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FUTURE PUNISHMENT,

The latest broadside of Canom Farrar
against the generally received doctrine of
future punishment has convinced the
world at large that whatever may be the
usuzl penetrative force of his missiles, in
this instance his volley has been misdi-
rected und that the recoil will certainly
prove fatal to the reputation of the rever-
end artillerist, His implied doctrine of a
second chance to sinners who have thrown
away their first while living here on earth,
may be greedily grasped at, and will, no
doubt, prove exceedingly comforting to
people of that class ; but that it must re-
ceive the unqualified dissent of the think-
ing part of Christendom we have no
doubt. The arguments used to bolster
up his position are mainly those of senti-
ment. When we look for logical reason-
ing we are met by assertions so contradic-
tory that we can hardly believe them to
have been advanced by any sound think-
ing man, let alone a thinking Christian.

The Greek word * Aionos,” signifying
eternal or everlasting, is precisely the same
word which the Scriptures apply to future
punishment and reward. If Canon Farrar
and his friends can prove conclusively
that this word really means what they say
it does when used in reference to future
punishment, viz., “ ages-long,” then it must
as a matter of course apply in exactly the
same manner to the duration of the hap-
piness of the redeemed in heaven, a doc-
trine so absurd that no one can be found
bold enough to advocate it, and yet it is
the only logical conclusion deducible from
their argument, They get over this dilem-
ma only by throwing themselves into a
worse, they assert that “aiomios,” when
applied to future punishment means “age-
long " but not emdless, but when used in
connection with the thought of God and
life through Him, it means “eternal?
since righ inherits i tality

through its great Origivator. If this is not
blowing hotand cold with the same breath
we should like to know what it is? For

old doctrine of our fathers, believing that

it is the only safe and scriptural one, and

shall trust that the gifted preacher and

writer who has done so much for the

cause of Christ, will not be the means of

pulling down more than he ever built up ;

but that ere long he may see the fallacy

of his reasoning, and discarding entirely

his own feelings and wishes in this matter,

rely solely upon the truth as revealed in

God's own word.

““There is no endless punishment,” Canon Farrar
says, says he,—

A-preachin’ in Westminster Abbey, awny across
the sea ;

“ Adowios" means “age-long” —plain as three and
four are seven ;

If that be so our Canon only gets an * age-long ”
heaven,

We'll take the Bible as it is when we reach the
land supernal,

Trusting to find awr heaven to be not ““ agelong,”
but ETERNAL.

———
HOME MISSION BOARD.,

At the recent Board meeting in Hamil-
ton, the reports presented by the mission-
aries were, on the whole, very gratifying, the
baptisms for the quarter on the mission
fields amounting to 155, distributed as
follows :—Durham 46 ; Wingham, 34;
Ridgetown, 19 ; Buckhorn, 16 ; Otterville,
8; McGillivray, 13; Collingwood, 4;
Forest, 4 ; Brampton, 3; Port Elgin, 2,
Stayner, 1; Campbellford, 2; Leith, 1 ;
Belleville, 1 ; Auburn, 1.

A very gratifying incident of the meet-
ing was the reading of a letter by the Sec-
retary from the pastor of the Kincardine
church, thanking the Board for its gener-
ous grant of $200 in October last, and
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ment of their plans, both financial and archi-
tectural, to the Board for its approval, before
proceeding to carry thew into execution.”

It being understood that the church in
Barrie was about to build, and that a de-
lay till the next meeting of the Board
might be prejudicial, it was, on motion of
Bro. Coutts, agreed that the Barrie church
should lay its plans before a committee of
the Board consisting of the President,
with pastors Dr. Castle and Joseph D,
King, for their endorsement or otherwise,
before proceeding to solicit aid from the
churches.

After transacting other business the
Board adjourned, to meet at Woodstock
on Wednesday, the 17th of April next,

THE BOYS' HOME,

Last month we had the pleasure of call-
ing attention to the very gratifying Report
of the “Girls'’ Home.,” We have now
before us the annual report of-—we were
going to call it the sister institution, but
it is really—the twin-brother institution,
the “ Boys’ Home.”

This charity has been in operation for
the past eighteen years, and the amount
of good accomplished among the little
waifs of our ity may be imagined
from the fact that it has rescued and shel-
tered very nearly 1000 homeless, friend-
less boys, many of whom are now occupy-
ing positions of respectability and useful-
ness in different parts of the province.

The following extract from the report
of the Secretary, Mrs. Sutherland Taylor,
will be interesting and instructive to our
readers :—

stating that at a meeting of the church m‘:'&"r::g'g‘: )3 ‘;::"!‘?.r 7‘; :‘l"{,'m';'e':‘:
5 o )
held on the g of Thanksgiving day, [orphats, 17 had no father, 18 no mother,

the brethren, on ing the dealing
and the goodness of God, heartily agreed
to relieve the Board from (e payment of
the grant voted, and to endeavour in the
future to raise an annual contribution for
the Convention. 'The following very
y and imp solution, moved
by Dr. Fyfe, and seconded by Dr. David-
son, was unanimously adopted :—
“ Whereas in many instances the mission-
aries of this Bo. are led to engage in
erecting places of worship, which not infre-

%nnuy involve | their travelling our
.cn‘ urches to solicit aid, therefore, Resolved :

and 28 had both parents living. In this last
class the managers often find those who have
the greatest claim on their assistance, the
circumstances calling for and W the
admission of these children being almost
always of a very distressing nature. The
number of inmates resident in the “ Home
in January last was 83, making a total of 155
who have received the benefits of the Insti-
tution during the year 1877. Of these 15
hnv: bee:::t to o:i;u:iatti:;nshln the country,
. have remn: their parents, 1
ﬂ\ve absconded, 1 died, and 1 was sent ;3
the Deaf and Dumb Asylum, Belleville, hay-
ing been received into the “ Home ” on dis-
charge from the hospital, where he had been
laid up with a en leg, until admission
could be obtained for him into the above-

at we our and
the mission churches to submit a full state-

This leaves a
balance of 88 boys now resident in
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Home. During the last year 11 of the lads
who had heen ser.. to the country on trial
were duly apprenticed to their masters, and
two were adopted into excellent homes,
making a total of 35 who are earning their
own living, and in most cases giving satis-
faction to their employers, Reports from

these alsent children of the Home are re- By

uired periodically, and duly received from
ir masters, clergymen, and school teach-
ers. With very few exceptions these have
been most favourable and encou . Du-
ring the year 1877, two of these
young men, acc ished their terms of
service, and received the money which had
been nnnunlxl paid for them by their employ-

ers, and which was deposited to their account

in a savings bank in accordance with the
rule= of the Institution.”

The report then goes on to speak of
the attention paid to the health and train-
ing of the inmates ; expresses the thanks
of the managers for several handsome do-
nations of money, and for various other
kindnesses conferred upon the Home
during the year, Special and very grate-
ful acknowledgment is made “ to the many
kind friends who devote so much of their
time every Sunday in giving religious in-
struction to the boys.”

The Iostitution closes the year free
from debt, but with only a small balance
in the treasury.

The C of Manag ists
of Protestant ladies of all denominations,
the Baptists being represented by Mrs.
A. R. McMaster, who is Treasurer, and
Mrs. H. H. Humphrey.

——

A SUCCESSFUL PASTORATE.

On Lord’s day, Feb. 3rd, Dr. Castle com-
mence 1 the sixth year of his ministry in
connection with Jarvis-st. church, Toronto,

The following statistics, furnished by
the Church Clerk were read at the close
of the morning sermon—which, by the
way, was in no sense an anniversary ser-
mon, but a very excellent discourse on
the of the relationship b
Christ and the believer, the text being
Matt. xxii. 49, 50.

‘The statistics for the yeir ending Feb.
1st, 1878, are :— .

125
The net increase being 6o for'the year,
The statistics for the five years of Dr.

Castle’s pastorate, from Feb. 1st, 1873, to
Feb. 1st, 1878, are ;—

"fﬁ

542
Giving a_net increase for the five years of
315 or an average increase of 63
per annum, .

The membership of the church on 1st
Feb,, 1873, was 352; now it is 667, or
almost double in five years. The material
prosperity is sufficiently indicated in the
removal of the place of worship from old
Bond-st chapel to the Jarvisst edifice,
the cost of which (about $100,000) is now
almost paid.

The sermon in the evening, delivered
before a crowded house, was an exposition
of the strict Baptist view on the subject
of communion. It was an eloquent and

the Baptist Sunday School in Kincardine,
Ont. This school during its brief history
has been remark:bly blessed of God ; and
the writer of the sketch, who is a Sabbath
school teacher of 27 years experience, at-
tributes the success in a very large mea-
sure to the personal dealing method as car-
ried out by the Kincardine teachers.

Sunpay Scmoor. Resurts.—From the
Examiner and Chronicle we gather the
following gratifying statistics of the Bap-
tists Sunday Schools in the State of New
York for 1877. There are in that State,
in round numbers, 105,000 scholars, an
increase ove: the previous year of about
2,000 ; and there have been baptized du:-
ing the year 2,021 scholars, or nearly two
fifths of all the baptisms reported in the
State.

Crericar TirLes.~A venerable brother,

masterly argument, free from the sligh
taint of denominational bitterness, and

whose we print in another
column, is very much exercised concerning
the wicked of our mini and the

was listened to with the closest
from beginning to end. Its circulation in

depravity of the CrRrIsTIAN HELPER and
other religious papers, in the free use made

pamphlet form among the churches could
not fail to be attended with most gratify-
ing results,

————e

EDITORIAL NOTES.

CORRESPONDENTS AND EXCHANGES will
please note the fact that we Aave changed
our Post Office Box to No. 223. See our
advertisements.

THE SECRETARY'S WORK.—We are very
gratified to learn from Dr. Davidson thata
good measure of success has attended his
recent tour among the churches of the

Niagara Association. The amount col- | g

lected and promised for Home Missi

of the little prefix “ Rev” to distinguish
the former and otherwise reputable class
of the community.  For his comfort, and
as affording a noble example in these
degenerate days, we take pleasure in ap-
pending the following from the Baptist of
the 3st ull, :—

“ Bro. Thos. Williamson writes as follows :
1 wish correspondents to address me at
Acton, where | am at labouring for
the I do not wish them to address
me with the l:.:lic of ‘Rem u::y religious
convictions me to W
of being so addressed.” -

A Mopest Epiror.—Modesty is not
1 idered the dis-

o4 L4
on 2 g

will, Dr. D. assures us, be dowdle that ob
tained last year. This is encouraging,
We trust that a similar report may be
forthcoming from all the other Associa
tions, “so that,"—to repeat the potent
words of a respected correspondent found
in another column—* instead of having
note; under discount in the bank for the
Lord’s work, a balance may be found in
the Treasurer’s hands.”

PErsoNAL ‘DeALNG.—In another part
of this paper will be found an account of
the organization, and plans of working of

g g of the bers of
fourth estate; but the following rare ex-
ception is so ingenuous that we cannot
refrain from commending its spirit to the
favourable notice of our readers. A reli-
gious contemporary speaking editorially
of the Rev. Joseph Cook’s now famous
“wive P's" the parlor, the pulpit, the
Press, politics and the police, winds up with
the following modest conclusion—*'The
first two of these powers, the Christian
home and the Christian pulpit, we' regard
as'so far ahead of the rest, that the latter
cannot worthily be ranked in the same
catagory.” At first sight we Were inclined




to think that this paragraph savoured more
of the pulpit than of the sanctum, but on
reflecting that an editor never cared about
becoming responsible for other people’s
effusions, we were forced to conclude that
the real cause was a sudden and over-
whelming attack of—modesty.

Tue Loncest oN Recorp —We find,
the following rather startling paragraph in
a recent number of the Christian Visitor :

“Rev. Mr. Wilcox preached all day to his
own congregation last Lord's day.”

Aflter such an announcement, some re-
marks on the character of the discourse,
the effect upon the congregation, the
physical dition of the preacher on
resuming his seat, &c., &c., would have
been in order ; but, alas ! the above brief
sentence is all the record given, and
imagination is left to fill in the rest.

