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We again return to the Superintendent’s reply

T

upon in part in July, and now we further quote from it

as
printed in the June issue of BuLLeTiN, commented

and continue our remarks,  Says the Superintendent

(£} The capital of a company may be legally impaired, having

regard to the Statutory method of caleulating the reserve, and ye

be in a position to dispose of its business, wind up its affairs and
pay its stockholders in full and even have surplus for distribution

among such stockholders.  In such case there is no actual impair

Truly said. It may be so, but is it not a very

speculative view to take of so serious a matter as in-

surance 7 “It may,” and so also may the most un-

likely

say “it is the unexpected that happens,” hence their

things happen. Indeed accident underwriters

urgent argument and plea, insure against accidents

INSURANCE JOURNAIL:.

SEPTEMBER, 1903, No. 9.
Ships in good seaworthy condition have been known
Not H.M.S. Cap-

fain, a war vessel, went down bodily in the Atlantic

to founder at sea many years ago

with all on board.  Other well-found ships did the same
before, and other ships in excellent condition have done

the same since \gain, ships have been abandoned at

sea as wrecks, and have been event ally recovered and
brought to harbor, and not in so very bad condition,
either, after all

So with instances innumerable on sea and land of

imminent danger and loss, but the un-

apparent great

expected happened, danger was 2verted and lives and

property saved.  But is that a sound logical reason, or
any sort of sensible argument, why ships should go to
sea in unseaworthy condition, or insurance companies’
capital should be allowed to become impaired simply

because the company in an impaired condition may pos-

sibly weather the storm?  And after paying all de-
mands, the shareholders having in dividends or final

refunds realized their capital, the company may, after
That

fancy sketch such as the Superintendent may in the

all that, end its days in quiet dissolution. is a

exuberance of his imagination work out in theory to

his own satisfaction

But are such blind, chance happenings to be accepted
and relied on as guides for rational action where cer-
tainty and unquestionable security

Surely

are the objects of

Yet

something very like it is what the Superintendent’s ex-

our thoughts and actions ? not. that or
pressions would convey, which is that an impaired
company may possibly happen to pay its way equally
well as an unimpaired company and be wound up with-
Yes,

and what more or what better could an unimpared

out loss to shareholders, policyholders or others.
company do ? Nothing. But that is only a speculative,
a very dangerous, go-it-blind venture, not insurance.
Insurance ignores the may be element of the possible or
of the improbable. Lacking the elements of security
It is
therefore to be regretted that the Superintendent by

becomes a delusion.

and permanence, insurance
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his speculative remarks should inculcate or encourage
the idea that simply because the doubtful or the unlikely
may happen, that the safe doctrine which insists upon
arded as

nonimpairment of capital should be re over-

exacting, asking and expecting too much of the com-
panies because it is not necessary, nay, that it is use-
less to keep capital intact, or indeed, on that line of
mere assertion

argument it should not be necessary

to have any capitai at all.  ** Such master such man,
or as some would say it, **such priest such people,”
are old sayings made use of to express and illustrate
the fact or principle that as a rule people not only fol-
low their leaders but actually copy them, for good or
evil, always the evil being more readily copied, thus in-
The

leader in this instance being the Superintendent of In-

volving serious responsibilities on the leaders.

surance, who is properly regarded and looked to as the
priest and master to direct how insurance matters shall
be conducted according to law. It is an exalted, re-
sponsible position, and can be used to protect and pro-
mote the interests committed to his safe-keeping, or be
slighted if not neglected, or worse, be misdirected, just
as the Superintendent may sce fit to msist upon the
the the

lenient, relaxing the law or suggesting that the law is

observance of law by companies or be too

too stringent and need not be too seriously regarded,

as the Superintendent argues — that in fact the law says
more than should be said, and requires more than need
be granted or complied with

