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of the Great War







The Causes and the Progress
of the Great War.

'\jlll rain of Bismarck produced the German Empire,
b The material out of which he founded and maintain-
ed this fabric was the military caste of
landlords, who lived solely for the

Prussian
profession of arms—they
generally called “ Junkers,”—and the industry and doci-

lll\ of the rest of the German l"lll]lilt'. The mass had to be

welded tnrj,'t'[}nt 'y the pres tige of victory: so he [y"ll._"!l[,

conquered and robbed little Denmark in 1864 : and foucht

and beat Austria in 1866, but did not rob them of land. and

30 did not alienate the German caste which rules thai Km-
pire ; and finally fought and beat and robbed France in 1870
On the strength of these three victorious campaigns, the
German people have ever since been intoxicated with sue-
Ccess, and have convinced themselves that lhr'_\' are invineible
by land, and that any sacrifice of individual liberty is worth
making for the glory and the expansion of the great Ger-

man Empire,

And prosperity followed fast: not so much (as the Ger-
mans believe) from their prowess on the batilefield, and the
advantages which they gained by the constant rattling of
their sabres, and the bullying of their rulers; but chiefly
from the good sense and energy of the industrial classes dur-
ing the long years of peace and commercial development.




[ had a friend once, a Judge of the Supreme Court of
Ceylon, himself a Sinhalese, who said once to me: I mis-
trust my compatriot when I see him in the dock if he is
very strong and burly, because I know my people, and if a
man is powerful, he is prone to abuse his strength.” And
so it is with the leaders of the German people. Because
they were strong they became arrogant with pride, and bul-
lied their weaker neighbours outrageously ; they heaped all
sorts of insults time after time on the French nation, because
they had once beaten them, and reckoned that they could
do it again, Their little neighbours, the Dutch and the Bel-
gians, the Danes and the Swedes, hated them much, but
feared them more. The Italians hastened to ally them-
selves to the Germans because it is better to be bullied than
beaten. Only two nations went on their way without fea

—the English and the Russians.

Bismarck (who was a very wise man) feared Russia, hold-
ing that it could never be effectually conquered and subdued :
and so all through the thirty years when he was building up
the fortunes of Germany, he always took good care to be on
good terms with Russia. But England he both hated and
despised, though he could do the English no hurt. He covet
ed the British Empire, and consulted with his generals as to
how he could strip the haughty islanders of their wealth ;
but though Moltke, the General, could devise fifty ways of
invading England, he could find no way of getting his armies
back—Dbecause Germany had no Navy.

But there arose a new Kaiser in Germany ; the old King,
who had simply followed the lead of his Chancellor, was
gathered to his fathers, and his grandson reigned in his
stead. This talented young man discarded the wise and
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wicked old counsellor, and took the advice of the younger
men about him, who flattered him and fired his ambitions,
until he and the whole nation longed for new conquests
which would make the German Empire the greatest in the
world,—instead of the DBritish Empire. It is hard to be an
absolute monarch, and yet to remain sane. At length the
madness has arrived, and this great and powerful ruler, who
might have done incalculable good, bas challenged the whole

world in arms, and is doing irremediable harm,

[n the programme of world-power on which all Germany
counted, the first conquest was to be that of England, the
first nation to be abased was to be the British. But, so long
as we were all-powerful at sea, the conquest was impossible,
So he resolved to build a great fleet to be as great and in-
vineible as his army, like the King of Spain who, having the
greatest army of his time, built the Invincible Armada to
conquer Queen Elizabeth and her Englishmen.

And this is how the German Kaiser began. On the first
of January, 1900, the Kaiser said: “I shall organize my
Navy, so that it shall stand on the same level as my Army,
and with its help the German Empire shall attain to a place
which it has not yet reached.” That place was occupied by
the British Empire, and it was the Kaiser’s will to displace
the British Empire.

