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THE FRASER INSTITUTE.

SEVENTH ANNUAL REPORT.

I have the pleasure of reporting that the Free Library 
of the Fraser Institute was opened by the Mayor of Mon
treal on the 15 th ult., in the presence of a large meeting 
of leading citizens. A report of the proceedings at that 
meeting is published herewith.

The Board were enabled to make the requisite arrange
ments for the opening of the library, by the completion of 
the negotiations between them and the Mercantile Library 
Association, and LInstitut Canadien, which have been con
templated for some time past. The Mercantile Library 
Association has transferred to the Institute its collection 
of books, and a net sum of about $1200 in cash : toget her 
with an obligation for $3000, which seems to be suffi
ciently secured. Many of the books are valuable, though 
unfortunately not in very good order as to binding, etc. 
And there are volumes missing from many ot the works. 
But, notwithstanding this, the collection received will 

both useful and valuable ; and will form an excel-

r

V s

prove
lent nucleus of standard books for the English section ot 
the library. It is, however, deficient in modern literature, 
and it will be absolutely necessary to add to it a collection 
of modern works in history, science, travel, and biography ; 
together with some leading and standard works of a lighter 
character.
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The collection of the Institut Canadien is more extensive, j The farms belonging to the 

and comprehends a large p- portion of the most appro- |the same rates as "last year, e 
pnate standard French wo.ks, in every department of jupon which an advance of #50 
literature. At present they are only held by the Fraser ||he revenue from the St. Sacrai 
Institute on deposit, to await the judgment of the fmildings has ceased, becam 
Superior Court upon the Injunction taken out by some of make way for the new buildin; 
the members of the Institut Canadien, to restrain that cor- balance of the legacies left by i 
jwation trorn transferring its books to the Institute. An due, were paid out of au ad va 
agreement had previously been made for the conveyance the Hoard did not desire to 
of the books, prints and funds of the Institut, to the Fraser 
Institute absolutely ; but the carrying out of this agree-

/

::nice in the market. In other r 
lid expenditure remain uncha 

ment has been suspended, until the decision upon the The subscriptions to the bui 
Injunction. In addition to the books, there is a large j|l4,000, and are in process of . 
collection of -ngravings on various subjects, some of them Edition of the Board to press v 
framed. The emainder have been assorted in portfolios in juicy of increasing this fund t 
a manner convenient for reference. The Institute also rover the price of the High S 
received from the Institut Canadien, a tund which will purpose about $17,000 
amount to about $2,750, net, the interest of which, il £„<*,, the Free Library can be 
is agreed, shall lie expended yearly in books, in the French 
language, to be added to the collection in the French of books can be made. I hope, 
department, of which the books oi the Institut Canadien ance from the citizens in this 
will form the basis.

more w

with that alone no considérai)!

•ay that an outlay of $2,000 oi 
over by the Board to supply the Library w: 

Governors, and the upper storey fitted up lor the pur- sre absolutely essential to its v 
poses ol the library. The lower storey and the adjoining Being unable to find a pure! 
building have been leased at moderate rents. Mid St. Peter Streets proper!ii

A policy on the life of Mr. D. Lanigan for $2,000 fell in from them not much exceedini 
during the past year, and by means of its proceeds, and value of the land alone, the G 
the lunds deposited by the Mercantile Library Associa- to build upon those properties 
tion and the Institut Canadien, the expense of repairing and placed under contract, to be til 
fitting up the building has been mainly liquidated. next. It will comprise two -

Ihe interest on the unpaid balance of the purchase thirty-six offices, with heatin 
price, amounting to $20,100, has been paid. That portion complete. Arrangements hav 
ol the purchase money amounting to $10,000 which 
paid at the time of the purchase still remains due, with interest; and it is hoped th 
interest from that date.

The High School property has been taken

•ite funds for building purpwas

H
k
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is more extensive, The farms belonging to the Institute are all leaned at 
>f the most appro- the same rates as last year, except the MeMartiu farm, 
;ry department of «pou which an advance of $50 has been obtained. Hut
eld by the Fraser jthe revenue from the St. Sacrament and St. Peter Street 
judgment of the buildings has ceased, because of their destruction to

ken out by some ol make way for the new buildings now being erected. The 
o restrain that cor- balance of the legacies left by the founder, having become 
the Institute. An due, were paid out of an advance on Hank Stock, which 

or the conveyance |he Hoard did not desire to sell on account of its low 
istitnt, to the Fraser price in the market. In other respects the current 
out ol this agree- hud expenditure remain unchanged.

decision upon the The subscriptions to the building fund now amount to 
i, there is a large $14,000, and are in process of collection ; and it is the in
jects, some ol them jtention of the Hoard to press upon the public the expedi
ted in portfolios in j^ncy of increasing this fund to an amount sufficient to 
The Institute also

revenue

rover the price of the High School property, for which 
fund which will purpose about$17,000 more will suffice. With this assist- 

;rest of which, it fmee, the Free Library can be efficiently maintained ; but 
x>ks, in the French with that alone no considerable addition to its collection
ion in the French of books can be made. I hope, therefore, for further aaaist- 
ic Institut Canadien mice from the citizens in this respect also. Aud I may 

Bay that an outlay of $2,000 or $0,000 would enable the 
aken over by the Board to supply the Library with most of the books which 
I up for the pur- are absolutely essential to its usefulness, 
and the ad joining 

rents.
ii for $2,000 fell in from them not much exceeding half the interest on the 
its proceeds, and value of the land alone, the Governors have determined 

i Library Associa- to build upon those properties, and the building has been 
seof repairing and placed under contract, to be finished before the 1st of May 
y liquidated.
; of the purchase thirty-six offices, with heating apparatus and lift, etc., 
aid. That portion complete. Arrangements have been made for the requi- 
10,600 which was site funds for building purposes at a moderate rate of 
emains due, with interest; aud it is hoped that a net revenue will be

Heing unable to find a purchaser for the St. Sacrament 
Slid St. Peter Streets properties, and the rental derived

It will comprise two excellent]stores and aboutnext.
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/ derived from this building, which will double the income 

heretofore obtained from the property ; or in other words, 
which will at least pay the interest on the value of the 
building lots themselves, after providing for interest on 
the outlay, and all current expenses.

The Institute has been the recipient of several donations 
of books during the year, a list of which is appended to 
this report.

In conclusion, the Governors desire to express their 
gratification at having been able to open the Institute 
upon the footing which they have reached ; and they' are 
confident, that in view of the general desire which has 
been so fr< vly expressed for years past, that there should 
be a free library established in Montreal upon a substan
tial b , the public will contribute the moderate amount, 
whi, li it is now plain will lie sullicent to attain that 
object.

I

t

J. J. C. ABBOTT,
President.

71 iJ

!



<X

es*

j

will double the income 
>rty ; or in other words, 
it on the value of the 
ividing for interest on
‘8.

Sent of sevi>ral donations 
which is appended tu

lesire to express their 
to open the Institute 
reached ; and they are 

leral desire which has 
>ast, that there should 
utreal upon a substan- 
Le the moderate amount, 
iufficent to attain that

\

. J. C. ABBOTT, I
Prnident.

t
/

*

i

(

i

%
I i

S>



8\
Abstract of Receipts and Disbursements of the Fraser

Institute for I
RKCKTPTB.

Cash on hand 1st July, 1884, (General Account.....................
Cash on hand lit July, 1884, Special Account.................. .

Rents derived from King Post Farm....................... ..................
“ “ Knox " ........................................

McMartin “ ........................................
St. Peter Street property.........................

“ M St. Sacrament Street property..............
** ** High School property........ ........................

Dividends on Merchants Rank Stock,........................................
Do. Citixens Insurance Co............................................

Received from Canada Life Assurance Co.—Amount of 
policy on life of D, Lanigan..............................................

71*8 20 
39U 49 Raid R. Moat, Int 

Property... 
“ Alex. Frasei 
“ Rev Jas. Oi 
“ Grand Trunl 

on Mortgag 
* L. J. Sargon

Alex. Fraser 
Minors Chap 
Heirs late Ja

Repaid advance by 
Paid School-tax on 

** School-tax on

“ Special Asses 
Street Prop© 

“ Corporation T

“ Advertising ir 
“ Premiums of 1

1188 «9
124-: 15 
1251 00 

150 00 
201 00 

1200 00 
1187 10

5322 34
1120 00 

45 00
1105 00

2000 00 
5 28 
5 45

Do. accrued profit..................................
refunded premium.......................

