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REPORT
OF

Survey at Bay of Exploits, b> J^^mes P. Howley, F.G. S., 1886.

St. JolmV F..|,. -i.-ith. iM.s:.

'I'hi' Hull, ^iirrijinr (iiiicntl.

Snt. -

1 111".; i<i >uliiiiil tlif rollowiiiu !ii'|Miit. uiili ilic a((i)in|iaiiyiii.r

)il;Mi ul' niv liist sca-i'iTs liflil-work in tlir May uT l'A|i|(iit-. for the

!iil'i)rmali<iii nf the (iuMTiiiiicii!.

I)iiiiii.;- the la>t Sc-i.iii of flic Li-i-latii'c. a Hill for llx'

I'jirmiiaijciiiciit of Airriciiltmc ainl tlir scttiiiL' apart of (••riaiii

trails of comitry as a-riculliiral ilistricts for tlic larrviii!.' o'lt of

llic |iro\i>ioiis tlirrcof. Iia\iiii: licrn ])a>-ril. I wa-i rrfi-rri'il to i. . to

llir iiiosi .>iiiialrlc li.ialitii's for thi' istalili>lim('iit of >iirli M'ti!r-

"K'lit a- the Hill roiitcinplalril. Till' oliii.'ct iii'iii'j to coiiiiiiiii'

-iii:ill fariaiii,-- with li>liiiii;-. ami the cviuviuii's of ilu' |m'o|)|i" rirn's-

-ilaliii.' aitioii witli i\ . littli' lii'iay as jiossihlc, i \va> iiatiirailv lol

to ivi oiiimi'iiil thoM' parts of our sca-coa-t v iicro irood laiuls were

known to i'\i>t. hut. at the saim- tiim. ri'inivr.! a- far w- po-sililc

from the lian.-fiil inllufncc of foi:s an.! <-olil wimU. whiii- still

wiihiii ray narli of tlie noii;lilporirm fi.-liinu-irroiiinU. 'i'lic-i- con-

iilrralions iiiiliiccil • to jx.int out sonic of tlio ilccpcr ami^ am!
indciitarions of our imipal Hays where sinh londitions pre-

vaileil. Amonirst the latter, the heaiitiful Bay of Kxploits in

Xotre Dame liay, seenieil espeiially ailajiteil for the jmrpoMv It

line, ilear atmosphere, excellent soil, ami ahumlamc of tiniher: its

::ieat e.Mcnt of scahoaril availaMe for xttlenicnt: ami aliovc all.

ii> proximity to the Shore ami f.alinnlor Ki>h.eries. rcmlcr it <le-

c'lieliy ti;e m.ist ile.^iraMe iocality en the Ka-tern >iile of tlie

l-laml. The (Jovcrnnien: were pleased to aereitt tjio.-e eonsiilera-

iion>. anil I wa- acconiin^ily in.trnetel to proreeil tliither ami
make the neeessary surveys.

Our partv. consistin,!,' of eidit men. two ehainmoii, ami an a-

sistant. Mr. Alhcrt Bayly, arrived at Dominion Point on the 21th
of .Tnne last, and no time was lost in commencinjr the actual work
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of the survi'v. l»ivviou» to li'avm;; St. JolmV ,» ^'du.l Kn,it ua^ pro-
vi(lc«l t'(ir the (((ii-t Mirvfv. and (.iImt- were liiiv.l. ;,, nMiiiiivd.

(Iiiriii>r thf projrnsH of the work. Knowing;, from form.T .viH-n-
etice ill the hcilitv, that the \\,i\ had h.vii wvy iin|M.iiVr!lv ,iir

veved lieretofd e: in fact, tliat iioiiiiiiM: hoyond a mciv >k.'t. ii-inap

represented this important iidet upon our lust (liaii-: it «a-
deem, d necessary as a preliminary work, to nrnkc n ihuroiiji iri_'-

onoiiu'trieal survey of the enfiiv Hay. .\ siiilaMc plar,. lur.ii"..

heen sehvted on the soutli side of Nnrris Arm for ih,- mr;,-iuvn.,.ni
of an accurate l.usc line, and lrv(,iicn! nl,>cr\alini,. Ii.mm- ,ccm
taken to estnhlish a true meridian, the work nf triap-ulation «a,
soon fairly .(minieiicecl. and was continued thruM.-iiont tiic month
of .July and part of Au-ust. Kvery fcatmv ,<( the ..,a-t-linc. v>iih
its various arms. c(,ves. i.sjaiids Ac.. u,i- rarcfuilx l.n.ii d.t in. 'I'll,

triaii^Milntioii was connected with the .\<lmiialiv Survcv .d' StalV-
f.-mmander .Maxwell. K.N.. at Northern Head and" l<;x,doit>.
Burnt Island, and on the eastern si.le it terminateil at S„ulli Head
When the whole work has l...cn projcrted on a lar-e s.alc I have
reason to hdieve tin- result will he found a mo>t n.^ful and vaiu-
ahle addition to the manuscripf-niaps in the Dcpa. tmei.t.

