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NEW ONTARIO
As a Field for Settlement

ADVANTAGES AND DRAWBACKS.

O PORTION of the American continent offers greater advantages to

the settler who with little or no capital desires to establish himself and
Embracing a total land area of 219,650 miles or 140,516,000 acres, lying

attain a comiortable independence than does the Province of Ontario.

within the great grain belt of North America, endowed with magnificent
natural resources in the fertility of its soil, the wealth of its mineral deposits
and the value of its timber, and possessing a climate eminently healthful and
bracing. Ontario ranks as the most progressive and advanced agricultural com-
munity in America, Indisputable evidence of her superiority in this respect
was afforded at the World’s Fair in Chicago in 1893, when Ontario was ad-
judged the front place as to live stock, dairy and fruit exhibits, and stood

equal to any competing province or state in the variety and excellence of her
general farm products, The Province also maintained her supremacy in
stock-raising, dairying and horticulture in competition against the continent
at the Pan-American Exhibition n 1901. To-day there is no division of the
continent that produces in such perfection and variety the grains, grasses, roots,
fruits and live stock to be found on the farms in Ontario The natural energy,
industry and intelligence of the people are unsurpassed elsewhere and the
advantages of the soil and climate have been supplemented by the adoption
of the most advanced scientific methods of agriculture. For many years the
government of the Province has devoted special attention to the encourage-
ment of agriculture in all its branches, in which they have been heartily sup-
ported by the Legislature. The liberal appropriations of public money made
for this purpose have placed within the reach of the farming community the
latest results of scientific research and invesgigation in relation to practical
agriculture.  The total amount expended by the Government for the encour-
agement of agriculture during 31 years including the appropriations for 1902
reaches a total of $3.431,057. One of the principal functions of the Department
of Agriculture is to regulate these expenditures with a view of securing the
hest returns in raising the standard of agriculture in all its branches,
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NEW ONTARIO.

ONTARIO AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE.

The Ontario Agricultural College and Experimental Farm situated near
Guelph is designed to meet the requirements of young men who intend to
follow farming as a business. It provides an advanced course of instruction
giving the students the advantage of the most recent scientific researches and
experiments bearing upon agriculture. It ranks as the leading purely agricul-
tural college on the continent and its accommodation and equipment have been
considerably extended in recent years, the teaching staff now comprising twenty
professors and instructors. The farm in connection with the College is man-
aged partly as an object lesson in practical farming to the students and partly
as an experiment station, about 50 acres being devoted to the latter purpose.
The professors, in addition to their teaching work, are required to conduct
original investigations. The experiments carried on have been of sreat ad-
vantage to the agricultural interests of the Province, having re d in the
introduction of several new and highly profitable varieties of grain, especially
the Siberian oat and Mandscheuri barley. It is estimated that the gain to the
Province through the introduction of the Siberian oat is at least one million
dollars annually, while the increased profit from Mandscheuri barley is even
greater. It will be seen therefore that the $50,000 annually expended on the
College and Experimental Farm has been repaid many times over. The re-
sults of the experiments and investigations are circulated broadcast in bulletins
and reports, The Ontario Department of Agriculture issues annually about
twenty reports and a dozen or more bulletins, which are given wide circulation
among the 175000 farmers of the Province.

EXPERIMENTAL UNION.

. . . ’
An organization embracing some 3,000 farmers under the name of the On-

tario Experimental Union has been established in connection with the Ex-
perimental Department of the College, the members of which conduct experi-
ments with fruits and cereals upon their own farms, the results being carefully
noted and reported. Through the operations of this body improved varieties
of grains, roots and other products are constantly being introduced. A some-
what similar work is performed in the interests of fruit growers at the thirteen
Fruit Experiment Stations which have been established at points scattered
throughout the Province

FARMERS' INSTITUTES.

The Farmers’ Institutes with a membership of upwards of 25,000 enable the
farmers in each locality to avail themselves of the experience of the best in-
formed practical men in the various departments of agriculture. At the meet-
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| ings of the Institute addresses are delivered and discussions held, the results of
| which are of great value in keeping the members informed as to the latest de-
velopments in agricultural science and most profitable processes. In 1902,
791 meetings were held with a total attendance of 47,642 Women’s Institutes
| have latterly been established as a branch of the system, at which the farmers’
| wives and daughters discuss improved housekeeping methods and such branches
of general farm industry as butter-making and poultry raising. The appro-
priation by the Legislature in aid of Farmers’ Institutes is about $10,000.

AGRICULTURAL SOCIETIES.

One-third of the expenditure of the Province for the improvement of Agri-

*  culture is devoted to the Agricultural and Horticultural Societies which receive

grants amounting to $77,000 in aid of their annual fairs, No institutions have

| done more for the education of the farming community and the maintenance

of high standards of excellence than the agricultural fairs at which visitors

have an opportunity to familiarize themselves with the best and most profit-

able varieties of live stock and grains and the newest systems and processes.

The liberal financial aid extended by the Province has alone rendered it possible
to maintain them in many parts of the country,

ORGANIZED FARM INDUSTRIES.

Another agency working on a somewhat different plan of action which has
received substantial aid from the public treasury is the associations comprising
those interested in special lines in connection with farming. The Dairymen’s,

| Fruit Growers, Live Stock and other associations, which draw annually some
| $22,n00, hold annual conventions at which all phases of the special branch re-
presented are considered and the members enabled to keep in touch with each
other and take action to promote their common interests. An Example of
| the progressive and valuable character of the work accomplished is afforded
by the high degree of excellence attained by Canadian cheese and the place it
has obtained among the staple exports of Ontario. This is mainly due to
what has been achieved by the Dairymen’s Associations combined with the in-
strictions given at the Govern.aent Schools of Dairying. The value of the
preduct in 1902 was $14,800,000. The same influences are rapidly improving
the quality and increasing the demand for Ontario butter.

LIVE STOCK ASSOCIATIONS

The Live Stock Associations have been consolidated under a general
Superintendent and have become a powerful influence for the development of
| the stock raising and exporting industry, Under their auspices the Provincial
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Winter Fair at Guelph has been authorized, the special feature of which is
the display of the best types of live stock from the standpoint of excellence and
adaptation to the requirements of consumers. Lectures are delivered by ex-
perts on feeding, management and the preparation of carcasses for market, the

wals on exhibition supplying object lessons, the visitor in this way being
able to receive more detailed practical information as to the requirements
of the market and how to meet them, than he could receive in any other man-
ner. The value of this work has been widely recognized and the fair has at-
tained widespread popularity. A system of sales by public auction of breed-
ing stock has been established by these associations. Orders from all parts
oi the Dominion are filled by the Superintendent and car loads of stock are
collected and shipped to the west to be disposed of. The system is a great
advantage to the small breeder by the facilities it affords for the disposal of
his surplus stock.

Not the least important and useful feature of these extensive and varied
undertakings for the improvement of agricultural conditions is the distribution
oi reports embodying the most valuable and practical information elicited by
the proceedings of these bodies which are circulated widely among the farmers
by the Department oi Agriculture. Some 200,000 copies of the reports of
the associations are distributed every year in addition to statistics and literature
dealing with agriculture or topics intimately connected with the farming in-
terest,

The latest returns of the Ontario Department of Agriculture for 1901 show
that the assessed farm lands of the Province comprise a total of 23,727,010 acres,
of which 13,570,229 are cleared and under cultivation. In the same year the
total value of the farm lands of the Province amounted to $604,860,063, while
the value of all farm property, including land, buildings, implements and live
stock, amounted to $1,044,204,332, being an average of $44.04 for each acre
under occupation

MIXED FARMING,

During the last generation the Province has witnessed a complete revelu-
tion in agricultural methods and processes—largely owing to the educational
work carried on by the Government. This has resulted in the substitution of
mixed farming for the system of raising little else besides grain, which was
formerly general. The advantages of the change are obvious from every point
of view. When the farmer places his sole or main dependence upon the wheat
crop the failure of the harvest for a single season entails severe hardship if
not absolute ruin. With mixed farming in operation, the loss of a season’s
grain crop is much less heavily felt, as there are other sources of income in
stock and dairy produce. In addition to this consideration, mixed farming
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on a stock-raising basis contributes greatly to maintaining the fertility of the
soil, which is rapidly impoverished by successive grain crops unless its pro-
ductiveness is renewed by lavish manuring.

The great amount of attention now devoted to stock-raising and dairy
production has given a great impetus to the prosperity of Ontario farming,
despite the decrease of prices which has affected agriculture throughout the
world. Other branches which have made specially noteworthy progress are
fruit-growing and poultry-raising, which have materially increased the farm-
er's sources of income and enlarged the sum total of agricultural production.
The character of the soil and climate of Ontario are admirably adapted for
mixed farming. All kinds of stock and poultry thrive well with proper care,
and the greater attention now devoted to breeding and the choice of the best
varieties has been abundantly rewarded by the position now held by the horses,
cattle, sheep, swine and poultry of the Province and their various products in
the markets of Britain and the United States,

FRUIT GROWING.

In fruit all varieties which flourish in the temperate zone are successfully
grown in profusion in the open air. Ontario carried off the honors for the
excellence and comprehensiveness of her fruit display at the World’s Fair in
1893, where the superior quality and great variety of the horticultural products
shown excited the surprise and admiration of numbers of visitors who had im-
agined Canada to be an inhospitable region of almost perpetual frost. In 1900
the area in Ontario under cultivation as orchards and garden was 356,251
aercs—as vineyards 14,028 acres. The number of apple trees of bearing age
was 7,024,800 and of young trees 3,446,004 In addition to apples, which are
grown in all the settled parts of the Proviace, pears, plums, cherries and

peaches aee grown with great success in different sections, Grapes yield
abundant crops, and the open air vineyards are very extensive,

ONTARIO AT THE PAN-AMERICAN.

A conclusive proof of the leading positions held by Ontario in agriculture
—Jlargely as a direct result of the liberal outlays made by the Legislature for
scientific investigation and practical instruction—is afforded by the superiority
in quality and excellence of the exhibits sent from the Province to the Pan-
American Exposition at Buffalo in 1901 as shown by the awards of prizes. In
cattle the entries were : Ontario, 174 ; United States, 546 ; prizes, Ontario,
$1,738 ; United States, $4,368. In addition Ontario took six medals and sweep-
stakes and the United States nine,

In sheep the entries were : Ontario, 344 ; U. S, 461 ; prizes, Ontario, $1,743;
U. S, $1,365. Ontario took five medals and sweepstakes and the United States
seven,
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In swine Ontario entered 121 animals and took $447 in prizes ; the United
States with 136 entries obtained $165 in prizes. Ontario was also awarded
four other medals and the United States one.

In horses Ontario captured $750 in prizes as compared with $8s7 which
went to American exhibitors. The medal for the best mare of any breed and
two other medals came to the Province.

In poultry Ontario entered approximately 1,000 birds and took $1,100 in
prizes. The United States entries numbered about 2,000 and carried off priees
amounting to $1,200,

SUMMARY OF PRIZES.

Ontario. | United States, ’

- | |

o | 8173840 | 4,308 40 E

5.0 <ok | s 2 et b AT s AR DA 1,743 75 1,364 62 |

PO o v TR PR SAT Y B REAR 47 50 165 00 ‘

Horses I R O LD 750 00 857 60 |

Poultry ... Mo RN s A eis n A R LSRR Mt 1,100 00 | 1,200 00 |

. B e | e |

Sweepstakes ( Medals ). | | {

Cattle...... PSRN " 9 i

Sheep 6 ] |
e Ty R o AR B JON | 4 1
| Horses . .. N s onay sl 3 1

L 19 o _I'D |

In horticulture the Ontario exhibits received the gold medal for general
display of fruits of superior excellence. New York State excelled in the num-
ber of varieties of fruit shown, but Ontario stood first in quality, and far in
advance in the number of prizes received of any other State obtaining awards
for all classes of fruits.

In dairying Ontario took the leading place, the cheese exhibit receiving
the only gold medal awarded for cheese and the butter display being excelled
only by the New York and Wisconsin exhibits,

The entry of honey from Ontario was awarded the only gold medal given
for this product.
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‘I The following table for the year 1900 gives the average yield in bushels per
! acre of the principal cereals grown in Ontario, as compared with that of the
[ leading gn.in-producing States of the American Union,

i

|

| Province or State. * Fall Wheat, Spring Wheat, | Barley. ' Oats.
: T 2wy | 184 | 293 | 34
! New York ... r 17.7 B .| 22 27.9
| Pennsylvania.... ......... ‘ 13.5 AP 311
! Ohio. . ‘ 6. g we— i 38,
| : i
Michigan 7.6 TR 23.9 36.7
Indiana ..... o ‘ 5.3 | . ! 246 | 327
Tilinois . | 13. .| 256 | 38
Wisconsin ....... ‘ 15.5 . 255 | 32
Minnesota ’ 10.56 ‘ 22.4 25.2
lows ..ocovse e o ‘ 15.6 2.4 | 34
Missouri ... . . 12.5 ' 208 | 274
Kansas . . } 17.7 e 215 | 818
Nebraska - ‘ [ 12, 176 | 218
Dakota, North ........cc00 . o 4.9 | 8.2 10.3
% Dakota, South s T 6.6 | 143 21.5
California 3 Y Loosevns canes . 16.7 24.6

The facts and figures which have been given indicate suificiently the pros-
perons condition of the farmers of Ontario, the productive characier of the
soil, the enterprise and industry of the people, and the splendid opportunities
which await the settler who comes to the country with a determination to do
his part by energetic work and careful management in developing the newer

i regions which yet remain to be opened up, and offer to healthy and industrious
- pioneers better and richer inducements than those presented in the earlier days.
n The fertility of the American prairie States and the Canadian North West has
Is been proclaimed the world over and has attracted millions of emigrants, whose

labor has been fairly rewarded. But when the test of practical experience is
applied it has been abundantly proved that there is no locality in the prairie
States, famous as they are ior grain production, which is equal in point of fer-
tility to the Province of Ontario. Comparative tables covering a series of
years have been compiled from official statistics which show that as regards the
leading grain products the average yield per acre in Ontario is in excess of
that for the adjoining States.

