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INTRODUCTION.

IS Majefty having thought proper, to take
into His Royal Confideration, the modes
in which the Manual and Platoon Exercifes are
at prefent performed by his Troeps ;—and itap-~
_pearing to His Majefty, that fome alterations
might be made in both, which would be produc-
tive of great utility, and advantage to His Ser-
vice ;—particularly, by reducing the unneceflary
length of the former ;—His Majefty is therefore
pleafed, hereby to recall, and cancel His former
Regulations, refpetting the Adanual and Platoon
- Exercifes, and to order that, in their ftead, the
following fhall be adopted, and invariably prac-
tifed in future, by His whole Army. ’

BY HIS MAJESTY’S COMMAND,

WILLIAM FAWCETT,
ApjuTANT GENERAL,

Adjutant Geperal’s Office,
April 20, 1792,
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MANUAL ano PLATOON EXERCISE.

Pofition of the Soldier undsr drms.

HE equal fquarenefs of the fhoulders, and "
body, to the front, is the firft, and great
principle of the pofitien of the foldier :—The
neels muft be in a line, and clofed :—1'he kness
ftraight, without ftiffnefs :—The toes turned
out, {o that the feet may form an angle of about-
60 degrees :—The arms hang near the body,
but not fiff ; the flat of the hand, and little fin- -
ger, touching the thigh, and the thumbs as far
back as the feams of the breeches :—The elbows
and fhoulders are to be kept back :—The belly
rather drawn in ; and the breaft advanced, but
without conftraint :—The body to be upright,
but inclining rather forwards, fo that the weight
of it may bear chiefly on the fore part of the feet :
—The head to be ere& ; and neither turned to
the right, nor to the left ; the eyes alone will be
glanced to the right,

The body of the foldier being in this pofition,
the firelock is to be placed in his left hand, a-
gainft the thoulder ; his wrift to bealittlz turned
out ; the thumb alone to appear in front ; the
four fingers to be under the butt; and the left
elbow to be rather bent inwards, fo as not to be

Az feparated
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feparated from the body, or to be more backward
or forward than the right one :—The firelock
muft reft full on the hand, not on the end of the
fingers ; and be carried in fuch manner, as not
to raife, advance, or keep back one fhoulder more
than the other ; the butt muft therefore be for-
ward, and as low ascan be permitted without
conftraint ; the fore part a very little before the

~ front of the thigh 3 and the hind part of it preffed
by the wrift againft the thigh :—It muft be kept
fteady, and firm, before the hollow of the fhoul-
der ; thould it be drawn back orcarried-too high,
the one fhoulder would be advanced, the other
<ept back, and the upper part of tae body would
be difterted, and not {quare with refpect to the
limbs. - ’

MANUAL EXERCISE.

Words of ExprawaTiON.

commande . s . .
Bring the firelock to the trail in 2 motions as

15, @-der ufual, feizing it at the 18 at the lower loep, jufk
&S above the {well ; at the 2d, bring it down to the
3 Bfaties. right fide, the butt within two inches of the
ground 3 atthe 3d, drop the butt on the ground,
placiag the muzzle againft thehollow of the right
fhoulder, and the hand flat upon the fling.
=4, Fie At the word, fix, place the thumb of the right
srurets. hand, as quick as poffible, behind the barrel, ta-
king a gripe of the firelock ;3 as.foon as the word
of command is fully out, pufh the firelock a lit-
tle forward, at the fame time drawing out the
bayonet with the left hand, and fixing it withthe
utimoit celerity :—The inftant this is done, re-
turn
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turny-as quick as pofiible, to the order, asabove
‘deferibed, and ftand perfectiy fteady.

As foon as the word fboulder is given, take a3d. - Shosl-
gnpe of the firelock with the right hand, as in fix- %7 &7
ing bayonets, and.at the-laft word arms; the fire-
lock muft be thrown with the- rwht hand in one
motion, and  with as little appearance. of effort,
as poffible,. -into : its proper pofition.on-the lete
fhoulder ;=—the hand croffes the body.in fo do- -
ing, but muft: mftantly be withdrawn. :

Iﬂ' Seize the firelock with the. right hand, 425, Pre-
under the guard, turning the"lock to the front,fent armi-
but without moving it from the fhoulder. 3 Murians,
. 2d. Bring it to the poize, feizing it with the
left hand, the fingers extended along. the-fling,
the: wrlﬂ' upon - the guard, -and the: pomt of the
left thumb of equal height with the eyes..

3d. Bring down the firelock witha' quick mo- .
tion, as low as the right hand will admit without
conﬂramt, drawxnv back the: nght foot at_ the
fame inftant, fo- that the hollow of it may touch
the left heel. —The firelock in this pofition is td
be totally fupported in the'left hand ;—the body
to-reft entirely on the Jeft fcot ,—-both knees to
‘be ftraight.. .7 -

1t Bv .a. turn.of the right wr"’: brmtr thesb Shoiil-
firelock to its proper pofition.on: the {hox.lder as ¢ der arms.
defcribed above, 'the left hand grafping the butt :
—2d.'Quit the right hand,: brlr‘gmg it britkly
down to its place:by.the fide,

‘It At one -motion throw. thP ﬁre}ocx from 6h.
the fhoulder acrofs:the body, to a low diagonal  Cherge
recoverya pofition known in many regiments by “bayenct

- the:name; of -perting: armsy: or. preparing for the, ]’fotwns.
charge;in which the lock is to be turned to. the
front; and at the height of the breaft ;- the:muz- -

“zle: ﬂantmg upwarde, fo. that. the barrel:may crofs

A oppoﬁte

2 Moticrss
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- oppofite the point of the left thoulder, with the
butt proportionally deprefled : the right hand
grafps:the {mall of the butt, and the left holds
the piece at the fwell, clofe* to the lower pipe,
the thumbs of both hands pointing towards the
muzzle.

2d. Make a half face to the right, and bring
down the firelock to nearly a horizontal pofiti-
on, with the muzzle inclining a little upwards,
and.the right wrift refting againft the hollow of
the thigh, juft below the hlp .

N. B. The firft-motion of the charge:is-the
pofition. which -the foldier will, either from:the

“-ihoulder, or after firing, take, in order to ad-
vance on an.enemy, whom it is intended to at-
tack with fixed bayonets s and the word of com-
mand for that purpofe is, « prepare to charge.”
T'he fecond pofition of the. charge is that which
the front rank takes, when arrived ata few :yards
diftance anly from the bedy tobe attacked. The
firft motion of the chargeisalfo that which fentries
are to take, when challenging any perfons who
approach their pofts.

‘{7“" Steaul- . Face to the front, and throw.up the piece

4™ into its pofition on the fhoulder, by.aturn of the

2 Mosions. right wrift, inftantly.grafping the butt, as above
delcribed, Wlth the left hand..

II. Qnt the firelock brifkly: with the right

hand, bringing it to its proper place’by the fide. -

The men muft be taught likewife to fupport

arms at three motions, throwing the firft.and fe-

_.cond nearly into one: at'the firft motion; they
feize the fmall of:the butt under. the lock with
the right hand, bringing the butt in front of the
groin, and keeping.the lock :fomewhat turned
out : at the fecond they bring:the left arm un-
der the cock : at the:: thu’d they quit- the right

hand
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hand. 1In'carrying arms from the fupport, -the
.motions are exactly reverfed.-” . -
In ‘marching any diftance, or in ftanding .at
eale, when fupported, the-men are allowed to

bring .their right hand acrofsthe body, .to-the -

_{mall of the butt, which latter muft,.in_that cafe,

-be thrown ftill more forward ; the fingers of the

left hand being uppermoft, muft. be:placed bhe-
tween the body, and the right elbow : the right
hands are to. be inftantly removed, .when the di-
vilion halts, or is ordered to. drefs by the right.

‘The motions.in.the manual exercife will, in
future, be performed flower than heretofore,
leaving three feconds between each motion, ex-
.cept that of fixing bayonets, in which a longer
time muft be given.

The manual i$ not to be executed by one
word, ‘or fignal, but -each feparate word of com-
‘mand is to :be given by the officer who com-
mands the body performing it. ,

-In regard to the:motions.of fecuring, grounding,
and frailing, as well as-thofe of piling, &c.it.will
be fufficient for the foldiers to.be taught to-per-
form them:in the.moft.convenient, and quickeft
method.  Returning bayonets.is-to be done from
the order, in the fame manner as fixing them.

The manaal, and platoon exercife, will no:lon-
ger make a regular pact of areview,.but will on-
:ly be gone through, when particularly called for
by the reviewing General.

- The platoon exercife is always to be done with
rauks clofed, except atthe drill. -

-Sentries pofted with thouldered :arms, are-per-
-mitted . afterwards -to" fupport, - but:not. to. flope
them.—On the approach of an officer,:they.im-
-mediately. carry their :arms ;-:and. put-themielves
into their proper pofition,: which is:not to be.done

} at

Dimes

Sentriese
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at the jaftant he pa‘fcs, but by the time ke is
within twenty yards of their poft, (o that they
may be perfettly fteady, before he comes up.
Corporals. . Corporals marching with reliefs, or command-
" ing detachments, or divifions, will carry their
arins advanced, as at prefent ; for which purpofe
a foldier when promoted to that rank, muft be
taugh’, the pofition of advanced arwis,

A c

PLATOON EXERCISE.

Explmzatzm of the fewml Motions, as taught at®
the drill,

Words of ExpLANATION,
command.

14 Make  AS ufual, bringing the firelock to the ;ecwer,
ready. and mﬂamly cocking."
1ft. Slip the left hand along the fling as far as
the fwell of the firelock, and bring the piece
2d. PrefergdOWn to the prefent, ftepping back about fix
inches to the rear with the right foot. :
After firing drop the ﬁrc]ock bn{kly to the
3d. Fire. priming polition.
- 2d. Half cock. o
4tbe Hon- - 1ft, Draw the cartridge from the pouch
f.’; L @' 2d. Bring it to the mouth, holding it between
e the fore—hnger and thumb, and bite off the top-
of it.
ks Prime,  1{t. Shake fome powder into the pan.
' - 2d. Shut the pan with the three laft fingers.
3d. Seize'the fmall of the butt with the above
three fingers. - . .
65 Load. -1 Face to the left on- both hee]s, {o that the
© right toe may point dire&ly to the front, and the
body
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body be a very little faced to the left, bringing
. at the fame time the firelock round to the left
fide without finking it. It thould, in this mo-
mentary pofition, be almoft perpendicular (ha-
ving the muzzle only afinall degree brought for-
ward), and as foon as it is fteady there, it muft
inftantly be forced down within 2 inches of the
ground,: the butt nearly oppolfite the left heel,
and the firelock itlelf fomewhat floped, and di-
re&ly to the front ; the right hand at the fame
inftant catches the muzzle, in_order to ftea~
dy it. o
yzd. Shake the powder into the barrel, putting
in after it the paper and ball. :
3d. Seize the top of the ramrod, with the
forefinger and thumb.
1ft. Force the ramrod half out, and feize it 7tb. Draw
tackhanded exally in the middle. resredse
2d. Draw it entirely out, and turning it with
the whole hand and arm extended from you, put
it one inch into the barrel. .
1ft, Pufh the ramrod down, holding it as be- Raw
fore exally in the midd]e, ’tili the hand touches ff;": carte
the muzzle. . ek
2d. Slip the fore finger and thumb to the up-
per end, without letting the ramrod fall further
into the barrel. P
3d. Puth the cartridge well down to the bot-
tom. ' Lo . ’ - ' ’
4th. Strike it two'very quick ftrokes with the
ramrod. '
1ft. Draw the ramrod half out; catching ity ..
backhandcd‘.f . o _ turn  rame
2d. Draw it entirely out, turning it very’eds
brifkly from you with the arm extended, and put
it into the laops, forcing it as quick as poflible to
the bottom ; then face to the proper front, the
finger
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finger and thumb of the right hand holding the
-ramrod, as in the pofition immediately previous
‘to drawing it, and the butt raifed two inches
from the ground.
10th, Strike the top of the muzzle fmartly with the
Shoulder  joht hand, in order to fix the bayonet, and ram-
™+ rod, more firmly, and at the fame time throw it
nimbly up, at one motion, to the fhoulder. .
N.B. Though the butts are not to come to
the ground in cafting about, as accidents mnay
happen from it, yet they are permitted, while
loading, to be fo refted; but it muft be done
without noife, and in a manner imperceptible in.
the front, - . i

EXPLANATION OF PRIMING AND LOADING

UICK.
Words of <

command. 14 Bring the firelock down in one brifk mo-

tion to the priming pofition, the thumb of the
Prime and¥ight hand placed againft the pan cover, or fteel ;
Jrad, the fingers clenched; and theelbow alittle turned
out, {o that the wrift may be clear of the cock. |
2d. Open the pan, by throwing up the fteel,
with a ftrong motion of the right arm, turning
the elbow in, and keeping the firelock fteady in
the left hand.
3d. Bring your hand round to the pouch, and
draw out the cartridge.
~ The reft as above defcribed, excepting that,
in the quick loading, all the motions are to be
.done with as much difpatch as poflible ; the fol-
diers taking their time, from the flugel man in
front, for cafling over, and fhouldering only,
Priming In firing three deep, the’ priming pofition for
peftione  the front rank is the height of the waiftband of
: ' the



[ 1r ]

the bréeches : for the center rank, about the
wmiddle of the ftomach : and for the rear rank,
clofe to the breaft : the firelock, inall thefe po-
fitions, is to be kept perfe&tly horizontal.

EXPLANATION OF THE POSITION OF EACH
RANK IN THE FIRINGS.

Front rank, kneeling.

Bring the firelock brifkly up, to the recover, Mate
catching it in the left hand ; and, without ftop- ready.
ping, fink down with a quick motion upon the
right knee, keeping the left foot faft, the butt
end of the firelock, at the fame moment falling
upon the ground 5 then cock, and inftantly feize
the cock and fteel together in the right hand,
holding the piece firm in the left, about the mid-
dle of that part which is between the lock and
the fwell of the ftock : the point of the left
thumb, to be clofe to the fwell and pointing up-
wards. ) _

As the body is finking, the right knee is to
be thrown fo far back, that the left leg may be
right up and down, the right foot a little turned
out, the body ftraight, and the head as much up,
as'if fhouldered ; the firelock muft be upright,
and the butt about four inches to the right of the
infide of the left foot.- '

Bring the firelock down firmly to the prefent, Brefent.
by fliding the l¢ft hand, to the full extent of the
arm, along the fling, without letting the motion
tell ;—the right hand at the fame time fpringing
up the butt by the cock fo high againft the right
thoulder, that the head may not be too much
towered in taking aim ; the: right cheek tol'l}e

: clofe
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elofe to the butt ; theleft eye fhut, and the mid-
dle finger of the right hand - on the trigger, lock
along the barrel with the right eye from the
breech pin to the muzzle, and remain fteady,
" Pull the trigger ftrong with the middle finger,
and as foon as fired, fpring up nimbly upon the
left leg, keeping the body erect and the left foot
faft, and bringing the right heel to the hollow of
the left; at the fame inftant drop the firelock to
the priming pofition the height of the waiftband
of the breeches 3 half cock ; handie cartridge, and
go on with theloading motions, as before de-
fcribed.

‘Center Rank,

Spring the firelock brifkly to the recover 3 as
foon as the left hand feizes the firelock above the
lock, raife the right elbow a little, placing the
thumb of that hand upon the cock, with the fin-
gers open on the platz of the lock, and then, as
quick as' poffible, cock the piece, by dropping
the elbow, and forcing down the cock with the
thumb, ftep at the fame time with the right foot
a moderate pace to the right, and keeping the left
faft, feize -the fmall of the butt, with the right
hand :- The piece muft be held in this pofition
perpendicular, and oppofite the left fide of the
face, the butt clofe to the breaft, but not prefied,
the body ftraight, and full to the front, and the

‘head ereét.