Tue EvuropeaN Crisis.—At the pre-
sent moment, when all the Europ
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when I found that I was to be denied the '

honor of introducing what, I believe, wil!
come to be considered (at least among

1 d hers,) an “institution” ; but
on sccond thought, the example referred
to encouraged me, for now I can back up
my arguments with a “ precedent.”

But the reader will say, “The whole
idea is visionary I” So it is; and just
because it is wisionary 1 argue in its favor.

Think how much of our education
comes through our organs of vision ! Who
can estimate the amount of influence
exerted by the pictures we have seen !
Crystallize a thought into a visible form,
or it into a few preg! words,
and the eye, acting as the camera, throws
a well defined image upon the sensitive
brain, and there, by a mental process, as it
were, the picture, and all the ideas sug-
gested by it, are for ever “fixed.”" The
ancient and modern werld unite in pro-
nouncing pictures the most potent educa-
tors ever known ; and the *children of
light” are coming to be as wise in this
respect as the “ children of the world.”
Hence we have in our Sunday Schools
leaf clusters, and blackboard lessons, and

tions appear to be on the verge of a terri
ble conflict, the following, which we clip
from the Christian Herald, of London,
seems at least worthy of consideration :—

“If the Scripture prophecy has been
rightly i retated hy u;olilors, as show-
ing that at the final ciisis England is to be-
come logisl.tiv:ll{ separated from India and
Ireland, and allied with Turkey, France,
Austro- Hun, , and the rest of the ten
kingdoms o s Roman Empire in a
terrible war against Russia and Yy
then there is much reason to apprebend that,
before long, unparalleled calamities will be-
fall our country.”

M;xi—hntth —Qrﬁtlts,l«

A NEW HELP TO PREACHERS,

THE USE OF THE BLACKBOARD IN
THE PULPIT.

Why should not that very valuable
auxiliary, the Blackboard, be utilized by
preachers as well as by the Sabbath School
workers? Both teach the same truths,
and both have the same pupils, if the
adage that “men (and women) are but
chil of a larger growth,” is correct.

1 had fondly ght that this idea of a
blackboard in the pulpit originated: with
myself; and would first be given to the
world through the medium of the HELPER ;
but I have learned that the blackboard
has already been used, in one instance at
least. It is, of course, needless to say
that the courageous nolm« was an
A L v t disapp inted

na- |l

il d cards, and pi
books, &e.

Let the preacher take the hint. 1do
not mean that he should make pictures
~unless he have the ability to make them
faultlessly. Poor pictures would be as
indigestible, and as injurious, as badly-
cooked sermons.  But let him write down
his text, and the heads of his sermon, and
such words as would suggest the striking
ideas of his discourse. uagor example :—
suppose the sermon be on the mutual
relations of faith and works, and the
preacher wishes to illustrate the idea that
works are useless unless they are the out-
come of faith, Let faith be represented
by the figure 1, and works by the figure
0. In their proper relation they would
stand thus “Y0," works increasing the
value of faith ten-fold ; if works are put
before faith, the result would be 01,—-the
works counting as nothing. I have keard
this 1llustration, but never saw it. If it
were put on a blackboard, not even the
dullest hearer could ever forget it. Take
another example :—On a recent Sunday
Rev. Dr. Fyfe preached in Alexander-st.
Church in this city. His text was from
Jeremiah xvii, 7: * Blessed is the man
that trusteth in the Lord, and whose hope
the Lord is”” ' He said there were three
words used in the Scriptures having nearly
the same meaning. They were :—Belief,
Trust, and Faith. He considered believing
as purely intellectual, stating that he might
believe gospel truth, as he did the historical

, picture

Faith he considered the combination of
intellectual belief and heart-trust, without
both of which there can be no livin
faith, Fow plain this important trut!
could be made, by writing 1 the black-
board these words :—

Beligf —of the intellect.
Farn { s } Tyust—of the heart,

Scores of such examples will occur to
you, reader ; and every preacher will be
able to embody his thoughts in some such
way as indicated. This blackboard system
would require that preacliers Aave thoughts,
ideas, principles, to teach. Iknow preach-
ers who talk litti> more than empty plati-
tndes. Of course they would not favor
the use of the blackboard,—which is sug-
gested on the belief that Theology is
founded on principles just as well de-
fined as those of any of the sciences.
I believe the preacher who really has
truths to teach, and is anxious to expound
them in the simplest—not in the most
profound —way, would find the blackboard
an invaluable aid. As for the hearers,
they now carry away but a meagre part of
the sermon, unless they note the main
points, This is an excellent practice,—
or rather was,—for it is not in vogue now,
as tiie stylish surroundings of the modern
fashionable church make it look out of
place to take notes. In the same way
the good old habit of following the preach-
er, Bible in hand, is not popular.

We need to go back to first principles,
and the blackboard is, to my mind, the
most feasible mode of reviving th:cgood
old idea of the church being a school,
the preacher a teacher, and the hearers
learners.

What do the ministerial brethren think
of the idea of the blackboard in the pul-
pit?  One who would like to know is

Oriver OpPTIC’s BROTHER.

WOMAN'S WORK IN FOREIGN
MISSIO.IS.

Foreign Missions cover a/ the objects
for which we have many societies at home.
Supporters of the different home societies
forget this fact when they compare any
one of these societies and the income
thereof with our Foreign Mission Society

and its income.
i for foreign missions

fact that Napoleon died on the Island of
St. Helena, but such belief did not influence
:ii:\, unless he frusted those truths from

heart, and acted upon that trust.

The approp
cover the following objects among others :
land, and buildings for the missionaries to
live in : chapel ; schools for both secular
and religious instraction ; support of pu-
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pils in many cases ; support of teachers ;
books ; tracts; bibles ; medicines; sala-
ries of missionaries, &c. How many
societies we have at home to cover the
same amount of ground! Is it right
to have these societies? Ought not
one society to be enough for our home

il -l b

education, &c, &c.? Here is whca

specific donations come in, as also th

work for the women and children of

Plnau‘;hen lands by the women of Christian
nds.

Whenever a party at home lpuiﬁmll;
donates a gift for foreign missions, in
ninety-nine cases out of a hundred, he
does about as he would in contributing to
one of our many socicties at home.

Our Foreign Mission Society has ap-
propriated some hundreds of dollars for
native preachers. Suppose some brother
here says, “I will take a preacher and
pay for him yearly,” Does he not, by
his gift, reduce the amount to which the
society is liable for the support of native
preachers? Is he withdrawing funds from
the general society? The same remark
aﬁulies to the work of the women of our
churches, The estimates sent home by
our missionaries and approved of, contain
at least $2,000 of work that the women
are organized to do. Already the Board
at Toronto of the ladies have taken $450
of that $2,000, and will take more just
as fast as their funds warrant them in
doing so. See Mrs. McLaurin's recent
letter in the Canadian Baptist.

Do these socicties, as some affirm, de-
tract from the funds of the general society ?
They meet once a month to pray for, and
talk about, and get information bearing
on foreign missions. Does God hear
prayer? Do not the information and
interest which are the outcome of these
meetings find their way into the com-
munity, and will not these influence for
better the income of the General Society ?
I am sure they will, and eventually enor-
mously so. If we had a circle in each
of our churches, I would feel perfectly
confident that the sum asked by our
Foreign Mission Board this year would
be raised to the /ast cent. 1 would know
where to look for ingelligently interested,
capable canvassers, for the General So-
ciety. The first summer I was home I
did my best in my native place, and got
less than $30,

1, at the same time, organ
ized a “ circle.”  Last year, with no elp p

of mine, over $40 was raised for the Gen-
eral Society; the circle had its money
Lesides. On the other hand I could
mention a church where there is no “ cir-
cle,” and they will not have one, where
the contribution of last year is below  that
of the previous year. Had there been a
“circle” in that church and it had raised,
as it might have, $50, it would have been
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at once said,—The “circle” has taken
money from the * Geueral Society.”

I wrote to Dr. McKenzie, of Boston,
on this point. I give his reply :—"*1
would say that the efforts of the Women's
Societies, in the way of collecting funds,
do not detract from the receipts of the
Union. You look at it in this light.
Last year they collected about $40,000.
Now, perhaps $5,000 of that would have
come into the treasury of the Union, if it
had not gone into the treasury of the
Women's Societies. But the Union had
a real gain of $35,000 : for by their efforts
that amount got into the fields of the
Union, an amount that our fields would
not have received but for the Women's
Societies. Do you see how it works?”

Yes, I see how it works, and saw how
it would work before I started our Ladies’
Societics in Ontaio and Quebec. Dr.
McKenzie might have added truthfully
that the increase in Foreign Mission in-
terest was more than $s5,000, and five
times that sum, which has resulted from
the study of Foreign Missions in all the
hundreds of ** circles.”

No, the opposition to these “ circles”
is born of no deep insight into, or love of
the benighted millions of heathendom,

EARLY MEMORIES.
CONTINUED,

Passing over a couple of years, durir,
which time I had so far recovered my heallﬁ
as to be able to do light wek, and to walk
without crutches, I was indv.ced to undertake
a little school in a detached part of the set-
tiement. I had fifieen pupils, varyi;g in age
from five to fifteen y-ars, no one whom,
I think had ever been at any school before.
My school house was a log shanty which
had been erected by some men who had a
job for clearing land ; and when their job
was done, having no further use for the
shanty, they left it to the owner of the land,
who Ling one of my eriployers, gladly
allowed it to be converted into a seat of
learning. 1t was summer, and our number
was small, and the shant
ably. My fees were to
month for each pupil,, not in cash, for there
was very little (vFl at in the settlement, but
in frade: ie. in such articles of home pro-
duction or home manufactures, as the sever-
al families might have to spare. From one, for
instance, I would get a straw hat, or a pair
of socks; from another a pair of home-made
linen trousers, or a home-made linen shirt,
while some would send me a bushel or two
of wheat or corn which I could exchange,
perhaps with a shoemaker for a pair of
shoes, or with b: store keeper for articles not

answered admir-
half a dollar a

ol
of a misunderstanding of the scope and
aims of the “ Women's work.” I got the
core of it the other day, when a brother
told me he was not in favor of these
circles. “Why,” said he, “If all the
women were to go into this, we should
have all the other objects starved. 'They
would get all the money for Foreign
Missions.” He and others had been talk-
ing about this matter, and the above was
the very Christian decision reached. So
there is a danger of having too much
interest in a Christless world ; and the
interest must be strangled. I venture to
say if we had interest enough to have
every woman in our charches giving TWo
CENTS a week to send the gospel to those
that sit in darkness and the shadow of
death, our Home work would be in a
better state than it is to-day. But I did
not start to write a long letter, but intro-
duce the following excellent paper on
“ Woman’s Work in Missions,” by a man
and a minister.

A. V. Trypaxny.

[Owing to the length of the paper in
uestion, we shall be obliged to defer it
till next moath, Epitor C, H].