The latter part of tlie season was entirely devoted to the run-
ning: out of Township lines an.l l.|,„.kin,o oiY. i„t,. >uitahh. .ix.'d
li«rm-Iots. all the availal.le land towards the head of the liav the
I'-undaries and h,catit.n of all land, already ^ranted or occ'upiod
he^l^^ at the same time, determined, l-verv mile or MM-tiun wiiere
not claimed, havinir a fronta... ,.n the <hnre. is i,.,w divided info
e.^^ht lots, numhered from ri.dit to left, and eaeh fn ..hains i„
vvKlth. A road allowance of one chain wi.le ,s reserved at evcrv
North and South section line, an.l each alternate Ka^l and Wet
section line. All .side lines ami hack lines of h... ntn either \orth
an, South or East, and West true; con>e.r • ,'., „„., ,,., ,„ ,„
n^rht angles, and there can l,e no co..,!lc,n,, "f l„.,;„darv line.
hen-after if the system is adhered to. .\t the curne,-. ,.f every lot
posts were driven down, upon which the numl,er. se^.tion. town<hio
nml rari^e was le.il.'y written in red : co-^espondin. nnml.er;
&<•.. indi.at.. each lot on the accompanvinu- plan. .\lt, ether ]'-
l"ts. avera,ri,^. a little over ISI', acres each, or a total o|

"

,;*;o
acre.s were thus staked off, and are now ready for immediate oc-
••upation. Thou..h apparently intricate at fir;t si^ht the sv'ro,

,

I

I
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I

fi.|u|ii. (I i. (.!' ihc ^iiti|il<'«t |K»>.-il>Ic luiturt'. ati>! will in- fimiiil

;;ri|lllS I" I'iltllit.l!.' till' ivMlill;: dl' (Mllllt- III t!li- lurlllllN. 'I'llf 111-

li'ii.lii'.: -«:ili'r iiit'il mil lu'ci'ssirils lie ji((iiiiiiii|i\l willi tin- lufiin-

III' I'l' illiv '.|' llii' t<Mlii« ll»f(l : Imxill;; -i li'rtcd ^i |ii| \v|in || he \u-ll('-

•" •
I ;ii!ii a (iiaiit lor. In- m-d (.iilv iiuiki a cui to t tu|i\ nf tin- No..

I'^ii - '!'"'.Mili'|t iiii.i S.Miinii, 11- iiiarkfd oil llif I iii'i-|io.i.. iiii.!

!'' 'lit l!ir ;iiiii' lo till' ('i-o\Mi K:iii(l«" l>i'|>artiii''iit. 'aIicic tiic v\-

" In. Illr.v. I,ii|||pi:iri(-. MICH. \r.. ail' al Olici' .«fl'll lp\ rcriTcllii' to

the plan. 'i'Jif ii i^y ol' tlu'f lands i« d('|K'iidciil !i|,o!i. aiil iiiadc

'" '"iil'iMii unh. ihf .ii'iicia! >y-tfiii of 'I'ou ii-liiji Siii-,r\. ,miii-

iiK'ii'"! 1.: i
>-.'. I>in-i,i.- il.iil .•a-u.i Mr. Ilai-.ry and iiivm'II' ra.'