—




10 NEW ONTARIO.
“OLD"” ONTARIO.

The settled and cultivated portion of Ontario comprises a comparatively
small proportion of its entire area, being almost confined to the southern divis-
jon of the Province lying north of the St. Lawrence River and Lakes Ontario
and Erie. The remainder of the country to the north and west of Lake
Nipissing and the French River, known as New Ontario, a region of vast ex-
tent and rich in all the natural wealth and raw material requisite for the build-
ing up of a great and populous community is as yet but sparsely settled in some
localities, while immense areas remain entirely uninhabited. In the develop-
ment of the country hitherto the lumberman has been the pioneer of settlement.
The older portion of Ontario was originally covered with dense forests which
vielded valuable timber. As the country was cleared by lumbering operations,
the settler followed. The employment oifered in the lumbering camps fre-
quently afforded him the means of subsistence until he could clear a portion
of his farm and raise his first crop, and when his land became productive the
demands of the lumberman provided him with a local market for his produce.
Towns and villages sprang up as lumbering centres, and farming industry in
the neighborhood became remunerative. The men attracted by the emplo:<
ment to be had in the shanties or at the saw mills frequently took up land and
became farmers.  So long as the soil, stripped of its pine timber by the oper-
ations of the lumberman, was of an arable character, the two industries ad-
vanced hand-in-hand, and flourishing settlements were built up wherever the
forest was cleared away.

As lumbering operations were extended northward, however, an eievated
table land of rugged and broken character was reached that formed the sources
of many of the important rivers and streams of the Province, a land of lakes
and creeks and rivers, a sportman’s paradise, the home of the beaver, the deer
and the lordly moose, but a land ill-suited for general agriculture except mn
comparatively limited areas of a few townships together, From this table land
rivers flow in different directions, and it is a wise provision for the industrial
future of the Province that this belt should be kept in forest, except in the fer-
tile areas referred to where the land is now being settled.

North of this table land lies a vast region only partially explored but
ficiently so to afford the knowledge that the fertile agricultural part of it is
of great extent and capable of supporting a very large population, Extensive
explorations undertaken by the Provincial Government in 1900 resulted in the
location of large areas of excellent arable land amounting in all to apwards
of sixteen million acres, which will before long be available for settlement with
the opening of railway communication.

From time to time townships containing good land are surveyed and open-
ed for settlement in different parts of the Province. These districts have been
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selected with a view to their adaptability for farming purposes, case of access
by rail or steamboat, proximity to centres of industrial development or other
causes, and to these various districts settlers are now invited under terms and
conditions to which further reference is made elsewhere in this phamphlet,

NATURAL ADVANTAGES OF NEW ONTARIO.

There are several considerations to be borne in mind which will indicate
the superior claims of New Ontario as a field for colonization over any other
part of the continent. One of the most important of these is the diversity of
industries established or in the course of establishment. Although, as has
heen stated, parts of the country are unsuitable for agriculture, its mineral
wealth is destined to be one of the great sources of its future prosperity and
development. Gold has been discovered in paying quantities in the Rainy
River District at the extreme west of the territory, where a number of mines
are in active operation. Copper, silver and iron ore are found along the north
shore of Lake Superior, and extensive works for the reduction of these ores
and the carrying on of a group of industries, for which the mineral and timber
resources of the country furnish the raw material, have been established at
Sault Ste. Marie, which is rapidly becoming a flourishing manufacturing city
likely in a few years to rival in importance many long established eastern in-
dustrial centres. At Sudbury and farther to the east in the district of Nipiss-
ing are found the largest nickel deposits in the world, which are being exten-
sively worked, and here also large reduction works are established, The grow-
ing demand for nickel for a variety of purposes, more especially for armor
plating, and the scarcity with which this metal is distributed in the few coun-
tries where it has so far been discovered, is causing a very rapid development
of the localities where it is produced, and furnishes a continually increasing
source of employment to those who may setttle in the neighborhood of the
mines and smelting works. There is only one other extensive deposit of nickel
now known, that of New Caledonia.

Many parts of the country are rich in timber and the growing demand
throughout the world for paper renders extremely valuable the spruce forests
with which large areas are covered. The spruce and other pulpwood timber
growing on the portion of the territory explored in 1900 was estimated by the
exploration parties at 288,000,000 cords. For the purpose of utilizing this tim-
ber to the best advantage in the manufacture of pulp and paper, mills have been
started at several points distributed throughout the region, each of which
gives employment to a large number oi people, whose presence creates a de-
mand for all manner of supplies, and stimulates the growth of subsidiary in-
dustries. The population of New Ontario has almost doubled during the de-
cade 18901-1001,
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The building of railroads and wagon roads as an aid to settlement is being
actively carried on, creating a demand for well-paid labor, and the rapid ex-
haustion of the supply of lumber and woods of all kinds in the older portions
of the Province and in the United States, in the face of a rapidly increasing
demand, renders lumbering operations in the new districts continuously active
and profitable,

DEMAND FOR LABOR.

All these varied industries make the conditions of life for the agricultural
settler considerably easier than is usually the case in a new country, certainly
much more so than in the early days of settlement in Ontario. Hitherto al-
most the only opportunity presented to the settler in the backwoods of obtain-
ing any employment whereby he could subsist until his farm became productive,
was that offered by the lumber camps. In localities where no work of this
nature was in progress the man who took up land was obliged to provide in
advance for the maintenance of himself and family during the time he was oc-
cupied in clearing sufficient land to produce a crop, and waiting for it to ma-
ture. Few industries of any kind made their appearance until the country was
well settled and the pioneers had to look to agriculture alone as a means of
support. In many localities in New Ontario these conditions are reversed and
the mechanical industries are the first to occupy the ground as is very clearly in-
dicated by the distribution of population as recorded in the census of 1got. Of
the one hundred thousand inhabitants of New Ontario in that year upwards of
20,000 were residents of towns and villages. Everyone familiar with the dif-
ficulties of colonizing a new country can realize what a great advantage this is
to the settler without capital or the man of limited means, Many laborers who,
under ordinary conditions, would have had no opportunity of acquiring a home-
stead, simply because they could not afford to wait for a crop and leave their
families lacking bread, can obtain work in connection with some of the num-
erous industrial enterprises for a longer or shorter term, and take up a farm
in the neighborhood as soon as they have saved sufficient money to live on
until they can depend on their produce. The growing settlements afford them
a steady and remunerative market, not merely for their crops, live stock and
farm produce but for the timber, such as in former days was burned off in
order to clear the land.

As compared with the prairie lands of the West the balance is altogether
in favor of the well-timbered farms of New Ontario. Although the prairie
settler has not the labor of clearing his land, he is under the serious disability
of having to pay high prices for building materials, fencing and fuel, which
in Ontario are all to be had for the cutting, and he lacks the shelter afforded
by the surrounding woods to growing crops.
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VALUE OF SETTLERS' TIMBER.

During the last few years there has been a noticeable increase in the value
of timber other than pine. In the earlier days pine alone was marketable,
the other trees being regarded as incumbrances to be got rid of as speedily as
possible. Spruce, poplar and other trees furnishing the raw material for paper
are now in great demand and the settler having such timber upon his lot can
find steady employment in cutting and hauling these woods to the railways
or to the water front for shipment where a good price will be given for them.
Hardwood is coming very largely into use in building operations for flooring
and finishing and in furniture, and its consumption is increasing very rapidly.
In place of burning off the hardwood in huge log heaps, as used to be done
when it was not a marketable article, the settler in New Ontario in clearing
his land can in most cases sell the logs at a rate that will pay him well for
his labor.

CLIMATE,

‘ The climate of New Ontario leaves little to be desired, comparing very
| favorably with that of the Western States. The severity of the winter is
| tempered by the large areas of water, and the amount of forest covering which

intercepts the sweep of the winds. The same degree of cold which would be
| severely felt in an exposed prairie country, open to the winds from every quar-
: ter, is only pleasantly bracing in a well timbered region, where the snow re-
| mains on the ground all winter., The whirlwinds and cyclones, often attended
|‘with appalling loss of life and great destruction of property, which are fre-
| quent in the American West, are unknown in any part of Ontario. The brok-
! en and rugged nature of the land, while it lessens tlic cultivable area, ensures
:’fertilil‘y to the arable soil by preserving a constant supply of moisture, the
| evaporation from the lakes, rivers and forests resulting in frequent rains and
tempering the heat of the summer months. That the climate is conducive to
health and longevity is amply proven by the experience of old residents. The
fevers, agues, and malarial diseases which are frequently the scourge of newly-
developed districts where the land is swampy or low lying are unknown in
New Ontario. Though this country is abundantly watered the formation of
the undulating surface secures a rapid flow of the natural drainage and pre-
vents the accumulation of stagnant water or the formation of fever-breeding
marshes.

TAXATION,

Owing to the great extent of her natural wealth and the policy adopted
from the outset of conserving the public interest in the Provincial timber and

mineral resources Ontario is in the unique and fortunate position of being able
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to dispense with Provincial (or State) taxation. Not only is the ordinary
business of Government carried on from year to year without imposing any such
burden upon the people, but in addition the Government distributes annually
a very large amount in services such as in less favored countries are provided
ior by the municipalities. The amount spent on education by the Province
each year is about $750,000, the appropriation for the encouragement of agricul-
ture upwards of $200,000, and the sum devoted to hospitals and charities about
$200,000. In the newer districts the Government also exnends considerable

sums (over $106,000 in 1902) upon the construction of ~oads, which
have greatly facilitated settlement. Other appropriations 2 .na2'! sums are
made towards desirable public objects, the cost of whi-* | Communities
would be wholly met by the local taxpayer. Under the 1 stem of the
Dominion the expenses of Prvoincial Government are =ar. svide® for by

a subsidy from the Dominion Government, which in the case of Ontario is
largely supplemented by the revenue received from Crown Lands, timber and
minerals. The policy of returning to the people so much of their income as
is not required for the purposes of administration, in the form of grants for
public services and requirements of a local character, tends to lighten consider-
ably the pressure of municipal taxation, This is a matter which ought not
to be lost sight of by the intending settler, as in some parts of the Continent
where glowing inducements in the way of natural advantages are held out, these
ure more than offset by the high rate of taxation,

The various agricultural districts now offered for settlement in Ontario are
separated, extending with intervals clear across the Province, from West to
Fast.  All these districts are served by railways except Temiskaming and a
road connecting this district with the railway system south is now in course
oi construction by the Provincial Government, and is expected to be in oper-
ation this vear (1903).

RAINY RIVER VALLEY.

Beginning on_the West near the boundary of Manitoba and lying along-
side the State of Minnesota, is the Rainy River Valley contiguous to the gold
mines of the Lake of the Woods and Seine River districts. This is a block
of very rich land, though limited in area, containing about 1,000,000 acres, The
valley is traversed by the Canadian Northern Railway by which it can be
reached from Port Arthur on the East and from Winnipeg, Emerson, Man.,
and Pembina, N.D., on the West. It is also accessible by steamer from Rat
Portage, on the Canadian Pacific Railway, across the Lake of the Woods and
up the Rainy River. The soil of the Rainy River Valley is very rich, consist-
ing of alluvial clay overlaid with a top soil of black loam to a depth of severa!
feet in some places. Tt is free from rocks and loose stones are rare, The

i s il
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timber is mixed hardwoods and evergreens, for which there is a good market,
The land is disposed of in 160-acre lots—or quarter sections—as free grants
subject to settlement duties.

WABIGOON.

About 113 miles east of Manitoba on the Canadian Pacific Railway a num-
ber of townships have been surveyed, called the Wabigoon settlement. There
are about 250,000 acres of good land in the townships already surveyed in this

lock and there is already a thriving settlement with two villages, Dryden and
Wabigoon. Explorations in 1900 revealed the fact that this block of good land
extends north, forming an agricultural area of millions of acres in extent. In
order to demonstrate the possibilities of the soil in this district a pioneer farm
was established by the Government of the Province with excellent results. The
timber here is not large and is mainly used ior railway ties and fuel. There are
special cordwood rates by rail making a profitable market in Winnipeg. The
land here is for sale at 50 cents per acre, subject to settlement conditions, in
160 acre lots. The soil is clay and remarkably free from stones.

THUNDER BAY.

Farther east on the shore of Lake Superior, surrounding the large towns
of Port Arthur and Fort William, occurs the Thunder Bay district, including
the Valleys of the Slate and Whitefish Rivers to the south and west, and Dor-
ion township on the east, This district contains much broken land, yet there
is considerable first-class farming land still open for settlement, and the splen-
did market for farm produce and wood products, as well as for labor, make it
a very desirable location for settlers.

Fort William is a divisional point on the C.P.R. where are located im-
mense grain elevators for the storage of the grain of the west, brought in by
rail and taken east from this point by water.

Port Arthur is the eastern terminus of the Canadian Northern Railway and
its branch line, the Port Arthur, Duluth and Western. Another railway line,
the Thunder Bay, Nepigon and St. Joe, is projected to run north and east from
Port Arthur to tap the extensive agricultural belt to the north.

There are 100,000 acres of arable land yet in this district offered as free
grants in 160 acre lots. There is also considerable good land in private hands

that is for sale

ALGOMA.