Such we regret to state is the legitimate construc-

tion to be put upon the insidious hintings respecting the

Dominion Insurance t and other insurance enact-

ments, by teaching that the capital of an insurance com-
pany may be impaired and still that the company may

fulfil to the letter all its obli

gations as well as if its
But what a
freak doctrine to be preached by an official specially

capital were not impaired. Possibly.

charged with the express duty of administering the

insurance laws as they exist—not to sneer at nor cast

doubts on them. Looseness or leniency of administra-
tion in such case if not a crime is, to say the least, a
very serious mistake on the part of Superintendent.
Many of the companies will eagerly avail themselves of
the mistaken, but well meant, leniency, and will make,
as many of them do make, indemnity insecure through
impairment of capital, induced by careless speculative
underwriting and the mistaken indulgence of govern-

ment supervision, so that through the kind, (?) accom-

modating tendencies of the Superintendent, the policy-
holders’ interests suffer, their indemnity being made
uncertain, doubtful, questionable—insecure.

Will the Superintendent give instances, for there are
such, and a few would suffice to illustrate the applica-
tion of his wild, venturesome assumption that a com-
pany “ may be legally impaired and yet be in a posi-

tion to dispose of its business, etc.” No person will

seriously question the Superintendent’s statement,

founded as it is on possibilities, that a company **may,’

etc.  But is it safe,

is it in accordance with the generally
received doctrine of insurance to let a company become
“legally " impaired, and if so how far should the com-
pany under ** legal " competent supervision be permitted

to go, legally or ille

ally, *impaired” before the insur-
ance department, in the person of its magnanimous
Superintendent, should interfere to stop the company’s
downward course to ruin? Or would that uncertain
point ever be reached before the impairment should
become irrecoverable, the capital exhausted and with it
the security pledged to the policyholders 7 In such
case would the Superintendent be performing his official

And further,

that he knows, and we grant that he must

duty by allowing things to drift that far?

assuming
know, at any rate we think he should know, or have a
fairly appreciable idea of the difficulty of overcoming an

impairment of a fire surance company’s capital, is he,

as a competent, watchful Superintendent supposed to
be guarding and guiding the companies and all their

interests, not overlooking those of the policyholders
living up to his official obligations, as understood, en-

forcing the insurance statutes while officially allowing

the companies in his charge to become /

gally impaired,

ired ?

or in any sense at all imp: Surely not, for is it
not part of his recognized official duty, himself to live
up to the law and see that the companies also do the
same on their part?

The insurance department must have had a hand
and a voice in building the Insurance Act and other
legislation prohibiting or providing against the impair-
ment of capital, and is not the Superintendent bound by
the Act and the obligations of his office, to prevent the
companies from paying dividends while the capital is
impaired 7 Why then sanciion that wasteful practice
to continue and so permit the companies to drift into
insolvency in face of preventive legislation?  And who
then should sustain and if necessary enforce the law if
not a government official, a Superintendent of Insurance
for instance, appointed expressly for the purpose of
protecting the public —particularly the policyholders,

against carelessness, or designed fraud on the part of

the companies ?

But in ‘“such case,” where the company pays its

way and retires from business irrespective of capital,

““there is,” says the superintendant, “ no actual ira-

pairment.”  Well, now, see what it is to be at once a

financial expert and a Superintendent of Insurance !

Heaven help us, what a revelation it is! It bangs
Banagher, more it beats the devil to be officially assured
that you really don't owe anything or any person any-
thing after @// your debts are paid. What a parting of
the clouds it is to be sure,
at that!

what is to be the next officially announced absurdity ?

and by a government official

w, in the name of all that is ridiculous
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MANUFACTURERS AND OTHERS V. FIRE
INSURANCE RATES, ETC.

A rumbling sound of grumblings is heard from
manufacturers and others in this country against what
they term the faithless practices of fire underwriters.

