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CONTRACTED BROOD NESTS :
FOR COMB HONEY ♦

------------ ♦
By F. P. Adams. ♦

It Is a good many years now since 
Mr. W. Z. Hutchison of the "Bee-keep
ers’ Review" gave such wide publicity 
to the method of contraction of brood 
chambers when hiving swarms for the 
production of comb honey. This sys- 
em has been practised by bee-keepers, 
loth great and small, all over the 
ountry, and has many warm advocates 
.mong comb honey producers. The 
irtter has used it to good advantage 
a former years, and to a certain ex- 
Lnt during the past season, but it 
rust be confessed that one by one 1fk 
lain features have been abandoned, anil 
different system ayd different prin- 

ple has been introduced Into the yard 
t Bow Park.
The theory of the Hutchinson plan 
. that by hiving a sxvarm on the old 
find, in a brood chamber filled with 
ames of starters, and after a few 
lys contracting the frames down to, 
y, five, the honey will go rapidly Into 
: supers above and the queen below 

keep the brood combs filled with 
Its about as fast as the bees can 
lid the wax, thus insuring worker 
nb below and plenty if honey above, 
s certainly a very attractive-looking 
thod of getting oi er many of the

difficulties with which the comb honey 
producer Is beset, but the trouble with 
It Is in practice that It adds new com
plications to an already complicated 
business, and for this very reason Is 
apt to defeat the object for which It 
was devised.

There are some swarms that seem to 
take kindly to the contraction of their 
brood chamber, and with them the work 
goes merrily on in the supers, but with 
others (and these are usually our most 
profitable ones) such treatment seems 
to be just the reverse of what they 
require; Instead of staying put in the 
little brood nest, they fool their time 
away In repeated attempts to change 
their quarters, and try the operator's 
strength and patience in an endeavor 
to get them back to work again.

It is in the big colonies that we must 
work for If we are to get the best re
sults in the supers, and they require 
different handling from the small or 
medium-sized ones when they swarm 
out. With such, a small-sized brood 
nest Is soon filled with eggs and honey, 
and before the season Is over they have 
swarmed the second and sometimes the 
third time, thus frittering away their 
energy and the bee-keepers' profits, 
simply because he failed at the critical 
time to give them enough room for 
their labors.

Unless the frames In the brood cham-- 
ber have been contracted down to a 
very limited number, there Is sure to 
be too much drone comb built when 
starters are used In the frames, and
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even with the contraction there will 
be more or less of It. For this reason 
It Is advisable to use full sheets, and 
for large swarms eight frames of such 
arc none too many to hive on when 
running for comb honey. If my col
onies were weak and swarms small I 
would not hesitate to put two of them 
together In the new hive with eight 
frames of foundation, and from such 
a colony, with plenty of room for the 
queen, and no swarming out the sec
ond time, there will be a bigger profit 
than If each small swarm were hived 
separately In a contracted brood nest.

There Is another objection to the 
contracted brood nest that becomes ser

ous as the number of our colonies mul
tiply, and that Is the work of going 
through the recently-hived swarms for 
the purpose of taking out part of the 
flames and replacing them with dum
mies, and again after the honey flow 
taking out the dummies and putting 
back frames In their place. The work 
In a fair-sized yard Is enormously In
creased If we must be constantly tink
ering with the brood nest. In the 
spring, before the honey flow Is on, It 
Is profitable to go through the yard and 
make use of every little kink we know 
of 1n order to build up colonies to their 
maximum strength, but when the flow 
commences there Is plenty of work 
with the swarms and supers to keep 
cur time fully occupied..

In many localities the flow shuts off 
as soon as the clover and basswood Is 
through blooming, and It Is only In 
favorable years that the fall flow Is 
sufficient to keep the bees from draw
ing on their stores for late brood-rear- 
Ir.g. With such conditions, It Is evident 
that winter stores must be secured 
from the white honey flow, and unless 
part of the yard has been put to fill
ing frames to supply the rest In the 
fall, our only recourse Is the sugar 
barrel. Under these conditions we

might Just as well have a few frames 
filled out In the brood chambers while 
the flow Is on, so as to supply them 
from supers.

Big swarms mean fust work In the 
supers, and If we are unable to build 
up our colonies so that the hives art 
crowded with bees from top to bottom, 
then It Is always possible to unite two 
weak colonies, so that their combined 
forces will hustle the honey Into the 
supers much faster than they would 
have done had they been hived separ
ately, and If our swarms are strong— 
very strong—It will be found that eight 
Langstroth frames filled from top to 
bottom with foundation are none too 
many In the hlvo body, and that a col
ony so fixed, and with a good queen, 
will go ahead with the work In the 
supers at a surprising rate, and, hav
ing plenty of room below, will go into 
winter quarters stronger In bees and 
require less feeding than one that has 
b< en contracted down.

. It Is claimed by the contracted Lrood 
chamber advocates that every pound 
of white honey should go Into the su
per If possible, and that we should 
depend upon sugar syrup for winter 
stores, but I have found feeding this 
syrup very unsatisfactory, not because 
It dees not make good winter food, but 
because of the tremendous labor ln- 
vcl\ed In feeding, and because *n a 
large yard It la next to Impossible to 
tell when each colony has had enough. 
There Is nothing better than full combs 
of honey for this purpose, and a gen
erous supply of these given In the fall 
will have a big Influence on next sea
son's crop.

“Bow Park," Ont.

"Canadian Bee Journal" and the 
"Western Home Monthly" (Winnipeg), 
clubbed, one year, $1. The "Western 
Home Monthly" Is one of the brightest 
magazines published 1n our Dominion.
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THE NUTRITION OF THE BEE.
(Address by T. Cherry, M.D., M.S., 

Director of Agriculture, Before the 
Victoria Apiarists’ Association, Mel
bourne, Australia.)
In thinking over the question of the 

food supply and nutrition of Insects 
from the point of view of the physiol
ogist, It seems to me that some points 
were of sufficient Importance to bring 
under your notice at your annual con
ference. While we are not yet suffi
ciently Informed on all the points con
nected with the growth and life his
tory of Insects to enable us to make 
any statement of any value with re
gard to some of the detcils of the pro
cess, yet there are one or two bread 
facts which stand out so strongly that 
they must be kept In view by everyone 
who Is aiming to make an economic 
success of his work with Insects. While 
great differences are found to exist 
among different classes of Insects, It 
appears to be the general rule that In 
those that exhibit the phenomena of 
complete metamorphosis there Is spe
cial provision made during the early 
history of the individual for building 
up the active working tissues of the 

ladult. In all animals the food which 
lis consumed Is devoted to two separ
ate purposes—part of it goes to build 
lup the active working tissues the 
Either part Is utilized by these working 
■issues In the course of their activity, 
■lence the distinction between the 
■esh-formers and the heat-producers, 
■he former are the foods utilized to 
■lake good the wear and tear of the 
Bctlve living portions of the animal, 
■he latter, although they may be In
corporated with the living tissues for a 
Huger or shorter period, seem on the 
■hole, to hear the same relation to the 
Wing tissue as the fuel does to the 
■earn engine. Flesh producers always 
Britain appreciable quantities of pro- 
Bd or other nitrogen-substance. The 
Hat producers consist chiefly of carbon