East of Port Arthur the C.P.R. passes around the north shore of Lake
Superior through a country splendid in its rugged grandeur of mountain and
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lake, but uninteresting from a farmer's point of view, for a distance of over
three hundred miles. Rocky as this country appears along the C.P.R. we know
there is rich farming land north of the line, but there are no good agricultural
districts along the railway till we approach Sudbury. The first surveyed
township along the line is that of Moncrieff, west of Sudbury about 40 miles.
At Sudbury the St. Paul, Minneapolis and Sault Ste. Marie branch of the
C.P.R. leaves the main line and this line until it reaches Sault Ste. Marie passes
through a well watered, broken and rocky country, but a country in which there
are many splendid farms and prosperous farmers, destined to be the home of
a great stock-raising and dairying district. This district is known as East
Algoma. Its principal town is Sault Ste. Marie, where are located the great
Clergue industries. There are several other thriving towns and villages through
the district, including Garden River, Desbarats, Bruce Mines, Thessalon, Span-
ish Station, Walford, Massey, Webbwood, ete.

Extensive lumbering operations are being carried on in this district. An-
other large wood pulp industry besides the one at Sault Ste Marie is pro-
posed at Webbwood on the Spanish River. The Algoma Central Railway
is now building from Sault Ste, Marie north to the main line of the C. P. R.,
and will open up an extensive tract of new, unsurveyed country. This terri-
tory will also be served by the Manitoulin and North Shore Railway, which
runs through it from East to West.

The land in this district is for sale at 50 cents per acre.

NIPISSING.

A short distance east of Sudbury begins the district of Nipissing, which
conta'ns probably the largest area of good land surveyed and ready for settle-
ment to be found in any of the Northern Districts at present. It comprises
two districts, that along the C. P. R. and that to the north at the head of
Lake Temiskaming.

Southwestern Nipissing is a rolling clay land somewhat broken like
Algoma, but containing large areas of splendid land.

At Markstay, Warren, Verner and elsewhere are thriving settlements,
and besides Sudbury, with its great nickel industries, are Sturgeon Falls, North
Bay and Mattawa, all progressive and thriving towns. It is difficult to give
even an approximate estimate of the area of good land in the district. Many
of the surveyed townships are under timber license, and a very large amount
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oi pine is still standing in the distrs . where extensive lumbering opera-
tions are being carried on.

Between the agricultural lands in the southern part of Nipissing and the
Montreal River occurs a large atract of land, containing great wealth in
timber and minerals, gold, nickel, copper and iron, but unsuited for tillage.

TEMISKAMING.

North and east of the Montreal River at the head of Lake Temiskaming
lies a body of alluvial clay land free from stone, well watered, densely wooded
with spruce, cedar, tamarac, pine, poplars, birches and other woods, that
runs away to the northwest and forms the southern extremity of what
surveyors called the “great clay belt,” comprising sixteen millions of acres
of good farming land.

At present the district of Temiskaming is reached from Mattawa on the
Canadian Pacific Railway by rail and steamer, but the Provincial Govern-
ment has undertaken the construction of a railway running from North Bay
to this section, which will be completed in 1904. The land in the various lo-

calities in the District of Nipissing is for sale at 50 cents per acre, subject to
settlement duties.

Further details concerning the different districts will be given elsewhere.

While pointing out the many advantages possessed by Ontario over
other countries for pioneers it is only fair to refer to some of the disadvant-
ages and hardships incident to making a new home in a wooded country.

DRAWBACKS.

In the first place, the new settler needs to understand that his enter-
prise involves much hard, rough work for comparatively slight returns at
the outset and for some time to come. He must also be prepared to dis-
pense with many conveniences and luxuries easily obtained even by the poor
in an older community, but unprocurable in a bush settlement. The absence
of these, however, will not be noted as a marl of social inferiority, as his
neighbors in this respect will be no better off than himself. He must be
villing also to forego many social advantages and enjoyments which an 1
and thickly-settled country affords, a deprivation of which, however, will be
the less felt because his work will leave him with but little leisure for recrea-
tion. He must be alert in making the most of opportunities and seeing and

meeting difficulties, and prudent and ecc ical in the gement of his
resources. No good purpose can be served by disguising the truth that the
2L8
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life of a settler with limited means in a new district involves much struggie
and seli-sacrifice for the first few years, for which the money returns may
at first appear entirely inadequate, as compared with the current wages in
callings involving equal labor. But the man who takes up a homestead is
working for the future and the 1. .ard of his toi] is not merely subsistence
wages, but independence and a comfortable provision for life. He knows
that every acre he clears, every drain dug or fence built, though it does not
yield its immediate return in cash in hand, adds so much to the money value

of his farm, and constitutes a permanent investment of the safest and most
profitable character.

While the man who works for others receives perhaps
a larger money return, his employment is uncertain and his receipts ars
insufficient to allow him to lay up for the future, and his frequent fate is to
be thrown on the world when past middle life without prospects or resources
for his old age. The settler, on the contrary, though he may have fared hard
and toiled strenuously, sees the value of his property increasing year by
vear, as the region where he has established himself becomes more thickly
populated, and finds his condition improving with the opening of new markets
and the increase of his stock, while the farm he received as a free grant, or
on the payment of a nominal figure, has become worth several thousand dol-
lars. There is no other means whereby the man without other capital than
the power and will to labor can so readily attain a competence and a sub-
stantial position in the community as by taking up a bush farm, and there is
no part of the world where the facilities are better and the surroundings
more favorable to health, comfort and prosperity than the new districts of
Northern Ontario.

For railway rates, names of local agents, etc., address P. Byrne, Ontario
Government Agent, 7 James St.,, Liverpool England, Thos. Southworth, Di-
rector of Colonization, Toronto, or Hon. E. J. Davis, Commissioner of
Crown Lands, Toronto, Ontario, Canada.

The districts to which the Depantment of Crown Lands is more particu-
larly directing settlers, with the names and addresses of the local agents and
means of access, are as follows:—

Rainy River Valley—Land offered as free grants in lots of 160 acres.
Means of access: Canadian Pacific Railway to Rat Portage, thence by steamer
1o Rainy River, or by Canadian Northern Railway from Port Arthur or

Winnipeg. Agents : William Campbell, Stratton Station ; C. J. Hollands, Fort
Frances; William Stephenson, Emo.
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Wabigoon District—Land for sale at 30 cents per acre, under settle-
ment conditions, Means of access: Main line of the Canadian Pacific Rail-
way to Dryden. Agent: A. E. Annis, Dryden.

Thunder Bay—Land offered as free grants of 160 acres. Means of access:
C. P. R, C. N. R, or steamer to Port Arthur or Fort William, or Canadian
Northern from the West. Agent: J. F. Ruttan, Port Arthur.

Algoma.—Comprising the section along the Sault Ste. Marie branch of
he C. P. R. from Sudbury to Sault Ste. Marie. Land mainly for sale at 5o
cents per acre. Means of access: Sault Ste. Marie branch of the Canadian
Pacific Railway or boat. Agents: D. M. Brodie, Massey Station; H. N,
Young, Sault Ste. Marie; Thos. Buchanan, Thessalon.

West Nipissing.—Comprising the district from Sudbury to Sturgeon Falls
on the main line of the Canadian Pacific Railway. Land for sale at 50 cents
per acre. Means of access: Rail by C. P. R. Agents: T. J. Ryan, Sudbury;
J. D. Cockburn, Sturgeon Falls; Alex. Hamilton, Warren,

Temiskaming District—Land for sale at 3o cents per acre. Means of
aceess: By Canadian Pacific Railway and branch line to Temiskaming station,
thence by steamer up Lake Temiskaming. Agent: John Armstrong, New
Liskeard.

SETTLEMENT REGULATIONS.

Agricultural lands can be obtained from the Crown in Ontario by actual
settlers only, subject to certain conditions as to improvement and residence
before the issue of the patent. There are two ways in which title can be
acquired:—

1. By purchase.

2. By free grant.

The uniform’ price of the land in those portions of New Ontario which
are thrown open for settlement by purchase is 50 cents per acre. The settle-
ment conditions to be fulfilled before the issue of patent are the same in
each case, viz.: the erection of a habitable house 16 x 20 feet at least, the
clearing of 10 per cent. of the land, and residence upon the land for at least
six months in each year for the term necessary to obtain patent. Individual
purchasers are restricted to 160 acres. There are slight differences in the
several localities, however, in the time allowed for the payment of the purs
chase money and the number of years’ residence required on the land before
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the issue of the patent, and these are shortly set forth in dealing with the
different scttlements in detail. Unpaid balances are in every case subjected to
interest at 6 per cent.

SETTLERS' RIGHTS WITH REGARD TO TIMBER.

When a lot is sold or located it immediately passes from the operation
of all timber dues paid on the pine cut on his lot after the joth of April next
however, cut free of dues such pine timber off his lot as he may require for
building or fencing purposes, and such as he may require to remove in the
course of actually clearing his land for cultivation, on which latter he has to
pay the ordinary Crown dues if he sells it. When he has been six months
in residence, has two acres cleared and house erected he is free to cut and
dispose of the timber other than pine on his land. In the case of free grant
lands in Rainy River District and all sale lands, all trees (including pine)
remaining on the land at the time of issue of the patent pass to the patentee.
In the case of free lands in the rest of the Province, the pine timber is reserved
to the Crown in the patent, but the locatee is entitled to receive 33 per cent.
of all timber dues paid on the pine cut on his lot after the 3oth of April next
following the issue of his patent. This is not to interfere with the right of
the settler to cut such pine as he may require for building.




on
:xt
lor

RAINY RIVER VALLEY
A Million Acre Tract of Fertile Land

HE Rainy River Valley is a very extensive and promising agricultural
settlement in the Western portion of New Ontario. It comprises a
tract of extremely fertile land situated in the southwest of the Rainy
River District, which takes its name from the river forming the south-

ern houndary separating it from the State of Minnesota. The district covers
an area of about 22,500 square miles, extending westward to the Lake of the
Waoods and the Province of Manitoba, the greater nortion of which is better
adapted for the mining and lumbering industries than for cultivation. The
Rainy River Valley runs along the north shore of the Rainy River, between
the Lake of the Woods and Fort Frances, a distance of some eighty miles,
cxtending back from the river front from fifteen to twenty miles, or perhaps
jurther in some places. The general surface of the ground is nearly level,
but sloping gradually towards the river without any conspicuous inequalities
or broken country., It is a rich alluvial soil, varying from clay to clay and
sandy loam, easily worked and very productive. Some distance back from
the river the soil is superior in quality to that at the water front, though
some stone is found inland, from which the land adjoining the river is quite
iree. Occasional swamps are encountered, timbered with cedar, spruce and
tumarae, but they are all dry in summer, and can be rendered fit for the plow
by surface drainage, as they are considerably higher than the river level
Ihe tract is interspersed with frequent small creeks and streams, providing
an outlet for surface water and rendering easy drainage by means of ditches.
I'ownships have been surveyed for settelement and are now open, contain-
mg about 600,000 acres. How much of the unsurveyed land is suitable for
rgricultural purposes is not yet determined, but it is believed that further
exploration may disclose considerably more rich farming land in the district,
in addition to much now known to be fertile.

[21]
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FERTILITY OF THE SOIL.

The luxuriance of the natural vegetation found in the Rainy River Valley
is evidence of the great fertility and richness of the soil. Wherever the
country has been fire-swept and the timber destroyed it displays a rank
growth of wild clover. Native grasses, peas and vetches flourish abundant-
1y, and wild fruits grow in profusion. All the grain and grass crops pro-
duced in older Ontario, including fall and spring wheat, barley, peas, oats, etc.,
do well, and field and garden vegetables yield heavily. Hay always yields an
abundant crop and clover attains a very vigorous growth, in some instances
yielding three tons to the acre several years after seeding. An equally im-
portant point in regard to clover is the practical certainty of the catch,
which very rarely fails. Clover being such a leading factor in the system of
mixed farming, the reliance which in any ordinary circumstances can be
placed on this crop year after year, is one of the strongest points in favor
of the Rainy River Valley. Crops mature very rapidly. Barley can be sown
as late as the middle of July upon new ground, with good results.

TIMBER.

The land is for the most part covered with timber, much of which is
commercially valuable, and can be disposed of by the settler. In addition to
pine, which is found scattered among the other trees, poplar, tamarac, spruce,
balsam, cedar and birch are common, with oak, elm, ash and soft maple

trees in fewer numbers. Lumbering operations are carried on extensively on
Rainy River and Lake of the Woods, and from six to eight hundred men

are employed in the lumber camps during the winter season. Men and horses
are in active demand in the lumber camps. Good men receive $1 to $1.50
per day, with their board. Teamsters with teams get from $2.50 to $3.50 per
day, with board and provision for their horses. The cedar, spruce, tamarac
and hard woods growing on the lands taken up by settlers readily find a
market. The settlers receive 45c for telegraph poles twenty-five feet long;
16¢ each for railway ties, cribbed; sc each for fence posts, cribbed, and from
$1.50 to $1.70 per cord for wood (fuel). The latter is usually bought by
steamboats,

Clearing is an arduous undertaking in some localities, where the lani
is heavily timbered and low-lying, but in many places the land has been
burned over, which renders the task much easier. Fencing and building ma-
terial are easily obtained. :
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WATER SUPPLY.

Few localities outside of Ontario are so well supplied with water through-
out the entire year as the Rainy River Valley. The number of streams
and water-courses traversing its area has already been referred to. The
comparatively level conformation of the country, and the fact that so much of
it remains in timber, prevents it being too rapidly drained of moisture. Ex-
cellent water is procurable everywhere by sinking wells at a depth of from
eight to twenty-five feet. The settlement is entirely free from droughts.

CLIMATE.