As in the foregoing explanation for the front

rank. |
Pull the trigger firong with the middle finger,
and, as foon as.fired, bring the firelock to the
vriming pofition, -about the height of the fto-
mach;
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mach § the reft, as in explanation of i:r;mhfgand
leading—with this difference only, that the left
foot'is to'be drawn up to the ‘right; at the fame
time that the firelock is broughtdown to the
priming pofition ; -and that, immediately after
the firelock is thrown up to the fhoulder, the men
fpring to ‘the left again, and .cover their ﬁl‘.
leaders,

Rear Rank,

Recover and cock, as before dire&ted for the Make
centre rank, and as the firelock is brought to the "%+
recover, ﬁcp brifkly to the right a full pace; at
the fame time placmg the left heel.about lix
inches before the point of the right foot.—The
body to be kept ftraight, and as {quare to the
front as poflible.

As in explanation for the center rank. Prefists .

As in explanation for the center rank, remem- g,
bering only the difference of the priming pofiti-
on for this rank, as before defcribed ; after firing,
and ihouldcrmg, the men ftep, as the center
rank does.

In firing with the front rank /?amz’t 7, that
rank makes ready, &c. as fpecified in the article
relative to the platoon exercife.

N. B. In giving words of command, as well ogicers.
in as out of the ranks, officers are to ftand per-
feéily fleady, and in their proper pofition ; their
fwords heid firmly in the full of the right hand,
iwith the upper part of the blade rc(’mo acamit*

he fhoulder, the right writ againlt the lnp, and
ithe elbow drawn “back.
N ..B \Firiﬂg
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Firing by Platoons. .

The officers, inftead of giving the words,
platoons, make. ready, prefent, fire, are to proe
nounce the words fhort, as for inftance, . Zn,
ready, pfent, fire.

In firing by platoons, or divifions, the offi-
cers commanding them are to flep out one pace,
on the clofe of the preparative, and face to the
left towards their men : They.there fland per-
fettly fteady till the laft part of the general,
when they ftep back again into their proper in-
tervals, all at the fame time.- After a divifion
has fired, the right hand man of it fleps out one
pace, in front of the officer, but ftill keeping his
own proper front, and gives the time for ca/ling
about, and fhouldering, after which he falls back
again into his place in the front rank. -

The flugel man of a battalion, is a'fo to keep
his front, in giving the time of exercife.-

In firing by grand divifions, the center offi-
cer falls back, on the preparative, into the fourth
rank; and is replaced by the covering ferjeant., .
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dd}’ular;f General's Cflice,
April 20, 1792.

5 E IS MajesTY thinking it highlyexpedient,
; and necefiary, for the benefit of his fer-
vice at large, that one uniform fyftem of field-
exeicife, and movemeat, founded on juft, and
truz principles, fhould be eftablithed, and in-
variably pradtifed throughout his whole army, is
therefore plealed to direc, that the riles, and
régulations, approved of by his MAjEsTY, for
tiis important purpofe, and now publifhed here-
with, fhall be ftrictly, followed and adhered to,
without any deviation” whatfoever therefrom :
And fuch orders before given, as may be found
to interfere with, or counteraéty their effeét-and
cperition, are to be confidered as” hereby can~
cclled, and-annulled. Itis his MAJRsTY’S far-
ther pleafure, thatthe General Officersappointed
to review his-troops, fhall be inftructed to pay
particular attention to the performance of every
part of thefe Regulations, and to report their ob=
fervations thereupon, for his M AJESTY’s infor-
mationy fo that the exa& uniformity required in
all movements may be attained and preferved,
and his Royal intentions thereby carried into full
etfedt. '

By His Majesty’s Commann,

WILLIAM FAWCETT,
ADJUTANT GENERAL,
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INTRODUCTION.

~FNHE great obje& in view from thefe regu-
. lations, is to'eftablifh one general and juft
fyitem- of ‘movement; which directing and go-
verning the operations of great, as well as of
fmall bodies of troops, is to be rigidly conformed
to, and pralifed by every regiment in H1s Ma-
JEsTY’s fervice,—~The important purpofes of
this {yftetn are to reconcile celerity with order;
—to prevent hurry, which muft always produce-
confufion, lofs ‘of time, unfteadinefs, irrefolu-
tion, inattention “to ‘command, &c.—to enfure
precifion-and corre&nefs, by which alone great
bodies will bz able to arrive at their object in
good order, -and in .the fhorteil fpace of time;
to inculcate and enforce the indifpenfable necei-
fity of military dependance, and of mutual effort,
and fupport, in aition, which argthe great ends
of difcipline ;—to {implify the execution, and to
abridge the variety of movéments, as much as
poflible, by adopting fuch only‘as are neceflary
for combined exertions in corps, and that can
be required, or applied in fervice, regarding all
matters ot parade, and fhow, merely as {econ-
dary objedls j—to afcertain to all ranks, the part
each will have to adt, in every change of fitua-
tion that can happen, fo that explanation
may not retard, at a moment when execu-
tion f(hould take place j—---to enable the
commanding odficer of any bady of troop;s
whether great or finally t5 retain the whole re-
B 3 laterively
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latively asit were, in his hand and management,
at every.inftanc ; fo as to be capable of reftrain-
ing, at all times, the bad effe&ts of fuch ideas of
irdependent and individual exertion, as are vi-
fionary and hustful 3 and of directing them to
their true and proper objects ;—thofe of order,
of combined effort, and of regulated obedience,
by tihe upited force of all' which, a well difci-
plined cnemy can only be defeated. .
Toa attain thefe effential ends, no extraordi-
rary alterations will be required; nor any thing.
farcher enjoined than a firic obfervance of the
tie rules hereafter Jaid down, and a dereliion
of fuch prattices as would counteraé them. .
Thefe rules will be found few, fimple, and
adapted tothe underitanding, and comprehenfion,
of everyindividual ; but they will require per-
fect attention in all ranks:—f{n the foldier, an
. equal and cadenced march, acquired and confirm+
ed by habit, independent of mufic, or found :
~—In the officer, precifion, and energy of com=
mand ; the prefervation of juft diftances; and
the accurate leading of divifions, on given points
of march, and formation :—Thefe circumitan-
" ces, together with the united exertions of all,
wiil foon attain that precifion of movement,
which is {o eflentiai, and without which, valour
alone wili not avail. ‘

Thefe
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Thefe Regulations are divided into parts;
and each part {ubdivided iato various articles of
explanation,
PART L
Of the Drill, or Isflrustion of the Recruit,
The feveral articles of inftru‘tion and the
progreflion, and manner in which they are tv be
taught, are there detailed.
PART IL
Of the Platoiny or Cimpany.
The inftru&ion, and various operations of

the company, which enable it to ac in battalion,
are there detailed.

Formation of the Company,

Of the Battalion.

The feveral -operations, and movements of
the battalion, are there detailed. '

Whatever additional, or explanatory articles

d‘ regulation, may hereafter be found neceflary,
will be given in due time.

PART



PART FIRST.

INSTRUCTION OF THE RECRUIT.

Each Recruit fepa-
rately inftruéted.

., ixecruits form-

ed at open files,

»
i Withaut drms.
2
; Pages.
1|Pofiticn of the foldier - - - 3
2|Standing at eafe - - - - 4
3 Eyes to the right - - - - ib.
4| The Facings . - - - 5
siPofition in marching - 6
6;Ordinary ftep . = - 7
7| I"he Halt - - - - ib.
8:0blique ftep - - - - - 8
9-Drefﬁng when halted - - - 9
I0 oteppmg cut - - - 11
11:Mark time - - - ib.
12:Stepping fhort - - - - 12
13'Changing the feet - - - - ib;
14! The fide, or clofing ftep - ib
15.Back ftep - - - - - 13
lbi'l ‘he quick ftep - - - - 1
7i1 be quickeft itep - - - 1

18 Fxﬁ
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- Jlx8 File marchmg - - - - 16

= Ziigl Wneehno of a fingle rank, in ordmary time,
T " from -the halt -~ = - - - 17
C 320 thdmg of a fingle rank, from the march 13
S l22]w heeling backwards a ﬁng]c rank - 19

RS 22 2|Wheeling of a fingle rank -on a moveable
o &l | pivet 20

With drms.
&
ﬁg 23|Pofition of the foldier - - - 21
1 © |24|Different motions of the firelock - 22
- [23i Attention in forming the fquad T 23
26!0Open order - - - - 24
g 27|{Clofe order - - - - = b,
§,28|Manual exercife = - - 25
F'129'Platoon exercife - - - - ib,
‘w130 Firings: - - - - ib,
& 131{Marching to the front and-rear - - ib,
.£132|Open, and clofe order, on the march - - 28
£ 133|March in file to aflank -7« - b,
8 34 Wheelinginfile - . - . 29
1=

w. 35{Oblique marching in front ~ -. . 30
o 30|0blique marching infile: ' - .. . 31
& |37| Wheeling forward from the halt - = b,
w |38|Wheeling-backward . - - 2

& |39 Wheeling from the march, on a halted and
O moveable pivot” . - - - ib,

40}stepping out, ftepping fhort, mark nme,
changing feet, the fide ftep, fteépping back ib.

End of Part T,
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PART SECOND.

enl _ , :

&l OF THE PLATOON, OR COMPANY.

©

2 Pages,

41{Formation of the platoon - - 34

42]Marching to the front - - - 36

45| The fide ftep - - - - 38

44 The back-flep. - - - - 39

45:51le marching - - - - ibs

46| Wheeling from a halt - ibe

47| Wheeling forward by Sub- dwnfons from line 40

48] Wheeling backward by Sub-divifions fromline4 1

4¢tMarching on an ahgnement, in open columiy

_of Jub-divifions. =« -

50| Wheeling into line from open column of [ub-

.. }. divifions. - - ... - -

51]inopen column of fub-divifions wheehngmto ,
an alignement . - - - -

521ln open column of fub-divifions wheeling in-
__to anew diretion, on a moveable pivot .- 46
53|Countermarch by files © - - . 47
54{Wheeling on the center of the platoon .43
§5/0Ublique masching . < - - - 4
shllncreating -and .. dimini(hing the front of an
open cclunn, halted - - - - 51
57ilncrealing and diminifhing - the front of an
. open.colump on the'march .- - - 5
58| The platoon in cpen column of fub- dwxﬁons,
to pufs adefile by breaking off files - §3 -
59:Marching in quick time - - - 54
6o|Forming to the front from file' . - < b,
61/ Forming from file to either flank - - 5
62, To form.-to either flank, from open column of

_l; fub-divifions, or feGtions - -. - 56
63 "“The platoon moving to the front, to gain ground

! to a flank, byamarctiinechellon, by fections 57
64 From three ranks, forming in two ranks 58
65, 'From two sanks, forming in three ranks 59
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FORMATION OF THE COMPANY.

. Pages,
When the company is to take open order,
from clofe order - - - - 2
When the company isto take clofe order, from
open order - - - - - ib,

Formation of the battalion,

Formation of the battalion, at clofe order 4
When the battalion takes open order = 7
When the battalion refumes clofe order - 8

/!b/’raﬁ of the mofi zﬂént;al general attentions,
required in the movements of the battalion.

Attentions of the fol- | March I
dier 10 | Halt 12
Times of march  ib. { Line ib,
Wheelings - “ib. | Carriage of arms _ib.
Filings ib. | Pivor flanks ib,
Pivet-men. ib. | Pivot files . ibe
Polition of thebody 11
Covering platoon ferjeants.
Pofition of covering’ | Firings 14
ferjeants - 13 Sub-divifions 15
In column Clofe column ib.
Wheeling into line 14 Pioneers ib.
Leading platoon”  ib. | Drummers ib.
Countermarch ib. | Echellon ih.
In file ib. | Mufic ib,
Attention in platoon officers.

Pofition of platoon | Wheeling in colunn,
g officers 16 | ona fixed point 17
heeling into co- Wheeling in  co-
lumn ib. | lumn, on the pivot_

heeling into line 17 |  flank ib,

Countermarch
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Countermarch of pla-

toons ib.
In line - 18
In file ib.

Leading officer © .19
‘When pivotsmarch ib.
‘Wheeling  back-

wards ib.
In clofe column 20
Colours ib.

In front divifions

.20
Wheelings in co-
lumn 21
Clofe column ib.
Supernumerary rank,

Attentions of commanding officers of Battalions.

Field officers moun-
ted 28
Commands 24
Points .of march b,
Points of doubling,
“and wheeling ib.
Halt of the column ib.
Drefing - 25
Commands in line ib.
Attentions in line ib.
Dreffing in line 26

Intervals 27
Aids in exercife . ib.
Attentions ib.
Clole column ib.

Forminginline. 28
A$ many points are
#cquired for one

ib,
Staff 22
Adjutant  gives
points . ib.
Echellon 23
battalion, as for
feveral - ib,

1n all fituations, exa&
pomts cannot. be.
glveu 29
The battalion, in no
fituation, to cover
more ground than
the proper extent

of.its front ib.
Marching in-an a-
Jdignement 30
Wheelmg back-
" werd 31

Attentions in echel-
lon . ib,
Words of Command

32—35



PART L

InsTRUCTION OF THE RECRUIT,

HE feveral heads of inftruion for recruits

are to be attended to, and foliowed, inthe
manner and order here fet forth, It requires in
the inftrutors to whom this duty is entrufted,
and who are to be anfwerable for the execution
of it, the moft unremitting perfeverance, an ac-
curate knowledge of the part each has to teach,
and a clear and concife manner of conveying his’
inflru&ions ; but with a firmnefs that will com-
mand from men a perfeét attention to the direc-
tions he is giving them.—He muft allow for the
weak capacity of the recruit; be-patient, notri-
gorous, where endeavour and good will are. evi-
dently not wanting ; quicknefs is not at firft to
be required, it is the refuit of much pradice. If
pfficers and inftru&ors are not critically exact in
their own commands, and in obferving the exe-
gution of what is required from others, ilovenli~
mefs muft take place, labour be ineffeCtual, and’
rhe end propofed will never be attained.

The recruit muft be carried on progreflively ;
i thould comprehend one thing before he pro-
eaeds to another.—In the firft circumitances of
pefition ; firelock, fingers, elbows, &c. are to
B2 juftly placed by the(i;ﬂru&or ; when recruits

are
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are more advanced, they fhould not be touched ;
but from-the example fhown, and the direGions
prefcribed, be taught to correét themfelves when
foadmonifhed. Recruits fhould not be kept too
long at any particular part of their exercife, fo
as to fatigue or make them uneafy ; and march-
ing without arms. fhould be much intermixed
with the firelock inflru@tion.—Fife, or mufic,
muft on no account be ufed; ‘but the recruit is
to be confirmed by habit alone in that cadence
of ftep which he is afterwards to maintain in his
march to the enemy, in fpite of every variety of
noife and circuinftance, that: may.tend: to.de-
range him. . ) C

In the manner hereafter prefcribed, muft each
recruit be trained fingly, and in fquad ; nor un-
til he is fteadied in thefe, and.in other points of
his duty, is he tobealiowed to join the battalion;
for one aukward man,imperfeét in his march, or
whofe perfon is diftorted, will derange -his" di-
vifion, and of courfe operate. on the battalion
and line, in a ftill more confequential manner.
—Every foldier on his return from long abfence,
muflt - be redrilled before he is permitted to a&t
in the ranks of his company.

Remarks upon the neceflity, utility, . or ap-
plication, of what:is hereafter prefcribed, are. as
much as poflible avoided in the firft and fecond
parts : fuch remarks properly-belong to the third,
or battalion part, .with the principles of - whofe
movements it muft be fuppofed an inftruétor is
fufficiently acquainted.