LT EIRTEE DS EALI

A Social, under the auspices of the
Ladies' Aid Society of Alexander street
church, will be held on Tuesday evening,
Febroary 26, for which an excellent pro-
gramme is preparing. Tickets 2o cents,
including refreshments.. Go

p in t

My little experiment was a success, My
upils were advanced not only to the satis-

ction of their parents, but to theit astonish.
ment;~far beyond their e: ions, so
the next season I had no difficulty in gettin,
a school in a more central position, witl
double the number of pupils. I taught no-
thing but reading, writing, and the ground
rules of arithmetic. To say that nothing
more was required would be true ;
but it would be only honest to admit that |
was then capable of nothing more. Hitherto
I had read much (at least all I could get) and
thoughtfully; but 1 had formed no serious
purpose of attempting to acquire an edwca-
tion. Indeed I had verl vague notions of
what was implied in that word. '.lm;i
chiefly for. the pleasure it gave me, It af-
forded me almost my only ﬁe.m of enjoy-
ment. If | had any fixed object beyond this
it was the acquisition of knowledge on as
many subjects as possible. But having no
method, classification, or ment, the
Imowle&ge I acquired was mixed and con-
fused and of little value beyond personal
gratification.—I now began to see the neces-
sity of a more careful and distinct course of
St Anemieln o ety ok
a ow] grammar
tic. But how was this to be accomplished ?
1 knew of no school in the county in which
the former branch was taught, nor any in
the township where I would be likely to get
much assistance in the latter. A ‘circum-
stance occurred, , early in the winter,
which for a while promised to remove ail
my difficulties. A stranger arrived in the
settlement; who, in the most confident man-
ner professed to be a scholar. According
his own account he was a Scotc and a

duate of a Scotch University.  He was

business however, Wwas here to pur-

g-c lumber
uring the winter he would have very little /
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occupation, and would be willing to teach a
school. | If the ple would furnish ' him
with a room and fuel, and pay him two dol-
lars per quarter per pupil he would teach
them an; ?hug they desired ; whether Eng-
lish, mathematics or classics, Furthesmore,
as there were no school books in the settle-
ment he would furnish all the books and
stationery that might be required at reason-
able rates. Weil, this !vn’rm opportunity
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would look into it, and would tell us how
to go on after dinner.  As soon as the school
was called after noon I again applied for the
desired information, when his repl; was that
upon reaching his lodging he found some
Etmlemen waiting for him, and they had
ept him engaged in business matters during
the whole recess: but that to-morrow morn-
ing he would have an answer ready. We
saw clearly m it was, Our master was

00 good to be neg here hap

to be a vacant house in the neighbourﬁmod.
which by su[plying a few lights of glass to
replace broken ones, and removing some
board partitions, made a convenient school-
room.

On the ing of the
was among the first to present myself. A
long table of rough boards had been erected
along the centre of the room on which were
some piles of books, slates, &c. 1 at once
a for an arithmetic and a grammar.

an imp an ig , whogpresum-
ing upon the suppased ignorance of our en-
tire settlement, thought he might sustain his

etentions for three or four months without
ear of detection. At the afternoon recess
my friend and I, withou taking leave, gath-
ered up our books and went home.

1 had,however, received information (for
had been for months past making enquiries
in different directions) that a school existed
in a settlement about twelve miles distant,
in which all my wants would be met. I tied

¢ was surprised at my wanting a g
and tried to dissuade me from my purpose.
It was a dry, difficult study, he said, and
would take up a great deal of time, and after
all would be of little or no luslc to ;nc. Very
few le required a knowledge of grammar,
luchl:"f:::rP ins'i:lmce as editors and poets ; but
to plain _country people, engaged in the
mné\ toils of IKE farm and the bush, it
would be of no service whatever, I, how-
ever, was not to be turned from my purpose,
but ssured him that that was my principal
reason for attending the school, and that if
I could not learn grammar here, I must seck
another school. He finally agreed that if a
class could be made up he would send for
the grammars which would arrive in a few
days. 1 diligently canvassed the whole

ool, but could find but one person who
was willing to join me in the mysterions
lnld{d;b\lt we got the promise that the books
should be forthcoming. Meanwhile we went
on with arithmetic, A considerable num-
ber eagaged in this study, Some of them
were raw, young, and dull, yet the master
seemed inclined to have us all go on b

u}) a bund e ing my books, a change
of linen and a pair orlpare socks, and set
off o foot through a deep snow. [ went to
the house of a farmer with whom I had met
before and who lived near the school house,
With him I had no difficulty in making an
arrangemer . for my board, in payment for
which I was to do ¢chores morning and even-
ing and Saturday half-holidays. I found the
teacher here, efficient and agreeable. | en-
tered the school as a special student, pursu-
ing the studies of grammar and arithmetic
exclusively ; one in the morning and the
other in the afternoon, and | soon found the
difficulties gtaduallﬁ, indeed rapidly, melting
away before me, But unfortunately, before
the middle of the first quarter an event oc-
curred which made it necess for the mas-
ter to leave the place very suddenly,

The school was large and composed almost
exclusively of grown up, or half grown ladsand
girls, all of whom must be employed at home
as soon as the spring season returned, and
many of whom would never attend school
again. To close it now would be a great

isf to the settl In this dilem-

We, who had a little knowledge, must lﬁ
back and begin at the beginning with

rest: - Notation, (both Roman and Arabian)
numeration, addition, etc., must all be gone
through in order. Al rules and printed ob-
servatiofis must be committed to memory
and, formally recited, and the whole class
must move in line. The front could not
advance till the rear was brought up. We

£

ma the trustees, (for it was a duly organized
school under thestatute then in force,) offered
the situation to me. It was with great hes.
itation and trembling that 1 accepted the
appointment. I had not yet pleted my
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and fairly good schools, now penetrate to
our remotest settlements. Light and learn-
ing advance in every direction synchronously
with the advance orpopulmiun. An almost
infinitely prolific press; the immense multic
plication and cheapening of books and pe-
riodicals, and the wonderful facilities for
communication and intercourse secure us
against such an event; and we who have
come up from that generation will be ex-
cused, I trust, for any disposition we may
exhibit, to linger over the memory of a past,
that has passed forever,

1 have already anticipated in point of time,
and yet I feel tempted to mention one more
inci-lent which occurred towards the end of
this year. | had the good fortune, as I then
regarded it, to form “the acquaintance of a
young gentleman of education from New
England, a graduate of Yale College, where
he had taken his degree of M.D. and I think
also of M.A. He was stopping with some
friends four or five miles distant, where it
was expected he would remain for many
months, if not permanently. | was now a
Christian and had begun to preach, and 1
was greatly desirous to be able to read the
New Testament in the very words, pro-
nounced by our Lord, or written by His
apostles. Being in conversation with my
young doctor one day, 1 asked if he could be
induced to give me some assistance in the
study of Greek, and also whether he thought
it might be possible for me in my circum-
stances,—intensely employed every day and
no time for study except night,—to acquire a

d knowledge of that lang He
at once, and most cheerfully pledged bis
best services, and earnestly advised me to
persevere in my purpose. He assured me
thac it would not only be a pleasure, but a

sitive advantage to himself, as here in the

ush he was too apt to heglect his books,

and the Greek especially was rather a fugi-
tive language, :mgche needed something to
keep it fres| n his memory. | might come
to him, most welcome, two or three times a
week, and when he could,he would spend an
even{n,_g with me. But I must have books—
a grammar, New Testament and Lexicon.
A few days after this happy arrangement
was concluded I set off for Dundas, (forty
miles) ly on this errand. The Les-

twentieth year, and there were several young
men in the school who bad passed’ their
twenty-first. There were also several grown
up young women, a matter of still greater

S -

| winter w;'ﬂ: some degree of success.

tome. I enjoyed, however,
a certain degree of prestige from my position
as a special student in the school, and es-
pecially as a student of grammar, a branch
that had never before been taught in the
settlement, and which was ed by the
young people as something high, above the
ordinary range of common education. Urged
therefore, by the trustees, and promised b
them a gmemmpm, 1fi underts
the task and ca the schooal t roufh the

never
s attended any school, as a pupil,
or received any private teaching.

I have detained you long over these tri-
ﬂilm details, but my object has been and
shall be, to give you a true picture of the
‘staté of society among us in zhmar?'da s:
i. state that can’ Wleu‘:eln t k
n country; ‘at
Englih enguage ' spoken.

one vher the |

y
lie's, at this time kept a very respectable
bookstore in Dundas, the only one, so far as
I know, this side of kingnon. To Leslie's
therefore 1 went, but only to be disappointed.
Leslie’s had not the books, nor did they
think it probable that I could get them be-
fore spring. They might be obtained in
Brockville,—not short of that,—but there
would be no means of ﬁminﬁ them up till
navigation opened. This will sound very
strange to you men of this generation: you
will with difficulty conceive of the neul of
shipping, to bring up two or three little vol-
umes from a St. Lawrence town, But you
must remember that we in those days were
not only destitute of the immense conve-
ni

iences of railways and express
but even regularly established stage lines
were also wanting. People stopped at home
during the winter, in those days, even along
the frontier; or if any one was ol 0
travel, he taok b‘: own conveyance and went
d ' at his own ¢ i

d::;'n !.esliel;hw;ht the W (I;lgh:
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young and rising village where an academ
ad just been opened. But the same diffi-
culty presented itself here, and the result
was that I did not get the books during the
winter, and in the spring my doctor lcx the
place, and so my whole scheme fell through,
and several years elaysed before 1 was in a
Eosilhm to take up that study, and then |
ad to pursue it without a teacher.

But this has been a long session. [ shall
now relieve your patience. When we meet
again | shal?immduce you to the churches
of fifty or sixty years ago, and endcavour to
exhibit to you the state of religion as it ex-
isted among the early settlers.

@orrtspﬁlwcm.

THE YEAR BOOK, &c., &c.

To the Editor of the CHRISTIAN HELPER :

DEAR SIR :—1 have been much interested
in perusing the Vear Book for 1878, which 1
received in good time. In care, general ar-
rangement and information, it is considerably
ahead of all its predecessors. In thus bestow-
ing care upon our Year Book and Annual
Reports, a service is rendered to the denom-
ination throughout the world, as the accuracy
and completeness of the volume in one coun-
try will necessarily assist those engaged in a
similar duty in other countries, and zive
Baptists generally a better idea of what is
being done by them as a body.

I was particularly struck with the Report
of the late lamented President of the Conven-
tion, where he analyses the contributions for
that object during the past year; and, were
his suggestions carried out, what a simple
matter it might be to raise, say $10.000 a
year from the Baptists, for the Convention
alone : [t is absurd to say that it is impracti-
cable. All it wants is a fittle atfentiva, not
even pressing, Let some one member of
each church undertake to see it carried out,
by asking every member (except those in
actual povert{‘, to give at least one cent a
aeek. Let the ladies of our town and cit
churches sacrifice fifty cents worth of hca«z
gear annum, and gentlemen a similar
sum for tobacco or some other luxury, and
the amount annually required for that object
will be raised without any difficulty, Let us
make a monsI ull this year to wipe uut this
disgrace which has overtaken us, so that in-
stead of having notes under discount in the
bank for the 's work, a balance may be
found in the Treasurer's hands. Talk of self-
denial in such a matter ! It is nothing com-
pared with what some of our hard working
missionaries have to undergo.

It is to be hoped that the churches will be
able to appreciate this effort of the Committee
to fuminzp such important and reliable infor-
mation in regard to what we are doing. In-
deed the Baptists of these provinces may be
congratulated on getting &e hi
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CLERICAL TITLES.

To the Editor of the CHRISTIAN HELPER : | -

DEAR SIR :—A short time ago | observed
in the Canada Baptist a notice under the
heading of Obituaries, of the death of a young
man who had been brought to a knowledge
of the truth partly through the “late revered
and Rew, D. McPhail” = The writer should
have known that there exists very little,if any,
difference between “revered” and *‘ Rever-
Mngges'" gl 0 ing herald;

s t to P. H. that in using ry to
Baptist ministers he should follow the rules

| an ﬂiquenebelongiwthemo.—'l‘husWeb—

ster gives them : ‘e style a clergyman
F rmgrfml,'l bishop * vight reverend, an arch-
bishop * most veverend,’ and a dean ‘m?r
reverend” He defines “ reverend” asatitle
of respect given to the ¢ or ecclesiastics.
1 was acquainted with the late Mr, McPhail,
and esteemed him much for his piety, zeal
and activity in the Master's service—and for
one | should be sorry to use any prefix or
affix to his worthy name that would in the
least tend to lower him in my estimation.
To me, and 1 have no doul:t to very many
Baptists, this title of “ Rez.” prefixed to Bap-
tist ministers’ names is sadly out of place,
and grates upon the ear ; and yet our minis-
ters and editors cling to it as hi

t, with your leave, I should |

Suwadap School Bepartment
International Bible Lessons, 1878.
STUDIES ABOUY 'rm—K_mubuu OF JUDAM.

FIRST QUARTER.

‘eb. 2. Jehoshajhat Reproved. ... .. ® wix: 1- 9
** 10, Jehoshaphat Helped of God. XX 1482
17 Joush 1 Temple. xxiv: &13
“ 34, Ussish's unished ... % xxvl. 1638

Abaz' Persistent Wickednew,  *  xxviil : 1927

- xxix: 111

ar. 8
10, Heseklah's Good Reigy
ozekinh and the “ xxel: B

ol ©
* 24 Manasseh brought o

ance. ...
“ 8L REVIRW.