and are typically represented by sugar 
and fat. It is at some stage in the 
development of the bee from the egg 
to the Imago (adult Insect) that pro
vision Is made for the formation of the 
muscles and other active working parts. 
As the process of development Is fol
lowed, it is found that this provision 
must be made either in the egg Itself 
or during the life of the larvae. There 
Is no great amount of proteld material 
provided by the food of the imago. 
This consists, as is well-known, almost 
entirely of sugar iir one form or an
other; while, should the bees begin 
to eat pollen or other substance of a 
similar nature, they are liable to very 
quickly fall out of health. Experiments 
have shown that they are able to thrive 
and remain active in the adult stage on 
food consisting solely of pure sugar and 
water. On the other hand, the food of 
the larvae is composed largely of pol
len, and pollen differs from honey 
chemically In containing a compara
tively large amount of nitrogen in 
the form of proteld and other allied 
substances. When we consider that 
during their active adult life the mus
cles and other organs of the bee are 
kept extremely active and when we re
member that during this period of ac
tivity no provision Is made by means 
of the food for making good the wear 
and tear of these active tissues, we un
derstand at once why it Is that the 
life of the Insect Is so short. In all 
the higher animals provision is made 
ih the food for the supply of material 
to renew the worn-out parts and spe
cial provision is seen in some of the 
organs of the body for the removal 
of this worn-out tissue. But with the 
bee the opposite Is the case—no pro
vision Is made In the food for the re
pair of the active working parts—and 
it is doubtful if there is any provision 
amongst the organs of the body for 
the special removal of the waste pro-
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ducts arising from their wear and tear. 
As we watch the development of the 
Insect from the egg. we find that as 
soon as the grub Is hatched food has to 
be supplied from outside. Previous 
to the period of hatching there was 
sufficient material stored away In the 
egg to supply the wants of the grow
ing embryo, but as soon as the grub 
Is hatched the whole of Its energies 
seem to be devoted to consuming and 
storing away as much nutriment as 
possible. Although we are not yet ac
quainted with the full details of the 
series of changes which take place In 
the Interior of the grub as It develops 
first to the chrysalis, and then to the 
perfect Insect, It Is quite certain that 
the food consumed by the grub forms 
the foundation upon which all the sub
sequent parts of the Insect are built, 
whatever may be their chemical com
position. In other words. It Is the 
food supplied to the rapidly-growing 
larvae which determines the activity 
of the Imago.

A glance at some of the facts In the 
economy of Insects as a class will show 
the Importance of this generalization. 
Many habits and peculiarities which 
otherwise seem very strange, are thus 
easily explained. If we remember that 
the struggle for existence In the case 
of the grub Is almost identical with a 
struggle for nitrogen, we obtain the 
key to many curious habits. It Is well- 
known that proteld material Is relative
ly scarce in ordinary plants, but what 
they do contain Is, to a large extent, 
accumulated In or about the seed. The 
pod-bearing plants, such as peas, beans 
and clovers, obtain an unusually high 
percentage of proteld through the me
dium of the' little bacterial masses 
growing on their roots. It Is the func
tion of the plant to build up proteld 
material from simple chemical sub
stances. Animals are unable to manu
facture proteld at first hand, and must

obtain their supply directly or Indirect
ly from the plant. Hence the growing 
portions of the plant, Its seed and the 
various parts of the animal represent 
proteld In a purer and more concen
trated form. Animals which are solely 
vegetable feeders will therefore hav.- 
to consume and digest a much larger 
proportion of food In order to obtain 
a given amour^of protein than Is th 
case with the flesh eaters. The dis
tinction holds good with regard to the 
larvae of all insects. Caterpillars and 
other forms which live entirely upon 
vegetable material, are noted for their 
voracious appetite, and the great quan
tity of food they consume lri proportion 
to their weight. Even In the case of 
those Insects In which the larvae and 
the perfect Insect use the same kind 
of food, the appetite of the latter Is 
small compared with what It was when 
In the larval stage, but In many cases 
besides the bee, we find that the lar
vae lives on totally different food from 
which It uses when It assumes the 
Imago form. I presume that It Is the 
richness of the tissues of the apple | 
close to the seed which Induces the | 

grub of the codlln moth to bore to
wards the centre of the fruit. Many | 

files lay their eggs In putrifylng ani
mal matter, where their larvae are | 
well provided with nitrogenous ma
terial, while their food In the Imago I 
form consists almost entirely of sugar I 
In the case of parasitic Insects, such I 
ns Ichneumon files, which lay their 1 
eggs In the body cavity of caterpillar! I 
the reason seems to be not so much il 
question of protective Influence as thatl 
of a more liberal supply of nltrogenow| 

food. The caterpillar has the troubl 
of collecting proteld material from tin 
plant, while the parasitic larvae alm| 
ply consumes the tissues of Its ha 
and In this way obtains Its nltrogenoi 
food with a minimum of trouble. Ew< 
while the parasites confine their attei
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tlon chiefly to the "fat body" of the 
caterpillar, they are obtaining proteld 
from Its juices without Injuring the 
vital parts of their host. What little 
we know concerning the economy of 
another treat class of social Insects, 
namely, termites, or white ants, all 
tends to Impress upon us the Import
ance of protein from the Insects' point 
of view. The food of these animals 
consists In the first place of the wood 
and other material through which they 
are boring. Such crude material 
contains a very small percentage 
of protein. The food which one 
of these insects obtains from the 
secretions and exertions of the other 
members of the community all tends 
to furnish protein In a more concen
trated form. But the termites go 
further than this. By the simple pro
cess of eating every particle of the 
dead members of the community, they 
keep the aggregate amount of protein 
available from the one to the other 
with scarcely any diminution 
t>r loss whatever. Other insects sup
ply food to the larvae by storing up 
half dead caterpillars or spiders in the 
tells, or choose the muscular tissues of 
beetles for the same purpose. In each 
case the explanation Is the struggle 
for nitrogen. •

Apply these Illustrations to the case 
of the bee. The question at once 
crises—“Can these Insects always ob
tain sufficient protein to properly 
nourish the young?’ In other words,, 
If the disappearing disease and other 
forms of sickness to which the bee Is 
liable, are to be largely attributed to 
feeble constitution, is this enfeeble- 
Iment due to the fact that the larvae 
did not obtain the proper quality of 
food? We must draw a sharp distinc
tion between the proper quantity and 
the proper quality. The former iray 

[ be all that Is desired, while the latter 
Is altogether wrong. Considering the 
fact lhat nitrogen is always scarce In

vegetable products and that nitrogen 
is all Important for the ptoper de
velopment of the working tissues of 
the bee, It is practically certain that 
If there be anything wrong In the 
quality of the food It must be on ac
count of a deficiency in nitrogen. The 
frailty of the constitution of the bee 
Would thus be directly attributable to 
ithe supply of proper food; and that 
this factor is of the utmost importance 
With regard to the economy of Insects 
Is highly probable. Most naturalists 
hold that the sex of some insects de
pends upon the quality and quantity 
of the food supplied them immediately 
after hatching, and If this assumption 
1s well founded we are cer.talnly justi
fied In assuming that the* vigor of the 
adult worker will, to a large extent, 
depend upon the quality of the food 
supplied, while its tissues are being 
built up in the larval form. Even If 
It be proved that the Internal organs 
of the larvae subsequently disappear, 
before those of the Imago are formed 
our assumption still holds good, for, 
during the chrysalis stage no further 
food is taken and the organs of the 
new r.nlmal are developed from the re
mains of the old one. A proper supply 
of protein In the food is therefore es
sential to the proper development of 
the working bee.—Journal, Dept, of Ag
riculture.

KEEP YOUR TEMPER.
Be good-tempered. It pays In every

way; It pays If you are an employer; It 
pays If you are an empoyee; It Is prof
itable In ever walk of life. And this 
Is taking the most selfish view. You 
owe it to others \p be good-tempered; 
you owe It to your own manhood, to 
your* own self-respect. In making oth
ers comfortable, you are making things 
agreeable for yourself; you are gaining 
and keeping goodwill, which may be of 
value and help to you hereafter; you 
are accumulating a capital of popu
larity and good report which may be 
used to advantage, perhaps at a cri
tical time. Good temper Is a great 
factor In success.—Business.
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*♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦« 
HOW I SELL MY 

EXTRACTED 
HONEY

(By A. C. Allen, Portage, Wls.)
This Is my seventeenth year with the 

bees and I have a'ways sold my honey 
direct to the consumer.