Two events greatly helped him to fire the imagination of
the docile dreamy people over whom he was the absolute
War Lord. There was a wonderful Exhibition at Paris in
1900. 1In the pride of kingship he ordered his merchants
to show at conquered Paris the wealth and splendour of his
nation, and it was a brave show. And in the most pro-
minent place in the great Exhibition he ordered the words




to be ]»;Iill!«'li on a great and ’_flll(l.\' (German lm\'llil»ll: “Our
Future is on the Sea.,” However, it costs much to build an
Armada and the ]wu]va' nesitate to pay the money, But
then came the second event to }(‘-Tl» him to vet his l.--u],l,-
willing to tax themselves in order to build the Armada
which was to conquer England. Some of his enterprising
merchants were occupied in selling arms to the Boer Repub-
lic in South Afiica with whom we were then settling an old
standine difference which had to be fought out before we
'

could settle down as friends. His merchants carried arms in

]i.f!] -cases and one of the German '-l;il was >XHHW¢I and
searched for contraband of wa 'his was enough. He

could not, he said, declare war and avenge the insult to the
lm;‘“l!. German Nation, because whatever might be the out-
come of the war in South Africa—the German merchants
would be driven off the seas and his armies could not get to
close quarters with these Englishmen, because they had no
great fleet, So his courtiers started a Navy League and
told in every hamlet that Germany could never be great un-
t1l the 1‘!14-' of the British was humbled.

Then all his ]wv}rl~ oave Lo their War Lord of then pos-

essions and increased their taxes five fold (between 1872
and 1909), and al rrowed the enormous sum of $1,256
000,000 to be spent in great armaments by land and sea, and
in preparation for the great Wai And thus the business of
building the Armada began, until it is now only second to
that of Great Dritan So the officers of the German Navy

drank every evening in every wardroom to “The Day ” when
they might challenge Great Britain for the supremacy of
the sea.  The day was not to come until 1915 or 1916, until
after the Kiel Canal had been x{«‘n‘]n‘liv‘il ind the new fleet

was large enough to cover the invasion of England.




Now the wily old Bismarck had always kept feier

| ( W
‘ Russia, tl ni nation on the Kast, who are mainly of slav
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This was a great trouble to the Generals around the

Kaiser, because they had been the officers who led the
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\ustria (who had been preparing for war for months past)
both declired war on Russia and on France as well,

[t was
known that France and

Russia were bound by treaty each

to support the other in case a war of aggression was forced

on either of these nations. Therefore, the German E nperol
we the order to invade France before the French should
have time to get ready for war, and, becavse the French
fortre on the German frontier were strong and p pared
! iefence, the German irmies were ordered to invade the
\ Deloinm, so that the German V 1 N 1
pour into Franee along an unprotected frontie

l 1N« the ern | moment. Germany was confident
1 i1l Ly 1 L1 l\i 1 ( uald Cl hl I 1 ‘Hul
Ik il S 1 il seeretly prepared her arran lat
1 : ald ready on the very day of tl \ra
t ‘ | 1 hrouch Beleium, d coun-
ry, sack a { towns, butcher the population and
Lel jection within one month and
then n Ik 1 and smash her armie m as Irance

Wi S ne with \nd sl trusted that England, the P
loving and the unready, would tempori nd then not strike
until too late. \nd even if l':‘.,ftlfl“ lid intervene her land
forces wie insion unt, the men of Encland were untrained
the Colonies, even if willing, would be too late to be of any

value. [If Encland could be

cajoled into not fichting at all
she could be conquered later: if England did

1d agree to hght
that could be used us an

excuse fol ]}l“ conquest ol .!

ju
British Empire, once France had been humbled and the Rus-

sian armies had been defeated. And here is where the Ger-
man Emperor and his arrogant generals, and hi

s pettifogging
lying diplomats, made their cardinal blunder,
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land was prepared to ficht for the observance

treaties, for the freedom of Belgium, for right ag:

They chose their own time, before France | ud brongl
into force her new law of three years’ military training (in
stead of two), and before she could }vlw\; le new }w.n\_\ i
lery to meet the siege artillery which Krupp had prepared
v“"',\ chose their time, when Ilussia ud lost 1 N vy i ’
| not recovered from the di rous war in Mar
They « e their time when England appeared to ,
cult with Ireland, where a « war appeal ;
bo es having received tl wei) f) (rerman