Preparcd for the CurisTian HELPER,

Feb. 17.—Joash Repairing the Temple—

| 2 Chron. xxiv. 4-13.  About B.C. 856.
GOLDEN TEXT,

| " Aud it came to pass after this that Joash was minded

i to repair the howse of the Lord,” 2 Ohron. xxiv. 4.

! INTRODUCTORY,

| The history of Judah from the death of Jehosh-

aphat Lill the accession of Joash to the throne is

worthy of use and to retaincd.  Baptist
papers seldom speak of a ministering brother
without using the pomsh refix, as if *ny one
did not know that Mr. D). McPhail was a
minister ; that brethren Fyfe and Davidson,
having D. D. after their names and Rev.
before them, were as well known without
these. How much better would érother Fyfe,
or érother Davidson sound, when speaking
of them, or, as Mr. Spus n does of his
brethren in the ministry, Mr. A. or Mr. B.:
but, if the lovers of ritualistic mummery will
have it, let them follow the rules and regula-
tions given, and pray do not let our D. D.’s
and gther brethren of distinction have only
the bare Rev.—a title accorded to a young
man after hands are laid upon him-but, by
all means, let them have an additional adjec-
tive, to which they are in fair play entitled.
Might not this tion tably emglvy
the serious consideration of the Baptist Con-
vention ?
1 am, dear Sir, vours,
A HATER OF CLERICAL TITLES AMONG
BAPTIST MINISTERS,

e Nddda av G 4

Danger attends teaching the catechism for
purposes of exhibiti “"‘ﬁ:nlhe‘" i

!
came to examine the class, each boy knew

what question he would be asked and what
answer would be expected. It so
however, that ore lad was missing, and the

uestion, “ Did God make you ? was put to s

the next in order.  The reply was origi
and ishing, “ No sir; the boy that God

of
their Ce Fndu ly dell ‘yll\d
dmed to the rapid increase and influence
of the deriomination throughout the country,

I' might say much more regarding olr
financjal matters, and, with your permission,
will probably réturn to the subject at an early

"0 Voirs faithall
A READER OF THE * Heiork¥

made has gone home with the toothache.”

Shun delays, they breed remorse ;
Take thy time while time is lent thee ;
Creeping snails have weakest force ;
Fly their fault, lest thou repent thy
%’oodiobe:&whenmmwn:ﬁl, 1

ing’ring labors come to naught.

one of ing| and disgrace,—a
very natural consequence of the mistaken and sin:
ful policy of Jehoshaphat in promoting the mar-
riagtnlg'n son and heir Jehoram with Athalia,
the idolatrous danghter of Ahab and Jezehel.
Of Jehoram's reign not one good deed s record-
ed, but we are told in very sigrificant words that
“he walked in the way kings of Israel, o8
did the house of Ahab ; for the daughier of Ahab
was bis wife ; and e did evil in the sight of the
Lord,"—2 Kings viii, 18; 2 Chron. xxi, 6. It
was under the influence of this woman, no
doubt, that immediately upon the death of his
father he slew all his brethren and some of the
most influential princes of Judah ; and then
ceeded to foree npon his mmihe Ticent
worship of Hoal, which his had done so
much to keep out of the land—2 Chron. xxi. 4,
11, During a brief part of his reign, Jehoram,
king of Isrmel was his contemporary. “‘It is
sorrowful 10 see that of the two Jehorams the
son of | hat was pre-cminent in wickednes,
Only the faithiulness of God to His covenant
withheld the merited doom from falling u
king and country together. The relapse into
heathen wickedness was the wwrl‘:im u:( u;}.:: h':
known. A ic ing t
yet = m"?"mm g

Teft before his translation, as a
mto&eh v of Judah, was discovered and
m!nnlnwtlngamn king. - As the na-
ﬁlmdcpmdkm od its power became en-
feebled.  First the Edomites rebelled from the
Hebrew ehoram putti
oo th tabalion . vt T, Pl

mhdﬂ.nﬂ he of the Lord
Ry Py e
-’?ﬁ.m’ﬂa Jehoram, v .i:m‘




the Syrians (2 Chron. xxii. 5). The circumstances
«f his death ave recorded in 2 Chron, xxii. 7-9.
** The seven years which followed the death of |
Abaziah may count among the saddest periods of |
ndeean histary. < To all appearance the line of |
vid was c.tinct, and the act of an idolatrous
Sn‘e:nhdhﬂmahhepurpomof(}o-ll s
infant life, however, secretly preserved, was

to continue the great succession, and to prove that
the Most High had not suffered His faithfulne s to
fail, g‘ a, the high priest, had married Je- |
hosheba, the daughter of Jehoram, «ing of Judah,
most probably by a former marriage ; half-xister,
thezefore, of the slain. Ahaziah, In the slaughter
of the royal children by their grandmother, the
youngest, Joash, was taken by this aunt of his
and concualed in a store-room of the high priest’s
house.  Athaliah meanwhile reigned securely,
unaware of the eiements of ruin that were gather-
ing 5o peur, The infant prince was after a while
removed with his nurse to one of the apartments
of the temple, where he could remain d
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THE WORK RETARDED. V. §, 6.

V. 5. The Levites hastened it not.—
““They seem to have used the funds thus 5-&;-1
for their own support, instead of sacredly devoting
them to the cause for which thsy were given.
On no other hiypothesis can the king’s subsequent
action be explained.”

V. 6. \\?hy hast thou not ? This looks
as if the chief blame rested on Jehoiada. The
collection * * of Moses. half-shekel tax
laid on the people for the repair and service of the
tabernacle, (see Exod. vxx. 12:16.) The precise
taxes which the king proposed to devote to this
purpose are given in 2 Kings xii, 4.

THE WORK PUSHED FORWARD, V. 8-12,
V.8 Made a chest. Compare 2 Kings

xif, 9, which gives fuller particulars. Notice how
the king loxk the matter into his own hands,
v

among the children of the Leyites,  Aud “Atha-
liah did reign over the land,”"—Dr, §. G, Green.
It is remarkable that while Bas'-worship was
vigorously pushed by this idolatre s queen, and a
heathen temple, images, and priesthood were

ished in Jerusalem (2 Chron. xxiii. 17), yet
she did 1ot interfere with the Levitical rrie:\hood
or desecrate the temple of Jehovah during the
years of her usurpation. The 23rd chapter of 2
Chronicles contains the account of Jehoiada's
plans for placing the child-king upon the throne,
and their successful completion. Then they ** set
the king upon the throne of the kingdom, and ail
the le of the land rejoiced ; and the city was
quiet after that they had slain Athalish with the
sword,”~verses 20, 21. During the minority of
Joash the kingdom was governed by Jehoiada,
whose influence. upon the young king ‘seems to
have been of the best kind.—2 Chron. xxiv. 2.

As the ki mm-ed towards years of maturity
he h'lh: considerable enthusiasm in the
service of Jehovah.

Jesson contains an account of his zeal in
repairing the temple, which must have suffered
consigerably during the reigus of Jehoram, Aba
ziah, and the queen III?-‘ Athaligh (see verse 7).
We may consider (1) the work proposed, (2) the
work +(3) the work puskad forward ; and
(4) the work completed.

THE WORK PROPOSED, v, 4, 5, 7.
F. 4. After this—that is after he was war-
i i ki oash i

ried and settled in his s X is
is a conf of iy, ‘he latter form being
used in 2 Kings xil, He was the youngest king
of Judah, and reigned forty years (verse 1), He
seems to have man of fine impulses ; but

easily led bg his advisers, and lacking in moml
ompare verse 2 with 17, 18, &c
Wa mlndltr He himself, not Jeholada,

very mach
o meglect pillage during the ¥t years
V. 5. The priests and the Levites. To
ML , a8 well as by a
the duty of for the te ua’lg’
uw for its \ this_fus
all “the " people | were ‘expected to contribute,
Money. consisted of pieces of silver of

different sizes which were velibncd at every trans-
action. Coined money was !

unknown. See ]

Gen,, xxiii, 165 Esra viii, 25; Jer, il 9. |1

From year tn year, Mﬂ“
ptions, of

mw‘*whnw;dyw ¥ xq-b‘ i

i Tl o o g
ry aned il b
o v matter, a Tequin

. B P “It is readily
conceivable that such a solemn call, and the an-
nouncement that a special * chest ' was assi to
ibutions towards the ion, would have
ths effect described in the next verse of causi
all classes of the people to flock to Jerusclem
fill the chest with their offerings.” —5p. Com.
V. ro. Until they had made an end.
—that is, either ‘ until they had given all they had,
or, until they had given enough.’
V. rr. At what time.—*'The chest, it
appears, was from time to time (when it
to be pretty full) removed from its place to a
, Where it was emptied in presence of
the high priest (or his depaty) and of a royal
scribe ; after which it was taken back to the
temple.  The money was * told,” placed in bags,
and made over to the overscers of the work
(2 Kings xii, 10, 11).”--Sp. Com.
V. r2. ‘To such asdid the work.—
thet is, to the overseersof the work. See 2 Kings,
xily 11, 12,

THE WORK COMPLETED. WV, 13,

V. 13. Perfected—in the sense of com.
pletion. They set the house of God in his
state.—Rather. Zhey set up ine Aouse of God in
ils proportions.

PRACTICAL LESSONS,

1, God’s rurpma cannot be frustrated.  This
i8 illustrated in the preservation of the infant prince
Joash from the evil design of Athaliah.

2. Tt is well to he ““minded” to do a good
thing, if we carry it into execution.

3. Those who want plans carried into effect had
better see to them ly.

4. Voluntary contributions are better than State
taxes for church purposes.

Feb. 24—Uszziah's Pride Punished—2
Chron. xxvi. 16-23.  About B. C. 765.

SO TR
T oo s
u‘fl;'rl;WIY.

After the death of Jehoiada, who lived to the
ey B e e
influence

vived under the
udah,” who
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mouth of Zechariah the son of Jel instead
of heeding it, they con: and st him to
death **at the commandment of the king, in the

court of the house of the Lord. Thus Joash th:
king remembered not the kindness which Jehoiad.:
his father bad done to him, but slew his ‘son” (2
Chron. xxiv. 21. 22).  As Joash had done to the
son of Jehoiada, so did his own servants do to
him : for they * cons inst him for the
sons of Jehoiada the priest, and slew him on his
bed" (2 Chron. xxiv, :g. The next king of
‘l:::h was Amlhx:nah the non‘;fliydmh, who
n to reign when 25 years old, reigned
29 years. L:](c his father ‘?qu well, but in
his later years lapsed into idolatry, and was ﬁmll’
the victim of a conspiracy which resulted in his
wwassination. The account of his reign will be
found in the 25th chapter of 2nd Chronicles, and
also in the 14th of 2nd Kiogs. The
Joel, perhaps the oldest prophetic writer of the
kingdom of K‘“d.h' probably flourished during
the reign of Amaziah,

Uzziah, or Azarish—as he is called in 2
Kings xv.—was only sixteen years old when he
ascended the throne, and his reign extended ver
52 years,—a longer period than that of any
other Vﬁ of | . ‘““ He never deserted the
worship of the true God, and was much influenced
by Zechariah, a Pmrlha who is only mentioned
in connection with him (2 Chron, xxvi. §). So
the southern kingdom was raised to a ition of
prosperity that it had not known since the death
of Solomon "—Smith's Dic."wary. His career
**is that of a powerful monarch,” prosperous in

rich in ag LT
tised and determined in the arts of \ur"'—&’m

Indeed Uszziah vas *“ marvellously helped " (ver-
ses §-7). The only exception to the excellent
character of lis reign was that recorded in our
lesson (conwult chap. xxvii. 2); but that it was
a very serions exception we | presently see.
The lesson treats of UzzialV's pride and its pun-
ishment,”

vzziAn'S PRIDE, v. 16-18,

V. 16. When he ':'v‘u -tnng.hﬂe "had
been at this time about years on the throne,
and had reached the hd‘M‘
heart was lifted up. * It is seldom that

Transgressed. * None but the priests mi

offer incense on the golden altar before the mil, or

even, circumstances, enter within

the temple building, which re, ted the original

tabernacle. (See Num. xviii. 147). Uzziah must

have deliberately determined to invade the priest’s
thus sin of Korah,

and_Abi (Num. xvi. 1-35).—5p, Com.
iram. um, xvi. 1-35). X
To burn incense. *‘Hi uim ln{hued
i s of Edom (2 Chron. xxv. 14),
s - ‘hur)‘kl lnee:: to the :Jlu
thel (1 Kings xiii, 1) 1 t aspired to the
dlphw pn":z;l. Uuhn':yuld cletve to God’s
allar, but he was inflamed with a similar ambition,”
~— Wordsworth.. ** He wished to be' both
and king, an honour that appertained to One
only,”—ZBarth, Altarof incense, See Exod.
xxxvii, 25-28 ; xl. 26 xxx. 7, 8, 34-38 ; &c.

ek Sin St
TR

-

and piety ho.:’inincn q:e.einlly, whm

of his power, His




116

THE§ CHRISTIAN HELPER.

stand the eurrent of vices, and not spare to re-
rove the greates, if need be;as Nathan did
wvid, as John Baptist did Herod."— Zragp.