WITH-
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WITHOUT ARMS.

S. L.
~Pofition of the Soldier,

T \HE equal fquarenefs of the fhoulders and

A bodyto the frontis the firlt and great
principle of the pofition of a fuldier.—The heels
muft be in a line, and clofed.—Tae. knees
ftraight, -without ftiffnefs,.—The toes a little
turned-out, fo that the feet may form an angle of
about 60 degrees.—Let the arms hang near the
body; but not {tiff, the flat.part of the hand aad
little finger.touching the thigh ; the thumbsas far
back as the feams of the breeches ;—Thc elbows
and-fhoulders to.be-kept back ;—the belly rather
drawn in, and-the breaft advanced, but without
conftraint ;—the body upright, but inclining’
forward, fo that the weight of it principally bears
on the fore part of the feet ;—the head to be
ered, and neither turned to the right nér left.

The pofition in which a foldier fhould move,
determines that in which he thould fand fHll.—
Toomany methods cannot be ufed to fupple the
recruit, and banifh the air of the ruftic.—But.
that excefs of fetting up, which ftiffens the per-
fon, and tends to throw the body backward in-
dtead of forward, is contrary to every true prin-
ciple of movement, and muft therefore be moft
carefully avoided. S

Ca2 The



Com.
mands
given by
the In.
fiructor,

Stazd at
E.fes

A:eention,

41

The words on the margin; which are printed
in [talics, are the words of command to be given
by the inftru&or.

S.-1L.
Standing at Eafe.

N the words Stand at Eafe, the right foot

is to be drawn back about fix Imhes, and

the greatelt part of the weight of the body

brought upon.it; the left knee ‘alittle bent ; 3 the

hands brought together before' the body; but

the thoulders to be kept back, ‘and fquare ; the

head ta the front, and the whole attitude with-
out conftraint.

On the word, Attention, the -hands are to-fall
fmartly down the outfide of the thighs ; the right
heel to be brought up-in a line with the left 5
and the proper unconftrained pofition of a-fol-
dier immediately refumed.

When ftanding at eale for any confiderable
time in cold weather, the men may be permitted,-
by command, to move their limbs-; but without
quitting their ground, fo that upon the word
sttentian, no- one fhall have materially loft his
dreding in theline.

5. II1.
Eyes to the Right.
N the words, Eyes to the Right, glance the

eyes to the nght, ‘with the flighteft turn
poﬂ'ble
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poflible ‘of the Head.*—A't the words, Eyes tothe
Left, “caft the’eyes in like' mannér to'the left.— /
On the words, Eves tothe Front, the look, .and Eyes Frone,
head, are to be'dirzétly to'the front; the habi-
tual pofition of the foldier,

"T"hefe motions are only ufeful on the wheeling
of divifions, -or ‘when drefling is ordered after a
halt ;° and particslar attention miuft -be paid ia
the feveral turnings of the eyes, to prevert the
foldier from moving his body, which thould be
préeferved perfedtly {quare’to the front.

Eyés Lefen

8. V.
The Facings.

N going through thé‘facings, the left heel ne-
ver quits the ground 3 the body muft rather
incline forward, and the knees be kept ftraight.

1ft. Place the holiow of the right .foot)
fimartly againft the leftheel, keeping ~the] 2 Tothe
fhoulders fquare to the front. . Righe-

N Noof Mo

. h ] > Suce
~2d. Raife the toes, and turn to the right |
on both hetls. J
1ft. Place the right heel dgainft the hol-
low ‘of the left foot, keeping the'.ihbuldcrs}
fquare to the front. ' Z:,p,";a ”

-2d. Raife the toes,.and turn to the left |
on both heels, , '
C3 i,
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aoust-face.
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tft.. Place the ball of the right foe againft

the left heel, keeping the thoulders fquare
' to the front.
< 2d. Raife the toes, and turn to the right
about on both heels.
3d. Brmg the right foot fmartly back in.
a line with the left.
- 1ft. Place the right heel againft the ball
of the left foot, kcepmg the fhoulders
fquare to the front.

o NoofMo.

Totbe Lei 34 2d. Raife the toes, and turn to the left

about -face.

Sarch,

about on both heels.

3d. Bring up the right foot finartly in a
line with the left.

The greateft precifion muft be obferved in
thefe facings, for .if they are not exaltly execu-
ted, a body of men, after being properly drefled,
will lofe'their drefling, on every fmall move-
ment of facing.

S. V.
Pofition in Marching.

N marching, the foldier muft maintain,  as
much as poflible, the pofition of the body as
airefted in Sect. I.  He muft be well balanced
cn hislimbs. His arms and hands, without {hﬂ‘-
nefs, muft be kept fteady by his fides, and, not
fuffered to vibrate. He muft not be a]]owed to
ftoop forward, flill iefs to lean back.  His body
mult be kept fquare to the front, and thrown ra-
ther more forward in marching than when halt-
ed, that it may accompany the movement of the
leg and' thigh, which movement muft fpring
from
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from the Haunch. The ham muft be firetched,
but without ftiffening the knee, The toea lit-
tle pointed, and kept near the ground, fo that
the fhoe-foles may not be vifible to a perfon in
front. The head to be kept well up, ftraight to
the front, and the eyes not fuffered to be caft
down. The foot, without being drawn back,
muft be placed flat on the ground.

S, VI

Ordinary Step.

HE Length of each pace, from heel to heel,
is 30 inches, and the recruit muft be taught
to take 75 of thefe fteps in a minute, without
tottering, and with perfe& {teadinefs. '
The-ordinary ftep being the pace on all occa-~
lions whatever, unlefs greater celerity be parti-
cularly ordered, the recruit muflt be carefully
trained, and thoroughly inttruted in this moft
effential part of his duty, and perfetly made to
underffand, that he is to maintain it for a long
period of time together, both in'line’ and in co-
lumn, aad in rough as well as fmooth ground,
which he may be required to march over.” This
is the floweft ftep which a recruit is taught, and
is alfo applied in all movements of parade. -

S. VII.

The Hal?,

N the word Halt, let the rear foot be Har,
b brought upon a line with the advanced
‘one,



Tothe Left,

Obligue=—

March.
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one, fo as to finifh the ftep which was taking
when the command was given. ~

S. VIIL
Obligue Step.

HEN the recruit has acquired the regu-
lar length and cadence of the ordinary
pace, he is to be taught the oblique ftep. At
the words, 7o the Left, Obligue—March, without
altering his perfonal fquarenefs of pofition, he
will, when he is to ftep with his left foot, point,
and carry it forward 19 inches, in the diagonal
line, to the left, which gives about 13 inches to
the fide, and about 13 inches to the front. -On
the word Two, ‘he will bring his right foot 30
inches forward, fo that the right heel be placed
13 inches dire@ly before the left one.  In this
pofition he will paufe, and onthe word 7 wo,
continue to mzrch, as before diretted, by advan-
cing his left foot 30 inches, paufing at each ftep
till confirmed in his pofition ; it being effential-
ly neceflary to take the greateft care that his
fhouiders be preferved fquare to the front. From
the combination .of thefe two movements, the
general obliquity gained will amount to an an-
gle of about 25 degrees.  When the recruit, is
habituated to the lengths and directions of the
ftep, he muft be made to continue the march,
without paufing, with firmnefs, and in the ca-’
.dence of the ordinary pace, viz. 75 fteps in the
minute. , A : _
_As all marching (the fide-ftep excepted) in-
variably begins with the left foot, whether the
' obliquing
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obliquing commences from the halt, or on the
march, the firft diagonal ftep taken is by the lead-
ing foot of the fide inclined to, when it comes to
its turn, after the command is pronounced.

The fquarenefs of the perfon, and the habitual
cadenced {tep, in confequence, are the great di-
retions of the oblique, as well as of the direct
march,

Each recruit thould be feparately and careful-
ly inftru&ted in the principles of the foregoing
eight fections of the drill.. They form the ba«
fis of all military movements.

Three or four recruits will now be formed in
one rank, at very open files, and inftruéted as
follows.

S. IX.

Dreffing when Halted.

RESSING is to be taught equally by the Drefs.

left as by the right. On the word Drefs,

each individual will caft his eyes to the point to
which he is ordered to drefs, with the {malleft
turn poflible of the head, but preferving the thoul-
ders and body fquare'to their front. The whole
perfon of the man muft move as may be necef-
fary, and bending backward or forward is not to
be permitted. He muft take thort, quick fteps,
thereby gradually and exadtly to gain his pofiti-
on, and on no account be fuffered to attempt it
by any fudden or violent alteration, which muft
infallibly derange whatever is beyond him. The
faces of the men, and not their breafts or feet,
are the line of drefling. Each man is to be able
juflk
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juft to diftinguifh the lower part of the face of
the fecond Manbeyond him.. . :

In drefling, the eyes of the men are always’
turned tothe Officer,who gives the word Drefs;
and who is poited 4t the point by which the bo-
dy halts4 and who fromthat point correfts his
men, on‘a point at, or béyond, his oppofite flank..

T'he faults to be avoided, and gencrally coni-
mitted by the foldier in dreffing, are, pafhing the
line'; the' head forward; and body kept back:
the ficulders hot fquare ; the head ‘turned too
much, :

T wo, or more men, being moved forward, or
backward, a- given number- of paces, and placed
in the-new line, and -diredtion;- the folowing
commands will be given.

By the Right,. forward—Drefs.

By the Right, backward—Drfs.

By the Left, forward—Drefs.

By the Left, backward—Drefs. :

As {oon as the drefling is. accomplifhed, -the |
woids, Eyes Front, will be given, that heads
may be replaced, and réimain {quare to the front, .
- No'rank, or ‘body, ought ever to be drefled,
without: the perfon on its flank appointed to
drefs it, determining, or at leaftfuppofing, a’
line, on whichi the rank, or body, is to be form-
ed, and for that purpofe taking as his objec the
dittant flank man, or a point beyond fuch flank,
or a man thrown out on purpofe ;—drefling muft
then be made graduaily, and progreflively, from
the fixed point, towards the diftant flank one;
and:eéach maa fucceflively, but quickly, muft be
brought up into the true line, fo as to become a
new point, from whence the perfon direéting
proceeds in the correion of the others'; and he
himfelf, when fo direéting, muft take care; that

his
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his perfon, or his eyes atleaft, be in the true
line, which he is then giving.

5. X.
Stepping aut.

. HE. fquad marches: as- already_directed in gy our.
ordinary’ time.. On _the- word, fiep out,

the recruit muft. be taught. to lengthen, his- ftep

to 33 inches, by leaning forward a Tittle, but

without altering the cadence..

- This ftep is neceflary when a temporary ex-

ertion in line, and toithe front, iswrequired ; or

when the rear divifions of a column, are to move -

up into line with the leading ones, and is applied

both to ordinary, and.quick time. '

- S. XI.
Mark Time.

N the word, Afark Time, the Foot. then
advancing compleats. its: pace ; . after Mot
‘ . N . .~ Time.
which the cadence is continued, without gain-
ing any ground; but-alternately- throwing out
the foot, and bringing it back fquare with the
other. At the word-Ordznary Step, the ufual g, g7y
pace of 30 inches will be taken. Stepe
This ftep is neceflary marching’in line, when
any particular battalion. is.advanced, -and has; to
wait for the-coming up:of others. .
‘ ’ S. XII.
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S. XIIL.

Stepping Short.

N the word, Step Shart, the foot advancing
will finith its pace, and afterwards each
recruit will ftep as far as the ball of his toe, and
no farther, until the word, Ordinary Step, be
given, when the ufual pace of 30 inches is to be,
taken. o
This ftep is ufeful when a momentary re-
tardment of either a battalion in line, or of a
divifion in column, fhall be required.

S. XIIi.

Changing the Feet.

O change the feet in marching, the ad-
vancing foot compleats its pace, and the

" ball of the other is brought up quickly to the

heel of the advanced one, which inftantly makes
another ftep forward,’ fo that the cadence may
not be loft. A

This may be required.of an individual, who
is ftepping with a different foot from the >:ft of
his divifion 3 in doing which he will in fact take
two fucceflive fteps, with the fame foot.

S. XIV.

The Side or Clofing Stap.

HE fide fiep is performed from the halt in
ordinary time, by the following commands.
Clafe
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“Clofz to the Right (a caution)—Adarch.

Clofe to the Left (2 cautlon)—z’l/larcb.

In"clofing to the right,. on'the word, Aarch, Clofe 10 the,
Byes are tumcd to the right, and each man car- I:h“z
pies his right foot about 12 inches dire&ly to.his ™"
fight (or T'the files are clofed, to his neighbour’s
Bft foot), and inftantly brings up hiis Teft foot,

B! the heel touches his right he\_l he'then pau-
&s, {o as to perform thlS movermient in oxdmary
ime, and proceeds to take thé¢ next ftep in the
kme miafiner -y the whole with' pﬂrfe& prec1ﬁon
of time, fhoulders kept fquare, knees not bent,
&4 in the true line on which the body is formed.
=—At the word, Halt," the whole halt turn their gar,
eyes to the front, and are perfetly fteady.

[V.S. XLIIL)

S. XV,
Back Siep.

HE Bacx Step is performed in the ordi-
nary time and length of pace; from. the
h‘ut, on the‘command’ Sttp Izaue, Farih— T hie Stp tack,
tegruif muft be ‘taught to'move ftraight 1o the Meérch.
¥ear,. prefefving-his (houlders fquare to ‘the fr onty
and'his body. eteé{ —=On the word, Hait, the foo* Hait.
B front muft be-broaght back fquare with the
Bther.
Afew paces only of the back ftep can be ne-
@eflary at a’time; -
S. XVI.
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S. XVIL
The Q,uiéle Step.

HE cadence of the ordinary pace having
become perfectly habitual to the recruits,

they are now to be taught to march a quick
time, which is 108 fteps in the minute, each of
30 inches, making 270 feet in a minute.—The
command Duick, March, being given with a
paufe between them ; the word, Quick, is to be

‘confidered as a caution, and the whole fo re- -

main perfe@ly fill, and fteady; onthe word
March, they ftep off with the lefi feet, keeping
the body in the fame pofture, and the thoulders
fquare to the front ; the foot to be lifted-off the
ground, that it may clear any ftones, or otherim-
pediments in the way, and to be thrown forward,
and placed firm ; the whole of the fole to touch
the ground, and not the heel alone ; the knees
are not to be bent, neither are they to be ftiffen-
ed, {o as to occafion fatigue,-or conftraint.—The
arms to hang with eafe down the outfide of the

-thigh ; a {mall motion to prevent conftraint may

be permitted ; but not to fwing out, and there-
by occafion the leaft turn, or movement of the
fhoulder ; the head is to be kept to the front,
the body well up, and the utmoft fteadinefs to

be preferved. . - o L
This is the pace to be ufed in all filings of di-.
vifions from line into column, or from column
into line ; and by battalion columns of ma-
nceuvre, when'independantly changing pofition.
—It may occafionally be ufed in the column of
march of fmall bodies, when the route is fmooth,
and no obftacles occur ; butin the march in
line of a confiderable body it is not to be re-
' quired,
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quired, and very feldom in a column of ma-
nceuvre ;  otherwife fatigue muft arife to the
foldler, and more time wxll be loft by hurryand
inaccuracy, then is attempted tu be gamed by
qmcknefs

~The word March, given fingly, at all times
denotes that or dmary time is to be taken ; when
the guick march is meant, that word will precede
the other, The word Marih marks the be-
ginning of movements from the ha/t ; but is not
given when thebody is in previous motion,

S. XVIIL
The Quickeft Step.

W AHE quickeft time or wheeling march,is 120
FI' fteps of 30 inches each, or 300 feet in the
minute. The direGions. already given for the
match in: qmck timerelate equally to the march-
in qmckeﬁ' time. . . .

