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1t H“in LY, we shall be called upon to decide the  of their economic interest. the embodiment of i i :

. sh . rest, the embodime their course, t i i

- S political polieies to. be adopted in these try-  sovereianty of power. 0 :‘!(;\j:‘f:,]thatl their gl‘eed.y qnarrel.mg over the spfnl

: ing times hy “‘our’’ gountry. The issues and The ruling elass--as a whole—possess all the ""1"{ lbn‘t"_? Cf’m; attention to their methods, and its

‘ : $ b i Ole—]( 258 ie AIs i i

m) sogans are now being Pre)‘ﬂ'd. and, we have no means of eduneation, all avenues of information and mtl ’t fries ls‘t s n'e"'e’:‘“ty . “p‘t‘,l to -
g £ 2 e # . e, Tohdit e o B » L cate its support, both theoretically and practically,
‘ \ ge, all channels of publicity and research, and for it (capital) education becomes the ‘‘snare

of the fowler.”

On the other hand, through the blindness and
apathy of the slave class itself—a produet, of course,
of capitalist evolution—through the general condi-

e | . g
an to the fullest of its abilitv—whieh, in this diree-
tion is of a high order— it uses those means to dis-
‘l 1 t'i . . -

tort the faet, to suppress the truth. to veil the issues

many agreeable changes predicted, with the advent
of 8 new government, “safely and sanely '’ elected
by the demoeratie will of constititional usage. Of

We are a free and a great people, having

¥
"
"
¥
3
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b cours?
" things done In this, *‘our’’ country, just as we, “hie 2 huie L ¢
: alightened people,”’ desire them. Not at all Like “l'l' ls 'l' ” :i]::;!lzf)dadt‘llersllti e the' cowt neee.'mt!e. e
M these unfortunate ““Rolsheviks,'' under the dicta IME' POSTUMUS"'- Favy :{ Ol: pisiigahens clrcnmsclzlbed .
9 - : i’ narrow orbited, its influence (because of its pover-
iy tion of a fanatic clique of extremists, drunk with SHp tv) so neeligibl d loeal i i :
e rower. who have twice ruined Russia—being the A POINTER FOR PRE-ELECTION i sk g A af‘d Yvorkmg papeairsily
power, . _ tion and effort so awry and disjointed, that no effic-
e weasion of a blockade which denied the means of AUDIENCES ient organization can be put against its opposing
:', preduction to those oweet Pmtf"; nm‘l t‘h« '«.hm*'. =T propagandist to clothe and dignify the new Sth.ic‘of
: :;.:;, of n',-, present hmmc.' 0, “*Bolshies,”" how A correspondent sends along this item to the rising soeial power with visible authority. Or,
: W we give yon an ac'c'ounnngf ilus‘rate the condition of affairs here, now to put it better, to gather the disjointed efforts and
: Some of us proud British born posspss the prero that we are being massaged with words eon- vague aspirations of social produetion into the eo-
o ative of suffrage. But the possession of a pnv: cerning our welfare—our future welfare of ordinated invincibilty of Socialist society. For, the
: ;l::eﬁnrnﬂ with it the advantages of its ;mt:vn a:i»d course. 1£, windy utterances contained food power of the ’capiuflist.class ]ies’in>i.ts control ?f the
; efits. 11 we use the former at all, the profit of the values. the working class would be well fed at forces of the state, i.c., its authority is the state itself.
e latter must surely acerue to us. In these circum- election times. When are we to hear the din- A tact which proclaims the futility of all reform
: stances therefore, Uhe Ppresent social condition of ner hell ringe? within the sphere of capitalist activity, and which,
. :,;5&9’ yust_he She - e Of s .43 3hat sol 4 Dea?®ie 1 send along a biting epigram of | ™ due tune, under the increasing pressure of econ-
w, why is soeiety Yesti®ss and discontented, riot- the ancient Roman evnie Martial, being the re- ogmc:cu'cumstances B compel us far our eman-
- "_‘"'“‘d unruly? Why Hoes it manifest such aver- ply of a peasant to a windy lawyer, which I A, to.the a.wumptxon'of State authority. Our
“ 6an 10 its own “‘arder?” Why this continual need find quoted in the last number to hand of the "h"“?“f"‘ s hastening on that ne?e“ity 'to
: for the appearance of change! Why so many laws “Treeman.”” Working class readers who un- the ripest maturity, and the forwar.d pr?mng social i
"t macted contrary to majority interests? If the derstand the false-faced polities of the old line forces cannot be much lt.)ngfar restrained in the seeth- :
: 5‘f°Pl' are responsible, why arc.!h".“ ignorant of parties will appreciate the Roman s satire. Sub- - ahyss. of effete (2aplt81181¥l.
g their own enactments? And their fateful conse: stitute for the Roman peasant, Canada’s work- Hencelit Rp— *!mt our minds take on the hue of .
- gaences to themselves? It will not do to say 1t is ing masses, whose ever-present problem is one our capxtalﬁt environment, So we are confufed )
. ‘original sin.”' That is the antithesis of the pre- of livelihood, for, “‘the common man has won with the shifty, kaleidoseope of capitalist property
) mise—the intelligent majority., And it does not ex- the war and lost his livelihood'’; and for the r_lght. So we .eagerly ran after the fleeting rush-
# plain how the derivable advamage is invariably on windy lawyer, substitute Messrs. Meighen and lights of transient self-interest. So the social tra-
: the upper side. Nor s the “will of God" any bet- | Mnckenzie King. spokesmen in polities for “the ditions of a vanished past, bind as to the individnal-
: ter. That is but another **Bolshevik'* usurpation of hord-faced interests who did well out of the Bt present. :qo the pa.rtial equality. of a rising era
2 the “people’s”” amthority. For, it surely cannot be war''- -and their respective camp followers, veils our social evolution, and sacrifices us on the
; eontended that sinee we are an enlightened and de the subsidiary and auxiliary parasites and mer- d.e\'eloped antagonisms of class law and to the har-
. mocratie people we cannot eontrol our own social cenary riff-raff of ward politics. Those who ried slaves Of_ tO(.lay pres.ent.s, o h Utopun.flrea.m-
" organization.  Espeeially when human control is read the windy speeches of the above- named world, the kmdlm.g aspirations, the fore:‘ghm.psed
everywhere evident. gentlemen, having not the least bearing on grandeur, the ‘::chxeved fratel.'mty that mfls.a
1 : Yet, nevertheless, the *‘will* of God is the cause working class problems, and the .accmmts of cloud ?f glory™ on the certainty of the Socialist
e —albeit it is neither the ““God of Bethel,”’ nor any the tom-tom beating in the uomma.tg)n cau- hm'namty of-.tomorrow. : : :
- other human abstraction. but the omnipotent god of cuses, will appreciate the neatness with y\'ll}ch s The \}'orkmg class of t?day has no 1d’ent1ty of in-
) the machine.” We e;ut a ballot, it is true, and the old Roman’s epigram caps the pre-election t(‘l‘f‘St. with any other section O'f society. It.m
‘ "h?.ngc the l'lllme of the govermnen'l Which signi- futilities n (Canada today: es '_‘c‘t'_h" “n_ght’,_, nor*‘ _"9“““5"" ‘n‘.l o lts.econ' -
i fles nothing. Beeause we‘ were not informed enough “‘Tw!.\' suit has n(.»'rhm_:.! to (llotw'l:h' as:z;)l(:{ltt. ::]n(:ci;nesc(l::?;t_\:ﬁ;:i‘g(:;:l:: :\;l;:::z:lcl; ];31?: j
s to o ! s hattery, or poisoning, put 1t 1§ & AEG »
h 0‘:{:"':“’“" T O N T :;.‘,-N. x \\-hli\-h I complain have been | The wage slave is allowed to vote. Yes. But he
d Skt ¢ ‘;"" section of the (‘ﬂl“"“h"' : ‘t“ ‘-llr ‘:"“‘ ctolen by my neighbor. This the judge de: cannot vote in his own interest. Because he .does
3 (.hh'r (‘;S 'l(‘ Iﬂﬂmbl‘“»(‘l(‘-‘".‘ 'lh!‘,\-. nrl'f h‘t. f\x;‘“-‘ sires 10 have [lr(\\'l‘(l to him; but you, not possess the data necessw to form &tme. Judg-
its p,.":] rfctfy frm'n the rulm'n c.lnss. - ”h“h'\__ with swelling words and extravagant ges- ¥nmt. Because .the knowledee n'ecessary to sift the
I idnally am ollowing of capitalist "h'mm"_‘. Sane, tures dilaté on the Rattle of Cannae, the issue—the one jssue—at stake is suppressed. Be-
d Bty ey have, ther'nforc, the same "I"‘“_‘l ‘;("._ , \lithridatic war, and the perjuries of the canse the trained powers to de_tect. and expose t..he
8, Pr;widmau('l “‘““".“‘P“"““ property. Thv“ ; "’;"“ insensate t‘:mlm;:m.x.ians. t.ho .Syllae, the subtlety of treachery arm.md }.nm is denied to him.
of "wnp}". is 'r‘mt?meen with _a ‘‘platiorm A'""‘ Marii, and the Mucn. It is time, Postu- Ax}d .(lgecanse of .th?se things in tm.'n) he lacks t.he
. B iword,”* with propaganda u!ul campaign n¢ mus, to say something about my three principle of publie mferest wherewith to determine
4 ies. The former is the transient economic in goats.” ’ public freedom. That is why all of us burn ‘‘strange
terest, and the key and motive of its monetary «phil- fire’’ on the altars of ancient gods.
atter is the For those reasons the ‘‘popular’’ will is an illu-

anthropies’ and hurrving activities; the 1

veil and orange blossom with which that inte sion. In political democracy, the representation of

all interests is an impossibjlity, because eonstitutional

in order to preserve intact its sacred right
To he sure, hetween the capitalist fac-

rest s

til‘l‘ql of reality,

th

:‘::::n-knd‘lnd jewelled, so that we may be ""‘ _
tha matrimony with the painted conseript. For by
; union is the privilege of property mmrunlh“l.
"M: r,"““ﬂ class, through lwmmml. initiative, 2
ev"-.vmﬂnenee, and publicity \\'uil.nu.!. puts f“}: “‘.
thi“"'"‘“" to get its representative elected. F
thed suddenly jmportant individual 1%
“Ir clasg representative—the political

pri-

in reality,
ex prossiou

of ln[‘(\!‘l‘ﬂ}'. ; 3 >
is considerable “muckraking’’ contin-

aal (which becomes very mm‘lfed dur.ing‘:
elections, for the savor of plunder 1s 1n their n(.»stnls,)
« they contrive that nothing inimieal to their com-
R property even sees the light of day.
; obliterate it. They see, of

t1ons there
v g{(»inf.! on

hu
mon capitalist
Not if any means can

government signifies the law of the ruling class,

symbolizes the dominance of the modern capitalist

class and its exploitation of wage-lahor. The gov-

ernment is the council board of that class, and it is

almost entirely composed of class members with
(Continued on Page 5)
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WESTERN CLARION

What i1s a Point of View ?