It appertaineth not unto thee. ** Ifone
thing was clear in the ordinances which God gave
to Israel, it was the separation of the wpinml
function from the temporal rule.  Melchisedek,
the; priestly king of Salem, is a solitary type. 1In
after days the Levitical order was appointed to
minister before God, the house of David to rule
over God's . The order of Melchisidek
waited for ONE to fulfl it, Himself, the great,
the only Antitype.”— Green.

UZZIAW'S PUNISHMENT. V. 19-23.

V. rg. Uzziah was wroth.—Contrast his
case with those of David and Jehoshaphat when
rcuiv\% rebuke for their s'ns (2 Sam. xii, 2 Chron,
x'ud enser -a bowl for humi;! the incense,
held suspended by chains (see Num. iv. 14;
Levit. xvi, 12.) he Leprosy, The disease
of all others the most disgraceful, and the most
terrible to which the human body can be sub.
jected, and one which God has especially marked
as the type of the deep, corrupting, Jvmroying
malady of sin, (see Num, xii. 9, 10; 2 Kings v,
27,&c). In hisforehead.-the mostconspicuous

rt.  **The forehead is smitten with this judg-
ment that God may proclaim to all beholders ¢
‘Thus shall it be done to the man whose ai nce
hath thrust him upon a sacred charge. Public
offences must have apen shame,"—llﬂsf.

We learn from Amios i, 1 and from Zech. xiv.
5, of an earthquake that occurred during the time
of Uzziah, and according to Josephus it happened

sitnultaneously with this event.
V. 20. hrust him out. * What a fall
from honour to disgrace, from royalty to contempt.

A moment "S]' a haughty prince, now a humili-
ated, despises hger driven like a dog from the
sacred precincts, #iimself hasted. * Death
was denounced by the Law against those who in-
vaded the office of the priest (Num. xvii. 7) ; and
death had been the actual punishment of Korah
and his company (Num. xvi. 31-35). Uzziah,
when he felt the hand. of God laid upon him,
feared probably lest from him too the extreme
penlty should be exacted, and therefore hasted
to quit the sacred building where his hare pre-
sence was & cap.tal crime, " —Sp, Com.

V.ar. A several house, Apart from all,
even his own family, and outside city walls
(Levit, xifi, 46; Num, v. 2, 352 Kings vii, 3)
The life of & leper was a livinmg death, (Num. xii,
12; Levit, xiii, 45, 46. Some suppose Psalm
Ixxxviii to refer to Uztiah. Jotham. He proba-

bly acted as regent for not more than 10 years
at the most,
V. 2s. - Isaiah the prophet. ‘* Most

critics regard him as about 20 when Uzziah died.
He must therefore have written his history of
Usziah'’s_reign rather from documents and
counts of others, than from his own knowledge.”’~—

Com,

V.((: The fleld which belonged to
the kings—but separate from the sepulchres of
the kings. * U thus bore his punishment
with him to the grave ; many will carry theirs to
etemity.”—ZBarth,
PRACTICAL | LESSONS.

1. Prosperity i§ very apt to beget pride, (verse
16). See Dmtx’l K, If; Dan. “':ﬁ; 31

2. Sinners should be dealt with fully, no
znna how important and influential their position.
verse 17).

3. Pride does not take kindly to reproof.
(verse 19).

4 W{wn leprosy is such a loathsome and de-
basing thing, what must sin, of which it is a type,
be?

5. Asthel .uw‘l;trmslw(whmhedd M.n:;
the presence iviog, to .
uaphm»m'nh‘:umu
sinner.

March 3—Ahag’ Persistent Wickedness
—2 Chron. xxviii. 19-27. About B.C.
740-726.

GOLDEN [EXT.
“ And in the time of his distress did he lrnr- wet
”ﬁfg‘m the Lord ; this s that king Ahaz.” 2 Chron.
ax

INTRODUCTORY.

‘The good king Jotham, who had been regent
during the years of his father Uszziah's leprosy
was 2§ years old when he l-?lll lo reign in his
own right, and he reigned 1 {uw over Judah,
He followed in the footsteps of his father in every
thing that was good, but was careful to avoid the
great sin of the latter (2 Chron, xxvii. 2). But
he was unable to influence to any extent for good
the moral condition of his subjects, for ** the peo-
e did yet corruptly” (ivid.)

* How deep and wide-spread was the corrup-
tion we may learn from the prop' t Isaiah, sum-
maned as he was, to his high calling ‘in the year
that king Uzziah died’ (Isaiah vi. x). In the first
five chapters of bis prophesy we have the picture
of the nation as it was in the sight of God most
faithfully drawn, and yet most sadly. Punctilious
in the routine of ritunlistic observances, careful
to multiply oblations at the altar, vigorous in
the celebration of new moous and Sabbaths, with
the-calling of assemblics, they had forgotten the
primal obligations of justice and charity. Op-
pression, avarice, and pride everywhere pre-
vailed. Jerusalem itself is laden with the guilt
of Sodom, and werits the fate of Gomorrah,
Luxury has become the curse of the people.  The
very daughters of Zion have forgotien their wo-
manly modesty, and flauni their sumptuous attire

in selldispluy. ! Jerusalem is ruin: |, and
Jm‘:"hllcn'\ salal niJ. 18-23), Alre .y the
tokens of Divine wrath are at hand. anger
is not turned away, but His hand is stre ched out
still” Let Judah but repent, and ¢ will be
racious, ' Cease to do evil, e lo well.”
hns does Jehovah ! reason ' w rebellious
on and dark

ie; and inthe midst of des
m. s there intervenes & |« of brightest
mountains,’ and * the house of Jacob walking in
the light of the Lord,” (lsalah §i. 2.5)."—5. G.

Such is the picture of Jewish society when
Jotham died;. Personally faithful in God's ser-
vice, and of unblemi reputation, be does not
appear to have succeeded in training his family in
the fear of the Lord, for his son and successor
Ahaz, the subject of our study to-day, bears the
unenviable reputation of bcinf“une of the very
worst of the kings of Judah, deed he walked
in the ways of the most wicked of the kings of

Ls
them.
Astoreth, but he infroduged into Palestine the
horrible practice of child-sacrifice to Moloch. . .
Unhlppiry'lh: practice thus introduced b{ my-lt(
became frequent in after days, Manasseh, grand-
son of Ahaz repeated it ; and there is no crime
of heathenism against which the later prophets
more iadignantly protest "'—Greem.

In teaching this lesson we may noticc—(1st
the wasted land ; 20d the wickal &ing; and 3rd
the wrath of God.

L THE WASTED LAND, v. 19-21,

V, r9. Brought Judah low, Both in
ings and Chronicles we bave the hiuorz of
Abaz. given in *“the phil ical order : first,
his great sins, and then their te results—
t ; disaster ; the destruction of his immense
armies ; the exhaustion of his.

Kii

are six times called kings of

actiofs. . Ahaz,
The Xings of i-m

hope—*the Lord’s house established wpon the | g

| in sin by few, if any, even of
e Bnly A he saérifee to Basl aod | 7.

ing o Tarady |3

Israel in the Bible. Made Judah naked,
‘ " l.l(n::g. * he had cassed licentionsmess in fah,"
i ie. he allowed fudah to Leeak loose from all
| restraints of true religion, and to turu to any
|idolatry that they preferred (see verses 2.4'."—Sp.
Com. And had tran sore. ther
‘had dealt very faithlessly’ with the Lord. In
both this and the preceding ex there is
the same idea of apostacy, resembling the unfaith-

fulness of a wife," —/4id.
V. 20. Tllfnlh- iIneser. The other and
more correct form this name is Tiglath-

pileser (2 Kings xv. 20; xvi. 10). He is the
second Assyrian king mentioned in Scripture as
having come into contact with the Israelites. Iis
connection with Ahaz and ¥ dah in opposition to
Resin of Syria and Pekah ‘of Israel will b: seen
more clearly rom the account in 2 Kings xvi.
Distressad him but strengthened him
not,  This all' e **did not replace Ahax in an
independent or cven a safe position ; it merely
substituted an actual for a threatened subjection,
It straitened Ahaz's remnrcu:‘{ depriving him of
all his accomulated treasure, and it left him subject
10 a heavy annual impost, Moreaver, it led him
on to further idolatry and impiety, which by pro-
voking God's anger, tended to the ruin of the
nation,"—Sp. Com.

V. 27, Ahaz took away a rtion,
Compare 2 Kings xvi, 8. And for similar in-
stances in others see 2 Chron, xvi, 7; 2 Kings
xii. 18 ; xvili. 15; &e,

IL. THE WICKED KING. V. 22:24.

V. 22. Trespass yet more. *“ This in-
fatuated king surrendered himself to the influence
of idolatry, and exerted his roya! authority to ex-
tend it wath the intensity of a i with the
ignorance and servile fear of a hgathen (v. 23),
and a ruthless defiance of God."—Yamieson,
This is that king Ahaz.—* That wretched
man, who was the scandal of the house of David
and the curse and plague of his generation !
Those are wicked and vile indeed, that are made
worse by their afflictions instead of being made
better by them." M. Henry.

V. 23. Which smote him.—that is,
“owhich he believed to have smitten him," as the
last clause of the verse indicates. All Israel.
ere again, asin verse 19, Jovwe/ is put for Fudak.
See also verse 27.

V.24 Cut in pieces the vessels. Com.
pare 2 Kings xvi. 17, which, however, only
describes a_small portion of  this destruction.

Shut up thed as to prevent altogeth
the lemgle worship b‘y keeping out the priests.
Made him altars {n every corner.” “As

the one altar for sacrifice, which alone ‘the law
allowed, symbolized in the strongest way the
doctrine of One God, so these multitadinous altars
which met the at every tum, spoke unmis-
takably of the afl-embracing polytheism affected

Ahaz."—Sp. Com, The Jews still commem:
orate by yearly fast this time of affliction.

111, THE WRATH OF Gob, V. 2527,
V. 25. Provoked to anger. *' We mast
be careful not to ascribe wicked human passions
to God. ‘The wrath so often attributed to Him

in the ves is.

PR e TP I fpey
which alone o ykd,unum—
V. 26, The rest of his acts, Amlhw:l
is one recorded in lsaiah vil, 10-13, which, like
his other acts, was the reverse of good. .. 1/
PRACTICAL LESSONS,

1. Sin, whether in an individual or a nation, is
always sure to 4




4 “ People often seek salvation in that which
proves their ruin.” (v. 23), &c.

S ““Those who will not keep company with
the 700d in life, shall be separated from them in
deatn.” (v 27).

March 10.—Hezekiah's Good Reign.—2

Chron, xxix. 1-11.  About B. C. 726.
GOLDEN TRXT.

