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' Tranflato's PREFACE.

i 9~HEN the tranflation of the hiftory of Chile was firft -
¥ ‘ N } .undertaken, it was morg out of confideration of ma-
i — " king that part of the world, fo remote from ours,
better known, as to the geagtaphical part, the natural hiffory, and
the firft fettlements of the Spaniards, than to enter into a diftin&t
narrative of the eveats of that invafion, which contain little m(
ftrullion, beiag between a peaple of great arts andabilities on onefide; i
and another of great natural courage, and no culture of the mind
er body, on the othef. "The cale was {o extravagantly unequal’
between them, whea ‘the odds of guns, armour, horfes, and difci-
.pline, are weighed againft nakednels, anaxchy, panick terrors, and
fumplicity, that it feems 4 kind of prodigy that the loveof liferty
and a flock of natural unpolifhed bravery, fhould held a conteft
with armed avarice, {pirited by fuperftitious zeal, for almoft 2
whole century. ‘ ) I
/ The natural hiffory of Chile is fo admirably performed,, that it
may bea model for moft relations of that kind; for there are ex-
aCt defcriptions of all the beafts, birds, fithes,. plants, minerals,
coafts, rivers, bays, and inhabitants of the country, that can be
wifhed for.. Thereis, befides; an excellent account of the climate,
the feafons, the winds, the manner of living both of the Indians
and the Spaniards. The defcription of the great Cordillera, or chain
of mountains, which runs for almoft a thoufand leagues in a parallel
line with the South Sea, and divides Chile from the #ltra moun-
tain provinces, is fo accurate, that nothing otfngbat kind can be
more {o: th{ narrative of the manner of trave]ling through thofe
vaft plains of Cuyo and Tucuman, as far as Buenmos Ayres, and the
river of Plata; the topographical defcription of the ftreights of
Magellan, with all its bays, ports, and its whole navigation, are of
great inflru@ion, as well as very enterraining.
In all this the jefuit, who was the duthor of this hiftory, muft
be confeffed to have deferved the charaélér of a candid inquifitive
philofopher ; and in what he has performed befides, about the
fettlements of the Spaniards, he is very particular, efpecially inhis
defcription of the aty of St. Jago de Chile; where any one may fee
the progrefs of prieft-craft in that new world, by the vaft riches of
the convents, monafteries, and .nunneries: but above all the in-
ftrultive chapters of this treatife, there is one about the methodsof
~ driving a trade between Europe #nd Chile to and from the Pbiltppine;
- an
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and Eaft Indies, which contains fecrets of commerce aud naviga
tion, which I wonder how they were publifhed, and ’tis poflible
may, e’re it be long, be prallifed by the Spaniards and other nations,
if the navigation of the Mexican gulph becomes™{o troublefome,
as it is like to be made by the naval powets 3 Europe, who {eem
to have chofe thofe feas for the fcene of 4ll thCIr itime power to
exert itfelf in. -

There is a digreflion about the firft difcovex?r of thejﬂ"ﬁds and
continent of America by Columbus, and a progreflive narration of all
the other difcoveries, as they werg made, and by whom, which is
very curtous ; but as it is borrowed ﬁ-om other writers, the author
can challenge no other merit than that of a judicious compiler.

All that needs to be added to this preface, is, to let the world
know that the tranflation was firft encouraged by the Royal So-
ciety, of which the tranflator has the honour to be a member ; and
that it was two fummers work, that it might be the lefs fubje&
to érrors; and fo prevent them, that worthy encourager of all
natural knowledge, as well as of his own profeflion, in which he
excels, Dr.Hans Sloane, has contributed very obligingly. fome of

his care and attention. ..
&
AN
< YN
THE
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Author’s PREFACE. ~

Eing céme from the kingdom of Chile into Europe, I obferved
B that Yhere was fo lListle %non‘n of the parts I came from, that
in many places the very name of Chile had not been beard of.
| This made me think m3 [elf obliged to [atisfy, in fome meafure,
the defire of many curious perfons, who preffed me to communicate to
the world a thing o worthy of its knowledge.  But I found myfelf in
great difficulty hop to comply with their preffing inflances, being defli-
tute of all’the maserials vequifise for fuch a work, and at fuch a diftance
from the place that could furnifb them, that I defparred of giving a juft
[atisfaltion: however, in obedience to thofe whofe cominands 1 cannot
but refpect, I, refolved to'write this account, more to comply with my
duty, and give fome information of thofe remote regions, than to pretend
to a perfelt and exalt hiffory, which this rzlation, in all its parts, (I
confefs,) comes very fbort of. The reader then being thus prepared, will,
I hope, haue a regard to the listle help I could have in this work, at fuch
a diffance as Rome and Chile are from one another; and by bis pru-
dence and goodnefs, excufe any thing that may [eem lefs finifbed in this
Ithasnot work s  partieularly fince there is hopes of a general biffory of Chile,
Yianne which cannot be long béfore it is ﬁni/%ed.' '

workd. In the mean time, the firft and fecond books of this relation will fhew
the natural [late of the kingdom of Chile, both as to its climate and
produt; The third, will deferibe the qualities of &s firft inbabitants ; -
The fourth and fifth, will defecribe the firft entran® of the Spaniards
* into it, and the conqueft of it by them ; The fixth, will contain the va-
rious events of the war, caufed by the noble refiffance made by the
Araucano’s ; The [evemh, will [bew the fir} means of peace attempted
by father Lewis de Valdivia, of the company of Jefus, in order to fa-
cilitate the preaching of the holy gofpel, and the glorious death of his
holy companions; The laft book, which. is alfo the largeft of all, will
contain the fir(t means of planting the chriftian faith, and its propaga-
tion among the Indians, which was particularly compaffed, and is f#ill
carried on by the miffions and miniftry of our company; all which en-
deavours of theirs I explain and diffinguifb under fix heads, [bewing
the meceffity of the [piritual belp thas thofe new chriftians lie under, both

as to preaching, and informing them in masters of she chriftian faith.

I muf? give here frve advertifements; The firf}, That in what 1 have
feen my [elf, I bave not departed from the truth in any thing I have
writ: as to what I relate by hear[ay, or by authority from other wri-

Vou. IIL. (a)  ters,

||Ii,l“.-Ji..
5
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tevs, 1 report it with the fame candor as I heard and read it, withous
adding_or diminifbing any thing of the truth 5 and though all thofe
1 cite in this work are worthy to be believed, yet the leaft to be [ufpeét-
ed of partiality, are [uch foreign writers who extol and cammend this
kingdom of Chile with [uch repeated encomiums. My [econd advertife-
ment is, That confidering the Kingdom of Chile was the laff part of
South America that was difcoveredy and the neareft to thé Antartick
Pole, Icould not treat of its difcovery with good grounds, withous touch-
ing a little upon the neighbouring kingdoms of Peru and Mexico, which
were as a paffage to it; and if Ihave enlarged now and then on the praifes
and defcription of thofeparts, it was, becaufe I thought it might not be
difagreeable to the reader 5 in which, if 1 am miflaken, be has only
to skip fome chapters of the fourth book, and go diretly to thofe which
treat of the firft emtrance of Bon Diego de Almagro imto Chile;
Thirdly, 1 muft take notice, that though I do fometimes, in [peaking of
the land of Chile, report fome particularities which feem trifles, and
not fo proper for biftory, Ido not relate them as fingular and proper to
that coumtry alone, but rather to fhew the uniformity both of nature
and cuftoms, as to life and religion, in all thofe parts; and fome things
are mentioned to encourage thofe new countries to drive on the advance-
ment of religion, politenefs, learning, and good morals.

Fourthly, I muft take notice, That fince 1 do not here make a gene-.

ral biftory of Chile, I have not had occafion to mention all the illuflri-
ous mern, and noble commanders and foldiers, who have flourifbed in thofe

-parts from the beginning of the conqueft: I only, therefore, take nstice of

fuch as I find named in the authors whom I cite; and they too not mak-
ing it their bufinefs to write a diﬂ:'?’l hiftory of Chile, but only to re-
late fome particular event, and fo viention only fome part of the govern-
ment of [ome governors, or their wars, cannot be exact in the account o

all thofe who have in different times and occafions alted in thofe wars;
and by this [alvo I cover the honour ‘of all our gallant commanders and
Joldiers of Chile, whofe altions 1 omit, though they are worthy to be
graven in marble, or Bronze, only for this reafon.  And though I own,

~ that I am not ignorant of many who have flourifbed in my time, and be-

fore it, yer Ihave not fo diftinét an informasion as would be neceffary to
give them their due commendations, and [er their altions in that light
which their valonr deferves; therefore the general biftory of Chile will
perform that part.  Perbaps, even before that, this work of mine may ex-
cite fome body to employ their valent in making a particular book of their
elogiums and praifes, which cannot fail of being wellreceived inthe world,
fince fo many noble and illuflrious families of Europe will be concerned
in it.

Laftly, 1 aduertife, That though the principal motive of my writing

thisrelation, was to publifb the [piritual miniftery of owr company ix the

converfion of fouls in this kingdom of Chile, yet I could not but treat
C | firft

~




The, Author's PREFACE.

firf2 of the land and inbabitants, as being the objet and [ubje of their
endeavours; and I have been forced 10 be more diffufe in it, than I
would have been abous a place already known to the world by any hiftory

or relations made of it.  For this reafon, I have employ'd fix books in .
the defcription of the land, and the valorous flerce difpofition of its
inhabitants, that the force and efficacy of the divine grace might fbine ou?’?ﬂ ,
the more in the beginnings of the comverfions of that untractable nation, |
mentioned in my two laft books, which are almoft as comprehenfive.

as my fix firft, which were divided into fo many, only to anfwer the
diverfity of matter which they contain. : |

. Thus I have informed my reader of this work, in which be will find
variesy of entersainment. Some things will anfer the curiofity of thofe

who delight in knowing natural caufes; others will be moved and incited

to valiant altions by the examples-of thofe performed here, Thofe
likewife, who love biftorical relations, will be pleafed, fince here is an
epitome of the difcovery of the beft part of the Indies, according to rhe
order of times, and perfons concerned in the conquefls and difcoveries

of fo many kingdoms 5 and, laftly, the pious difpofision of devous minds
will be elevated to praife God foribe fignal favours, which the
queen of "heaven bas beflowed on the kingdom of Chile in particular ;

and adore the Lord of all things, for baving in little more than one
censury made his name knovn, and bis wor[bip introduced among fo many
heathen nations, cven to bring the untamed and powerful Araucano’s

upon their knees to him, after fo many years flubborn refifting the en-
trance of the Gofpel. I cannor defire my Reader to exprefs any acknows
ledgements for this work of mine, becaufe I do not judge it deferves fo
great a reward ; but I hope he may, with indulgence, excufe its faults,

and make me fome allowance for the little helps 1 bave had in writing.

I have endeavoured to pleafe all 5 but, particularly, to fbew how the
kingdom of Chrift may be advanced in that new world, if the apoftolical
zeal of the evangelical workmen will employ itfelf in this great harveft

of fo extended a gemtilifm and new chriftianity. ‘

»

To the READER..

HE firft fix books being the only ones that contain the
hiftorical and natural accounts, they alone are tranflated ;-
and {fome chapters even out of them omitted, for their tedious

qurﬂitious narratives. :
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BOOK L

Of the Nature and Propertles of the
ngdom of CHiLE.

CHAP L
Of the Smratm, Climase, and Divifion of the Kingdim of CHILE.

HE kingdom of Chile, which
is the uttermoft bounds of South
Americs, and has the kingdom
of Peru t;_) ‘t_hc nolx;th,

ac the 25th degree of fouth latitude, to-
wards the Antartick Pole, and 18 extended

mlcngthﬁvehmdredlaguqasﬁ:asthe
fireights of Magellan, andxtsoﬂm
called s Tierra del Fuego, w. rnchcs
to the 59th degree. Thcbrudthobede
3s-various ; for it may be faid to extend it-

" felf one hundred and fifty leagues eaft and

‘weft, becaufe though that which is prt:g:ly
mll‘d Cb‘kd:rtr;zml " m%road, hich
twenty or w is
gemgllymcantfrmndm fea to the fa-
mous Cordilléra Nevada, or chain of moun-
tains cover’d with fhow, (of which we fhall
fi m its proper p lacc,) in the divi-
on of the bounds of the fcvcml govern-
ments of America, the king added to Chile
thofe vaft plains of Cuyo, which runs in
]cng:hasﬁprast:kdoes, and are above
twice as broad.
_The oppofite part of the world to this
m, is the meridian that paffes be-
tween the ifland Taprobana of the Antients,
which is Zeilon, and cape Comorin, begin=
ning at twcntyﬁxdegrctshorth of the equi-
nottial line. ~ The inhabitants are properly
anu odes to thofe of Chile; and thofe who
xtd:ccounmfc;sdutfanmchfﬁotx; thi
to of the mo
o B of Il\”Zv Guinea, would be
alfo dmmmll antipodes to the irhabi-
tants of Caftille ; but tis yet un he-
ther that part of the world is land or'water;
but this is-certain, that it fallsout in the

divifion of Caftille, and is oppofite to it, and

is wcrgd f]'rom Chile one d feven

hundred leagues. .
This kingdom is com ed in the

third, fourth, and fifth’ climate: In that

of it whxch is" in the third chmarc, the
Frt day is thirteen hours; and in the
ﬁfth cllmatc, the day at longcft is about

- fourteen howrs, and ° ometlnngmorc, quite

~Vor. 1L

difcover'd in it. Abr
zsnmon, that there was on ‘this fouth fide -

the kingdom of Chie, a land which was
conummtthGmn and this opi-

nllwcwen:undeoufd thofe,
who having pafs’d Se. Vin-
cent, otherwife call® the wght of Le

Maire, wert round that fouth all’d
the TVerra del Fucge, and retumn’d wo tbe

e by e

© be an
ifland l{pa.nnzlﬁ'omanyodu‘
land; as I thew further in its proper
place.

Chile has on the eaft Tucuman and Buewos
Ayres, and to the north eaft Paraguay and
Brafil; o the weft it has the Scatb-Ses,
which, i noﬂ:eopinionofdmn‘o
de Herrera, 1s all that is be-
tween Chile and China, and at the
Golden Cberjoxd?u ortl)elﬂandd" Stmatra;
and that fea is in breadth, eaft and wefl,
two thoufand feven hundred

leagues.
According to what has been faid, we Divion.

mnay divide this kingdom into three parts:
Thcﬁr[tand "principal is that which is com-
prehended between the Cordillera Neveda
and the Soutb-Ses, which is properly call’d
Chile. The fecond contiins the iflands

which are fow’d up and down upon its coaft

as_far. as the firaghts of Magellan. The
third contains the of Cayo, which
is on the other fide of the foowy mountains,
call’d the Cordillera Nevads, and run in

lcngtballalongasBﬁ{astbc(h'q@n, and
' ) n
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Of the Nature and Properties of the

in breadth extends to the confines of Twcu-
man.

To begin then with that part which is
moft properly call’d Cbile: I confefs I'had
rather the defcription of it had fallen to
the lot of fome who had feen its
for then the danger of pafling for too par-
tial for onc’s own country (to which are
expos’d all thofe who write of it) would
have been more eafily avoided, and fuch a
one might with lefs apprehenfion cnlarge
upon the excellent pmrcms which God
has been pleas’d to endow it with. The
common opinion of all thofe who have
come from Europe to it, is, that its foil
and its climate exceed all others they have
feen; though, perhaps, in that they only
make a return lgsmc kind welcome they
allmeet with in thofe parts. As for mzp%rt,

¢ Ey-

- all I can fay, is, that though it be 1i

rope 1n s in the
of the feafons, which are tranfpos’d, it be-

ing fpring and fummer in theé one, when it.

is autumn and winter in the other, yet it
has fome properties which do really fingu-
larize it, and deferve the praifes given it
by travellers; for, firft, neither the heat
nor the cold are fo. exceflive as in Europe,
particularly as far as the 44th degree of la-

titude, for from thence to thg pole the ri-

Tempera-

Chile free
from ligh-
senmg,

gorous and exceffive cold begins, -
The fituation accidental of the land of

 faveof sbe Chile, muft be the caufe of this temperature

of the 3ir; for being cover’d on the eaft
by the high mountains of ‘the Cordillera,
which are all fo prodigioufly clevated, it
receives the frefh and cooling breezes from
the fea; and the tides which penetrate as
far as the foot of the mountains, joining
with the coolnef§ of the fnow, with which
they are cover'd, refreth the Air fo, that

about four a-clock in the afternoon the heat

is no ways troublefome. Nay, if one isin
the thade, one may fay, that in no hour of
the day the fun is infupportable, efpecially
from thirty fix degrees or thereabouts, nei-
ther day nor night the heat can be com-
plained of 5 which is the caufe, that at the
town of the Comception, which is in that
{ituation,_the covering for beds is the fame
winter an"a fummer, neither of thofe feafons
being any ways troublefome.

Another good quality of this country is,
to be free from lightening; for though
fometimes thunder is heard, *tis ata great
diftance up in the mountain. Neither does
there fall any hail in the fpring or fummer;
or are thofe ftorms of thunder and lighten-
ing feen here, which in other make
the bells be rung out, and the clouds to be
exorcized ; neither are there fo many cloudy
days in winter as in other parts; but moft
commonly after the rain has lafted two or
three days, the heavens clear up, and look

as if the sky had been wath’d, without the
leaft cloud, in a very fhort time after the
rain s for as foon as ever the north wind,
which. brings the cloudy weather, ceafes,
the fouth fucceeds, and in a few hours drives
away the rain; or if it be in the night-
tme, the dew falls, and the fun rifes brigh-

ter than ever.

Thiz country is yet to be valued. upon edallse
Fic, which is, that it ene
tonous creatures, fuch ag /™

another propriety o
is free ; rrl: N/
vipers and fnakes, fcorpions or toads; fo-
that one may venture to fit under a tree, or
lie down and rowl on the ground, without
fear of being bit by them. - Neither are
thgn; tygers, panthers, or ‘any other mif-
chievous animals; except fome lions of a
fmall kind, which fometimes do harma to
the flocks of fheep or goats, but never to
men, whom they fly from; and this is not
only in the cultivated land, where men are
mﬂmt’ but in the woods and folitude,
in the thickeft groves, of which there
are fome fo clofe with trees, that one can
hardly break through them afoot. I heard
a friar of ours, who was an excellent Buil-
der, fay, that having gone for three months
together in woods, where there was no fign
of any one’s having pafs’d before, to find
out trees proper for the mber of the church
of St. Fago, he had never met with the
leaft poifonous creature, that could either
caufe a naufeous idea, or a cffedt.

There is another moft wonderful fingu- 3 sugs
t Wil live
not only it does -not breed, but will not™*

larity of this fame country, which is,

fuffer any punaizes or bugs to live in ic;
which is the more to be admir’d, that on
the other fide the mountains they fwarm,
I never faw one in it alive, for fometimes
there are fome in the goods and furniture of

ple who come from the province of Cuyo;

t as foon as they feel the air of Chile
die. The experience that was made of this,
by one that was either curious or malicious
enough, was wonderful ; for coming from
Cuyo to Chile, he brought fome of thofe
creatures with him, well put up in a Box,
and fuch food provided for them as to keep
them alive; but no fooner were they come
to the valley of Acomcagua, which is the
firt valley coming down from the'moun-
tains, but they all died, not fo much as
one remaining alive.

I do not fay any thing here of the mines
of gold, nor of thofe excellent waters which,
running from them, are cordial and heal-
thy; nor of the abundance of provifions
for life, nor of the phyfical plants, nor of
many other rare qualities in which this coun-
try exceeds others, as well to avoid confu-
fion, as becaufe thofe things will be better
thew’d when we come to treat of each of
them in particular in their proper plaqc.lx"
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In-all other thmgs the land of Cbil':‘is
{o like Exrope, both in climate and foil,

{:l,;fgif&dmducisvcry fmall or no difference;

and it is very remarkable, that in fuch va-
riety of difcoveries made in America, nonc
i:z conformable in every thing’ with the

European conftitution, as this ra& of feen.

Cbile ; for in moft of the places between
the sropicks, as Brafil, Cartagena, Pana«
ma, Portobello, and thofe coafts in that fi-
tuation, the heats are violent, and conti-
nual all the years and in fome other places,
fuch as Potsfi, and the mountains of Peru,
the cold is as exceffive; in fome they have
a winter without rain, and have theirr rain
in fummer, - when their heat is higheft;
others there are, where they have neither
wine, oil, nor wheat of their own produét;
and though in fome they may have thefe
productions, yet the other fruits of Ewrope
do fiot take with them; but Cbile has, juft
as Eurape, its four feafons, of fpring, fum-
mer, autumn, and winter ; it does not rain
in ﬁlm;ner, but inwim:crt;han}:lall :!lxc :
dut of Ewrope agrees with their foil.
One thing is much to be admir’d, and

lands in the that 18, that the land of Cxyo, that of o=
fom lasi- cuman, and Buenos Ayres,

ing all in the
fame latitude with Chile, are neverthelefs

f. fo different in cdlimate from it and' from

Europe; for though in thofe parts it freezes

fo as to frecze water within

ﬁ': 3::” doors, am{ that their catde, if left abroad,

dic with cold, yet there does not fall a
drop of rain all the winter, and the fun
fhines out fo bright and clear, that not a
cloud is to be feen: But in the fpring they
have fuch abundance of rain, that 1t
would drown the whole country, if the
fhowers lafted as long as in Exrope or in
Cbhiley for when the rain lafts but an hour
and a half, the ftreets are full of ftreams in
the towns, and the carts are up to their

" Kisgdow. of CHILE: "

were, in their native country, the air and the
provifioas of both o like i their qualitics:
The meats are more ithing than in bot-
ter climates; and when thofe who have
been cither born or bred in thofe hot coun-
trics come -t Chile, they are forced to ab-
flain, and keep 2 watch upoa their -appe-
and little to the firength of the of
that country, and can digeft ir.

CHAP IL

Of the four Seafons of the Year, and particalarly of the Winter and Sping :
With a Defiription of fome Flowers and Medicinal Plants.

4 I "HE four feafons of the year, which

are in Europe the fpring, the fummer,
the autumn, and the winter, are with the
fame duration of time enjoyed in Cbile,
though not exa@ly under the fame names,
at the fame time; for the Jpri i
about the middle of the European Auguft,
and lafts to the middle of Nevember ; then
begins the fummer, which holds to the
middle of February ; which is followed by
the autumn, which lafts to the middle of
May; and then the winter enters, and
maics all the trees bare of their leaves,
and the earth cover'd with white frofts,
{which neverthelefs diffolve about two hours

begins  though fo grear a-

after fun-rife, except in fome doudy da

tbatthciﬁdcshﬁﬁomd'tdayymayns:
other;) the winter ends again about the
middlcofdax:ﬁ. "Tis wery fcldom thar
the fnow falls m the valleys or low grounds,

ity is upon the
mountains, thar it utgyfoamnmall
the hollow to the heighr of feveral
pikes, and rumim.asig,mt,in

as 1t

wells and refervatories, to

docs in due time, fo ni prings and ri-
vers with waor, fo mm?:mnn\.‘ys
of: fortsind::h‘:y and emrich the

kingdom. But notwithitinding that X
feldomx
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rope are colder; which eds not only
from the degree of elevation this land is in,
but alfo from its neighbourhood to thofe
vaft mountains called the Cordillera, who
fend out fuch fharp and piercing winds,
that fometimes they are infupportable ;
therefore the fea coaft is much more tem-
perate and warm; but in remurn, much
more expofed to vehement tempefts of
winds, than the inland parts,

t before

ftorms are in fome meafure fpen

_ they reach them, and fo cannot whip

P

i

Zver-
greens.

Spring.

them and torment them as they do the fea

coafts. .
For fome proteftion againit thefe
cold winds, God Almighty has placed fe-

’ great clufters of thorn-buthes, which
" thrive fo well, that it is the ordinary fewel
of all the countries about the town of
St. Fago, and the valleys nearit. Itisa
plant not unfike an oak, though more du-
“rable; the heart of the wood is red, and

incorruptible ; of it they make coals for the °

furnace, and other fhop ufes. In other
parts the true oak ferves for the fame pur-
pofe ; as in the territory of the city of Con-
z?tian, where there are very

of them, which are fo thick, that though
they have already ferved for t}ﬁ:huf:ah:; the
natives fo man w are
enter’d, th <§mywps,hardlyyct be pafied in the
middle; and this within a league of
the city; for further up in the country there
are forefts, where no man cver fet his
foot.

Though thefe oaks, as alfo the fruit-
trees, lofe their leaves in winter, yet there
are wild trees which do not, though all co-
vered with ice and fnow; and the cold is
fo far from injuring them, that when the
fun melts the froft, they look brig?&cr and
more beautiful. As foon as the rains
come, the fields begin to be cloathed in

, and the earth is covered in twen
or thirty days with grafs; amongft whi
nature produces a fort of yellow flower
in fuch abundance, that the plains and
lvallcyslook like carpets of green and yel-
ow.

Thefe firft rains feem to prepare the
earth for its orm.mgct;l bi;ﬁns of bofiowtcl:'s
with the fpring, whi ins about the
middle of Auguft; and they laft till De-
cember, that the heats come in, and that
with fuch variety and abundance of fo
many kinds, that the fields look as if they
had been Eainted, producing a moft de-

Defeription lightful obje&t. I remember once, as I

fome
wers,

was travelling, I faw fo great a diverfi
of thefe flowers, fome fcarlet, others blutc):
yellow, - red, firaw-colour, purple, &e.

B that I was mov’d to tell them, and I told

-

- and for

woods to the faddle-girts,

in 2 fhort time two and fosty firts, fo ad-
mirable was their variety ; and yet I donot
reckon among thefe the culti ones in
gardens, nor thofe that were ht from
ﬁrcgg, fuch as carnations, - rofes, ftock-
illyflowers, orange, lillies, poppics, lu-
pins, &'z, I only. fpeak of thofe that grow
wild, which ars fo odoriferous and fweet-
foented, that ’tis out of them that they
diftil a water call’d agua Pangeles, or, an-
gel’s-yntcrf The fmell of :hd;goztm is
pereeived fweeteft ag the rifing i
of the fun; which mi with the {!;.g
emitted by the herbs, which are aro-
matck, &roduce a moft admirable perfume,
t reafon they put the fprouts and
tops of them among the flowers which
make the angel-water. :
It is fcarce poffible to. exprefs the force

- with which the earth puts forth thefe plants,
which is fo great, thatinngm *tis
.hard to difinguifh the culti the

at

from
uncultivated lands. One would chink
firft that all had been plowed and fowed.
alikc;damnd;}sh the continuance of the
rains, runs fo ftrong, and
grows fo intricate, thatuz horfe can hardly
break through it, it coming in moft places

Muftard-feed, turnips,
trefoil, and other plants, which I fee are
fowed and cultivated in Exrope, for the
Juft efteem that is made of them, do all
grow wild in Cbile, without ferving to the
uf;l:fflgcdat all, otherwife than by the
cattle’s feeding on them, which ma
do for feveral leagues together. t’ﬁl mul
tard plant thrives fo mightily, thae it is
as big as one’s arm, and {o high and thick,
that it l;:oks like a tree. I have travelled
many leagues through muftard groves,
whici'wcrc taller thangll:orfcand man ; and
the birds build their nefts in them, as the

gofpel mentions in thefe words, iz 4 vo- Mat. xii.
lucres cali veniant & babitent in ramis gus; 3%

fo that the birds of the air come and lodge
in the branches thereof,

There are many plants of great virtue Ciurager
in phyfick, and known only to the Indians, of the Ma-
call’d Machis, who are a race of men thatjh”l“_
are their do&tors. Thefe glants they conceal g,

carefully, and particularly from the Spa-
niards, to whom if they communicate the
knowledge of one or two, it is a great
mark of their friendthip; but the know-
ledge of the reft they referve, and it paf-
fes from father to fon. Thefe Machis, or
do&ors, are not only efteem’d by the In-
dians, but by the Spaniards themfelves, who
have recourie to them in the greateft extre-
mities, when the difeafe preffes moft. They
find wonderful effets from the application
of thefe fimples, which they ufe in a lefler
dofe with the Spaniards than with the /-

digrs,

mint, fennel, Ploss, Re.
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OravLz. fldom fnows in the valleys and plains, yet
- it is fo cold in them, that few parts of Eu-
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dians, who are of a morc robuft nature, and  points, which, both in colour and fhape, OVALLE.
ftronger conttitution. ar: not unlike the faffron. call’d Romi.  1645-
s 1fawone of our order much troubled They pull up the herb, and boil it entire Y~
marksble with the falling-ficknefs and fwooning fits, with its root, leaves, and flowers, in fair

exves per- (o a5 he was forced to have always fome warer, which is given to the Patient o

formed &1 body in hi elfe he might have drink hot: am ;
; y in his company, or elfe he might have dri ot: amongift other effes it pro-
prelan fallen down ftairs, or otherwife killed him- 4

CHAP.2.

chis.

felf: he had ufed all the remedies that the
learning of phyficians and the charity of re-
ligious men could fuggeft, but withoutany
cffet at all; may, he was worfe and worfe
every day. Our fathers learned at laft,
that about twelve leagues off from that
place there lived an Indian Macki: they
ient for him; and being come, and having
heard the relation of his diftemper, he gave
him as much of a certain herb in wine as
the bignefs of a nail 5 and it had fo great an
effe@, that it took away the diftemper, as if
he had taken it away with his hand, the
perfon being never troubled with it more,
all the time I knew him.

I have feen many other cures performed
by thefe Mackis, particularly in cafes of
poifon for in that fort of diftemper they
are eminent. I fhall mention but one
inftance, of a gentleman who had been pi-
ning away for feveral years, and often at
death’s door: once, being in extream dan-
ger, he heard of a famous Machi who lived
a great way off, but was a fhe-do&or, (for
there are women amongift them eminent in

the art:) he procured, by prefents, to have
her fent for; and having promifed her a

confiderable reward, befides what he gave
" her/in hand, which he was well able to per-
form, being very rich and powerful, fhe
began to apply her remedies, which were
herbs; and one day, when fhe faw his
body prepared to part with the poifon, fhe
caufzd a great filver voider to be fet in the
middle of the room, and there, in the pre-
fence of many people, the gentleman having
firflt been very fick in his ftomach, he caft
up the poifon which had been given him
many years before, wrapp’d up in hair,
which came up with ic; he was perfect-
ly well after this, as he himfelf related o
me. §

Though, as I have faid, the Jndians are
fo clofe in keeping fecret the herbs they ufe,
yet many of them, gcrfuadcd by reafon,
and induced by friendfhip, do communi-
cate fomcthing; and time and -rience
has difcover'd fo many more, that if I
thould mention them all, I fhould be forc’d
to make a book on putpofe of them; there-
fore I fhall only mention three that I have
more prefent in my memory, the effeéts of

£o an accident, which gave

duces, one is to diffolve all coagulated
blood in the body, and that quickly;
fo that an [idian feeling himfclt wounded,
takes it immediately,-to hinder the blood
that could not come out at the wound from
congealing inwardly, and fo prevents all im-
pofthumation, and the corruption of the reft.

There happened in our colkege of St. Fa-
proof of this ad-
mirable herb; which was, That an Indian
belonging to us being gone to the great
place to fee the bull-fealt, a bull, to his
great misfortune, catch’d him up, and tofs'd
him in the air, and left him alinoft dead on
the ground ; he was bronght to our houfe,
and the phyfician, being called, faid he
was a dead man, and nothing could fave
him: bur, howevcr, he told the father that
has care of the fick, that it would coft but
little to give him the Quinchamali, wrap
hiin up warm, and leave him alone fome
hours. It was done accordingly ; and after
fome time, the father reforting to the place
where they had laid him, to fee if he was
dead, he was found not only alive, but out
of danger, and the fheet all full of blood,
which the herb had caus’d him to void
through the pores of his body, fo as he re-
main’d well in a little time.

The fecond herb is that which we Spa-
miards call Albaaguilla, and the Indians,
Culen, becaufe its leaves are like the leaves
of fweet bafil: it grows in buthes fo high,
that they feem to bz trees; the leaves are
very fragrant, and fweet like honey : be-
ing bruifed, it is applied to the wound out-
wardly, and fome drops of its juice are
to be poured alfo into the wound ; after
which moft admirable effeéts of its efficacy
are feen.

I was told by captain Sebaflian Garcia
Carrero, the founder of our novitiat-houfe
of Bucalemo, that as he was travelling with
a dog in his company, which he loved

_extremely, fome wild monkeys that live

in the mountains fell upon him, and fo
worried him among them by biting him,
fome on one fide and fome on the other,
that they left him full of wounds, and
particularly withnc)nc large one in his
throat : his mafter came up at laft, and
found him without fign of life: he was
much troubled for the lofs of his dog,

which are prodigious. and lighted to fee what he could do for
Defeription  The firft fhall be the famous plant call’d  him. This Albaaquilla is an herb that
of ?:;d Quincbamali, which rifes not a foot above grows every where in the fields; and the
— ™™ the ground, and its branches fpread like a  gentleman, at a venture, gathering three or
nofegay, Iau;d end in little flowers at the four handfuls of it, bruized them between
v Vou. IIL : C

two
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Sumnmer.