Will say right here that I do not 
practice the method that many bee
keepers do that I know of, l.e., retail 
at wholesale prices. That very thing has 
discouraged many a promising young 
bee-keeper, w'ho, If he could have seen 
employment In the business the whole 
year, would have stuck to It; but as 
It was operated In hU locality caused 
him to give it up.

If he has not already done so, every 
honey producer should establish and 
maintain both a wholesale and retail 
price; or If he Intends to retail all his 
honey he should not recognize among 
his customers that there Is such a 
thing as a wholesale price. Never 
mention such a thing to them, and 
they will not know there Is any price 
other than you ask.

We cannot get too much for our 
honey. We have borne the stings and 
studied and studied, and most of us 
have before attaining success sustain
ed many losses, and we are more li
able to heavy losses than those of 
almost any other occupation; therefore 
we should be as well paid for our 
labor as anyone.

In some places where there are sev
eral apiarists there is a little strife be
tween them over customers. All wr.nt 
to sell their product, so In order to 
get ahead of his fellows one offers 
honey a cent less per pound than his 
neighbors do. No. 2 hears of this 
and gets scared for fear he will have 
his crop left on his hands and offers

his for a cent less than No. 1 did. 
Now this is not necessary. When there 
are several dairymen supplying milk 
to a city, where would they be If they 
worked that way ? Should we not 
adopt as businesslike methods as they 
do, and stick to them?

Where several bee-keepers live near 
each other, let them call a meeting 
and agree to all sell at one living price, 
district the territory, grade the honey 
all the same, and, with brotherly feel
ings toward each other, go to work. Call 
meetings from time to time and dis
cuss your experiences and best meth
ods of approaching customers, over
come obstacles, making sales, etc. If 
you have more honey than you have 
time to retail or your territory can 
use, don’t foolishly say to yourself. 
"Well, I have so much I might just as 
well let it go cheap right at home as 
to ship it away and get no more for 
It." Don’t you see that when you do 
that you do a great wrong to your 
brother apiarist who wants and needs 
both the employment and money that 
a retail price brings.

We work with our bees all summer 
and the amount of honey we have re
ceived during the season, figuring at 
wholesale price, represents the amount 
of money we have made up to the 
close of the honey flow, less the ex
penses. Then if we sell the crop around 
home or retail It anywhere, there 
should be a large enough margin be
tween the wholesale value of It and 
the price for which we deliver it out 
in small quantities to consumers to 
give us good wages for the time spent. 
You can easly sell from 50 to 200 lbs. 
per day at from 3 to 5 cents a pound 
above the wholesale price quoted In the 
papers, and this is none to much pro 
fit; for you have had to melt and 
can or bottle and label, canvass for ] 
and deliver It, and sometimes—yes, 
collect.
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But to return to my subject. My 
honey remains In the hives until It 
is ripe and has a flavor that my cus
tomers wish to taste the second time— 
yes, I am still selling to the same 
people that I sold to sixteen years ago. 
When I extract, the honey Is run Into 
barrels and large cans, and about Sep
tember 1st I commence canvassing my 
territory. I early learned that the way 
to the pocketbook Is through the 
mouth, so I devised a little wire bas
ket with a convenient handle, which 
holds two pint Mason fruit jars. I 
use those made of white, clear glass. 
In one I put white honey and In the 
other dark. This sample case held up 
before a customer presents a very novel 
and attractive appearance which with 
a pleasant "Good morning" and a 
smile always gets the door open. That 
much accomplished I tell the lady of 
the house that If she will please get 
me two sauce plates and spoons I will 
give them some free samples of honey. 
This gets all to tasting, which delights 
the children, who call me the "honey 

i man,” and It dont take long to get 
the order

I On pi asant days I often take my 
l horse and buggy with a load of honey, 
I which I keep standing conveniently 
■near while I canvass and deliver at 
Isame time, though I can do more busi
ness by taking orders for several days 
fcnd then deliver. My delivery days 
*re usually set for the first of the three 
Following months and at pay day with 
Factory and railroad people. Until last 
■ear I have always used the Mason 
■ult jar and hod my customers edu- 
■ted to have an empty jar ready to 
■change wHh me, same as they do 
Hlth their milk bottles. Last year I 
■ed the 3, 6 and 10-lb friction top 
Hns and palls and charge the people 
Hr them. This saves me time, and 
Hall use them again this season.

■ seldom canvas afternoons. People

are either away from home or not In 
the best of mood to buy. So I spend 
the time melting, canning, labeling and 
doing other necessary work. I talk of 
the healthfulness of honey as com
pared to other sweets; It Is natural to 
the system, being the same as Is found 
In fruits, and Is therefore readily as
similated, needing no digestion, while 
cane sugar has to be digested and 
changed to honey before the system 
can use It, thus placing upon it an 
unnecessary tax. I have known store 
syrup to eat the cork out of the Jug, 
and it certainly would eat the stomach 
out. The popular notion that honey 
Is a good cough cure sells many a 

If you are wise.
Talk of Its cheapness compared with 

butter, as It is claimed that It Is equal 
to butter in food value, but costs only 
half as much. Butter will get stale, 
while honey Improve with age; In 
fact, there is no end of things to say. 
But the wise salesman will not tire 
himself, saying only such things us 
are necessary to each particular cus
tomer or prospective buyer.

If we act as though our industry is 
second to none, and our product worth 
something, attend promptly to sales, 
dell’.eries and collections, and search 
out unoccupied territory in wMch to 
se,l, the price of honey will go up to 
'/here it should be and stay there. 
And to those who do not wlsl. to work 
as I do, there are many young men 
who would be glad to take your crop 
and go to some city or drive through 
the country and. sell it for you on 
commission. I have sold many tons 
In this way, having never yet produced 
enough for my trade.—Rural Bee
keeper.

Condemning the other fellow adver
tises Iris business and does not benefit 
your own.—Montreal Star.
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! Hints for i 
I Beginners |

R. F. HOLTBRMANN

What careful study a beekeeper and 
agriculturist should give to the wea
ther. Time and again to have some 
Idea as to the probable future weather 
conditions and to be able to tell with 
some degree of certainty changes In the 
weather is of value. There Is no call
ing which gives the ample scope for 
reward for the proper use of body and 
mind which agriculture does. Many 
may not see this, but It nevertheless 
exists. In weather forecasts I do not 
now speak of groundless conclusions, 
of things which are supposed to Indi
cate what they do not, but I speak of 
the tenor of seasons, the result of winds 
from certain directions, the deductions 
we may draw from certain clouds at 
certain times of the day, and the sug
gestions we get from certain sunsets 
and sunrises. Even our Lord, who 
never made a mistake, who never spoke 
lightly, but always weighed every word, 
endorses that this can be done by 
saying "Ye can discern the face of the 
sky and of the earth.” Now let the bee
keeper get a good look upon the sub
ject and study It during the coming 
winter and thus be better prepared to 
make a success of bee-keeping.