* And in every work that hl:nlhlbomdﬁh-
house of God, and in the law, an hm“%
to seck his God, Ae did it with all Ais heart,

" 2 Chron. xxxi, 21,

i

INTRODUCTORY,

In our last lessor we saw to what a sad con-
M“lﬁdmm“hlby the persistent wicked-
ness of Ahaz. It will be a relief in this and the
following Jessons to find that a bad father is rot
always succeeded by a wicked son: for we are
told of Hezekiah the son of Ahaz that *‘he
trusted in the Lord God of Israel ; so that after
him was none like him among all the kings of
Judah, nor any that were before him. For he
clave to the Lord, and departed not from follow-
ing Him, but kept His d which the

THE CHRISTIAN HELPER.

17

V. 5. In the first month of the first
year. * We thus see that the very firsf action
he performed after he ascended the throne was a
religious ove ; he placed religion before politics or
finance.”—ZBarth, How many of us are like
him in this respect ? med the doors.
How they came to be shut we saw in_our last
lesson (chap. xxvili, 24.) And repaired them.
“ Literally, made them strong. It appears from
2 Kings xviii, 16, that the repairs now made in-
cluded the plating of the doors, wholly or in
part with gold.”"—Sp, Com.

THE PRIESTS ASSEMBLED. V. 4-5.
V. & The East Street. * Probably an
space beyond the eastern gates of the outer
emple Court is intended. "S54 Com.

V. 5. Levites. The priests. of course, were
also included by Hezekiah under this designation.
Sanctify now yourselves, ‘‘Dayvid ascribed
the calamity which hindered his first attempt at
bringing the ark up into Sion to the fact that those
who cond; ilKnd not * ified themselves’
(%, e. purified themselves from all legal defilement)
previously ; and afterwards, when he was about to
complete the removal, he required the priests and
Levites who took part in thejceremony first of all to
:'sunc'lify themselves’ (1 Chron. xv. 12, 13.)

commanded Moses. And the Lord was with

him ; and he prospered whithersoever he went
forth” (2 Kings viil, 5-7). *‘So great a king,
and one so fully recognized by “the Lord God of
Israel,’ would have revived the national great-
ness of the Jews, if any one could have done it 3
but the degradation of the people’s character was
50 deep that, as the event proved, such a revival
was impossible.  * The whole head is sick, and
the whole heart faint.—(Isaiah 1, §.)"—ZBlunt,
Of the min of Hezekinh we have more complete
accounts than of any other ot the later kings of
udah, The teacher should study them all as

found in 2 Chron. xxix-xxxii. ; 2 Kings xviii-xx,

and Isainh xxvi-xxxix. ** The writer of * Kings’
dwells chiefly on the civil and political troubles of
the reign ; Isaiah records Hezekiah's private con-
duct in connection with the Assyrian insult, and
his own serious iliness ; and the writer of * Chron-
icles ' deals most fully with Hezekiah's religious

tion,"—S. S, Union motes.

Not long after Hezekiah's ascension to the
throne, Samaria was beseiged by Shalmanezer,
and soon the ten tribes were carried away into
Assyria, never afterwards to appear in history as &
nation,  Judah, no doubt, would have very soon
followed if she had not been favoured with such »
sovereign as Hezekiah, .

In treating our presen’ lesson we follow the
divisions of the Berean Question Book and notice
() The temple opened ; (2) The (rr'm’: assembled ,
() 7he sins ackmowledged ; and (g) the covenans
Proposed.

THE TEMPLE OPENED, V. I-3.
V. 1. Hezekiah. ‘‘He came as a fresh

spring after a sharp winter, and brought the shi
of Judah from s troublous and %

lunxc:tm sea

to a safe and harbour,"— ﬁp His

m name was Ab 4 e

daughter of Zecharlah. Tt is not known
Zechariah

influence
(2 Chron. xxvi, §), or (2) Zechariah, one of the
* faithfal ! mentioned in Tsaish viii, 2.
If the mother of Hezekiah was the daughter of
either of these good men it will aid us in aser-
taining what influences they were that made him
sod a man from his father Ahaz. A godly

iah follows this example, knowing, pro-
bably, that the priests had, in the preceding time
of idolatry, contracted many lefilements,” —Sp.
Com, ‘The fllthiness. —Accumulated dust and
dirt. There may also be a reference to things in-
troduced by Ahaz before he closed the doors,
which were connected with idolatry.”

I, THE SINS ACKNOWLEDGED. V, 6-9.

V. 6, Our fathers have tres
*“ Hzs saith not, my father, because it becarae him,
as a son, to be as tender as might be of his father's
name, and because his father would not have done

(v. §) to remind them of their obligation to God ;
calls them his ‘sons’ to remind them of their
relation to himself, that he expected that as sons
with a father they would serve with him in the
reformation of the land."—Mathew Hemry. Be
not now negligent. He would have them
go about their work actively and with a good
will,—not as the Levites in the time of Joash, who
“ hastened not * the work.

PRACTICAL LESSONS,

1. The children of the most degraded fathers
may become the best of men. (v. 2).

2. The blessedness of having a godly mother,
(v. 1).

3 Religious duties should precede worldly con-
siderations. (v, 3).

4. Those who take part in holy work should be
themselves first sanctified. (v. §).

5. Those in whose heart the love of God is, feel
the tenderest affection and nearest kinship withall
the servants of the Lord,—‘ my sons.” (v. 11 ),

KINCARDINE BAPTIST SABBATH
SCHOOL.

This school commenced as a Bible clats
on the first Sabbath of April, 1877, in the
house of the writer, number present 8, On
the third Satbath a regular Sabbath School
was organized in our new chapel, then onl
enclosed and without plaster or seats, wit
our pastor, A, Grant, superintendent, and 8
teachers ; number present 50. Since that
time we | ave steadily increased, our average
number during the month of January, 1878,
was 139, with a staff of 14 teachers, 50 are
members of the church, and added t6 us by
baptism since 1st May, 1877. We have three
large Bible classes taught by three of our
deacons.  We meet every Saturday evening

(s

for ¢ study of the lesson and prayer.

all this if their fathers had not s their
duty,"—Matthew Henry. That the priesis them-
selves were by no means guiltless in this matter
will appear from 2 Kings xvi. 15, 16, Habi-
tation of the Lord. Of Solomon’s temple
God had said ‘ Here will I dwell’ (Ps, cxxxii. 14),
The * Holy of Holies' was the resting place of
the symbol of God,

V.7. Put out the lamps. These lamps
were in the holy place, They were to be kept
constantly lighted, as a symbol of the light from
above ( . xxvil. 20; Levit. xxiv, 2). In
Solomon’s temple there were ten candlesticks
made of gold, five on each side of the holy place,
(2 Chron, iv. 7, 20-22). Burnt offerings —

e most ancient of all sacri (see Gen, iv. ¢;
viii. 20; xxii. 2, IL; Jobi. §; &) The bumnt
offerings were to be offered every moming and
evening (Exod. xxix. 38-42). They were illus-
trative of devotedness to God, (Rom. xii. 1),

V. 8 Delivered them toa * * hi A
**This expression is new, and has no parallel in
the rest of Chronicles. It was ope, Rowever,
which Ilezekiah might naturally use, for it had
occurred in a prophecy of Micah '{vL 16), his con-
temporary and monitor (Jer, xxvi. 18, 19), which
wis probably uttered towards the close of Ahas’
reign. In Jeremiah the phrase mes common,

er. xviil. 16; xix. 8; xxv. 9, 18, &c)."—Sp,

l’.lq. Are In captivity. See chap. xxviil.
5 17, 18,

IV. THE COVENANT PROPOSED,
V. 70. Itisin mine heart.

V. 10, 11,
“God put it

us, Patmos is, where nothing will but on earth
V. 2. Did that which was right, See | brought from other places.”— See Psalm
2 Kings xviii, David. He was always the | li, 10; Ezek. xxxvi. 26 ; 36.

standard by which the other kings werem>asured, | V. 77, Mysons. ** Hecalls them ‘Levites'

mother may have been to him, as 10 so many of ::undo«btln;tmlhehnnddnbdhm: s
‘his salvation, i

‘We have made it a rule that every quarter or
oftener, we dispense with the usual Sabbath
lessons and eyery teacher is expected to
speak to each pupil in his or her class per-
sonally, and ascertain, as far ds practicable,
their spiritual state, and report the number
of conversions, number anxious, &c. Besides
this special meeting, the teachers meet every
Sabbath after the dismissal of the school, for
prayer. To this meeting the teachers invite
all anxious children or young people to re-
main. They are prayed for specially and
spoken to, and kindly urged to aceept Jesus
as their Saviour. Personal dealing has been

owned and blessed by the Foly. Spirit in
leading many souls to the Saviour among us,
‘With confid: we would d some
such method to all Sabbath School workers
hroughout our beloved d inati Com,

A lady in the coun having been in-
formed that her son n Aw; as a

prize, a year's subscription to Qliver Qptic's
magazine, wiote to the publishins an anXious
letter, She hadl never allowed her dear bo;

to read one that was not absolutely
true; it was the'aim of her life to keep him
from every form of fiction and falsity ; and
she wanted to know if the magazine was free

was nearly this: “ D
notion is carried out strictly, there is but one
bl we can d — and, on
nd thought, we doubt even as to that.
to
we
therein

secol

| We were the New Testa-
mut,un’wninzpm to recollect that our
Saviour mentioned as speaking in

parables.”
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BAPTIST MISSIONARY CONVEN-
TION OF ONTARIO.

APPOINTMENTS OF THE SECRETARY.

I purpose and expect, God willing, to visit the
places hereinafter named, in the interests of our
Home Missionary Convention, and will preach or
deliver a Missionary address, on week cvenings as
the pastors or brethren may give notice.

1f any changes are thought to be desirable in
the following list, will those desiring such give me
timely notice ?

Simcoe th. Feb. |7|h -.m

Vittoria

K Mon, “ I&hyp;»m
Villa Nova Tues. **  19th

Hartford Wed. * 20th

Boston Thur, ** 218t

Burtch Frid, * a2and ¢

Dundas Sab. *  24th a. m. or p. m,
Orillia Sab. M'ch 3rd I m & p.m,
Orillia Mon, *  4th

Lindsay Tues. &h 7 3u p. m.
Kinmount Wed. * ho 1t a. m.
Hobeaygeon Thurs.

Scotch Line Frid,

Fenelon Falls  Sab,

Somerville 2

Port P Mon.

Whithy, 6th con. Tues

Whitby Town, Wed.

Oshawa Thurs.

Tuos, L DAVIDSON,
Sec, Bapt, Miss. Con. of Ont.
Guelph, Feb., 1873

———

WOMANS BAPTIST FOREIGN
MISSIONARY SOCIETY OF

ONTARIO.
Received since Annual Meeting Oct, 18th, 1877,
Dundas W, M.
Yorkville. ...

ERSKINE BUCHAN, 7rms.
Yorkville, Feb. 7th, 1878,

Religions Intzlligmzc?

DENOMINATIONAL.
ONTARIO AND QUEBEC.
Baptisms reported during the mnlh at Al-

vinston, 2 ; Brampton ; Bnmrnrd f"m hurch,
3 Burgoyne, 33 € mbom. ;. 1,

THE CHRISTIAN HELPER.

Pastoral Settlement. Bro. D. LAING, of

the Canadian Lit Institute, has accepted a
call to the pastorate of the Fullarton church,
Ordination. Bro. Tros. HOWLAND, pas-

hi

But the English Government have denied the
claim with such em that it is thought the
Portuguese will be obliged to withdraw it.  The
region in (Iuwle presents peculiar advantages fw

;(:Ii of the chn;_vh :'n F“T‘f “t I“? pub-
licly set apart for the work of egowu. ministry
at a council of regular Baptist :hnrc!n-x held on
the 15th January.

Church Recognition. Brethren and sis-
ters residing in Medonte, county of Simcoe, to
(h: number of six, having formed themselves into

r:}uhr Baptist church, were publicly recog-
niz such by a council from sister churches on
the r5th of January. They expect shortly to add
to their number 7 by baptism, and 19 by letter
and experience.