•"" » -taii'^ird iiii'iidiaii. and a 'ia,M> line, on a |ianillrl <,( l.itiiii.l

I'ni-iiiri- ii|. tii,. ,,,iiiitr\. 'I'll,, f. irr di\iilc- iln' .(Miniry into two
!"i""!i-- I'-i-i an I U.M: 111,. liMicr into a Xmlli and .'^niitii div-

''"'!• ' '!> I'- mile, {•;a>t and UV«i (d' tin- standard naiii'ian i-

' lii-i >' ai '

• .' \ -iv mile- Nortli and South oi' iji,. |iiiii, ipal

I'lirallcl !> a 'rouiivlni.. dcnoiiiinatcd Xorth o- Soiiili. Ka^f or
\'.i'-!. a.cMidin. In ihi'ir rr-|u',tivc |insitioiis. ('oMMM,nriitl\. ili,'

ia d liM.I ..:r 111,. n;i~l .-..a«on i> all iiii-ludcd williin 'rowii>lii|„ 1

M, i J. North l,'ani:v> V. VI. and Vrr. r<:ast.

|-
11' I iiai:aiartcr «d' tlii. -oil in this l,M-aIity xaric, con idcrahlv.

Ii i>. I'o; the nio-t |.art. an arrt'iiacfoiis lonin. with occa-i* mil
jmt. Ill's (d' ma di and interval lands. Tlion<,'h not of first- s

<|iialit_v. it Is. lu'vcrtlit'lcss. all fairly -oo.i. cspc. iailv the pat <

of intrr\al. Tlinv arc idar.'s where the soil is ninii -ne.; inhered
•.>i;fi I, ;dd,.r.. hut when the latter are retnoved. iroo,; nop..^ can
It rai.M.d heiv -i, elsewhere. This was (•'.,, 'v ,.'.id,.,i .! „n the
farm of oi:r John (.'ill. lot .\o. :. .Section : lowiiship -i. Xortli
l.'aii-c \'l. l-:a>t. 'i'h(> industry and |iri>cveraiice ,,( this induid-
nal ha.- resulted in the possession of n comfortal.le home for hiin-
''( "lu! f.'iinii;,. v.iih a idciitifMl supply of the iu.,-c.>.-aric, and even
nian,\ nf the lii.Miric, of jif... Althouirli not a farmer in the trie
MMi-e (d' the icrni. and heini;- very delicieiit in the -iipply ,d' i.roper
!:iniiiic:- implement- and a.'cessaries. he ha-, neverthelc.-s. man-
a':ed. hy dint <d" hard hihor. to hrinj: under eulli\aiion .-ome ci-hd
or ten acre- of wihlernes.s. which supplies him with al-iindance of
ve-etahles. and hay for his cattle. Ho has his own 'leef. pork,
poultry. c,--s. milk, huttor, &c.. and raises an avcra-ie of 2r,0 Wh.
potatoe. nnniially. whieli ho can readily dispose of at a irood price
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til tlu' iiihal'itaui> of tin- onttT Bay. The alnuulant tinilier Mip-

plv ut' till' siuidiinilinu' riirc>t.» (n'l'iipios his tiiiio in winter, the pm-
ihiti' 111' wliicli inn>iil<'ralil_v anuincnts his iut-onic, whiili he inform

ri\ iin' \v;i- mill li i>\ci- 'JldO piT vcai'. AnotluT man naiiicil I'oitt'r.

\'.iiii al:" ilt'i-iM'- lii> ciiit'f snppnrt from thf land, is ('(pially jiros-

pt'ions. 'rhcsr ail' I'lit a i'ow examples of wjiat may he aetoin-

plisheil e\iii in a cnule way. hy jHTseverin^' industry applied >oli-

'y to the Iniid. The iK)tato erop invarial)ly does well here, rarely

I'M'r la;!-, and -iicli pe>ts as the wireworm and potato huir are en-

liii'ly tiiikiii.-.ui. ('apt. James Winsor, on his extensive elearin^r

at |)oininiiin Pniiit. lias in a inore tiioronuh inanner. ileinipn>trated

..! -M tiie '-apaiiilities of thr soil are. His crop of hay. nats. harlev.

i!n'iiip< am! |i(:!ati'i'> uere all \er; tine. Barley id' i^ouil ,irrain was

lully ri|H' in Aiiiin-t. lie al.-^o exhihited a irood urain of wheat,

'i''!: Ii" a--iil-. <aii le sincessfully rai.^ed every year, as he has

pru\en liy actual experiment. His kitihen-,i:arden di-playi'd a ma;;-

II ''in' :t':-';. ' i I'l'as. rarmt^. parsnips, iettiii-r. i-aMia'.'.e-. I^'et.

i>iii>>ii~, \i'::v;;ii.|i' maiious, and other ordinary ,uar<ieii root crops,

all (d' which xv.t- a- fine as I have ever .«eeii in anv part i>\' tiie

country. .Ml (!ic.-i. facts, taken toirether, leave no ruoni for

doulit a- to tr„. iiamra! i-apaliilities of the soil under fairly -kille.i

iiiiiiiaL'cn,ciit. 'i'iic indigenous irrowtli of forest tree> aiiipiv testi-

'i'
~ a> III i!)c

:
cMcral iharacter of the i.'-reat iinrei-'aiined rcj-ion

siirni'.iiidiii- the >hores of the Bay herealiont. and extendini;- alonii-

'I"' ''a^ik- iif t!ic K\|i|i.!ts 1,'iver for many mile-; up it^ course.