Costs paid by the Provincial Government through Abbott 
Tait & Abbotts in the suit of the Attorney-General 
against the Institute to annul the charter, the suit
being dismissed...........................................................................

Received on deposit from L’Institut Canadien.........................
“ Donation from Mercantile Library Association....

“ Interest on Mortgage transferred by the Mercan
tile Library Association........................................ ...............

Advanced temporarily by Hon. J. J. C. Abbott................ .
Advanced by Geo- W. Hamilton on 30 shares of Merchants 

Bank Stock................................................

Do.
2010 73

300 57
3140 27 
1571 70

4717 97

217 80
1925 00

“ J. K. Ward, SI 
on Knox Farn 

“ Expenses inspt

“ Repairing Rool 
“ Edward Evans, 
“ Larkin & Co., I 
“ W* A. Phillips, 
“ C. Cushing, No

“ Postage,
“ Petty Di

Cost of alterat 
School Propert, 

“ New flooring, i 
trances to grc 
School Propert' 

Plastering first i 
Glaring
Plumbing d< 
Cleaning ashes e 
Laying flag and
Roofing.................
Carpenters’ coni

Heating apparati
“ Bricking................
“ Glaring...................
“ Carpenter work,

3093 75
5018 75

z

isbnrser

d«

Carried forward. Carri$19041 85

: : 
:

: : ï :



9
•merits of the Fraser Institute for the Year ending 30th June, 13F5.

DlSBUBSKMKNTe.
'‘aid Rp“”*î’t/ntere"t "n Mort*»** St. Sacrament

71*8 20
3 ou 49

Street
“ R« ^Ü;:ÿi*ë‘k'i^ pV„'t Farm

Mortgage Knot Farm.....
Interest

1188 «9
1200 00 

14 4 00 
240 00

124.! 15 
1251 00 

150 00 
201 00 

1200 00 
1187 10

„ /?ev y*8, <J,reen' Interest on Mortgage Knox 
Wrand Trunk Ry. Co. SuporanmJi.m Fund 
,on Mortgage High School Properly 
!.. J. Sargent, Interest on ditto 72i: mi 

■1811 mi J
Alex. Fraser, Annuity.........
HZr;„Vh7"n,i: Le«iey «ndïntere,
Heirs late Jane leaser, legacy and Interest

?r‘sd;d?r*hy “°b- j-j- c. Abbott..........Paid hchoo -tax on King’s Post Farm ....
School-tax on Knox Farm.............. ...........

5322 34 2700 00
1000 00 
31.38 30 

403 02

1120 00 
45 00

1105 00
4541 32 
1025 oo2000 00 

5 28 
5 45

23 05 
20 00

Corporation Tax on St. Peter Street Property

2010 73 40 05
70 50>tt

nl
loo 00lit

300 57 170 50 
I 20to let3140 27 

1571 70
orange <,n Knox Farm

St. Sacrament Street and St
I eter Street Property.........

°n Mack ay pictures.....
Library Books....................."]
II. Barnes' life__

0
4717 97

70
10217 80
011025 00
37its

“ J«nKk'noaxrïw .re..nf..r.M.."f L"'"ber fo'

Expenses inspecting new barn...

: SBSïiïMssr'^*-
c. Cushing, Notarial Fees.....

:: S^Sa^tBtSSBSsu--
trances" t!,D^' rem:,V™8 l"'rrh«'. and altering ',n':
&;;^”d.'!:or of main b""di-«- W

Plastering first floor ....... j"...........................
(Hazing do. j?" .........
Pumbing do. dm ..........
I avTn'J'o liehc”.and f“rther excavating cellar .............
Laying flag and curb-stones.......  ...........
Hoofing............................. ............................
‘rooms^'l.' f" *h*‘r‘"*’ Ar-'' for Li'kr'.^

I* 5*aîin* apparatus, furnace..!!!]!].'”!*.'.............................
Brieking..................... ...... ..................

" <«lazing......................  Ü! ..........  ..............................
“ Carpenter work, painting.'................ I

3093 75 aim 42new barn5018 75
450 00 

2 50
452

31
10Z
42

•5 70 
2 00

17 70 
2 75 

02 15

1060 00

2011 no
40 oo 
43 00 
40 26 
37 00 
Oil 9« 

455 56

!

2415 56 
1440 75 
117 00 
45 00 

317 06
7214 85

lia rr i ni forward.$19941 85
($17511 09

iis
g

: : 
:

: : ï :

; 
: 
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Abstract of Receipts and Disbursements of the
Fraser

Institute for
Brought fortrarri.

*IM4I H(i

/
Paid Montreal / 

rent, Ac., i 
Library Ai 

“ H. D. Mctii 
Athletic A 

For Magaii 
F^r Periodi 
For Books.. 
For Duty ai 
For Tables. 
For Moroccc 
For Step-la 
For (Mice D

" For Shovelli 
“ Cartage of ] 
“ Cartage Me 

Association 
“ Evaus Bros., 
“ Salaries of I

" Club Nationi 
period the t 

" Express hire
National.....

“ Messrs. Dou 
between the 

“ Messrs. Dou I 
L’Institut C 
National.....

" Expenses of 
revenue, ke< 
mission on $ 

“ Acting Secret 
year.............

/
By cash balance on/

$10441 8$
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Institute for the Year ending 30th, 1885.—Continued.

DI8RURSRMKNTS.

u • • «. . Brought forward....................
"°: 7 in""'1;" *Tiltl0a- for -rro.r„ 'nf

RÂtM.îlrïïir,aU»” Montï,.,

For Magazines.............
Fjt Periodicals............
For Books......................
For Duty and Charge's
For Tables..............  ....
For Morocco for Tables
For Step-ladder............
For (Mice Desk......

INI

mi
75
84
35on same 70
00

0 75 
4 00 

45 00
" For Shovelling Coal and Cleaning Snow................
.. c«t»f=° "Lrnw,.l?|,e^ fr,,“Mr- waddoii-.::::

A.!Xti7z,n;...L,b:.tt:j;..B.o:,ks frum Athi,tic

t Bros., Coal Account..................
Salaries of Librarian, Assistant

3 00
1 75

15 38
05 01 

217 00and Porter

‘i0t ProPortion of Expenses during the „ Perl0>l the books were under their control.........*
Natio'nal11" de,nandi"IS ileiivery of books from Club

“ ' DUburiem'e'nts"in * the case
between the Club National and L’Institut Canadien 

Messrs. Doutre A Co., for Bailiff’s Fee 
L Institut Canadian Books in 
National............

205 42

50

25 00
on seizure of 

the hands of the Club
35 50

" ■=’ STT, per oent*com
mission on *6,487„34 . 1 co,n |

^eaîf Secretary-Tre»8Urer, for e'xtra service's during 324 86

100 00

By cash balance on hand

*17511 oy

842 45

332 14

356 42

424 86

10466 0C 
474 89

$19941 85

Disbursements of the Fraser

sim i so
/

■

/

$10441 8$

f 389525
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DON.I

Tim Hon. Mu. .1

I'urliitnit-
Appe

Hun. J. j. c. An

I’arliamer
Seigniuria
Imperial

1K41. 
t ullection 
Civil Code 

varie h 
Troueedini

Hon. Mk. J ustjci 

Turkman's

To the President and Governors of Fraser Institute.

I.enti.emen,—In accordance with your instructions, I have 
examined and audited the annexed Statement of Receipt*) and 
Disbursements of the Institute, from 1st July, 1884, to 30th 
June 1885, and bog to report that it is a correct summary of the 
cash look of the Institute, and that the disbursements are satis
factorily supported by vouchers.

1 am, gentlemen.
Your obedient servant,

EDWARD EVANS,
Accountant.18th August, 1885. <i. W. Ntkvhkxs,

Tim Winds 
moat a

M. Bie.U'ii, Estj., 
History am

Kouuir Moat, Esi 

Biography,1

Mus. F. W. Torki

The Royal 
English

His E.vckllhncv ti 

The Confedo
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DONATIONS TO THE FRASER INSTITUTE.j
Tim Hon. Mil Justice KAMh.iv «11,1 the Hox. j j 

1'arliaincntary Journals, R„
Appendices..............

VuLh.
A iinorr— 

l«iri«, Sessional Pa,iers anil
407, Svo.