It oned that France would a o for \

| I her fair land n ! 'hey
1 tl R 1, being u Ipreg 1
1 | wna N " | | {
I' 1 VI1cit LHew | ‘~. | i
| reckoned that Ttaly would \ 'Y
ti Franc | |
I'hey kot that Turkey wi | ] [ 1
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l”".l,‘,:'} benefit to be o n m the rui |
trade And i?ny\' recikont 11, 1 their 1 2
war organization would trinmph at every ¢ (

Here is where these little 1S reckoned wron
France was pre }:11'-11 to fivhi r her existend Beleium .
was prepared to fight for her in lependen Russia wa
prepared to fight for her fellow-countrymen in Serbia. Eng

of solemn

vinst might



for her own honour, Ireland was prepared to sink her dif-
ferences_for the maintenance of the Emypire ; the Dominions
Uverseas were prepare 1 to do all I}n‘.\' could to }n']}n; India
was prepared to give her fichting men and her resources for
untry which had treated her so well and so justly.

\merica was prepared to denounce the atte mpt of might to

I( e vt
much for her enemie And as to tho whom ghe
pected t Ip the conquest of the world by Prussia :(—
[taly was not prepared to fight against England, her greatest
factor ; the Mobhammadans of India and Keypt declined
rebel against our Liece Lord, the King-Emperor. The
‘urks realized that Heht acainst Eneland and Russia
it utter ruin. So the edifice of hate and cunning
rumbled 1n the dust.  Great Britain, Russia, France, Bel-
sium and Servia are banded against the would-be )PPressor.
[reland and the Dominion including the Union of South
\h t Indian Empire, t (‘olon Il declared their
yalty [t 1 if very little would ea [taly, Rou-
mania, Bulzaria and Greece to join in the league against
ppression.  America has with one voice declared that Eng-
land 1s in the richt and ‘;vl::uh.\' 1s in the wrong, vly‘llm’_\'
is wise enough to remain quiet Egypt, Algeria, Tunis and
Morocco show no signs of hostility ['he whole edifice of

the diplomatists tumbles down like & pack of eards, and the

country which has pushed over the cards is Great Britain,
the country which the Prussian officers sneer at as the land
of >!~u]vl(~'t'}wl\ and ]mlll:mll\',

But, mark it well, it is the championing of justice and the

protection of the weak and the HH»I"\\M{ —in her old-fashion-
ed way—by Great Britain which has secured the isolation
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of (;1‘lllmll_\' and will, in the end, humble the ]I!Mw of her
over-bearing soldiery The Germans kunow it well, in theil
inmost hearts. I have read nothing more pathetic in its
tragedy than the hysterical outburst of the German Chan-
cellor when the firm attitude of Great Britain was communi
cated to him by our Ambassador. The story of the interview
1s recorded by our Ambassador and is published ; it tells how
the Chancellor incoherantly stormed for an hour in bis un-
controllable rage He knew that he L mere n-lv‘rui‘\' n
Prussian eyes—had been raised to he the puppet-Chancellon
of the German Empire merely because he could talk English
like an Enclishman, and was expected to fool the Euglish

public with fair words while the engine of destruction was

getting up steam. The calm, the natural, the npright atti-
tude of Encland—which he had not the true knowledge t
toresee was, he well knew, his death-warrant as a states
man, and the black seal of infamy would be branded on his
name by posterity when the calm history of the events is
written

As to the conduet in this affair of I}]”*t'\\!k‘v‘_‘-\WHl(;l\‘if

Britain and who guide the policy of the British Empire, 1
cannot do better than quote the judgment of Mr. Theodors
Roosevelt, who represents in these words the feeling of the
great Republic, and who has himself been in former times
the intimate associate of the German l'ilu]wlnl. He says:
As for England ¢ when once Belginm was invaded, every
“circumstance of national honour and interest forced Eng-
“land to acy precisesly as she did act. She could not hold

“up her head among the Nations had she acted otherwise.’