To-day, November 28th, I am con
gratulating myself that all my bees are 
In the cellar. They, with the exception 
of four colonies out of 336, are strong 
In bees and they have ar abundance of 
stores, the twelve-frar.u single wall 
hives without covers averaging over 85 
pounds each. The bees we 'e put In last 
week, with our own and those of an
other (we helped one another) 600 col
onies were put In. I could pile these

live high In the cellar and probably 
with as little grumbling as the small 
Idea hive man would pile up his eight- 
frame hives. After coming home from 
this operation I had a man call on mo 
to consult as to the best way of feed
ing his bees whether the bees would 
take down the feed In the cellar, or If 
they could be got to take It down now. 
The next day I met another man who 
consulted about the same thing and 
borrowed a few feeders. What a time 
to look after such things, and yet I 
am sadly afraid these cases are by no 
means Isolated. Such work is almost 
on a par with reaping a field long after 
the grain Is ripe and the weather and 
chicks, turkeys and other birds have 
threshed most of the grain I have no 
desire that there should be less bee
keepers, but I would like to see the 
day when the bees are kept more Intel 
ligently or the owners go out of the 
business. If anyone has bees with In
sufficient stores for winter under pro
per conditions I feel sure bees can be 
fed during the winter and yet wintered 
with success. Now, remember, I do not 
advocate this. I am sure It would be 
very undesirable to practice such bee
keeping, yet It can be done. lires, i 
however, as far as I know, cannot be 
Induced to take feed down, such feed 
must be put under the cluster, not over 
It. The hive can be raised from the 
bottom-board sufficiently to shove un
der the cluster some feeder open at the 
top, yet In which the bees will not per
ish. The feed can be given as occasion | 
requires. As such a feeder must of ne
cessity have a limited capacity I wouldl 
put In feed two parts, by raeasure.1 
sugar and a little less than one part| 
water.

It appears to me we put our bees ini 
the cellar Just about the right time, andl 
yet If a warm day should come sooaj 
one In which the bees could have I 
thorough fly they would be bettor out| 
On the other hand should such a dal
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not come, It would be a distinct loss. 
Many bees are th's winter going Into 
winter quarters having already had 
four to five weeks of confinement, the 
hees are spotting a little. This does not 
say they will not wli .er well, but the 
hees are handicapped. All that can 
be done Is to give them every care and 
the best conditions for successful win
tering.

Outside bees should be well packed, 
quilts not sealed, thus allowing the 
n.oisture to escape through the packing 
above without freezing, plenty of stores 
cf ready access to the bees and shelter
ed from strong winds. In cellar win
tering less stores are required, as the 
bees can move about more readily and 
consume less. The hive must be ven
tilated and the cellar dark, an even 
temperature, running from 42 to 45 
degrees. I believe the safe way is to 
remove wooden covers from the hive, 
put a warm cushion on the quilt or 
v.arm -.arpet, and then raise the brood 
chamber three-eighths of an Inch or 
more from the bottom board at the 
back.

Brantford, Ont.

THE ALEXANDER METHOD OF 
INCREASE.

Why F. L. Day Failed.
Mr. E. W. Alexander writes the fol

lowing In "Gleanings on Bee Culture,” 
In reply to Mr. F. L. Day, whose report 
on the Alexander method of Increase 
we copied In the “Journal" for Oc
tober:

“In Justice to myself and the method 
of making Increase that I recommended 
In the April 15th Issue of ‘Gleanings,’ 
I wish to say a few words to friend F. 
L. Day, as he, In the October 1st Issue, 
condemns what Is now called the Alex
ander method of Increase. In that ar
ticle of April 15th I said, 'Now leave 
them about 10 or 11 days In this shape, 
during which time the queen will get 
a fine lot of brood started In the lower

hive, and every egg and particle of lar
vae that was In the old hive on top will 
liai e matured so It will be capped ove:- 
and saved; then separate them, put
ting the old hive on a new stand.'

"Now, Instead of leaving them only 
10 or 11 days, as l advised, friend Day- 
leaves them from the 22nd of April 
until June 1st, some 39 days, which 
changes the nature of the whole opera
tion, and shows very decidedly that 
the excluders he uses are -vorthless as 
queen-excluders, for we all know the: 
(he queens he speaks of es being aoout 
ready to hatch 1n the upper hive on the 
day he separated them must have been 
newly laid eggs only 15% days before, 
which also shows that the queens he 
thought were shut below In the under 
hive were having full swing In each; 
therefore, the only change the tour 
colonies hod by his manipulation was 
to give them an additional set of combs, 
whereby, In the course of a month, 
they had a large amount of maturing 
brood, which was the cause of their 
swarming. I can hardly see how he 
could have fixed them In any better 
way to swarm naturally and contin
ually than he did.

“Now a few words to all who try 
new methods which the writers for our 
bee Journals recommend. Either carry 
out those methods to the letter or let 
them alone; don't mix up a lot of 
your own ideas with those of others, 
and then condemn the writer for not 
giving a practicable method, as friend 
Day has Just done In this case. I find 
this Is the worst feature connected 
with writing for our bee Journals—so 
many bee-keepers with limited ex
perience will undertake to put In prac
tice some new method, and frequently 
omit some of the most essential parts, 
thereby making a perfect failure of 
what otherwise would have been a per
fect success. ,

"In conclusion I will say that, during 
the last three months, I have received 
dozens of very complimentary letters 
from parties who have adopted this 
method of making their increase, at 
the same time securing a large amount 
of surplus honey.

Delanson, N.Y.
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EDITORIAL NOTES.
The freight rate committee appoint

ed by the O.C.B.K.A.—Messrs. Hotter- 
mann, Evans and Couse—will meet 
with the Railway Commissioners at To
ronto on Monday, December 11th.

+
The annual convention of Brant and 

adjoining Counties Bee-keepers’ So
cieties will be held in Brantford Janu
ary 24th, 2 p.m., to 26th, noon. A full 
session will be given to the discussion 
of the improvement of the quality of 
honey and the development of the 
home and foreign market for the sale 
of honey.

♦
Prof. Shutt, of the Central Experi

mental Farm, Ottawa, gave a very in
teresting talk to the convention on ex
periments conducted in the Experimen
tal Farm laboratories, bleaching bees
wax; influences in the hastening and 
prevention of granulation of honey, the 
origin and composition of honey dew, 
etc. Prof. Harrison of the O. A. C., 
Guelph, instead of his usual scientific 
subject, gave a very practical address 
on diffusing apicultural knowledge. 
These gentlemen have rendered faith
ful and valuable services to the On
tario Bee-keepers’ Asociation, which 
we should appreciate exceedingly. Prof. 
Harrison, we understand, has now sev
ered his connection with the O. A. C.

to become one of the e:aff under Prof. 
Robertson in the new MacDonald Col
lege at St. Anne de Bellevue, Quebec, 
endowed by Sir William MacDoiald. 
Guelph College has lost a good man in 
Prof. Harrison, and will be very for
tunate indeed if his successor proves 
his equal. It is to be hoped that in 
his new sphere Prof. Harrison will still 
be interested in bee culture, and be 
able to carry on further hie investiga
tions with foul brood. The MacDonald 
Agricultural College and experimental 
station has accommodation for 600 stu 
dents, and will cost several million 
dollars. We understand that in con
nection therewith a new system of ex
periments in farming will be conducted 
to demonstrate what can be done by 
following certain methods of culture, 
and the results are to be gauged by 
the financial results.

+
Perhaps the most important business 

transacted by the O. B. K. A. at its 
late annual meeting was the amend
ments to the Ontario Foul Brood Act. 
This, in the mind of some of us for 
some time, was a very necessary un
dertaking. The Act as amended will, 
when it passes the Legislature, pro
vide for three inspectors of apiaries, 
it stead of an inspector and sub-inspec
tor, and that “the Province of Ontario 
shall be divided into three districts 
for the purposes of this Act, and one 
inspector shall be appointed from each 
district." These inspectors are to be ap
pointed with full power of the present 
inspector of apiaries to deal with foul 
brood in their respective districts, the 
present act to be altered by changing 
the words “inspector and sub-inspec
tor*’ to "inspectors.” The clause in sec
tion 3, relating to the disinfecting of 
clothing, etc., of the inspector and his 
assistant, was deemed unnecessary, and 
was omitted. Clause 12, referring to 
the annual report of the Association
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to the Minister of Agriculture, wee 
«mended by striking out the words 
"which statement shall include the 
number of colonies destroyed, etc,” and 
inserting “which statement shall in
clude the weekly reports sent by the 
inspectors to the President of the As
sociation, containing the following in
formation: Date of visit, owner’s
name and address, number of colonies 
in apiary, number of colonies diseased, 
number of colonies burnt, number of 
colonies recommended for treatment; 
also a statement of the amount paid to 
ihe inspectors for their services and 
expenses for the preceding year.' A 
considerable number would have gone 
further with these alterations, suggest
ing smaller districts and more inspec
tors, but the directorate very wisely 
recommended a medium course, which 
was unanimously agreed upon by the 

[Association, and which, we are sure, 
[will meet the approval of bee-keepers 
[generally. No matter how desirable lo- 
Ical inspectors may be, the Govern- 
Iment grant at present would be alto- 
fcether too inadeo.uate. It is not suffi
cient for the proper carrying out of the 
present Act. The amended Act will 
lome in force after next annual meet
ing.