Part 2.

BY C. STEPHENSON

(Note: This is the second and concluding part of
this article. Part 1 appeared in the ‘‘Clarion’
of September 1st.)

I have, in this article, to make use of some more
or less unfamiliar terms, therefore, to commence
with, here are their dictionary “definitions, as fol-
lows:—

ANIMATE—Living: Possessed of animal life.

INANIMATE—Without animation or life.

ANIMISM—A theory which regards the belief in
separate spiritual existence as the germ of religious
ideas. The belief is considered to have arisen from
the evidence of the senses, interpreted by the erude
and child-like science of the savages.

(Latin—anima, the soul).

ANTHROPOMORPHISM — The representation
of the Deity in the form of man or with bodily
parts: the ascription to the Deity of human affec-
tions and passions. (Greek—Anthropes, man,
morphe, form).

Also, as additional authoratative testimony on
““Animism’” I quote from a small volume published"
by Corstable & Co., London, one of a series on ‘‘Re-
ligions: Ancient and Modern.”” The volume in gues.
tion treats of, ‘“The Religion of Ancient Greece.’
The author of the volume is, Jane Ellen Harrison,
honorary degrees Aberdeen and Durham, staff lec-
tarer and sometime Fellow of Newnham College,
Cambridge. Says the author:—

““The study of cowparative religion shows that
man does not at the outset attribute complete per-
sonality to the things he worships. Personality
comes with the giving of human or animal form. Be.
fore complete impersonation, we have ‘‘animism,”’
when the gods are intangible Things, powerful but
not personal, dwelling anywhere, everywhere. These
Things are scarcely, in our sense, gods; but they be-
come gods when man enters into relation with them,
localizes them, fixes them by some form of worship.
Wholly personal they scarcely become until an art-
ist makes of them some image, however rude, or a
poet takes them as material for a story. With an-
imism is eclosely conneeted fetich—worship. Man
imagines that the spirit things he vaguely conceives
of dwell in chance natural objects, and chiefly in
stones or trees.”’ :

This artiele is part two and conclusion of my dis-

cussion of the mature of a point of view, the first
part of which saw print in the issue of the 1st of
September. 1In that issue I tried to deseribe a point
of view as a system of principles and standards of
Judgments, which served as the bases of opion upon
any social facts brought to our attention. Such
prineiples and standards of judgment, I also tried
prepossessions (a bias pos-
sessed beforehand) which, in the main, were aec-
-quired unconsciously under the diciplinary influ-
ence of habits of life enforeed by the manner of
procuring a livelihood, and by those entailed in eon-
forming to the conventional institutions and stand-
ards of conduct pertaining to any definite form of
social organization. Under the long term diseiplin-
ary influence of habits of life, such mental prepos-
sessions as make up a point of view become habits
of thought and as such there is resort to them with-
out conscious effort when opinion is expressed upon
any matter,

The principles and standards of judgment of a
point of view acquired in this way are held un-
questioned and uneritieally, being not of reasoned
convietion. Nevertheless, their hold on the mind is
perhaps all the more tenacious, as indefeasibly right
and good and common-sense principles, because
they are a matter of unreasoning habit. Such is the
genesis and nature of those unreasoned out prinei-
ples and standards of judgment, as well as the qual-
ity of their hold on the mind, with which men rise
to a reasoned consideration of facts. In part I T
also endeavored to throw in contract the bourgeois

of view and the socialist point of view as, in
their principles and standards, fundamentally op-

2

posed to each other. I pointed out that the bour-
geois point of view being the traditional peint of
view, was maintained in the minds of the people by
the inertia of habits and by control of educational
institutions and other means for forming opinion in
the interest of a parasitic social class, long after
the material conditions had passed away which bad
given that point of view what validity it may ever
have had. 1 pointed out also that the socialist point
of view, on the other band, was born of the social
facts of today and that its principles and standards
struck the note of a new order of social life based
on production for use instead of for profit. I furth-
er stated that the socialist task was to remove the
bourgeois point of view from the minds of the work-
ing class and to substitute in its place the socialist
point of view; and that thus the nature of a point
of view had a bearing on our educational work both
as to its charaeter and our methods.
L] » - - ]

To throw further light, if I can, on the question,
‘“What is a point of view ! I deal in this issue with
‘“‘animism’’, a point of view on external faects of
man’s environment which found universal expres-
sion among primitive savage peoples; and which,
moreover, is o natural to man that it has still per-
sisted in varied forms down through succeeding
ages, though with continually lessening foree. I
selected animism because I thought the simplicity of
its elements and the artless quality of primitive
man’s thought reactions to his environment would
be easily comprehended, more be-token that, in
those respects as we!l as others, there remains a
good big chunk of primitive in us vet.

Though I am dealing with Animism, I am not
giving any ecomplete survey, however brief. of that
conception of things. My account of it will be of
the sketchiest, just what I consider necessary for
my purpose, but sufficient, T hope, to be suggestive
and provocative of thought on my primary theme.

L ] * B * *

Students of Primitive Society tell us of the en-
ormous part played in it by anima! tales, myths and
cults. The primitive savage of the infaney of th
human race, dramatised the things of the worl
coming under his observation. His view of them
was what is termed, a subjective view, that is, he
saw them not in the objective matter-of.fact way
of modern seience. but through the mediam of his
own personality. Both inanimate as well as animate
things were conceived to bhe possessed of spirit.
Streams, rocks, trees, fire, ete.. as well as the animal
kind, were eredited with having a life of will and
purpose, and of fears, loves and hates like man’s
own. External objects were believed to do things,
or rather it was believed they were seen to do things,
It was to that way of conceiving of inanimate things
rather than of animate things to which has been
given the term ‘‘animism, "’ §

The beliefs of many savage or semi-savage tribes
today illustrate this trait. The Pueblo potters
(women) are said to believe that eertain clays have
likes and dislikes for each other. Such a econcep-
tion arises, no doubt, from some such experience as
that certain clays will not properly amalgamate,
and also that one kind of elay may' be necessary as

‘tempering material for another. Many primitive

peoples also impute spiritual qualities and magic
virtues to their tools and weapons, Perhaps vesti-

. gial remaing of that trait are retained by us to this

day in our habitual use of the feminine gender in
referring to machines, engines, ete. 1t is still eus-
tomary with us to refer to a ship in that way; and
the old time deep water sailor’s superstitious vegard
for the spiritual qualities of his ship is at least a
matter of repute, if not now a matter of fact with
his degenerate successor. Then there is the wholly
illusory, though edifying and consolatory belief so
prevalent today in regard to soeial affairs, that
there is an ameliorative trend in things—almost it
is primitive animism again, stripped of anthropo-
morphic elements—a trustful faith in wvolntion as
though the evolutionary theory postulated develop-
mental progression only, and not also retrogres-
sion, as is required in the coneeption of modern
science of a process of mechanical causation.

In the course of immense periods of time under
the diciplinary influence of matter-of-fact experi-
ence, less and less of spiritnal endowment is im-
puted to inapimate objocts themselves, and anthrop-
omorphie or man-like agencies are conceived to
carry on their life and work in some degree of de-
tachment from material objects. The prineiple of
animism, which is only a more archaie form of an-
thropomorphism, is maintained, but is now express-
ed in anthropomorphic terms. At this stage, ap-
proximately, anthropomorphie religion definitely
makes its appearance in human affairs, There is then

muech further and more elaborate myth n

: v . iking yp.
til, as Veblen with sly humour puts ;t . .
“In the course of elaboration and refinement there -
emerge a monotheistic and providentia] « reator smw-:ily
an infinitely remote but ubiquitous space of four ,,.,;,"
slons.™ i
The trait or propensity of man for i e |
personality into external objects .. s Mok
wore favorable field for expressing jio.s amons
amimate or living things than among the 1,u0 s

In respeet of animate things, for oby:

imism maintained itsell longest and ip greqto '
Savage man regarded the animal kind «

ally as a part of his community and with . ‘
“consciousness of kind'' with himself His ¢ \-y“
and legends of animals tell us that, eaptire oy
ed in the chase, they vet let themselves b < dona

to. Thus were produced not merely the my
of tales and legends of savage peoples .| 2z of
fectionately upon the aetivities and festir. of an.
imals, but also those elaborate rites a1 .1 .
made animals ancestors, heroes, tribal <o, heads
and divinitiex. Man, down even to this i1
inveterate nature—fakir, as the late T.. |
velt knew, but time and the enltural i plines of
work-day habitg of life entailed in to: ling. hreed.
ing and improving stock., and of us {omest]
cated animals, as well as the diciplines of other
modes of life brought on with the progress of the in
dustrial arta, have weakened that animis hatit
Those matter-of-fact diseiplines have induced mors
maiter-of-fact mental prepossessions alvo i1 regard
to animate as well as inanimate phen.
saying that *‘familiarity breeds contempt " i« true i
its rigorous meaning only sometimes 1t i more
universally true that familinrity breeds matterof
fact knowledge, and is thus the dispelior of illu.
sions oftimes were mattersof-make. bolicvo