This passage is very near the summing up of history when
these stirring events can be reviewed with freedom from
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prejudice,  Of Mr. Roosevelt—there is his portrait on the
wall given 1n recognition of Grenfell’s cood work for man-
kind—all the world agrees in admiration of his manliness

[ would he were an Englishman

And so the War becan [ts ontstandine feature 1s L proof

that the Germans had much reason fort

ind its organization ['heir troops—after trifling setback
before Lieve rom the gallant Beluians wept through Bel-

gium from end to end and passed like a mountain torrent
through the north of France even to the uates of Paris
Nothing could stay their determined onslaught Fortitied
] levastated and taken, the armies of DBeloium

places were devastated
and France were driven back ; the only check was t

derfully plucky stand made by our little Army of England

which held in check hn Clidies, many  time r number
without being erushed or demoralized, though they lost 20
per cent. of their numbers ['he account is marvellousiy t
the credit of the stubborn I‘_‘:‘.IIH,‘ q 1alitie f the Dritish
Although envel }ui on both flanks by five German Army
corps and fiercely attacked in front, they held the enemy
back all thiough a week of tl 1 | 1t fighting 1

a retreat before superior number ;
Aucust 25rd, then at Valenciennes on the 24th, then at

the 25tl (It was at

("HH‘!'I‘»i l,"( ilean n!l‘! I.H!lif"‘i"\HH

Landrecies where Geoffrey Feilding 1n command ol

talion of the Guards greatly distinguished himself), then at
at Peronne and Guise on the 26th, at later at Compiegne
on the 28th.

At I"II__‘HI. the word went out that the French and DBritish
would stand and give battle on the line of the River Marne

extending from Paris on the westward nearly to Toul on the




But

l"l\

they failed to win throuch. Not only thatl they were !
themselves attacked on their western tlank and compelled to
vield cround ; and at last, after "ff\'i\l‘ Il September 6th "‘5
to Septem! I4th they retreated some t vy miles and en
ren ] lve tl | of the n ! i'\\l were
t) ¢ [arne. the
] ] ‘ 1 ind 1t 18 a
} ur . “l
M | | ‘ British
1 ! 1
| \. 1 \\'E"
I ‘ ! \ » point
! 1 t! (r W1 :}1"
{ 11 Craonnt
n Ly | Vil ) I oth
l 1 [ e 10N avo namea ] it on the
: A1 W wt1on ol
1 \ (ol | i | L 1 0 \11 )
| | L 1 1 | N 4 h
| l { \ campaign in 1814) WLt tivation ol
| ) wil found and that the defea nany will

lefeated, b ¢ line of battle 18 now formed in Russian
Poland, on tl ine of the Vistula I'l nited forces of
Germany and Austria may capture Warsaw, but I am sure

that they cannot win a decisive battle this year, and [ think

that they may be disastrously defeated



But the aspect of the battle has greatly changed during
these twenty days. The German line on September 1Sth,
from west to east, lay from Noyon on the Oise, throngh So1s-
sons. Craonne, Rheims, Sernon, Varennes, Montfaucon, to the

River Meuse. On their right they have been pushed back,

wind on their left they have gained ground ; but the prineipal
feature has heen tl tempt of the Allies acain t¢ turn their
westorn flank t. the rench pushed up to Roye Ham
1 the (zermar faced them re lutely on this

{ [ re xtended r i rther
. Germans h fir { L ane r north a

On | t 10 1n west

‘ ‘ y b right

) ha o - I A r eighty

1 101 1

AUt ) may 1 hat the Germans hold on to

t | nnectit ' \is1 1d the

B h 1 | Meu for ‘ v those

waterways that the Germans can transport all their heavy

“‘I*;“" of md ammunition, on big barges of 600 tons
each, the whole way from Germany.

