Dr. Milnor once informed me that a proprietory
school had been established in the city of New
York, which, after a trial of two years, was aban-
doned. There was no unanimity ’among those
concerned ; and as it offered no advantages above
what might be gained at Columbia College, nor
any saving to parents, its utility was questioned.
< But,” continued he, ¢ there is in contemplation
the establishment of an university, in which the
highest branches of education will be taught. It
is possible that, if your powers of teaching be ap-
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proved of, you may be elected to fill some situa-
tion in that establishment.”

¢Is there any degree of certainty?” inquired
I, ¢ that this would be the case, should my. cha-
racter and testimonials prove satisfactory ?” ¢ No
promise could be given you,” said he, ¢on which
reliance should be placed. There is yet no cer-
tainty that an university will be built, although
ground for it has been purchased. The prdjected
institution has been agitated for two or three years,
and a longer time may elapse before it be erected.
The Americans are fonder of talking than of act-
ing.” ¢ This,” said I, “is at variance with the
improvements effected, and effecting, in various
parts of the country.” ¢ The improvements,” he
remarked, ¢ are directly and visibly accompanied
with pecuniary results, which an university does
not promise. ¢¢There appears, then,” I asked,
‘¢ only a probability, but not a certainty, of such
institution being founded ?” ¢ The case,” he re-
plied, “is just as I have stated, and I do not
wish to encourage expectations which might end
in disappointment.” _

The Greek language is yet but little known in

E3

. e
s B




s,

82 UNITED STATES.

America. Few re-prints of Greek authors have
appeared there ; and of the few which have, some
appeared quite improper for a country so young
and so unlettered. Whilst engaged in examining
school-books in an American bookseller’s, I found
a New York edition of Longinus, edited, 1 was
told, by a professor of Columbia College, and from
the antiquated text of Dr. Pearce. Columbia Col-
lege is regarded, in the States, as nothing more
than a public grammar-school. In a country,
where literature in general is at an exceedingly
low standard, and Greek literature in particular,
a school-book like Longinus appears exceedingly
unsuitable. ﬁis work is a critique upon the best
authors, in a language which had, previous to his
birth, declined from its purity; and his treatise
itself is not only difficult, but also is not classed
among those of the golden age. To read such a
work as a school-‘book, whilst the authors which
it criticises are but little understood, appears like
beginnirg at the wrong end. If it -has been se-
lected with a view to instruct Americans in chaste-
ness-of style, or sublimity of ideas, the intention

might be good ; - but the issue, I am sure, has not
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equalled the intention. There are some native

Americans, whom all allow to be elegant authors ;

but we must always bear in mind, that their edu-
cation is rather European than American. A
great majority of transatlantic writers have no re-
finement of sentiment, nor elegance of diction ;
and their compositions exhibit a curious medley of
prejudice, ignorance, and bombast.

The Greek plays are hardly read at all in Ame-
rica. Metres are little understood, and versifica-
tion less. I speak confidently, when I say, that
boys in good schools near London have, at the
age of from twelve to fourteen, a more solid and

- thorough classical education, than the young men
who have passed through Columbia College ; and,
" I believe, than any persons educated altogether in |
America. Mathematical knowledge is-much upon .
a par with classical. The professors of Columbia o
College made some attempts to raise the study of
languages to a higher standard. Such elevation
of studies would require additional exertion fromn
pupils, and additional expenditure from" parenté, )
2and has been vigorously opposed by both. Many, ‘ ;

even of the supporters of that college, question the
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utility of high literary attainments. They cast
their thoughts and glances upon such as have
gained distinction in collegiate exercises, and find

that, when contrasted with others, they are neither

_ better clerks, better shopmen, nor more .thriving

traders. They then begin to ask the advocates of
learning, what are the advantages it is expected to
confer. Instead of rendering its votaries more
attached to business, more eager for dollars ac-
quired in any manner, more wedded to narrow
and sordid gains, they perceive that it generates a
taste for reading, a love of scientific and rational
pleasures, and a freedom from the coarser manners
which distinguished their forefathers. 1 have
heard it gravely argued, that Columbia College
has proved a source of bitterness to many in New
York, by rendering their sons too much the gen-
tleman, and disqualifying them for business.

I distrust, however, extremely, the correctness
of this inference. It reminds me of a scene which
took place in my presence, between the late Bishop
of Chester, and a number of miners in the moun-
tains of Yorkshire. His lordship suggested many
little alterations and improvements in their chapel,
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which would render their place of worship much
more convenient, with but little cost. All such
improvements, they told him they would waive,
on th¥ score of economy. ¢ There is one altera-
tion, at least,” resumed his lordship, ¢ pointed
out by your minister, which you cannot but admit
the expediency of making. The small gallery is
erected so near the roof, that no full-grown person

can stand upright in it. A small expense would g
remedy the evil”™ Upon which they answered, F
¢ Our fore-fathers went to Heaven from this gal- i
lery, and why cannot we?” ¢ My good people,” 3
said his lordship, “an incommodious temple is
not essential to your going to Heaven. I came *
to recommend improveménts, not for my own sake, %
but yours.” And afterwards, addressing himself - ‘é
to one of his attendants, he said, ¢ I perceive, :
that any thing which deprives them of money, is g
as keenly felt, as the drawing a drop of their »
. heart’s blood.” ¢¢ Our fore-fathers,” say the older 3
inhabitants of New York, ¢ gained their inde—

pendence, and we abundance of dollars, without
extensive learning ; and why, therefore, should
our sons adopt refined innovations ?”
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Admission into colleges and churches in Ame-
rica being so uncertain to an Englishman, more
especially to one whose principles of conduct are
settled and inflexible, I now gave up my purpose
of locating in the States, Whilst in a wavering
and doubtful temper, I walked out one day and
visited the consul. ¢ Captain L., of the Royal
Navy, and his sister,” said the consul, ¢ have ar-
rived from Canada. I would recommend you to
call at their lodgings, and that immiediately.
They are about to return to England, but an
interview will afford pleasure to both, ince you
are already acquainted.”

The consul gave me the address of their lodg-
ings, and I straightway called on them. After
mutual inquiries respecting each others. experi-
ences in the New World, and reciprocated con-
gratulations at having survived the hardships and
rigours of the winter, I-expressed the pleasure it
would give me to have their company some even-
ing at tea in our apartments. They readily ac-
quiesced. The evening was appointed, and I
returned to my family to relate the news.

We were overjoyed at having an opportunity
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of hearing, from persons so well able to inform us,
what is the state of the country through which
they had passed; the accommodations on the
road ; and the advantages or disadvantages in the
British provinces, to persons circumstanced like
us. We soon found, from their descriptions,
that their views of America coincided with ours;
and that a journey through the States had pro-
duced no other result, than to bind them to their
native land by stronger feelings of affection.
They advised me, however, to visit Boston be-
fore my return to England; and promised to
convey to some of our friends our intentions of
returning, on their arrival in London.

I had, whilst in England, procured letters to
two literary gentlemen of Boston ; the one a pro-
fessor in Cambridge University, the other an
author, well known in that city. To these I
trusted for further introductions, and admission
to all places there, which are considered as worthy
the attention of astranger. A passage in a steam-
boat to Providence was secured for me, which
was the commencement of my travels in America.
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: CHAPTER V.

L

JOURNEY TO BOSTON—CONVERSATION WITH A MAN OF

; “ LETTERS THERE—VISIT TO THE STATE-HOUSE—TO THE

5 : UNIVERSITY OF CAMBRIDGE—TO THE DOCK YARD—
“: :SPECIMENS OF AMERICAN LEARNING—BOSTON EVENING

PARTY—PREJUDICES IN AMERICA AGAINST THE ENGLISH
ARISTOCRACY, AND GENERAL UNFAIRNESS OF OPINION
THERE CONCERNING ENGLAND.

.
k.

o WE set out from New York at four in the
afternoon of the last day of March, consequently
night soon prevented our observation of the
country through which we had to pass. '

. Travellers have generally stated, that the dura-
tion of twilight in America is much shorter than
with us. That part of our trip, in which we were
favoured with day-light, was pleasant. We had
the ci’ty of New York, its steeples and its prisons,

_visible on one side, and the heights of Brooklyn
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studded with mansions, the navy and dock-yards,
and a long extent of fine cleared farms, possessed
for the most part by Dutchmen, on the other.
The air was still too cold to be considered agree-
able; and the season too early to present nature
advantageously to our view.

That part of the landscape, however, which the
following morning disclosed to us, was very beau-
tiful. ' In onme place the country seemed to ascend
gradually from the margiﬁ of the water, by a
gentle slope, till it attained a considerable eleva-
tion; and to mingle at last with the circumam-
bient sky. In another place, the prospect was
arrested by steep acclivities, covered on the sides
and summits with trees of stinted growth. There
were scattered up and down, in various places, and
in a great variety of shapes, farm-houses, or dimi-
nutive villages, painted white, These are gene-
rally frame-houses, built of wood. We reached
Providence, the place of debarcation, a little
before nine in the morning; and travelled over
land in coaches the remainder of our journey,
about forty miles. ‘

The face of the country between Providence
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and Boston is rocky and broken; in some places
undulating ; but furnishes nothing in itself which
can attract much attention, or on which the fancy
can dwell with pleasure. I had been advised on
my arrival at Boston to take up my residence at
the Tremont House, an hotel which possesses as

high a reputation as any in the States. As soon- -
g

as I ha&?rranged my matters there, I called upon

- one of the persons to whom I had letters from Eng-

land. I found the gentleman, who was a litteraire,
and an author well known in Boston—reading some
work on Egyptian Hieroglyphics, of which he
spoke favourably ; but as this was a subject I had
never studied, I could not enter into its merits.
At last, after many desultory observations on
numerous topics, as rgﬁid and evanescent as men-
tal and lingual volubility could render them, we
alighted on a subject of mutual interest, frequently
discussed by persons I met with at New York.
I had always observed, that native Americans do
not enter on such debates with half the warmth or
bitterness, as European refugees. The Americans
appear to emploj;fiepe&lant strangers on the out-
works of their républic, to sound the political
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sentiments and principles of every approaching
emigrant, and to convey to the democratic senso-
rium a timely and accurate impression, before they
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welcome him into the capital of their patronage
and support.

¢ Captain Hall,” said he ¢ was the base tool of a
flagitious and corrupted aristocracy, and was hired

4

to come over to this country, and to insinuate
himself into the houses of the people, for the pur-
pose of spying out all their failings, and holding
them up to ridicule.” ¢ If you think,” answered
I, «that he held up all their failings, or all their _
foibles, to public observation, you do not yet
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know the most obvious points in the American cha-
racter. There are ample materials yet unnoticed,
which future travellers will describe. As to his
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being sent aver in the manner you imagine, no
English gentleman would credit it.”

“ The English,” resumed he, ¢ are the rudest
and most ungrateful people in the world. They
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are received with open arm by the Americans, and
repay their kindness by detraction and insolence.
I witnessed the great hospitality exercised towards
Captain Hall in this city, and have seen in his
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book the manner in which he has returned it.
Mrs. Hall treated several American ladies with
extreme rudeness; and turned from them with
contempt, even in the midst of their discourse.
Of the manner in which Captain Hall and his
lady behaved, while in this country, the English,”
answered I, ¢ know nothing except what is con-
veyed through channels, polluted by illiberality,
prejudice, and wounded sensibility. You must
acknowledge, that their detractors have drawn the
picture. But Captain Hall has, in his travels,
transmitted his grateful remembrances, in charac-
ters sufficiently legible, and too plain to be mis-
taken.”

¢ Captain Hall,” he again observed, ¢ has
related many things entirely false. What could
he know, respecting the laws and customs of a
country, in which he made but a cursory sojourn,
and through which he passed with too much ra-

_ pidity to allow of his obtaining accurate informa-

tion. His travels contain partial and incorrect
and garbled descriptions, to vilify a nation which
never injured him, and to mislead or prejudice his
countrymen.” To this I replied, ¢ several Ame-
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ricans have admitted the correctness of that tra-
veller’s observations, and content themselves with
attacking his ingratitude. Even those,” I added,
«“ who are the most inveterate :;gainst him, admit
that his writings have done good in America. A
native of this country, who appeared a person of
considerable intelligence, compared Captain Hall’s
strictures on America, to those of Dr. Johnson on
Scotland ;—severe, yet salutary. A well-informed
gentleman, from the highest circles of England,
whose whole life has been little else than a suc-
cession of travels, is not in much danger of mis-
taking American manners and laws.” -

In the usual style of republicans, this gen-
tleman hereupon quitted the censure of Captain
Hall, in order to abuse the English nobility. <All
aristocracies,” he exclaimed. ¢¢are hateful and
oppressive; that of England is particularly so—
they are rapacious and tyrannical. They devour
all the good things of the nation. They neglect
all learning, neither acquiring it themselves, nor
rewarding it in others. They fill, both at home
and abroad, every lucrative post in all civil and
military employments, at the bar, and in the
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church. They usurp and trample on the rights
and privileges of the inferior classes. They are
intoxicated with haughtiness and pride i” He had
passed, he said, some time in London, on his

passage from Germany to America; for he was a

‘German; and had witnessed the mal-admnistra-

tions of the higher orders there, and the slavery
and degradation of the lower. ¢“The professions™ he
went on  are depressed for want of encouragement,
and literature and science are humbled in the dust.