This is applled chleﬂy to the purpofe of
wheelmg, arid is the rate at which all bodies ac-
complith their wheels, the.outward. tile: ftepping
33 inches, whether the wheel is from line into
column, during.the match.in.. column, or fron~
column into line. In this time, zllo fhould di-
vifions double, and move up, when paﬁinu cb-
ftacles inline, or when in the.column of march,
the front of divifions is encreafed, or diminifhed.

Three or four.zecruitsin-one rank with in-
tervals of 12 inches between them, thould be

ratifed in the different fteps, that they may ac-

uire a firmnefs and independence of move-
ent,

D2 Many
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Mauy different times of march muft not be
required of the fuldier.—T'hefe three muft fuf-
fice, ORDINARY TIME (75 fteps in the minute),
quick TIME (108 in the minute),  WHEELING,
OR QUICKEST TIME (120 in the minute).

fLuMMETS, which vibrate the required times
of march in a minute, are of great utility, and
can alone prevent or correét uncertainty of
movement ; they muft be in the poffeffion of,
and confiantly referred to, by each inftruétor of
a fquad,—the feveral lengths of plummets fwing-
ing the times of the different marches.in 2 mi-
nute are as follows : . o
Crdinary time, - - - 75 fteps in the minate 24 96
Quick ime, - - - 108 - - . - - - 12 03
Quickefl, or wheelingtime,120 = - - - - - 9 8o

A mufket ball fufpended by a flring which is
not fubjed to ftretch, and on which are marked
the different requized lengths, will anfwer the
above purpofe, is eafily acquired, and fhould be
frequeatly compared with an -accurate ftandard
in the adjutant’s, or ferjeant-major’s pofleffion.

Accuratediftances of ffeps multalfo be marked
out on the ground, aleng whichthe foldier thould
be pra&ifed to march, and thereby acquire the
juft length of each. e T

Six or eight recrnits will now be formed in a
rank, at clofe files, having a-fteady, well-drilled
foldier on their flank to lead,~=~and FILE MARCH:
ING may be taught them.

-S. XVIIL.
File ;34{;)‘:5{@.
THE recruits muft firft fzcey andthen be in

firufted to cover each other exalily i
~ filg
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file, fo that the head of the man immediately be- 7, 5, —
fore,” may conceal the heads of all the others i face.

his front.—The ftriteft obfervance of all the

rules for marching is particularly neceflary in
marching by files, which is firft to be taught at

the ordinary time, and afterwards in quick time.

" On the word March, the whole are immedi- 4,
ately to ftep off together, gaining at the very Hirft '
ftep 30 inches, and fo continuing each ftep with-
out encreafling the diftance betwixt each recruit,
every man locking or placing his advanced’ foct
on the ground, before the fpot from whence his
preceding ‘man had taken up his, — no looking
down, nor leaning backward is to be {uffered on
any pretence whatever,—the ‘feader is*to be di-
reéted to march firaight forward, to fome diftant
obje& given himfor that purpofe, ‘and the re-
‘cruits made to cover one “another'during the
march, with the moft fcrupulous exactneis, —
great zttention muft be paid {o prevent them
from marching with their k nees bent, which tney
will be very apt to do at'firft, from an apprehen-
fion of treading upon the heels of thofe before
them,

S. XIX.

Wheeling of a fingle Rank inordinary Time,
[from the Halt,

T the word, To the Right wheel, the man Righe
on-the right of the rank faces to the right ; whe/,
on the word March, they ftep off tegether, the Murch.
whole turning their eyes-to the left (the wheel-
ing flank), except ‘the man on the left of che
rank, whe Jooks inwards ; and, during the wheel,
D.j3 becomes
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becomes a kind of bafe line, for the others to
conform to, and maintain the uniformity of front.
—The outward wheeling man always lengthens
his ftep to 33 inches,—the whole obferve the
faine time, but each man fhorteniog his ftep, in
proportion as he is nearer to the ftanding flank
on which the wheel is made,—during the wheel,
the whole remain clofed to the ftanding flank ;
that is, they touch, without incommoding their
neighbour ; nor muft they ftoop forward, but
remain upright,—opeaning out from the ftanding
flank, is to be avoided ; clofing in upon it, du-
ring the wheel, is to be refifted.—On the word-
Halt, Drefs, each man halts immediately, with-
out jumping forward, or making any falfe move-
ments. , .
When the recruits are able to perform the
wheel with accuracy in the ordinary time, they
muft be practiled in wheeling in guickef? time.
Nothing will tend fooner t6 enable the recruit
to acquire the proper length of ftep, according
to his diftance from the pivot, than continuing

the wheel without haiting for feveral revolutions
of the circle.

S. XX.

Wheeling of a fingle Rank, from the March.
THE recruits are firft to be taught fo por-

form this wheeling at the ordinary time,
and afterwards in the guickefl, or proper wheeling
time;,—the rank, marching to the front at the
ordinary time, receives the word of command,
Right, Wheel, the man on the right of the rank

inftantly
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inftantly halts, and faces to his right; the reft

of the rank, turning their eyes to the wheeling

flank (as directed in the preceding fetion), im-
mediately change the ftep together to wheeling -
timesn as foon as the portion of the circle to be.
wheeled is completed, the words Halt, Drefs, Hatt,
will be given, (a paufe of 2 or 3 feconds may 2™
be made), and then, March, on which the whole Marcb.
rank fteps off together at the ordinary time.

S. XXI.
Wheeling Backwards, a fingle Rank.

T the word, On your Right backwards, 0%
Wheel, the man on the right of the rank o e

faces to theleft ; at the word, March, the whole wbeel.

ftep backward in wheeling time, drefling by the Marcb.

outward wheeling man, thofe neareft the pivot

man making  their  fteps extremely fmall, and

thofe towards the wheeling man encrealing them

as they are placed nearer to him.  The recruit

in this wheel muft not -bend forward, nor be

fuffered to look down; but by cafting his eyes

to the wheeling flank,preferve the drefling of the

rank. On the word, Halt, the whole remain gap,

perfeétly fteady, fill looking to the wheeling

flank till they receive the word, Right Drefs. Righr,

The recruits fhould be firft pradtifed to wheel Drefs.

backwzrds at the ordinary ftep ; and at all times

it will be-neceffary to prevent them from hurry-

ing the pace ; an error {oldiers are very liable to

fall into, particularly in wheeling backwards ;

where large bodies wheel from line into column,

this wheeling is neceffary to preferve ‘the co-
vering
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vering of pivot flanks, and the diftances of the
divifions, which the line has broken into.

5. XXII.

Wheeling of a fingle Rank, on a moveable
- Pivet. ;

N wheeling on a moeveable pivot, both flanks
are moveable, and defcribe concentric cir-
cles, round a point, which is removed a few
paces from what would otherwife be the ftand-

'ing flank ; and eyes are all turned towards the

directing pivot man,- whether he is on the out-
ward flank, or on the flank wheeled to.

When the wheel is to be made to. the dlre&-
ing .pivor flank, (fuppofe the left)---the rank
marching at the ordinary pace, receives the
word, Right Shoulders Jorward 3 on which the
pivot man, without altering either the time or
length of his pace, continues his march on the
circumference of the leffer circle, and, tracing
out a confiderable arch, on the prmcip}e of
drefling, gradually, brmgs round his rank to-the
direGtion required, without obliging the. other
flank, which is defcribing the circumference of
a laroer circle, to too great hurry ;—on the
word .Forward, fhoulders are fquared, znd the
pivot marckes diret to his front..

When the direQing pivot is on: the outward
flank, and has to defcribe. the -circumference of

Left j/,o,,z.the laroer cnrcle, on the word, Left _/baulders,
ders for- ﬁrwara’ he will, without. changmg the: time,

ward,

xank to the required direGion; fo as to enable

or length of his pace, gradually. bring round-the

the
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the inward flank to defcribe a fimilar arc of a
lefler circle, concentric to the one he himfelf is
moving: on. —-Durmg both thefe wheels, the
rank dreﬂ"cs to the proper pivot, and when he
defcribes the fmaller circle of the wheel, the
other flank, which has more ground te go over,
will quicken its march, and ftep. out.—When
the pivot defcribes the greatei circle of the wheel,

the other flank, which haslefsground to go over,
will ftep fhorter, and graduaﬂy conform.—~lu the
firft cafe, the recruit muit be cautioned againit
opening out.from ithe pivot ; and ia the latter,
from crowding on him.

. The juft perfor'nance of thls mode of wheelo
ing depends o much on the dire&ing pivot, that
a well-drilled foldier thould, at firft, be placed
on the flank named, asthe.proper pivot, and
changed occafionally.—It. is ufed, when .aco-
lumn of march (in order to follow the windings
of its route), changes its diretion, in general,
lefs than the quarter circle.

WITH ARMS.

5. XXIIL
Pq/‘ ton of the .S'old;er.

‘WHEN the firelock is gwen, and i is thoul.
dered, the perfon of the foldier remains

in the poﬁuon defcribed (Seétion-l.) except,
that
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that the wrift of the left hand is- turned out, the
better to embrace ‘the butt, the thumb alone is
to appear in front, the. four fingers to be undér
the butt, the left elbow is a little-bent inwards,
without being feparated from the body, or being
‘more backward or forward than the right one.—
The firelock is placed in the band, not on the
middle of the fingers, and carried in-fuch man=
ner, that it thall not raife, advance or keep back;
one fhoulder more than the other; the buttmuft
therefore be forward, and as low as can-be- per-
mitted without conftraint;; ' the fore part nearly
even with that of the thigh, and the hind>part of
it prefled by the wrift againft the thigh ; the
piece muft be kept fteady and firm. before thé-
hollow of the fhoulder ; ‘fhiould the firelockbe
drawn back’ or: attempted to be carried high, ‘in
that cafe, ‘one fhoulder- will beadvanced, the
otherkept back, and:the upper part of the body
diftorted,. and' not placed fquare with refpect to
“the'limbs. o

Eacli-recruit-muft be feparately taught the po-
fition of fhouldered arms, and not allowed to
proceed until he bas acquired'it,

Different Motions of:the Firelock.

be taught and pradlifed as here fet down,
untileach recruit s perfeétin them ; “théy béing
neceflary for.the eafe of the: foldier in'the courfe .
of exercife, '

THE following motions. of the firelock will

As
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(Supporting arms.
, Carrying arms, -
As mentioned | Orderingy at eafed arms.
in the ﬁre-< Standing at eafe.
lock ‘exer- ) Attention.
cife. Shouldering.
Trailing arms. .
_ LShou]dering from the trail,
Thefe motions are neceffary for. the eafe of the
foldier in the courfe of exercife.
~The recruit muft be accuftomed to carry his
arms for a confiderable time together ; it is moft
eflential he fhould do fo, and not be allowed to
Jupport them fo often as is practifed,” under the
idea that long carrying them is a pofition of too
much conftraint.

S. XXV.
Attention in formihg the Squad.
WHEN ‘the SQUAD or divifion (confifting

of from fix te eight files) is ordered to

fall in, each man with carried arms, will as quick Fall in.
as poffible take bis place im his rank, beginning
from the flank, to which he is ordered to form ;
he will drefs himfelf in line by the rule already
given ; afflume the ordered pofition of a foldier,
and ftand perfectly flill, and fteady, until ordered
to ftand at eafe, or that fome other command be
given him,—Attention muft be paid, that the
files are”‘corfedly “¢lofe’;  that the men’in the
rear ranks’ cover'well, ‘looking their file leaders
in the middle "of the neck ;—T hat the ranks
have their proper diftance of one pace (30 inc}mes) v
rom
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from each other ;—T hat all the ranks are equal-
ly well drefled ;—Tbat the men do not turn
their heads to the right, or left ; and that each
man has the proper unconftrained attitude’ of a
foldier,

S. XXVI.

Open Order.

HE recruits being formed in.three ranks
at clofe order,. on the. word Rear ranks Rear

take open order, the flank men, on the rwht and "’:’f‘o :Zf:
left of the centre, and rear ranks, ftep bnfklyoP ’
. back, one and two paces refpedlively,. face to
their right, and ftand covered, to mark the
ground on which each rank is.to halt, and drefs
at open order ; every other individial remains
ready to move.—On the word,. March, the-March.
dreffers front, znd the center znd rear ranks fall
back one and two _paces, edch drefling by the.
right, the inftant it arrives on the ‘grouad,

S. XXVII.
Clofé Order.

ON the wordy Rzar ranks take clofe ordery the z.,,
whole remain perfedly fteady, 5, at, the ranks rate
word, March, the ranks’ clofe within one. pacc ;{;f‘ ”2‘1"
marchm'r one and. two paces, and then.halting, "

S. XXVIII.
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S. XXVIIL
Manual Exercife.
ACCORDING to Regulation.

'S, XXIX.
Platoon Exercife.
ACCORDING to Regulation.

S. XXX.
Firings.

HEN the recruits have acquired the ma-~
nagement of their arms, and are perfeét
in the motions of the manual, and platoon exer-
cifes, they will be inftruéted at clofed ranks in
firing.
Dire& to their front.
Obliquely to the right and left.
By files.

5. XXXI.
Marching to the Front? and Rear,

HE fquad, or divifion, is to be particularly
well drefled ; files corre&t ; arms carried 5

e rear ranks covering exactly, and each indi-
dual to have his juft attitude,’ and pofition, be-.
E - fore
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fore the fquad is ordered to move.—The march
will be made by the right or left flank, and a
proper trained.man will therefore condudt it.—
T'he word, Squad, or Divifien, may be given as
a caution ; and at the'word, March, each man
fteps forward a full pace.—T he recruit muft not
turn his head to the hand to"which he is drefling,
as a turning of the fhoulders would undoubtedly
follow.—His elbows muft be kept fteady, with-
out cenftraint ; if they are opened from his bo-
dy, the next man'muit be prefled upon ; if they
are clofed, there arifesan improper diftance which
muft be filled up 5 in either cafe waving on the
march -will take place, and muft therefore be
avoided. - '

‘The going to the right orleft about, in march,
is not to be at firft practifed ; but the fquad is
to hait, front by command, and then march.

As the being able to march ftraight forward is
of the utmoft confequence, he who conmimands

_at the drill, will take the gréateft pains in ma-

king his fquad dofo ;—For this purpofe he wil
often go behind hisfquad, or divifton, place him-~
{cif behind the flank.file by which the fquad is to

_move in marching, and take a point, or object,

exaltly in front of that file ; “he will then‘com-
mand, March, and remaining in his place;he will
direct the advance of the fquad, by keeping the
flank file always in a line with the object.—It is
alfo from behind, that one foonelt perceives the
leaning back of the foldier, and the bringing for--
ward or falling-back of a fhouider ;- faults which
ought inftantly to be recified, as productive of
the worft confequence in'a line, where one'man,
by bringing forward-a fhoulder, may change the
direGion of the march, and oblige the wing-of
a battalion to run, in order to keep drefled. I

. n
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In fhort, it is impoflible to labour too much,
at making the foldier march ftraight forward,
keeping. always. the: fame front as when heyfet
off.—This is effe&ed by moving folely from the
haunches, - keeping. the body. fteady; the fhoul-
ders. fquare, and. the head to, the front ; -and will
without difficulty be attained, by a {trict attenti-
on to the rules given for marching, and a careful
obfervance of an equal-length of ftep, and an
equal cadence, or time of imarch, . :

Changing from ordinary to quick time, and
from gquick to ordinary time, muft always be pre-
ceded by a previous, but inftantancous, halt :
although this may not appear eflential for the
movements of a f{quad, divifion, or battalion, it
is ablolutely fo for thofe of a larger body, and is
therefore required in fmall ones.