On the he course of the war has been as satisfactory

18 we had expected., German mmerce has been driven oll

the sea [he high sea fleets arve lying under the shelter of

their land fortifications where they are safe from attack, for

the presel { If the fleet come out to fight, I believe I}l"y
will be destroyed. If they are kept in port, they will
ultimately be taken or sunk by a combined movement by
land and sea. Meanwhile, many small fast cruisers had

been stationed in all the seas ready for the pre-concerted




of them have achieved some success in sinking unarmed

gsignal for war to commence on August 4th, and some few q

merchantmen, The skill and forethought shown in the sup-

plies of fuel and ammunition have alike been admirable ; ‘1
and their system of wireless information has boen really
good.  We have lost a few ships through the attacks of thei
well-designed submarine ships: it 18 not generally known
here that these submarine ships have a displace t of SO0
tons, with enuines \] vble of 1900 horse power, a radius ol
action of 2,0 miles, and a speed of 17 kn
face and 12 knot when submerged. I'hen I
tubes can | nen an explosive engind [ i dla rly
20 1mehe I'he M‘H‘]}rl‘.» nt ol men 1 pieked men and
lll!“ Lrained, I'herr other mterest il ea alt VvV dl
red v‘i' ( Lreerin \ S 1 A
to neutral ports, whence th CATUo L fely veyved
to Gzermany,

I have ¢iven Crerman 1
ganizal n and Pl 11 | ne huill orn
ol olhicel ind the diseipin Ol 1 m |
[ hardly dare to let mysel* speak of tl ViU
brutality and their disregard for all fi 1iws of | \

They rob and they plunder the houses in tow ind il
I-!;l"‘*. Iu‘y],.}. the otticers cannot wholly "'w;}‘ that, though i
[ remember a fine answer which the British officer in comn
mand sent to the Frenchmen when they wished to surrendel

in St. John’s,  They asked thav their private property should
be respe ted., The answer was His Britannick M 1jesty s

troops never pillage.”—(Prowse’s History, page 414).

They destroy property wantonly They levy huge re-

quisitions on undefended towns and hamlets. (They actu-
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ally have demanded $140,000,000 in towns in Belgium alone,
besides foodstufts). They detain the leading people in each
place as hostages (the Bishop of Liege is still, I believe, a
prisoner). '|.M~“\' take the hostages out and shoot them 1if
any drunken lier is molested. They mutilate non-com-
batants, very many instances having been conclusively prov-
ed }'.\ the formal enquiries Ol HMv[w‘Hvir nt persons ol posl-
tion. They have permitted (and do not punish) murder of
young and old Id men, women and children, out of utter
wantonness or cruelty [f any one such case were known

in the Dritish Army, the offender would be shot by court

martial, or ( he civil courts and hanced I'hey
(1t 10y e U 1 Hon 1¢1] LIeSt | town
whicl ive bee 1e8) ed for hundreds of V oevery
army in the world, and by even the most say riaces
'bey burn to tl I whol wns and village

the Kaiser sanction such horrors '|i.-‘\ frankly lv‘ri\
We intend to render i1t impossible for any of the races
whom we conquer to rise up against us.  An) who resist
we kill.  Any who dare to be against us we destroy Wi
mean to cause such terror that we hall have no more

trouble in holding them under for ever

Hence Louvain: hence Rhelns You would say .\;!n'[.\
these crimes are unknown to the Emperor. If he knew, he
would stop it. But he does know, and does not stop it
Here arve his words, It is difficult what to say when we
read the words of the Kuiser who, after the lll[‘llll‘\' of Lou-
vain, wrote: ,\l.\ heart bleeds that such measures should
¢ 11 " . " 5 s .

