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THESE Letters were occafionally wrote 
fur the Information of a Gentlçman in the 
prvfent Honfc of Cortimons, and are made 
publick at his Inftance, to fhew the great Concern 

the Plantations f'cfpecially the Ifland of Jamaica) 
arc to Great-Britain to encourage and preferve, 
and to Undeceive many People, who arc carried 
away with a Notion of great Advantages, never be­
fore enjoy’d, accruing to this Kingdom, by ercéfc- 
ing the South Sea Company, and their Trading on 
the foot of the AJJiento Contraft.

If upon Pcrufal, anv Perfonfliould think the Ser­
vice of the Ifland in Jamaica, is the View and In­
tent of writing them, he is not much miftaken, 
for it mufl be confcfs’d the difmal Confequences, 
unavoidably falling upon that Ifland from the 
AJJiento Contrat, and the French JSeing left with 
the (hare they have thefe late Years po(T (s’d of 
Hifpaniola, with the Liberty they now enjoy of 
Trading in the South-Seat, were the firft Motive 
that occasion'd the mention of fome things there­
upon in Difcourfe, which afterwards were thought 
proper to be fet in a fuller light, and explain’d by 
the following Letters, not altogether for the Ad­
vantage and lntercft of Jamaica, but for the ge­
neral Advantage and Intereft of Croat-Britain, T>y
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preferving a very beneficial Trade >yc enjoy’d, in 
lieu qf attempting ose \ rccarious in its Nature, a 
certain loft to iti Undertakers, and ruinous to the 
moft gainful Branches of our Trade; for ihculd 
the Englijb be difpoflefs’d of Jamaica, which they . 
may foon be, if that Trade be ruin’d, however 
fome People may believe, we (hall not only lofe 
an I (land of very great Confcqucncc to us in point 
of Triple, but muft never afterwards txpeft to be 
formidable by our Naval Force, in that part of the 
World, as we have been for i^ghy Years pad by 
means of that lfland \ for, as * Dr. Devenant has 
juttly obferv’d, ‘ The loft of Jamaica mutt proba- 
‘ bly be follow’d with the Ruin of our lntercft in 
7 America.

Ip tbefe Letters the Dangers arifing to Jamaica, 
and other our Sugar Colonies, are (hewn really to 
proceed from the Enoeafe of the French Power and 
Settlements in their 1 Hands in America, cfpecially 
on Hifpaniola-, and 'twerc heartily to be wiih’d, 
the Confequenccs thereof,.to the Trade and Navi­
gation of this Kingdom, were but more ferioufly 
attended to, and confidcr’d.

It has been long fincc remark'd, that the Breed 
of Seamen, with the Encrcafe and Encouragement 
of the Navigation of this Kingdom, does chiefly 
depend on our Plantation Trade, and Newfoundland 
Fifhery ; therefore their prefent State and Conditi­
on delerve the immediate.ConGderation of our bed 
Patriots, for preventing the Decay, Loft, or De­
finition of the Trade and Maritime Strength of 
Great'Britain.

i he Merchants and Planters trading to, and re­
dding in Virginia and Maryland, have laid their 
Cafe before the Parliament this prefent Sellions,

wherein

* Dijftkrfi on TuUt W fuilick Rtvamt. ë
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wherein they (it forth, * Thiat the high Cuftom of
‘ Sixpence and one third of a Penny per Pound on
* Tobacco, for the home Lonfumpu<>n, has, by
* many Years Experience, been found much more
* than it can bear; the Planters and Merchants Ad- 
‘ venturers, having often loft fifty per Cent, and 

i* fometiqpSfs mare than their Capital, the Produce
* not being lufficient to defray the Cuftom, Freight, 
‘ and other Charges, fo that without fomc timely
* Relief, this Trade muft inevitably be loft to Great-
* Britain.

* As the diftancc of eur Sritijb Plantations is an
* Improvement of our Navigation, fo of Ncccffity
* it becomes a Charge to our Tobacco, and has 
‘ given great Encouragement to the Planting of
* va ft Quantities of that Cbmmodiçy in Holland,
* Germany, &c. to the Improvement of their Land#* 
‘ and Benefit of their Proprietors, who fupply
* many parts of Europe, to the Decay of our Plan-
* rations, Trade and Navigation.

* And unlefs fuch Encouragement be given to
* the Exporters of Tobacco, as may enable them
* to render it very cheap to foreign Markets, and
* thereby in great mcafure to prevent the Planting
* in Europe, this beneficial Trade will in a few
* Yearsoe v rctricveably loft, and our Nation oblig’d
* to pay Specie for Linen, and all other the Ma-
* nufaôures of Holland, Germany, Swe deland, 5*.
* that us’d to be purchas’d in thofc Parts, with the
* Proceed of our Plantation Tobacco. ;

‘ The Difcoura-ements of late Years, have al-
* ready ruin'd fevcral confidcrablc Merchants,
* oblig’d others to decline trading iq Tobacco,
* and forc’d many <jf the Planters in Virginia and
* Maryland upon Manufactures wherein they are

make Shoes, Stockins, Hats, Linen and Woollen.
Ax ‘ nol‘ not '



The T RE F ACE. Tnot only for their own, but the ufe of their 
Neighbours; others fow Corn, which have been 
fent from the Plantations in great Quantities, to 
fevcrul parts of Eurofe\ and Neceflity will put 
them actually upon many Ex;euicnts, to become 
lei's dependant on thi> Kingdom.
And they thys conclude, * The melancholy State 
of our Tob .cco Plantation is fuch, that for feve- 
ral Years part, the Exports of our Woollen and 
other Manufactures to Virginia and Maryland are 
diminiflVd at lead one half the Traders thereto 
greatly Impovrrifh'd, the Planters by Neccfli'y 
Tailing into Manufsftures, the Navigation of this 
Kingdom cohfequcntly leflen’d, and notwithftand- 
ing the fevtral high Dutie. laid on Tobacco, the 
Revenue hath not been thereby augmented.
This is the melancholy State of the Tobacco 

Trade, and as it is prefum’d fhe Danger of our 
lofing the Sugar Trade, is in fome mrafurc (hewn 
in thefe Letters ; and the Danger of its Lofs is fo 
very apparent, that an Author quote ! in thefe Letters 
bas fet it out in a full Light, altho’ that Gentleman 
would infer the Caufe of it to be different from 
what are here reprclcnted, but from the Dedication 
of bis Boojt, and particular Scnfr, in didinguifhing 
the prefect M—.—y for their Experience and 
Knowledge in Trade, it is fully evident, that his 
Book was rather calculated for a private, than the 
publick Intercft.

But let us obferve what his Country Man of Bar* 
frjiff fays, in a Speech to the Council and. eeneral 
Afltmhly of that Ifland, as Printed in thp Toft-Boy 
the Z4rh (nllanr, ‘ Our Neighbour Colonies fo
* long kept by Foreign Fears from Ipnprovinp, are
* now encouraging Trade, encreafing their People, 
f enlarging their Plantations, and cultivating their 
f Lands} their fertile Soil yields them many
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* Crops from one Planting; ours requires the ut-
* molt Art, Indultry, end Manure, and that too
* annually.

And as to the Newf oundland Filhcry, the D.crcafc 
thereof, and its Caufct, h ivc been thewn in many 
Pamphlets lately writ, but in none with more 
Clearnefs than the Briti/b Merchant, or Commerce 
prefenj’d, particularly in the Papers No. 71. and 
81. in the latter of which ’lis faid ‘ the french arc
* now fo much our Rivals in this Trade, and arc
* encre ifed to fuch a prodigious degree, that they
* employ yearly from Sc. Main. Glanvflle, Kocbell,
* St. Martins, I (le of Robe, Bayonne, St. John de
* Luce, Sibonr, &c. to carry on their Filhery on 
‘ the great Banks of Newfoundland, and on the 
< Coalis of that I (land, that is, in their wet and
* dry Filh, upwards of four hundred Sail of
* Ships.

• They arc indeed flays he in another part of this 
‘ Paper) to deliver us up the Poflclfi n of Placentia,
1 and fomc other Place in Newfoundland-, but then
* they have taken care to have a better Place yield*
* cd to them, in lieu thereof, with this extraordi- 
1 nary Favour to them, more than to us, that they
* have the Liberty ( ranted them to frequent our 
‘ I (lands of Newfoundland, and cre£t Stages, &c.
‘ thereon for drying and curing their Filh, but 
‘ we have not the Privilege allowed us of doing
* the fame on a ,y of their lflands, or on the I (land 
‘ of Cape Breton, which they have exprefs Pei mif-
* fi<tn granted them to fortifie as they plcafe; thus
* they arc our Rivals in the Filhcry by our own 
1 Confcnt, which is the more wonderful, in that 
' it is owing to this Filhcry that they dared to con-
* tend for the Maftery at Sea wirh the Maritime 
‘ Powers of England and Holland unite 11 ’tis true,. 
{ the Engtijb and Dutch arc moft frequently call’d

* thp
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* the Maritime Powers, but if I w- re not afraid
* the Mercator would fall upon me for dilcoverine
* our Weak nefs, I would beg you to tell him 1
* think it a Jcft to appropriate the Name'of Ma-
* ritime Powers to Great Britain and Holland ex-
* du five of France, when we confider what a fi-
* gure that Nation made at Sea before the Battle
* of la Hogue in itipz. Can we then think that a
* few Years of Peace, with filch a Filhcry, and fuch 
‘ Conditions of Commerce as were granted to
* France by the late Treaty, will not loon enable 
1 her to contend again with our United Fleets ?

The prefent State of our Tobacço and Sugar 
Trade, and Newfoundland Filhcry being fuch as re- 
prefented, nauft give us a very fad Profpcft, fincc 
’tis by our Sugar and Tobacco Colonies we have 
fuch a Ballance in Trade on our fide with Holland 
Hamburgh, &c. and from our Newfoundland Filhcry, 
very great Sums have been Annually brought into 
this Kingdom from Spain, Portugal and Italy ; for 
our other Colonics, as New England, NewTork, &c. 
being chiefly dependant on our Sugar Settlements 
to take off their Produit, and having not where­
withal to anfwer the Exports to them from Great 
Britain, are only valuable as they bear relation to 
fuch Colonics as arc furnilhed by them, which 
mult ceafe on the decay of the Trade from whence 
it arifes.

Thus fad and melancholy, is our prefent Condi­
tion as to thefe Branches of our Trade and Navi­
gation ; for confirming of which, and fevcral other 
Matters in the following Letters concerning our 
Trade in'the Weft Indies, exclufive of the prefent 
defigned one, upon the Foot of the AJfiento Con­
trail, fhall conclude with an Extrait of a Letter 
from a Peifon who has lived in Cadiz and Jamaica 
for above twenty Yean part.

Extrait

t
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Extra# of a Letter from Jamaica dated the ijth 
of Ap>tl, 1714.

THUS you [et bow they (tie French) endea­
vour to freighter! all Trade in general, and gi­

ving [rich Tracks of land (on HifpanioWj and not
letting any one enjoy more wan wparoe riants and 
Manures.?they'll become in few Tears very powerful j 
nay. tloey dm t flick to jay. but in lejs than ten Tears 
they wil f bave the whole Hifpaninla.

Did Sp un but clear tbetr tty es as they ought, é
War by them fhould be immediately commenced, or elfe 
the Spannrds are gone itbjhtf Parts ; and upon the 
firft Ouarrel we ever bave with them ( the French ) 
this Ifland the next For as the French are endea­
vouring to fettla and bring a dumber of Men among 
them, our sentry are for fending all away\ this is the 
CUnning of our Inhabitants.

leant help remarking to you the little Notice En­
gland takes in protecting its Trade : Did they but
confider the Game France bas been playing tbejefeven 
Tears pafl, none but Men void of Natural Thought 
would bave fuffered the Continuance thereof fince the 
Ceffation of sir ms, from that time ve might have 
prevented iti if « could not before ; but our great 
Sufferings will be from wbat bas been done fince, and 
no body trouble tbemftlves about it; it’s 1 heir being 
fuffered to fend Ships uenn Ships into the South Sea», 
and fupplyingthe Kingdoms of Peru and Mexico r:'fc 
fucb quantities of Goods that ’twill be [even Teat 
confume them » by which Scheme they have at. 
pated the Trade of our Nation, Holland, am 
Kingdom of Old Spain for five Tears; for lean a 
you it will be at leafl that time before any quanti 
Goods of general Species can be in Demand, or give 
Encouragement to any Trader of Spamlh, English and

Dutch

l 1



The PRÉFACÉ.
Dutch Nation to fend Goods to t be Kingdoms of Peru 
or Mexico, for ruby Jbould any one think tbofe Peo­
ple fofoolifh to buy together ten Suits of Cloaths, when 1 
one will ferve them f Thus it's with them, whatever 
Goods come mujl lie till tbfe in the Country are con- 
fumed , it s this vaft fupply of Goods by the South Seas 
to the Kingdoms of Peru and Mexico, that has kept 
all the silver and Gold from coming into the North, 
and occafioned the total Ruin ff/OlJ Spain, and more 
particularly their Navigation, and utterly deflroyed for 
the prefent tbofe Cities, and the Settlements on the 
North fide : Nay, they will not let us alone in the 
Eait-lndies, for l can ajjure you three of their Ships 
have took in Mony, and went to Chin», and ft re­
turned to Lima and other places with rich India 
Cargoes.