Hon. J. J. C. A Buorr—
1‘arliamentary 1(pliâtes..
Seigniorial Official Cadastres..................
Jm^iria1 Kartiamcntarv Kelums anil RejaMt*'"lsiltY to

Sit Institute.

your instructions, I ltave 
Statement of Jteceipts and 
i 1st July, 1884, to 30th 

correct summary of the 
ie disbursements are satis-

17, 8 vo. 
», 4 to.

11, tto. 
4, 4to.«Basis5

various Reja.rts and Publications.........
1 roceodmgs of the Royal Society of Canada.

Hon. Mk. Justice Tokbancb—

’’arkman’s Montcalm and Wolfe, and various

ti. W. 8TEVHENB, Emj., M.P.P.—
TIW Windsor Gasetle of 1801 ; The Post Hoy, and Vor- 

mont and New Ham,«hireFederal t ourier, 1805....

M. tiiBAim, Est,., LL.O.—

History and Biography..........................

Roiikkt Moat, Est,.—

Biography, Travels, Poetry, etc..........................

Mas. F. W. Tobbanch—

Thc Koya! Dictionary of French and English 
English and French................

His Excellency

t, France.. 
of Civil Cole,s a

7o, 8vo, 
2, 4 to.

ent servant,
EDWARD EVANS,

Accountant.

works.... 8, 8vo.

:i, fol.

0,8vo.

1 lO.Svo.

, and
1, Ito.

(ioXEHNOK-tiENEll.U —

The Confederation Modal 1807.
THE

< i



Mk. Mayor 
The Gove 

ward, for in: 
present then 
treal, and re 
nov

THK

OPENING OF THE FRASER INSTITUTE.
congra 

only in the 1 

]>uhlie, a poi 
quest of Mr. 
able to do, or 
lishment of : 
city of Cauad 
its generous 1 
suitable

Pursuant to notice, a meeting was held in the Fraser 
Institute building, of Dorchester and University 
Streets, on the evening of the 15th of October, 1885, to 
assist at the o]>ening of a Free Library, as part of the 
Institute.

corner

Among those present, in addition to the Governors, 
the Hon. .1. J. C. Abbott, President, Hon. Judge Torrance, 
Mr. Peter Redpath and Mr. Thomas Workman ; were His 
Worship Mayor Beaugrand, Sir Wm. Dawson, Honorable 
Justices Mackay, Jette and Mathieu, of the Superior 
Court, Senator Ferrier, the Honorable Donald A. Smith, 
Mi. M. H. Gault, M.P., the Rev. Canon Norman, Von. 
Archdeacon Evans, Rev. Canon Henderson, Rev. Dr- 
Leach, Revd. Principal MaeVicar, Revd. Mr. Campbell, 
Professors Johnson and Coussirat ; Messrs. Hugh Mc
Lennan, Henry Lyman, Robert Mackay, Theodore Lyman, 
Me Lachlan, Win. C. Macdonald, D. Morrice, Mr. Irwin. 
President of the Mechanics’ Institute, Messrs. McBean, 
At water, Rees, Abbott, and a large number of other lead
ing citizens.

After hall an hour spent in examining the rooms and 
their arrangements, the books, engravings, &c., the Hon. 
Mr. Abbott, the President of the Institute, took the chair 
and called the meeting to order.

After a few preliminary remarks, the President 
the following address :

occa 
acquainted w 
them, and of 
Board, I prop, 
bequest ; to s 
has labored, a 
cale the furlh 
lull effect to t 
although duri 
been publish® 
well, that at I 
outline, at leaf 
nection with 
be uninterestii<

Mr. Hugh F 
merchant in 
brothers and s: 
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the means he I 
the benefit of t 
finally settled < 
interest of liter
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Mk Mayor and Gentlemen :
The Governors of the Fraser Institute have looked for- 

ward, for many years past, to an occasion when they could 
present themselves before the public of the city of Mon- 
treal, and render an account of their stewardship Thev 
nov congratulate themselves upon being able, though 
onl y m the modest way you see, to open; for the use of the 
public, a portion oi the Institute contemplated by the be- 
quest of Mr. h raser; although what they have so far been 
able to do constitutes only a first step towards the estab- 
shmentot an institution worthy of the metropolitan 

uty oi Canada, and commensurate with the intentions of 
its generous founder. They consider that this is also a 
su.table occasion for them to make the public better 
acquainted with the particulars of the 
them, and of its

ISER INSTITUTE.

was held in the Fraser 
rchester and University 
16th of October, 1885, to 
Library, as part of the

lition to the Governors, 
it, Hon. Judge Torrance, 
as Workman ; were His 
Win. Dawson, Honorable 
ithieu, of the Superior 
•rable Donald A. Smith,

Canon Norman, Veil.

Henderson, Rev. Dr- 
r, Revd. Mr. Campbell, 
it ; Messrs. Hugh Mc- 
ackay, Theodore Lyman, 
D. Morrice, Mr. Irwin- 
titute, Messrs. Me Bean, 
e number of other lead-

trust confided to
,, , T - And on behalf of the
Board, I propose now to refer to the circumstances of the 
.equest; to state the difficulties under which the trust 

has labored and the position it has reached; and to i„di- 
- a e the further efforts which appear necessary to give 
" ' Vfte!'t to the hcneficent designs of the founder. And 

although during the pas. five years annual reports have 
lieen Published and circulated by the Board, it may |K- 
well, that at the risk of wearying you, I should review in 
outline, at least, the events which have occurred in
ŒtÜ^^ A»d 1 h°l* ^ey

Mr Hugh Fraser, as many of you will remember, was a 
merchant in Montreal, unmarried, but with several 
brothers and sisters. About six months before his death 
e.oneem-d the idea of appropriating the greater part of 
he means he had accumulated, towards some object for 
h( benefit of the city in which he had prospered ; and he 

finally settled down upon the idea of an institute, in the 
interest of literature, science and art. With this view he

management.

eon- 
will not

-mining the rooms and 
Cravings, &c., the Hon. 
nstitutc, took the chair

ks, the President read
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lw(J will«. ''Y the last of which, dated the 23rd of 
April, 1870, he made various special bequests to the mem
bers ol his family and others, amounting in all to about 
*20,000 and settled an annuity of #1,000 per annum upon 

ol Ins brothers during his life and that of his wife • 
and bequeathed the remainder of his property to the Hon’ 
Mr. Justice Torrance and myself, in trust, to establish 
here an institution to be called “The Fraser Institute." 
I he purposes ot this institution may be best described in 
his own comprehensive words. He provides that the Fra
ser Institute shall be composed “ of a free public library 
‘ museum, and gallery, to be open to all honest aud respect
able persons whomsoever, of every rank in life without 
" distinction, and without fee or reward of any kind.’’ For 
that purpose he authorized his trustees to procure such 
charter or act of incorporation as they should deem appro
priate to the intended purpose, namely, as he states in his 
will, “ to the ditfusion of useful knowledge by affording 

Iree access to all desiring it, to books, scientific objects 
and subjects, and work.ot art ; and to the procuring such 

’ books, subjects and objects,” as far as the revenue of the 
estate would serve, alter acquiring the requisite property 
and erecting appropriate buildings, and after paying 
expenses of management ; making always, says the will, 
t he acquisition and maintenance of a library, the leading 
Object to be kept in view. After making the various other 
provisions referred to, he appointed Mr. John Cowan and 
myself his executors, 
and the trustees

Farm and 
Sacrament, ! 
farms in the 
770 acres, i 

perties were 
But no soc 

possession of 
proceedings, 
bility of any 
the bequest, 

An action 
the heirs of 6 
trary to the 1 
in the Supei 
Justice Beam 
the heirs insi 
Court of Qu 
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reversing the 
nulling the hi 
The five ju< 
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year, after an 
the case was t 
cil,—and on tl 
judgment rexre 
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Before the pi 
trustees and ex 
the estate in th 
Evans, account

one

On the 15th of May, 1870, he died, 
and executors immediately took 

sion of the estate and commenced its administration. It 
was then composed of his stock in trade, subject to the
, coo! a,ld jomt accounts running in connection with 
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Farm and real estate ; consisting of a property on St. 
Sacrament, St. leter, and Si. Alexis streets, and three 
larms rn the par,sh of Whine, containing in all about 
7,0 acres. At the time of Mr. Fraser’s death, these pro
per ,es were covered by mortgages for a little over #37,000

Hut no sooner had the trustees and executors come into 
possess,on oi the estate, than the lengthy and costly legal 
proceed,ngs, which for many years prevented the possi
bility ot any movement of importance in connection with 
llie bequest, were commenced.