- lived many

dog’s wou and into the t one of
h(i)sgthroat r}is,thm& a handful gf‘:?t, and fo
left him without hopes of life: but it fell
out wonderfully, that after a few leagues
travelling on, turning back to look at
fomething, he faw his dog following at a
diftance, who was fo well cured that he
ears after.

The third herb, that I can remember, is
like a knot of finc hair, and which is not
commonly met with : this is an admirable
herb in and pleurifies ; it is_boiled
in water, and drank ; it purifies and clean-
fes the blood, expelling that which is bad,
and fo the fick body remains perfectly

L1

cured ; as I my felf have had the experience

.of 1t.

There are feveral other plants, fome of
which cure the painsof the liver; othersdif-
folve the ftone in the bladder, and break it
to pieces; fome areexcellent for the fciatica

other inﬁrmitics; all which, if I were
to relate in particular, I fhould make a
new dioftorides, or herbal, which is not my
intention.  We will therefore leave the
flowers and herbs of the fpring, the har-
mony of the finging of birds, which fo re-
Joices th¢ mornings, and the ferene and
uict days of this feafon, to draw ncar the
ummer; which will afford us matter of
difcourfe. ' .

CHAP IIL
Of the Summer and Autumn, and their Produlf.

HE Summer begins in the middle of
November, and lafts to the middle of
February, fo that the greateft heats are at
Cbhrifimas; and we are forc’d to have re-

" courfe to our faith, to confider the Child
. God trembling with cold in the manger ;

for when we rife to fing matins, particu-
larly.in Cuyo and Tucuman, where the heats
are exceflive, we are ready to melt with
heat. In Chile the heats are not fo excef-
five, becaufe the country is more tempe-
rate; but ftill the weather is not fo cold
as it was in Betblem. About this time the
fruits begin to ripen, which are in great
variety ; and there are but few of thofe of
Europe that are wanting; for as foon as
any of them are brought, either in ftone,
feed, or plant, they take, and ’tis wonder-
ful to fee hcw they thrive. I remember
about thirty years agothere were no cherries;
there coming by chance a little tree from
Spain, from which all the curious began to
multiply them in their gardens, (it being
both a rarity, and a valuable fruit;) in a
fmall time they were fo increafed, that
they were banifh’d from the gardens to
the fields, becaufc they produced fo ma-
ny young plants from their roots, that

. they took up all the ground ‘about
the

' m.
pefeription . Of the fruits of Peru, Mexico, and all
of frunrs, the continent of America, not one will grow

-

-abricots,

in Chile; and the reafon is, the oppofition
of the climate of Chile; nay, though they
bring either plant, feed, or fetting, they
never thrive 3 for thofe countries are within
the tropicks, and Cbhile is out of them:
for which reafon alfo the frui¢s of Eurgpe
take fo well in Chile, fuch as pears,
figs, hes, quinces, &,
which bear infinitely; and if there is not
care taken to leffen their number when lic-
tle, it issimpoffible for the boughs to bear

the weight of the fruit, fo that they are
fain to prop them up with forks when they
grow near ripe.

The fruit that exceeds all the reft for
bearing, is the apple of all kinds, of
which there are prodigious orchards; and
of thefe, though they lefien the number,
yet the others increafe fo much in weight,
that the frees are brought down to the
ground ;. {o that there are many windfalls,
filling all the ground about them, and the

very rivers on which they ftand, and ftop-

ping the courfe of the water.

All the cLogs of oats, wheat, maiz, and Grain,

all other garden produc, begin to be cut
in December, and fo on to March ; and they
feldom produce lefs than twenty or thirty
for one, nay, fome a hundred for one, and
the maiz four hundred for one; and tisvery
feldom that there is any fearcity of grain,
but it is very cheap moft commonly. '

As for the fruit of the gardens, it is ne-
ver or rarely fold, but any body may, with-
out hinderance, ftep into a garden or orchard,
and eat what they will; only the ftrawber-
rics, which they call Frutilia, are fold ; for
though I have feen them grow wild for
miles together, yet, being cultivated, they
are fold very dear: they are very different
from thofe I have feen here in Rome, as
well in the tafte, as in the fmell ; and as for
their fize, they grow to be as big as pears,
moft commonly red, but in the territory
of the Conception there are of them white
and yellow.

About this time alfo the herbs that fatten
the cattle grow ripe; and then they begin
to kill them with great profit, it being the
chiefeft riches of the country, by reafon of’
the tallow and hides which are fent tor Pesu.
They kill thoufands of cows, fheep, goats;
and the flefhy being fo cheap that it 1s not
worth faving, they throw it away into the

fza
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fea or rivers, that it may not infet thre air;
only they falt the tongues and loins of the
" cows, which they fend for' Peru as prefents
to their friends; and they who are able,
and underftand it, fend likewife fome
dried falt-fith for the king’s forces, or keep
it to feed their own flaves or fervants.
Autumn begins about the middle of Fe-
bruary; fo lent proves the moft delicious
time of the year; for beéfides lobfters, oy-
fters, crabs, and other forts of fhell-fith
and fea-fith of all kinds, they fith in the
ponds and rivers for trouts, ¥agres, Peje-
reges, and other very choice river-fith of
fcveral kin(l!s; am} atl fghc fa:inc tirCIl)_e there
. 1s a great plenty of pulle, and garden-pro-
duct, as Iéourds, all forts of %r:xit,'pgrti-

cularly quinces, which are as big as one’s -

head, and another kind called Lucumas, of
which they make fo many difhes, that the
mortification of fafting is hardly perceived.

In the end of Autumn they begin to ga-
ther the olives and the grapes; and this lafts
The wines
are moft noble and generous, and fam’d by
the authors who write of this country:
there is fuch plenty of them, that the

CHAP 1IV. N
Of the matural Riches of the Kingdom of Chile; wbich are its Mixes of

" Kingdm of CHILE.

plenty is a grievance, there bei

for fuch qug:titis: it kills thc?fdian:, be-
caufe when they drink, ’tis without mea-
fure, till they fall down; and it being
very ftrong, it burns up their inward parts:
the beft kind is the Mufatel. 1 have feen
fome that look like water; but their ope-
ration is very different in the ftomach, which
they warm likc brandy. :

no vent OvALLE.
1646.

There are white wines alfo very much whice

Torrontes, and Abilla: the red and deep-
colour’d are made of the ordinary red grape,
and the grape called Mcllar. The bunches of
grapes are o large, that they caufe admi-
ration ; particularly I remember one, which,
becaufe of its monftrous bignefs, was b
its owner (a gentlenan) offer’d to our lady’s
fhrine: it was fo big as to fill a basket, and
to feed the whole convent of friers for that
meal, and they are pretty numerous. The
branchesof the vines are by confequence ve-
ry big, and the trunk or body of them is i
fome places as thick as a man’s body,
and no man can incompafs with extended
arms the heads of them, when they are in
full bloom. N

-
-

.-

Gold, and other Metals; as alfo of the induflrious Management of its

other Produit.

HE riches of Chile are of two forts:

firft, thofe which nature has -be-
frowed on it, without the help of human
induftry ; and, fecondly, thofe which have
been produced and invented by the inha-
bitants, to improve and enjoy its fertility.
To the firft kind belong its mines of gold,
filver, copper, tin, quick-filver, and lead,
with which heaven has inriched it. Of the

copper of Chile are made all e great-

guns for Pcru and the neighbouring king-
doms, in the garrifons of which there are
always florcs, particularly on the coafts:

~all the bellsof the churches, and utenfils

for families, are of this metal ; fo that fince
the working of thefe mines, no copper has
come from Spain ; for the Indies are fuffi-
ciently fupplied by them with all they

can want.

Livie lead, There is little lead work'd, becaufe

and lefs
quick-
river,

there is little ufe of it 5 quick-filver lefs, be-
caufe the mines arc but newly difcovered ;
and as they werc going to work them, the
obfiacle to thoft of Guancabilica in Peru
was removed, and fo there was no need of
working thole of Chile. Thofe of filver

wards them: they are fo many, and
fo rich, that from the confines of Perg
to the extreameft parts of this kingdom,
as far as the ftreights of Magellan, there is
no part of the country but they difcover
them ; which made father Gregory of Leon,
in his map of Cbhile, fay, That this coun-
try ought rather to have been called
a plate of gold, than to go about to
reckon up its golden mines, which are
innumerable.

All the authorshv:*]ho have writ of this
country, do mightily enlarge u its
richci:r;y and the fame is done by fl‘lm thofe
who have navigated the ftreights of Ma-
gellan : Antonio de Herrera, in his general
hiftory of the Indies, fays, That in all the
Weft-Indies, no gold is fo fine as that of
Valdsvia in Chile, except the famous mine
of Carabaya; and that when thofe mines
were firft work’d, (which was before thofe
Indians who are now at peace with us were
at war,) an Jndian among them did ufe to
get from them every day 20 or 30 pgfo’s of
gold, which comes to near 500 of
plate, and was a wonderful gain.

‘valued ; as thofe of the grapes called Ubg wises.

-

likewife lie unwrought, becaufe the gol-
den mines are of lefs charge, and fo
cvery body has turned their induftry to-

And the already-cited. Jobn and Tbeodore Grear
de Brye fay, That when the Nodales pafied PZ& of
the ftreights of St. Vincemt, otherwife$**

Cz2 called
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_1646. fome Indians from the country called La

M Tierra del Fuego, who exchanged with the
Spaniards a piece of gold of a foot and 2
half long, and as broad, for fciffars, knives,
needles, and other things of little value;
for they do not value it as we do.  Other
authors fay, that moft of the gold that was
laid up in the Jncas treafure, was brought
to him from Chile, though having never
fubjeced the Araucanos, he could not have
that quantity 'which this rich country would
elfe have afforded. ' )

But what need I myfelf ir cita-
tions of people abroad, when thofe who
live in the country of Chile, and fee it eve-

day, are the beft teftimony of the great
riches that the Spaniards have drawn from
thefe mines; which was fo great, that I
have heard the old men fay, That in their
feafts and entertainments they us’d to put
gold-duft in their falt-fellers, inftead of
falt ; and that when they fwept the houfe,
the fervants would often find grains of gold
in the fweepings, which they would wath
out, for the Indians being :hye perfons that
brought it to their lords, they would often
let fome fall.

Goldmere 1 have faid before, that it was much
plensy shan more eafy to get gold than filver out of
§lor.  the mines, becaufe this laft cofts much
pains ; firft, to dig it from thehard rock,

_ then to beat it in the mills to powder,
which mills are chargeable, as is alfo the
uick-filver, neceflary to be us’d to make

the filver unite, and all the reft of the ope-

tations requifitc_to refine it; but the ad-
vantage of getting gold has no other trou-

ble in it, than to carry the eatth in which

it is found to the water, and there wath it

in mills on purpofe, with a ftream which

carries off the earth, and the gold, as being

heavieft, goes to the bottom.

*Tis true, that fometimes they follow
the gold vein through rocksand hard places,
where it grows thinner and thinner, till at
Iaft the profic that arifes is very fmall ; yet
they perfift to follow it, in hopes it will
grow larger, and end at laft in that which
they call Bolfa, which is, when coming to
a fofter and eafier part of the rock, the
vein enlarges fo, that one of thefe hits is
enough to enrich a family for all their lives.
There is now lefs gold found than formerly,
by reafon of the war the Spaniards have
had with the nation of Araucanos; but
ftill fome is found, particularly in Co-
quimbo, where, in the winter, when it
rains much, is the great harveft of gold ;
for by the rain the mountains are wafh’d
away, and the gold is eafier to come at.
There is likewife fome gold in the terri-
tory of the Conception; in which I was
told, by a captain wha enter’d into our

the Spaniards ma

- any cultivation, fo thick, that I have feen

Book 1.

fociety, That there war, not above half

a leigue from the town, a pond, or ftand-
ing-water, which is not deeper than half

the heighth of a man; and that when the
Indians have nothing to fpend, they fend
their wives to this pond ; and they going

in, feel out with their toes the grains of

gold ; and as foon as they have found
them, they ftoop and take them up.. Thy

do this till they have got to the valu: of

two or three pefi’s of gold; and tienpeoir
they feck no longer, but go home, and o« sire
do not_return for any more as long as that [/ /2{}_
lafts; for they are not a covetous people, 1.':3,.
but are content to enjoy, without laying

up. -
I brought with me to Jaly, one of thefe

grains thus found, of a pretty reafonable
bignefs; and fending it at Seville to be
touch’d, ‘without either putting it in the

fire, or ufing other proofs, it was allowed

to be of twenty three carats, which is a

very remarkable thing. Now the peace

is made, and the warlike Indians quiet,

return to fearch for

the gold of Valdivia, and other mincs
thereabouts, which will extreamly increafe

the riches of the country.

As for the product made by the induftry greeding of
of the inhabitants, it confifts particularly carric rhe
in the breed of their cattle of all kinds, 7¢f &
as I have obferv’d above ; fending the tal-
low, hides, and dried flefh, for Lima;
where having firft retain’d the neccffary
proportion-for themfclves, which is about
ewenty thoufand quintals of tallow every
year far that city, and hides accordingly,
they diftribute the reft all over Perx : thc
hides, particularly, are carried up -to Po-
tofi, and all that inland tra& of mines,
where moft of their cloathing comes from
Chile; they are alfo carried to Panama,
Cartbagena, and the reft of that continent;
fome of this trade extends itfelf likewife to
Tucuman and Buenos Aires, and from thence
to Brafil.

The fecond produ is the cordage “and Cordage,
tackling, with which all the fhips of theZsn
South-Seas are furnifh’d from Chile ; as alfo-’:;'f,”,ﬁ’,;,,
the match for fire-arms, with which all the for fire-
king’s garrifons along the coaft are provi-arms.
ded from thofe parts; for the hemp which
makes the firft material of all thefe provi-
fions, grows no where in the Weft-Indies
but in Chile: there is alfo packthread ex-

rted, and other fmaller cordage.

The third produ@ is mules, which arcazules.
fent to Potofi, through the defart of Ara-
cama. .

The fourth product is the cocoa-nuts, Coeon-nuss.
which are the fruit of the palm-trees; and
do not, indeed, “proceed from induftry,
but grow wild in the mountains, without

fevegal

Great
COuT Ag

Deferipti
of the Co
dillera.



Almonds.

Greas en-
courage-
ment o
oerchants.

CHAP. 4-

feveral leagues of this tree.  Almonds
likewife, -and the product of gardens,
which do.not grow in Peru, are carried
thither'With great profit, fo as o be able
to fer.up a young beginner. When I
came to Lima, I obferved that the anni-
feed which had been bought at Chile for
two pieces of cight, was fold there for
twenty ; and the cummin-feed, bought at

" twenty, was fold for ’fourfcore; which

makes mcrchantshvcry willing to gladc
to thofe parts, as hoping to grow rich in
a fmall Time ; and Slir;gincrmfcs the riches
of Chile, by drawing every day thither
men with good ftocks. The gains made
this way are fo confiderable, that a man
who has about forty thoufand crowns to
employ in land, flocks, and flaves, to take
care of them, may every year have a re--
venue of ten or twelve thoufand crowns,
which .is a gain of twenty five per cent.
very lawful, and without any trouble to
one’s confcience, or fubjettion to the-
dangers of the feas: for thofe who will
run the hazards of that element gain
much more ; for the merchants, by many
commodides, get a hundred, and two
hundred, nay, three hundred per cent. in
a navigation of about three wecks, which
is the time ufually employed from Cbile
to Lima, without any tear of pirates, all

sthofe feas being entirely the king of

Spain’s, and fo free from thofe robbers.

Belides, “tis very feldom that any ftorms
are felt in that voyage, or, at leaft, not any
that endanger the lofs of the fhips. The
greateft danger proceeds from the covetouf-
nefs of the owners and meghants,, who

trufting to the peaceablenefs of thofe feas,
and that they fail all the way from Cbile to

Defcription
of the Cor-
dillera.

Lima before the wind, they load up to the
mid-maft. *Tis not exaggeration ; becaufc
1 have feen them go out of the port with
provifions for the voyage, and otE:r necef-
faries, as high as the ropes that hold the
mafts ; and though the king’s officérs are

refent to hinder the fhips from being over-
oaded, yct generally they are fo deep in the
water, that they are but juft above it; and
with all thefe, there are many goods left
behind in the magazines of the port; for
the land is fo productive of every thing,

* Kingdom of CHILE. |

that the only misfortune of it, is to want a OvALLE.,

vent for its produét, which is enough to
{n;pply another Lima, or another Potoff,
if there were one. ’

*Tis upon this foundation, that ’tis af-
firmed generally, that no country in all
America has a more folid eftablifhment
than Chile ; for in proportion to the in-
creafe of inhabitants in Peru, Chile muft
increafe too in riches, fince it is able to
fupply any great confumption, and yet
have enough of its own in all the kinds
of corn, wine, fleth, oil, fult, fruits,
pulfe, wool, flax, hides, tallow, chamois,
leather, ropes, wood, and timber, me-
dicinal remedies, pitch, fith of all kinds,
metals of all forts, and amber. There
wants filk; and ’us to be withed that
it may never get thither, but for oma-
ment to the altars; for it is already the
beggering of the country, by recafon of

/
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the great expence in rich cloaths; parti- -

cularly by the women, who are not out-
done in this, even by the braveft ladies of
Madrid, or other parts; but yet the land
is fo proper for filk-worms, that if any
one carries the feed of them there, I am
perfuaded it will take with great abun-
dance, the mulberry-trees being there al-
ready as full grown, and in as great beauty
as in Spain. ‘ '

The wax likewife comes from Europe,
though there are bees who make both
honey and wax. Pepper, and other eafi-
india fpices, come from abroad, though
there is a kind of fpice which fupplies the
want of them very well ; and the authors

above cited fay, That in the ights of
Magellan, there is g T on; and
- that on thofe coafts tlere grow trees of a

moft fragrant fmell in their bark, and which
have a tafte like 5]? r, but of a more
quick favour, as it fhall be made out when
we treat of that ftreight,

In the whole kingdom, the herbage and Herbage,
the fithing are in common; as alfo theffmg,

hunting ; and the woods for fewel and tim-

untmg,
woods

ber ; and the fame is praétifed as to the faltfewel, fZ'..z

mines.

There is no impofition on trade falt mines,

through all the kingdom, every one being dlrr.l com-

free to tranfport what goods he pleafes, ei-
ther within or without the kingdom. -

CHAP V.
Of the Famous Cordillera of Chile.

‘HE Cordillera, or high mountains

of Chile, are a prodigy of nature, and

without parallel in the world: *Tis a chain

of high mountains, which run from north

to fouth from the provinice of Quits, and

the new kingdom' of Granada, o Chile,
Vou.IIL o

above a thoufand Capillan leagues, accord-
ing toAntonio de Herrera, in his third tome,
Decade 5. to which adding the length of
the kingdom of Chile to the ftreights of
Magellan, it will make in all little lefs than
1500 leagues. T hti) remoteft part of Chilr

is
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+ diate valleys, whi

Dc[mptaln
evera
:fm{nd:.

Hogs.

tain.

the fea. Thefe mountains are forty leagues
‘broad ; with many precipices, and interme-
are habitable dll onc
comes to the tropicks ; but not beyond them,
becaufe of the perpetual fnows with which
they are always covered.

Antonic de Herrera, already cited, puts
two chains of mountains; one much lower,
covered with woods and handfome groves,
becaufe the air is more temperate near it ;
the other much higher, which by reafon of
the intenfe cold, has not fo much as a buth
on it, the mountains being fo bare, that
there is neither plant nor grafs on them:
but he fays, that on both thefe forts of
mountains there are feveral animals, which
becaufe of the fingularity of their kinds, I
fhall here deferibe fome of them.  «

One of the moft remarkable, is a fpecies
of hogs, that have their navel in their back,
upon the back-bone : they go in herds, and
each herd has its leader, who is known
from them allj becaufe when they march,
none dares go before him, all the reft fol-
low in great order. No hunter dares fall
on thefc herds till he has killed this captain,
or leader ; for as long as they fee him, they.
will keep together, and fthew fo much cou-
rage in their own defence, that they appear
invincible ; but as foon as they fee m
killed, they are broke, and run for it, gi-
ving up the day, till they chufe another cap-

Their way of eating is alfo admirable :
they divide themfelves into two bodies ; onc
half of them goes to certain trees which are
in a ceuntry called Los. Quixos, in the Pro-
vince of Quito, and are like the cinnamon-
trees : thefe they fhake to bring down the
Aowers, which the other half feeds on ; and
when they have eat enough, they go and
relieve the other half of the flock, and make

~ the flowers fall for them ; and fo return the

Monkeys.

Goats,

fervice to their companions, that they have
received from them. '

There are many forts of monkeys, who
differ mightily in their fhapes, colbur, and
bignefs, and other Properties: fome are
merry ; fome melancholy and fad; thefe
whiftle, the others chatter ; fome are nim-
ble, others lazy; fome cowards, others
ftout and courageous; but yet when one
threatens them, they get away as faft as they
can. Their food is fruit and birds-eggs,
and any game they can catch in the moun-
tains : they are very much afraid of water;
and if they happen to wet or dirty them-
felves, they grow dejected and fad.  There
are alfo great varicty of parrots. B

The wild.goats are numerous : they are
called Vicunnas, and have fo fine hair, that
it feems as foft as filk to the touch : this is

ufed to make the fine hats fo much valued

in Europe. . There are likewife a fort of
fheep of that country, they call Quanacos,
which are like camels, but 2 good deal lefs,
of whofe wool they make waiftcoats, which
are woven in Peru, and are more valued
than if they were of filk, for their foft-
nefs, and the finenefs of their colours.

. The fame author fays, morcover, That Twofamous
through this chain of mountains there went #igF»ays.

two highways, in which the Ingas thewed
their great gowcr ; one of them goes by the
mountain all paved for nine hundred leagues,
from Pofto to Chile : it was five and twenty
foot broad, and at every four leagues were
noble buildings; and to this day there are
the places called Zambos, which anfwer our
inns, where every thing ncceffary is to be
found by travellers ; and that which was
moft admirable, at each half-league there
were couriers and pofts, who were defigned
for the conveniency of paffengers, that they
might fend theig letters and advices where
they were requifite. The other way, which
was alfo of twenty-five foot broad, went by
the plain at the foot of the mountains, with
the g.mc proportion and beauty of inns and
palaces at every four leagues, which were
enclofed with high walls ; as alfo ftreams
and rivolets running through this way,
brought thither by art, for the refrethment
and recreation of travellers.

This is what Antonio de Herrera, and
other authors, who treat of the Indies, do
tell us about this famous Cordillera : now
I fhall relate what I myftlf have feen, and
do know about it.

And firft, I muft fuppofe, that though

thefe two highways run feparate and diftin&
through all Peru and Quito, yet they muft

grow nearer each other as they rife higher

in the mountain ; for when they come to
Chile, they are no longer two, " but one.
This is clearly found, by experience, in thofe
who crofs the Cordillera, to go from Chile to
Cuyo, as I have done feveral times, that I
have paffed this mountain, and never could
fee this divifion, but always continual and
pe al mountains, which ferve for walls
and fortifications on each fide to one which
rifes in the middle infinitely higher than
the reft, and is that which moit properly
is called the Cordillera. 1 am alfo perfwa-
ded, that the two ways above mentioned
came but to the boundaries of Chile, and
ended in thofe of Peru. I have, indeed, in
pafling the Cordillera, met with great old
walls of ftone on the top of it, which they
call the Ingas; which, they fay, were en-
campments, (though not his, tor he never
came to Chile,) but of his generals and armies
fent to conquer the country ; and ’tisnot im-

poffible but the faid two ways might be

continued on to thefe buildings ; but it was
not practicable, that it could be with that
c .

perfec-

B‘oo; I
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Sudden

-

ion, as in that part of the mountain
contained within the tropicks; where be-
caufe the hillsare more tra@able, fuch ways
might be made as they defcribe; butnot in
the mountains of Chile, which are one upon
another fo thick, that it is with great difficul-
ty that a fingle mule can go in the paths of
it: and:-the Cordillera grows rougher and
rougher; the more it draws nearer the pole,
fo that it appears to be above the compafs
of human power to open a way through it,
fo curious and finely contrived as it is re-
refented. It was not neceflary that the Inga
ﬁxould ufe fo much artand induftry, to make
admirable that which is already fo much
fo, as this mountain is in its whole courfe
through the kingdom of Chile, as it fhall
be fhewed when we difcourfe in particular
of its feveral parts and properties. For, firft,
fuppofing what we have faid of its running
fifteen hundred leagues in length, and forty
in diameter, its wonderful heighth makes it
aftonifhing : the afcent is fo prodigious,
that we imploy three or four days, in arriv-
ing to the top of it, and as many more
in the defcent, that is, fpeaking properly,
and only of the mountain, for otherwife it
may be affirmed, that one begins to mount
even from the fea-fide, becaufe all the way,
which is about forty leagues, is nothing
but an extended fhelving coaft ; for which
reafon the rivers run with fuch force, that
their ftreams are like mill-ftreams, efpe-
cially near their heads.
When we come to afcend the higheft

“ﬁ’"”x’ of point of the mountain, we feel an air fo

piercing and fubtile, that ’tis with much
difficulty we can breath, which obliges us

to fetch our breath quick and ftrong, and

to open our mouths wider than ordinary,
applying to them likewife our hankerchiefs
to condenfe our breath, and break the ex-
tream coldnefs of the air, and fo make it
more proportionable to the temperament,
which the heart requires, not to be fuffoca-
ted : This I have experienced every time
that I have paffed this mighty mountain.
Don Antonio de Herrera fays, That thofe
who pafs it in Peru, fuffer great reachings
and vomitings ; becaufe no one thing pro-
duces fo great an alteration at once, as a
fudden change of air ; and that of the moun-

tain_being fo unproportioned to common

refpiration, produces in thofe who pafs
over it thofe admirable and painfuleffeds.
He fays morcover, that thofe who have en-
deavoured to dive into the caufes of them,
do find;, That as that mountain is one of the
higheft intheworld, theairof it is fo extream
fubtile and fine, that it difcompofes the
temperament of the animal, as has been faid.
*Tis true, that in that part of the Cordil-
lera in Pery, which they cill Parigcaca,
there may be a concurrence of other caufes

. ftorms falling in the valleys and deep

s . Kigdm of CHILE.

Ir

and difpolition of the climpte, to whichOvarre.
i'?z be attribured fome of thefe effefts; for 1646.

ey were to be atrributed only to the Y.

heighth of _the mountain, we, that it
in Chile ought to find thofe inconvmﬁnc&ics
as much, or more, becaufe the mountain is
higheft without comparifon; and yet I ne-

-ver endured thofe reachings or vomitings,

nor have feen any of thofe motions in others,
but only the difficulty of breathing, which
I have mentioned.

Others experience other effects, which I Exbalations
have often heard them relate 3 for the ex-“nd orber

halations, “and other metcors, (which from
the earth feem fo high in the air, that fome-
times we take them for fars,) are there un-
der the feet of the mules, frighting them,
and buzzing about their Ears. We go

through the mountains treading, as it were,

upon clouds ; fometimes we fec the earth
without any oppofition to our fight, and

when we look up, we cannot fee the hea- .

vens for clouds; but when we are afcend-
ed to the higheft of the mountain, we can
no longer fee the earth for the clouds below,
but the heavens are clear and bright, and

the fun bright and fhining out, withoutany. -

impediment to hinder us from feeing its
light and beauty. '

meseors,

The Iris, or Rainbow, which updn the Rainbow,

carth we fee croffing the heavens, we fee it
from this heighth extended under our feet ;
whereas thofe on the lower parts fee it over
their heads: nor is it a lefs wonder, that
while we travel over thofe hills which are
dry and. frec from wet, we may. fee, as I
have done often, the clouds difcharge them-
felves, and overflow the earth with great
force ; and at the fame time that I was

contcmPlating, at a diftance, tempefts and

as I lifted up my eyes to heaven, I could
not but admire the ferenity over my head,
there being not fo much as a cloud to be
feen, to trouble or difcompofe that beautiful
profpeét.

places, -

The fecond thing which makes thissww.

mountain admirable,
fnow which falls upon it in winter, which
s fo grear, that though thefe mouncains are
fo high and broad, there is no part of them
uncovered with fnow, being in many places
feveral pikes deep. Iam not informed how
it is in the higheft partof all, which is moft
gzopcrly called the Cordillera, becaufe this
ing fo very high, that it is thought to
furpafs the middle region of the air, its
f)oint alone may perhaps be uncovered ; at
eaft, when 1 pafied it, which has been fome-
times in the beginning of winter, I have not
feen a crum of fnow ; when a little below,
both at the coming up and going down, it
was fo thick, as our mules funk in without
being able to go forward. B
: ut

{

is_the prodigious
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The Cordil-

after a glut of rain, which has lafted two
or three days, and the mountain appears

Jerawhizs Clear, (for all the time it rains ’tis covered
Srom sop 10 with clouds,) it feems white from top to

botrom
Pyt

of ram.

Valeanos.

bottom, and is a moft beautiful fight ; for
the air is fo ferene in thofe parts, that when
a ftorm is over, the heavens are fo bright,
even in the midft of winter, that there is

Of the Nusure and Properties of the

not a cloud to be feen in them for many
days ; then the fun fhining upon that pro-
digious quantity of fnow, and thofe coafts
and white fhelvings all covered with ex-
tended woods, produces a-profpect which,
even we that are born there, and fee it eve-
ry year, cannot forbear admiring, and
draws from us praifes to the great creator
for the wonderful beauty of his works.

CHAP VL |
Of the Vulcanos, and the Mines of Gold and Silver of the Cordillera.

HERE are in this Cordillera, or

chain of mountains, fixteen Vulcanos
which at feveral times have broke out, and
caufed effeéts no lefs admirable than terrible
and aftonifhing to all the country : amongft
the reft, that which happened in the year
1640. is worthy to be remembered. It
broke out in the enemy’s country, in the
territory of the Cacique Aliante, burning
with fo much force, that the mountain clea-

" wving in two, fent forth pieces of rock all

on fire, with fo horrible a noife, that it
was heard many leagues off, juft like the
going off of cannon.  In all that territory
the women mifcarried for fear, as fhall be
related more particularly in its proper place,
in the account I fhall give of tic ubjection
of all that country to our catholick king,
being moved thereunto by this and other
prodigies.

The firft of thefe Pulcanos is called the
Vulcano of Copiapo, and is in about twenty
fix degrees altitude of the pole, about the
confines of Chile and Peru ; in thirty de-
grees is that of Coquimbo; in thirty oneand
and a half that of La Ligua ; in thirty five
that of Peteroas in thirty fix and a half
that of Chilau; in thirty feven and a quar-
ter that of Antoco : this is followed by that
of Notuco in thirty eight and a half ; that
of Villarica is in thirty nine and three quar-
ters ; near this is another, whofe name I

know not, in forty and a quarter ; and in

forty one is that of Oforno 3 and near that,
in lefs than a quarter of a degree, that of
Guanabuca 5 and in a little more than for-
ty two degrees that of Quebucabi : and laft

_ of all are two more; one without a name,

in forty four; and that of §t. Clement, which
is in forty-five and a half. ,
Thefe are the known Polcanos of Chile :

we have no knowledge of others, which ma}i .

be as far as the Tierra del Fuego, becaufe
till this time our difcoveries have not gone
fo far 3 but there is no doubt but there are
fome, as they are to be found before one
comes to Chile, in the kingdoms of Peru
and Quito. Diego Ordonnes de Salvos, in
the third téook and cighteenth chapter of

hisVoyage through the whole Wordd, mentions, -

among the reft, onc that is ncar the fall
of theriver, in the valley of Cola; and fays,
it is on a mountain in the form of a fugar-
loaf, like that of La Plata in Potofi; and
that in winter it throws out fo much fmoak
and afhes, that it burns up all the grafs
within two leagues round about it.

He likewife mentions another in the en-
trance of the province of Los Quixos, ncar
the town of Mafpa; and fpeaks of another,
which broke out near Qxifo, in a mountain
called the Pinta: and he affirms, that the
athes fly two leagues and 2 half from the
mountain ; and he has feen them lie on the
houfes above four foot decp in the nearcft
places to the mountain.

Laftly, he tellsof that of Ariguipa, which
buried the vineyards, and had almoft over-
whelm’d the city. To this day there are
feen the effe@s of that defolation, which
ruined many families, by.:deftroying their
houfes and poffeflions. At the fame time
he obferves, that the earthquakes which be-
fore were frequent, ceafed from that time;
and this perhaps may be the reafon why the
earthquakes in Chile have always been confi-
derably lefs than thofe of Peru, becaufe
Chile has more breathing holes for the va-
pours to exhale by.

There is no room for doubting of the im-
menfe riches which thefe mountains enclofe
in their bowels ; for ’tis a certain argument,
and proof of it, to fee only the. mincral

‘riches of Chile, which are, as it were, in-

dixes of what may be contained in thofe
rocks, as the rivers which fertilize the coun-
try are a proof of the unexhaufted fountains
contained in the rocks and precipices.