Turning on.the.march, .in. order to continue
it,-though inaccurate, and improper, for a large
body, is neceflary; and mutt often be ailowed, in
the moveéments of fmall divifions in file, or front,
when conneéed with others in line, -or column,

As helps for fixing the true time, or cadence
of the march, the plummet -muft:be frequently
reforted to ; the words, /ft, right, may when
neceffary be repeated flowly for ordinary time,
and quicker far.quick time.—Strong taps of the
drum, if in juft time, and regulated by the plum-
met, may be allowed to be given immediately
before the word; March, thereby to imprint the
required meafure on tlie mind of the recruit ;
but they are on no account, or in any fituation,
to be.given during the march,

E 2 S. XXXII.
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S. XXXIL
Open, and Clofe Ordé}, on the March, -

HE fquad, when moving to the front in
ordinary time, receives the word, Rear

ranks take open order, on which the front rank .
continues its march, without altering the pace,
and the center, and rear ranks, mark the time,
viz. the center once; and fteps off at the fecond
ftep ; the rear rank ftepping off on the third
pace. . '
On the word Rear ranks take clofe order, the -
center, and rear ranks, ftep nimbly up to clofe
order, and inftantly refumeithe pace, at which
the {rent rank has continued to march.

5. XXXIIL
Moarch in File to a Flank., -

HE accuracy of the march ia file is fo effen-

tial in all deployments into line, and in

the internal movements of - the divifions of the

battalion, that the foldier cannot be too much

exercifed to it.—The whole battalion, as well as

its divifians, is required to'make this.flank move-

ment, without the leaft cpening out, or length-

ening of the file, and. in perfe& cadence, and
equality of ftep. . .. .

After facing, and. at the word, March, the
whole fquad fteps off at the fame inftant, each
replacing, or rather over-ftepping the foot of the
man before him ; that is, the right foot of the
fecond man comes within the left footof the ﬁ_r{%‘i

an
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and-thus of ¢very one; more or lefs over-lapping,
according to the clbfehefs, or ‘opennels of the
files, and thé léngth ‘of ftép.—The front rank
will march fraight along the'given liné, each
foldier of that rank muft look alorig the necks of
thofe before him, and never to right, or left ;
otherwife a2 waving ol the march will take place,
and of courfe the lofs, and. extenfion of line, and
diftance, whenever the body returns to its pro-
per front.—The center and rear ranks muft look
to, and regulate themfelves by, - their leaders of
the front rank, and always drefs in their file.—=
Although file marching is in"general made in
quick time ; ‘yet it muft alfebe pradtifed, and
made - in orchnary time. . The fame pofition of
feet, as above, fakes place in all harching in
front, where the ranks are clofe;"and locked up.’

With a lifile attenticn and pradice this mode
of marclnng, which appearsfo difficult, will be
found by every foldier to be eafier thaithe com=
mon ‘méthod of marching by ﬁles, wheb on evé-
ry halt the rear muft Tun up to gain ‘the ground
it ‘has unnecefiarily loft,

S. XXXIV.
Wheeling in File.

HE fquad, whén marching i in file, muft be
~accultoméd to wheel its heud to either
flank 5. each file following fucceffively, without
Iofing, oréncredfing dxf’cance —On this occafi-
on, each filé makes its feparate wheel, on'a pwot
movedble in a very 4 {mall degiee, but witiiout al-.
tering its time of march, or the eyes of thé féar
E 3 ranks
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ranks being turaed from their front rank.—The
front rank men;, whether they are pivot men, or
not, muft Keep up to their diftance, and the
wheeling men muft' take a very extended ftep,
and lofe no time in moving on.

S. XXXV.
Obligue marching in Front.

"HEN the fquad is ‘marching in front,
and receives the word, To the right,.
oblique 3 each man, the firft time he raifes the
right foot, w111, inftead of throwmg it ftraight.
forward, carry it in the dnagonal dlreéhon, as
has bcen already explained in Se&t. VII. taking
care not to alter the pofition of his body, fhoul~
ders, or head:—The greateft aitention is to be
paid to the fhoulders of every man in the fquad,
that they rémain_parallel to the line on which
they firlt were placed, and that the right fhoul~
ders do not fall to the rear, which they are very
apt to do in obliquing to the right, and which
immediately changes the direction of the front,
On the word, jforward, the incline ceafes, and
the whole march forward. In obliquing to the
left, the fame rules are to be obierved, with the
difference of the left leg ‘going to the left, and
attention to keeping up the left fhoulder.

The fame inftrucltions that are given for ordi-
nary time, fervealfo for quick time; but this
movement, theugh it may be made by a fquad,
ordivifion, cannot be requnred from alargerbody..

Gbliquing to the right, is to be practifed
fometimes with the eyes to the left ; and ob-

liquing
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liquing to the left, with the eyes to the right;
as being 2bfolutely neceffary on many occafions 3
for if one of the battaliens of a line in advancing
be ordered to oblique to the right, or to the
left, the eyes muft {till continue turned towards

its center,

S. XXXVI.
Oblique Marching in File.

N obliquing to the right, or left, by fiies, the
center and rear rank men will continue
looking to their leaders of the front rank. Each
fils is to confider itfelf as a rank entire, and is
to prelerve the fame front, and pofition of the
thoulders, during the oblique, as beforeit be-
gan. This being a very ufeful movement, the
recruits are to be often praltifed in it.

S. XXXVII.

Wheeling forward from the Halt.

HE dircétions already given for the wheel-

ing of a fingle rank (vide, Se&. XIX.)
are to be {triétly attended to in this wheel of the
fquad. On the word Right (or. left) wheel, the gy,
rear ranks, if at one pace diftance, lock up. Atwbee,
the word, March, the whole ftep together in
the quickeft time, and the rear ranks, during the
wheel, incline fo as to cover their proper front
rank men. Atthe word, Halt, the whole re-

main perfedtly fteady. S. XXXVII

March.
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§. XXXVIIL.
Wheeling, backhard.

HE {quad muft be much pra&ifed in whéel-
ing backwzrd in the quickeft time.” In
this wheel, the rear. ranks-may.preferve their
diftance of one pace from each other. Great
attention fhould be paid, to prevent the re.
cruits from fixing their eyes on the ground.—

(Vide Se&t. XX1.)

5. XXXIX.

Wheeling from the March; on’ a halted,
and moveable Pivot,

HE directions for wheeling on a balicd,

I and on a moveable pivot, havealready heen

given, in Sects. XX, and XXIl.  The fquad

ithould now be practifed in both, until the re-

cruits are thoroughly confirmed in thofe move-
ments.

S. XL.

Stepping  out,—-Stepping fhort;>— Marking'
the Time,—Changiing the Feet;—The
Side ;‘lﬂp,-—aSﬁp’p“ihg back.

“¥HE fquad muft likewife be pra&ifed in,
A Sepping our, flepping fhort, marking the
time, changing the feet, the fide flep, and fip-

pings
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ping back, the inftrutions for which have been
fully detailed in the foregoing fections.

It cannot be too ftrongly inculcated, or too
often recolletted, that upon the corre&t equality
of march, eftablithed and practifed by all the
troops of the fame army, every juft movement
and manceuvre depends.” When this is not at-
tended to, difunion, and confufion, muft necef-
farily take place, on the jun&ion of feveral bat-
talions in corps ;. although, when taken indivi-
dually, each may be, in moft refpects, well train-
ed.——It is in the original inftruction of the re-
cruit, and fquad, that this great point is to be
laboured at, and attained ; the time and Jength of
ftep, on all occafions, are prefcsibed.—~The
TIME is infallibly afcertained, by ‘the frequent
corre&ions of the plummet, which, -when {o ap-
piied, will foon giveto each man that habitual
meafure fo much defired ; and therefore every
driller muft have it conftantly in his hand ; and,
as it has been already obferved, before any [quad,
or larger body, is put in march, 5 or 6 ftrong taps
of the drum may be given, in exa& time, as re-
gulated by the plummet, which will imprint the
true meafure on each ear, and prepare for taking
an accurate ftep at the word, March.—The
length of ftep is only to be acquired by repeated
trial, and therefore, before the recruit, or fquad,
is put in motion each inftruor fhould afcertain
the fpace on which he is to drill his men'; he
will therefore (fuppofing. that he himfelf is accu-
rate in his paces, and that there is ground for that
purpofe) mark out an oblong fquare, of 40 paces
by 20, or 30, the corners.of which he will af-
certain by halberts, ftones, or in any other vifi-
ble manner ; along the fides of this figure he will

. march

Remarks,
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march the pivot flank of this fquad, making cor-
re& wheels, and halts at.the angles.—The time
of March being 6" exallly afcertained, he will
then fee, that. the {ides. of .the .oblong are - gone
over.at the known number of fteps ; and if there
be any inaccuracy, he will lengthen.or fhorten
the ftep, till the fquad marches with the utmoft
premﬁon ; every man preferving his juft pofi-
tion, and all the other indifpenfible attentions in
marching, bemg fridtly obferved.—W here there;
isa: fuﬁicnency of ground, the fquads will occafi-
onally march over greater fpaces, but the dif-
tances fhould in the fame manner be exaétly.af-
certained, fo that.there may be no doubt. as to the
true Iex\ggh of the ftep.—In propartion: to the
ftrength of fquads, or drills, one or more formed
foidiers.thould accompany, each, to.march on the
flank; give diftances, and, in-other pomts, to re=
gulate the motions. of the drill,

End of Part 1.

PART IL

Or Tae PraTtoon; or Company,

S. XLI.
Formation of the Platoon.

HE recruit being thoroughly grounded in

all the precedmw parts of the drili, is now

to be inftru&ted in the movements of the platoon,
as
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as a more lmmedlate preparation for joining the
battalion : for'this purpofe from 10-to 20 files
zre to be affembled, formed; and‘told off in-the
following manner, asa company in‘the battalion:
The platoon FALLs IN inthree ranks, at clofe Farz 1.
order, with fheuldéred firelocks; the files Tightly
touching, but ‘Wwithout croudmg ; “each man will
then occupy a‘fpace of about 22 inchés: =-The
comimander ‘of the platoon ‘takes poft-on “the
right of the front rank, covered by a'ferjeant in
the rear raik.—Two other ferjeants‘ will form
a fourth or fupernumerary rank three paces
from the rear rank. )
The platoon will be told off into fub-divifions,
and, if of fufficient ﬁerenlr-th, into four fe&tions ;
but as a feGion fhould never be lefs than five
files, it will'often-happen that, for.the purpofes
of march, three fections only can be formed.
The four beft: trained foldiers are to'be placed
in the front rank, on the rlght and left of each
fub=divifien, '
‘When thus formed ‘the platoon will be prac-
tifed in
8]}:) %nllgg(;fand % Ranks. (Sec. 26 and 27, )
to the front, RS by the =~
Drefﬁng{ to the redr, }nght,and
- “Lin aw oblique direction,"}left; -
and be exercifed in the'feveral motions of the
firelock, as have been- fhevm in“the prccedmz
part.. o
Clofe order is the chlef and pnmary orderin
which the: battalion, -and its: parts, at all times
aflemble; “dnd “form.—Open ‘order- is only ‘ré-
garded‘as an-exception from'it, and occaﬁona]}y
ufed'in fituations of parade, and thow.—In
clofe order,»the' ‘rear Tanks are clofed up to with-
in
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in one pace ; the length of which is to be taken
from the heels of one rank, to the heels of the

. next rank.—In open order, they are two paces

dittant from each other.

In order to diftinguifh the words of command
given by the inftru&tor of the drill (who repre-
fents the commander of the battalion), from thofe
given by the commander of the platoon, or its
divifions, the commands of the former are.in

CAPITAL Letters, thofe of the latter in Italiés.

s, XLIL
Marching to the Front.

YN the drill of the platoon, the perfon inftruct-
ing muft always confider it as a company in
battallon, and regulate all its' movements upon
that principle ; he will therefore, before he puts
it in motion to front, or rear, indicate which
flank is to dire&, by giving the word, EYEs
RigHT, Or EYEs ‘LEeFT; and then, MARCH.
—Should the right be the dire&ing flank, the
commander of the platoon himfelf wxllﬁxon ob-
jeéts to miarch upon, in a line truly perpendicular
to the front of the platoon ; and when the left .
flank is ordered to dire&,. he and his covering

“ferjeant will fhift to the left of the front rank, and

take fuch obje&ts to march upon.—To MarcH
onone objeé’c only, and to preferve a ftraight line,
is.an.operation.not to be depended on ; the con-
du&torof the platoon before the word, MaRcH, is
given, will therefore endeavour to remark fome
diftinct obje& on the ground, in his own front,

- and
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and. perpendicular to the direing fiank : he
will then “obferve fome nearer and intermediate
pointinthefameline, fuch asa ftone, tuft of grafs,
&e. ; thefe he .will, move upon with accuracy,
and, as he approaches the neareft of thofe points,
" he muft from time to time chufe frefh ones, in
. the original direGion, which he. will by this
means preferve, never having fewer than ywofuch
points to move upon.- If no objelt in the true
line can be afcertained, his own: fquarenefs of
perfon muft determine the dire&ion of the march.

A perfon placed in the rear of a body can,
more readily than.if placed in its front, deter-
mine the line which is perpendicular to fuch
front; and, could we {fuppofe ranks and files moft
perfeétly correct, the prolongation of each file
would be a perpendicular to the front of the body.

As the MARrcH of every body, except'in the
cafe of inclining; is made on lines perpendicular
to its then front, each individual compofing that
body muft in his perfon be placed, and remain
perfeCtly {quare to the given line ; otherwife he
will naturally and infeniibly move in a dire&ion
. perpendicular to his own perfon, and thereby o-
penaut, or clofe in, accerding to the manner in
which he is turned from the true point of his
March.—If the diftortion of a fingle man ope-
rates in this manner; and all turnings of the head
do fo diftort him, it may be eafily imagined what
that of feveral will occafion, each of whom is
.marching on a different front, and whofe lines
of direction are - crofling each other.

Accuracy and {quarenefs of pofition, the equa-
lity of cadence and ftep, the light touch of the
files, which is never to be relinquithed, juft dif-
tances, and truelines of movement, will give,
‘without apparent confiraint, the hcad being

: - F turncd,
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turned, or the leaft trouble taken in dreffing, the
moft decifive exaltnefs in the marches, and ope-
rations, of the largeft bodies.

- The platoon, during its march in line wxl] oc-
cafionally be ordered to

Step out . - vide Se&. 710
./War,é‘ tizne i ' 11

Step jhort ' - 12
0pm, and clofe ranh —— 32
Obligue : —_—

35

- S. XLII
The Side Step. -

HE fide,or clofing flep,muft allobe frequent-

ly prallifed; itis veryneceflary,and ufeful on
niany occafions, when halted, and when a very
fmall diftance is to be moved to either fAank :—
As for inftance, to open, or clofe files ; to join
one divi“ou te, or open it from another ; to.re-
gain an interval inline ;' to move a whole bat-
talion, or parade, 20, or 30 paces to a flank ; to
reguiate dittances between clefe columns, before
dcpno;mg :—alterations made in this manier are

: 1mperce‘)ub‘e from the front, and better.made,

than by facing, and file marching : the words of
command muft be decided, and ftrong.

When the whole platoon is to clofe, at the
word, To THE RIGHT CLOSE, the platoen offi-
cer takes one ftep tothe front and inftantly faces
about, the covering ferjeant rep]acmg him: On
the word, MarcH, the whole move together ’
agreeably to the diretions (in Se&. 14).

