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till! endeavour of tlio Committee, appointed to 

superintend the publication of this report, to issue a full and 
faithful account of all the proceeding^of the late Convention,

"ü o:i1 rîWîttito1' ’h'fhl ')^ it i s.; d d
Mr. S. Hutchinson, of Montreal, lias boon the reporter, and 

has faithfully performed his task.

The printing is from the press of Messrs. Dudley A Ilurns, 

Tor°"tfl.TMO ;;,r-,.11 VI t. i. I:•! 11 Ml) HV. fi 'll'

Tho price per copy is 22 cents, mailed to any part of Canada, 
or 20 cents when not mailed. Orders, with the money, should 

‘forWlj'SWt ,ttdf!l'60*!d,,tt> ‘«F* <Mk«l SWerolary, box
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1NTK0DU ÛTORY ADD HESS.

I„ publishing this Report, the desire is to mqkc known ns widely 
„„ possible, the proceedings,of one of the most interesting and profitable 

meetings ever held in Canada.
The Report will commend itsçlf to those who heard and saw for 

themselves. In its eempletenes, it will repStt to them the enjoyment 
they had at the time, and serve to engrave on their minds, more dee] y, 
the valuable lessons they received. But besides those who at
tended the Belleville Convention there are many thousands of teachers . 
in Ontario and Quebec, into whose hands wo hope it may come. Wo 
beg of, those who receive it, that they will see to it, as far ns| they CJn 
that not a Sunday School is without a copy-hy tins means the benefits 

^Convention mny bo extended, and its objects gained.
Each previous Convention has hod its own peculiar excellencies ; 

each has, at the time, appeared the best, and each succeeding one has 
afforded new and valuable lessons. Belleville, though much the len t 
„f the places in which our Provincial Conventions have been held 
, est generously afforded ample and hearty accommodation and 
°,? . (n „u Wh0 came. All denominations opened their

lionsœ Trccolve the delegates and made them feel welcome, The 

all that could bo desired—beyond the improve- 
A largo room was

!
;

of th

local arrangements were
ments introduced in Toronto and St. Catharines, 
appropriated for a “Sunday School Exchange,’ where books, papers 
lpa and Sabbath School material were exposed for sale or exhibited 
as samples A printed'Directory affording the names of delegates and 

P ith their temporary residence in Belleville, was distributed 
gratuitously Within the doors of the church a box was placed for 
receiving questions in writing on matters of interest connected with 

- Sabbath School work and management.
This question box was a permanency, until opened to receive the

visitors, w 1

:



INTRODUCTORY ADDRKsS.

solutions of Mr. W. Reynolds. A now. feature in the exercises was 
division of the Convention into sections—thus, Superintendents, Bible 
Class Teachers, Intermediate Class Teachers, and Teachers of Infant 
Classes met separately—each of those assembled under the conduct of 
suitable-haulers for the special consideration of their several departments 
of Sabbath School labour. Besides the noble structure in which the 
Conventi)>ii (»isl‘Mled,YltbiC;)hii(ld djKefll^Miiy>3t. Andrews,
and the Congregational Churches were liberally granted to receive 
thcnifl The proceedings of each Rürtion \yere reported by the Secretary

locality; 
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m a-failure, and tlion I'esohl,!'that henceforth he would work for 

Christ—who went home and told others what he had seen anil hoard, 
d stimulated thirty or forty to work With him. bund, .none who 
mal of this man’s success in H County,Convent,on of over .>00 

delegates and the remark:,hie revival of religion that followed, in 
which ImndroUjWrc brought to the saving knowledge el the Lord 
le,us Christ, will remain inactivc-or that the comparison Mr. 
Reynolds drew between the other man of 8100,000 and the poor 

who died not worth a cent, could have been h*tm* to 
present resolving to do more than they had ever yet
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admirable addressWe cannot too highly commend Mr. Reynolds
s of this address have be.cn published, in

V-xlra copi< „
tract form, and can be bad at twenty-live cents a dozen cop.c,-also 6f 

the Questions and Answers at thirty cents per dozen.
The approbation of the proposal vigorously to push forward the 

ibundunt when the appeal for funds 
At the time of compiling this
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viii INTRODUCTORY REMARKS.

influence, to give their personal aid. Let every county and township 
awake. Let each one help his fellow teacher to convene and form 
Associations. The Executive Committee if applied to, will afford all 
the help in their power With all willingness of mind and purpose 
of heart, let prayer continually ascend, that the Lord Himself will he 
with Ilis servants to prosper them.

It is requested that timely notice of Conventions to be held, may 
he forwarded to the General Secretary, so that deputations may be 
sent to attend and aid in them.

On behalf of the Sabbatli School Association of Canada.

WILLIAM MILLARD,

(icurral Secretary.
Toronto, Nov. 17, ISfiO.
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nay be |iïtb |robindaI Sabbalb School |0nUcn«on,

ONTARIO AND QUEBEC.11,

’,mi.
FIRST DAY—AFTERNOON SESSION.

Sixth Provincial Sabbath School Convention for Ontario 
Tuesday, 12th October, 1069, inThe

and Quebec opened at 3 p 
the Bridge Street Wesleyan Church, Belleville. Between two 
and throe hundred delegates from all parts of Ontario and the 
Province of Quebec were present, besides a number of spectators. 
On the wall over the pulpit was the motto in largo letters 

Fecli my Lambs ” ; and in front of the side galleries, “ The 
Children for Jesus,” and “ Jesus for the Children.

Mr. D. W. Bbadle, President of the Association, took the 
chair, and opened the Convention by giving out the well known

hymn
<| And arc we vet alive 
And see each other’s face."

The singing was conducted by Mr. Philip Phillips, of Now York 
Rev, 0. E. Sanderson, pastor of the church, read a portion ot 
scripture from the 3rd chapter of 2nd Timothy, and Bov. Mr. 
Smith, pastor of St. Andrew's Church, Belleville, led m prayer. 

The President then nominated the following

;

COMMITTEE ON NOMINATIONS.

J. G. Hodgins, Esrp, Toronto ; W. Craig, Esq Port Hope , 
W. P. Lacey, Kingston ; W. Johnson, Esq, Bollev,lie; f_ J. Me- 
Calla, St. Catharines ; J. M. Denton, Esq., London , F. E. Drat- 

Esn., Montreal ; Goo. A. Young, Esq., Hamilton ;
and Rev. F. H. Marling, Toronto.

Rev. J. B.

Mull an, Spencervillc

Jr-iv.;,
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This Committee retired to the basement of the church to 
prepare a report. During their absence the Convention 
engaged in devotional exorcises.

Dev. G. It. Sanderson addressed a few words of exhortation 
to the Convention, pointing out the importance of the work in 
which .the Association was engaged, and the influence it would 
have upon the future of the country. It was therefore highly 
important that they should earnestly invoke the Divine blessing 
upon their efforts, ami pray that in every step of their proceed
ings God would bo their guide.

After the lapse of half an hour, spent in devotional exercises, 
the Committee on Nominations reported a list of office-bearers 
for the present year. The following is the list with two or three 
names added by the Convention :

Co i

\

Pn

1

lei
g:i

PRESIDENT

IIon. B1LLA FLINT, Belleville.

VICE-PRESIDENTS
to

D. W. Bkadle, St. Catharines, 
J. O. ÜOD6IN8, Esq , Toronto. 
Dr. Mair, Kingston,
Dr. Holden, Belleville,
Rev. G. Bell, Clifton,
R. I. Walker, Esq,, Toronto, 
Rev. J. Dempsey, 1‘ort Hope,

Principal Carman, Belleville, 
Rev. E. Enns, Ottawa,
11. A. Nelson, Esq., Montreal, 
lluv. S. Jones, Belleville,
Rev. A. Sutherland, Toronto, 
Rev. F. II, Marli.no, Toronto, 
Rev. Dr. O’Meara, Port Hope.

)'c

w 1
t-li
th
to,
th

Tlgeneral secretary :
Rev. WILLIAM MILLARD, Toronto. h

di
treasurer1

Hon. JOHN McMURRICH, Toronto. do
di

MINUTE SECRETARIES :

Rev. W. ROWE, Toronto. | Rev. W. HALL, Prescott. 
J. H. ROPER, Esq., Cobouro.

!>>

th
tli
hiBUSINESS COMMITTEE

D. McLean, Esq., Toronto,
J. G. Hodoins, Esq., Toronto.
G. A. Young, Esq., Hamilton.
W. J. MoCalla, Esq .,St Catharines

And the Delegates from the United States.

W. Johnson, Esq., Belleville.
F. E. Grafton, Esq., Montreal. 
Rev. Joel Briggs, Georgetown. 
Rev. VV. Millard, Toronto.

ti(t

th

th

|v.. , . - \ A
‘Attifai
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li to The Committee on Resolutions to bo named by the Business 
Committee.

On motion, these nominations were confirmed.
After a song by Mr. Phillips, Mr. P. W. Beadle, the retiring 

President, delivered a brief address before leaving the chair.

rhly
sing

\

TUB RETIRING PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS.

Christian Friends:—! will not detain you with any 
length v remarks. 1 feel I can congratulate vou that wo are 
gathered together again, that our lives have been spared, that 

have been permitted to meet under such pleasing auspices, 
in such a commodious edifice,"and that wo hav| been greeted 
as I am sure you all have been, as 1 have been—with the kindest, 
cordial, Christian welcome. (Cheers.) What wo have been doing 
since our last Convention, our Secretary will morç,fully unfold 
to you in his report, But one thing has transpired during the 
year which we may not touch upon, but which is a matter of 
mutual congratulation to-day ; I refer to the fact that a question 
which was debated by the last Convention, and which has 
elicited considerable difference of opinion has been fl believe by 
the action of Christian friends who have organized themselves 
together as a separate body) removed from this Convention, and 
that we arc now permitted to devote our entire energies to the „ 
appropriate work of the Provincial Sabbath School Association. 
The question I allude to is that which refers to the sending out 
by this Association missionaries to organize Sabbath Schools in 
different parts of Ontario and Quebec. This was a work which 

all agreed should be done, but whether or not it should be 
done by this Association was a question on which there was a 

Now that that work has been taken up 
it out.

difference of opinion
by another body, those who wish to aid in carrying 
through that body can do so, and those who have other channels 
through which they wish to aid this work can do so through 
those channels. Allow mo now to state that at this stage of our 
history wo ought, as an Association, to do something more than 
we have been doing to promote county and township organiza
tions throughout our provinces, (hear, hear). 1 feel that it is 
very desirable that every county should have its Convention, 
that there should bo in each county an organization, affiliated 
with this Association, and forming ns it were a part of it, in order 
that what \^e agree upon hero in Convention may be carried out

,1.

'

M
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(plly throughout tho length and breadth of the land 
believe that those Conventions are a great assistance to us who 
are engaged in the work. Wo learn here of others’ successes 
and failures, their trials and triumphs, and wo get a deeper 
interest in the work, and so jin rate stronger, more energetic, 
more determined to work for tho Master. If such Conventions 
could be held in.each of our counties, I am convinced wo should

throughout our provinces*a glorious work would bo carried on. 
J would suggest then that it is quite within the province of this 
Convention to request the Executive Committee of this Associa
tion -to take steps to organize these county and township 
Conventions—to engage a proper person or persons who may, 
under the direction of the Committee, go out into tho counties 
where their assistance is desired, and establish those organiza
tions. In that case of course it will devolve upon us a Conven
tion to provide tho funds to meet the expenses that will bo 
necessarily incurred in this work. And now, my friends, allow 

to say that while we are together here for a few days wo 
may hope by our mutual counsels to become strengthened for 
the wont that is before us. I feci highly gratified at tho pro
gramme laid down for us by the Executive Committee, according 
to which we begun our work with prayer. 1 have been greatly 
pleased this afternoon in listening to the voices that have been 
raised in supplications to Cod lor His blessing upon this Con
vention and upon its work. I fool that prayer is our right arm, 
that if wo would attain toy measure of success as individual 
Christiana, or ns Sabbath School laborers, striving for the con* 

of our scholars, tho beginning and foundation of it all is 
ipplication to tho throne of grace, in looking to Almighty 
for wisdom to direct us, to tho Holy Spirit to bring home to

I

the Provincial Conventions a larger delegation, and
Si

oi
ol
tl

k

G

U
b

P
h

(
version 
Cod'

the hearts of our children tho truths that wo try to impress upon 
them. I feel and believe that in a Convention like this, begun 
and continued in prayer, we shall all enjoy such a phase of 
Christian fellowship as will ho a foretaste, ns it were, of the very 
joys of heaven, (cheers).

i

!

Mr. Beadle then welcomed the President elect to the chair.

Hon. Mr. Flint, on taking his seat as chairman, was greeted 
with hearty applause.

Ilynm—“Creator, Sovereign Lord of All ” wns(tlion 

Mr. Phillips loading

The next order on tho programme was tho reading of the 
report of tho General Secretary.

t
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FOURTH ANNUAL REPORT OF THE GENERAL SECRETARY,
\

rations, the Sabbath SchoolAt the close of another year of its 
eiation of Canada, by its Secretary, grate 

That the vast yar has been one o( 
ools, and in the number of

■fully reports—
great success in the increase of 
scholars attending our SabbathSabbath Sebw..,,

Schools generally
There has been, on the whole, a very 

of teaching, andin the effort to introduce the best helps; a growing 
of enquiry as to 11 how to gather in all the children of the land ; how to make 
the school so attractive, that the scholars shall be retained ; and how to 
teach so that they shall vicld themselves to Jesus, and serve Him in His 
kingdom." Conventions have multiplied,and Associations have been formed, 
which it is expected will be permanent, and it is believed that a large number 
of our scholars have been really brought to Jesus, and savingly converted to

marked advancement in the method
I I

I
:God

Wo thank God and take courage ; our hands are strengthened by what 
we have seen and heard, and we look forward with joyful anticipations. 
Giving all the glory to God, to whom it is due, we humbly express it as our 
belief, that much of the progress in intelligence, numbers, and zeal, is the 
result of the united effort of the several denominations of the Christian church
in connection with this Association.

It would be difficult to calculate the immense benefit accruing from the 
Provincial and Local Sabbath School Conventions. These Normal Schools 
have begotten a fresh desire, and stimulated to a fresh determination and 
perseverance. Some who were self-satisfied, have learned their deficiencies 
and become better teachers, and the faint-hearted, and worn, and disappointed, 
have revived under the encouragements presented.

With all due respect for difference of judgment, as denominations of the 
Christian church, yielding to others that liberty which is claimed for them
selves, Sabbath School workers more than ever realize that they “are 
brethren;' honorably and habpily engaged in the same noble work ; laboring 
“ not in vain, in the Lord ;" >hc blessed instruments of implanting “ the truth 
as it is in Jesus," in the tender minds of the young, to tlm planting of them 
ii in the house of the Lord, to flourish in the courts of our God."

The present state of the Sabbath School cause may justly be regardejl as 
one of the brightest features of Christian work which we havc—with all the 
seemingly dark clouds that gather around, and loom up before us. We; see 
a vast army of soldiers and servants to do battle for the Lord, and to occupy 

I for Immanuel. If we mourn the loss of here and there a vetepan in 
the cause, we rejoice that, by the Sabbath School, many are the reertiits to 
take the place of the honorably fallen, and fill up the ranks.

No special Sabbath School Mission work has been attempted by this 
Association during the past year ; this work has been very successfully taken

:I
if®

:

I
S

',i f
the land

I

Iup by another organiz
By circulars and otherwise, an effort has been made to induce our coun

ties and cities to convene, and form Local Associations : this in some measure 
has been successful.

(ling,
In the month of April, the Rev. F. H. Marling and the Rev. A. Suther

land were deputed to represent this Association in the United States National 
Sabbath School Convention, in Newark, N. J. On the return of these 

ected and beloved brethren, a public meeting was held in Bond Street 
igregational Church, Toronto, to listen to their excellent and profitable 
ort, a repetition of which is expected at this Convention.

r the I■Con:



A letter of condolence and sympathy, and expressive of high esteem for 
the memory of the late Richard U. l'ardee, Esq,, was sent to his widow and 
family. The departure of this devoted and intelligent Sabbath School 
workclfÉld teacher, who rendered such valuable aid to Canada, ns well as to 
his owri'leouutry—the United States—from whose lips we have received some 
of our most profitable lessons in Sabbath School management and teaching, 
is a great loss to be recorded hero.

In the month of June, the Executive met to take steps townw 
rrying out the Provincial Convention at Belleville. Aytyw 

red with Dr. Holden and others resilient in the town,
:ee, to make provision for the Annual 
Committee has performed its pleasing 

l preceding Convention has 
ation and arrangement ; but 
noble and amply furnished 

assembles to-day, and in all the local 
as in the very complete manner in which the intelli-

Yct

Is success- 
- ndencefully
who

Rep
Sellwas open 

requested to orgn 
luting of the At

nizc a Local Committc 
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it well, need not be told here 
I advances in completeness of 
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perhaps 
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ingemcnts, as well
gent and indefatigable Secretary of the Local Committee (Mr. W. Johnson) 
has executed and perfected his laborious task, Belleville has outstripped its 
prcdcct ssors. ,

Another part of the work of the Executive Committee has been the 
and issuing of the Circular and Programme, about 4,500 copie 
iave been sent throughout the two Provinces, 

programme itself is the result of the careful consideration both of 
utive and Local Committees. The object has been to embrace 

sent Sabbath School 
•rs ns would the best

prepnr
igni

of f
Sal

g in which the Com

her.

s ofparing

The 
the Exec
such exercises as appear most demanded by our 
state, and to name such a staff of speakers and ti 
interest and instruct the teachers present. In some, at first invited, wc have 
been disappointed, but others have been invited to supply their absence. 
One object has been proininent to the mind of the Executive—the calling 
out some of the too much hidden talent of our own Sabbath School friends.
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Much good is expected to accrue from the Sectional Meetings proposed 
for this Convention. The occupying one entire session in mutual conference 
by Superintendents, Bible-class Teachers, Infant class Teachers, and Teachers 
of Intermediate classes, apart, each section will give and receive the infor
mation especially needed for their own specific part of the work.

From the very imperfect character of county and city reports previously 
received, owing to many schools sending no returns to the Local Secretaries, 
the Executive Committee decided this year not logo to the expense and 
labour of issuing printed forms for detailed statistics. Instead of this, a 
circular requesting a “ Uriicrnl Statement" of the Sahlwth School work, was 
issued, from which we present the following extracts :—
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ALDINGTON.
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The Secretary for this county, Rev. J. dray, 
progress, 11 Schools were never more numerous, and 
or prosperous as at present ; yet the schools in the country are 
closed in winter. A County Convention is decided upon, to be 1 
coming December.

considers lie may report 
never so well conducted
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ortvd that in the township of Brant, there is an 
423 scholars, and that the aggregate increase in 

s of Southampton and Kincardine is 21 
Inglls Paterson, the enei 
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visited all the schools in his district, and others
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are organizing now schools. The second county Convention was held in the 
summer, which was much appreciated. The tyimber of schools is probably 
nearly 100, and sabbath school extension is occupying 
Vet there remains a large field requiring planting with such nurseries ol 
the church. - A fresh impetus is anticipated by means of this Provincial

i for

is to

pi
attentioq

Conventiori

Cuthbertson, that the aggregate of Sabbath 
cachera, 409; Scholars, 3,116. There is a 

County Sabbath School Association, which held its Second Annual Meeting 
in September. “The qualifications and duties of Superintendents,” “ I ho 
most essential qualifications of a Babbath School Teacher,” “ The best method 
of conducting Want Classes,'' and “The best kind of books for the use of 
Sabbath Schools,” were subjects that elicited earnest discussion. .The Cana
dian Home Journal says of the evening meeting of the 15th September 
i; one of the best meetings ever held in St. Thomas was closed with the 
benediction.” The Committee have taken steps to enlarge the operations 
and boundaries of the Association

Reports through the Rev. George 
Schools in the county is 45; T

sing

but
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GREY

Reports, bv Mr. Rogrrson, of Durham, that “ the last year has been one of 
prosperity ami activity in the sabbath school cause.” A number of new 
schools have been organized, and old ones greatly revived. Babbath school 
teachers’ associations have Ix'di established in different townships that are 
interesting and useful. “Never before (says the County Secretary) 
have I seen so much interest taken in the sabbath school cause ; still there 

great work to be done.” A sabbath school teachers' paper, suitable for 
ada, and agents to visit the schools, are suggested as desirable

IIALTON. f

il of

111 of

Ring
Ù

Hal ton county is reported, by Rev. Jus. Kay, as being well pl anted with 
schools. “ Nearly all the denominations have their schools working ettec- 
tively There is also a number of very excellent union schook. These are 
all doing a good work. Other schools are being organized, bofh denomina
tional and union.” Tins county has a Sabbath School Asriociatio 
committee of which were about to be called together to arrange for 
a convention.

the
hold

IIALDIMAND.

The sabbath school work has been making very decided progress in this 
county. A County Association has been in operation for upwards of three 
years Annual Conventions arc held, all well attended and interesting, the 
fourth' of these was to he held at the close of last month in ht. Johns 
Episcopal Church, Cayuga. The Rev. J. Black writes, “ these conventions 
have done much to promote the interests of sabbath schools in the county, 
thev have been instrumental in leading many parents to send their children 
to sabbath school, they have had the effect of stimulating and encouraging 
teachers, arousing them to study the best methods of communicating instruc
tion and have thus tended to increase numbers and efficiency. 1 he organi
zation of township and village Associations has commenced rjic Associa- 

Caledonia has a district visiting committee to seek out and gather in 
to sabbath schools all the children. This has resulted in a large .increase to 
the several schools. About 60 schools, 470 teachers and 1429 scholars are 
reported •/ three-fifths of these are denominational. The respected secretary 
writes " one-half of the congregations can report no denominational school,

ictcd 

n the
'i 1

is 21 

f the /
✓

:I



LEEDS AND GRENVILLE.
The Rev. J. B. Mullan is “ very happy to be able, candid' and 

say that real progress has been made during the past year, the
truly, to 
Sabbath

8

yet I am not aware of one of them altogether neglecting to take part in 
sabbath school work." After the foregoing encouraging statements, Mr. 
Black says, “ there are still many causes of suffering ; the chief of which arc, 
want of interest in parents, and want of thoroughly efficient teachers' 
There arc yet some places in the county whorfl schools 
lished ; and still a considerable number of children not availing themselves 
of the schools Within their reach. He closes his report, looking forward to 
the Belleville Convention to give “ a glorious impetus to the good work of 
instruction."

ought to be estab-

HA8TINUS

progressing ; the report is highly favornhl 
e Provincial Association to hold the present Convention, spe. 

its march onward. Mr. Charles Martin, the Country Secretary

f and its hearty invitation to 
aks well for 
•, states the

pleasing fact, that there has been, as the result of the Sabbath School labor, 
in many of the schools during the year, a goodly number of precious young 
persons hopefully converted to God, who are living in the enjoyment of the 
love of Jesus.

KINGSTON CITY
Is briefly reported for Mr. Baton the late Secretary (now removed to New 
York.) It Is said that 11 fair progress is being made. Sabbath schools are 
well cultivated."

LANARK.
The Rev. Richard Lewis considers that to 

School state, we must return to the former : 
sending printed forms to 
County Secretary is unable

to give a report of the Sabbath 
mode of collec 

every school ; lacking such 
to report.

LAMETON

Has no County Association, therefore the Secretary is crippled in ascertaining 
the progress and standing of Sabbath School operations this year. Vet Mr. 
Joshua Adams says, “1 believe there is generally pretty fair progress to bo 
recorded, in the increase of schools, in their management, efficiency and 
spiritual results. There appears to be a greater desire manifested to provide 
the schools with better libraries, more suitable music, and greater caution is 
evinced in the choice of books

’ting statistics, by 
a means this year, the

LENNOX.
Mr. D. C. McHenry records “an increased interest is being felt through

put the county, arising," he believes, “ from a special conviction of the great 
importance of the work." “ But," lie says, “ many have yet to learn the art 
of properly organizing, conducting, and sustaining a Sabbath School. Several 
schools are closed in winter ; “this," the County Secretary thinks, “is 

jary .” “ Also that the school-rooms should be well furnished, com- 
and attractive, that the children require to lie taught lively music, 

i taught to sing the gospel as well as to rend it." Ho 
upon the necessity of “ a weekly preparation meeting, 

worth while to attend Conventions." There are many other poi 
“ we hope to have cleared up at our County Convention, to be 1 
comber next, when he trusts a permanent organization will be effected
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throughout these united Counties. 1. The Sabbath School has 
place in the prayers of ministers and people. 2. The 

enntendents and teachers has been earnestly directed to the 
nducting Sabbath Schools, and to the best methods of leading 

the children to know and love Jesus. Several of our schools have adopted 
the black-board system. 3. A number of new schools have been organized 
in destitute localities, chiefly through the instrumentality of the Agents of 
the Canada Sunday School Union. In some of these districts the Sabbath 
School is the only means of holding forth the word of life. 4. Languishing 
schools have been resuscitated, and are now working with a right good will. 
5 One or two beautiful school-rooms, built in the newest style, have been 
finished. 6. More attention is paid to the selection of teachers, and also to 
the selection of libraries. The books arc generally chosen from the shelves 
of the Depository, and the teachers from among those who have given them
selves to the Saviour. 7. There is a growing interest taken in our Provincial 
Conventions, and, as a proof of this, a larger number of delegates are present 
at this Convention than we have yet had. 8. Sorry to say that, after all 
labor, as far as we have evidence at least, there are few 
In order to effect this—(l.)vWc must cry mightily to God. (2.) We must 
be more pointed in our lessons, in bringing Christ Jesus before the children. ’

», Mr.

ichers. 
estab-

School cause, 
occupied a h 
attention of sup 
best modes of co

ell for

young 
of the conversions to record

ols are LINCOLN.
« The Sabbath Schools of this county are in a healthy and growing state so 

far as I hear," (is the report of Mr. D. W. lieadlo) who adds “ Indeed the 
testimony is that the several Conventions, Provincial and County, have given 
a decided impetus to the sabbath school work, and have raised the character 
of the teaching to a much higher standard than previously existed." From 
this quarter also the Belleville Convention is looked forward to.
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LONDON CITY AND MIDDLESEX COUNTY 

Arc reported by Mr. J. J. Dyas, who writes, “ The city schools are progressing 
well," he thinks, "increasing in attendance, that there is a zealous endeavour 

the part of nearly all to make the schools more successful. Comparing 
car with the five or six years previous, the average attendance has 

- nearly 50 per cent.
ity the progress has not boon very marked, though enough has 
shew that the warm love of Christ, in his teachings, is still buriF

.lining 
3t Mr.

lion is

the past y 
increased 

In the co 
been done to 
ing in the hearts of many

nnt

MEOANTIC.

iU He

A number of Sabbath Schools have been commenced during the last yeaf. 
In the Township of Halifax a widow conducts a Sabbath School where French 
Canadians and Irish Catholics meet, and are taught from the Word of God. 
There are great hindrances to the maintenance of Sabbath Schools in this 
county ; the winters arc stormy, the cold severe, and the children so scattered.

MONCK

The late Secretary, Itev. Joel Briggs, 
good work of sabbath schools. A few 
Conversions have take: 
young in missionary effo

reports “ a growing interest in the 
new schools have been opened, 

lace, and some considerable zeal exhibited by the
n SDe-

n p 
fort

MONTREAL.
Nearly 50 schools are reported as being-in operation in this city, with an 

attendance ranging from 50 to 400 each; an increasing desire is manifested on
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the part of teachers to obtain information and improvement. A Sabbath 
School Teachers’ Association and Teachers’ Institute have been useful in 
leading teachers to study the best methods of teaching. Your Secretary has 
also been furnished with the 8th Annual Report of the Montreal Sabbath School 
Association in connexion with the Presbyterian Church. This report shews 
an increase of teachers and scholars. Mr. F. K. Grafton, reporting for the 
Province of Quebec generally, says :—“The condition of Sabbath Schools in 
this Province is unsatisfactory.” The excellent, earnest character of some 
Christian workers is spoken of, yet a want of systematic efticiei 
tioned. Contrasting the Sabbath Schools of the two Provint 
ton considers that we owe much (in Ontario) to our General ai 
ventions.
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NORFOLK.

port afforded by 
ols in the county.

Held its third Annual Convention in September. The re) 
Mr. Vivian, the present Secretary, tells of 12(1 Sabbath Scliot 
Still he considers there is a lack of efficiency

NORTHUMBERLAND.

The Schools visited by the Secretary, the Rev. Tlios. Alexander, arc 
said to be “in good working t 
profit to the young. Irregular 
want of co-operation in parents

Met)
Sclii

defii 
ble i

witli some degree of spirit and 
attendance in some schools is spoken of, and

irdcr, carried

NORTH ONTARIO.
No especial change from last year. “ Too much apathy ’ is complained of. hi!

in tl

field

SOUTH ONTARIO.

printed forms, witli blanks 
been supplied to the Local 

are Union. 24 schools
■retofore

Mr. E. N. Thomas vt 
for collecting statistics,
Secretaries, 
report 2,334 
monthly Teachers

increasing in numbers, piety, and interest

jry i

He reports 35 schools, of which only 4 
scholars, with an increase of 257 -this 

Meetings
year ; 15 schools report 

has been held. “ -SchoolsA County Convention

OTTAWA.
15 in number," so far “as the Secretary 

(Mr. John Hardie") can learn ; they are in a flourishing condition. During 
the past year there has been a very considerable increase in the attendance 

school has been added to the number ; to the 
the credit of its formation, 

work is carried on by its members. Respecting conversions, Mr. 
“ Impressions for good have been effected, and souls brought 

to Jesus." There is a Teachers' Association, that has held several meetings 
during the year.

“ The schools in this city

of some schools ; one new 
Young Men's Christian Association is accorded

Hardie writes for'

A l
but

OXFORD
Reports that a Convention for the County was held in Ingcrsoll, but no parti
culars arc given, or other Information of its Sabbath School state.

is ll

This County held its first Sabbath School Convention in 1857, which 
l a permanent organization. During the succeeding eleven years 
ation has been in successful operation. It has held annual meet-

resulted in
this associ
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. ol. conventions, with an increase rather than a diminution of interest in 
’ They are the meetings of the County. Whatever may divide Chria- 

t ans in the interim, in these social Christian gatherings there is a cheering 
exhibition of the one family of God. The late Secretary, now the President 

f (],e County Association, writes respecting it “ I doubt not it has added 
much to Sabbath School prosperity in Peel, and has also extended its influ
ence to adjacent counties.” Of one township he writes: 11 the schools, I 
think are in a vigorous state." Of another, Chinguacousy Township, he re
ports '11 it keeps up its Local Association—the schools arc doing well. Two
new ones have been commenced during the year.” Mr. Ro
eludes bis statement with, “ May our coming meeting at Belleville be (like 
Mr Wells' Mission School), not only a success but a glorious triumph”

Sabbath
icful in
ary has 
i School
; shews 
for tho 
mois in 
if some

r. Giaf- 
al Con-

Smith con-

PETERBOROUGII.

gan can only report the schools in the town which lie has visited, 
re being conducted with considerable zeal and efficiency.

PONTIAC

Idod by 
county.

Mr. Kin 
and which a

wards ofIs reported by Mr. J;. T. l’attison, who says: 11 There are up 
twenty schools in operation in this county; seven or eight belong to the 
Methodist Episcopal denomination ; besides these there are two local Sabbath 
School Unions. Tho Secretary considers that from various causes the great 
interest exhibited last year has declined. A lack of efficient teachers, and a 
deficiency of good lib'arics is spoken of. Nome schools, set 
ble auspices, have died. Stimulated by zeal in Protestants, 
children from other Sabbath Schools, the Roman Catholics 
in the Township of Bristol, with fifteen children, two teaclie 
tended by the Priest. Half of the Sabbath Schools 
which is a great hindrance to progress. This county presents an interesting 
field for Sabbath School labour, but the labourers are weak and few!'

irit and 
of, and

ftup under favora- 
and to keep their

iiers, and superin- 
closed in winter,

ned ouo
lined of.

i blanks 

schools
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PRINCE EDWARD.

Schools This county has very little change in Sabbath School matters. Schools 
arc pretty well sustained in the town of Picton, and in villages, but in the 
country they are mostly closed in winter. Mr. W. J. Porte, says “ It is hard 
to keep up the interest when half the year is lost, as far as Sabbath School 
instruction is concerned.

ccrctary
During

cndance

rmation, 
ons, Mr. 
brought 
ncctings

RENFREW

Reports by Rev. J. McEwen—“The interest in Sabbath Schools in this 
county is I believe, on the increase ; in now settlements, where there are no 
regularly organized churches, the Sabbath Schools are steadily and persove.r- 
iugly sustained, and under circumstances known to your Secretary, that call 
for abundant gratitude. Schools are increased in number as well as efficiency. 
A County Convention was proposed, and a provisional committee appointed, 
but (for reasons to be regretted) it could not be carried out. My own feeling 
is that the whole section of the Ottawa country needs to have the work pre
sented in its broader light. Cannot the Convention of 1870 be in Ottawa ?'

RUSSELL.

In this county, which comprises four contiguous townships, viz : Cum
berland, Clarence, Russell and Cambridge, there are, in connection with tho 
several religious denominations, many warm and devoted friends of the 
Sabbath School, but these arc, for the most part, separated at inconvenient

no parti-

7, which 
en years 
al meet-
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distances from one anoth 
« A#c

-operation is extremely difficult. 
Smith), I embraced every oppor- 

l in each township, as well as 
ably received, and Mr. Smith, 

(who has now removed from the county), considers that if intelligently and 
judiciously pressed by those who have witnessed the good results of such 
conventions, the matter will soon be carried into effect.1 
libraries arc receiv 
School Uni

er, and practical co 
rites the Rev. J.C. 
l annual Convention 
ae idea was favour
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tunity of recommending at: 
for the whole countv. T1

Sabbath School
increased attention. “ The agent of the Canada Sunday 

visited the county, and succeeded in establish
in reviving others. Such visits are usually 

vith great benefit. Many have during the last year been brought 
church. Wherever a Sabbath School has

•mg 
te ti 

cw schools
gradua
adopte1 n’mg Severn 

attended
into visible communion with the 
been ostablishedfcthe influence emanating therefrom is invariably manifested. 
There is outward respect for the Sabbath day, cleanliness, frugality, content
ment ; there is a regard for truth and honesty ; 
orderly demeanour. Let us trust also that there are 
ncssed in many a soul, by the eye of Omniscience

t
Sabbat

there is self-resp 
: other benefits to

ect and

8IMCOE SOUTH. F

among
“ Sabbath School instruction is well attended, so far ns 

knowledge extends. I have cheering intelligence from every 
bath Schools, ns a whole, are all in a flourish! 
county. Mr. James McGuire made a tour 
now schools wherever lie deemed it necess

my personal 
' quarter. Sail

ing condition in this half of the 
through those parts, organizing 

ary, and was encouraged by the 
people; resuscitating sleeping ones; strengthening weak ones and benefit- 
ting schools and teachers wherever lie went. A Convention would doubtless 
bo productive of great good.” Such is the report of the Rev. M. Fraser.

A

8IMCOE NORTH.

Rev. J. G. Sanderson reports, there lias been a good deal of Missionary 
Sabbath School work done in this county during the past year. Mr. James 

lire, agent of the 11 Ontario Sabbath School Missi 
red with great earnestness and zeal, 

schools, which, on the whole are prospering, 
over fifty others. By this visit a great impetus

onary Union,” has 
He inis organized twenty-one 
He also visited and addressed 
has been given to the Sabbath 

School movement in this county. Reports from the schools organized some 
time ago by the Rev. Mr. McKilliean, are very gratifying. With one or two 
exceptions, we believe that they are doing well. Several of them have largely 
increased in interest and numbers since they were'organized ; one which we 
lately visited, having nearly three times its original number of teachers 
and scholars. Many of these schools are not in connection with any 
and it cannot at present be otherwise in these newly settled place 
churches are not numerous. It would lie productive of good were they again 
to be visited. North Simcoc owes much to Ontario Sabbatli 
May she, in her turn, scud the truth to other destitute places
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School Agencies

TORONTO.

Mr. J. Joseph Wood house, the City Secretary, records, 111 have reason to 
believe the interest in the work to lie increasing. Not having called for sta
tistics this year, it is not possible to judge accurately as to the relative growth 
of the Sabbath Schools. There arc several prosperous Mission Schools. In 

lately commenced a prayer meeting 
among themselves, and there are several cases of hopeful conversion. During 
the last year a Mission Church has been erected in connection with one of

°h

effort
one of these the senior scholars have

[
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these schools, where the gospel is faithfully preached by several laymen, and 
a second is in course of completion in another part of the city, having grown 
out of a similar effort to reach the outlying destitute. Three denominations, 
Presbyterian, Congregational, and Primitive Methodists, have established 
associations among themselves, for mutual improvement and edification, by 
means of reading appropriate papers, discussion of Sunday School topics, &c. 
The meetings arc held quarterly. 1 believe the Wesleyans arc also about 
to follow this good example. The subject of Sabbath School Concerts Is 
gradually receiving the attention of the various schools. Several have 
adopted their use, and find that they are acceptable. The opinion also is, 
that if judiciously conducted, they will prove a means of usefulness to all 
concerned. There is a strong desire on the part of some teachers to hold a 
Sabbath School Teachers' Institute during the coming winter. I might add, 
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VAUDREUIL, Q.