I think there may be two caufes affigned, The eon-
why thefe riches do not manifeft themfelves ::::;;{:f
; . . . rom all
ftate reafon, and inviolable maxim among foreign nax
the Indians, to conceal and not.difcovertens. s 8

p maxim of

« . urnmong
fo punétually, that it is among them a ca=pe Indians.

nor appear more : the firft is, that genera

them to any other nation. This they obfcrve

pital crime, punifhable with death, rto
break filence in this matter, which they
make facred and indifpenfible ; and it any

one
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one among them, either out of intereft,
negligence, or any other motive of conve-
niency, difcovers any thing of this kind,
his death is infallible, and no power on
earth can fave him.
4 vemar. 1 remember on this fubject, that fome
able rels- gentlemen having, by prefents, infinuations,
sim of 4 and flatteries, come to the knowledge of
Jowrmey ¥ fome treafure by the means of an Indian,
fearch of and prevailed with him at laft to guide
Jfome ric them to fome very rich mines in a remote
mints.  mountain, he begg'd earnettly of them to
be fecret, or otherwife he was a dead man,
let them take never fo much care of him.
They promifed him accordingly, and fo
they fet out, and he brought them through
horrid rocks and precipices, where it lgok’d
as if never man hlnd chf his fgot, xglr fcarce
any living animal. Ew a met
wigh cert%in marks, whif:tl'? theYIndi?;t had
told them of beforehand: Firft, after fo
many days they difcovered a red mountdin;
and then at certain diftance from that a
black one on the left-hand; then a wval-
. ley, which began from a monftrous high
mountain or rock ; then at {o many leagues
a mountain of chalk. All'which figns the
guide went fhewing them, verifying there-
by the relation he had given them before-
hand, and comforting them up.to endure
the hardfhip, by the hopes of fulfilling at
laft their expettation, and feeing their la-
bour rewarded. ‘
Their provifions failed them, and they
&% were forced to come back to provide more,
i to purfue their enterprize. The Indian
was always in fear of being difcovered,
knowing that he run in that no lefs a ha-
zard than that of his life. They returned
then to a town ; and to fecure their Indian
trom his fright of being difcovered, they
locked him up in 2 room very fafe ; “but the
night before they were to fct out again,
without ever being able to difcover how
it was done, (for there was no figns by the
door of any body’s going in that way,) as
they went to call the fzdtan in the morning,
they found him ftrangled; by which
means, being deprived of their ingent, and
having loft the hopes of fatisfying their de-
fire, they rewurned to their own homss,

ing encouraged by fo much as they had
- already difcovered.

The other reafon to be affign’d for not
feeking after thefe mines, is the great
plenty of every thing necefiary for life ; fo
that hunger, which is the prompter of co-
vetous defires, being wanting, there are
few that care to run a hazard, and lofe
their conveniencies at home, to go through

" . impra&icable defarts upon fearch after hud-
’ den treafure;  particularly finding already
fo much in the valleys bottoms, rivers,

Vou, IIL

though with a refolution to try again, be-’

Kingdow of CHILE. 13

and founmains; nay, even thefe mines in the OVALLE.

low countries are not wrought, becaufe the _ 1646-

profit of other produéts is cafier. 'Tis
probable that people will increaf:; for
every day there is a mew addition; and
there then being more confumers, the pro-
duct of the land will be dearer; and' pro- -
vifions not -being fo cheap as now, ' men
will be more ingenious and induftrious to
feek for fuftenance under ground, by the
mines and treafures hid there by provi-
dence. _ '

Thefe few years laft paft have given be-
ginning to a difcovery of fome golden
mines, and filver ones, on each fide of the
Cordillera : for as I paffed over it once, I
remember that the fight difcovers a2 black
mougtain at a diftance, whofe top fhines as
if it were coyered with filver ; amf{ it is a
common tradition that it contains it, and
great treafures befides, in its bowels; .but
they are ac prefent ufelefs, for the reafons
alledged ; and becaufe one half of the year
the mountain is covered with fnow, and fo
not only uninhabitable, but impenetrable.
- They write me word, that on the fide 1;%'"".;/[
of the province of Cuyo, they have begun ¥ f":;:,,
to difcover other very-rich ‘mines, which e
being below the rougheft part of the moun-
tain, may be wrought all the year round,
and with great conveniency of the miners,
and other neceffary workmen, becaufe carts
may come to the very fituation of the mine,
which is of confideracion” for the price of
the metal. They fpeak of it with great
cxpeétation, by reafon of the good proofs
they have already had in the affaying of
it in fmall quantities. '

Befides the mines of gold, and filver,
and brafs, and lead, which are work’d in
Coquimbo, and thofe of quick-filver, which
have been difcovered within thefe few years \
in Lamacbe, which is a valley in Chile,
I do not know of any others of any other
fort in this Cordillera. 1 am vcri{y -
fuaded thgre are forme of chryftal; for,
confidering the nature of the place, I cannot
think there is one any where more proper.
Being in the valley of Rancagua, 1 heard
one of our nation tell an Jndian, that up-
wards in the mountain he had found a2 great
deal of chryftal: he hearing this, out of
curiofity went up to fee what it was; and
I heard him tell, thar after having gone
over feveral rocks, he faw on the top of a°
precipice a great opening, ‘and that draw-
ing near to it, he faw a profound cave,
and1 in 1Ehc: bottom of it a grear plank or
table of chryftal, which appeared “to him
of the fineft fort; but wamiqmgmrl:;lg ‘and
inftruments to get it out, he with
only this information, and fome little pieces
of a chryftal ftone which he found on the
top. - _
' F : CHAP-
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P CHAP VIL
- Of the Fomtai:u, Rivers, and Brooks of the Cordillera.
o mam. 7YV H AT which contributes nota little morning, they having had all the night to

ber of fomn- to the admiration we have for this

}“,'”’ . great chain of mountains, is the vaft num-
it endber of fountains, {prings, brooks, and ri-

~ rivers..  vers, which we meet with ever and anon,

when we go over it: they are fo nume-
rous, that ’tis a thing rather to be chn
. than related, though the travellers reap
. but little benefit by the curious obfervation
- of them ; for by them the ways are the
moft broken and troublefome that ’tis pof-
fible to imagine: they laft about eight
days journey. One muft fuppofe too, that
the fummer is pretty well enter’d ; for in
winter they are abfolutely impaffable, and
in the fpring not without evident danger
of one’s life ; becaufe” one travels all the
way on a path fo narrow, that there is but
juft room for a mule’s feet.  On one fide
are prodigious precipices, which have at
.the bottom a furious and profound river ;
and on the other hand huge rocks, and
fome part of them ftanding out fo, that if
the mule’s loading, (as it often happens,
and I have feen it,) touches part of them,
. it throws down the mule headlong, and
fends her rowling down till fhe comes 1o
the river at the bottom, which carries her
away to the fea without ftopping, except
it happen upon fome turning of the river
to get it on fhoar; where, though the la-
ding may be faved, yet not the mule’s life,
becaufe 1t is impoffible almoft to get her
up again. ' T
Many pla- In many places one is forced to lite;
ces Zm.;, and even a man on foot is not very. fafe, be-

paffasle. ~ caufe fome of the coafts are fo ftreight and

fli , that it frights one to walk on
thfgry’rhe afcmcsraﬁl:i defcents of the hills
are fo fteep, that when from below one
looks at thofe who are above, they look like
figures ; and for my part I thought it a te-
merity, if notan impoffibility, to venture

to get up to them.
. The brooks' and rivers which crofs the

Rapud ri- : .

ers. ways every ftep are fo violent, that there
. isno head fo ftrong, but it tumns to look
on their current ; which is fo fwift, that if
it comes up to the mule’s faddle, there is
no paffing without evident danger of one’s
life; for thefe ftreams coming from on
high, have the fh'en&g.lth of a mill-ftream,
~ carrying along with them loofe ftones,which
“overturn a loaded mule as it were a chicken;
fo that ’tis neceflary fometimes to ftay two
or three days till the fun does not fhine;
for then thefe brooks are lower, becaufe
there is lefs fnow melted : and for this rea-
fon ’tis always beft to pdfs early in the

thefe rivulets,

run lower.

It was neceffary for an allay of the dan- Zhe greas
gers and irkfomenefs of thefe ways, that 2474 ¢
God fhould temper the rigour of “the fuf* Guersing.
ferings, by the variety and diverfion which
fo many waters give in their rife and courfe::
fome are to be feen breaking out from almotft
an imperceptible heighth, and meeting with
no intermediate objett, the whole mafs of
water, which s ufually very great, diffolves
itfelf by the way into fo many drops, which
make a lovely profpet, like fo much pearl
falling ; and being mingled by the force
of the air, which drives them acrofs one
upon tht other, it feems a chain hanging
from its firft iffue to the carth; where,
taking another fhape, it becomes a run-
ning brook, and unites with the current
of the chief river which runs in the middle.

I faw others, which, before they got to
the earth, divided into two branches, form-
ing like a thick fhower in the midft of the
way, or atomes in the fun-beams; but tis
impofiible to paint all the variety of ob-
Jeéts produced by thefe feveral motions and :
compofitions of ftreams and fountains. IZos ojos &
cannot leave them without mentioning one4gxs..¢r
called the Eyes of Water, which is very/?s"
remarkable; ’tis in the laft me/z but one,
at the foot of the mountain. I called it
mefa, becaufe providence has, for the re- .
lief of travellers, difpofed, at fome leagues
diftance, little valleys and agreeable plains,
which eafe the travellers in this moft te-
dious and long afcent.

This valley is environed with a wall of
moft prodigious high rocks; it may be 2
mile or thereabouts in its diameter, and is
all the year round full of greens, odorife-
rous plants and Bowers, which make it a
picture of paradife: in the midft of it
fprings up this fountain, or fountains, be-.-
caufe the fprings of water are many thar
rife from the ground all abour, leaping
with great force into the air, which in 2
little fpace all unite, and make two great
bodies, each of them full of water, as clear
as chryftal. Thefe two heads begin a kind
of combat a little below, and mingling
in their courfe with one another, as if fome
ingenious artift had ordered it, make a
great many turnings and windings, fome-
times far from one another, and fometimes
united through the whole valley, till at
the end of it, joining together, they fall
into one camal, which empties itfelf into
the principal river, compofed by many of

One¢
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The waters

oxXITA®
oold.

Rio de
Mendogs.

One property of all thefe cbry&%:
is extream €00 which they never Tofe,
no, not when the fun fhinés out moft in
the heat of the day; it is fuch, thit no
body can drink half a cup full of it with-
out reting, or taking breath; and though
all thefe fprings have this quality, yet
none in fo intenfe a degree as this fountain
of Lass gjes de agua; of which, though the
weather be never fo hot, ’tis not poffible
to drink above two or three fups; and one
can hardly endure to hold the water in one’s
hand above a2 minute.

Bchind one of thofe high mountains
which is to the eaft of this fountain, there
is a great lake or pond, fo deep and clear;
that 1t ap as iIf it were of azure ; and

there is a tradition, that the laft of the In-

gas, kings of Peru, caufed vaft quantities
of treafure to be thrown into it, when he
faw that he could not redeem himfelf, nor
fave his life by them ; though it feems hard
to believe they fhould go fo far to do a
thing they might have executed much near-
er home. The waters of this lake have no
iffue, being environed on all fides with very
high rocks, and therefore ’tis thought that
it comes under ground to thofe fountains
called the Ojos de agua, and empties idelf
by them, '

I cannot pafs over in filence another foun-
tain which s at the foot of the Cordillera,
on the other fide towards Cuyo. There is
ariver called the Rio de Mendoga, which
comes down from the caft, not inferior to
that of Aconcaqua in Chile, which runs to
the weft into the fouth fea. Into thefe two
rivers arc emptied nmoft of the lictle ftreams
of the mountain; that of Mendiga meet-
ing in its way with a chalky mountain,
bores it quite through, and leaves a bridge

“broad enough for three or four carts to pafs

a-breaft. Under this bridge is a great -
ble of rock, over which run five different
ftreams of water, proceeding from fo many
fountains; which warter is extream hot,
and very good for many diftempers. The
ftones over which it runs are of a y
like emerald. The vault of this bridge
furpaffes in* beauty all that human art can
produce;; for there hang down from it fe-
veral ificles, in fha of flowers, and
pendants of a ftone like falt'; for the hu-
midity which penetrates from above, makes
it congeal like points of diamonds, and

‘ ‘CH AP VIL
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tity of t drops, as big as fome,
antzothgcr?asbig a.syolksofcgzsf:which
falling upon the ftone table I have men-
tioned, are turned into ftones of fewveral
thapes and colours, of no fmall value,
here is another bridge on the other

i5

7‘0! lngl';

fide, call’d the Jnga’s bridge; cither bécaufe 4"

he caus’d it to be built, or becaufe (as is
more probable) his generals were the firft
difcoverers of it, and pafs’d overit; for it
is not poffible that any human art could,
make fo bold an attempt as has been
brought to pafs by the author of nature
in this place. This bridge is form'd by
a moft prodigious high rock, which is clo-
ven in two, as if it had been fawed down,
only cover’d on top: it is hollow to the
very river, which 1s large and rapid, and
yet the noife of it is no more heard on the
‘top, than if it were a little brook ; which
is a_ftrong argument of the great diftance
there is between the top and the bottom
of the mountain; for the opening not be-
ing above eight foot over, it being eafy
to leap from one fide to the other, it
would be thought, thata great river be-
ing fo ftreightened as to go through i,
thould make a very great noife in pafling
fuch a ftreight place with fo much force;
and if the notife does not reach the ear,
’tis becaufe of the great diftance. .1 nly-
felf have gone to the fide of this bridge,
and look’d down, (though with great hor-
ror, for ic ftrikes a thivering into one,
to contemplate fuch a depth, than which
I have not feen a2 more terrible one;) |
not only did not hear ‘any noife, but that
great river appear’d a little brook, hardly
to be difcern’d. '
Thefe are the entertainments for the eye
in paffing this part of the Cordillera: as
for the many others which may be met with
in fo vaft an extent, who can relate them?
I believe there are thofe who know much
more than what I have here defcrib’d,which
is only what I have feen 5 but from fo lit-
tle ’us eafy to infer more ; for if only the
rife of two rivers have afforded fuch mat-
ter of admiration, what may not be pro-
duced in the birth and courfe of fo many
others, as we fhall defcribe in the follow-
.ing chapter

4

Of the vaft Number of Rivers which take their Rife in this Mosntain, end
' empty themfelves into the Sea. ' _

THE great author of nature has

founded the beft part of the beau

and fecundity of the ficlds of Céile in this
J

range of mountains call’d the Cordillera,
in which, as in a bank that can never break,
he has depofited its treafure and riches, by

' : affuring
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Ovatte.affiring the annual tribute of fo many
1648 brooks anid ample rivers which are to fer-
tilize the earth; for neither can the coun-
tfy mainwin its fertility without fuch
moifture, nor fuch a moifture maintain it
felf all the year without fuch quantities of
fnow, as are laid up in the deep hollows of
it in the winter, to feed in the fummer
the many rivers that are derived from it.
Who can demonftrate the number of
them at their rife? But (;ne mayhgzcﬁ at
the prodigious quantity of fnow which fup-
plxsprtggr?, forqmth‘:)utgyh it cannot be feen
all in a mafs, bemu&é;tsrzkmtora. are
im ble, itse o manifeft it;
formbeﬁdcs thcyef::eding of innumerable ri-
vets which run to the eaft, and empty
themfelves into the north fea, and fupply-
ing prod.i%ious lakes in the province of
Cuyo, thofe which run to the weft, and
enter the fouth-fea, (not reckoning what
may be by the ftreights of Magellan, and
the Tierra del Fuego,) are above fifty,
which may be well mukiplied by four a-
piece more which they receive, and fo
make two hundred ; which arrive at the
fea fo full anddeep, that fome of them have
water enough for the navigation of the gal-
loons and fhips of great burden; which is
the more to be admir’d, becaufe their courfe
, is fo mcts;, thle moft extended of them not
.- - pafling thirty leagues-in length.
The saz  The ﬁrlr{yriver of this kingdom, begin-
River.  ning from the confines of Peru about the
25th degree of latitude, is the river called
the Salt River, which comes from the Cor-
diliera, ing through a deep valley : its
watersarefo falt, thatthey cannotbe drank ;
" and when forhetimes horfes, deceived by its
pure clear colours, happen to drink of them,
they are tumned into falt by the heat of the
fun, fo that the bodies feem of pearl, they
beginning te petrify by the tail.

The next to this is the rivcrl of Copiapo,
in 26 degrees; it runs y leagues from
caft o weft, and makes a bay at its en-
trance into the fea, which ferves for a har-
bour for fhips. In 28 degrees the river of
Gadfco does the fame, and forms a port.

.~ After this comes the river of Cogquimbo
in 30 d whofe port is a noble bay
adorn’d on the thore with frefh and beauti-
ful myrtles, and other trees, which con-
tinue within land as far as the town, and
make a noble and pleafant grove, which
out-does all the contrivances of art. There
are fifh’d in this-coaft tunny-fith, alpucores,
and many forts of excellent fith, asalfo oy-
fters, and grear variety of fhell-fith.

The next to the river of Coguimdo are
thofe of Tomgoy and Limari about 30
degrees and a half eaft : and then in 31 de-
grees the river of Cbwapa empties itfelf
tnto the fa}. Upon that coaft there is found

>

Copiapo

Guafeo.

Tongey and

Chuspa,
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a fort of delicate fhell-fith, which they call
Jjacas.

Between the one and thirticth degres,
and the two and thirticth, the rivers Longo- Losgoroma,
toma and La Liga enter the fea; and about£4 124

thi.ngl three degrees that of Aconcagua, ,,:,,:""
which is the great river which comesdown,
as we have faid, by the way of the Cordil-
lera.- This is a very deep river; and
though it runs through the large valleys of
Curimon, Acomcagua, Quilsta, and Concon,
which being cultivated with all kinds of
produdts, particularly wheat, flax, hemp,
&¢c. and by confequence well water’d, yet
this river arrives at the fea as full and decp
as if they had not drained it by the way
to fertilize their fields.

About thirty three and a half, follows
the famous river Maypo, which I cannot sz
tell whether it be more famous for its good
qualidies, or for the danger and difficulty
of paffing it, many having becn drowned
in 1t, and cvc? day mifcarrying by it. It
is of fo rapid a current, and fometimes
fwells fo high, that no bridge can refit its
fury, but it is carried away by it; for
which reafon, at this day it has no other
but one of many cables join’d together,
and lying a-crofs from one fide to the
other. Its waters are ordinarily thick ; and
it enters the fea with,fo much force, that
it makes its way in 1t diftiné fora good
while; its waters are perfeitly known from
thofe of the fea by a circle they make:
they are befides very cold, and yet it
quenches thirft but ill, for it is brackith,
which makes the flefh of the fheep which
feed near it, to be excellent in tafte. There
are fifh’d here alfo moft excellent fith,
particularly trouts, efteem’d all over the
country. _

There falls into this river, among others,
that of Si. Fago, otherwife called these. 7ag,
river of Mapecho which is divided intoor Aupo-
feveral fireams, to water the diftrit of*”
that city; and it does it fometimes more
than we could with, when it overflows.
Not far from the city, it hides itfelf under
ground, leaving 2 bridge of two or three
leagues over it, while it maintains a filent
courfe underneath ; at the end of this fpace_
it comes out in bubbles among a grove of
cherry trees, with its waters as clear and
purified as chryftal; fo that though it
feems to hide it felf, and die, 1t is only

to fpring up again more beautiful and
ftately, being of a ftronger current, be-

fore 1t is again fpread and diffufed to fer-
tilize the fields. Av this place of its fe-
cond birth, there ftands an ancient and il-
luftrious convent of St. Francis, which,
becaufe it is within fight of a vaft for-
reft of trees, is called St. Francis of the
Mountain, in which there have been, fr_om

nme.
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zcal and reputation of their order. at all inferior to the other; it enters the

as

Passgme.  The river of Poangue, which falls like- faa about the : ¢ T

wife into Maypo, runs alfo many leagues minutes; abour four of fve leagures before B0

under ground: this cannot rife with more tbctwoﬁqnxsrivasof(:z:hz;wlaxﬂ.

advantages than at its firft fountains for Tugwiritica join > and are no lefs

its waters are, at the very fource, fo clear, mdebttonnnkhdﬁrthcnun_v people

delicate, and fweet, that they cannot be have fwallowed, than thatof Mzype.

mended ; it has not its original like all the Among others  which increafe theyr rapid

reft from fnow water, but from minerals current, are the rivers AMalix: and Chazr- Nalia =

of gold, through whofe veins it makes jrs bareige : on the kanks of this the order Cam=

Way, as if it had an aquedu@ of that pre- of the Redemption has a convent, for the 1. 70>

cious metal : its courfe is border’d on each ftrotion and edification of i that coun-

fide with moft beautiful trees, which con- trgo The Fefwites hiv: a1 2 novitice,

tribute to make its waters wholefome - Who have for neighbours 2 monztbery of

are indeed of themfelves a remedy s for St. Dsminick. The lands therzabouss are

they help digeftion fo vifibly, that if any extream fertile, have excollen: pafturcs for

one has exceeded and eat more than his the fattenning of arde, and arc nmuch va-

ftomach can well embrace, one draught of lued all over the country. In thirty four

this water will relieve him, fo that he fhall degrees and three qureers is the river,

be hungry again in a little time. Neither is  Delora, which reccives  thofe of Temo, Deors,

it ufelefs under ground; for while it is Peterroa, and ) ezgxs, whofe ttream is Temo, Pe-

there, it communicates it felf to the whole fo rapdd, that many ‘perith in ir. Thefs t=ros. axd

valley by fubterranean conduits : the et  rivers water moft rich lands, and 2 ddli- ‘

of which is vifible; for though in the fum- cious councry for the breeding and fecd-

mer it does not rain a drop, and thevalley ing of all forts of cartle ; and indecd there

has no other watering, yet it brings'as fea- is not 2 foot of ground unimployed in

fonable a crop, and as relifhing fruit, as them. .

any other that has the help of rain and The great Mawle appears at thirty five 75 Mavce.

other irrigations; neither have I feen any  degrees; and it makes the limiss of the

where larger or more delicious melons, nor archbifhoprick and Jurifdi@ion of tre city

more abounding and well grown maiz, than of §;. Faza: all that was inclofed berween

in this valley. this and Rapel, Cachavoal, and Tixzyiri-

DeColia ~ There arc two other rivers which fal] tica, was called by the nararal Ini:zas Pro-prome.

#4130 into Maypo, which are alld D Colina  mocaes, that is, a place of dancing and de- cacs.

it f,,,,:,, and Lampa; which uniting together about light, to exprefs the plealintefs of thar

lake of  ten or twelve leagues from their firft rife, country. They were not out in this cha-

Cudiguel. make the famous lake of Cudaguel fo raerar all: | remember once, that -
profound and dcelp, that great fhips mighe velling in this country, when Icame wo 5 -
fwim in it : this lake is aboyt two l;:\‘_ﬁ-: farm of any Spexiard, ' he would entertzin
long, all bordered with delicate wi 1 i
trees, and other greens, which keep their that with fo many that I could
frefhnefs and greennefs all the year round; not imagine it could be our.done by any
and, rthat nothing mn{ be wanting to its in the worki 5 bur when I came to another
agreeablenefs, it 1s full of excellent trous farm, the mafter of it would relare to me
and vagres, which fometimes are fo plen-  fuch admirable propertcs of his, that the
tiful, that they are calily catched; and firft feemed but ordimary to me.
this ufes to be one of the greateft diver- I found i
fions of the citizens of the city of 8. Fa-  he lived on, thac
£0.  There are other lakes, as thof of the
Aculco, which empty themfelves into this the
river of Mayps, on' the contrary fide to land
that of the clear river : there are alfo bred tidge are abounding, and all - manner
in ir, fmelts of above 2 foot long ; the of game; and as for fith, there arc fuch
very name in Spanifh declaring their excel- quantites of fmelrs and trouts, thar ther
lency, it fignitying a royal fith: fome wke them when they will, being as fure
years there are fuch plenty of them, that  almoft to carch them, as if they hud them
the whole city may ﬁeepo Lent with them  in ponds ar home. I have
alone, without buying any other fith from often fay, thar when they were fat do
the fea; which, though it is very good, table, if any one longed for
yet it never attains to the dclimcy of the they had no more to do, than ro &nd apd
- Vou, III. F cwh
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Ovatrre.catch one, which they would have read
1646.  dreffed before they rife from the table. The
river Maule receives the clelalr riv;xc', and 5hnt
Ciuquenes. Of Cauguenes 3 and though it be as deep
again a;_gucir.hcr of r.hcml,ld ycf;iz is lefs dan-
gerous for paffengers, a r people are
drowned in it ; becaufe near the fea, by the
yard for building of fhips, it {preads itfelf,
and makes a large paffage, where the king
has a ferry for the conveniency of pafiengers.
The Auftin friars have alfo a convent here,
and take care of the Spanmiards; and their
black and Indian fervants, who people all
the banks of this river, and are numerous,
living in feparate farms all along the coun-
try: thefe they call Effancias.
City of the _Now we enter the jurifdiction of the city
Concep-  of the Conception, where the governor re-
tion.  fides; and there is a garrifon of the militia.
The bithoprick of the city of Imperial be-
gins alfo at this river, which has for next
and immediate neighbour the peaceable and
noble river of ltata, three times as large,
and as deep as the Muule, and enters the
fea at about thirty fix degrees: its courfe is
among rocks, and fo is lefs ufcful to the
land, becaufe it cannot water it: They
pafs it upon rafts, and there are alfo fords
in fome places. About the middle of its
courfe, the furious torrent called Nuble joins
it : this wathes the walls of the city of
St. Bartholomew of Chillan, an antient gar-
rifon of the Spaniards, and a fingular proof
of their bravery and fidelicy.

Immediately next to this river is the
fpacious and aBrecable bay of the Concep-
tion, into which the flow and filent river of
Andalien empties itfelf at thirty fix degrees
and three quarters. Therc is another {mall
- river which paffes through the middle of

the city, having firft precipitated itfelf from
a high rock, and affording matter to the
induftry of the inhabitants, for all forts of
water-works among pleafant groves of lau-
rels, and myrtles, and other odoriferous

lants which adorn its banks ; and as it

Ils from fo high, it invites the induftrious
planters to contrive mills for the fuftenance
of the city ; of which there are already a
great many.

Two leagues further from this bay, in
the thirty feventh degree, the fo-much cele-
brated Biobio enters the fea. It is the moft
powerful river of all Chile : it has at its en-
trance two or three miles in breadth, more
or lefs, according as it fwells or fhrinks,
which is a great deal, confidering its fhort
courfe : but that is not the chief thing
which makes it famous, and deferve fo much
praife ; it is its wholfome waters; for (be-
fides the particular excellency they may ac-
quirc, by pafling through veins of gold,
which neverthelefs many other rivers of this

J

Itata.

Nuble.

Bay of the
Concep-
tion.

Biobio.

Of the Nature and Properties of the

the Indian enemies :

countrg have too,) it'has a fingular advan-
tage, by a fmall river which talls into it 5
which river, taking its rife and courfe
among Sarzaparilla roots, communicates
to the other its virtue and good qualities,
and makes it a cure for many infirmities.
There is a tradition, That at the fource of
this river there were moft rich mines,work’d
before ever the Spaniards came into thefe
parts. Upon this information, Don Albon/o
de Sottomayor, prefident of the country, fent
a band of} foldiers to view them, as they
did ; though as they came back, they werc

-laid wait for by the Indians, our enemies,

and had a fmart engagement with them,
and had much ado to efcape with their lives.
This Indian people do always as much as
they can to hide trom theEuropeais the tres-
fures and riches of their country, as it has
been faid already.

This river is the bounds which divides
the Spaniards and our Indian fricnds from
in winter the river
overflows fo, that all the fords are unpaf-
fable; and fo the foldiers may take fomc re-
pofe till the fpring, at which time they are
to begin their inreads again. The enemy on
his fide has no garrifon, nor place of
ftrength ; for they truft to their mountains,
to which they can retire at any time : but
the Spaniards hive many garrifons all along
the river, with which they bridle and keep
in awe the potent rag¢ of their. proud cne-
my, who alone has given them more trou-
ble than all the reft of America.

Their chief forts, befides the cities of
the Conception and Chillan, are thofe of A-
rauco and §z. Pbilip, in which there are ge-
nerally about fixteen hundred natural Spa-
niards, befides the Indian allics, who are
numerous. The firft of thefe is upon the
fea-fide, and the other nearer the Cordillera.
There are others between on each fide of
the river, and fome pretty far into the ene-
mies country. I can name nine of thefc
forts ; which are, that of §¢. .nz0/, of the
Nativity, of St. Ann, of St. Rofendo, of Geod
Hope, of Talmacabuida, of St. Peter, of Col-
cuta, and thatof Levo. Thefe arcall pro-
vided with great guns, and a fufficient num-
ber of foldiers ; and at fuch proportionablc
diftances from each other, that they can
foon receive notice of what is neccffary to
be known from the firft to the laft by the
cannon-fhot, according, as it may have been
concerted beforchand.

Thesxompany of Fefus has here two re-
cidencies, one in Arauce, and the other in
the fort of Good Hope 3 from whence they
alfo make their attempts, not againft the
bodies, but to fave the foulsof their enemics,
engaging with hell itfelf, and obtaining
over 1t daily and glorious victorics, as-it

. thali
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CHAP. 9.

fhall be told in its proper place; for now
we muft follow the defcription alr zady be-
' of the rivers of Chile.

Colawrs, ™ After Biobio follow four others much in-
Jrwac ferior to it : they are the rivers of Colcu~
..a"i':m ra, Arauco, Lavapie, and Levo, which
empties idfelf near'the thirty eighth degree ;
Ralemo, o 5nd 3 little further, that ot Ralemo, which,
Corr- 3 lirtle from its fource, is called Coypo, in
near thirty nine degrees. The pleafant and

Imperial, ceful river of the Imperial enters the fea,
ving firft incorporated with its ftream,

Ladies  the river called the Ladies River, becaufe of
River.  the delicacy of its waters and quiet current.
More above, nearer its fource, it receives
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the two rivers of Cyrarava and Eyow,OvaLLe.

which, before they meet to enter the river  1646.
Imperial, form the much-celebrated lake of Cararava
Puren, a moft unconquerable fortrefs of the g Eyow
Indians, who are more fecure in it, than the form rhe
Spaniards in any of theirs. o
About half a degree beyond the river

.Cauren, which is the fame as the Imperial,

the river Tolten pays its tribute to the fea, Toiten.
and is deep enough for great thips. About

cight leagues further the river Quenl doesQueu.
the fame; which, though fmall, yer re-

ceives barks in it, and is about nine ?c:xg'ucx N
upon a north and fouth line from the fa-

mous river of Valdivia.

CHAP IX
Of the femous Port and River of Valdivia.

TH E river and port of Valdivia, never
enough commended by foreign wri-
ters, and no lefs admired by thofe who have
feen it, had its name from Pedro de Vald;-
via,- firft governor and conqueror of Chile.
It is, as it were, in the centre of the whole
kingdom, at almoft forty degrees latitude,
fouth-weft from Seville in Spain ;3 upon a
lain map one thoufand nine hundred and
chen leagues, meafured by the heavens.
The fun is five hours, and a'third part of
an hour, in going from the meridian of Se-
willa, to the meridian of Paldivia 3 fo that
when it is noon at Seville, *tis in Paldivia
fix aclock and forty minutes in the morn-
" ing. Its longeft day is of fourteen hours,
or thereabouts. )
Defriprion  This river has its opening to the north;
of ¢he rreer and becaufe of the depth of its waters, great
o Valivis. fhips can go up to the very city, which is
two or three leagues from the fea : when
they are there, they can lie fo near the
fhoar, as with a plank to go in and out,
and take in and unlade their cargo, with-
out the help of boats. There is juft over-
againft the city, a2 fine ifland, called the
Iflatrd of Conftantine, with two little ones,
one before, and the other behind the ifland.
The ‘river is navigable on both fides the
ifland ; but becaufe the fouth branch has
more depth, the great fhips come in that
way, and the lefler by the north branch.
Therc are two high points of land, like
rocks, which mark the entrance of this ri-
ver 3 the biggeft is to the north, and is
called Bonifacio’s Hill 5 the fouth is leffer,
and is called Gergalo®s Hill. When one is
entered fome way up the river, there is an-
other ftreighter paffage, which is the key
of the port, or rather ports, becaufe there
arc many harbours within.  This entrance
has alfo two hills, which come fo near each
other, that I have heard a captain, who

was fent to {ound the river, relate, That in -

the middle he was within musKet-fhot of
cither hill 5 the fouth one is called Morro
de los Marganos, and the oppofite Morro
de Niera : fo that, according’to this ac-
count, there might be an, irggschain haid
from the one to the other, with which, and
two forts raifed on each. fidg;. ghe entrance
would be made impenetrable. )

As foon as this ftreight is pafled, thercThe pore.
is on the fouth fide a noble port; for though
all the river may be called fo, for the quict-
nefs of its water, yet this is more advanta-
gioufly firuated, by being covered with
the mountains of the land : ’tis called the
port of the Corral: it forms a bay capable
of receiving great fleets.  When you have
pafied this port, there appears ‘the firft
ifland 3 between which and the land on the
fouth-fide, there are many fhoals and finds ;
wherefore the fhips take the north-fide, and
go between this ifland and the great one ;
and then follow their courfe up to the city,
by the channel of the greatifland. The leffer
veflels may keep the other fide of the ifland.