Thus they attack our Trade in all its, Parts, and 
when-have glutted every Branch, and fucked the Mar­
row if Trade to procure a Peace, feed us with the No­
tion of giving us a South Sea Company, without let­
ting us know the advantages of fuch a Trade now 
brought to as low an Ebb as ever any Trade yeas brought 
to, having near Twenty two Sail of Ships fix Months 
fence in the South Seas.

If this is not fpeedily remedied I fear a worfe Con- 
fequence, therefore it behoves all Europe to engage in 
it i I bave ventured to write thus to you and to let 
you feewbat little Advantages the South Sea Company 
can expe8 from their Trade.

THE

>
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/ïffiento Contrad Confidered.
AS ALSO,

The Advantages and Decay of the Trade of 
Jamaica, and the Plantations, with the 
Cattfes and Confequences thereof.

In feveral Letters to a Member of Parliament.

SIR, January zo, 1711-1$.

I Shall give you the belt Information I can, in 
the time you allow me for it, of the Advan­
tage the lfland of Jamaica is to Great Britain, 
both as to its Situation for Trade with the 

Spaniards j or, in cafe of a War with them, as 
well as the Value it produceth, and its being made 
Capable of producing Yearly ; and alfo my Appre- 
henfion, that it will not be long of any Confe­
rence to Great Britain, either in regard to the 
Trade with the Spaniards, or its own Produce, and 
the Danger we arc in of loling it whenever there 
is another War with France.

And firft, Jamaica is fituated in the Latitude of 
17 and 18, and hath for its Neighbours, vit. 3 f 
Leagues to the Eaftward and Windward the 
lfland of Hifpaniola * about 25 Leagues to the 
Northward the lfland of Cuba-, ana abour ifo 
Leagues to the Southward is the Main of New 

B ipain,
*,
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Spain, or the North fide of the Kingdom of Peru, 
whereupon are Carthagene and Portobello, the Port 
that the Galleons corné to t and about Jfo 
Leagues to the Weft ward and Leeward is la Vera 
Cruz y which is the Port or chief Place (or Trade 
with the Kingdom of Mexico on that fide, as the 
above Places arc for the Kingdom of Peru

The Trade with the Spaniards from Jamaica 
ftho* CollufivcJ has been very confiderable \ and 
’tis certain for feven Years paft fabout which time 
it commenced de Novo) the Spaniards have been 
fupplied from thence, one Year with another, with 
three or f urthoufand Negroes, in return for which, 
and for Flower, Woollen and other Goods, there 
has been received of them in Gold and Silver, and 
the Produce, of AVw Spain, 100000 /. or i ycooo l. 
Yearly $ and as the Produce of the Ifland it felffor 
fomc Years paft has not been lets in Value than 
p00000 /. a Year -, fo ’tis capable of producing three 
times what it does at prefent, were but fomc Laws 
made to prevent fuch Quantities of Land being 
Monopolized by particular Perfons, and obliging 
fuch Perfons, as have very great Runns of Land, 
and will neither fettle nor fell the fame, that they 
do the one or the other, and to give Encourage­
ment for white People to come and refide in the 
Ifland. . ’

As to the Trade from Jamaica with the Spa­
niards, 1 fear from the Power the French King 
has over King Philip, and the growing as well as 
the prefent Strength of the French, as alfo the 
Encouragement they have given them by King 
Philip in thofc Parts, it mun be foon at an end. 
’Tis probable Great Britain may have the Affiento, 
or the fupplying the Spaniards with Negroes, if 
there can be found any Perfons, incorporated or

not,

x
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hot, fo inconfiderate, as to accept it on the ïertbs 
her Majefty has acquainted her Parliament.

’Tis not much more than Thirty Year?, that 
the only Settlement the French were pofTcfled qf 
in the Wefl Indies was Martinecot fincc this they 
have fettled Guardalupe, and increafed their Settle­
ments on Hifpaniola ten to one ; and as they have 
fo increafed them during two Wars, what may it 
not be prefum’d they will do on a Peace, and the 
Encouragement they have given them for it, by 
the Duty laid upon all clay’d or refin’d Sugar im-

Eortcd into France, which Duty eflfeétually pro­
fits, or prevents either us or the Dutch ( who 

have vaft Quantities from England Yearly) from 
fending any thither, and muft conlequcntly caufc a

Îrefent Encouragement to, and Increafc of the 
tench Plantations ; and as they have within thefc 

four or five Years beat us almoft out of our Indlgd 
Trade, fo it can’t be a much longer time tifore 
our Condition will be the fame with our Sugar 
Trade.

In 1709 and 1710, the then Miniltry had it 
motion’d to, and it was intended by them, that 
at the General Treaty of Peace it Ihould be 
demanded for the French to reftore to the Spani­
ards fuch part as they poflefled of the Ifland of Hi­
fpaniola ; out inftead of that there arc good Rea­
sons to believe, that the French arc confirmed in 
their Poftcflion by the Ceflion of the whole Ifland 
granted by King Philip to his Grandfather.

As it is very much to be feared, from what! have 
faid, that the Plantations in general will fuflfer, 
and be of little Confeqwence to Great Britain in a 
few Y ears, fo the Ifland of Jamaica, of fuch Concern 
to it in regard to its Situation or Ncarnefs to fterr 
Spain, cannot whenever we have a Rupture with 
France, without a vaft Charge, as well as great Fore-

B a fight#

ftHk-
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fight, remain long in the Hands or Poffeflion of the 
Subji&s of it, finer in twenty four Hours Sail the 
French from any part o Htffaniola can be upon it; 
’tis ncedlcfs to fay more, as to the Danger Jamaica 
is in^ then obferve, that in the Year 169} the Irt- 
habitants of Hifpaniola form’d an Expcuiti -n at 
their own Charge againft it, and over-run and de- 
ftroyed the greateft part of it, though it mud be 
own’d that the Year before the Ifland had differed 
a very great Lofs by the Earthquake in its Inhabi­
tants, and the Sicknefs that followed \ yet not- 
withftanding on enquiring into the State and Con­
dition of the Ifland at that time, ’twill be found 
to have had a much greater Number of White 
Men, or Inhabitants upon it, than fince; and it 
is certain, and mult be lamented, that at this pre- 
fent the Number of them is lefs than they have 
been for 40 Years pad.

ThcColktiors Demand of Dutieson Prize Goods 
bioutfit into the Ifland occafioncd fevcral thoufand 
Sea-faring Men to leave it about three Years ago; 
and the Proceedings of the Admiral or Commander 
in Chief in thofc Parts has a!fo induc'd confidcra- 
ble Numbers to do the fame, and have in many 
Refpefts been of very great Prejudice to the Trade 
and 'ntereft of the Ifland.

Now as the other Iflands belonging to Great Bri­
tain in tht Wejt Indies have little or no Trade, fo 
’tis their Produce only makes them valuable -, but 
the Ifland of Jamaica is not only valuable for its 
Produce but alfo for its Situation for Trade with 
the Spaniards ; and in Cafe of a War to obftrud 
or annoy with the Queens Ships or Privateers from 
thrnce, not only the French Trade to and fçom 
Hifpaniola, but theirs, the Spaniards, or any other 
Nations Trade with New Spain on the North 
fide.
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is ncceffiiry to obfcrvc, to make good more 

fully what 1 premifed in the beginning, that all 
Ships or Veflcls bound to Jamaica from any pare 
of Europe Africa or America, make the lfland of 
Hifpaniola, and come down on the South fide of 
it, and that all Ships or Veflcls in their return 
from Jamaica to Great Britain, or any other part, 
either turn up ( after clear of the Eaft end of it) 
on the North fide of Hifpaniola, and South fide 
of Cuba or take their Pattage through the Golph 
of Florida, and pals bv, and generally go in fiQht 
of the Havana on Cuba, which is juft at the o- 
pening of the faid Golph •, and as M >nfieur Cro- 
fat has by his late Grant from the French King, 
plainly Florida included and compiehendcd, fo'tis 
mod certain, that whoever are in Poflrffion of fuch 
an Extent of Land as fecnv granted him, will be 
Matter of the Canal of Bahama, and fo Neighbour­
ing to the lfland of Cuba, that it will not he diffi­
cult to hinder the Paflage of any Ships or Veflcls 
that way, as well as it will not from Hifpaniola, 
to hinder them either coming or going to Ja­
maica, or returning from thence the other Paflage 
above-mentioned.

I fhould proceed, but that I fear I have already 
tired you, and that you will repent you gave me 
the Invitation: However, 1 hope what 1 have faid 
is enough for you to infer Confequences, and that 
it will occafion you and other Gentlemen to pre-

S 1 R, 8tc.
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vent them whatever you can.

/ am,

/

<
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Having in a former Letter given you my 
Thoughts both of the Advantage and Con- 

fequencc of the Ifland Jamaica toQreat-Briiain, as 
well as the Danger we arc in of lofing it when- 
ever we have another War. with France, and now 
taking the or Contrat, of allowing the
Subjects of Great-Britain the liberty of importing 
Negroes mto the Sfanijb Wejl-Inditi on the Foot 
thereof, to be very Difadvantageous to the faid 
Kland, I mall give you my Thoughts thereupon, 
and mow, that the faid Contract will prove a Lofs 
even to them who fhall accept it.

AsJ have before acquainted you, that the pri­
vate Trade from Jamaica to the Coaft of New 

J1/* bccn very confiderable, and brought 
more Mony into her MajcftyÇ Dominions in a 

ear, than the Contradt can, admitting the 4800 
Negroes, or more, Ihould be taken off yearly by 
the Spaniards, fo ’tis to be feared, that this Con­
tra^ will foqn put an end to the faid Trade 1 and 
that by it numbers of Merchants, or Faâors, and 
Sea-faring Men, will be prevented going to Ja­
maica, ^3 well as many now Inhabitants of and 
belonging to the Ifland, will be obliged to leave 
k; and that as much Jefs of the Manufactures of 
Great-Bn tain, crc. and Provifions from Ireland will 
be fent to the Ifland ; fo the quantity of Shipping 
that went yearly to it, will confequemly leflbn 
and fall ffort > whereby the Planter that can’t 

. P th= Produce of his Plantation to Qreat-Bri. 
taw, will be under a Ncceflity to fell it at a much
°wek 1fn5C* *nd.he that Ship it, mu ft give a 

much higher Freight. That thefe and many more
■ bc che Confcquences to Jamaica from this

Con-
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Contract is undeniable, unlcfs thofe, wfio *tis faid 
are to have it, will not make ufe of me Power 
with the Government, &c. (llipulated ,yi the laid 
Com raft, to prevent the Subjects of GreatBritain, 
and the Plantations, from importing Negroes, un­
der Penalty of Forfeiture.) or by their Agent*, (as 
'tis to he feared ’twill be in their PowerJ obftruft 
or hinder, the Trade they may or can otherwife 
have for Merchandize with thee Spaniards

That i he Contraft for fupplying the Spaniards 
with Ncgr >es, has prov’d a lofs to former Aflicn- 
tifts, has been acknowledg’d by the Contraftors 
themfclves> but to make that good, we have this 
Contr <â in the 4td Article, wherein ’tis ftipula- 
ted ‘ I hit confiJertng the Lofles which former
* Aftientifts have fuftained, the King has been 
‘ pleas’d tu allow to the Company of this Aftien-
* tifts a bhip of po Tuns to Trade withal yearly
* to the Weft-Indies, during the jo Years of this
* Contract, on condition they (hall not attempt 
‘ any unlawful Trade. But furcly this Permiflion 
is not look’d upon, or efteem’d by any Perfon that 
has confider’d the Country, &c. where the Goods 
are to be fent, and the uncertainty of there being 
fold, to be any Advantage to the A(Ji ntifts.

Bur on the contrary, a certain Lofs to them, for 
by the faid Article ’tis ftipulated, ‘ That the Goods 
‘ ihall lye iA Warehoufcs ’till the Arrival of the 
‘ Flora’s and Galleons, and be fold only at the 
f time of the Fair,’ which is generally but once in 
three Years, and fometimes longer.