Five schools arc reported for this county by Mr. W. ITodson, compre
hending all the Protestant population save a few scattered families residing 
among French Canadians, too distant to attend school.personal

If of the 
;anizing

benefit-
oubtless

WELLINGTON.

\ Sabbath School Convention for this county was held in the town of 
Fergus this year, and an association formed which promises well. The com
mittee are actively engaged. The entire county is 
into districts under intelligent Secretaries, with the 
Secretary. The number of Sabbath Schools ia large, yet there are some places 
that want filling up It is expected that the Association will give their atten- 

to the organizing of Sabbath Schools in them.

iped out, and divided 
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WELLAND.

Rev. O. Bell, the Secretary for Welland, reports “that so far as he can 
learn, the Sabbath School cause in that county is advancing in interest, it is 
hoped that it is reaching a wider range of usefulness, and that improvements 
in management and modes of teaching are being made, although definite 

ical information cannot be given."

NORTH YORK.

statist

Mr. S. P. Irwin states, “that the Sabbath School work in it is in a very 
îy state, and in some respects very encouraging. We have a County 
iation (lie says) which holds its conventions in February. The last 

held was of great profit to many. No doubt it was the visit we had from our 
beloved brother, the late 11.0. Pardee, Esq., N Y., whose kind words and ear
nest appeals did a great deal in st rengthening and encouraging Sabbath School 
workers in our county, and the county of Simcoe. There is yet 
done, and many places where there arc no Sabbath Schools.” r 

here seem to he alive to the importance of active labour,
The Conventions are awakening anxiety for the best

ey again 
gencies. health

, much to be 
Christian 
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methods, so that teachers may be more successful. Many conversions aro 
reported, and the Lord is blessing the labourers in his vineyard. This secre
tary desires blessing for the Provincial Conventionig
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80UTU YORK.
Of this linlf of the county, it is stated by Mr. Joseph Wallace that “Con- 

;vchs lias been made in the last three or four 
ols that have sent delegates to the Provin

vigorated, they have thrown themselves afresh 
crintendents and

though these hindrances are beii 
No Local Convention has been 

a gathering is anticipated.

!years; especially 
icial Convention,

Biddable prog 
in those schoi 
Instructed, encouraged and 
into the work : 
training and si 
Some new schools are ri 
part of the county, but i.

1)0teachers suffer from lack of 
ig removed; 
held in this

;,S bo h 
obta 
worl

This

debt

ilc book

These extracts may serve to give a tolerably fair view of our Sabbath 
School state and need. Doubtless further reports would have been rendered 
to the Association, through the General Secretary, but, that without blanks 
for statistics, the local secretaries have made no application to the schools.

Seer

theIt is also believed that if, in addition to a written or printed application
to local secretaries, a deputation from the Provincial Association 
to organize Conventions and Associations in every county, the entire Pro
vince of Ontario, and several counties in the Province of Quebec, might,

These would result in 
complained of, by

with such help, have permanent Associations, 
supplying some, at least, of the many deficiencies 
means of which such a correct knowledge of their state would be had, and
information imparted as would speedily result in Sabbath School extension 
and Sabbath School improvement.

Respectfully submitted by

WILLIAM MILLARD,
General Secretary.

VOt'

bcf.
A Delegate remarked that the report, though vcijy interest

ing, might in his opinion be improved by simply giving the 
statistics of the progress of the work in the counties, and thus 
it could be made shorter.

Rev. Mr. Millard said that the labor of preparing the 
report was his, but the report itself emanated from the Executive 
Committee. It had been submitted, and had been approved of 
by the Committee.

A Delegate from Brant said he perceived no report had 
been received from his county. He supposed this was owing to 
the lamented illness of their County Secretary. It was a matter 
of regret to him that as yet they had had no Convention in their
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Tho Sunday Schools there were as a general thing in 
It a very efficient state, but they might be improved, and the work 
4 , greatly advanecd by a County Convention.

I ■ Another Delegate said he did not wish tho impression to 
) ^0 abroad that tho Secretary’s report was not just what it should 
' jj0- Complaints had boon made that it was too long, but it should 
! bo remembered that it had been impossible for the Secretary to 

obtain statistics, and that the only way to give a fair idea of the 
work throughout the country was to embody in the report the 
substance of tho letters ho received from the county secretaries. 
This .the Secretary had done, and it devolved upon him an 
immense amount of labor, for which the Association owed him a 
debt of gratitude, (Cheers.)

On motion the report was adopted, and a vote of thanks to the 
Secretary mas unanimously passed.

Tho Business Committee reported the order of business for 
the evening session.

“ Praise Cod from whom all blessings flow ” was then sung, 
and the Convention adjourned till 7 o’clock.
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FIRST DAY—Evening Session.

The Convention re-assembled at 7 o’clock. After devotional 
the President elect, Hon. Billa Flint, took the chair, 1exorcises, 

and delivered his inaugural address
:D, THE riîES'fMiXT’S ADDRESS sSecretary.

Ladies and Gentlemen of the. Convention . —By a unanimous 
vote I have been chosen as your presiding officer. I have never 
before had the pleasure of attending one of those Provincial 
Conventions, but with your kind assistance I will endeavour to 
fulfil tho duties of the important position you have placed me in 
to the best of my ability. 1 began my Sabbath School labors 
forty-two years ago in the town of Brockville, in tho Presbyterian 
Church, then under the ministry of tho Bov. William Smart. 
That school was started some forty-five years ago, and was tho 
first established in the Province 
ville I continued teaching in that school 
was a class of lads between 12 an 14 years of ago, one of them is 
now tho Bov. Mr. McLean. In July, 1829, I loft Brockville, 
and came to Belleville, where I again entered upon Sabbath 
School labors in connection with my pa 
sister, in a little old church in Pinnacle Street.
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Thc last class 1 had
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that time down to the present—with the exception of twelve 
years, during which time I continued to take a deep interest in 
Sabbath Schools—1 have been engaged in the Sabbath School 
either as teacher or superintendent. And 1 am happy to say 
that the little school in the old church has grown into a church 
school, and that seven other Sabbath Schools have grown up 
beside it in Belleville. It is gratifying to me to see at this day 
the Sabbath School laborers throughout the province organized 

in the same noble cause.

IiEV.

for N< 
ville ;

I

into this body—all working together
The consequence of this organization is a deep and growing 
interest in the Sunday School work throughout the land. In 
conversation with a man to-day on this subject ho said “ ho could 
not see why people made such an ado about this work ; he

in these Conventions and organizations, but preferred the 
old style.” 1 would like to ask that man if he would bo willing 
to abolish railroads, and telegraphs, and all modern invention^ 
and improvements, and go back to old times. If not, why does 
ho object to the improvements in the mode of carrying on the 
Sabbath School work. I am glad to know that the Christian 
community are waking up to this work, and that the churches 
are endeavouring, by means of the Sabbath School, to train the 
rising generation in morals and in religion. If we discharge 

... duty faithfully in this matter, I am satisfied wo will have no 
cause of complaint as to the result. The speaker concluded by 
referring to the mottoes round the church—“ Feed my Lambs,” 
“Jesus for the children,” “The children for Jesus,”—as being 
appropriate to the occasion, and indicative of the nature of their 
work.

saw no
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5After the singing of a hymn, Rev. W. Millard, in the 
absence of the lion. John McMurrich, read the Treasurer’s 
Report, showing a balance in hand of 8145.11.

Mr. Millard also read the following letters :—

Toronto, 11th October, 1869.
Rev. William Millard

RevMy Dear Sir,—I regret exceedingly that I cannot be present 
at the Convention this year, where I had hoped to meet so many warm, 
hearted Christians, and earnest workers in the cause of Sabbath Schools 
but public duty calls me elsewhere.
Convention every success, and that all 
labor refreshed and <|uickcned, to renew 
than ever.

:
thiWish in' M

may return to their different fields of 
their exertions with greater energy

1; Yours very truly,
J. McMurrich.

i

... . ' y.,..
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Montreal, 11th October, 18G9.
Hev. William Millard

Rev. and Dear Sir,—I deeply regret that, owing to my leaving 
[nr New York, it will be out of my power to attend the Convention at Belle- 
viUe ; this gives me pain as I had hoped to have been with you.

1 hope you will all enjoy a pleasant and protitable season.

Yours truly,
D. Morricb.

Tub Manse, Strarane P. 0., 
West Flamborouoii, October 5, 18G9.

Rev. and Dear Brother,—I am sorry that no delegate ran go from our 
iJiliool to the Convention at Belleville, but I am requested to send a short 
epistle of loving greetings to you and the good cause, amid your gladsome 
meetings. Having been at the Hnltou County Convention long ago, I can 
only say—Wlmt hath Cod wrought ? Now the cause, which was local then, 
[ills the land and moves the masses.

1 am the only minister living, who 
School instituted in the Province, which was begun in Brockville in 1811, 
I,y those pioneers in good things—the venerable ex-Sheri If Sherwood and 
Rev. William Smart.

trained in the first Sabbath

Amongst my teachers, I remember Dr. Holden and Judge Malloch ; and 
amongst my fellow-scholars, I remember Chief Justice Richards; the Hon. 8. 
Richards, Commissioner of Crown Lands ; the Hon. John Ross, and many 
others who have made their mark.

My heart is with the cause, and in spirit I shall be amongst you ; and 
may the face and favor of God Almighty be upon the Convention with a 
l’enticoetal baptism of the Holy Ghost.stiver’s

I am, Rev. and Dear Brother,

Yours sincerely, in the bonds of Jesus,

Alexander MacLean, 
Min. Can. Pr. Ch., Strabane.

:69.

Rev William Millard,present
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Sec. S. S. Ass'n, Toronto.
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ADDRESS OF WELCOME. of
to

Bov. Mr. McLaren, of Bellovillo, responded to the call to 
deliver the Add reus of Welcome. He said : “ Mr. Chairman and 
Christian friends, It devolves upon mo to give expression to the 
feelings of cordiality with which the Christian community of 
this town welcome the members of this Convention. 1 need 
scarcely say to those members of the Convention who have 
visited our homos that there is a right cordial welcome ready 
for them in Belleville, and the welcome which wo now formally 
extend to them will receive n warm endorsation, not in words 
only, but in deed and in truth. It gives me special pleasure to 
welcome the delegates, inasmuch as I had something to do with 
getting the Convention to meet here this year. It is a matter 
of pleasure to us all that we are permitted to welcome amongst 
us those whom we have long known and loved for their own and 
for their Master's sake. The Sabbath School Convention brings 
together a peculiar type of people. Every public gathering 
seems to have its own allinitios, and brings together people who 
have something in common, in connection with the olbjoct of the 
gathering. I think that those who are gathered together in 
connection with the promotion of the Sabbath School cause, are 
of the class whom it is a peculiar privilege to welcome into any 
community. And oven with regard to those of you whom wo * 
have not known, wo feel that your presence here is an index to 
us that your heart is in the right place, and that you feel an 
interest in that cause which is so dour to us all. Those of us who 
welcome you, as well as those of you who come to partake of our 
hospitality, though belonging to different sections of the visible 
church can recognize each other as one in Christ Jesus, (hoar, 
hoar). W o all love our denominational peculiarities, wo love 
those banners under which wo have boon accustomed to do battle 
for the Lord. But wo love something more than the peculiar
ities of our banners. Those who look at those banners may at 
first sight see emblazoned in them nothing but the distinctive 
peculiarities of creed; but those who draw near and examine 
them will find in them all in common, something, wrought into 
their very texture—they will find those mystic words which 
to us the bond of our unity—“Jesus Christ and Him crucified." 
In the name then of our common Lord and Master whoso cause 

bid you all welcome to our hearts and to 
It is with peculiar pleasure wo observe with us, 

delegates from the other side of the linos. I rejoice to find that 
wo have hero brethren who have come from a distance to assist
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• u8 in the work of this Convention. Need I say how gladly wc 
welcome the chief musician (cheers), who has already giv 

us a taste of what wo may expect to enjoy during the meetings 
of the Convention. While wo listen to those strains wo are lod 
to think if such is the music of earth what will bo the melody of 
heaven? Wo rejoice to welcome these brethren from the 
United States as the representatives of the other great branch of 
the Anglo-Saxon race. (Cheers). We ft-ol that in welcoming 
them wo are welcoming brethren. Wo arc one in origin, 
in race, one in literature, one in religion, and one in the 
influences which wo are exerting in common for Christ and 
Christianity the world over. I believe that to these two great 
protestant natio/s ("lod has given, to a very largo extent, the 
evangelizationM the world, and I think that it is well that wo 
meet together on occasions such as this and hail each other as 
brethren in Christ. 1 know that there are those who would gladly 

those nations at variance with each other, those who would 
like to lot slip the dogs of war,
delight in Sabbath School Conventions. (Loud cheers.) The 
heart of the Christian people on both sides of the lino has kept 
the bond of peace and will continue to keep it. (Hoar, hoar). I 
believe it is well wo should come together on such occasions as 
this to feel as it were each other’s pulse, to look each other in 
the face, and listen to each other’s words of kindly Christian 
encouragement, giving to each other the benefit of our experiences 
and learning from each other how better to serve our common 
Master. It is well wo should recognize each other as brethren 
who are one in our loyalty to the same groat and glorious King, 
as soldiers who are marching side by side with equal stop under 
the banner of the cross.

I would desire, Mr. Chairman, also to welcome these dele
gates to this Convention for their work’s sake. Whether they 
come from Canada or the United States they are engaged in a 
great and glorious work. The Sabbath School enterprise which 
wo have mot to promote has from small beginnings assumed vast 
dimensions. Who would have believed a few years ago that wo 
should have such results as we now witness from Sabbath 
Schools. It is quite evident that the Sabbath School met a crying 
want of the Christian church, for just so soon as it was planted 
it took root and grow. It is probable that at the present 
moment not less than a million of Sabbath School teachers are 
engaged in the work in the United States and the British hmpire, 
and not less than between seven or eight millions of Shbbath 
School children who are constantly receiving instruction in the 
principles and precepts of God’s blessed word. You who have 
come to this Convention are a cohort of a great army—an army 
larger than that which ever followed Xerxes or Napoleon. And

but these are not the men that
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ofyou fight under n Captain who never blunders. Every soldier 
in this army is in point of fact an officer who has in training 
under him a host, disciplining and preparing them to go forth 
and battle for the same Lord and Master, and, when the standard 
falls from the hands of the veterans who now hold it, to take it 
up and boar it aloft in triumph. (Cheers.)

We feel, Mr. Chairman, that it is a peculiar privilege to 
welcome amongst us delegates who are engaged 
important as that of the Sabbath School. For myself. I cannot 
say thaï I am as familiar with the workings of these Conven
tions as some, but this I can say, that I heartily sympathize 
with the object of this Convention/ Conventions seem just now' 
the order of the day. The Popo\bas just called a Convention, 
and I believe the question Ho come up is where the infallibility 
of the church rests. Having boon teaching for centuries the 
absolute necessity of having an infallible teacher, they are now 

believe, where that infallibility is to bo found, 
the Pope or in Councils, or both, they have not 

yet boon exactly able to find out in the past, and whether or not 
they will be able 
but this I will sav, that it is a matter of rejoicing that there is 

Sabbath School teacher in Canada, nor in the United
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Slates, nor in Croat Britain, nor scarcely a Sabbath School 
scholar but knows where they can find an infallible Teacher 
(cheers), whore they can find an infallible Guido, whose words 
arc quite as plain as the decrees of the Council of Trent or the 
Syllabus of Pius IX. The wrork you have met to promote is one 
the importance of which can scarcely bo over-estimated. The 
Sabbath School takes hold of the mind when it is young, when 
it is in a plastic state, easily moulded, and when the impressions 
made are deep and permanent. Some time ago an English gen
tleman took a friend of mine over his- farm and showed him his 
flocks and herds, among others a splendid flock of sheep. My 
friend asked him how it w'fts he raised such excellent sheep. 
He replied, with groat simplicity, “ I take care of my lambs.” 
That is the groat secret of the training of good Christians. 
“ Train up a child in the way ho should go.” “ Ye fathers, train 
up your children in the fear and admonition of the Lord.” The 
greatest of all authorities has given us this motto, “Food my 
lambs
upon the principle of beginning with youthfhl minds, taking 
them in their soft and plastic state that you may mould them 
for Christ, that God’s law may bo written on their young hearts 
and his imago impressed on tnoir souls. I think you have begun 
in a wise way to work for Christ, when you work with the 
young. I trust that when wo compare experiences, when wo 
bring to boar upon the subject the results of our various modes
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hell) us when we go back to the work, to engage in it more 
lousiy and efficiently than before. This was the design of 

I cannot believe that such a large number

soldier 
•aining 
o forth 
ftndard 
take it these Conventions 

of intelligent, practical, earnest men can meet together to com
pte their experiences, without eliciting a groat amount of very 
valuable information, which must bo useful in guiding us in the 

in which we may most successfully prosecute this work.
work which is for eternity. The sculptor
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Wo are engaged , , - , .
takes the marble block and chisels out the human form, amt the 

lineaments of the human face divine. But wo, who 
the Sabbath School cause, work on a material more 

enduring. The marble will waste away, the bronze will perish, 
but the souls of men, those young immortals whom we take in 
hand in the Sabbath School, have years which are destined to 
run parallel with those of the Most High. The sculptor desires 
to bring out the lineaments of the human face and the human 
form. Your work is nobler and higher; you desire to bringA>ut 
the image of God—to make those that have borne the ima^3 of 
the oitrthy, bear the imago of the heavenly.

We hail you then, brethren in the Lord, for your own sake
__whether you come from Canada or the XTnitcd States and

welcome you for the great and glorious work in which 
you are engaged. And 1 may say, Mr. Chairman, in spite ot 
moral philosophers to the contrary, wo may indulge in a little 
holy seltishness in welcoming these brethren. I expect that 
whatever time and trouble may have been given to the arrange
ments for the Convention, we shall bo far more than compensated 
by the warming up of our own hearts, by the instruction we 
shall receive, and by the satisfaction that wo shall feel in know- 

have done something to help forward God s work in

perfect 
work in

it

ing that we 
Canada. (Loud cheers.)

REPORT OF DELEGATES TO UNITED STATES NATIONAL SUNDAY 

SCHOOL CONVENTION.

Rev F. II. Maki.inu was called on to report on behalf of the delegates 
from Canada to the United States National Convention, held at Newark, 
N J. lie said—I am sorry that this duty has devolved upon me rather than 
on my much beloved and faithful brother, Rev. A. Sutherland. It is to 
his great regret, as well as to ours, that he is not present with us to-night. 
On account of his absence it devolves upon me. Ins colleague, to make 
up as well as I can his lack of service, and endeavor to convey to you 
some idea of the proceedings of the great National Sabbath School von-

...
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vention, held on the first of May last, in Newark, N. J. In attempting, 
however, to perform this duty, 1 feel how impossible it is to describe a 
meeting of that 
of the livi 
—such a glov 
impossible for 
Convention was

the c 

befoit kind. No more than a photograph can give you an idea 
thinking, feeling man, can any man describe that meeting 
wing meeting ns it was. And 1 hope it will be equally 

homo to describe what the Belleville 
lo honour of represen ting this body at 

the Slate of New York, and we had

the"Jo
you when you go 
3. We have had tl

one of the State Conventions held in
season with our American brethren on tlmt occasion. But 
n at Now York was different from that, inasmuch as it was

in which

ry happy f 
Conventio

or tl.
the
a national gathering, rather than one from a particular -State, 
was brought together the cream as it were of the Sabbath School forces 
from every State. I think I shall best discharge my duty to night by 
endeavouring to give some lessons, deduced from our observations and 
experiences there, that may bo valuable to us in Canada. There was a 
great deal there to admire, and there were a few things that 1 think we 
should do as well not to imitate. But before passing from the point of 
its being a national meeting, allow me to express the Itope that ere many 
years have elapsed, wo shall bo able to call in this Dominion, a Canadian 
National Sunday School Convention. (Cheers.) We arc a little troubled 
at the present time to know what to call this meeting. When the Con
vention was first held, the designation “ Provincial Convention " was 
very appropriate, but now that wo are two provinces, an Inter-Provincial 
Convention would be the correct term, and that would be giving it a 

y lumbering name. Yet we can hardly call it a Dominion Convention, 
because Nova Scotia and New Brunswick, to say nothing of the outlying 

west, are not yet included in it. But when the Inter- 
finished, by whatever route it may pass through the 

ess, aim wnon we build the great Northern Pacific Railway, then 
y hope to call in Belleville, or some other place, a Canadian Na- 
Sunday School Convention, which shall gather together the repre

sentatives at least pf all our forces from the rising to the sotting sun— 
(cheers)—and from those great lakes to as far north as the frost will lot 
them live.
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This was not the first National Convention that had been held by our 

brethren of the United States It ranked third, and there were, as is 
stomary in relation to such matters, a great many different views as to

C'hai

propriety of holding that Convention. Some said “ What is the 
- V We have our State Conventions ; a National Convention will be so 

largèsthut no church could bo found large enough to hold it, and no city 
whose''■hospitality will dare to undertake the task of entertaining the 
delegate^’’ And we, in our smaller sphere, have had just such difficul 

s to contend with, llow many times have not some of you to encoun 
ter this objection—what is the good of holding Sunday School Conven
tions? To that objection I have always but one answer—“come and 
see."’ And I have hardly ever found any one who would “come and 
soo,’’ who needed to be argued with or persuaded any more about the 
matter. The question of where to hold the National Convention was 
much discussed, but finally Newark, in New Jersey, was fixed upon, and 
most heartily did the people of that city enter into the matter. But I 
must pay you people of Belleville the compliment of saying, that not
withstanding nil the large experience in political, religious and benevo
lent conventions of our brethren over there, you have excelled them in 
the matter of receiving your guests. (Cheers.) Wc all had to go to
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the church where the meeting was held to find out where we were to be 
entertained, and wo had to wait, in some instances, two and three hours 
before that information could he obtained. But on coming hero we had 
the pleasure of knowing exactly in what hospitable home we were to find 
our temporary residence. But when wo got our billets, we were received 
as heartily ns we were here. Every man felt, ns we do here, that he had 
the very best place that could be chosen out of the whole city. There 
was a great deal of pre-arrangement in regard to this meeting. 1 don’t 
know whether Mr. Eggleston is in the house or not, but I may take the 

rty of saying 
or thereabouts, i 
nent in the speech-n 
cnee were conspicuous m eve 
say brethren, that it is the ha 
cise very largo faith in their Committees. They choose a small committee, 
perhaps three or five, or twelve at the outside, of the very best men they 
can find, and then they trust them. If it does not strike every one that 
they have done exactly what they ought to have done, yet each one be
lieves that they had some reason, unknown to the general body, that led 
them to do it, and to a large extent, not always, not slavishly, they 
trusted by the Convention. I make this remark without any application 
of it ; I leave you to make your own reflections upon the subject.

1 must say that for our own part wo wore exceeding heartily 
ceived. Inasmuch as it was an occasion on which all the An 
day School labourers would be represented, it was til 
neighbors, should not allow it to pass without se 
salutations to them, by word of mouth rather than by pci 
without also improving the opportunity to gather up wh 
we could for use at homo. Allow me, brethren, to say that it is impos 
for any of us to go to these meetings, and not learn a great deal tha 
can use not only in our own churches and schools, but in this Convention 
and in our City and County Conventions, as well as for our immediate 
benefit. There were five of us representatives of the Dominion of Canada 
—two from Toronto, one from Montreal, and 
were brought up upon the platform and formally introduced by the 
Chairman, and invited to address the Convention. That duty fell to the 
lot of Mr. Sutherland and myself. There was one pleasing feature in 
that reception I would like to mention. The two good brethi 
Halifax wished us to intimate to the Convention, that they desired it to 
be distinctly understood that they were included in the Dominion of 
Canada. (Loud Cheers.) There was no Anti Confederation feeling 
lingering in their minds. 1 accordingly took the liberty of making that 
statement in my address as distinctly as they had made it to me, though by 
some singular accident it does not find a place in the published report of 

speeches and proceedings. Some trifling remarks of mine appeared, 
this thatal thought of some consequence was left out. The fact is, 
Sunday School friends have the idea just as strongly as their fellow- 

citizens of <l manifest destiny.”
At the same time, I must 

received with more kindness
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showered upon us, and were welcomed to take any part we saw fit in 
proceedings of the Convention. I took occasion, as did my brother, 

to acknowledge with tin- warmt h with which I felt it ought to be acknow
ledged, the great—I might say, the indispensable—services that had been
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rendered to us in our Conventions by our brethren from the other side 
(Cheers.) It is impossible for us to meet here without hav 
Pardee, Vincent and Wells brought to our minds. And, 
tiem we shall always think of the “ Singing Pilgrim.” (Cheers.) And while 
upholding our own nationality, and declaring our loyalty to our Queen, 
and oui1 satisfaction with being under her throne, and with the prospects 
of our Dominion, we will try to show them that wo can work together in 
the same good work, and that wo can 11 love our neighbor as ourselves " 
while wo 11 puddle our own «moo.” (Loud cheers.) The Convention at 
Newark was singularly fortunate in the choice of a chairman—George H. 
Stuart of Philadelphia, who is the peer of Thane Miller, and higher 

cannot be bestowed upon him. He was the unanimous choice of 
Convention. Mr. Stuart possessed a full and available knowledge of 

parliamentary law and business proceedings, together with the wit of the 
Irishman and the fervor of the Christian. It would do your heart good 
to see that man—who was excommunicated for singing hymns—lead us 
in our devotions. Mr. Stuart has been labouring for twenty-five years 
under a very severe form of asthma. Several times he spent the night 
in labouring for breath, but would come into the meeting the next morn
ing as bright and fresh as ever. We owed a groat deni uf the high spiri
tual tone that pervaded the meetings, and the business like promptitude 
that contributed so much to their success, to the eminent qualities of 
the piesiding officer. If you want to know all that] was said and 
you must yet a copy of the report. I cannot tell you of the inspiration, 
the enthusiasm of the meetings ; I cannot tell you of ^he great multitude 
like the sound of many waters, uniting in singing! some Christian or 
patriotic song; but the solid part, so to speak, of the feast—the counsels 
and experiences that were given by the brethren there assembled, are 

admirably preserved in the official report ; an'd I should be very 
mber of this Convention would order a copy. It con- 

y verbatim report of all the speeches—except my remarks 
Scotia, (laughter)—and nearly every part of the Sabbath 

in its pages in one way or other. We had an 
her, Mr. Reynolds, of Illinois, upon the subject of 
and 1 am delighted to know, that ho is to be with 

(Cheers.) He bears in his own state the name of
that of

Sunday
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the “ consecrated pork packer,” (laughter), his business being 
pork packing. It only occupies his time part of the year, dttri 
remainder instead of travelling for pleasure, he devotes his time to 1 
School work ; and there ftro more than a dozen men like him in Illinois 
And I am glad he is coming- here to talk to 
in relation to 
in Illinois to
of it shall bo visited by these volunteer missionaries 
tried paid missionaries, and at 

r for that
more thoroughly ..... -
banner State in relation to this matter ol Sabbath School org 
There is not a county or a township that has not been visited, and tl _ 
waste places sought out and a Sabbath School established. Mr. Rey
nolds’ remarks were the chief feature in the discussion on that point; 
and I refer to them because 1 feel, as was remarked by your retiring 
chairman, that this is the work that now remains for this Association. 
Our Annual Meeting is a good thing ; it warms our hearts, it enlightens
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our minds, it sends us home better fitted for our work than before ; but 
it only teaches a few. We want to carry the fire wo have here into every 
locality, and we shall never have accomplished our work as an Association 
till we have distributed what we receive here over even/ part of the country ; 
till we have stirred up parents and teachers in all parts of the land, to 
see to it that nowhere are the young left without the advantages of 
Sabbath School. Then we had a very excellent address from Rev. Dr. 
Hall formerly of Dublin, now of New York, in which he compared Sun
day School work in Europe and in America. The sketch he gave was 
very lucid, concise and impartial ; and the conclusion ho came to was, 
that while the Sabbath School here was made more of—more money 
expended on it, more even of enthusiasm and excitement concerning it 
in America, yet, for solid, instructive work, the palm must be given to 
those upon the other side of the Atlantic. But let mo say here, that 
there was one feature that wo never can forget in relation to the meeting 
at Newark—there was no nonsense, no sensationalism about it ; and I 
came home with the absorbing impression that the Sunday School 
in the States*aro upon the right track—that they are for sound, 
rough Biblical instruction. Then we had a noble address—a masterpiece
_from Mr. Trumbull, on the relation of the Family to the Sunday School.
He discussed the common objection, that the Sunday School interferes 
with family instruction. This was a subject upon which he had been 
gathering information for many years, and the conclusion ho came to 
after a most careful historical review, was, that so far from the Sabbath 
School superseding home instruction, it was a great aid to it ; that 
home instruction, before the Sabbath School was started, was not so 
good ns it is now. Then we had an address from Henry Ward Beecher, 
on Missions in connection with Sabbath Schools, especially in cities. A 
very admirable address it was, marked by all Mr. Beecher’s character
istics, his wit, wisdom, geniality and large-hearted sympathy with the 
poor and suffering. But I was a little amused when, being/h his own 
Sabbath School the next Sabbath day,, 1 heard the Superintendent 
remark that, while Mr. Beecher wont away from home to talk about 
Sunday Schools, it was not often they had him in his own school. It 
may bo some consolation to some of us to know that, in one thing at 
least, we may perhaps be able to excel the great Henry Ward Beecher 
himself—though exceedingly fond of children, lie cannot talk to them. 
However, his account of the Bethel Meetings in Brooklyn was extremely 
interesting. It is a Mission established by his own church—the building 
itself cost $60,UX), and it was paid for out of the surplus pew rents of 
Plymouth Church. There is there a very admirably organized Sunday 
School, a reading room for working men and a room in the basement 
for boys. It is situated near the wharves in Brooklyn, and is intended 
to be a counter attraction to the. saloons that abound there, where so 
many of the working classes become ruined for time and eternity. So 
far the experiment worked well, and Mr. Beecher was very earnest and 
emphatic in following out this lino of thought, that it was not only 
necessary for the good of that class which it was intended directly to 
benefit, but also for the church that undertook the work, to have such a 
work in hand ; and that unless a church engaged in some work of that 
kind, it would cense to thrive and to grow spiritually.

Rev. Mr. Mari.ino at this time supplied an omission he had made in 
his report of the National Convention yesterday, which has been intro
duced in its proper place. He had an excellent address from Rev. Dr.
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the best means of increasing the spirituality and efficiency 
School. The speech was one of the brightest gems of the 

meeting. It was a summing up of the results of nearly fifty 
experience in the work, and well worthy the careful perusal of 
Sunday School laborer.

One feature of the meeting at Newark we have imitated hero, and I 
believe with profit—that of meeting in different sections. Wo had there 
six sections—Pastors, Superintendents, Bible-class Teachors,’'intermediate 
class Teachers. Infant-class Teachers and Librarians and Secretaries. These 
sections meeting in different places, and reporting the 
meetings to the Convention, wore the moans of bringing tog 
amount of useful, practical information. 1 hope wo shall 
work the experiment as well as it was worked there. 1 feel that I have 
given you a very lame and imperfect sketch of this groat meeting. The 
spirit was most harmonious. As a brother said at the closing meeting, 
we hardly knew to what denomination wo belonged. Every one entered 
into the work with great enthusiasm, and when they united in singing 
their national or religious songs, the effect was grand. I foci I person
ally owe a debt of gratitude to my brethren who did mo the honor of 
selecting me as the representative of Canada in the National Sunday 
School Convention of the United States, and I hope that nothing will 
ever occur to prevent this interchange of visits and brotherly courtesy. 
If you could have hoard how our brethren there, in response to our 
words of salutation, joined in repelling the thought that there ever 
should bo war between Britain and America, it would have done your 
hearts good. Let us keep up this “provoking of one another to love 
and good works.’’ Let us go there to learn all that we can, and let us 
receive our brethren with equal heartiness when they come amongst us 
(Loud cheers).

The hymn, commencing 
sung by Mr. Phillips.

On motion of Mr
Messrs. W. J. McCalla and Daniel McLean 
audit the Treasurer's Account.
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“ 0 what arc you going to do?” was then

D. W. Beadle, seconded by Rev. Mr. Rowe, 
were appointed Auditors, to
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DELEGATES FROM OTHER BODIES. it
tlThe Chairman iuvitod any delegates from other bodies that 

were present to take seats on the platform, and to address the 
Convention.

h
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Rev. John McKillican, Agent of the Sunday School Union, 
was first introduced. He said the Canada Sunday School Union had 
been engaged for the last thirty-two years by means of agents 
in the distribution of books to Sabbath Schools in assisting and 
encouraging poor schools, and in establishing now schools in 
destitute parts of the country. The Union was composed of all 
Protestant Evangelical denominations, and all their work is
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dono with the unanimous approval of them all. Their object is 
to bring together Christians of all denominations engaged in 
the religious instruction of the young, in places where a denomi
national school could not be supported, lie lately visited several 
townships and founded schools. In one township ho visited, 
thero were four schools in operation ; he organized four more, 
and was the means of very greatly improving those that wore 
established. In another township he found throe sabbath schools 
in operation, and in a little while four more were started< In 
another township there was only one sabbath school ; ho loft 
it with four more in vigorous operation. In another ho found 

there arc now eight, lie might go on at length
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only two ; _
enumerating the schools founded in different parts of the country,

, but he had said enough to indicate the nature and extent of their 
work. In one place ho found 103 children attending the day 
school, but no sabbath school. When he enquired the reason of 

“ wo don’t fool able to teach a class.”
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leeting, 
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singing 
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Sunday 
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this, the answer was
Under such circumstances they wore accustomed to hold week
day meetings of the teachers to instruct and encourage thorn. 
This was no rare case, but one they mot with continually. If 
there was one thing our Dominion needed to-day more than 
another, it was that sabbath schools should be planted in all the 

tlying districts, irrespective of denominations. lie hold it 
the right and privilege of every church to have its own 

school. Ho would yield to no man in his love for church doctrine, 
but thero were places whore we must lay everything denomi
national aside, and unite together or no Sunday school could bo 
carried on. They had every reason to be encouraged in this 
work, and ho trusted they would receive that aid and assistance 
from Christians of all denominations that would enable them 
to prosecute the work with more vigor in the future. (Cheers.)

ltev. Wm. Bee, a delegate from the Primitive Methodist 
Conference, was the next speaker. He said thero 
exceedingly delightful to his mind, in seeing so many 
ministers and lay brethren from different parts of the country, 
for the purpose of adopting measures that have for their object 
the salvation of the children of our beloved land. One Christian 
historian had said that his belief was that the faithful and true 
of all denominations would be found in the day of the Lord ta 
be members of Christ’s church, and that, ho believed, was the 
conviction of the members of this Convention, lie remembered 
reading a speech delivered by a Wesleyan clergyman in Spur
geon’s Tabernacle, in London, in which the sneaker said that ho 
was reminded of the dew-drops upon the shrubs. Before the h 
sun arose thoy were distinct drops of water, but when the 
arose it attracted thorn all into one. It was this union of thought, 
this oneness in Christ, that originated this Association. With
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regard to the Conference of which lie was a representative, ho 
might bay that there was a, growing interest on their part in 
this blessed work of Sabbath Schools. It was determined at 
their last Conference, that, at their next Conference, half-a-day 
should be sot apart, entirely for the consideration of this subject. 
They also felt a deep interest in this Convention, and had sent 
four delegates to it. Ilis hearty prayer was that such measures 
might be adopted at this Convention, as would result in the 
salvation of the rising generation. (Cheers.)