Befides all thefe good qualities, this port
has other advantages from the land, by the
fertility of the country, which produces
corn, and fruits of all kinds, except grapes,
which do not ripen here fo well as in other
parts of Chile, from which wine is brought
to thefe parts: but it has great plenty of
beef and mutton, fowls and venifon. If has
alfo wood for the building of thipping; and
that which is above all, it has the richeft
mines of the fineft gold in Chile; and in all
America there is none comes up to i, but
the gold of Carabaya.

Thhis is the account of Antonio de Herre-
ra. Headds, That there was an Indian,
who had every day a revenue of twenty five -
or thirty Pefos of gold ; which being ob-
ferved by the governor Valdivia, he fent
the Adelantado Hycromimo de Aldevate to
Spain,. to inform_ his catholick majefty of

. the
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the great riches of the kingdom of Chile,
that his majefty might make the more ef-
teem of it ; and to invite foreigners to come
and people the country, and help him to
conquer it, he fent fome Spaniards by land,
whofe ftirrups, breaft-plates, and all thqt ufe
to be of iron about a horfe, were of fine
gold ; and that, not fatisfied with this, he
had refolved to go in perfon, to inform his
majefty, and obtain from him the confirma-
tion of his government: to which end he
employed twenty thoufand Indians to bring
him gold, defigning to embark and fail
through the ftreights of Magellan, if death
had not prevented him. -

This city was founded by the governor
Valdivia in the year 1552. upon a high
rifing, but plain fide of a hill, and above
the reft of the country.

The famous Indian lady Recloma was ve-
ry inftrumental in helping towards its con-
queft and foundation. The ftory was thus:
The Spanifb forces were come to this river,

. conquering the country all the way betore

them ; but here the Indians not being wil-
ling; to let foreigners fettle in their country,

took up arms, and making the river ferve

for their defence, hindred the progrefs of
Valdivia, and gave him great trouble. But
he being a man of great courage, was not
daunted by this refiftance, but endeavoured
to pafs the river to engage the enemy.
Upon this occafion, this brave Indian la-
dy, cither infpired by heaven, or touched
by compaffion of fo much blood as muft be
fhed on both fides, in the rencounter, of=
fered the governor, that fhe alone would
gain him the victory, without any other
force, than that of her eloquence and coura-
gious mind.  Stay bere, fays the, and go no
further 5 for I will put all this province into
thy bands, and will make thec this day, lord of
all that thy eyes can difcover.  Stay for my
return bere, and do not fuffer any of thy fol-
diers to pafs on a flep furtber. The gover-
nor promifed to do fo; and, upon his word
and promife of good treatment to the Jz-
dians who fhould fubmit to his god and his
king, fhe threw herfelf into the water, and,
in the prefence of them all, fwam the river.
‘When fhe was landed, fhe defired audience
of the general of the Indians : to whom fhe
delivered her meflage with fo much force of
cloquence, that they fubmitting to her rea-
fons, promifed to accept of what -terms
fhould be given them. With this the fa-
mous Recloma returned to the Spaniards,
finging victory, laying at their feet the
richeft prize they could with; and fuch a
one, as after much time, expence, and blood-

.fhed in the conc}uc{’c of it, they would have

thought themfelves well paid to be mafiers

of fuch a country, whofe golden mines

they prefently began to work : by which
A

means the city increafed fo faft, chat if the
devil had not troubled the peace, and caufed
the rebellion of the fndians, which rui

it, it had been one of the firft and beft i
ties of the Indies.

The Hollanders, our encmies, are well in-
formed of the nature of the country, and
the excellency of the port, and do all they
can to get pofieffion of it; but our faviour,
who by his grace has hitherto preferved
thofe countries free from herefy and its cor-
ruption, will not permic, that this /lvdra
of hell fhall infet that air with its venemous
breath, nor breed a contagion in the puri-
ty of its faith, which is propagated fo fin-
cere and true in the hearts of thofe new
chriftians.

This has been proved by the fuccefs of a
fleet of theirs in the year 1643. when thefe
rebellious pirates paffed the ftreightsof AZa-
gellan, with a defign to futtle av Valdivia s
for though in effet they did people’ the
place, having firft paffed by the iflands of
Chiloe, where our company has fo many
glorious miffions ; in which they threw
down the altars and the crofifes, and com-
mitted other enormities proper to their im-
piety and obftinacy, yet at laft they came
off no laughers, but had reafon to lament
rather. The fame befel another of their
generals, called Antonio Sivafiro, many of
his fleet being taken prifoners, and thirty
of them hung up by the feet, as is relared
by their own authors, Fobn and Theodore f.
Brye.

But in this fecond occafion, they paid yet
more feverely for their attempt 5 for in the
very fame ifland, where they had commit-

ted all thefe diforders, God took the lit: of

the general, punithing hisunhappy foul wich
the due chaftifement of fuch an undertaking.
They loft the fhip which carried their pro-
vifions, their ammunition, thirty picces of
artillery, all the brick and lime, and other
materials for building three forts,which the
had orders to raifc in the river of Faldizia,
and on the ifland of Conflantine in thatriver ;
and having afterwards got to Vullivia, and
begun to people, their new general, whofe
name was Elvis Aramans, was forced to thut
up all his people in the ifland of Contantine,
becaufe they run from him continually, and
forfook him ; befides the prifoners made
in the iflands of Chiloe, and others deftroy-
ed by us, and the warlike Tdians.

In fhort, God having efpoufed this caufe
as his own," they were tormented with hun-
ger ; and before the Spariards, who were
on their way, could come up to them, their
own difcafes and lofies obliged them to
weigh anchor, and begone.  Lhis was their
wifeft courfe 3 for if they had ftaid till the
fAcet from Peru had come up to them, and
the land forces from Chile had atracked
: them,
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HAP. 10,

them, they had not gone off fo well; for
the’&arq?is of Manfera being fo good
a foldier himfelf, fo zealous for god
and his king, immediaf]ag, upon. the firft
news of their arrival, fet out ten fail,
which he provided with powder and am-
munition, and dif} them to give
advice along the coaft; then hc;g:ﬁa_rtd
a navy, which was tosbc ord.:émf lo.ons
and fhips, and 4000 Spanmiards, relolving
to go inP;’crfon, or at-leaft to fend his fon.

The governor of Chile, thc_ marquis of
Baydes, with his accuftomed vigilancy and
readinefs in things, where the fervice of
god and the king are concerned, and as a
captain of that valour and experience,
which he fhewed in Flandgrs, was ready to
enter by land, after having provided all
the ports of the kingdom with the arm
kept on foot by his majefty ; fo that if
the Hollander had had yet more force
than he had, being fo hard prefled both
by fea and land, he muft either have
relinquifhed the port, or perithed there
for ever. :

It has been feen in this occafion, that
one man is as good as many in the defence
of the caufe of god and their country,
againft any invader whatfoever, every one
defpifing all dangers on fuch an account;
but particularly colonel de #illa Nueva
Soberal fignalized himfelf at this time;
for being general of the kingdom, and go-
vernor of the country of Arauco, he ven-
tured himfelf in a fmall bark in the midft
of winter, to follicite at Lima the neceffary
fuccours, and affift the vice-roy for a more
quick difpatch of all things.

He took with him father Domingo La-
zaro, of the company of Fefus, that he
mighe inform him as an eye-witnefs of all
that had pafied, he being at that time
employed in Chiloe, in the apoftolical mif-
fions when the Hollanders landedw he, ne-
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verthelefs, with undaunted courage, em-OvALLE. -
barked in the midft of the winter in a tem- 1648
peftuous fea, as it is at that time; and
without apprehenfion of all thofe d

and of being made a prifoner by the Hol-
landers, who lay in his way, and could

-fcarce be avoided, he arrived at the city of

the Conception, where he gave an account of
all that had happened; by which means
the country was immediately prepared, and
in arms for their defence. :

There is another attion which ought not
to be concealed, as well becaufe it fhews
the great prudence of the marquis de Bay-
des, as the courage of 20 Spani/b foldicrs.
It being uncertain whether the enemy were
ftill ac Valdivia, or whether he had aban-
doned it, they offered to goina boat u
the river, as they did by the governor’s
command ; and without being terrified by
the manifeft danger they expofed them-
felves to, they went as high as the town 3
and having difcovered the ill condition of
the enemy, and his defign of leaving the
place, they returned with that advice. This
moved the general not "to attack them, as
was at firft refolved; but it did not hinder
his intention of peopling the place, (as I be-
lieve was done laft fummer;) for 1 have
advice from Panama, that there is 2 gar-
rifon of 600 Spaniards left there ; to which
our indian friends being joined, (and the .
coaft Indians alfo,) that poft will be hence-
forward inexpugnable, and by it the fouth-
fea will be fecured ; for it being already fo
dangerous to fail through the ftreights, and
fo eafy for us who are athome to defend this
poft of Valdivia, and havingall the land our
triends, we receive fuccours both from the
Spapiards and Indians, who are fo friendly,
that their caciques fent to offer their affif-
tance of their own accord againft the Hol-
landers; 1 fay it will be very hard hencefor-
ward for anyonc to give us any difturbance.

CHAP X

A Continuation of the Defiription of the Rivers of Chile, and particularly
of thofe which run tothe Eaft; and of the Difference between the one and
the other Side of the Great Cordillera.

HE river next to that of Valdivia is-

that which is called Chalbin ; it isdeep,
and capable of great veflels. From this ri-
ver, to a place called the Punta de Galera,
*tis. about two leagues; and from this to
Rio Bueno feven ; into which fall five rivers
more, and one which is beyond the bounds
ot Valdivin.

After this is the Rio Chico, which comes
from a lake at the foot of the Cordillera; in
which lake are baths to cure leprofy and
other infirmitics. Next to this is the Rio de

Vour. IL.

la Ballena, which is clofe to the cape of that pe is Bai-

name, fo call’d becaufe of a whale of prodi-ims

gious bignefs, which died upon that coaft.

After this, you come to the Archipelsgo of

iflands, into which falls the river call’d De

los Rabudos, becaufe of an Indian nation of

that name, fo call’d, becaufe 'tisfaid they are

born with tails, as father Gregory of Leon

defcribes them in his map. More on to theThe river

fouth is the river Delos Coronados, named {o De los Ca-

by the company of a thip which put in there”emd”

on the day of the forty martyrs fo called.
G After
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Ovarie. After thefe there are many rivers all
1646 along the coaft; the firft is called De ls
m Efperonfa, or of hope, becaufe of the
prronfa.. Withes, that one day the light of the gof-

1 may reach to thofe by means of
tp}fc mix}:i&crs of it. The fecond is called

Rio s  Rio fin fundo, or the river without a bot-
fads.  tom, becaufe of the great depth of it
Galleges. The third is called the Gallegos, from a

Spaniard of that name who fail'd along
thofe coafts, and like another Icarus, gave
his name to one of them, by being drown’d
in the fea hard by it, at a cape which has
the fame name. Then follow the rivers De
DelesMar-los Martyres, and De los Apoftoles 3 and im-
yresand  ediately after them two others: the firft

z;‘l:sdpo- has no name, the fecond is called De los

De lesGi- Gigantes, or of the Gyants, becaufe here.

gmses.  they were begun to be feen, and they

reach all along the Streights. The fa-
DelaCam-mous river call’d De la Campana, enters
pana.  ara place named El Ancon fin falida : this
name was given to the river, becaufe its
two arms feem to form the fhape of a bell.
There are two rivers more before you come
De los Pa- to the Streights, to wit, that of De los Pa-
%are.  xaros, or of birds, by reafon of the vaft
tci;J:*.ntity of them that were upon it, in
at part which comes towardsthe Streights ;
st. vige- and the other, of St. Viftorian, called fo
rian, from the opening, to which the fame faint
gives -its name.  As for the other rivers
which run among the iflands, and thofe
which empty themfelves into the Streights,
they arc many, and fhall be defcribed in

-their proper places. '

Hitherto we have defcribed the rivers of
moft rerown of this' long extended king-
dom, which rupi from eaft to weft, and
empty themfelves into the South-Sea: thofe
which run from the oppofite part of the
Cordillera, towards the north-fea, are not
fo well known, becaufe thofe parts are lefs
inhabited, at leaft, by fuch as can'give usa
good account of them. The moft remark-

The rivers 201€ Of them are thofe of St. Fobn and of
of 5. Fobn Mendoga, which are very large rivers, and
and M- empty themfelves into the famous lake of
dogs. Guanacache. :

‘ The governor Hieronimo Lewis de Ca-
brera, a gentleman of great valour and
merit, met with feveral great rivers in his
paffage over thofe vaft plins call’d the
Pampas, where, as at fea, people are fain
to travel by the compafs, not to lofe them-
felves: he was in queft of a nation call’d the
Ceflates, of whom we fhall treat hereafter in
its proper place. They were forc’d to pafs
many great rivers, and without doubt there
are many more as far as the Pole.

Neverthelefs I am perfuaded, that thefe
rivers do not equal thofe which run oppo-
fite, and enter the fea on the coaft of Chile;
and this may be clearly gathered from the

J
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difference which may be obferv’d in paffing
the Cordillera, between each fide of the
mountain, which is fo great, that they
feem two different worlds, the eaft and weft
parts; and one would think heaven had -
put thefe mountains to divide them as a
wall, and keep off trom the weit, all the
ftorms and jll weather of the eaft, where
are the provinces of Cuyo and Tucuman,
not to difturbthe {zrenity and tranquility
of Chile and the weftern parts. Any one
that travcls to the top. of the high chain
of mountains, may experience tiis clear-
ly; for therc he difcovers both horizons,
and when he looks to the eaft, all is co-
ver’'d with grofs vapours, which feem to
hinder the light, and fhadow all the coun-
try ; and at the fame time looking weft,
the heaven is fo chriftalline and trighe,
that it caufes pleafure and jay to 180k on it.
The eaft fide is full of a cloudy, thizk air,
which engenders ftorms and hail, with hor-
rible thunders and lightnings, which fright
all the inhabitants: on the other fide, in
the weft, there is not a cloud to be feen,
but clear and bright, as if in the hcavens
themfelves there were fuch a partition as
the Cordillera to divide the-climates, as
that upon earth docs produce a difference in
the trees, plants, and animalson each fide.
A curious obferver contemplating once, The vap

from this hcighth, this fo. remarkable iference §
difference, faid, That nature, in the fi- 2™renth §
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brick of this part of the world, feem’d to sh et and SR
have turn’d her back upon the eaftern pro- thofe o e 328

vinces, -and look’d with her face only upon :‘}’:ﬂ C/:;“':if;f -
e Cordil. ;5%
lera eonfi. A

Chile, giving bleflings with both hands to

this laft, -and leaving the'other, as it were, dered.
difinherited, and grieving -t the pre-emi-
nencies of its -clder brother. In going
down to the eaftward there arc fewer
fountains and rivers, and thofe muddy,
the face of the land melancholy, without
fo much one green tree to recreate the
fight, nor any pleafant verdure ; and
when at laft there is fome, as in the
valley of Ujpallata, the heats begin to be
fo intolerable, that all things feem af-
fliting and unkind. On the other fide,
when we go to the weft, ’tis quite con-
trary ; for as foon as we begin to defcend,
we meet with lovely fprings; the trees are
, the groves frequent and pleafant, and
the little valleys, which are like fo many
refting places in that great ftair-cafe, where
paflfengers take breath, and are refrefh’d
with the verdurc and flowers of them, the
air ftill grows purer and purer; and
the more they come down, the more they
leave behind them all the inclemencies of
the climate of the other fide, enjoving
the advantages of the temperate Chile ;
for from the very foot of the mountains
one feels the mildnefs of the fea air, and
one
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one is rejoic’d with the harmony of the
birds, other delightful objetts, fo as
to forget the trouble and danger of the
way onc has pafs’d.

g'hcrcis e fame difference in the very
Iand at the foot of the mountains; for on
the eaft fide there are few fountains; the
Jand is barren, and little cultivated; nei-
ther are there flocks of any kind cither fed
or bred, fo that the fields look like a ufe-
lefs barren ground, except it be that the
thinnefs of the people has not as yet given
-way to try the fertility of the carth; for
the plains below thefe are extreamly fertile,
where they are cultivated ; but at prefent
there is nothing but thorns and barren dry-
nefs in thofe parts. .

*Tis not fo to the weft, where fountains
break out continually, which in the winter
are temperate, and in the fummer as cold
as ice, and that fo much the more as the
weather grows hotter and hotter. Thefe
{prings do fo fertilize the ficlds at the foot
of the mountains, that they keep the earth
frefh and green all the year, though it be
but a patch; for moft of the ground is
woody, and there is fuch variety of wild
trees, that onc would think they werc ar-
bors and groves planted by the hand of
man : many of thefe.are loaded with fruits

of the country, of which the Zndians make.

- Kingdom of CHILE.

excellent drinks, and fome of them are OvALL:.
to eat. The valleys are full of 1646

very

odoriferous beautiful Rowers, brought forth
by mature, without any human ind :
there are alfo among them moft extraordi-
nary thﬁcal plants of a beautifyl afpect.
The little hills and plains afford excellent
patture for all forts of cattle and flocks;
there are alfo admirable valleys for plant-
ing of olives and almond-trces, and all
forts of fruit-trees. At the lower part,
about a league in the plain, there are vine-
yards, of which are made excellent wines,
particularly mufcadels, which are in great

m

There are likewife in this defcent of the gxcellont
mountain, admirable paftures, where great pffures.

flocks are bred, and do increafe wonder- .
fully; their flefh is extream favory, and
the milk of the goats is fo fat, :Kat by
only boiling and ftirring it gently over the
fire, I have feen it grow as thick as if fower
had been put into it; and yet in other
partsthis milk is of its nature very thin.
This may be faid particularly of the young
fhe-goats; and the milk thus boil’d has a
fweetnefs and delicacy which paffes ordina-
ry milk, even with the things that are put
in to mend it; all which are arguments
of the great fubftance and nourithment of
that land.

CHAP XL )
Of the Effeits produced by the great Snow of the Cordillera.

ITH the firft rains of the winter,
which are about the middle of May,

the Cordillera begins to be cover’d with:

fnow, and to put on, as it were, a white
armour, to hinder its being pafs’d, not on-
ly bty men, but even by dnimals and birds,
which are fo driven out of it by the ri-
gour of that feafon, that there is not one
remaining in it.

Even the Silguerillos and Sorfales, birds
which of their own nature are fo hot, that
in the very beginning of the fummer they
take to the mountain,” as foon as they per-
ceive tha®the winter draws near, come in
flocks down to avoid its rigour in the
mountains; and then it is that the taking
of them is eafy, and that as foon as the
cold pinches, the ground being almoft co-
ver’d with them, it proves the feafon of
moft pleafure for the youth of the country,
who going out, take fo many of them, ei-
ther with glue or ncts, that they carry
loads of them l:ome, referving thofe of the
fineft ccleu:rs to put in cages, for their har-
mony is wury fweet.  “T'he Cordillera is fhut

~up five or fix months in the year; fo that

till Ostober or November,it cannot be paffed

without manifeft danger of one’s life; and
in the midft of winter not at all, becaufe
all the paths and ways are cover’d with
fnow, to the heighth of many yards; and
if any one fhould be rafh enough to attempt
it, he would after a little going, fink In
every where, fo that he would not be able
to go 2 ftep forward nor backward, as has
happened to feveral, who either for fome
very prefling concern and intereft, or flying
from a death which threaten’d them for
their crimes, have found it in thefe defarts
more certainly thin perhaps they would
have done in the prifons where they fear’d it.

Thefe are buried, not in fepulchres
whitened on the outfide, nor under cold
marble, but in the very bofom of froft and
fnow, which preferves them without being
imbalm’d, and yet keeps them as incor-
ruptible and dry, for fo they have been
found after many years; for fuch is the cold
of thofe mountains, that it dries up all the
moifture that can caufe corruption in dead
bodies, and fopreferves them.

This fo infuperable difficulcy of paffing
the Cordillera, is lefs at the entrance, than
the end of the winter, becaufe the drif;s of

now
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OvaLLE. fnow are not then fo violent as to fhut up

the ways entirely ; fo in thofe feafons fome
do venture to pafs, though never but with
great danger, and upon t occafions :
if fometimes they are fo lucky as to get off
well, becaufe they meet with a clear sky,
yet at other times it cofts them dear; and
always ’tis with infinite labour that they
get thorough. ]
I have feen others who efcaped with their
lives by god’s mercy, becaufe the ftorm
catch’d them before they were too far en-
gaged in the mountain, and fo they could
yet make a retreat to the low countries;

-others have been forc’d to open their mules

bellies that they ride on, and hide them-
felves in them ; and by that warmth, and
other defence of cloaths, they make a fhift
to get over the ftorm of fnow, if it does

not laft long; after which they gain the.

plains on foot, if they are not too far en-
gaged, and fo avoid the danger, but not
the long-fufferings which follow generally
after fuch adventures.

In thort, every body has fome ftory to
tell of the mountain, and complain of it;
for fome lofe their toes, others their fingers ;
fome their fight; fome are benumm’d and
lam’d, and fo remain all their life with
great infirmities.  And I do not wonder at
all at this, becaufe though one fhould pafs
without a ftorm, yet the cold is fo terrible,
that it cannot but injure nature extreamly
in that feafon, fince even in the midft of
fummer, when we pafs this mountain, and
in the lower part of it fweat with heat,
as foon as we come to pafs the top, weare
forced to'put on double cloathing, and
prepare the ftomach with good warm things,
to withftand the fharpnefs of the cold, and

‘the fubtilenefs of the air, which penetrates

the body through and through, if it be not
well cover’d.

Among the feveral times that I have
pafs’d this mountain, one was in the begin-
ning of April, when autumn in thofe parts
isatanend, and the winter begins to threa-
ten, and I muft own that the cold was fo
intenfe, that it feem’d a diﬁ'crenﬁcies of

cold from all thofe I ever felt cifer in In- -

dia or Eurgpe; though even then it had not
begun tod fnow, the cold was fo fierce that
it made one’s hands cleave; nay, it had an
cffect upon the very rocks, for I remember
the fun was refleCted by them as by a look-

ing-glafs. 'When we come to treat of the in the fields, as well as the men too fome
firft difcovery of this kingdom, I fhall re- times. coe
CHAUP XIIL

late what was endur’d by the Adelantads
Don Diego de Almagro witz his army, and
by thofe who afterwards followed him, and

¥aﬂ’od this mountain, in which they were
0 ill handled, that fome were ftruck blind,

others lame; fome loft their fingers with-

out feeling it, becaufe the exceffive cold

took away all fenfe ; fom: were frozen to

death, and with them fome horfes, whom
fix months after fome other § aniards
found fo freth and well pref:rv'd, that they-
cat of them ; and to fecure themftlves from
cold, made a defence of thofe dead bo-
dies; nay, fome got into them. About
fix years aficr, others going that way,
found a ncgro, who at that time was fro-
zen to death, leaning againft the fide of a
rock, with a lead horfe, and the reins in
his hand, though confumed with time.
They who have a mind to know more par-
ticulars, let them read Don Antonio de Her-
rera, Decade 5. Book 10. and Chap. 5. and
alfo Gareilaffo de la Vega, in his firft tome.

"Tis neceffary to underftand, that it is
of this cold of the mountain that authors
fpeak, when® they fay, That the cold of
Cbile is fo fevere, that the rivers are frozen
up, and men frozen to death in the fields:
for this is only true of thofe uninhabitable
mountains, where I believe at that feafon
the rivers do not run, burt are turned into
chryftal ; and if any fj rings do efcape,
they are very few, and that in the valleys
moft fecur"z and_ fhelter’d ; that appears
by the rivers which run in the plain coun-
try, which are almoft dried up, in compa-
rifon of the quantity of water that they
carry with them in the fummer.

And thus the truth of what hiftorians re-
late may be faved from contradiction; for
they not knowing the country, make no
diftinction between the mountzin and the
plains, in which there never was feen any
fuch effet of cold in any part of them
for the fea air, which is thick and moift,
tempers. the fharpnefs of the blafts from the

Cordillera ; and for this reafon it is, thar -

the colds of the Pampas of Cuyo and Tucu-
man are fo infupportable; as alfo thofe of
Buenos Aires; which being at fuch a dif-
tance from both feas, and not®enjoying

the warmth of its vapours, the air in fum-

mer is intolerably fcorching, and in winter
focold, and for want of rain fo dry,. that
’tis common for animals to be found-dead

Of the Fountains which rifé in other Parts of Chile, befides the Cordillera.

ESIDES the rivers and fpriﬁgs of

the Cordillera, there are others. which

rife in the_plains and valleys, which have
j .

admirable properties. I fhall mention fome,
for ’tis impoffible to rehearfe them all, nor
can I remember but a few. Firft, that

which
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which rifes‘at the foot of the high wol¢ano

. of Villa Rica, fo famous in that kingdom

for its terrible effe@ts, for which Al-
mighty makes himfelf to be feared and re-
fg&g by mankind ; rifes, I fay, at the

t of this mount with fuch force, thac
it fprings out of the carth in two fources,
acﬁ as big as a man, and fufficient to form
alone a good ftream, and runs into a lake
which is made by its waters.

In another lake, out of which comes the

.river call’d Ris Chico, there rifes alfo a

fountain of hot water, moft efficacious for
the cure of leprofies, and all contagious in-.
firmities. There is another fprings.up in
the Maguey, yet moft admirable ; for there
are ‘two fources juft by onc another, the
one of hot, the other of cold water; the
hot one is fo hot, that no one can endure
his hand in it; the cold one is let in to
temper the bath which is made for the
fick. The baths of Rancagua are alfo ve-
ry-famous, and like thefe ; which, for be-
ing near S¢. Fago, and in the greateft inter-
courfe of the kingdom, are very ufeful,
and much frequented. - There are others in
other parts ; but not remembering them
diftinétly, I can fay little of them. Arong

Founaimef the fountains, that of Ramon is very fa-

mous, as well for the goodnefs, as abun-
dance of its warters; which is fuch, that
they alone are fufficient to water many

fields: it.is about two leagues eaftward of -

S8¢. fago, and in thac diftri®. There are
many others, among which that of Caren

. is worth taking notice of : it fprings in a
* beautiful meadow, .of abour five_or fix

leagues in length, affording a delicious
profpect ; its water is very fweet, and enters

into the meadow; the earth of which is fo -

porous, that whoever treads hard upon i,
feels it fhake under him: it is all the year

recn ; and the grafs is a kind of fmall tre-
oil, called by the inhabitants Caren, and
is pleafant to eat. Neither ought Ito pafs
over in filence another fountain between
thefe two, very plentifully furnithed with
delicate fweet water, which is always fo

“much the cooler, as the weather is hotter;

it is call’d the fountain of Mayten, by rea-
fon of a mee of that name, which grows at

~ the foot of a great fquare table of live rock,

where people ufe to go and eat their colla-
tions, the tree fheltering them all the
while from the heat; for tis a trec whofe
leaves are green all the year, fomething like
a mirtle, but much larger, and without
difpute of a more beautitul green: by its
foot runs ‘this fountain, whofe fource is a
little higher in a valley, from whence it
comes murmuring upon pebble ftores, and
among pleafant groves full. of " beautiful
herbs and flowers. ‘
Vou. IIL
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" The trees, though wild, yet bear veryéur.r.s'.
favoury fruits of that foil ; and in them are _ 1645

great variety of birds, who, with their
harmony and fweet notes, make the enter-
tainment more delightful for thofe that fre-

ent the place. *Tis not the leaft part

of 4 delight-

S:Jcir enjoyment, to difcover at the end of T.rre/ped-

thefe woods 2 profpect for many lea

over plains, whﬁ:h Eﬁ Freac ex.
tent, many of them lie uncultivated ; fo
that among the vineyards and plowed lands,
the wild uncultivated part is fo beautiful,
particularly in the fpring, that one would
think art had hclp’ciJ nature. There are in
one Cﬁlacc great fpots of yellow flowers,
which cover the earth, fo that for a great
fpace nothing elfe is to be feen ; then you
have white, blue, fillemot fpots of the
fame proportion ; the green meadows min-
gle in this with the waters of the river

g of fo great ex-

Mapocko, which is feen from this diftance Mapocho.

fq_mctimcs entire in its bed, then divided
into feveral arms, and at laft drained into
the fields of the neighbouring grounds, to
fertilize them. The profpect is terminated
with feveral farms, which are called CH-
¢ra’s, with their churches; and in the
midft of all, the city of Sz. Fago, the ca-
pital of Chile, which being not above two
leagues off, and the heavens fo ferene, the
towers of it are eafily diftinguithed, and
the bells heard fometimes. .

This diftri€t is full of a great many more
fprings, all within the compafs of a mile

of ‘each other; and their waters are excel-
lent and healthy.

That which is to the north of the city of Conchali.

St. Fago, called Conchalli, is likewife high-
ly commended ; it {prings in a little valley,
called the Salto, or Leap, becaufe of the
fall of the river Mapocho. This river comes
running in a plain to a certain place ; where
being divided (for it is the wark of induf-
try) into two branches, the greateft of
which runs in its natural channel, the leffer is
derived to water this valley ; which towards
the weft is even; but towards the eaft the
land is fo high, through which the river
runs, that it is two or three mile from the
bottom of the valley to the high grounds,
from whence the river falls. It is precipi-
tated with great noife, making lovely and
various cafcades by the rencounter of the
rocks and other obftacles, which by their
ftreight paffages retard its courfe, till at laft
it comes entire to the valley, and is divided
into cuts and channels for the watering it
which is not ungrateful, to make a more
than ordinary return to thofe who cultivate
it, not only in corn, moft excellent wine,
and moft favoury fruits of all kinds, but
alfo it ripens them above 2 month before
any other place thereabouts; and it is very

H remarkable,
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Lakes,

Lake of
Tagata-

half a league from the city of Su. Fago,
the figs ufe to be ripe, when in the gar-
dens of the city, and all its neighbour-
hood, they fcarct begin 0 change colour:
therefore, as well for this as the game i
affords, of partridges on: the hills, amd
wild fowl in the waters and ponds of it,
it is the greatelt entertainment all thofe
parts afford.

I fhall not dilate upon more of thefe
fountains, which are fo frequent ; for if I
were to mention them all, 1 thould never
hdve done;; for fince thofe alone of the Con-
ception, Arauco, and the country of the h-
mits upon the warlike Indians, would re-
quire a large treatife, befides thofe of the
diftri¢t of S¢. Fago, what would it be then
in the territories of the ancient cities, which
are yet farther in the'country? for it abound-
ing extremely in rivers, ic is to be prefimed
that it muft be fo in fountains'and fprings;
all which proceeds from the abundanoe of
moifture of the Cordillera.

Of thefe {prings, the moft agreeable for
their good waters are the fartheft off from
the Cordillera, becaufe they are more puri-
fied by a long motion, and refin’d by the
good qualitiesof the earth they run through,
particularly the mineral impregnations are
fingular : I cannot but mention one, which
is in the novitiate of the company of the
Fefuits of Bucalemo, whofe waters are not
to be match’d, at leaft I never mer wich
the like; for without drinking them, one
may difcover by. the touch their noblenefs,
their {oftnefs being like that of new but-
ter; and they do make the hands that are
wafh’d in them ina few days fmooch, and
thereby prove their vaft difference from

other waters.

CH AP XIIL
Of the Lakes of Chile, and the Salt that is gather’d from them.