Wc are told in the Preamble to this Contrafl:, 
that it was given to her Majcfly, in Condefcenfi- 
on and Complacency to her, as the Draught was 
put into King Philip’s Hands by Dorr Monad Me<- 
naffesQilligan, at which I am not a little furpriz’d, 
fincc by the faid Contraâ I will take upon me to 

B 4 fay
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ff.W ,by thc Refervation to King Phi lie in rh* 
£d ArW %dl as in thc Hints, 
nirnt ofttic ÎD0000 pieces of Eight to be adviced 
him in other Articles it be taken for granted, .t will 
be a very profitable thing for the Jfpentiji, and 1rs 
been gtven out and aflerfed.in fevefafAddrefltto 
her Majelty, to be of very great BenVfit and Con-

M 0V“?r?"W) that any Body of 
her Majefty s Subjects will be Gainers, or the KW

ÎSLÎÏÏSEÎ5Î-» ”s"*
1 mult confers I think all that the Perfons 

to whorn the fettling of a Contrat was left to 
had to have adv,fed, was for us to require and 
v®”snd °f King £/»//», (which furely he would 
have agreed to m Condefccnfion and Complacent 
to our giving him> Spain and the /«&, » P 7

that the Ærr///i Nation fhould have been the

ÏU>ïZSyiV“-3S5ï
^jtîâs=î
» Mt;xti h'r'by TP '"“"'cUncf.. „to Kules, Reftri&.ons, and being liable on cverv 
occafiOn to an Arbitrary Power in fo diftant a
wouîdT “uWC11 ” 1 Partn"<bip with a King, &c 
wou|d have been avoided, and no Subjeéè ofoZt’
fnd V°r th1 P!antations’ excluded this Trade 
and confequcmly the faid Trade enlarged, and more
of m r?0ng hCf Maic%’« SubjeSs, v wTu 
of more Advantage to Great-Britain f

Now on the Foot of this Contrrô, as the Altun.

*>of,hcCo„„aa, I» DoPrevifio” is m^cTow
• •* '• “ * “ «■••<... j. 3

oru.
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tn in what manner, as alfo his Share for the carry­
ing on of the faid Trade. Be (ides, the Ajjientijit 
are, from March 1711, to piy yearly the Duties of

pieces of Eight, and one third on 4OGO Ne­
groes at Madrid. The whole on thefc feveral 
Heads will amount to a conliderable Sum of Mo- 
ny, and may it not juftly be feared that the Spa­
niards, fince *tis no fettled Price they are to give 
by the Contraft, will often dehy buying, in order 
to fall the Price t and that in the lèverai hundred 
of Negroes that may be brought at offfc Shipping, 
or in one fliort time, they will take only fuch as are 
HponEximination the Choice of the Number; and 
further, *tis a hardfbip upon the AJJientifts to pay 
Cuftom annually for fuch a number of Negroes, 
tho* they do not find it for their Intereft to fend or 
import them; or they arc not able in the Courfe 
ofthe Trade to do it; as a much greater hardlhip 
to pay the Duties in 1 y Days after the Arrival of 
the Negroes on the Coaft of New Spain, when ma­
ny may dye before they are or can be fold, efpe- 
ciaily confidering what Numbers mull be fickly if 
the Voyage be long.

In my Opinion, as this Contraft bears hard up­
on the Affientijh, fo it feems calculated to prohibit 
all our other Trade with the Spaniardt in the Weft- 
Indies, but on the footing thereof, or in the man­
ner therein preferibed, and to hinder many ufeful 
Difcoveries in point of enlarging our Trade, at 
alfo to be an eff ftual Bar to the Settlements and 
Commerce of the Stutb-Sea Company into the 
South-Seas t from which, ever fince the prefent 
Lord Treasurer's opening the Projeti in Parliament 
for paying the publick Debts, we have been told 
and made to believe fas by feveral Addrefles to the 
Queen may be feenj fuch wonderful Advantages, 
as to Trade, would accrue to the Kingdom.

That

V
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That we arc thus fruftrated of the Settlements 

we were encouraged to expeft from the S'uniJh ' 
Dominions in the Indies, as well as in our Trade 
thither, I take to be very hard, and an ^different 
Compenfation for the Favour we have done the 
Houfe of Bourbon, in not continuing the War with 
our Allies, when ’twas certainly in our Power, 
with thrm, to have recovered the whole Spanijb 
Monarchy out of their Hands, and to have h/d the 
Trade of the Sfeeui/h Weft-Indies to our felves by 
obliging the French to have lfi; ulated, as in’the 
Preliminary in .709. that to w-t, particularly and 
especially France Jhall never become p ftrftrd of the 
Spanifh Weft* Indies, nor fend Ships tbttber to exer- 
cife Commerce under any Pretext what fever. -

I am, Sir, yours, &c.

s I R* Nov. 10, 171J.

IN Anfwer to yours of the id Inftant, I afliirc 
you my Appréhendons and Thoughts continue 
the f-me, and I am the more confirm’d in them bv 

what has occured to me fince ; I am truly concern’d to 
hear that fome Managers of the South-Sea Company 
adufe and declare thcmfilves fo warmly for the 
Prevention and Ruin of the private Trade carried on 
from the IJland of Jamaica in the Weft.Indies, with 
the Spaniards on the North Coaft of New Spain, 
I heartily with thefc Gentlemen, or the ytjftentifts, 
(which is a thing to be feared) do not by their 
powerful Intcreft find means of doing it, fince ’tis 
fo nectffary for the Intcreft of them; however fa- 
tal to the Intcreft of Jamaica, as well as of 
Grrat-Bntam, Ireland, and the Northern Colonies 
of America.

It
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It highly dcfervcs the Confederation of all her ' 

. MajeftyŸs Subjefts, and efpecially the Lords of 
Trade and Plantations, (whofe Places lhould give 
them the occnfion of acquainting themfelves with 
its true Intercft,) what Conl'equence the En­
couragement and Piefervatioh the lfland of Ja­
maica is to Great- Britain, 8cc. and the. Danger 
there will be of its falling into the Hands of the 
French upon a Rupture with that Nation, (more 
efpecially if the Trade above mentioned be ruined, 
whi. h will greatly diminifh its Strength of Peo­
ple^ or from the Force of its Neighbours on Hi- 
Jpaniola ; an lfland, befidrs its largenefs to any of 
the French or Eng'ijb ones in thole Parts, already 
formidable, and daily increaling in People and in 
new Settlements.

Befides what I have already taken notice to you, 
of what Concern this lfland is fro Great Britain, in 
refneft to its Situation, yearly Produce in Sugar, 
Indigo, fÿc. and the Mony brought into her Ma- 
jefty’s Dominions annually by their Trade from 
thence (tho* Collufive^ with the Spaniards-. ’Tis 
alfo of Concern to it, not only as it gives Encou­
ragement by its Trade to New Spain, to the Na­
vigation and Produce of our Northern Colonies* 
particularly New Fork and Penjilvania, but as that 
Trade finds Employment for a great number of 
Veflcls and Sea faring Mec at and from that lfland, 
wherein conlifts the belt Strength of it.

Shall then the Intereft and Profperity of fo valu­
able, beneficial, and even ncceflary an lfland to 
Great-Britain, and other her Majefty’s Dominions, 
have no regard (hewn to it? And fhall a certain 
advantageous Trade to the Subjefts of Great- 
Britain have an End put to it, to make room for 
an uncertain one, and one Disadvantageous to the 
Undertakers ; for ’tis not to be denied, but the

private
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private Trade above-mentioned, has brought more 
1 rade into her Majefty’s Dominions for many 
Years paft, than can be brought into them on the 
foot of the Affiento Contrad : And that alfo luch 
Trade has been more profitable to the private Tra­
ders^ vicrchants, than the faid Contrad «nil be 
to the South-Sea Company or Affientijls. But this 
I muft own, that rhe Treafury or Spain will be ad­
vanced by the Trading an the foot of the Con­
i''8"*. more than by the private Trade, which per* 
hapsrs the rrue'Reafon for the Warmth of fome 
Men for its being deftroyed.

Now confidcring this, and that by théAffmt, 
Contract the South-Sea Company, or Ajfmtfis, arc 
not to Trade into the South Seat, or in any o’thcr 
manner to Nev Spain, than by the faid Contrad 
preferibed ; where then arc the great things fwe 
have been told of; obtained for Great-Bnta.n in re, 
fpeft to its Trade t > New Spain and by credHng 
the Soutb-Sea Company ? Or how have the Nati­
on’s Debts been paid without one penny Charge 
to the People, when nothing is more notorious 
than that fince the eroding the Soutb-Sea Compa­
ny, there has been raifed by Parliament, the Sum
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As I have formerly hinted to you, I wiilr due 

R-fl ft on was made by every Subjeti of Great- 
Britain, on the fending Goods in the manner 
pre crib’d in the 4id Article of the jlffiento Con- 
tv,,ft: This 1 muft confcfs will be a new Me­
thod of Trading to New Spain, but I deny its be­
ing any new Advantage in point of Trade to the 
Subirfts of Great-Britain ; ’tis only taking from the 
Trade we had before the laft War, and might 
fas 'tis faid we have Peace with Spain, and the 
Trade on the footing we had it in the Reign of 
Kino Charles the lid.; exptft again to and from 
Cadiz, rt St. Mary, &c. ’Tis well if this man­
ner of Trading, as by the faid 4id Article pre- 
feribed, do not (which *tis my fettled Opinion it 
will; prove a Difcotfrageuient to, and leflening 
of the Exportation of the Manufactures, and con- 
fequently the Trade of this Kingdom, on the ge­
neral Ballance with the Spans (b Nation.

For as this manner of Trade will certainly leflcn 
the number of Britijb GentlemeA from going or 
living as formerly, or otherwife as Fatiors in Cadiz, 
Port St. Maries, &c. (whofe Friends or Acquain­
tances when there wou’tWccep them more or lels 
employ’d; fo thofc Places were the Mart of our 
Manufactures for the Indies, and there the Traders 

' or Merchants who embarked on the Galleons and 
Flota’s, informed themfclves what Species and 
Quantities were bought up and Ship’d from time 
to time ; or ’twere generally encouraging for them, 
fevrrally to buy or take with them upon each Fleet ", 
which they muft be at a lofs in, if the Sourb-Sea 
Company or AQientifls do Trade according to the 
manner preferibed in the 4id Article of the Ajjtento 
ContrCt afore-mentioned; and as the Dealing up­
on fuch Uncertainties will prevent our Merchants 
from fending the quantities of our Manufactures fas 
formerly, and fome People have the nfluranec to ex-
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ffft now) to Cadiz, Port St. Maries, &c. f0 ’twill 
prevent the Trader or Merchants that Embark on 
the Galleons and Flora's (as may be probably con-
'7lU Sr0™ any of the «mall Quantities 
of Bntijb Manufactures lent to thofc Places by our 
Merchants, or from their taking any of our Ma­
nufactures with them to fell on our Merchants 
Accounts, as has been formerly praCtis/d, and be 
the means of turning the former manner of Trade 
and occafion thole Traders and Merchants to AVw 
Sfatn to buy the Goods of, and be concerned in this 
Trade with other Nations; confider, 1 pray, the 
Confequenccs of this to Great-Britain.

1 mult freely confcfs to you, that to meit wHk 
teem to be very impolitick (were it nçr Difad- 
vantage irt general, as evidently it mult be to her 
Majclty s Dominions) for Great*Britain% ^uher by a 
Law, to put a Hop to, or otherwife Difcountcnancc 
or Difcourage the SubjcCts of it from Trading in 

1 w“at manncf ‘hey can with any Nation or People, 
where tis their Intcreft, and an Advantage to this 
Kingdom they lliouldj as plainly in this Cafe.

It may be mown, fif any arc fo weak as to queltion 
it) that every Kingdom, or State, that have Co- 
Ionics and Plantations abroad, and under their fe- 
veral immediate Governments, aCt in the fame man­
ner as the Kingdom of Old Spain doth in refpeft 
to any other Kingdoms or States SubjeSs trading 
to Ncto Spami and do not permit any of the Su£ 
jcas of luch other Kingdom or State to trade to 
luch their Colonies and Plantations; And whoe­
ver does Trade to them, and not Subi efts of, and 
come not from the Dominions of the Government 
they are federally under, the Ship and Goods are 
liable to a Forfeiture by the Laws, Çtffoms, 
of each Country, fhould they be feited.'v ,

And 4
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And therefore thofe Perfons that Trade, do it 
collufively, and are conftantly npon their Guard; 
but tho’ each particular Kingdom and State hare 
Laws, Cultoms, &c. to prevent the Subjeds of 
others from Trading to their Colonies and Planta­
tions, yet no one Kingdom or State have any Laws,
Cuftoms, &c. to prevent or reftrain its own Sub- 
jedts irom Trading to the Colonies or Plantations 
of any other Kingdom or State $ Purely then we 
(hall confider well before we do a thing fo much 
againft the Intereft of the Trading Subje&s of her 
Majefty s Dominions, and the general Advantage 
of the Kingdom, and not exclude our fclves, and 
leave this Beneficial method and wav of Trade to 
be carried on and enjoyed by the French, Dutch, 
and other Nations, of every one of whom, by our 
Situation, we have certainly a very great Advan­
tage in c>rtying on the faid Trade.