At a certain stage of social development long
after the magiec and myth making of sa10g s 1oty
is left behind, we arrive approximately o 2 point
when eertain forms of man’'s beliefs and ceremonzl
practices may be charseterized as definitely re-
ligions. At this stage, the anthropomorplis gods
who walk with the children of men are innumer
able: gods that were tribal ancestors, gods of loeali.
tien. of the seasons and the elements, pols of war
and of industrial pursuits, gods malevolent and hen.
eficient. But gradually, with the increase of b
ledge horn of experience with external fats the
spirit powers are pushed further into the back
ground of observed phenomena, many of them 1
be dispensed with altogether. This proeess s slw
furthered by the amalgamation of the tribes and the

tudes

. i% 3h

v Roose

fﬂ!r"'ion of i”d!‘p@ndfn' towns and «ities ma
political unities, and by the growing inter N.
smong Mpl” ""'Oll'b trade and commerce and

travel, followed as a result by the exchance f ideas
and the growth and gemrll diffusion of knowledge:
And last, but not least, it was also furthered by the
political needs of the great Imperialisms, which, o
tagonistic, demanded unity in religions ideas as well
as political in the interest of the centralised e
So ﬂn‘"y’ there emerges triumphum over the aunt
onomons gods the monotheistiec God, Suprene
lord of the universe. And, as evidence of the «ffect

of a highly institutionalised social organization ":
the mental outlook, the people of the middl ages
conceived of God, and of the snbordinate spiritudl

powers of the upper and the nether worlds, as or
ganised according to the feudal model of status -\"“f
in respect of the seience of the time, speaking f’,
ancient, but more enlightened Greeks, and theit
coneeption of universal laws having a guiding oo™
trol over the eourse §f things human and in nature,
Prefessor Dewey has this to say of the related con
ception of the Middle Ages:

The Middle Ages added to this Greek idea of control
the idea of a command proceeding from a superior “:n.’
and hence thought of the operations of nature as if 1h".‘.
were a fulfillment of a task set by one who had authorils
to direct action.”

With the passing of years since the middle o
the Animistic preconeeption continued to lose for |
as a result of the influence of seientific thought a1
enquiry, together with the inereasing control "","1
natural forces exercised by man through mod Y.'
industrial processes. So that it has come to he ~ai°
that the modern working class, especially ”"""; ?
the mechanical trades, are irreligious by oceupt ol
The old anthropomorphie conceptions of a |""“"“”
God and personal Devil only continue to cxist )

(Continued on Page 8)
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PAGE THREE

/ﬁistow of the Art of

IN THREE PARTS—PART 1.

By Katherine Bmith

{HE art ol writing, and its progress, superi
nsidered, may appear a trivial subjec:

vestiention, but without the art of writ
-« of our ancestors, in every branc
ould have been lost to us and our bes
citnrtions would fail 1o reach posterit
mouth method gave us tradition

ot 2 411 history, as the latter ean only by

o from written material,

vt of writing is as old as eivilization is

teed Morzan uses it to mark the introduction 1

eivilizatt It is thought prebable that 1 North
Bahylonia the pictograph or hieroglyphic stag

s pasecd cight thousand years ago. We are toid
that seven i oueand years ago in Egvpt, Babylo
gnd Crete, hoth reading and writing were of hoary
antiguit "he written word has always been of
eveterions signifieance 1o the savage. Among siuch
o person who conld use symbuols for co
punics’ on was next to the gods; hence wrigen la
Fuages | ered to forms of worship and ren

ed in th iroh.  In this way the currency of cvil
rstion and learning beeame written languag:

gently the reverenced part of edueation has

'l

heenn the soenees ad first hand studies of reality,
4 languree and books have beefd made the prom

et constituents of the ‘curnienium until very re
eEnt Years

Wntinz has evolved through the same general
dages as the evolution of speech. First, there was

i re

the gestare language, corvesponding to the signal
the animal herds, to give alarm and o
means of communication with fellows; next there
was the onomatopoetie, or growl writing, ideozraphs
in whieh formws of actual objects were united, as
viun hieroglyphies, the picture of a man

to represent the idea of man ete. This
s 1 note or word formed in the evelution of lan
usge Gradually intonation was added, accent for
“irs meaning or emphasis ; this stage n ts carliest
development is well illnstrated in the Chinese repre
watation of complex ideas. a

The slly important factor in human progress
kas not been so mueh the discovery of a method by
which words can be recorded as it has been the in-
tention of some facile, graphic device, such as the
tiphabet. by means of which the art of writing can
be 3o far simplified as to become attainable before
the age of adolescense has passed. A people may
possess the art of writing without the knowledge of
a1 alphabet. but such & system of non-alphabetis
¥niting wili be so limited in its power of expression
8 10 be of little value, or else be too difficult, com
Mlicated and unsuitable for general use. The meth:
ods of writing used by the early Eg) ptians, Assy U
1 and Chinese go to prove that without the alpha
bet any complete system for the graphic representt
tion of speceh is an acquirement so difficult as to
demand the labor of a lifetime. Under such condi
HOS, seienee and religion necessarily tend to Te
nain thy exelusive property of a |\rivstl_\‘ caste, o)
**nded culture becomes impossible, and such a 33
“m of writing, instead of being the most effective
eans of progress may become one of the most pow
erful meang of enslaving the masses.

The hicroglyphics system of the Egyptians, al
though it is the source of all existing alphabets, 13
f&r frm,‘ "l‘illg lhl‘ o"'y graphiv system i“\»,-nll‘li_ or
t‘ho‘ only one whieh attained the alphabetic st e
ueve ded in 1n-
‘euting methods of writing independently of one an
Other., The characteristic fact to be l't'n\z‘mln'rn‘«l 18
that the starting point and general direction have
e the yame, i.0.,, all systems of writing have been
oung tq have had their beginning in rude pictures:
these pietures being conwentionalized, more OF less
radually eame to be used to represent words and
::3' “““"nme the symbols of more or less complex

#hstract thought.

system of

the Egy

¥as dra

age ol

lopment. Various races have succec

I enquire brietly into the primitive forms of
vriting arom which all alphabets are abbreviated de.
seendants

1 % o — 4 B
» 10 mstanee similar stages found among

hations of today, and to show how our own

reached 8o high a stage of perfection

“r a survey of a Ju’;;.r jn'rlml covered l»_\ the de-
clopment of writing we are able, for convenience
Porevity, to arbitrarily divide the whole into
Stages
1 — The mnemonic, or memory aiding.
2.~ ldeograms ' ‘
Pictuar of ohjeets
Pictorial symbols, or words.
Phonoerams,
Verbal signs,
Syvilabie signs,
Alphabetic signs.
1. -The Mnemonic Stage: Iu this some tangible
ahject 18 nsad. as a messagre or for !‘r'")!'il. hetween
poople hivinge at a distanee from each other, and also

for purnose of acerediting the messenger.  This

dpates the symbolie stage

examples of the mnemonis

staze borders on and anh
.
i
!

r juiners " or knotted cords still used by the
‘nma herdsman of the Peruvian plateaux to regis-
tneir herds. The history of the *‘quipers’” is

r, the being still with us in both the rosary
on which ti homan Catholies count their pray-

r«. in the knot tied in our handkerchief to help our .
sailor’s log-line. The de-
vice was of widespread use. reaching its most elab-
form amoncest the ancient Peruvians, from
whose langnage the term *‘quiper,”” meaning knor,
The following is a deseription from

1 ) 1’ « i » +)
nemory and i tnhe

s horrowed
the story of the Zlﬂf"!’d“ ot ‘»}' (“,m]«l:

To the maln rord at civen distances are fastened thin-
ner cords of dilferent colors, ea~h eord heing knotted in
divers wais to represent special purposes and each color
avit peculiar significance of its o»n. ie. red for sold-
wors, vellow for gold, white for silver, gresa for comn, ez,
ahile he mearing of a single knot was ten, double knot
one hundred, two double knots two hundred, Besides be-
3 venience in reckoming they were used for heep-
the annale of the Empire of the Incas, for sending
orders for preserving records of the dead in old Egypt,
t

“ 4t the nresent time small cords are used by the native
trites of Androh in West Africa; while other African tribes
ave devised message sticks similar to the wellknown
< more highly deveioped kunot reckoning

ourd amone the Mexican Juni and in more primitive
song some of the North American Indians. A
pencration ago the Hawalian tax-gatherer hept accouut
¢ +ho acsessable property throughout the islands in cord
from three to five {athoms in length. The Chinese used
. kpoted cord prior to the invention of writing.and its
.o found depicted in Egyptian hieroglyphics. In
1521 the Houses of J arliament were destroyed by over-
in burning up an accumulation of tally-
i to keep the accounts of money
tont to the government. In Scotland fifty years ago the
;...;‘. ¢+ hoy made a notch on his ‘nick-stick’ for every loaf
1eft on his rounds, Thus the use of objects was
: in the distant past, and gtill survives in

tralian Ly

ueating S1OVeS
ticks that had been uUse

s

. ) )
{ ‘read

almost universal

some measure ” : ‘
Necanse of our familiarity with the wampum ot
the North American indian little need to said on the

cubiect. The use of wampum belts is not wide-
- ,,',..,:. The beits consist of handmade beads or
erforated shells arranged in various patterns on
filament, hemp or Jdeer-skin strips, the ends
colveideed by sinews, or fibres of hemp. The
teorns are usually pictorial symbols recording
iistory of the tribe or treaties between
ois dey eloped the wampum belt

Lems
nal
events in the b
spribes. The [roguois ¢
to quite a high degree ol nl‘t.. ‘

9 . Jdeograms: These are pictures intended to re-
Lresent either things or thoughts. They are of two
; pictures or actual representations of ob-
rocts: and (2) pictorial symbols suggesting abstract
{1, «The earliest actual record known of any
seene depicted on the fragment
as found in the rock shelter at
ereme. It portrays a prim-
eval hunter covered with hair creeping up to a
gigantic urus, feeding in the grass, and the hunter

: geen in the very act of casting a spear at his un-
S8 ’ N

vinds: (1

i«h':l\'.
actual event is the
of an antler which w
Langerie Basse in Auv

Writing

suspecting enemy.’” It is evident that primitive
man, in his attempt to record and transmit his
thoughts in a graphic manner selected such objecta
within his environment as were most. frequently en-
countered in his struggle for existence. Clodd
writes: ‘‘The necessity of identifving personal as
well as tribal property, especially in land and live-
stock led to the employment of various characters
more or less pietographic which have their repre-
sentatives in signaries used in ancient commerce
and in manufacturers’ trade marks.”” In the marks
used for branding cattie can be recognized survivals
of Indian writing. Prof, Ernst of Caracas says
‘““that in tatooing, aside from its symbolic and relig-
ious significance marking the connection of the man
with his elan-totem or individual totem and also its
decorative purpose, there is also a utilitarian pur-
pose. It is known that certain red tribes of Red
Indians tatoo both sexes so that the ecaptured in-
dividual may be identified and ransomed in case of
war. The grave of a chief is indicated by his totem
seratched upen « slab, tribal boundaries are marked
by stones engraved with the totem of the tribe. The
very curious records on Pictish stones of Scotland;
the pictures on the magic drums of the Laplanders;
the drawings found on rocks in Australia, Siberia,
Peru and Arabia not only show how keenly men of
Jdifferent races have striven to record some lasting
memorials of their deeds, but these drawings are
also of value in proving the essential similarity of
the means used by different people to give effect to
their desires.’’ i

A further extension of the system of picture writ-
ing became possible when it was discovered that
complex ideas eould be conveyed by combinations
of simple ideograms.