An action was instituted on the loth of June, 1870, by 
the heirs ol Mr. Fraser, to set aside the bequest, as con- 
Wry to the law of mortmain. This action was dismiss,si 
in the bnpenor Court at Montreal, by the Hon. Mr 
Justice Beaudry on the 30th of March, 1871. Thereuixm
Court 'ofOn - n11 fr°m *>'the

ouit of Queens Bench, m which Court, after two
hearings, judgment was given on the 24th of June 1873
reversing the judgment of the Superior Court, and am
nulling the bequest for the establishment of the Institute.
The live judges of the Court of Appeals, however,
differed ,,, opinion, Mr. Chief Justice Duval and Mr
Justice Badgely dissenting from the majority.

From this .judgment the trustees and executors appealed
l, the!,,vy Council, and in June, 1874, I proceeded to
-2 aï 1 ÎT °f th,‘ UPPeal Iu AuSUst of that

year, alter an elaborate argument lasting for three days 
taken under advisement by the Privy Conn-

’ and on the 2tith of November, 1874, they rendered
judgment reversing the judgment of the majority of the 

ourt of Queens Bench, and holding the bequest valid 
Before the promulgation of this judgment, however the 

trustees and executors placed the books 
the estate in the hands of the late Mr 
Evans, accountants, for analysis, audit,

the case was

and accounts of 
Riddell and Mr. 
and report. On
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On the 7th of June, 1876, the heirs served upon the L Qn ^
Board a formal printed protest against their proceeding ■ sented a petition t
with the trust, which protest was larg'd y circulated. ■ (requête dette) in «

On the 27th of January, 1877, the heirs served upon the I j to th(j p.
Institute a special notification and protest, insisting on the j consequence of whi<
illegality of the judgment of the Privy Council, and pro- 1 judg'ment. prayi '
testing against the property of the trust being disi»osed 1 of the prj Couuu
of or dealt with according to the will. I ilU(1 the judgment o

On the 30th of January, 1877, the Board, not deriving | Bynch should be pu
such a revenue from the St. Sacrament street stores, as • ....i iiii,,,., , , 1 Ihis petition wasthey thought should be obtained, endeavoured to sell 1 .uul thereupon was i
them through the instrumentality of Mr. J. J. Avntou, I 0f January 1878 th,
auctioneer, and a considerable audience was attracted to « On the Vth of Mai
Mr. Arnton’s rooms on the occasion. But as soon as the \ the Supreme Court 
property was announced for sale, a notary appeared and appeal from the deei
protested against the sale, notifying the audience and the i pau/ierû, and this pc
auctioneer that the Board could give no valid title to the % missed.'
property. Consequently no bid whatever was made for it. *j ()u the 17th of Ai

On the 6th of March, 1877, the heirs served upon the , wa# st,rvtMj upon t
Institute a notarial protest turning upon the same points # charges against the
as the last, and containing numerous charges of falsifies- i| (d faj8ifying re(.or(

. tion of entries, accounts, books and documents. Also pro- j| monies &c chargin
testing against any attempt to proceed with the estai»- 1 had improperly hear
lishment of the Institute. 1 he being interested :

< in the 31st of March, 1877, they served a further protest g 0j- vftjue 0j- q 
upon the Institute, notifying the President and Governors 1 ju ^ ^78 a'p
of their intention to take further proceedings to set aside jS (jouncjj praying’ to 1
I lie founder’s will, and protesting against any steps being 1 petition was rejectee
taken to carry out his intentions. ■ ()n the 11th of St

On the 23rd of April, 1877, they served a further nota- ■ 8entod to the Court (
rial protest upon the Institute, protesting against the trans- ■ praying for an enq

’ fer of bank stock by the executors to the trustees, in ■ record This petitioi
conformity with the will ; and against any action by the fl tember 1878
Governors under the charter ; charging falsification of ■ j2th of
accounts, records, &c. I libellée ta

)



>
t

)

21
sirs served upon the 
nst their proceeding 
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ivy Council, and pro- 
trust being disposed

On the 5th of November, 1877, Mr. John Fraser pre
sente-1 a petition to the Superior Court, at Montreal 
{requête civile), in which he alleged that the record in 
appeal to the Privy Council had been tampered with, in 
consequence of which that Court had given an erroneous 
judgment ; praying the Court to order that the judgment 
of the Privy Council should be declared null and void, 
and the judgment of the majority of the Court of Queen’s 
Bench should be put in execution.

This petition was dismissed on the 8th of November, 
and thereupon was inscribed for review, and on the 31st 
of January, 1878, the motion for review was dismissed.

On the 7th of March, 1878, a petition was presented to 
the Supreme Court of Canada, praying to be allowed to 
appeal from the decision of the Court of Review in fornui 
pau/ierit, and this petition was in due course also dis
missed.

ill.
i- Board, not deriving 
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endeavoured to sell 
of Mr. J. J. Aiiiton, 
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documents. Also pro
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-y

On the 17th of April, 1878, further notarial protest 
was served upon the Merchants’ Bank, repeating the 
charges against the executors, trustees and 
of falsifying records and accounts, misappropriating 
monies, &c., charging that His Honor Mr. Justice Mackay 
had improperly heard the argument in one of the suits ; 
he being interested in the result, as the donor of pictures 
of the value of 810,000, &c.

governors

•rved a further protest 
•sident and Governors 
x-eedings to set aside 
piiust any steps being

In May, 1878, a petition was presented to the Privy 
I Council, praying to be allowed a further appeal, but this 
I petition was rejected in due course.

Un the 11th of September, 1878, a petition was pre- 
1 sented to the Court of Queen’s Bench for Lower Canada, 
I praying for an enquiry into the complaints as to the 
I record. This petition was dismissed on the 18th of Sep- 
§ tomber, 1878.

served a further nota- 
iting against the trans- 
rs to the trustees, in 
list any action by the 
urging falsification of On the 12th of September, 1879, a proceeding by 

Requête libellée was taken by the Honorable David A. Ross,

)
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Attorney General, on the information of the heirs, and 
upon security given by the Hon. Mr. Beaudry, praying 
for the revocation of the charter of the Institute, and 
alleging, in support of the application, all the various 
grounds and charges set up in previous proceedings 
against the Institute, and against the trustees.

On behalf of the institution, all the allegations of the 
Requête were put in issue, and the case was inscribed for 
trial on the merits, on the 5th of March, 1880. But before 
that day arrived the Attorney General withdrew the pro
ceedings with costs.

A question came up incidentally in 1870 respecting the 
accounts, and the transfer of the assets to the Institute. 
In December, 1878. Mr. John Fraser wrote a letter to Sir 
Hugh Allan, which he afterwards enclosed to the Mayor 
of Montreal, in which he accused the auditors, Messrs. 
Riddell and Evans, of having certified the accounts as 
correct, while in fact those accounts were erroneous to a 
large extent, and were known to be so by the auditors.

Mr. Edward Evans, the surviving auditor, then brought 
an action of damages against Mr. John Fraser, for the 
libel which he asserted was contained in these statements. 
After a protracted trial, in which the books and accounts 
were produced in Court, and their correctness investigated, 
judgment was rendered by His Honor Mr. Justice John
son on the 31st of May, 1880, maintaining Mr. Evans’ 
action, declaring the statements contained in the petition 
of Mr. Fraser to be unfounded, and condemning him to 
pay damages and costs. This judgment was inscribed 
for revision by Mr. Fraser, and was confirmed by the 
Court of Review in the same year.

On the 15th of May, 1880, a memorial was presented to 
the Legislature of Quebec, reiterating the charges made 
on several previous occasions against the executors and 
trustees, but no action was taken upon the memorial.

The same char 
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Mr. Beaudry, praying 
of the Institute, and 

cation, all the various 
previous proceedings 

the trustees.
1 the allegations of the 
case was inscribed for 
arch, 1880. But before 
lierai withdrew the pro-

The same charges which composed the libels com
plained of by Mr. Evans, and others of a similar descrip
tion, were reiterated in various forms during the year 
1881 ; among others, in a petition to the Quebec Legisla- 

I ture for a ltoyal Commission ; but remained unnoticed.
In February, 1882, a petition was presented to the 

«f Dominion Parliament reiterating previous charges against 
the executors and trustees, but no action was taken upon
it.