Mr. James McGuire, agent of the Sabbath School Missionary 
Union of Ontario, thanked the Convention for the interest they 
had shown in
That organization was started in

rage those Sabbath Schools that were already organized, and 
where there wore none, to organize them. He had gone through 
the Muskoka and other districts up that way, and had found the 
people in some places destitute of religious instruction. Ho 
had preached in one place where they had no preaching for 
years. In another place a man told him ho had not heard a 
sermon for fourteen years. In these districts they had founded 
between forty and fifty Sabbath Schools since the organization 
of the Ontario Sabbath School Missionary Union. lie came to 
the Convention not in any way to interfere with the operations 
of the Association, but to the extent of his power to co-operate 
with them in their work. This Association was doing a great 
work, and he would conclude by applying to them the words 
of the poet :

wht
thii

by
We
to t
rig*

the organization of which he was a delegate. 
L organization was started in February last ; its object 
to send out agents to visit destitute districts, and to encou-
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(Cheers). A collection was then tufiron up, after which
Mr. Phillips made some remarks upon Sabbath School 

singing. People had sometimes asked him why lie eung the old 
tunes so much. Because the old tuntis were the cream of our 
music. We grew, tired of most of the new tunes, but always 
returned with pleasure to such old tunes as “Itock of Ages.” 
He did not know what the church would do without the old 
hymns. All lie had to say upon Sunday school and church 
music could bo summed up in a very few words. If Sunday 
schools wore to use more of the solid, substantial hymns and 
tunes, such as we use in our churches, and if our churches 
would adopt the Sunday school mode of rendering their music, 
which is universally congregational, then our Sunday schools 
would avoid light, meaningless hymns and times, and our 
churches would roach the lwrbs of the flock, and both old and
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young would grow up to love and praise God together; and 
what a beautiful sight that,would be. One of the most important 
things in our Sunday schools and churches is to select the proper 
tunes for the occasion. 0, how often have I soon a Sunday 
school lesson imprinted on the hearts of the children, and then, 
by the selection of some inappropriate song, all swept away. 
\Vc should guard against this, and select the hymn to correspond 
to the lesson. The right hymn in the right place, sung in the 
right spirit, will always have the right effect.

Mr. Phillips then led the audience in singing several pieces, 
and concluded with singing, by request, “Your Mission.”

Mr. McLean, from the Business Committee, reported the 
programme of the next day's proceedings.

Rev. T. Alexander, of Percy, then pronounced the benedic
tion, and the Convention adjourned till the following morning.
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SECOND DAY—MORNING SESSION.

The Convention opened at 8:30 a. m., and spent the first 
three-quarters of an hour in devotional exorcises, led by Rev. 
William Hall, of Prescott. On the President’s taking the chair, 
the minutes of previous meeting were road and approved. The 
Auditors reported that they had examined the Treasurer’s 
Account, and found it correct.

Mr. Phillips sang “ Keep on Praying to the End."
William Reynolds, Esq., of Peoria, III., was then intro

duced, and very cordially received by the Convention. He 
nail!—It has been my desire for several years to meet the Sab
bath School workers of this Dominion, and to consult with them 
with regard to the great cause in which wo arc all so actively 
engaged. And I trust 1 shall be able to carry homo with me 
many wise suggestions. Wo arc prosecuting the work with a 
groat deal of energy at the present time. In my own State, the 
Sabbath School cause has never been in such a flourishing 
condition as now. 1 have just returned from the southern part 
of Illinois—called Egypt, some say on account of its darkness 
(laughter), others because of the large amount of corn raised 
there. I am glad to say the work is being prosecuted there 
with zeal and earnestness. It shall bo my privilege probably 
at another time, to speak more at length with regard to the 
work in our State, and 1 will therefore say no more now. (Cheers.)
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the legitimate province of the sabbath 
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Rev. E. Ebbs, of Ottawa, was called on to introduce this tli
subject.

SiHe said—A school is, of course, a provision for learners. It 
should be taken for granted that a school means work. Even a 
gymnastic school, or a dancing school contemplates work ; not 

entertainment and amusement.
A Sabbath School provides work for both teachers and 

scholars suitable for the holy day. It cannot legitimately 
undertake work of a secular kind, such as is prosecuted in the 
every-day school. Under peculiar circumstances indeed, some 
secular work may be a necessary part of the Sabbath School 
curriculum, ns when the first elements of literature cannot 
otherwise be acquired. In such case these may be indispensable 
as means to a higher end. Happily the advancement of popular 

, education has greatly lessoned the Sabbath School Teacher's 
work in this preparatory department. Though many infants 
who cannot read are scholars in the Sabbath School, the work 
of teaching them to read is generally so well provided for by 
the common day school, that the Sabbath School Teacher may, 
in most cases, leave this to others, and devote his undivided 
energies1 to. the impartation of religious truth. Infants may 
learn very much of this before they have acquired the art of 
reading. This art they are sure, in ordinary circumstances, to 
acquire soon enough, whereas, in most cases, their thoughts will 
not be engaged on religions truth, even by Christian parents, so 
thoroughly and impressively as by a well qualified and earnest 
Sabbath School Teacher.

In this respect the modern Sabbath School has attained a 
much higher spiritual and religious character than those estab
lished by Martin Luther in Germany, or by Robert Raikes in 
England. One prominent purpose with both these pioneers in 
this branch of Christian enterprize, was “to instruct children 
and youth, that could not attend day schools, in the art of reading, 
that they might thereby bo bettor able to read the Holy 
Scriptures.” Mr. Raikes at first, and for more than two years, 

fined his efforts to the vicious street-children of Gloucester]; 
and when he published in his own newspaper, the ‘ Gloucester 
Journal,’ a report of his efforts (November, 1783) a London mer
chant, Mr. William Fox, determined to try Raikes’ Sunday 
School system in the Metropolis, “ substituting the Sunday for 
the week-day school,” or more correctly, supplying by gratuitous 
Sunday Schools the lack of other available secular instruction. 
This was the character of the work undertaken by the Society
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for promoting Sunday Schools in tho British Dominions," which 
ill 1186 reported 250.000 children under Sunday School instruc
tion in England. It was little more than,secular primary 
instruction that was thus imparted, on the basis of the Biblo as 
the reading book. And in the circumstances this was a very 
great advantage ; as the greater part of that quarter million of 
Sunday School Scholars never had been in any other school, and 
but for this provision, might have grown up to manhood and 
womanhood, without knowing their letters. A far more oxcol- 

of educating tho masses than over prevailed in Britain, 
rural an well ns town

VTII

ice this

Even a 
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bv the free day school, has supplied our 
and city population witli a thorough system of instruction avail
able to the poorest. ,

There may bo in most Sabbath Schools some exceptional 
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of gross ignorance, which require preparatory work. This
should bo supplied by special and separate instruction, ------
to retard tho whole school. But ns a rule our Canadian Sabbath 
School* need not provide any secular instruction. This so far from 
lessoning thoir importance, immensely increases their capa-

so as not

icssuuiiiK «'nu»» ........, . *,
bility of becoming a spiritual and etermd blessing. As secular 
schools, Sunday Schools never did supply ntorc than the sinfplest 
elements in spelling and reading, and in tho circumstances they 
could do no more. Even in these departments tho service they 
could render was not of a high order. Yet this secular work so 
engrossed tho limited time, that very few minutes were available 
for moral and religious instruction, which wo now regard as tho 
only legitimate work of tho Sabbath School. This range of 
truths extends further, and rises higher than all other themes of 

" * time and attention than thothought. It demand» far ,, ,
whole Sabbath School hour. Yet a wise economy of the few 
fleeting minute» sacred to class exorcises in earnest Biblical 
study may lay an adequate foundation, and impart.intorest and 

to the life-long pursuit of this Divine knowledge, and may 
Fond to life overlustihg. Every minute of class exercise should 
be devoted in some form to this work ; otherwise it cannot bo 
effectively done. Every Sabbath School Teacher should be 
wholly and heartily engrossed in this work. “ This one thing
1 d°Tho Sabbath School should bo as sacred to strictly religious 

education as tho Sabbath pulpit. Not only does the duo 
observance of this holy day demand such improvement of the 
hour but regard for tho host interests of the scholars, dictates 
such’a course of instruction. All tho exorcises of the Sabbath 
School should1 bo as entirely Sabbatic as tho solemn services of 
the Sanctuary. This does not nocossitato tho repression of 
youthful vivacity. True religion is 
although its professors may often thus misrepresent it, and its
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enemies thus caricature it. Of course the compact and weighty 
words which stimulate and nourish adult hearers might he quite 
dull and uninteresting, because unintelligible to children. But 
the same substantial verities of the Kingdom of Christ, and 
salvation by Him may be simplified to the child’s stylo and 
capacity of thought. ïf skilfully and earnestly done, the instruc
tions thus imparted in the several classes, and in the general 
exercises, the sacred songs sung, and the prayers offered, will 
be as intensely Christian in their character, ami as saving 
in their tendency as the most spiritual solemnities of the 
Sanctuary.

So much for the legitimate matter of instruction. Let us now 
consider the legitimate material to be wrought upon by moans of 
the Sabbath School.

At the outset of this ontorprizo only the illiterate and neg
lected street children wore thought of, as Sunday School 
Scholars ; and their elementary requirements were the utmost 
at first provided for. Infirm and aged women were often hired 
to teach the letters and spelling. None would now-a-days accept 
that as the only legitimate province of the Sabbath School. It 
is no longer restricted to the indigent, or the uneducated. All 
social grades of youth are found blending indiscriminately in 
our Sabbath Schools; and for this good reason, that, all alike 
need the moral and religious influences there exerted. They 
have ceased to bo merely supplementary to the primary day 
school ; and have assumed the higher character of Christian 
Schools, devoted exclusively to'the teaching of “ the Truth as it 
is in Jesus.”

It may be asked—“Why should the Sabbath School under
take the religious education of thé youth belonging to Christian 
parents?”

We answer— “ Because it is an efficient supplementary
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When the Christian parents have diligently done their part, 
the Sabbath School supplies additional influences, greatly con
ducive to religious quickening of the youthful hbart. The 
associations, the personal dealings, the variety of exorcises, all 
tend to quicken thought and impart freshness and impressive
ness to familiar truths. It might as reasonably be urged that 
well instructed adults, having studied the Word of God at home, 
have no need of the preached Gospel, and of the adult Bible 
Class, as that well instructed youths have no need of the Sabbath 
School. These instrumentalities operate in very similar ways, 
and by the same social laws. If, as all will admit, such moans 
of grace as wo have named are not unnecessary to the well 
informed adult, certainly those same adapted to the youthful 
capacity, must bo of great value as a quickening agency in the
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rciiKious cultiu-o of the young, even when their home privileges 
■ of tho very highest order. In ordinary circumstances it is 

not possible to secure in tho family circle, all the competitive 
and sympathetic stimulus supplied by a well conducted Sabbath 
School.
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The alleged evil incidentally arising from the general 
adoption of this institution,—its unwarranted substitution in 
place of the parental school by some who should know better,— 
is'no just cause of complaint against the Sabbath School. What 
good thing is there under the sun, that ignorant or evil minds 
have not perverted to unlawful uses? The Sabbath School has 
never assumed parental responsibilities ; nor has it designedly 
released the parent front any portion of these. It proposes to 
second, and supplement his endeavours ; not to lessen them. 
Nothing should be permitted to come between the Christian 
parents and their children, to weaken in the slightest degree the 
!.ensc of responsibility on either side. The family is God’s 
positive institution, admirably adapted to be a School of Godly 
virtue ; and it is the aim and tendency of the Sabbath School to 
make the family what it was intended to be, the fertile nursery 
of the Church’s youth, producing altogether a Godly seed— 
“trees of righteousness, the planting of the Lord, that He may 
be glorified.” Its legitimate bearing on the Family is “ to turn 
the hearts of tho fathers to their children, and the hearts of the 
children to their fathers.” Those parents who most cordially 
co-operate with the Sabbath School, have the fullest experience 
of its auxiliary influence in the family training. Those youth 
are most richly favoured whose homo instruction in the things 
of Christ holds them in eomnletc connection with the Sabbath 
School, and with the Pastoral oversight. There should bo no 
thought of these as rival relations, or as independent one of the 
other. All together they may work out most blessed results; 
but tho highest efficiency of any one of these three-fold agencies 
cannot be attained without their combined action.

A very large majority of tho scholars in our Sabbath Schools, 
however, have no other religious instruction than that supplied 
in the school. Tho proportion of parents who entirely neglect 

Even among professing Christians this 
Careful observation
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this duty is very great 
sinful negligence is lamentably prevalent 
even among those of good repute in every respect, convinces tho 
writer that “the families that call not upon the Lord” con
stitute tho great majority of households represented 
ordinary worshipping assemblies. In such families of course 
there is no domestic religious training. Some vainly sock 
shelter from self-reproach for such shameful neglect ot duty, 
behind the Sabbath School, as though it had undertaken to do

In proportion as they;this for them !—a mere subterfuge
3
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value the services rendered by the Sabbath School, their own 
conscience condemns them for their own culpable omission.

Among such households the Sabbath School affords the only 
reasonable hope of rescuing the children from utter godlossnoss. 
This is a very wide province to occupy; ami though not so 
promising in results as the well trained youth of such households 
as Abraham's, they are more susceptible to religious impression 
now, than in all probability they ever will be. The Sabbath 
School Teacher has more likelihood than the Pastor, or any 
other agency, of winning them to Christ, experience has 
abundantly shewn the infinite importance of diligently prose
cuting this work, by the very largo number of such youths 
early converted, and devoted to the Saviour’s service throughout 
a long and useful life.

Even these godless parents are often reached by the Gospel 
through the Sabbath School Scholar. Few parents are so 
opposed to godliness that they would resist the kindly advances 
of the Sabbath Schqaj Teacher, who without foe or earthly 
reward, seeks the littic ones as scholars. A lady who frankly 
avowed to the writer her own and her husband’s disbelief in the 
existence of a heaven or a boll, added “ but we would not have
our children know this on any account, for if they they did, wo 
should’nt be able to do anything with them.” Though they 
may seek to establish their own minds in unbelief and error, 
they7 seldom object to their children being trained after a godly 
sort. Many a parent has thus been reached through the child. 
The order of nature has been inverted by grace. “ Out of the 
mouths of babes and sucklings God hath ordained strong 
The success that has rewarded wise and faithful efforts in behalf 
of this class of families magnifies the importance of this instru
mentality so that it is fully entitled to rank among the most 
efficient of our day. Through this agency many thousands of 
vicious, disorderly, pestilent homes have been transformed and 
purified. Whole neighborhoods of such families have been 
reclaimed and gathered into Christian assemblies, and blessed 
with all the fullness of Gospel grace and salvation. Indeed 
this agency, where it has been energetically and prayerfully 
employed, has come nearest of all modern appliances toward 
solving the social problem—“How to reach the godless masses, 
and raise them to a higher moral and religious plane of life?”

There is a yet higher province of work legitimately belong
ing to the Sabbath School, namely, the whole adult congrogati 
No exercises could bo more promotive of the Kingdom of Christ 

g full grown men and women, than those of the Sabbath 
School. Of course the stylo of exercises would vary according 
to the intelligence and capacity of the class. There is no limit 
to the adaptations of this order of instrumentality, but that
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«rising from tho competency of the teacher. With suitable 
teachers, all ages ami grades of scholars might be instructed 
and interested. There is no reason why tho Sabbath School, 
any more than tho day school should be restricted to the ele
mentary departments. As the primary scholar advances to the 
Intermediate, then to the High School, and still ascends, if so 
disposed, to tho Grammar School, and the College, so should 
the Christian scholar continue a learner after arriving at mature 
age; and such adult studies can he much more advantageously 
pursued in association with others, under a competent instruc
tor, than alone. An eminent Diviuo lately deceased, declared 
to the writer that ho believed ho had done more good by his 
twenty-five years labours in a Sabbath Bible Class of forty or 

(more College Students, than by all his pulpit ministrations. 
The two requisites in order to this enlargement of tho province 
of the Sabbath School, are willingness on the part of adults i<> 
learn and aptness to teach such advanced scholars. Tho time may 
come when one of tho ordinary diets of public worship will give 
place to tho Sabbath School, in which the Pastor and whole 
congregation shall engage in class exercises suited to all capaci
ties. This has already been done in a few instances, with most 
encouraging results.
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LETTER PROM REV. EDWARD EGGLESTON.

Rev. W. Millard read tho following letter from Rev. 
Edward Eggleston of Chicago:—

Office of tho National Sabbath School Teacher, 
Chicago, Oct 11, 1869.

Tub IIkv. Wm. Millard,
My Dbar Sir,—At the last moment I must give up my cherished expec

tation of enjoying the meeting of your Convention. The serious illness of a 
member of my family places it quite out of my power to attend the Provincial 
Convention. I hope this will not be a disappointment to the Convention, 
who will have so many able Sunday School men in attendance, It is 
a grievous disappointment to me. I regret that an oversight of the Executive 
Committee of our National Convention left us without a delegate to vour 
body, but Mr. William Reynolds, a member of that committee, will be with 
you 1 hope, and will be able to tell how much we enjoyed the visit of Rev. 
Messrs. Marling and Sutherland at Newark. I feel more interest than I know 
how to express in the Sunday School work in the Dominion, and hope yet to 

ur laborers in the facelook yo
Praying that the blessing of God may be with you, I am, with great

respect,
Very cordially yours,

EDWARD EGGLESTON.
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DISCUSSION ON DEV. MR. EBBS’ ADDRESS. I».

ii
tlThe Chairman announced that the subject of Rev. Mr.

The Legitimate Province of the Sabbath tlEbbs' Address
School "—was open for general discussion in speeches not ex
ceeding three minutes.

Rev. J. McKillican said there were sections of the country 
where the Sabbath School teachers were not able to entertain 
the classes in any useful way ; they simply have the lesson, and 
very frequently the only books used are the common school 
text-books. The teachers were afraid to go beyond that ; they 
thought they were not qualified. Of course in the older sections 
of the country things wore different, and then the standard of 
Sabbath School instruction might be raised with profit, but in 
the rear sections the difficulty was to get any kind of teachers.

Rev. John Carroll, of Toronto, was much pleased with the 
sentiments of Mr. Ebbs' Address. His opinion was, that only 
religious instruction should bo taught in the Sabbath School. 
The Sabbath School should stand in the closest possible connection 
with the Church. It should bo in fact the Church among the 
children. Every Church of sufficient strength to maintain a 
Sabbath School, should have one in connection with it. lie was 
decidedly in favour of denominational Sabbath Schools where 

possible. The Sabbath School was almost the only moans 
by which the Church trained the young in the standards of the 
Church. The Sabbath School was the only means the Church 
had of training a class of persons corresponding with the 
catechists of the Primitive Church, and it was the duty of the 
Church to take hold of the Sabbath School and make it as useful 
and interesting as possible.

Mr. R. Rutheuforo, Pelerboro, would have been glad had 
the excellent Address of Mr. Ebbs touched on the subject of 
libraries—whether it was within the Province of the Sabbath 
School to become a circulating library. It was a question in his 
mind whether they were not spending a groat deal too much 
time and money on Sabbath School libraries, and whether they 
were not actually producing evil by the present class of litera
ture in their schools. (Hear, hear.) It was a question that was 
engaging the attention of many Sunday School workers, whether 
they would not profit by the abolition of Sunday School libraries. 
Books had become so cheap and within the reach of every 
person, that it was scarcely worth while to undergo all the 
trouble and annoyance and loss of time that the distribution of 
a Sabbath School Library caused. It might have produced good 

' in some places, perhaps they might be absolutely necessary in
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Komo schools, but in our towns and cities and mes to our villages, 
books were so easily obtained that lie thought it would be to the 
i torost of schools to abolish the libraries altogether. Some held 
that they coufd not start a Sabbath School without a library ; but 
iho bible and some singing books were all that were wanted to 

lie would like to hear the opinion of other
v. Mr. 
abbath

teach a child Christ 
delegates on this subject.

Warren Martin, of Chatham, remarked that it had 
Sabbath School Libraries, thatMrwintry

school 
I they

ith the

School.
motion

moans

Church 
lb the 
of the 
useful

been objected to Urn abolition ot 
the children would not come to the school d they could get no 
books In answer to that objection, lie would say that lor the 
tot year hie school had dispensed with the library altogether, 
«id their attendance, instead of decreasing, had increased.

C. Ashdown, of Toronto, said the services ot the 
Sanctuary were frequently beyond the capacity of the children ; 
thoy could not understand them. In this respect the Sabbath 
School had supplied a very great want, bringing the teaching of 
God’s word down to the comprehension of the children.

Mr A Beeve, of Toronto, rose to hear his testimony to the 
tr„th ui one remark made by Mr. Ebbs, to the effect that many 
nnrents rejoiced to have their children under religious instruc
tion who themselves wore irreligious, lie would mention an 
instance that came under his own personal observation, lhe 
firm of which he was a member, employed a number of men, 

of whom wore irreligious, and who openly declared their 
the truths of the gospel, yet they all send their 

the Sabbath School, and wished to have their 
It was one of the strongest 

uld but

Mu. AN

unbelief in 
children to
children taught in religious matters 
arguments in favour of our holy religion that 
help recognizing its beneficial effects upon t 
Though they themselves may bo irreligious, they dare not refuse 
their children religious instruction. .

Mr W. P. Lacey, of Kingston, was very much impressed 
with the remark in Mr. Ebbs’ admirable address, in reference to 
the duty of parents. During the whole of his twenty-five years 
experience as a Sabbath School teacher, his great difficulty was 
to reach the parents, and got them to take an interest in the 
Sabbath School. He could not agree with the remark ot a 
delegate about the abolition of Sabbath School Libraries. 
(Hoar, hoar.) Wo had a great deal of light trashy yellow- 
backed literature in our midst in the present day, and the 
Sabbath School Library was a good counteractive influence.
<'H°Mrh Robert McLean, of Gaft, said the Pastor of his church 

followed the plan of preaching four sermons in the year specially 
fob the young of the congregation. This plan remedied in a 
Jcat measure the evil complained of by Mr. Ashdown, that the
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children could not understand the services of the sanctuary. 
It was a plan, he thought, worthy of general adoption. With 
reference to the manner of reaching godless parents of children 
attending the Sabbath School, the best way was for the Teachers 
to visit these parents and show them that they take an interest 
not only in their children, hut themselves.

Mr. Tiios. Kirk, of Newmarket, said his experience of 
Sabbath School Libraries was, that they were a source of annoy
ance and took up valuable time of the School. He was not in 
favor of abolishing thorn, but thought they should not he allowed 
to interfere with the teaching. The plan of distributing the 
books in man}- Schools interfered very much with the 

s; this should bo remedied, or the libraries would do more 
than good. In his own Bible-Class ho would never allow 

a single book to come near the class while the teaching was 
going on.
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A Delegate suggested that as Mr. Grafton was to read a 
paper to the Convention specially on the subject of libraries, it 
would bo well to postpone further discussion on it till that paper 
was before thorn.

tlI
h

Mr. Tiios. Nixon, of Toronto, said that in some of their 
Sabbath Schools in Toronto, they departed from the ordinary 
lesson four times in the year, and had in place an address from 
some Sabbath School worker that could speak to children. On 
those occasions the parents attended along with their children, 
and their interest in the school was maintained. With regard 
to the distribution of library books in his school it never interfered 
with the teaching ; the librarian always gave out the books half 
an hour before the exercises of the school began.

Rev. J. Hunt, of Aurora, would like to hear an expression 
of opinion with reference to the propriety of holding teachers’ 
meetings for business on the Sablmth day. In many places it 
was almost impossible to got teachers to attend 
mooting, and so they met on the Sabbath, 
should ho sanctioned.

Thi# closed the discussion. Hymn—h Battling for the 
Lord," was sung by Mr. Phillips, the audience joining in the 
chorus.
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He doubted if this

EARNESTNESS AND SKILL.

Rev. Dr. Burns, of Chicago, in the absence of Rev. E. 
Eggleston, addressed the Convention on the above subject. Ho 
said : I did not expect to have to talk upon this theme. I am 
very sorry that, by reason of domestic affliction, my brother, 
Mr. Eggleston, is not with us, and that you are deprived of his

!
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mary. ■ a,r0 counsels and earnest appeals. I am glad, however, that

With ■ brother Reynolds is here as representing that important work
ildren ■ wjt], which Mr. Eggleston is connected. You arc accustomed,
ichors ■ t (jare pay, to hoar the irrepressible American Eagle, and the
terest H roar 0f the British Lion ; by way of variety—it might not bo

unpleasant to hear a specimen of the American Lion. (Laughter.)
CO of ■ As to my brother Iloynolds, I can say you will find him a glorious
nnoy- I trood fellow; ho has the name of being the most blessed pork-packer
lot in ■ jn a|| the American Union. (Laughter.) I am to speak to you
lowed ■ on “Skill and Earnestness." Earnestness T would regard as an
g the important element in skill in teaching; so that wo may take up
i the the subject of skill in teaching, regarding earnestness as one of
more features. Simplicity 1 think is a very important part of skill
allow jn teaching. There is a groat difference, however, between being

l was simple and silly, between being child-like and childish. The
more we have of pictorial illustrations the better. Wo know 
that hod in the infancy of the Church used similitudes; and our 
Lord in teaching the people, drew his illustrations from objects 
around him. We need more of Ilis simplicity in teaching. I 
have heard some teachers use words of great length—utterly 
incomprehensible to the children. “Deity is my pastor, 1 will 
not be indigent,”—is no improvement upon, “The Lord is my 
Shepherd, I shall not want." “I would rather 
with the understanding, than ton thousand words in an unknown 
tongue.” Simplicity, as an element in skilfulnoss in teaching, 
should bo very prominent. Suggcstivonoss is another clement.
The teacher should seek to draw out the pupil, endeavour to 
develop the mind ; as our sainted brother Pardee used to-day,
“never tell n child anything you can get a child to tell you.
Liveliness is also an important element in skill in teaching- 
activity in the whole manner and bearing of the teacher. But 
the grand element is love to the Saviour. Tt was not without 
reason that the Master questioned Peter three times as to Ins 
love for Him—he wished to give prominence to the importance 
of love to the. Saviour. “Lovcst thou me more than these (
Do you give me the preference over your business, over your 
associates. “ Lovcst thou me move than these ? "—then “ feed my 
lambs." Love to the Saviour, to the good Shepherd of the sheep, 
i„ the only thing that will sustain us in fulfilling His command—•

“ feed my lambs.” Wo may enter upon the work without it, and 
well for a while, but depend upon it, wo shall soon 
grow weary if we have not love to the Saviour. This may help 
us to solve the problem as to whether unconverted persons 
shall he teachers. Let them teach, and depend upon it, they will 
soon either give up the work altogether, or have the lovo of 
God enkindled in their \wsl*i-rThc next element in skill in 

teaching, is love to theJUtlc ones. We need more of that lovo
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which prompted the Saviour when on earth to say, “ Sutler little 
children to come unto me.” The only account in which wo read 
of Jesus being greatly displeased was when there was a lack of 
tender interest manifested on the part of His disciples towards 
little children. Love, then—love to the Saviour and love to the 
dear children are grand elements, or rather are one grand 
element in true aptness to teach. Then, patience and perseve
rance are important features—no growing weary in well-doing, 
as some are apt to do. 1 think it was Ralph Wells that told the 
story of Aunt Polly, who taught a class of young men. One 
very stormy night she sallied forth to the place of mooting, 
having faith that she could do some good even though only a 
few would he there. She found only one young .man present. 
Some time after a little piece of blood-stained paper was found 
in the knapsack of a dead soldier on the field of battle, and on 
it these words, “Toll Aunt Polly tl 
night, all the rest would here been 
would have made the storm an excuse for staying at homo, but 
she had faith and was not afraid to face difficulties, and brethren 
I say to you, she has her reward. What is perseverance ? I 
asked a little Scotch lassie that question once, and her answer 
was, “ wait a wee and dinna weary.” Wo must not grow weary 
in well-doing. Ho that gooth forth weeping as he bears the 
seed, “will doubtless ”—there is no doubt about it— 
with rejoicing, bringing his shezw 
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reap in joy." The best element in skill in 

teaching that I would mention is earnestness. You have hoard 
of the bulls of the Ciold Boom. A little while they seemed 
clean mad—perfectly crazy. The Gold Boom was a scene of fanati
cism seldom witnessed. We need zi great deal more of their 
earnestness, of their enthusiasm. What though the world say 
wo are mad, when we can say with the Apostle, “ Whether wo 
be beside ourselves it is to God.” It is a grand cause in which 
to bo beside ourselves. (Cheers.) And we have to doal with a 
merchandize which is infinitely better than the merchandize of 
silver, and the gain thereof than pure gold. Look at our literary 
men, how enthusiastic they get at some of their meetings. No 
one says they are mad. In the market there is no sleepiness; 
amongst the adherents of error there is no want of earnestness. 
It is long since thirty young men of the order of Jesus opened 
their veins, and dipping iheir pens in their blood, wrote a letter 
to their Superior, expressing their willingness to go wherever 
ho was pleased to send them. O that members of the true order 
of Jesus would have more of that enthusiasm, more of that will
ingness to say “ Lord, hero am I, send me wheresoever thou 
pleasost ; where thou gocst I will go, where thou dwellest 1 will

with him.
sow in tears
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Why

there was no
til0 breast of the Father, Son and Holy Ghost, when the grand 
91-homo of the redemption of our world was designed. There 
was n0 lukewarmness in tlio bosom of the Son, when he said 
ejm 1 come to do thy will, 0 Gotti”, There is no lnkowarm- 
ucss’in the blessed Spirit, when becomes from heaven to com
fort the souls of men. There is no lukewarmness among the 
■nmols that desire to look into these things, and there is no 

y lukewarmness in hell. O what intense enthusiasm to destroy 
‘ is manifested by tiro “ ruler of the darkness of this world.”

\nd there is no lukewarmness among His myrmidons on earth.
I know of a young man who went to New York and fell among 
cvii-iissociates, who vowed that they would “sleep not " till they 
laid caused that young man to fall ; and after three days of 

-sistent ctfort they succeeded. 01 friends, we are set for the 
rise or foiling of many : May wo exorcise sleepless vigilonce in 
trying to rescue lost souls; may our sleep be taken away unless 
wo cause- some to vise. Our blessed Master wishes us to bo 
earnest. Ho manifested His wondrous love while on earth by 
continually going about, doing good. “ We would that ye were 
hot ” said some Chinese Converts lately ; “ Wo want men of hot 
hearts to tell ns of the love of Christ.” And that is what all 
Sabbath Schools want—hot hearts to tell the lovo of Christ. 
(Loud cheers.) Tito Hy

“ Realms of the blest.”
was then sung by Mr. Phillips, the audience joining in the
cllOPUS.

The Business Committee reported as to the arrangements 
that had boon made for the meeting of the Sections in the aftcr-

1Œ,SOLUTIONS OF CONDOLENCE.

The following Resolutions wore unanimously adopted:—
Resolved,—That the members of this Convention having 

learned, with deep regret, of the severe domestic affliction which 
Rev. William Millard, in the death of hishas befallen the n , r, , , . c, , .

beloved wife, herself a faithful and successful Sabbath School 
teacher, desire to express their heartfelt sympathy with their 
beloved friend and brother, in his great loss ; and they pray 
that he may richly enjoy the consolation wherewith our loving 
Father comforts his children in all their afflictions. 1audience rose to theirWhen this Resolution was put, the 
feet, and remained standing while Rev. Dr. Burns offered up 

Mr. Phillips then sang “ Calling us away.”prayer.
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hearIt was then moved by D. McLean, Esq., seconded by Rev. 
Joel Briggs, and

Resolved,—That the members of this Provincial Sabbath 
School Convention having learned, with very groat regret of the 
domestic affliction in the family of our very highly esteemed 
brother and co-laborer in the glorious Sabbath School work, Rev. 
E. Eggleston, of Chicago, wo hereby give expression of our 
heartfelt sympathy with our beloved brother—praying that God 
will speedily restore the afflicted one to health—and that a copy 
of the above resolution be sent to him.
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tile !NEXT PLACE OF MEETING.

Rev. II. ChristophEitsoN bogged leave on behalf of seven 
different evangelical denominations of the Town of Galt, to 
extend a cordial invitation to the Association to hold its next 
annual mooting in that Town.

Mr. R. McLean, of Galt, assured the Convention that a most 
cordial welcome was awaiting them at Galt, if they would accept 
the invitation to moot there next year.

The invitation was referred to the Business Committee.

Mr. Phillips sang “ Our Field is the World.”
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DISCUSSION ON EARNESTNESS AND SKILL.

The Chairman announced that this subject was open for 
general discussion.

Rev. Dr. Burns wished to add an instance that came under 
his own observation. A young lady who was unconverted, 
became connected with his school as a teacher. After being 
connected with the school a short time, she told him she felt 
she must do one of two things—either seek the Saviour or give 
up the class. She felt she could no longer teach the truths of 
religion unless she was made to feel their power in her own 
heart. Of course he advised her to seek the Saviour ; she did 
so, and continued to teach. Ho mentioned this instance to 

low the benefits to the young people of becoming Sabbath 
School Tcntjicrs, it was the means, if they were unconverted, 
very often of loading’ to their conversion.

Mr. I). W. Beadle said that while not in the least degree 
underrating earnestness and zeal in a teacher, yet these qualities 
find their full dcvelopcment in prayer. A few days ago ho had
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heard Mr. Ralph Wells speak on the studying of the lesson. 
He said that if ho had only twenty minutes to study his lesson 
in, he would spend ten in prayer. Ho might be permitted to 
mention a case that came under his own observation as superin
tendent, illustrating what ho meant when ho said that our zeal 
and earnestness should find expression largely in prayer. One 
of his teachers had a class of jToung men, of that ago at which 
it was sometimes very difficult to retain them in the school. 
Ho became exceedingly anxious to retain that class in the 
school, but it was difficult to keep them interested in it. He 
took the case to God, and for more than a year he daily laid it 
before the throne of grace, asking God to pour out his Spirit 
upon the class and convert them to Himself. God answered 
these prayers. After his praying for 
the Spirit of God came down upon that class, and every one of its 
members confessed Christ before the world. He has no trouble 
in retaining that class in school now. They arc all wide awake 
and earnest in the study of the Scriptures, and glad when 
Sabbath comes. That is what teachers are looking for, that the 
souls of their scholars may bo sanctified by the Spirit of God. 
The more wo feel our own deficiency, and the more wo depend 
upon Divine wisdom, the more successful wo shall bo.

Rev. E. Ebbs, of Ottawa, related an instance coming within 
his own knowledge, of a lady residing on the west coast of 
Africa, who had a Sunday School class of eight native boys, 
grown up, and very unruly, almost unmanageable at first. But 
by earnest prayer to God, all those eight boys were converted 
and were now preparing to go out as missionaries to their 
benighted countrymen.

Rev. S. Jones, of Belleville, was deeply impressed with the 
fact that earnestness was the great thing. It was true, 
blind zeal would not effect much ; but from his own experience 
in Sunday School teaching, ho was more and more impressed 
with the great importance of teachers having their hearts in the 
work. Heartfelt love for the work was a great means of bring
ing out the intellectual powers ; it stimulated the teacher (who 
might otherwise bo thought unqualified for the work) to devise 
ways and means to interest and improve his scholars. There
fore he felt that earnestness was the most important element of 
success in a teacher. As the great orator had said that action 
was the main thing in oratory, so if he were asked what was the 
first qualification of a teacher he would answer “ earnestness,” 
the second “ earnestness,” the third “ earnestness.”

Mr. W. B. Court, of Montreal, referred to a case illustrative 
of the power of prayer in connection with a Sunday School 
started among Roman Catholic children. The teachers resolved 
to meet every day for half an hour and engage in earnest prayer
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to God that ho would bless their teaching to the conversion of 
souls. Those meetings were continued during the winter, and 
the result was that every one of these Roman Catholic Children 
was brought to a knowledge of the truth, lie montimwxl this 
fact to interest the Convention in this work of French Canadian 
Missions. They were endeavoring to establish Sunday schools 
amongst these people, and in this work they asked the prayers 
of the Christians in Ontario, lie himself had the other day 
started a Sabbath School among the French Canadian children 
in Montreal, lie had four teachers assisting him; their first 
meeting was last Sunday ; they had thirteen children, but they 
hoped to extend their labours.

Mr. W. Reynolds, of Peoria, said there was nothing like 
zeal in the work, lie had heard people talk about zeal without 
knowledge ;~"btit lie would prefer zeal without knowledge to 
knowledge without zeal, any day. God would direct zeal. 
Cold, clammy knowledge without anything to stir it up, was of 
very little use in the world. They had a man out in his State 
who a groat many people say had zeal without knowledge, 
lie know that man, when he could scarcely read, take his bible 
and go before an audience, and try to read it to thorn, spelling 
out the words, and skipping over those he could not. pronounce. 
That man had zeal, and ho was now ono of the mightiest powers 
for good in the State. Ho referred to D. L. Moody, of Chicago. 
(■Cheers.) A gentleman from his Stale said to him the other 
day, “ 1 mot a man in the cars that believes that if a man dies 
unconverted he will bo tor over lost.” Said 1, “why, did you 

a man that believed that before ?” “ Never,” said he,

i:

that
the

can.
(iod
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e
:

“ to my knowledge ; I have seen plenty who profess to believe 
it, but this man actually did believe it.” Why, 1 was sitting in 
the cars when this man came in and commenced talki 
the lovo of Christ, and how good God was 
turned to mo, and said to me, “do you lovo God in your heart?” 
and then ho began talking to mo so earnestly about my soul. 
I never had a man talk to mo so earnestly. At last wo drew 
near a station. Says he, “ 1 got off hero, will you let me have 
a few moments’ prayer, wo may never meet again till we meet 
before the judgment seat of God 
was doing, he had his head down, and 1 never heard such an 
earnest prayer as that man prayed for about about half a minute, 
lie took mo by Iho hand and said, “ Good by, we will meet at 
the judgment seat of God, may 1 meet you at the right hand,” 
and then he was off. 1 seemed almost paralyzed for a moment ; 
then I rushed to the door and asked his name, said he, “ my 
name is 1). L. Moody, of Chicago.” (Cheers.) You know the 
earnestness of that man. I have a lady teacher in my Sabbath 
School who has a class of boys whom she collected from the
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enloons and worst parts of the city. They were the hardest class 
of boys I ever saw. She taught thorn week after week, visited 
them at their homes, down in the saloons and hovels; she worked 
away until her health was broken down. But the boys by her 
means became members of our churches ; one of them was the 
means of the conversion of his father, the keeper of a miserable 
saloon
immortal spirits. A few years ago, at Niagara, the cry went up 
that a man was going over the falls. People rushed down to see 
the poor fellow clinging to a rock just above the falls. Every 
heart was affected ; “ how can that man be saved ? ” was in the 

| mouth of every one. They never saw the man before, but they 
knew he was a poor lost being struggling for life. One man 
cried out, “ I will give a thousand dollars to any person who 
will save him." No one called him mad, no one thought he was 
crazy; it was a noble offer of a generous heart. Undying souls 

rushing on to destruction around us, and shall wo not bo in 
earnest to save them ? Karnestness cannot be counterfeited, 
(iod will be with us and will bless our work if wo are in 
earnest. (Cheers.)