'the word, HaLT, the platoon officer refumes hls

place,
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place, having ftepped in the fame manner as the.
men, but fronting them, and thereby afiifted-in
preferving the direcion. :

S. XLIV.
Tbe Back Step.

HE platoon muft be accultomed from the
3 halt, at the words, STEP BACK, MARCH, 57
to ttep back any ordered number of paces in the zacr,
ordinary time, and length, as it is an operation “A*<%
that may be irequently required froma battaliom

8. XLV.
File mavching.

- WN marching by files, the commander of the -

I platoon will lead the front rank ; therefore’
when-the movement is by the l&ft, oo the word,
To THE LETT FACE, he and his covering {er- (,¢pr
jeanty, will inftantly thift to the left flank of the Facz.
platoon ; at the word, QUICK MARCH, the gyycx
whole fteps off together, (vide fet, 18.); and Maxcs.
on the wordy, fZalt, Front, the leader, and his g,
ferjeant, will return to their pofls on the right, From.

8. XLVIL
I/Vbeéling [from a Halt.
EN wheeling either forward, or backward from

a halt, the.commander of the platoon, on the
Fa2 - word,
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wo‘d RiGHT OR LEFT” ‘WHEEL, moves out,and
places himfelf one pace in front of the center of
his platoen : during the wheel, he turns towards
his men, and inclines towards that -flank which
has been named as the dire@ing, or pivot one,
giving the word, Halt, Drefs, when his wheel-
mg man has Juﬂ: compleated the required de-
gree of wheel :"he then fquares his platoon, but
without moving what was the ftanding flank,

and takes his po& on the now dire&ing ﬂank

S. XLVII.

Wheeling far;uardl‘b) Sub-divifions from
ine.

N the word, BY SUB-DIVISIONS, TO THE
RIGHT WHEEL, the commander of the,
platoon places himfelf one pace-in front of the
center of the right fub-divifion, at'the fame time
the men on the right of the front rank of each
fub-divifion-face to the right.

At-the word, ‘/.[ARCH, each fub-divifion fteps
off in wheeling time, obferving the directions gi-
venin (Seét. 19and 37). The commander of
the platoon turning towards the men of the lead«

~ing {ub-divifion, and inclining to its left (the
proper pivot flank ), gives the word, Halt, Drefs,

for both fub-divitions, as his wheeling man is
taking the laft ftep that finifhes the wheel {quare;
and inttantly polts himfelf on the left, the pivot
flank.—The ie._,eam coverer, during the wheel
goes round by the rear; and takes poit énthe pi-
vot flank of the fecond 1ub divifion.~—Itis to be
obferved, that the _con.mander of the platoon in.

: - variably

\
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~ariably.takes poft.with-the leading fub-diviflon ;
therefore, when: the. platoon wheels by fub-divi-
fions to the left, - the commander of the platoon
moves out to. the center of the left fub-divifion,
and during the wheel inclines towards-the. right,
now become:the proper pivot flanks of the fub-

divifions, .. , . ... L

. The proper. pivot -flank in. column is that
which, when wheeled up to, preferves the divi-
fions of the line in the natural order, and to their
proper front : the other may be called the reverfe
flank. : o S
- In column, divifions cover and drefs to the
proper pivot flank : to the left when the right is
in front : and to the right when the left is in
front. e _

L

S. XLVIII.

Wheeling backward by Sub-divifions from
: - Line, L

“JYHE platoon will alfo break into. open co-
. lumn of fub-divifions by wheeling back—
wards.—When the right is. intended to be in
front; at the word,  BY SUB-DIVISIONS, ON By sus-
YOUR LEFT, BACKWARD WHEEL, the com-?!vist-
mander of the platoon moves out brifkly .and 75 °F
places himfelf in front of the center of the right Lzrr
fub-divifion,—The man on the Ieft of the front 2acx-

rapk of each fub-divition at. the fame time faces V222
to-the right. . e )
-On the word, MarcH,: each, fub-divifion 1, cx.
wheels backward in quickeft time, asdireQed in
Sec. 21, and Sed. 38. During the. wheel, the
commander of the. platoon turns towards. his
B F 3 men,
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men, inclining at'the fime tithe 6 the left, or pi:
vot flank,* and on compledting the wheel,  gives
the ‘word,® Halty Dréfs; ‘to  both'divifions 5 he;
and his covering ferjeant, then place themfelvés

-on the left flanks of their fub-divifions.

It may be confidered ‘as 2 rule almoft general
(the reafons for which are given in the following
part) that all. wheels of :the battalion, ot line,
(when halted and when:the divifions do not ex-
ceed 16, or 18 files,) into ‘column, thould be
backward.—And “all wheels from column into
line, forward.—The only neceflary exceptions
feem to be in narrow  ground where there is not
room for fuch-wheels.

. XLIX.

Marching on an Alignement, in Open Co-
lumn of Sub-divifions.

HE platoon having wheeled backwards by

- fub-divifions from line, (as direted in the
foregoing Seétion) and a diftant ‘marked object
in the prolongation of the two pivot flainks being
taken ; the commander of the platoon, who is.
now on the pivot flank of the leading fub-divi-
fion, immediately fixes on his intermediate points
to march on,. {vide Set. 42.)  On the word,
Marcn, given by the inftruftor of the drill,
both divifions ftep off at the fame-inftant; the
leader of the firft divifion marching with the ut-"
moft fteadinefsand equality of pace ‘on the points
he has taken ; and the commander of the fecond

- divifion preferving the leader of the firft in dn
‘exact line with the'diftant objeét’; at*the fame

time
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time he keeps the diftance neceffary for forming
from the preceding divifion; which diftance is
to be taken from the front rank.—Thefe obje&ts
are in themfelves fufficient to occupy the whole
attention of the leaders of the two divifions;
therefore they muft not look to, nor endeavour
to corre®, the march of their divifions, which
care muit be entirely left to the non-commiffi-
oned officers of the {upernumerary rank.

S. L.

Wheeling into Line Jrom Open Column of
o Sub-divifions.

HE piatcon being in open column of fub-
E divifions, marching at the ordinary ftep on
the alignement, receives the word HaLT, fromHawT.
the inftru&or of the drill ; bothdivifions inftant-
ly halt, and the inftructor fees that the leaders
of the divifions are correct on the line in which
they have moved ; he then gives the word (fup-
pofing the right of the platoon to be in front) by
fub-divitions, To THE LEFT WHEEL ANDLzrr
FORM ; on which the commander of the platoonwneee
goes to the center of his fub-divifion, the two o>
pivot men face to their left exactly fquare with
the alignement, and a ferjeant runs out and
places himfelf in a line with them, fo as te mark
the precife point at which the right flank of the
leading fub-divifion is to halt, when it {hall have
compleated its wheel.—At the word, M ARCH, Marcn.
the whole wheel up in quickeft time; during
the wheel, the commander of the platoon, turn-
ing towards his men, inclines to the wheeling
K flank,
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flank, and gives the word, Halt, Drefs, at the
moment the wheel of the divifion is compleating;
the commander of the platoon, if neceflary, cor-
reQs the internal drefling of the platoon on the
ferjeant and pivot men ; this drefing muft be
quickly made, and when done, the commander
of the platoon gives the word, Eyes front, in.a
moderate tone of voice, and takes poit in line as
dire&ted in Se&. 41. _

In all wheels of the divifion of a column (ei-
ther from the halt, or from the march), thatare
made on a halted pivot; the flank firelock of the
front rank on the hand- wheeled to, is fuch pi-
vot, not the officer who may be on that flank,
and whofe bufinefs it is to conform to it.. .

All wheelings by fub-divifions, or fe&ions,
from line into column, or from column into line,
are performed on the word given by the com-
mander of a battalion, when the whole of a bat-
talion is at the fame inftant fo to whecl, or on
the word given by the commander of the compa-
ny, when companies fingly, or fucceflively, fo
wheel : they are not to be repeated by the
teaders of its divifions.

S. LL

In Open Column of Sub-divifions wheeling
into an Alignement.

HE platoon being in open column of fub-
divifions, marching in ordinaty time;

when its leading divifion arrives at the ground,
where the wheel is to commence, it receives the
word Righs, or left, wheel, from its commander ;
on
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on which the rear ranks, if at one pace diftance,
lock up ; the flank front rank man alone halts,
and faces into the new dire&tion, while the o-
thers quicken their pace to the wheeling time,
and regulate their ftep by the outward hand (to
which they have turned their eyes), until the
wheel is compleated.—He then gives the word,
Halt, Drefs, for his divifion to drefs to the hand ¥ar,
itis to move by ; and whenever the fecond divi- Drefs
fion, which has continued to advance in ordina-
ry time, arrives clofe on the wheeling point, he
gives his divifion the word, Aarch, and moves March.
on in ordinary time, fo as its rear rank does not
occafion even a momentary ftop to the divifion
behind it, which at that inftant receives the
word, Wheel, then, Halt, Drefs, and finally, #set,
March, whenever the leading divifion has gain- Hal
ed its proper diftance from, it. . %ﬁ",
* T'he ofiicer conduéting the leading (and every
other) divifion of the column in march, on any
given point or object where it is to wheel intoa
new direction, and to its proper pivot hand ona
halted pivot, always ftops at that point, or ob-
- je&t, clofe-on his own outward hand, and gives
the word, WHEEL, when the front rank of his
divifion has taken oNE pace beyond fuch objeét ;
he thus allows fpace for his own perfon (when
the wheel is finithed) to move cn clofe behind  “ -
‘the new direétion of march. :
But if the proper pivot flank is to be the
wheeling one, each’commander of a divifion
gives his word, #heel, as he fucceffively arrives
at fuch a diftance from the point on which he has
moved, as that at the completion of the wheel,
his divifion may halt perpendicular to the new
line, but ‘with the given point, of courfe, behind
the proper pivot, and that he alfo in his own
' “perfon
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perfon be on the new direliion, prepared to give
hi$ word, March, and to proceed.

. The vear ranks if at one pace diftance muft
clofe up at the word, #/beely and during the wheel
they incline, fo as to cover ‘their proper front
rank men. . )

* The fub-divifions muft take care that they
continue their march correély upon, and wheel
‘exallly at, the point where the Jeading one

~ wheeled, and that they do not fhift to either’

flank, which without much attention they are
~apttodo,

In this manner the fub-divifions fucceed each
other; and if the. words of command be jultly
given; no ftop made on arriving at the wheel-
_ing point ; ‘the wheels performed at an increafed

tivie and ftep ;3 and the proper halt; dreffing, and
“-paufey be m'dde after the wheel ; no.extenfion of
* the column will take placé, but the juft diftances
- between the divifions will be preferved,
< The officer conduéling the direfting flank of
a divifion miay during the wheel be advanced one
or two paces” before -it, .and remain fo, facing
to the flank, that he' may the more critically be.
enabled to give his word, Halt; at which in-
ftant, he will again place himfelf on the flank
ready to judge his diftance, and to give the word
March, ' ' S

. .. 8. LIL
In Open Column of Sub-divifions, "z’v,’yeeling
into a new Direftion, on.a moveable Fivot.
HE commandér of the leading fub-divifi-

on, when at a due diftance from the in-
' ’ tended
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tended new dire&tion, will give the word, Rlo'l)wal:t
(or left) fhoulders ﬁrward(vxde Se&t. 22), and Bruldrs
he himfelf carefully preferving the rate of march, /7w
without the leaft alteration of ftep or time, will
begin to circle in his own perfon from ‘the old
into the new direction, fo as not to make aa ab-
rupt wheel, or that either flank fhall be ftation-
ary ; the reft of his divilion on the principle of
drefling will conform to the direCtion he is gi-
ving them : when this is effeCted he will give
the word, Forward.—The leader of the fecond Forward,
fub-divifion, when he arrives at the ground on
which the firft began to wheel, will in this man-
ner follow the exa& tra& of the firft, always
preferving bis proper diftance from hun. .

Thus without theconftraint of formal wheels;
a column, when not configed on its flanks, may
be conduéted in all kinds of winding and change-
able directions : for if the changes ‘be made gra-
dual and circling, and that the pivot leaders of
divifions purfue their proper path, at the fame
uniform equal pace, the true diftances of divi- -
fions will be preferved, which is the great regu-
Iating objeét on this occafion, and to which eve-
sy other confideration muft give way.

s, LI
Countermarch by Files.

HE platooun, when it is to countermarch,
muit always be confidered as a divifion of
" abattdlion in column ; the inftru&lion of the
drill will therefore, previous. to his giving the
.cautxon to countermarch, fignify. whether the
right or left is fuppofed to be in front, that the

commander
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commander of the platoon, and his covering
ferjeant, may be placed on the pivot flank, be-
fore fuch caution is given, as it is an invariable
rule in the countermarch of the divifions of a
column by files; that the facings be made from
the flank, then the pivot one, to the one which

is to become fuch.
= Facz. On the word, T'0 THE RIGHT, or left FACE,
- the platoon faces, the cominander of it imme-
diately goes to the other flank, and his covering
ferjeant, advancing to the fpot which he has
- quitted, faces to the right about. At the word,
Quicx  QUICK MARCH, the whole, except the ferjeant
Magen. coverer, fteps off together, the platoon officer
wheeling fhort round the rear rank (viz. to his
right, if he has fhifted to the right of the pla-
toon ; or to his left, if he be on the left of it ;)
and proceeds, followed by the platoon in file,
till he has conduéted his pivot front rank man
_clofe to his ferjeant, who has remained immove-
Hale, able ; he then gives the words, Halt, Frnt,
f)’;";"' and Drefs ; fquares, and clofes his platoon on

* his ferjeant, and thenreplaces him. .

All countermarches by files neceflarily tend
to an extenfion of the files ; unity of ftep is
therefore abfolutely indifpenfible, and the great-
eft care muit be taken,that the wheel of each
file be made -clofe, quick, and at an increafed
length of ftep of the wheeling man, fo as not to
retard or lengthen out the march of the whole,

, C S LIV, S
- Whesling on the Center of the Platoon. -
HE platoon muft be accuftomed to wheel

upon its-center, half backward, half for ..
S ward,
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ward, and to be pliable into every (hape, which
circumftances can require of it; but always in
order, and by a decided command.

The Words of command are,

IGHT
PraToON, ON R ’
g LErT,
vour CEN-
TERTO THE RicuT ABOUT,
LEeFT ABOUT,

When the wheel to be made is to the right,
or right about, the right half platoon is the one
to wheel backward, and the left forward :—The.
reverfe will take place, when.the wheel is to be
made to the left, or to the left about.—~On the
word MaRrcH, the whole move together in the Marca,
quickeft time, regulating by the two flank men,
‘who during the wheel preferve themfelves in a
line with the center of the platoon ;—as foon as
the required degree of wheel is performed,. the |
commander of the platoon gives the word, Halt, Halt,
Drefs, and inftantly fquares it from that flank, 2%
on which he himfelf is to take poit.

WHEEL.

S. LV
Oblique Marihing..

YE inftru@or of the drill will have the ob-

lique march frequently pradtifed, in pla-

téon, in fub-divifions, and in file: (Vide Selt.
XXXV. XXXVI.) He will fee when in divi-
fions, that the rear, ranks lock well up, and cover
exally ;—when in file, that the exact diftances
are preferved brtween the files ;—and in both
cafes, that the platocn during its’ march, con-
tinues parallel to the pofition from which it
commenced obiiquing. ' '
: ‘ . S.LVIL
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S. LVI.

Jucreafing and diminifbing the Front of an
' Open Colutan balted..

Increafing.

HE platoon ftanding in open column of

fub-divilions (fuppofe the right in front),
receives from the inftrufor of the drill, a caution
to.FORM PLATOON., The commander of the
platoon inftantly orders, Rear fub-divifion, to the
left oblique, quick march. When it has obliqued
fo as to open its right flank, he gives the word,
Forward 3 aad on its arriving in aline with the
firlt divifion, he orders, Hait, Drefs, and takes
poit on the left, the pivot flank of the platoon.