[here is no particular significance in the name “Rainy River,” which may
perhaps convey to some an entirely erroneous impression as to the climate.
The rainfall does not noticeably exceed that of other parts of the country ia
duration or volume. The climate is similar to that which prevails in the
Lake Ontario region, with the exception that the winter is slightly colder
and considerably dryer and more even. The air is clear and bracing, and
there is usually abundant snow to make good sieighing from December to
March, without the intervals of soft, damp weather which frequently occur
in the east. The snow generally remains on the ground until spring has
fairly set in. The warmth of the summer is tempered by the coolness which
prevails at night, accompanied by heavy dews. The season is long enough to
allow corn to fully mature, and melons and tomatoes can be successiully

grown. Oats sown in the middle of June have ripened before the frost set
in, and plowing usually continues until the latter part of November. The
summer frosts that render the returns of farming so uncertain in Manitoba
and the Northwest are unknown. Most settlers regard the climate as on the
whole pleasant and more satisfactory than that of Southern Ontario, on ac-
count of the unbroken winter and the absence of parching heat and drought
in the summer.

PROGRESS OF SETTLEMENT.

The attractions offered by the Rainy River Valley, the richness of the soil,
and the case with which remunerative labor can be obtained have resulted
in a large influx of settlers during the last few years. Although it is only
recently that people have come in large numbers, some of the land was taken
up as early as 1874, The older arrivals have generally prospered, as shown
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by the appearance of their homesteads, with commodious and well-built houses
and barns, extensive and cleanly tilled fields and fine stock. Many settlers
have come from the northwestern States, Manitoba and the Canadian North-
west, owing to the advantages offered by a well-wooded and watered country,
as compared with prairie land. On the river front the land is all under
occupation, and in some parts settlement extends for miles inland.

The town of Fort Frances is the commergial centre and distributing point
of the settlement. It is situated at the head of Rainy River where it receives
the waters of Rainy Lake. Fort Frances was a post of the Hudson's Bay
Co. The Dominion Government in 1875 surveyed the town plot, the name
of Alberton being given to the place, though it is customarily known by its
more ancient title. Of late years the progress of settlement has con-
isderably stimulated its growth. It has three hotels, a large number of
stores, a fine and commodious school building and Roman Catholic, Angli-
can, Methodist and Presbyterian places of worship, in addition to a Baptist
mission. It has also a newspaper, Fort Frances is an excellent market for
all kinds of farm produce, which is in great demand for the supply of the
mining and lumbering camps in the neighborhood. At Big Forks, a village
on the Rainy River, about sixteen miles below Fort Frances, a flour mill
with a capacity of fifty bar-:ls a day is in operation. Further down the river
is the village of Emo, with two saw mills, a grist mill and severa] stores and
workshops. The village of Barwick has two general stores and other cone
veniences. i i

Another growing local centre is the village of Boucherville, formerly
known as Rainy River, and at other points small hamlets are growing up which
will increase in size and importance with the progress of settlement and
the development of new commercial and industrial needs. But the settlsrs
find extensive markets in communities lying outside of the Rainy River
Valley, though near its vicinity.

Rat Portage, the principal town and judicial and administrative centre
of the district, with a population of 5202, owes its growth and prosperity
to the commanding position it occupies at the northern extremity and out-
let oi the Lake of the Woods, where the enormous water power gives it special
advantages as a manufacturing point. It is situated on the main line of the

Canadian Pacific Railway, of which it is a divisional point, and is distant
1,154 miles west of Toronto and 130 miles east of Winnipeg. In the early
days Rat Portage was a trading post of the Hudson’s Bay Company, and im
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1876 the construction camps of the Canadian Pacific Railway were located
in the neighborhood and the nucleus of a permanent settlement formed. The
principal industries carried on in the neighborhood are gold mining, lumber-
ing, flour milling and fishing, Rat Portage being the port of export for the
products of the surrounding region. A large quantity of the fish with which
the lake and its tributaries abound are shipped to the United States. Some
z00 men find employment in the fisheries, a special feature of this industry
heing the sturgeon fishing. This fish is much valued in Europe on account
of the caviare prepared from its roe, which is esteemed a great delicacy.
I'he Lake of the Woods produces the larger proportion of the caviare supply
oi the world.

MANUFACTURING INDUSTRIES.

The lumber and timber supplies of Manitoba, which are largely drawn irom
the Rainy River district, are forwarded from this point. The Ontario and
Western Lumber Company own six saw mills and six planing mills in the
neighborhood tributary to Rat Portage, all of which are lighted by elec-
tricity, furnishing employment to four or five hundred men. In addition to
the magnificent water power furnished by the Lake of the Woods, the falls
f the west branch of the Winnipeg River, situated within two miles of the
centre of the town furnish another source of supply. They are capable
of generating a force of 30,000 horse power, and will shortly be utilized for
this purpose,

The town of Keewatin, situated near Rat Portage, of which it is prac-
tically a suburb, is also the scene of extensive operations. Here there is an
immense water power, though only partially developed, and among other
industries dependent upon it is the large mill of the Keewatin Lumber Com-
pany, with a capacity of 12,000,000 feet per year. Here is also located the
largest flour mill in Canada, operated by the Lake of the Woods Milling
Company, having a capacity of 2,200 barrels per day. Their output has an
enviable reputation for its excellence, both at home and abroad. The ma-
chinery is the most powerful procurable anywhere, and is driven altogether by
water power, having a minimum capacity of 1,300 horse power. The two
large elevators ©  onnection with the mill will contain 700,000 bushels, A
custom reduction works, for separating gold and silver from the rocks, forms

an important adjunct to the mining enterprises carried on in the neighbor-
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hood, and an assistance in developing the smaller properties and those of
less assured value. The population of Keewatin is about 1,500 and is rapidly
increasing.

The establishment of so many important manufacturing and mechanical
industries renders it easy for skilled and unskilled labor to obtain employ-
ment. Good workmen are always in demand. School teachers are much
needed, as, owing to the lack of properly certified teachers, it was found
necessary to grant permits to those of inferior qualifications.

MINERAL RESOURCES.

The mineral resources of the district, outside of the Rainy River vallsy,
include the richest and most remunerative gold mines in the province, which
have been developed during the past few years. The gold-bearing veins of
the district are of two kinds, bedded or lenticular, and true fissure veins.
The bedded veins occur in green chlorite and hornblendic schist of Huronian
age, and the fissure veins in masses of eruptive granite or gneiss, which have
pushed their way up through the Laurentian rocks or through the Huronian
themselves. In either the richest veins are usually discovered within a mile
or two of the contact of eruptive and schistose rocks. The larger proportion
of the ore is free milling, so that it can be readily extricated by the stamping
and amalgamation process, giving a quick return for a comparatively small
outlay of capital. The principal gold mining districts are Lake of the Woods,
Lower Seine, Upper Seine, Lake Manitou and the New Klondike. The Lake
of the Woods District is that tributary to Rat Portage, and is the scene
of the carliest operations for the development of gold mining in Rainy
River.

As the territory has not yet been fully explored, it is altogether likely
that as the country is opened up other areas will be found to be equally well
adapted for cultivation as the Rainy River Valley and the Wabigoon country.

WATER COMMUNICATION.

The special natural system of water communication which prevails has
done much to insure the development of the Rainy River Valley by giving
the settlers a ready means of access to the leading markets oi the district.
The most important body of water is the Lake of the Woods, which is a
beautiful sheet of water of about 107 miles in length by about 70 miles in
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width from east to west, occupying an area of some 1,600 square miles. The
shores are much broken and indented, and the lake interspersed with numerous
islands, It is fed by the Rainy River, a large navigable stream about 300
feet in width and 100 miles in length. This waterway connects with Rainy
Lake at the village of Fort Frances. A line of commodious steamers con-
nects Rat Portage on the C. P. R. with Fort Frances, and but for the
falls at this point there would be continuous navigation for a distance of
300 miles. As it is, however, another line of steamers runs east from Fort
Frances on Rainy Lake, passing Mine Centre and other important mining
centres.  In addition to the main channels of water communication there
are minor chains of lakes and rivers intersecting the country in other direc-
tions, and facilitating travel by canoe and boat.

ROADS.

|.iberal expenditures by the Government in the construction oi coloniza-
tion roads have done much to overcome the natural difficulties of road-
making arising from he character of the soil and the scarcity of stone and
gravel. About 164 miles of Government roads have so far been constructed
and the mileage is considerably increased every year, the work affording
employment to many of the settlers, who receive for their labor $1.25 per
day and board. Before long the system will afford access to every locality
where fertile land exists.

FREE GRANTS.

The general provisions of the Free Grants and Homesteads Act apply
to the townships of Rainy River Valley, but are modified by special regula-
tions. The following are the conditions in force:

The limit of a free grant is 160 acres, but the male head of a family, or
the sole icmale head of a family having a child or children under eighteen
residing with him or her, may locate for 160 acres, and may also purchase an
additional 80 acres at $1 per acre, payable one-quarter in cash and the
‘balance in thres equal annual instalments, with interest. A single male over

18 years of age, without children, may be located for 120 acres as a Free
‘Grant, and purchase an additional 8 acres at $1.00 per acre.

All Free Grants are made conditional on the performance of the follow-
ung settlement duties:
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1. To have at least 15 acres cleared and put under cultivation, of which
two acres at least are to be cleared and cultivated annually during three
years.

2. To have built a habitable house at least 16 by 20 feet in size.

3. And to have actually and continuously resided upon and cultivated the
land for three years after location.

In case a locatee purchases an additional 8 acres he must clear and
cultivate 15 acres of the same within three years. Patents may issue at
the expiration of three years from the date of purchase. The pine timber
and minerals on the land are reserved when lands are located. The locatee
may cut and use such pine timber as he requires for building and fencing on
his land, and he may also cut and dispose of any pine required to be removed
in the process of clearing; but must pay Crown dues on pine so disposed
of. All timber remaining on the land at the time the patent is issued be-
comes the property of the patentee,

AGENTS FOR THE SALE AND LOCATION OF LAND.

The following are the Crown Lands Agents for the Rainy River Valley:

William Campbell, Boucherville P, O., for the townships of Atwood, Cur-
ran, Blue, Dilke Morley, Nelles, Pattullo, Roseberry, Shenstone, Tait, Me-
Crosson, Spohn, Sifton, Sutherland, Pratt and Worthington,

William Stephenson, Emo P. O, for the townships of Aylesworth, Bar-
wick, Burriss, Carpenter, Crozier, Devlin, Dobie, Lash, Roddick, Woodyatt,
Mather, Kingsford., Miscampbell.

C. J. Hollands, Fort Frances P. O,, is agent for the sale of lands in Me-

Irvine township and the Government town plot of Alberton (Fort Frances).
MEANS OF ACCESS.

The recent construction of the Canadian Northern Railway, which travers-
es the settlement has made it readily accessible by rail both irom Port Arthur
on the east and Winnipeg, Emerson, Man., and Pembina, N.D,, on the west.
The opening up of this line has given a great impetus to colonization and in-
creased the opportunities of marketing to good advantage the timber and
pulp wood removed in clearing the lands. The settlement is also reached
by steamer irom Rat Portage by way of the Lake of the Woods and Rainy
Lake.

i i o
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COST OF TRANSPORTATION.

A special all-rail passenger rate from all points in old Ontario has been
arranged, being $16 to Port Arthur, and can be obtained by actual land
seckers on application to the Director of Colonization, Toronto. A special
colonization rate of one cent per mile from Port Arthur to points on the
Canadian Northern can be obtained by intending settlers by procuring a
certificate from the Director of Colonization, Toronto, or from R. A. Bur-
riss, Dominion Immigration Agent at Port Arthur. This special rate also
applies from Pembina, North Dakota and Emerson, Man.




The Wabigoon Settlement
On the Canadian Pacific Railway

AKE Wabigoon is situated almost in the centre oi the Rainy River
district, and gives its name to an extensive tract of excellent agri-
cultural land on its northeastern shore, but extending considerab’;
farther north and west. The limits of this fertile area in fact have

not yet been definitely ascertained, but so far nine townships have been sur-
veyed, having a total extent of about 234,000 acres. The Canadian Pacific
Railway runs through the tract for about forty miles. The surface of the
country is for the most part of gently undulating character, and there are
few swamps or low-lying stretches. Broken and rocky areas are rarely met
with, being confined to one or two localities. In fact, there are few equally
extensive sections of the country so little broken by poor or non-cultivable
tracts to be found in any portion of Ontario.

SOIL.

The general character of the soil, which varies little throughout the set-
tlement, is a light-colored clay, changing to a rich clay loam on the lowe:
levels. The soil of the valleys is especially fertile, as evidenced by the more
luxuriant natural vegetation and the size of the timber. The clay of the
higher lands is readily friable under cultivation and yields splendid crops
but in parts displays a tendency to dryness which will need to be overcome
by the application of manure to ensure good harvests. There are practically
no boulders, or loose stones anywhere in the tract.

Much of the country has been burned over, which greatly lightens the
labor of the settler in clearing the land. Most of the land in the settlement
can be cleared and the stufips removed at a cost of five dollars per acre, ex-
cepting the land along the creek bottoms, which is more heavily timbered.
In order to obtain the best results the land should be plowed twice and

thoroughly cultivated before sowing the first crop.
[30]
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TIMBER.

The dead timber which abounds in many neighborhoods as a result of
extensive forest fires, is largely utilized as fuel. The wooded tracts remain-
ing are principally to the south, east and northeast. The more abundant
tree is the jack pine, which is in good demand for cordwood (iuel), the Win-
nipeg market drawing large supplies from the Wabigoon country. It sells
from $1.50 to $2.50 per cord, delivered at the railroad, and many settlers
dispose of their live or dead timber to advantage in this manner, The re-
maining timber comprises poplar, some spruce and occasional tamarac trees.
The poplar is usually small. The tamarac can be readily sold for railroad
ties, which bring 40 cents for a length of 12 feet and 26 cents for eight feet.
There are plenty of saw mills, at which custom sawing is done for $3 per one
thonsand feet, and where good lumber can be purchased for $12 per thousand.