(To be continued.)
- :0:

THE SOAP BOXER

Of the different forms of society which are open
tc the adherents of the Socialist mevemeut, that of
ine street corner propagandist, or ‘“‘soap boxer,”
jpussesses a remarkable attraetion, and much value.
.ot only is it effective in familiarizing the worlers
w1k the t{ruths of Scientific Socialism, but it alse
serves as a valuable aid in broadening and deepen-
ing that understandinz of the wurking class min.,
which is so necessary tc the stadent of society and its
81.airs.

In Vancouver, an’de the squalor «f the downtown
distriet, hard by the slave market, where the work-
ers in mine, field and forest have the privilege of
rcading on the empisyment boands, the price and
tcvms upon which tley shall render up the use of
heir bodies in the j:vecess of produvction, the work
of education along s -i-ntific lines has been carried
on for many years. Old timers in the revolutionary
movement often ref:: to the argument and diseus-
sion that used to rage around ‘‘Lestor’s Corner,”’
in the days when the muovement in Canada was very
voung, and many of them can point to it as the place
where they first deve'oped the habits ol thought and
viewpoint peculiar !« 1evolutionary Socialism. And
it is of the utmost importance that this street corner
propaganda should be carried on. Here it is that
the migratory worker can be met and appealed to
under eircumstances which make his-mind more s'is-

ceptible to new ideas, and his miserable precarious
condition as a wage worker is revealed to him in a
manner that cannot be disputed. With a keen re-
collection of hard and brutal tasks performed for a
wage barely sufficient for his most simple neecds,
and doubtful as to his ability to secure even this in
the future that seems to await him, he will eagerly
join the erowd that gathers when the street corner
meetings begins.

But the Socialist speakers are not alone in their
claims for a hearing. Here also come the religion-
ists of different, but not conflicting ereeds, clamor-

(Continued on Page 8)
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GET IN AND HELP

While the orthodox political parties all over the
country are talking to a bewildered working class
about the lying habits of each other, the working
class, patient and hungry, are wondering whenathe
three-meal-a-day period is due to set in.
Meighen is touring Eastern Canada talking about
how the country has been um, and Mackenzie King,
in the same area has been talking about how it
should have been run. If words were nutritious, the
working class would have enough to carry them from
one election date to another. -

Explanations aplenty have been made as to why
it is that a vast working population of wealth pro-
dueers in this eountry is turned out of mill, mine
and faetory, the chance to earn a living taken from
thém. The war in Europe and the ensuing diffi-
culties of ‘‘re-establishment’” have ecome to be the
stock-in-trade execuses of the politicians for the hun.
ger and want that follow unemploymeng to the mass
of the workers. The true explanation lies deeper
than that. The workers have served a full appren-
ticeship in listening to wind bag politicians in the
yvears gone by. If they will attend to the cam-
paign eonducted by their own class candidates in this
eleection they will come to an understanding of their
own troubles, of employment as well as unemploy-
ment,

The nominees of the Socialist Party of Canada are
now hard at work in B. C. and Manitoba. Alberta
comrades are making their preparations for the cam-
paign. They are likely to have three of four can-
didates in the field. Campaign funds are hard to
gather, and earnest support from all interested
workers is required. So far, the nominees of the
S. P. of C. are:— <

B. C. CONSTITUENCIES:
’ NANAIMO— W. A. Pritehard
VANCOUVER, (3 Seats)—
\ Burrard: J. D. Harrington /
Centre: T. OConuor
South: J. Kavanagh
. MANITOBA CONSTITUENCIES:
WINNIPEG (3 seats) :— :
H. M. Bartholemew
R. B. Russell _
Chas. Stewart
0 L
SECRETARIAL NOTES

Loeal Vancouver study classes are under way.
- Economics, every Sunday at p.m. History, every
Thursday at 8 p.m., at 401 Pender Street East, Come
all, and welecome! Bring with you any interested
workers of your acquaintance. No fees. Member-
ship in the 8. P. of C. is not essential to class mem-
“brrship. ; e Ul

. »

Classcs about to be formed anywhere will do well
to consult the article by ‘‘Geordie,”” in this issue,
reprinted from ‘‘The Red Flag.”’ This should prove

“helpful and it answers many questions as to how
~classes should be conducted. , ‘‘Geordie’s’’ series
““Concerning Value,” will he continued in next

R * Io & :

_ The ease of the ‘‘B.C. Federationist, Ltd.” and of
A, 8. Wells, manager. has been adjourned again for
s week. Funds for defence are urgently required.

Federal Election, 1921\

Socialist Party of Canada Manifesto No. |

In entering candidates for the forthcoming Fed-
eral Election, the Socialist Party of Canada re-
affirms its position; and has neither promises to
make nor apologies to offer.

We contend that modern society is divided into
two major grou;;\s: the owners of wealth producing
machinery who receive its benefits in the form ol
surplus values, and the operators of that machinery,
the modern wage-working class, who receive for their
labors, when working, sufficient in the form of
wages to represent mere subsistence, \

These relative positions are today maintained by
virtue of the fact that the coercive powers of society
(the State) are held and wielded by the representa-
tives of the master class. It does not matter to our
present argument that divisions between ecertain
sections of the masters produce struggles on their
part to obtain or maintain (as the case might be)
control of the administrative and governmental
machinery.

This is well exemplified at the present moment.
During the early days of last year, several of our
party members were given jail terms in the City of
Winnipeg for allegedly engaging in aetivities which
supposedly resnlted in setting ‘class against class in
the community. Now, today, behold the tariff! The
rresent premier of Canada has deliberately launched
an election campaign which has for its ohjeet the
setting of the industrial (town) against the agrar-
ian (eountry). Over against this position is set the
righteous indignation of Mackenzie King, one-time
expert for the Reckfeller interests, who deeries
tyranny and desires freedom, ;

But what is this all about? A whole host of gen-
tlemen (and ladies) , some distinguished for what
they have said, some for what they have done, and

still others for what they have neither said nor done,
now spread themselves throughout the land, beseech-

ing the listgning ear. They are all apparently sol-
icitous, too, for the welfare'of the dear worker, the
back-bone of the country, the horny-handed son of
toil. When before, one might enquire, was such
interest displayed on behalf of the workers? And
come to think of it, 'twould seem as though such
performances were indulged in only at eleetion time,
when working class votes are sought for the pur-
pose of giving sanction to master elass purposes.
Members of the Working Class! We desire, as
workers together with you, to deal openly, candidly,
bluntly. At a time when the means of producing
those things necessary to human sustenance have
developed to a degree never before thought of, un-
cmployment, with all its devastating misery and de-
gradation for yon, as workers, stalks abroad through
the land with all its irritating unpleasantness. Is
this not an appropriate time for gsking (and having
answereil) the question as to why such a state of
—

Contributions sent to this office will be forwarded.
® & .

7 A book has reached us entitled, *‘Farmers in Pol-
ities,”” by Wm, Irvine. of Calgary, Alberta. A re-
view should prove intevesting during these election

times of such a book, and we promise to dlevote a
column or two in an early issue.
® & 9

HERE AND NOW :

Some wiseacre long ago said that ‘‘Silence is
Golden.”” We've tried it ont and our eonclusion is
that t‘he ancients didn’t have to worry about ‘‘subs’’
or they wouldn’t have framed that text for future
use. If they’d had printers to face day by day, pre-
senting an appalling bill of costs, they’d have start-
ed a yell for ‘“‘subs’’ there and then. We 're yelling
for ‘“subs’’ here and now, Look at our totals, If
the adding machine companies depended on us for
trade they'd be bankrupt and starving, with nothing
to add up but their acgumalating worries.

Let the truth be known. The best way to spread
it around is to increase the sub, list.

things exists? Will the spell-bindery f

the master

class supply this answer? Wil they even gy much
4% attempt to meet the question? They wiy mlé
They cannot. They dare not. N

But we dare, and we will.

Things are today produced not becguse of theip
utility to mankind, primarily, but because of the
profit that can be realized in their disposition, N,
the needs of hunrgy men, women and children bu’:
profit, profit, profit—that is the guiding prineiple of
modern commereial life. The worker's wages repre.

senting merely sufficient food, clothing, and
shelter, on an average, to maintain in working order
a worker and his dependents, are merely a fraction
in value of the result of that worker's labor, This
surplus (the difference between the value of what the
worker gets and what he ereates) must of necessity
find its way to the world market and ther. in e..,;;
petition with the products of other workers of other
uationalities” seck a purchaser. The result of thi
situation is & market glut, industries clo. down,
workers are thrown out of work in their thousands
unemployment results. And the present period of up.
employment is remarkable for the feature that it s
universal in its seope and upphuhlo to all indus
tries. '

A high tariff and a cofresponding high cost of
living, or a low tariff and a corresponding low cost

of living, are questions of import only 1o cur mas
ters. They do not affect in any way the position
and real interests of the working class. Does not

your own bitter and painful experience tell you,
plainer than any theorising might, that when you
can live cheaper you ean work cheaper: a lower cos:

of “Vibt means a lower price for your lzbor power!
All these various schemes and palliatives are use
less. Even if they possessed any merit they are

damned in their making by their authors. Thunk
seriously if you will and tell us whether the allegel
reforms and acts of parlinment that have been
passed in the last quarter of a century, ostenmbly
for YOUR benefit,_have resnlted in any benefits to
you; or have they not rather tended to fasten upos
you in still firmer fashion the chains of wage slavery

The only question worth while for you is: Shall

- those who work the machinery of wealth production

own that machinery and thereby bencfit from its
funetions; or shall the present masters (whether re
presented by Liberal free traders or National tariff:
mongers) eontinue in their ruthless work of exploit:
ing labor for the sake of profits?