Early in April, 1883, the heirs induced the Attorney- 
General of the Province of Quebec, to authorize a second 
effort to destroy the institution, to be made in his 
and a proceeding was taken which was nearly verbatim, the 
same as that which had been withdrawn in 1879, and 
based upon an affidavit of one of the heirs charging the 
trustees and executors and the governors of the institu
tion with maladministration of the grossest kind. The 
governors joined issue with the Government separately 
upon every charge, and insisted upon a full inquiry into 
every imputation contained in the information laid. And 
after an investigation in open Court, which lasted eight 
days ; during which the whole of the books of the estate 
were produced in the Court, and on three several occasions 
were placed in the possession of the representative of the 

,, heirs’ to endeavour to enable him to discover anything to 
I sustain the allegations of his affidavit ; a most elaborate 
judgment was rendered, in which all the charges 

|discussed. And the result arrived at was, as held by the 
judge, that the irregular and incorrect entries alleged to 

Sexist in the books, and with regard to the cash, existed 
■only in the imagination of the complainant ; that the 
«management of the executors had been proper and judi- 
jjlcious ; and that the delays in the commencement of the 
'institution were attribut .ble to the conduct of the
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trustees, and had subsequently by new actions, new pro
tests and by petitions to the Legislature, continually em
barrassed the action ol" the trustees and of the Institute. 
That the Institute had proved the allegations of its plea ; 
and that the grievances of the real plaintiff in the cause, 
Mr. John Fraser, existed rather in his imagination than in 
the record. (Existent //lus dans son imagination que dans le 
dossier.)

This has proved to be the last effort in the direction of 
litigation which has been made to embarrass and obstruct 
the proceedings of the governors, and it is practically only 
since the date of that judgment, that they have felt them
selves in a position to act effectively in furtherance of the 
object for which they were incorporated.

While these proceedings were going on, only one line of 
action was open to the governors, namely, to protect the 
property of the foundation, to administer it at the least 
possible expense, and to await patiently the termination of 
the litigation. These objects they have endeavored to 
attain, and they trust with some measure- of success.

The costs of the legal proceedings have been practically 
paid out of the revenue. The mortgages upon the pro
perty have been reduced by about $8,000. The interest 
payable upon the balance has been reduced from 8 and 7 
per cent, to 0 per cent. ; and the debts and legacies have 
all l>een paid. The revenue when they took over the 
estate was insufficient, to pay the charges upon it, while 
during the last year it amounted to $5,792.25, showing a 
net revenue of $2,340.04, after payment of all charges and 
annuities. The entire expense of management, exclusive 
of the proceedings in court, has averaged about $250 a year, 
which covers the management and leasing of the farms and 
properties. There have been no legal expenses connected 
with the estate, except the actual costs in the suits insti
tuted. But, nevertheless, the injury which the protracted
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litigation has caused to the foundation is almost incalcul
able. The bank stock, which should have been invested in 
a suitable building and in books, shared in the depreciation 
which accompanied the commercial crisis of the last decade, 
and it was reduced by one-third under the authority of 
Parliament. The real estate which in 1875 and 1870, 

not only valuable, but aleable ; represents to-day

f new actions, new pro- 
slature, continually ern
es and of the Institute. 

■ allegations of its plea ; 
al plaintiff in the cause, 
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And the Institute, which might have been advantageously 
established, and have since been growing and prospering, 
diffusing knowledge and promoting learning and art, has 
remained dormant, and now opens with resources in un
diminished quantity, but unhappily of marketable value 
greatly below the prices of 1875 and 1876.

However, as the termination of litigation seemed to be 
approaching, the governors felt it incumbent upon them 
to prepare to take some active step towards attaining the 
object of its founder, and they anxiously looked for the 

of opening a library in some form, believing that 
public support would be obtained as soon as any prosjiect 
of success should be manifested.

In December, 1882, the property in which we now are, 
offered for sale by auction by the school authorities of

means

was
the city ; and as the site appeared to be thoroughly suited 
for the purpose, it was thought desirable to make an effort 
to purchase it. The governors considered that with the 
net revenue they had reached, they might endeavor to 
carry out the arrangements which had been long under 
discussion for the acquisition of the libraries and assets of 
the Mercantile Library Association ; and of the Institut 
Canadien. Their plan was to endeavor to procure the sub
scription of funds sufficient to purchase the High School 
property ; to put the present High School building in 
order by litting it with shelves, and inch furniture as 
would be absolutely essential for the purpose ; and then
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to complete the proposed arrangements with the Mercan
tile Library Association and the Institut Canadien, and open 
the contemplated Free Library. They were convinced that 
a strong feeling existed in Montreal as to the necessity for 
such an institution ; and they believed that if it could once 
be opened, and an opportunity afforded for showing its 
capacity for usefulness ; such assistance as would be 
needed to make it efficient, would speedily be accorded to 
it. And they also hoped that an opportunity might offer 
for the sale of some of the property of the Institute, by 
means of which its revenue might be so much increased, 
as to enable its objects to be carried out with some degree 
of vigor.

The property having been accordingly put up for sale ; 
in order to secure it for the Institute I became the pur
chaser of it for $30,000 and auction charges, and the 
requisite payment on account of the price, and the charges 
upon the sale, was made.

A circular was issued to a limited number of friends, 
soliciting assistance to assume the purchase, and the fol
lowing amounts have been subscribed for that purpose

J. J. C. Abbott...........
Hon. Judge Torrance..
D. Morrice..................
Q-eo. W. Stephens .....
Peter Redpath ..........
Hugh McLennan........
Wm. C. MacDonald....
R. B. Angus ...............
Thos. Workman.........
George Hague..............
O. S. Wood...................
Hutchison & Steele ...
Chas. Cushing............

Making a total of.

i

$4,000
1,000
1,000
1,000
1,000
1,000
1,000
1,000
1,000

250
250
250
250

$13,000

i
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But the efforts of the governors at that time were 
stopped, by the institution of the action by the Govern
ment of Quebec already referred to, and the governors 
have neither collected the subscriptions already obtained, 
nor pressed their application to the public for further 
assistance. They considered that the opening of the 
Free Library as a part of the Institute, would be the 
occasion on which they could best place before the public 
the position of the foundation, and their views as to 
extending its usefulness, and they continued their efforts 
with that object.

The preparations for the reception of books were con
tinued ; the first story of the building and a house in 
rear of it were let, after having been put in order at an 
expense of about $2,000, and now produce a revenue 
of about $1,200 a year. The upper portion of the building 
was fitted with shelves, its floors renewed, the roof 
repaired, a system of heating by hot water introduced, 
and various details attended to, placing it in the condition 
in which you now see it. The arrangements with the 
Mercantile Library Association were completed, and a 
transfer of their library and a small fund at their disposal 
was effected. The negotiations with the Institut Canadien 
were resumed, and an arrangement made with that body 
for the reception of their library, and also of a small 
amount of money which they had accumulated. But this 
arrangement was prevented from having its full effect, by 

I a proceeding for an injunction taken by members of the 
i Institut who were dissatisfied with the agreement. Those 
| proceedings are still pending, and in the meantime the 

governors have accepted the custody of the books of the 
[ Institut Canadien, holding them for that institution pend

ing a judgment of the Court. The collection which you 
I see is, therefore, a combination of the libraries of the Mer- 
I cantile Library Association and the Institut Canadien, sup-

ents with the Morcan- 
itut Canadien, and open 
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plemented by about 750 volumes, the gifts of individuals. 
A valuable donation of pictures has been made by the 
Honorable Mr. Justice MacKay and Mrs. MacKay, but 
these pii tures are not available until a suitable place for 
them can be prepared, and this 1 fear is not possible in 
the present condition of this building. Negotiations with 
the Natural History Society for its museum had at one 
time made some progress, but I have some reason to 
believe that these negotiations are not likely to have a 
successful issue.

I have thus endeavored to sketch the history of the 
bequest and its trials, and th»» efforts we have made to 
establish the Institute. The position in which it now 
stands may be very shortly stated :—It possesses bank 
stock to the cash value of about $16,000 ; it has real pro- 
p»>rty composed of a valuable building lot, fronting on St. 
Sacrament, St. Alexis and St. Peter Streets, and the gov«*r- 
nors are erecting a building on it, by means of which they 
hop»» to realize a net revenue equivalent to the interest of 
the value of the land. And it owns upon the Lower 
Lachine road three valuable farms, containing in all 
about 740 acres, a small portion of one of them having 
been expropriated for the city aqueduct. The mortgag»'s 
due in respect of these properties are now reduced to 
about $29,000. The value of the properties has been 
variously estimated, but I think I am not far wrong in 
assuming them to be now worth from $125,000 to $150,- 
000, and I shall hope that the construction of contem
plated improvements below Lachine, will considerably 
increase their value.