Diminifhing.

On the cautionary command from the inftruc- .

tor of the drill; to ForRM suB-DIVisIONS, the
commander of the platoon orders, Left fub-
divifion to the right face ; aud inftantlyon facing,
the three leading fles difengage to the rear, the
ferjeant coverer running round to head them :—
On the word, Quick march, the ferjeant con-
ducts the fub-divifion in file, to its proper dif-
tance in rear of the firft fub-divifion.—The

commander of the platoon having moved to .

the left flank of the leading divifion, as foon as

he fees the rear file of the fecond in a line with
his own perfon, gives the words Halt, Front,

and Left, Drefs. The ferjeant coverer at the
fame time moves brifkly to his poft on the left
flank of the rear fub-divifion, and fquares it.

It is to be obferved as a gerieral rule, in dimi-
nifhing the front of a column, by the doubling

of fub-divifious, or fe&ions, (whether the co- °

lumn,
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lumn, be halted, or in motion) that the fub-
divifion, "or feion, on the reverfe flank, is the
one behind which the other fub-divifion, or fec-

“‘tions double ; thus, when the righe is in front,

“the doubling will be in rear of the right divifich;
‘and, vice verfa, when the left is-in front; by
which means, the column ‘is at all times in a
fituation to form line to the flank, with its di-

" vifions in their natural order, by fimply wheel-
ing up on the pivot flanks,—And in encreafing
the front of a column, the rear fub-divifions,. .
or {eCtions, oblique to the hand the pivot flank

“is-on; {o'that when the right is in front, the
obliquing wiil be to the left; and the reverfe
when the lefi is in front,

S. LVIL.

Increafing and diminifbing the Front of an
Open Column on the March,

. - Increafing,
"HE platoon marching at the ordinary-time
in open column of {ub-divifions (fuppofe
the right in front), receives from the intructor
of the drill the caationary command FORM PLA-Foanm
TOON 3 the commander of the platoon inftantly Fra7oo¥
- gives the words, Lsft obligue—quick march 3 on L4 0.
_which the rear fub-divifion wbliques to the left, ligwe.
and as foon as its right flank is open, rcceives%’r‘fb
the word Forward. —When it gets up to the firlt Foropard,
fub-divifion (which has continued to march,
with the utmoft ficadinefs, at the ordinary pace),
the commander of the platoon gives the words,
Halty March, and takes poflt on the pivot flank, Hat,
G 2 Diminifbing Mérche
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_ Diminifhing. .
When the inftru@or of the drill gives the
Fonat caution to FORM SUB-DIVISIONS,the commander
sua-pr. Of the platoon immediately orders, Left fub-
vistoNs. divifisn, mark time; this it does until the right
j‘,.:{;ff:[" one, which continues its march fteadily at the
Mark fimeoOrdinary pace, has cleared its flank ; he then
Quick Ob orders the left fub-divifion, Quick oblique, and
ligue, when he perceives that.it is doubled properly
behind the right one, he gives the word, For-
Fermard, Ward, on which it takes up the ordinary march,
and follows at its due diftance. .

The fame dire€tions that apply to encreafing
or dimiriihing by fub-divifions, apply equallyby
fections, which individually repeat the fame ope~
rations, .

The words for the fub-divifions or feGions,
encreafing or diminifhing the front of a column,
are given by the commander of the company;
and not repeated by thofe of its divifions.

. Increafing and reducing the front of a column,
is an operation that will frequently occur in the
_ masch of large bodies ; and it is of the utmoft
importance that it be performed with exa&nefs.
—The inftructor of the drill muft therefore be
particularly attentive, that the tranfition from
one fituation to the other be made as quick as
poflible; that the leading divifion continues its
march at the regular time, and length of pace,
and the exadt diftances between the divifions be
accurately preferved.—During the operation,
the ranks muft be ‘clofed, arms carried, and the
greatelt attention required from each individual,

S. LVIHI.
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. S. LVIII.

The Platoon in Open Columun of Sub-divi-
Sions to pafs a fbort Defilé, by Greaking
off Files. '

HE platoon is fuppofed in open column of
fub-diviiions, with the right in frong, .

marching in ordinary time; when the leading
divifion is arrived within a few paces of the de-
filé, it receives from the inftructor of the drill an Breax
order to break off a certain number of files,o¥r
(fuppofe three). The commander of theleading ¢ '"*®
divifion inftantly gives the words, Three files on Tiree
the left, right turn ; the named files xmmematelyﬁ% s right
turn to their right, and wheel out in rear of the *™
three adjoining files.—The commander of the
fub-divifion himfelf clofes into the flank of the
part formed.—When the fecond fub-divifion
comes to the fpot where the firlt divifion con-
traéted its front, it will receive the f{ame words
of command from its own leader, and will pro-
ceed in like manner.

Should it be'required to diminifh the front of
the column, one or two files more, the com-
mander of the leading divifion -will, as before,
order the defired number of files to fur 5 on Tws fils,
-which thofe already in the rear will ‘incline to rigit sura
their right, fo as to cover the files now ordered
to break off, and which are wheeling out in the
manner already prefcribed.

Ju this movement the files in the rear of the
fub- divifions muft look well up, foas notto im-=
pede the marchoof the fucceeding divifion,

Asthe defilé widens (or the inftructor of the
drill fhall dire&) the commander of the leading
fub-diviiton, will order files to move up to the

G 3 front, -
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Three fils front, by giving the word, One, two, or three
- tosbe front- files 1o the front ; on which the named files turn

HarT,
IRONT.
LerT
BACK-
WARD

WHEELs
MarcH.

Seét. XLVIII

to their frong(the left) and lengthening their pace,
march up, file by file, to the front of their fub-
divifion, and 1mmed|ately refume the ordinary
pace.—Thofe files which are to continue in the
rear will oblique to the left, lengthening alfo
their ftep, till they cover, and are clofed upto
the three files on the left flank of. thelr fub-
divifion.

S. LIX.
Marching in Quick Time.

HE platoon muft frequently be pra&ifed
to march in quick time, particularlyin
file, until the men have acquired the utmoft
pfecifion in this movement, which is fo effential
in all deployments from clofe column. ~—The -
plateon will alfo occafionally be marched infront
at the fame ftep, as it may be fometxmes requi-

red from {mall bodies.

S, LX.
Forming to the Front from File,

HE platoon when marching in file. may
form to its front, either in fe&ions, fub-
divifions, orin platoon.—The right flank being
fuppofed to lead, on the word, HaLT, FRONT,
the platoon mﬂant]v ha]ts, and faces to its left ;
the word is ihen given, BY SECTIONS sUB-

" DIVISIONS, Or PLATOON; ON YOUR LEFT BACK=

WARD WHEEL, and at the word MarcH, the
wheel ordered iz made in the manner dlreé’(ed in

But
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- But in fituations ‘where it may have been ne-.
ceflary to order an extenfion of-files, (fuch as.

will fometimes occur in marching through the
ftreets of a town) abody thus moving, in order
to avoid incorre& diftances between thedivifions,

may form to the front in the following manner,
either by platoon, fub-divifions, or fections.—

On the word, To THE FRONT FORM PLATOON; FronT
the front rank man of the leading file alone halts, Form

“and is inftantly covered by his center and rqar PATOON-
rank men ; every other file of the platoon makes
a half face to the left, and fucceffively moving
up, drefles on the right file; when the com-
mander of the platoon fees it is properly dreffed,
he gives the word, Eyzs left, and places. himielf Eyesleft,
on the pivot flank. ’ :

Should the order have been, To THE FRONT Front
FORM SUB-DIVISIONS (OR SECTIONS), thelead- form Sua-
ing fub-divifion, or fection, will proceed in the 273"
manner already detailed for the platoon ; the fuc-
ceeding fub-divifions, or fedions, will each conti-

‘nue moving on, until its front file arrives at the
proper forming diftance, from the divifion in its pree
front, when it will receive from its commander firm
the word, To the front form, and will inftantly
form up by files, in the manner already defcribed.

S. LXI.

Forming from File to either Flank.

THE platoon marching in file (fuppofe from’
the right) has only to halt, and front, .to
be formed to the left flank. L
To form to the right, it will receive the word,
To the right form; the front rank man of the Rigse
leading file, inftanty turns to his right, andferm
. halts;
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halts ; his center and rear rank men at the fame
time move round and cover him.—All the other
files of the platoon make a half turn to their left,
and move round fucceflively, in a line with the
right hand file ; the center and rear rank men of
each file, keeping clofed well up ¢ to-their file
leaders. :

-§. LXII.

To form toeither Flank, from Open Column
of Sub-Divifions or Seftions.

HE platoon marching in the ordinary time-

! in open colurmn of fub.divifions, or fec-
tions, to form to its Jeft, receives the words,
HALT, LEFT WHEEL AND FOR M, MARCH, &ec.
and proceeds as has already been thewn in Sec-
tion L.

To form the platoon to its nght flank, the
inftruétor of the drill gives the cautionary word
of command, To THE RIGHT FORM THE PLA-
TOON ; on whxch the commanders of the feveral
divifions fhift to the other flank, and the com-
mander of the leading fub-divifion, or fe&tion,
inftantly gives-the word-to his divifion, Right
wheel ; “and when it has wheeled fquare, he or-

balty rights ders, Hait, right drefs 5 goes to the right flank

drefs,

Left ob-

sigue

I%mmnd

of hrs divificn; and drefles it on the intended

Tline of formation.— The commander of theother

fub-divifion, or fectiens, on the leading one
being ordered ‘to wheel, gives the word to the
To the left oblzqm’, and gradually inclines, fo as
to be able to march clear of the rear rank-of the
divifion forming ; this being effelted, the word,
Forward. will e given to each dxvnﬁon, and

they
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“they move on in the rear of the one formed.—
When the fecond fub-divifion, or fe&tion, is ar-

rived at the left flank of the firlt, its commander

gives the word, Right wheel, then, Halt, drefs up; Righe

“on which the divifion moves up into the’ line, b

. ¢ 3, . . . alty drefs

with the one formed; and ‘its commander in- up
ftantly places himfelf, two or three files, from

the left of his firft divifion, and drefies his own

on it, as quickly and as accurately as poffible.—

Thus each fucceeding fection would proceed,

until the whole bg formed.

8. LXIIL

The Platooin moving to the Front, to gain
Ground to a Flank, by a March in Echel-
lon, by Seftions. ,
N the drill of the platoon, when the foldier is
- completely formed, he may be taught to. -

march in echellon, by fe®ions. This is a very
ufeful movement for a battalion, or larger body
moving in line, that is required to gain ground
to a flank, and may be fubltituted inftead of the
oblique march.—It will be performed in the fol-
“lowing manner.
The platoon marching to the front in the or-
dinary time, receives the word, BY SECTIONSSec-
TO THE RIGHT ; the right hand men of the TIo¥%
front rank of each fe&ion, turning in a finall de-"***""
gree to their right, mark the time for three
paces, during which the fections are wheeling in
ordinary time on their pivot men ; at the fourth
pace, and at the word, Forward, the whole moveForwars
on direct to the front that each fection has now
acquired
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" ‘acquired, and the commander. of each/fe&ion, ha-
viig taken poft on the right of his divifion, the
= .platoon continues its march in echellon.. . .

Form'  .On the .word, ForRM PLATOON, the pivot
-PraTooNinien inark the time for three paces, turning back
in a fmall degree to their left, the original front,
and.-the fectigns inftantly wheel backward into
" line ; at the - fourth pace’ the:whole move for-
Forwars ward. When the platoon is in two ranks only,
" two paces inftead of three will be fufficient, to
mark time, and to ftep off at the third, inftead of

the fourth pace,

_ S.LXIV.
From three Rauks forming in two Ranks,

HE platoon halted, is ordered, ForM Two

Form ° DEEP 3 the rear rank men of the left fub=

Two divifion, -inftantly ftep back one'pace ; on the

PEEP word, LEFT FACE, the'rearrank of both fub-di-

Facz. Viflons face ; the word Quick MaRrcH s then

Quicx  given, on which the men of the rear rank ofthe

Mascre Jeft fub-divifion ftep fhort, until thofe of the

right get up to them ;- they then move on with

them in file ; as their rear is clearing the left

flank of the platcon, the commander. (who has

, fhifted to this flank during the movement) gives

Hely,  the words, Halt, front, drefs up, he: inftantly

Frant,  drefles them on the ftanding part of his platoon,

Drefs up* and refumes his poft on the right.—One third,

or one more fub-divifion, is thus added to the

front of the company,  which is here fuppofed
ftanding, as one in a battalion column.

S. LXV,
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. §. LXV. . L
From two Ranks, formmg mta tbree Rmzk:. :

HE platoon, bemg halted and Lold offinto
, " three fe&ions, it receives the word, FORM Form
THREE DEEF ;. on which the third fe&tion. xnbg“;:"
ﬁzntly ﬁeps back one pace ;. the word; RIGHT Rigur
FACE is then gwen, and the manon the right of Face.
its front rank, on facing; difengages a little.to
his right ; 3 -on the word, - QUICK MARCH, the Quicx
front rank men of the third fc&ion ftep off; thofe Mazcr,
of the other rank mark the time, till they have ’
paft, and then follow.—When the leading man
has got to the right of the platoon, the comman-
der gives the word Halt,fram, on ~which each g,
man halts, faces to his left, -aiid 1nf’cantly covers front.
his proper ﬁﬁe leader. :

N-purfuance of the foregoinginftructions, and
oun the principles they contain, every com-
pany of a battalion muft be frequently exercifed
by its own officers, each fuperintending a rank;
or an allotted part- of the whole.—And on a
fpace of 70 or 8o yards fquare, can every cir-
cumftance be pradtifed, that is neceflary to qua-
lify it for the operations of the battalion.—That
fpace being pointed out by under officers, or
other marks, as directed at the latter end of the
firt part, the company will, both at open and -
clofe files, without arms, and wnth arms,

By Ranks,

it March, lﬁ fingle file, by fucceflive ranks,

a!ong the 4 iides of the fquare.——-The fame, by
EWO’S. )

2d,
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2d. March, and wheel, by ranks of fours j—
File off ﬁnOIV and double up, preferving proper”
diftances, and not quickening on the wheel.

3d. March, and wheel, by fub-divifions of
ranks.

4th. March, and wheel, by wnole ranks. E

sth. Mareh to front, and to rear 5 raxms at
10-paces afunder.

6th. March the company in a fingle rank to
front, and to rear, by a flank, and by the center.

7th. Oblique by ranks.

“8th. Open, and clofe files, and intervals, by
the {ide ftep.

gth. March in file, to either flank.

- 1oth. Ranks fucceflively advance 6 or 8 pa-
ces ; halt, and drefs,.—Ranks fucceﬂxvely {all
back 6, or 8 paces ; halt and.drefs.

lnh Advance, or retire 2 or 3 ﬂank men ;
the ranks drefs to thems
1zth. Open, and clofe ranks.

At Clofe Ranks, and Files.

13th. March, and wheel in all dire&ions, by
fub-divifions, and by company.—8horten itep,
aivd lengthen it, the march to be made both in
ordinary and quick time.—~The wheels to be-
made in wheeling time.

14th. Advance, and retire, 2 or'3'ﬁank files,
and drefs to them.

15t Open, and clofe to- the flank, by the
fide-ftep.

r6th, Change front by the countermarch by
files,

r7th. March in file to the flanks, clofe, and
without opening vut.—Form to thc {ront, or o0
either-flank,

ISth March obuque.

1gth, .
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1gth, Sub-divifions double on the march, and
again form up, by obliquing. :

20th. Wheel backwards by fub-divifions.—
March along the line, to prolong it ;—form to
the flank, by wheelingup ; or to the front by
obliquing. : .