In America, any native may become president ;

and multitudes might be mentioned, who have risen;

to be members of the national legislation, froﬁlﬂ-;"

the humblest parentage and birth. In Englan’d,ﬁ
it is impossible for talents to be rewarded, or to
meet with encouragement.”

¢ To all this,” I replied, ¢ that had I seen him
on my first arrival in the States, I should have
cordially agreed in his views and observations. I
had harboured, whilst in England, bitter and
aggravated sentiments against the aristocracy; and
had believed, that the country would be better
without that privileged body. This opinion I
might always have indulgéd, had I always lived
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in England; but America is an infallible corrector’

of such erroneous judgment, in every man of
intelligence and capable of observation. 1 have
never met with any person from Great Britain,
worthy to be called respectable, whose opinions,
however a radical before, did not become com-
pletely altered. You cannot, when in England,”
I added, ¢ have obtained satisfactory information
on these points; otherwise your mind must be
singularly formed A third rate talent in profes-
sions there, is certainly equal to the highest in the
States. I am greatly mistaken, if any first rate
professional man exists in all America. There
are certainly men of eminence ; but they are emi-
nent only among their own countrymen, and would
not obtain a high rank in England. And although
it is true, that many lucrative and important situa-
tions are held by noblemen, yet all such places
are not exclusively so. England can enumerate
more persons raised from a low to a high station,

than any other country. In short, there is hardly

any village in England, which does not possess

residents of greater learning and professional

talent, than is to be found in almost any large
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town in the United States. Besides, that whichisa
low reward for literature in England, is a high re-
ward in America. No man there, who possesses more
than ordinary learning, can remain long unnoticed.
His reward often depends upon himself. The
nobility are bountiful rewarders of merit, when
it makes itself conspicuous.”

I left this German author rather abruptly, some
offence being apparent, from the difference of our
views and the tendency of our arguments; and
went to deliver another letter of introduction I
had to one of the professors of Cambridge Univer-
sity. At his house I was introduced to Mr.

~ Bowditch, professor, but not teacher of mathema-

tics; the best mathematician in the States, and

president of an insurance office, apparently between

.sixty and sevgpty years of age: this gentleman’s look

was venerable, and his countenance expressive and
intelligent. At the professor’s, I was introduced
also to Mr. Pickering, a lawyer of great eminence
in Boston. This party T found agreeable, and 1
was not again troubled with unseasonable remarks
against existing aristocracies. Americans do not
themselves revile kings and nobles, so much as
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foreigners do; but they listen to depreciating
statements with visible pleasure.

Mr. Pickering accompanied me home, and in-
vited me to call at his office the next morning
early, when he or his son would accompany me to
different places which he imagined I would choose
to visit.  Accordingly they conducted me to the
State-house, Court-house, public reading-rooms,
which form also a kind of museum, the dock-yard,
market-house, university, &c.

On arriving at the State-house, I found it to be

a noble building, and was particularly struck -

with its admirable situation. It stands on a lofty
eminence, which commands a complete view of
the town, and is ascended from the park side by a
fine flight of steps I mounted to the cupola,
which is almost as high from the water as the top
of the Monument in London, and affords a pros-
pect of vast extent on all sides. A great number
of towns and villages were observable, scattered
over the surrounding country; some of them at
the distance of twelve or fourteen miles. The
numerous bridges over the estuary appeared beau-
tiful, and gave variety to the landscape.
F
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The University is not within the city of Boston,
but stands three or four miles without, and on the
other side of the river. The buildings do not
impress a stranger with ideas of magnificence.
They are plain brick buildings, some of them very
old, and destitute of ornamental architecture. We
were so late in going that the students, generally
mere boys, were coming out from evening prayers.
The only thing whick Mr. P’s son deemed worthy
of notice at Cambridge, as the university is
called, was the library, which occupies two large
rooms, and contains between thirty and forty
thousand volumes. There are not many works in
it, which can be regarded as valuable. Most of |
them have been purchased at second hand book-
stalls in London. A small Greek M.S. was shewn
to me, most exquisitely written; also a beauti-
ful Persian M.S. These were both secured under
two locks and keys, on account of their rarity. 1
had often seen splendid eastern M.S. on the shelves
of London booksellers, without any such security ;
and could not help smiling,at this characteristic
protection.

The market-house is a long line of buildings of
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hewn stone. There is a foot-path down the centre.
On cach side are stall for venders, and doors at
convenient distances. It did not appear to me
that there was any place set apart for butchers or
fish stalls, &c., but that any person of any calling
might pitch his stand where he pleased. The
whole market was under cow}éf,'.and "had store-
rooms above.

My friend next accompanied me to the house of
- the Commodore, who, with great complaisance and
condescension, carried us through the dock-yard,
and showed us every thing it contained. The
only object which filled me with admiration, ‘was
the dry dock just finished, into which no vessel
had yet been admitted. This excavation, which
the Commodore informed us was much longer
and broader . than any at. Pertsmauth, :was lined
with massive: ~hlfl(;ks’dfvgx'amite',;.lzu'geiv' than I had
ever seen 'eu‘ploved beforé in bmidiug There is
a steam-etigine” erected in the nelghbourfxood of
the dock for pumping out the water, which, when
completed, will possess sufficient power to empty it
in ashort time. Should greatér celerity be wanted,
the diameter of the well is sufficient to adlp:_it a
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greater number of pumps. There was nothing
which the Commodore left unnoticed; and my
obligation to him, and to various other gentlemen in
America, require me to acknowledge that I believe
there is no trouble they would think too great, in
order to oblige and gratify a stranger.

In Boston, there is nothing to be seen very in-
teresting to one who has lived in London. Their
Libr;tries, Museum, Court-house, Town-hall, and
other public buildings, present little worth notic-
ing. Thereis some tradition respecting the Court-
house, which may render it interesting. It w?is
in front of that place, where the British forces
were drawn up, during the time that riots existed
in Boston; respecting the duties on tea. It was
there that the soldiers were brutally insulted and
stoned by the American rabble, previous to any
bloodshed in tevolusionary battles ' It'was there
that thé fitst sHot was fired by the English, and
the first American kifled: The spot is stili pointed
out where the first man fell.

The gentleman before-named, whose kindness I
thus experienced, expressed a wish to learn the Per-

sian and Nagaree characters, and the euphonic
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changes of Sanscrit letters; and for this purpose,
spent the greater part of two evenings at my lod-

gings. Hisready acquisition of them was truly won-

derful ; _A;and I had great _pleasure in witnessing it.
He also‘_ji:ﬁtroduced me, with many commendations,
toa coxigregational minister, Dr. J., whom he repre-
sented as the best orientalist in Boston. That
gentleman, after expressing the satisfaction it
afforded him to meet with a person, with whom
he could converse on Oriental learning, withdrew
into his study, and returned with an armful of
Persian, Sanscrit, Arabic, and Hindoostanee
books.

No sooner had I examined these works, than
I began to think that I had already made a pre-

mature estimate of American literature, and that

what I had frequently heard in New York must
be true. When on my first arrival in the States,
I mentioned to several scholars my surprise at the
extremely low state of learning and the professions,
I was always answered thus: ¢ New York is not a
literary, but a commercial city. If you are de-
sirous of seeing the lions of American literature,
go to Boston.” As I had long been engaged in

e
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such studies, and had lately arrived from London,
the hot-bed of languages, arts, and - sciences, I
thought I could have little to apprehend from any
Orientalist in the United States: I therefore sum-
moned up a fitting self confidence, expecting, with
my new friend, a trial of skill. < Do you, DrJ.,
understapd these authors ?” I asked. ¢ I have some
knowledge of them,” he replied, ‘but not very
extensive.” He then took a German selection of
Sanscrit passages from various authors, the first
of which was the opening passage of the Laws of
Menu. This he requested me to read, which I
did, and when I paused, and perceived that he
made no inquiries, nor added any observations, I
began to suspect that ‘he did not understand the
language. I therefore requested him to tell me, if
he knew the letters. His answer amused me; I
have written them over several times; but the
truth is that they are so confoundedly difficult, that
I could never remember them. I cannot therefore
read any of the words, nor have I ever before heard
them read ; but have seen some accounts respect-
ing the language, that it.is a very engaging study.”

To this latter statement I of course agreed ;
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adding, that the Sanscrit.is certainly the most per-
fect and regular in its granmatical forms, of all
languages with which I am acquainted ; and its
euphonic transformations the most accurately sys-
tematic. Moreover, it is now thought by the best
judges to be the origin of the Greek language.
Many roots, and prepositions, and the numbers and
foices, are nearly the same in both. Also every
euphonic change in Greek, and in every other lan-
guage, can be referred to the principles of Sanscrit.
After having held a short conservation with Dr.J.,
and discovered that his Oriental knowledge might
be compressed into a put-sbell, he informed me,
that some duties he had to perform required his
absence, and requested I would call again on the
following day. I promised to repeat my visit at
the time he mentioned, and we took forthwith our

departure.

As we were returning from this characteristic

farce, Mr. P. informed me, that he had once re-
sided in London, as secretary to the American
Minister, and had seen the dignity and greatness
which learning in England frequently obtains. ¢ It
is the prospect of rewards,” added he, which sti-
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mulates and encourages. In America there is no
inducement for enthusiastic perseverance in litera-
ture. Indeed we have noliterature in this country.”
To this I could not help adding, “ A well edu-
cated Englishman will always make the same
discovery, after the residence of a day. It isim-
possible to be concealed or disguised.”

On the day following, I paid a second visit to
Dr. J., and read over to him some Persian and
Hindoostanee. I then requested him to allow me
the pleasure of hearing his pronunciation of some B
Persian sentences; but he begged I would dis-
pense with his performance of it; and then added,
««This is the second time in my life, in which I
I have heard a Persian word pronounced. A young
gentleman, who had been in India, once before in-
dulged me in a similar manner with yourself ; but
it is several years ago, and I have no recollection
of the sounds.” The books he possessed must be
considered as rarities in America, and as inexpli-
cable puzzles even to himself. They must be, how-
ever, amusing companions to an American Orienta-
list. Had I not been well able to peﬁetrate into
the den of the Bostonian Lions, and to estimate its
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profundity and extent, I might have quitted that
celebrated place, with the erroneous impression,
that it coq;jaia& at least one extraordinary linguist.
But I must c;rgess, that it appeared not a little
amusing, that®every thing of literature in the States,
with which one grapples, dwindles into mere pre-
tence, and vanishes in air. I observed, when in
the Cambridge library, a copy of Dr. Wilkin’s
Sanscrit Grammar, and found its pages free from
the finger marks of transatlantic students. May
it long continue so, and be a true index of univer-
sity intelligence, where it has been so carefully pre-
served. Whilst literary honours and emoluments
are so sparingly dispensed, there is no fear of its
derangement or disfigurement.

Mr. P. conducted me one evening to a party of
gentlemen, assembled at the house of a physician, in
honour of a distinguished lawyer, having been ap-
pointed a judge of the Suf)reme Court at Washing-
ton. The company was large and promiscuous.
There were present, I was informed, lawyers, phy-
sicians, professors, merchants, mechanics, students,
&c. &c. The rooms were crowded, but not un-
comfortably so. Refreshments of various kinds
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were served round, among which were stewed
oysters, of which I partook, in memory of a part-
ing supper which I once ate in company with my
much revered preceptor, the Rev. James Tate of
Richmond ; whose name I found to be held in
great esteem among scholars in America.

On the evening previous to my leaving Boston,
Mr. P. invited me to take tea at his house. There
were four literary gentlemen invited to meet me,
but they were not all present at tea. Some of
them came later in the evening. Dr. J. and the
German gentleman I have already mentioned were
two; and besides these, a student, and a young
gentleman who had spent some time in the Levant
—a Mr. H. The student, a youth of sixteen,
was introduced as a prodigy of learning, and an
Arabic scholar. Mr. P’s son had been employed
two years in tuition, between his leaving the uni-
versity, and engaging in the profession of the law.

This youth had been his pupil, and was reported to
be an extraordinary specimen of genius. Sir Wil-

liam Jones’ Persian Grammar was produced, and I
desired him to pronounce a few of the first words of

the story of the Bulbul. He commenced spelling
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the first word, as a child does his a-b ab’s. ¢ Can
you not read the words,” inquired I, ¢ without
mentioning the letters.” To which he answered,
that he knew most of the letters, but could not pro-
nounce the words. I inquired how long he had
applied himself to Arabic, to which he answered,
two years. I then explained to him the discipline of
our schools in England, which is generally so
strict as to preclude the possibility of a student’s

time being so long occupied, in acquiring the cha-

racters of a language. ¢ You must many times,”

continued I, “¢ have endured the infliction of
chastisement, for such unprecedented neglect and
idleness, had you been educated in England.” 1
peceived that discipline and chastisement sounded
harsh upon his ears, and he retired from the party
at an early hour.

The German author, who had before vented his
indignation against the aristocracy of England,
how resumed the same subject; and repeated
many accusations entirely unfounded, and which
nothing but prejudice could dictate. This he did,
to demonstrate his attachment to a republican form

of government, and to expose my political views,

. ,?‘-“i i
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He dwelt particularly on the pride and immorality
of our nobles. I ventured to dispute his state-
ments and inferences, thus unnecessarily obtruded
and reiterated ; and witnessed also his hasty and
untimely exit. As this second attack was unpar-
donable, being unprovoked, I afterwards addressed
a note to Mr. P., i which were the following
sentences : “ Your friend, Dr. L. appears to have
imbibed either in England or elsewhere, notions
of our aristocracy, which do himself no credit,
and them no harm. They are not likely to be in-
jured by illiberal observations made in a sweeping
manner against their order, by persons who could
never have an opportunity of knowing their real
character. As to their being the proudest aris-
tocracy in Europe, it is true’; and it is equally
true that the very shop-keepers of respectability
in London are, in talents, education, and wealth,
higher, generally speaking, than the aristocracy of
any other nation. England, as a nation, is among
nations, what her aristocracy is, among the aristo-
cracies of the earth ; she stands supreme, and will

do so for generations yet unborn, unless she per-
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sist in her present infatuation, forgetful of he- high
state, and of the Being who conferred it.