If you are desirous of registering a protest against
a continuance of the present system of production
and exchange, ybu will do so by marking your ballo's
on election day for the candidates of the party of
vour elass—The Socialist Party of Canada.

e

HERE AND NOW

Following, $1 each—C. L. Pearson, F. Harmal
Mrs. G Kolonn, J. 8. Lidgerwood, B. Peake, (. Lee,
W. G. Lindsay, J. Wedin, F. Kissack, A. Beaton, A
Legge, W. Truscott, A. Manson, 8. R. Davy, J. Green
wood, T. Richardson.

W, Craig, $3; Parry and Sim, $3; J. Henderson
#2; Sid Earp, 45; 1. Norman, $2; R. C. Mc(utchan,
$2; Gus. Johnson, $2; W. Hoare, $2; W. E. Dickens
$2; W. Lewin, $3; W. Seott, $2; J. J. Albers, $3.

Above, Clarion ‘subs’’ received from 29th Septen”
ber to 13th Cetober, inclusive—total, $47.

03
OLARION MAINTENANCE FUND

“B.LJ.,” #2; A, C. Roga; $2.50; “C.8."" $10.
Above, C. M. F. contributions from 29th Septel
ber to 13th October, inclusive—total, $14.50.
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srudy Classes 1n

political Economy

se———————

vGGESTIONS IN METHOD AND

gOME £V
PROCEDURE
By ‘‘GEORDIE.” .
From **The Red Flag,'' Oectober 4, 1919

HERE is, at the present time, a very notice-
shle ncrease in the number of classes and
i the interest displayed in the study of econo-

This i& the more gratifying, as it has alway«
. recognized I well-informed Socialist eircles
hat the .f.-‘v“'all’\lt‘ “tlld_\' of PO““"H] E"”""lli} ani
M=,V.§ cubjects was the most effective, if not the

, tractive method of propaganda.

s

[ $44

B

s this being the time of year when classes are
. process of formation it has oceurred to the writer,
oo has had some little experience in this matter,

dat it wowd be well, for the guidance of claxses
tgwing for the first time, to give here some of the
rsalts of that experience. 1 am the more impelled
w0 do ths Lecanse | am strongly of opinion that 1o
methond of .s'.ln!_\' 1L of as great, if not greéater,
wortance than the subject matter, so far as begin
rmed.  That is to say. that one of th
wain shiects 0 be attained ix the development of o
fyn attitude of mind—the lt‘iﬂ;liﬁ-' method. Pos
wssing this attitude of mind, believing nothing
estioning all things, insisting on clear and accur
e defnitions, testing every statement by an appeal
fy15. the student is in & position to securely pies
ks way through the mens of lies, misrepresentation
ind elotted nonsense which is modern ;an;«ui.ur It

srature

pers are

v

kg » . N X
he matier of elass-orgamization and methods

ary, | take i, be.left to the commonsense of the
tlass 1tselfl, hint the procedurf will, in gens ral, con
sist of read'ng in turn from the text book, followed
by questions and commend by the members. Asto the
texthook, ** Wage-labor and Capital ™ will probabls
be the best for a start, Wt if this book is used, it
will be well to get & sufficient number of the
viwd edition recently issued by the S. P. of ., as
most editions of this hook are very defective, For
sdvanced students, the £rst nine chapters of “Cap-
tal" conld be studied. *“Value, Price and Profit.”
starting st the sixth chapter, is also very good. Oth-
¢ standard works ought to be at hand and the class
sSould possess a veally good dictionary. Every word
bas, and every statgment ought to have, a meaning,
and it is the businesd of this class to find it. No
portion read from the text-book ought to be passed
up unsifted and the chairman should, so far as pos
tible, sce that every member of the class is satisfied
before proceeding. Many econtroversies and mos
wrguments will be found at the bottom to consis!
of a question of dafinition. Many words and terms
i1 general use have so wide an application or may
mean so many different things that for the purpos
of seientific statement they must be limited to invar
'ably indicate one thing or eategory of things. Such
words as ‘‘Wealth,” *Commodity,” “Value, " ar¢
of this nature, and will often be found used to indi-
m.h very different things by different Feonomists
Where the consensus of authorities has given and
rm & definite significance that meaning should be
ascertuined and the term nsed in that way bul in
nxx.\" case some definite meaning should be attached
'0it and the word or phrase used invariably in that
sense. While this method may be followed in the
fa5¢ of n word, the case is very different when we
rnmlo to a statement of fact. The statement or pro-
Position is true or it is mot true, that is to Sab i
terees with the facts or it does not, and no amount
b Wthority will help it in any case.
lll:!lh:»:tv.mtn‘.‘, 'Q q‘“o“ '"i""'s of m?‘.
: of thig, that or the other proposition, &

horities 1N
it

1
wages. Therefore, the one interest of the sldve class

is the abolition of the wages system, that is to say,
of capitalist society. And that abolition must be
entirely effected by ourselves, the new developed
medium of social progress. Master class and slave
class interests are diametrically opposite, and no
wise scheme or glamoring reform can ever abrogate
their opposition. There ean be ‘only common inter-
est when there is 2 common class, i.e., when there is
Soeialist society. ‘Then with economic freedom, we
shall be equals, with the privileges of equals—with
the guarantee of everything that this highest of
human socicties can encompass and achieve. There
is no other issue. R.

' No statement is worth considering that can not
ne expressed in good, plain, simple English and the
class ‘-'huuld be encouraged to use this mm’l«» of eS;:
;~‘r--s-zuu rather than the ervptic and exotic (t‘-rmiu-
ology so much affected by many members of the

1 ) "
arxian _\4_.]‘“”:.

- Phe selection of a chairman is rather important.
t 's his business to see that the discussion dees not
ulznnivr from the matter in hand: that no one, in-
cludirg himself, monooolizes the time of the class:
encourage timid, bashful members to take part‘
and see that the disenssions are carried on courte-
onsly and in regular form.

I do not, for one, ap-
rove of the appointment of a teacher or instructor,

e class would be as well to have a director
whose funetion it would be to bhe rt'np(m.\ihlv for the

wWOrK done
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TO THE WORKING CLASS OF CANADA

Fellow Workers,—A few weeks ago Russia sent
out a ery for help. The workers of the Russian Sov-
iet Republic are appealing to the workers of- the
world for aid in the terrible ecalamity that has over-
thrown their nation. Decimated by seven years of
incessant warfare, deprived of food and clothing, of
medicines and drugs, of agricultural implements and
industrial machinery by the ecapitalist powers of
Europe, weakened by the internal struggles that fol-
low in the wake of every revolutionary upheaval,
Bussia now stands helpless and unprepared to face
the destruction of its harvest in the Volga district.
The great granary of the Russian nation. A terri-
blé* drought, no rain, from March until August, has
burnt up every testige of vecetation for hundreds
of miles. Land that in other years brought forth
food for thousands of hungry workers lies_blackened
and charred under the blistering sun. Great herds
of cattle upon which millions of children depend for
their food have had to be slanghtered because there
is no grass to feed them. Eleven million men,
women and ecliildren are starving. Cholera, that ~
dreadful disease that stalks in the wake of starva-
tion is wiping out entire townships. © Babies are
&obbing at their mothers’ breasts and there is no

milk. Roys and girls are pleading for food, and

there is no bread. Thousands are dying fml!x pre-

Ak T i ) v'enxable; cura.hle diseases, and there are no medi-

‘s philosophy. Whose business —and interest—it cines. (leanliness could ffheck the spread of contag-

: ; jous diseases, and there is no soap. Even the next

No other will be nom- o ot is in danger, for the seed corn has been used

And whatever 4o Jonage the hunger that is eating out the vitals of
the nation. ‘

We know why Russia has had to suffer, why war
against Russia went on long after hostilities in oth-
or countries has ceased. We know why Russia was
forced to keep her workingmen at the front while
fields lay fallow and the factories stood idle. Rus-
sin has secrificed year after year, her men, her in-
dustries, everything, the very lifeblood of the nation,
that its spirit might live, the spirit of Working Class
brotherhood of working class internationalism. Rus-
sia ‘has been attacked by the great powers of Fu-
rope, and by America, it has been slandered and
vilified, fought with fair means and foul. The cap-
italists of the world. the men who live in wealth and
luxury because you and your fellow workers live in
want, hate Russia because she carries the message
of working class freedom from capitalist oppression
to the world, because she has fought your nation,
brought inspiration and hope to you in your strug-
gles. e
All over Canada committees have sprung up for
the purpose of helping Soviet Russia. By their very
number they are defeating their purposes; they are
duplicating their effort and there is practically no
co-ordination. The American Federated Famine Re-
lief Committee is endeavoring to unify the work of

. t Jost its pristine nature and significance. collecting funds for the famine stricken and the
by AP nation of manufacturers and traders ¢ (anadian Famine Relief Committee for the Drought
' . all-absorbing commercial  Stricken in Societ Russia’’ is directly affiliated with
that committee.
$220,000.000 must be raised. It is the most vital
task that you have ever undertaken. Workers of
(anada, your Russian brothers are calling for your

It would be his business to look up in
dvanee the matter liable to come up, to verify the
, and be prepared to initiate and

carry on the discussion.

fefinitions, ete.

This office may be com-
rined with that of chairman, or if there is no one
willing 1o aet permanently, individual students
<hould be made responsible for the proceedings at
That is to say, that the

meeting of the class.
¢ cach meeting should be laid out in advanve

work o
nd some one member made ro-.-nnusil-le- for it.
his been my eaperience that classes of this
lisble to be infested with a variety of
ke and cranks o one kind and another. These
cople, of course, should have a courteous hearinz
n discussion. but shiould not he allowed to monop-
‘he time of the class and. if necessary, should
frmly suppressed; a little verbal brutality will
Ahem no harm and will he helpful if they are any
wuod.  Ruch people are generally interested in the
propagation of certain nolitical or religious theories,
and it shonld be remembered that the object of the
class is the study of Political Economy, that is to
v, the seienee of the production and distribution
of wealth under Capitalism, and not to draw plans
for the New Jerusalem.