Th»»se assets constitute th»- foundation derived from Mr. 
Fraser, and they are charged with the mortgages already 
referred to ; with an annuity in favor of Mr. Alexander 
Fraser of $1,000 a year ; and of course with the usual 
expenses of taxes, insurance, etc. The net revenue from
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these assets inny lx* stated in round numbers at #2,750 a 
year, alter payment of all annual charges, and if ihe new 
buildings in St. Peter street prove successful, it is hoped 
that this revenue will be materially increased.

Independent of, and aside from the foundation, the cor- 
poration holds the property in which we now are. This 
property, with the improvements made upon it, costs the 
corporation about #88,000, namely, the original cost of 
#80,600, and the improvements on the main building and 
the house in the rear, amounting in all to a little over 
47.000. The interest upon this cost after deduction of the 
funds derived from the Mercantile Library Association, 
and of a portion of the revenue and other funds of the 
Institute applied to improvements, will amount to about 
41.000 a year, from which is to lie deducted the rental of 
the house in rear, and of the lower story of the building, 
thus reducing the annual cost to about 4800 a year, 
exclusive of taxes, insurance, and the like. We therefore 
stand, for tin- rooms occupied by the books at present, at a 
rental of about 4800 a year, with taxes and insurance, 
which will amount to about 4400 more, or in all 41,200 a 
year. With the greatest economy, and with the small 
staff we possess, we hope to keep the doors open for a 
further expenditure of about 41,800 a year, which is per
haps a trille in excess of our actual nett income, but we 
shall endeavor to keep within it if possible.

You see, therefore, how we stand, what our property 
consists of, what our revenue amounts to, and how we. 
are employing it. We have, I venture to think, the 
best site for a library in the city. V» e have valu
able property, which, being as I am a believer in the 
luture of Montreal, I am satislied must sooner or 
later largely swell our revenue We can exist upon 
our present income ; and we present for your free use 
under these circumstances these modest rooms, this eco-
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nomical furniture, and about 15,000 volumes of books— 
of which 1 may say the French portion constitutes a very 
admirable collection, and the English section, though not 
so complete, forms a valuable and useful nucleus for an 
English library. To this I may add, that, as in the case 
of the Institut Canadien books, we have the possession 
for the present, with the hope of future proprietorship, of 
a large collection of instructive prints, mainly of classical 
and architectural subjects ; and a collection of about forty 
paintings, carefully selected by Mr. Justice Mackay and 
Mrs. Mackay on the continent of Europe, which we shall 
receive when we have provided a suitable room for them.

This, I venture to think, forms a commencement more 
important and more extensive, than that of some other in
stitutions of a similar class which now stand among the 
finest literary, scientific, and artistic, institutions in the 
world. But no such result can be expected for the Fraser 
Institute if it is content merely to exist. Nothing but per
sistent and continuous effort, will elevate it to a stature 
worthy of the community which it is intended to benefit. 
The Governors have now done all in their power to give 
the Institute standing ground in that community. They 
have strained their present resources to the utmost in the 
effort required to do so ; and they have succeeded, mainly 
by the help of two kindred societies, controlled by single- 
minded men of large views, who combined their influence 
and their services, without one selfish thought, to assist in 
creating a germ, from which both they and the governors 
hope, an institution may grow, which will be a perma
nently active and useful element in the intellectual life of 
Montreal. Its citizens must never forget, that to Mr. 
Joseph Doutre and the Institut Canadien, and to Mr. 
Frederick Matthews, Mr. Theodore Lyman, and the Mer
cantile Library Association, they owe that help beyond 
all price—help at the critical moment ; without which
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the difficulties in opening their Free Library might not 
even yet have been overcome.

But while stating, in general terms, the necessity lbr 
continuous action, the Board holds no uncertain view as 
to the mode in which the object we all desire, of having a 
free library on a large and comprehensive scale, may be 
attained ; and the other objects of the bequest, namely, 
scientific and artistic culture, may also receive due atten
tion. The first thing to be done is, if possible, to free the 
institution from debt. I do not refer to the small mort-
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gages upon the real estate, as these are matters incidental 
to the property itself, and will be got rid of when the 
property is sold. I refer to the debt on the building and 
property which is to be the site of the future Institute. 
It is most important that, if possible, the price of this 
property should be paid, and this result could be attained 
by a very small sacrifice by those who are friends of 
education and culture. The subscription already made 
reaches nearly one-half the sum required to pay the 
price, and for that purpose a further subscription 
of $17,000 will suffice. The effect of this payment 
would be to increase the net revenue by about $1000 a 
year. A very moderate amount expended on modern 
works of history, biography and travels, with a small 
collection of the best standard literature of a lighter char- 

j aeter, would place the book department of the library in 
a position so advantageous, that a moderate annual 

I expenditure afterwards, would suffice to fit it for an
extended sphere of usefulness. And although, with the 
existing staff and outlay it is impossible to lend books 
out of the library ; and moreover the collection as it 
stands is not sufficiently complete to give it proper value 
as a lending library ; both these difficulties could be over
come if the building were relieved of the burden upon it. 
By the payment of the price of the building, therefore, the



32

expenditure oi a moderate sum i'or immediate expendi
ture on books would become possible, and those suitable 
lor circulation could be lent for use out of the building.

But while thus suggesting the assistance which 
they need, in the interest of the citizens generally, the 
governors have felt that at this stage of the existence 
oi the Institute, objections, possessing a certain degree of 
plausibility, may be made to aid being granted to it ; in 
fact, some such objections have already been suggested to 
them. It has been said, for instance, that the Fraser 
Institute, being a private foundation, is known and 
described by the name of an individual ; and that persons 
may properly hesitate before contributing to the increase 
and prosperity of an institution, which seems to claim 
lor its founder, all the credit of its progress. But I venture 
to think that this objection is one easily answered. The 
foundation which Mr. Fraser provided, exceeds very 
largely any contribution which is expected from indivi
duals. It is to that provision that the institution, such 
as it is, owes its origin and existence. The custom of 
naming an institution after its founder, is one which the 
practice of centuries has sanctioned and justified ; and 
institutions which are held in the highest veneration 
their origin to individuals, and bear their 

The Smithsonian Institute is a world-known and world- 
renowned scientific institution, which has been thought 
worthy not only of individual contribution, but finally of 
being mainly sustained and supported at the expense of 
the State ; yet I believe it has never been suggested that 
that institution was unworthy of either individual or 
public support, because it bore the name of its founder. 
In our own city, one of its successful merchants endowed 
a university with property and funds much less valuable 
than those with which Mr. Fraser endowed the Fraser 
Institute, yet I have never heard that the numerous muni
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It would be easy to multiply indefinitely 
instances where large-minded and public-spirited 
and women have bequeathed their wealth for the public 
good, and where the community they benefited have 
adopted, not only without reluctance, but with pride, a 
nomenclature for the institutions they founded, which com
memorated the

name
of McGill.

men

existoive of their benefactors. Probably, 
however, this objection would not occur to many, and 
I think those few would discard it, after a moment’s 
reflection.

It has been suggested also that the corporation is a 
close corporation, and that the public who are asked to 
aid it, would have no voice in its management ; and there
fore no certainty that the assistance they might render, 
would be effectively used in the promotion of the 
intended objects. This also is a remark which applies to 
many, if not most benevolent institutions. A corporation 
for the purpose of trade or commerce has members who 
contribute its capital, and these members naturally 
trol its operations. An institution of this description has 
no shareholders, and therefore no constituency to super
vise and regulate its management. But it is indisputable 
that such an institution is less liable to abuse, if those 
who feel an interest in its success, assist in its direction ; 
and the Board have provided a mode in which this result 
may be attained.