*
1 Emma M. Wilson, who so ably and 
■terestingly conducts "Our Bee-keep- 
Ig Sisters" department in the "Ameri
can Bee Journal,” quotes our report of 
He honey crop and successful bee
leeping of Miss Trevorrow of Meadow- 
■le, and says in comment:
■ 'That ia decidedly Interesting, but It 
1 just a bit exasperating that Editor 
■alg leaves us In the dark on two very 
Hportant points. Please, Mr. Craig, 
■m't you kindly tell us how many col
lies there were In the apiary that 
lerageil 130 pounds, and also whether 
He honey was comb or extracted? You 
H. It makes a big difference whether 
^tre were 5 or 50 colonies. In a good 

itlon, with no other bees near, the 
Tage from five colonies might be

very much more than from 50, and 130 
pounds of comb honey would be as 
good as about 196 of extracted. In any 
case, Miss Trevorrow did well, but 
Just how well can be better understood 
If we can have the desired light on 
these two points."

Owing te our visit to Meadowvele 
being somewhat hurried, we missed 
much information that we would have 
liked to have had regarding Miss Tre- 
vorrow’s management of her bees, but 
which we hope she will favor the 
“Journal" with in the near future. We 
regret to learn that just at present it 
is necessary for her to undergo a 
course of treatment for rheumatism 
at the Dr. Walters' Sanitorium, from 
where she kindy sends us the following 
in reply to Miss Wilson’s enquiry:

“Mr. Editor: When I read the com
ment, In the “American Bee Journal’s" 
latest Issue, upon the reference you 
had made to my bee-keeping In the 
"Canadian Bee Journal," it struck me 
as possible that you might not be pos
sessed of the neded Information to 
reply satisfactorily to the Interested 
enquiries of our American sister. I 
therefore submit the following data, 
trusting that It may be of use to you 
In granting her reasonable request:

"I had 33 colonies of bees last spring, 
all In good condition. From these I 
extracted 4,400 pounds of white honey, 
and about 300 pounds of dark noney 
(we have no very dark honey In this 
vicinity). I had 90 sections of No. 1 
comb honey and about the same num
ber partly Ulled. Have not made a 
success of comb honey-making yet.

“I might state here, In anticipation 
of a very pertinent question in regard 
to fall feeding, that I fed 817 pounds 
of sugar tl\Js fall, the number of col
onies having increased to 49 and also 
state In regard to locality that when 
this yard consisted of five first-class 
colonies they yielded 928 pounds of ex
tracted honey and Increased the num
ber of colonies to 15. Other apiaries 
from three to five miles distant.

“Apropos of the “humorous remark" 
(which, by the way, was as humor
ously misquoted In the American Bee 
Journal'), Is It because 'Novice' has re
ceived so much information frorr. the 
'blg-hive' fellows or from other sour
ces, that we no longer see the rame 
in the ‘Canadian Bee Journal'?

“M. B. TREVORROW.”



278 tHE CANADIAN BEE JOURNAL,

^^jafejMfejafe^ifeîaife^feîMfeîMfe^ifeîMfeiMfejfe

^ NOTES AND
COMMENTS I

By i York County Bee-Keeper

Packed Hives vs. Single-walled Hives
Wrapped With Tarred Paper, For 

Out-of-door Wintering.
The leading article for the November 

"Review" la contributed by Mr. A. C. 
Miller, who writes, to quote the head
ing of the article, on “The Philosophy 
of Protecting Bees With Tarred Pa
rer.” While space will not permit for 
the quoting of the different arguments 
advanced, suffice It to say that, as Is 
always the case with Mr. Miller’s writ
ings, they, are very convincing from a 
theoretical standpoint. Mr. Miller re
gards a packed hive as "virtually an 
Ice-house to the bees. They cannot 
warm It, nor can the sun help them In 
the few hours it Is up In the winter." 
Relative to the paper-wrapped, slngle- 
xvalled hive, he says: "In a single- 
walled hive wrapped In material which 
Is wind and waterproof, black In color, 
and a poor conductor of heat, we have 
a domicile for the bees which will ab
sorb heat In goodly volume, with con
siderable rapidity, and give It up slowly. 
It embodies the good points of both 
the single-walled and the "chaff hive, 
and avoids their bad ones." He rec
ommends a hive made In New York 
State, called the air-spaced hive. It 
has two half-inch walls, separated by 
an inch space, and the space face of 
each wall Is covered with a sheet of 
heavy building paper. Mr. Miller lays 
special emphasis on the necessity of 
leaving entrances wide open, 14 Inches 
wide by half-inch deep, on the single- 
walled hives wrapped with tarred pa
per, "then, when bees are roused by 
the wormth, they are less likely to

leave the hive when the outer air I» 
dangerously cold. They come down 
close to the entrance and stop." I 
might say that, two years ago, partly 
by some experimenting during the two 
previous mild winters, but more par
ticularly through rending Mr. Miller's 
articles on wintering, the writer be
came quite enthusiastic over the tarred 
paper Idea. However, I will Just say 
that experiments conducted the p;ist 
two severe winters have quite effec
tually cooled off all the enthusiasm 
along that line. No, siree, as before j 
stated, Mr. Miler's arguments apepar 
quite plausible In print, and likely are I 
practical as well In Rhode Island and! 
similar climates, but In Ontario feel I 
safe In saying that the papered hives I 
are "not In It" when placed bes.de a I 
well-packed hive. I feel sure that all I 
who take the trouble to test the mat-| 
ter will quite agree with me. Regard-i 
lug the air-spaced hive referred tu j 
Mr. D. W. Helse for a number of yearsl 
wintered quite successfully with a hiv-1 
similar In construction, but In the past I 
two severe winters referred to the beeil 
in these hives nearly all perished, whlltl 
a yard of mine only a few miles dtstamj 
from them—all packed hives— cam 
through In splendid condition. All \vbt| 
are acquainted with Mr. Helse wit) 
know that the bees would be put intd 
winter quarters In first-class condition!
In fact, I have no hesitation In savlnl 
they were In much better conditlot 
than those In my yard referred to ïfj 
two years hand-running results wet 
as I have stated. If the packed hlvi 
had nothing to do with the matt^ 
what was the prevailing factor th 
caused the difference?
Defects in Methods of Wax-renderi«| 

After having our appetites whei 
on this subject by the hints thrown c 
by Mr. Hershiser of Buffalo at our ( 
ventlon, our interest was still furtli 
stirred up in reading the conelulil
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paragraph of Mr. Miller's article, upon 
which we have Just been commenting. 
He says: "With wax presses, which, 
so far, have yielded the largest amount 
of wax from the material treated of 
any process, we have a slow, a hot, a 
laborious and a sloppy system; in other 
woids, an expensive method. Beldes 
this, a press will not yield all )f the 
wax. It is Impossible; the principle Is 
wrong. Ail the wax can be secured, 
and that with little labor or time." In 
a foot-note Editor Hutchinson simply 
says, "Tell us how." We certainly 
shall be on the qui vive for revelations 
on wax rendering. After. After lis
tening to what Mr. Hershiser stated 
publicly, as well as what he told me in 
private conversation, regarding the 
amount of wax he had secured from 
apparently hopless .material, I am con- 
ivencd that the most of us (If not all) 
are still wasting a lot of good wax.