F T E R having treated of the foun-
- tams and rivers, it feems natural to
treat of the lakes and flanding waters
form’d out of them, and by fome inunda-
tionsof the fca in winter, when it fills

them, and leaves them provided for all the

fummer. Thofe made by rivers come firft
inrank; and I with my memory would
ferve to place them here, with their feve-
ral qualities. Omitting then to repeat
what we have faid of thof of Acuico and
Pudaguel, which being mear St. Fago, make
the greateft diverfion of its inhabitants, we
will begin with the lake of Tagataguas,
about fourteen leagues from that city, and
which once was more in efteem; for the
trouts catch’d. there are of a larger fize,
and the game for wild fowl fo much more
diverting, Cthat there is no comparifon be-

-tween thefe waters and others. I do not

nnone could hurt them either by fword or fire.

e

This fountain {prings ig 2 lictke valley, 4 medii.

very pleafant, under fomt hills, about’a "4/ foun-
league from the foa 3 and it bubbles up be-"*™
tween a white fand, in which chere is gold,
as if it had a firc ander it 1o make & boil.
It is wonderful to obferve, that if they
throw any h or flowers upon it, it ¥
feems to take it ], and mever is at reft till :
it has fwallow’d it up, leaping up againft
it feveral times, till it has made it its own, L
and hid # from our fight; and this it will e
do for a whole evening, if they continue
throwing Howers or branches of trees mto
it, without any body’s being able to twll
what becomes of them all,

The ctioéts that this-water caufes in the
ftomach arc admirable: it helps to digeft
the meat with more eafinefs ;- 1t deftroys
crudities, diffolves phlegms and grofs ha-
mours, and evidently prolongs life, efpe-
cially to old men. This was moft parti-
cularly made clear in the perfon of that fa-
mous captain Sebaftian Garcia Caretto Chu-
mazero, the founder of that novitiate, who
lived there many years, and came to be ¥
nincty years old in good health, and fo,vi- 3

crous, that he did to the laft go om horfe-

ack through the woods and mountains, as
if he had been a young man. 1 heard him ;
fay many times, that this fountain was his
lite; for as foon as he found himfelf any
ways out of order, he fent immediately
for the water of it, and drinking it frefh
from the fpring, he ufed to go to bed up-
on it ; whtere talling afleep, he would afrer
fome time awake well difpofed : this { have
often been witnefs of. The old Indians
thereabouts experimented the fame, and
did attribure their gosd ftate of health o
this fpring, without ufing any other phy-
fick or remedies. : -
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defcribe here particularly the variety of wild
fowl, becaufe I intend to do it when 1
treat of the variety of birds of this coun-
try. The lakes of ¥illa Ricaare of great
renown, though I confefs I know lictle of
their properties. '

The lake of Puren has been famous, ha- zake of
ving been an impregnable fortrefs for the Puren.
warlike Jndians our encmies, by reafon of
the difpelfition and qualities of its fituation ;
for from thence they have for many years
mammtain’d a war with whole armies of Spa-
niards, without being fubdued: their advan-
tage lay in this, That upon any rout given
them by us, they had here a moft cerrain
and fafe retreat, which when once they had
recovered, they were out of all danger ; for

The
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The fea lakes arealfo mantK,- and of great
profit to their owners ; for the fifherica in
them are much more certain than in the fea :
for which reafon they furnifh the beft part
of the lenten fare, though the fea affords a
great deal too. Among the reft the lake
of Rapel brings a great revenue: it runs in
length above two leagues within the land.
In the winter time the fea is joined to it
for by its ftorms it forces an entrance, but
it leaves it full of all forts of fifh ; which,
with thofe that are bred there, furnifh it for
the whole year, and enable it to fupply all
the ncighbouring country ; and that not
only with fith, but with falt too in abun-
dance : for, about Fasuary, the commu-
nication ceafing between it and the fea,
when the fun is at its hotteft in that cli-

" mate, the* water is congealed fo, that it

has a cruft of a foot, or more, thick of a
moft. excellent whire falt. This, indeed,
does not happen year; for it requires
an extream heat to do it, the lake being
deep, and the climate there more enclining
to cold : -but provide themfelves in
one, for many others ; and the falt-pits
mfade by hand feldom fail ; for they not
being of great extent, the water that is let
into them tums to falt with lefs heat, the

" matter to be congealed being lefs in itfelf.

ApdHfince we are mentioning falt, I cannot
omit-to relate what I myfelf have feen in
the valley of Lampa, which is about three
leagues from 82 Fago ; and it is this,
There grows an herb, not unlike to
Sweet Bafil, only its green is upon an ath-
colour, and not fo gay ; 1t rifes about a
foot above ground : this plant, in the fum-
mer, is covered over with fmall grains of
falt, likc pearl, which is congealed upon
its leaves, either from the dew of heaven,

"ot by fome vapour raifed by the fun from

. CHAUP

Wherein is treated of the Sea of the Kingdom of Chilc, and o the Erimology
WName. '
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HE funtains, fprings, rivers, and
brooks, carry us along with them
naturzlly to che fea, where their courfe ends,
and where there és room for my pen to ex-
ercife itfelf, if the brevity of this narratien
did not confinc my flight : I muft therefore

. be content to fay fomething of this element,

that the nature of it may not be unknown
as to this new world.

Beginning therefore with the etinio]ogy

of ke name of its name: *Tis well known that all com-

monly call it the South Sea, - becanfe it is
towards the amtartick pole; from whence
generally the fouth wind blows, in oppofi-
tien to the ’tramomana, ar north, which
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that earth ; or elfe the-nature of the herb Ovacre.

icfelf is fuch, as to fweat out this humidi-
:K’ ‘which being afterwards congealed by
¢ heat of the fun, is turned into falt. Let
the caufe be what it will, the effet is foen
no where but in this valley, ‘and ypon that
fpecies of herb; which is therefore much
valued by the Indians, the falt of it being
more favoury, and of a finer flavour than
any other. .
cannot tell whether Fobannes de Lact
means this in his defcription of the new
world ; for having mentioned the kingdem
of Chile, to which he gives the preference
for its excellent propertics, he fays, That
in that kingdom, in fome of its valleys,
there falls, at certain times of the year, a
dew fo thick upon.the leaves of the plants,
that i¢ is like fugar, and ferves, being kept
fome timey for the fame uje as manna. An-
tonio de Herrera reports the fame thing, in
his general hiftory of the #%z# Indies ; and,
'amon%'t other commendations he gives this
noble kingdom, he relates the fame thing
of this ftrange and admirable dew. I fay

’u};on this, that I know not whether they
allu

de to what I have reported of the valley
of Lampa by my own fight, and have no
knowledge of that other thing they men-
tion ; though one would think, fuch authors
fhould diftinguifh things fo different in their
effects and favour, asfalt and fugar. *Tis
flible, God may have done both, having
{fo wonderfully liberal to that country,
where the” fingularities are: fo many and
wonderful ;.and it would therefore be no
wonder fome of them fhould not be known,
efpecially, confidering that “we, who are
there employed for the converfion of fouls,
have not the time to fearch after curiofities,
and fecrets of nature. '

L

XIV.

reigns in the ocean as far as the arvick pole.
But leaving thefe difputes to the fchools, or
rather to that abyfs of divine wifdom, ¢ui
profert ventos de thefauris fuis, ’tis a known
truth, that the effeéts which the wind of the
artick pole caufes in its jurifdi@ion towards
the oppolfite part, the fame is caufed by the
fouth wind in its motions from the entar-
4ick towards thefe parts. )

1646.

In Chile we look upon the fouth wind as The foach

a favorable wind, as in Exrope the north isf' "z/zo :
[ 3

1 the fame efteem. The north wich us con
vers the heavens with clouds, caufes tem-
and ftorms at fea, and makes 2ll the

land dark and fad : the fodth, on the
sontrary,

Chile.
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* leave one in the sky.

A3
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OvALLE. contrary, clears the sEy, ferenes the air, and
1646.
(VY

makes the fea as calm as milk ; on the con-
trary, this fame fouth wind, in the north
fea, is ftormy, and covers the heavens with
clouds, and raifes thofe tem which do
fo endanger fhips ; whereas the north, called
there tramomtana, clears all again, and
makes the fine days. A

From hence proceeds, that in America
the fouth wind reigns in fummer, when the
fea is calm, and the north in winter, when
it is tempeftuous : the north does moft cer-
tainly, bring with it the rains, particular-

ly from thirty fix degrees to the pole, and

that fo fuddenly, that fometimes, in the
moment the wind comes to the north, the
rain falls, and moft commonly ’tis within
half an hour after its change ; and when in
thofe parts in winter the fun is clear, and
the weather fair, ’tis when the fouth wind
overpowers the north ; for the fouth in thofe
parts is cold and dry, and fo drives away
the clouds, fo as it happens fometimes that
t}lxc heavens a':h dark ; Fr:g aF foon as the
clouds are difc ed, if the fouth ap
a little the &ro:?ér, ’tis an infalliblcp?gnrs
of calm weather, which generally follows in
a trice ; for this wind drives all the clouds
fo before it, that when it blows, it does not

The contrary of this is feen in Europe,
where the fouth winds bring humidity, and
the north drives it away : the fouth re-
laxes the body, and affetts the head ; but
the north ftrengthens the body, purifies the
air, and dries up fuperfluous ﬁumours. In
thort, thefe two winds caufe quite different
cfieéts in Europe and in America, that we
may call the Eurgpeans fons of the north,
andy thofe of Soutb America children of the
fouth. i

From this there follows another very no-
table and well-known difference, which is,
That as to go from Eurgpe to the Indies,
the north is the proper wind, and carries
us before it, and by confequence is contrary
to our return ; fo in the South Sea, failing
from the pole towards thefe parts, the fouth
is the favourable wind, and contrary to our
return: from whence it proceeds® that the
voyage from Spain to Cartbagena being by
the North Sea, and made in thirty, forty,
and fifty days, the return to Spain ufes to
laft fourfcore, and a hundred, and more
days. On the contrary, in the Souib Sea,
where the voyage from Chile to Lima is
but of about a fortnight, and as much more
to Panama, or thereabouts, the return on-
ly to Lima is of two months, and from
thence to Cbile forty days.  The South Sea
1s alfo called the Pacifick Sea, to diftinguith
it from the North Sea, whofe ftorms and
tempedts are fo frequent 5 whereas in the

South Sea ct:hcyarc rare : but, ia my opi-

nion the difference is for another reafon,
which I fhall alledge here.

The moft frequept navigations of the Remarkson
South Sea are from Peru to Pamama, . andf‘_’"’"”i:'
frémh thence to New Spain and the Pbili-5 of i
pinas 3 and thofe from Peru to Chile are lefs
ufed : by which it appears, that the beft
part of the South Sea navigations are between
the tropicks ; and fo the fun has fo much

. force, as to keep the winds from being fu-

rious, and making fuch lafting ftorms as
thofe which are raifed without the tropicks,
‘and in parts nearer the pole ; for this rea-
fon che failors in thefe warm climates,
where there never is any winter, called this

fca the Pacifick Sea, from the good effelts Caled alfe

they experiment in it. The tontrary of this® F2c-
is cuz the North Sea, where moft of the navi- ck S
gations are out of the tropicks ; where the
fun having lefs force, the winter predomi-
nates, and raifes mighty ftorms. Now the
Europeans, who firft navigated the South
Sea, being fuch as were ufed to thofe dan-
gers, to which the navigators of the nor-
thern parts are moft commonly expofed,
when they found fo quiet a fea as that un-
der the line, and in thofe. which particu-
larly are the feat of commerce with New
Spain, Panama, and Peru, they gave it the
name of Pacifick, without examining any
further the caufe of the difﬁ:rc:nta;z:ot gf{ the
effes, which they experienced in eas:
but if they had?ry’g that very South Sea
beyond the troi)ick of Capricorn, they
would not fo eafily have named it Pacifick.

" I know that this difcourfe will be ap-
proved by thofe who have had experience of
the hardfhips which are fuffered by the na-
vigators, from the twenty fixth degree of
latitude on the coaft of Chile, to fifty three
degrees ; for there, as foon as the winter be-
gins, the fea cannot be navigated without
manifeft danger, the ftorms being no ways
inferior to the greateft in the North Sea; and
though at that feafon it is not fo dangerous
for thips to fail from Cbile to Lima, becaufe
they every day get into a lefs latitude, and
fo enjoy a quicter fea, yet from Peru to
Chile it is extream dangerous, not only be-
caufe they come into a greater latitude, and
go out further to fea, to avoid the fouth
winds oppolition, but alfo becaufe the va-
pours of the fea, and cold mifts of the carth
do raife fuch fogs and dark clouds, that they
cover the land fo, that when they make
their port, they arc in great danger of

_{plitting u];on the rocks.

This, I fay, is only of thofe coafts
of Chile which are in the leaft lacitude ;
for from the city of the Conception, towards
the pole, even in fummer, they are dan-
gerous ; and the thips which are bound for
the iflands of Cbiloe have not above two or
three months in tbc'yartogoinandouc

con-
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conveniently, or they neither go in nor
out till the year following : this is under-
ftood as far as forty four or forty five de-
in which this archi of ifJands is
placed 5 for from thence to the fireights of
Magellan, thofc may relate the dangers who
experienced them, and thofe
ftreights : all that I know of it, is, that
they all have matter enough to difcourfe of
at their return.
So that we may fay, that the name of
Pacifick does not abfolutely belong to the
South Sea, according to its whole extent,

« but only as to thofe parts of greateft inter-

courfe, which, becaufe they are within the
tropicks, are the freeft from ftorms ; and yet
it cannot be deny’d, but that the South Sea
has an advantage over the Nortb Sea, cven
within the tropicks, which is, that it is
free from thofe great fands which arc fo
common in the North Sea, about Cartbage-
na, La Havana, and other iflands, nay,
even in the canal of Babama; which indeed
are fo many, that let a ftorm be but mo-
“derate, they make it ftill greater, and more
dangerous, by fhortening the fea-room, and
force the failors to be alwiys heaving the

- lead, or elfe to 1{’Plit upon the rocks, which

bi..
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may be clearly feen and diftinguithed from
the thip’s fide.

I find likewife, that the South Sea ma
be called Pacifick for another mfon,«whicK
is, beoaufe of the extrcam quiet it enjoys
in 1ts navigation, without dgml:nbance from

any of its enemies, who are fo frc:ﬁent on
all the fhores of the Nortb Sea ; for there be-

- Kingdom.of CHILE.

. 29

ing no other entrance into the South Sea, Ovarre.

but by the fireights of Magellan and St.
Vincet:xty, which are at fuchquiihncc, and
defended gz mature idelf, the aumcsl;ﬂc(;;
our quiet do not care to engage in fo
and%angtro‘s a defign, with fo manifeft
a deftruétion, and fo little advantage,
hath happened already to fome hereticks
who have attempted it ; for having no fet-
tlement, nor landing place in all that vaft
fea, they have been forced. to fail to the
Pbilippinas : therefore the fhips of the
South Sea are free from any fear of enemiss,
and go and come without any apprchenfion
of danger on that fide. Antcnio de Herrera,
in the fifth Decade of his. Gemeral Hiflory,
folio 319. relates the motive that Magellan
had to call this the Pacifick Sea, and that
ts, Bucaufe there is not in all that element
a more fpecious caresr for the winds and
tides, and becaufe there reigns between the
tropicks fo fieddy and ftrong a levant, that
in many days the feamen need not hand
their fails, nor the fteerfman his helm, fail-
ing through thofe vaft feas as if it were in
a canal or river. And the fame author
adds, That this motion of this wind pro-
ceeds from the courfe of the firft Mbsile,
which is proved by its perpennal invariabili-
ty, and the increafe of its vehemence, as it
draws nearer the Equinox. Some c!ifpunc,
whether it ought to be called a wind, or
an impulfe which the air receives from fu-
perior orbs, communicated to them by the
hirft fphere.  So far this author.

CHAP XV. _
Of the Sea Coafls of Chile, and its Ports and Havens.

T would be too great an excurfion be-
yond my purpofe, to mention all the

“ports and creeks along the coaft of Chile ;

for they are very numerous.  George Spil-

bfervation berg, admiral of a fleet of fix fail, whofe
of tmmty. names were, the New Sun, the New Moon,
; b:ja',;’,,',’: the Hunter, the Pole-Star, Eolus, and Luci-

fer, fays, he obferved twenty five ports in

the fireights of Magellan alone, before he
entcred the South Sea : he commends them
mightily, but particularly he is much plea-
fcd with the twenty fifth ; for he ftaid in
it fome time, and gave it his own name:
he calls it 2 noble port, by reafon of its
fufenefs for fhipping, as alfo for the plea-
fantnefs of the fields, which, he fays, were
all covered with fruit; which I fuppofe
were ftrawberries, according to the defcrip-
tion he makes of them. He found there
likewife abundance of excellent oyfters, at
the mouth of a river, which beautify’d that
port extremely, it falling into it from high

Vou. IIL - :

mountains. But this retreat did not ferve
them long ; for having feen fome fine
coloured birds, they purfued them :nuxxat,
and hunted them; which they had.no.

as -

1646

fooner begun to do, but they were affault- Spilberg
ed by a troop of Indians, with clubs in2fezkedly

their hands, and fome of them were killed,
and the reft forced to retire to their fhips,
and fet fail in hafte; which is a great mark
of the valour with which thofe people en-
gaged them ; for though they had fire-arms,
they could not withftand the .
The moft famous port in

all the coatt, Partof Co-

befides that of Valdivia, which we have de- ¥

fcribed already, is that of Coquimbo, men-
tioned in our feventh chapter ; and it de-

ferves all forts of commendation, as well '

for its lovely bay, where fhips ride as fafe
as can be, as alfo for the pleafantnefs of
the country about it ; which is onc of the
moft delicious of all Chile. The" .
of the country are particularly gold and

I copper,

¢
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OVALLE. , which is carried from thence to
1646.  Peru ; for the making of artillery, cafting
V™ of bells, and other houfhold furniture.

Copi The ports alfo of Copiapo and Guafeo are
Cﬁfntgo’ 'c{tocmctf,o and more defervedly that of Pa-

;" Pact" rudp, which isa private hidden bay, where
* the fhips of Peru come to load with the
hides and tallow of Chuapa ; as alfo with
tar and tackling for fhips, which is made
in that valley, and is whiter and better than
any in Chile, by reafon of the excellent wa-
ters they make ufe of in its making.

The next good port to thefe, is, that of
Quintero, where the general of the fix fhips
above named landed ; and it being a place
uninhabited, met with no oppofition, but
refrethed his men with a large fithing which
they made. They do fo commend the
place, that they cannot fufficiently (they
fay) extol the pleafanmefs of the land, the
fweetnefs of the water, the fecurity for
fhips, and, in fhort, all forts of conve-
niencies for human life ; and after thefe
many encomiums, the hiftorian concludes
thus, portus bic nulli fecundus, this port
yields to none ; and yet this port ot Quin-
tero is none of the famous ones of Chile ;
by which it may be inferred, that he was
-but little acquainted with the reft. He
could not land in them; for he found them
all guarded by the militia, who expetted
him; and though coming to ¥al Paraif,
he had begun to land fome men, yet, up-
on advice that the horfe of S1. Fago were at
hand to hinder the defcent, he took them
on board again; and failing at midnight,
caft anchor at Quintero, where they water-
ed, and cut wood, the admiral himfelf
landing with many foldiers to protet his
men : there they drew up a trench, with
" a kind of half-moo;, tohcmrc their retreat
againft the Spaniards, who began to appear

upon the hills ; but they did not ftay for
‘them, but embarking again, followed their
courfe towards Peru, not larding any where
elfe ; but yet they commend the land ex-
treamly. ’
_ Coucon,w  After thefe follows the port of Coucon, or
Quillora, * Quiilota, which ferves to embark the pro-
el du of thofe valleys ; and hard by that,
" the port of Yal Paraifo, where are landed
all the goods brought for the city of St.
Fago : from whence they are diftributed all
over its territory, and as far as Cuyo, and
Tucuman : This port is every day more
and more inhabited 5 and there is building
. a convent of auftin friars, which will be of
great relief to the fouls of the inhabitants,
and of all thofe who go and come, who are
not a few ; for this is the port of the great-
eft commerce with Peru : ’tis diftant from
St. Fago twenty four lcagues, all plain and
good way, fit for carriage ; and fo all the
\commoditics of both kingdoms are convey-

led and exchanged by ic.

Quintero,

Of the Nature esd Properties of the

" that of Baixas, that of the Imnoccnts, and

Booxk 1

Near the port of Val Paraifp is that of
St. Antomio, which is alfo very fafe and
good, and is at the mouth of the river
Maypo. There is a miftake in authors about
this ; for they place the port of Val Paraifo
at the mouth of a river, which they make
in their maps to come from St. Fago; which
is a very great error, becaufe, at #al Pa-
raifo there is no river of any note, but only
{prings and fountains, whi:h rife out of the
rocks clofe by the fea, which are moft ex-
cellent waters. There are alfo others of a
coarfer nature, with whizh the thips fill
their provifion, becaufe they having more
body, they refift better at fea againft cor-
ruption. :

There are feveral other ports between
that and the Conception, in the bays and
mouths of rivers ; but not much ufed, be-
caufe they are not neceffary; all thofe val-
leys from Maule to Quillota fending their
commodities to #al Paraifo. I believe in
thme other ports will be imployed, becaufe
the produtts of that kingdom multiply a-
pace, and fo people will be willing to feek
out the neareft ports for embarking their
goods. All the produ&t from Maxle up-
wards, is carried to the harbour of the Cox-
ception, which is the beft bay in all thofe
coafts; and it being a very large one, pro-
vidence placed at its entrance the #fland of
RQuiriguina ; under which, as under 2 mole, 12sndof
thips are fecured in foul weather. At theQuiriqui-
largeft entrance of this bay is the port of ™ - 4
la Herradura, or Horfe-Shoe, it being inla Herra- 3

. . ra, St.
that form ; and oppofite to that is that of‘{,“;,.m,t,

St. Vincent 5 and a little farther, that of od Carne-

Carnero, called fo for the refrefhment it af-ro.
forded to one of the fhips of the bithop of
Palencia, who, by order of Charles V. “paf-
fed the ftreights of Magellan with fix fail,
and having loft their Patacke, were forced to
the Mobuccas. '

Next to thefe are the ports of Tirva and Several o-
Qxedal, La Baia Chica, that of Puralla,*r Perss.
the portof St. Cebrian, that of Sanita Clara,
that of §t. Domingo, St. Efteran, Los Reyes,

many others lefs confiderable, as far as the
ftreights of Magellan.

Befides thefe ports which we have mark-
ed upon the terra firma, there are feveral
others, well known in the iflands of Fuan
Fernandes, La Mocha, Sanflzc Maria, in
the iflands of Chiloe, Alfie ; where the moft
frequented are that of Carelmate, and that
called the Englifb Port, becaufe formerly an
Englifb thip landed there, and the men and
thip, with all its artillery, were made prize.
There are alfo feveral other ports in the ar-
chipelago of Cbloe,which I forbear mention-
ing, becaufe I have not a perfet account of -
them.

C CHAP.
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CHAP XVL
Of the Fertilisy of the whele Coaff of Chile:

HE abundance and fertility of this
i is not only ived in its
but likewife in its whole
the rocks,m:ircha'c the fea
ts. It will be hard to make thjs appear
becaufe thoughhﬁ other
of the world the rocks produce fhell-
yet I do_not know that it is in fuch
quantity, nor fo large any whereas in Chie,

i pecies.  Firft, I

b
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and intelligible: There grows along the

berb coaft every where an herb not unlike to

endive s call it Lucke, which they pull
from the rocks:: it is gathered in the fpring,
when ’tis moft grown ; and being dred I
the fun, ’tis made into loaves, which are
look’d upon as a great delicacy far from the
fea, particularly in Peru, Cuyo, and Tucx-
man ; for it l'zrvm for many fauces. It
grows upon the tops of rocks, fuch as are
above the water. At the foot of the rocks.
are found certain roots, which bring forth

e 2 trunk as thick as one’s wrift, called Ule-
e, cuefle : this they cut, and laying it before

the fire, they

it like a lettice, or car-
doon,- or th

¢, but it has a much diffe-

t tafte. From thefe trunks fhoot out
%&iﬂ long cods, of three or four yards
long, and fome of about fix or cight fin-

gers in breadth: thefe they call Cocbanyo;
and there are two forts of them, which,
though they refemble one another, yet the
Indians make a great difference berween
them, referving the good, which they cut
and dry, and make provifion of them for
Lent; the others lcave to the fea,
which heaps them up upon the fhoar, where
they lic in heaps very ‘ufelefs. So much
for the herbs. Now let us { of the
fea thell-fith. The beft of this kind are
gyfters, both great and fmall, fo much
talked of by the Hollanders with great
commendations : they found chem in che
ftreightsof Magellan ; but the greateft plen-
ty of them is on the coaft of Coquimbo,
where they arc very large and deliciouss
the lefler fort they call acas, very much
‘valued too, and taken all along thar coaft.
But thofc of greateft renown are the oyfters
of fsbuapa;h ixz)thc great ones are bred

rls, asthe Dutch fay, and, according
g?folm and Theodore deYBr_ye, they bought
fome of the Indians in the fireights very
fnely wrought. <

That which they call Choros is alfo a
fine fort of fhell-fith, and in its fhell, as
Antonio de Herrera fays, there are pearl ve-
ry white.  That fort which I have feen is
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of, by burning them in a furnace; yet
they are in fuch vaft quantitics, that the
fhore is covered with them, and they make
a finc fhew.
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Of the Nasure and Propertics. of the

° Qvarre. Thofe which they call Kericos, though

1646.

ot Bt
Kericos.

Crabs,

Aparico-
Ty, and
Praunes.

Lodflers.

common in other parts, yet I ncver faw
them fo large as in thofe parts; and being
taken: in the increafe of the moon, they
have very large tongues, fat, and of about
two breadth.

The Crabs, Apavicorss, and Praunes,
are likewife very good, and of feveral
forts and fizes. he Lobfiers, and thofe of
that kind, are likewife much efteemed;
they breed under the rocks, and are fifhed

for, as all the reft, not with nets, but on-

ly by the Indiars going into the fea up to
their middle, and knocking them from the
rocks with fticks in their hands. So much
for this kind of eatables. There are others
which live a little more in the fea, which
are of a beautiful form ; fome they call fea-
ftars; fome the fun; others the moon; be-
caufe they are of the form of thofc | lanets,
asthey are commonly painted. Thefe may
be eaten too; but they have one very fin-
gular propriety, which is, to cure the vice
of drunkennefs, being reduc’d to powder,
and given in wine to drink ; and this is of

fo certain an effet, that thofe, who before
they took it had no greater delight than

drinking of wine, did afterwards fo abhor

it, that they would not touch it, though
they were hir’d. This is a healthy remady,
as well as fure; and therefore us'd by th
Negroes to .avoid waking another; which,
though as certain, is very dangerous ; which
1s, drinking the fweat of a horfe mingled
with wine.  They fay, this puts thofe who
take it, *in danger of lofing fome of their
fenfes; though I knew one, who being ex-
ceedingly given to drunkennefs, his wife
gave him this remedy without his know-
ledge, and it did him no other hurt than
to make him hate wine, fo that he could
not bear the fmell of it; but, asI faid, the
Negroes ufe the powder of the ftar-fith; and’
though I bave obferved, that with fome it
is not fo efficacious, but they long for winc
again after a while, yet it 1s but to repeat
the remedy as foon as that ill inclination
prevails again: and this is commonly fo
practifed upon the Negroes, who are much

given to that vice,

CHAP XVIL
Of the varions Kinds of Fifb which are fijbed on the Coafl of Chile.
m-bda.LET the whale appear firft, fince by

its bignefs it is a kind of king of the
fea; and it where the king is, the court is,
we may give that title to the fea of Chile,
where there is fuch ftore of whales, that I

know not any place where they abound.

more ; and they arc accompanied by fuch a
court of little fithes of all kinds, that thofe
who have navigated thofe feas, cannot but
mention it with admiration. Among the
relt, William Seerten,” who came with a
flect through the ftreights, fays, That they
met with fo many whales near certain
iflands, that they were forced to fail with
great care and attention to avoid them,
they being fo many, that they were almoft
always in the fhips way, and endangered
the lofs of them, being fo big, that they
look’d like rocks : they arc all along the
coaft of Copiapq and Guafeo, and are of no
fmall profit, by the am they caft
on thoar. The journals of thofe who have
pafled the fireights do mention much of this
amber floating on the fca, and therefore no
doubt but a greatr deal of it ison fthoar;
but it is loft, for the Indians having no va
lue for it, know it not; and ’tis but with-
in thefe twelve years that the Araucana’s
minded it; by feeing fome Spanifb foldiers
look for it, they did fo too, and found a
great deal, and very good, on the coaft.
Of the grey fort, which is the beft, they
found great pieces of an ath colour, with a
nobler and more delicate fmell ; the ordi-
c

nary forts are yellow and black, and. it has
a qui_ckcr? though not fo fweet a fmell as
the grey.” I have heard the people of thofe
parts fay commonly, that the difference is
very accidental, and that it depends only
upon being more or lefs pn:‘P:u-’d by the
fun-beams: and rience feems to con-
firm this thought; for I have obferv’d that
the black does in time grow white, by be-
ing ’d to the fun in a box; but if it
be laid open, fo as both fun and rain come
upon it, the experiment will be more ma-
nifeft ; and as for the harfhnefs of the fmell,
it may be remedied by infufions in rofe
water, expofing it firlt to the dews for
nine days, and then to the fire, by which
means it grows perfect.

Though tis known that amber is a thing
which the whales caft from them, there is
diverfity of opinion about the manner, be-
caufe fome think that this noble produét is
forni’d at the bottym of the fea, or upon
fome rocks; and thas the whales eat it for
food; and not being able to endure it in
their ftomachs, becaufe it is naturally ex-
tream hot, they get to the thore to caft it
up: others fay, it is the whales excrements.
*Tis not my bufinefs to decide chis difpute.
The other great advantage which the
whales are of to the country, is the oil
they afford after they are dead ; and it isa
great deal that one whale will yield: ic
ferves for various ufes of life. We do not
know that thefe fithes dic of .a violene

death,
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death, becaufe their vaft bulk defends them '
both from men, and all other animals, that
may be their enemies ; but yet being fub-
je&t o pay the common debt of nature,

fea-lions, and do alfo mention many otherOvar.e.
forts of fithes which they took there, fome  1046.

of fixteen foot long, very favoury and good g
to eat.

»

when they find themfelves near death, they
draw near the land, and are often caft on
fhore by the fea, which will not bear any
corruption in its waters; and ’tis ftrange
to fec how they are thrown up in great
numbers on thofe coafts. The oil is made
by the heat of the fun, and when the wea-
ther has confum’d the fleth, the ribs and
other bones remain white; and the Indians
make ufe of them for feats: much more
conveniency and curiofity might be afforded
by them to other workmen. oo

There are another fort of fith which are
found rmroft on the coaft of Cogquimbo, which
are not fo big as whales, but yet are very
large, and a good fith to eat, ‘which are

wuny-fifb, the tunny-fith, and the Albacoras, which
3 A% the Indigns kill with great dexterity : they

go into the fca a good way upon floats of
feal-skins, well fowed together, and blown
up like 2 bladder; they carry with them a
kind of trident with fharp tongucs 5 this is
faftened 10 a long, flender, but ftrong rope;
the Indian guides his float near the fith he
choofes, -and then darts it with his trident ;
the tunny, as foon as wounded, goes out
to fea like lightening ; the /ndian gives him
fope enough, and follows him the way that
he runs, till the fifh has fpent icfelf bylofs

- of blood; and then the Jndian draws in his

fope, and the £ifh with it, , either dead or
dying, and lays it on his float, and he
reurns to port with his prey rejoicing.
There are many other forts of fithes ; one

Pyog . of the moft extraordinary is the flying-
fith, which fly with wings, and follow a
. fh?p like birds. The lion-fith is alfo ad-

mirable : they are found in great quantities
about the Streights of Magellan, near a
port, call’d Port Defire: they are very
good to eat, but very hard to take; for
though they wound them with fhot in ma-
ny places, yet if they do not hit them in
the head, or the flomach, they do riot
yield : they are as big as a colt, and have
a lion’s head, with a perfeét mane ; which
the females of them have not, neither are
they above half as big as the males, and
have a thinner skin. Thofe who have fail’d
through the Streights, talk much of thefe

Antonio de Herrera fays, That
there are fithes taken in the ifland of Sania
Maria, out of whofe eyes they take a fort
of coarfe pearl, which have a glofs like
the true ones, and are worn by the women;
and if, as they are foft, they were a little
hard, they would be better than pearls.

The fea wolves, or feals, whicii are found seawolnes,
I haveer feab.

on all the coafts, are innumerable.
feen whole rocks cover’d with them, and
they lay even one upon another, fo as fome
of them rolled down into'the fea aguin,
there not being roomn for fo many: they
are as big as calves, and make a noifc like
them.

Antonio de Herrera, in the voyage of

Moagellan fays, That in the river of the .

Crofs, in the Streights, they took one fo
large, that without his head, skin, and fat,

he weighed nineteen Caftillan Arrobas. The 4 Aroba
Indians take them for their skins, which are  #®emy

very hard and ftrong, and fom@ eat thei
fleth. As to the plenty of the ordinary
fith of thofe feas, the authors already cited
fpeak very advantageoufly of their kinds,
particularly William Scowten, who comi
with his fleet to the ifland of Fuan Fernan-
des, ih thirty three degrees, and forty cight
minutes, the quantity of fith they met with
was fo great, that in a very little time
they catch’d a great quantity of Robalos,
which is the beft and moft wholefome fith
of all thofe parts. They did not rake
them with nets, becaufe they had not time
to land, but with hooks at fea, by the
fhip’s fide, and that as faft as they could
throw in and pull up.-

What I mylelf have feen, is in-the great
lake of Rapel, all the fides of it cover’d

with Pgercges, by the vaft quantity ofPejereges.

them which came upon the coaft, as the
droves of pilchards by the bay of Concep-
tion, and in Chiloe, fo that they take them
with blankets. I have feen the fame droves
of tunny-fith, which come leaping over
one another’s backs, as if there were not
room for them ; and, indeed, that climate
being fo favourable to multiplication in all
animals on fhoar, as fhall be thewed in its
proper place, it cannot well be otherwife
as to the fithes, : '

CH AP XVIL
Of the Birds of Chile.