I ic c I- liiil, !i. add i'espectin,u^ this re.irioTi of the country, ex-

<ept as to climaic. Duriui;- the early ]iart nf la-t -casmi t!u' wca-
!!!'•: c\nc:'ici . -fl '.v^i- ra'lici' wet and .-torniy. a companicd Itv fre-

I'lcnf tk'iPder and ii,-iitnin-: hut the heavy ea ;tcrly ami iiorthc;--

h '''"-' '-vliici; were su injurious ontside. and so ^rcatlv retarded
li-hin- i.iH i'atioiis. had little or no ilama--in,u- ell'ect up ihe ISay.

Fii::s. -m ii a- are exiieriemed aloiiL:' the sea-diore. ne\ei- reach up
';ere. ,-i;d Tor the /ivatcr part of the season, the days aiv extrenieiv
l"'i-lii .am! warm. Dnrin- the latter part of the .reason, especiall'v

in the nil. nth- of Ociolier and Xo\einlier. the weather wa< simiiiv
ii'h-litfni. even e\i lin.-- that experienced on a foianer occasion.
(See l.'cpiMf for liS82).

(i;ie u '•! ellV'ct of the snrvey was to create an interest in the
land and an impetus to cultivation amonirsf the settlers here.
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uiuMv liiMvluluiv httlf iiiaiiifcstcd itsrlf. All tlio-r already settled

iIkuii Iiccmiih' iiiKst aiixiiiii.v Id Mcijiiire titles to tiit'ir lit(ldiiiL:>. F.ti-

i]iiiric- w-y<- I iiiistaiiiiv iiiai.'i' ii- In tlic Iithi- ii|m.ii v.!i.r|i till' lam:

|-'iiili| \ir MUtiiiiinl. aii'l .-r\i'i-a! aip|>!i.atiiiii^ wn- -i-iw mm i!ii!-;ii,

the suiuiiiiM'. Some tuclvr ui' niorc lots on ihr Sdntii >i(|,. ,,r

Xdiilierii Arm wen- im .-.mhici' .^takcd nir tliaii they were ininiedi-

alely .-oii-ht aftrf \r raniilic-. jii.-i nr.i\r(l IV.idi ;Iic Im. •!!,•!- S!i,.iv.

wliK-h latter |ila<-c tlii^y ucrr dliliuvd |,, aliaiid.ni. I.ate in tlie ailtuiiili.

the )ir((|ilf ,,r the i.iKrr |!jiy l'|._;a!i lo llni'j., <i|i ii,Mv in tl|,.j.- :|,,;||-

and cral'l fnr timlicr. Sc.nir ol' tiMv-c niv.jij,. raim' ^'MTal iii^ii'- n

••'" "l"''i l'"ii'- ••Hid III !li,' lici-li! of a -all' nf v.liid. I.. ,;ihI out iii

iaiii|i and riiaki> cn.iiiiric- alui.it a].)dM'n,- fur land. rtr. A I'ru .d"

tlii' .\i.\a S.ulian Itindn'rnu'n (iiiplnu-' ,!< \\),- \h,tu',\t'\u\, I'.iiin,

si\i-niill. hi ill- an lull- !.. mmiIc doun li,iv. apjiliiMJ ii, m,. toi' in-

I'nriiiatidi]. and upon my recmniieniiatidii. l.c-aii to .-leai- some
^•"•"" i"' ill l'i'!i :- Arm lirfurf u-.> Irli. (in tnrmrr o.va^ioiis.

a- 111 the Codroy \'a!lcy and St. (Jcor-v'- I'.a;.. I ha\i' -vn -uiiilar

indiirriviicf touai'ds iiiili/inu- tlw land all at on.-c --jm. place to a
most |i',,.|\ intiMV-t and activity on tiir pari of the

|
u!,' a- mmmi

"- ''"? "-""' 'hr (I'ovcrnmeiit di.-po.-rd to help thrni aloii-. and
MM'lf r\|iil,it a wcli-foinidcd ii(diet in tlic -.aliic of the lands |,y