¢ perceive, that a foreigner, to gain the favour
of the American public, must vilify his own na-
tion, and condemn all hereditary rule. The native
Americans sit wrapped up in self-complacency, and
anhale the grateful fragrance of slavish adulation.

?‘l;he swindler, the profligate, the idle, the disaf-

&fécted,—they who have deprived others of their
property, or who have squandered their own, find
that the price of American patronage is cheaply
paid : they flatter and falsify. A person of
higher principles, who is able by his talents and
industry to maintain himself in Europe, will never
stoop to this sort of baseness.”

Dr. Milnor, of New York, once informed me
of the generous reception he had met with, while
in England, from some of the nobility. He had
been employed on matters connected with religious
missionary societies. The object nearest to a good
man’s heart, is the accomplishment of his duty ;
and this brought him into intimate communion

with many of the aristocracy. He found there so
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much of sound and genuine piety, and of truly
Christian feeling, that he had never seen religion
in so beautiful a dress before, nor more pure and
fervent. He did not say that every nobleman is
such. Yet he did not, like most republicans, and
illiberal and foolish Englishmen, condemn all aris-
tocracies as proud, immoral, rapacious, and op-
pressive. He is a strong republican; yet this
does not prevent him from observing, or from ac-
knowledging, the existence of worth and virtue,
and true religion, in persons of a higher station
and a rival country. I introduce this, merely to
prove, that a gentleman, of true magnanimity,
will not stoop to make ungenerous statements
against the members generally, of any existing
order. I agree, therefore, in the judgment of Dr.
Strachan, Archdeacon of York, Upper Canada,
who had been introduced to this German author,
and who described him to me as prejudiced and

narrow-minded.
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RETURN TO NEW YORK-—RESOLUTION TO PROCEED TO CA-
NADA—RETROSPECTIVE INCIDENTS—STORY OF AN AME-
RICAN MERCHANT-—PROFESSIONS IN THE STATES, AS
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DUES—EFFECT OF CAPTAt;( HALL’S TRAVELS—VISITING
ON NEW YEAR’S DAY—WASHINGTON’S BIRTH-DAY—MIS-
CELLANEOUS OBSERVATIONS. .

Durine my journey from Boston back to New
York, I had much conversation with a gentleman
of Boston, a person of considerable wealth, the
substance of which I thought worthy of noting.

On learning that I was an English clergyman,
and that my object, in going to the States, was to
settle, he expressed his opinion to be, that the
clergy of America are better provided for than
those of England generally. I reminded this gen-
tleman of the small salaries which I had been
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informed the Americar; ‘migisters in country places
usually obtain. He repli‘ed, that I was tolerably
correct ; but reminded me, on his-part, that they
frequently receive presents of various kinds, and
that they are not required to keep up much exter-
nal appearance; as also, that an American clergy-
man’s wife, in country places, can frequently earn
something by knitting and spinning. A careful
clergyman, he said, may often save as much as
will purchase a farm, and may become compara-
tively wealthy. Moreaver, added he, our clergy
are all their own masters, which is an advantage
not enjoyed by a great majority of English mi-
nisters. ¢ In short, I will venture to assure you,”
he continued, ¢ that the clergy of this country
are more independent and comfortable, and re-
spected, than many ministers of the Established
Church of Great Britain and Ireland. The higher
clergy, and the professors of colleges, are of more
consideration in England than here; but they do
not constitute a majority.”

I had heard something to this intent once before;
and on expressing my surprise how a country mi-

nister could save any thing out of his income, I
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was told, that the salary and presents he received
were all intended for his private use, and the use
of his family. His taxes and rates were trifling,
and he was seldom called upon for charity.

* The income of professors,” I observed, ¢ in
Cambridge University, does not, I am informed,
exceed upon on average, more than three hundred
pounds a-year ; and not so much, if the professor
does not reside within the walls. I imagine that a
professor can hardly keep up his respectability
with so scanty an allowance.” ¢ Theprofessors of
our colleges and universities,” he replied, ¢ are
considered amongst the most respectable class.
That salary is a great sum with us.” I replied,
that a common schoolmaster in England -often
gains a greater income, and probably greater re-
spect. ¢ I donot,” said he, ¢ agree with you. I
have travelled through England and Ireland, and
perceived that many of your country schoolmasters,
as well as country clergymen, are worse circum-
stanced than ours. Near London it is different.”

‘¢ Thelearned languages™—I went on, ¢ are very
superficially understood in the United States.” To

this he assented, and added : ¢ the classics are too
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little read in America, and Zo0 much in England.
Could a medium be adopted, and the Americans
gain what the English would loose, it might be
better for both nations.” There are many Ameri-
cans, thought I, who would rejoice to witness such
a consummation.

This gentleman’s acuteness and liberality of sen-
timent, on various other subjects, much pleased me.
He had travelled over thé continent of Europe,
and was evidently acquainted with its passing
events. The same I had observed in several I
conversed with in New York and Boston. Al-
though under a republican government, their more
extended intelligence raised them above the narrow
prejudices of their less informed countrymen ; and
justified the saying in common circulation, and
which the Archdeacon of York, in Upper Canada,
applied to the clergy and influential classes of Ame-
rica, ¢ Gentlemen are the same all the world over.”

On my return to New York,I went immediately
to the Consul, and acquainted him with my pur-
pose of returning to England, since I perceived
that no sufficient opening presented itself to me in

that country, and I felt no disposition to tarry
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longer. He replied, ¢ You have committed a
great error, in ever coming hither; but since
you have come, do not be guilty of a greater, in
immediately returning. Let me prevail with you
to travel a little more in America, and to go into
Upper Canada. I will give you a letter of intro-
duction to my Lord Bishop of Quebec, a most
estimable man, who is by this time in York, the
capital of the Upper Province. I have no doubt
of your meeting with something worthy of your
accepfance. You will also find living there more -
reasonable than here.” I complied with his ad-
vice, accepting the letter of introduction, and
forthwith set about preparing to leave the States,
not and journey at once towards Upper Canada.

Before entering upon the subject of my further
travels, however, I think it right to return almost
to the period of my first outset, to give sundry
details_on various points, with which my interim
opportunities furnished me, but to which I have
not hitherto alluded.

I have said, that during my passage from Eng-
land, I obtained considerable enlightment upon

various points, in the manners and opinions of the
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Americans ; particularly from one native of the
Union, who happened to be passenger along with
me. This person had been master of a small
trading-vessel, which he had lost by shipwreck.
The detail he gave us, one day, of the history of
a friend, brought out various opinions and views,
for which neither myself, nor the other English
passengers, were prepared.

The person this American spoke of, he described
as having embarked in business, without being
possessed of a dollar; and as trading for a time,
according to the custom of his country, upon spe-
culation and credit. A series of bills, and pro-
missory engagements, entered into with acquaint-
ances similarly circumstanced, formed the chief
means of these commercial speculations. When -
I expressed surprize at this sort of responsibility,
and such a mode of conducting business, the Ame-
rican made answer, ‘¢ Being in a profession, you
are not yourself, Sir, much exposed to the difficul-
ties of the world, and consequently do not know
the contrivances which others feel it necessary to
adopt. If any person in America should refuse
to do a favour of this kind I speak of, for his
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friends, he would find similar accommodation
withheld from himself. The friend of this gen- -
tleman was thus circumstanced, and soon failed,
through the misfortune of another.. During the
period of his conducting business, however, he
kept a carriage, and lived up to his imagined
gains, without providing against the contingencies
of an evil day. When all went wrong, his effects
were disposed of for the benefit of his creditors;
and he was obliged to exchange a comfortable for
a wretched state. As he had married during his
prosperity, and a family was the consequence, his
greatest exertions were requisite to obtain even the
necessaries of life. He was no longer regarded as
belonging to the same class of society, but felt
himself degraded, and was obliged to perform the
most menial offices. While in this condition, his
brother, more successful than himself, having made
a fortune, died without issue, and bequeathed his
property to a public seminary.” The American,
who told us the story, strongly condemned the con-
duct of the deceased brother of his friend, calling

him an unnatural monster, for having violated, in
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his opinion, every principle of duty and justice.
Hereupon, a discussion ensued, and it was debated

with considerable warmth, whether one brother, in

“such circumstances, had any natural claim upon

the other.

I made a remark, which kindled a burst of indig-
nation. ‘¢ In England,” I observed, “a man unfor-
tunate, from no cause of his own, does not forfeit
his place in society. And I should imagine there
was some cause for the desertion of your friend by
his brother and acquaintances. But, even sup-
posing him perfectly worthy of their continued
approbation, he could not, according to Paley,
have any natural claivi on his brother ; collateral
branches of a family having no pecuniary claims
from consanguinity. The only grounds for sup-
posing, that one brother ought to render assistance
to another, rests upon the probability, that if he
does not, no other person will.” The American,
hereupon, lost all government of himself; and,
brandishing his knife, for we were then at dinner,
asserted that I had introduced-this sentivment from

motives of priestcraft; and that if neither pay for—



STORY OF A MERCHANT. 119

schoolmasters, nor loaves and fishes for priests,
had been augmented by the bequest, I would
have condemned it as well as himself.

I mentioned the above anecdote to some in New
York ; and received for answer, ¢ That some time
ago it was not uncommon to see persons, who had
once lived in affluence, suddenly reduced by the
circumstance abové'mentioned, and obliged to retail
oysters, or do something equally mean to gain a
livelihood. But, that now, such is the spirit of
reformation and improvement, a smart man need
not be reduced to any such extremity. He has
ouly to close his store, or his business, with his
pockets full of money, and take the benefit of the
act; after which, he can, without loss of cha-
racter, and with undiminished credit, if he ‘has
proved himself a smart man (by which is meant a
keen insight into the highways and bye-ways of
money-making), re-establish himself either in the
same place, or in any other district of that exten-
sive country.” I heard of some men, who had
called their creditors together several times, for
the purpose of compounding with them ; and who,

immediately after each compounding with them,
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re-opened their business with renovated splendour,
like a Pheenix from the ashes. This statement,
however, it is but justice to mention, 1 had from
Englishmen; some of whom had been disappointed,
some cheated, and some returning to England, or
removing to Canada. Yet, as it was a subject re-
peatedly introduced by English residents, it must
have had some foundation.

Another cabin-passenger was a tallow-chandler,
an Englishman by birth, who had been resident in
the States fifteen years. He had a friend in Eng-
land, a teacher by profession, who, from reading in
various publications, unmeasured praises of Ame-
rica, had entertained the desire of emigrating, and
of resuming his profession in that coun‘tT'y. Be-
fore he adopted any decisive step, he applied to
his friend, the tallow-chandler, for authentic in-
formation. ¢ My answer,” continued this person,
¢ convinced my friend, who enjoys a comfortable
home in England, that it is his interest to continue
there ; and I may venture to predict your return,
unless there are weightier reasons for your voyage
than any you mention. You will not find the

country what you deem it. The people there
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have so many opportunities\of obtaining educa-
tion for their children, free of cost, or nearly so,

“that tuition is very cheap, and’ schoolmasters a
drug. A teacher in the States, also, will profess
to teach more branches of education, than one
English schoolmaster out of twenty has ever heard
of ; and he will also engage to make the progress
of his pupils as rapid as if propelled by steam.
In England, much longer time is allowed for edu-
cation than in America. People there cannot afford
to pay so much, or so long; and also frequently
require the assistance of their children in their
own business.” This man’s remarks I often re-
membered, when prosecuting my own inquiries in
New York.

“ Yet,” observed I, ¢ they will doubtless shew
much respect for teachers who possess extensive
acquirements ; and this feeling of respect and de-
ference will greatly counterbalance a deficiency of
income.” ¢ The Americans,” he replied, ¢do not
know what respect for learning means. They
imagine themselves as well informed in useful
knowledge as any nation ; and I believe they are
so. As to a knowledge of the Greek and Latin,

G
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of what advantage is it in life. If a man can
understand his own languagé thoroughly, and be
sufficiently acquainted with arithmetic, to kecp his
own accounts, I do not conceive it possible that
any other knowledge, except French, can be ne-
cessary.” ¢ Is this,™said I, ¢ the general opinion

of Americans, and do they not value a classical

~education ?” ¢ They give,” said he, ¢ a classical

education to such as are intended for professions ;
and any parent can obtain this for his son But
the professions are too much crowded, and are
inadequately paid. Those who enter them, are
frequently the sons of people who are not wealthy,
and their instruction is chiefly derived from cha-
ritable funds., Very few, indeéd, who can esta-
blish their sons in business, would condescend to
place them in professions. The profession of the
law must be excepted.”

¢¢ There must,” said I, ¢ be frequent openings
for foreigners, in a country which increases so ra-
pidly in population.  Professions being neither
very lucrative, nor very honourable, Americans
will not be very eager in striving for them.” < In

that,” said he, ¢“you are completely mistaken.