1 he charter of the Institute authorises the

con-

governors
to make by-laws for its government, and under this 
power they have enacted and passed a series of by-law 

• forming the constitution of the Institute, which in a large 
degree admit at once, the contributors in aid of its objects, 
to a sharj in the management of its affairs ; and
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late the election of governors, that the Board will ulti
mately be composed exclusively of persons who have 
contributed towards the support of the institution. By 
these by-laws an executive committee has been consti
tuted, of which a subscriber of $1000 and upwards 
becomes, by that subscription, a life member ; and the 
representative of any corporation granting aid to the 
institution to a similar extent, will occupy a similar posi
tion. When the number of persons entitled to be 
bers of the Executive Committee shall exceed fifteen, 
they will elect fro m among themselves a committee of 
nine to perform their functions ; and when a vacancy 
occurs in the Board of Governors, such vacancy must be 
filled from among the persons entitled to be members of 
the Executive Committee. Those who contribute to the 
funds of the Institute will therefore take an active part 
in the management of its affairs, and the governors will 
ultimately be composed of such contributors. By these 

the governors believe, they have provided in 
advantageous manner for the government of the Institute 
by those who have proved their interest in its success by 
subscribing to its endowment ; and they consider that 
they have removed any possibility of objection, ou the 
ground of exclusiveness in the management.

In this connection there is one more remark 1 should 
wish to make.

The desire to benefit the community, in the. direction 
contemplated by this institution, has always largely 
pervaded the citizens of Montreal. There is scarcely a 
branch of literary or scientific research, which has not a 
nucleus of earnest workers ; and art also has its societies 
and associations. Many of these may be fettered and 
cramped in their labors by difficulty in providing rooms, 
attendance, and the like : the interest to which they 
owed their origin may flag : prominent members
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Board will ulti-

remove from the city ; and from such causes, or others 
of a similar character, at some time or other, - 
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may or may not be success- 
fully traversed. The remedy for this dilticulty appears 
to me to be combination. It is to the principle of 
bination that we are indebted for the modest 
mencement we are making to-night. By that principle 

may reach incalculably greater results. There is 
literary study, or exercise, no scientific research or experi
ment, no artistic effort or development, which is foreign 
to our design, and to all such we tender accommoda
tion and cooperation. Every organization in those direc
tions, however limited, represents strength in a greater 
or less degree ; and their combination represents force, 
more or less irresistible. But while we seek, by combi
nation, to concentrate the energy of literary and artistic 
organizations, it must not be forgotten that we also offer 
representation. We ask every contributor who helps the 
good work forward, to joiu in the management of his 
contribution, to take a seat with us at our Executive 
Board, and to hold himself ready to fill a vacancy among 
our governors.

In conclusion I may say, that in laboring for the estab
lishment of a free library, the governors have merely 
performed their simple duty ; and in pursuance of that 
duty, they have felt bound to point out to the public, the 
means which seem to them calculated to give the Free 
Library an extensive career of usefulness. As I have 
stated, they see their way to the material improvement of 
the library, and to its extension into a lending library, if 
only the debt incurred in the purchase of this building 
be paid oft. And a moderate contribution for additions 
to the collection of books, would also be of immeasur
able advantage.

It is to this well defined and intelligible point that
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they are at this moment disposed to confine their endea
vors ; and to this extent, they trust they may rely upon 
the cooperation of their fellow-citizens. They could not. 
however, in justice to themselves, affect to restrict their 
ultimate object within so limited a sphere. They desire 
to see the Fraser Institute become what its founder 
intended and what it is for the interest of the city it 
should be—a Free Library, Museum and Gallery of 
Art, open to all honest and respectable persons of every 
class without distinction of race or creed ; and that it 
should comprise literary, scientific and artistic collections, 
which would atlord means for culture, improvement, and 
innocent and rational amusement, to the entire popula
tion of the city. And they desire that its architectural 
habitation and adornment, should be no less worthy of a 
generous and intellectual population, than its literary, 
scientific, and artistic, contents. They believe that the 
material attractions of a city life, which possess too much 
fascination for the young, may be most successfully coun
teracted by the possession of a place of resort, in which 
not only the refined and intellectual members of the 
community may find instruction and pleasure ; but where 
also, those whose limited opportunities have prevented 
their attaining the same degree of culture, may find 
sources of relaxation and improvement, which will tend 
to elevate them to the standard of their more favored 
fellow-citizens. But it is by degrees only that the institu
tion can reach the dignified and elevated position which 
their ambition would indicate for it, and they trust that 
they will soon be enabled to take the next step in its 
material progress.

During the delivery of the address the Hon. President 
was frequently applauded.

The President then invited the Hon. Mr. Justice 
Torrance, one of the Governors of the Institute, to address 
the meeting.
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The Hon. Judge, who was cordially received, said :— 
There have been delays here, but, as the narrative you 

have just listened to discloses, these delays have been 
unavoidable. It would appear as if it were hardly possi
ble for a man to devote his estate or a considerable portion 
of it to purposes of benevolence, without his motives, his 
intentions, his wisdom, or his sanity, being called in 
question, by persons who would much prefer that the 
estate should be diverted from the public, and placed in 
their own pockets. Those who have been in the city of 
Philadelphia remember the stately marble palace there 
erected by the munificence of Stephen Girard, for the 
maintenance and education of the young. Girard died in 
1831 ; his bequest for this purpose of over $2,000,000 was 
disputed by collateral heirs, and it was not till 1854 that 
the Supreme Court of the United States ended the litiga
tion in favour of the bequest, by confirming the judg
ments of the lower courts. A case nearer home is that of 
our
collateral heirs contested the will, and the suits only ter
minated in 1828, when the Privy Council of England con
firmed the will, and the judgments of the lower courts. 
The college was opened in 1843, but its real prosperity 
dates from the advent here of the present Principal, Sir 
J. William Dawson. The estate was valued originally at 
$40,000 in money and the farm of Burnside, and now its 
assets are over $1,000,000, from the sale of land, and the 
gifts of generous friends. The Fraser Institute may have 
small beginnings, but it has a noble future before it. We, 
as trustees, are proud of the sympathy of liberal-minded 
and far-seeing friends. We have had for several years 
the gift of Mr. Justice Mackay and his wife, ol 38 valuable 
paintings for our Art Gallery. We have the gift of the 
Mercantile Library, numbering about 5,000 volumes, and 
$5,000 in money. We arc the custodians of the books of

McGill University. James McGill died in 1813. The

Hon. President

n. Mr. Justice 
itute, to address
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the Canadian Institute, numbering about 10,000 volumes, 
also valuable engravings from France, the gift to the 
Canadian Institute of Prince Jerome Bonaparte ; and we 
have from this Institute a yearly sum of $180 to be laid 
out in French books. We are deeply indebted to the 
learned President of the Canadian Institute, Joseph 
Doutre, Q.C., for generous sympathy and co-operation. It 
becomes me here to say a word in testimony of the 
arduous labors of J. J. C. Abbott, our President, since his 
iriend Hugh Fraser, placed in the hands of the 
of his
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Abbott’s

Our beginnings might have been smaller, and should 
not be despised. The city of Boston has the largest free 
library on this continent—over 200,000 volumes It began 
about 1840 with a gift of books from the municipality of 
I ans, in France. A room was assigned to the gift. Then 
two rooms were set aside as the beginning of the library 
Then came a gift of $50,000 in money from Joshua Bates, 
o the firm of Baring Brothers, of London, an old citizen 
ot Boston, and another gift from him of another $50,000 
m books. Then came the construction of the Free Library 
Building of Boston, by the city corporation, at a cost of 
over $360,000 in gold in 1858. Thu ibrary has been sup
ported by the corporation of that city at an expense of 
over $30,000 per annum, on the principle that a supply of 
sound reading matter to the people is a necessary part of 
the education which the State owes to the nation.

In England and Scotland for many years, the citizens 
of numerous towns have chosen to be taxed to this cud.
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Birmingham, Manchester, Liverpool, Oxford, are instances, 
and the self-denial of the citizens has been supplemented 
and encouraged by princely gifts from their fellow- 
citizens.

A free library is so far a novelty in Canada. Toronto 
has had her free library for two years, supported by a tax 
upon the ratepayers. We cannot, I presume, imitate them 
here, but we have generous citizens who have given 
many generous gifts in the past, and we know that they 
will not forget to help in divers ways, the free library of 
Montreal. A city journal remarked the other day that a 
tree library must be a circulating library. This is not 
necessarily the case.
York ( the Astor Library) does not circulate hooks, 
though it is of inestimaable value to the citizens, and 
much resorted to. The whole number of volumes in the 
Astor Library, New York, on December 31. 1884, was 
214,638. The fund lor the maintenance of the library is 
1410,000 and the endowment fund amounts to #1,388,- 
607.03. The income of the library during the past year 
was $23,728.02. Additions by purchase and donations 
have been made to the extent of 6,200 volumes, exclusive 
of pamphlets. No book can be removed from the building. It 
is largely used by professional and literary men, scholars, 
and students, for reference, and the great rooms are always 
crowded with male and female readers.