CLIMATE.

The genera] characteristics of the ¢limate are much the same as already
have been described in connection with the Rainy River Valley. The winters
are continuously cold, but free from severe cutting winds, and the depth oi
snow is seldom great. There are cool nights throughout the summer with
heavy dews, and during the fall the weather is generally dry and fine. No
injury has so far been experienced from summer frosts. The soil is usually
ready for plowing about the latter part of April, while frost seldom inter-
feres with cultivation before the middle of November. All the cereals, vege-
tables and small fruits which are produced in Southern Ontario can be
grown to advantage,

WATER SUPPLY.

There is an abundance of good and wholesome water in every part of the
settlement. Wabigoon Lake is a body of water some thirty miles in length
by five or six in width, which finds an outlet in the Wabigoon River, running
to the northwest, through some of the newly laid out townships. It is a fine
navigable stream, and furnishes an ample supply of water power. The Pelican
River, which is a tributary to it, drains a considerable area of the section.
The lake is well stocked with fish, comprising whitefish, maskinonge, pike,
herring and other varieties. Creeks and water-courses abound, and good
spring water can also be obtained almost anywhere comparatively near the:
surface by sinking a well,




NEW ONTARIO.
GOVERNMENT PIONEER FARM.

The superior adaptability of this region for agriculture was first definite-
ly ascertained by the action of the Ontario Government in establishing the
Pioneer Farm at Dryden, a point just north of the outlet of Lake Wabigoon,
which has since become the business centre and distributing point of the
settlement. The site was selected in 1805 by the Minister of Agriculture, build-

ings erected and operations begun by putting in a small crop of the leading
grains and vegetables. The farm embraces a total area of 305 acres, of which
about 250 have been thoroughly cleared and are in cultivation. The scope of the
operations carried on has been gradually increased year by year, and the
favorable character of the returns, which demonstrate the great fertility of
the soil and the climatic advantages of the country, have done much to pro-
mote colonization and create an active interest in the settlement.

DRYDEN.

The town site of Dryden was laid out in the summer of 1896, being situ-
ated between the Pioneer Farm and the lake. The splendid water power
obtainable at this point has been improved by the construction of a dam
formed to deepen the streams flowing into Wabigoon Lake for the improve-
ment of navigation. It is estimated that at the falls on the Wabigoon River
fully 3,000 horse power can be developed. A lease of the water power has
been sccured from the Government of the Province by a company proposing
1o erect an extensive mill for the manufacture of pulp board and heavy paper.
A large number of hands are to be employed, and the industry is expected
to be of importance in the development of the town and district. Dryden,
which now contains a population of about 350, is likely to develop rapidly
as an industrial and mining centre. Many mining claims have been taken up
in Van Horne township, in the neighborhood, and development work is in
progress at the west end of Wabigoon Lake, The river between Dryden and
Lake Wabigoon, a distance of about a mile, is of navigable character,
rendering the country accessible by water communication in this direction
tributary to the town.

The town of Wabigoon, situated about twelve miles to the southeast
of Dryden, on Lake Wabigoon, is another growing centre of population, its
present inhabitants numbering about 150. Its future largely depends upon the
development of the mining industry in its vicinity, where there are considerable
deposits of gold, iron and other minerals.

e
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DAIRYING AND STOCK-RAISING.

The country offers special advantages for dairying and stock-raising, both
as regards natural conditions and the proximity of markets for the output
of these important branches of agriculture. Clover grows very luxuriantly,
the native variety producing two crops a year. The first clover raised at
the Pioneer Farm, cut twice in the same season, realized respectively two

" and one tons to the acre. Grass also attains a profuse growth, owing to
‘the abundance of moisture. The natural vegetation, especially the prairie

~ grass and wild peas, furnish splendid pasturage, and the creek bottoms pro-

: duce large crops of wild hay, which is excellent feed for stock. Cattle are
not so tormented with flies as in a more open country, as the scrubby growth
found in the valleys acts as a protection from their attacks. The stock can
also find shelter in the lower levels from the severity of the cutting winds
and rainstorms. The excellence of the pasture and the rolling surface of
~ the ground are also highly favorable to successful sheep-raising. The sheep
kept at the Pioneer Farm have proved thrifty and productive.

ROADS.

There are few new settlements anywhere which are so favored in the
matter of good waggon roads as the Wabigoon country. The work of con-
| struction is less difficult than in most other localities, owing to the charac-
' ter of the soil, which does not readily form sloughs or mud holes aiter it has
;oncc been graded. Unless the season is unusually wet, travelling by wheeled
xl\rh:clcs is easy and convenient, and bicycling is practised on the leading
- thoroughiares. The Government has constructed thirty-eight miles of col-
| onization roads in the western part of the settlement and also about twenty-
* five miles running in a northeasterly direction from Wabigoon and Dinorwic
,;' to Big Sandy Lake. In addition a number of miles of road have been built
}‘ by the settlers themselves. The people therefore are well situated as regards
ﬂv access to local markets and points of shipment. The Canadian Pacific Railway
- has undertaken the construction of a branch line running north from Din-
! orwic on their main line to Lake Seul, which will open up a large tract of
country to the north of the present settlement. There is a considerable area
of excellent farming land bordering upon Pelican River and Lake, in a
b

1 northeasterly direction from Wabigoon, which will soon be rendered accessible,
3 LS,
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MARKETS.

The extensive development of the lumbering, mining and manufacturirg
industries throughout the Rainy River District has given the Wabigoon set-
tlers a market for all and more than they can produce, at their own doors,
The country around Rat Portage and its suburbs of Norman and Keewatin
is not an agricultural neighborhood, and the increasing population have to
obtain all the food supplies eith.r from Manitoba or the farming settlements
of the district of Rainy River. The Canadian Pacific Railway not merely
connects the settlement with this market for fresh meat, dairy produce, etc.
but is ready to purchase a considerable amount of such provisions for its
dining cars, The local markets of Dryden and Wabigoon offer good prices for
catables—at Dryden butter brings 25 cents per pound, eggs 25 cents per
dozen, potatoes taken from the field 40 cents to 6o cents per bushel, and
pork from 12% to 15 cents per pound. The lumbering and mining camps

. in a southerly direction employ a large number of men, and the water com-

_ munication furnished by Wabigoon Lake and River renders the settlement
their most convenient source of supply. At present the bulk of the pro-
visions they require is shipped from Manitoba via Dryden and Wabigoon, as
the output of the newly-settled townships is not nearly adequate to the de-
mand. It will be seen that the settler in the Wabigoon district is excep-
tional'y well situated as regards markets, and that instead of having to com-
plain, as is sometimes the case, of their distance and inaccessibility, he finds
the surrounding industrial communities compelled to look to more distant
sources and ready to take his produce as quickly as he can meet their de-
mands,

CLASS OF SETTLERS WANTED.

There are large numbers of farmers’ sons and other young men used to
country li'e, who desire to become farmers, but who, owing to the lack of
sufficient means to purchase land in the older portion of the Province, see
no onportunity of becomine owners of the soil they till, except in some new
settlement. Many farmers who are living on rented land or whose home-
steads are impoverished and encumbered, could also greatly benefit their
condit'on by seeking new homes in the Wabigoon townships. The class most
likely to succeed as settlers are men with some practical knowledge of farm-
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ing and a little capital. Those absolutely without means will probably find
greater obstacles to be overcome here than in some other districts where a

creater and more varied demand for labor xists,

CONDITIONS OF SALE OF LAND.

The conditions upon which land is disposed of have been specially framel
with a view of reserving the soil for the bona fide settler and preventing its
being taken up by speculators and held vacant to the injury of the neighbor-
hood. The amount of land each applicant may purchase is limited to 60
acres, except in the case of a head of a family, who may increase his hold-
ing to 240 acres; the price to be paid is 50 cents per acre, one-fourth in cash
and the halance in three annual instalments, with interest at 6 per cent. The
cettler is required to clear and put under cultivation at least ten per cent
of the land purchased, and to erect a habitable house of a size not less
than 16x20 feet. In addition he must reside on the land for six months in
cach of the three years, or for two years continuously. On these conditions
being complied with and the land "fully paid for, the setfler will obtain his
patent.

The townships thus far surveyed and open for settlement under the above
conditions comprise Aubrey, Eton, Melgund, Rugby, Sandiord, Southworth,
Van Horne, Wainwright and Zealand,

Mr. A. E. Annis, Superintendent of the Pioneer Farm at Dryden, is also
the Crown Lands Agent, and is prepared to furnish information and assist-
ance in selecting locations to those requiring it. Intending purchasers should

communicate with him

COST OF TRANSPORTATION.

Special rates of transportation in favor of settlers have been arranged
for by the Government in connection with the railways, giving a very con-
siderable reduction from regular passenger and freight rates. As these may
vary from time to time, those desiring detailed information as to the rate
from any part of Ontario can obtain the lowest figures by addressing the
Director of Colonization, Toronto.

For the year 1903 a special all-rail rate has been secured at $16 from any
point in the older part of the Province, to obtain which a certificate must
be procured from the Director of Colonization, Toronto.




Thunder ‘Bay District

Surrounding the Towns Port Arthur and Fort William

HE District of Thunder Bay is situvated on the north shore of Lake
Superior, and is bounded on the east by Algoma and on the west
by the Rainy River District, extending northward to the Provincial
boundary. The Canadian Pacific Railway crosses the district, skirting

the lake short for a considerable distance, but there is comparatively little
good agricultural land in the immediate neighborhood, the region adjoining
the water front being for the most part rocky and sterile. Some extensive
areas of fertile soil are found in the vicinity of Port Arthur and Fort William,
and there is also a tract some distance in a northeasterly direction which
has proved extremely productive. The townships of good agricultural land
now open for settlement comprise about 125,000 acres, and the interior of the
district, which is yet unsurveyed, is said to contain many areas of excellent
farming country, which only need to be opened up to attract an influx of
population

THE SOIL AND TIMBER.

There is considerable variety in the character of the soil of the townships
which arc now open to those in search of homes. Portions of the area are
of red or light-colored clay, changing to clay loam. In other sections sandy
ioam and black loam are the prevailing characteristics. The sub-soil is as
» rule of a porous nature, which, together with the rolling formation of
the surface in most localities, precludes the necessity of drainage, excepting
in low-lying land. Gravel ridges are found in some places, with occasional
stony patches. Much of the country has been over-run with fire, in some
sections at a recent period, in others a sufficient time has elapsed to permit
the appearance of a second growth of timber. The predominant trees are
the poplar, spruce, white pine and jack pine, and there is also a good deal

[30]
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of cedar, tamarac and birch. The extent to which the older forest growths
have been removed by fire renders the work of clearing comparatively light
in many cases. Frequently the land has been so swept of forest that it is
cvergrown with wild hay and vetches, which make good feed for stock.

Springs and streams abound, and good well water is usually to be hal
at from five to twenty-five fect below the surface. The rivers are well
stocked with fish, and the partridges and rabbits which abound in the woods
form a welcome addition to the settler's food supply.

CLIMATE AND PRODUCTIVENESS.

The most noticeable difference between the climate of Thunder Bay Dis~
triet and that of southern Ontario is the steady cold which prevails during
the winter months, The frequent thaws and damp rainy intervals that are
customary in the lower lake regions are rarely experienced, and the snow
remains on the ground all winter. This is a greaet advantage both io the
farmer and the lumberman, and renders the season much more enjoyable
than when the temperature is subject to frequent variations. Plowing com-
mences in April, and the crops grow rapidly, owing to the plentiful moisture
afforded by copious rains in the early summer. The heat of mid-summer is
not so exhausting as in the east, owing to the greater coolness of the
nights,

All the usual grain, root and vegetable crops produce abundantly, the
<0il being of remarkable fertility, as shown by the luxuriance of the native
vegetation. Vegetables attain a phenomenal growth and succulence. Rasp-
berries, strawberries, gooseberries, currants and some varieties of apples
and crab-apples can be grown to perfection, as can also asparagus, squashes
and other products requiring a genial temperature to bring them to maturity.
The finest celery grown at the Toronto Industrial Exhibition in 1900 and in
1902 was grown here.

The portion of the district thus far referred to is that which has been
surveyed and divided into townships, but in various other parts fertile valleys
and extensive grassy ranges are known to exist, along the line of the Cana-
dian Pacific Railway to the west of Fort William and elsewhere. At Savanne
a large sawmill is being operated and a farm is cultivated by the proprietors
on the south side of Lac-des-mille-Lacs, where vegetables for the camps and
hay for the horses are produced, and three similar supply farms are being
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worked by lumbermen between Fort William and Pigeon River. Some clay
valleys have also been crossed by the line of the Canadian Northern Railway
between Port Arthur and Rainy River, but they are not yet surveyed or vpen

for settlement.
PORT ARTHUR AND FORT WILLIAM.

The commerce and industries of the District are centred in the towns
of Port Arthur and Fort William, situated within four miles of each other
on Thunder Bay, both being on the main line of the Canadian Pacific Rail-
way, the Port Arthur, Duluth and Western Railway and the Canadian Nor-
thern Railway. They are also connected by an electric railway. These two
places would have been one but for the reason that the intervening ground
is so low-lying and & py as to be ited for building sites. Fort William,
which in 1901 had a population of 3,633, has had the advantage of being a ter-
minal point on the Canadian Pacific Railway. The work-shops and grain
elcvators of the line have done much to build up the town. One of these
elevators is of a new design, comprising six or eight tanks constructed of steel
plates. Eastward-bound grain is received from the cars by the elevators
and shipped into lake barges. The Kaministiquia River flows into Lake Su-
perior at this point and forms a safe harbor for vessels. Kakabeka Falls, on
this river, where its current, 130 feet in width, makes a straight descent of
110 feet, is only a few miles from the lake. [Its estimated capacity is between
30,000 and 35,000 horse power.