8.
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There is 'as much contention for such situations
there, as in England, and even more. Swarms of
scholars pass through the colleges of the New
England State every year. These spread them-
selves over every part of the Union; and, being
generally poor, refuse nothing that is offered them.
They crowd into every profession, and are ready
to become schoolmasters, or doctors, or lawyers,
or clergymen, as occasion offers. The Yankees
are fond of an easy life. Foreigners are expected
to contribute largely towards the improvement of
their country. These build their houses, and per-
form such offices and labours, as the native Ame-
ricans will not stoop to. The poor English and
Irish dig their canals, make and repair their
roads, clean out their sewers; in short, do every
dirty job. The Americans can supply all the pro-
fessions from themselves. If any professional
foreigner has a chance of succeeding in one, it is
the English physician. Gentlemen of either pro-
fession had better stay at home.”

Similar conversations to the above, I frequently
had with this man, which staggered much my
confidence of success. Yet, I could not regard

c 2
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the judgment of an unlettered Englishman as suf-
ficient authbrity on this point. Indeed, I found
upon inquiry among the best informed, that his
observations were not altogether correct. But yet
it will be seen, that much of what he told me was
afterwards corroborated by the testimony of others,
whose opportunities of accurate information cannot
" be questioned ; and English teachers, before they
enter into the service of the States, would do well
to deliberate.

Another subject of frequent discussion, was the
superiority of Americans to Englishmen, in arts
and sciences, in steam-boats and steam-engines, in
conflicts by land and by sea, in arts of peace and
plans of government. The English, ¢ according
to the judgment of impartial men,” were com-
pletely left behind in every thing noble and excel-
lent ! This the Americans asserted ; and the tallow-
chandler assented to it as true. A passenger, a
captain in the English navy, observed, ¢ that
many of the naval advantaéés over the English, of
which America boasted, had originated from
under-rating American courage and skill. Com-

manders of English ships had held a contemptible
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opinion of Americans, and had neglected such
precautions as are practised against European
enemies. Moreover, American vessels are often
manned with British seamen, who, being deserters,
knew, that if taken, they would be made examples
of. Their ships had also more weight of metal
than those of the English they encountered, and
a greater complement of men.” This the Ameri-
cans denied; and maintained, that KEnglismen
could neither fight, work, nor study, equal to
Americans. James’s Naval History of Great
Britain was sometimes referred to; but, wherever
the United States were concerned, it was detected
by Americans to be one tissue of falsehoods.

One particular, exultingly mentioned by the
shipwrecked Captain, and agreed in by all who
had been in America, was the skill of American
traders in striking bargains. An American, they
said, ¢ could twist an Englishman round his finger;
could see father into matters hood-winked, than an
Englishman with both his eyes open ; could make
a fortune, by selling the same merchandize, by
which an Englishman would become bankrupt ;
and could always gain a living, where an English-
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man would starve. In short, it would be a dis-
grace to his country, should an American, in bar-
gaining, be over-reached by an Englishman, or
sell an article below its utmost value.” This, as
far as my own experience goes, or my inquiries
could reach, is perfectly accurate. And the reason
of it is self-evident. Americans have rarely much
capital ; and every dollar they part with, not only
lessens it, but their respectability also. An En-
glishman, with capital, is not likely to gain much
from an American, without any. Money, if they
continue long together, will always change hands;
but no inspired prophet is needed to foretell into
whose pocket it will go.

My talkative fellow-passenger even asserted,
¢ that American manners are more gentlemanly
than those of the English; and that their men
and women, of the better sort, are more elegant
and refined than our aristocracy.” I expressed a
doubt of the truth of this statement, and a belief,
< that where regular classifications of society are
acknowledged, the higher circles must be more re-
fined than elsewhere, in proportion to their greater

or less removal from sordid occupations. There
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are several persons in England, elevated one above
another, by gradation of distinction, which cannot
exist in a democratic country. I instanced then
our English merchants, in general, our East India
merchants, our great landed proprietors, our aris-
tocracy, our hierarchy—and considered that the

lowest grade of our nobility must be much more

refined, than can be found in any country, ip

which there is an aim at perfect equality.” This
statement called forth tremendous opposition from
all sides. All of the passengers, except one, unani-
mously concurred in censuring it. They instantly
voted themselves, and Americans in general, as
good, as highly polished, educated, and informed,
as any English nobleman.

That American, who joined in neither absurd
exaggeration of the one country and its people, nor
invidious depreciation of the other, was a profes-
sional gentleman, of New York. In his conduct,
during the whole voyage, nothing escaped him
unbecoming or improper. ¢ He had,” he said,
¢ seen much to charm and delight bim, more
especially in England. This last country he

should® ever remember with admiration, since all
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his anticipations had been unworthy of what he
found it.” I was quite puzzled to account for his
admiration of a country, from which I was hasten-
ing into voluntary exile. I once took tea at his
house afterwards, and found him there the same
gentleman I had observed him to be on ship-
board.

There were also on board two gentlemen, pro-
ceeding to the British provinces. The one, a phy-
sician, a native of New Brunswick, returning to
practice with his father, who is in the medical pro-
fession also. He had taken his degree in Edin-
burgh, and walked the hospitals in London. This
gentleman told me, that the States would never
detain us; and that we, like numbers of disap-
pointed people, would find our way to the Canadas.
Indeed, he made himself quite sure of this, and
gave me an invitation to his house, should I pass
that way. The other gentleman was the son of an
officer under the British Government, and was
proceeding to join his father at Montreal. He
had been studying some of the Eastern languages,
in expectation of an appointment to India, but
had then given up the pursuit, from want of suffi-
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cient encouragement ; and intended to pass a few
years in the Canadas.

We were thus trained, in some measure, for en-
tering on America, whilst at a distance from her
shores. Our servant, also, was equally trained by
the observations she heard relative to her own con-
dition, for expecting that the dictinction of master
and servant would cease when we landed; and
that she would be equal, or nearly so, with her
employers. My wife remarked to me, several
times on the voyage, that her behaviour was al-
tered. It has subsequently occurred to me, that
I have seen some of the Americans in private
conversation with her ; .and probably prepar-
ing her, beforehand, for speedy emancipation from
her promises and engagements. I have already
told how she acted upon entering the States, and
how soon she found her way back to England.

To proceed with my retrospective observations :
On our arrival, my books, &c. were conveyed to

the custom-house for examination. It cost me six

or seven days’ attendance before I got them out.

This was owing to my claiming them free of duty,

on account of their being professional, and not in-
¢ 3
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tended for merchandise. At last, after much sus-
pense and trouble, I was permitted to take them
to my lodgings, after paying on them, and a few
old sheets, &c., about forty dollars. It appeared
to me at the time, that the custom-house officers
were uncertain and wavering, respecting the duties
which ought to be imposed ; and that they had no
certain rule to go by. Upon stating to the British
Consul the sum I had paid, he informed me, that
if I had applied to him previous to the payment,
my books would have been admitted free of duty.
I believe that the revenue-officers, like all persons
in trade of that free country, adopt this maxim of
their great philosopher : ¢¢ Get what you can, and
what you get, hold.”

I could not but remark, that a freedom and ease
of address and conversation, not known among the
lower orders in England, prevail among these
classes in New York and Boston, as well, 1 was
informed, as throughout the Union. The people,
even those who are regarded as of the lowest
grades (for there are grades in society there as
well as in England), have no appearance of servi-
lity. This arises from the republican form of their
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government, which regards every man as politically
equal to his neighbour. The carters I employed
to convey my trunks and boxes to and from our
residence, felt as little of obligation to me for em-
ploying them as it is possible to conceive. Perhaps
there is a greater degree of independence felt by
the Americans, than by English people of the same
stations ? yet I doubt if it be accompanied by
greater comfort.

When attending at the custom-house, on the
morning after our arrival, to procure the admission
of my books, &c., free of duty, some of the prin-
cipal officers remarked to me, that literature in
England was retrograding ; that her scholars had
exhausted their subjects of inquiry ; that America
had taken them up at the highest point at which
England had left them, and was advancing them
to a state not attainable in Europe. ¢ Indeed,”
added they, ¢ the best English scholars are emi-
grating to our country to gain instruction.” I was
then a stranger of half a day, and American lite-
rature was unknown to me. On hearing frequently
such assertions, I was speechless from wonderment.

I had gone with an expectation of employing
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greater than ordinary acquirements for their im-
provement ; yet, should things prove as they told
me, I must be a useless teacher at the first, and
must have additional leaming to acquire, before I
could find employment. I could only reply, that
much had been rumoured in England of their
astonishing progress, but that I had not been
prepared for the fact they related. When I com-
pared the manner of their speaking with the things
spoken, I could not help observing a striking
incongruity.

The mistress and boarders of the house where
we first resided, informed us that the publication
of Captain Hall’s Travels, had shut the entrance
against any future reception of English gentlemen
into American society. ‘ No Englishman will
hereafter,” said they, ¢ be caressed in the States.”
I did not find this to be absolutely true; yet I
have no doubt it is accurate to a great extent. An
English gentleman incurs no hazard of entire ex-
clusion from the best societ){; but I much doubt
his success, if he go for the purpose of location.
All classes, except the very highest, entertain
strong prejudices against his paternal country, and
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seem to regard it as the duty of a foreigner, to fill
inferior, rather than higher situations. Hospitality,
in the sense in which it is understood in England,
I believe he must not look for to any great extent.
Yet he will find instances of it.

There is a singular custom, which prevails in
New York, but, I aminformed, in no other part of
the Union : on New-year’s-day, all gentlemen call
on their female friends, to renew or perpetuate
their friendship. A lawyer, with whom I had
contracted an intimacy, introduced me on that day
to about thirty ladies. The round of calls we m;lde,
occupied our time from nine in the morning till
seven at night. In almost every hciuse we entered,
we found other gentlemen on the same errand. It
would be regarded as unpardonably rude in any
lady, to treat with indifference a gentleman, who
had honoured her with his call. This is often the
commencement of new acquaintances, or the recon-
ciliation of former ones which werebefore broken off,
or discontinued. All the ladies we called on, as is
universally the case, had prepared cakes, sweet-
meats, wines, cordials, &c. in great profusion, in rea-

diness, to exhilarate and regale their visitors. They
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were themselves, in general, very elegantly decked
out and beautified. All appearance of lhe;cenary bu-
siness was wholly laid aside, and calculating penury
had its annual slumber. Many gentlemen jaunted
about in sleighs, a kind of carriage which slides
upon the snow, to pay their devotions to the fair
recluses; ladies on this day not being permitted,
from punctilios of etiquette, to stray from home.
The scene to me was as gratifying as it was new.
All was animation, cheerfulness, and friendly feel-
ing. The Americans seem, on this occasion, to
have light hearts and buoyant spirits, and fulfil
as much as any nation, the command, ¢ Take no
thought for the morrow.” Thus some traits in their
character are extremely pleasing to a foreigner.
This was the only occasion, on which I saw the
bright side of American sociability. In the midst
of this joyous and festive gaiety, my fancy whis-
pered, that the Americans are really a pleasant
people. But the day, with all its pleasures, passed
away, and I was forced to moderate my flattering
conclusions !

The 22d day of February is Washington’s birth-
day. Last year, being his centennial birth-day, it
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was observed with much solemnity ; and the pre-
parations for celebrating it were unusually great.
A numerous assemblage of officers, and gentry of
different orders, congregated at the Town-hall,
and marched thence in procession, attended by
soldiers and military music, through some of the
principal streets, to the Middle or Reformed Dutch
Church, in Nassau-street, to which communion
Washington belonged. After a service, well suited
to the occasion, the procession returned by another
route to the Town-hall, where refreshments had
been provided ; some of the public buildings, and
the Town-hall among others, were in the evening
splendidly illuminated; the scene was impres-
sive, and its effect was much augmented, by

the immense concourse of well-dressed ladies and

gentlemen, with whom that large church, the

largest in the city, was crowded. It is, perhaps,
proper to remark, that this was in commemoration
of one of the most éxtraordinarir revolutions that
ever took place. I had a full view of the whole,
being seated on the platform erected for the clergy
and other distinguished members of the procession.
The address then delivered, I could not help apply-