H E birds and fithes feem to be bro-

thers of the fame wenter, the author

of nature having created them bee

the element of water; and thérefore, to
Vor.IIL :

difpatch all the creatures of this country,
having treated of the firft, it feems that the

baeh out of _chain of an orderly narration obliges us to
. fay fomething of the others.

To fpeak
K v generally,

i
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Of the Narure and Properties of ihe

OvALLE. generally, it may be truly faid of the air

1646.

of that hemifphere, that it hasa great ad-
vantage.over the earth, though fo fertile,
fo rich, and fo delicious, as we have repre-
fented it ; for though it is true, that it now
produces the animals and fruits of Europe,

" with fuch an increafe as is wonderful, yet

The eagle.

1640.

th&mu.

Birds of

g’_ -
inging-

6hiux

Birds of
seme,

it cannot be denicd, that before the §ya-
niards carried thither the feeds and animals
which are now fo multiplied, (for they had
them not in any fort, though perhaps others
which fupplied the want of them,) the air,
without Ecing at all enrich’d by the accef-
fion of foreigners, has maintain’d always
fuch an abundance of the volatile kind, that
it needed no fupplies from Eurgpe, but ra-
ther has many to make up any one defect.

. To begin with the king of them all, the
cagle : there are thae abundance of them;
thofe whih are call’d royal or imperial
have been feen wwre only twice;  firft,
when the Spaniards firft enter’d that king-
dom; and the- fecond time, in the year
1630. when the Araucanos fubmitted their
untam’d necks to their God and the king,
they interpreting this as one of the figns of
God Almighty’s will to incline them to
take that refolution which they then took.
As for the ordinary eagles, who do not dif-
fer much from the others, they have al-
ways been and are ftill in the country very
common. There are likewife bred faul-
cons, fo large and ftrong, that for their
beauty they have been carricd from thence,
though fo f;:i as a prefent to the king of
Spain ; and-they are commonly carried to
Pery, particularly that kind which are cal-
fed primas, or firft, though thofe call’d
fecond are very large too. There are befides,
all other birds of rapine and prey ; and of
the finging-birds, there are linnets, bul-
finches, nightingales, blackbirds, and ma-

ny others, who torm fome a bafs, and fome -

a tenor, with all the other parts of a har-
mony, beyond belicf, particularly in fum-
mer, under the fhades of trees.

The birds for game are, herons, par-
tridges, wild pigeons, thruthes, turtles, par-
rots, wild ducks of a thoufand forts, fome
of one colour, and fome of another, and

Tame fonl.all very good.  The domeftick tame fowls

L Y
Swallow;.

owls and
bats.

are hens, ducks, geefe, turkeys; and that

nothing may be wanting, fwallows in fum-"

mer, which go away in winter, asthey do
in Europe, to warmer climates ; fcreech-owls,
and other night-birds; as alfo bats.

Thefe are the birds of the European kind,
which arc found in thofe parts, as well as
I can remember 5 and there is hardly a bird
here in Eurgpe, that T obferve in the ficlds,
that I have not obferv’d the like fomewhere
in Chile, with very little difference.

Who now can defcribe the variety of
native birds of that climate? who are in

C
~

fuch variety and abundance, that people arc
fain to guard their vineyards from them as
foon as the grapes begin to ripen; and yer
’tis impofiible to hinder them from doing a
great deal of mifchicf, they being fo nim-
ble, and having fo fecure a retreat, though
all forts of inventions, fuch as guns, crofs-
bows, flings, fcarc-crows, are put in ufe;
fo that if any are negligent, they may be
fure to find their vintage made to their hand.

And this mifchief is not only for their vine-

yards, but likewife for all feeds, which is
tain to be watched after ’tis fowed, ’till it
fprouts ; and as foon as the wheat and maiz
begin to ripen, the guards muft be renewed 5
for there comes whole armies of birds to
attack them, and do them as much mif-
chief as if they were Xerxes's armices,

In particular, the parrots are fo voracious Parrots,

and greedy, and have a bill that cuts like
arazor; they come in flocks of fuch an
extent, that when they rife they cover the
air, and fill it with fuch a confufion of cries,
that I cannot find any thing to compare it
to. This kind of birds is bred all over
Chile, in the mountains, and in the Cordil-
lera s and ’tis wonderful to fe how exadtly
they come to an hour,#s if they were call’d
by a bell, or had fome notice where and
when the fruits are ripe, and in feafon for
them to enjoy them: they come down from
the mountains in the evening ; and the noife
they make in flying, though they fly high,
is'fuch, that one would think them clofe
by : they have a fhrill clear voice, and they
fiy all fcreaming at once, fo that their
noife is very loud: they are all green and
yellow, and have a blue circle about their
neck, and very good to ear, particularly
the young-ones.

Thofe years which are to prove rainy,
as the natives obferve, as foon as the wea-
ther. grows cool, before the winter begins,

one may fee every evening, for many days,

. great quantitics of crows come down from

the Cordillera into the plains: they come
about an hour before fun-fet in fquadrons,
forming a triangle or pyramid, the point
of which is led by one fingl eone, before
whom none dare go: the figure they make
is moft regular, with great correfpondency
to each other, as if they were fixed in the
air, and immoveable, fo equal and well-
concerted is their flight.

has bigger wings: they are either black or
brown, and very voracious of carrion. In
the time of flaughtering, which is cvery
year in Ciile of moft beails, there s a
great deal of fleth loft 5 then thefe birds
come, as if one had founded a charge
to them, and fall upon the carrion with
fo much greedinefs, that having caten their

all,

b
There is likewife a bird which we call T’}E"Cr’y" ;
Taltales, or Galinafos : it is likea duck, but G¥m

3
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fill, they cannot rife again, and are eafily
knock’d on the head with fticks : the bones
of their legs are valued to make fcizers, and
their quills, which are as thick as ones fin-
ger, ferve for harpficals, and other curiofi-
ties. Out of this flaughtering-time they
die with hunger ; but among all the ways
they have of maintaining themfelves, their
way of hunting young goats and lambs is
admirable : they fic upon high trees, and
from thence fpy the flocks of theep and
goats, watching till any of the young-ones
ftray from the guard of its dam, as they
often do, cither ftaying behind to feed, or
climbing fome rock: this the Taltale quick-
ly feeing ; and that the young-one is far

Kingdom of CHILE.
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from the defence either of the fhepherd or OvALLE.

old-one, it leaps upon it, and the frft thing
it does, is to peck out its eyes, and eat its
brains ; which it does fo quick, that though
it cry, and the fhepherd or mother come to
its relief, "tis too late. Very like to thefe are
another fort of bird, both as to bignefs, co-
lour, and fhape, and its difpofition to prey ;

1646

~

they call them Peuq:{es, only they are fome- Peuques.

thing lefs, and of a nicer diet, being pleafed
with nothing but hens or chickens, which
they take very dexteroufly: they are fo
bold and nimble, as to get into a hen-rooft,
and carry away their prey, even in prefence
of the owners, without being ftopped or
prevented. ,

CHAP XIX.
The fame Matter is purfued, and the Flying of Hawks treated of-

MONGST the great numbcr of
birds which are bred in likes and
ponds, and on the fea-fide, which are of
great variity, norce are more remarkable
than the birds called Flamenges : they are
whire and fcarlet, bigger than turkeys, but
fo long lczg’d that they walk through a
lake with great gravity, the water not
touching their feathers by a foot or two :
the Lixd:zns delight in making works of

their white and fcarlet feathers, for their-

dances and their feafts.

There is another bird, called the Child-
kird, beceoufe it looks like a fwadled child
with its arms at liberty : I have not feen
them any where but at fea 5 perhaps they
are the fame, called Pinguins, of which fre-
quent mention is made by thofe who pafs
the Streights of Magellan: They are ge-
nerally pzinted in the maps; and they fay,
there are abundance of them in thofc parts,
and that they are good meat.

There are other birds which furnifh the
tufts of feathers, called Herons-feathers,
which ‘though fo narrow, yet are fo valued,
that formerly every feather was worth two
rials : thofe which grow under their wings
are larger and better, though thofe on their
heads, which they wear as aigrettes, are
very fine, There are but few of this kind
of birds; for they do not increafe fo much
as others, There are more of that kind,
call’d Gargolas, which ferve for foldiers
feathers, and other ornament. There are
many- others of great variery of colours, of

~which the /ndians ufe to make their orna-

ments, called Mallengues, which are made
for the head like a garkind of motft fine co-
lours of wooll, and in that they ftick a
plume of fcathers, tor their dances, and days
of rejoicing. '

- The birds called by the Indians Poycas,

are very famous among them, in whofe
notes, at certain times and places, they find
great myfterics, prognofticating by them,
cither their own, or their children, or their
friends death, or ficknefs, or other misfor-
tunc ; and they remain with great ap

pre-
henfion and fear. The Spaniards call thefe

birds Pechicolorades, that 1s, marked on the -

breaft ; becaufe there is no fcarlet decper,
nor brighter, than the red on their breaft :
the other feathers of their wings and body
are brown. There are other very little ons,
called Pingucdas, whofe
bigger than an almond : thefe live upon
flowers ;.and that they may come at the
honey vof them, nature--has given them a
bill, which, when tis fhut, is like 2 needle
to fow with 5 and for this reafon they feed
flying, like bees, from flower to fiower,
without lighting but very feldom on a
branch of it, and that very flightly. Thefe
birds are of the greateft beauty imaginable ;
for if they were made of polifhed gold, they
could not fhine brighter: they have a green
mingled with this gold colour. The males
are diftingu
they have on the head a lively orange co-
lour, which is like fire.  Thofe on the
other fide of the Cordillera are yet more
beautiful, becaufe their tail is alio of the
colour of their head; and though they have
fo little a body, iheir wil is a foot long,
and two inches broad. ’

- There is likewife 2 very odd bird, to
which the Spaniards have given the name of

ithed from the. females, in that:

body 1s not much pingucdas.

Wood-Pecker ;5 becaufe though they are but Wood. pec.

litde, they have fo ftrong and fharp a bill,
that they form their nefts with it in the
trees, farming a hollow place fit for them
as exactly, as if they had an initrument to
doit. Of thefe I have feen but few 3 but
there are great numbers of a kind of birds,

called

ker. )
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Ovarie.called Condores, which are as white as er-
1646- min, and of their skins they make muffs,

-

it being of ‘a very foft touch, and extream
warm ; but the bellies of the buzzards are
much more fo, being admirable to make
ftomachers to cover the pit of the ftomach,

and help digeltion.

I have not feen fuch variety of birds on
the other fide of the Cordillera 5 and the
caufe, I believe, is the drynefs of the land,
and the want of that fhelter of woods and

groves which are on Chile fide ; but in thofe .

plains, called the Pampas, there are Fran-

Francolios. colins to be found, which are a fort of wild

Oftriches.

Yariety of
drverfiens -
m hungng,
Lawking,
&e.

hens, and as big 5 but much better meat,
and of a higher relith.  There are likewife
Ojiriches, who are a mighty bird, and very
numcrous there.  They often find their
neits, and in them fuch a quantity of eggs,
as onc neft will feed a great company ; one
of them alone being beaten and fry’d,
makes a paneake big enough to dine feve-

ral people : their feathers are employ’d for
umbrclYos to keep off the fun, and other
good ufes.

*Tis a pleafunt fight ro fee the taking of
the Francolins : the Indian, with a firing
made at one end into a running knot or
noofe, at the other having a little piece of
fharp cane faftened to it, goes out to find
them, which when he has done, he draws
gently near, fo as not to fright his game;
when he is at a due diftance, he. begins to
go round the bird, making with the canc

- feveral circles over his head. The Franco-

{in is of its own mature a very fearful bird,

.and fimple, and dares not rife, becaufe he

thinks he 1s encompafied round, but goes
into the middle of the circle ; where the
Indian leflening Rill his rounds, . follows it,
fo that at laft it fquats down upon the
ground, and lcts the Thdian };lut the noofe
over its head ; which when he has done,

touching it on the wing with the fharp end,

of the cane, the bird flies up, and draws
the noofe clofe, and fo is catch’d like the
fifhes by an angling-rod.

*Tis not fo eafy to catch the Oftriches ;
for though they do not fly, yet they have
fuch large wings, that though a greyhound
be very fwift, if the bird has law of him,
he will hardly overtake him ; but if by
chance he comes up with him by furprize,
or otherwife, . ’tis wonderful to fee the art
the Oftrich ufes to avoid his teeth ; for
when the dog is juft going to feize, the O
trich lets down one of his wings, and fixes
it to the ground, covering with it its whole
body : the greyhound thinking he has him
fure, takes hold with open mouth 3 but he
fills it only with feathers, and is cheated ;
for immediately the Oftrich, before the dog

- can clear his mouth, fets a running, and .

gets 4 good length before him ; and often
c .

efcapes, if the greyhound does not make
extraordinary haft to overtake it.

This is a very diverting fport ; but that
which is ufed in Chile with Faulcons is much

more fo : not to fly partridges, for thatis -

a known fport every where ; but with an-
other fort of bird, which the Indians call
Quulteu, from the found of its note when

it fings, which founds fo. Thefeare as big -

as hens, and have very large wings, and
uYon their wings they have, in the joining
place, provided by nature for their defence,
certain fharp points. The Spaniards call

thefe birds Friers, either becaufe they al-

ways go two and two, or three and three,
or becaufe the colour and order of their fea-
thers is fo, that one would really think they
have a hood and a frock.

For this fport ’tis not enough to have
one Faulcon,but there muft be two, and thofe
very well taught, and dexterous to affift
one another. There ufes to be very good
company to fec the engagement, as we

“may call it; for it is worth feeing. Com-
ing then to the place that thefe birds haunt,
which is generally fome meadow or watery
ground, (for that they never forfake, their

laft defence being in the water, as foon as.

they are fprung,) one at a time, the fportf-
man dies one Faulcon at them, who, as if
he minded not his game, endeavours to get
as high as he can, and get the wind of his
prey, who, at the fame time, does the fame
thing, and contends for place with his ene-
my ; fo that they both get almoft out of
fight ; butat laft the Faulcon having the bet-
ter wing prevails. When he has got advan-
tage enough over him, he comes down up-
on him like lightening ; but the Quultex
defends himfelt, either by avoiding the
blow, or by oppofing the armed points of
his wings ; upon which often the unwary
hawk is wounded in the breaft. When the
fportiman fees the engagement laft too long,
fearing his hawk may" tire, or be balked
before the victory declares for him, loofes
his other Faulcon to hclp the firflt, who be-

ing frefh, foon joins his companion, and

both together fall upon the Quulteu, but not
at the fame time, left they fhould hinder
one another : one gives him a blow, and

then the other another ; and fo, though he

make a good defence, he is forced to yield,
which he does, by making a way for the wa-
ter, where he has his laft retreat to defend
his life : here he expects his enemies upon
his back, with the points of his-armed
wings turned towards them :- the Faulcon
defpifing the danger, comes down with all

his force, and feizing her with one foort,

tears her to pieces ; but ’tis not without
receiving fometimes dangerous wounds. The
victory does not always coft fo dear; for
that is according to the ftrength of the con-

tenders.

Book I
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tenders. . I omit the fhooting of wild-fowl

in the fens and waters, which is neverthelefs

very entertaining, as are likewife the Jn-
dians ways with nets, noofcs, arrows, night-
lights ; nay, the manner of catching the
Faulcons themfclves is as diverting: “tis done
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with fine nets, in which they involve them, OvALLg,

that they may not hurt their wings.

1646.

This is fufficicnt about the birds; and '

fince we are in the region of the air, fo near
heaven, let us fay fomething of it before we
come down to the earth again,

. CHAP XX

Of the Heaven, and Stars, which are proper to the Kingdom and Region
. . of Chile. .

2 1S the common opinion of all thofe
that have fcen and dwelled in Chile,
that its foil and heaven, if they have
their equal, have not their fuperior in the
world ; and though fome fay the ftars of
the artick pole are larger than thofe of the
antartick, yet das to their brightefs and
beauty, and the light they give, and as to
their numbers, with the clearnefs of the
heavens where they are, there is none but
muft own the advantage on the fide of the
antartick. We may give, as'a natural rea-
fon of this, the temper of the climate, both
as to air and earth ; for though there are
in it fo many rivers, as we have obferved,
yet they being rapid, and fwift in their
courfe, do not caufe overmuch humidity by
their ftay, but afford only what is ncceffa-
ry for its fertility 5 and, of the two ex-
treams, the country is rather dry than moift,
particularly as far as thirty four or thirty
five degrees, as is maniteftly' made out b
two experiments : firft, by tKe facility wit}:

which all wounds are cured, which ufe to’

be much longer in wet countries ; and, fe-
condly, ’tis proved from the habitations and
houfes, where the beft apartments are repu-
ted to be on the firft floor, they being look-
ed upon in fummer for cooleft, and in win-
ter for warmeft ; and, though they are wa-
tered every day in the year, and the floors
moft commonly but of earth, not at all up-
on vaults, yet they are never unhealthy
and there is no need of board-flooring or
mats, Jet the winter be never fo fharp. This
is a convincing argument, that the country
inclines to drynefs rather than to humidity ;
from whence it follows, that the fun raifes
fewer vapours ; and therefore the air being
clearer, -the brightnefs of the ftars is more
confpicueus; and for this reafon the fun fets
and rifes fo glorious, cafting out refplendent
beams of light, which is not fo on the other
fide of the Cordillera ; for there I have feen

“the fun pretty high, and its whole body vi-

fible, and yet no waysdazzling, the vapours
of the eanf taking away thl:;g-adia.nt bgsuty
of irs beams.

The experience of this is yet more ad-
mirable to thofe who fail from Perx for Chile ;
for though they keep out a great way from

land, yet they know prefently by the hori-
zon when they come to the heighth of Chile 5
for they begin to fee it all difengaged from
clouds®and ferene, gilded and glorious,
and its beauty increafing upon them every
day, a®they gain more heighth towards
the pole.  On the contrary, when they fail
for the linc from Chile, the ncarer they
grow to the tropick, that light and {iplen-
dor grows duller and duller ; fo that in
my voyage for Panama, I faw all the ho-
rizon muddy, fad, and clouded, which con-
tinued, till I'got to the Havana; where be-
ing in cighteen degrees north latitude, the
horizon cleared up and grew every day bet-
ter and better, ti]ﬁ) we got to Spain.

So much for the clearnefs and beauty of
the heavens and ftars, which may be con-
firmed by all thofe who have feen the place ;
but ’tis not fo of the bignefs of the ftars.
The aftrologers pretend, That the contem-

lation of them, and their meafure, be-
Fongs entirely to their art, as underftand-
ing beft the difpofition of the celeftial
fphere ;5 but, in my judgment, they who

can beft fpeak of this matter, are thofe who

have feen both poles, as is well obferved
by Fobn and Theodore de Brye, in the
eighth and ninth part of their twelve cu-
rious books, where they relate variety of
hiftories, obfervations, and voyages, which
have been in the Nortb and South America,
as far as the Streights of Magellan. They
report then the opinions of learned men,
who, in failing on the South Sca, obferved
what I fhall here produce, tranflated faich-
fully from their elegant Latin into our vul-
‘gar- tongue, in thefe words :

The learned of our nation, who have [ail- John and

Theodore

ed on the South Sca, do relate 12 us many 4 Brye.

things of that sky, and its flars, as well of
their number, as beauty and bignefs 5 and
my opinion is, that the flars we fee berey are
n0 ways preferrable to the meridianal ones s
but rather do affirm, without difpute, that
thofe frars which are near theantartick pole
are more in number, and brighter and big-

er.
£ He adds, befides, fpeaking of the ftars
of the conftellation of the Cruzero, that
their {plendors and beauty is exaordinary,

Vou. IIL L and
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" ,fconftcllations they make.

Ovarre.and that the Vis Laffea, or Milky-Way,
1646- s much bri ’

ter in thefe parts.  This is
all from thofe authors.
Peter Theodore, a moft skilful pilot and

seen confiel- aftronomer, relates in particular the ftars of

that hemifphere, and the fourteen figures or
The firft is the
Camcelcon,which contains ten ftars; the fecond
is the Indian Afpick, made up of four ftars;
the third is the Flying-Fi/b,which is made up
of feven ; the fourth, called the Fifs Dorado,
is compofed of five ; the fifth is called the
Hydra, and is of fifteen ; the bird Toncan,
which is the fixth, has eight ftars; and the
Pbenix, which is the {eventh, has four-
teen 3 the Crane has thirteen, which is the

eighth ; in Noab’s Dove, which is the ninth,
there appear eleven ; the Indian Sagiutary,
which 1s the tenth, has twelve ; the Pea-
cock, which is the eleventh is compofed of
fixteen ; the Bird of Paradife, otherwife cal-
led Maaucodiata, has twelve 3 the thir-
teenth is the Triangle, and contains five s
and the laft is the Cruzero, in which are
four, which make a crofs, with a little
one clofe by it, which makes the foot of the
crofs. And though this Cruzero is the
guide of thofe who fail in the South Sea, as
the Cynofura is to thofe who navigate the
Nortb Sea, yet it is not immediately at
the pole, but thirty degrees from ir; but
there being no ftars of that bignefs near
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it, it is made ufe of for that effe@, but not
for the needle; for that in cither fea, whe-
ther fouth or north latitude, always turns
to .the north ; though when one is in the
South Sea, the whole globe of the earth, or
the beft part of it, is between them and the
north, according to the circle that the
Cruzero makes. The fix’d point of the
polc feems to be between two, as it were,
great clouds, though they are not fuch, but

clufters of ftars, not well diftinguifhable,

fuch as compofe the Via Lattea; and they
are always fixed, without ftirring ; and when

Kingdn of CHILE. :
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the heavens are clear, they are Brighter, and OvALLE.
berter feen. There are other ftars nearer 1646

thefe clouds than thé Cruzero; but not be-
ing fo big, there is lictle notice taken of
them, but only of the Cruzero ftars, which

are indecd very beautiful, and fhine with

great livelinefs. T fuppoft that thofe who
have not feen them in their own place and

fituation, would be glad to fve a draughe

of them; which therefore I have placed

in the foregoing page, reprefenting them

as they are feen there,

CHAP XXIL

Of the Animals, as well proper, as new Comers to the Kingdom of Chile;
and alfo of the Bezoar-Stones. '

ILL the Spsmiards came to thefe
T American parts, there never had been
feen in them cither cows, horfes, fheep,
hogs, houfe~cats, nor rabt its tvme or wild:
nor dogs, except thofe culled cur-dogs;
but no hounds, greyhounds, nor other dogs
for game, either by land or water ; no maf-
tifs, nor little dogs, which we call lap-

-dogs ; no goats, nor affes : but as foon as

the Spamiards were fettled in Chile, and
found the land fo proper for the breed of
cattle and flocks, they have increas’d them
toad of fuperfluity ; fo that there is
not only enough for the fupport of human
life, but alfo for thofe animals who are car-
nivorous ; for, as we have feen above, in the
flaughtering time, much flefh lies wafte in
the fields, fo that ’tis neceflary to burn it,
and throw it into lakes and rivers, to hin=
der its corrupting the air. ~ That which in
other parts is call’d-a calamity and dcfola-
tion of the country, which 1s a murrain
among cattle, in Chile is thought a neceffa-
ry purge of the too great abundance of it.

This may feem a paradox ; but yet is found-

ed upon experience, becaufe the cattle in-

creafling as it docs, and the lind being fo

good, that it fattens them to a wonderful
degree, (there being often taken out of one
cow a hundred and fifty pounds weight of
tallow, each pound of fixteen ounces,) there
is enough to do to get a vent for it. The
fame may be faid ot the hides; for though
Peru, where the beft part of the confump-
tion is made, is fo great, yet fuch .is the
product of Chile, that it wants another
Peru to confume it ; for chis reafon ’tis a
gain to lofe the increafe of the cagde, for
then the prefit .is more, with lefs oouble
and coft of fervants. In the beginning of
the fettlement in Chile, Don Antomio de Her-
rera fays, That horfes were commonly fold
for a thoufand pieces of eight a horfe; and
Gareilafp fays, That at firft @ horfe did

not ufe to be fold in Perx at all, except
upon the death of the owner, or upon his
returning to Spain ; and in that cafe they
were fold for tour, five, or fix thoufand
pieces of cicht a horfe. He fays, he him-
felf knew a foldicr who had an excellent
horfe, and that a negro going one day by
with him in his hand, a gentleman, who
faw them, fent to offer the foldier ten thou-
fand pieces of eight for the horfe and ne-
gro, which he refufed with contempr : but
fince that time horfes have multiplied fo,
that there being not people enough to feed
and tend them, they are fallen excremcly.
The cows too have increafed fo as to cover
the ficlds; and ’tis a wonderful thing to
fee in thofc great plains of Tucuman and
Buenos Aires vaft herds of them feeding,
without any other mafter than the firft that
will take them, if he can. I have feen in
Chile, in the territory of St. Fago, horles
already drefs’d for war, fold for two
Lrowns a-piece, to fupply the army, and
yet for thape, courage, and good qualities,
they yield to no Neapolitan horfe I ever faw;
no, nor to the Andaluzes, from whom they
are defcended ; for they have had no rea-
fon to degenerate in fo good a land.  The
cows too, which were at firft out of all
price, I have feen fold for a crown a-piece,
and the calves for balt a crown: the fheep,
fuch as I have feen bought in flocks for
Guyo and Tucuman, have been fold for three
pence, or three half~pence a-piece.
“Theodore and Fobn de Brye, do mention
fome author, who fays, That rats were like-
-wife ftrangers to .Chile, and were carried
thither by. an Antwerp fhip that paffed the
Streights of Miagellan : they muft not mean
he ordinary houfe-rats and mice, but thofc
great ones which have a large tail, and

.are about a foot long :. thcy are called Pe- Pcricore‘_s.
ricotes, and are very mifchievous. This :f‘::i'ﬂ"
fhip, without doubt, took port in fome )

of
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OVALLE.of thofe of Cbile; where it left thefe ani- hunters or their dogs, yct the water over-
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are called the fheep of that country : they The animals called Guanacos, Chamois,wild goars, =

o 1646. ‘mals, fo prejudicial and hard to deftroy ; comes them 3 and while they fly from ir, e
{1 MV for they refift the cats, and ’tis a ftout one  the Jndians watch for them at their other
*f;' - . that can kill them. But it isa wonderful holes, and with their dogs take them as - 4
g thing to obferve, that though in fea-towns thc’% come out to avoid the water. : Ee
i the magazines, {hbps, and warchoufcs, are here are another fort of little. rabbits, smatram - 8
2':;3 " full of them, yet they never go further which are like thefe, but they arc tame, and rebbins, " ol
iR into the land, which they might cafily do, the Indians call them Cuyes, which are alfo gg;f; A
i ] by fo much carriage as the commerce of very good meat: they are of pretty colours, -
o thofe parts requires. I believe the air of the and fpotted : they are very common every
3N : Cordillera does not agree with them, and fo  where.
f, M may have killed thofe which have been car- The fquirrelsare not fo; and 1 do nog Squirrels. 9
f ried by chance with goods; for I do not knqw thc)f are to be fbupd any where in 2
. ;,‘g . rememrber I ever faw one in St. Fago, nor Cbile, butin the valley of Guafis : they arc i
: “ I inany town far from the fea-fide. grey, or afh-colour, and their skins are
Shigh Sheep. Among the animals that arc proper to  mightily valued for furs, for their warmth
:' Chile, the firft may be reckoned thofe which  and finenefs of the touch. ,

are of the fhape of camcls, not fo big, nor or wild goats, are very like theft country

e ~ vaft, and without the bunch that camels fheep, as well in their fhape as motions;
x4 . have: they are white, black, brown, and but they are of a different colour; for they
E fome are afh-coloured. The authors above are red, of a clear colour: they never can

3 ' cited fay, That anciently they ferved to be tam’d, but go in flocks, feeding in the

plow the land in fome parts, before there fields; and ’tis as much as a very fwitt horfe
were oxen in it; nay, in the relation of can do to overtake them running; and if
George S;ilberi and his fleet, ’tis faid, the they have the leaft ftart of them, they frem
Dutch pafling by the ifland of Mocha, faw to play with them; for by an eafy gallop,
the Indians ufe them irf that work. they make the horfe ftrain’; in which they

They are made ufe -of at this time in are much help’d by their fong legs, for by
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fome parts, for carriage of wine, wheat,
maize, and other provifions ; and I remem-
ber to have feen them about thirty years
ago ferve to carry water at St. Fago trom
the river to the houfes, for the ufe of the
family ; but now they are not at all em-
ployed there in this kind of labour, there
being fuch quantities of mules and affes for
all that fervice. Thefe fheep have their

upper lip flit, with which they do, as it

were, {pit at thofe who vex them ; and the
children, who ufe to do*it, when they fee
them ready to fpit, runaway; for they
know, and ’tis a common truth, that where-
ever their fpitting falls, it caufes a fcab ;
and having a very long neck, about three
foot long, they ufe thefe defenfive arms the
better. Their woolis extreamly valued ; for
of it are woven cloaks, or mantles, fo fine,
that they look like camlet: they govern
them by a kind of bridle, which they put
through holes in their ears, and fo by pul-
ling the reins, turn them which way they
will : they kneel down to be loaded, and
when the loading is well fitted and faftened,

RS G
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them they gain more ground at every reach :
yet ’tis very eafy to catch the young-ones,
or thofe who are not us’d to be hunted; be-
caufe being fo tall, and their boncs, becaufe
of their youth, not well knit, they arc ea-
fily tir'd; fo that by following a Hock of
them on horfgback with dogs, (and they go
three or four hundred ina flock,) the young-
ones are forc’d to lag behind, and fome are
kill'd by the dogs, fome are knock’i on
the hcm! with a ftick by the hunter. I have
feen them bring thus three or four dead ata
time. And this is not only a pleafant, but a
ufeful fport; for the ficth of thefe young-
ones is like kid’s flefh, and is eaten freth;
but that of the old-ones is mqt fo, but dried
and fmoak’d : tis the beft of that kind in
the world. - ' 4 ’
Thefe creatures brced,,ffh’ a bag they have Tér bezar 3
under the belly, the begoar-fidnes, which fione.
are fo valued againft goilon And malignant ;
fevers, good to rejoice the learr, and other =
admirable effe@s. Thé mdteer out of which -
they are made, are Ires of great virtue,
which thefe animals cat to cure themielves

. they rife and carry it very gravely. of any thing they ail, and preferve them-
Pegues, s L here are likewife natural to that coun- felves from the “poifon of any venomous
fmall fors trya fort of little rabbits, called by the /n- creature, as ferpents, or poifonous plants,
ofwildrab- dians Pegues, which they eat with much and other accidents. -t

i pleafure: they are wild. The taking of  Thefe ftones arc found in the oldcft gua- e
them is very good fport: they carry wa- nacos; and the reafon is, that their natural -
ter in great tubs to their holes; and though heat not being altogether fo ftrong as the

: they aré very deep, and have fecret iffues heat of the young-ones, they cannot convert -
f‘r: 2x and correfpondencies with each other under into their fubftance all the humour ot the g
t 48 ground, to avoid being purfued by the herb they rake toremedy their indifgofition ; o

-k e and s
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and fo nature has provided, that what re-
mains may be depofited in that' bag, and
be made a ftone to cure in men “the fame
infirmities: according to this notion one
may obferve, that the ftone is compos’d of
feveral coats, fome thicker, and fome thin-
ner, according to the quantity of matter
that is gathered together at each time, Juft
as a wax candle is made by feveral coats
given at feveral times to form its bignefs.
*Tis likewife a thing well expertenced,
that in thofe countries, where there are
moft vipers, and other poifonous animals,
thefe ftones are moft plentiful; and the
caufe is manifeft, becaufe thefe animals,
and the deer-kind, do beat fo much ground
for their livelihood, they are more expos’d
to venomous creatures, which, when trod
upon, wound them forely, and.they run
naturally to their remedy in thefe herbs;
and asthey do this more frequently in thofe
parts where they reccive moft damage, by
confequence there are more of thefe ftones
engender’d, |
From hence it happens, that-in thofe
¢f Cuyo, there isa greater quantity of
thefe. bezoar-ftoncs to be had, than in that
whicht we call properly Chile; for thereare

+ ‘many vipers and potfonous creatures, of

which Chile is very free, as we have faid;
and yet there are taken fome ftones here,
but the greateft part come from Cuyo; to
which likewife it is of fome confidaration,
that there are bred more guanacos and ftags
than in Chile; for that country being not
fo populou . and having fuch vaft plains,
thefe animuls have room enough for food
and for increafe ; but it is not fo towards
the fea-fide of Cbile, for that bcing very
populous, and full of cattle and flocks,
there is no room for the wild ones, except
upon the edges of the Cordillera, from
whence they come down into the plains
fometimes. . o
The bignefs of thefe ftones is in propor-
tion to the animal that breeds them ; the
moft certain rule is, that if they are little,
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there are many in the bag, and fewer ifOvALLE.

large ; and fomctimes, when very large,
there is but one. I carried with me to Jtal.
one that weighed thirty two gunces; and
yet that- was not it which made’it the moit
valuable, but its virtues and fhape, for it
was a perfet oval, as if it had been turn’d
by a turner: the Indian who found it had
feventy pieces of eight for it; becaufe when
a great ftone is tound, it is not fold by
weight, but according to the eftimation of
the owner, and the bigger the dearer.