Port Arthur had in 1001 a population of 3,214. A considerable impetus
has been given to its growth by the construction of the Canadian Northern
Railway, of which it is the eastern terminus, and the building of workshops,
wharves and elevators in connection with the line. Port Arthur owns and
operates the electric railway and lighting plants, and the Twin Cities have re-

cently installed a municipal telephone system.

About 250,000,000 feet of logs, board measure, are cut every season for
the sawmills in Fort William, Port Arthur and Savanne, and thousands of
cords of spruce, pulp wood and other wood for fuel are cut annually by the
settlers. These operations furnish abundant work for those who cannot af-
ford to depend entirely upon the produce of their clearing in the eariier

stages of settlement, and are thus enabled to earn ready money. The present
settlers along the line of the Port Arthur, Duluth and Western Railroad
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furnish the town of Port Arthur with cordwood, making good wages for
themselves, while at the same time clearing then farms. There is always
a good demand for domestics in the towns, and the services of a good girl
will readily command $8 to $15 per month.

Port Arthur and Fort William are at the head oi navigation on Lake
Superior, and the steamers oi the Canadian Pacific Railway Company, the
Duluth Steamship Company, the Northwest Transportation Company and the
Northern Navigation Company do a very extensive traffic to and from these
points. During the summer months and the game season the grand and pic-
turesque scenery, the health-giving breczes and the excellent sport furnished
to fishermen and hunters by the surrounding woods and waters attract many
visitors in pursuit of recreation and health.

Throughout the whole section south of the Height of Land the waters
are well stocked with fish. The Nepigon is famous the world over for the
size and number of its speckled trout, while these gamey fish abound in
nearly all the smaller streams in the district.

Game is very plentiful, including rabbits, bears, caribou and some moose.

SILVER MINI

The region lying to the North and West of Thunder Bay contains ex-
tensive rock formations belonging to the Cambrian system, which cover an
area of about one thousand square miles, These rocks are rich in silver
ore, sometimes uncombined with other minerals, but more commonly in the
iorm of a sulphide in combination with lead and zinc. The veins are true
fissures, varying from 2% to over 4o feet in width, and assaying from $1 to
$1,000 per ton. Mining operations have been successfully carried on for
some time at Silver Mountain, some forty miles from Port Arthur, and at

some other points,
OTHER MINING OPERATIONS

Iron mining is an industry which is likely to contribute largely to the
growth of Fort William and Port Arthur, and increase in a corresponding
degree the demand for farm produce of all kinds, At Atikokan range a drift

has been run through, which shows a width of about 80 feet of iron in about

six veins, and farther down the range the presence of more or less iron
ore has been disclosed. Operations have been undertaken for the development
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of these deposits of magnetic ore. West of Atikokan range lies steep Rock
Lake, which at present is the centre of prospecting operations for iron ore,
chiefly hematite, considerable quantities of which have been found in the
drift. A large amount of land has been taken up, and parties are pros-
pecting with diamond drills and otherwise for bodies of ore. The Canadian
Northern Railway, which runs through this section, will afford an easy out-
let for the ore should it be discovered in paying quantities.

The Mattawin Range can be traced for over 100 miles across the mainland
and Hunter's Island, the largest deposit being at Greenwater Lake. Along
the Port Arthur, Duluth and Western Railroad for the last forty miles west
there are continuous indications of iron ore, and more or less surface work
has been done with a view to its development. Near Iron Range Lake two
shaits have been sunk to a depth of from 50 to 60 feet, in one of which 20
feet of good 45 per cent. ore was found.

A vein of iron pyrites at a point on the Canadian Northern just west of
Kakabeka Falls is being opened up to secure material for the manufacture
of sulphurc acid. A discovery of gold north of the Canadian Pacific Railway
upon Sturgeon Lake has excited much interest. Explorations in that neigh-
borhood show the presence of many large veins, some of them of unusual

size, carrying considerable gold.

FARM LLANDS

The principal settlements of the district are confined to a group of
1-mnshfps within a radivs of from twenty-five to forty miles of Port Arthur,
The inaccessibility of the good land in the interior, combined with the
rugged and forbidding aspect of that near the railway or the water front,
has done much to retard colonization. But latterly there has been a large
and steady influx of a fine class of settlers both from Eastern Ontario and
the United States. The territory tributary to the Canadian Northern Rail-
way now in operation presents every inducement to the settler, and coloniza-
tion roads are being made by the Government which will give the necessary
access to the markets of Port Arthur and Fort William. For some years
settlement has been gradually making headway in the township of Oliver
and the Slate River Valley, where the prosperity and success of these hard-
working and thrifty people is amply evidenced by the comfortable and care-
fully-kept appearance of their homesteads. During the last three years the
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main influx has been in the direction of Slate River Valley, 12 miles south-
west of Fort William and in Whitefish River Valley, on the line of the Port
Arthur, Duluth and Western Railroad. A large number of the colonists are
men thoroughly accustomed to farming under conditions which are in the
main similar to those obtaining in this Province. In order to aid incoming
settlers while waiting for their land to become productive, the Government
gave a good deal of work in connection with the construction of coloniza-
tion roads,

The valley of the Kaministiquia, stretching to the westward of Fort Wil-
liam, comprises upwards of ten thousand acres of highly fertile alluvial land,
which has mostly been stripped of its timber and is well adapted either for
cultivation or stock-raising. Where it has been taken up root crops, timothy
ond clover have flourished to a degree that cannot be surpassed in any part
of Ontario. ‘Ihis locality owing to its situation is particularly well suited
for market garcdens or truck farms to supply the demand of the neighboring
towns, and also offcrs excellent opportunities for stock-raising,

DORION TOWNSHIP.

Another tract of good agricultural land lies west of Black Bay and about
forty miles from Port Arthur in a north-easterly direction. The principal
settlement in this quarter is the township of Dorion. It is accessible either
by the Canadian Pacific Railway, which has stations at Wolf River and
Ouimet, by waggon road, or by water from Port Arthur. The land is re-
markably rich and the growth of the native grass in places where the ground
has been burned over provides abundant food for stock. The limits of the
agricultural land in this section are not fully known, but are supposed to
extend northwards to the shores of Lake Nepigon and a considerable dis-
tance to the west.

MARKETS.

The industries carried on at Port Arthur and Fort William, the work
steadily afforded by the transhipment of freight, and the activity caused by
the construction of the Canadian Northern Railway and its terminal facilitics,
have caused a greater demand for labor of many kinds at good wages. There
is consequently a local market for everything that the settlers can produce
at remunerative prices. The consumption of meat, butter, eggs, poultry,
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potatoes and vegetables is considerably greater than can at present or
for some time be supplied from the farms of the settlers. There is an excel-
lent opportunity for market gardeners and dairymen, locating within easy
access of these flourishing towns, to do well and achieve a comfortable inde-
pendence. Those wishing to engage in these industries near either town will
have to purchase land from private owners. Good lots can be had for the
purpose at from $5 to $25 per acre, upon easy terms.

The scope which exists for the development of the dairying business
may readily be seen when it is considered that hali a million pounds of
butter is annually imported into this section, every pound of which might be
raised on the spot.

At the Toronto Industrial Exhibition for 1902 over 140 varieties of native
grasses from this part of the Province were exhibited, proving unquestion-
ably the luxuriance of the natural vegetation and the fecundity of the soil.

THE NORTHERN REGION.

A line of railway running north from Port Arthur to the Albany River
to the west of Lake Nepigon, under the name of the Thurder Bay, Nepigon
and St. Joe Railway, has been projected and chartered. Tn an interview with
a representative of The Toronto Globe, Mr. D. F. Burk, for twenty-five years
a resident of the district, described the leading characteristics of the country
through which the route of the railway as been laid, showing the profusion
and variety of the natural resources that would be laid under tribute by the
opening up of the interior. After noting the starting point at Port Arthur,
he stated that agricultural and timber lands near Dog Lake contained de-
posits of plumbago and colored iron ore. Oother mineral deposits farther on
comprised micaceous granite, common mica and marble or dolomite, composed
of lime and magnesia—a compound that would be of value in smelting opera-
tions. A large expanse of farming land comes next, some well timbered and
other parts burned over, large areas being grass covered. In the neighbor-
hood are found red hematite, paint ore, lead ore, asbestos and plumbago.
On the shores of the Black Sturgeon River and on the banks of the Pashko-
kogan River are salt springs, and between these two points and extending
further westward is a forest, the predominating varieties of which are pine,
spruce and tamarac. These attain a large size, some of them measuring
four feet in diameter. Among the minerals discovered along the route are
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gold, silver, copper, garnets, zine, nickel, cobalt, arsenic, uranium and
molybdenum. Another stretch of agricultural land is met with, and north
oi that extensive deposits of magnetic iron ore. These are followed by a
timber belt, which gives place to large tracts covered with moss and peat
and lignite beds. At the point fixed on as the northern terminus of the
road on the Albany River there is a tributary drainage area of 12,000,000 acres.

Lake Nepigon, the region surréunding which will be tapped by the pro-
posed line, is a beautiful sheet of water, eightly miles in length by fifty in
width. There are upon its shores extensive beds of limestone, which will
e oi great commercial value, as they are the only deposits of the kind
known in the district. Other valuable minerals in the vicinity of the lake are
glass sands, kaolin, marl, serpentine, red and white sandstone, granite, trap,
marble and pyrites, For forty years the Hudson Bay Company have had a
iarm garden at lLakce Nepigon, and their experience is an important tribute
{0 the mildness of the climate and the practicability of raising crops usually
supposed to be confined to lower latitudes. Corn and tomatoes ripen regu-
larly here nad are seldom injured by early frosts. Lake Nepigon and its
tributary watercourses offer great attractions to sportsmen, and when com-
munication is established with the outer world the grandeur and picturesques

ness of its varied scenery will render it a popular summer resort.

SETTLBEMENT CONDITIONS,

The land in the Thunder Bay district is offered as free grants in 160 acre
lots: each head of family and unmarried man 18 years of age may acquire
a free grant of 160 acres and purchase another 160 acre lot at 30 cents an
acre cash—subject to the usual settlement conditions with five years' “esi-
demxe.

1. F. Ruttan, Port Arthur, is the Crown Lands Agent for the district—
from whom information may be obtained, as well as from R. A. Burriss,
Dominion Immigration Agent, also of Port Arthur. There is a commo-
dious Settlers’ Home in Port Arthur, in charge of Mr. Burriss, where incom-
ing settlers and their families can find accommodation for a short time while
preparing to occupy their lands,

A special passenger rate of $16.00 from any point in Eastern Ontario
to Port Arthur, Wabigoon or Dryden may be obtained by procuring a certi-
ficate from the Director of Colonization, Toronto.




i
{
i

DISTRICT OF NIPISSING

Including Temiskaming

HE Nipissing Di trict forms the most southerly section of the unsettled
portion of the Province, It extends from the Quebec boundary west-
ward to Algoma, running north to Hudson's Ba;' and projecting fur-
ther to the south than any other of the districts, its limit in that dir-

ection being French River, Lake Nipissing and Algonquin Park—the latter
being included in its territory. From this it will be seen that the new settle-
ment in the lower part of the district are considerably nearer to the Ontario
counties than any other field for colonization. The Temiskaming settle-
ment—a scparate description of which is given, as it differs in some charac-
teristic features from other parts—iorms a portion of the District.

The natural aspect and soil conditions of the country are in most {ocali-
ties very similar to those which prevail in the adjoining district of Algoma.
It is characterized by the same rock formations, classified as the Huronian
and Laurentian systems, which are very much in evidence on the irequent
ridges of hills with which the good arable or pasture land in interspersed.
The prevalence of rock on the uplands in many localities gives an impression
of barrenness, which only the practical results of successiul cultivation :an
wholly overcome. But the valleys and lower-lying stretches, winding be-
tween and among the rock-clad heights, are frequently of great fertility
and yield rich harvests under tillage. Here a great number of cereals and
grasses are produced to perfection. White clover is a natural growth and
makes its appearance everywhere when the forest vegetation is remwoved.
Timothy and red clover show marvellous productiveness. The soil is particu-
larly rich in potash, and therefore potatoes and other root crops flourish
well, the yield being both certain and unsurpassed in excellence. Corn (maize)
can profitably be grown for fodder, and if carefully treated can be ripened.

Fall and spring wheat grown in the district are unsurpassed as to quality and
vield magnificently. The same holds good as to barley, oats and peas—the
| 44]
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crops irequently running 50 bushels of oats and 30 to 35 bushels of peas to
the acre.

A great many kinds of small fruits grow wild in profusion, including
raspberries, blueberries, cranberries, cherries, plums, currants, gooseberries

and wild grapes.

The district is particularly well supplied with water. Lakes, rivers and

streams abound, the southern portion of the district more especially being

a perfect network of watercourses. The water is wholesome and pure, and

its excellence and abundance are likely to prove one of the principal factors
of the success of the dairying and stock-raising industry, to which a plentiiul
and continuous supply of good water is a prime essential. This requisite,
together with the luxuriant growth of grass and clover as native pasturc,
the ifavorable character of the soil for root production, and the protection
from cxtreme cold and heavy winds afforded by the ravines and valleys,
rendess the Nipissing District conspicuously adapted for dairying and the
raising of cattle and sheep. It also possesses a considerable advantage over
the northwestern prairies in this regard, owing to the plenty and cheapness

bmlding and fencing materials, which are greatly in requisition where-
ever the care of stock forms a leading industry. The item of timber for
buildings and fences is a heavy expense to the prairie farmer in any event,
and » of course greatly increased as the system of mixed farming and dairy-
ing supercedes wheat growing. The extensive forests with which a large
portion of the district is covered will furnish the fuel and the building mater-
al meeded by future generations, provided they are carefully husbanded, an
the occupants of land allow the rocky slopes and the poor land to remain
uncleared, excepting as the wood is required for use.