S
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ing to my own case, and I thought of my doubt-
ful conduct in relinquishing my country without
any cause, while Washington, even in violating
his fidelity and oath of allegiance, was actuated
by evidently patriotic motives. I found that this
great republican had sworn allegiance to the King
of Great Britain, when he first became a soldier,
and had served in the king's troops in his native
country. Meditating on this subject, 1 requested of
a clergyman seated near me to be informed if Wash-
ington had ever been absolved by the general
council of the United States, from his duty and
obligations to his king, and received this in an-
swer : ¢ That no public act to that purport had
been passed, but that it was tacitly understood.”
Thus the perfidious conduct of an enterprising
man has given birth and freedom to a collossal
power, and has transmitted to posterity his own
name. enshrined among those of the greatest
warriors, statesr;len and legislators, that have ap-
peared in the world ; which conduct, had his ob-
ject been defeated, might have been branded as the

crime of a base deserter, and have been followed by -

degradation and death, according to military law.
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I had preceded the procession on the occasion I
speak of, and applied at the church door for ad-
mittance : it was there I was first informed, that,
according to preconcerted regulations, no person
could be allowed to enter without the passport of
a card. My desire being thus frustrated, I con-
tinued walking backwards and forwards in front
of the principal entrance; in hopes of finding some
one with whom I was acqua{nted, who might be
able to introduce me within the walls. I had not
long sighed over my unexpected rejection, before I
observed Colonel H., to whom my New-year’s-day’s
ramble had introduced me, mixing with the people
scattered around. On recognition of me, he ex-
tended his hand, and welcomed me to this annual
commemoration of their national independence. 1
thanked him for his kind welcome, but told him I
feared I should not be so fortunate as to obtain
admission, since the door-keepers had already
excluded me from want of a ticket. He laughed
heartily, and replied, ¢ The Americans are much
captivated by appearance and show : use only a
little confidence and exertion, and your dress will

get you in.” Admission, thought I, as well as
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honour, ¢ is like a widow, won by a brisk attempt,
and putting on.” I could not refrain from mora-
lizing on this merry observation of the Colonel :
conclusion led me to imagine, that Americans,
equally with others, are the legitimate descendants
of Mother Eve, whom a superficial and outward
comeliness in the apple, had been chiefly instru-
mental in seducing. The same promptitude which
she exhibited, to be fascinated by the adventitious
finery of exterior decoration, seems to have been
entailed on the generality of her offspring. We
find the greater part, not only of women, but of
men also, viewing every object with the eyes of
Eve, and sacrificing duty and interest to please the
eye. o

I felt some hesitation in following the Colonel’s
advice, and sauntered away a few moments longer,
in reflecting on the courzll should adopt. Pre-
sently I descried,among the crowd, Dr. Matthews,
a clergyman. Pressing towards him, I made him
acquainted with my difficulty. ¢ Thrust your arm,
said he, into mine, and allow no person to separate
us. I shall find means to introduce you.” He

accordingly made his way to the outer-door, and
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was pushing in without ceremony. Having ap-
peared in his canonicals, his profession was visible
through his gown, and his person was recognised.
By dint of mere impudence a passage was made
for the Doctor and me. The procession then passed
us, in the train of which we followed, and ascended
to the platform. During the service, Dr. M. made
a polite remark :—¢ We derive our principles of
freedom,” said he, ¢ from the English, whom we
regard as our parents and brothers. Those of the
best class, who come over, bring with them a spirit
of independence, which Americans admire.” T felt
flattered by this delicate compliment, and expressed
the delight which his liberal sentiments gave me.
T hope,” I said, ¢ that similar feelings may ra-
pidly spread in America, for they are not yet
general.” And I then added, ¢ liberty in Eng-
land is more perfect than in America, and any one
can there express his political sentiments more
freely, and with less of personal detriment than in
New York.” He answered, ¢ the late war engen-
dered much bitterness of feeling, and a strong an-
tipathy against the English, but it is fast disap-

pearing from among us.” I had heard the same
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remark more than once before; and I am inclined
to believe that there is, among the best informed,
a growing disposition for friendly intercourse be-
tween the two nations. But there is, in the mass
of the people, a deep rooted hostility to England,
a malignant envy of her greatness, and an eager
wish to witness her decline, by revolution or other-
wise.

Dr. M. desired I would inform him what my
real opinion was of the American clergy. To
which I replied, « I admire them exceedingly, and
think highly of their church government; but I
believe they are deficient in dignity and sound
learning, which the English clergy possess in a
greater measure. I perceive also,” added I, ‘¢ that
the precarious tenure of their stipend, destroys
their feelings of independence.”

I have heard Americans assert, that England
has no business in the Canadas, which they consi-
der as part and parcel of America. They declare
that Upper Canada was first peopled from the
States. But they omit to mention, although their
mortifications hinder them from forgetting, that

those who preferred Canada, were loyalists, lovers
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of good order, and had an irreconcileable hatred to
democratic principles. The Americans feel the
present government of that province to be a thorn
in their side, and would bestow half the dollars
they possess, dearly as they love them, to produce
a separation between England and her colonjes. I
have heard, more than once, natives of New York
debating the practicability and desirableness of a
democracy of nations, in which all kingdoms and
countries might be equal, and England might sink
to a level with the rest. What right has she to be
greater than other nations? was a question fre-
quently asked. |

The pride of the English was often men-
tioned as intolgréble, by the lower classes, both of
emigrants and.of Americans, who refuse to recog-
nise any superiority in a well-educated above an
uneducated foreigner. Whoever hesitates to asso-
ciate with such people on familiar terms, will be
treated by them as proud and haughty, and they
will strive to mortify him, by embracing every op-
portunity of gaining an advantage, and of throwing
all imaginable trouble in his way. I went out one

day and purchased something, which I requested
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the vender to deliver. He promised I should have
it in a short time; but as it was not brought in
time, and we were wanting it, I sent our se;'vant.
The answer she brought back was, ¢ your master
must take it himself.” The article was charcoal,
which we were in absolute want of on a cold day.
I went to the man to know what the message was
he sent back. ¢ I have no person to send with iE,”
he coolly said, ¢ you must take it yourseif.”
¢« Who must take it #” said I. ¢ Yourself,” he
replied. ¢ Who ?”” I repeated; looking him stead-
fastly in the face. ¢ You may send your help,”
he rudely answered, ¢ or take back your money,”
at the same time layiné down what I had paid
him, and turning away. I was finally obliged to
go to another store, and pay some additional charge
to have it delivered, althgugh the distance of the
former was not twenty yazdi from our door. This
was done to evince his indépendence, and to prove
that he was as good a man as myself.

I was told by a lawyer I sometimes called on,
that an English nobleman once bought property
near New York city, and wishing to expend some

money in improvements, engaged a number of
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workmen to accomplish them. On the first day
of their employment, he sent one of his servants,
when dinner was ready, to call them in. They
went, but not finding the nobleman at table, they
demanded to see him, and inquired if they were
not to dine with himself. His lordship replied,
that he never sat at table with his workmen.
Whereupon those people collected their tools, and
desired him to find other labourers, for they were
accustomed, at all places, to dine with the master
of the house. This, and similar stories, were re-
lated to prove American independence. The same
is never again likely to occur at New York; but I
was informed, that a gentleman in country places
must submit to such equality.

The Irish are, perhaps, the most useful people
in all America, and not only enter the houses as
domestics, but perform every drudgery which
Americans can impose upon them. I think the
natives of our sister island must be a meritorious
and warm-hearted race. They certainly appear to
advantage abroad, as persons upon whom one may
depend with confidence. The one we had in the
place of our false English girl, was a faithful and
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deserving creature. She would have accompanied
us into Canada had we been certain of making any
stay. I do not wonder that Americans wish to
impress them with the notion that they are free
and equal, for they obtain in return a voluntary
slavery, which these destitute emigrants perform.
Yet the Americans, whose country this degraded
people is improving, regard and speak of them
frequently with the greatest contempt, as unfit for
any thing but the most menial offices.

It often appeared surprising that every arrival
of vessels from England brought fresh emigrants,
who complained of having no vote for members of
representation at home, yet crowded to a country
which hates them, and dooms them to the disabi-
lities of an alien bill. I could refer it only to that
blind fatuity which appears to actuate a consider-
able portion of the English, and impels them to
court and flatter a people, between whom and them-
selves there exists a mutual repugnance, and whose
manners it is impossible for them ever to admire
or adopt.

Perhaps the desire in Americans of inducing

people to emigrate, and to submit to the low offi-
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ces, has obliged them to adopt the expediency of
impressing refugees with a favourable idea of their
great advancement in arts and sciences. They
certainly have the most remarkable confidence in
their attainments, and the greatest show without
reality, that I ever witnessed. Appearance with-
out reality is almost as useful for America, during
the present disturbances of England, as reality
itself, and much more easily attainable. The re-
dundancy of talent and industry in England, must
find some field for operation, and America expands
her arms’to receive them. But she holds out pri-
vileges in her outstretched hands very different
indeed. Her right hand pours into the lap of
her own sons every thing which a fruitful country
can afford ; and her left into the longing souls of
Englishmen, the tares of disappointment. This
is not in itself wonderful. The wonder consists in
this, that these Americans should be able to exer-
cise so much delusion over men, whose skill is so
superior to their own. Yet those who do not know
how to prize the elevation of their own country,
ought to bend in subservience to an inferior people.
The English mechanics have generally served a long
H
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apprenticeship, whereby they become proficients in
their business, and this proficiency of theirs dispen-
ses with the necessity of mere shew and pretence.
The Americans hate long apprenticeships, and
close application to one pursuit, but have discovered
an admirable substitute, in rendering subservient
to their interest the greater skill of poor emigrants,
and thereby gaining public and private wealth
from foreign sinews. This forms one of the many
good points of the American character.

Another praiseworthy point in it is their attach-
ment and devotion to their country. It is true,
that were they to emigrate to Europe, with no
more useful qualifications than they possess, they
would never find employment, so long as other
workmen could be found ; so they are obliged,
from this circumstance, to remain at .home. Yet
the Americans are passionately fond of their coun-
try ; and esteem it, its government, laws, and in-
stitutions, as the best not only in the world, but
which human wisdom can devise. In this respect
they differ essentially from the English, who
often appear to be destitute of every patriotic

emotion, and would promote the welfare of a
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hostile nation to the detriment of their own.
There is, however, at this moment, a greater reac-
tion in the European mind, than at any former
period since American independence. Tired with
transatlantic impositions, and the encouragement
whichthese afford todishonest dealings, the English
atleast are beginning toperceive, that their own colo-
nies present more secure and profitable investment,
than that partial country, whose freedom has been
so greatly enlarged on.

o
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CHAPTER VII. +

VISIT TO THE PASSAIC FALLS—CONVERSATIONS ON ENGLISH
REFORM—ON THE CONDITION AND DISAPPOINTMENTS
OF ENGLISH EMIGRANTS IN THE UNITED STATES—DE-
SCRIPTION OF THE FALLS—THE PROPRIETOR—AMERICAN
AND ENGLISH DECORUM-—AN ENGLIH CLERGYMAN—
MISCELLANEOUS REMARKS.

-~

¥
THERE were some fine days in spring before

the frost and snow had entirely disappeared, during
two of which I went to the Passaic falls, at Patter-
son, in the neighbourhood. I passed the Hudson
in a steam-boat, from New York to Hoboken, in
company with a gentleman, a manufacturer, of
extensive information. He kept his carriage, and
was in a large way of business. ¢ England,” said
he, ¢ has committed two great errors in her do-

mestic administration ; the catholic emancipation
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bill, and a sweeping measure of reform. Her po-
litical constitution will be quickly altered from
that which all naticns and ages have admired, and
she will lose her elevation and distinction.” This
gentleman was not singular in his judgment. The
same I heard from others, whose respectability
was unquestionable. I hope, however, that such
predictions may prove fallacious, and that the
prosperity of our country may increase.

A young gardener, from Brighton, overtook me
on the road. He had been in New York three
winters, and was engaged in Niblo’s gardens. As
I never failed to obtain all intelligence in my
power from the experience of emigrants, I readily
entered into conversation with him. His wages,
he informed me, were from thirty to forty pounds
sterling, and were considered good. Before he
left England, he made as much. His friends had
endeavoured to dissuade him from going, but to
no purpose. His health, from the great extremes
and changeableneéé of weather, was far from good.
Money could not purchase the same conveniences
there as at Brighton; and he was not so well cir-

cumstanced, nor enjoyed so many comforts. He
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had often thought of returning, but the shame of
having lost what he possessed before, and the un-
certainty of as good employment, were the obsta-
cles which hindered him

¢ Do you imagine,” I asked, ¢ that emigrants
in general are satisfied, and find their change ad-
vantageous upon the whole #” ¢ I am sure,” he
replied, ¢ the generality of them are not, but find
themselves exposed to many hardships and priva-
tions, which they never felt in England. They
are not admitted to equal privileges with Ameri-
cans ; and many of them, having lost all feelings
of decorum and propriety, and finding spirituous
liquors cheap, fall sacrifices to intemperance.”

-¢¢ What do you consider amongst the greatest
hardships of an emigrant ?” I asked. < The Ame-
ricans,” he replied, regard all who come over with
contempt or jealousy. If he is poor, they despise
him ; if rich, they are jealous, and envy him. No
Englishman, if he enter into business, long retains
his money. He always loses it. Before he can
succeed, he must acquire an intimate knowledge
of American ways, and during this he becomes

poor. Almost every one I have heard speak on
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the subject says this, He must then begin, like
an American, without capital ; and if he be smart,
he may save a little. Tt is almost impossible for a
poor man to become rich in this country !”

¢ Perhaps,” said I, ¢ the thing you complain
of is the same in all countries; have you any other
cause of complaint ?” ¢ Yes,” he replied. ¢ An
Englishman has here no domestic comforts. as at
home. He has none of the same cheerfulness nor
amusements. The Americans are not sociable
with the Knglish, and have their minds constantly
upon gaining some advantage. Yet they have
always behaved civilly to me. But I do not admire
their manners, there is something in them so cold
and forbidding.” The same I had heard a hun-
dred times before. I inquired, however, once
more.

¢ Do emigrants frequently complain of this?™
“ Yes,” said he; ¢ very few like America, and it
is long before they are reconciled to it. But when
a poor man comes here, he finds a difficulty of
getting back. He has, for the most part, no way
left but to submit. An Englishman would never




152 UNITED STATES.

find good employment, could Americans do with-
out him.”
I observed an uniformity of statement quite

surprising, among persons from England and"

Ireland. The same difficulties and privations and
dislikes had befallen most of them. Biuit, perhaps,
where almost everyone is complaining of grievances,
these become magnified beyond their due pro-
portions. We find this frequently in England.