M'tidin.. ,|in,M;„o- pjifiics to l,|,„-k tllem ,'\r. Afi.'i- i1h' cxpcridlirr
"i iliis an' former oe.-asions in the Kxploit. Valley. I caimnt for
I moment doid.t that th.' reu'iou i- de-lined in the fiiriire to '-e-

'""" ''"' 'i'"'"' "I' ;i !!ii':;<' niid ihrivin,; popidation. There i> no
po-siM.' rea.on that 1 can -ee why if -hoiild not l,e rapahi- nf sup-
porting many 'lioiisuhU of our

|
pie. of ,oiir,-r. 'h!'..;-,. ^ux ex-

tensive s,.lt|,.|, nt ean take place. ro;,d- nni-l liece-sirilv l,e'eoll-

-trneted. -o a- to utilize i!ie land- in i ,c ,var, and ni. the river

^''"''>-
'

'lii^'' indicated on the plan -om.' of the ,i •c^,ary
'""'- ••" l'i''-''iil reipiired. A mail! line exfihli,!- li-oii, Xorthern
^"" fi'i'"-- '" PeiiM-V Ann. thcne to |),,minion Point. W'i-wam
Point, and linally aloie; the ue-i -ide of the niain r-ver. app<.ar-. to

""' ''"' '''-' de-ideiMiiiii, .\iiotlier liiie froi,, \,,iTi> Arm to H'lrni
•^'"' ""' '^^i'" ''"" ""iild op,..; up a lar-e irad e'' iMiil. and
prove extreme!, ii.cful to the lar-e p,,pularion in the latter hieal-
ily. .\ line exh.ndiim from the head n( Xorri- \r,ii to Burnt Ba\.
a liManee ,,r -ome i\v,.|\v mih^s thron-h .-i -ood piece of enuntrv.
"""''I '"I'iici the settlements Ml that direction, viz.: .\t Burnt
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]V.[\. I-(ioii \'r,\\. :m.l Coinlort Cove with tliOM' of the Exploits, and

iiM(li)nlit('(lly prove ii v;iIiim1)I(' iiu-ans of intorcoiinminicatioii be-

twci'ii these now isolated settlements. •

Towards tlio close of tile sea-oii. a >acl and fatal accident, re-

sulting in the drownini; of Mr. William Knierson. the assistant

•I'ainnian >A' the |>art>. for a while threw a i:reat cloud over the

wiiolc vtalf. iim! ;:reatlv retarded the operations of the survey.

The lartieulars ol' this sad occurrence ha\in,L'' already heen made

pnliiic, it is unnecessary to detail them now: l>ut T cannot omit rc-

ntarkin-j Im'I-c that the ait of >wini'ninu shouhl he fostenwi and en-

iiMiraut'd anioni|-t oiir \oMtli of all ciji>se>. It i^ I'cally astoiiishin^r

that for a sea-fa rinu population like (>nr>. .so \(>rv few learn to

swim. I am fully coii\ince(l that one half the annual deaths liy

drowmiiij- are attrihutahle to this cause.

in conclusion. I ha\e ordy to reiterate wluit has already heen

so freipiiMitly put I'orward. that such, districts of lountry as the

pre-ent h'ep.ort refers to, if |uit in a |>ropei- '•ondition for settle-

ment, with a thrifty and imhistrious ( ii.ss of people introduced.

tlicrcim. cannot fail to lieconie an accpiisition of prosperity and

happiness to the .-ctt!er> tluMUselves ns well as a vahialilc a-set to

the country at lariie. in this coni^ection. 1 Uo'j: mo.4 respectfully

to suii'.'.'fst that no time should I)e lost next year in carrying out the

provisions id' the Avricuitura! Bill rrdatixc to the intro<lucti(ui of

inch settler- in this reuion, thus renderinu' its practical applica-

tifui appaveiit. and not allowinLr it to remain a dead-let':er on our

Statutes.

I ha\(' the honoi- to l"'. Sii-.

^'onr ol)edient servant.

(.Signed). J.\y\\:s V. [lOWLKY. F.(;.S.

TiiK llo\. .\i,h;ki) Pkxxey. >r.H.A.,

Siin-ri/iir Geiwrnl.
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