— 10t ——

THE WILL OF THE PEOPLE

1% 1o pr eet class !-ri\’ilvgo.
inated and elected to that position.
mombers from the slave class succeed to that

siray u
‘honor'” are either revisionists (or worse), or are S0

outnumbered as to be negligible.

parliament is the result of a
lutionary process. It has its roots deep in
and forgotten ages. It was the council
a council of equals. It be-
cume the «moot’” of the communal middle agtl's. and
developed into the n-prvsvntaﬁonf of the third es-
i.e., the rising merchant and
carly capitalist period. And
d development of capitalist
it is no wore It lives on the
peient traditions. It is stripped of
11 real anthority: it Las been shorn (.)f.its privileges;
metions have p;lswd into the highen eontrol of
hinet, and its powers are but the moek-
* what the cabinet decrees. Be-
\e was more and more

1 ¥,
}(.:n-n'.\\

Like everything else,

long evo
anfamilar
of tribal communities—

tate—the COMMOoners,

trading classes of the
with the complete

ey,
than a name.

society,

ix‘. sLipe n.' ils &

its
the modern ©
‘ ~:mui~-mm_"
s the tribal commul
1ed, and dominated by the flourishing proces:q of
axchange, and grew gradually mt(.) (jhnttt-l slavery, 80

) aneil of equals lost its original character of
T Just as the accum-

and became ohsolete.
hant oi the middle ages broke up the

| wconomy of the fendal fiefs, so the communal
naturai e¢ i)

ryv of
quse. just

myit

canality

ulating mere

And just as the
into the

y the young parliament of the commoners
S( ! s

in the overshadowing might of the
That is why the ‘will of the peo-
e, the shadow of a sub-

has ‘,rng! 1'\'.\l‘tl

empire,
has di~.:t»1w:n‘ml

tmperial { abinet.

I ‘ n'ry
fu % Weakness with many Socialists 1o quote & 1as P 4 but an emply nan :
rnm "y, Capital,” and to immfim' that b : listant hy lhnnszluds of years. ussxsfance.
tion jg ﬂlQN‘l)\.' ﬂn.ﬂ“V gettled ']‘hn-»npillinll of an gtance, ( l; a l'.l.-wnf‘lﬁ“"n is economic interest. wil you desert them n_OW?
At v ol . - .'i Cpep s < ; > \ v )
Ateurate obgerver and painstaking investigator such Politica ‘ And so long as it remains in exist- We must get together for one great drive for ,
» e nwe. r L i
: ht, but  Nothing B ndure. For it is but the ex- funds.

 Darwin op Marx has. of course, due weig
shonlg always be aceepted with the reservation thu'
an appeal to the facts is the 0"].\. l\rnnf of which any
Probosition is suseeptible.

.o must slavery €

ence, S
sion of that slavery.

exploitation

Address®ll moneys to—Canadian Famine Relief
Committee, P.0. Box 3501, Sta. B, Winnipeg, Man.
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WESTERN CLARION

Lesson 21.

FRANCO-PRUSSIAN WAR AND THE PARIS
, COMMUNE.

v PETER T. LECKIE

HE vacant throne of Spair was giving con-
- I cern to Eunropean chancelleries. At last the
Spanish ministry found a suitable candidate
in Prinee Leopold of Germany. This candidate was

obnoxious to France and when this prince of the

Hoheuzollerns consented, a storm of protest broke
out m the French press. Of course we are told
what the press says ‘‘is public opinion.”’

Lounis Napoleon’s exploits in Mexico had proven
a miserable fiasco. The opposition was gaining
power and Napoleon felt he could gain his popular-
ity by a victorious war against the Germans. Under
pressure of forcign powers Spain was foreed to with-
draw the offer which she had made. and Leopold re-
nounced his candidacy through his father King Wil
liam I. The French Ambassador was commanded to
obtain from King Wiliam a declaration that the can.
diday of Leopold of Hohenzollern would never be
supported again. The king refused to confer with
the French ambassador, and Franee, being affronted
declared war. Bismarck was as anxious as Napol-
eon for war, as his papers have shown sinece his
death.

The Germans desired the return of Alsace and
Lorraine because of its vast natural resources of
iron and coal. Germany was entering the world’s
markets in competition with the other world pow-
ers. The French were being defeated on all lines ;
by.1871 the French army was in a terrible plight.
The reeruiting officers pressed into the army men
whom they conld not arm nor even feed.

The sting of hunger was so great in Paris that
horse flesh became a delicaecy. The women waited
out in the old for hours for a starvation allowanece.
Children died on the empty breasts of their moth-
ers. Wood was worth its weight in gold, and the
people had only the fantastic ‘‘suceess dispatches’’
to warm them. Engels’ prefaee to Marx's *‘Civil
War in Franee,’ says: “Finally, on the 28th of
January, 1871, Paris starved out, eapitulated, but
with honors hitherto unheard of in military history.
The forts were surrendered, the line fortifications
disarmed, the weapons of the line, and of the
Guards Mobile were handed over to the Germans,
and the men themselves regarded as prisongers of
war. But the National Guard retained its weapons
and eannons and only entered into a truee with the
conquerors.’’

The Prussizns were foreed to salute the armed
revolution which they intended to revenge. The
Red Flag floated over the Hotelde-Ville,

The masses were in favor of the Commune be-
cause they saw through it their emancipation eould
be accomplished.

Thiers, who was head of the Government at Ver-
sailles, seeing the danger of the rule of landlords
and ecapitalists, attempted to disarm the Parisian
workers. Heé sent some troops to steal the artillery
belonging to the National Guard, which had been
- manufactured and paid for by public subscription

daring the seige of Paris. The attempt failed. Paris
armed herself to a man and declared war on the
French Government at Versailles. On the 26th
Mareh the Paris Commune waf elected.

Among the first things done by the Commune
was to abolish the night work of bakers, and also
the registry office for procuring employment, which
~ had been the monopoly of seoundrels appointed by

the police. The abolition of pawnshops as being in- -

compatible with the right of workmen to their tools
and to eredit. The highest salary of a functionary
of the Commune was not to exceed $1200 a year The
separation of the Church from State and the abol-
ition of all state payments for religious®purposes.

All things appertaining to the individual conseiencs
Le., religious symbols, dogmas, pravers were abol.
ished and the carrying out of the principle of re.
'igion as far as the State was conterned was a
purely private matter.

HSome Sorialis's have endeavored to evade ex-
plaining religion hy expressing religion as a private
question of the individual, but it is not so, as we
find the question put when taking the census or if
you are unfortunate enongh to be brought before
the police court for a contravention of capitalist
laws,

The Commune fetehed out the guillotine and pub-
liely burned it amid loud applause. The column on
Place Vendome which had heen construeted by Na.
poleon 1. after the war of 1809 out of captured ean-
non was overthrown, because it was a monument of
rational vanity and international jealouey.

Theg gevernwaent troops were driven out of Paris

when the Commune was declared. Then came the
seige of Paris by the French Government. Paris
was continnally bombarded by the very people who
had stigmatized the bombardment of the same city
by the Prussixns as a sacrilegious outrage. The
Commun+ was formed and ehosen by universal suf-
frage; the majority of its members were working
men. The Commune was a working body and not
a parliamentary body. The police were stripped of
volitieal attributes and turned ‘into responsible
agents of the Commune. The Commune prohibited
landlords to dismiss tenants and prolonged overdue
bills; therefore are we surprised all the monarchists,
bourgeoisie, all slaveholders which composed the
Assembly at Versailles yelled : **Paris is only a rebel,
the Central Committee a band of brigands.”” When
the struggle was keen the Central Committee issued
a fioe proclamation: ““Workmen, do not deceive
yourselves about the import of the combat. It is
the engagement between parasitism and labor, ex-
ploitation and production. If Yon are tired of vege:
tating in ignorance and wallowing in misery, if
Yyou want your children to be men enjoying the bene-
fit of their labor and not mere animals trained for
the battlefield and the workshop, if you do not waat
vour daughters, whom you are unable to edueats
and overlook as you yearn to do, to become instru.
ments of pleasure in the grms of the aristeoracy of
money, if you at lict want the reign of justiee,
workmen be intelligent, arise!”
- The Commune first degree was the suppression of
the standing crmy and the arming of the people as
a sabstitution. Even Jlthongh the mzjority of the
funetionarica abandoned their posts at the signal
from Versailles from street inspection, lighting, mar-
kets, public charities, telegraphs, ete. These ser-
viees were 809n set right by the Commune, and the
commitiée overcame a greater difficulty of provid.
ing for three hundred thousand persons without
wark. Its true secret was that it was essentially a
working class government : as Marx puts it: ““The
preduee of the struge's of the producing against the
appropriating class, the political form at last dis-
covered under which to work out the economieal
emancipation of lahor.”’ Marx points out the strange
faet, in spite of all +i-o talk of the emanecipation of
labor, that no sooner the workers attempt their
ewaneipation than th. mouthpiecer of present socie.
ty exelaim: the worluf intend to aholish private
j reperty, the basis of «!! eivilization, The Commune
intended to aholish that class property which makes
the labor of rany the wealth of the few.

The Commune Sprang up in the Provinces, at Mar-.
seilles, Toulouse and Narbonne, but the middle-class.
es betrayed the workers, The revolts of these towns
died ont one by one, and the revolutionists of the

provinees were completely disorganized, therefors .