¢« 1 have heard that farmers do well in this
country,” said I. ¢ So have I heard,” he replied ;
“ and am g()ing to make inquiries respecting some
cheap lands in Pennsylvania, for I am tired of
New York. Ihave sometimes thought of Canada;
but the cold of New York in winter is very severe,
and the heat in summer; and Americans tell me
it is worse there. But many people have told me,
that the Canadian government is lighter, and has
less of taxation than the American.”

¢ If you are so poor as you speak of, how can

you obtain a farm ?” ¢ I am not,” said he, entirely

destitute. Americans, too, make it very easy for.

a poor man to go on, for which they secure some
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advantages. Persons are wanted to cultivate their
country, which is yet in many places waste land.
If I had a farm of my own, I might work upon it
when I had leisure, and at other times be employed
for some neighbours.”

“ Do Americans,” I inquired, ¢ employ much
time in gardening ?” Very little,” he replied.
“ There are some public gardens, as those I am
engaged in, kept in good order; but in general,
gardens here are not much attended to. The
winter is too long, and spring too short to allow of
much time being spent in them. Americans are
mostly otherwise engaged. Labour here is much
higher, in proportion fo‘tbe value of produce, than
in England ; and the people less able to purchase
it. I do not think the Americans have any taste
for such things.” This young man’s views of the
people of America were fa;_from-favourable ;5 but
some allowances and deductions must be made, on
account of his line of business, which is certainly
not yet much wanted. Few houses have even so
much asa shrub or evergreen to decorate them.

We at last reached the Passaic falls. There is

something in the bolder outlines of nature, which
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awe and astonish. The body of waters at the time
I saw them, was considerably augmented by the
melting snow. The river flows over a bed of
stone, with much descent. All at once, a rent or
chasm éxtends across the bed of the river from one
side to the other, which serves as a channel to the
waters, and through which they are impetuously
hurried down successive precipices, from a per-
pendicular height of about seventy feet. As this
channel is very contracted, when compared with
the breadth of the river above, the water acquires
an astonishingly hurried motion, and assumes the
' appearance of cataracts of foam.

There is a handsome footbridge of wood thrown
over the chasm, which commands a full view of the
water.  This bridge is very much above the
cataract ; and as it is perfectly secure, and well
protected by wood work on both sides, it affords
the mingled sensation of astonishment, safety, and
dreadful apprehension. When we had crossed
the bridge, and viewed the natural beauties of the
place, we were returning, but were suddenly ar-
rested by the demand of the bridge proprietor,

who addressed us, ¢ T'wo-pence each, gentlemen.”
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“You take us by surprise,” said I, ¢ You have
given no intimation by any placard or notice, that
you make exactions for crossing; but after you
have got us in your power, you have the boldness
to demand payment, whether we please or not. Is
this the boasted freedom of the Americans?”
¢¢ Come, come,” said he ; “¢it is to no purpose that
you make many words. Pay you must. Do you
think we put up bridges for every one to pass who
chooses, and yet take nothing in return? I pos-
sessed much of the land on the other side of the
river, on which the factories and town are built;
but sold it, when the speculation for making Pat-
teson a manufacturing town was first projected. 1
got a good price for my lands, and bought these
rocks and grounds on speculation; and being a
joiner, have erected that bridge myself, and have
laid out the ground we stand on as a pleasure
ground, which in summer looks beautiful. For all
 this expense and trouble I only demand two-pence
from each visitor. If I made no charge, my pur-
chase and bridge would be a losing speculation.”
 They would indeed,” said I'; ¢ and I think your
argument a very good one. We shall pay you.”
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After I had paid him his demand, I asked if
his family had come from the old country. ¢ No,

thank God,” was his answer. = ¢ My forefathers of
many generations were native Americans. I would

not be an Englishman.” ¢ Why,” said I, ¢ do
you entertain so much dislike to English people?”
¢ They are,” he replied, ¢ the most beastly people
I have seen. I have no wish to encouroge them.
They come into my gardens, and cut down my .
young trees, and mutilate my seats and tables
and bridge, and get drunk, and curse and swear
and use indecent language, and give great offence
to the Americans who patronise my gardens. I
have forbid the English admittance. I am obliged
to have some person to watch them, when they
come in.”

« Of what English do you speak ?” I asked.
¢ Of+those,” he replied, ¢ who are employed in
the mills. They quite demoralise the place.
Their conduct and language are utterly abomin-
able.” I could well credit the proprietor, and that
he found some check necessary, in order to restrain
such visitors within due bounds.

The remarks of this gentleman justified some
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observations I had heard made in New York, by .
Americans, who do not wish to see America a
manufacturing country. They declared, that the
moral conduct of English manufacturers was con-
tagiously contaminating, and infected the very
districts where theylive. Itis unpleasant, it is even
exceedingly mortifying, to find so grievous a charge
brought against one’s countrymen, in a strange
place. But yet, when we see American decorum,
it is impossible to palliate or explain away the
fact. The Americans, in their exterior deport-
ment, are remarkably correct. One cannot but
admire it. I never saw in the behaviour, nor
heard in the discourse of an American a word or
action morally improper. I heard of things done
by them in secret ; but the report of a tale-bearer
has with me no weight, when placed against the
demonstration of my senses. Their exterior moral

deportment, as far as fell under my observation, is
perfectly blameless ; if we except their eagerness

to obtain dollars, even on the confines of truth and
falsehood, of honesty and dishonesty.

¢ Have you seen many respectable English
people here ?” I asked the proprietor. ¢ There are,”
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he said, ¢ some manufacturers from KEngland
resident here, who brought considerable capital
with them, and have built mills of different kinds.
They are the leading people in the place. When
strangers come into my gardens, and behave them-
selves properly, I do not know whether they are
Americans or Englishmen. There is no difficulty
in telling, where ill behaved people come from.”
¢ I suppose,” said I, ¢ your gardens are fre-
quented by numerous visitors.” ¢ In summer,”
he answered, “ great numbers visit them. They‘
are near enough for residents of New York to
leave home in the morning, and after taking re-
freshments in my gardens, to return in the even’ing.
The Catholic Bishop of New York was here last
week, and conversed with me a long time. I think
him an obliging and well-informed gentleman.”
“ 1 am also acquainted with the gentleman you
have mentioned,” said I «¢ aqc;l esteem him highly.”
I informed him, that I was an English episcopal

clergyman, and had emigrated to the States to
examine the country for myself. ¢ If you
will remain over Sunday,” he observed, ¢ and

perform service in our church, I will go and pro-
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cure you permission. The people will be glad, of
an opportunity of hearing an English minister.”

“ I have not come,” I replied, ¢ prepared in any .

respect for your very kind offer, and must neces-
sarily decline the honour you intend me.”

¢ There was,” said he, < an English clergyman
living in Patterson two years ago. He remained
for some months, and married a lady of the place.
He came to America to obtain a situation in some
o,f\ our churches; but had no interest, and no
vaéﬁm\.pl_ace presented itself. At last dissatisfied
with haviﬁg' ‘nothing to do, and fearing he should
never succeed, h\é“i’etu_gn.ed with his lady to Eng-
land. He frequently\iierﬁ\)_rmed duty in our
church, and was much liked. A.Had.“he continued

a year or two longer, he might have l;'_)éd-»-a\ga]l to

Patterson ; for we have now no minister.” ¢ Per~.

haps,” said I, ¢ he might have no encouragement
to fix his residence here, and the stipend of such
a church might not be sufficient for his mainte-
nance.” ¢ It is very large,” he replied, ¢ for the
congregation is numerous. The salary may be
between three and five hundred dollars ; but it is
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difficult to mention any exact sum. He might
also have had a school.”

¢ T have great respect,” he added, ¢ for English
clergymen, and request you will step into’ my
house and take a glass of wine.” This hospitable
offer I accepted, and had the pleasure of drinking
wine with the proprietor of the Passaic Falls.
From his conversation, I found that Americans,in
general, in the vicinity of Patterson have degrading
notions of England and its people generally, from
the specimen they behold in our weavers and spin-
ners. The monied manufacturers, who have
erected mills, they esteem highiy. This gentle-
man and I talked together a long time, and
became more and more friendly. He possessed a
greater share of liberality than most Americans;
and before I parted from him, expressed a wish
that I would repeat my visit, and perform service
in their episcopal church, of which he was a
member.

At the Passaic Falls, the famed Sam Patch per-
formed some of his wonderful leaps. He had been

enamoured of a young woman, who rejected his
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offers, and to drown his love, he strove to drown
himself. His intention was only half accom-
plished ; for his love but not his life was anni-
hilated. Although he had lept into the water

from a surprising height, yet he rose with anima-,

tion to the surface. Its chillness which froze his
amorous attachments, gave him a distaste for
drowning, and the desire of life was rekindled.
Having discovered, by alover’s leap, that a fall
from even lofty elevations, if upon a substance
sufficiently yielding, is unaccompanied with danger,
he announced his intention of repeating his leap,
and the Passaic Falls were selected. A great mul-
titude assembled, and he descended from a
distance of ninety feet into the river below the
falls. The event was corroborative of his first
experiment. He then betook himself to such
exploits, as a profession; and lept in succession
several waterfalls of that country. At the Niagara
falls, a scaffold was erected, upwards of one hun-
dred feet above the water, sufficiently far over the
river to free him from the danger of rocks. The
water of the river, at the place he entered, is about

one hundred and seventy feet, and a little below

e g
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two hundred and twenty feet deep. He did not
leap the whole depth of these falls, which are one
hundred and sixty feet, but more than two-thirds.
The Genessee falls at Rochester, were the closing
scene of his exhibitions. He had lept them once,
and he summoned courage to leap them again;
and a crowd assembled to cheer him. But this
time the water into which he descended was not

twelve feet deep; a space insufficient to neutralize

the acquired celerity of his fall, and his increased

gravitation. He was also intoxicated, and lost
his balance in the descent. His body. was not
immediately found, but was afterwards taken up
greatly bruised, and with some of its limbs broken.
Such is the story told of Mr. Patch.

I remained at Patterson all night ; and break-
fasted next morning at a public table, at which
several young men ‘were seated. They were
boasting, that their npational debt was much
reduced, and would soon be paid off. This was a
topic of frequent congratulation to Americans, at
their social meetings ; and is undoubtedly a national
freedom from some burdens, although no national

advantagé. Their public debt is about two mil-
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lions and a half sterling ; of which, in the spring,
they anticipate an entire discharge. ¢ What will
the English do,” they inquired, ¢ when we pay
offour debt?” < They cannot then put their
money out to interest, and will become bankrupt.”
I replied; ¢ the American debt is too small to be
worth the mention, and can affect Kngland but
slightly. There are more individuals than one
there, any of whom could have redeemed your
debt, at its greatest amount ; and many hundreds,
who could now singly discharge it.” They could
not comprehend how this might be, and spoke of
two or three hundred dollars as a great 'sum, and
of a person bcing independent, or nearly so, with
a thousand dollars.

Some Americans told me, that poor emigrants
complained of their being trodden underfoot by
noblemen and bishops; and that they had shown
them some pictures of John Bull weighed down by
king, nobles, and bishops, standing on his shoulders.
I have been asked several times whether, if a rich
and a poor man were to meet on the road near a
dirty place, the poor man would throw himself

down and allow the rich man to walk over him as
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over a bridge. I only smiled at the simplicity
of the question.

At one place on my way back, where I made
some inquiry, they asked me what part of Eng-
land I came from: on my answering, from London,
they seemed quite astonished; and said, ¢ Many
people from London speak so unintelligibly, that
we cannot comprehend them. There is a farmer
in the neighbourhood, who came from that place,
a decent sort of man. We like him, because he
does not run down our country, nor meddle with
politics. But he is very poor. He can hardly live.
But although you and he have both come from one
place, you do not speak alike.” ¢ It is very pos-
sible,” said I, ¢ for London is extensive, and con-
tains many people, but few farmers.”

‘When they mentioned that he did not meddle
with politics, I was anxious to learn if the farm
he lived on was his own. ¢ Yes,” said they, *“ and
he has possessed it many years.” ¢ Has he no
vote ?” said I. << He does not exercise any,” was
the answer. ¢ If he should be a politician, he
would soon find that Americans know how to treat

him. We can manage our affairs without English
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interference.” ¢¢ I perceive,” said I, ¢ that the
Americans are a free people, and that all who
come to them are free and independent.” ¢ Yes,”
said they, ¢ we are the only free people in the
world. We do not wish the English people to
come to our country; but if they do come, and
behave themselves properly, and pay their debts,
we permit them to remain unmolested and unno-
ticed.” ¢ You are not only free,” said I, ¢ but
generous also.” They were highly pleased with
me; and said, ¢ We like to hear well behaved
people.”

There were some Irish families along the road,
who expressed their pleasure at the sight of a per-
son from the old country. Their kindness and
open heartedness was so different from the heart-
lessness of some I spoke to, that their very con.
versation, and the inquiries they made, were
indescribably gratifying.. I was grieved to find
that in America the Irish are generally poor.
The Americans have much labour to execute, and
find in the generous Irish a ready instrument.
They have discovered the blind side of that open-

hearted race; and by copious libations of whiskey,
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and a little cajoling, have led them completely as
they wish. The Americans are truly sharp-sighted.