The land in a large area of the southern portion of the district, extend-
ing from Sudbury to Sturgeon Falls and southward to French River, is
largely iree from stones and of excellent quality, and during recent years
has attracted a large number of settlers who have met with encouraging suc-
cess. They find a good market for everything they can produce, at Sudbury,
the centre of the nickel mining industry, at Sturgeon Falls, Warren and
North Bay, and also for the supply of the lumber camps. With the extensive
development of nickel mining certain to take place in the course of a few

vears, the requirements of Sudbury will be very largely increased and the

advantages offered by this large and steady market, together with the oppor-
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tunities of obtaining labor at good wages, will result in a large influx of
farming population to this part of the district.

In the western part of Nipissing are the following agencies:—

Sudbury.—Agent, T. J. Ryan. Townships open for settlement: Baliour,
Downing and Rayside.

Warren—Agent, Alex. Hamilton. Townships open for settlement: Rat-
ter, Hugel, Kirkpatrick and Casimir.

Sturgeon Falls.—Agent, J. D. Cockburn. Townships open for settle-
ment: Badgerow, Caldwell, Springer and McKim.

The land is sold in 160 acres lots at 50 cents per acre, one half cash, the
balance in two equal annual instalments, with 6 per cent. interest, The settlement
conditions include the erection of a habitable house of at least 16 by 20 feet,
the clearing and cultivation of at least two acres per year, continuous resi-
dence upon the land for six months in each year, and sixteen acres must
be cleared before obtaining patent. In the townships belonging to the Sud-
bury and Sturgeon Falls agencies four years' residence on the land is re-
quired before the issue of the patent. In those attached to the Wadrem:
agency the term is three years.

THE TEMISKAMING SETTLEMENT.

Of all the sections of New Ontario now open for settlement, the Tem-
iskaming region possesses the largest continuous area of first-class agricul-
tural land, and this, combined with its advantages in the way of water com-
munication, and the prospects of close connection with the leading markets of
the Dominion by rail in the near future, has attracted a large number of
settlers during the last few years . The settlement derives its name from its
location on the western side of Lake Temiskaming, which is an expansion of
the Ottawa River, and forms the boundary between the Provinces of Ontariof
and Quebec. The townships now open for settlement extend in a north-
westerly direction from the upper portion of the lake, the northern tier run-
ning about half way across the Nipissing district. Lake Temiskaming is 68 miles
in length, with an area of about 113 square miles. The shores of its southerly por-
tion are rocky and precipitous, and the land in the vicinity too broken to
present inducements to settlers. A complete change is noticeable in the
character of the country bordering the upper end of the lake, where the land
is level and extremely rich. The Temiskaming country forms the south-
castern extremity of the great clay belt, the existence of which was estab-
lished by the extensive explorations undertaken by the Provincial Government in




NEW ONTARIO. 47

1900. Beginning at this point it stretches in a northwesterly direction, with
a slight break at the Height oi Land, across the districts of Nipissing and
Algoma and into Thunder Bay district, comprising a total area of some 24,500
square miles or 15,680,000 acres,

The Temiskaming settlement occupies a large valley comprising about
1,000,000 acres of choice arable land, over half of which has been surveyed
and laid out in townships. The land, which rises abruptly from the lake
shore to a height of about fifty feet, slopes gradually towards the Height of
Land, which is about fifty miles distant from the lake. The eoil is fully
equal in fertility to that of any portion of southern Ontario, being a rich
clay, with a surface of black vegetable mould. It has been found upon analy-
sis to be exceedingly rich in phosphoric acid and potash, with an unusual
amount of nitrogen—constituents which render it Highly productive under
cultivation, and make it possible to secure large crops from it from year
to year without materially impairing its richness.

ANALYSIS OF TEMISKAMING CLAY OR UNDERSOIL.

The following is the result of the enalysis of two specimens of the clay

undersoil of the Temiskaming district, made in October, 1804, by Prof.

Shuttleworth, Professor of Chemistry at the Ontario Agricultural College,
Guelph: . - '

1 2 Average,
IR & st e oal s e s 1.700 1.710 1.705
| Insoluble matter... ... .... covuvvieeins 74,660 74,880 74.770
| Organle..ooveinve ¢ Sy S H A AR 3.650 | 3.690 3.070
| Soluble silicia............ . .......... 0312 | 0.255 0.283
IR T 005 o b oond s wsnawennn vandngomyiens 5.820 5.619 5.719
) PIROEIAe Of 4000, .« vee oo bininnainmse . 4.000 l 4.000 4.000
Phosphoricacid ....... ..... ......... 0.292 | 0.203 0.247
Sulphuric acid. .. .........coeevrnetins 0192 | 0213 0.202
| Br.Ox. of manganese ................... 0.583 | 0.544 0.563
| 0.854
| 2.010
‘ 1.980
| 0.331
} 3,660
‘ 100.
|

“Nitr g Tay = 0,160 per cent.
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“The above analysis shows that the clay is very rich in phosphoric acid
and potash, and, for a subsoil, is unusually rich in nitrogen. Such a soil
migt he cropped for many years before its richness was serious!y trenched
upon,”

It does not, like some clay soils, became hard when exposed to the
air, but is friable when dry, and easily worked. There are few rock exposures,
and these are usually limestone. Very little loose stone is found, some locali-
ties being entirely without rock or stone of any sort.

WATER SUPPLY.

The secttlement, like most of the agricultural regions of New Ontario,
is well watered by a number of rivers and streams flowing into Lake Temis-
kaming from the north and north-west. The most noteworthy of these are the
Blanche River, which is navigable at high water for a stretch of thirty miles, the
Montreal and Wahbi Rivers. A prevalence of streams and watercourses through-
our the district is a great advantage as it not only ensures the settlers against
the hardships frequently entailed upon less favorable localities by midsummer
droughts, but provides them with a ready means of marketing the timber
and cordwood cut from their land. The country abounds in natura] springs,
and when it is necessary to dig wells, water is almost always found near the
surface. The water in the creeks is apt to become muddy after a heavy
rain, so that this source of supply cannot always be depended upon. The ease
with which an outlet can be obtained for surface water by the constructin
of open ditches leading to the nearest watercourse enables the settlers to
drain their farms where this is requisite, much more economically than in most
districts.

TIMBER.

Most of the timber is of a comparatively small size, owing to the dis-
tricts having been swept by fire many years ago, which facilitates the work
of clearing. The settler in this district enjoys a great advantage in being able
to dispose of the wood which it is necessary to cut in clearing his farm, at
prices which are sufficient to pay for the labor thereby, securing a cash in-
come until his land produces a crop. The money is paid on the delivery of
the timher an the banks of the nearest floatable stream. Cedar grows to a
large size in some neighborhoods, and straight, sound sticks, suitable for
telegraph poles, which can be obtained in large quantities, bring 114 cents




NEW ONTARIO. 49

per running foot on the ground. They are floated down the Ottawa River
to market. Railway ties and fence posts are also disposed of in the same
way. Spruce and balsam are in increasing demand for pulpwood, the wood
Gevoted to this purpose being cut into twelve-foot lengths, the price paid
being $2.25 per cord of 128 cubic feet. There is not much pine on the most
desirable lands, but spruce of a size and quality which will yield good lum-
ber and building material is found everywhere. When the settler has been
six months in residence upon his land and has two acres cleared he is allowed
to cut spruce and all timber other than pine from any part of his lot, for
sale, free of government dues. He may cut pine for his own use, and pine
cut in clearing land may be sold on payment of the government dues of $1.25
per 1,000 feet, board measure. The pine passes to the ownership oi the settler
when he obtains patent.

FERTILITY OF THE SOIL.

The fertility of the soil is indicated by the proiuse and luxuriant growth
of the native grasses, wild fruits and other natural vegetation which flourish
greatly wherever the forest has been burned away. Under cultivation every
kind of vegetables and small fruits produced in temperate climates yield in
profusion, and the grains and grasses produced are equal in yield and quality
to those of any portion of the Province. Exhibits of the agricultural produce
of Temiskaming have been shown during successive years at the Toronto
Industrial Exhibition, consisting of fall and spring wheat, oats, barley, peas,
timothy and clover, hay, potatoes, beets, carrots, onions, cucumbers and
tomatoes; which attracted great attention owing to the size and excellence
of the various products. The straw was remarkable for its bright color and
stifiness, the grain was fully matured and the hay of unusual length and
quality. Grain crops mature rapidly. It one instance a settler who sowed
oats on the sth and 26th days of June reaped a crop fully ripened in time to
cend some of the grain for exhibition in Toronto on the 20th September. In
«ome cases settlers have taken up land early in May, made a small clearing
and produced a crop the same year.

CLIMATE.

The climate of the Temiskaming district is bracing and extremely healthy
a¢ is abundantly shown by the low death rate and the infrequency of serious
4 L8,
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ailments among the settlers. The summer is not so hot as in the southern
parts of Ontario, but the atmosphere is clearer and the average amount of
sunshine greater, the effect of which is apparent in the rapidity with which the
crops mature. This fully compensates for the comparative lateness of the
spring. The winters as elsewhere in northern Ontario are characterized by
steady cold, rarely broken by the thaws and rainy intervals which are gen-
erally experienced in lower latitudes; although continuous, the frost is sl-
dom intense, the winter temperature being higher than the more southerly
districts of Muskoka and Parry Sound. The snow usually covers the ground

about the beginning of D ber, but it is never deep, and disappears early
in April.

STOCK RAISING AND DAIRYING.

The district is destined to become a great stock-raising and dairying
country, as it possesses all the requisites for the successful establishment of
these important branches of agricultural indutry. The cheapness of land and
building material gives it a great advantage as compared with most of the older
settled parts of the Province. The plentiful supply of pure water and the ex-
cellence of the pasturage furnished by the luxuriant growth of the grass, and
natural vegetation ensures a choice quality of meat and a good yield of milk,
while the woods afford shelter from the winds and storms which are fre-
quently a drawback to successfu] stock-raising in a prairie country. The ex-
tent of navigable water furnished by Lake Temiskaming and leading tri-
butaries renders the creamery and cheese factory easily accessible. The great
lack is ready and conti ication with the leading markets of the
Province, but this will be very shortly supplied by the construction of the
Temiskaming Railway, which will enable the settlers to send their meat and
dairy produce to Toronto and other Ontario cities and to participate in the

advantages of the export to Britain.

MARKETS.

So far the needs of an outside market has not been seriously felt by the
settlers, as the local demand of the lumber camps for produce of all kinds has
absorbed everything which they could supply, at exceptionally good prices.
Hay, oats, pork, beef, potatoes, butter, are all in requisition by the lumber-
men, the prices paid being regulated by quotations in Ottawa and Montreal,
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with the railway freight irom Ottawa added. As production increases and
Inrzlbcrivng operations are pushed back, this profitable market cannot be
depended on to the same extent, and the price of the great staples of agricul-
tural production will be largely controlled, as elsewhere, by the British mar-
ket, so soon as railway communication is opened up.

The Provincial Government has undertaken the construction of a raile
way running 106 miles north from North Bay to New Liskeard, which will give
the District connection with the general railway system of the country. The line
has been surveyed and the work of construction is being pushed forward, so
that there is every prospect of its being completed in 1903 It is intended
eventually to carry the line through the region of first-class agricultural land
frrther to the north. In the meantime the building of the line is giving a
great impetus to colonization and the development of the country. The settle-
ment is only 330 miles in a direct line from Toronto, and a haul oi 440 miles
will take the agricultural produce of the district to Montreal for shipment to
Britain.  When it is considered that the exports of Manitoba and the North
West have to be carried a distance of from 1,500 to 2,000 miles to reach the
seaboard, it will readily be seen that the opportunities for developing a remun-
erative export trade presented by tfie Temiskaming country are especially
favorable.

OPPORTUNITIES FOR EMPLOYMENT.

An important question with many who are taking up land in the new
settlements is the opportunity presented of obtaining temporary employment
in the neighborhood. There are many men of limited means who are not
m a position to go on the land and wait for a harvest, and must depend for
the first year or so upon other work. To such the lumber camps offer an
opportunity of earning good wages for several months in the year. The
progress of the villages of New Liskeard and Haileybury, the principal local
centres, has been steady, and building operations and other work in or near
these places have afforded work for a number of people. The principal resources
oi the settlers who are under the necessity of earning ready money until their
farms become remunerative is, however, the sale of the wood removed in clears
ing, as previously mentioned. In some cases men who have taken up land are
glad to engage others to periorm the settlement duties for them. As a general
rule, therefore, lh.e man who must live for some time on the immediate
results of his labor, finds but little trouble in getting work, at no great dis-
tance from his holding. Those who locate upon burnt lands, of which there
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are considerable arcas upon the Blanche River, will find the land very easy
to clear and can prepare an acre for cultivation in a few days, but of course
they will have but little if any wood to dispose of, and cannot look to that
source of income.

PROGRESS OF SETTLEMENT.