I heartily wilh my Apprehcnfions, which arife 
from jhe certain Declaration of fome Men who arc 
looked upon as great Managers in the Article of 
theTrade of the Nation, may have no Foundation, 
and that no Law be Enafted, or Orders given, or 
Power interfere, to prevent or difeourage the Sub- 
jedb of Great-Britain or the Plantations, from 
Trading as ufual with the Spaniard*. And alfo, 
that not any Affiftance (with our Men of War <* 
otherwife^ be given by the Government to the 
South-Sea Company, or Affuntifts, for the feizing 
of any Ship or Vefl'el belonging to the Subjefts oi 
Great-Britain Trading with the Spaniards, cxclu- 
five of, and not within the Limits of the Charter 
of the Soutb-Sea Company.

As our Colonics and Plantations are certainly all 
in fome mcafure very valuable to Great Britain, 
and its Intereft to Prefcrve and Encourage, fo I 
muft repeat to you again the lfland of Jamaica in 

• a



• more particular manner,- which gives me hopesi 
whatever may be the defign oi fr.mc Men who arc 
for ruining the Tr^dc with the Spaniards, that the 
neccflary regard will be had to its Ptclcr vat ion and 
Encouragement by the Government.

I am, SIR, Yours, 8cc. '

SIR, May 5, 1714.
no fmall Satisfaction to me, that my Let* 

JL ters have given you and others an Idea of 
the Confequence, and the Advantage the I (land of 
Jamaica is to Great Britain, not only for its Situa­
tion, and the Trade carried on from it with the 
Spaniards; but for its Produce in Sugar, Indigo, 
&c. and Confumption of the Goods and Merchan­
dizes of and from Great Britain, whereby confide- 
rablc Employment is given to the Navigation of 
the Kingdom.

And I can’t but tell y out that I am pleafed to 
find you are of Opinion with me, that the AJJienta 
Contraft will never Anfwer -, and that carrying on 
a Trade on the foot of it, as in 41 Articles, will 
be ruinous to our Trade to the Indies, formerly 
from Cadiz, &c. as well as to that from Jamaica, 
and other the Britijb Plantations -, and I with with 
you, that Come means could be found out, and en- 
tred upon, fothat the French Encreafe in their Set­
tlements, efpecially on Hifpaniola, might not* 
as you juftly infer from my Letters, endanger Ja* 
maica, and cccafion its falling (upon a Rupture 
with France) into their Hands, and our Sugar 
Trade being loft to the Kingdom.

’Tis above eighteen Months that the Affiento 
Contrat has been agreed, and Goods have been

flxiptby the St 
Motions of th< 
may ftay here, 
Goods have I 
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Aliptbjr the South S#* Company ; and ’tîs from the 
Motions of the Coqopany not unlikely, that the Ships 
may (lay here, before they Sail, as much longer as the 
Goods have been Ihipt. Such Delays, m Profe- 
cution of a Trade which has been declared on fo 
many Oce.fi ms, and the People made to believe, 
fo very advantageous an one, feems very extraordi­
nary » furc luch Delays fhould not be made, fince 
the former Trade from Cadix, &c. is ( as *ti$ pre­
tended ) to be made good, and much improved and 
enlarged to Great Britain, by one on the foot of 
A'ffiento Contraâ, tho' no Ship has been fent, and 
it may be an Uncertainty when any may; yet that 
;reat Quantities of Goods have been bought up by 
He South Sea Company, has refounded all pver the 

Kingdom, and did not a little Service in making 
Peorle think much better of the Peace with France 
and Spain at the late Elediont, then at prefent they 
find any Reafon for.

. Betides thofe Particulars, mentioned in my former 
Letters, of trading on the foot of the/iffiento Con- 
tr.fli being detrimental to the general lntereft of 
Great Britain, l am now to take Notice to you that 
all Letters from Cadiz, fort St. Mary's, &c. to our 
Merchants iu London, Briftol, &c. give them very 
Melancholy Accounts of the State and Condition 
of th,e Trade there i and in particular, that it is 
chiefly in the Hands of, and carried on by the 
french, and that the Treaty of Commerce fubjeâs 
the Trade from Great Britain to fuch Hardships, as 
were never before known in Spain: And from the 
Ifland of Jamaica *ti$ abundantly confirmed by all 
Letters, that the trade ever enjoy’d froth thence 
with the Spaniards is in a manner loll, four French 
Men of War being ftationed upon theCoaft of New 
Spain, to prevent and interrupt their Trading. 
’Its given out thefc Ships are lent the King of 

C Spaini
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Spain, and act by vcrtuc of Stanifb Comm idiom -, 
already they have taken or fazed Tome Trading 
Veflcb belonging to Jamaica, to a very cocfidera- 
blc Value ; therefore be pleafed to obferve, that 
while our Trade from Jamaica is thut prevented 
and interrupted, the Frtncb enjoy and carry on (and 
by this means more advantagiuufly) their Trade in 
the South Seat, where, all Letters in February and 
March lait from Jamaica inform the Traders here, 
that there were Trading above twenty Sail of French 
Ships i and at this time many Ships are fitting out 
in lèverai Pors of France for the fame Voyage.

You very well know that I was out of England 
when the Dcftor was Condemn’d by the Queen, 
Lords and Commons, and did not return 'till her 
Majcfty had procured her Subjects a Peace ; and 
therefore had never read the Aft, Entituled, An 
A3 fa making gned Deficiencies, and fatisfying the 
Publtck Credit, and for ereQing a Corporation to carry 
on a Trade to the South Seas; and for the Encourage­
ment of the Fijhery j and for Liberty to Trade in un­
wrought Iron with the Subjtch of Spain, and to repeal the 
A3t for Regijlring Seamen, Mil very tew Days ago, 
when 1 met with the following remarkable Preamble 
for ereftmg the South Sea Company, viz.

4 Whereas it is of the greateft Confequencc to 
the Honour and Welfare of this Kingdom, and

* for the Increafc of the Strength and Riches there-
* of; and for the vending the Produft and Manu-
• fafture, Goods and Merchandizes of or brought 
4 into this Kingdom, and Employment of the Poor, 
4 that a Trade ihould be carried on to the South 
4 Seat, and other Parts in America, within the Li- 
‘•mits herein after mentioned, which cannot be fo
• fccurcly and fucccfsfully begun and carried on, as 
4 by a Corporation, with a joint Stock, exclufivc 
4 of all others. Now for the better Encourage-

4 ment
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4 Politick or < 
4 Members of 
4 to be creftcd 
4 tent that a r 
4 parts of Arnei 
4 mentioned, t
* the Advantaj
* it enafted, <j 

The readii
brought into n 
Contraft, and i 
Article, viz. 4 
4 on, or attet 
4 Trade than f 
4 ly or indiraft 
which Words 
ther Trade wi 
are an cfltftu 
mercc of the & 
from a Trade, 
fuch wonderfu 
Kingdom. Thi 

4 Trade that was 
this Kingdom, 
Poor, is cntircl 
tain -, and as th 
mercc on our G 
all Merchants) 
been expefted i 
is to be prefumi 
Trading to the 
the Cafe of th 
fend Goods to 
they have Libc 
reprefented it ; 
Guard Ships, p



[ '9 ]
« ment of all and every the Perfon or Perfon?, Body
• Politick or Corporate, who (hall be or become 
1 Members of the faid Company or Corporation,
• to be ereded as aforefaid ; and to the end and in-
* tent that a Trade to the South Seat, and other 
« parts of America, within the Limits herein after 
‘ mentioned, may be carried on and promoted for 

. « the Advantage and Honour of this Kingdom ; Be
• it enaâcd, &c.

The reading of this Preamble immediately 
brought into my Mind many things in the Affiento 
Contract, and in particular thefe Words in the 4id 
Article, viz. ‘ The faid Company (hall not carry
* on, or attempt any unlawful Trade, or other 
1 Trade than fpecified in the faid Contra#, dired-
* ly or indiredly, under any Pretence whatfoever 1 
which Words feem calculated to prohibit all o- 
ther Trade with the Spaniardt in the Indies, and 
arc an effcdual Bar to the Settlement and Com­
merce of the South Sea Company into the South Seat, 
from a Trade, whence, as by the recited Preamble, 
fuch wonderful Advantages were to accrue to the 
Kingdom. Thus you fee this expeSed advantageous

' Trade that was to have vended the Manufadure of 
, this Kingdom, and found Employment for the 

Poor, is entirely given up, and loft to Great Bri­
tain\ and as the Duties laid by the Treaty of Com­
merce on our Goods and Merchandize fas agreed by 
all Merchants) will ruin the Trade might have' 
been expeded to the Kingdom of Old Spain, fe it 
is to be prefumed, that the number of French Ships 
Trading to the South Seat, will not only occafion 
the Cafe of the South Sea Company (Ihould they 
fend Goods to New Spain, as by the 4*d Article 
they have Liberty,) to be much worfc than 1 have, 
reprefented it ; but alfo, together with the French 
Guard Ships, prevent and wholly put an end to the

C i Trade
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Trade with the Spaniard/ from Jamaica, which 
has brought from zooooo /. to ifoooo /. yearly in­
to this Kingdom, as I have before obferved.

The prêtent Condition and Circum(lance of our 
Trade formerly enjoyed to Old and New 'pain, de- 
ferves ferioufly to be attended to, and confidered by 
eaery Man that is a Well-wither and Lover of his 
Country ; and was every Man to make Enquiry 
thereinto, he would find the Advantages formerly 
enjoyed by England, in having the Trade to there 
Kingdoms chiefly to it felf, to he ( as I have taken 
Notice to you ) moftly enjoy’d by the French, and if 
fuffer’d to go on thus, they will enerofs it wholly 
to thcmfelves, and foon become Matters of the Pro- 
dud and Trade of America, and confequcntly ot 
that of the greateft part of Europe,

This mutt be the Cafe, and hardly remediable as 
things are with us, or fince Spa n and the Indies 
have been left in the Poflcflion of one of the Houle 
of Bourbon \ and a Trade ever valuable to Great 
Britain is ruined, bv being thrown fand other of 
her Majefty’s Subjeds depriv’d of enjoying it) into 
the Hands of a Company, who, not to mention 
the Parties and Divifi ns among them ever defini­
tive to Trade, tho* fo long ereded, and fo long 
an sjfiento Contrad given them, have not fent a 
Wee of Britijb Marufadurc, or a Negro, either 
utto the South Seat, or any other part of the Spa- 
nijh Weft Indict.

I am, SI R, yours, SCc.

S IK,
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SIR, May io. 1714.

HAving received yours, wherein you defire me 
to give you the State of the Hand of Ja­

maica, with relpcét to the Soldiers there; and whe­
ther thcic be any occafion for them now in time of 
Peace, by re^fon it will be very foon confi ler'd in 
your Houle y in compliance with your Commands, 
I ihall do it as far as l am capable.

Since by my former Letters you arc well inform’d 
of the^on'equences and Advantages of that Ifland 
go Gnat Britain, therefore on this Subie® 1 need 
only fay, th it th< fe Advantages (abftraai g them 
from other ConfulerationeJ do in a great mcafiirc de­
pend on the Security of that I fland $ the Merchants 
trading thither, and the Faâors going to, and ret 
tiding in it 1 and that this Security the Soldiers have 
been to the Ifland, and arc flill needf ry for the 
Prtfervation of it ; and in cafe they (hould be re­
call’d. would (in that particular only,) very much 
endanger th. Trade and Safety of the ifland.

For the Negroes on the Ifland being upwards of 
80000, and the white People not above 1000, may 
at any time rife and deflroy the white People; to 
prevent which, as well as fecure themlelves from 
an Enemy in time of War, or Pyrates in time of 
Peace, there are confiant Guards kept in fhcFops, 
and fcveral parts of the Ifland, which btfbre'the 
Soldier» came thither were ferv’d by the Inhabi­
tants. but was a very great Toil and Fatigue »o 
them, occafion’d the Death of many while People, 
efpecially newly come to the Ifland ; and was con- 
feqoently very prejudicial to the Trade and Bufinefs 
of it. Not to mention that fuch Guards were nor, 
nor could be fo well ferv’d by the Militia, as by 
Regular Forces, efpecially in thofc Forts where 
there were any number of great Guns, c.

C } This
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This Danger from the Negroes, and the Ne- 

ccfluy there was for having white People in Num­
bers, the firft Settlers or Inhabitants in 167Z, were 
fo fenfible of, that there was a Law made, to 
oblige every Mailer of Negroes to kc;p a white 
Man to the firft five, and one to every ten after­
wards, altho* at that time the white People in the 
I (land were fix to one, or more, than what they 
are at prefent > and the Negroes not above one 
third to what they are now and the I (land had no 
fuch formidable Neighbour, as 1 have before Ihewn 
the French on Hifpaniola now are.