Rev. Joel Brioos, of Georgetown, gave an account of the 
establishment, of a large Sunday School by a little boy. The 
boy had experienced the love of Christ in his own heart, and 
wanted to do something for Jesus. So he went out on the 
streets and got seven lads to promise to meet him next Sabbath 
in his mother’s kitchen. They did so, and lie was greatly 
encouraged. The next Sabbath after, ho had only six, but they 
pledged themselves to continue in the work, and ho took courage. 
The following Sabbath nineteen were present. In the course of 
nine months this little gathering grew to 198. They had to take 
it out of his mother’s kitchen ; churches were thrown open to 
them, and at the end of the year the records of the School 
showed 1UU conversions. Let every member of this Convention 
act in the same spirit as that noble young man, and we shall be 
permitted, iiutho Providence of God, to report at next Conven
tion the conversion of thousands of our children.

This closed the discussion.
Mr. W. J. McCalla, of St. Catharines, was appointed Assistant 

Treasurer during the sessions of the Convention. After the 
singing of a hymn the Convention adjourned at 12.30.
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AFTERNOON SESSION—SECOND DAY.

1
In the afternoon the Convention met in four sections in 

different Churches, viz. : Superintendents, under the charge of 
Mr. Reynolds, in the Wesleyan Church ; Bible Class Teachers,

li..a.'.
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under the charge of the Rev. Mr. Marling, in the Canada 
Presbyterian Church ; Intermediate Class Teachers, under the 
charge of Mr. S. S. Martin, of Toronto, in St. Andrew's Church, 
and Infant Class Teachers, under the charge of Mr. W. P. Lacey, 
of Kingston, met in the Congregational Church.

Jut

hi

tir
la;
co
«1SECOND DAY—EVENING SESSION. h.
It

Every scat in the 
After Devotional Exorcises, led by Rev. R

The Convention assembled at 7 o'clock.
Church was filled.
Boyle, of Brampton,

The Chairman announced that Rev. Principal Nelles, D.D.

th

n
th
thwould speak on

SUNDAY SCHOOLS AND THE NEW DOMINION. W
Rev. Principal Nelles, after some preliminary remarks of a 

personal nature, said :—Childhood is one of heaven s ordinances 
for the advancement of our race. I believe in the convcrtability 

There have boon cases in which men, after 
have been converted. Believing in

dc
Giof an old man 

having grown old in sin
the omnipotence of grace wo should not repudiate a doctrine of 
that kind, oven though it may not have been aGpirmed by mat* 

Unfortunately, however, few such cases are recorded. 
The majority of those who are converted are converted in child
hood. It is not easy to change the views, the sentiments and habits 
of an old man. We know how it was before the Hood when men 
lived well nigh to a thousand years ; the world got to bo so 
wicked that the great Creator swept the race away with a deluge, 

family. After that when tjjfc race began its history 
again, human life was shortened. Things have not gone on any too 
well since that, but we are warranted from what wo learn from the 
old historians to believe that they would have been vastly worse 
if human life had not been shortened. Youth is the time for 
forming the habits and character. The same principle applies 

> to nations as well as to individuals. I know not if there is any 
example in the history of the world of national regeneration. I 
know not a single case in which a nation that has grown old has 

ed its youth and started again upon a career of moral and 
intellectual progress. There may be some approximations to it, 
but the general run of history is in the opposite direction. I 
have often been perplexed with regard to some facts connected 
with the history of the proclamation of the Gospel. I have 
wondered how it was that divine religion, coming down from 
God in the fulness of time, that is to say when the world was
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iuBt ripe and ready for it, was not able to arrest the incipient, 
aye, the progressive decay of the great empire which then em
braced the whole civilized gle^e. I know the marvellous suc- 

that attended the preaching of the gospel in those primitive 
how that the old religions wore driven out, but, as Macau

lay says, though Christianity conquered the Empire, the Emp 
corrupted Christianity, and the results of it stand forth to-day 
upon the Seven Hills whore the modern Babylon sits, swaying 
her sceptre over millions of corrupt adherents of Christianity. 
It was not the inundation of the northern tribes that overturned the 
empire. But for the infusion of new blood from those tribes, and 
the acquisition of a divine religion from heaven wo should not have 

/to-day the nationalities of Northern Europe nor the Christian 
' Churches which wo represent hero to-day. It was not barbarism 
that destroyed the Roman Empire, it was the leaven of the old hea
thenism which put it out of the power of these people to receive 
national regeneration. The same may bo sait! of the Greeks. 
When we think of their national advantages, their climate, their 
soil, their facilities for commerce, the physical vigor of their 
men, one would have supposed that modern times would have 

omethingero this for the revival of Grecian nationality and 
Grecian progress. But all that has been done by the modern 
Greeks themselves, all that has been done by Britain and Ame- 

; has failed to restore Greece. Why, I was reading the other 
day that so far from the government being able to preserve order, 
the robbers have become so strong and so bold that they have 
taken to plundering the government. That may seem a sort of 
political justice, inasmuch as in more favored lands it is the 
government that plunder the people. Of course that is not so 
here now in Britain nor in the United States, (laughter), but, 
after all, it seems to bo the nominal state of things that if there 
is to bo plundering it should bo the government that should put 
their hands in the pockets of the people. But in Greece the state 
of social disorganization is such, that the people have turned to 
plundering the government, and the government are helpless. 
These facts show the importance of a nation as well as individu
als taking the right direction in youth. We are the youngest 
of nations, and the only nation, I believe, born without the bap- 

of blood. (Hear, hear.) I think God has great designs in 
the recovery of our race from its ignorance and its ruined condi
tion spiritually which Ho will in great part accomplish through 
this now world—those now forms of national life and dangers 
which are now appearing upon this broad American Continent.

It was not without a Divine purpose that this great Conti
nent was, in a manner, concealed from view till the time of 
Columbus. If there is any hope of the restoration and regener
ation of these great Oriental Empires, that hope must
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from tho life, the intelligence and religious zeal of the churches 
of the West. I doubt not that this young Dominion will, one 
day, play a noble part in the regeneration of these Oriental 
lands. There is a great nhd noble career open before us ; the 
period through which wo are just now passing, is the period of 
hope, the period of susceptibility, the time when our laws, our 
habit’s ^re to take their mould ; and, therefore, the time when 
wo should see to it that we adhere firmly to the principles of 
Holy Writ, so that our institutions may rest upon a sure founda
tion, and that we may be preserved from the errors and calamities 
in which other nations have been involved. There are three 
groat dangers to which we are • 
aspect of tho question. There is
of tho churches ; it is at least a possibility, as wo must admit 

tho churches that, once flourished upon
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tho shores of tho Mediterranean. There is danger, too, of tho 
corruption of tho churches, as wo see when wo turn our thoughts 
to other portions of the world, especially as wo recollect that 
the adherents of tho corrupt forms of Christianity outnumber 
tho adherents of pure Scriptural religion by more than two to 

But there is a third danger on which my thoughts more 
imminent danger than the others ; that 

churches, but the

of
tin
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particular}7 rest
is, not the extinction or the corruption oi 
limitation of their spiritual power, circumscribing their evan
gelical influence within certain portions of the land, and certain 
portions of the people. I refer to this danger as a possibility, 
but unfortunately it exists as a fact, oven in those lands whore 
Christianity most flourishes. What I mean is, that it is quite 
possible there may exist side by side with intelligent, earnest, 
zealous churches, a rampant heathenism, spreading its deleteri
ous influence over certain classes of tho populalien. It is a fact 
that such a heathenism exists in tho very heart of Christendom, 
and it is this fact that gives point to such sermons as those 
recently preached by Bov. Mr. ^ , in New York, on the failure 
of Protestantism. It is not very long since an eminent man in 
the city of London stated, and ho had ample means of knowing, 
that London was tho most heathen city on the globe. That is a 
strong statement—I don’t make it, but it was made by a man 
who was not unfriendly to Christianity. The Lari of Shafts- 
bury calculated that out of the working population of tho city 
of London, not two in a hundred ever saw tho inside of tho 
house of God. I saw a calculation, made by a Christian 
who had studied tho question thoroughly, as to whether or not 
Christianity was gaining upon heathenism in London. He was 
able to show that there was a small gain of the Christian popu
lation over the unconverted and heathenish population, but tho
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Holy Scriptures arc being circulated in every language under 
heaven, ft city of over a thousand churches, a city from which 
the stream of Christian benevolence ami Christian enlighten
ment is constantly flowing to the ends of the earth. Do I say 
these things biMuse I would disparage England, or because 
England is a melancholy exception to tho rest of Christendom? 
Ho, but for tho very opposite reason. The whole point of my 
argument lies in tho fact that England, instead of being worse 
than other nations, is vastly better. I believe in my heart that 
the best example of a Christian sovereign on the globe is Queen 
Victoria. (Loud cheers.) I believe in my heart that tho 
noblest example of a Christian Legislative Assembly on tho 
globe, is the British House of Parliament, (renewed cheering) ; 
that the proscrit literature of the world is our good old mother 
Saxon literature; that the philosophy of Britain, though perhaps 
less brilliant than that of Franco, and loss speculative than that 
of Germany, is vastly sounder, and safer, and more healthful 
than that of any other country; that the churches of Groat 
Britain arc second to none in zeal, in intelligence and in activity. 
And it is that which makes tho facts which I have before stated 
so sadly instructive to us—that there can be all this life, this 
intelligence, this church going, this instruction in the Sabbath 
School, and yet the groat putrid stream of immorality and super
stition, and sensuality, rolls on apparently unchecked. What shall 
I liken it to? When I look at the contrast between different 
phases of English life—and I need not confine myself to England 
—1 urn reminded of the poet’s description of sin,—

11 The one seemed woman to the waist, and fair.
Itut ended foul in man 

Voluminous

Conceive, if you will, a magnificent palace, well built, well 
ventilated, well furnished, and inhabited by a refined intelli
gent Christian family. But down in tho cellar, below there is 
a stagnant pool, which breeds pestilence and death, sending 
desolation into thousands of families, and then you have a pic
ture before you corresponding to tho picture of moral corruption 
that I have drawn. Who would have said many years ago that 
England would have come to that. The lesson for us is that 
there was n time when all this might have been prevented— 
when a little more prayer on tho part of tho churches, a little 
more zeal, a little more fire, a little loss contention about minor 
points of controversy, a little more turning of tho great energies 
of tho church’s heart and the church’s intellect and tho church’s 
purse in tho direction of practical righteousness—would have made 
a vast difference in tho condition of that country. I am afraid I 
should be a poor Calvinist, yet I am Calvinist enough to bcttovo in
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what has boon called preventing grace—helping us in the right 
direction and hindering us in the wrong. And there was a time in 
the history of England when the united action of the churches 
might have prevented the heathenism which now exists. There 
will bo a population hero some day like that of England. Toronto 
and Montreal and other places will have vast populations, per
haps larger than we now dream of, and if united, vigorous and 
persistent efforts are not put forth, the time will come when 

great appalling heathenism will overshadow vast portions of 
the population of this Dominion, as these forms of heathenism 
to-day overshadow vast portions of the population of the old world.
Can any one visit the City of Now York to-day and not see that there ■ 
is a young heathenism growing up, or to the great city of the west, 
and not see .Sabbath desecration, intemperance and liccntious-

Cnn we see this state
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ness among a portion of its population, 
of things in every large city and not fear that lamentations 
woo will be entailed upon generations to come ? I must close 
with reference to two things. First, wo must aim at the exten
sion of Sabbath School training. I don’t know what the average 
time of leaving Sunday School is, and I hope that this Associa
tion will take some stops to supply accurate information on that 
point. But whatever the ago may be, my prayer to Cod is that 
five years more may bo added to it. (Hear, hoar.) vv o must 
by some means or other extend the time of Sabbath School 
instruction and of Sabbath School power. I never yet could 
ascertain exactly the reason why young people leave the Sun
day School so soon. Some may say that the pulpit supplies the 
place of the Sabbath School teacher. Young people, 1 wou d 
sav nothing in disparagement of the pulpit, but it cannot do 
everything, it cannot take lAe place of the prayer-meeting or 
the bible class, or the SabÜkh School. There can bo in the 
pulpit none of that questioning and answering and close inter
communion between the teacher and the taught which con
stitutes the chief power of the Bible Class and Sabbath School. 
I am reminded of the prayer of Moses—“ Would to God that 
all of the Lord’s people were prophets”—would to God that all 
the members of our congregations were accustomed to meet 
Sabbath after Sabbath for biblical instruction. “Oh, but, (say 
some,) “ if you encourage the spirit of onauiry our young 
people will grow skeptical.” That is not the language of true 
Protestantism ; it has no warrant in scripture. I have no fears 
from investigation. After all that has been said by the ration
alists I am prepared to maintain the reasonableness of Christianity, 
and to follow the exhortation of the Apostle when ho says “ bo 
ready to give an answer to every man that asketh of you a 
reason for the hope that is in you.” If 1 had a piece of metal 
that I thought was gold, but some people doubted its purity,
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and on its purity depended my salvation, I would not hide it 
away, and be afraid lest something should turn up to shew that 
it was not genuine. No! 1 would heat the furnace seven times 
hotter, and put the metal into it ; if it were gold it would come 
out unchanged in purity and in value. If it were dross it would 
burn up, and let it burn, oven though my delusive hopes burn 
up with it. Another thing wo ought to do—and that is see to 
it there arc no outcast children. 0, Sir, is there not power in . 
all these churches represented hero to-night to see to it that 
not one little boy or girl in this great Dominion, is a stranger 
to religious instruction and to a knowledge of the Saviour ? It 
is our boast that there need not grow up here any child without 
a common school education. Shall it not bo also our boast that 
no child need grow up hero without the knowledge of God and 
the hope of eternal life ? The heathenism in England and 
Ireland, and in New York, has sprung to a great extent from 
the neglect to teach the children the truths of the Gospel ; and 
the same thing will take place hero if the churches do not see 
to it that the children receive religious instruction. A few 
years ago wo had a great excitement over the centenary of 
Shakespeare, and I have often wondered what kind of excite
ment wo should have in case it Wore announced, as by revelation 
from heaven, that there was a young Shakespeare in our midst, 
say in the town of Belleville. We should see the reporters from 
the great journals in Toronto, (without whoso permission nothing 
can go right anywhere), (laughter), eager to got the first descrip
tion of the new-born Shakespeare ; and shall we forget that in 
the heart of every little boy and girl there lies, however obscured 
to our gaze, the better part of Shakespeare (cheers), the immortal 
poet. If in the groat final summing up wo could fancy it possi
ble that it should be discovered that one little child’s salvation 
was not provided for, the Saviour would not hesitate again to 
come down and suffer to save that poor neglected one. And 
when wo look upon such a one—however degraded and ignorant— 
let us look upon him as

i

11 Retaining yet,
Howe'er debased and soiled and dim ? 
The crown upon his forehead set,
The immortal gift of God to him."

(Loud cheers).

“When the days are going on,” was then sung by Mr.
Phillips.
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RELIGION IN CHILDHOOD. I
S

The Chairman called on Rev. Principal Carman of Albert 
College, Belleville, to address the convention on “Religion in 
Childhood.” . „ .

Rev. Principal Carman expressed the pleasure ho lelt at 
mooting with the Convention, and hoped that the delegates 
would all form a favorable opinion of the good Town ot Bollc- 

• ville. Ho thought Principal NolIce took too gloomy a view of the 
present ago, and did not set a sufficiently high value upon the pnvi 
legos we enjoyed over ancient nations. Ho spoke of the purity, 
the simplicity, the genuineness ol religion in a child, and said 
that as a general thing too little value was placed upon religion 
in childhood. He had learnt more of the power of religion, its 
purity, its glorious results, from his own little hoy than from all 
the preachers lie had ever heard. The capacity of children for 
receiving and appreciating religious truths was too often under
rated, and if a child was light-hearted and joyous, perhaps a 
little wild, it was apt to be regarded as without any appreciation 
of religion. This was very often a very great mistake ; it 
the object of religion to make people happy, and lie had no sym
pathy with those Christians who never had a smile on their 
countenance. A child should not ho judged by the same stand
ard as an adult ; many a thing should ho allowed in the religion 
of a child that could not be tolerated in a grown up person 
must not expect old heads on young shoulders; hut should make 
allowances for the children. There was something in the human 
heart—even the most depraved—that was good, and it was a 
glorious privilege to be allowed to ho the means of assisting to 
develop that good so that it may grow and produce fruit. The 
primary responsibility in this matter rested with parents, and 
their responsibility was a very serious one. If they did their 
whole duty faithfully, Sabbath Schools would not he so much 

We should all strive to develop the latent good,

a

i

i

Wo

needed as now _
that is in the heart of every child, and to train the children up 
for Jesus before their hearts become hardened by contact 
with the world and closed to the reception of the truths of the
Gospel

Mr. Phillips gave some specimens of Sabbath School sing
ing, and, by particular request, sang “ The Rescue.”

A collection was then taken up, after which the audience 
joined with Mr. Phillips in singing

11 All lmil the power of Jesus' name."
The Chairman of the Business Committee reported, 

nating the following committees :
COMMITTEE ON RESOLUTIONS.

Rev. George Bell, Chairman ; Rev. S. Jones, Rev. Wm. Scott,
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Rev. J. 0. Sanderson, Rev. J. Dempsey, Rev. R. Boyle, Rev. J, 
Scott, and J. Joseph Wood house, Esq.

COMMITTEE ON TRAVELLING.f Albert 
ligion in

Warren Martin, Esq., Chatham, Chairman ; A. Reeve, Esq., 
Toronto ; J.M. Denton, Esq., London,o felt at 
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The nominations'were unanimously confirmed.
The Chairman then said that Win. Reynolds, Esq., of Peoria, 

111, would address the Convention on

COUNTY AND TOWNSHIP CONVENTIONS.

Mr. Reynolds, who was received with loud applause, said :
I am very happy, my dear friends, to bring to you the Christian 
greetings and salutations of your fellow-labourers of the State 
of Illinois. When I became acquainted with your able repre
sentatives to the National Convention, Messrs. Sutherland and 
Marling, I felt a great desire to become acquainted with more 
of the Canadian workent I assure you they soon found a way 
to the heart of every delegate to that National Convention ; and 
you certainly could not have been more ably re presented than 
you were by those gentlemen. I came here this evening for the 
purpose of talking to you on a subject which I think of very 
great importance, that is the organization of the Sabbath School 
forces of this Province. I believe in organized efforts. When 
I look back to the last century, to the lives of those distinguished 
divines, Whiteficld and Wesley, I see there the power there was 
in organized effort, Whiteficld was a man of grand ability, aman 
that did a wonderful work for his Master in his day, yet compare 
the results of his labours with those of Wesley's.. Wesley 
an organizer, and he gave to the world that magnificent piece of 
Christian machinery, the Methodist Church. Whiteficld was no 
organizer, and his influence as far as this century is concerned 
is nowhere, while Wesley’s is going on increasing. I can say 
this without being misunderstood, not being a member of the 
Wesleyan Church. I thank God for John Weslev and the 
Methodist Church, which was a conception of his br 
own State is an instance of the benefits of organized effort. A 
few years ago wo had a groat many active zealous workers in 
the Sabbath School cause, but they knew very little of each

Wo issued a circular

In

My

hool sing-

other, and there was no concerted action 
for a State Convention, which though not large at first, increased 
in numbers till at our last State Convention wo had 3,000 
delegates, coming from Chicago on the North to Cairo on the 
South, and the last night of our meeting wo had 5,000 people 
present, in a building erected specially for the purpose. All this 
is due to the organized efforts of Sabbath School workers.
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Vm. Scott,
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determination is and has been, for the last four years, to plant a 
Sabbath School in every School District in the State, and not 
rest till the whole of the State is brought under the influence of 
the Gospel. And we are not going to fold our hands then, but 
continue on in our work until, oy the blessing of God, every 
child is brought to the foot of Jesus. These are groat things, hut 
our God is a groat God*; lie bids us ojjon our mouths wide and He 
will fill them. Wo have the State thoroughly organized, and 
this has been done something in this way. We first raised, some 
four years ago, the sum of 82,500 for the purpose of paying two 
Missionaries to organize County and Township Conventions. At 
the second Convention we raised 85,000 more, in less than sixty 
minutes for the same purpose. After this was expended wo 
found that a paid agency was not going to do the work unless 
wo followed it up with the volunteer system, therefore wo 
determined to abolish paid agencies and take the matter into our 
own hands. Seven business men of the Slate came forward and 
volunteered to take the matter in hand, and promised they 
would not rest till every Township was thoroughly organized. 
They agreed to give from one to six months of their time each 
year to this work ; and by the blessing of God wo are carrying 
that work forward. Those seven gentlemen compose the Execu
tive-Committee of the State. They divided the State into throe 
parts. The Northern part was placed under the charge of throe 
gentlemen from Chicago ; the central part under the charge of 
two others; and (ho Southern part, which is called Egypt, was 
assigned to myself and another. This latter part is the worst 
part of the whole State, as you will understand when I tell you 
that I have travelled from twenty-five to thirty miles upon the 
public highway without seeing more than one school-house ; that 
1 found three County scats—the chief towns in the County, 
without a single Church, and it is over fifty- years since those 
Counties were first settled. Think of that in our boasted State 
of Illinois. Wo found in another County Town, the first Church 
being erected, though the Court House in tho same place had 
been built forty-fivo years. We visited another County7 Town 
whore they had dedicated their first Church just a few months 
before. The way7 that Church came to bo built was in this wise: 
Tho member of Congress for the State lived in that Town, and in 
tho course of a speech in Congress ho reflected upon another 
member from a neighbouring district as being illiterate. Tho 
latter retorted by* saying that he must acknowledge ho had a very 
limited education, but “ ho thanked God ho liyed in a town whore 
there was a Church.” (Laughter.) Tho member was so mortified 
at its being known that there was no Church in his Town, that 
ho sat down and wrote a letter to his friends to commence tho
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II thirty or forty of the best men and women in that town to 
ongago in this work with him. lie wont from township to 
township, and canvassed them thoroughly. The result was, that 
County Convention of over fifteen hundred delegates, that I 
have already referred to. A revival of religion commenced m 
that Convention, and hundreds were brought to the saving 
knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ. That is in one county ; 
and the same may be said of other counties. 1 have now the 
names of more than one hundred and fifty of the leading men 
in Southern Illinois who, within the last two months, publicly 
declared before God and man, that they would never rest till 
every township was thoroughly1 organized, and a Sabbath School 
started in every School District in Southern Illinois. Among 
those men is the Member of Congress for the District, and 
some of the leading lawyers and merchants, who are beginning 
to realize that there is something higher to work for than the 
gold that perishes. That is the kind of work that is going on 
over there. That is the kind of work wo want everywhere. 
Wo want men to feel that thoy have a personal responsibility 
in the matter ; that it is not enough for them to give their 
money, but they must engage in the work themselves, 
want business men to take a deeper interest in it. I am a 
business man myself. I am not a minister of the Gospel. Hut 
I am beginning to realize the fact that the highest business in 
this life is not the accumulation of riches; is not ambition, but 
is to glorify God. When 1 come to lie upon my dying bed, I 
do not expect to look back upon the riches 1 have accumulated, 
or the honors 1 have received, but what 1 have done for my 
Divine Master. Let us feel this in the very depths of our hearts ; 
let us live so that when wo come to die, we may look back upon 
a life spent in the service of our blessed Redeemer ; let us lay 
up riches in Heaven; what good will these things do us that 
are accumulating here below? In a few years wo shall have to 
leave them, and they will bo no consolation to us in eternity, 
but that which wo do for the Master will be a source of joy to 
us in this life and in the life to come. A few years ago I was 
dining with one of the wealthiest farmers in our land. After 
dinner he took me up to the top of his house, and showed mo 
his lands, his cattle, and his houses. He had forty thousand 
acres, and every acre under cultivation. Said I, “Is it possible 
that you have accumulated this property in one short life?” 
“ Yes, sir,” said he, “ When I came here I had only fifty cents.”
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Then I thought, I am to leave this man soon, I may never meet 
him this side of eternity, and I said to him, “ You have asked 
me to look in this direction and in that direction, upon your vast

; i
;

property, now 1 want to ask you, How much do you own 
yonder ?” The old man looked at me; his breast heaved with

up
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motion tears flowed from his eyes, he shook his head and said, 
“I am poor up there.” Said I, “Can it bo possible that a man 

careful for the things of time, is a beggar for eternity l 
Said he “ Don’t talk to mo on that subject. I cannot bear to 
think of it.” In one year from that time, that old man in 
crossing his own threshold, fell a corpse. " " "V f 
indiro him ; I leave him in the hands of a merciful Cod.
^ 1 sat a few years ago in one of the Chambers ot Commerce.
Tho conversation turned upon one who had lately been one of 
their prominent members, who had come to that city with
out means a lew years before, and had died worth three 

My friend said, “ What a grand success that man s 
ijf0 Was!" I ventured to take exception to that opinion, and to 
say that, in my opinion, that man’s life was a failure, lie had 
lived only for this life, and had done nothing for God. I con
trasted that man’s life with tho life of a man with whom 1 
became acquainted a few years ago. I was at a railway station, 
and 1 saw a man there holding by tho hand a littljfc^bild, who, 
ho told me, was a Hindoo. Then ho told mo his ©wn history.

Missionary, who had gone out from Illinois to 
that country, ho saw a strange 
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Ho was a
India. One day, while ho was in 
looking being, which seemed hardly hu 
ho belonged lo a tribe that lived away up in tho mountains. 
Very little was ktiown about thorn. They were very savage, 
and would allow no ono to visit thoin. But once a year they 
sent a deputation down for the purpose of transacting business 
with tho Government. The Missionary asked it the Gospel had 
ever been preached to that tribe. “No,” they told him, ' it 
would bo useless for any ono to undertake to preach tho Gospel 
there, ho would bo murdered.” lie went home, and, opening 
his Bible, read—“Go yo into all tho world and preach tho 
Gospel to every creature, and lo 1 am with you always oven to 
tho end.” Here was a nation that had never heard the glad 
tidings of salvation. He knelt down and asked God IDs will, 
and it seemed to be pressed upon him that he ought to go and 
tell the story of tho Cross to that people. So taking his Bible 
and his violin, on which ho was an accomplished player, he 
started for the mountains. His friends bid him “good bye, 
expecting never to sco him again. .
days he travelled, living upon herbs, and after he had reached 
the top of tho mountains, he found himself suddenly surrounded 
by four or five hundred of tho wild natives, lie expected every 

.Ho took out his violin, and commenced
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heart, and after he had played two versos, he broke out singing—
“ Let eve

On t........
To Him all in 

And crown

Ho opened his eyes and saw the savages with their spears 
thrown to the ground, kneeling around him, ready to worship 
him. They had never hoard such music. Ho was assured of 
the truth of what Shakespeare says

“ Music hath charms to soothe the savage breast.’"

froivery kindred, every tribe, 
his terrestrial ball. Car

ajesty ascribe, 
Him Lord of all."

frie
tho

San
ndj<

Ho remained among that people several years, teaching 
them Jesus, till his health broke down, and he returned to this 
country. Said ho, “You ought to have seen the alfection of 
those creatures when they found I was going away. Wo had a 
prayer mooting tho last night; hundreds came, some of them 
fifty miles, and they thanked God that I ever came to their 
land, and hoped I would soon be able to return, that I might 
go still further into tho interior and tell tho people there the 
same glad story of tho Cross." Some months ago I read in tho 
papers that this good missionary was called to his home in 
glory, and 1 could not help, as I sat in that Chamber of Commerce, 
contrasting tho life of that man who died worth three millions, 

■with tho life of this poor missionary who died not worth a cent. 
My friends, in the day of judgment which will wear the victor’s 
crown? And, I ask you to-night, what kind of a life are you 
leading? Business men, what kind of work arc you doing? 
Are you working for time alone, or for eternity? You may not 
bo called to preach tho gospel, but you can engage in tho Sabbath 
School easily, and by its means lead tho children to Jesus. God 
grant that many hero to-night may determine from this time 
forward to engage earnestly in tho great work of training the 
young for tho service of tho Master. Let us bo energetic to 
save them for time and for eternity.

Mr. .Reynolds resumed his scat amid loud applause.
Hymn—“ Battling for the Lord," was then sung by tho 

Convention,—Mr. Phillips leading.
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PLACE OF NEXT MEETING.
j off

Mr. D. McLean, as Chairman of tho Business Committee, 
moved the following resolution

That this Convention authorize the newly appointed Executive 
Committee to take steps to organize Township and County Conventions 
in the Provinces of Ontario and Quebec at the earliest possible oppor
tunity.
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beThe resolution was carried unanimously.
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Mr McLean also moved that the invitation of the delegates 
Galt to hold the next Convention in that town be accepted.nging—

from
C°rtlr TZCValt, thanked the Convention for having 
«scented the invitation to Galt, and assured them that they 

d be cordially received. Also, ns many of our American 
friends as could come. (Cheers). The Convention would, he 
thought, have no cause to regret the vote they had just passed.

Mr. Phillips sang, by request, “hour Mission Kov. Ct It. 
Sanderson then pronounced the benediction, and the meeting 
adjourned. _________
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THIRD DAY—MORNING SESSION.

The Convention mot at 8.30, and occupied the time till 
9.15 in devotional exorcises, led by Mr. Reynolds.

RESOLUTION OF CONDOLENCE.

Mr. J. Joseph Woomioüsb, Toronto, moved the following 
resolution, which was seconded by Mr. D. McLean, and unani

mously carried
That ill the death of the late Dr. Caldicott this Convention, 

while bowing with reverent submission to our Heavenly Father 
who dootl, ail things well, desire to express the high esteem with 
which they regard his memory, and to record the deep sense ot 
loss in the removal of one of the first and most active founders of 
this Association, and they would hereby convey to ins afflicted 
family their since rest condolence with them in their boreave-

ELECTION OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE.

The Business Committee reported the names of forty gen
tlemen as tlio Executive Committee for the year. Some discus
sion arose as to the propriety of having so largo a committee 
and the general opinion was that a smaller one' would bo more 
effective. :nmittoe, Rov. W. McLaren, Belleville, moved, seconded by Rev. S. 
Jones, Belleville,

That the report of the Business Committee bo not received, 
but that it bo referred back with instructions to reduce the 
number to fifteen, each denomination engaged in the work to 
bo represented on the Committee. Subsequently the Business

Executive 
nventiojis 
» le oppor-
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Dir-Committee presented a second report, which was unanimously 
adopted nan. con. The following is the

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE.

Messrs. D. McLean, J. J. Wood house, S. S. Martin, J. K. 
McDonald, C. A. Morse, G. Harcourt, Thomas Nixon, Toronto.

Theodore Lyman, Montreal ; W. P. Lacey, Kingston; W. 
Johnson, Belleville ; A. I. McKenzie, Hamilton ; Charles Ray
mond, Guelph; Robert McLean, Galt; Thomas Coldwoll, London; 
Thomas Clark, Galt.
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UPPER CANADA BIBLE SOCIETY.

Rev. John Gem ley, Secretary of the Upper Canada Bible 
Society was introduced. lie said Die was there to represent 
the Board of Directors of the Society, and in their name tofe 
ask the co-operation of this Association in their work. That X», 
work was the distribution of the Bible in every corner of the 
land. The Bible Depository in Toronto was not a store for 
selling books. The Board wished that point distinctly under
stood. At present they wore making an effort to distribute the 
Bible in newly settled and destitute parts of the country, but 
what he wished specially to bring before them was the fact 
that the Board of Directors had decided to
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publish fortnightly 
a paper to be called the “ Upper Canada Bible Society Recorder” 
which would bo distributed gratuitously. It was true they had 
the Record of the English and American Bible Societies, but 
those did not give that full and accurate information about the 
work in this country which was desired. The Board in tended 
to invito all their agents and friends throughout the country to 
furnish them with information respecting the work.

This liecordcr would also contain the names of all subscribers 
and donors to the funds of the Society. Ho hoped that when 
the Recorder was sont to any of them they would not allow it to 
remain on their shelves, but would distribute it among the 
people and by this means increase the interest taken in the 
Society, and assist in extending the circulation of the word of 
God.
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fiMr. J. Goo. Ilodgins, Honorary Secretary of the Society also 
addressed the Convention in continuation of Mr. Gomlcy's 

lie said there were two points on which ho would 
like to say a few words :—1st. The Bible Society was in active 
co-operation with the Sunday School, and they were always 
prepared to supply the poorer Sunday Schools of the Province, 
and especially those in the now townships of the outlying 
cogntics with Bibios and Testaments free of charge. The 2nd 
point was that in the changes recently made by the Board of

remarks.
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mmously ■ Pcrmanent Secretary of tho Soc.oty, and in the

publication of the proposed Bible Recorder) tliore would bo no 
additional expense entailed on the Society. 

tin t ■ A delegate asked how this could bo ? Mr Hodgms
’oronto I explained that owing to the resignation of one of the agentei iv I (Mr Johnson), and other changes, the fact was as he stated.
“ton; W. ■ (”rroaM g0 p,t0 details at another time, with any friend who
London; I might desire it. _____

ft BIBLE CLASSES ANI) SUNDAY SCHOOL IN THE
TORONTO JAIL. 1

Mr Hodgins said, that at the request of a number of gentle
men present, lie would take the opportunity of briefly explaining 
the details of a work in which lie I,ad been personally engaged 
or nearly two years past. lie referred to the Sunday School 
„ the County Jail at Toronto, a most unpromising hold certainly 

for Sunday School effort. And yet, after his almost two years 
experience ofitas Superintendent, he would scarcely feel disposed 
to exchange it for any other like department of Christian labor.

He would confine himself to two points connected with the 
work : 1st, the field itself, and 2nd, the results thus far.

The Toronto Jail was one of tho largest in the Province 
The number of prisoners varied from sixty to over a hundred. 
Attendance at tho Sunday School classes is voluntary ; and at

to attend, and I believe, provided for giving them religions 
instruction themselves. The present attendance ,» about fi ty 

ty each Sunday. Those present are divided into classes ot 
from five to seven each. On inquiry, it was found that nineteen 
out of every twenty of the prisoners never enter a P ace o 
worship-though many of them when young had attended 

• Sunday Schools. It was therefore felt of great importance to 
keep the classes small, so as to give tho Teachers a fuller oppor- 
tunity of talking personally to each prisoner and pressing homo 
on the conscience tho great truths of the Gospel. The mode of 
operation was as follows :-Thc staff consists of a Superintendent 

twelve Teachers—Indies and gentlemen—a Treasmer,
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(Sheriff Jarvis,) and a Finance Committee. A printed programme 
of lessons prepared by the Superintendent and approved at a 
mooting of Teachers, is strictly followed, so that each Teacher 
knows beforehand what is the subject of each Sunday's lesson, 
and is thus enabled to come to his or her work well prepared. 
We have invariably taken such subjects as would bear upon the 
character and condition of the prisoners—and they were urged 
to learn off the verses for the coming Sunday’s lesson. Thus for 
instance (take the lessons for the current month *) on one 
Sunday wo would take a lesson from the Old Testament to 
illustrate the “ Evils of the sin of Covetousness,(such as the 
case of Achnn or (ieliazi) ; and on the alternate Sundays, the 
lesson would be “Power in Temptation," (1 Corinthians x : 12th 
and 13th verses, with reference to Hebrews, ii : 18th verse and 
chapter iv : 15th verse ;) or 11 Enduring Temptation [St. James, 
i : 12th to 15th verses inclusive, with a reference to Kevelation 
iii: 10th verse]. At the end of the lesson (which only lasts half 
an hour) and the givingout of books or tracts, one of the 
Teachers, previously appointed, is called upon to address the 
entire school for fiyefminut-os on the subject of the lesson. The 
whole of the oxerejses—prayer, reading, singing, the lesson itself 
and the remarks of the day, are all made to converge on one 
point—that of fixing the attention of the prisoners 
loading truth brought before them for the day—and by 
affectionate appeal and entreaty an effort is made to bring them 
to the foot of the loving Saviour. Of course the prisoners are 
constantly changing. There were many now faces almost every 
Sunday; and many of those who went out each week might 
again bo brought so closely within the sound of the Gospel. Hence 
the necessity of a faithful, earnest effort with each prisoner who 
might be present at the lesson. The whole system of instruc
tion was therefore personal, conversational and pointed. The 
very change of individuals in the classes every Sunday increased 
the responsibility of the Teacher, not only as to his or her punc
tuality at the post of duty, but also in the earnestness and 
faithfulness with which the “ gracious words ” of the Master 
and loving Father arc uttered in the ear of perhaps a returning 
Prodigal, coming to his right mind, or one y^et content to “ feed 
upon the husks that the swine did cat.” It is true they had not 
a very encouraging field of labour—though it had abundance of 
— j “raw material" in it, as a kind brother and occasional 
labourer remarked, and the seed almost invariably fell apparently 
upon stony ground—yet they relied absolutely upon the promise 
of the Lord Himself that “ My word shall not return unto me void,
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* For the convonienoe and the information of those desiring it, the Pro
gramme of the present month’s work is appended at the end of the Report.
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hut it shall accomplish that whereto 1 send it." The seed was indeed 
", 60wn in weakness,” beside all waters, “yet wo believe and trust 
««it shall be raised in power ” in the Lord’s good time.