The Quebec side of Lake Temiskaming was settled for some years be-
fore the first settlers located on the Ontario shore. In 1804 there were
only eight familics settled in the district. The subsequent construction of the
branch of the Canadian Pacific Railway from Mattawa to Temiskaming sta-
tion at the foot of the lake gave a marked impetus to colonization. The
population at the present time is estimated at 5000, and is rapidly increas-
ing. The progress of settlement has been considerably stimulated by the
construction of colonization roads by the Government, the sum of $R000 be-
ing appropriated for that purpose in 1900, a similar amount in 1901, $350,000 in
1902, and in 1903. A waggon road connecting the villages of Haileybury
and New Liskeard has been built, and another road runs west from Haileybury
through the township of Bucke, and will be extended west to the new township
of Firstbrook. From New Liskeard a road has been constructed due north
through the townships of Dymond, Harley and Hilliard, to the Blanche River.

Another road starting from New Liskeard skirts the shore of Wahbi Bay
to Dawson's Point. A road has been run east from the north road to Sut-
ton's Bay and thence northward through the township of Harris. The west
road is an important thoroughfare, the course of which lies west from New
Liskeard through Dymond township into the township of Hudson, with
branehes running north through Kerns township and beyond. All these roads
are Government undertakings, in addition to which many roads have Leen
constructed by the settlers on their own account. The Government have also
built three substantial bridges and have erected at New Liskeard a sub-
stantial and commodious frame building for the temporary accommodation of
newly arrived settlers and their families until they have erected houses on
their lands. It is furnished with cooking apparatus and will accommodate
several families at a time.

VILLAGES.

There are several villages in the district. New Liskeard, the largest,
formerly known as Thornloe, is situated at the head of navigation on the
Ontario side of the lake. It is surrounded by an excellent farming distrect,
and is the distributing point for the townships of Dymond, Hudson, Kerns,

—



NEW ONTARIO.

3
Harley and the northern tiers of townships. It possesses ssveral general
stores, two hardware stores, three saw mills, two hotels, sash and blind fac-
teries, a brick yard, and several minor industrial establishments. ‘The lezding
religious denominations have erected churches, and a new school building
costing two thousand dollars has recently been built.

Haileybury, which is also a growing village, is the supply depot for

Bucke township and the new territory to the west recently surveyed. Tt is the
gateway for the tourist travel to the Temagami country, of which there bids
fair to be a steady increase as the attractions of that region become more
widely known. Haileybury possesses a hotel, general store, hardware store,
two saw mills and other requirements of a village community,

Among the other villages may be mentioned Milberta and Highland Park
in Kerns township, and Tomstown in Ingram,

MEANS OF ACCESS.
At present there is only one way of reaching the settlement, viz.,, by
the Canadian Pacific main line to Mattawa, and thence by a branch of the
same road to Temiskaming station at the foot of the lake. A line of first-

class steamers runs from this point to Haileybury and New Liskeard. The
construction of the Temiskaming Railway from North Bay, when completed,
will render the district more easy of access.

The settlers are an excellent class, the majority of them being from the
farms of Ontario. They are as a rule intelligent, progressive and enter-
prising, and the previous experience which most of them possess is greatly
to their advantage in undertaking pioneer work. They are disposed to wel-
come new arrivals in a friendly and helpful spirit, and the man who shows
himself a good neighbor can always count on their co-operation and assist-
ance in an emergency.

CONDITIONS OF SETTLEMENT.

The land in Temiskaming settlement is for sale in 160-acre lots at 5o
cents per acre, on very casy terms, subject to the usual settlement conditions
of four years’ residence upon the land, having a habitable house 16 x 20 feet
and having 16 acres under cultivation. John Armstrong, New Liskeard, is the
Land Agent, and the following townships are open for settlement: Bucke,
Dymond, Hudson, Kerns, Harley, Harris, Casey, Brethour, Hilliard Arm-
strong, Henwood, Bryce, Beauchamp, Robillard, Dack, Evanturel, Ingram,
Marter, Chamberlain, Savard, Sharpe, Blain, Marquis, Pacaud, Firsthreok,
Catharine, Otto, Eby, Gross, Davidson, Truax, Tudhope, Cane and Lundy.




AL GOMA

LGOMA is the largest and, in some respects, most important of the
districts into which New Ontario is divided. It extends north from
the waters of Lake Huron and the Georgian Bay, a distance of over
four hundred miles to James Bay and the Albany River. Its breadth

from Nipissing District on the east to Thunder Bay on the west is about
180 miles. A territory so extensive naturally embraces many varieties of soil,
climate and production. Much of it is as yet unexplored and the influx of
settlement has so far been confined to a narrow fringe adjoining the water
front, where the principal attraction has been the rich mineral and timber
resources rather than the opportunities presented by the soil for successful
agriculture. There is abundance of excellent land for farming and <tock
raising purposes, but the country, especially that adjacent to the laks shore,
is much broken, and the fertile tracts so scattered among the rocky and
barren stretches that the real richness and productiveness of the arable tracts
have not been properly appreciated.

The general conformation of the country is undulating, its surface being
at an elevation of from 600 to 1,000 feet above the level of the sea. The
uplands frequently display an outcropping of rock belonging to the Huronian
and Laurentian formations. These ridges and escarpments oi rock on the
higher ground impart an aspect of wildness and sterility to the landscape
which is frequently very misleading, as the low-lying tracts and valleys lying
between them are usually rich in alluvial soil, and many times as extensive
in area as the rocky bluffs and projections which from their more conspicuous
position are regarded as the most characteristic features of the country. This
false impression as to the great proportion of barren land is especially likely
to be formed from an inspection of the land in the neighborhood of portages
on the rivers, as the break in the general level of the ground rendering a
portage necessary always brings the rocky substratum to the surface

[54] ‘
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The prevalence of ridges and rising ground of a non-arable character is
by no means such a disadvantage as is generally supposed, having counter-
balancing advantages which may ultimately be found to outweigh all supposed
drawbacks. They afford a protection from the winds and storms to the valleys
below, where cattle can be much more easily taken care of than in a level
country. These rocky uplands are naturally covered with timber, although in
some localities much of it has been burned away. I this growth, where it
still exists, is carefully preserved, and the forest allowed gradually to re-
produce itself in places which cannot be tilled to advantage, the waste land
will furnish the settler with timber for building purposes and fvel for all time
to come. The comparatively large proportion of the soil where trees are the
only vegetation that will flourish to advantage, if kept in forest will more-
over eusure the continuous fertility of the adjoining fiells, ani its presence
will prevent that loss of productive power which is so frequent a charac-
teristic of districts where the uniformly arable nature of the soil has resuited
in extensive tracts being entirely stripped of timber,

Again the alternation of hills and valleys provides a natural drainags by
which surface water speedily finds its way to some of the numerous lakes
or water courses, the presence of which ‘in every direction greatly tempers
the climate and regulates the supply of moisture. In a country of lakes and
hills the rain precipitation is much more frequent than in an unbroken plain.
The constant evaporation from these large areas of water keeps the atmos-

phere moist, and the condensation of masses of vapor, over the forest-clad
heights results in plentiful summer rains, rendering unknown these long
continued droughts which at times cause such loss to farmers on the plains.

WATER SUPPLY.

The water in the lakes and rivers is pure in quality and usually soft,
though sometimes of a dark tint, which, however, does not make the taste
disagreeable or render it unhealthful. It has on the contrary a medicinal ef-
fect on those subject to rheumatism or diseases of the kidneys induced by
using hard water. Many invalids can testify to its healing qualities. The
country abounds in springs of cold, pure water which maintain an even tem-
perature throughout the year, and this fact and the nutritious quality of the
grasses, which are green as soon as the snow goes, remaining so the year
round, render cattle disease unknown.
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SOIL CHARACTERISTICS.
The soil of the valleys and other cultivable tracts varies greatly in its
constituent elements and aspect, There are clay soils of different degrees of
heaviness and shades of color, and loams both argillaceous and sandy, besidcs
tracts of black mould of great fertility enriched by the decayed vegetation
of centuries. Some stretches of sandy soil are too poor to repay cultivation
unless heavily manured, but they are for the most part well timbered and
capable of affording excellent bush pasturage in connection with the richer
lands adjoining. White clover is indigeneous to the soil and abounds almost
everywhere and tremendous crops of red clover are also raised.

SAULT STE. MARIE SECTION.

The ieature that from a purely agricultural point of view is regarded as
the principal drawback of the district—the large quantity of rocky and sterile
country to be found along the water front—is in fact a source of prospsrity
and stimulus to an industrial influx, as these apparently valueless areas have
been proved to be rich in mineral wealth. Gold, silver, copper and iron

deposits have been discovered. The greatest known supply of nickel in the
world is contained in the formation found in the southeastern portion of the
District, although the centre of the present development, Sudbury, is a few
miles outside the boundaries of Algoma. Nickel mining nevertheless has «n
important bearing upon the opening up and development of this district, as
the smelting and refining of nicke] is a leading industry of the town of Sault
Ste. Marie, the commercial and manufacturing centre of the district. Within
w very few years this town has attained prominence as a rapidly growing
and industrial community, where the raw material of the region tributary to
it i1s worked up into finished articles of manufacture. '

Sault Ste. Marie in the southwestern angle of the district is situated on
the St. Mary’s River, which forms the international boundary between Cana-
da and the United States. The water power furnished by the Falls and
its accessibility by means of the navigation system of the great lakes, has
contributed greatly to its development as the leading town in the district.
The bLranch line of the Canadian Pacific Railway has brought it within 24
hours” journey of either Montreal or Toronto. Ship canals on both the
Canadian and American sides of the river constitute it an important point
on the great international system of inland navigation. The town had a

population of 7,160 in 1901 which is rapidly increasing.

—
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THE CLERGUE INDUSTRIES.

The great cause oi the recent development and industrial prosperity of the

town and surrounding district was the selection of this locality in 1804 by
Mr. F. H. Clergue and a number of capitalists associated with him as the
site for numerous inter-dependent manufacturing enterprises. The reasons
which influenced this selection were the feasibility of securing enormous
hydraulic power readily convertible into electric energy, and the quantity of

raw material in the form of timber, pulp wood and minerals
within easy access.

ALGOMA CENTRAL RAILWAY.

The Algoma Central Railway is one of the most important of the under-
takings of Mr. Clergue and his associates so far as affects the opening up
and populating of the district. It will run from Sault Ste. Marie to the
Michipicoten mining district, and thence north to the main line or the Cana-
dian Pacific Railway, a distance of about 150 miles, with a branch line con-
necting it with Michipicoten Harbor. It will eventually be carried on through
the Moose River country to Hudson's Bay. Its completion will give access
to the extensive forests of Northern Algoma, which abound in spruce timber
and the more valuable varieties of hardwoods. In the meantime its construc-
tion to Michipicoten will facilitate the transportation of ore from the Helen

mine, situated 12 miles from Michipicoten Harbor on the northeast shore of
Lake Superior, to the works at the Sault.

The land in the neighborhood of Sault Ste. Marie at Goulais Bay, along
the Sault branch of the Canadian Pacific Railway and on St. Joseph's Island,
has been largely taken up, but there remain a number of lots fit for settle-
ment, though not of course equal in uniform fertility to those in occupation.They
contain from 30 to 6o per cent. of fairly good arable soil. At Goulais Bay
in Vankoughnet township a portion of the land belongs to the Dominion Gov=
ernment. About two-thirds of Vankoughnet, however, belonging to the
Provinee, is open for settlement. The distance from Sault Ste. Marie is about
26 miles, and the town can be reached by a wagon road. The land about
Goulais Bay is of variable character, and the country considerably broken.
The valleys between the rocky heights have a soil of clay or sandy loam,
the latter being the most productive and yielding well under judicious treat-
ment.

5 LS.
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The timber is principally hard maple, ironwood and black and yellow birch
which are found on the higher ground, while the lower levels grow in addition
balsam, spruce and some tamarac. The price obtainable for this timber pays
the settler for the labor expended in clearing his land and sometimes leaves
a profit in addition, The porous character of the soil renders drainage un-
necessary, except for unusually low-lying tracts.

St. Joseph’s Island, containing about 92,000 acres, lies about twenty-five
miles southeast of the Sault, at the entrance to the St. Mary's River. The
soil is generally fertile though stony in some parts, and the island well
watered and timbered. It is all taken up with the exception of about 4,000
acres, but partly cleared farms can be purchased at reasonable prices, ac-
cording to the quality of soil and extent of improvements.,

Settlement in the townships along the line of the Sault Ste. Marie branch
of the Canadian Pacific Railway has extended irom five to twenty miles back
irom the road. There are flourishing settlements at Bruce Mines, Desbarats,
Thessalon, Nairn Centre, Massey and other points, and recent accessions
of colonists have been numerous, the influx to this excellent grazing and
dairying scction having been not a little stimulated by the demand for
provisions created by the growth of Sault Ste. Marie. The establishment of
an extensive pulp mill by the Spanish River Pulp and Paper Company near
Webbwood will considerably increase the demand for small farm produce of
this section.

The Manitoulin Islands contain much excellent arable soil, but it is now
nearly all taken up, and the population numbers from 10,000 to 12,000. The
building of the Manitoulin and North Shore Railway from Little Current
to Sudbury will give the inhabitants of the Manitoulin Islands winter com-
munication with the mainland and improve farming conditions.

The Townships oi Korah, Park, Prince, Plummer and St. Joseph’s Island
are now open for location under the Free Grants and Homesteads Act, but
very little good land remains unlocated in them. Various other townships
are open for sale and settlement at 50 cents per acre, one half cash and the
balance in two equal annual instalments, three years' residence being re-
quired beiore the patent issues.

There are Crown Lands Agencies in the District in charge of R. V.

Whalen, at Waliord: H. N. Young. at Sault Ste. Marie, and Thomas Buchanan,
Thessalon.
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If more detailed information concerning any of the districts mentioned

than is contained in this pamphlet be required, write to the local Crown
Lands Agents, or to the Director of Colonization, or to

HON. E. J. DAVIS,

Commissioner of Crown Lands,

Toronto, Ontario.