Paris had very littl. “Ip from 1 a* quarter., M.
Thiers suppressed all the goods trains and kept all
cnrrespndence dest n.d for Paris, Thiers strmock
a bargain with Bismarck. The Prussian had sur-

———

Materialist Conception of History

FOR BEGINNERS

rendered the nentral zone to the V. raailles

Lissagaray in his history of the Comnu,
all Thiers' erimes, one of the most odi
tainly be his introducing the COTIq s
mto our ecivil diseords and heo
crush Paris.”" One of Thiers' for,
the Chamber of lh-pmirx of 1530
ist, but a devoted member of 1),
dressed Thiers on & platard thus
ment of labor by eapital has al: ays b
stone of your policy, and from ti.
saw the Republic of Labor installed o
Yille, you have never ceashd 10 ery
‘These are eriminals.’ "

Marx says in “Civil War in Frao
“The financial measures of the ¢
able for their sagaeity and modero:
he sueh ag were rompatible with th. ,
seiged town. Considering the oo
committed vpon_the «1.v of Pari
avcial companies and eontractors yndo; 1,
tion of Haussman 2the Commune v ..,
incowparably better title to confiset.
than Louis Napoieon had azainst 11, (),

"The Hohenzollern 4t the Rugli.h
hoth have derived a good desl of ther
choreh plunder were of conrs: gr
the Commune elesring but S 000 fry
arization.”’

The Commume bad good odds 4y
niarck let loose all the French prico:
help with Prussian troops, al! done 11 10 nam
law and order. Teh press as asual i aboot the
ditions existing ir Parix. They i
spatches from Versailles, picturing 'aris
demonium of all the . Lickjegs of F
thefts and errests en masse, detail
names. Acconling to them women n
to venture on the streets; 1,500, (00 oo
ed by mlﬂ)’mﬂhm were offering up jrayers |
Versailles. M. Thiers, leader of the Froioh govern
ment at Versailes, telegraphd **The insurgents are
ciptying the prineips’ bouses of Paro 0 coder t
sell the furnitare.”’ The traveller 1o anis found
the streets for the frs. time sinee
iSiS, had no police, 1 ssagaray - -
ers huad only pillaged the guiilotine.” oo
of indignation against Paris were so stri x wi
orderliness and tranquility, in a few hours
the Paris malady,

Marx's “Civil War in France,” pagr
‘Weonderful, indeed, was the ehange tho (ommune
had wrought on Paris. No longer any trac
meretricious Paris of the Second Empire.  Nolong
was Paris the rendezvous of Dritish lan! rd |
ubsentees, American slaveholders, and shoddy wen
Russian ox-serfowners and Wallachian bayar "
more corpses al the morgue, no nocturnal hurans
s arcely any robberics, . ., *We, said an
the Commune ‘kenr no longer of assassination, Hev
and personal assault, it secms, indecd, as if the '
had dragged along with it to Versailles .
servative friends.”’

‘The Commune had a placard posted uj
Hotel-de-Ville: ““Every individual taken i thc &
of stealing will be shot.”” The Commuuc | l'l‘
even in the excitement of the battle had no " o
to plunder or murder, while the Versailles | ol "‘ .‘;;
the Law and Order bunch demande] shoo!ing
masse as soon as Paris has been vanquish:
the Commune elections, M. Thiers, gelegrap i lay
Provinees: ‘‘The elections. will tfke pluc! “
without liberty and without moral authori'y. ‘
eleetions Werﬂ. econducted in a way becoming )" o
people., At the approach to the halls, no po .‘ I
itrigues. The liberty was so absolute that M-
Paris not one single protestation occurred.
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PAGE SEVEN
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_ATERIALIST CONCEPTION OF HISTORY
(‘ontinued from Page 3)
4« the execution of Clement Thomas, the
ane, 1548, the insulter of the revolutionary
who was eavght examining the barri
| nother —- General Lecomte — who was
his garden by the soldiers and shot.
of the National Guard made desperats
ttapts 1o have them tried by court-martial, but the

e were impatient and Lecomte who, in the

| three times commanded fire upon the
i begeed for pity, was foreed against the

| under the bullets,. When the Paris
was defeated by the aid of Bismarck’s
wis, 81 { aiter the release of the .\.n;mlv'u“ pPris-

i then we find the true nature of the Ver.

[ aw and Order group, The blind fury of th-
iors, encouraged by the men of law and order,
Le shops of the tradesmen who had sup-
Theft followed massacre, The
ished the farniture and carried off jew.
wine liquors, provisions, linens, ete., in then
ks In the darkness of the night a Ver
was surrounded by the Commune o
Got. “without respecting the laws ol
‘ v Thiers the next day. Thoush dur

, e four days he had been mervilessly shooting
risoners, old men, women, and chil
v holesale massaere is estimated at 20,

v Tho chief military justice admitted 17,000
municipal ecouncil of Paris paid the ex
woses of the burial of 17,000 corpses, but a great

: ere Lilled outside of Paris. Numbers wer
shot and buried before “l(’_\’ were dead, as som
twes 2 hand would be stuek up through the carth

here they were buried ; the inhabitants of the hous
% ol ould hear the moans of the buried alive

sillness of the pight.  Some were taken
pnseners to Versailles and made to kneel down in
front of aristoeratie elubs and churches amidst an
fa mob of 1ackeys, farhionables, and prosti-
tes erving “Death! death!" do not go any fur
ther : shoot ‘hem here.””

Durine these atrocitios, where even some women
"Lowelled and a soldier of law and order
amused hinself by dividing the protruded entrais
=ith the end of his bayonet, the officers a few steps
off aliowing him to do so, the bourgeoisie rais-]
ts bloody hands to heaven, undertook to incite the
whole world against the Commune people, who aftes
two months domination and the massacre of thou-
muds, had only shed the blood of 63 prisoners. All
wieial powers covered the death rattle of the vic
tms with their applause. The priests, those gieat
consecrators of assassination, celebrated the victory
M a solemn service, at which the entire Assembly
asstedd

Lissavaray says: ‘‘Twenty-five thousand men,
women and children killed durifig the battle; three
thousand at least dead in prisons, the pontoons, th
forts or in consequence of maladies contras ted dur-
Mg their ecaptivity; thirteen thousand seven hun
dred condemned, most of them for life; old men d
prved of their natural supporters or thrown out
of france, one hundred and eleven thousand of Vi
";"“f‘ at ieast; that is.the balanee sheet of the bout
¥eois vengeance for the solitary insurrection of the
18th of Mareh, " ’

Karl Marx's ““Civil War'":
"mphs over the self-sacrificing champions of
nd better society, that neéfarious civilization,
upon the enslavement of labor, drowns the
f‘f 8 victims in o hne @ ery of calumny, rever
berated by a world-wide echo. The serene working
nen’s Paris of the Comtaune is suddenly change!
"0 & pandemonium by the bloodhounds of 0! der,
‘}«‘»::lr“.‘.:.” do.os this t.remondnuzf «-l::mm: NM;:.:‘ :‘\“
(‘"um»m'l mind of .a" (!nun.wu'e-'.—. ‘\\yh)' 1...‘

"Wmune hag conspired against civilization |
self :\T:;‘,,.‘.‘"(:rkiu.men'. P?“‘i.?' in e n_"t o i“.v‘lm.“l'lv\l-‘ll

1st, involved in its flames building
Monuments,  While tearing to pieces the living body

of the 1y e SAB
the proletariat, its rulers must no longer expect 1
‘hiteeture of

| { ormintne

L]

th

were o)

“l" “H n\ "‘ONN‘:'\ im
a new

based

moans

o

:'::.‘i‘r’":.;l'inmphmnﬂy into the intact sroh .
odes. The Government of Versailles
lmn-ndiuris‘m,” and whispers this cue 10 all 118
i2ents down to the rémotest hamlet, to hunt up

ries:

its

enemies everywhere

as suspects of professional in-

Yia ¥t T
cendiarisn » i8]

. r|nu. The bourgeoisic of the whole world
whieh looks complacently upon the wholesale :

‘ : mas-
sattle, is convulsed by horror at the

sacre after the

desecration of ','.i(,k H“‘l mortar.’’

he » , .
When the governments give State license ‘o

their n:'z\’u-\ to kill, burn and destroy, is that a
Heense ‘tnl- incendiarism®  When the British troops
~'v;:- Y.vm;_'. set tre to the capital at Washington and to
th .\~:t:11.f~~r Palace of the Chinese Emperor, was that
meendiarism?  When the Prussians, not for mili-
tary reasons, but out of the mere spite of revenge,
’v;.'umi down, by the help of petroleum, towns like
Chateaudun and innumerable villages, was that in-
cendiarism?® WhenThiers, during six weeks bom-
barded Paris under the pretext he wanted to set fire
th - houses only in which there were people, was
that incendiarism? In war, fire is an arm as legit-

as any. Boildings held by the enemy are

shclied to set them on fire. If the defenders have
they themselves light the fires to prevent

To L2

burned down has always heen the inevitable fate of
ildings situated in the front of the battle of all

recular armies of the world, But in the war of the

te make use of the buildings.

euslaved against the enslavers the only justifiable
+ history, this is by no means to hold good.”’
arx voes on to illustrate the Commune used fire
a defenee and resorted to it when the Versailles
comuenced the wholesale murder of
isoners.  Desides, the Commune had long before
warned them that if driven to extremities they
tld bury themselves under the ruins of Paris, and
%e Paris a second Moscow. The Commune knew
it its opponents eared more for the buildings of
Paris than the lives of its people.
P, 75, Civil War™': ** All this chorus of culumny,
ieh the party of law and order never fail, in their
oreies of hlood, to raise against their vietims, only
proves that the bourgeois of our days considers him-
o 1f the legitimate suecessor to the baron of old, who
thoneht every weapon in his own hand fair against

the plebian, while in the hands of the plebian a
weapon of any kind constituted itself a erime.’”’
“The conspiracy of a raling class to break down
the Revolution by a Civil War carried on under the
satronage of the foreign invader. . ... eulminated 12
the carmage of Paris. Bismarck gloats over the
ruits of Paris . . . He cloats over thecadavres of
the Paris proletariate. For him this is not only the

oxtermination of the revolution, but the extinction

of Franee . . ... With the shallowness, characteris-
tie of all successful statesmen, he sees but the sur-

facm of this tremendous historie event. Whenever
before has history exhibited the spectacle of a con-
aucror erowning his victory by turning into, ned
: endarme. but the hired bravo of the con-
auered government? There existed no war between
Prussia and the Commune of Paris. On the contrary,

had accepted the peace preliminaries
had announced her neutrality. Prus-
<a was therefore no belligerent. She acted the part
cowardly bravo hecause ineurring no

1

onis 1‘:,“ i

the Commung

and Prussia

f a bravo, a
a hired brave, because stipulating before-

hand the payment of her hlood money of 500 mil-
the fall of Paris.” ““And thus, at last,
me out the true character of the war, ordained by
Providence as 2 chastisement of godless and de-
hanched France hy pious and moral Germany. And
this unparalefled breach of the law of nations .. ..
¢ead of arousing the civilized governments of Eu-

Jdanger:
ilons on

d

i
Lone to declare the felonious Prussian Government

' ‘ mere tool of the Prussian Cabinet, an outlaw
© nations, only incites them to consider
whether the few victims who escape the double
ordon around Paris are not given up to the hang-
That after the most tremendous
‘ of modern times the conquered and conquering
aternize for the common massacre

of the proletariate this unparalelled event does
not. as nismarck thinks, the final repres-
jety. but the crumbling into dust
of the hourgeois society. The highest ho.roic offort-
at the old society is still capable is national
i« now proved to be a mere govern-
mental humbug, ‘utended to defer the struggle of
: mnd to be thrown aside as soon as the
ursts out in a eivil war. (lass rule

an OIS

n at Versailles.

hosts should fr

indicate,

sion of a new SO

of wh
war, and this
the classes

elass struggle !