With regard to the results, they could best be learned 
from the printed report of the Jail Mission work itself. It 
contained the individual experiences of each of the Teachers who 
had the longer laboured in the Mission, and was a sad and touching 
record of struggles and falls and efforts to rise again. He would 
only mention two cases—the subjects of which had gone to their 
reward, and the living would not therefore be brought into notice. 
The first was a young woman who had died in the General 
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Hospital. After she . .......
her how much «lie was troubled about her conduct-while in the 
Jail Sunday School. She said that every time her Teacher urged 
her to reform her life, or the Superintendent spoke to her and 
others from the desk, she secretly determined more and more that 
she would not listen to them nor reform, but when she got out 
would plunge deeper and deeper into her course of sin. She said 
she believed “ the devil took hold of her at such times, and made 
her feel ten times wickeder than if they had said nothing to her 
at all ” After she was laid on the bed of death, however, the - 
words she had heard came flashing back upon her like letters of 
fire and the Teacher and Superintendent and the Scripture mottos 
on the Jail Chapel wall, all stood before her, and haunted her day 
and night Oh how she longed to be there again, to hear the blessed 
message once more, and she would,with God's help try and do better 
Death, however, suddenly came upon her, and summoned her with 
awful swiftness into the presence of her Maker. Her Teacher, 
however, in his report on her case says,—“ I have every reason 
to believe she was a changed person, and gave evidence 
before death to those around her of a decided change of heart. 
The other case he would mention was a sad and touching record, 
and can he best told in the words of her Teacher, as reported to 
me. He says, “ She was a young woman, eighteen years of age. 
Her father is in the Kingston Penitentiary ; her mother is home
less,-works as best she can by sewing, washing, etc. The prisoner 
also ‘ went to service,’ but fled her employment, and six months after
wards persuaded her elder sister also to ‘ run away, and coming to 
Toronto, fell into evil company and then into Jail ; the elder got clear, 
but the younger was eight months in prison. About one month before 
her liberation she was attacked by an affection of her lungs, and 
admitted into the Jail Hospital, where I visited her, and after 
much persuasion, succeeded in learning her correct name, her 
history and her mother's address, to whom I immediately sent a 
note, stating the facts. In company with another Teacher, 1 
visited her near the head of Centre Street, where she had been 

by direction of her sister ; I found her better in both bodythe Pro-
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ami mind, she was endeavouring to lean on the Strong One for 
strength. I again addressed a line to her mother, enclosing it in 
another to the Postmaster. Three days afterwards, her mother 
came to my place at noon. I asked her to take some dinner with 
us, which she did, but the food seemed to almost choke her; she 
had not seen lier girls for three years; it was not hard to divine 
the cause of her agitation; so rising from the table, I put on my 
hat and took up her satchel, and said ‘ come and I will show you 
your children.’ In an instant she was at the door, awaiting mo; 
after walking about twenty minutes, I stopped and knocked at the 
door, which was soon opened, when walking in advance, I led the 
mother into«the presence of her children. The elder, in a tone of 
voice which sank dee}) into my own heart, exclaimed, ‘ O ! mother,’ 
and sprang into her arms ; the younger, too weak for any sort of 
demonstration, raised her languid head, and presented her pale 
lips to receive a mother's forgiving kiss. The next day the 
mother took her sick child away, (she has since died ; we trust a 
redeemed spirit,) and the other consented to follow next week.”

Other cases might be mentioned—of young men restored to 
relatives—or placed in situations, where under (rod’s blessing, 
some arc striving, we know, to regain their lost name—but knowing 
the hardness and wickedness of the human heart, we are disposed 
to be cautious of speaking of the living whose career is not yet 
run. We can only humbly labour on in faith that in the Lord’s 
own time he will accomplish the good work which we trust has 
been begun in some few hearts. The mission is a most important 
one, and has thus far had God’s blessing. I am suie, therefore, 
your prayers and sympathies are with us in the good work, and 
that the loving Saviour will aid us and the gracious Spirit will 
strengthen us, so long as we discharge our duty in His “faith, 
fear, and love.”
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QUESTION DRAWER.

The question drawer was opened, and Mr. Reynolds 
appointed to answer the questions

1. What length of time should a class be addressed to profit? 
1 don’t believe in addressing a class at all ; draw out from the 

scholars all you can. But if the question means what length of 
lesson 
enoug

effu
in t
the
the:
thewould say thirty to forty-five minutes is probably long

h
Sal2. Do you believe in having both sdxes in one class in the 

Sunday School ?
I think it would be better to have the boys in a class by 

themselves, and the girls by themselves. The girls might have a
V",
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good effect upon the boys, but the boys would have a counter effect 
upon the girls. (Cheers and laughter).

3. What length of Scripture should compose one lesson ?
That is pretty hard to answer. Some of our Ameri- 
Schools have seven verses for each scholar to commit to

memory. Don’t take too long a lesson. I would not do as they 
did at one of our Schools, when they took the first three chapters 
of Matthew one day, and the balance of the Gospel the next. t A 
short lesson well understood is better than a long lesson, which 
takes up the whole time in hearing, and is very imperfectly under
stood by the scholars.

4. Is it advisable for Sabbath Schools to have morning and 
afternoon sessions, when there are also morning and evening 
Church services?

I think not ; I think one session a day enough, particularly 
when there are two"1 Church services. It would be a kind of 
religious dissipation. 1 do not believe in substituting the Sabbath 
School for the responsibility and duties God has placed upon
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5. Arc honorary Superintendents desirable ?
No ; 1 think rather such Superintendents should be called 

(Laughter).
0. Is it advisable to have an address delivered to the Sabbath 

School on the subject of the lesson, and what officers in the 
School are the proper persons to deliver such address ?

I think not ; unless it took the form of a kind of catechetical 
the lesson, and did not occupy more than ten minutes. 

When the Pastor desires' to preach a sermon to the children he 
might take the lesson as his text.

7. How can we reach in the most effective manner the children 
of the vicious and lower classes of our Towns and Cities, so as to 
induce them to regularly attend the Sabbath School ?

By establishing Mission Sabbath Schools in localities where 
such people live. That, at least, is the way we have found most 
effective. Make them feel that you are their friends and interested 
in their welfare, and you will not have much difficulty in getting 
their children to attend the school. If they arc destitute clothe 
them ; go down among them and work among them, and raise 
them up.

8. What is the best mode of retaining senior scholars in our 
Sabbath School ?
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By eradicating from the public mind the impression that has 
gone abroad, that the Sabbath School is only for children. When 
boys get to a certain age they don’t wish to bo considered boys
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1 any longer, and so leave the Sabbath School. A good plan is to 

have an adult class either in the gallery or a separate room, and 
when a boy begins to get uneasy, and to feel that he is getting 
big for the Sunday School, put him in the adult class. Then the 
fathers and mothers should set their children a good example by 
going themselves, and showing them that they are not too old to 
study the Word of God in the Sabbath School.

D. Should a Sunday School teacher be continued as such if he 
are such teachers.

t

ri

attends dancing school ?—There
No ; I would not have one in my school. (Cheers.) I would 

ith such a teacher, and if he persisted in it, I wouldremonstrate w 
consider it a sufficient cause for his removal.

10. Would it 1)0 well to press total abstinence on Sabbatli 

School Scholars ?
I think so ; I would press it just as I would any other truth. 

At the same time, I don’t Believe in making our

t

ii

i.-(Cheers. ) .
Sabbath Schools, Temperance Societies.

11. Is it in accordance with the teaching of Scripture, to teach 
children who-are unconverted, to sing hymns which express what 
only converted children can sing from the heart i

Yes I would ; I don’t see any harm in it, and it might be the 
means of bringing the child to the Saviour. But if a teacher has 
a child that is unconverted he should take occasion during the 
simjinc of those hymns that tell of the love of Jesus, to speak 
to the child and impress upon him the truth of what he was singing.

12. Is it the legitimate province of the Sabbath School to act 
circulating library ?
No ; if you cannot manage to distribute your library without 

disturbing the classes and interfering with the teaching of God s 
Holy Word, then I would say abolish your library. In some 
Schools the library is a nuisance ; but I think it can be managed so 

not to interfere with the religious exercises of the School.

13. Docs not the present class of Sabbath School books foster 
a taste for light or novel reading in the minds of the children, and 
produce a distaste for good solid reading ?

A good many of them may do so, but I think some of the best 
books I ever read were Sabbath School books ; but great care should 
be taken in the selection of them. One book in my Sabbath School 
was I have reason to believe, the means of the conversion of four 
children, and led to a revival of religion. But you should be very 
careful where you go for your books, and the kind of books you get.

14. How long a time do you occupy in questioning the 
scholars on the lesson after the teachers have finished ?
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Generally not more than from five to seven minutes, never 
exceeding ten. The object is to draw out from the children what 
they have learned, and then press home the great central truth 
contained in the lesson. I generally write the answers of the 
children or. the black-board.

15. What is the best mode of conducting Sabbath School 
Teachers’ meetings to make them successful?

Make the meetings interesting, so interesting that the Teachers 
will not want to stay away, and so profitable that they cannot 
afford it. (Cheers.) And the way to do that is to go to .them 
thoroughly prepared, and then do away with all formality and 
stiffness, make it a social, pleasant place. I like your system of 
inviting the Teachers out to tea—a great many people cannot be 
reached except through their stomachs. (Cheers).
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16. Should a Teacher be employed in the Sabbath School who 
is himself an unconverted person ?

That is a difficult question to answer positively. If you can
not get converted men and women for Teachers, it is better to have 
unconverted Teachers than to have no Sunday School at all.

17. Can a Teacher in a Sabbath School consistently engage in 
the manufacture or sale of intoxicating drinks ; and is such an 
occupation compatible with the important duties devolving on him 
as a religious instructor of the young ?

No; not a Christian Sabbath School. If I wanted to open 
one for the devil that is just the kind of man 4 would engage.— 
(Loud Cheers.)

18. What is the best means of obtaining order in the Sabbath
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By being orderly yourself, and never doing anything till you 
have perfect order.

19. Is the practice of sacred music in connection with the 
Sabbath School for fifteen or twenty minutes before or after the 
School, right or in keeping with the sanctity of the Lord’s day ?

I think so ; I think a man can worship God by singing his 
praises as well as any other way. You can sing the Gospel into 
people as well as preach it, and I think you have a living illustra
tion of that here. (Cheers.) I do not want to flatter him, but I 
think no man in the United States h doing more for the cause of 
our Lord Jesus Christ than Philip Phillips. (Cheers.)

20. When is the best time for distributing books in a Village 
Sabbath School, of, say sixty scholars ?

Either before or after the lesson., I do it before, in order to 
promote punctuality, no scholar being allowed to have a book who 
comes late. In some other Schools they do it at the close.
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21. What is the best general plan tor the preservation of 
harmony in a Union Sabbath School where^there is a diversity of 
denominations represented on the Teachci s’ Staff?

By making it a denominational School. In my opinion 
denominational Sunday Schools are preferable to Union Schools. 
When a Sabbath School is started, it should be considered a part of 
the Church of the living God, and if so you must make a Church 
of some denomination. If I lived in a place where there 
Sabbath School of my denomination, I would rather work with the 
Methodists or the Baptists or any other denomination t han I would 
in a Union School, beoause I would know then what I was working 
for. In a Union School the Presbyterians arc watching the 
Methodists, and both of them the Baptists, and so on. In such a 
glorious work as the Sabbath School we should have more love for 
the Lord Jesus Christ and His cause than for our own denomination, 
and when our own denomination is not able to have a Sunday 
School we should work with some other.

22. Is it desirable to have soirees in connection with the 

Sabbath School ?
I have never had any experience of them, and cannot 

that question.
23. IIow may young men, who frequent taverns uml saloons 

the Sabbath day.be brought and retained in the Sabbath School

or Bible class ?
We have had a good deal of experience in that. The way- 

do is to give our young men, connected with the Church, sortie 
illustrated papers, something like your British Workman, and send 
them round before Church to these saloons, and give these papers 
to the people they find there, and invite them to come to the 
Sabbath School. We have very good singing in our School, and 
our young men ask the people they meet in the saloons to come and 
hear the singing, and they take them along into the gallery where 
the childi eu sing, and it almost invariably makes an impression 
upon them. These young men keep right alongside of the persons 
they have brought, all through the exercises of the School, and 
before they leave them, get them to come to the Bible class. In 
this way we have built up a Bible class of from seventy-five to 
eighty young men, all brought out of saloons and similar places.

24. IIow can a Superintendent in a Union School review the 
lesson before the whole School, without giving offence or compro
mising the truth ?

He will have to walk very tenderly; in a denominational 
School lie can walk boldly. If I were a Superintendent of a 
Union School, I would feel it to be ray duty to tell the School the 
truth as I believe it, but at the same time not offensively.
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25. Is the distribution of prizes beneficial ; if so, what should 
be the standard of merit—learning lessons or good behaviour ?

I don’t believe much in prizes. [Hear, hear.] I believe you 
demoralize a School by this system of giving prizes. You 

have to bo very careful hoxv you use them. I have known the 
prize system to be carried so far that when a little boy was asked to 
give his heart to the Lord Jesus Christ, he replied, “ What will 
you give me if I do ?” If you cannot get the children to the 
School in any other way, it would be well, perhaps, to offer prizes, 
but drop the system just as soon as you can. Let the inducement 
be the study of the Word of God.

26. The Superintendent of a Village School often finds a 
difficulty in inducing his Teachers to attend regularly, and in 
sequence the classes are frequently left to strangers, 
remedy ?
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-We have great difficulty in finding a solution to that question. 
You may find a partial remedy at least in dealing with the Teachers 
personally, speaking with them of the greatness of the work ; 
and in getting your Ministers to preach occasionally upon the 
privileges and duties connected with this great work. Many of 
our Churches are beginning to adopt the plan of admitting no one 
into Church fellowship unless he is willing to work in the Sabbath 
School, or at least is willing to prepare himself to do so. If you 
know some person who would make a good Teacher, go to him, 
and if he refuses to take part in the School, keep at him till he 
consents.
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27. Is it right for Sabbath Schools to have dancing at their 
excursions or pic-nics ?

No. You cannot play with the Devil’s tools without getting

28. What Catechism would you recommend for use in a Union 1
School ? 1I would not recommend any.

29. Give your experience about Sabbath School Papers.
I would have the Sabbath School Paper that is published 

by the denomination to which my School belonged. My opinion 
is, that Sabbath School Papers arc doing as much good as Libra
ries, and in some cases more.

30. IIow should funds be raised to maintain the School ?
I believe it does

i
1

I
!•SundaBy taking up a collection every „

the children more good for them to give directly than indirectly. 
Some of our people raise funds by having concerts, festivals, and 
things of that kind, but I don’t think that is the Scriptural mode. 
The children value the Sabbath School more when they pay 
towards it.
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I31. What is tho best remedy for irregularity on the part of 
the teachers ?

Talk with thorn, pray with them and for them. If they are 
irregular they will ruin the School, and the School is better without 
them, if they persist in it.

32. Do you approve of Missionary Societies in connection 
with the Sunday School ?

Yes.
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33. How would you deal with a case of insubordination in a 

scholar ? Would you in any ease advise expulsion ?
I hardly believe I would in any case advise expulsion, yet, at 

the same time, I resorted to very severe measures once. I had to 
whip a young man right in the Church. (Laughter.) He came 
there as the ring-leader of a gang for the purpose of breaking up 
the School, and so I had to go in on my muscle. I found it suc
cessful in his case, at any rate. He did not come back for a few 
weeks, but then he came, and I never had any more trouble with 
him. I hope never to have to do the same thing again. My wife 
says I did wrong that time; and she generally knows best. 
(Laughter ) I told the School I must have order in the house of 
God if I had to fight for it; I have never sent away but one boy 
from tho School, and I have been sorry ever since I did it There 
is some means of reaching the hardest heart.

31. How can we hold denominational Sunday Schools when
one School-house?
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Well, just as easily as you can hold a denominational meeting 
in it, it appears to me. I would call the people together and take 
a vote, and to the denomination that had the majority I would give 
the Sunday School. I believe in the minority always submitting.

35. Do not your remarks tend to discourage Union Schools ? 
Wo cannot do without them in tho new townships.

I do not object to Union Schools entirely, but would give the 
preference to denominational Schools. There are places, where 
no doubt Union Schools are best. But I believe in connecting the 
Sabbath School with some denomination, and holding that denomi
nation responsible for its working. Placed on a Union platform, 
no denomination will have any special interest in it, and it would 
be likely to die out. But each locality is the best judge of its 
own circumstances, and when a Union School is thought best I 
would start it.
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iinitii (i30. In what way would you make collections during the 
Sabbath School session ?

I would send the Secretary' round for five minutes before tho 
opening of the school, and take up the collection from each class,
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t and keep a record of what each class gives. Another good wav 
is to have a missionary box for each class, and allow the chil
dren to put their money in it, together with any statement they 
might wish to make as to how they got it and why they gave it 
away. One little boy put in 25 cents, and accompanied it by 
this note—“ Earned by a little boy for keeping flies off a horse 
at a blacksmith’s shop.” Another note was—” Five cents saved 
from money given t>y my lather to buy fire-crackers.” This 
plan interests the children very much.

37. In some schools the collections on the Sabbath are for 
mission purposes. How would you raise funds for other pur
poses ?
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I would take up a collection in the church for the Sabbath 
School. Make the church feel that they ought to support the 
Sabbath School.

38. What course would you take to remove children from 
a favorite teacher, whose class is too largo ?

1 would appeal to their magnanimity, and ask for volun
teers to go out to another class.

39. Is it advisable to have dialogues at anniversaries? How 
avoid it degenerating into a theatrical display ?

X have never used them. They may, I think, be used so as 
not to trench upon anything of a theatrical nature ; but I have 
had no experience in the matter.

40. What hour is the best for holding the Sabbath School ? 
Is it better to have Bible-classes in connection with the school ?

As to the hour of holding the school, each locality will have 
to be its own judge. In some places the church Sunday School 
is held in the morning, before church, so as to allow the teach eg 
to do mission work in the afternoon. As to the other part of 
the question, I would rather have the Bible-class in connection 
with the school, but in a separate room.

41. Would you have the children subscribe individually for 
Sabbath School papers, or would you get them through the 
friends of the school and distribute them to all the children?

I would by all means buy the papers from the general funds 
of the school, and distribute them to all.

42. How shall wo practically secure the good quality of the 
books in largo libraries ?

I have always found that if you get your books from your 
own denomination, you, as a general thing, got good ones. Bach 
denomination has a committee to examine every book before 
they admit it on their list. I never had any unsuitable books 
when 1 got them from the regular Church Boards ; but when I 
have gone to other publishing houses, 1 have got the wrong 
material very often.
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V i 43. Do you beliovo in the system of advancing scholars from 
class to class ?

Ido.
44. Would you hold a^teachors’ mooting on the Sabbath?
Yos, if you cannot got tho teachers out on a week-day.
45. How would you work a waning, sickly Union School 

into a denominational school, when that denomination is in the 
majority ?

I would retire from the Suporintondoncy of it, and hold a 
meeting, to organize a denominational school, next Sunday.

46. If young people have a habit of stopping outside of 
church during tho opening of tho school, how would you correct

this

It
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I would go out and plead with them, and urge thorn to come 
in ; and if they would not, I would go and preach tho gospel 
to them out there. A gentleman asked mo once what he could 
do to correct tho habit hitCpooplo had. The school was hold 
immediately after church, and tho men used to go out and sit on 
the fence, whittling sticks and talking about horses and politics, 
and wait till the school was over, so that thov could take tho 
children home with them. Tho boys’ ambition seemed to 
bo to go out and sit on the fence "too. 1 advised him next Sun
day to take his Bible, and go out to them and teach them. Ho 
did so, and after that day all came into the house. (Cheers.)
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the47. How would you act in a small village having six evan
gelical denominations, with no Sabbath School, whore they 
refuse to organize a denominational school?

Under such circumstances I would organize a Union School. 
I would, in any case, establish a Union School where I thought 
it would best promote the glory of Cod.

48. Are anniversaries beneficial to tho Sabbath School ? it
I think so, and I would have at them a good deal of singing, 

short speeches, and a report of tho state of tho school.
49. What number of pupils would you think sufficient f< 

one teacher to manage properly ?
Eight or ton, I think, is tho best number, when you have 

plenty of teachers ; when you are scarce of teachers you might 
enlarge the classes.

50. What is the best time for holding Sabbath Schools in 
small villages?

When you can got tho most children out, and when it is 
most convenient for them.

51. Should Conventions recommend catechisms when there 
are those present that disapprove of them ?
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I would not commit a Convention to any line of policy inare from
this matter.

52. Should the children be allowed to recite as many verges 
of scripture as they choose ?

No ' I think very often, time is wasted in hearing children 
recite 50 or 100 or 200 verses, for which they have been pro
mised prizes. This is wrong, and a great injury to the children. 
It is much better to hoar a few versos, and let the children 
understand what they are saying.

53. Should not children's meetings be encouraged and hold 
frequently, with a view to the conversion of the children ?

I think they are indispensible to ft Sabbath School. They 
have done more good to my Sabbath School than any other one 
tiling. Bring them together once a week to their prayer meet
ing and let them toll their experiences, and teach them to pray. 
Sonie teachers adopt the excellent plan of holding meetings at

ibath ?
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their own houses.
54 Should not children be constantly taught and encouraged 

to contribute for missions, and to personally engage m some 
mission work for Christ ?

Yes, by all moans.
55. Should children ho encouraged to attend more than one 

Sabbath School ?
Not as a general thing, unless they 

the balance of tho time. In that case 1 would send them to as 
many Sabbath Schools as possible. But whore children are 
taught rightly at home, one Sabbath School is enough.

50. Give your opinion of Sabbath School pic-nics ; how to 
conduct them.

Well, I think a Sabbath School pic-nic is a good thing, 
it rcquH-es more grace to manage it properly than any thing 
else 1 know of. I would never allow anything there that is 
wrong in any sense of the word; but lot children have lull 
liberty to enjoy themselves in all innocent amusements. 1 would 
have a school pic-nic about once a-ycar.

57. Would you promote
If I had a class of unruly pupils I would put them by them

selves, and give them to a teacher who has great aptitude toi 
the work, and a groat deal of patience and perseverance. Kalph 
Wells had a class of that kind ; he taught them himself tor a 

Olio time ho invited them to his house to tea, and
uld i)ot

running the streets

i School, 
thought but

ool?
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ciont fo^|
tily pupil to a higher class ?an unr

pu have 
ni might

ihoola in
long time. — ,
they stole his silver spoons I (Laughter.) But ho 
bo discouraged, ho persevered, hut 1 have not heard with what 
result.
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58. What is the relation between parents and the school ?
In a good many of our schools there is no relation at all, 

but there should bo a close relationship. Parents should encour
age the Sabbath School by their prayers and sympathy ; but in 
a good many places some parents seem to think their children 
of very little account—a sort of necessary nuisance—and do not 
care what becomes of them.

Scl

th<59. Is it expected that every male teacher should engage at 
stated times in the public exercises of the school, or at 
prayer, &c. ?

Not necessarily. I think the Superintendent as a general 
thing ought to offer up prayer, because he is supposed to know 
the wants of the school in general. Yet, I would occasionally 
ask a teacher to load in prayer, first notifying him of it.

60. Is it an advantage to furnish your class with a list of 
questions, bringing out the salient points, that they may study 
the lesson to advantage ?

I think so ; if you want them to study the lesson intelligently 
give them all the help possible. Lesson papers 1 think are 
admirable as a guide to the study of the Word of God.

61. Arc there any question books which could bo put into 
the hands of the scholars to assist them ?

by

adj

tin
There are those lesson papers and the Union question books 

for Union schools, which are a great assistance. But 1 would 
never allow the children to bring their question books to school, 
nor should a teacher have them at the school.

62. What is the legitimate authority of the teacher as a 
servant of Christ ?

His authority is supreme in his class for the time being, 
lie should ho implicitly obeyed. In case ho is unable to exercise 
that authority, the superintendent should come to his assistance.

63. Ought ministers to give up a regular appointment to 
attend a Sabbath School ?

I think not ; but they ought to regulate their appointments 
so that they can attend the Sabbath Schools.

64. Have you not seen signs of pride and fullness of words 
and other evils arising from children’s prayer meetings ?

I never have; I have seen the greatest simplicity and 
earnestness at those meetings I ever saw anywhere. I think 
the pride is generally in the older ones—pride, for instance, in 
making a fine oration. It was stated that Edward Everett on 
one occasion, made the finest prayer over offered to a Boston 
audience. The same fault may be found in many prayer meet
ings. But in children’s prayer meetings, earnestness and
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tho characteristics. I have never been so 
as I have with children's

simplicity
impressed in my life with prayers 
prayers at their prayer meetings.

65. What is the relation of the pastor to tho Sabbath

school ? 
m at all, 
Id oncour- 
Y ; but in 
1 children 
nd do not

School ?
The pastor is tho head of tho Sabbath School as well as of the 

church. I believe the Sabbath School is a part of tho church— 
the church among the children ; and if he is the pastor of tho 
church, it seems to mo he is tho pastor of tho Sabbath School 

The pastor should not bo allowed in tho Sabbath School 
by suffrage ; but should go there as a right.

This closed the questions and answers.
Mr. Phillips then sang K Too Late," and the Convention 

adjourned till 3 o'clock.
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elligontly 
think are MASS MEETING OF THE CHILDREN.

The Mass Meeting of tho children was held at 3 o’clock in 
tho afternoon. Although the day was rainy, tho children turned 
out in large numbers, filling almost tho entire body of the church. 
Tho galleries were occupied by the delegates and visitors. Tho 
Meeting was opened by singing the hymn “ Oh do not bo 
discouraged," after which Rev. Geo. Bell offered up prayer. The 
children then sang “1 will sing for Jesus," Mr. Phillips 
leading.

put into

.ion books 
t 1 would 
to school,

cher as a

Mr. Reynolds first addressed tho children. lie said :—1 
rejoiced to meet with you hero to-day. Shall I tell you why I 
came here ? I came here, travelling nearly a thousand miles, 
just to meet you. I left my business and my family, and came 
here for tho purpose of meeting a large number of gentlemen 
from all parts of this Dominion, and to talk with them about 
you. When I was a boy I didn’t think little hoys were of any 
account. One gentleman used to pat mo on the head, and say, 
“ Why; Willie, how do you do ? ” 1 loved that man for that as
long as he lived, and I love his memory yet. If anybody had 
told me then that 1 would live to see tho day when men would 
come thousands of miles to talk about little boys and girls, I 
could not have believed it. But that is what wo have boon hero

no being, 
o exorcise 
tssistancc. 
itmont to

ointments

of words

icily and 
I think 

istanco, in 
iVerett on 
a Boston 

lycr mcot- 
:ncs8 and

for, for the last few days. We think you arc of some account, 
if you don’t. I hoard a gentlemen tell in a Convention in 
Illinois of a little boy he know. One time his mother was pick
ing geese, and when she had gone to dinner, tho little fellow
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.

: thought ho would go in and try picking a little, and the first thing 
he knew, the gander gave him a terrible flap with his wings. lie 
got out as soon as ho could, and vowed everything against ganders. 
(Laughter.) The next dav his mother found all her goslings lying 
dead.' She asked—Who* did this? “I did,” said the little 
follow. “Why?” “ Because that old gander gave me such a 
terrible flapping yesterday.” “ But the goslings did not do you 
any harm,” said his mother. “ Yes, mother, said the little 
follow,'" but the goslings arc going to bo ganders after a while.” 
(Laughter.) You are going to be men and women a fier a while, 
and wo are trying to make you good men and women, and that 
is why wo came here—that you may grow up a blessing to this 
world, and not a curse. The other day I visited our State 
Penitentiary, and as I looked at the men there, I thought what 
a curse those men are to their families and their country ; how 
different it would have been had they, when boys, been trained 
up for Jesus and the Sabbath School. XV hile 1 was looking at 
them, one of them asked leave to speak to me. lfo came up, 
grasped mo by the hand, and saiu ho was so glad to see me. 
Who was that man ? 1 will tell you. Housed to be a school 
companion of mine. What brought him to the Penitentiary ? 
I had boon away from home some time, and on my return, I 
learned that ho had just boon cdXivictcd of murder and was then 
in jail. 1 called to see him. lie wept bitterly, and told mo his 
story. lie had left the Sabbath School, run away from home, 
and got in bad company. “O sir,” ho said, “it I had only 
stayed at the Sabbath School, I might now be a useful man. 
Cannot you save me ?” Ho was to bo hanged in three weeks, but 
through the exertions of myself and a few friends, his sentence 
was changed to imprisonment for life. That was the man I saw 
at the Penitentiary, and who rushed up to thank me for saving 
his life. Afterwards the Warden allowed him to come into 
another room with mo. lie told mo how ho had got into bad 

had learned to drink, and smoko and swear, and how 
man through the heart; ho did 
Had ho remained at the Sabbath
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company,
when he was drunk, he shot a 
not know what ho was about.
School when a boy, ho might have boon a blessing instead of a 
curse to his country. The only true safeguard, is to give your 
hearts to the Lord Jesus Christ. Boys and girls who love the 
Lord Jesus Christ, are happy in this life, and happy hereafter. 
If you want to do right through life, start right. And why 
should you not love Jesus ? lie left heaven and canto into this 
world for you ; ho was nailed to the eross on Calvary, the groat 
iron spikes were driven into his hands ; he suffered and died on 
the cross to pardon your sins and mine. Don’t you think you 
ought to love such a Saviour as that? Should not you and I bo 
ungrateful if wo did not love such a blessed Redeemer as that,
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„nd (jive Him our whole hearts ? If anybody gave you a beau- 
S present, would you not like to give l„m something back ; 
would you not love him? So wo should love the Lord Jesus 
Plirist who has done so much for us. One day I was at a moet- 
inn whore there were some boys and girls belonging to my 
Onbbath School, a great many of whom wore interested m the 
subiect of religion. 1 saw one very bad boy come m-ho had 
mL viven me a great deal of trouble in the school. 1 watched 
ti n take his seat, and saw that he was meditating mischief. 
Tlv-and-by I noticed lie was listening very attentively to what 
was being told to the children—the speaker was tolling them 
how Jesus died for them ; and ''now,” said he, “ a l ot you who 
want to become Christians, kneel down." 1 hoy all knelt down, 
but after the rest had all men this boy still renamed on his 
i.iiCI,b 1 went over to w n-e lie was, and said to him, Don t 
you think you ought to he Christian ?" Said he, “ Mr. Reynolds 
I think I mu a Christian. 1 came into this house to make fun and 
create a little disturbance ; hut when 1 listened to that gentleman 
,„il ll0W the Lord Jesus Christ suffered and died for mo, 1 thought, 
,-hat am 1 doing for J csits ? How 1 takcTlis name in yarn and do a 
créât many things that are wrong. What an ungrateful hoy I 
And 1 iust got rightdown there and asked Cod to pardon my sms for 

sake. And while 1 was there upon my knees something said 
■ Your sins arc all pardoned,' and now 1 believe 1 am a

united with our
Je.su» 
to me,
Christian." That hoy, a week ago
church, and 1 never ' heard anyone give noro satisfactory 
account of his conversion. Now are there , some boys here 
to-day, who, when they think what the Lord Jesus Christ has 
done for them,will give their hearts to Him? God grant that 
yon may, and that you may grow up to be earnest, zealous 
Christian men and women, and he a blessing wherever you go 
(Loud Cheers.)

Mr. Phillips sang “ I stood outside the gate.”
Rev W Hall, of Prescott, was then called upon to speak to 

the children. He spoke briefly, pointing out to the children the 
evil effects of what arc called little Bins, and warning them 
against thinking that any sins were trifling in the eyes of God 
lie illustrated this statement by several anecdotes, which pleased 
and instructed the children. In conclusion ho urged on the 
children to give their hearts to Jesus now, and asked all ot them 
who wished to do so to stand. A large number stood up. llo 

which the children repeatedthen ottered up a simple prayci 
after him.

Mr. Phillips then led the children in singing the hymn— 
“ Jesus the water of life will give.
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TRev. Mr. Fraser, of Barrio, the next speaker, began by 
giving the children an account of the great Railroad Mission 
School at Chicago, and showed how much good even children 
could do when they tried. But, said he, it is not enough for a 
boy to try to do good, lie must be good himself. A boy may try 
to do a great deal of good, and yet perhaps not be n flood boy 
himself. You may perhaps have seen a man take up a piece of 
ice in his hand and hold it up to the light. The light will pass 
through it, and can he made to set tire to something behind it, 
yet the iee will not melt. So a boy’s heart may bo cold,and yet 
he may be the means of bringing others to the Saviour. Mr. 
Fraser went on to urge the children to follow the Saviour, giving 
their hearts to Him, and imitate IIis example of doing good, lie 
concluded with a word to the teachers. Lot us try to make our 
Churches and Sabbath Schools attractive, and make the children 
love us, and they will love to come to the Sabbath School and 
the church. The teacher who does good will be rewarded. What 
can be. more pleasant to a teacher, than to meet the smiles of 
liia class, and above all J^ie smiles of oui1 Saviour.

Hymn—“ I'm trying to climb up Zion’s Hill,” was then sung.

Rev. Dr. Brass told a story of how some little creatures 
kept in a cage in the Zoological (fanions in London, gnawed 
away the side of the cage, and so weakened it that the tigers 
that were in the adjoining cage broke through and got out. So 
it was with what were called little sins, that kept burning down 
into the chamber of the heart, and sometimes undermined the 
great wall that kept the tiger passions in, Some few years 
ago the beautiful city of Portland was burnt to ashes ; and it all 
arose from a little boy lighting a match among some shavings. 
A vessel some time ago went down at sea. Why ? A little worm 
had got into one of the planks which the carpenters in building 
the vessel thoughtlessly put in, the worm had oaten a hole where 
the water came in. So with little sins, they may lead to very 
sad results. You may have heard of how robbers sometimes 
take a little boy and got him into places where they cannot got 
themselves, and then ho opens the door for them. That is what 
the great robber is doing all the time. Ho who has been a robber 
and a murderer from the beginning, is putting these little sins 
into the heart’s chamber, that they may open the door and let in 
a whole troop of sins that will destroy the soul. Dr. Burns illus
trated this statement by relating .several instances that had 
come under his own observation. There was no telling what 
little sins would lead to, if they were indulged in. The only 
safety was in the Saviour. During the late war in the States a 
man with a largo family was drafted, but before he was called 
away to the war, a young man volunteered to go in his place.
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man full in ono of the battles, and the man foiThis noble young 
whom ho hud served in the war putthis simple inscription over 

' He died for me.” There is one above all others 
Each one of you may say

began by 
>ad Mission 
on children 
lough for a

Ivhifdosorvcs to be called “ friend 

lodnv “lie died for mo and can yen do too much to show your 
lovo for Ilim. Every boy anil girl can find some means of doing 
something for Jesus; at any rate they should be good themselves, 
If ono IS really good himself, bo will find some way of doing good 
o others Remember children, that as you live, so you must die. 