“ have been unavoidable, and at the thought of innumerable

¢ persons who have lost their homes and their property ‘ as



jians”  Pecksniff is for ever dethroned from his eminence

[

L Lype ol metimonions ?:\[w rite, in favour of this Im-

W hat ”.-!1 1s to be A},‘ outcome f this H‘ri i mur-
1 rract nof all law human and divine [s there
be no end to this bloody reign of terro Are we really

conquered by these inhuman brute Can we possibly

1 Ul \ 1 nd de 1 h b 1 DI )

W\ 1 | 1 1 ! N 1 cin wrong
| K \ v | ( ) W 1‘\

D he . he peopl my whole
| Pl it Home and Oven | \ LW mind
1 purj Lo ( | ! v an unpralleled as

t upon the « 1 y ol \ L n and ¢ peace ol
mankind

['he calamitous conflict is not of my seeking. my voice
! en Lt 4 " [ pea My m
L irnestly l Vi 0 Llay LIS Ol wnd )

!}“ Literen W “ | 1 1y i ‘ 1 not con
cerned H\ | ISHle .\\' n. 1 de nee ol " Z_‘-'.Iu
which my Kinedor Vil v party, the 1l of B 11 was
\}HIHH] and her civies Luad de late when the very life of
the French nation was threatened with extinetion, I should
have sacrificed my honour, and given to destruction the

liberties of my Empire and of mankind [ 1ejoice that

“every part of my Empire 1s with me in this decision,

Paramount regard for treaty faith, and !?.l')x'l»«:;lwl\\.m]
of rulers and peoples, is the common heritage of Great
Britain and of the Empire,

My people in the self-governing Dominions have shown

"mp\t»lwl all doubt that HH‘.\' whole lnnnllw”.\' endorse the

“ grave decision which it was necessary to take.”
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i These are noble words: and what is more, in uttering them
His Majesty has given voice to the sentiments of all his

1 { i) rs, than the frankness with w h they
have spoken and written of then intention to conquer t
\\n]:l I &l ;ivi give yvyou [‘;.:‘ ind Ol I" wes [rom the

writines of General von Bernhardi, or Professor Treischke,

or the ex-Chancellor von Buelow; or from the sj hes,

from the I:m}n‘lw downwards Most of them hold that

. o X ¥
Great Britain should be conquered first; others want to re-
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conquer France, and absorb Belgium and Holland, and the
northern parts of France, and to take over the Dutch col-
onies, as a preliminary step; most of them say that Russia
can wait until the rest have been dispose d of M mny frank-

ly announce the ab orption of Denmark and Sweden ; all of

them deelare that the Danube, as well as th Rhine, must be
in German ha ! I'C mouth, All r the Medi
ter n to eir al ! he elear nder |
D, P — e also the greatest Mohammedan
o I, il O Do { \ \l | DIAY

\ nd (oand a |y | | y (
: . fon I'} cl 1 that (s manyv ha 1X

elght million r they hay ‘ | wre ltaly which
Vil 11 \ ment I'm \ 11 A can Lhis
ey 1 1 I h at thre nillion ; but

lw"m:i 1 of havinu | 1 Lhem once, they ’l\(?\t‘.\'tlll
1L themn ‘,'i.'\ althoueh they admit t iem to be their most
formidable opponents.  They reckon Russia as able to bring
only two million into the field, arguing (I think wrongly)
that wost of the Russian forees are needed ton tintain order

in Stberia and Mancehuria, in Turkestan ind the Cauncasus

and to hold down the Socialists in the towns and the Finns

11 |W'.‘|'~1 H!'[ ‘:'\“ |'Hl"\ 111 I'<“'\| \!"vl»\"l,l},r\’ml“-
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sidered them ill equipped and fichting without heart. They
have made no greater mistake than under-estimating the

power of Russia,

They analyze the forces of the Dritish Empire with the
1o lence and contempt, alm 18 0] y as they
licht tl wers of the United Sta & rdi places
the British Army as far below, in val that
f even Turl ['he Th | Kin (Cxe \ n Bern

rdi tl ) can place in v I Kuro
pean war 130,000 tran d 1 ‘ n then
' ve for pay ' ! niry |
1 ‘ of tl , ( 1 ['hese

| 1 } | . 111e8

ly 1 ftorm | y can Hiple 1y
11 1! " \ | roj Will
(paue 1))