Such grumblings have been heard before on occasions,

from time to time, and were then in part, as in part they

now are, justifiable. In particular instances faith ha

not been kept with the insured, which is regrettable.
But some persons and some classes of business, are
habitual grumblers at insurance rates, insurance usages
and the i Such folk are

But it should not

conditions on insurance policies
hard to stand and harder to please

be overlooked that though the underwriters necessarily

have the fixing of the rates and terms, every person has
the privilegetoaccept or decline the ratesor terms offered
But rates having been fixed, presumably on the merits of
the risks as presented, it is only reasonable that the in-

sured should expect that ** future improvements " in the
risks would be acknowledged and be allowed for in re-
adjusting the rates. This reasonable proposition has
not at times been carried out by underwriters. Instances

have been known where even after acknowledged ** im-

provements,” beneficial changes have been made, the
rates have not only nof been adjusted to meet the **
Of
that was an inexcusable breach of good faith on the

part that the

im-
provements,” but have been raised instead course

of the underwriters and little wonder in-

sured “ kicked,"” got wrathy in fact.

Some such state of things is now in hand among
manufacturers in Canada, as set forth at a recent meet-
i T'oronto branch

of the executive committee of the

of the Manufacturers’ Association,  As published in city

newspapers, it is claimed by the manufacturers,

That an agreement was reached hetween the Fire Underwriters

Association and themselves whereby the rates would he lowered if

improvements in the insured huildings were made, I'he manufac
turers state they have made these improvements, adopting the most

lern fireproof material and installing fire

protection systems at

considerable cost.  They pow say that instewd of the rates having

been lowered, in many instances they have heen raised.
I'he underwriters are represented as admitting that,

“The rates have been raised in some instances where improve
A i

cireles, Canadian business to most companies during the last few

ments have bheen made generally known in fire

insurance
years has been unprofitable.  The present year is one of the hardest
the companies will have had to bear, they state, and as a result they
are enforeing the schedule in a stricter manner
N

the companies in their anxiety to get business, were somewhat lax

than heretofore

y inerease in the rates has been made, they say, but in the past

in the application of their schedule,
to the

As a result, the closer adher

ence schedule now has been considered by many as

an

increase.  There seems to be a desire on the part of the companies

to make a little money for the next year or s0,”

Yes, but is it fair, to say nothing of honorable, to

break a bargain, or well understood arrangement

whereby rates were to be affected by changes for the

bettering of risks. For, if changes for the worse would
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cause an increase of rates, as should be the case, why
not apply the just and agreed-to-rule by reduction of
Or is that
too much like fair play and equity, or is sauce for the

rates for acknowledged *‘improvements.”

goose not sauce for the gander in fire underwriting
affairs ?

The manufacturers are said to be e:
to think
company or companies, no
names are mentioned, would suit their il

the bill ” by granting lower rates than those to be had

rly seeking

relief in their distress and seem that some

American fire insurance

purpose,
from companies in Canada. Perhaps so, and then
again perhaps not. Low rates do not always furnish
insurance.  We would, however,suggest that failing to
find in Canada insurance companies to comply with their
wishes or demands, the manufactures should join hands
and interests by organizing themselves into a mutual
fire insurance company through which they would by
experience, get at once and at the actual cost their in-
surance, and also some practical knowledge of fire in-
surance which would probably be beneficial to them.
The organizing for themselves of mutual fire insurance
companies is the mode of relief usually adopted by
disgruntled classes of policyholders in stock companies.
The results are not always, in fact they seldom are
to the

people, even including manufacturers, always ready to

satisfactory neither, indeed,

organizers, are

be reasonably satisfied, at any rate with their insur-

ance.

A remarkably common source of dissatisfaction

among policyholders is a missapprehension, one which

viewed from the insurance stand point, becomes

absurdly unreasonable, displaying on the part of the
grumblersgross ignorance of the principles of insurance.
Such people regard as an injustice on the part of the
underwriters to make communities cities, towns, busi-
ness concerns, corporate bodies etc., pay premiums, as
could be shown, amounting in the aggregate 1o more
than the actual fire loss of the classified business con-

cerns, the cities, towns, other localities,

the
other term of years.

corporate

bodies etc, as case

But

' may

be, during a decade or

to so localize and restrict

insurance would make successful insurance as a busi-

ness impossible.  Being founded on the doctrine of

average, insurance to exist properly requires an un-
limited area for its operations and unrestricted range of
business - the wider the area and the greater the range
the better.