The Ifland having extremely decreafed in People 
fince the great Earthquake, the Inhabitants, upon 
the Appréhendons of the former War, humbly de­
fied his late Ma jelly, *ff>r the Security of the Ifland, 
to fend a number of Soldiers thither, which was 
accordingly granted, and have been in part conti­
nued there by her prefent Majefly.

In Confideration of the Service and Security the 
Soldiers were to the Ifland, both from Enemies 
without, and the Negroes within, and the diffe- 

<■ rence of their living there, and in Great Britain or 
Ireland they have been allow'd an additional Subfi- 
llence of 5 /. a W eek for a private Soldier, and 101. 
a Week to an Officer, over and above their Pay on 
the Eftablilhmcnt of Oreat-Britahr, which additio­
nal Subfiftance has been rais’d by a Law, obliging 
every,Ml after of Negroes to pay a certain Rate for 
every white Man he had nor,in proportion to a certain 
number of Negroes, according (o, or upon the Model 

-.of the Law made in 1671, which is not repeal'd, but 
has been difpens'd with, during the continuance of 
the Law for an additional Subfiftance of the Soldiery 

Aa this Law varies from the other in the Exc> 
cution, fo the proportion which was a white Man 
to 10, or to pay a Deficiency for every to Negroes, 
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was foon rais'd for every thirty, and thus in a great 
meafure became the Decreafc of white Men.

1 (hall not trouble yoo with the unaccountable 
and molt etxraordinary Proceedings of the Afl’embly 
of Jamaica, you having great part of them bef ore 
you, further than taking notice, that not^ithftand- 
ing the F*âs aforefaid, the Majority (being a&u- 
ated by Paflion and Prejudice) did, without any 
regard to the lntercft of the lfland, refufe and de­
clare againft allowing the Soldiers fuch additional 
Subfiltcnce, any longer than the full of this Month ; 
and are endeavouring by their Agents or Friends 
here (tho’ no Addrcfs of Thanksfor them, or Repre- 
fentation of their being a Charge to the Iflmd, nor 
anyRequeil be made by the Country to theQueenj 
to get them recall’d: Altho* the Soldiers, wh ch 
have been at times 700, are now reduced to ;001 
therefore arc not h.df the Charge to the lfland as 
formerly; And as by the Peace the Produ e of 
the Plantations comes fafely to Marker, fo by be­
ing brought cheaper to it, and felling at a greater 
Price, the Country is much better able to a low 
them an additional Subfiltcnce than formerly: And 
in cafe the Soldiers fiiould be recall d, considering 
the prefent Circumftances of the lfland, ’tis to be 
fear'd the lfland would be in Danger, not only 
from an Invader, but even from the Negroes with­
in; and the Merchants wilf be difeourag’d from 
fenîîhg their Effects thither, and the Factors and 
Men of Bufincfs from going to, or refiding in the 
Kland, whereby the Trade will be in a great mea­
fure loft, even on this account only.

•After what 1 hare faid to you on this Head, I 
fliall now, Sir, delFe you to conlider the follow­
ing Extraits out of my Lord Arch. Hamilton, Go­
vernor of Jamaica'ty Letters to the Lords of Trade 

C 4 and
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and Plantations, by which you will fee hii Lord­
ship’s Senfe on this matter.

. Iu a Letter dated the 10th of Oâober, his Lord- 
fliip writes, ‘ That the Negroes had lately cut it»
‘ pieces two white Men in open Day, and he can-
* nor but from this Confideration propofe the Nc-
* ceflity of continuing fome Regular Forces, atleaft
* for fome time after the Peace, or Until the Iflind
* can reap the Benefit of it by an addition of white
* Men there, or otherwife the Ifland may be liable
* to fome unlucky Difafter by an Infurrcainn.

And in the f.iid Letter his Lordlhip further adds,
* That from what he fays, he believes that Board
* will be of Opinion, that they are n:>t altogether
* fit to be left by themfelves $ and that at lead $oq 
‘ Men, which might be independent Companies, 
‘ and of much Ids Charge to her Majefty, would 
‘ be ncccflary in time of Peace toGarriton the Forts,
* and keep other Guards, to which he attributes
* much of the Quiet this Ifland has hitherto cn-
? j°y’d-

And in another Letter of the ^.yth of ORober, 
fays further, 1 That if any thing like what he had 
f the Honour to write to their LorJfhips, fhould be
* rcfolv’d on, he is pcifwaded the Cduntry will
* cheerfully go into it,notwithftanding the factious
* Endeavours of a few, who have never been fatis- 
f fied with any Government.

Having, Sir, in this manner given you the State 
6f the Ifland in relation to the Soldiers, and con­
firm’d what I have faid, by my Lord Hamilton's 
Letters to the Board of Trade, I do not in the 
leaft queftion, but that from the ufual Pru­
dence and Concern for your Country, and what­
ever depends on it, fo vifiblc in all your Alli­
ons, you will employ that Intereft your diftin- 
guilhing Qualification! have gain’d in your

Honou-

\
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Honourable Houfe, for obtaining the Continuance 
ol the Forces at Jamaica-, and that they may not be 
recall d, at lead until the A flt mbly of that Ifla d Ihall 
have midc a L.ew for inviting and encouraging ofnave tn iuc a L.aw tor inviting and encouraging of 
w ite People to come and refide in it, and tor ob* 
ligmg the Plantcis to keep a white Man for every 
ten Negroes, or pay a certain Sum weekly defici* 
ency » and the Execution of that Law be in the 
Government, and not in the Planters, as that made 
in the Year 1671 was, 'which rendred it of little or 
po eflvâ, each Man ('paring his Neighbour for his 
own (ake.

Submitting thefe things to your Confideration,

/ am, SIR,yourt, &c.

May xy, 1714.SIR,

I Have perufed the Book you fent me, Entitled, 
Some Obfervatiom fheving the Danger of lofing the 

fradt of the Sugar Colomtf, written, as 1 take it, by 
the lame Perlpn, that wrote Theprefent State of the 
Sugar Plantations, Dedicated to the Loi d Treafurer 1 
which Book concludes thus remarkably 1 * 1 * * 4 it was 
‘ the Extraordinary Genius, and diligent Applica-
1 tion of the great Minifter Qolbtrt to Trade and
• Navigition, that advanc’d the Grandeur of the
4 French Nation, together with his excellent Re» 
f gulation of the Finances, more than all the Un»
4 dertakings of the preceding Minifters of that 
} Prince ; and yet the French were a People very 
4 little difpofed to Trade, ihcreforc the Britifh Sub- 
4 jcéts, who have exceeded all other Nations in 
4 their Capacity towards Settlements Abroad, can- 
4 not fail of making greater Progrefs in Trade and 
! Navigation, and more efpecially feeing her Ma-

jelly
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« jelly has at prefent a Miniftry who are remarks-
* blc for their Learning, Experience and great Sa- 
« gacity in Publick Affairs; and that fuch a Foun- 
« dation has been already laid for enlarging the
* Trade and Navigation of this Kingdom, as will, 
‘ in fpite of all Malice, Ihew the Superior Genius
* of the Principal Founder thereof. As I am in­
formed what are this Gentleman’s Principles as to 
Government, and his Declarations of the Manage­
ment of the prefent M-------y, 1 am to look upon
him as ferious in what I have juft mentioned, and 
therefore Ihould be very glad he would but particu­
larize wherein the prelent M-------y, fo remarka­
ble, as he fays, for their Learning, Experience, and 
great Sagacity in Publick Jffdirt, have laid fuch a 
Foundation for enlarging the Trade and Naviga­
tion of this Kingdom. - '

’Tis plain it can’t be by erefting a South Sea 
Company for Trading to- the South Seas, that 
being at an end by accepting of the JJfiente’i Con- 
trad, or a Forfeiture ok whatever they may 
have in Spain, Ihould they fo Trade; and, a*, 
without the Acceptance of the faid Contraft, 
they could not have been precluded by the Treaty 
of Spain, except confirmed by Aft of Parliament, 
frem Trading into the South Seat : So by the Aft 
whereby the South Sea Company is ertfted, other 
her Majcfty’s Subjcfts are precluded, which de- 
ferves to be duly confidered, fince the French fo 
freely and amply enjoy and carry on a Trade thither.

It can’t be by obtaining the Jffiento Contraft for 
the fupplying the $faniardtw\i\\ Negroes, or fending 
yearly a Ship of 500 'I uns to Toreobello with Goods 
to be Sold only at the time of the Fair; fince, not 
to repent that the South Sea Company as JJJHentifts 
will be Lofers by the faid Contraft, and Trading 
do the foot thereof, there will not thereby be any

new,
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1
l



I

1>7 ]
mvp, or greater fupply of JÆbhÿ brought into this 
Kingdom, than before from the Trace carried on 
from Jamaica, which this Cantraét, or Trading 
on the foot of it, not only puts an end to, but 
alfo to that from Cadiz, Port St. Mary's, &c. to the 
Indies t and be tides, not only greatly depopulates, 
and takes from Jamaica the belt Strength and Se­
curity of it, its Seafaring Men, but pievcnts the 
further Encreafe in the Settlement of the Hlind, 
which is capable of producing three times what 
it does at prefent, as 1 prcTumc is fully made appear 
in my former Letters. (

It can’t be by leaving out in the Articlesof Peace 
concluded at Utrecht, the feventh Article of the 
Preliminary Treaty of Gertrudcr.berg, »/«,. That far­
ticular ly, and ejfeci ally, France JLall never become 
foffeffed of the Spanifh Weft Indies, nor fend Shift 
thither to exercife Commerce under any Pretence rvbat- 
foever. Had this Article been in the Treaty at 
Utrecht, there would havp waptedno Ajfiento Coo- 
traft, or other Arti^lflpr Trade with Sfain, being 
hereby the Trade td the Indies muft inevitably 
have fallen moftly to Great Britain.

It can’t be by having (JjçPofleflion of Newfound­
land, fince the French have procur’d a Ccffion to 
be made them of the I (land of Cape Breton, and 
feveral Iflands in the Gulpb of St. Florence, and have 
further obtained Liberty of curing and drying their 
Fi/h, fetting up Stages, and reforiing to ourlfluid 
of Newfoundland during all ihe-time it is of any ufc 
to refort thither, that is, diinng the Fifhing Sea- 
fon, whereby they do not only now fupply them- - 
felves with the Fifh they formerly had from us, but 
furnilh many parts of. Sfain and Italy therewith, 
and Rival us thtre to our prodigious Lofs.

It can’t be by making a Treaty of Commerce 
with France, that having been rejeéted, or notv

made



Z

/

[ 28]
made eflréhial by tbe laft Parliament, detrimen­
tal to tbe Trade and Manufatlure of tbtt Kingdom * 
and that this Treaty would be fo, was it not con­
firmed by Parli .ment, will appear to any impartial 
unprejucfic’d Perfon that fhall read a Paper, Enti­
tled, Tbe Briiiih Merchant, or Commerce preferv'd, 
in anfwer to the Mercator, nr Commerce retriev'd, 
and, not to mention the many good Pamphlets on 
this Su'ied", that Entitled tbe vindication if the lafl 
Houfe of {ommons in rejecting the Bill for cnnfii ming 
the itb and 9th Articles of tbe Treaty of Navigation 
and Commerce between En land and Fiance.

It can’t be by the Tieaty of Commerce with 
Spain, fince that Treaty puts the Trade of Great 
Britain to Spain under greater Difadvantages than 
ever before. For it takes from the Faétors, or Fnghjh 
Merchants living there, their Ancient Privilcdgc 
of a Judge Confervatnr, and Security for Trading; ; 
and as all our Merchants that have liv’d in, and 
been Traders to Spam tsnaeÿpoufly agree mud ruin, 
or put an end to any Trade rhat might (as ’tis Peacej 
have been ex.cfted to that Kingdom; but this, and 
greater Confequenccs attending Great Britain were 
timely forefeen, and taken Notice of fas is evident 
by the Letter to a Member ef the 09ober ClubJ 
(hould Spain and the Indies be given to, or left in 
the Pi ff.flion of any of the Houfe of Bourbon.

It can’t be by any thing that appears in either of 
the Treaties of Peace with France or Spain, to be 
done, or articled to prevent the growing Power of 
the French in America ; ’ is true they have yielded 
up that part of St. Cbri/lopber’tiAen from them the 
firft Ycai of the late War, and why not to the Spa­
niards fas was intended by the late Minirtry) the 
fhart they are in Pofll fllon of 01 Hifpaniola,whith not 
only will endanger Jamaica, but when compleatly 
fettled, the whole Sugar Trade of this Kingdom.

Tbe

f
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TbeConfequences of which, in the Words of Colonel 
Clelaud, an Author already Quoted, muft bt attend­
ed with the lrfs of a confiderable Trade to thefe King­
doms, it may be computed one way or other near two 
Millions Sterling per Ann. which mufl bring Ruin to 
many thoufand Families in the Plantations, and maty 
more thousands in thefe Dominions.