The virtue of thefe bezoar-ftones is very
well known and experienced; and people
of quality take them, not only in the time
of their ficknefs, but alfo in health, to pre-
ferveir: the way of ufing them is to put
them whole into the veflel that holds.either
the wine or water, or into the glafs our of
which one drinks, and the longer they ftay
in, the morc virtue they communicate.
And if a perfon be not much indifpofed,
there is no need of ufing them any other
way ; but if any one fhould be attack’d
by any diftemper of confequence, and be
fick at heart, or ‘be affetted with melan- "
choly fits, it would have more virtue to
grate a licel: of the ftone to powder, and
drink it : whatfoever way ’us taken, it
comforts the heart, purifies the blood ; and
the ufing of it is look’d upon as a prefer-
vative againft all infirmities.

There are alfo bred in the Pampas, or

1646.

the plains of Cxyo, many hares; ahd one Hares.

fort, call’d Chirichinches, whofe flefh taftes

like that of fucking pigs. But the greateft

increafers are the Granacos, and the deer.
It has been faid already, that in Chile there
are but few, for the reafons alledged ; but

there are great quantity of wild cows and #ildcow:.
wild mares, whi:li came at firft from fome i mare-.

which went aftray, by the negligence of
the owners ; and being once in thofe moun-
tains, they have increafed fo wonderfully,
that they are become a game, and many go
to kill them, or take them for profit.

CHAP XXIIL

- land of America has to Spain, one is.
the having enrich’d it with fo many noble’
ints, trees, and feeds, which it wanted ;
r before the Spaniards conquer’d it, there
were not in-all America either vincs, fig-
trees, olive-tregs, apple-trees, melicotoons,
peaches, aubdrges, quinces, pears, pome-
grinates,. chertics, apricots, plumbs, oran-
ges, lemons, citrons, nor almonds. As
for feeds, "there was neither wheat, barley,
nor oats, anifeed, ‘coriander-feed, cumin,
w Vo AII ' !
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. : Of the Trces growing in Chile.

nor oreganum, linfeed, flax, peafe, beans,
nor cabbage, letrice, radithes, cardoons,
chicory, or indive, berengucnas, gourels,
melons, cucumbers, parfley, garlick, or

onion. But inftead of thefe trees, fruits,

sand plants, the author of nature had pro-
vided them with others of-great ufe and
good relifh, fuch as maize all over Ame-
rica : Frifoles, Las Papas el Madi, Los Ca-
palios, and fome’others, are proper only to
Peru, and the land within the tropicks;
“the Camotes, Guayabas, Mammeyes, Pian-
. , M

tanos,
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OvALLE.tanos, Zipitapotes, Anm:,.N.iﬁieros,‘ Agqua- and walnut-trees, though as to their fruit,

LA TR S

] - 1646 - cates, Pinmas, Guamabanas, Papayass, Pi- it is not fo large as that of Eurgpe, the nuts
N MV~ tabayas, and many others, which, though having the fhell as thick again, and by
o : highly commended, do not generally come confequence lefs meat.  This is as to the
hoy g ~ up to the relith of the Eurgpean fruits. garden-trees brought from Europe. 3
il And the bread and wine has been a fingular  As for the trees natural to that country, g
i 4ddition to them, fuch as the Indians va- they are of two forts, the one is fruit-trees, 3
3 . 3 lue more than all their produ&, and parti- the other not: of the firft, I find only three
- . cularly the wine, which is their chief de- kinds of fpecies of thofe, which are like- g
i} light; as for bread they value it, but not~ wife in Europe, which are the avellanos,
RS ) fo much. : or hafel-nut, the pine-tree, and the algar-
'{ég : Though America is oblig’d to Europe rabos, or cod-tree. Of thofe which arc
b 41 i8] for all this addition, yet Chile much more, not properly fruit-trees, there are the /au-
73" - as having the greateft advantage by it, and  7el, the oak, the willow, the cyprefs,

oy with more plenty than any other part of which are in great abundance, and very

e that new world; for though all that we lzr%; out of thefe they have boards very
- . have nam’d of Eurgpean plants are to be fit for boxes and trunks, which are no ways
] ’ found fomewhere, yet not all everywhere ; pieced, but of one plank ; the doors and
: for in fome there grows corn, and not wine; coverings of the churches are alfo of this

b | in others both thofe, and not oil ; in Cyprefs-wood. |
; 'f‘ others neither corn, wine, nor oil, but hefe trees grow moft commonly in the Gyprefi-
M other fruit-trees. The fame thing may be precipices of the Cordillera, which beingre.

faid of the animals to eat ; fome have beef, deep, the cyprefies are extream 1
others mutton, others pork, which on the :nc? tall, for thcc;plhoot.up ull t}mirt;%cs
continent is a delicacy, and is given to the can be warm’d by the fun-beams; fo that
fick; fo that running over all America, we they areasflreightasa wax-candle, and of
may find that this communication of new fo fine a fmell and me, that though it
creatures has reach’d fome parts for onc be fo plentiful, it a good price, and
thing, and fome for another. But as for a greater in Pern, to which_ ’tis carried, as
the kingdom of Cbile, it may be faid to well as the cedar, which does not fell fo
have been totally oblig’d and enrich’d ; for well, becaufe there are more of them. :
all the trees, feeds, plants, and all the ani- _ Thefe cedar-trees are without compari-Ceder-rer,
mals, &c. of Europe, are to be found fon bigger, and have larger heads than the :
there, and that almoft in every part of ir, Cyprefs-trees, and of one of them are made
for ’tis rare to fec any thing take in one feveral planks ; but more of this when we
place, and not in another; but if it does come to fpeak of the iflands of Chiloe,
they may eafily have it from their neigh- for'there they are larger than in any other
bours, if it be not fo good, or not atall part. The colour of the wood isred when
with them: 1t is firft work’d, but in time, and by de-
- In the third chapter of this book, we grees, it lofes that lively colour, and comes
. have already mentioned how all thefe Ex- to be of a kind of walnut-tree colour ; the
ropean fruits and feeds take. in Cbile, but planks are of the fathion of cedar planks,
we can never enough dilate upon that fub- not fo fubject to the worm, but more eafy
jet : It will hardly be believed by moft to work. .
people, particularly’ by thofe who never  The oak alfo yields very large planks, The 0st.
having been out of their own country, are for they thrive exceedingly, and grow very !
fo in Jove with it, as not.to imagine there thick; fome of them are white, and the
can be any cqual to it, much lefs exceed it ; wood of them is corruptible ; others are red,
and we relating things fo diftant, of which and incorruptible. 3
we cannot bring ocular witnefles, we are  The planks from the paragua-trec are peragus. %
the more liable to contradi@ion; but fince the moft in ufe, but.lefs valuable. Thesree. 9
we are writing a hiftory, we muft fpeak the tree is a handfome branching tree, keeping
. .truth as we know it, and it really is. its leaves green all the year: they arc like
Trees. . Some trees do not éxceed in bignefsthofe elms.
. of Europe of the fame kind, as cherry-trees, The moft common wood of all, and that Cimamen- 8
" quince-trees, almond, peach, and pome- of which there is moft plenty, which ferves
' granate-trees, olive, orange, lemort, and for the covering of houfes and roofs, is the
citron-trees, melicotoons, which laft in T%- cinnamon-wood. Thefe are very large trecs,
cuman are neverthelefs very large, and to of a beautiful afpect; they keep their leaves
that degree, -that three or four men fome- all the year, and are like that which in 1
Yimes cannot embrace the body of one of Iraly they call the laurel royal.  The gua-Guaysc. 4
-thofe trees. I have feen fome apple-treesas yac-free 1s bred in the mountain or Cordil-sree.
big as elm-trees; the pear-trees are yet /era, and from thence has its hardnefs and
bigger, and much more the mulberry-trees, heavinefs, which is fuch, that it is like iron 5
: L) and
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and the balls made of it to play at billiards,
are almoft as hard as the 1 ones ; the
tree is no large tree, and the of the
wood is-a yellow mix'd with green; the
decoltion of it is good for many infirmities.
The fandal-tree 18 odongrous' ; there
are great quantities of them in the iflands
which are mm’m 7{';:» Fl‘ermnd:a.::d *tis
a prefervative agai plague, is
us’g by the confeflors, and others, who are
bound to approach infc&cgfpeoplc. There
are other trees and fhrubs of admirable vir-
tue for feveral inﬁrgmui]tics, of which :nh:i:
Indians have a icular knowledge,
perform admnmg?:tclum with them.

The fruit-trees bred in the mountains are
many, and of great variety : let us firft treat

alm-tree. Of that which indeed carries the palm, not

only becaufe of its name, but that its
hcighth, beauty, and abundance, and that
of its moft excellent fruit, challenges the
firft place among all the reft. '

They grow generally upon the moun-
tains, and in precipices, fo thick together,
that fecing them at a diftance, one would
think they were a clump fet by hand; they
are very thick and high, all the body of
the tree is naked till the top or firft fprout;
its nature is to lofe all its old bmncﬂl;mas
the new ones come out, by which means
the body of the tree rifing and difen-
cumber’d from fuch boughs as ufe in other
trees to grow out of the fides of them, is

totally cmplozod in feeding the top, and gard

the fruit which grows within it being, as it
were, a pyramid round it, to preferve it by
the admirable texture of its leaves and bran-
ches which encompafs it. _

Thefe palm-trees have 2 wonderful pro-
perty, and moft cerrain, which is, that
none of them give their fruir, t they
are in fight of each other; and if it ha
pens that onc comes up alone, without a
companion, though it thrive to a great
largenefs, yet it never bears, except another
be planred by it, and this they call the fe-
maﬁ:-, and as foon as the female is planted,

though never fo little a one, yet the great
ones bear, and the fecond in its time, when
it is big enough : I have feen the experience
of this ; and ’tis a thing well known to all.
The fruit of thefe trees is called Cocos,
and is like filberds, though bigger by half,
and the meat within the fhell is not folid,
but hollow, and is, round the edge, about
the thicknefs of a crown-piece, and in the
reft of the hollow is a kind of milk, or wa-
ter, of an excellent relith; and fo is the
fleth of ir, which is white, and ferves to
preferve the liquor like a viol, which ftays
in it till it be imbibed by the Coco, which
happens in fome months ; and then they are
not fo good to eat as when they are trefh;
~ but then they are.good to prelerve, as al-

Kingdow of CHILE.
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ture. 1645.
Antonio de Herrera, and other authors, =~ ¥

fay, that thefe Cocos are good againft poi-
fon; and nature feems to fet a value upon
it, by the many covers in which it is in-
volved ; firft, kernel is cover’d with a
fhell harder than that of the almond, then it
has another cover of a green colour, and
fometimes yellow, which is woven fo clofe
about it, and fo ftrongly, that when it is
green, ’tis eafier to break it than to peal it
off. The fruit grows cofe w a falk,
which fometimes will have abovea thoufind
onit; and this is environ’d by a great fhell,
which grows bigger and bigger with that
bunch it contains, till at laft the fruit makes
it burft and open into two parts, whichare
like two boats, each of above half a yard
long, and two, {pans diameter in the broad-
eft place, and the bunch within all of a fine
yellow, very beautiful to look on. It

on the branches till it be ripe, and then falls *
to the ground, where it 1s gather’d, and
great provifion is made of it for Peru; for
befides their being made a fweetmeat, the
children rid the meérchants of them for
play-things, it being one of their greateft -
entertainments.

The palm-trees which bear dates, donot
feem to be natural to this country, but
brought from abroad ; for I never faw them,
as others,~ wild in the fields, but oaly in

ens. )
There are other fruit-trees wild, which

come in the fields, and are call'd Pengue; they ToeProgse.

have a red frust, fomething bigger and more
oval than the filberds ; thefe the Indians eat
boil’d with other ingredients. There are
alfo trees call’d Magues, which are
beautiful and cooling ; the leaves are admi-

p- rable againft a burn ; the fruit is black like

a-myrtle-berry 5 ’tis very well relifh’d, ha-
ving . dulcepiquante very agreeable; it
blackens the mouth and hands when it is
caren, and for that reafon the more aiviliz’d
people do not ufe it fo much. There arc
alfo fruits of which the Indians make their
fermented liquors, whofenames and proper-
ties I cannot call to mind; only I know
there is great variety of them; and I can
remember one call’d Quelu : the fruit is
fweet and fmall, berween red and
yellow ; of this they make a drink extra-
ordinary fweet. They make anocher drink
of that which they call fuigan, and the
Spaniards Molle ; it is of the fhape and
colour like pepper; the tree on which they
grow is but lictle, but a great bearer: this
drink is ble, and coveted even
by the greateft ladies. The moft common
drink of the Indians is made of maiz, which
is the ordinary bread and fuftenance of the

Indians. :
Let
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OvaLtr. et usend with the treé called murtilla;

' 1646.

. The Mur-

tilla,

Ant. de

though, if we believe the authors who treat
of it, it deferves to be ranked in the firft
place.  Antomio de Herrera f] fo well
of this tree in the ginth Decade of his hifto-
of the Indies, Book IX. and Folio 247.
that I will relaté only what he fays, and
that in his own words, which are as fol-
low : [Tkere is a kind of fruit of trees that
grow on the mountains, which grow from
thirty feven degrees wgwards, and in thofe
countries tis a common food 5 the natives call
it Uni, and the Caftillans Murtilla. ~ 1t is
red, and like a fmall grape, fomething bigger
than a fwolen pea 5 its fbape, and colour is like
the pomegranate graivs, its fmell and tafte a-
greeable, and not unlike a grape. It bas lis-
te grains, like a fig, which are almoft imper-
“ceptible to the tongue 5 its temperature is bot
and dry : of this they make a wine, which
exceeds all cther liguors, even that of the eaft-
india coco, or palm-tree : neitber cyder,
mead, nor beer, mor all the other drinks de-
feribed by Andres de Laquuna, are to be
preferred to it.  This wine is clear, fine,
warm, and very agreeable to the tafle, as
well as profitable to the flomach. It confmes
all vapours in the bead, ils beat warming the
- ears without going any further : it comforts
and cherifbes the flomach, increafes appetite,
and never takes it away. It never offends
the bead, or makes it beavy, or burthens the
Sfromach 5 ard it bears as much swaler again
as wine will do. Thofe who bave tafted it,
commend its colour and flavour, as mich as
that of grapes. Its colour is golden, and migh-
ty bright 5 and it is as fweet and good as the
wine of Ciudad Real. There is little of it
made, and fo it lafts but eight montbs 5 for
which reafow tis not knowgn Lotc many years
it would keep. It takes up as much labour
and care as wine, in the making : 1 it be lft
to felf, and <ithew? fie, lis forty duys be-

13
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fore it ferments. It cafts dowon a lee, and
works out the frothy part at the top of the vef-
Jels and for that reafon care is taken to foum
it as it boils, and then ’tis drawn off into an-
other weffel.: When tis turned to vinegar,
its vinegar bas a better tafte and coloar than
wine vinegar 3 for it retains the colour of the

Sfruit, ewbich is very odoriferous and fuweet.]

Thus far this author : from whence it may
be inferred, that this land had good wine

of its own; and it had alfo very good oil.

made of a feed called Madi; it is extream-

ly well relithed ; but now °tis not much in

ufe, becaufe that of olives is fo common.
It is notpoffible to defcribe ‘Partimlarly,

. one by one, all the -various forts of trees

that are bred in the woods and mountains
of Chile ; and it would take up a very large
treatife, which is not my purpofe; yet
when we come to treat of the lgr’-eigb:s of
Moagellan, we will { of the cinnamon-
tree, which is to be found there, and of the
barks of fome other trees of that foil, which
have the fame tafte as the egff-india pepper.
All that I can fay at prefent, is, that there
are few of thefe trees that lofe their leaves
in winter, particularly thofe which grow
wild in the wocds, which are generally aro-
matick,_and of a very fragrant fmell ; and
of them, all the fineft of this kind arc bred
in the territory of the Conception. I would
not have believed it, if I had not fcen it ;
for in travelling I met with lovely: groves,
which bordered the highways, and taft out
fo rich a fmell from their lcaves, that the
flowers of Jafmin did not appear fwecter.
There are alfo abundance of myrtles and

laurels, which grow in" great groves natu-
rally ; and yet among them there are trves
whofe leaves exceed them infinitcly in the

Fcrfume of their fmell; inforiuch that pad-

ing one’s hand over them, one would think

one had amber gloves on. -

1
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Treating of the fecond and third Part
« of the Kingdom of CHILE.

[

a

: CHAP L
= Of the Iflands of the Kimgdom of Chile.

" AVIN G, for the better deferip-
tion of the kingdom of Cbile,
divided it into threc parts, we
have trcated of the frft and
principal one, which is that

which is properly called Chile, in which
many things are faid which are common to
all the three parts ; thercfore in thefe two

iflands difcoverad by Podre Sarmients, aSOyparrs.
fhall be relaced hereafrer. 1645
The iflands of Céxlec are reputed barren; \eo=v~
but their foil is not really fo, only the ox- e of°
ceffive rains chack the feod, and do not lee @2

R
:
1
:
3

5

wheat, wine; or oil, or

E

any other
which nced much fun.  The mature of

§

the

which remain, we fhall take notice of that climaze of this archipelago is fuch, that it
only which fhall be peculiar to them, to rains almolt all the yaar, fo that caly maiz,
avoid repetition. or other fuch grains can that do not
‘We come now to the fecond part, which want fo much fon. The oounifthmet or
are the iflands which are fpread all along dict of the mtives, is mofily of a root cal-
the coaft of the South Sea, as far as the led Papas, well known owver all the W2
Streights of Magellan; 1 fay, they are ma- Jzdzes, of a good nourithment ; and they

ny in number, and fome of them very large

F3

ones; as that of Sanla Maria, La Mocbs, They have befides fome maiz, fome fith,
Fuan Fernandes, and, above all, that of and particularly fhell-fith, which is exoel-
Chiloe, in which is founded the city of Ca/~  lent in thofe faas. They have few theep
tre. Some make thefe iflands fifty, fome but good poultry, as well as hogs,
feventy leagues in length, and about fix or  and fome beef ; with which, and whar be-
foven leagues in breadth.  In the fame fea, fides is brought to them from S, Fage, and
or archipelago, there are many more, fome  the Conceprion, the Spaxiards, both of the
of ten leagues, and others lefs 5 and in all, * garrifon and dry of Cafrs, make a good.
reckoning thofc that arc within the Streighes  Thitt This aty is the capital of chicf
of Magellan, there arc above two hundred  ifland ; in which, and in the reft, there is
Lo difcovered. great qmnﬁty of lm’ and wax !
SR soto-  Juft over-againft Coguimbo therearethree,  And Herrers and other hiftorians fay, there
S O Mu- which are called Del Scboril, De Muxills-  are mincs of gold upon the thore ;s and they
S o~ rcs, and De los Paxaros, in thirty degress remark it a5 an exmreordimary thing, and

wany Jatitude 3 two more in.thirty three and for-
rs.

harlly heard of in any other place. -

ty degrees : there eight fmall ones juft over-  The munufacures of thele iflands are aeafac-
againft Yal Paraifo, which are called the the cloathing tor the Ielizrr, who have afare of sér
iflands of Fuan Fernandes; who dying, lefc  kind of vett whiach they all Macxz, and ¥
them to the Fefuites. Then follows the it is without fleeves, bocaute dheir arms are

ifland Quiriguina, which is in the bay of the naked ; and over this they a garment
Conception.  Jult over-againft Arauco is the called Cherz, which ferves for 1 doik,

ifland of Sancta Maria, in the thirty feventh  1s hike thar which painters gz wo the apol-

degree 5 and in thirty cighth thatvof La  tles in their pidures.  They have amother

Nocha. Hard by Valdivia, about forty commodity trom their woeds, porticulardy

three degrees, comes the archipelago of
Cl.tloe, which is compofcd of forty iflands;
and hard by it is the province of Calduco, in
which there are twelve more. Thofe of
Los Choroes are as many, in forty five de-
grees 3 and in fifty degrees -are the cghey

of the plank they makeof a oree, whica s
2 cedar, and of which they have vait woodds,
and in them trees of a prodigiows fize 5 for
frier Gregory of Lez=. of the onder of 37,
Francis, m his map oi CéZr, whach he Go-
dicates to the prefiiont Dea Lotz Ferasndes

Vor. L N !
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Of the Nature and Properties of the

de Cordoua, Senior del Carpio, fays, that
fome of thefe trees arc fo big that they
cannot be hardly encompaffed by a rope of
fix yards long 5 and out of the wood of the
boughs there has been made fix hundred

s, of twenty five foot long, and two
?6ot broad ; and that which is confiderable,
is, that this plask is not fawed, but cut
with axes ; in which there is much more
lofs. This author d;_férvcs belief, as \;cll
from the ience of forty two years that
he lived in zbile, as from having been de-
finitor of his order. And what I have heard
from the mouth of a colonel, who was both

.born and bred in that country, will ferve

to confirm this; which is, That if two
men on horfeback are on ecach fide of the
tree, when it lies along, they cannot fee one
another ; for the body of the trunk hin-
ders them.  Thefe planks are carried to

-Chile and Peru ; #3nd in exchange they bring

&,

back provifions to live on.  The iflands of
Chono are yet .poorer than thefe ; becaufe,
that being nearer the pole, their fummer is
fhorter, and their rains more copious, info-
much that they drown the earth, and hin-
der it from producing.

We have little knowledge of any other
iflands befides.thefe of Chiloe ; becaufe the

" continent being fo large, and yet not

Iflesof Juan

Fernandes.

FineIfland.

throughly peopled, there has been little oc-
cafion of inhabiting any more than {ome
few of the iflands ; by which means there
is but fmall difcovery made of their quali-
tics ; though ’tis reafonable to think ‘they re-
femble the land over-againft which they lie.
As for the iflands of Fuan Fernandes, 1
will relatc what I find writ about them in
Thcodore and Fobn de Brye, in theirrelation
of the voyage of Fobn Scutlen: they fa
then, that thefe two iflands are very higK
land ; the leaft of the two, which is the
weftermoft, appeared to them barren, as
being covered with wood, and very moun-
tainous ; though not landing on it, they
could make no judgment of the infide of
the ifland. The bigger ifland, which is the
caftermoft, is likewife mountainous, but has
great variety of trees, and much grafs, with
which are fed great herds of fwine and
goats, bred from fome few which were put
on fhore by jobn Fernandes, who began to
cultivate thefe iflands as hisown ; but he
dying, and the Spaniards finding greater
advantages upon the continent, they for-
fook thofc iflands, which were out of all
trade, leaving their ftocks of catte behind
them, which now are infinitely multiplied.
They fay befides, that coming to this,
which they call the Fine Ifland, they found a
port very fafe for their fhips, having twenty
or thirty fathom depth, the fhore all fandy
and even, with a delicate valley full of trees
of all forts, and wild boars, and other ani-
C .

‘the continent grows popul

mals feeding in it; but they could not dif-
tinguith them, by reafon of the diftance
they were at.  They extol particularly a

-moft beautiful fountain, which coming

down from high rocks, rowls into the fea
by different canals, which form a pleafant
profpect, and its water is very fweet and
agrecable, They faw alfo great ftore of
feals, and other fith, which they caugic in
great plcnt{. In fhort, they were fo in
love with this ifland, for the good qualitics
they difcovered even at its entrance, that
they were very unwilling to leave it, though
prefled in point of time.

I do nof doubt, but thisis a very plea-
fant fituation ; for in its temperature, and
other properties, it muft be very like 7Vl
Paraifo and St. Fago, becaufe *tis almoft in
the fame degree weft ; and without doubt
thefe iflands will be peopled in time, when
ous, as it does
every day ; for then people will be fecking

“new habitations ; but at prefent they only.
go thither fometimies to fith, to fend it to

Peru, where thct{' have it not fo plentifully.

The fame authors, giving an account of .

the other Dutch fquadron under George Spil-
berg, fay, That Sxey came to the ifland of
Mocha, and found the north fide of it plain
and low, but the fouth full of rocks: they
landed ;5 and the good reception they found
from the Indians, is an ment of the fer-
tility of the place. Thofe Indians are a
noble fort of people, and very good na-
tured. When they had refrefhed themfelves
much at their ca?cy, they made provifion of
great_ftore of fheep, who arc very large,
and in great plenty there, as likewife of
hens, eggs, fruit, and other provifions.
They treated the Indians on board, and
fhewed them their great guns, and their
men in order for fighting : they prefented
them alfo with enropean commodities, fuch
as hats, cloaths, axes, and things which
they valued. After this, they fet them
again on-fhore ; and the frdians made figns
to them to go back to their thips, asthey did.

But they were very differently received in
the ifland of Sanfla Maria, where the vice-
admiral landed with fome of his men, ‘and
were invited by the Indians to eat; but from
the fhips they faw a great army coming
down upon them, as they were going to fic
down to table: whercupon they made figns
to them to retreat to th!l;;ort 3 which they

. did, and had juft time£o embark. But they

likewife carried off about five hundred fheep,
and other refrefhments, having found the
ifland very fertileand well provided, as well
as very temperate, being about thirteen lea-
gucs fouth-weft from the city of the Concep-
ticn,about ;h’lrty feven degrees,and not above
three leagues trom Arauco ; which makes
fome think, that formerly this ifland was

v _ faftencd
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faftened to the main land, and,!{at the fea
had in length of time made.the divifion
which now forms the bay of Arauco.

There is little to be faid thar is icu-
lar of all the other®iflands to the Streghts
of Magellan, fince it has not pleafed God to
let them be peopled by Spamiards, and fo
give an entrance to the gofpel ; by which
means the produ& and nature of them might
be known, and many fouls faved which -
habit them. ’ _

All that we know now of them, is, That
in the vo of Pedro de Sarmiento to
Spain, being fent by the viceroy to chaftife

CHA
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Francis Drake, for his boldnefs for infeft- OvALLE,
ing thofe coafts; in his way, on this fide 1646

the Streights of Magellan, he difcovered 2
great archipelago of iflands, which they
told to the number of eighty, which he
named by feveral names, and took pofief-
fion of them in the name of his king. He
alfo difcovered more iflands in fifty one de-

to which he did the fame. ’Tis
m'n likewifc, that in the Streights them-
felves there are many iflands, fome of which
we fhall mention when we treat of the
Streights of Magellan.

P II

Of the Land called Ticrra del Fuego.

T HE land called Tierra del Fuego, (fo
famous in the relations-and maps we
have of the Streights of Magellan,) has de-
ceived many by its name, people believing
that it had been given it for fome Volcanos,
or burning mountains, or other fubterra-
neous fires ; but it is not fo, for this name .
had no other occafion, than that the firft
navigators through the Streights difcovered
upon it many fires and great fmoaks, made,
as they fuppofed, by the numerous inhabi-
tants of it; and fo they called it the Land
of Fire. There arofe likewife another mif-
take from its great extent ; for it was jud-
ged to be a great continent, of which in
time the world was undeceived, as we fhall
fee hereafter.

This land, called Tierra del Fucgo, is

éd that which forms the fouth fide of the

nego.

1618,

Streights of Magellan, extending itfelf the
whole length of the Streights, eaft and weft,
above one hundred and thirty leagues. For-

time; after which they turn’d to the fouth,
and afterwards to the weft : they went round
all the Tierra del Fuego, and failing north,
came to the weft entrance of the Streights
of Magellan, into which they enter’d, and
fail’d through them to the North Sea. Ha-
ving thus made a circle clear round the 7i-

erra del Fucgo, they proved it demonftra-

tively to be an ifland feparate from all other
land. The fame was done by Sir Richard
Haukins, an Englifb gentleman, who having
pafs’d the Streight of Le Maire, fail’d for
five and forty days to the fouth, without
finding any land contiguous to the Tierra
del Fuego, but many iflands, as is related
by Antomio de Herrera, Chap. 27. of the
defcription of the #eft-Indies. . The fame
has been confirm’d by feveral, who being
driven by ftorms from their intended courfe,
have been forc’d to run towards the fouth
pole; amongft the reft by Francis Drake,
who having pafs’d the Streigbts of Magellan,

merly, before the Streights of St. Vincent, sthe fixth of September, 1572. and being got
otherwife call’d the Streights of Le Maire, %on the feventh, a degree from the Streighis,

were difcover’d, this Jand was thought 1o

be joined to fome other great continent of |

the Terra Auftralis, which was fuppofed to
Join to Nesw Guinca, or the iflands of Solo=
mon 3 and Ortclius, in his Geography, is of
this opinion ; but upon the difcovery of the
other Streigbt.c of St. Vincent, that doubt has
been clear’d, feveral having gone through
them to the South Sea ; and among the reft,
two caravels, fet out by the king’s command,
in the year 1618. on purpofe to view thefe
Streights, which it was faid had been difco-
ver’d by Fames Le Maire, which caravels
weré. commanded by Don Fuan'de More.
Thefe two veflels fer out from Lifbon in
the month of Ofober;” 1618. and being
come to the caft entrance of the Streights ot
Magellan, they paffed by ir, and run along
all thar coaft, without finding any entrance,
till they came to that of Le Maire, which
they went through in lefs than one day’s

“was carried by a ftorm two hundred leagues

to the fouth; and coming to an anchor in
fome of thofe iflands, he there found that
the fun being cight degrees from the tro-
pick of Capricorn, the days were fo long,
that there was not above two hours night;
from whence he inferr’d, that when the fun
came to the tropick, there muft be a per-
petual day of twmzmﬁ‘)ur hours. The fame
was experimented

the flcet of general Henry Brum; which ha-
ving pafs’d the Streights in April, were by
the force of ill weather carried into feventy
two d and caft anchor at the ifland
of St. Bermard, to which they gave the
name of Barnevelt; and it being about the
entrance of winter, the days were not above
three hours long, fo that they expected they
would ftill thorten till Fune, when the fun

being furtheft off from that hemifphere, .

would leave them in a total night ; for this
reafon,

t two year ago by
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weather, which increas’d cvery day, they
durft not winter in that ifland, as they had
a mind, but aftér a fortight’s ftay in it,
weigh’d anchor, and fail’d for Chi/c. <In
which voyage they made but little advance,
having always the wind a-head, infomuch
that they were a whole month doublirg
one cape, and loft in the endeavour their
Tender, in which was the beft part of their
provifion.’ :

So much for the iflands belonging to the
coaft of Chile ; but having alfo mention’d
the iflands of Solomon and New Guinea, to
which antiently it” was thought that the
land of Tierra del Fuego was join’d, it will
be well to fay fomething of them.

The author who writes the beft of them,
is Antonio de Herrera, and from him is ta-
ken what Fcbn and Theodore de Brye fay of
them 5 which is thus: '

The iflands of New Guinea run from

New Gui- fomething more than one degree fouth of

na.

the pole an‘artick, three hundred leagues
caft to the fifth or fixth degree; according
to which reckoning, they fall about the

1fiands of weft of Paita.” The iflands of Svlomon fall
Solamon. ta the weft of Perw, about cight hundred

Ifte of

t1. Paul.

leagues trom its coaft, and extend them-
felves berween the feventh and twelfth de-
gree : they are diftant from Lima about™
fifteen hundred leagues : they are many, of
a good fize: there are cighteen principal
ones, which arc fome three hundred, - fome
two hundred, fome one hundred, fome fif- -
ty leagues, and lefs in compafs. Between
them and Pery, inclining to the land of
Chiie, there is another call’d the yfland of
St. Pail, about the latitude of fifteen de--
grees, and about feven hundred leagues {ffom
the zerra firma.