Therefore to limit and restrict insurance to localities
or classes would be a very unwise proceeding.
gr
to the companies and the insured.

It would
tly increase the hazards and enhance the cost both

Insurance embraces the whole world and all it con-
tains, as the objects or subjects of its beneficent oper-
Yet kind
and another, of rules and regulations, prohibited lists,

ations. limitations and restrictions of one




etc., are insisted upon by underwriters much to their
own prejudice and that of the policyholders,  There-
fore, sound fire insurance doctrine is this, that every-
thing is insurable at proper (adequate) rates and under
suitable contracts.

In the same way people complain of making them,
as they usually put it, contribute or help to pay
losses incurred in other parts of the country or of the
world,  Such utterances in effect express the false doc-
trine that insurance should be localized and that, there-
fore, the more it is limited, narrowed down and hemmed
in the better it will be for the companies and the safer
for the insured. Nothing, however, could be further
from or more opposed to the truth as it is embodied in
the principles upon which insurance is founded.  People
do not realize the grand idea that insurance well and
forcibly illustrates the injunction to bear one another's
burdens, —that insurance cheerfully gives the glad and
the gladdening hand to all, and that its benign influences

are world-wide, making mankind brothers and co-
workers for their common good.

If the localizihg, narrowing-down plan of insurance
which is now far too generally held in public, even
among underwriters, were fully carried out, that each
locality, corporate body and separate class of business
had to pay its own losses, what chaos would result,
what ruin would soon follow !

Whence then would come the payment of losses ?
From what source came the funds to pay the Chicago
losses of years ago, of Quebec, of Boston, of St. John,
of Ottawa, of Jacksonville, etc., ete.? Did  the
premiums paid in the several localities, up to the
spective dates of these conflagrations, suffice to pay
the losses amounting to millions of dollars in each
case ? No, not at all, and it is only trifling with very
serious facts to ask or suggest such questions

The conflagration hazard is now thoughtfully spoken
of by underwriters, and provision is, we understand,
made in the new rates for this class of hazards which
are becoming more common and destructive year by
year, As towns and cities grow and manufacturing
hazards increase with the expansion of trade, new
inventions produce new hazards and add to the old.
The conflagration hazard has always existed to a greater
or less extent, but no special provision was made for it,
Not many years ago conflagrations were few, and far
between, now however, they are more frequent and
generally more destructive. So that in view of these
facts, fire underwriters do well to make provision in the
rates against such visitations, Such precautions, how-
ever regarded, are really made in the interests of the
public.

Then seeing that conflagrations will happen and will,
like volcanic eruptions, cause devastation and ruin, and
that no place, however guarded and protected against
fire, is absolutely free from dreadful conflagrations,
what arrant nonsense it is to talk of localizing, or
cribbing and confining insurance to separate classific:
tions of business, to localities and ¢

amping conditions !
g

It is rank nonsense, and such nonsense it is to talk of
municipal insurance-- each municipality to insure itself,
is nonsense gone mad.  Far better leave insurance to
private enterprise and skill to make it safe to the insured
and remunerative to the insurer,
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THE UNEARNED PREMIUM REINSURANCE
RESERVE OF FIRE COMPANIES
IN CANADA.

As intimated in, Tue Bureeniy of August, we now

return to the consideration of Mr. J. |. Kenny's paper
headed as above, printed in Tue BuLLenis of July. And
we begin by remarking that, in one way and another,
Mr. Kenny's reasons ad those of the Superintendent of

Insurance coincide in a remarkable d

gree on questions
of fire insurance. Among these is this one on the

unearned premium, probably because of the origin and

common object of the ideas.