-~

is no langer able to disguise itself in a national uni-
form. The national governments are one as against
the proletariate . . ... While the European govern-
ments thus testify before Paris, to the international
character of class rule, they ery down the Interna-
tional Workers’ Association—the international
counter organization of labor against the cosmopol-
itan of capital . . .. The working men of Paris with
its Commune will be forever celebrated as the glor-
ious harbinger of a new society.’’

““Its martyrs are enshrined in the great heart of
the working class. Its exterminators history has
already nailed to that eternal pillory from which
all the prayers of their priests will not avail to re-
deem them.”’ e

The above history from Marx’s ‘‘Civil War in
France,”’ eould be well transported to the Russian
revolution situation, where the conquered and con-
querors united to put down the proletariate. The
same lying press as to the conditions existing in
Moscow and Petrograd is a repetition of the his-
tory of the Paris Commune: 3

After a knowledge of the above history there is
no difficulty in understanding why the British news-
papers of 1870 were against France.

The ““Daily News’’ of 8th August, 1870, gave its
views: “There is no longer any question as to
whether the Germans will take or rather retake Al-
sace, but rather as to whether, having got it, they
will give it up again. Some 200 years back Louis
X1V.. stole it. The lapse of years may hide a
theft. but not the justification of re-conquest. The
population of Alsace is German by origin, by lan-
anage and by custom.”

The “Times,’’ 14th September, 1870: ‘‘Till the
French are ready to recognize that they have acted
nnjustly towards their neighbors, and to offer sure-
ties against a repetition of such conduet, the fair de-
wands of the German (40 milliards and Alsace-Lor-
raine) cannot be considered satisfactory. We can
assure France, if she finds these conditions hard,
that there are many persons in Germany who con-
sider themn remarkably light, and who would be only
too pleased to complain at their hereditary enemy
getting off so lightly. Alsace-Lorraine—we mean
German Lorraine, in other words the possession of
Metz and a small strip of Lorraine with the Vosges
and Alsace—is the minimum condition the peace-
loving Germans can accept as a basis of peace.”’

For the history of European powers up to
the war from 1870, read the writer’s ‘‘Economic
Causes of War.”” As I have not dealt with the div-
iding up of Africa, I will continue the lessons with
that continent’s history so far as the European pow-
ers are concerned, and conclude the series with the
Trish question. '
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THE SOAP BOXER

ing with drum and trumpet, and the fretful, un-

musical wheeze of a bilious looking harmonium.

With strident shout, accompanied by a fanatical

roiling of the eyes, threatening and coaxing by turns

,

they preach the gospel of salvation by faith alone.

WHAT IS A POINT OF VIEW?

(Continued from Page 2)

primitive types of mind, and, also as a phaw_nf
There is, to be sure, the thin wraith
held to by a few
intellectuals who are just posing, L think, so that

State poliey.
Vitalism (Animism in extremis),

they may seem odd in a mechanistic age.

———

Literature Price List

—————

Cloth Bound
Positive Outcome of Philosophy (Dletzpen
Woman Under Soclallsm (Bebel) '
End of the World (McCabe)
Corditions of the Working Class in England
(Engels)

Per Copy
25
25
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3 Journal of
(URRENT

in 1844

gVENTS

At last, the Rubicon crossed! Seientifie thuoght

But converts are lacking these days, especially on

this corner, their meeting is soon finished and they
march away, singing in ecstasy, a pitiful speetacle
of human weakness.

Dealing in unsentimental languaze with the facts
of everyday- existence, analyzing topical questions
presented by the daily press, explaining the method
and form of production peenliar to Capitalism, which

___is direetly responsible for the phenomenon of social
“distress amidst an abundance of things required for
social comfort, and pointing to the mental apathy
and class ignorance of the workers as being the chief
obstruction to their own welfare. the Socialist speak-
er. supporting his statements by proving them. makes
an impression on the minds of his listeners that stays
and grows. The continued and inereased sale of
literature, the discussion of questions, social and pol-
itical, in place of trivia! gossip in these places where
wage-slaves gather, am:! a better understanding of
y the revolutionary movement, this is the object of the

‘““soap bover,”” and a worthy recompense for his
* efforts. S.E.
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ECONOMIC CAUSES
OF WAR

'* By PETER 7. LEOKIE.

NOW READY.

133 PAGRS.

at anyrate is conscious of the fallaciousness of the
And so wide-spread is the

old method of reasoning
indifference to the Animistic conception of super-
natural forees, that we may anytime meet a repre-
sentative who, almost apropos of nothing, insists on
Jeclaiming his intellectual emancipation. Happily,
may be, he may do it aceording to the wisdom of old
Omar, the Persian tent maker, who, so long ago per-
cieved behind the pathetic phantasmagorias of the
human mind, a primitive trait at work!

1 sent my Soul through the Invisible,
Some letter of that Afterlife to spell:

And by and by my Soul return'd to me,
And answer'd “ | Myself am Heav'n and Hell:"

Heav'n but the Vision of fulfill'd Desire,
And Hell the Shadow of a Soul on fire,

Cast on (he Darkness into which Oursslves,
Sa late emerged from, shall so soon expire.”

In the opening statement of Part I. 1 said that
although the facts of a social problem may be pre-
sented, unanimity of opinion was not thus neeces-
sarily ensured, and this, because of differences in
the points of view from which facts were estimated.
Henee, information on facts was not the only es-
sential,

The last observation is only true in a limited
sense. Points of view are habits of thought which
only break down under the unremitting impaet of
new experiences and habits of life of suficient dur
ation and foree to replace them with naw habits of
thought. But the traditional habits of thought per-
sist when they no longer fit the new conditions of
life; though seen through the glamour of the-eld
habits of thought their significance and meaning is
ohseured.

The Animistic coneception, as | have tried to
show, goes into the lumber room of time under the
unremitting impact of objeetive experiencn
which contradiet it. The bourgeois point of
view, 80 far as the toiling masses are coneerned, is
undergoing a like process. We may aceelerate its
going by presenting the facts of the soeial situ.
ation as they really are. So may we assist the
material forces of changes by edueating away the
triditional habits of thought, until the whole life
and mind of the masses of the people is saturated
with the up¥ard filtration of a proletarian inter.
nationalism, pregnant with a morality and with
social aspirations all its own.

THE DOUBLE STANDARD.

“Large Crowds Hear Lectures on Health."” So
read the captions over a report of a meeting in the
Wesley Methodist Chureh in Vancouver. Dr.J. C.
Elliot addresses afternoon and evening meetings on
foods and nutrition, and on over eating, and why
business and professional men die young. At the

close of the lecture the entire audience joined in
health eulture exercises,

'

The doctor is reportd as
saying, in part: “* That millions are suffering under
shattered nerves today who might find relief in a
proper food supply, and proper-eare of the body.
Many must eliminate half or more of the present
food supply. Eliminate hot hreads, pie and cake,
rich and highly seasoned foods, under shattered

nerves.”’ The report contains much more to similar
effect, but that is the gist of it,

In another report, we read of men walking the 2
| Streets of a prairie metropolis and of having been

without food for two days, being unable
employment even at the harvest season,

Are those double standards of existence singular
-—~the starving workers in Regina and the overfed
obesities and nervous wrecks at the Wesley Meth.
odist Church in Vancouvert Nay, they are gen-
cral, as anyone knows!
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The workless, in bitter jest, mount the block o2
Boston common, gnd offer themselves for sale as
slaves: “How muech,’’ patters the auctioneer, 'for
this yopng returned soldier? (ome on, gentlemen.

F one happens
ligence'" (Lot
the soft imp

; , i proces
make your bids, how mueh? Going! going! served Ny his ** iy
in France to make the world safe, gentlemen! No Weing, and a

bids! Get down you, you're not wanted. They
put up his dog, and it sells for five dollars.
" They elamor around the poor law relief offices,
huge coucourses of the workless, in Great Britain
Great Britain and the United States are the rich-
est and the most powerful countries in the \\'«vrl'-‘.-
leaders in a ecivilization whose productive "M'{"”*
in the means of life and well-being, exceeds nn,\'.!nm“
ever dreamed of in pretiohs times. But it 18 thi
power of the rich, and the riches of the over-fed. It
is productive eapacity regulated in the interes! of:
profitable price: it is industrial processes snhﬂ?ﬂﬂ'i'
for business purposes running contrary to the nm:
of the communities: needs for that full mc‘.rml"‘ 0
all things which a full exertion of our social powers

.....

. Where {
"t constitnt
be freet: “Fr
T, the neces
Py with and
Wual being,
Where the no
Wally the laws
thabled to );
* Whoever or
O a8 the co
8 of constitut
reedom has n
""'inlerest. Wi
nec"‘“."- i

. (
in production, in a system of production for s ot;lﬂ pale
wounld give to them, ~ ;o oligm distj ".‘ of
But we have the profit system called capita ":m]‘ freed“"‘““".
and the typical accompaniments of it- “"'h;‘pnpr.- contrado'm‘dN
un(‘mplﬂymGnt .nd poverty of tht‘ ”\inﬁ'ﬁ of hie 1 l(‘tl()lw

ption rfl." indicalin;
3 mona]]y 8003

1 natyre,

among the working class: and a vast preoccups
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