Caucasian Bees.
While these bees are being boomed 

considerable at the present time, the 
principal redeeming quality, according 
to their admirers seems to be iheir
gentleness.” Hives can be banged 

around, frames ripped out, in fact, any 
kind of rough usage given without Uti
lise of smoke. We even surmise that 
one can ‘"pinch the critters' tails" 

I without them resenting the Indignity 
I by stingring. Pshaw! What's the use 
[of having bees that will submit to such 
la useless show of rough usage. If 
Igmtleness is their only good feature, 
[better leave them in the mountains of 
Ithe Caucasus; we certainly have no 
Ineed for any gentler bees than we now 
I possess. Regarding the matter of 
fctingless bees, I have often said that 
■f they became a commercial possibil
ity wo would all be put out of business, 
■s bees without stings would be the 
Bnost abused creatures on the fane of 
■he earth, yet enough of them would be 
Btopt by the rank and file to put spe

cialization in the business out of the 
question.

Alexander's Cure for Black Brood.
A recent Issue of “Gleanings" con

tains an article from the pen of Mr. 
Alexander, In which he gives what he 
claims to be an infallible remedy for 
Mack brood, the grreat scourge of bees, 
particularly in New York state. The 
treatment is so simple that it seems 
almost incredible, yet, coming from so 
able an apiarist as Mr. Alexander, it 
certainly Is worthy of consideration. 
In a nutshell the treatment is as fol
lows: Remove the queen, then in nine 
days destroy all cells started and vir
gin queens, If any should be hatched. 
On the twentieth day after removal 
of old queen introduce a virgin Ital'an 
queen, or queen-cell ready to hatch, 
and the job is done. The theory Is, 
that during the twenty days of queen- 
lessness the bees will thoroughly polish 
the cells, removing all the dead, dried- 
up matter. In anticipation of having a 
laying queen to occupy the cells with 
eggs. In our locality I would expect 
the bees to plug most of these cello 
with honey and pollen while they were 
queenless so long. However, the treat
ment is very simple and within the 
reach of all, and if it should prove 
efficacious In the hands of others, as 
it has with Mr. Alexander, the bee
keeping fraternity certainly will owe 
him a debt of gratitude. Mr. Root 
wonders If the same treatment would 
cure foul brood. I would be very, very 
doubtful; In fact,' believe, and will go 
so far as to say, that, in my humble 
opinion, It will not cure it. But, as in 
the case of black brood, any one can 
try, as the treatment will certainly do 
no harm.

Jamaica Honey Again.
Right glad, Mr. Editor, that I took 

the trouble to scribble that note re 
confederation of Jamaica with Can
ada, which appeared In the September



280 tHÉ CANADIAN ÉEÉ JOURNAL
Ml

“Canadian Bee Journal." Mr. Taylor 
will, no doubt, be surprised when I 
say that I agree most emphatically 
with nearly all he has to say in his 
excellent article, even as to the matter 
of “dog-ln-the-manger protection.” Let 
me tell you In confidence that I used 
to have considerable reputation as a 
crunk who believed In universal free 
trade. I am sorry to say, though, that 
after hustling for the necessary things 
uf life on my own account, I have been 
forced to admit that the times are not 
yet ready for a propaganda of that 
nature. In this material age the “Gold
en Rule” has largely been lost sight of, 
and I fear often supplemented by the 
rule, “Do the other fellow as he would 
do you." But I have almost forgotten 
to tell why I was glad that note was 
written. Simply for the fact that It 
was the means of stirring up the lat
ent talent which we find appearing In 
Mr. Taylor's article. I shall take the 
hint, and hereafter, If It should be my 
lot to scribble for the columns of the 
‘‘Canadian Bee Journal" I warn you, 
Mr. Editor, to look out for “Notes" 
unorthodox and cantankerous In the 
extreme, In the hopes that some others 
may get awakened, even if the vials 
of wrath should be poured out on your 
humble servant.

Granulation of Honey.
Prof. Shutt’s addresses are always 

Interesting This year's talk was no 
exception. It is rather surprising that 
different results were not obtained 
from his experiments re granulation 
of honey. While the Professor seems 
assured that a moderate agitation of 
honey does not hasten granulation. I 
feel quite positive that If he tries 
stirring the honey that granulation 
will take place much more rapidly than 
in the case of honey left alon-'. No 
doubt there is much room for research 
yet, from a chemical standpoint, rela
tive to the granulation of honey. Three

or four years ago friend Helse had a 
6C0-pound tank of honey, in which the 
bottom half granulated solid, the unpi r 
half remaining liquid, samples of which 
are still on hpnd and have not yet 
granulated. No, the liquid honey was 
not thin stuff—Mr. Helse didn’t pro
duce that kind of an article ; it was 
thick and clear and of a very mild 
flavor, noticeably more so than the 
granulated portion. This and like 
Instances give ample scope for the 
chemist to experiment with. It Is quite 
a conundrum as to whether to keep 
honey In the light or dark. In one 
pase you gain In color but lose In qual
ity, and vice versa. "You pays your 
money and takes your choice.” Per
sonally, I would be inclined to sacrifice 
a little In color and hold the flavor. 
But, as with the case of the "old lady 
and the cow,” you know, "tastes differ" 
so I expect the difference is so little 
that tq all practical purposes light or 
darkness cut but a small figure in the 
keeping of honey.

York County, Ont.

Did ever on painter’s canvas live 
The power of his fancy’s dream?
Did ever poet's pen achieve 
Fruition of his theme?
Did marble ever take the life 
That the sculptor's soul conceived? 
Or ambition win In passion’s strife 
What Its glowing hopes believed ?
Did ever racer’s eager feet 
Rest as he reached the goal,
Finding the prize achieved was meek 
To satisfy his soul?

—Selected.

BRANT AND ADJOINING COUNTIES 
BEE-KEEPERS' ASSOCIATION

The annual union meeting of the local 
bee-keepers’ associations of Brant and 
adjoining counties will be held In the 
Court House. Brantford, commencing 
1.30 p.m., January 24th, and closing at 
noon January 26th. All bee-kecperi j 
will be cordially welcomed.

W. J. CRAIG. Secret atry. I
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MIDDLESEX COUNTY ASSOCIA
TION.

The annual meeting of the Middlesex 
Bee-keepers’ Association was held In 
London on November 4th. Those pres
ent reporte d a very good season, an 
average of about 76 pounds per colony 
aprlng count, mostly extracted honey. 
One member reported 228 pounds of 
extracted from one colony, and 196 
sections filled by a single colony. Nei
ther colonv offered to swarm.

Mr. R. H. Smith of St. Thomas read 
an Instructive paper on "Shall We 
Keep More Bees or Manage Those We 
Have to Better Advantage?" He ad
vocated the latter plan of caring for 
those we have, rather than Increasing 
the number of colonies and decreasing 
the amount of surplus per colony.

Mr. F. .T. Miller read an Interesting 
laper on "Managing Out-aplaries 
Vlthout Help." By the use of hives 
mil Implements adapted to his system 
if management he Is able to visit each 
tard every four days. The honey can 
|e extracted at each yard, or taken 

lome to be extracted. He uses the 
leddon hive. The colony Is examined 
r queen-cells between the two sec- 
ons of the hive, the top portion being 
lised or tipped back by an Implement 

his own design. If there are signs 
swarming the colony is divided.

The subject of raising comb or ex
acted honey was taken by Mr. 1). 
guish of Scotts ville. What he
night to be of more Importance was 
have strong colonies, then you can 

oduce either; but he did not like to 
t sections on towards the close of 

|e honey flow. He would put on an 
trading super. Another Important 
Int brought out was that strong col
lies will ripen honey better than the 

k.
address on "Foul Brood" was 

en by Mr. F. A. Gemmell. assistant 
ul Brood Inspector for Ontario. He 

ered our foul brood laws very
Itry.

good, as some of the States had copied 
from It. The disease was on th” de
crease. He considered It more dan
gerous with young bee-keepers, who 
were more apt to have robbing and 
spread the disease. A suspected case 
should be destroyed or treated In a 
careful manner by shaking them on 
comb foundation starters. In three or 
foui days shake again on full sheets of 
foundation. Caging the queen will pre
vent them swarming out.