The Superintendent’s object seems to be to help weak
stock fire insurance companies, those having impaired
capital, to make healthier looking financial statements
than they could now truthfully make or have been
making for yvears past, while at same time indiscreetly

permitting them to pay dividends and bonuses to share-

holders out of capital. I'hus are the companies, in an
underhand manner and by gradual process, withdrawing
the capital from the policyholders and returning it
piecemeal to the shareholders, while still publishing to
the world statements tending to show capital intact.
What deception !

Mr. Kenny has char of two such companies, a

brace of lame ducks, for whose sake he would like to
have the law relaxed, stretched a bit, by making the
unearned rate several points lower than it now is. The
legal rate is 30 per cent. of the premiums, but 3o per
cent. or less would much better suit Mr. Kenny's views
and  wishes This, the lessening of the unearned
premium, is fhe point in Mr. Kenny's paper, and he
makes the most and the best of it by strenuous effort

and urg

:nt argument.  In this he appears to have a 4
willing, sympathetic supporter in the Superintendent.
We would, therefore, suggest that Mr. Kenny and the
Superintendent should put their heads together and agi-
tate the question of reducing the obnoxious rate from 350
per cent. to 3o per cent.,or lower if found to be desirable,

in order to meet Mr. Kenny's views and accommodate

his necessities.

Mr. Kenny is greatly in favor of the British usage, ?
which recognizes no fixed standard respecting the
unearned premium liability, and it is quite evident why
he admires that unrestricted, untrammeled state of
things, and would, probably, like to see it become the l
established usage in Canada. Indeed, it may be with
this object in view that Mr. Kenny has taken a branch
of each of his companies across the Atlantic to Great
Bri

climate than is that of Canada for patients suffering

in—in order to be in a more hospitable insurance

from decline.  And, moreover, it fortunately happens
that G

eat Britain itself is a believer in free trade, and
so affords an excellent asylum to ailing bodies, whether

individual or corporate.  Well, what more could the
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ailing ones desire, than to be let alone and have their
win way of doing things unmolested ?

My

United States in this regard, and vet, if results prove

Kenny is severely down on the us in the

or should pass for anything like a practical, forceful

demonstration of the beneficial effeccts of a system or

usage on the health and prosperity of fire insurance
companies, then surely Mr. Kenny should be one of the
very last to object to the safety system of governmental
supervision existing in the United States For, is it
not made patent to the world of insurance that under
said system, so pointedly objected to by Mr. Kenny as
being too exacting, the branches of both of Mr. Kenny's
companies, the British America and the Western, arc
shown to be remarkably successful business institutions,
which fact the following figures, advertised in insurance
journals of the United States, clearly show

The United States branch of the British America is
shown to have a surplus of $462,378.10, and the West-
ern a surplus of $775,903.30; together these surpluses
amount to $1,238,281.46.

Now,

highly

we submit that each of these showings is

satisfactory, and that, combined, the result is

the Mr

Or supervision,

excellent indeed.  But, that is not result of

Kenny's immediate personal manageme
The results of Mr

Kenny's immediate personal manage-
ment and supervision are shown in the general financial
the British

statements of America and the Western,

taken from the Superintendent’s Report for 19oz, re-
cently published, showing that here in Canada, where the
management has full sway, the British America instead

of a surplus has a deficit of $502,819.97, but, according

to the **Abstract of Statements” issued by the Superin-
the deficit

I'he difference between the figures of the

tendent  last

Syt

spring (March 6, 1903) was

7:109.97.

“ Abstract "

and thosc of the “ Report™ amounts to

$15,030.00, being an increase of deficit -a showing
from bad to worse

And Mr the

Western's deficit, as per “ Abstract of Statements,” was

under Kenny's  watchful guidance
$687,575.79, but per **Report” the deficit is $716,305.79,
being an addition of $28,730.00 to the already alarm-
ingly large deficit

The addition is a long step in the wrong direction.
Together the
$1,219,12;

panies, at

deficits amount to the large sum of

76.  Such is the gross standing of the com-
headquarters, while the surpluses of the
branches in the United States amount to $1,238,281.40!
What could better illustrate or be more conclusively
convincing as to the difference of effective and defective
supervision ?  On the one hand, the showing of large

surpluses, and on the other hand, where are supposed

sient
government supervision, both powers having full control

to be intelligent, expert management, and eff

of the situation, the showings are disappointing, dis-

heartening deficits !