Books of reference are of immense utility, and are pecu
liarly suitable to a public library, because they are often 
too costly to be owned by individuals, and they must 
always be in their places to be referred to when called 
for. The trustees and committee of management of the 
Fraser Institute will, I have no doubt, aim at having 
both a circulating library and a library of reference, but 
the extent to which the wants of the public are supplied 
will depend much upon the liberality of the friends of 
the library in this direction.
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The Hou. Mr. Justice Torrance was warmly applauded 
at the conclusion of his address.
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On the suggestion of the President, Mr. Peter Eedpath, 
another of the Governors, then addressed the meeting 
He said that it afforded him the greatest possible pleasure 
to take part in such an auspicious event in the educational 
history of Montreal, as the opening of the Fraser Institute. 
He was also thankful that he had the present oppor
tunity of congratulating the Hon. Mr. Abbott, their worthy 
President, on the zeal, the ability, and the energy, dis
played by him in carrying out through many troubles, the 
spirit of the bequest of the late Mr. Fraser to such 
tessful issue, as all present witnessed that evening. To 
Mr. Abbott s devotedness Montreal was chiefly indebted 
for the Fraser Institute, which he believed would prove to 
be the nucleus of a great and useful Free Library in 
Montreal. (Applause.)

Mr. Thomas Workman, the only other Governor

a suc-

pre-
sent, was then requested by the President to address the 
meeting. He said :

He was happy to be able to corroborate all the last 
speaker had said regarding Mr. Abbott’s devotion in this 
matter. He, in conjunction with Mr Redpath, had only 
been auxiliaries in the work, and they gladly assumed 
the responsibility of it. He gave his best wishes for the 
success of this deserving institution, and hoped that it 
would receive all the encouragement it deserved. The 
Institution was bound to become an important educational 
agency, and he had reason to believe that the liberality of 
the citizens would be such, that the debt would soon be 
paid off. In conclusion, he said that in after years the 
efforts which the Hon. Mr. Abbott had devoted to the 
work of establishing it, would be enumerated amongst the 
great benefits conferred on the city, (Applause.)

Sir William Dawson, Principal of McGill University,
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ml y applauded in reply to an invitation from the President, also addressed 
the meeting. He said that ever since he had 
Montreal it was one of his first wishes to 
Library established in the city. Without a Free Library 
Montreal could not hope to keep up, in the march of pro
gress, with the leading cities of civilized nations. The 
Fraser Institute, which 
was

come to 
see a FreePeter Red path, 
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was that evening inaugurated, 
the first step towards {he establishment of the Free 

Library, and it remained with the citizens to build upon
the foundation now laid, a splendid institution. A city 
such as Montreal, needed an institution of this kind, and 
the opening of the Fraser Institute Public Library, would 
be hailed with delight. He sincerely hoped that outside 
help would not be wanting to the governors, to place the 
Institution in good financial standing. He congratula
ted the trustees on the energy they had shown in carry
ing out the will of the late Hugh Fraser to a successful 
issue. He had always believed that the public should be 
given due representation, and he must say that the plan 
adopted by the Governors, of giving to benefactors of the 
Institute, a voice in its management ; was a fair and just 
expedient, and should be satisfactory to the public. He 
was bound to say that the President had made out his 
case, and that his appeal for assistance should meet with a 
liberal response. The success and prosperity of the Insti
tute had his very best wishes. (Applause.)

Mr. Justice Jette stated humorously that as the Fraser 
Institute had needed judgments in the past, it might need 
more
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in the future, and consequently he would not 
promise himself, but however, he could be permitted to 
express his heartfelt wishes for the success of the Insti
tute. Speaking for the French-Cauadian part of the popu
lation, he could state that the Institution had all their 
sympathies.

Mr. Justice Mathieu, in French, said that during the 
4

com-
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time he had been a member of the Quebec Legislature, he 
had had occasion to see the other side of the story in 
nection with this Institute, but now he was glad to be 
given an opportunity of witnessing its higher side. He 
sincerely complimented the trustees on the devotion they 
had shown, and said they had rendered society a signal 
service. He hoped all nationalities would unite on this 
question, and so secure for all an intellectual success.

Mr. Hugh McLennan felt that Montreal had long want
ed an institution of the kind which had proved of such 
benefit to the greatest cities. He believed it was an ines
timable boon to the present generation, and its influen 
would be felt in coming generations. He hoped the Library 
would meet with such help and encouragement, as would 
enable it to become a circulating library, and he felt 
tain that citizens could not do a better deed than give it 
their hearty support. (Applause,)

Mr. Justice Mackay said he had been favorably impress
ed with the excellent, and, indeed able, report made by 
Mr. Abbott, of the standing of the Institute. He consid
ered the opening of the Library as an intellectual awaken
ing which could not but be of great benefit to the city. 
He felt in this respect that citizens who wanted to do so, 
should make gifts during their lifetime, and thus
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pre-
dude the possibility of the litigation which almost 
always ensued after the death of the testator, as had been 
the case in this instance, and in that of McGill Univer
sity. The utility of the Institution would be greatly 
increased when it would be made a circulating library, 
and he hoped that time would soon come. He said that 
the works of art he had given to the Library were ready 
at any time the Governors wished to take them away, 
and he trusted that other citizens who had the welfare of 
the city at heart, would follow his example in making 
donations. (Applause.)
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The Ilev. Principal Mac Vicar promised to do all iu his 
power to aid in the progress of the Fraser Institute to
wards the end they all wished to see it achieve, and to 
render it, as far as he could, popular with the citizens. 
(Applause.)

Rev. Mr. Larose, as a former director of L'Institut 
Canadien, expressed his gratification at seeing the books 
in such an excellent place as the Fraser Institute.

Prof. Coussirat, in French, suggested, that as the Minis
ter of Public Instruction of France had promised a collec
tion of books for McGill University, an application should 
be made for a collection for this library.

The President said the idea was a good one. The French 
Academy had already given them the reports of their 
meetings for the past 85 years, and they 
bound. He hoped to be able to obtain many valuable 
contributions of that description from literary and scienti
fic associations throughout the world.

Mr. Henry Lyman expressed his pleasure at being 
present, and his heartiest wishes for the su ccess of the 
library.

Lieut.-Col. Lyman, as a member of the Mercantile Li
brary Association, said he well remembered when, iu 
1840, seven citizens had gathered to lay the foundations 
of that institution. He considered the site selected for 
this library an excellent one, and hoped that the time 
would soon come when it would occupy the whole square.

The President then called upon Mayor Beaugrand, as 
the representative of the citizens, to declare the library 
opened to the public.

The Mayor said that the duty the President now asked 
him to perform, was one of the most pleasant that had 
devolved upon him since he assumed office. Coming 
after war, pestilence, floods and riots, it was refreshing to 
find that he could officiate at a ceremony which was of
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such genuine benefit to the citizens, us the opening of the 
Fraser Institute. He trusted that Montreal would 
have a splendid free library, of which the Institute 
the foundation. He considered that the library was des
tined to do a great deal of good. The idea of having both 
French and English books was an excellent one, and 
would have a tendency to bring both nationalities to
gether. The collection of the Institut Canadien 
excellent one, and many hours had he spent in former 
years in perusing its treasures. Montreal had long needed 
a public library, and all should feel proud that this 
was so successfully inaugurated. Probably the great 
success of the New England States was due in a large 
measure to the fact, that almost every hamlet possessed its 
free library. He hoped that it would lie hailed with de
light by all. and would in a certain measure tend to a 
stronger union between the two races. Pointing to the 
French and English volumes, His Honor referred to the 
feelings of unanimity which, in time of war between the 
two great nations, prompted the authors of those works; 
and lie trusted that the example of those learned 
would be followed by the citizens of Montreal—English, 
Irish, Scotch and French—and that there would be 
more heard about distinctions of race and creed, but that 
all should unite to promote the welfare of Montreal and 
of Canada. (Applause.)

He tlien declared the Institute open to the public.
The proceedings then terminated.
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