It can’t be by having referved Port Mabone and 
Gibraltar in our Pofleflions > which Places, as they 
will be a confiant Yearly Charge to this Nation, 
fo the Confequences and Advantages arifing from 
them are only in Cafe of War with France, Spain, 
and other Rations, a very precarious Security to oqr 
Trade into the Levant and Mediterranean ; and furç- 
ly it will not be Paid, the Trade of Great Britain, 
and particularly of London, is fccorcd fas in Cafe of 
a War with France it was believed it would) by 
having the Harbour of Dunkirk demolifhed, fincc 
the Grand MotïüTcïtVs building an Harbour at Mar- 
dyke, to ferve in thexme Head as Dunkirk did be­
fore.

Upon reading the'Pdragraph I have given you 
out of Colonel Qeland'VBook, thefe feveral Particu­
lars occurred to me | and therefore I am at a Lofs
wherein a Foundation is laid by the prefent M-----y,
or their Founder, for enlarging the Trade and Na­
vigation of this Kingdom. 1 can fee nothing like 
it, by our late Treaties of Peace and'Commerce 
with France and Spain. Some People aver they are 
deftrudtivc of both ; Purely this Gentleman can’t 
mean, becaufe I am inform'd thc-M—^—y are 
generally agreed, that an exclujive Trade ft,Africa 
is mod for the Intercft of the Plantations^xthat 
fucb is the Foundation laid for enlarging of the Tra 
and Navigation of this Kingdom. In every Seflio 
for many Parliaments, it has been rcfolved that tl 
Trade to Africa ought to be free and open to ail

bet
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her Majefty's SubjeSls of Great Britain and tie 
Plantations \ but nothing is more clear than the dr- 
fign of thcfc two Pamphlets being to gain an ex- 
cmfive Trade to Africa for the Royal African Com­
pany. And as the Author’s Appréhendons are, that 
our Sugar Colonies will be ruined for want of an 
exclufive Trade, by which they may have a confiant 
Supply of Negroes at moderate rates s

Mine, if fuch an exclufive Trade fhould be grant­
ed, would arife partly from thence, but more efpe- 
dally from the growing Tower of the French in 
Americay and the Increafc of their Sugar Settle­
ments in thcfc I (lands, efpecially on the Ifland of 
Hifpaniola, an Ifland, by its Largenefs and the 
Goodnefs of its Soil, capable when its fully fettled 
fas it certainly will be in a few YearsJ of producing 
as much Sugar as all our Colonies, and a much 
greater quantity of Indigo, Ginger, Cotton, &c.

I ans, SIR, yoursy êcc.

SI Ry

IN my former having taken notice of the Dahp 
Igcrthe Trade and Navigation of Jamaica is in 
from its Neighbours, from its Situation, and the 

Lofs like to attend it from the Affiento Contra#, 
or the South Sea Company’s trading on the Foot 
thereof, and doing as the French do now, via. 
feizing our VclTels by Vertueof it, and fhown the 
Danger there is, upon a Rupture with France, of 
its failing into the Hands of the French \ now beg 
leave to give you an account what feme others fay 
thceupon.

The Lord Arch. Hamilton, Governor of Ja­
maica, inVSpecch to the Aflembly fince the Peace,

tells
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tells them, The bruiting and encouraging Artificers 
and Trades-men, in which the Strength of a Colony 
fo much confefts, to come and fettle amongft them, did 
deferve their particular Confederation, efpecially at tbit 
time when the Power of their Neighbours on Hifpa- 
niola was already formidable, and ' like to encreafe. 
And the Lords of Trade, in a Letter to my Lord 
Bolinbroke, fay, That as to the Confequenco of recal- 
ling the Regiment, we take leave to reprefent, in Con­
currence with the Opinion of the governor, and of the 
Merchants and Planters here, that Jamaica being in 
a manner furrounded by Spanifh and French Settle­
ments, if no regular Forces there, it may be in Dan­
ger from the Attempt of an Enemy, in cafe of any 
Rupture hereafter.

And Col. Clehnd in his Book Entituled, Some 
Obfervations Jhewiüg the Danger of loftng the Trade 
of the Sugar Colonies, tells us, vis. * The French in
* their 1 (lands, efpecially in that great I (land of
* Hifpaniola, in which they have got a footing,
* are poflefs’d of large Countries, and great Tracts
* of fertile Land, which produce Provifions and
* molt other Ncceflarics and Conveniences for Life,
* and likewife Materials and Requifites for Manu-
* fa&uring Sugar and other the Produit of the
* I Hand, luch as Timber, Cattle, Horfes, &c.

* And on the other hand the Englifb Sugar Plan*
* rations are upon fmall 1 (lands, Barbadoes, which 
' is but twenty Miles in length, and about twelve
* Miles over in the broadeft part, being the larged
* of them all excepting Jamaica ; and even that 
1 1(1 and is not well Inhabited, has a great deal of 
1 Savanna Land, is very Mountainous, and in a
* War is very much expos’d ; fo that if the Wind- 
‘ ward I Hands (hould come to be deferted or loft, 
1 Jamaica could never be kept and improv’d fo as 
? to fupport the Sugar Trade of this Kingdom.

Thus
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Thus yon (to I am not lingular in my Apprchcn- 

fions of the Danger the Iflund Jamaica is in, from 
fjijpaniola, of fa.mtg (upon a Rupture with Frame) 
into the Hands of the French ; nor Can 1 be fo, as 
to our Sugar Colonies being min’d, or of little Ad­
vantage to Great-Britain, Ihould a Peace with 
France be lading, and that from the Encrcafc of 
the French Settlements on Hifpnsaola. This feems 
moft evidently to determine the Pate of our Sugar 
Trade, and not the Colonics want of being 
fupply'd on moderate Terms with Negroes, 
being nothing is more Notorious, than that the 
Plantations, fmee the Trade to Africa being laid 
epeu in \6S>Ji have been better fupply’d with Ne­
groes than before.

The Confrquences of the French growing Power 
in America, and the encieafe of their Settlements 
on Hifianiola, cfpccially the Danger thereof to 
Jamaica, and the Sugar Trade, was timely fore- 
feen and taken notice of; and as the King of France 
did become a Suitor to Great-Britain for Peace, 
and acknowledg'd he ow’d his Kingdom to thd 
Sufpenfions of the Britt (b Arms, ’tis prefum’d might 
haVe been prevented, had it been demanded and 
inGfted on at a proper time for the French to have 
reftor’d to the Spaniards the lhare they poflcfs’d of 
the I Hand of Htfpamo'.a.

Thus, Sir, 1 have given you, according to yeur rê­
verai Commands,my Thoughts,in this and my former 
Letters, of the Confequence and Advantage of the 
Mand of Jamaica to Great-Britam, as refffeâirig 
its Situation, its Produce, and the Trade from 
thence with the Spaniards : 1 have alfo told you 
what Sums of Mony have been formerly brought 
into this Kingdom thereby; and have likewife 
confider’d how fenfibly the Improvements or De­
cay of the lfland of Jamaica, and its advsnrage- 
tt.iiT________________________________  eus
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ous Trade would aflefl: Great-Britain, and ftiown 
the manifieft Difadvantages both lie at prefent un­
der (which are (till likely to encrcafe,) from feve* 
ral Confidcrations \ Firji, from the fmall Number 
of its Inhabitants, whereby it's liable to an Infur- 
reftion from within, and Invafions from without. 
Secondly, From the AJfmto't Contract, which en­
tirely prohibits and diftroys that Advantageous 
Trade from Jamaica to the Spanijlj We(l Indies, 
Altho*, as 1 prefume I have fully prov’d, fuch 
Trade on the foot of the Affiento Contract will be 
detrimental and a loft to tbe South-Sea Company \ 
and altho* did not the Treaty of Commerce entire­
ly ruin it, it would be extreamly préjudicié to the 
Advantageous Trade of this Kingdom, formerly to 
Old Spain, efpecially Cadiz, Port St. Maries, &c.

Thirdly, From the liberty now enjoy’d by the 
French of Trading to the Spanijh Wefl-tndies, which 
they never did before one of the Houfc of Bourbon 
came into the Poflcflion of the Throne of Spain, 
which they are engroffing to thcmfclves, taking 
and^feizing our Vcflels, that they prefume are 
Trflingi this is (till confirm’d every Day by very 
melancholy Letters from Jamaica, as particularly 
in the Daily Çeurant of the yth Inftant, in which 
you will find this following Paragraph.

‘ Jamaica, March 10. We have in ajnanncr loft
* all our Trade with the Spaniards -, hardly a good
* Voyage has been made hence to the Coaft tincc
* you left us, and the Spanijh Ports arc too well
* guarded at prefent, they having now four Ships
* of War, one Whereof is the Hampton-Ceurt, 
‘ which are ftationed at Cartagena, Portobello, the
* Havana, and la Vera Crut : Thornton (who Com-
* manded a Jamaica Sloop whofc Cargo coft
* above 10900/. and had neither Traded nor broke

D < Bulk
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‘ Bulk when taken) wu lately made Prize by tbc
* Hampton-Court, and his Veflcl condemn'd at Gsr-
* tagen t ; and I was inform’d by him fince his -e- 
‘ turn hither, that the French have now in the
* Snutb-Seas near upon 30 Sail of Ships ; fo that
* you may guefs what a condition we are like to be 
‘ in here as to our Trade.’

Lajily, From the growing Power of the French 
in America, particularly on Hifianiola, which by 

~ its Extent and Fertility, the Number and Induftry 
of its Inhabitants, I have (hewn to be a dangerous 
Neighbour to Jamaica, and confequently fo to 
our Sugar Colonics, and the Trade and Navigation 
of Great-Britain,

Upon thefe two Accounts, Firft, That it is fo 
to the Hland of Jamaica in cafe of a Rupture with 
France, by reafon of its great Superiority in People, 
whereby Jamaica, being but thinly Inhabited, 
will be vti-y liable to, and in great danger of an 
Invafion from thence, and of falling into tic Hands 
of the Drench.

Secondly, That as by the French King’s Order 
(which 1 omitted before) for the better fettling and 
peopling his Colonics in America, Every Ship or 
Veffel is oblig’d, vrben requir'd, to carry a certain 
number of People thither Freigbt-frée. So even in 
time of Peace by the number of their Inhabitants 
always encreafing, by the faid Order, and the Fer­
tility of the Country in producing all Materials and 
Requifites for the enlarging and improving of their 
Sugar Works, and the vaft extent of Hifpaniola, 
they will not only make much greater quantities 
of Sugar, than we can in our Plantations, but at 
a cheaper Price, by being better furnifh’d with 
mod Materials for the doing thereof within them- 
felvcs -, whereas our Iflands, at leaft fomc of them, 

____•** are
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ire oblig’d to be fupply'd from other her Mujefty’s 
Dominions with thofc Materials and Requeues, at 
a greater Expence, and therefore our Product mud 
neceflarily be made up at a much dearer Rate 
than thein, whereby the Confcquencc will be, 
that the French will in a little time beat us out of 
that mod valuable Article to the Kingdom, the 
Sugar Trade. And all this is fo evident, that other 
Perfons, with different Viens to my fclf, induced by 
the apparent Tendency of thefc things, could not 
help making the like Remarks, altho* they would 
infinuate them to proceed from other Caufes roeer- 
ly chimerical. _

If in the courfe of my fcveral Letters 1 may feem 
in fomc parts of them, to have digrefs’d from my 
fird Subjeft, or exprefs’d my fclf in too warm or 
free a manner, I hope, Sir, my good Intentions 
therein are fo viCbly defign'd, either to point out 
our real Advantages, or expofe thofc artful Me­
thod/, made ufe of to darken our true lntered, 
and thereby advance the Trade and Power of other 
Nations, that your Candor and finccrc Love of, 
and Knowledge in the lntered of your Country, 
will pardon any fuch Exprcffions from one not ftu- 
dious of fpeaking or writing agreeably, but with 
Sincerity, which engages me on all occafions to 
profefs my fclf,

SIR,

June iz, 1714, Tours, See.