Tffor you to live is Christ, then to die will be gain. A little 
ho used to attend the Sabbath School, while working in a 

Ho was taken to a

->y may try 
a flood boy 
p a piece of
it will pass 

behind it, 
•Id, and yet boy w--

«1,01) trot crushed with some machiner) 
house, his body terribly mangled. He asked to see Ins teacher. 
When the teacher came in, the little follow raised himself up 
and said, “ come nearer to me, teacher,” ho put his face to his 
teacher’s and kissed him, and whispered to him, “teacher, it is 
•ili 1 can give you, but you led me to Jesus.” Jesus soon ro- 
ionsed the little spirit from that mangled body, and took it to 
himself. Fellow teachers, labourers in this work, verily I say 
unto you, you shall by no means lose your reward. Children, 
you may all find Jesus, so that when you die you may go to be 
with Him, which is far better.

The Uov. Doctor resumed his seat amid loud applause.
The children then united in singing “ Shall we gath^/at 

Mr. Phillips leading, after which the benediction was 
cod, ami the mooting came to a dose.
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third day-evening session.

of the Convention, was very largelyThis, the last session 
attended. Every seat in the galleries, as well as the body ot the 
Church, was occupied. Temporary seats placed in the aisles were 
also tilled, and many had to content themselves with standing.

The Session was opened by Mr. Phillips singing “ All hail 
the power of Jesus’ name.” Rev. S. Jones prayed. Mr. Phil- 

“ There'll be no sorrow there,’ the audience joininglips sang 
in the chorus.

-!SABBATH SCHOOL SCRIFTUBK EXERCISES.CONCERTED
Mr Reeve, of Toronto, addressed the Convention on this 

subject. He saidi-The order of Sabbath School exercises called 
a Concert, which does not necessarily mean anything ot a musical 1
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order, comes to us, as so many of the good features of our Sabbath 
School organized labor come, from our brethren of the other tide. 
If we should be asked, before giving any account of them, what 
the necessity of them is, we should answer, “ There is none abso
lutely.” We recognize the iact, and we glory in it, that all that 
is necessary is that the hot, burning, living, heart of the Teacher, 
as a minister of the Lord Jesus, should get at the heart of the 
scholar, and the kernel as well as the bulwark of our Sabbath 
Schools is the half-hour or forty-live minutes allotted to the inter- 

of the teacher with his class. We make this remark in 
order to fortify ourselves against the possibility of any one getting 
the idea that wo would interfere with that sacred season, for we 
should be foremost in raising our voice against such an inter
ference. But if it can be shown, or if we can be led to admit, 
that in the course of the ordinary sessions, that the general inter
ests of the school arc promoted to such an extent, that the one 
afternoon, used as it is in the general exercises of the Concert, 
once in a month or two, as the ease may be, shall operate in quick
ening the teachers and scholars to such an extent, that in the 
opportunities of the intervening Sabbaths, there can be as much 
truth enforced in the aggregate, then we are in a position to dis
cuss with profit the best means of conducting these general 
exercises, and speaking of their benefit to the school. That a 
season of general public exercises, in which the teachers and 
scholars take part, thus clenching, if we may use the expression, 
their interest in the school, for it (toes cement the interest of any 
one in any body to which they may belong to take public part in 
its exercises, are beneficial. Mainly, perhaps, because it affords 
an opportunity of bringing the school prominently, and in an 
interesting manner, before the members of the church and 
gregation, and the parents of the children, who are so often what 
we might term sleeping partners in this grand concern. And we 
all know how necessary it is to do that sometimes, in order that 
they may be reminded now and then that they have an interest 
in the affair. I believe the school I have the honor to represent on 
this occasion, is the only one that has introduced these concerts, 
with perhaps very few exceptions, with any measure of success. 
After the usual devotional exercises in opening the school, the 
Superintendent announces the subject of the concert, which is 
generally expressed in one word, such as “ Faith," “ Hope,” 
“ Love, “ Jesus,” and so on, and calls for the verses upon it, 
which, sometimes by previous arrangement, in handing round 
slips of paper, with a number and a passage of Scripture written 
upon it, being handed round the Sunday before, and sometimes 
leaving it to the impulse of the children, are repeated, all having 
in them the word or some reference to the subject. By this means 
we have in the open school, with always a full attendance, and
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many of the members of the church who never go to the school, 
executing on these occasions, a long string of passages of Scrip
ture hearing upon one subject. We believe that there arc many 
things in the Word of God hard to be understood. We believe 
that many of our scholars encounter these difficulties, and some 

We all of us know how easy it is for a
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scholar to puzzle us on some question of Biblical doctrine 
belil've the best interpreter of Scripture is Scripture itself; the 
weapons of our warfare are not carnal ; and I will here mention 
and heartily endorse a recommendation of Rev. C. 11. Spurgeon. 
Ho siid, If ever you have a subject to prepare, instead of taking 
a Commentary take a Concordance, and find all the passages you 

with your subject in it. Let your explanations of Scripture 
be Scripture itself. We believe that, for instance, to go through 
and encounter nil the controversies concerning the nature and 
power of faith that arc sure to assail our scholars, as they have 
ns, nothing will fortify us so well as the glorious panoply of all 
the word, the whole counsel of God, upon that subject; and it is 
of inestimable value to the knowledge of the truth that it should 

tiled thus in the fullness of its different departments or 
Suppose, by way of illustration, we take the subject of 

Faith, and dangle a string of Scripture pearls upon this string 
before you:—

We

s

he \<mv
fcatWs.

:
“ Behold his' soul which ,is lifted up, is not upright in him, 

but the jqst shall live by faith.”
“ For ye are all the children of Qod by faith in Christ Jesus.”
“ And that from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, 

which are able to make thee wise unto salvation through faith which 
is in Christ Jesus."

.a

1
'I

“That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye 
being rooted and grounded in love.”

“For by grace are ye saved through faith ; and that not of 
yourselves : it is the gift of God:

“ And he found in him, not having mine owu righteousness* 
which is of the law, but that which is through the faith of Christ, 
the righteousness which is of God by faith.”

“Testifying both to the Jews, and also to the Greeks, re
pentance toward God, and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ.”

“ Know ye therefore that they which arc pf faith, the 
the children of Abraham.”

For the promise, that he should he the heir of the wodd, 
not to Abraham, or his seed, through the law, but through the 

righteousness of faith.
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“ For if they which are of the law be heirs, faith is made 
void, and the promise made of none effect :

“ Because the law worketh wrath : for wltere no law is, there 
it no transgression.

“Therefore it is of faith, that it might be By grace ; to the 
to all the seed ; not to that only faitlend the promise might be 

which is of the law, but to that also which is ot the iaith of 
who is the lather of us all.”Abraham ;

“For unto us was the gospel preached, as well as unto them; 
but the word preached did not profit them, not being mixed with 
faith' in them that,heard it."

had

“ But to him that worketh not, but believeth on him that 
. justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for righteousness.

“ But without faith it is impossible to please him; for he that 
cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder 
of them that diligently seek him.”

by f

the sick, and the Lord Bloj“ And the prayer of faith shall save
and if he have committed sins, they shall beII shall raise him up ; 

forgiven liitn.”
“I am «crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live ; yet not I, 

but Christ liveth in me : and the life which I now live in the flesh 
I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave 
himself forme.”

“ For whatsoever is born of God ovcrcometh the world : and
faith.”

the salvation of your

H '

thethis is the victory that overcometh the world, 
“ Receiving the end of your faith, even

even our

I
II How could we give a better lesson on faith ? There is 

no doubt in our mind that in the minds of our scholars, who
of conviction timijust beginning to reason, there are processes 

on, that in the most solemn manner affect their destinies.
........„ ’we mean is this. By listening to the passages we have
read, a eertaip set of convictions fix themselves on their minds 
and take the form of opinions, and though a scholar may 
not remember a single passage, to repeat it, the words 
of Scripture may be forgotten, but the convictions and opinions 

And if they are based upon Scripture, pure and simple, 
they must be right and safe. We should not care to put 
troversy concerning faith and works into the hands of our children, 
biit all Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and we are not 
afraid to put the other side of the question in this wise

“ Go thy way, eat thy bread with joy and drink thy wine 
with a merry lie^rt, for God now accepteth thy works.”

/wgo 01 
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j « What doth it profit, my brethren, though a man say he hath 
fdjth,^m<l have not works ? can faith save him?” 

a u Even so faith,' if it hath not works, is (lead, being alone.
“Yea,'a man may say, Thou hast faith, and I have works : 

shew me thy faith without thy works, and I will shew thee my 
faith by my works.”

“ Was not Abraham our father justified by works, when he 
had offered his son Isaac upon the altar?

“ Seest thou how faith wrought with his works, and by 
works was faith made perfect ?”

“ Ye see then how that by works a man is justified, and not 
by faith only.”

“Likewise also was not Rahab the harlot justified by works, 
when she had received the messengers, and had sent them out 
another way ?”

j “ And I heard a voice from heaven saying unto me, Write, 
Biased are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth : Yea, 

the Spirit, that they may rest from their labours ; and their 
* wo&s do follow them.”

to the 
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ie that 
rarder

i Lord 
ball be

ie flesh All truth is harmonious ; wo know that what wo have 
road is truth. Wo fnay not bo ablo to harmonize it, but
wo can leave that to the chief riVusician. It may bo asked why 
not do all this in the ordinary exercises, without the concert. In 
the first place the concert gives us the advantage of getting the 
parents to take an interest in tihe school. In the next place, 
these concerts are interesting occasions on which we have other 

which it would he difficult to find a place for, except 
upon these occasions. For instance, the teachers are asked 
sometimes to address the scholars upon the subject ; some
times we have a prayer meeting, getting those to take part, 

yiki have recently joined the church. And lastly, they not only 
will provide the variety of exercises, the importance of which 
has been recognized in the discussions of this Convention, but 
attract to the conduct and objects of the school the countenance 
and consideration of the members of the church and congrega
tion with which it is connected ; a consummation devoutly to be 
wished for.

if your
exercises

lero is

viction
stinies.

minds

words 
pinions 
simple, 
l a con- 
hildren, 
are not

Mr. Phillips sang a Temperance song, after which Mr. 
Grafton, of Montreal, read the following paper on

xy wine
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SABBATH SCHOOL LIBRA 11 Y—H O W'-TO SELECT AND HOW 
TO DISTRIBUTE.

THE
I ;

be
fca

Tlio library is not a necessary appendage to the Sumtiiy 
School yet we cannot be surprised if most persons have come to 
view it as such—when we consider the value of good book* m 
the influence they exert over both intellect and heart.

The Sunday School library has been viewed as a moans for 
extending to the home of the pupil the influence of the school, 
and cnabTing<he parent to share with his child, to ÿme extent,
in its benefits. Z .

If however, the books loaned be untruthful, sensational, or 
flimsy,’ the fact of their coming from the Sunday School, only 
renders them more pernicious and dangerous.

The objectionable character of many books found in Sunday 
School libraries, together with trouble and annoyance attending 
the distribution, has led some of the best Sunday School men 
to advocate the exclusion of the library, and it were better that 
this should at once be done, than that Christian teachers of the 

should incur the responsibility of training up a generation

to

\ fini

■

. 'in,

tai
its

■ young
of novel readers. , , , •,,

On this continent, Sunday School books are so rapidly 
multiplying, that quantity and quality do not keep pace with 
each other. The demand fbr new books tends to stimulate and 
to increase the number of writers—upon whom .higher pressure 
is broughtlo boar by the offer of prizes for the best story books 
—an examination of some of those prize books has led mo iodho 
conclusion that little confidence is to be placed in the judgment of 

Sunday School publishers, or even in the Committes ot 
some publishing societies. The advertisements of booksellers 
aro not always to bo relied upon, while the literacy notices of,the 

% religious press have too often proved deceptions as to the real 
character and worth of books. There are probably few Sunday 
School libraries in this country which do not contain books which 
ought to be put out—for these reasons. If the library is to bo 
retained in the Sunday School, the question of the selection of 
books is an important and practical

Perhaps the first duty of teachers should bo the examination 
of the books they now have, and the rejection of those found 
unsuitable and injurious. The Sunday School worker as the 
instructor of the young in the truth of God’s word, ought 
assuredly to bo careful tltfit tho scholar does not carry from the 
school an antidote to tho truth in the form of a library book. 
One inference is self-evident—if there aro so many unsuitable— 
so called religious books in circulation, and if tho judgment of 

to bo trusted, then teachers
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must assume the responsibility of carefully examining every 
i book before it is placed in the library. This supposes them to 

be qualified for the task, but many years’ experience leads to the 
fear that too many touchers do not realise their responsibility as 
to the character of the books they introduce into the school.

Let us first ask—what are the books wjuch iriay properly 
find a place in the Sunday School Library I

May we select works on History, Science, Travels, and 
books of general information—or must we be restricted to those 
which are purely religious.

The answer to this question will depend upon what wo 
understand to be the design of the Sunday School Library.

If it be to diffuse general information and to promote the 
intelligence of youth, then all bookmsuited to this end whether 
written from a Christian standpoint or not,—provided they con
tain nothing against Christianity,—may properly be placed upon 
its shelves—and, let mo say here—I would rather my child read 
such books, than the flimsy, trashy, sometimes sensational 
religious story books unhappily so plentiful.

If the object, however, be to make known scriptural truth 
and to supplement the religious instruction of the Lord's Day— 
then none out religious books are admissable.

Hero the question arises :—What is a religious book ? A 
book which teaches and illustrates divine truth in accordance 
with thqjliblo—which records the working of the Spirit of God 
in the individual soul and among the nations, which aims in 
describing the works of God—or oven the works of man—to show 
forth the glory and perfections of the Creator—is a religious 
book. There arc books called religious which do not belong to 
those divisions. Leaving out of view all secular or merely moral 
books, what arc the kinds of religious books to be found in 
Sunday School Libraries?

1. 'those which arc purely spiritual as Baxter’s Saints’ 
Rest, or Rutherford’s letters.

2. Those which explain and enforce the doctrines of
Christianity, such as—works on the Atonement—on the Divinity 
of Christ—on the Holy Spirit—the Trinity—Justification by 
faith, and so forth. , .

3. Books which deal with truth specially addressed to the 
individual conscience and heart, as— Bonar’s way of Peace— 
James’ Anxious Inquirer—Reed’s Blood of Jesus, and Hall’s 
Come to Jesus and Follow Jesus.

4. Works on the evidences of Christianity, and on the 
genuineness of the Old and New Testament writings.

5. The history of the Church of Christ, and of missions, 
ancient and modern.

G. Christian biography of all ages and of all classes.
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wil7. Narrativos or true stories of early conversion to Christ, 
and books which illustrate the power of Divine grace in the * 
youthful heart.

8. Bible narratives—or studios and works which throw 
light on Eastern geography—history—manners and customs 
such as Biblical allasses and dictionaries. Here come in Niven's 
Biblical Antiquities and those attractive and valuable volumes 
by the Religious Tract Society,—the Arabs, the Jews—their 
Rites and Worship—manners and customs, &c.

9. Allegories—Conversations — Dialogues and Narratives
which teach or illustrate truth—such as, Banyan's Pilgrim— 
Scott's Force of Truth—Hannah More’s stories or Ashworth’s 
Strange Tales. *

10. Story Books in the form of fiction, but based upon facts.
11. Story Books and biographies of children or adults, 

which obscure truth, pervert the gospel and inculcate 
Such as teach that a child died because it was too good for 
earth—or that children will go to heaven if they try to be good.

12. Story Books—sometimes silly—always weak—some 
sensational—and all useless, unless to show what nonsense can 
be written in the name of religion.

This brief and necessarily imperfect summary, will show 
that if a Sunday School Librarÿ is wanted, after leaving out the 

1 objectionable there is no lack of material of\the tnost attractive 
and valuable kind from which to select, but bo^ks in d-ho eleventh 
and twelfth classes must bo rejected. Their whole tendency is 
bad, and if wo would not teach error in the school—are we 
blameless—if we spread it through the Library.

A Book cannot always bo judged of by its title. Then you 
cannot safely select from catalogues. If you take a made-up 
Library you defer to the judgment of those interested in selling 
the books, and their selection is not always the best. You may 
ask an individual in whom you have confidence to select, but 
this does not give you the personal knowledge of the books being 
such as you could approve. The teachers should themselves 
select from books which they have read. Each school should 
have a library committee, of not loss than three persons—each 
of whom should-read evfcry book, when one objects, his onction 
should bo considered by the whole, and no book accepted till a 
majority had approved it.

It will be said this involves time and labor. It does ; but 
ought this to bo thought of in view of the object aimed at—the 
circulation of a pure, sound Scriptural literature among children 
and youth ? In this labor there is profit This plan is not prac
ticable with the present way of adding fifty or a hundred volumes 
at one time. Now' books should be introduced one by one. This
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will give opportunity for careful selection, and do away with 
what is felt in the United States to be a source of evil—the 
addition of a large number of books at one time.

HOW TO DISTRIBUTE.

The distribution of books has been, and still is, a grievance 
in many Sunday Schools. Teachers are annoyed and Superin
tendents distressed by the interruptions and disorder occasioned 
by Librarians. The only wonder is, that any body of teachers 
submit to such an interferenço with their classes. One simple 
rule would end this annoyante. The Librarian ought not to be 
allowed access to any class during the time allotted for teaching.

The day may come when every congregation will have its 
library, as well as the Sunday School, and then possibly—in 
most places—the books will be changed on a week-day. But 
till then, wo suppose it must form Sunday work for some one. 
How, then, is it to bo done ?

1. The Library should be placed in a room by itself, or in a 
fenced-off corner of the school-room.

2. None but the Librarian or his assistants should bo allowed 
access to the Library.

3. The librarians should be hold responsible for the good 
order and safe keeping of the books..

In the distribution of the books there is required—
1. Simplicity of plan.
2. Accuracy.

* 3. Pbrmancnce of Record—so that the librarian can show at
any time how rffftny scholars have used the library the number 
of books taken out—how long any book has been outo-what 
books are most used, and what books are least read.

After a careful examination of a number uf plans in opera
tion in the United States, in my judgment, *at used in the Rev. 
Henry Ward Beecher’s Mission School is the only one which 

all these, which I doom essential conditions. The plan
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The library in a room by itself—every scholar is numbered— 
the librarian keeps two books, one numbered for scholars, the 
other numbered lor books. Each scholar has a catalogue and a 
card. On the latter the scholar enters the number of books he 
wishes—this card is handed to the librarian’s assistant before the 
opening exercises, when returned books are also gathered. The 
books wanted are selected and entered by the assistants, one oi 
whom charges the book to the scholar's number, while the other 
sots down the number of t^scholar opposite the number of the
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book. This doublo-pormancnt-rocovd shows at oneo what 
scholars have hooks, and enables the librarian to ascertain at a 
glance who has any particular book.

This plan suits well a large schoojf; but a school of not over 
100 scholars may get on well with on'o record book. The writer 
kept a library on this plan in a school in England, of over 300 
scholars, with perfect ease, although unassisted.

appt
worl 
has )

i

The system of tags, pegs and loose card registers, no busi
ness man would have in his office, and they ought to have no 
place in the Sunday School.

At this stage of the proceedings the following report 
read and received :

“At a meeting of delegates of 'this Convention returning 
by the evening train going west, convened at the (j. T. II. Depot, 
tied over )>y Brother W. Reynolds, of Peoria, 111., a cordial and unan 
vote of thanks was passed to the people of Belleville for their more than 
liberal Christian hospitality. At this meeting earnest addresses were 
delivered, pledging the delegates to renexced consecration# Jesus, and to the 
work of leading the children lo Him. Sinners were invited to accept 
Christ, and great grace rested Cm nil."

imous

I »! a

Mr. D. McLean paid that when they wrote to engage Mr. 
Phillips for the Convention, ho stated that he had engagements 
for a year ahead. Ho would suggest that Mr. Phillips be 
engaged for the next Convention—carried unanimonsly, the 
delegates rising to their foot and cheering enthusiastically.

Rev. Mr. Mari.ino moved that.tho' reports of this Convention 
be sold at the rate of five for a dollar, so as to enable the Publish
ing Committee to have thorn printed in larger typo than former 
reports,—Carried.

By request, Mr. Phillips sang “Too Lato.”

i

The Chairman announced that Mr. Phillips had declined to 
receive any renumcration for his very valuable se>wic\> 
Convention, presenting the amount due him to tho Association.

It was tho intention of the Association to have

s to the

(Loud Cheers.)
given Mr. Phillips $50; lie would therefore suggest that that 
amount bo placed upon the list as Mr. Phillips’ subscription. 
(Cheers.)

!
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Ecv Joel Biuoos now made a financial statement and

sa raart « sate
WOrl< of county and township organization, which the Convention

writer 
nr 300

has resolved to carry out

SVBSf'RIPTIONS TOWARD $000

§50 no 
25 00 
25 00 
25 00
25 00

Ikfh. Billa Flint................
K. I. Walker, Toronto ...
D. McLean, “
S. It. Btiggs, “
W ,1. MvC'alla, St. Catharines
Alexander St Baptist S.S, Toronto 30 00 C. A. Morso 
Alice St. l'viin. Moth., “ 1,1 IMI lSi Biifefeb
•Friend, Montreal........................... 10 00
7ion Church S. S., Toronto........... 10 00 Mr. Ashdown.
Berkeley St. W. M. S. S., Toronto 10 00 R. 8. Mai'tm." 
John St. Presb. Cl,„ Belleville ... 10 00 A 0. NorU.nV
St. Uoorge W. Moth, St. Uoorge 10 00 Alex. McBoWlç

ÏX 00 D. W Beadi,.
D. W. Beadle, “
St. Andrew’s, Belleville . A

-> l^isi-

I

; home

nimoua 
re than 
;s were 
d to the
accept

10 00
10 00 Rev. J. C. Smith. 
20 00 .!. A. Boyd.
10 (X) W. Johnson.
10 00 A. Chown.
10 00 P. D. Conger.
5 00 (t. Goulding.

10 00 W. J. Porte.
15 00 Hon. B. Flint.
25 00 Rev. E. Ebbs.
10 00 John S. Mink.
10 00
10 00 Rev. John Scott.
5 00 William Craig.

15 00 D. D. Bogart.
5 oo James Ponton.
5 00 John Form.

Snencerville Presbyterian 8. S ... 5 00 Be». B. Multan.
Prim. Meth., Kingston................. 5 00 W. Lacey.
Episcopal Methodist, Belleville .. 15 00 Rev. A. Carman. 
♦Roebuck Union S., Ed'wardsburg 5 00
Etobicoke Prim. Metli................... 10 00 Rev. J. f°>es-
Bridge St. W. M. S. S., Belleville. 20 00 lion. B. Hint, 

a a “ « . 10 00
5 00 W. Johnson. , 
5 00 Rev. W. Bee^'
5 oo J. J. Woodhouse. 

10 00 C. Maguire, $1*
2 00 J. Bins ted.

10 00 R. Rutherford.
6 00 W. A. Johnston.

Bond St. Baptist, Toronto...........
Bleecker St.. W. Meth., Belleville

KingstonKnngston 
rist Church,

Sayer St “
Wesleyan S. S., Picton..............
Bridge St. W. Meth., Belleville
Ottawa S. S. Association,..........

“ Meth. Episcopal...........
Friend, Montreal......................
Presbyterian S. S., Napaneo ..
Port Hope Baptist............
John St. Presb., Belleville

Belleville 
Toronto..
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Bleecker St. Church, “ 
Reach Circuit Prim. Meth. S. S 
Western Union S. S., Toronto ..
Lindsay W. Methodist.................
William St. Yorkvillo Cong. S. S.
Pcterboro' W. Methodist............
Contre Ch. W. M., Ameliasburg.

I

I
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SUBSCRIPTION TOWARDS WOO—(Continued.)

Mr. Miller, Markham..................
Episcopal Methodist, Farmersville
Grafton Presbyterian...................
Napanee Episcopal Methodist....
Methodist Episcopal, Ottawa....
Union School, Bogart..................
•Wesleyan Methodist, Napanee..
Central Mission S. S., Toronto ...

J Cosoy Hall, Belleville..................
W. Meth. S. S., Spencerville.......
Presbyterian S. S, Melrose........
W. Moth S. S Bridgewater.......
Bond St Baptist, Toronto..........
•Female Friend, 4th Con., Hunt'll 
Cohourg Wesleyan Methodist....
Portsmouth Episcopal Methodist.
Philip Phillips, New York...........

The sums marked with an asterisk tvere paid.

6 00
1F. Chisholm.

W. E. Johnston. 
J. D. Bell, 
George Godwin. 
A. L. Bogkrt.

5 00
5 00 prose

The
5 00

/ ' 10 00
6 00

10 00
J. J. Wood house. 
Mrs. Furmval. 
William Bennett. 
Mrs. Turnbull. 
James Harrison. 
J. A. Boyd.

5 00
by It10 00

5 00 15 00 
5 00 

10 00
the v 
State 
witty 
who

1 50
D. Beatty.
Rev. F. W. Dobbs.

10 00
5 00 the

50 00

Chrii 
of th

at h< 
bo p:

After the collectient and subscriptions wore taken up, Mrs. 
Mullin, a lady teacher, from Huntingdon, requested permis
sion to say a few words to the Convention. She gave a very 
interesting account of her labours, how that four years ago she 
found the children of her neighborhood without any religious 
instruction, had gathered them together in a Sabbath School 
and taught them the-word of God, and how the school had 
increased in numbers, and was the means of doing much good 
to the parents as well as the children. She was pleased to bo 
regarded as one of the laborers in the Sabbath School cause, and 
trusted her school would not bo forgotten in the prayers of tho 
Convention. It was a glorious work in which they 
engaged, and she felt cheered and encouraged by attending tho 
meetings of the Convention.
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On motion of D. McLean, tho following gentlemen were 
appointed Publishing Committee :—The General Secretary, J. J. 
Woodhouso, R I. Walker and J. G. Hodgins.

On motion, it^was decided to hold the next Convention in 
October next.

Mr. I). McLean said that though the invitation from Galt 
had been accepted that was not tho only invitation received, 
Kingston had sent an invitation to hold the Convention there, 
and though they had to decline it, having accented tho Galt 
invitation before it was received, yet it would doubtless keep 
till next year. It was gratifying to know that in the future 
they would have no trouble in finding a place to hold tho 
Annual Convention of tho Association.
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RESOLUTIONS.

Rov. Geo. Bell Chairman of the Committee on Resolutions, 
were adopted :

Resolutions beg leave to report as

presented the following resolutions, which

The Committee on
follows :
They submit the following additional resolutions for adoption 

by the Convention :
j That this Convention has welcomed with peculiar pleasure 

the visitors who have come at our invitation from the United 
States:—Br. Burns, still a Canadian, though residing abroad, 
witty, wise and warm-hearted as ever:—Philip Phillips, Esq., 
who has led our service of song with skill unequalled, developing 
the devotional feeling of the delegates, and tending to the 
improvement of this important part of Sabbath School exorcises: 
—and William Reynolds, Esq., as a représentative of the 
Christian Laymen and Volunteer Sabbath School Missionaries 
of the noble State of Illinois. We wish them, and all similar 
workers throughout the United States, God speed in their work 
at home; and trust that some like-minded helpers will always 
bo present at our annual Convocations.

II. That the thanks of this Convention are hereby tendered 
to the following individuals and companies: #

(1.) To the Christian people of Belleville of various 
denominations, for their large and generous hospitality towards 
the delegates, who will ever look back with gratitude and 
pleasure to their visit to this place.

(2.) To the Trustce\)f the Wesleyan Methodist Church in 
this place, for the use of their place of worship; also, to the 
other churches who granted their places of worship for the moot
ing of the sections.

(3.) To the General Secretary and Treasurer for their 
able services to the Association.
(4.) To thq Railway and Steamboat Companies who have 

granted reductions of faros to Ministers and Delegates attending 
the Convention.

(5 ) To the Local Committee, and especially to William 
Johnson, Esq., thW Secretary, lor the thorough and complete 
arrangements which have tended so much to the efficiency and 
comfort of the Convention.

(6.) To those gentlemen who cheerfully responded to the 
call of the Executive Committee, and of the Convention itself, to 
take a prominent part in the proceedings.
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III. That in view of the vast and increasing interest attach
ing to the Sabbath School work, and the fact'that this work is 
becoming year by year a still greater power in the church and 
the country, the Convention urge on all concerned the following:

(1. To feel more deep that the legitimate province of the 
Sabbath School is to leach he living word of God, for bringing 
souls to Jesus, and then training them up in the divine life.

(2.) To exercise great care in the selection of hymns for 
Sabbath School use, and that an improvement in the style of 
music be aimed at, in order that the department of praise in our 
schools may tend more to prove a means of grace to the scholars.

(3.) To use all suitable means by prayer, careful acquaint
ance with thè Bible, and a prudent and cautious use of improved 
apparatus ami, modes of teaching, in order to increase tho 
efficiency of the Sabbath Schools.

(4.) To establish and conduct weekly Teachers’ meetings, 
for studying the lesson ahd conferring on the spiritual state of 
the school. *

(5.) To use all legitimate efforts to produce an increased 
interest in the churches of our land on behalf of this important 
part of the church’s work, and to induce more persons of piety, 
skill and diligent Bible study, to take the position of Superinten
dents and Teachers.

(6.) That in view of the grand career of growth in wealth 
population so evidently opening ujf before our New Dominion, 

the tore most place in the prayers and exertions of the Church 
should bo given .to the religious training of our youth, in order 
that/our spiritual growth may outstrip rather than fall behind 
our material progress, and so the moral evils incident to great 
earthly prosperity bo averted, and that “righteousness ” brought 
in “ which (alone) oxaltcth a nation.”

(7.) That inasmuch as children are more easily impressed 
by divine truth than those of more advanced ago, the members 
of this Convention hereby solemnly pledge themselves to renewed, 
and if possible, increased efforts to bring tho children to Jesus 
before they are exposed to the temptations of more mature years.
n (8.) That this Convention, appreciating the groat importance 

and necessity of planting Sabbath Schools in destitute neighbour
hoods, bid a hearty God-speed to those who are engaged in 
this work under all tho various organization's.

(9.) That this Convention while recognizing the capabilities 
for good in tho institution of Sabbath School Libraries, recom
mend that tho most watchful and jealous care bo exercised 
both in selecting the books and in employing such a method of 
distributing them as may not in any manner encroach upon or 
interrupt the proper work of instruction.
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Iîcv. Mr. Bo yes ottered up prayer, and Mr. Phillips sang 
There is a Fountain tilled with

l attach- 
work is 
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« Singing for Jesus,” and 
blood."

ADDRESS BY REV. DR. BURNS.

Rev. Dr. Brass was vvry^ordially received, lie said. Mr. 
Chairman and Christian friends, 1 have been almost overpowered 
by this music. 1 was thinking of the celebrated Irish orator 
who wa* engaged to preach a charity sermon on one occasion. 
Just, before the meeting be had the children placed in the 
galleries, and concealed from view by a curtain. When the 
audience had all collected, the curtain was drawn aside. Point- 

to the children, the speaker'said “.There they are 
all his sermon, and there never was such a collection as on 

1 feel that if we could to-night have the vail

life
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style of 
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Thating

that occasion
drawn aside that covers our eyes we would see ten thousand 
times .ten thousand, and thousands of t ltousands of precious 
young immortals up yonder

lootings, 
state of i“There they are

11 Around the throne of God in heaven 
Ten thousand children stand,

Whose fiins are all through Christ forgiven,
A holy, happy hand, singing,

Glory, glory be to God on high.

These are the fruits of that glorious enterprise in connec
tion with which wo have been permitted to meet during these 
days of heaven upon earth. The Sabbath School is a great 
unitor of countries. Our American friends, wo are glad to 
receive with warm hearts, just as they open their hearts and 
their homos to your representatives when they go over there.
The Sabbath School is a grand unitor of churfhos as wull- 
Wo have had 18 denominations represented here, all working 
in harmony in the one great cause. Said a chaplain, having no 
groat sympathy for evangelical piety, to a dying soldier, “to which 
denomination do you belong?" “ Denomination 1" said the poor * 
dying man in surprise, “ Yes, of what persuasion are you ?” “Per
suasion,” said the dying soldier, and then raising himself up, with 
his last breath said, “ Persuasion ! I am persuaded that neither 
death nor life, nor angels nor principalities, nor powers, nor 
things present, nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor 
any other creature shall bo able to separate me from the love of 
God in Christ Jesus my Lord.” Blessed persuasion ! may wo 
all belong to it. (Cheers). The Sabbath School has done a 
groat deal to break down all obstacles in the way of Christian 
union, and to present to the world the beautiful sight of 
brethren dwelling together in unity. (Cheers.) When the 
tides are low if We go down to the beach we find a groat many
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little pools, and one pool has no intercourse with the other pools. 
But go down when the tide is high and where are the pools? All 
gone. Just soil is when the tide of religious sentiment and sympa
thy is low, there you find ecclesiastical pools ; but when the tide 
arises, as it has been rising these last three days, where are the 
pools? The Sabbath School is the grand feeder of the churches. 
My friend ltoynolds commenced his school a few years ago with 
seven pupils taken from the saloons; to-day ho has 485 scholars 
and growing out of the school, a church begun two years ago 
with twenty-four members, and to-day it has 148 members, most 
of them members of the school. All our churches are aided more 
or loss by the Sabbath School, so much so that it has grown into 
a proverb that “ the Sabbath School is the nursery of the Church." 
And it is from these nurseries that wo take those that will be 
plants of renown—those who will devote themselves to the 
preaching of the Gospel. There is a.Sabbath School in Roch
ester that has sent out one hundred ministers of the Gospel. 
The Sabbath School is the great feeder of the membership of 
the Church, and the groat supplier of the ministers as well. 
Then the Sabbath School is the groat developer of the gifts and 
graces of the members of the Church. The Church is not a 
hospital, though some people regard it as such. “ The good ship 
Zion carries no passengers," said the late Dr. Paton, “ only a 
crew, all working, and her Captain expects every man, woman 
and child to do their duty. We need Him who raised Lazarus 
from the dead to say to the buried talents and gifts of the 
bors of the Church come forth I come forth!" We need that 
life-giving voice. The Lord has need of the humblest and most 
insignificant member of the Church. Ho gives to every man 
his work ; there is work for each one, and no other can do it for 
him. Lot us carry away with us this thought—the personal 
responsibility of each one of us, the importance of individual 
effort, the need of each one responding to the call and on bended 
knee replying, “ Lord what wouldstthou have mo to do?" Let 
us carry away with us faith in God’s personal command, faith in 
God’s special providence, which regulates the movements of the 
mightiest angel as wel 1 as the minutest insect,and kindles the glow
worm’s spark as well as the fires of those vast suns that blaze 
throughout immensity. Faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, a simple 
child-like trust, a fueling that it is not new-fangled notions that 
are needed, but the old, old Gospel, “the old, old story ’’ of the 
Cross,—that is what is needed to bo taught to our children in the 
Sabbath School. Outsiders looking on do not understand what all 
this work is about ; they see no need for those organizations and 

®| I' Conventions. They look upon them as Sanballat and Tobiah
did upon the rebuilding of the holy city by Nohemiah—“ Even 

I j| | I; that which they build, if a fox go up ho shall oven break down
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their stone wall.” We have our Sanballats and Tobiases among 
us1 they think the work we arp engaged in is a very small 
thing ; but wo would not be careful to answer them. We 

Id’ rather that our Sabbath School teachers meet them in 
the spirit of the noble Nehemiah, saying, “ Wo are doing 
a great work ; why should the work cease whilst 1 leave it 
and come down to them.” John tyneaton, the architect of the 
Eddystono light-house, had finished it; a tremendous storm 
camo on, and the heart of the architect tailed within him lost 
the light-house should not stand. Ho was a Christian, and spent 
the night in prayer. Next morning he sallied forth to see what 
effect the storm had had on the lighthouse. On seeing its sym
metrical form rising above the billows, he flung himself on his 
knees and exclaimed, “Thank God it stands, thank God it 
stands.” The Sabbath School is a light-house to give light to 
thoso that are in darkness, and though the storms have swept 
over it and the waves have dashed against it, thank God it 
etands, thank God it stands. (Cheers.) Let us carry away with us 
afirmer faith in the instrument we employ, the sword of the Spirit. 
One time a train ran off the track, over an embankment, and one 
of the cars rested upon a poor fellow wdio was crushed and dying. 
Efforts wore made to extricate him, but in vain, till a man 
came along with a screw, and by means of it raised the ruined 
mass, and the dying man lived. Humanity lies bleeding and 
dying like that poor man. Philanthropists come, social refor
mers come, and they use all manner of appliances ; they seek 
out many inventions, to lift the mass up, but in vain. But here 
comes one, having no beauty, nor form nor comeliness to the 
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pised instrument, but Ho is mighty to save ; 
mass and they live. Should we not carry away 
this Convention the armour of faith with which to resist 
attacks of the world and the devil ? Lessops, the great engineer 
of the Suez Canal, has propounded a scheme for the cutting of 
a canal through the great desert, turning it into an Jiden, and 
changing the whole temperature of Africa. God is «Cutting out 
a canal that Will flood the whole moral desert of the' earth with 
the water of life, that will turn the wilderness into the garden 
of the Lord. And in connection with the Sabbath School are 
wo not making a grand lock in that canal ? Let every one put 
in his spade and dig and dig at that canal, that that glorious 
era may bo brought in, when
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i slain for us.
The dwellers in the vales and in the rocks shout to each other, 
And lofty mountains from distant mountain tops
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Do catch the flying joy.
Till nation unto nation taught the strain, 
Earth rolls the rapturous hosannah round."

ear of faith toWo live in stirring times. If wo apply the
hear the rumbling of the chariot wheelsthe ground now, wo can . ....

of the coming king. He is overturning, overturning, till ho 
comes whose right it is to reign. Jesus looks on with the 
deepest interest in the conflict. Lot us not he discouraged 
by the difficulties in our way, or the foes we have to contend 
against for greater is 11^that is with us than all they that 
against us. One of the'best Sabbath School teachers was an 
officer in the army during the war. At one. time he occupied 
a very dangerous post and telegraphed to Sherman that ho 
would have to leave it. Sherman telegraphed hack, ‘‘Hold the 
post, I am coming.” He did so, and won the day. There arc 
not a few Sabbath School laborers here to-night perhaps, who 
feci discouraged and think they will ho coni pel led to abandon 
their post. But by that invisible telegraph between Christ and 
His disciples there comes the message from the Captain of our 

> salvation, “ Hold tho post, I am coming,” (cheers), and soon 
Ho that shall come will come, and will not tarry.
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h oh who would not a champion be 
In this the holier chivalry.
Uprolific ye then, brave brother baud 
With holiest heart and working handH We are hut few—toil-tried, yet true,
And hearts heat high to dare and do.
<4 then be those that ache to nee 
The day dawn of our victory.
Work, brothers, work—with hand and brain 
We ll win the golden age again.