Great inundations of emigrants from Ireland
are continually pouring into America. I do not
believe, however, from all I could learn, that their
condition generally is much improved. A change
of country is to them only a change of masters.
They do not feel, indeed, their inferiority so hea-

vily as before, because the higher orders are not

. so much elevated as in Kurope. Our servant had

entered the States with the rest of her father’s fa-
mily, which was settled in New York. Sheinform-
ed us, that their emigration arose from flattering
statements in someuletters, which they had received
from acquaintances who had preceded them. They
had found, however, no advantage from emigration;
for their labour supported them better in Ireland
than it did in America.

The Americans are eager to sow dissensions be-
tween England and Ireland. The following is an
extract from a speech of one of the members of
Congress—Mr. Clay. < Of all foreigners, none
amalgamate themselves so quickly with our people

as the natives of the KEmerald Isle. In some of
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the visions which havé passed through my imagi-
natir)% I have supposed that Ireland was originally
part and parcel of this continent, and that by
some extraordinary convulsion of nature it was
torn from America, and drifting across the Atlantic,
was placed in the unfortunate vicinity of Great
Britain. The same open-heartedness, the same
generous hospitality, the same careless and uncal-
culating indifference about human life, characterise
the inhabitants of both countries. And I have no
doubt that, if the current of emigration were
reversed, and set from America upon the shores of
Europe, instead of bearing from Europe to Ame-
" rica, every American emigrant to Ireland would
there find, as every Irish emigrant finds here, a
hearty welcome and a happy home.”

The editor of an American paper, called The
0ld Counéryman, made among others, the follow-
ing observations. ¢ We are aware that there are
some men who are always exotics, and never be-
come naturalized. The great mass of persons
who arive in the United States from abroad. are
allured to it from the feeling, that liberal princi-
ples abound, and that they can sit down free and

'




168 UNITED STATES.

happy, enjoying the rights of humanity. In this
they are sometimes disappointed. It is a fact
)which no one will dispute, that, because they were
not born in the United States, they are occasion-
ally treated as if they were not equal with others.”
Those emigrants, ‘¢ sometimes disappointed, and
"ot treated as if equal with others,” will be gene-
rally found to be from England; persons not of the
lowest orders, of good character and guilty of no
misdemeanor. If a man has so acted in his native
country, as that his return would be uncomfort-
able, he must endure patiently his hardships.
Many Englishmen would gladly return home, if
they could obtain the means; and many more
were emigrating from the States into Canada.
The English do not know the happiness and
greatness of their own country. It is trne that
the national debt is a great burden, and that taxes
of various kinds are oppressive. Yet the means
‘to meet them are proportionably great. - If people,
who complain, would tolerate in England the same
inconveniences which those must do who live in
America, they would all grow rich. It is a very

common thing, for three or four families to inha-
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bit one house, because none of them separately
can pay for an entire dwelling. This is not con-
fined to the lowest class; respectable professional
men, and merchants of good standing, do not
esteem it beneath them to be found occupying two
or three rooms: some of them only one room.
Their mode of life also is much less cleanly and
less comfortable, than respectable people in Eng-
land have any conception of. Yet the better
classes live well, and as much as possible after the
English style. -

r.fr‘i
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CHAPTER VIIL.

DEMOCRACY—BRUTAL CONDUCT OF AMERICANS TOWARDS
SUCH AS SPEAK LIGHTLY OF THEIR GOVERNMENT—
MAY-DAY IN NEW YORK—SILENCE AND HASTE AT
MEALS—VANITY AND ILLIBERALITY—AMERICANS FEAR
THE REPROACH OF BEING DESCENDANTS OF FELONS—
CHANGE OF SURNAMES—FREQUENT FIRES—VALUE OF
GROUND LOTS—AMERICAN FRUITS ~-SERVITUDE—COM-
PLAINTS OF EMIGRANTS—AMERICAN DISPATCH—JUVE-
NILE DELINQUENTS—WORK-HOUSE—OUTRAGED INDIANS
——BOUNDARY LINE BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND
CANADA.

DeMocracy may sound very well in theory; but
its practical tendency, I am pursuaded, will never
be beneficial, except in a country where population
is thinly scattered. There is in America no stabi-
lity to private or public character. In England,
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the conduct of some noblement was severely cen-
sured, for ejecting such of their tenants as voted
against them. The same thing will be found to
© prevail, as far as is practicab]e, even ip America.
General Jackson, on being elected President, dis-
placed, I was informed, nearly one thousand public
officers, on account of political feelings.

Many of the English have been heard to say
‘that the people of England are oppressed and
enslaved, and that there is no perfect liberty in
Eng]ana. This was once my opinion. But it is
now manifest to me, that England is the only
place where rational and perfect liberty is enjoyed.
-A person dares not, in America, express his senti-
ments with half the freedom that he does in Eng-
land. I onceventured to remark to an American, in
the hearing of*a person from England, that I did
not perceive the Americans, with all their boasted
independence, to be really in a more enviable con-
dition than Englishmen: that I began seriously to
believe, although of a different opinion formerly,
that an hereditary monarch and aristocracy are
of vast advantage to a state, and contribute incalcu-
lably to its greatness. The Englishman drew me

12
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aside, and desired me not to let fall expressions of
such import. ¢ The Americans,” said e, ¢ have
Jong memories. You are now, from not béing em-
ployed, independent of them and consequently out
their power. Yet should you hereafter have occa-
sion to solicit a favour, and thereby place yourself
in dependence on them, you will find that they
never forget.”

It is evident to any one, at all conversant with
the politics of Europe, that France has humbled
her hereditary nobility in compliment to American
republicanism.  France never did any thing so
egregiously foolish.  She has made herself a
laughing-stock to the world, and to well-informed
Anmericans,among others. They heartily despise her -
politics, which they eonsider as childish. If Eng-
land should adopt a similar procedure; she would
instantly decline from her greatness. The aristo-
cracy is her strongest bulwark. If any great
change takes place in their privileges, or in the
privileged classes of the country; or if the elec-
tive franchise be extended to the lowest orders;
the stability and supremacy and glory of England
are at an end. Americans are eager for some

gl
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great change, or a revolution in England; and
anticipate their own aggrandisement from Euro-
pean disasters. Their papers frequently contain
fulminations against English principles, against
the exaltation of her society, and against the wide
extension of her commerce and her sway. This
they do, in order to gain converts to their form of
government, and citizens to their couniry. But
should any well informed Englishman arrive there,
capable of comparing the two forms of govern-
ment, and of estimating the advantages of his own,
they will not encourage his stay.

The best circles in New York disapproved and
discountenanced the brutal conduct of their coun-
trymen to Kean and other actors from England,
who had spoken lightly of their government. Yet
I heard some individuals, whom I had considered
as belonging to the higher circles, justify the
phrenzy of the mob. A person, to credit and
understand the sensitiveness of their body politic,
and the electric-like shock and rapidity with which
any sensation felt in one part is conveyed by news-
papers to every corner of their empire, and vibrates

through every chord, must have resided among
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them, and have witnessed. Woe to the man, whose
conduct or expression has provoked their indigna-
tion! He will not be expelled from America. He
may live there. But he will find himself a marked
man whereever he goes; shunned, yet imposed
on; and as completely debarred from undertaking
any thing, or from succeeding if he should, as if
he had his residence with their antipodes. An
English captain, with whom I wanted to take a
passage home, declared to me that he would rather
fall into the hands of any enemy than those of
Americans. My opinions on this point are in
unison with his. May heaven shield me, from
collision with the brutal outrage of a republican
mob, and from democratic vengeance !

The first of May is noted among the people of
New York for bustle and change. It is almest
impossible to rent a house or lodgings longer than
for one year; and in any part of a year longer
than till May-day next ensuing. We had taken
our apartments till that time, at the expiration of
which Mrs. F. took other lodgings, during my
tour through the States and Canada. She de-

scribed May-day as affording scenes exceedingly
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laughable; in every direction were carts and wag-
gons laden with furniture; the streets were lite-
rally filled with chairs, tables, drawers, desks,
carpets, &c., passing from one house to another, to
the great advantage of the carters, who find full
employment, and ‘are on that day paid double
charges. It is also not a little gratifying to New
York gossips, who are allowed a péep into the
lodgings of such strangers generally ‘as have not
permanent dwellings. As May-day approaches,
the landlord proposes to the tenant his terms. The
tenant finds, for the most part, an advance of rent,
and prefers a change. The landlord annexes to
the door-post a written notice, and the tenant
commences amusing himself with entering every
one’s dwelling similarly circumstanced, and ex-
posing his own to the gaze of others. It is almost
impossible for a stranger, who has occupied lod-
gings, and wishes to escape imposition, to avoid
such intrusion into his private rooms. We suf-
fered this ourselves, and therefore speak from
experience. Many American women, we were
told, occupy much of their leisure time about this

period in prying into the abodes of foreigners, to
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see if they are respectable, and have their rooms
well furnished. Americans could not have in-
vented any domestic custom more inquisitorial,
or which gives a readier access to the privacies of
strangers.

Another thing, offensive to English people ac-
customed at home to the pleasures of a separate
table, is, that they cannot find a boarding-house
where they may take their meals by themselves.
They are obliged to mingle with all promiscu-
ously, whom the mistress of the house admits. It
is true, that much conversation need not be kept
up, nor many words exchanged. The people, at
these houses, sit down to table and rise up again,
without thanksgiving and without ceremony. The
business of eating is a task, for which a short time
only can be spared, and it must be finished with
dispatch. The different guests study their own
accommodation—in sitting down and rising up—
in the duration of their continuance at table—in
their entrance into and departure from the eating-
room. Sometimes a whole meal is begun and
finished, without the utterance of a word. Eating

is performed with the same unceasing activity as a
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walk in the streets, and no intermission can be
spared for social converse. Indeed, it is imprac-
ticable for an Knglishman to indulge himself in
talking, as at home, and to acquit himself in
eaﬁng, as an American. His utmost cfforts are
required, to keep pace with his neighbours; I
never was so much at a loss how to conduct myself
properly, as at an American table.

Sometimes a few observations are made, but
they always end abruptly, unless rendered palata-
ble by flattery. A physician of some eminence
boarded at the same house, and ate at the same
table with ourselves; he one day asserted, that
literature and scholars in America were infinitely
raised above those of Europe, and of England in
particular. I mentioned to him my experience in
Anmerica, and what I had noticed at Boston. He
grew rather warm at my narrations and remarks,
and said ¢ You must admit, at the least, that
Anmerican physicians are above those of England,
in sound knowledge, and in physic?” I could
hardly conceive,” I replied, ¢ that, in a country
so recently peopled, and so sparing in pecuniary
and honorary, recompense to professional talent,

13



. B ARt CHR SR S TP P R CU . PR N P IDR  TIP Ceed
hf;—;—»—- N et 3 e i e - ol Y N o
%’.7‘- - e

178 UNITED STATES.

. any first-rate physicians could be found. Were
American institutions on so excellent a plan as to
produce attainments of sufficient brilliancy to shine
in England, their possessors would never be
satisfied with the state of things in their own
country, but would emigrate to climates more
congenial to their acquired perceptions, where
their talents might be appreciated and rewarded.”
“ You have slandered our country,” he indig-
nantly exclaimed, ¢ and could never gain a com-
fortable living in it.” ¢ Some of your own clergy
and professors were of a different opinion,” said I,
¢ and encouraged me to open a school, at respect-

3 able terms. I have contented myself with making

. inquiries respecting professions in general, and

: my own in particular, and have discovered that

Anmerica has nothing to confer which could allure

my stay.” He shortly after left the table, and for

three days seated himself at another place, where
he could exchange neither words nor looks.

Such is the narrow and illiberal spirit which
infuses itself into almost every untra:velled repub-
lican ; and which never can be exterminated under

their present system of government, and during
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the unrequited energies of literary men. A state
of things which fosters such a spirit must be
prohibitive of American greatness; but it suffi-
ciently accounts for the degrading flattery which
prudent emigrants will furnish. - The republican
ear is never satisfied with praise and adulation;
nothing is too fulsome or extravagant. ¢ There
is nothing which tyrannic power, equal to the

gods, when flattered and extolled, cannot credit of

itself.” This part of the American character is, I
believe, the most offensive to an honourable man.
He dares not speak openly his own sentiments ; he
feels himself in a strange country, where true
freedom is unknown, and where unconditional
surrender of conscience, and unbounded and un-
ceasing approbation, are rigorously extorted from
him. I have no hesitation in affirming, that no
gentleman, who can sustain himself with credit
in Europe, will reside permanently in the States.

Did this narrowness of spirit arise from mere

vanity, it might be more excusable. Its origin is ’

in vanity, blended with deadly hatred to England.

America resembles a young girl, just liberated

from a severe foster-mother, and introduced intb
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[C the world : all nations praise and admire her, and
i~ gheis filled with vanity: all nations persuade
: » her that she has been cruelly treated, and she
is filled with animosity and hatred: the refuse of
all nations tell her that inveterate rancour is be-
coming her station, and that her most engaging
forms are republican ; and she becomes, as a gen-
tleman of great eminence in Canada told me, more
democratic every hour, and neither forgets nor
forgives. That she has attained, in some things,
almost the lowest depths of absurdity, it is my
firm opinion ; and many, even of Americans them-
~selves, are disposed to believe it. She has not yet
acquired sufficient insight into other gbvemmen;s
and institutions, to perceive their merits, or her
own deficiencies. She flatters herself that she
has culled al} the excellencies of others, without
their imperfections ; and has extirpated from her-
self every blemish, and cherished her perfections
only ; and that a judicious amalgamation of these
: perfections and excellencies has rendered her su-
*’ premely lovely, and supremely great. Had she
: _contented herself with such a vanity, as Dr-

Franklin speaks of in his life, she might, with
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him, have enumerated it among legitimate sources
of enjoyment, and have given thanks to providence
for the blessing.