D 1 SIR,
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I Have yours, wherein you acquaint me what was 
ft id in your Houfe by two Gentlemen in the 

Comniffion of Trade, &c. As to the firft, ‘ That 
‘ the South Sta Company have bought 5 or 600000/. 
* in Goods and Merchandize, and arc fending them 
4 forthwith to Nev>‘Sp*in and in Nine Months 
‘ will have upwards of a Million in return as Pro- 
‘ duce thereof :

In Anfotr, ' I have been allured by fome Di­
rectors of that Company, that the Goods bought 
by them arc not to the value of 300000/ and great 
part of them not the Manufacture of Great*Bri- 
tain\ But admitting there be bought to the value 
the Gentleman aVedged in your Houfe, I want to 
have it explain’d by him, how a Return {hall come 
to Great-Britain in luch time as upward of a Mil­
lion

You know that the South St* Company Ship'd 
Goods, tfre. on two of the Queen’s Ships above 
eighteen Months ago, which,Ships arc (till in the 
River : And as it is very uncertain when they yvill 
Sail,fo*tisftipulated in theContratt, ‘That 
* the Company fhall not fell the Goods and Mer- 
‘ chandizcs, but only at the time of the Fair* and 
« if arrive before the Flora's and Galleons, the 
1 Faftors of the Company {hall be obliged to land 
‘ the Goods and Merchandizes, and put them into 
* Warchoufes that fhall be locked with two Keys, 
‘ One of which to remain with the Royal Officers, 
4 and the other with the FaCtors of the Company, 
‘ to the end the faid Goods and Merchandizes may 
‘ be (bid, during the continuance of the Fair only.

' Now

/
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Now, Sir, confidcring that a Fair is generally 

but once in three Years, and lometimes longer, toge­
ther with the Climate the Goods are fent to, and the 
Uncertainty of felling them the time the Fair laits, 
I humbly conceive you will be of Opinion with me, 
that the South Sea Company will never have their 
firftCoft in return for the Goods and Merchandizes 
they (hall fend to the Sfawjb Weft Indies.

This will infallibly be their Cafe, cfpcciallv as 
they can fell hut only during the time oftheFajr, 
and the French carry on and enjoy fo confidence 
a Trade into the South Seat dirc&ly.

As to the other, ‘ That the Spaniards mud take
* 4800 Negroes, and the Company may carry 10000
* cr more yearly, and can’t fail of felling them at
* 40 /. a head.

I anfwer, Tho’ it may be allowed the Spaniards 
will ever want fomc Negroes, yet they arc not ob­
liged by the AJJiento Contrail to take from the 
South Sea Company, or Affientifts, 4800 yearly ; 
but the Company, or Affientifts, arc obliged to pay 
the Duties of Pieces of Eight for 4000 Negroes 
yearly at Madrid, commencing from the zfth of 
March 1711-13, befidcs advancing King Philip 
100000 Pieces of Eight, and his (hare for carry­
ing on a Trade, which there is no other way pro­
vided to be repaid, than out of the Profits arifing 
thereby.

'Tis very true, as faid by this Gentleman, that 
the South Sea Company may carry i-x>oo Negroes, 
or more, yearly to the Spanijh Weft Indies 1 but far 
from certain, the Spaniards will take them off at 
4c/. ahead; nay, it is not certain they will the 
number of 4000, which the Company are obliged, 
by Acceptance of the Affiento Contrail, to pay Du­
ties yearly for at Madrid.

1
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I will prefume to fiy, that fhould the Company 

not exceed fending 4800 Negroes yearly, they will 
not fell at 40 /. a Head : The Duties aedu&ed re­
duces it under 31/. and fhould they fend the Num­
ber of 10000 yearly, it would be very extraordi­
nary if they fold them for the Duties and Charge of 
Tranfportation from Africa.

Our Traders who have had no Duties to pay, 
have not for many Years fold their Negroes among 
the Spaniards for above no to 140 Pieces of Eight, 
or 30 to 35 / a Head, tho* only Men and Wottren, 
and two Men to a Woman: Generally a Cargo fo 
there were Boys and Girls amongft them, have 
not come out more than 110 Pieces of Eight, or 
17 /• 10 s. spanijb Mony.

If I am not mifinformed, the Company have a-

Î>rced to give 10/. a head Sterling, fo many Men 
o many, and fo many Boys and Girls in liich a 

number. On the Coaft of Africa the Freight from 
thence 6 l. 10 /. and 7 l. and the Duties above 8 l. 
after mention of thefe Articles, there is no occafion 
to (hew it mult be a lofing Trade, by obferving the 
Number of Negroes may be allowed to die from 
the drift: are taken aboard on the Coaft of Africa, 
to the time arrive at New Spain, and from after 
their Arrival there, and the 1 f Days the Company 
are obliged to pay Duties for them, ‘till they are 
or may be Sold.

I could wifh Gentlemen who arc carried away 
with a Notion of Advantages accruing to this 
Kingdom by the AJJiento Contrat, and the South 
Sta Company’s intended Trade on the foot thereof, 
would but read the Affiento Contraô it fclf, and ac­
quaint themfelves with the Nature of this Trade, 
and then they will perceive that Trading on the 
foot of this Contraft would be a lofing Trade to

the
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the Company, end an uncertain and precariouj one 
to this Kingdom; and moreover, that, the Trade 
carried on from Jamaica, not to mention that for­
merly from Cadiz, &c. to the Spanijh Weft Indies, 
has been more for the Advantage of Great Britain 
than this Trade can be, which is pretended to be 
carried on by the South Sea Company.

1 am much obliged to you for acquainting me 
what the Amount of the South Sea Stock appeared 
to the Houfc, and am pleafed not only that it is 
not fo much by fomc hundred Thousands as In- 
tcreft has been hitherto provided for by Parlia­
ment, but that by means thereof, and of the In- 
tereft of the Nations Stock in the South Sea Com­
pany (which the Company have till lately retained 
in their Hands) you have fo much lefs Mony to 
provide this Seffion for Intereft of a Debt has been 
given out, and greedily fwallowed by fomc Peo­
ple, to have been paid without any Charge to the 
Kingdom.

I am not furprifed that fuch a Sum of Mony 
of the Government’s fhould be permitted to lie in 
the Hands of the South Sea Company, when 1 re- 
fleft without it they could not have bought Goods, 
and pray what would then fomc Men have had to 
fay at their late E left ions ; but the having fuch 
Mony permitted to remain in their Hands, has 
brought the Company into a Secret, the Goods, 
&e. being in great part damaged and fpolled by 
lying fo long already aboard, and the Nation has 
been put thereby to the Expence of upwards 
iooooo /. in providing and keeping in pay the Men 
of War appointed for their Service. 1 hope what 
I have faid will fatisfic thofc Gentlemen, for 
whofe ufe you require me to write this Letter, 
that there is no poflibility of a Million of Mony

D 4 being
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ASSIENTO. The Assiento Contract Consider’d. As also, the Advantages 
and Decay of the Trade of Jamaica and the Plantations, with the 
causes and consequences thereof. In several letters to a Member of 
Parliament. 8vo., four pagination numbers cut away, and several comers 
ink-stained; sewed . . , 1714

By the Assiento Contract, concluded with Spain in 1713, Great Britain obtained 
among other privileges the right of annually sending a ship of 500 tons, with 
merchandise of all kinds, to the Spanish Colonies. This seriously alfected the 
trade of the British merchants in Jamaica, and resulted in the appearance of a 
number of pamphlets.
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being brought into the Kingdom by the South Sea 
Company in nine Months, or that the number of 
Negroes will be taken off by the Spaniards, as has 
been fuggefted by the honourable Gentlemen you 
mention.

I am, &c.

TOSTSCRITT.

SOME Mention being made in the foregoing 
Letters, that the Danger of lofing our Sugar 

Trade cannot proceed from the want of the Plan­
tations being fupplied with a number of Negroes 
at moderate Prices, 'tis neccflary to obfcrve,for the 
Confirmation thereof :

That the Difputc between the Rnyat\African 
Company and Separate Traders to ^f/r/V»,\having 
been referred fomc time fincc to theConfidcuation y 
of the Lord’s Commiffioners of Trade, &e. their 
Lordfhips after long and mature Examination, de­
termined the lffue of their Report on the Encrcafc 
of the Trade, fince its being laid open, compared 
with the Company’s Account thereof when they 
were exclufivc -, whereby it appeared,

That the African Company under an Exclufivc 
Trade in time of Peace between 1680 and 1688, 
employ’d 2fp Ships, being 18 Ships per Ann.

And delivered into the Plantations 46396 Ne­
groes, being flff per Ann.

Which being compared with the Accounts fent 
to the Lords Commiffioners of Trade from the re- 
fpcétive Governors of Jamaica, Barbadoes and An.
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tego, of the Imports of Negroes into thofe I (lands 
fince the Trade was laid open.

It appeared, that the Negroes imported into 
thofe Iflands only amounted to 41000 for three 
Years of Peace, between 1700 to 1701, fo that 
there were near as many Negroes delivered into 
thofe three Colonics only in three Years of Peace 
under an open Trade, as there were in nine Years of 
Peace by the Company into all the Plantations 
when exclufivc.

To which the number of Ships, and Exports of 
Goods bore an equal Proportion : So that the lay* 
ing open this Trade was at lead }00000 l. per Ann. 
benefit to the. Nation.

But which is a Dcmonftration of this Fadt is, 
that there arc now employed 100 and odd Ships 
capable of carrying 15000 Negroes a Year into the 
Plantations belonging to the Separate Traders ; 
whereby it appears, tnat the Trade is now, even at 
the end of a long War, near four or five times 
more encreafcd than when 'twas cxclufive in time 
of Peace.

Since the laying open the African Trade, the 
, Export of the Manufacture of courfc PerpeSs to 

that Coaft hath been incrcafed from 3900 per Arm. 
to 7000e Pieces per Ann.

The African Company who have been feven Years 
folliciting the Parliament for an Exclufivc Trade, 
own very ingenioufly they would Export buta fmall 
Quantity in comparifon of what is Exported now, 
becaufc (fay they; we will make the Natives give 
as much for half the Quantity as the whole.

But then what mud become of half the Gentle­
men’s Wool, and the Poor Manufacturers of all 
forts.

The
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 The Queftion in this particular fbefides the Na­

tives going to buy of other Nations,! is only whe­
ther 'ris beft for the Woollen Manufacture, that 
3 poo Perpeds be Sold at two Ackyi or Crowns 
each Piece, as was by the Exclufive Company in 
id8<$, or that 70000 Pieces of Perpcéb a Year be 
Sold in an open Trade, as ’tis now, at 6 Ackyi or 
Crowns each Piece; the one amounting to 9750 
per Ann. the other to 105000jeer Ann. by the diffe­
rence whereof the Nation gains 95000per jinn.

And whereas it has been faid in Print, and o- 
therwife, that the Separate Traders have not paid 
the African Company above one per Cent, on the 
Goods they have Exported to Africa ^ ’tis alfo ne- 
ceflary to obferve,

That the Duties of 1 o per Cent, received by the 
African Company of the Separate Traders has a- 
mounted to 900001. and therefore if the Separate 
Traders have paid but 1 per Cent, on their Exports 
to Africat they muft have Exported thither during 
the time (or 1$ Years; the Duty of 10 per Cent. 
was payable, to the Value of nine Millions of Mony 
Sterling.

This deferres Confident ion, as that there are now 
more Ships in the Trade from London and the Out- 
ports than ever 1 and that when the choice Ne­
groes fold for 14/. to 18/. a head, Sugar did not 
fell in the Plantations for half the Price it has done 
for many Years paft, orfince the Trade to Africa has 
been laid open to all her Mujefty’s Subjeds.

The African Company’s Settlements, as others, 
are on a fmall part of the Coart, and the Trade in 
general no ways dependant upon them ; fo that the 
Turkey Company have the fame reafon to claim the 
Property of all the Lands of the Grand Signior, 
bccaufc they have Fadory Hcufes in Turkey, as the

African
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African Company have to thofc of the Princes in 
Africa, to wnom they pay Rent for the Ground 
where their Faâoriea fund : If the Company had 
a Property to the foie Trade to Africa, why do 
all other Nations Trade to the fame Places, as 
well where their Fa&ories are, as where they arc 
not.

It being faid that Negroes coft upon the Coafl 
of Africa 101. to 14/. a Head, ’tis not be omitted, 
\hat the African Company have contraâed to de- 
lifer the South Sea Company at 10 A as that the Se­
parate Trade buy them much under 10/. on the 
Gold Coaft and fridab, and at other Parts of the 
Coaft from 501. to 4/. a head, which they are 
ready to fhew Vouchers for at all Times in a pro­
per Place.

’Tis prcfum’d the foregoing Obligations make 
it dcmonftrable, that the Lofs of our Sugar Trade 
cannot proceed from the want of the Plantations 
being duly fupplied with Negroes; but entirely the 
Caules already aflign’d, vit., the Encreafe of the 
French Settlemenu, and Power in the lfland in A- 
merica, efpccially on Hi/paniola.

k
JUS,T as the Proofs of the laft Letters were 

brought me, I had put into my Hands t he Mer­
cators Jot fome Days pad, which I but curfo- 

rily looked over, and fhould have been extremely 
furprifcd to find the Author in fo Publick a man­
ner Ihcwing himfelf an Advocate for Spain, had 
not he been fo for France: None but an Hireling 
for France would fo fcandaloufly have abufed, not 
only her Mairfty’s diftant Subjeâs, but the Inha­
bitants of a Country from whofe Labour and lndu-

ftry
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ftry fuch Richet have accrued, and been brought of 
late Years to this Kingdom.