!
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jj
(Loud cheers.)

FAREWELL ADDRESSES.

Rev. G. R SAiierson, of Belleville—My dear Christian bre
thren the duty which lias been assigned to me, at this time, is 
of an unpleasant kind. H itherto all litis been bright and cheer
ful, Wo have had, as it were; a prolonged day of brightness, 
but the shadows are now gathering. My task at present is very 
different from that whichavas assigned to my esteemed brother, 
the Rev. W. McLaren, who gave the address of welcome. Ho 
could do that, ami ho did do it with heartfelt pleasure. I can
not say it is with heartfelt pleasure I arise, to offer a few words at 
this time. I foci it is a sombre task to say, on behalf of the pco-
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pie of this town—“ farewell.” Yet the time has come when that 
|y0nl—hardly over pronounced with pleasure—must now bo 
pronounced, and pronounced with regret. As I passed from this 
church to-day, 1 picked up a maple leaf—the beautiful emblem 
of our beloved land—and as I looked upon it, I thought of what 
it was a few short days ago, when the sun shone down upon it. 
gow beautiful it was then ; there was a richness and a grandeur 
about it, which it had only acquired after it had parted from the 
branch. This evening 1 think that, however large were the 
expectations of the Christian people of Belleville, in regard to 
this Convention, however much of excellence they may have 
anticipated in the members of the Association ; now that the 
Convention is about to separate, there is a grandeur and a beauty 
about it which far transcends the expectation of the friends in 
Belleville, at the commencement. I am sure that this Associa
tion, in its relation to the hospitable friends in Belleville, is like 
me fey—twice blessed, it blesses him that gives and him that 
takes. The friendships that have been commenced during this 
Convention, will bo remembered long after the Convention has 
separated. To every one of you we say farewell. (Cheers.)
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Rev. J. R. Swift, of Toronto.—Friends of truth, sons of 
liberty, daughters of virtue, laborers for God: Wo are glad, 
and yet we are sorry—sorry to part, glad that there is a better, 
happier meeting awaiting us above. Citizens of Belleville, you 
have entertained us in a right royal manner; and you have 
furnished for the Presidency of this Convention the most useful . 
and beautiful Flint lever saw in my life. (Cheersand laughter.)
I hope you have a great many more of the same stamp. I hope 
these Conventions will ever continue to be hold. The object 
sought to be accomplished by them is to raise the tone of our 
piety, increase our knowledge, and elevate the character of our 
morni influence. Wo have seen the beautiful national emblems 
represented on this platform—the majesty of the lion and the 
royalty of the eagle. 1 hope the time is coming, when the Sab
bath Schools on the American continent will not only increase 

but increase a thousand-fold. I

I

as they have done in the past, 
am sure all the representatives of the different Sabbath Schools, 
mot hero, will go to their homes with pleasant recollections of 
their visit to this town, and will return to their Sabbath School 
work with hearts greatly refreshed, and will work harder than 
ever in the glorious cause. I am pleased to see by the accounts 
of gentlemen who have studied the results of Sabbath School 
work, that the number of children converted has increased from 
ten per cent., ten years ago, to twenty per cent, last year. So 
that out of the one million of Sabbath School scholars in attend

it year, 147,000 have been brought to a knowledge of the
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truth. Ma)' tho numhor of those converted to Christ be multi- 
plied a thousand-fold. Wo bid you all a hearty farewell. (Chcorfl.)
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Rev. S. Jones, of Belleville.—The duty assigned to me to- 
night, is to say “ good-bye ” to our friends, who have been with 

When they arrived here, wo extended the right hand of 
welcome to them ; that, was done in faith. But now it is no 
longer a matter of faith, for wo know what manner of men our 
brethren now are. and 1 tell them now that we are most heartily 
glad they came. (Cheers.) Wo are glad on many accounts. 
£Hnd, because your coming here has advanced the Sabbath School 

It has attracted public attention to tho work, and in
creased the interest in it. Your coming hero has given an 
impetus to the cause. An impetus which I trust will continue 
to he felt a long time. 1 am glad this Convention has met, 
because of tho admirable spirit that has prevailed. Wo hftvo 
met here the very heart of the Sabbath School workers, and our 
spiritual energies have been revived* by coming in contact with 
them. I have admired tho spirit of love and harmony that has 
prevailed, and tho singleness of aim of all tho members of this 
Convention. Wo may have had differences of opinion as to the 
details of our operations, but our hearts were one in the great 
work, in tho glorious songs wo have sung, and in tho prayers 
that have been offered up. Another feature of tho meetings has 
been the spirit of work that seemed to fill every member; a 
desire to learn something practical in regard to the carrying on 
of tho work, and tho absence of anything like jealousy on tho 
part of tho churches or of the clergymen, that we wore putting 
tho Sabbath School above tho Church. And, lastly, wo are glad 
that the Convention came hero, because of tho personal and 
private communion wo have enjoyed with our friends. ? .. 
hands have boon strengthened
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OurHi and our hearts encouraged. Wo 
say “good-bye.” You know what that means. “Goa be with 
you.” May IIo he with us all. lie will be with you while you 
are with Him. While you are doing His work, IIo will bo with 
you, and His strong arm will protect you. (Cheers.)

!

call
I h(

Rev. S. Cutiibeutson, of St. Thomas, President of the 
Elgin County Association. I would say a few words before wo 
leave, to parents. Do not make tho Sabbath School a substitute 
for homo teaching. Because wo have Sabbath Schools lot us not 
suppose, as parents, wo may fold our hands and leave the train
ing up of our children in tho fear of the Lord, wholly to tho 
Sabbat h School. Lot us learn a lesson fromUhat touching song 
sung to us this evening by Mr. Phillips. Tharsong had its origin 
in an old Scotch story. A poor Scotch woman was wending her 
way to her homo in the Highlands, with her babe at 'her breast. 
Tho blinding snow covered tho path, and soon sho was lost.
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Wrapping lier babo in lier cloak, she laid down and died ; but 
her child was found alive upon its dead mother's breast. What 
became of that child? Did he dedicate himself to God, who had 
so singularly spared him from a violent death. Instead of that, 
ho grew up idle and profligate, and died a miserable death. Let 
us dedicate ourselves to the Sabbath School work, that wo may 
leave to our children privileges far above what we-now enjoy.

pew F. II. Marling said, he could not help looking hack at 
their former Conventions, and especially at their first Convention 
in Kingston. How distrustful they wore then, and afraid of the 
future. It was seven or eight years after that before they ven
tured to hold another Convention. Since that time these meet
ings have grown injnumbcrs, in power, in efficiency, in unity, in 
harmony and in devotedness to the work 
felt at the time, was the very best hold, and so we feel to-night. 
Wo have had no meeting so good as this one in Belleville. One 
feature of it I have marked with very special gratification, that 
ia, that though wo Canadians, as compared with our neighbors, 
arc perhaps a litfle slow, yet wc arc coining to understand the 
benefits, and to work out practically the Convention idea. That 
is to say, instead of sitting still and waiting to hoar some one 
say something to us, we have come to understand that wo have 
come here not only to hear, but to sneak, and that ho who tells 
his brother his own experiences, whether it be in the fbrm of 
failure or success, contributes his proper share to the great pur- 
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poses of the Convention 
this kind where there has been so much of what our Methodist 
brethren would call Methodist liberty. And 1 take it, it is not 
altogether an unmixod misfortune that we have boon deprived 
of the presence, of some of our friends from the United States, 
who were expected. I did greatly long to see brother Eggleston, 
and Mrs. Smith, of Oswego, but wo have been able to fill up the 
time with profit, and the absence of our brethren from the other 
side has tended to call out oui; own native talent, so that wc may 
call Ibis the most Canadian Convention wo have yet bold. And 
I hope that this feature may lie prominent in all ottr Convon 
tiens. Not that I wish to have one without the presence of oui 
American brethren. Those international intermingling»..- are 

the things that make for peace between the two coun- 
(Cheers.) But when I say that this is a Canadian Con

vention, and that I hope that succeeding ones will be still more 
so, I moan to say, I hope that that vast amount of dormant talent, 
that vast amount of gold and silver and all precious metals and 
beautiful gems, that is buried in the eaves/of our Canadian 
baahfulncss, will bo dug up and brought to Mit more and more 
from year to year. I am of opinion that we only need to work 
up the,material that wo have, not only in the Provincial Conven
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tidn hut also in tho several County and Township and City Con
ventions, to bo able to carry them oil with our oxvn unaided 
resources, while gladly availing ourselves of the help that comes 
to us from tho United Stales. 1 think wo have got over tho feel- 
ing, that we cannot hold these meetings unless wo have some 
big man from abroad to stir us up and show us what to do, and 
how to do it. And 1 say this more readily because 1 fool that 
the great work that lies before us now, as a united band of Canadian 
Sabbath School workers, is to perfect these local organizations. The 
liberal subscriptions that have been given to-night show that you 
appreciate tho importance of the work. Our object is to have a 
Convention held in every one of our counties, in Ontario at all 
events, and as man)' as possible in Quebec. To do this it will bo 
necessary for us all to put our shoulders to the wheel, and 
brethren, 1 believe that half tho battle is fought if you can do 
that. Now, if you want to do that I don’t know any better 
guides you can have than those admirable prize essays that were 
published by this Association two years ago in Toronto, and also 
a pamphlet by Mr. Sutherland on the same subject. These three 
pamphlets'give full directions as to the organization of County 

- Associations, and with their aid you can get up a Sabbath School 
Convention almost anywhere. Our good Secretary will no doubt 
attend these Conventions wherever held, and it will bo one of 
tho first duties of tho Executive Committee to provide some 
means for helping forward this work in tho various parts of tho 
country. But you must, not wait for outside help, nut turn to 
and form an organization yourselves. I think we have had some 
new features in this meeting that are a great improvement. I 
refer especially to the meeting in sections, which Drought out a 
great deal of practical information that could not have been so 
easily reached at the general meeting of tho Convention. The 
Sabbath School Exchange also was a good feature, but I hope to 

these two features developed to a much greater extent by 
and by. Now, brethren, we are looking to tho future. Wo 
have great expectations for our next Convention. I believe that 
nobly as Belleville has done, Galt will try at all events to do 

still better. One of the very best preparations may be had 
in our county and township organizations, and also in our own 
Sunday Schools. Perhaps, sir, as the last speaker on this occa
sion, I may be allowed once more to say “ farewell ” to those 
good people in Belleville. I cannot close without assuring you 
how heartily 1 endorse everything that has been said by resolu
tion and by verbal expression in regard to this matter. Wo have 
had a royal reception. Wo have been supremely at home in 
your houses. You have given us so cordial and Christian a wel
come, that when we go away we shall not forget to pray that 
God may requite it seven fold unto you. Farewell, Christian
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1fiends, farewell ! Let us love one another. Lot us pray for one 
Lot us "work till Jesus comes, and then wo will rest at
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Mr. Phillips sang, “ I will sing you a song of that beautiful 
land itev. Dr. Burns pronounced the benediction, and the Con
vention closed its sessions.

While the audience was leaving, Mr. Phillips sang

“ Iilost be the tie that binds 
Our hearts in Christian love.”
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APT E N I) I X.

The following Be ports of Sections were read at the morning 
session, third day : 4

SUPEBINTEN DENTS' SECTION.

This section met according to appointment, and, after praise 
and prayer, the chairman, (W. Boynolds, Esq.,) suggested several 
questions as deserving the most serious attention at the hands of 
those o/itrusted with Sabbath School supervision.

The time allotted by the Convention was sufficient for the 
discussion only of the following three, viz :

1. Superintendents' qualifications and duties.
2. Opening and closin'] exercises.
3. Order and how to obtain it.
Each of these topics elicited frank and free expression for 

about thirty minutes, and the following is submitted to the Con
vention as conveying the general opinion of the section on the 
points specified. On the one first named.

1. That the grand fundamental qualification in the Superin
tendent is a living personal acquaintance with saving truth—that in 
addition to this essential preparation of grace, there should bo a 
constant and careful self-culture. That mere goodness of heart 
and purity of life if not associated with a very considerable 
degree of practical wisdom (knowledge of human nature and 
common sense) constitute but a poor 'recommendation for the 
office of Superintendent. That it is of the greatest possible im
portance, since it is from this officer that the whole school 
receives its tone, that ho give to the subject of the lesson the 
closest, the most intelligent and prayerful previous study ; and 
that the subject itself should agree in its general bearing with 
all the exercises of the day, devotional and otherwise, that the 

. Superintendent should have gentleness, to win the affections, 
and firmness to suppress insubordination.
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2. On the point of opening and closing exercises. That it is 
a mistake to occupy longer than about five minutes with singing 
and prayer ; that simplicity in the language of prayer used 
should bo carefully studied—the prayer itself shotild not exceed 

That there is a danger in following upthree minutes
too slavishly a stereotyped method of instruction, and that a now 

*• now and then be introduced with advantage to the 
That nothing should ho allowed to interrupt the inter- 

botween the teacher and his class during the school hour.

feature in a) 
school rm'

That every Sabbath School should be systematically trained to 
the grace of giving, and that with this in view, a collection bo 
taken up every Lord’s day. That by way of summary, a few 
pointed and practical remarks should be made on the subject of 
the day’s lesson, either by the Superintendent himself or some 
one expressly approved* of hy him. That praise and prayer 
should dose," as well as open the proceedings, and that care 
should he taken that order and decorum prevail during the dis
missal of the school.

norning

r praise 
several 

lands of 3. The question of order, and how to obtain it, was then 
taken up and discussed. The following is in substance the Sec
tion’s opinion on this point :

That the secret of order in the school is, that order he mani
fested as a constituent element in the character of Superinten- 

That, when visitors visit the

for the

dent and Teachers themselves
school, all should be invited to take part in the exorcises in 
hand, and that no visitors, as such, should be allowed to remain 
in the school. That no business should he transacted until 
perfect stillness and attention prevail throughout the entireision for 

ho Con- 
l on the

school
Somo questions wove then put by the chairman, and 

answered by the meeting, and vice versa, from which it appeared 
to ho the conviction of the section—

That the school should continue in session not less than one 
hour, and not more than an hour and a half.

That weekly teachers’ meetings are of the most vital

Super in- 
—that in 
uld bo a 
if heart 
iderablo 
uro and 
for the 

libio im- 
3 school 
sson the

ng with 
that the 
lections,

as n test[A show of hands was called for by the chairman 
of how far actual practice went in this matter, when only nine 
held up their hands.]

That those meetings should he held regularly, and 
sally. Those in rural districts might he hold either before or 
after the Sabbath School on the Lord’s day.

That no school should bo closed during any portion of the
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That tho Superintendent should have the right of filling up 
temporarily, any vacancy that may occur in tho teaching stall, 
subject to approval of tho first subsequent teachers’ mooting.

That individual teachers should bo held responsible for tho 
behaviour of their class while in school.

That the catechism should bo taught in Denominational * 
Schools every Lord’s day, simultaneously with a lesson taken 
directly from tho word of God.

Tho use of tho blackboard did not seem to moot with general 
favor, only about thirty signified their actual employment of 
this method of instruction. It was deemed advisable, that the 
Secretary, duly appointed, should call the roll, and announce tho 
attendance, &c., every Sabbath day.

Submitted in name of tho Superintendents’ Section by 
JAMES C. SMITH,

Secretary.
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REPORT OF BIBLE-CLASS SECTION.

boTho Bible-class Section mot in Knox’ Church, at half-past 
two o’clock on Wednesday afternoon, under tho presidency of 
tho Rev. F. II. Marling. The proceedings were opened with 
singing, prayer and tho reading of the Holy Scriptures; after 
which tho business was taken up in tho form of question and 
answer, in substance, as follows

tho

:: I. How many Bible-class teachers are now present ?
Ans. 56, viz: 26 pastors, 10 ladies, 20 gentlemen.
II. Is your Bible-class taught in connection with tho Sab

bath School, or apart from it?
Ans. 41 in connection with tho Sabbath School, 26 apart

;

ingfrom it.
III. Is your Biblb-class taught on tho Sabbath, or on a week

day ?
Ans. 43 on Sabbath, 18 on week days.
IV. Do you take tho same lesson as that which is taken in 

the Sabbath School ? Do you use a catechism ?
Ans. 21 take tho same lesson as tho Sabbath School, 20 take 

a different lesson, 11 teach a catechism.
rag
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v. What is the course of lessons in your Bible-class ?
Ans. The answers to this question were too various to admit of 

classification, being as diverse as the minds of the teachers them
selves. A lew had adopted the Edinburgh scheme of lessons, 
a few the course of lessons furnished by the “ National Sabbath 
School Teacher,” two used " Pinnock’s Analysis,” and ono the 
lossons published in the “ Sunday School Advocate but tlio 
bulk of the teachers select and prepare their own lessons 
subjects named by the teachers included Bible History, Leading 
Doctrines of Christianity, Prophecies of the Old and New Tos- 

61 iracles of our Lord, Life of the Saviour, Lifo of 
books and parts of books both in the

Hing un 
ng staff, 
ting.
) for the

national * 
'ii taken The

general 
•mont of 
that the 
inco the

laments, The
St. Paul, and particular 
Old and Now Testaments: the object being in every case not 
merely to impart information, but to load the scholars to the 
Saviour.by

VI. What special difficulties do you find in teaching your 
Bible-class ?

Ans. 1. Getting a full and regular attendance of scholars-
2. Getting the scholars to prepare the lesson.
3. Want of interest on the part of scholars.
4. Want of a proper room and appurtenances.
5. Want of time on Sabbath, and inability to got the scho

lars to attend on a week day.
6. Want of adaptation to the work of teaching.
7. Difficulty of getting the scholars to answer questions.
8. Several teachers said they found the chief difficulty to 

bo in themselves* in their want of zeal, industry and faithful
ness, especially in making a personal application of tho truth to 
the conscience of the scholars, in private as well as in tho class

tit,
cretary.

half-past 
doncy of 
oil with

;ion and VII. llow can these difficulties bo most effectually over
come ?

Ans. 1. Visiting tho scholars at their homos.
2. Conducting ourselves so as to make thorn feel that wo 

love tho Saviour and love their souls.
3. Cultivating a deeper sympathy with tho young.
4. Treating them with greater respect and affection ; treat

ing them as men and women, and not as children ; showing a 
proper respect for their opinions and feelings, and carefully 
avoiding anything that would wound their self-respect.

5. Sotting the scholars at work as soon as possible.
6. By a more thorough and prayerful preparation of tho

?

tho Sab-

20 apart

a week

taken in lesson
7. Adopting tho conversational stylo in teaching,and 

raging them to ask questions, as well as to give their own 
opinions.
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On this point, at the request of the chairman, the Bov. Dr. 
Burns, of Chicago, briefly addressed the Section, giving some 
valuable hints, drawn from his own experience and observation. 
There were so many things to attract and engage the attention 
of the young, in addition to their own disinclination to acquaint 
themselves with the truth, and aversion to that which is good, 
he had found it difficult to reach the ear of the young, and when 
he did get it$ lie found it difficult to get them to say anything in 
response to what was said to them. The cfleet was, that what 
ought to bo a conversation, was apt to degenerate into a mono
logue or lecture. He had succeeded in overcoming this difficulty 
in part, by cultivating a more intimate acquaintance with the 
young people of his congregation, lie had organized a mutual 
improvement society among them, of which he was president; 
he availed himself of the opportunities acquired in this way, and 
the social gatherings in which he met them from time to time, 
tp make them feel that he was their friend, and to make them 
feel at case in their intercourse with him. Other means which

valu
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Bur
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of thepreparation
lesson—studying it upon his knees, and aiming directly at the 
conversion of his scholars.

The Rev. Joel Briggs, of Goorgctoxvn gave an interesting 
account of a Palestine class which lie had formed, following in 
the main the course suggested by the Bov. J. II. Vincent, in his 
valuable little work, “ Little foot-prints in Bible Lands.” He 
mentioned other works which ho had found to ho valuable aids 
in tho study of Sacred Geography, prominent among which were 
the works of Dr. Ivitto, and Dr. Thompson’s “ Land and the

he found most efficient, were tho careful

1 Sod
his

willII

VIII. What are the chief encouragements you have met 
with in this work ?

1. It has been found a blessed means of self-improvement, 
prompting to the more diligent and careful study of tho Scrip
tures, leading to a closer walk with' God, promoting a more 
devotional spirit, stronger faith in God, and more generous and 
self-denying sympathy with tho perishing souls of men.

2. The pleasure felt in the work itself.
3. The respect and affection of scholars.
4. Tho improvement and salvation of scholars.
5. Meeting former scholars in positions of influence and use

fulness in the Church of God.
6. The approval of God, and the confidence that no sincere 

honest'effort to do good will bo entirely unsuccessful or fail to 
receive its reward.

Several yoi’)^interesting and encouraging facts wore related 
in tho course of the conversation, tending to illustrate the great
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It wan stated that from the Biblevalue of those institutions 
Classes of the Wesleyan Sabbath School in Peterborough, fifteen 
or sixteen young men had gone into the Christian ministry. 
The case of a Roman Catholic boy was given who went into a 
bible class where he beard the truth by which lie was led to tlio 
Saviour, and not only continues faithful, but has been the means 
of the conversion of several members of bis family. Theconclu- 

, that though there were serious difficulties and discour- 
nothing when compared 

It was accordingly

sion was
ngements to be encountered, they were 
with the advantages which they conferred 
moved by the Rev. James Harris, seconded by the Rev. Edward 
Barrass, and unanimously

j

licsolved,—That notwithstanding the difficulties connected 
with establishing and conducting Bible Classes, in view ot tho 
.rood that they have already accomplished, ami the immense good 
which they are capable of accomplishing, we hereby pledge our
selves to use our utmost endeavour to conduct them, as far as 
possible, in connection with all our congregations and schools. 

IX. What is your mode of teaching a Bible Class?
In answer to this question, at the special request of tho 

Section, the Rev. Chairman gave a deeply interesting accountdf 
his own experience. He gratefully acknowledged his indebted
ness to Sabbath School Conventions for many valuable hints, 
without which he was certain that he would never have suc
ceeded to the extent that ho had done.
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W. S. BLACKSTOCK,
Secretary.
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INTERMEDIATE CLASSES SECTION.

Chairman—Mr. S. S. Martin, of Toronto.
-Mr. F. E. Grafton, of Montreal. \Secretaiv

After prayer the Chairman suggested that the object of tho 
meeting might bo best attained by considering a series of ques- 

Thosowcro as follows:and uso-
[. What is the great end of Sunday School teaching?

1. The immediate conversion of the young.
2. The religious instruction of children.

II. What are some of our difficulties?
1. The apathy of parents.
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2. The children not learning their verses and lessons at
homo. bor

3. Irregular attendance of scholars.
4. Disorder in the class.
5. Disobedience and insubordination. 

III. How arc these difficulties to be met.
1. By making the lessons interesting.
2. By the teacher being earnest and prayerful.
3. By requiring implicit obedience.
4. By manitbsting our love to the children.
5. In dealing with unruly children by private conversation 

and prayer.
IV. Is individual preparation on the part of teachers ncccs-

It is absolutely necessary to success in teaching.
V. Are teachers’ meetings for study of lesson desirable. 

How should they bo conducted, and by whom ?
1. They are desirable, as an excellent means for promoting 

the efficiency of tctichors.
2. The meetings might be presided over by the superinlciv 

dent, or teachers might preside in rotation.
3. Teachers’ Classes might be in the form of a Mutual Bible 

Class, or topics might bo allotted to each teacher.
The Rev. W. Scott suggests, that their practice in Nnpaneo 

works well ; it is to make the next Sunday’s lesson the subject of 
discourse,-pointing out the most important thoughts to bo im
pressed on the scholar’s mind.

Mr. McLean, Galt, strongly recommended the adoption of 
Normal Classes, of from six to eight scholars, selected from the 
intermediate division—the class to bo taught by a teacher 
appointed previously—each take it in turn. At the close, the 
chi hired are dismissed, superintendent takes the chair, W^icn all 
the teachers are invited in a friendly Way to eriticiseV' the 
matter and manner of the teacher.” Three minutes are allowed 
each speaker. The whole summed up by chairman.

VI. Would you advise the adoption of one lesson for (ho 
whole school ?

ne(
thr
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■

the

z
Yes ; we strongly advise the adoption.
VII. What system of absentee visitation would you rccom- liti

mend ? byi !! 1. The teachers should visit their scholars if possible.
2. Where that is not practicable, a committee of ladies has 

been found the most efficient.
VIII. Are Library books popular with scholars ?

They are.
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IX. Would you recommend teachers to use pocket black
boards, slates, pictures and maps in their classes 5*

Wc would, for following reasons:
1. They hefy to secure the attention of the children.
2. You convoy through the eye instruction which you could 

not so well communicate through the eaY.
3. Their use compels the teacher to study his lesson.
X. Is it desirable that teachers use lesson papers or question 

books while teaching?
Answer was unanimously no.
XL What means can be adopted (dependent upon God) to 

the immediate’ conversion of children?

)sons at

'crsation

rs ncccs- socuro
1. Teachers must realize their responsibility.
2. They must earnestly present before the children their 

css to save them nowlesirablo. 1 need; danger, and God’s abundant willingn 
through faith in Jesus, who said “sutler little children to come 
unto me, and forbid them not, for of such is the kingdom of 
heaven.”

•omoting

ti. S. MARTIN,
Chairman. 

F. E. GRAFTON, 
Secretary.
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i]INFANT CLASS SECTION.

11
Report of the mooting of the Infant Class Teachers, hold in 

the Congregational Church :
The loader Mr. W. P. Lacey of Kingston, opened the meet

ing with a hymn commencing “ Kind words can never die.”
Prayer was offered by the Rev. W. Halstead, who led the 

congregation in fervent supplication in behalf of the salvation of 
little children. The business of the afternoon was commenced 
by the asking of a question,—

1. “What should be the more immediate object of infant 
class teaching.” Several gentlemen spoke to this subject, stating 
their conviction, that, in many parts of the country great errors 
were committed by the teachers of infant classes in not being
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fully alive to the fuel, that the capacities of little children were 
of such an order, that they can he taught the love of Christ. As 

of this disbelief in the capacities of infants, the 
in many cases, only intended to 

Representatives fr?>m some of the

Sch

a consequence 
exercises of their classes wen

for
g‘xfurnish mere amusement 

best regulated, and most efficient schools, spoke upon the sub
ject of teaching infants the love of Christ, and gave some illus
trative eases, wherein infants showed that they both understood

It was urged 
to shew them the love

that
by1

principhthe teaching, and felt the power of 
as the object of Infant Class teach 
of Christ.

2. The second question was upon the methods which had 
been found the best adapted to accomplish this end or object, 
teaching the lore of Christ to children 
this part of the deliberations, Mr. Coates of Toronto, got a num
ber of children together, who were in the congregation, and gave 
an interesting Infant Class exercise, affording the children 
much real pleasure by his kindly manners, communicating to 
them much instruction by his simple style, ami showing that an 
interest can bo awakened in a child's mind, to listen attentively 
to an explanation of the love of Christ. Information was elicited 
from the representatives present, that infant class teachers, who 
had been the most successful with their classes, had separate 
rooms
so as not to weary the children ; provided sufficient variety of 
exercise, in order to keep up attention and interest, and employed 
object lessons on cards or blackboards very extensively. Illus
trative of the effect of object lessons, the case of a little girl was 
given, who hail been in a class, having a lesson on the Trinity, 
she had a sprig of clover in her hand, and holding it up, said, 
there are a stalk, leaves, and seed, yet it is one piece of clover, 
80 there are Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, yet one God.

3. It was found as the result of the experience of all teachers, 
who spoke on the subject, that there is danger of attempting too 
much at one time with a child. One Bible thought is sufficient 
for a lesson, for the illustration of which, every part of the exer
cises should contribute a portion of information. The repetition 
of the Lord's prayer by all the children; lively exorcises, such 
as the use of the hands, in pointing out the eyes, oars, noses, 
hands and feet, in the description of the gods of the heathen, 
and similar modes have been found very serviceable. It was the 
conviction of the meeting that more attention to this department 
of teaching, is absolutely necessary ; that it requires to be sup
plied with inventive, genial, and loving teachers, and that suita
ble conveniences, such as pictures, blackboards, &c., are almost 
indispcnsible appliances for success in this department of Sabbath

U the commencement of
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School instruction. The absence of Mrs. Smith, of Oswego, was 
very much regretted at this meeting,as there had not been time 
for definite prcpifrtition being made by any person present, to 
give model lessors, or a suitable class obtained, and it is hoped 
that the system of consul ting together in sections,will be continued 
by future Conventions, that arrangements will lie made for this 
section having the advantage of the presence of a real infant 
class, that different methods may bo tested, and their relative 
excellencies or deficiencies discussed. The teachers present were 
much gratified by having an opportunity of talking together, 
upon topics directly bearing on their section of Sabbath School 
work, and much profit is anticipated from the adoption of this 
plan, by the appointment of gentlemen to take charge of this 
section, previous to the assembling of the Convention, to afford 
ample time to mature a plan for conducting its business, obtain
ing information to supply teachers who may wish to ask ques
tions, and obtain- assistance from gentlemen, the most thoroughly 
fitted to impart instruction.
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All which is respectfully submitted,
W. P. LACEY,

Conductor. 
JOHN B. SWIFT,

Secretary.

PLAN OF

BIBLE LESSONS FOR TIIE CLASSES IN THE TORONTO 

JAIL SUNDAY SCHOOL.
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,1. These lessons arc carefully selected with a practical object, and arc 
taken from the Old and New Testaments alternately. Each Teacher is spe
cially requested to adhere to them

2. The Superintendent earnestly requests that the Teachers will give 
out on the previous Sunday tho verses selected for the Lesson of the next 
Sunday, and affectionately urg( 
off by heart.—N. B. The référé 
his or her remarks to the class, and 
prisoners.

3. Each Teacher will bo

importance of the pupils’ learning them 
ire only designed to aid the teacher in 

intended to be learned by the

in the arduous work whichgreatly aided
have, under God’s blessing undertaken, by a prayerful study of the lesson 
beforehand, and by an examination of the passages suggested in tho references, 
In all cases let tho teachings of the Lesson all converge on the one great 
object of our united efforts—that of bringing the sad and weary ones, the 
careless, the profane and the wilfully wicked, with the penitent ones, all alike i
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restored to their 
icir Father’s out-

to the Redeemer’s feet, to be clothed, and, by His grace, 
right mind ; and thus brought back like the I'rodgal to tl 
stretched arms.

4. In the General remarks for the day, it is hoped that the Teacher 
selected to address the whole school will, as far as possible, make the lesson 
of the day the subject of his remarks.

PROGRAMME
FOIl SEPTEMBER AND OCTOBER, 1869.

Si)

9„ a. m.-----Singing a Hymn.
Reading the verses of a Psalm alternately. 
Opening Prayer by the Superintendent.

-----Bible Lesson for half an hour as indicated below.
---- -Taking Report and giving out books or tracts.

Personal conversation with members of the class.
-----A few words of exhortation by the whole School.
-----Singing a Hymn apd closing Prayer.

9.2(k

Alexan
Albrigl
Allen,
Ames,
Andrei
Ash, B
Ashley
Ashley
Ashdo’
Aylswr
Aull, I

9.50.
:

10.

10.10

Sunday, 26th September.—Power in Temptation : I Corinthians, 
References : Hebrews ii, 18th verso, and chapter

f

x, 12th and 13th verses, 
iv, 15th verse.

Sunday, 3rd October—Oehazi’8 Covetousness : II Kings, v. from 20th 
to 27 verses inclusive. Reference: I Timothy, vi, 10 v.

Sunday, 10th October.—Enduring Temptation : St. James i, from the 
12th to 15th verses inclusive. Reference : Revelation iii, 10 verso.

Sunday, 17th October—Evils of Intemperance : Proverbs xx, 1 verse, 
and Chapter xxiii, 20 and 21 verses, and from 29 to 32 verses inclusive. 
Reference : I Corinthians, vi, 10 verse.

!
1 ;

1Ï
Baker,
Banks,
Bartlet
Barras.1
Beadle.

I

Sunday 24th October.—The Prodigal Son: St. Luke IV, from 13 to 24 
verses inclusive.

Sunday, 31st October—The Promise Reformed : Jeremiah xxxv, from 
12 to 14 verses inclusive, and 18 and 19 verses.

ii
Bell, B 
Bell, J 
Bee, It 
Bcllam 
Bird, I 
Bird, '

NOTE.—Each Teacher engaging in this work is expected to be present 
in the Chapel of the Jail on Sunday, at 9 o’clock, punctually, and In case of 
unavoidable absence to send a substitute.

Prayer meeting on the first Sunday morning and every month from 10 
to 10.25.

Binstct
Bibby, 
Bin, J. 
Blacks1 
Blakch 
Bland, 
Bonslai 
Bogart

'
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]) E L E 0 A T E S AND VISITORS

WHO ATTENDED THE

Sixth Provincial Sabbath School iConventiou,
AT HKLI.KVI I.LK, ONT., (>( TUltKlf 12 rn, 13th, 14tii, 180».

DENOMINATION. ADI) HESS.

Aikius, Hon. J. 0.... 
Alexander, Rev. Thos.
Albright, Jacob............
Allen, Adam.......!.......
Ames, Jonathan...........
Andrews, Rev. Alfred.
Ash, Rev. John 0......
Ashley, Harford.........
Ashley, J. II.................
Ashdown, W. C.........
Aylsworth, Rev. J. B. 
Aull, Rev. J..................

Wesleyan Methodist, Richvicw. 
Canada Presbyterian, Warkworth, 
Evan. Association....iSouth Cayuga. 
Canada Presbyterian, j Modoc. 
Presbyterian 
Wesleyan Methodist,[Mohawk. 
Wesleyan Methodist,[Cumpbellford 
Canada Prerbyterian 
Wesleyan Methodist
Congregational..........[Toronto.
Mcthodist Episcopal.. | Belleville. 
Canada Presbyterian,'Brampton

< Hamiltoninthians,
chapter

om 20th

from the

1 verse, 
nclusive. Baker, Seneca..............

Banks, G......................
Bartlett, Alexander....
Barrass, Rev. E............
Beadle, D. W.................
Bell, Rev. ( reorge........
Bell, J. Ü........................
Bee, Rev. W..................
Bellamy, Charles...........
Bird, Henry...................
Bird, William................
Binsted, John.................
Bibby, Miss S. A..........
Bin, J...............................
Blackstock, Rev. W. S
Blakeley, W. B.............
Bland, H. F...................
Bonslaugh, J. B............
Bogart, C. 0..................
Boyle, Rev. R..............

Ringwood.
'Toronto.

Baptist..........
Presbyterian 
Canada Presbyterian, jWindsor.
Woslcyan Methodist,jAlbion.
Amer. Presbyterian..JSt. Catharines. 
Pres. Ch. of Scotland'Clifton.