Dr. Jones, author of the Greek and English
Lexicon, a gentleman with whom I had the honour
of an intimate acquaintance, once told me, that he
had a strong dislike to that portion of Franklin’s
works called ¢ Poor Richard ;” ¢¢ Because,” said
he, ¢ it has imparted a bias to American prin-
ciples, and has rendered them too parsimonious
and mercenary.” I cannot view it in the same
light with that gentleman. ¢ Poor Richard,” at
its first production, was disseminated among a
people with whom its maxims were congenial, and

did not produce contracted views, but confirmed

them. Its precepts are a treasure-house of do-"

mestic prudence and economy, to persons in the
situation of Americans, but have been acted upon
too closely.

Several Americans, with whom I conversed,
omitted not to tell me that they are the de-

scendants of those persecuted non-conformists who

first took refuge in the wilds of America.= Tt .

appeared amusing, that they should at this perigd ‘...
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court and challenge an inquiry into the circum-
stances of their forefather’s emigration, even with-
out any reference being made by myself to sub-
jects connected with it. It is utterly impossible
that any considerable number of the present popu-
lation of America can be ‘the lineal descendants of
criminals, transported originally for felony. Yet
they seem to be apprehensive that foreigners re-
gard them as if they were, or as if they had fled
from England at a subsequent period, for some
punishable crime. I have no inclination to ;:harge )
any of them with a polluted origin, but to consider:
them all as the offspring and”descendants of ho-
nourable men.

A professional gentleman from England, who
had resided many years in New York, declared to
me, that nothing offended Americans more than to
inquire after their family ornaments, their neck-
laces, bracelets, and anklets. That the natives of
a country so extensive and flourishing should feel
much from a question so impertinently foolish,
I could not have believed, had I not observed
their eagerness to be considered as descendants

from the non-conformists. Were I permitted to
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pursue the metaphor, I would say, that the Ame-
ricans have not allowed their ornaments to rust,
but have kept them bright and furbished ; al-
though the .iubstance of which they were ori-
ginally fabricated has not, from the alchemy of
education and sound principles, been converted
into gold. :

I was told that a person in the States, who
is dissatisfied with his surname, can easily have it
changed to another more suitable to his taste and
inclinations. It was a subject of discussion some-
times, and the information I obtained was this,
that a person on taking‘ up his citizénship, needs
only go to a particular office appropriated to this
purpose, and having selected another appellation,
get it registered as his family cognomen, whereby
he and his children may be designated afterwards.
This, if true, must render the genealogies of
families extremely difficult to trace; yet I must
confess that it is very accommodating to persons of

dubious character, to whom a change of surname

must be a great consideration. I never loved my

musical name, and the next time I voyage to the

States I may choose to have it altered.

P
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The frequency of ‘“#re! fire!” being called
through the streets, at first alarmed us; yet
natives, and emigrants of longer residence than we,

* were but little apprehensive—custom had recon-

ciled them to the hazard of burnings.  No day or
night, however, appeared to elapse without either
a fire, or the rumour of one. I myself was present

at several, one of which was a church, which fad

_ignited from a stove-pipe. One regulation re-

specting fire-engines is, that a person from the
house of every citizen is required to attend, the

Jooment a fire-bell rings, in order to work the

. engines. Foreigners, not naturalized, are ex-

~ empted. The engines appeared well served, and .

under proper management, although some of the
pipes were sadly out of order.

Fires are chiefly confined to houses built of
wood, which, from frequent conflagrations, are
fast diminishing. When a wood house, in some
districts of the city, has been pulled down or
burnt, the city inspectors require that a house of
brick, stone, or marble, be erected in its place. I
was told that many wood buildings, when favour-
ably situated for business, and let upon long

P i
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leases, are annually burnt down by some secret
incendiary, employed by the landlord. He finds,
in such case, that it is his interest to accomplish
this; and his tenant’s goods and stores are but
slight impediments. The value of ground lots
has, in some situations, increased so much as to
render a wood tenement a matter of no importance.
The wood house once burnt down, the tenant
finds himself obligec{ either to build a fire-proof
house, or to evacuate his lease. ~ 1n either case the
landlord is a gainer.

Ground for building is of more value, perhaps,
in New York than in London. A space, twenty-
five feet in front and one hundred deep, in the
best situations, will always realize to the -seller
from twenty to forty thousand dollars. A small
piece o%und, which possessed the advantage of
three’ﬁ‘ontages, was disposed of for no less a sum
than nearly one hundred and forty thousand dol-
lars.

During our outward-bound voyage we heard
much of the fine fruits gf America. Shortly after

- landing I observed Some pme-apgles exposed for
sale, and purchased four Jor a dollar. On tasting

.
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I found them destitute of the luscious flavour and
sweetness which hot-house pines possess in Eng-
land. America may boast of natural and indi-
genous fruits not found in England, except under
artificial culture, but they are hardly worth the
name. Pines grow in the West Indies only, or in
the most southern parts of the States; and al-
though they have a fine scent, yet are not more
pleasant to the palate than our garden turnips. It
would seem that the original curse denounced on
Adam is extended to every region, and verified to
every people. Without sweat and labour, in-
flicted by Heaven for disobedience, nothing in its
perfection can be enjoyed by man. His watch-
fulness and industry must every where second the
efforts of nature in bringing her productions to
maturity.

No native American, unless from absolute want,
will ever engage in the capacity of a servant.
Menial offices must all be performed by others.
To call a free-born republican a servant, would be
degradiﬁg him to the level of a slave. Our Irish
girl‘dnce told us, after hearing us speak of her as

our servant, that no other person but herself would
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allow us to consider her a servant. ¢ Bat,” said
she, ¢ you are an English clergyman, and I an
Irish girl, and you may, therefore, call me so.”
Emigrants from Great Britain and Ireland find
practically, that distress in th§ir native country
arises more from excess of population than excess
of tithes and taxes. Wages in New York a few
years ago were double of what they are now; in
addition to this, provisions, house-rent, and taxes,

were considerably less. Increased population has

occasioned this. Personal experience in America’

is a better refutation of fanciful theories, than
rational deductions and cool calculations formed in
_England. Yet I hope that the public burdens

will be alleviated by a moderate and judicious -

reform.

Americans complain that emigrants have injured
them, by causing redundancy of labour, increase
of house-rents, poor-rates, and prices of provisions,
and depreciation of recompense for industry.
Emigrants in America complain that they have
been enticed over by flattering statements, which
they often find deceptive and fallacious. The
English about London make the self-same com-

Lent -Va;
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plamts against the Irish which Amencans do
against the Irish and them.

The different degrees of perfection with which
work is finished in England and Amenca is, as
some workmen told me, sufficiently annoymg to
English mechanics and tradesmen. At home,
business and trades must be executed in a work-
manlike manner; there, celerity is more regarded
than excellence. A skilful workman, and one in-
differently so, will find e(iual employment and
equal pay, provided they are equally expert. The
British Consul told me, on one occasion, that the

Americans can get through more work in a given

time than the English. ¢ I employed,” said he,

‘an Englishman to furnish me with a pléiﬁ“and
estimate of something I wished to have done.
After a period of three weeks he tendered them.
Had I employed an American, both the plan and
work v_vould have been finished in a shorter time.
The American improvement on the English auger
is itself an immense saving of time and labour.”
¢ Perhaps,” said I, ¢ Americans would perform
the work fhore slightly than an Englishman.”

-
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« They would do it well enough,” was his an-
swer.

The Awmericans, in person, are generally slender,
and very active. They pass through the streets
with great agility and haste; if they perform
labour with equal dispatch, it must be rapidly
accomplished. Americans appear to possess their
full share of natural endowments. When their
civil institutions shall have been placed on a more
liberal footing, and an increase of wealth and in-
dependence shall have conferred additional leisure
for polite and elegant learning, they will doubtless
improve in the embellishinents of life, and raise

their country to a respectable rank among refined -

nations. The present generation, however, is far
behind, and improvement must be slow.

Some of the public and private buildings of
New York are handsome, but none stupendous,
far less magnificent. The white marble, which
their country furnishes in profusion, is very orna-
mental, and adds grace and beauty to their city;
yet a person acquainted with London finds nothing
peculiar in the architecture of the States, except—
wood buildings. log-houses, and shanties.
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Dr. Word, an eminent physician, and superin-

tendant of the poor-house, called upon us before

~our departure for Canada, and conveyed us in his

carriage to the place assigned for juvenile delin-
quents. Inever saw any place in better orffér, or
more conveniently managed. There is no great
severity inflicted on the culprits, the object being
rather to guard them from further contamination,
by proper instructions, moderate labour, and de-
tention from the sight and hearing of vice or lewd-
ness. The doctor afterwards conducted us to the
work-house, and poor-house, in which, during the
previous winter, twenty-five hundred paupers had
found relief and shelter. After dining with the
Doctor we all went,in a boat bélonging to the

‘establishment, to the prison on Blackwell’s Island,

through which we were shown. A plainness, a

simplicity, and a cleanliness, pervade all these

" places, which elicit the admiration of visitors.

The plan on which they are conducted is described
as admirable, by persons who are more conversant
than myself with such institutions.

The poor and outraged Indians were sometimes

spoken of as presenting an impediment to national
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improvements. It was considered as desirable
(anid desirable in American estimation means right)
to banish these aborigines from the midst of civi-
lization to the western forests. There is something
in the logic of Americans so unnatural, and so
devoid of generosity, that the mind recoils from
contemplating it.- I once ventured to question
the justice of depriving Irdians of their lands, but
was answered ¢ They had sold them.” I replied
that they had parted with them from compulsion,

and was answered ¢ They had received an equiva-
lent.” I observed, that the Indians had consi-
dered the matter differently, and had taken up
arms, and was answered ¢ The Americans pos-
sessed proof that the Indians had been instigated ;
and encouraged by the Governor of Upper Ca- i
nada.” Ireplied with warmth that such accusation :
was unfounded, and was answered by an old Ame-
rican that I had uttered a lie, and reviled their
country, and that he consequently regarded me as
no better than the dust under his feet.
The rejection by Americans of the awarded
boundary, line between their country and Canada,
was singularly defended by some. The King of
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Holland, they said, had not properly decided it,
because he wished to secure some favour from
England by an unjust decree. He had not settled
the question proposed to him, since he was only
an arbiter of boundary lines already marked out
and claimed, aud had not been authorized to draw
another, Had he even decided the question, ac-
cording to the arbitration he received, yet the
State of Maine had never consented to suffer a
partition, and would reject any sentence which
displeased itself. < I thought,” said I, ¢ that the
King of Holland had been named as arbiter, by
an act of Congress?” ¢ By the President,” I
was answered, ¢ and the delegates of a few of the
States ; but those of Maine were not parties to it.”
 Then an act of Congress,” observed I, ““‘is not
binding ?” ¢ No act of the general lggisiatiou,”
I was answered, ¢ can interfere with the internal
regulations, or the boundaries of any separate
State, since each State is free and independent.”

¢ It would appear from such reasoning,” I re-
joined; ¢ that no dependence can be securely placed
on the honour of the country, where the interests

of any State are concerned or interfered with " -
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To which this conclusive answer was returned :— 3
< If England expects Maine to surrender a portion
of its territory, she must make it a compensation.” '
Here ended the argument, and a conviction, from ;
this and other reasoning, rested on my mind, that
no treaty will bind any individual State of that
country, nor the country generally, where interest
suggests a violation. A ,
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CHAPTER IX.

JOURNEY TO NIAGARA — ACCIDENT IN A STEAM-EOAT—
ALBANY—AMERICAN TRAVELLING—MODE OF LQCATION
~—INNS§—BEAUTIFUL SCENERY-——ROADS~—TWO FEMALE
PASSENGERS—METHODIST PREACHERS—ANCIENT BANKS
OF LAKE ONTARIO——NIAGARA FALLS=——AN ECCENTRIC
ENGLISH GENTLEMAN PRECIPITATED DOWN THE CATA-
RACT—A SOLITARY FEMALE.

WitH the consul’s introduction, my letters of -

orders, and several testimonials 1 had lately ob-
tained from England, I embarked on board a
steamn-bodt for Albany, the capital of New York
State. This was on the sixteenth of April. An-
other steam-boat, of greater éower and a faster
sailer, left New York after us, and overtook us
before we had ascended the river many miles.
The captain of the steam-boat I was in, boasted
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manfully, that his was incomparably the speedier
vessel, and that he could leave the other at any
distance he chose. In short, he was only waiting
for her arrival in order to give her a fair trial, by
putting on all his steam. As she approached,
which, she did with an imposing rapidity, he
foolishly and unfairly crossed her con;rse, that he :
might hinder her from passing. This manceuvre B
he repeated, until the captain of the other per-
ceiving himself wilfully obstructed without pro- i
vocation, ordered his helmsman to direct his prow
against the broadside of his opposer. The crash
that followed was tremendous, and carried away
the railwork of half the side, as well as the boat of
our vessel. Bars of irongan inch thickness, were
bent and twisted like slender wires. A few re-

proaches of unfairness on the one hand, and a few
threats