The fleet of 7Villiam Scowter having run

Of the two Streights of

YT HLE Surcight of Magcllan receiv’d its
name from that man, who eternize
his own, by being the firft who difcover’
and pafs’d it.  This was that famous Pcf-
tuguefe- caprain, Flernando de Magellarks,
whofe intrepid foul -going almoft beyond
the true limits of all ordinary valour, fdems
to have border’d upon temerity and fafh-
nefs, by engaging himiclf to difcgver a

year 1520. and in twenty days,/ which was

a happy palfage, he enter’d thé South Sea s
¢

or 1616. from the Streights of Magellun,
took their courfe to the wett, when they
were about the latitude of cighteen degrecs,
to try tofind out fome new ifland, and found
one_in fifteen degrees ; which, according to
their computation, was diftant trom the
coafts of Pers about ninc hundred leagucs.
After this they difcover’d two more, which

they call’d the Cocoa iflands, by reafon of 1z, Cocoa
the great plenty of that fruit that wasifands.

there, that the inhabitants did ufé to drink
the fweer liquor that was bred within the
Cocoas, but when it was at an end, they
made a thift wich falt water; to which,
being accuftom’d from their youth, it did
not hurt them. They fay more, that the
inhabitants go nakcg, though not quite;
and that their way of being civil and falu-
ting, is to,give themfetlves blows upon
their temples, which is the fame as with
us the pulling off the hator cap. Ac firft
they laughed at the firc.arms, till they faw
one fall much wounded, which undecciv’d
them, and convinced them that it was not
only noife which proceeded from thofe arms.
Thefe iflands are diftant from Peru, 1510
German leagues, which are longer than the
Spanifb leagues, though not fo long as the
Indian ones. There were found alfo other
iflands in the latitude of mty x;:m;] de-
{ which perhaps were thofe which at
%:?tcs’thcy calplc’!;l }t)hc iflands of Solomos:.
Others fay, that there are others more to
the wef},/oppofite to Chile. Whofoever is
curious ¢nough to know the particulars of
all thoff iflands, their temperature, inha-
bitanty, their good and ill qualitics, may
find them in the above-cited authors, who
treatjof them more at large; for my in-
tengjon, tis enough to fay what I have re-

agellan and St.Vincent.

from thence he fail’d to the Philippine
iflands, where he was kill’d in one of thofe
iflands called Matan, to which he went from
another called Zebw, to fight againtt ‘the
king of the firft, becaufe he refufed to fub-
je& himfelf to one of thofe kings who had
turn’d chriftian; engaging him with more

- courage than conduct, and fo he perifh’d

by the great number of his adverfaries,

B j paflage altogether unknown, and fo ndrrow, His death was very much famented, and he
SEE that it was very dangerous for fhipsf being  much mifs’d in thé difcoveries of that new
Ly belides in the fifty tourth degrec/ which world; for, without doubt, if he had
e ;i makes it very cold.  This bold captain  lived longer, he would have made areat
oy g; begun to enter the Streight by the North Sea  difcoveries in the terra firma and iflands.
? . the twenty feventh of Nostvembdr, in the To give a more certain account of this
1.

Streight of Magellun, I will make ulcof the

memoirs of thof¢ who have pafy’d it, and
’ Iett




Ieft relations of it, who, as eye-witneflcs,
were lefs fubje® to miftake. And firft 1
ill give thofe fworn relations given In
Zlu illa by thofc who fet fail from the Co-,
yunna, by the emperor Charles the fifth’s
order, in fix fhips under the command of
Fray Garcia_Jofre de Loayfa, a knight of
Malta, and born at Crvedad Real. ]
Tlicy fay in their report, That the faid
Streight is a hundred | in length, ﬁpm
the cape of the Eleven Thoufand Virgins,
which is at the entrance of the_ North Sea
to the Cape of Defir?, which is at the en-
trance of the Soutb Sea s and they fay more,
that they found in the Streight three great
bays, of about feven leagues wide from
land fo land, but the entrances of them are
not much more than half a league over;
the firft is about a league d;edp; the fecond
about two leagues; the third, they fay, is
cncomtga{s’d with mountains of fuch a
heighth, that they feem to'be in compe-

" tition with the ftars, and the fun dozs not

enter within them in the whole year ; which
was the caufe of their enduring there an
extream cold ; for it fnows almoft conti-
nually, and the fnow never melting by the
fun-beams, it looked with a kind of bleuifh
colour. They fay, morcover, that the
nights were twenty hours long; they met
with good water, and trees of feveral forts,
among which many cinnamon-trees; and
that the leaves and boughs of the trees,

“though they appear’d green, yet bumnt in

the fire as if they were dry ; that they found
‘many good fithing-places, and faw many
whales, (fome mermaids,) many of the
tunny-fifh, ('iﬂmrl}cls, cods, great ftore of

ilchards and anchovies, great oyfters,
gnd other fhell-fifh. T}Y::y there were alfp:
very good harbours, with fifteen fathom
water ; and in the Streights idelf above five
hundred fathom, and no where any fands
or fhoals. They obferv’d feveral pleafant
rivers and ftreams, and faw that the tides
of both feas came each of them above fifty
leagues up the Streizbt, and meet about the
middle of it with a prodigious noife and
formidable fhock. Though a Portuguefe
captain, who had pafs’d this Streight, told
me, That thefe tides were only fome high
floods, which laft a month, or thereabouts,
as the winds blow ; which -makes the fea
fometimes rife to a great heighth, and at
other times fall as much, leaving the thoar
dry for a great way ; and the ebbing is
fometimes fo faft, that fhips are left dry,
as this captain’s thip was, fo that he was

forc’d to dig his way out to get into deep- -

er water. They found feveral other entran-

ces in thisStreight 5 but for want of provi--

fion they could not flay to fearch them:
they loft one fhip off the Virgins Cape;
and they had fcarce enter’d the Streights,

Vou. IIL '

. other places they faw moft beautiful woods
0o
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when 2 ftorm blew them back to the riverOvarte.

of St. lldefonfo, and o -the port of Sanila
Croce, where they found ferpents of various
colours, and flones that were good for
ftanching of blood ; all this may be feen
in Antomio de Herrera, in the fecond tome,
Decade 3. and the ninth book, Fil. 335.
and it does not difagree with the other re-
lation of Magellan’s voyage, though this
makes the ftreighteft yet kefs, allow-
ing it not above 2 mufquet-fhot over, and
from one entrance to another it reckons
a hundred leagues, the land on both fides
being very rich and beautiful.

- This is, in fhort, the relation given in
to the king. There are fome other authors,
who ncither make the S¢reight fo long, nor
do they make the narroweft part fo ftreighe;;
for fomeallow but fourfcore and ten leagues,
or lefs, to its length ; but yet ’tis proba-
ble, that the firft give the moft credible
account, becaufe they examin’d it wich
fuch care and pun&uality, in order to in-
form his majefty.  All agree in one thing,
which is, in the good qualiries of the iea,
land, and iflands of the Streight, as well as
of the thoar on both fides, and of the goo:l

that are in it, and of fome particular-
y fo fecure, that the fthips rid in them
without being faftened, being as fafe as ir
they had been in 2 box.

Among the reft the Hollanders celcbrate
much the twenty fifth port; cali’d the Fu-
mous; and itis fo much fo, that Georg:
Spilberg, their general, gave it that name,
for the exccllent reception they found there :
they faw the whole earth about cover’d
with various fruits of various colours, and
of excellent tafte. To delight them the
more, there was a fine brook of excellent
water that fell from a high rock, and wa-
ter’d all the valley entering into the port ;
and befides thefe five and twenty ports or
harbours, there were many othersin the re-
maining part of the Streight, which mighe
bcla third of it, all whichwere very remark-
able. :

There is a harbour cal’d De ls Pimienta,
or the Pepper Harbour, for the fake of fome
trees they found in it, whofe barks had a
molt aromarick {mell, 2nd a tafte of
per, fomething more burning and quick
than thar of the Eagf-Indies. When the
Nodales pafs’d this way, th ther’d a
great deal of this barky; mdqaﬁm fay,
that when they brought Mr.zille, it was
fo valued there, that it was fold for fixteen
ryals, or two crowns a pound.

1646.
A aa V)

Harboser
De la Pi-
micnta.

The fame authorsreport, that they found

cinnamon-trees, which bore good cinna-
mon; and in the fecond narrow pailige
fome others, that bear a fort of black fruit,
of moft excellent wfte and favour. In

and
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Ovarir.and groves, plealant plains, agreeable
1646. vanc;gsr, and ilr:tcrvals of great beauty,
with high mountains; fome cover'd with
fnow, from whence there defcended lovely
ftreams; others all cloathed with greens of
various forts; and in them they defcried
many animals goi.ng to and fro, fuch as
deer, oftriches, and others, as alfo great
varicty of moft beautiful birds of all co-
lours ; and among the reft they kill’d one
fo large, that meafuring one of its wings,
they found it above a yard long ; and they-
were o tame that they flew to- the fhips,

and fuffer’d themfelvesto be handled : th
found alfo another fort of large birds, whig
they call’d fea-geefe, every one of which,
after they had been plum’d and pull’d,
weigh'd eight pounds of Caftile; and they
were fo numerous, that the nd was co-
ver’d with them, fo that they kill'd what
- uantities they pleas’d. They faw another
?ort of bird, much of the fhape of a pid-
%con, all white, only with red bills, and red
eet; all which were a great entertainment
to them as they fail’d along. They com-

mend alfo the harbour, which they call.

Mot Beautiful, where the city of St. Pbi-

lip was founded ; there they faw the traces -

of feveral animals, which us’d to come to
drink in thofe chryftal fountains. After
the third ftreight place, there is to be feen
a moft excellent harbour, call’d the Skeil-
Harbour, by reafon of the vaft quantities of
oyfters and other fhell-fith that they found
there, which fufficed to feed the whole
fiéet feveral days, carrying away with them
a good provifion likewife for their voyage,
all owning that they were better than thofe
of Europe.

- There are found in the great canal of the
frreight feveral iflands, which are as efti-
mableasthe terra firma; they are generally
in the wideft part, where the fea is feven
or eight leagues over ; the chief are thofe of

Iftes of St. St. Lawrence and St. Stepben, otherwife
wrence called the ifland of Barnevelt. Before they
#7dSt.Ste- came to thefe, thti found other iflands,
which they call’d the Pinguin Iflands, for

the great quantity of that fort of birds
that are bred there. There is another,
HolyKing'scall’d the Holy King’s Ifland, which is in a
Mand.  river, which enters into the ftreights, and
they faw in it many feals., Othersof thefe

Ifies of Se- iflands are nam’d Sevalds, from the name
wildo.  of him that difcover’d them, near which
there were ftore of the pinguin birds, and
abundance of whales.  After having pafs’d

the fecond ftreight, there are ftill more

Pinui
Ifangs,

of tbé_ Nature and Properties of the

- were fent to fearch for the Streight of St.

iffands, the firft is call'd of the Angels, and 1es of
is full of the birds we have mention’d. The Angels.
fecond is nam’d the ifland of the Patagoons, ife of Pa-
or gyants, becaufe they faw there fome oftigoons,
them. Near the fhell-port there are other 474 /7
cight iflands; and a little before the cn-
trance into the fouth-fea, there are feveral
other iflands, which muft be very little,

for the ftreights are there very narrow.
Some may defire to know, whether, befides
this entrance of the freight of Magellan,
there are any other, by which fhips may

fail from the north-fea to the fouth. Touch-

ing which, the relation of George Spilberg
fays, that there is one by the cape, which

they called Prouvaers.- Some Engli/b like-
wife, who have fail’'d that way, are of the
fame opinion ; for which they cite father
Acofta, of our fociety, in his Oriental Hiftory,
tranflated by Fobn-Hugh Linfcot, Chap. 1o.
in-the end ; as may be feen in the already-
cited Fobn and Theodore de Brye, who add,
that many other. authors do agree in this
opinion;; and that thofe of Sgilberg’s flcer,
before they came to the freight, faw this
opening on the north-fide, but they did
not dare to go into it, becaufe they had
exprefs orders to pafs the ftreight of Aa-
gellan 3 and befides, that which added to
this refolution, was the obfervation they
made of the great force with which the
waves met each other at this opening, in-

fo much that the fea feem’d to boil.

Thisis all that I have met with in authors
about this opinion, which even Fobxz and °
Theodore de Brye look upon as falfe ; be-
caufe neither the Spam'ar;; nor Dutch ever
faw this fecond canal ; but rather that the
whole land of Fuego is one great continuced
ifland, which they prove by the relation of
the navigation made by the Nodales, who

Vincent, and who went round the Tierrg
del Fuego, without finding any fuch opening,
or any other than that of Magellan and S:.
Vincent 5 and yet I am of another opinion,
and hold the firft for certain ; and this does
not contradict the opinion of Spilberg, who
docs not fay, that tﬁc opening he faw was
onthe fouth, but on the north fide, towards
the land of Chile ; and fo, though the land
of Fuego be an ifland, it does not follow
that there may not be an entrance on the
north fide. But let us leave that to time
to make out, and fay fomething of the
Streight of St. Vincent, which is the fecond
paffage from the North to the South Sea.

CHAP.
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CHAP. 4. -
OVAL6L!- .
.CHAP IV. G

The fame Matter is continued, and the Vfefulnefs of the Commerce between
Chile and tbe Philippine Iflands 1s made out. - _

1619,

N the 1619. the king fent, in the
month of Ofober, the two caravels

_which I mentioned above, to fearch the

Streight of St. Vincent, becaufe about that
time it was reported in Spain, that Fames
Le Maire had difcovered it.  Thefe two
thips failed to the bay of . Gregory, which
is near the eaft entrance of the Streight of
Magellan 5 from whence they failed along

-all that coaft, where they faw and conver-
* fed with-a fort of giants, who were at leaft
- the head higher than any of the Europeans;
and they exchanged for fcizars and other

baubles gold, which it feems is the pro-
duct of that country : after which they
failed fouth-weft round the Tierra del Fuego,
till they came to the mouth of this new
Streight, which they called the Streight
of St. Vincent ; and before they entered it,
they failed alon& the fhore of this new dif-
covered land, keeping it always on the
right hand, their courfe eaft-north-efft, as
* They fuled about hirey | dno
allea about t €S 3 and not
h:win;y difcovered all t;xrz \:?1%':] nor as far
as they could fee, any opening or inlet, they
rcturned to the dpening of the Streight of

.8t. Vincent ; and entering into it, went

through it in lefs than one day, it not be-
ing above' feven leagues in length 5 and be-
ing calered afterwards into the South Sea,
they followed the fame land to the eaft,
and fouth-weft thirty leagues more ; and fee-
ing it was one continued coaft, clofed up
with mountains of great heighth, they durft
not go any further, beginning to want pro-
vifions ; and fo thinking that this land
might reach as far as the Cape of Good-
Hope, they left it, and failed to the weft
entrance of the Streight of Magellan ; which
they entered, and went through to the
North Sea, returning that way to Spain, to
give an account of what they had difcover-
ed, having made a very fortunate voyage,
and not loft one man, nor had any ficknefs,
all that climate being very like that of Ex-
rope, and particularly to the cold part of
it. This made the king give order for the
fetting out of eight fail more, to carry this
way to the Philippine iflands all the relief
neceffary of foldiers, artillery, and tackling
for fhips, refolving henceforward that they
fhould always go this wacx, as being fhor-
ter, eafier, and of lefs charge and danger.
This was the opinion of Michael de Cardoel,
and the other pilots chofen for this expedi-
tion, who obliged themfelves to fail to the

Plilippines (bating extraordinary accidents) -
W

in eight or nine months ; for having once
pafied the Streights, if they had the wind
and currents favourable, they hoped to get
to the Pbilippines in two months ; becaufe
from Chile to thofe iflands, there is no rea-
fon, as in other navigations, to wait for
certain feafons and times of the year; for
all that voyage being to be made within
the tropicks, there is no danger of winter ;
but one may fail it at any time of the

r. -

The Dutch authors already cited, treat-
ing of this fubjec, add thefe words: [*“ In
““ truth this is a great conveniency to man-
“ kind, to be able to go from Europe to
¢ thefe iflands in fo fhort a time, with all
““ the health and fafety of the failors; it
““ being otherwife in going by the Cape of

““ Good Hope, where the diverfity of winds -

““ is to be obferved, fome of them being
* fo contrary, as to hinder abfolutely the
““ voyage ; fo that it lafts fometimes fif-
“ teen ‘or fixteen months. Befides, this
‘¢ courfe is fo fubje® to difeafes, that of-
““ ten they bury half their men in the fea,
¢ as happened to Girrard Reinft, who was
‘¢ fixteen months getting to Bantam, which
¢ is not above half way to the Pbhilippines,
°¢ and yet loft a quarter of his men: Adrian
Wreuter was nincteen months getting to
“ Bantam, and loft out of the fhip, called
¢ the Flefingue, one hundred and fi

¢ three out of two hundred : the fame
“ happened to the other three fhips of that
“ fquadron.””] Thus far thefe dutch au-
thors ; who add, That the thip Concordia,
going the other way, arrived at the Moluc-
cas without lofing 2 man. And if they fay
true, and make out that it is better to fail
this way to their Ba/avia, how much better

(319

is it for the Spaniards, who drive a trade -

with Peru and Chile, the diftance being
much lefs, and having for friends all the
ports of Chile, if they won’t go fo high as
Peru, which the Dutch have not? Neither
would it be a fmall advantage to exchange
in thofe ports the merchandizes of Eurgpe
with their produé, which is fo wanting in
the Philippine Iflands, and all thofe parts of
theeaft. Every one may find their account
in this trade ; the Spaniards, without run-
ning the danger of ficknefs in thofe un-

healthy climates of Cartbagena, Panama,

and Puerto Bello, might find as much vent
for the europran commodities 5 Cbhile and
Peru would have all goods from Spain
much cheaper than they have them now by

the terra firma ; the charges then woulbci ,

"]
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OVALLE. be three times lefs; and, at the fame time,

1646.  they would help off the produét of thofe,

parts; as from Peru they might load corn,
wine, and oil ; and if they did not care o
o fo far, they might have the fame things
gom Chile, and cheaper, befides copper,
hides, almonds, and other commeodities pro-
to Europe : fo that "tis clear this would

a very advantageous intercourfe for the
Pbhilippines, who want all thefe commodi-
ties fo much.

Neither would the trade of New Spain
reccive any damage at all from this; for
thofe countries could not have them from
Peru and Chile fo eafily as from Euroge ;
and fo Spain would fend lefs, only fo much
as is carried to the Pbilippines from New
Spain, which canmt)}: I|5><: much ; for the
charge of carryi ofe european commo-
ditircgcﬁ'om Vr:ryam(.gruz, to be embarked a-
gain for the Philippines, is very confiderable,
it being at lcaft one hundred and fixey
leagues by land from the Vera Cruz to Aca-
pulco, which is the port where they are to
be embarked ; after which they have a na-
vigation of three months ; and then there
being not always conveniencies of fhipping
in Acapulco, thofe commodities are kept fo
long that they are fpoiled ; and ’tis feen by
experience how little of this trade turns to
account : but it would be otherwife if thefe
commodities were carried from Chile, fince
in two or three months, always in a tempe-
rate climate, they might fail with a conftant
fouth wind, which blows all the fummer
infallibly, and fo bring the product of Chile
in a good condition to the Pbilippines. This
commerce, though it would accommodate
all parties, yet, it muft be confeffed, it would
be moft beneficial to Chile, which would
thereby have more vent for its produ¢t, and
acquire more people to cultivate its natural
fertility. .

There has been two obftacles to this pro-
ject, which have hinder’d its taking: the
firft is, the difficulty of pafling the Srreighs
of Magellan, becaufe it being 1o much cle-
vated towards the pole, it cannot be paffed
but in certain months of the year, which if
thofe who attempt it do not hit, they are
in danger of perifhing, as in effeét it has
hap to fome fquadrons of fhips, as I
fhall relate in the next chapter; though
others have paffed it very luckily in its pro-
Eer feafon, the Streight 1tfelf having, as we

ave feen, many good harbours and fhel-
ters for fhips.

The fecond obftacle is the fame that
keeps the port of Buenos Aires from being
frequented, (for elfe all the treafure of Peru

‘1630. above fourteen thoufand

might be fent that way;) and it is, That
the cuarfe of trade is fettled the other way,
notwithftanding the great charge the crown
is at to have two fleets, the one in the South,
the other in the North Sea, only to fecure
this paflage ; and that with the lofs of fo
many Spaniards lives, that in the hofpital
of Panama only, there was buried, as they
told me when I went that way in the year
rfons ;
and what muft we guefs then in the ports
of Cartbhagena and Puerto Bello, which
have been the fepulchre of fo many Ex-
ropeans.

Notwithftanding all thefe mifchiefs, this
way is continued to maintain thofe cities
already founded in thofe parts ; though it
is moft certain, that the fame end of car-
rying the filver to Spain might be attained
by one only fleet with lefs danger of the fea.
By that courfe the galleons would fail al-
ways in decp water, and not run the ha-
zards they do between Carthazena and the

1630.

Havana, between which -places they are -

fain to found all the way, and keep the
lead going, to "avoid the many fholes that
are in thofe feas, and in the canal of Bgha-
ma afterwards: befides that, the dangers of
ficknefs would be avoided ; for the Spa-
niards find by experience, that at Buenos
Aires they are healthy, that being in the
temperate climate correfponding to that
of Eurgpe.

And for the famc reafon the navigation
between Chile and the Poiilippines is not put
in ufe ; becaufe, the courfe of things being
once fettled one way, ’tis very hard to
change them, though to a better. I fhall
not purfue this matter any further, becaufe
it feems to touch the ftate and government,
which is not my defign : perhaps time will
bring all things to pafs; and that thofe of
Chile themiclves will venture to find out
this vent for their produ&. All confifts in
trying ; for the advantages on both fides
would be fo maniteft, that the fweet of
them would foon make the way eafy, and
that trade would wonderfully enrich Chile
and Peru, fince they might bring back to
thofe kingdomsall the commodities of Ching
and Fapan; and that without carrying an
gold or filver, which might béngr?f%rvez)i'
all for Europe. Thus the greateit part of
this new world being enriched by its own
product, the king’s revenue will be the
greater, as well as the returns in gold and
filver the greater ; and all things thus well
accommodated, the fervice of god, and the
divine cult and worfhip would be better
carrieldon. -
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rof the MONG the fleets which have been
mvf A_ lott in the Streight of Magellan, the
ot firft was that of four thips fet out by the
ff,,bﬁ bithopof Placentia for the Mblucca iflands;
reight of which having got to the Streight with good
=&=g“m- weather, and being eater’d into it about
' twenty leagues, there rife from the weft 3
ftorm, which blowing diretly a-head, for-
ced three of the thips afhoar, they not ha-
ving room to turn or run before it ; byt all
the men were faved. The fourth had bet-
"~ ter fortune ; for going before the ftorm, fhe
t ot out of the Streight; and when the foul
weather was over, came into the Streight
again, where the other fhips were loft, and
found the men ; who had faved themfeclves
on thoar ; who prefently made figns and
cries to be taken on board ; - but they with
hearts full of grief anfwered them, " Whas
, would you bave? We canngs relieve you, for
J the provifions we bave on bogrd are not fuffi-
N cien Jor us, and fo we may fear to perifl all
_ } of us together, They could not fay to them
g/ the other words of the gofpel, Go ratber 4o
: thofe who fell, becaufe th were in a defare
country, where they ha? no remedy, but
to fen?ﬁghs to heaven, accompanied with
i inconfolable tears and cries, capable of mo-
ving the ftones themfelves, Thys they left
them, purfuing their voKagc, much affli&-
ed to be forced to forfz e them, and not
be able to do any thing for them; but thefe
. are accidents and hard cafes belonging to
the fea-faring men. :
"Tis not known to this day what has be-
come of thefe men; only there is a tradj-
~ton, that a grear way within land, on the
continent of Chile, near the Streight, there
he Ceffa- is a nation call’d Ceflares, who were endea-
<. J4ppe-vour'd to be difcover’d by Don Hieronim,
“;m; s Luss de Cabrera, governor of ucuman,
ginally, about eight and twenty years ago, with 3
' good army rais’d ac his own charge ; but
his diligence was in vain, as we have mark .
ed already, and told the caufe of his mif
carrying.” °Tis thought, and *tis ve pro-
bable, thefe Ceffares may be defeend, from
: thofe Spaniards Who were faved.in this thip-
‘ wreck 5 becaufe it was Poflible, that feeing
themfelves without any other recourfe, they
might go on into the terra firma, where
contracting alliance witch fome Indian na-
tion, they may have multiplied, and the
fame of them may have reached che neigh-
bouring nations, and fo on to others. This
is certain, that this tradition is much kept
up, that there is in thofe partsan Eurgpeys
nation called Ceffares, Some fay, ‘that
Vor.IlII,
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Of the Fleets; fome of which bave boey loff, and fome bave }, ily paffed
-f é ’ 4 the Streight of Maécllan. YD 2efe

there has been heard the found of bells,

and’they have founded citjes where they.
live; but, infine, there is no certainty of a?;
this. A gentleman born in Cbilpe, and
who has been a colone] in thofe parts, gave
me in writing a relation of feveral tradi-
tions and informations of great numbers of
people that inhabit the land within, and
who have much gold, There has heen
made feveral attempts to difcover them,
though all have mifcarried for want of pro-
vifions, or by other accidents, which in
time may be remedied when it pleafes God.
And at this very time I have receivd Jet-

ters, which acquaint me, That father Hj.- . -

ronimo de Montemayor, apoftolical miffio-
nary of that archipelago of Chile, had en-
ter'd into the terrg JSirma in-company of
captain Navarro, 2 man very famous in
thofe parts; and that they difcover’d a na-
tion, which ’tis thought are thefe Ceffares,

ufe they are a nation of white com-
Plexion, and frefh cherry cheeks, and who
in their fhape and difpofition of body, feem
o be men of mettle; and that they had

could not ftay, and there is but one fh;
cvery year bound for thofe parts3 fo he
was forced to refer himfelf to the next con-

of this nation of the Ceffares, which s

poffible may come from thefe fhipwreck’q

men; or elfe they may defcend from fome
Dutch, who may have been thipwreck’d in

befides, that they fpeak a language which no
y then prefcnltng;uld ‘underftand ; or
there may be both Spaniards and Flemings,
"Tis thought we fhal] not be long without
owing the truth, and fo I continue my
narration. - The fecond fleet which mifcar-

and valour ; who going from Spain to Cbile,
dealt with hjs majefty for 2 relief of men,
which he was to carry through the Streight
of Magellan, without landing any where
elfe; but juft as they were entering it, they
were all caft away, o as to this day there
has not been ny account of them, except
of the vice-admiral’s thip, under the com.
' : P

mand

4 Spanifh
ried in the Streight, was that which was fet feer Fo;;

. out about two and twenty years ago, under b
general Ayals, a gentleman of high birgh Steigh
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mand of Francifco de Mandujava; for ha-
ving loft fight of the admiral in the ftorm,
fhe was carried afore the wind to the port
of Buenos Aires, where he landed the men,
and marched them over land to Chile. 1
heard fome of the men talk of this matter;
and they ufed to blame the general very
much, Zr having gone about to enter the
Streight when the time of the year was fo far
advanc’d, particularly having been advifed
in Brafil, where he touched to winter there,
which he refufed to do, for fear his people

" fhould defert him, and fo he and they all

Cuyo.‘ the

third pro-
Tince
Chilc.ajr

Remarks
om Cuyo.

perithed.

CHA

Thefe accidents feem to have made this
paffage lefs praticable; but yet we know
that many have paffed this Streight with
litdde danger, and fome with great felicity.
Eight fleets are mentioned by Fobx and
Theodore de Brye, as well Spaniards as fo-
reigners, who have paffed this Streight ; and
though fome have had bad weather, yet
there is no doubt but time and good oblycc -
vations may make it more feafible ; parti-
cularly there being fo many good harbours
and bays in this Streight, where fhips may
thelter themfclves, and let the ftorms blow
over.

P. VI

Of the Province of Cuyo.

FTER having treated of the two

firft partsof the kingdom of Chile,

we muft fay fomething now of the third,
which contains thofe large provinces of
Cuyo, which are on the other fide of the Cor-
dillera, towards the eaft. 'We have already
defcribed their fituation and extent, let us
treat now of the nature of them. And to

begin with their ill ?ualitics ; *Tis a won-

derful thing to confider that there’ being
nothing berween them and Cbhile, but the
high mountains of the Cordillera, yet they
are fo different in their qualities. We have-
already mention’d fome 5 but we may fay,
that as to their temperature, they are in
every thing entirely oppofite 5 for firft the
heats are exceflive and intolerable in fum-
mer ; and for that, as well as for the vaft

uantity of bugs, or punaifes, which are
?hcre, fome very fmall, and others as big
as bees, one can hardly flecp a-nights in the
houfes, and therefore the people all fleep in
their gardens and court-yards. There are

" almoft perpetual thunders and lightenings,

and many poifonous reptiles and infeéts,.
though not {o many as in Tucuman and Pa-
raguay. There are likewife a fpecies of Mo/~

quites, or gnats, no-Digger than the points

of needles, and as fRarp in their fting,
though themfelves are almoft imperceptible ;
they get into the hair of one’s beard, and
one cannot be rid of them any other way,
than by killing them.

Thefe are the evil qualities of the land
of Cuyo; let us now mention the good ones.
The land is fo fertile, that in many things
it exceeds even the richeft foil of Chile; the
crops are better, the fruits larger, and of
better tafte, by reafon of the great heat,
which ripens them more : there is good ftore
of corn, wine, flefh, all forts of fruits, roots,
and herbs of Europe ; as alfo great quanti-
ties of olive-yards and almond-grounds; fo
that the only cffential difference between it
and Chile, is the many venomous animals,
and the thunders and rains in fummer ;

J

" pas, (where for many leagues

though to make fome amends, if Chile ex- ~

ceeds in fuminer, Cuyo has the advantage
in winter; for though the cold is fharp,
yet it is not with fuch clouds, nor fuch fnow’
and rains, as in Chile; but rather the wea-
ther is ferene, and the fun beautiful and
clear, without any dark weather, which
makes it very temperate.

bein far from any fea; but it has
pondgs,vewrly;ich are called the ponds of G.u.a-‘
nacache, where they catch great quantitics
of trouts, as they callthem, which are v

big, like the Savalos of Seville, but mu

better without comparifon ; for they have

no {mall bones, and are of a higher relifh, -

and a very healthy food.

Befides the fruits of Europe, this country
has feveral very good of its own. The firft
is called Chanales, which are like filberts or
fmall nuts ; only the difference s, that that
which is to be eaten is not within, but on
the outfide of the fhell : the other is the
Algaroba, of which they make bread fo
fweet, that it naufeates thofe who are not
ufed to it. All Tucuman, as far as Buenos
Aires and Paraguay, are provided from hence
with figs, pomegranates, dried peaches, and
dried grapes, apples, oil,and excellent wine,

of which they have abundance, which they

carry over thofe vaft plains, called the Pam-
together there
isnota tree, nor a ftone to befound,) in large
carts, fuch as they ufe here in Rome; and they
are a caravan ofy them together, to defend
themfelves from certain Indians,” who are
cnemies, and often attack them by the way.
Some years ago they began to difcover
here rich mines of filver, the fame of which
drew people from Potofi when I left Chile,
becaufe they were reputed to be richer, and
of more profit than thofe of Potofi, all
provifions being more abounding and cheap-
er too. Thefe mines werc alfo faid to be 1n
a plain country,where carts might come ea-
fily. They writc me word likewife, That
. there

There is no fea-fith in this province, it Cuyo, &
smnsry.
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there has fince beenrdifcover’d gold mines of

* a prodigious richnefs. *Tis truc indeed,

that in this matter of mines, there is a great
difference between affaying of them in little
parcels, or in great ones; for often the oar
that promifes much, yields but little, when
the affay comes to be made in great. This
is a common obfervation in mines ; and if
thefe of Cuyo do not prove extraordinary
rich, there will hardly come any people from
abroad to them, - particularly from Cbile,
where they have already fo many and good
ones, of fuch a known profit, and yet they
do not work them, the people being more
profitably employed in .husbandry, which
turns to greater account.

I will give here an extrad of a letter
which I received in Rome this year from fa-
therFuan del Pogo of our company, a perfon
of great piety, and worthy of credit, who
is at prefent in the college of Mendoca, the
chicf of all thofe of the province of Cuyo,
and itis thus: [ The greateft news here,
*¢ is about the mines which dre begun to be
¢ difcovered, which if it holds as they re-
¢ late, it will be the greateft thing in the
““ world : are of gold, which is feen
< among the filver oar: there are come very
** underftanding miners from Potofi, who
<¢cannot give over commending them.
“ There come people from S:. Fago, to

¢ work them, and captain Lorengo Soares is
“¢ named forAlcalde Mayor of thefe mines.”’] s

There are others who write the Tame thing ;
and there isno doubt to be made, but thar if

 they can have people, that country will be

one of the richeft of allththe Indies; for its
t fertility wants nothing but le to
éugmftivate and confurne its produgt?o pThis
will make the three cities of that province,
which are that of Mendo¢a, that of 8t.Fuan,
and that of St. Luis of Loiolz, increafe
mightily, which fince their firft foundation
have been at a ftand, by reafon of the neigh-
bourhood of Chile, which has kept them
down; many of the firft inhabitants of Cuyo
having left it to go to Chile, as being more
temperate, and more abounding with the
conveniencies of life ; for the fame reafon
that we fee in other parts moft people flock
to the capitals of 2 kingdom, as is evident
in Naples and other t cities. But if
the Spanifb inhabitants increafe as they have
done hitherto, there will be enough for all
thefe parts; and already fome of §t. Fago
have fettled, and married at Sz, Fuan and
Mendoga ;5 neither can it be otherwife, for
the people of Chile are beginning to be fo
ftreighten’d, that they cannot have all the
conveniencies of being at large, and fo are
forced to feek them abroad. ~
And ’tis mott certain, that the conveni-
encies of this province are very great; and
their notappearing fo, is owingonly to their
neighbourhood to Ch:ile, in comparifon of
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which thefe countries appear a place of ba-Ovacre.
nifhment, and is look’d upon as the moft ri- ~ 1646.

gorous that can be given any one in Chile ;
beca