Chapel Dedication. On Thursday, the
17th of lery, the new Baptist chapel in Hater-
Jford, which cost about $14,000, and is said to be
“ the finest in the county of Norfolk,” was dedi-
cated to the worship of God with appropriate
services,

Miscellaneous. Bro. Tuos, WiLLIAMSON
is at present supplying the Baptist church in Acton.
Correspondents will please address him there.
Brethren GEORGE CHITTINDEN, JOHN HARRIS,
Jrsse Ginson, and Jonn BARBER, of the First
Church, Br-nl!onl, uve received the license of
that charch to exercise their gifts in preaching the
gospel.

The second of the regular monthly literary
atheriugs of the Young Peopie’s Associations of
zlms street church occurred on the evﬂﬂll‘ of

"hursday, 3ist ult,  The spacious parlor of
church having been uncomfortably crowded on the
previous occasion, the school-hall was used this
time, Though a very stormy night, a large
numl er of memhtn and friends assembled. The

Vice-President, Mr. John Yorston, occupied
lhe chair. A most interesting ornguul per on
““Self Culture ” was read by Mrs, An
essay, ““The Life of Paul” was read hy the Pre-
sident, and Mr. Burke read the MSS A
duett was sung with taste by Misses Davis and
Richards, and solos were given by Misses Castle,
Dinnis and Richards, The Pastor's address and
several readings completed a programme of great
profit cud enjoyment to those present.—Conr.

MARITIME PROVINCES,
Baptisms reported during the month at Bill-

50 lown.'Nb. 18; Lhnuv, N. b Deerfield, N.S.,

155 , N.8., 1 B
6 (.-eorge.Ns 205 Nanon.NB.u
hio, N.S., 45; thquu, N.B., 8; Saint
Martins, N.B., 10; Smith’s Cove, N. sq 10
S, Mc. C. Brack was
.S., on the 3rd of January,
and has settled as pastor of the second Cornwallis
church.

MFG ﬂ A new Baptist chupel
icated at St. Martins N.B., on the 27th
nf January.
Pastoral Changes, Rev, W. F. Corgy
s the pasturate of the church in Hills-
m .B.  Rev, JAMES WALKER, of Mascarine,

GREAT BRITAIN.

MR. SPURGEON'S health has so far failed him
again that he has been compelled a second time to
ive his work and go to the south of France,
where the climate had so salutary an effect on him

A CENTRAL AFRICAN MissioN,—The London
hmu pve m a recent number some !nlevem &

v
don,m:}:kndod 23 M-I-hldt Unkﬂ. sttford
z Paisley, 12; l’-lmy'I. 14 ; St. Thomas, Zi
3 Toronto, Cuv- 6, Yarvis-st.,, 133 rm
uud&elml‘ w; Villa Novw, 8; Wel-
land. 6;

i h regard to a projected M
the Eullhh lhpluu in h(_':mnl Afriu. 1‘hq

to claim
wvﬂu ovlrﬂ!
"uhtd

C«gn mm—. claim

the great river offeri

renl{ mem s of penetrating fnr into_the mlenal,
for o l)lllpiﬁeof carrying the gospel to the dense
puln ons described by mnﬁy ls dvelling on

p to
e«nhlnh the missionary dqumm at San
Salvador, where it is thought the missionaries
will be well received. ‘T'hence it is hoped they
may be able to extend their operations to the
banks of the Congo above the Yellah Falls, and
onward to N r;swz some 1,400 miles up the
Congo- uunm: iver. The Freeman adds that
the enterprise has excited widespread interest.
The expenses of the preliminary expedition to
‘*spy out the land " have been guaranteed by a
Bristol gentleman, and another large-hearted
brother has already placed £1,000 in the hands of
the treasurer of |he Baptist Missio Society
for the permanent establishment of the Mission. -~
Examiner and Chronicle,

GERMANY,

Tuk LirrLe SEED which Mr, Oncken dropped
into German soil something over forty years ago
has borne a bountiful harvest to the glory of
Christ. In 1834 seven persons were baptized in
the river Elbe at dead of night, for fear of perse-
cution, Now the membership of the German
churches is more than 22,000, gathered into 110
societies, There are also 130 Baplist Snn«:s
schools, with over 6,000 scholars.  Two hund
missionaries and mlpurleur! are at work in this
important field, and 1,263 p ing stations are
maintained, at which the Wonl of Life is regularly
made known.

AUSTRALIA,

REV. SAMUEL CHAPMAN, formerly co-pastor
with Dr. Paterson of Hopen Baptist church,
Glasgow, Scotland, having accepted a call to the
Collins-st. Baptist church, Melbourne, arrived
there, with his famil -Iely in November last.
We learn from RL Freeman that he received
uite an ovation from the Christian of
elbourne. A welcome:meeting in the Collins-st,
Church was densely crowded. ** Hnnry, mlnl
and Christian was the welco
Chapman, and he alread; ﬁmh hn-ull at home
and brethren w! ving co-operation
he is folly assured of. The inpnsﬂon already
made by him is most favorab'e, and we anticipate
a glarious career for Mr, Chapman in Melbourne.”
Mk, Tuomas SryrceoN.—The Melbourne
correspondent of the Freeman thus speaks of this
promising young minister, son of the great Lon.
don preacher :—** The young gentleman has won
hosts of friends, not oJ for his f-lhen’s sake, but
for his own. e has mchcd with much
tance in our largest churches, seen much of
mluny, put in an appearance at our Association
eetings, and dooe an nmn“.l of WM-IH
'hu;h must have prove labour ;
evaywlum.u-lhhu umﬁwul modesty,

disposition, is kindly readiness to do m

for ‘:('l‘l‘-m' nlhuhu“:( (:tu himsell ﬂ-m
not ly, it men

colony. Tie wk.hhuuuﬂ;?fum
week left us for Ade.

experiences, and
South Australia, intending, after a brief sojourn
there, to return ex rowte to New South Wales.”

UNITED STATES.

There are now more than 2,000,000 Baptists in
the United States, of whom more than one- ~tenth

of the whole number, 870, Il in Gum.

erious r«
Mmmmmmmumm:m |p.ea by New York,

Next fnlhnzg;vgh.nh;z:’; “{:, Cuom

mky. 156,7
in the colamn hm
with 109,784.  South




Carolina, Tennessce, Mississippi, Missouri, and

, all precede Illinois, the next State of
the North. In the former slave States, including
the District of Columbia and Indian Territory,
there are I.J&L?B Baptists, while in the free
States there are 505,468,

The Baptist Missionary Union reports that all

foreign missions are in a prosperous condition :
** The horrors of the famine in the Madras Presi-
dency are abating, and the work of the stations is
resuming its course, with awple promise of
its usual success. Hundreds of baptisms are re-
ported during the year just closed in Assam,
though all the ‘stations are suffering for lack of
laborers and money. The past year will prove
one of the most fruitful ever ‘enjoyed in the
Southern China Missions, and larger accessions
may be expected during the present year. We
are encouraged by spiritual fruit gathered in other
quarters,”

Dr, JOSEPH G. BINNEY, a venerable missionary
of the Baptist deaomination, has just passed away
He died at sea, and was buried in the Indian
Ocean. Dr. Binney was barn in Boston, Dec, 1,
1807, was ordained at West Boylston,
16, 1832 ; subsequently he settled at &
Ga. While at Savannah he was called upon to
engage in the missionary work, and preside over
the Karen Theological School at Rangoon. He
sailed for Burmah, Nov. 18, 1843. In 1850 he
returned to America on account of the illness of
Mrs. Binney. After being settled as pastor at
Elmira, N." Y., and Auguda, Ga., he became
President of the Columbia College, Washington.
In 1858, in response to urgent request, he again
went to Burmah, and on June 1, 1859, he re-
opened the Seminary at Rangoon, In 1876, his
health having become greatly shattered, he re-
turned home, After a' year's time spent in
America, he felt an irrepressible longing to return
to his work, and sailed with a large company of
missionaries ‘from New York, Oct. 6th, 1877,
But he was destined never to reach Burmah again,
He will be widely regretted, and the sympathies
of many friends will go forth to his bereaved
family,

A careful comparison of the churches that have
received the aid of the New York State Mission
ary Convention with the remainder, shows that in
no respeet are they behind their sister churches,
and in some things they excel. The mission
churches report one baptism for every 10 members,
while the remainder report one for every 21 mem-
bers. Out of their poverty they give $5.18 per
member for the support of their pastors, and con-
tribute for benevolence more than 32 cents per
member. They thus return by their own benevo-
lent gifts more than one-tenth of the amount
they receive from the Convention.—ZExaminer

Chromcte,

GENERAL.

Rev, W, 8. Rainsford, who a few weeks ago
paid a brief visit to Toronto, and preached on
several occasions to crowded congregations, has
gone to Richmond, Va. 1'hclr: e will ﬁllI an
engagemeat  previously made as evangelist.
From there hev\will lc’) England, where he is to
be marnel, and will return to Toronto to enter
on his dulies as first assistant, under Dean
G in St. James' Cathedral, on the first of
September next.

The Philadelphia Ministerial Union, comy
of ministers of the various evangelical denomina.
tions, has passed the following resolution : *“ That
we put on record, that the old orthodox doctrine
of fature and endless punishment of the finally im-
penitent is firmly held by all evangelical churches
of this duy within our limits.”

The old ‘Waldensian Church, which is now
largely of 3 missionary character, has 40 churc’ es

19 stations, and 47 other places, \ghnad
monthly, with 2,400 communicants, 3,700 in the
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cony tions, 2,000 children in the day and 1,600
in the Sunday schools, Every minister in ad-
dition to serving his own congregation, works as
an evangelist and colporteur,

The new French Cabinet contains three Protes-
tants, MM, Wadington and Leon Say and Admiral
Pothuan.  Many of the ~ew functionaries also are
members of the Reformed Church of France,

A missi of the American Board in the
State of Jalisco, Mexico, says persecation is still
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thousand pounds for the henefit of ‘the mission.
Every year since, on the annivi of his mar-
riage, he has sent a like sum, as a thank-offering
for this *“gifi from the Lord.”

The Earl of Shaftesbury has announced to the
Archbishop of Canterbury his withdrawal from
the Society for Pmmtiﬁg Christian Knowledge,
on account of a publication entitled a ** Manual
of Geolagy,” which, in his lordship’s opinion, is
in conflict with the Mosaic narrative,

kept up against those who become Pr

Recently a convert was assassinated on the streets,
and he could write of many cases of suffering on
account of religion. Many lose their employment,
are driven from their houses, and are looked uj

as the filth of the world by their own families.
In the pueblos, one had his house burned because
he spoke of Jesus instead of Mary ; another was
stoned in the plaza for not taking off his hat when
the bell :.lmclls 12 o'clock ; a third was shouted
after, “Death to the Protestant,” because he
read the Bible to his family and others who would
listen to him ; four persons, because they pos-
sessed a Bible, had to leave their bomes at mid-
night, under cover of darkness, to save their lives,
the priest having said that the inhabitants of the
place had proved themselves cowards for allowing
such books in their midst, and tolerating the per
sons who had them,

The Greek overnment is inexorable in its re-
quirements respecting the establishment of schools
by missionaries in that country, They must em-
ploy a Greek minister to teach the orthodox faith,

and have a picture of the Virgin hung in the hall
of the school-house. United States Minister Reed
has done all that was possible in the interest of

the Southern Preshyterian Mission to induce the
Government to modify these conditions, but in
vain. Soa Protestant school has been opened,
but with greatly decreased attendance. A letter
from one of the teachers says : ** Oyr little school,
now at the close of the first week, numbers 15,
but not half of these are purely Greeks, the rest
being in part or entirely L'ngli.h and American.
The stringency of the law is such that we cannot
permit a servant girl in our employ, nor a little
orphan who is staying in our family to keep from
starvation, to go into the school-room to recite a
lesson,”

Rev. David Rosenberg, of Columbus, Ohio,
who, it appears, is a Jew, has issued a call for a
national convention of all Israelites who are now
willing to accept Jesus Christ as the promised
Messiah of the world. The objects of this con-
vention will be to form an alliance of all the con
verted Jews and of Israel throughout the world ;
to appoint a set time to confess the sin of the
nation in rejecting Jesus Christ ; to form a basis
for a national existence upon the New Testament
Seriptures as the statute law of the nation;
and to implore the powers of the world to restore
Palestine to the people of God, Of course, the
Jews promptly repudiate the man and his scheme,

The l}ilul.'::ocn'rv Rep(;‘n states the I‘ullu;é
ing startli Th the agency of t
British u:?l-‘mign Biblmiﬂy, copies of the
Scriptures have, during the present century, been
multiplied from about 5,000,000 to 200,000,900 ;
but during the same period the world's population
has increased 500,000,000, It follows that there
are actually 300,000,000more of the human family
now without the Bible than there were needing to
be supplied with it when the Society was formed
seventy-three years ago,”

A HUSBAND'S GRATITUDE, —The wealthy Ma-
harajah Dhuleep Singh, the Indian prince who be-
came a Christian, and who now resides on his
estate at Thetford, in Norfolk, England, observes
in a gracious and appropriate manner the anniver
sary of his marriage. Having found a wife in the
Ameri:xd:‘::'io:::ool n;l" :‘ho, where l: was
being is marriage
Iﬁmtmpttd.kloolh«mlldli.nherph;eﬁ

Kot the Poung,

MARY IN THE LIGHTHOUSE,

Some time ago there was a lighthouse
erected on the coast of Cornwall, in England,
If you examine your atlas, you will find that
Cornwall nccngics that tongue of land in the
S. W. part of England, which terminates in
a point called Land’s End. It borders on
the El:}lish Channel, and on this southern
coast of Cornwall, stood the lighthouse we
are speaking of.