What a forcible exhibit, reflecting
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discredit on the immediate, direct

and

management,
something like disrepute, or worse, on the #ndirect,
negligent supervision in Canada.  ** By their fruits ye
shall know them.”

Is it any wonder Mr. Kenny yearns for a reduction
of the unearned premium rate with a yearning that can

He

needs sympathy and kindly support to uphold him in the

find no sufficient, relieving expression ? wreatly

trving ordeal he is undergoing and the disturbing

I‘I«\N-
pects of a dark, beclouded future I'he ordeal offers

him two phases of harassing contrasts. Here, in
Canada, are seen very serious deficits and still'increas-
ing impairments of the capitals of his companies, while in
their United States branches are shown very handsome
surpluses of assets over liabilities For these foreign
good results Mr. Kenny will probably accept, and may
possibly claim the credit, but it is clearly evident from
the facts that not to the head office management, but
to the effective system of government supervision in
the United States, complained of by Mr. Kenny, is to
be credited the remarkable outcome large surpluses,

while here, at the companies’ own headquarters, we
have what looks like the outcome of incompetent man-
agement combined with listless government supervision.
Both actors are responsible, and should k¢ held account-
able for the depressed, saddening financial condition of
both these old native Canadian institutions.

The situation is indeed a serious one and a delicate,
requiring, and should have, the instant, best efforts of
the directors for its amelioration.

Fundamental changes are needed, and we venture,
suggestively, to ask, Why not amalgamate the com-
panies under one management, or reinsure one or both ?
Britain offers a good field for such transactions, and
both companies are represented on the spot

Something should be done, and done in time, con-
We heartily wish that My

Kenny could work out a surplus for each of his com-

sidering the circumstances.

panies, and that the affairs of the one and the other
were every way what, upon the whole, they are not
satisfactory.
-
INSURANCE COMPANIES’ SUPPORT OF
PERNICIOUS JOURNALS.

The Commercial, Winnipeg, of August 15, reprints

in full our article on the above subject, which appeared

in July BuLLeTIN, and appends the following note :

“Note by The Commercial,—We learn from the Great-West Life
head office here that the letter from the Economist was given to
the Monetary Times with full liberty to publish at the time it was
first received,  That journal, however, saw fit to comment upon

the matter without using the name
hold the back for
Buriemis,”

a time

ireat-West Life did not
as is inferred by THE

therefore tter

We do not think that it could reasonably be inferred
from what we said, that the company had held the letter




back but that it had not taken the necessary steps to
publish all the facts. When the Monetary Times omitted
to mention the name of the journal referred to in its
article, the company apparently allowed the matter to
rest, and took no further steps until recently to remedy
the omission and make its agents and friends acquaint-
ed with all the facts.  The Great-West
v thorough-going manner, and has lost
no prestige or friends thereby.

has now, how-
ever, done so in

While dealing with this subject, we might say that

our attention has been called to an article in a recent

issue of this same Zeonomist, entitled © People in Glass

Houses,” or something to that

attempt was made to show that

ellect,

which an

BULLETIN was in

the same class with the

conomist. A ridiculous canard

which was circulated some time o by the notorious

Mutual Reserve, and the fact that Tue Burienin carries

an advertisement of the Foresters, were put forth as

absolute proof of the ** moral obliquity™ of this journal

No attempt was made, however, to answer or explain

the charges pregented in our article \s to the ** moral

obliquity " of Tue BurrLeny, our readers be the

Certainly the status of this paper is not likely

must
judges.
to be affected either for good or for evil by anything

which appears in the Zeonomist as it is now conducted

-~

PROGRESS OF FIRE PROTECTION.