Re-forestry was discussed, led by 
Mr. Robb of St. Thomas. He thought 
bee-keepers should plant basswood and 
honey locusts. The sowing of buck
wheat for honey alone was not advis
able, as it requires a light, warm soil 
and a moist atmosphere to secrete 
nectar.

The following officers were appointed 
for the ensuing year:

President—Morley Pettit, Villa Nova, 
Ont.

Vice-President—F. J. Miller, London.
Secretary—E. T. Bainard, Lambeth.

BEE-KEEPING IN RUSSIA.
Editor Canadian Bee Journal:

Dear Sir,—Your request for a few 
notes on bee-keeping In this country to 
hand a few weeks ago.

We generally take our bees out of the 
cellar about the middle of April and 
put them in about the middle of Oc
tober, practically they are outside six 
months and Inside six months.

About 90 per cent, of the bees around 
here are In log hives, and the more 
swarms a Russian peasant gets tho 
better he thinks he Is succeeding. The 
largest log hive I have seen will only 
hold about seven Dadant frames, so 
you see there Is not much room for 
surplus. The Dadant hive seems to 
be the principle moveable frame hive 
In this country, although there are a 
great many kinds of hives advertised.

We sell the honey from 10 to 13 cents 
per 1414 oz, and the supply Is gener-
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ally short of the demand, especially on 
the 19th of August, when everybody 
buys a few pounds, In fact before that 
date there Is very little sold. There 
Is a demand for honey for funerals and 
people buy it and keep It specially for 
that purpose. I am sorry to say thal 
there is plenty of adulteration with 
treacle, etc., and the worst of it is, 
there is no Inspector to enquire Into it.

A short time ago I heard that the 
government had decided to sell sugar 
without duty to bee-keepers. The or
dinary price of soft sugar is 7 cents 
per 14 H oz.

As to bee pasturage, we have In this 
district a few golden willows, bass
wood, heaths, a little clover, cucumber 
that are grown In the gardens belong
ing to the work people, and wild flow
ers. During the four years I have 

■ kept bees here I have only seen a few 
bees on the basswood and last year 
there were no flowers on it at all. When 
the willows are in bloom the weather 
Is generally too cold and wet for the 
bees to do anything. Our principal 
harvest of honey comes from the buck
wheat, when we take them out on carts 
to the village on July 14, and have 
them there about a month.

I have averaged about 30 lbs. this 
year, no surplus last year, and about 
40 lbs. three seasons ago, all from 
buckwheat. I would have got more 
surplus than I did this year if I had 
the time to attend to them. I am only 
at liberty on Sundays, and these were 
mostly wet when the bees were at the 
village.

The principal foods of the Russian 
peasants are salted cucumber, rye 
bread, sour cabbage and buckwheat 
porridge. So you see there Is more or 
less buckwheat sown In every village.

If there is anything else you would 
wish to kndw further regarding bee
keeping and I can furnish you with 
particulars, I shall do so with the 
greatest of pleasure.

HERBERT KIRKHAM,
Vladimir, Russia.
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i QUERIES and 
* ANSWERS \:

♦ . __ __ _______: :
Department conducted by Mr. R. H. Snnih 
St. Thomas, Ontario. Queries may be sent direct 
to Mr. R H Smith or to the office of the can 
adian Bee Journal.]

I. Question : What is the best ma-1 
terial to use for packing In outdoor 
wintering and to what depth should It | 
be used ?

Answer—After trying chaff and cut I 
straw, we are now using dry forest I 
leaves, and find they are less liable in I 
mould or harbor mice. In this locality I 
(when more than one hive is pack- d It, I 
a case) about .one Inch of leaves I 
In the bottom, three inches at the sides,I 
and about six Inches on top ot tne hives.I 
with slats or the hive covers laid on| 
the leaves to hold them down snug.

II. There has been considerable talfcl 
about the proper-sized entrance foil 
hives wintered outside. What has beeti| 
your experience ?

Answer: When the hives are packed| 
in wintering cases, we And an entrance 
about four inches wide and three| 
eights of an Inch deep, sufficient, 
exposed to the prevailing winds I would 
lean a board over the entrance. At ond 
time we used a much narrower en-| 
trance but found they became cloggel 
with dead bees.

III. Do you leave the covers on tM
hives and pack over them, or do }'«■ 
remove them ? W.T.K. |

Answer: We remove the covers 
place the leaves directly on the quil 
covering the frames; if this coverinj 
is much propolized we loosen the red 
part and leave a slight opening to allfl 
moisture to escape; we then lay tlj 
covers on top of the packing, as i 
plained in answer to question No. 11
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IV. I have a number of colonies that 
have refused to take syrup, although 
they are light of stores, not having 
full combs to make up the deficiency. 
What is best to be done with such; 
would It be wise or otherwise to leave 
feeders on all winter ?

C. H., Aurora.
Answer: Reasons why they would not 

take the syrup; It may be that the 
colonies are queenless, too weak In bees 
or the weather too cold. If they are 
good average colonies and are to be 
wintered In packed cases outside, I 
would leave the feeder on and cover It 
up well to retain the heat and the 
bees should come through all right.

If they are "wintered In a cellar the 
I feeders may be left on .or a cake of 
I bee candy laid on top.

V. How would It do to winter bees 
I In a shed above ground, having an en
trance through the wall to the outside,

| and covering the hives with straw ?
"Beginner."

Answer: If the shed was facing the 
I south, with a good roof, I know of no 

reason why bees should not winter 
I well packed In straw, providing the 
I other necessary conditions were pres- 
lent, viz., plenty of good stores, v31.111- 
latlon and a good thick cushion u'v.cd 
] directly above the frames.

R. H. 8.
St. Thomas. Ont.

THE NATIONAL BEE-KEEPERS' 
ASSOCIATION CONVENTION

Another slight postponement of the 
I.Xational Convention seems to be u„- 
lavoidable. The Fat Stock show uo.'n 
Iwhlch we have depended for reduced 
Irates upon the railroads, has been post- 
Iponed two weeks. The reason given is 
I the Inability of the builders of the 
amphitheatre to secure structural steel 
[for the same," and they don’t wish to 
hold the show out of doors, hence the 
delay. Of course, there will be no 
excursion rates during the first wees 
In December, and, as It would be sul-

213

cldal to attempt to hold a convention 
without excursion rates, the execu
tive committee has decided to postpone 
the convention two weeks in order to 
take advantage of the Fat Stock show 
rates. The dates for the convention 
will now be December 19, 20 and 21.

The place of meeting has also been 
changed to Brunt Hall, In the Bush 
Temple of Music, corner of Clark St., 
and Chicago Av. This was done because 
It was feared that the accommodations 
at the Revere House might prove too 
limited. The Chicago bee-keepers, wl .n 
their customuiy enterprise and liberal
ity, wll pay for the- use of the hall. 
It Is only .Ive minutes walk north from 
the Revere H- use, corner of Clark and 
Michigan .meets, which will be head 
quarters for the members. This new 
place of meetings is In a new build
ing, where everything Is modem. There 
are adjoining committee rooms, toilet 
rooms, good d.inking water and eleva
tor service both day and night.

W. Z. HUTCHINSON, 
Secretary.

First Day.
Evening Session—7.30 p.m.

"Wax-Rendering Methods and Their 
Faults," O. L. Hershiser. Buffalo, N.Y.

“Can the Tariff on Comb Honey be 
Tinkered to the Advantage of the U. S. 
Bee-Keeper?” Hilbreth & Segelken, N. 
T.