None but this Wretch would have fet Pen to 
Paper iq the Service of his Matters for the Deft' u- 
diun of fych an lfland, and of a Trade from thence 
with the Spaniards that has been of in.initcly 
more Advantage to this Nation, than any Projeds 
of ereding a South Sea Company, and an ytffiento 
Contrad. w

.1 do not trouble my feB whet her the Letter 
reprinted from the Flying roft in Mercator 169, 
which he is fo Angry with, be Genuine or not, 
1 a (Turc him thofe herein before incerted from Ja­
maica arc fo, and ready to be produced in a pro­
per place, with many more to confirm them.

But bccaufc the Writer of that Letter hath faid, 
viz 4 to what a low Ebb mutt Jamaica be brought 
4 jf her Majefty don’t fpcedily give us leave to ufe 
4 Reprifals ; Inftçad of denying any of the Fads in 
the Letter, how arrogantly does the Mercator infult, 
although from the wording" of the Letters, this 
may feem upon firft view to W faid of the Spani­
ards, yet 1 believe *tis evident the Writer.of the 
faid Letter’s meaning was, that her Majefty would 
give them leave to make Reprifals on the French, 
who (iczcd Thornton mentioned in that Letter, as 
all Letters from Jamaica confirm, and particularly 
as by part of a Letter from thence, inferred in the 
Daily Courant the 7th Inftant appears, for therein 
*tis exprefly faid, • That Thornton was lately made 
4 Priic by the Hamfton-Court, one of the four 
4 French Men of War ftationed to interrupt our 
4 Trade from Jamaica.

The Mercator in No. 170. would have had his 
Readers believe the French have left off Trading 
with New Spain, or into the South Seas dircdly,

____________ j__________ - tat
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for fays he, ‘ I am not ignorant what thcfc Men 
« fuggcll, that the Spaniards admit the French to
* Trade with them now, at the fame time we arc 
‘ excluded ; but they beg this Queltion with a 
‘ Witnefs till they prove it, and till they can give
* us an Account of one French Ship arrived there 
« fince the Peace i what might be before the War
* was quite another Cafe, and not at all to the
* purpolc. * But that to fay the French now fend 
Ships and Trade to New Spain, is not begging 
the Queltion, appears by the following Paragraph 
of a Letter from Cadiz dated the ioth of June 1714, 
in the Daily Courant of this Day.

4 Here is a French Ship loading for the Spani/b 
4 Weft Indies, *cis kept a Secret where flic is bound, 
4 but fuppofed by her Cargo, which will be rich, 
4 for the Fera Crus: Another failed from hence a- 
4 bout three Weeks ago* thefc do not go as Spa~ 
4 niards but as what they arc, fo they are not fa* 
4 tisfied with driving the Trade from France, but 
4 do it likewife from hence, whilft ,theSpanijbMcr- 
4 chants are in a manner excluded by the feldom
* going of any of their Fleets : And befidcs from
the Extraâ of Letters from Jamaica already men­
tioned, which Letters, and many others from 
thence, together with feme late ones from France, 
of fcvcral Shivs being now fitting out at St. Malo't, 
&c. for the South Seas, are ready to be produced at 
all times in a proper Place. *

I will fo far agree with the Mercator, that our 
Trade from Jamaica with the Spaniards is aCollufive 
one, or contrary to the Laws,Cu(loms &c. of Spam, 
as well as that with us. All other Nations trading 
to our Colonies and Plantations, arc fczable ana 
liable to a Forfeiture: But I would defire him; as 
he has allowed this Trade to be a valuable one to

the
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/ht Kingdom, to make a diftinftion between our 
Traders being taken or.feikcd by the Spaniards, ac­
cording to their Laws, Cuftoms, &c. and by the 
French with their Ships of War as Prize, or by our 
Governments depriving the Subjefts of Creat-Bri- 
tain of that beneficial Trade, which from the Spa­
niard*, whom it chiefly concerns, we ftiould be 
in no Danger of.Ill uw t^awgvs vs* .

I have in part touched upon this in my third 
Letter, and refer my Reader thither, with putting 
thefc Queftions,

Whether any Stipulation in a Treaty, the Arti­
cle whereof not particularly confirmed by Aft of 
Parliament; can reftrain the Subjeft from jany 
Right or Liberty, which otherwife he might law­
fully claim or enjoy, or put him under any Penal­
ties or Incapacities which the Laws of his Country
have not done?

Whether 'tis the lntereft of Qreat-Britain, to 
deprive its Subjefts of thofc Advantages they have 
or might enjoy, in Complacence to the lntereft of 
any foreign Nation, by adding Force and Executi­
on to their Laws, Cuftoms, &c. agaihft our own 
People, which would probably otherwife be di- 
fpens’d with by, or prove ineffectual from that 
Nation whom it wholly concerns Î

The foregoing Refleftions, upon the firft read­
ing thefe Papers, immediately occurred to me, and 
I can truly fay, 1 heartily forgive the Mercator 
thofc familiar Names he bellows upon the Inha­
bitants of Jamaica, for the following Paragraphs 
in them.

* All Men know, that the Trade to Jamaica, 
* would be of very fmall Moment to England, in 
« comparifon to what it now is, if their clandeftine 
4 Trade with New Spain were taken away.

■the Kingdom, to make à diftinftion between our 
Traders being taken or .fenced by the Spaniards, ac­
cording to their Laws, Cuftoms, &c. and by the 
French with their Ships of War as Prize, or by our 
Governments depriving the Subjefts of Great-Bri­
tain of that beneficial Trade, which from the Spa­
niards, whom it chiefly concerns, we ftiould be 
in no Danger of.

I have in part touched upon this in my third 
Letter, and refer my Reader thither, with putting 
thefc Queftions,

Whether any Stipulation in a Treaty, the Arti­
cle whereof not particularly confirmed by Aft of 
Parliament; can reftrain the Subjeft from jany 
Right or Liberty, which otherwife he might law­
fully claim or enjoy, or put him under any Penal­
ties or Incapacities which the Laws of his Country 
have not done?

Whether 'tis the lntereft of Qreat-Britain, to 
deprive its Subjefts of thofc Advantages they have 
or might enjoy, in Complacence to the lntereft of 
any foreign Nation, by adding Force and Executi­
on to their Laws, Cuftoms, ($c. agaihft our own 
People, which would probably otherwife be di- 
fpens’d with by, or prove ineffcftual from that 
Nation whom it wholly concerns ?

The foregoing Refleftions, upon the firft read­
ing thefe Papers, immediately occurred to me, and 
I can truly fay, 1 heartily forgive the Mercator 
thofc familiar Names he bellows upon the Inha­
bitants of Jamaica, for the following Paragraphs 
in them.

4 All Men know, that the Trade to Jamaica, 
4 would be of very fmall Moment to England, in 
« comparifon to what it now «, if their clandeftine 
4 Trade with New Spain were taken away.
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« They own what is noted above, that take away 
their Clandeftine and Pyratical Trade, and the 
Ifland of Jamaica will be reduced to a very low 
Ebb, which is indeed very true, compared to 
that flourilhing Trade which they carry on now; 
for Jamaica, as a Plantation, altho* it be a very 
good Colony, yet is not able to carry on one 
twentieth part of the Trade which is now driven 
there. We know very well what arc the Pro­
ductions of that lûand, fuch as Cotton, Indico, 
Cocoa, Pimento, and the Quantity and Va­
lue we bring from thence is eafily known. But 
what is all this to the Gold and Silver which is 
return’d from thence to Britain, and particu­
lar!to the other of our Weft India or American 

| Colonies, who are all fupplied with their Cur­
rent Coin and Plate from this one Ifland ? And 
what numbers of People arc maintain'd at ja•

1 maica, more than as a meer Plantation, would 
ever find Bufinefs there, who arc "all employ’d in 

‘ the Trading with or Plundering and Robbing the 
1 Spaniards, even in the time of the profoundeft 
1 Peace? Have not fome Hundred thoufand Pounds 
4 in Value in our Woollen Manufactures, and other 
» Goods, been fent yearly from England to Ja- 
« maica, more than they could any way difpofc of,
* but for this Pyratical Peace-breaking Trade.

1 It may be well faid by the Writers of the 
4 Letter from Jamaica, that if their liberty of 
4 trading Clandeftinely is taken from them, their
* Trade will be reduced to a very low Ebb; for
* indeed fifteen Parts of twenty, nay fome (ay, nine-
* teen Parts of twenty, of all the Trade of Jamaica, 
4 is their clandeftine Trade with Spain, and fuch 
4 other Trades as depend thereon.

« Firft

I
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* Firftit is certain, that this fccrct Trade to Spain 

4 is the real and only Occafion of the great Gon- 
4 courte of People, that is, of Eur optant, to the
* Ifland of Jamaica : This by confequcnce, is the
* Occafion of luch an unufual Trade thith.'r for 
4 Provi fions, as well from England as Ireland, and 
4 all the Briti/b Colonics on the Continent of Amt- 
4 rica

4 Were the Commerce of Jamaica only luch as 
4 would depend upon thc-Plantation of the Colony 
4 only, the Number of Inhabitants cfpecially at the 
4 Sea-Ports of that Ifland woulJ be very few, com- 
4 pared to what now arc to be found there : It 
4 need not be enlarged upon, that a great part of
* the Commerce from Ireland, Maderas, Next En- 
4 gland, Nett Tort, Jerfey, Penfylvania, Virginia, 
4 and Carolina, to Jamaica, is for Provifionr, bc- 
4 fides the large Quantity which is carried from 
4 London and Brijlol. Were the Colony of Ja- 
4 mate a to maintain no People but its own Plan- 
4 ters, and a Proportion of Tradefmen to them, as 
4 other I (lands do, the demand of Provifions, 
4 cfpecially of Wine and Beer, Corn and Salted 
4 Firti, would be trifling, compared to what it 
4 now is.

t But the fitting out fuch Numbers of Ships, 
4 Sloops, &c. upon the private Trade, £fr. and 
4 the concourfc of Inhabitants, Merchants, Sea- 
4 men, &c. to that Hell upon Earth, that worfe 
4 than Sodom, the City or Port near the Point at
* Jamaica, drav^s fuch a Multitude of People thi- 
4 thcr, and demands fuch prodigious Quantities of 
4 Provifions of all fonts, but cipecially as above, 
4 that this Trade alone to Jamaica equals if not 
4 exceeds that of all our other I (lands put together 
4 even in their molt flourilhing State.

; From
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■ ,1PrBiii fltis paftj'ébhteweto the great Quantity
* of Bnglijh Woollen Manutafturcs which arc con- 

r * tintiajhi cairled toJitmaica, more perhaps than 
£>* are fent of that Kind to all the Colonies the Bri- 
n • tijh Nation peflefidt in America. Where do this

* People pretend they arc conlum’d ? Arc the Pco- 
"5 ‘ pie, the Inhabitants of Jamaica, able .«A con- 
^ « fume 4 or 500000/. a Year in Linen and \Vool-

* len Mai ufadures, or would the mcer Planters of 
‘ Jamaica do fo if there were no more People
* there than would be as a Plantation ?

‘ The Qucftion needs not to be offered, the Ja-
* maica Merchants know very well -what Trade 
' they fhip thofc Goods for, and that they arc not
* for thcConfumpiion of Jamaica, but for the Spa- 
‘ nijb Weft-Indies \ that they arc all for a Clandeftinc
* private Trade on the Coaft of Cartbagen*, St. Mar-
* tba, the Bay ef Honduras, 8*.

After what I tfjive quoted, I believe the great 
Advantages gained to ils ^ by dur Trade to Ja­
maica, is fo apparent, that could 1 have fecn it 
fooner, I might have fpared a great many other 
Arguments and Proofs t for you fee this Author 
has gone beyond me in almoft every Particular 
of it ; tho’ ("according to his CuftomJ he infers 
from thofc Advantages^ we receive, a greater N«- 
ceflity to deflroy it : But fince his Manner and 
Intcrcft in Writing is generally known, and has 
been evidently detigned for mif-reprefenting and 
ruining our Trade in all its Parts 1 *tis not extra­
ordinary to fee bio) wreft the molt contrary Con­
clu fions from thé clfearéft Aâ»; That he has done 

- fo here, I fhall not fay, but leave it to every Per- 
fbn to judge for himfclf, and only conclude wit! 
obferving, that what is advanc’d by one with il) 
Views, may fometimes ferve to fet the Truth in a

E fuller



fuller and clearer Light, and contrary to the Ieten- 
tcodona of the Author, UHiftratc that which waa 
intended te be darkned, ana in the end only expofc 
his own villainous Deigns, and make him odious to 
all Men ef true Probity and Virtue.

Jm$ |o, 1714.
* H F 33*5 
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