He refers to the Territorials Reserves and L very

Ul number for coast defenc Months 1 t certainly
elay ¢ portions ol Ul Army can I't hen the

recular field Army

| Fa 5 0r’s advisers have made a very big mistake
We have already £00.000 picked men in the tichting line.
We hay lready 40,000 fighti wen, of tl { landed
11 :i\!“ rom {l\wii ’[‘A"‘-‘\ Liere wre o2, v ',tlulwi ill
Envland from Canada: I had no hesitation in saying—when
| PoOKe the 1C ion of the formation our Patriotie
Association—that the orviginal offer of 20,000 really meant

:.’”"'”'”‘ \w "lrl L l!,‘i N e // ‘lf‘[ L1 V U( rvl Y‘Hl‘

nen and that will mean 100,000 in the tighting line

50.000 1
before next sunnmer is over. There will also be all the

regular troops from South \frica and many thousands more
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of British and Boers from that glorious land, the cream of
their figchting race.  We too in Newfoundland will tind that

all the young men of manhood will go forward; not merely

enemies shall be the conqguerors, 1s torn up ai destroved tor
ever. When the German Foreign Secretary w ked
were really going to infringe the neutrali
sald : “ You are not going to war for that nge to war for
a serap of paper A great Power that treats scraps of

1

paper like that 1s not hillul\rl_\' to be >l'l.tl'}»wl herself. The

P 2
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German Chancellor, when he vindicated this policy in Parlia-
ment said : * We knew we were doing wrong in invading the
neutrality of Belgium, but we were compelled to do wiong.
A nation that begins a great war by declaring that its foun-
dation is wrong, and that it is obliged to do wrong, is likely
to fare badly if there be a God in Heaven.

Then we are not merely fighting for Belgium, France
and the sanctity of public law, but we are also fighting for
ourselves  We do not fight to gain any advantage for onr-
selves  We do not fight to gain an acre of territory. We
only fight to secure our liberties against an oppression which
would be intolerable

‘1 know that we have seen wars in our time in which the
loss of a province or two ended the war That will not be
so.  You may lose territory and you may lose money, but
what 18 certain is this, that if you are beaten to your knees,
if you are compelled to submit, you will lose infinitely more
than province or money Make no mistake this is a fight
to a fimsh,  If we go under now we go under for ever. I do
not ask you to suggest to yourselves that you will go under
for a moment  But if you are not going under every man
who is capable of defending hlwnmm\ is bound to step into
the breach.

“Just think, try and imagine what it would be if we were
beaten. I do not suppose we should be annexed as a pro-
vince, That is unthinkable, To see foreign uniforms, foreign
l"‘ ice, foreign laws, foreign tax-gatherers in our country
that 1 discard as a rw]nl(-l\' imln;«il le. But there is another
very i :}'lu‘ul]v contingency which might happen, which
would lLappen if we were defeated which is that we would
be reduced at once to an inferior power, living at the good-
will of our superior Lord, living on sufferance, our Army
limited, our Navy lnm[ui our Empire cut up and divided
amony the P llllll{i'll g — lun]l]nn 80 (HJ: et that we cannot
vealiz: it [f we were to sink to be a third-rate power in
the position that I have deseribed, I, for one, would from my
heart and soul rather that all our people as they now exist




were to pass into exile and into death and leave cur Island
vacant for some superior race.

“I can end, at any rate, in a more cheerful vein. M:ke
no mistake about it, we shall win, We are fighting with our
back to the wall to prevent a shame and defeat such as
England has never sustained and is not now prepared to en-
dure. We are going to win because a Nation and an Emn-
pire like ours cannot be extinguished by any such warfare
as this, We are going to win because we have our people
united as l}H'}‘ never have been }w'llul‘«'v We are ‘_fwin;;‘ to
win because our Dominions and Empires outside these
Islands vie with each other in generous emulation as to
which shall give us most support in supplies and money and
men. Above all, we are going to win because we have a
high, a pure, and a just cause, and we can appeal with
humble but, I think, earnest confidence to Him who in the
words of l!x" ]unmlitlll H]li }Lllllll}ll‘i\'l‘ we l('t’<‘;_{lli,"<' as I}n-

““God of Bethel by Whose hand
Our people still are led.’