We have derived much interestin

g and useful infor

mation from a perusal of Mr. Sims’ well written

and instructive paper on the above subject I'he pre

paration of such an essay involves much thought, lubor
and research and is

the

indicative of great enthusiasm on

part of the writer.  Mr. Sims certainly appears to
be

I'he

surance Institute of Toronto, is a pamphlet of 39 pages,

catly interested, even enthusiastic in hi

theme
paper, which was read by Mr. Sims before the In-

illustrated with 14 cuts of ancient and modern fire ap-

pliances, from fire buckets, squirts, ete., to the

most
recent steam engines and appliances for resisting and

Indeed, Mr
field of firg

fighting the fire fiend Sims has exhaust

ively ranged the entire prevention and firg

protection, from the first crude attempts to the most

recent effective efforts made to master the dread el

ment of fire
We regret that the state of our columns will not

admit of further remarks from us on this occasion, but

the subjoined extracts will I'ny

ve readers of BuLLe-

to the purport and merits of Mr
Sims' valuable contribution on

TIN some pointers as
the subject he so ably
handles

Mr. Sims divides the history of fire protection into
three periods as follows

1. From the early dawn of history down to the year 1700 A, D,

say 20 or 30 centuries, there was no substantial pr

appliances at the close of that long

period were practically the same
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s they were at the beginning, and consisted of kets, squirt
hooks, and a few simple hand used implements kept by cach house
holder, and called into use by the party discovering the fire or by
the tolling of the church bell. The water supply was generally
deficient and the distribution deper L upon water-carrier Fher
werea few exceptions during this long period of almost inappreciabile
development, which were in the best days of the civilizations of
Greeee and Rome, in which some feeble efforts were made to provide
organized fire protection, but which were lost in the da a
which followed
2o From 1700 to 1850, 150 years, s the period of the evolution
of the hand engine from a small crade atfair to a y eflicient
michine.  Also during this period there was considerable progre
in the supply and distribution of water by pipes and storage tank
Flexible hose, both suetion and delivery, was inteoduced, m
r Fire Brigades gencrally and efli ranized

m ING0 to the present tim

ogress has been made, wnd ma

new ereations instead of development,  This short
nessed the general introduction waterwork
prmnps, reservoirs, hydrants, steam five engine ol
water-towers, fire hoats and clectr larms, with a host of

s too numerons to classify and | Kedup by Paid Fine
Brigade n duty day and night, the whol juipimer

perfect as the ingenuity of miu well Ty

It ma whked what effect these modern and powerful !
tive applinnces are having in check il contro

f property by fire, Thougl Listies respuect the fire waste

e ‘ ceent date, and in many respect mpl veareal
1 from the reports of Insurance Departments, with some
measure of aceuracy, the ratio of the value of property royed
vear var, to the value of the whole property in the State \
th tatistical reports date back only 25 or 30 years, we cannot
make a cor n of the ratio of the destruct f property now
with what it was 500r 100 years Phough waterworks and the
team fire engine were being introduced about the middle of the
last ntury, they did not come it general e for 10 o car
later that the full benefits arising from modern appliances have

t heen felt for more than the past 25 year It will be surprising
to find that instead of a geadual proportionate reduction in the fire
waste it has increased, as shown by the following statisti ith
ered from Government Insurance Reports covering a period of 22
vears down to the year 1901

UsiTep StaTes o Canapa

ISNOCISOT, 22 vears, Loss 838 to cach ST0000 of property vidue

ISSOCIS8O, 10 “ 5
IS0 1804, 10 LU 1] $
INO7 101, 5 ¢ “ 5 ’
INO7, 1 year, al
1808, | i
I8, | 0l
1000, 1 €3
1901, 1 G0
Notwithstanding the eflficient devices which the inventive m
has supplied, and the harviers that have heen rai
danger of fires, the fire Toss to the whole value of perishable pre
erty has in late years increased, and has reached the e