!
13 to 24

1
;xv, from

Methodist Episcopal.. Napanee. 
Primitive Methodist.. Greenbank. 
Wesleyan Methodist.. St. Mary’s. 
Wesleyan Methodist.. Toronto. 
Methodist Episcopal.. j Tam worth. 
Congregational 
Wesleyan Methodise..'Kingston. 
Wesleyan M ethod ist.. I Montreal. 
Wesleyan Methodist.. Milton. 
Wesleyan Methodist.. Cherry Valley, 
Wesleyan Methodist..Kingston. 
Wcsleÿan Methodist/.
Wesleyan Methodist, Bogart. 
Primitive Methodist.. ; Brampton.

present 
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Boy os, Rev. J. S 
Brown, Rev. II... 
Browne, George.. 
Briggs, S. R... 
Brooks, Rev. • 
Bride», Rev.
Brown, A........
Bren ton, F.......
Brown, Henry 
Brown, Rev. J 
Bruton, W. II 
Brymertun 
Bryce, < rcorge 
Briggs, Rev. .1 
Bradley, V. II 
Burns, Rev.
Burns, Rev.
Bull, Jacob ... 
Bunt. John .. 
Buckhnlder, Jacob

Burt, J. C..............

\. S. 1

F.

Primitive Methodist, Malton. 
Methodist Episcopal-Brook 1 in 
Wesleyan Methodist,j 1 Joydtown. 
Primitive Methodist, j Toronto.

Weston.
Wesleyan Methodist, Selby. 
Wesleyan Methodist, Toronto. 
Wesleyan Methodist, Oanifton.
Evan 1. Association.. (\mcord. 
Methodist Episcopal, Goderich. 
Wesleyan Methodist, Napa'nee.
Episcopalian............... Flinton.
Canada Presbyterian Toronto. 
Wesleyan Methodist, Georgetown.

Sterling.
id a Presbyterian Chicago, U. S 

Wesleyan Methodist, Omemee. 
Wesleyan Methodist, Weston. 
Wesleyan Methodist, Wood bridge.

Wood bridge. 
Methodist Episcopal, Stirling. 
Presbyterian

L).I>. (

\ apauee

Methodist Episcopal, BrookhnCard,

Carswell. P. F

. W
Methodist Episcopal, Belleville. 
Methodist Episcopal, Tamworth 
Canada Presbyterian-Springville 
Wesleyan Methodist,jBrooklin. 
Methodist Episcopal,|Belleville. 
Methodist Episcopal,j( Mliourg. 
Methodist Episcopal.. Arnj 
Wesleyan Methodist, W hiterose. 
Wesleyan Methodist,
Wesleyan Methodist, !Wallbridge. 
Wesleyan Methodist,1 Galt. 
Methodist Episcopal,;Earmersville. 
Canada Presbyterian, Sunbury. 
Wesleyan Methodist,jCnionvillc. 
Wresleyan Methoilist. Kingston. 
Wesleyan Methodist, Welland.

Belleville.
Wesleyan Methodist. KingstoA.

Grafton.

Rev. A

Campbell, .1. A.. 
Campbell, Robert
Campbell, Rev. A
Campbell, Rev. J. A.
Carr, W. B.......
Cattanuch, D.... 
Calmer, E. J ... 
Caverly, Elmira 
Christophcrson, 
Chisholm, Rev. F.... 
Chambers, Rev. T. S
Chant, C. 11...............
Chow», Arthur..........
Clarke, Richard ........
Clark. R. J..................
Clark, J E................
Clark, Jeremiah .........

Rev. II

Friends

ADDRESS.
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Clm

Coll
Col

Cm
Cro
Cr:
Ira
Cr;

Cur
Cut

Cul

Day
Da)
I)av
Dav
Dal
Dan
Dab
Den
Dull
Dell
Den
Dun
Diin
Doxy
Doxy
Don
Don
Dull
Don
Don
Dou

Ev.

J.

1 ■’(

!-

||

j

ü

!
!*

ï.

!

;
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DURESS.

Clark, II. E.........................
Court, W. B..........................
Colton, Mrs..........................
Colton, Miss N...................
Cook, \Y. Mcl)...................
Cox, James...........................
Covvoll, Ur............................
Crook, George.....................
Crouter, Wellington.........
Craig. W. W....'.................
Craig, Miss M. A............
Craig, William...................
Croll, Key. K. M...............
Curry, William.................
Cuthbertson, Rev. Georgi 
Curts, Kev. J...................

W
C: IV Montreal. 

Col berne. 1
W
W
W Toronto.
W (,'nbourg

r enellii
W Belleville. 

Burnhamthorpe. 
Burnliamthorpo. 
Port Hope. 
Claude.

W
w
Canada l‘i
Canada IV 
Canada IV 
Methodist 
Wesleyan

Ayr
irii . St. Thomas.

LI. S. seopal.j Orono
Cullen, Rev. Thomas. Demurest ville

gc Bay, B. W....................
Day. Kev. B. W...........
Dawson, Deter...............
Davey, llov. K..............
Dalmage, ,1. II..............
Ban arc!, A. B................
Daly, James .................
Denton, John ...............
Dolton, Miss Ellen....
Belton. Mrs, S. S.........
Dempsey, Rev. John.. 
Demurest, Thomas ....
Dingman, G. J..............
Dowling, Kev J. 8 .. 
Dewier, J. Armstrong.
Bouse, John .................
Douglass, Rev. James.
Douglass, Mrs...............
Dimly, A. J...................
Dougan, James............
Dougan, Mrs..................

Primitive Methodist.! Collinsby 
Congregational 
Wesleyan Methodist.j Bailiieboro’. 
Wesleyan Methodist,! Stirling. 
Wesleyan Methodist.! Il-dnersville 
New Con. Methodist.
Wesleyan Methodist.
Baptist .........................
Wesleyan Methodist.
Wesleyan Methodist,

Ige Stouffvillc

Melville. 
Invermay 
London. 
Napa nee.le.

Port Hope. 
W.esleyan Methodist,j Stirling. 
Wesleyan Methodist,: Bridgewater
Baptist........................
Wesleyan Methodist

Wieklow

;e. Wisleyan Methodist. St. Johns, Q,
( Congregational 
Congregational 
Wesleyan Methodist,! Simcoc. 
Canada Presbyterian! St. Catharines 
Canada Presbyturian! St. Catharines

Lanark
il le.

Z

hEvans, John 
Evans, Rev. J. . 
Evans, John, Jr

Baptist .........................
Wesleyan Methodist, 
Baptist .........................

Toronto.
Spencerville.
Toronto.

wm

= = 
=
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liar
Han
Haw

Farley, John......................... j Wesleyan Methodist,! Newburgh.
Fear, John ............................. Wesleyan Methodist,; Washington, 0
Fcrnard, Mrs. M. W.......... Presbyterian, ...............
Ferguson, John..................... Canada Presbyterian,| Naj
Fisher, I)................................ 1 Wesley
Flint, lion. Pilla ...............  Wesleyan Methodist,1 Belleville.
Flint, Mrs............................... Wesleyan Methodist.| Belleville.
Fowler, Rev. II., M. I).... Wesleyan Methodist,j Coitionic.
Foster, L................................ Methodist Episcopal, Raglan.
Forrester, James................... Canada Presbyterian,! Melrose.
Ford, Dr. S. P......................  Wesleyan Methodist.I Aurora.
Ford. Rev. W. J.................  Wesleyan Methodist,
Fry. Isaac............................... Evan. Association....
Fraser, Rev. Mungo..........  Canada Presbyterian,
Fraser, John......................... j Methodist Episcopal,
Fulton, George.................... j Wesleyan Methodist,
Fuller, W. D................

lien

an Methodist,i Fanuersville Hen
Him
Him
Him
Ilolf
IIol<
Iloh
Hok
Hod
How
How
How
How

Shannonville. 
South Cayuga.

Baltimore.
Holloway.

Hut.
HullSmith’s Falls.

Plainfield.
Belleville.
Peterboro'.
Farmcrsvillc.
Bewdley.
Toronto.
Castleton.
Hastings.
Strathroy.
Napanee.
Belleville.
Brantford.
Toronto.

Garret, S.................................. 1
Garrison, W. II..................... Methodist Episcopal,
Gccn, A. L........................... Episcopalian ................
Gilmour, J. W.................... Baptist ..........................
Giles, W. II........................... Methodist Episcopal,
Gibbs, Vickory..................... j Baptist ..............
Gilbert, F. J......

Hun
Ilun

........ Congregational ...........
Gould, Carman M............... Methodist Episcopal,
Godfrey, It................................ Wesleyan Methodist,
Goodsou, Rev. George .... Wesleyan Methodist,
Gordon, James..................... Canada Presbyterian,
Gordon, J. II.................
Griffith, Rev. Thomas.... Primitive Methodist,
Gregg, Mrs.............................. ! Canada Presbyterian,
Griffith, S. J......................... | Canada Presbyterian,
Grange, Jane.......................... Wesleyan Methodist,! Napan
Gray, Rev. J......................... Wesleyan Methodist, Newburgh.
Grafton, F. E....................... I Montreal.

Greener, Rev. James...........
Gray, Rev. W. N..................

Kin.
Kiri
KnoWesleyan Methodist,' Lindsay. 

Presbyterian, ..............! ltoslin.

Laii
Laii

Canada Presbyterian,! Peterboro’. 
Wesleyan Methodist, Prescott. 
Wesleyan Methodist, Belleville. 
Wesleyan Methodist, Bath.

Hall, James ..........................
Hall, Rev. William ..........
Hawley, C..............................
Ham, Mrs. P.........................

•J

ÏS

---
---

--
---

---
---

---
---

---
---

--
---

---
---

---
---

---
---

---
---

---
---

---
---

---
---

--
---

---
--

...
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...
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IIRXUMl NATION. r. O. ADORERS.
UlIHtESH,

Harris, Rev. .1.........
"Harris, Mrs...............
Hawkins, James....
Henry, A. W...........
Henderson, W. C... 
Hininan, Edward
Hinman, Byron........
Higinbotham, A. .. 
Ilolgatc, Thomas .. 
Holgate, Hannah....
Iloldvn, Dr. K........
Holden, Mr...............
Hodgins, J. George. 
Howard. Rev E. L. 
Howell, Rev. J. E..
Howell. Hector.......
Howard, N. H.........
Hutchinson, 8..........
Hulburt, Samuel...
Hunt, A.....................
Hunt, John...............

Wesleyan Methodist, St. George. 
Wesleyan Methodist,! St. George.

! Wesleyan Methodist, Milncsville.
I (Christian....................... Little Britain.
| Wesleyan Methodist, Cornwall.

.... Grafton.

.... Grafton.
..] Wesleyan Methodist. Bridgewater, 
..' Methodist Episcopal, Foxboro’.
..' Methodist Episcopal, Foxboro’.
..! Canada Presbyterian, Belleville.
.. ! Canada Presbyterian, Belleville.
. J Episcopal,
.. Methodist Episcopal, Wolfe Island 
..j Wesleyan Methodist, Can i ft on.
.. ! Wesleyan Methodist, Belleville.

Methodist Episcopal, Elgin.
..j Canada Presbyterian, Montreal.
..j Wesleyan Methodist, Prescott,
..I Wesleyan Methodist, Oshawa.
..I Wesleyan Methodist. Aurora.

Ivanhoe.

gh
!

mile. ..! Baptist .. 
..! Bantist ..le.

;ip
le.

,'ayuga.
Toronto

*y-

Falls.
Id.
le.
ro', Bible Christian.......Inman, Cotton..........jvillc.

Westmeath.
Weston.
Belleville.
Brighton.

Jackson, Harrison............... ! Wesleyan Methodist,
Jennings, Rev. D................. Wesleyan Methodist,
Johnson, William............... j Wesleyan Methodist,
Johnson, G. 8........................ Methodist Episcopal,
Johnston, W. E................... , Canada Presbyterian,
Johnston, W. A.................. 1 Wesleyan Methodist,
Jones, Rev. George............. ! Episcopal ......................
Jones, Rev. Septimus.........j Episcopal ......................
Joyce, William.................... Wesleyan Methodist,

>y-
Amcliasburgh.
Brighton.
Belleville.
Adolphustown.

Wallbridge.
Newmarket.
Brighton.

Ic. X
rd.

Kincarde, J. II.................
Kirk, Thomas...................
Knox, Rev. E...................

Lacey, W. P......................
Lacey, Miss.......................
Lacey, Rev. William ...
Laird, Rev. W. H..........
Laird, John.......................

Wesleyan Methodist,
Congregational ..........
Wesleyan Methodist,

Primitive Methodist, Kingston. 
Primitive Methodist, Kingston. 
Baptist
Wesleyan Methodist, Dundas. 
Congregational ........... Toronto.

gl'-
,1.

ro’. Castleton. W
lo.

:-J



Kit)- friends........
sleynn Xli lhodist 
sli y:m Mi‘lhodCt 
thodist iLeopal

WI si I Villi Mi'tlimlist
Pl'vshytr ill .............
t 'itiuiii

Weslt-yan Mi'tlimlist

Mithmlisl Episcopal
Congregational.........
Wesleyan Methodist 
Wesleyan Methodist 
Wesleyan Methodist 
Pres, in con. C of Scot 
Primitive Methodist 
Wesleyan Methodist 
Wesleyan Methodist

Lnry, Robert..........
Leach, Rev. W. '. 
Leach, Rev. (leo e
Leshircl, F. C..........
Leavens, Daniel ...
Lewis, I. T...............
Livingston, J. C. .. 
Lobb, Francis 
Lyman, II. ...
Luke, Janies.. 
Lyons, A. P.

'8
Chatham.

Montreal.
Montreal
X

Pembroke.
Toronto.
Wallhridge.
Markham.
llavruwsmith,
Shannonville.

S|iencerville.
Murvale.
Paris.
Shringvillc, 0

Martin, J. Warren
Martin, S. S........
Martin. C....... i....
M
Massey, S
Matt lie wson
Man, Dr..........................
Messenger, Mrs, A. (1
Metcalf, M. O. II........
Millard, Rev. Wm......
Miller, Stephen.............
Mill.
Miller, Rev. W. ..
Mill, D. N. D........
Mills, John............
Mullan, Rvv. ,1. R 
Marion, Susan C. 
Morrow, Rev M... 
Morrow, W. A....

P. R

McCalla, W. J.................
McClelland, Rev. R....
McClatclier, A. M..........
McCullough, Mary L..
McC’lung, Rev. J............
McCullough, 11.......
McKwen, Rev. John....
McMwen, Mrs, J.............
McGuire, James.............
McGuire, Rev. Thomas

Amor. Presbyterian.
tiajitist ......................
Wesleyan Methodist,I Brighton. 
Wesleyan Methodist. Brighton. 
Wesleyan Methodist,| Ballyduff. 
Wesleyan Methodist,. Rednerville. 
Canada Presbyterian,i Pembroke. 
(,’anada Presbyterian,| Pembroke. 
Canada Presbyterian, | Toronto. 
Canada Presbyterian,! Gle^a^en.

St. Catharines 
Ringwood.

Methodist Episcopal, Ottawa. 
Canada Presbyterian, Rodgervilk 
Wesleyan Methodist, Tam worth. 
Wesleyan Methodist, Whitby. 
Wesleyan Methodist, Tiverton. 
Wesleyan Methodist,
Conirreirational ...........
Wesleyan Met'hodist.
Baptist ..........................
Congregational ...........
Wesleyan Methodist, < )shaw.

Hamilton.

Wesleyan Methodist, Wellington

Ni

Oho

Pash 
Patei 
Pate i 
Patti

118

Port
Port

Prat
Platt

Pear
Pent
Per

Phil]

!

McDo 
McIIe 
M c II e 
Mclnt 
Met lu
Mein
McKi
Me Le
Me Le
McL.
McKi
McM.
McKi
McKi
McW

...

:
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McDougall, Hov. Davidson] Wesleyan Methodist,] Bloomfield
McHenry, Miss N.................j Wesleyan Methodist Xaptmee.
McHenry, Mrs....................... ! Wesleyan Methodist.l Nnpauec.
McIntosh’William............... ! Congregational ........... 1 Hugby.
Mctiurvan, James ..............! Pres. in con. C. Seot’d, Speneervilh
McIntosh, D. L.................... 1 Congregational
McKillican, Rev. J
McLean, 1>..............
McLean, U..............
McLean, Samuel...
McKim, P...............
McMorine, S...........
McKinley ...... ....
Mc Russie, William 
McWhorter, John.

le.

Hillsdale
Danville.Congregational ..........

Primitive Methodist, Toronto. 
Canada Presbyterian.! Halt. 
Wesleyan Methodist, Port Hope. 
Wesleyan Methodist. Catanujlli.
Presbyterian

St. Catharines. 
Kingston.

PresbyterianVm
Wesleyan Methodist

Wesleyan Methodist, Toronto. 
Methodist Episcopal, Campbelllord. 
Primitive Methodist, Campbell’s Cross. 
Primitive Methodist, I lumber.

Nixon, Thomas.., 
Norris, Rev. .1. S. 
Norris, Arthur... 
Nicholsou, J.........

Osborne, W. J l,

Wesleyan Methodist, Belleville.
Paterson Village 
Almonte, 0.

Pashley. Benjamin..
Paterson, P.................
Paterson, W...............
Pat tison. Rev. R.... 
Pearson, Rev. W. L 
Pentecost-, T. II. ... 
Perry, Mrs 
Perry, Mrs 
Peterson, Alexander 'I

. Percy, John .................
Pennick, J. C................
Philp, Joseph ...........
Pomeroy, Rev. J. C.
Porte, W. J..................
Porte, Mrs....................
Powell, II. M..............
Preston, James...........
Price, Miss S. M.......
Pratt, William...........
Platt, G. D....................

Canada Pïeshytoriaii
Camilla Presbyterian 
Primitive Methodist, Collinsby. 
Wesleyan Methodist, Odessa. 
Methodist Episcopal, Belleville. 
Wesleyan Methodist, Napanee. 
Wesleyan Methodist,' Napanee. 
Wesleyan Methodist, Norham. 
Wesleyan Methodist, Newburgh. 
Wesleyan Methodist, Castleton. 
Wesleyan Methodist, (lore's Landing 
Wesleyan Methodist, Port Perry. 
Wesleyan Methodist. Picton. 
Wesleyan Methodist, Piéton. 
Wesleyan Methodist, Cobourg. 
Wesleyan Methodist, Woodstock. 
Wesleyan Methodist, Napanee.
Baptist .......................... London.
Wesleyan Methodist, Picton.

i
i 11c

lie
B

c, 0.

le.

\



Quigly, Mary A. Wesleyan Methodist, Tam worth.
Stnc(
Strat
Stark
Stom
Swil'l

Haymcr, J. N..............
Rankin, D....................
Raymond, Charles
Reed, Peter..................
Reed, Melissa E.........
Reskcllcy, Eliza........
Rcesor, Abraham B.
Reeve, Alfred.............
Reesor, Mrs. A. B....
Richardson, F.............
Riddell, Joseph........
Ritchie, Thomas.. .. 
Robson, Rev. George 
Roach, Frederick ....
Roper, J. II.................
Rose, Mrs.....................
Rowe, Rev. W...........
Rupert, Rev. E. S....
Rutherford, R..... .
Ryan, Rev. William.

Evan. Association.... Boxgrove 
Wesleyan Methodist, Dart ford 
Congregational 
Baptist ............

Guelph. 
Spetieervillc

Methodist Episcopal.! Fnxboro’. 
Wesleyan Methodist,! Stamford. 
Wesleyan Methodist' Markham.

Tand
Tend
Taps'
Tayl.
Thou
Thon
Thor
Turn
Tuck
Turn
Toml
Tom!

Toronto,
Wesleyan Methodist,! Markham 
Wesleyan Methodist,I Napancc.

Bensfort.

Baptist

Canada Presbyterian,| Toronto. 
Wesleyan Methodist,j Castleton, 0 
Bible Christian Whitcvale, 
Canada Presbyterian, | Cobourg. 
Wesleyan Methodist. Wallbridgc 
Primitive Methodist,' Toronto. 
Wesleyan Methodist,I Centrevillc, 
Wesleyan Methodist, Petcrboro’. 
Wesleyan Methodist, Marmora.

Uestr

Vent

;

I
Sackville, J. Junr........
Sanderson, R................
Sanderson, Rev. J. G.
Sanderson, Mrs.............
Sanderson, Rev. G. R.
Scarff, James...............
Scott, Rev. J......... .
Scott, Mrs. J.................
Simpson, J. M..............
Smith, Rev. James___
Smifcty Rev. J. C..........
Smith, Rev. A...............
Smith, W. II.................
Shrimpton, George.......
Snider, S..........................
Spencer, Samuel M. ...
Sills, Rev. W. A..........
Speers, Archibald.........
Speers, Mrs......................
Sparrow, P. L...............

Bewdley.
Myrtle.
Jiugby.
Rugby.
Belleville

Congregational .........
Congregational .........
Congregational.........
Wesleyan Methodist 
Wesleyan Methodist,! Woodstock 
Canada Presbyterian, Napanee. 
Canada Presbyterian, Napancc. 
Methodist Episcopal,! C$1 
Primitive Methodist, Kingston 
Pres, in con. C. Scot'd Belleville 
Wesleyan Methodist,! pewmai
Baptist ...........................j X y
Wesleyan Methodist,| Stamford 
Congregational 
Wesleyan Methodist,! Northport 
Methodist Episcopal, Norham. 
Wesleyan Methodist, Norval. 
Wesleyan Methodist, Norval. 
Methodist Episcopal, Norham.

■

W«g!
Wall;
Wasl
Walk 

War i
Weld

ket Wilei
Willi
Willi

Wroxeter Wiln
Willi
Willi
Willi
Wild
Wist

kJ
i55=:

g

r

I

■
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‘til. Wesleyan Methodist, St. Thomas. 
Methodist Episcopal,1 Melville.
Canada Presbyterian, Portage Dufort, Q 
Methodist Episcopal,' Ottawa.
Primitive Methodist. Toronto.

Stacey, Thomas.......
Stratton, ltev. F. 13.
Stark, W......................
Stone, S. G................
Swift, Rev. J. R ...

1.

ille
./Wesleyan Methodist, Kingston. 

Wesleyan Methodist,' Kingston.
Port Hope.

Wesleyan Methodist,1 Belleville. 
Wesleyan Methodist,, Rvdnervillc 

i Congregational 
[ Methodist Episcopal,| Kirby. 

Canada Presbyterian,. Vernonvillo 
Wesleyan Methodist, Bath.
(’an ad a Presbyterian, Melrose. 
Wesleyan Methodist. Pakcnham.

| Episcopalian ................

Presbyterian ...............
j Wesleyan Methodist 

Methodist Episcopal 
I Wesleyan Methodist 

Wesleyan Methodist
I Congregational .........
1 Wesleyan Methodist

Methodist ....... ...........
Congregational .........
Wesleyan Methodist 
Primitive Methodist

Tandy, W., Jun..............
Tandy, Mrs.......................
Tapseott, Rev. S............
Taylor, W............. ...........
Thompson, Rev James
Thomas, R. A...................
Thornton, R. B...............
Turney, James II...........
Tucker, Rev. Lyle.........
Turnbull, Rev. John ...
Tomblin, Rev. W...........
Tomlinson, J. J...............

J.

Baptist

Edgar

o. 0.
de.

Igc. Belleville. 1lie.

Wallbridge. 
Wellman’s Corners 
Wellington. 
Belleville. 
Montreal.
Lacollc, Q.

Uestrom, Henry .. 
Vandcrvoort, J.TI.
Vent, George........
Vcrmilyca, Peter . 
Vermilyea, Libby.
Vennor, II. G.........
Vanvlist, G. M. ...

Girdwood.
Thistleton.
Coldsprings.
Toronto.
Wilton.
Wilton.
Milford.
Charleville.
Port Burwcll.
Hawkston, Q.

Wagg, Caiman ............
Wallace, Joseph T. W.
Washington, E. S........
Walker, R. J....,.........
Warren, S.......................
Warren, Mrs..................
Welden, Rev. J............
Wilson, Rev. F.............
Williams, B...................
Williamson, John.......
Wilmott, Samuel T... 
Williams, Hiram
Williamson, J. 8...........
Williams, W. C............
Wilde, George C.........
Wishart, Rev. I).........

ck.

Wesleyan Methodist, 
Methodist Episcopal, 
Wesleyan Methodist,
Presbyterian ................
Wesleyan Methodist, 
Methodist Episcopal, 
Methodist Episcopal, 
Wesleyan Methodist, 
Wesleyan Methodist, 
Canada Presbyterian,

ket.

!
i.

■t. Canifton.
London.
Bloomfield.
Napanee.
Madoc.

;

;
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délai
from
wlicrWood, J. H.......................... I Wesleyan Methodist,! Sarnia.

Baptist -
Woodhousc, J. Joseph ....' Congregational ..........j Toronto.
Waived, Hrinton........
Wright, Charles €....
Wright, (j. (J..............

Young, Rev. N. J....
Young, George A. ..

Woolvcrton, O. K Grimsby.

Wesleyan Methodist,! Stirling. 
Wesleyan Methodist,! Napa nee. 
Wesleyan Methodist, Shauuonville. Wvsl

Engl 
Met) 
It*'g i
New

Bil'I-
BIT'S 
Cong 
Eva i

Otli-

.. Wesleyan Methodist,! Moscow.

.. Episcopalian ............... Hamilton.

N. B.—The foregoing list has been copied from the books placed 
for entries at the doors of the Church where the Convention was 
held—a few known to have been present liavo been added—many 
others attended from a distance whose names will not be found here. 
Should any error appear it must be attributed to the difficulty found 
in decypheriiig some of the signatures.
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Til'.tl

7:i89 
fil.18 
H 08 2

Wfsli'.vnn Methodist . 
I'uinii Schools ., 
(,'awnlii I’rvslivti' 
Englixli Kiii«;oi«il 
Methodist l'.|iisv( 
ltigular baptist.

Primitive Mclliodist
Bible Christian........
Pn-shylvriiwt in < 
Congregational 
Evangel irai 
Society of Friends.... 
Others invltnli 

tlireli in ('

Evangt

xiuii Methodist

with ( h. ol Sri it land

\ ssoi'ial 1011

ng linpRsts. Vnited I’.iv- 
11list, Kmish Methodist 

opal, Moiavnm, Ac 
lirai Lutheran....

2i)8,77d

It is stated respecting the Schools of the Presbyterian Church in 
connection with the Church of Scotland, that while only 92 aro 
reported, the number is about the same as last year ; and had a full 
report been rendered to Mr. James (.’rail, (the Convenor of Committee 
on Statistics,) there would appear to be n very decided increase of 
attendance.

the Congregationals Schools, it is reported that aipccting 
number give no returns.

The number of Union Schools is according to the best estimate 
that can be found. There has been A large increase during the 
past year. /

No report of Regular Baptist Schools received since last year.
Much has'becn accomplished in Sabbath School extension by the 

Canada Sunday School Union and the Ontario Sabbath School Mis
sionary Union. Fifty-seven new schools have been planted by the last 
named Association, and about 40 by the Canada Sunday School Union.

The Bay of Quinte Conference of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, reports “ Some of the fields have not been reported at all— 
others only in part.” Thus it will appear that the above number of 
school teachers and scholars falls short of the full amount—yet, even 
by these statistics there is evidence of a large increase.

Res

WILLIAM MILLARD.

i ville.

oks placed 
nation was 
ied—many 
mud here, 
llty found

I
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SABBATH SCHOOL STATISTICS.

No application was made to the Local Secretaries this year for 
detailed Statistics. We give below the best estimate we can obtain 
from the reports of the Evangelical Denominations, and otherwise, 
where no such report has been published.

11)1) RE8S.

b
Teachers, i Scholars.Schools.
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124 r
DENOMINATIONS REPRESENTED AT THE PROVINCIAL 

SABBATH SCHOOL CONVENTION,

AND NUMRER OF BILLETS PROVIDED BY THE SEVERAL 
CHURCHES OF BELLEVILLE, ONT., OCTOBER, 186V,

Th»' following interesting statistics of the late Convention 
arc furnished by the Local Secretary :—

DENO MI NATIONS REPRESENTED.

Episcopalians ..............................................
Church of Scotland Presbyterians............
Canada ............
American “ ............
Wesleyan Methodists..................................
Episcopal “ ....................................
Primitive “ ..................................
New Connexion “ ...............................
Congregational ists ......................................
Bible Christians............................................
Baptists .......................................................
Evangelical Association..............................
Christians.....................................................
United Brethren in Christ .........................
Lutherans....................................................
Society of Friends........................................
British Methodist Episcopal......................

3
4
1
3
1

419
Visitors provided for .........................................

Total number for whom homes were provided

. 28

447

NUMBER OF BILLETS PROVIDED BY TIIE SEVERAL CHURCHES IN

St. Andrew’s Church .......................
John Street Presbyterian ..............
Bridge Street Wesleyan Methodist 
Bleecker Street “ “
Episcopal “
Congregational ................................
Christ Church 
St. Thomas’ ..

20
118
209A 18

50
3

32
14

464

;
imMi

V

1st
1st
1st
1st
1st
1st
1st
1st

to a
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ADVERTISEMENTS.

rmciAL

QRGiAMSKH AL
69.

AND 1invention MELODEONS,
!,

DUR INSTRUMENTS HAVE ALL THE MODERN AND 
LATEST IMPROVEMENTS. fl

1861.1st Prize at Toronto,
1st Prize Prov. Exhibition, Toronto, 1862.

i

1st Prize Kingston, 1863. 
Hamilton, 1864. 
London, 1865. 
Montreal, 1865. 
Toronto, 1866. 
Kingston, 1867.

7 1st Prize 
1st Prize 
1st Prize 
1st Prize 
1st Prize

3
4
l
3
1

419
........ 28 1

This bcin& our last Exhibition, wo having taken first 
prizes against all comers.

For Testimonials, &c., see Prize Lists and Catalogues, free 
to any address.

■;
.... 447

CUES IN

20 1118 I». WILLIAMS â 60209 •$>
.... 18

. 50 MANUFACTURERS,

OFFICE—143 YONCE ST., TORONTO.

Steam Factory—Hayter Street.

I3
.... 32 :

14 I
464

à
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ADVERTISEMENTS.

|

DUDLEY & BURNS,!

PLAIN AND ORNAMENTAL

BOOK & JOB PRINTERS>

VICTORIA HALL, MELINDA ST.

111011 iti\«. nthi:it, no. h.

i
I). it B. having removed their office to the Victoria Ball, 

and added I 
description of

largely to their stock, are pre]iared to execute every

'BOOK & JOB PRINTING
In a manner unsurpassed hy any office in Canada.!is

Bill Heads, 1
Cards,

Letter-heads,
Labels,

Hand-bills,

]

i.
Posters,

Law Forms,
Appeal Books,

AC., &Ce, &C.

1

Tm -

11 5®"° Particular attention given to Printing in Colors.

Orders from friends in the country will receive prompt 
attention.

ms

F JIf
El tàk
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ADVERTISEMENTS.

PRIMITIVE METHODIST
a

BOOK ROOM,
SRS 8q Yongc Street, 'Loronto.>

ST.

AT THIS ESTABLISHMENT

». II. School i£iter;UUVe
Ik jiiftilo a Specialty, ami there is always on hand

toria Hall, 
L-.ulc every A Large and well-assorted Stock.
tG,

Every roquisito for a .Sabbath School can bo obtained hero, and 
though a denominational concern,

Union Schools can he Supplied with the

CHOICEST WORKS,
¥ It E E V It O M ANY 1) E N O M I N A T I O N A L II PA;S.

Managers of Schools would do well to send for one of our

CATALOGUES,
oks,
• f &c.

Which will bo sent them without cost.

■harged, and the^highestThe lowest retail prie 
discount, known i)t the trade, allowed.c prompt



Baptist Mag 
itivo ChurchPrim 

Tho ;
The 
Tho

British Aies 
Missionary 
Juvenile Missionary Herald 
British Workman 
British Workw 
Cottager Sc Arti/an 
Missionary News 
Children’s Friend 
Infants' Magazine 
Child's Com 
Band of 
Children 
Biblical T 
Bible Class 
Christian Penny Magazine 

“ Treasury..............

I 60 1 «2 Hi 50 18
72 i fi (pi 7 

5 I 00 to 20 11 
j 42 :t 00 i 3

.'10 I 42 , 3 oo I 3
:il) ! 42 ; 3

00
08

Sword & Trowel, (Spurgeon) 

Church..........................................
v!Baptist Messenger....................

Gospel Herald...........................
nday School Teacher.........

sengor (Drummond’s)

<2 ! II fiu | 7
72 j II no 1 7
42 j 3 00 3
42 3 00 ! 3
27 1 60 | 1
42 3 00 I 3
42 3 00 j 3 36
42 3 00 ! 3 36
72 II 60 j 7 08
42 I 3 Oil | 3 36
42 3 00 | 3 36
42 3 00 1 3
27 1 50 j 1
27 I 51) j 1
42 3 00 3 36
42 3 (10 3 36
42 3 00 ! 3 36

l «2 111 60 '18 00
1 62 16 60 118 00
1 62 16 50 48 OO

03
:::

3
(Partridge)

Hope Review
36

3
3Î, uths’ Magazine

World Magazine
Eclectic Review..............
Evangelical Christendom 
Family Treasury..

Words.........
The Homilist.........
Tho Leisure Hour 
Macmillan's Magi 
Metropolitan Tabc 
Missing Link Magazine
Mother’s Treasury.......
People’s Magazine.......
Sunday at Home 

“ M

16 50 18 00 
16 51) 18 00

16 50 j18 °»
16 50 18 00

lo Pulpit 16 50 ] 18 00
1 12

42 3 00 ■ 3 36
1 62

50
1 75agazine

Postage must bo prepaid if sent by mail.'06^

AMERICAN PKltlOlUCAI.S.
The Baptist Quarterly. 
The Young Reaper (Mo

2.61) i 2.62

Monthly
30 I 1.50 I 1.76 
42 I 3.00 - 3.36

1IOYKS LLOYD,
Box. 977 P. 0., Tom

P.S.-A full »,sortaient of Sabbath School Book, from the America,, Tract Societies No.
;l,B,7-0.mpU,d-t.ta„dbctt„P"b,m‘li0C' f,0m Brill,h Publi"ll"« h"""“ “lh- <«

1

-CIRCULAR!
Tho proprietor of the BAPTIST BOOK ROOM, No. 11 King St. West, Toronto, Is thankfulf 
couragement he has received in importing British Periodicals, and offers his services i° 
ying the following monthly publications for 1870 as under :—

oncour

|
: I

BR1T1S11 PMUIODICALS,
!
I

m.... . ' ..

rpH

Stock

SI
kept f'

1 grow 

of fro,:

UNIl

SI
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Cal

0
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I

!

1

I
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rpHE undersigned desires to draw the attention of Ministers and Sunday 
L School Superintendents and Teachers to the extensive and varied 

Stock of

SUNDAY SCHOOL LIBSARIIS,
pt for sale by the Society, at its Depository ; noting more especially those 
the LONDON TRACT SOCIETY, in parcels of 55, 100, and 170 volumes 

mr thereby), at the nett Reduced Price of $9, $17, and $34 respectively ; and 
» great variety of the publications of other English houses, put up in boxes 
of from 5 to 60 volumes, and at prices ranging from $1 to $9 per box, subject , 
to a special discount to Sunday Schools.

—ALSO—

UNION HYMN BOOKS,
UNION QUESTIONS,

BATEMAN’S HYMNS,
SUNDAY SCHOOL PRIMERS & READING BOOKS.

LIBRARY REGISTERS, 
CLASS BOOKS,

ROLL BOOKS,
MINUTE BOOKS, &c.

The following English Periodicals:

Supplied, Postage Free, at Prices quoted, Payable strictly 
in Advance. y

UPPER CANADA

§rtigi0tt$ tat and foofe foewtg.

The Children's Paper.............. $1 75 per doz. per annum.
The Children's Friend 
The Band of Hope Review... 175 
The British Workman

Catalogues of Libraries furnished Free on application.

3 50

3 50

JOHN YOUNG,
Depositary,

102 Yonge Street, Toronto
October, 1869.

<0 I 1.50 I 1.76 
12 | 3.00 | 3.36

LOYD,
:. 977 P. 0.,
act Societies New] 
le lowest rates fori

!:
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exhausted in Iliieo months, n 
It lias elicited tin: 

ilx-r of Siililmtli School workers.

THE (IEMThe first edition of 
Second Edition, c fully ivvised, is 
heartiest a|i|ivovnl from a large

READY SHORTLY,

“The Companion to the Gem,”
Being the words without the Music, which will he supplied to schools 

at 80c. per dozen.

Sahhath Schools at current rates,C. Co. supply all the Papers fo

Appeal. Band of Hope. British Messenger. British Work
man. Children's Paper. Child’s Own Magazine. Child
ren’s Friend. Children’s Prize. Christian's Penny Maga
zine. Churchman's Penny Magazine. Parish Magazine. 
Penny Post. Sunday School Teacher. Sunday Teachers' 
Treasury. Tract Magazine. Hive.

&c&c. &c.

Sunday School Reward Rooks, Libraries, do.

PRICES
•JOc-SlOO pvrdoz.■strongly stitched

Hoards—cloth hack
Full Cloth—(lilt............
Extra Cloth—(lilt Edges

I Specimen copies sell! free by post oil

COPP, CLARK & CO.,

17 & 19 KI3STO- STREET EAST,

THE: GEM’
A Book of Sabbath School Hymns and Tunes.

;
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