Second Day.
Morning Session—9.30 a.m.
“How Many Bees Shall a Man Keep? 

E. D. Townsend, Remus, Mich.
“Short Cuts In Bee-Keeping," M. A. 

Gill, Longmont, Col.
"Producing Both Comb and Extract

ed Honey on the Same Colony," James 
A. Green, Grand Junction, Col.

Question Box.
Afternoon Session—2.00 p.m.
“The Control of Increase," L. Stach- 

elhausen, Converse, Texas.
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"Migratory Bee-Keeping—R. H. Hol- 
termann. Brantford. Canada.

"The Dtettc and Hygienic Value of 
Honey,” Dr. Eaton, Chicago, 111.

Question Box.
Evening Session—7.30 p.m.
“Contagious Diseases Among Bees 

and How to Distinguish Them,” Dr. R. 
Howard, Fort Worth, Texas.

"Experimental Apiculture,” Dr. E. F. 
Phillips, Washington, D.C.

Third Day.
Morning Session—9.30 a.m.
“The Honey Producers' League— 

Can It Help Bee-keepers?" R. L. Tay
lor, Lapeer, Mich.

“The Business End of Bee-Keeping,” 
N. E. France, Platteville, Wis.

"Successful Experience In the Mak
ing of Honey Vinegar,” H. M. Arnd, 
Chicago, III.

Question Box.
Afternoon Session—2.00 p.m.
"In What Way can Bee-Keepers Se

cure Their Supplies at Lower Prices ” 
W. H. Putnam, River Falls, Wls.,

"How the "Producer and Dealer May 
Advance Their Mutual Interests,” Fred 
W. Muth, Cincinnati, Ohio.

Question Box.
Evening Session—7.30 p.m.
"What Have We to Hope for from 

the Non-Swarming Hive?” L. A. As- 
plnwall, Jackson, Mich.

“Poultry-Keeping for the Bee- 
Keeper," E. T. Abbott, St. Joseph, Mo.

W. Z. HUTCHINSON,
Secretary.

AUTUMN.
Winds are swelling 
Round our dwelling,
All day telling 
Us their woe;
And at vesper 
Frosts grow crisper,

As they whisper 
Of the snow.

—Thomas Buchanan Read.

THE O. B. K. A. CONVENTION.
Dear C. B. J.:

If It wouldn't be considered an Intru
sion, I would like to say a word or two 
In reference to the recent convention 
of Ontario Bee-keepers’ Association

If any doubts ever existed as to bee. 
keepers being enthusiasts, they were 
all dispelled at that convention—a con
vention In a large city with its many 
counter-attractions, with the Ontario 
Fruit. Flower and Honey Show in pro
gress; a convention whose place of 
meeting was moved twice during the 
sessions, and yet no falling-off of 
members 'n attendance, no lagging in 
interest, not a dull moment from start 
to finish. This, Mr. Editor, sp-iks 
volumes for the level-headedness nnl 
intelligence of the r,embers of the O. 
B. K. A., and should be regarded as 
conclusive evidence that the affairs cf 
the Association are exceptionally veil 
managed. The lectures, pape 'S, ad
dresses and contributions were all goad 
and the bee-keeper who did not att- al | 
certainly missed a great opportunity. 
That “Trip to Jamaica,” by Mr. Laiug, I 
was pleasant and convincing, and the 
heart-to-heart visits with, and the 
public addresses of, our American I 
cousins, Mr. O. L. Hershiser of Biitfak. | 
N.Y., and Mr. W. Z. Hutchinson of "the 
Review,” Flint, Mich.’ contributed I 
largely to the pleasure of convention | 
week; hope they'll come again.

Your correspondent was the guest of I 
President Slbbald and his estimable 1 
wife, at their beautiful residence. 4mi| 
Givens street, during a part of conven
tion week, and would say that, sis en
tertainers, as host and hostess. I hey I 
thoroughly understood their business I 
Miss Slbbald, sister of our w nthyf 
President, kindly favored with sonn I 
choice selections on the piano. l'hif 
visit to that model home, so perfect ini 
all its surroundings and appointments,I 
and to that dear family, so happily I 
constituted, wilt long remain a bright | 
spot on memory’s page. H

I Bals 
I Blau 
Iflee- 
iBran

Edlto
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Would offer one 6-I11. and one 10-la 
comb foundation mill In exchange fol 
Honey, Beeswax or Bees.

R. H. SMITH, St. Thomas.

DO NOT LET YOUR BEES Dll

Size of Entrance for Outdoor Win- Would exchange bee-keepers* su,]»- ]
taring ..................... ............................. 21^ plies for beeswax or light extracted j

Test of Alexander's Swarming Plan 2» foney. Ooold. Shapley & Muir Co, 
"The Man Who is Afraid" (Poetry) 59 Ltd., Brantford. Ont._____________ j
Unripe Honey...............................  ....134 Would exchange 50 Doolittle Division]
Value of Time In the Apiary (G. A. board Feeders fop cash or beeswax.

Deadman)............................................... 18 F. P. ADAMS, "Bow Park,"
Veterinary Value of Honey ............... 15 Brantford, Ont.
Wax Adulterated. Hon to Detect ..67 ---------------- -— — 1 ......... . ------ -
Will Pool Honey Crop........................... 186 FOR SALE.
Winter Entre «ices ...................................255 77~ T : ; ~m
Winter Flights (F. P. Adams) ... 69 $10.00 will buy a hand-power clr alar
Wintering Queens ................................... 94 *»w machine. Freight pi naid to rny|
Wintering Bees (D. Chalmers) ......114 station in Ontario. Apply J. A. D. id-
Work in the Apiary, October (Da- man, Brussels Ont

l*ant^ .....................................................$50 will buy gasoline motor and out-
^^ f̂it for bicycle, nearly new, cost me

xnvroTlsrurwTS *100.00 wholesale; could be used foil
AUVUVllSLni-n is running extractor. Apply G. A. D ad -|

Advertisements for this column will man, Brussels Ont. 
be. received at the rate of 25 cents for 
25 words, each additional word one 
cent. Payments strictly In advance, as 
the amounts are too small to permit 
of book-keeping. Write copy of ad. 
on a separate sheet from any other 
matter and on one side of the paper 
only. Say plainly how many times ad.
Is to be inserted. Matter must reach 
us not later than the 23rd of each 
month.

WANTED.

WANTED—First-class light extract
ed honey, state quantity and size o' 
package. Foster & Holtermann, Brair- 
ford, Ont.

WANTED—No. 1 clever or basswo d 
honey, quote price and say how put up. 
would also contract for your next sea
son’s crop. G. A. Deadman, Brussels. 
Ont.

If you have neglected to feed then 
or if it was too late and they did ncl 
take down the syrup DC) NOT ALl.iil 
THEM TO STARVE, besides the loq 
IT IS CRUEL, IT IS WRONG.

Buy Devonshire Bee Candy and leur] 
It on the top of the frames. In 1-lj 
cakes, 10c per lb. Medicated to pr^ 
vent fould brood, 12V4c.

Goold, Shapley l Muir Co. urni
BRANTFORD, CANADA

WANTED—A few gallons of good 
sorghum. W. J. Craig, Brantford, Ont.

WANTED—A light democrat or mar
ket wagon. D. Tattersall, Grandview, 
Ont.

TO EXCHANGE.

Would exchange two-frame reversible 
extractor (not automatic) for bees or 
honey. Wm. Bayless, Grandview, Ont.

CANADIAN

POULTRY REVIS
Now In its Twenty-Seventh Test 
Canada’s Leading Poultry Paper 

POULTRY, NOTHING BUT POULT!
Never leas than ,8 pages. Full reports I 

awards at all Canadian shows.

SAMPLE FREE

3 years................................. .............................

address; TORONTO, CAl