Most of you know very well what a light-
house is ; but little Willie, there, is makin,
big eyes, and says he don't know, and so
hm“;ll(;allll:im A lig:thouse is & tower, or a

i ing, upon the top of which a ve
by? ht light 1s placed, which shines out Z
night over the sea to a great distance, and is
intended to give notice to mariners of their
vicinity to land, or of their aj h to dan-
gerous rocks and shoals, V’miht out in the
open sea, the sailor in his staunch vessel
fears no danger,and crowds sail to the breeze;
but as he draws near to the coast, he must
proceed cautiously, and keep a sharp look-
out, lest his vessel, in the darkness of the
night, strike upon a rock, or be cast ashore.
You will easily understand what a mercy the
lighthouse is to the poor sailor, and how
many lives it is the means of preserving.
For want of its friendly warning, many a
gallant bark has been dashed'to pieces, and
every soul on board has perished in the
ragmli‘wave:.

A shoal of dangerous rocks stretched from
the lighthouse of which we are speaking, to
the shore. In the building lived the keeper
with his wife and one little girl, their only
child, The mother was a pious woman, who
would often teach her daughter of Christ’s
love to dying sinners. SheLume very ill,
and died when her daughter was but a child;
but before her departure, she called her to
her bedside, and taking her old family Bible
which she had read for so many years, gave
it to her, and bade her never forﬁu it, for it
would be “a lamp to ber feet and a light to
her path ” all through life. You may imagine
how Mary wept as she received this
gift from her dear mother, and often
after she was gone she sat down to read the
Book she loved so well; but it is of another
matter | am Nhﬁ to tell you,

The keeper occasion to go on shore
one day for provisions. There was no one
to watch the lighthouse but little s whom
he had to leave there alone. Poor child! she
felt very desolate at first; but her father had
told her that he would soon return, and that
she need not be afraid, because God, the
best of fathers, would take care of her, and
after a while she felt comforted. Before his
departure her father had trimmed all the
lamps, poured in fresh oil, and made every-
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thing ready for lighting them on his return.
I told you that ti was a reef of rocks
reaching from the lighthouse to the shore;
this was quite bare at low water, so that it
was quite easy for the keeper to walk dry-
shod to the land. In those days there were
round most of the shores of the country
bands of men called wreckers, because they
lived by the plunder of vessels which had
been wrcckedp on the shores. Cruel, heart-
less men! When they saw the clouds gath-
ering ir the sky, and heard the wind roaring
before a ‘storm, they would climb to some
hill-top, to see if any vessel were in sight;
and when the storm burst, and .the waves
ran mountains high, and everyone was pity-
ing the poor seamen exposed to the tempest,
they rejoiced and hurried down to the beach,
not to save the lives of the brave sailors, not
to snatch their property from destruction,
but to rob and plunder. “ The heart of man
is deceitful above all things, and desperat ly
wicked,” says the Bible, and this great, but
sad truth, only requires opportunity for its
illustration,

Some of these men had been on the shore,
and saw the keeper leave the lighthouse;
they knew that if they could only detain him
till " after dark, the lamps would not be
lighted, and the ships that were sailing past,
being deprived of the beacon, would run foul
of the rocks, and then they should have a
harvest of spoil. When he stepped on shore
they surrounded him, bound %im, and laid
him down on the ground to await the return
of the morning; and then, with excited hopes,
waited for the first vessel which should be
dashed to pieces on the rocks,

Poor little Mary! What will she'do? Let
us see. Her father has left, and she now
busies herself about the house. Some child-
ren would have sat down and done nothing;
but Mary had been better taught by her
good mother. She made every nook and
corner as tidy as hands could make it, and
then, putting the kettle on the fire to be
ready for her father's return, she sat down
to her sewing. But hour passed after hour,
and still her father did not return. Every
now and then she rose up to see if he was
not coming. Once she thought she heard
hir’n(’:;!he door ?elo';,‘:m whes uheb‘v;;‘enl
to , it was only tl ig puss: mbolin,
with her kitten. She beganP:l Leﬂhnneg
She went to the window and strained her

es to see him on the beach, but in vain.
A sight that horrified her met her view as
she went on the parapet. The tide was be-
ginning to flow. The waves were commenc-
ing to on the rocks; in a little while
they were sweeping over them, and as she
watched, one jagged point after another dis-
a;pselreé. “o'g.'m , father!” cried the
little girl, “when will you come? Have you
forgotten your poor little Mary? Oh dear, oh
dear, what shall 1 do?” She sat down at
last, and covering her face with her hands,
buried it in her lap, as if to shut out the view
of some im?endiu calamity.  “Oh father,
dear father,” cries she, starting up again,
“hurry, hurry, before the water gets too
deep.” But that dear father heard not her
piteous appeals ! he lay bound hand and foot
among the rocks above the beach. Hecould
see the lighthouse, and every now and then
his soul was filled with agony, as he saw his
dear child come out u the

parapet.
What could he do? Much, very much. He

could look to God,and commend his beloved
child to the Father of mer=ies, who *“slum-
bereth not nor sleepeth.” Into His loving
hand he gave her anew, by faith, and then he
felt calm  There's nothing like simple,
child-like faith, to compose lﬁe heart in the
hour of trouble and perplexity, my young
friends. Lean upon ﬁ:t;us in ‘the hour of
need, and this is doing the best you can ; do
what you can, and He will do what He can,
and that is everything.

The water now stood many feet deep over
the reef.  Mary knew it was impossible for
her father to return before morning. Dark-
ness was gathering around, and ier heart
felt desolate indeed. She burst into tears,
and wept long and loud. She thought of her
father.  What could have happened to him?
She thought of herself, left all alone through
the dark, dreary night, in the middle of the
ocean ; and then, as a wave dashed heavily
against the lighthouse, and drove the spray
about her, she thought of the lamps, and how
if they were not lighted, ships would be lost
and sailors drowned. She remembered that
her mother had told her that whenever she
knew not how to proceed in anything, she
should ask counsel of God. She knelt down
and asked the Lord to protect her, and to
show her what to do. All atonce it occurred
to her that perhaps she could light the lamps
herself, She ran and got a match, But how
was she to reach those lamps?

What do you think she did, children? She
had a warm beart, and was determined to
save the sailors from shipwreck if she could.
Nothing is so ingenious as a warm heart.
By dint of bard pulling she dragged a_table
close to the wall, and then mounted it and
tried to light the lamps, but found herself a
long way from reaching them. * How shall
I get up there?” thought she. Her warm
heart and quick eye soon found a chair.
She clapped her hands, and, for the moment,
forgot her grief. The chair was set upon the
table, and she climbed up ; but with all her
reaching, and stepping on tiptoe too, there
were two or three inches to the wicks of the
lamps. It was impossible to touch them..
“If 1 only had a stick, or something to tie
my match to,” said she despondingly ; but
nothing of the kind was within reach. She
was about to give up, when amid the gloom
of that chamber, her warm heart discovered
the old family Bible. Would not this do?
Yes, just the thing! But how could she
stand on the Bible, her own dear mother’s
Bible? But then, was it not to save life?
She hesitated no more, but carried it to
the chair, and then touched one wick after
another till the whole were in a blaze.

The kreper was still lying on the beach,
and watching the darkening night with a
troubled heart. What would become of
those gallant vessels that sailed along con-
fident in the warning of danger, which he
ought to give them ! The wreckers are con-

atulating themselves on enriching their

amilies with that night's spoil, when lo! first
one and then another lamp streams its bright
radiance over the dark sea. The k:era
shouted for joy, and the wreckers, unbinding
their victim, retired, discomfited the

courage and erance of one little girl.
Dear, brave ! what moved her to such
erance

ingenuity? It was a warm
art; she was thoroughly in earnest. So
us be as earnest, ingenious, and persevering

to save perishing souls from everlasting death

p “do ng all we can to light the lamp of
od’s Holy Word in every dark place where
sin and idolatry rule,”

It was liﬁh( about Mary now in the room,
and it was light in her heart.  She had per-
formed a noble action, and it brought its own
reward. Her heart was comforted, and, after
saying her prayers, she lay down upon the
bed. She was soon fast asleep, and you may
be sure the holy angels watched over her.
She did not hear her father enter the room,
and did not know, until the morning, that he
had returned, about four o'clock, as soon as
the tide had sufficiently ebbed. Great was
her joy on awakening !

* Shall we whose souls are lighted

ith wisdom from on high,

Shall we to men benighted,

‘The lamp of life deny

Salvation ! oh, salvation !

The joyful sound proclaim,

‘Till earth’s remotest nation,

Has learned Messiah's name.

“ Oh may the ious 1
Be wl»lish'dpmbm!x e
Till the benighted heathen,
Shall know and serve the Lord ;
Till oer the wide creation,
The rays of truth shall shine,
And nations now in darkness,
Arise to light divine.”

«—Fyom the Moravian,
S S
THE CREEDS OF EUROPE,

PROTESTANTS AND ROMAN CATHOLICS IN
EUROPE.

Austria, Hungary, year of enumeration, 1869
~—Number of Protestants, 3,509,013 ; Roman
Catholics, 23,954,233

Belgium (1870).— Protestants, 15,120 ; Roman
Catholics, §,069, 102.

Denmark  (1870). —Protestants, 1,773,239 3
Roman Catholic, 1,847,

France (1872).—Protestants, 511,621 ; Roman
Catholies, 35.(49 .1)35. -

Germany (1871).—Protestants, 2| 1, 3
Roman Catholics, 14,867,.091. 5:581,709

Great Britain and Ireland. —Estimated Protes-
tants, 29,100,000 ; Roman Catholies, §, 520,000,

Greece ' (1870).—Protestants, 6,522; Roman
Catholics, 6,013.

Ttaly (1871).— Protestants, 39,470; Roman
Catholics, 26,624,600.

Netherlands (1869).—Protestants, 2,193,281 ;

Roman Catholics, 1,63,
Portugal. —Estimated Protestants, 500; Roman
Catholics, 3,

600.

Russia in Europe (1867).—Protestants, 2,56
345 ; Roman Catholics, 6,200,464. i

spain, —Estimated Protestants, 20,000 ; Roman
Catholics, 16,710,000.

Sweden and Nornyms:!m‘—Pmmnn,
5,902,287 ; Roman Cathalics,

Switzerland (1870). —Protestants, 1,566,347 ;
Roman Catholics, 1,084,369.

Turkey in Europe.—Estimated Protestants,
25,000; Roman Catholics, 640,000

- -

A great many people are willing to do the
Lordﬁiﬂwllnguthﬁbord’ll?milidn-
tical to their own, but whenever there is a

let | difference between the two b{!h‘ey give them.

selves the benefit of the doul