.21, File from the flank of company to the
rear, as in the paflage, of lines:— Halt, front ;—
Clofe into pivot file :—Wheel up; as in forming
in line. .

22d. From 3 deep, forin 2 deep.

23d. From z-deep, form 3 deep. - o

24th. Exercife of the firelock, manual, and
platoon, by ranks, and company.

~ 25th, Firings by files, fub-divifions, and com-
ny. . :
)The neceflary paufes, and formations, betwixt
thefe movements, in order to conneét them,
muft of courfe be made.—They may be pralti-
fed in waatever fucceffion fhall at the fame time
be found proper.—Thé greateft precifion muft
be required, and. obferved, in their execution,,
according to the rules already laid dowa.

- Every officer muft be inftru&ted in each in-
dividual circumftance required of a recruit, or a
foldier ; alfo in the exercife of the fword ; and
accuftomed to - give words of command, with
that energy,. and precilior, which is fo effentizl.
—Every officer, on firlt joining a regiment, is
to be examined by the commanding officer ; and,
if he is found imperfect in the knowledge of the
movements required from a foldiery, he muft be
ordered to be exercifed- that he may learn their
jutt execution, T'ill he is mafter of thofe points,
and capable of inftruéting. the men under his

. . command
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command, he is not to be permitted to take the
command of a platoon in-the. battalion.

Squads of officers muft be formed, and exer-
cifed by a field officer ; they mult be marched in
all directions, to the front, oblique, and to'the
flank 5 they muft be marched in line, at platoon
diftance, and preferve their drefling: and line
from an advanced center : they muft be placed
in file at platoon diftance, and. marched. as in
open column ; they muflt change dire@iony-as in
file, and cover anew in column. In thefe, and
other fimilar movements, the pace and the dif-
tances are the great objects to be maintained.—
From the number of files in divifion, they muft
learn accurately to judge -the ground neceflary
for each, and to extend that knowledge to the
_ front of greater bodies. They mult acquire
the habit of readily afcertaining by-the eye, per-
pendiculars of march, and the fquarenefs of the
wheel, :

An officer muft .not only know the poft,
which he thould occupy, in all changes of fitua-
tion, the commands which he fhould give, and
the general intention of the required moveinent;,
but he thould be mafter of the principles, on
which cach is made; and of the fauits that may
be committed, in order to avoid them himfelf,
and to inftru&t others.—Thefe principles are in
themfelves. fo fimple, vhat moderate refletion,
habit, and attention, will foon fhow.them to the
eye, and fix them in the mind ; and individuals,
from time to time, when qualified, muft be or-
dered to exercife the battalion, or its parts.

The complete inftruction of an officer enlarges
with his fituation, and at laft takes in the whole
circle of military fcience :—From the variety of
knowledge required of him, his exesrtion m‘l;)ﬂ:

e
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be unremitting, every oneftriving to make him.
felf mafter of his own part.

Belides the inftru@ion peculiar to the under
oficers, ‘they . thould-be . exercied in the fame
manner as the officers are; as they are frequently
called on, to replace them :«~The necefiity alio
of . erder, fteadinefs, filence, and of executing
every thing deliberately, and without hurry,
fhould be ftrongly inculcated in-the infaniry
foldier,

End of Pare 11,



Formation of the Company.

THE company is always to be fized from
flanks to center,

‘I'he company'is formed three deep.. .

The files lightly touch when firclocks are
fhouldered and carried, but  without crowding 3
and each man will.occupy a fpace of about twen-
ty-two inches. o

Clofe order is the chief and primary order, in
which the battalion and its parts at -all times-af-

“femble and form.—Open order is only regarded
as-an exception from it, and occafionally ufed in
fituations of parade and fhiew.—In clofe order;
the officers are in the ranks, and the rear ranks
are clofed up within one pace. In open order
the officers are advanced three pages, and the
raniks are two paces diftant from each other,

Each company is a platoon.—Each company
forms two {ub-~divifions, and alfo four feétions.
But as feQions fhould never be lefs than five
files, it will happen, when the companies are
weak, that they can only (for the purpofes of
march) form three feétions.

When the company is fingly formed ; the cap-
tain is on the right, the enfign on the left, of
the front rank, cach covered by a ferjeant in the
rear rank. ‘The Jicutenant is in the rear, as alfo
the drummer and pioneer in a fourth rank, at
threc paces diftance. e

The left of the front rank of each fubdivifion
is marked by a corperal. _ The right of the left
fubdivifion may be marked by the other corporal,

: When
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“When neceﬂ'ary, the places of abfent officers’
may be fupplied by ferjeants, thofe of ferjeants
by corporals, ‘and thofe of corporals by intelli-
gent men.

When the company is to join others, and the
battalnon, or part of it to be formed ; the enfign
and his cevering ferjeant quit the flank, and fall
into the fourth rank, until otherwife placed:

When tbe Company is to take Open Order from
Clofe Order.

At thls command, the flank men on the right ..
and left of the rear ranks, ftep back to mark the ranks rake
ground on which each rank refpe@ively is -to Vb order.
halt, ‘and drefs at open diftance ; they face to
the right, and ftand covered ; every other indi-
vidual remains ready to move.

At this command, the rear rank dreflers front, March,
and the rear ranks fall back one and two paces
each drefling by the right, the inftant it arrives
on-its ground : The officers move out ia front
three paces, and divide their ground : One fer-
jeant is on each flank of the front rank : The
pioneer remains behind the center of the rear
rank : The drummer places hxm{elf on the right
of the right ferjeant.

When the Company is to take Clofe Ordef Srom

Open Order.
The ofﬁcers, ferjeants, drummcr, face to the p.,,
right, Razks
The ranks clofe within one pace, marching ‘% C4ff
one and two paces, and then halting. : Mmb,

The officers move round the fanks of the
company to their refpective pofts : The ferjeants
and drummersfall back, and each individual re-
fumes his place, as in the-original clofe order.

H 3 The
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The above regards the company when fingle ;
but when united in the battalion, ather pofts are
alotted to the drummer and pioneer.

Formation of the Battalion.

PERFECT  uniformity in the formation

and arrangement of all companies and bat-
talions, is indifpenlible for the execution of juft,
and combined movements. ' :
1 Grenadier.

Strength - . . ’ . ‘

of the-bat- T he battalion is ten companies. { 8 Battalion.

talion. . . I Light. )
3 Officers.

| 2 Serjeants. -
{ 3 Corporals.
| 1 Drummer.
_ {30 Private.
Formztion ~When the companies join and the battalion is
5:1::: bat- formed, there is to be no interval between any of
*  them, grenadier, light company, or other; but
every part of the front of the battalion fhould be
equally ftrong. L
Each company which makes a part-of the fame
line, and is to aét in it, muft be formed and ar-
rangzd in the fame manner. o .
Pofition of L he companies will draw up as follows. from
the com. right to left :—grenadiers ;—1ft captain and
D etion, Mzjor ;—4th and 5th captain ;5—3d and 6th cap-
attalion, _ . . .
tain ;—2d captain and lieutenant colonel ;—
light company. Thecolonel’scompany takes
place according to the rank of its captain : The
four eldeft captains are on the right of the grand
‘ ‘ divifions :

Each company confifts at pre-
fent of '
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divifions ;. officers commanding. comparies or
platoons, are all on the right of thc front rank
of their refpetive.ones... -

The eight. batealion compames wdl compofe Divifions.
four grand divifions ;—eight companies orpla-
toons,—-fixteen fub-divifions,—thirty-two fei-
ons, when fufficiently ftrong to be fo divided,
otherwife twenty-four, for. the purpofes of march.

‘The batualion is alfo divided into right and left
wings.—When the battalion is on a war efta- -
blilhment, each company will be‘divided into
two platoons.—When the ten companies are
with the battalion, they may then, for the pur-
pofes of firing or deploying, be divided into ﬁvc .
grand divifions from right-to left. .

The battalion companies will be numbered

from theright to the left, 1. 2. 3. 4.. 5..6. 7.
8.—The fubd;vlﬁons will be numbered 1. 2. of
each j—the feGions will be numbered 1. 2. 3.
4 of each s—the files of companies will alfo be
.numbered I. 2. 3. 4. &c.—The grenadier and
light companies. will be numbered (eparately in
_ the fame manner, and with the addition of thofe
diftin&ions.—T hefe {everal appellations will be
preferved, whether faced to front or rear.

The companies muft be equalized in point of Compa-
numbers, at all times when the battalion is form-;‘i'cc’deq"a‘
ed for field movement, and could the battalions
"of a line alfo be equalized, the greateft advan-
tages would arife ; but though from the differ.
ent flrengths of battalions this cannot take place,
yet the firft requifite always muft, and is indif<:
pen(able :

Formation
- Ranks are at the diftance of one pace, except ;¢ et ™

the fourth or fupemumerarv rank, which has pattalion

three paces. ' All ‘B‘,ﬁé}’“
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All the- field oﬂicers -and: thc ad_; utant are
mounted.

The commanding officer’ is the only oﬁicer
advanced in front, for the general purpofe of ex-
ercife when' the baitalion is fingle ; but'in the
march'in line; and in the ﬁnncs, he is in-the
rear of the colours.

The lieutenant.colonel is behind the colours,
fix paces from the rear rank..

The major and" adjutant are fix paces in‘th¢
rear of the third and fixth companies.

One officeris on the right of the front rank of
each company or platoon, and one on the left of
the battalion ; all thefe are covered in the rear
rank by their refpective ferjeants ; and the re-
maining officers and ferjeants are in afourth rank
behind their companies.—It is- to be obferved,
that there are no-coverers in'the center rank to
the officers or colours.

The colours are placed between the fourth
2nd fifch battalion’ companies, both in the front
rank, and each covered by a non-commiflioned
officer, or fteady man in the rear rank.—One
ferjeant is in the frent rank betwixt the colours;
he is covered by afecond ferjeant in the rear
rank, and by a third in the fupernumerary rank,
—The fole bufinefs of thefe three ferjeants is,
when the battalion moves in line, toadvance and
direét the march as hereafter mentioned.—The
place of the firft of thofe ferjeants when they
do move out, is preferved by 2-named officer or
ferjeant, who moves up from the (upemumerary
rank for that purpofe.

The fourth- rank is at three paces dnﬂance
when halted, or marching in line.—When
marching in column it muft clofe up to the dif-

" tance of the other ranks.—The eflential ufe of

the
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the fourth rank, is to keep the others clofed up
.to the front during the attack,. and to prevent
any break beginning in the rear; on this im-.
portant fervice, too many officers and non-com-
miflioned officers cannot be employ ed. :

The pioncers are affembled behindche center,
formed.two deep, and ainc paces from the third
rank.,

The drummers of thc eight battalion com-
panies are aflembled into two dxvxﬁons, fix paces
behind the-third rank of their fecond and feventh
companies.— The grenadier and light comipany
drummers and ﬁ.ers, are fix paces behmd their
refpeQive companies.

‘The mufic are three paces behmd thc pioneers
in a ‘ingle ramc, and at all'times as-well as the
drummers and pioneers, are formed atloofe files
only, occupymg no more: {pace thaq is necel-
fary.

The faff ofchap!am, furgeun, quarter-mafter
and {urgeon’s mate, are three paces-bebind the
mufic.

In general, officers’ remain -pofted with their Officers.
proper companies ; but- commanding officers
will occafionally make fuch changes as they may
find neceflury.

- Whenever the officers move out of the front Reolacmg
rank, in parade, marching in column, wheeling ferjoants.

into line, or otherwile,. their places are taken
by their ferjeant coverers, and preferved until
lhc officers again refume them,

- When the lineg is halted, and efpecially during
the firings when engaged ; the {erjeant coverers
Al back into the fourth rank, and obferve their
platoons,

When
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When the Battalion takes Open Order.

~ At this Command —thé flank” men ‘on the
right- of the rear ranks of each company fiep
britkly back to mark-the ground on-which each
rank refpetivelyis to halt. They_/ace to the
right, and cover as- pivots, being regulated and
drefled by the adjutant-or ferjeant ‘major on the
right.—Every othcr individual remams ready to
move.’

At this command—the ﬂank dreflers face to
the front, and the. whole move as follows :

The rear ranks fall back one and.two paces,
each drefling by the right the inftant it.arrives
on the ground
. The officers in the front rank as alfo the coa
lours,: move out three paces-—tho(e in the reary
together with she mufic, move through the in=
tervals left open by the front rank officers, and
divide themfelves, viz. the captains covering
the ‘fecond file from the right, the lieutenants
the fecond file from the left ; and the enﬁgns
appolite.the center.of their refpective companies,

The mufic form between ‘the: colours, and
the-front rank. -

The ferjeant coverers move up to the front
rank, to preferve the intervals left by the: officers.

The pioneers fall back to fix ‘paces diftance
behind the:center of thevear rank, -

‘The:drummers-take the fame dx&ance behmd
their divifions.

The major moves to the r:ght of the line of
officers, —1 he adjutant to the left of the front
rank. - o
The faff place themfelves on the nght of the
front rank of the grenadiers, viz. chaplam,
furgeon, quarter-matter, mate,

Thb



[ 8]

" The licutenant-colonel, and the colonel ' (dif-
mounted), advance betore the colours, two and
four paces, -

- The whole being drrived at their feveral pofts
—Halt—Drefs to-the nght-—-and the battalion
remains formed in parade, in the order in whlch
they would receive a fuperior officer.

‘When the battalion is reviewed fingly, then
in order to. make more- fhow—the divilion of
drummers may be moved up, and formed two
deep on each flank of the line—the pioneers
may form two deep on the right of the drom<

mers of the right—and- the ftaff may form on the
right of the whole.

When the Bat_talz'on‘_'ry'ume:' Clofe Order. Com-

mands.
The -lieutenant-colonel, officers, colours, R ragis
ftaff; mufic, face to the nght . take clafe

The drummers and pioneers (if on the flanks) order
face o the center.

'"The ferjeants (if in the front rank) face to the
right.

" The rear ranks clofe within‘one pace, moving
up oue and two paces, and then halting.

The muﬁc marchcs rhrou'rh the center inter-
val.

Tlre ferjeants,’ drummers, pioneers, &c. &c. Marcs.
sefume their placés, “edch as in-the original for-
mation of the battalioii in-tlofe order.

The officers move through and into their
refpective intervals, and each “individual arrives
at, and placeshimfelf properly at his pott in clofe
order.

On
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.On particular occafions, and when neceflary,
officers commandmg platoons, whoin line are
on the right of their platoons, thift to the left to
condu&t the heads of files, or the pivot flanks of
their divitrons. in column or echellon.

When the battalion wheels by companies or
fub-divifions to either flank into column ; both
colours and the file of directing ferjeants always
wheel to the proper front, and place themfelves
behind the third file from the new pivot,

There is no feparate colour referve ; the pio-
neers, mufic, &c. fufficiently ftrengthen the cen-
ter ; but in the firings the two ﬁles 8n each fide
of the colours may be ordered to referve their
fire.

The conftant order of the light company when
formed in line, and united with the battalion, s
at the fame clofe files as the battalion.—Their
extended order is an occafional exception,

When the light company is detached, and the

“ grenadier company remains, it will be undnwded

.on one flank of its battaiion, whenever there are

feveral battalions in line : but when the battali-
on is fingle; it.is permitted to be occaﬁonally di-
vided on each flank.

When the grenadler or light coxrpamcs are

" detached, and make no part of the line, they map.

be formed two deep, if it is found proper.

~ Witha very few obvious alterations, thefe ge-
neral rules take place when a company or battali-
on .is permitted or ordered to form in two ranks
only—and_which on the prc(em. low eftablifh-
ment of our, battahons, .may: often be - done for
the .purpofes .of exercife and movement on a
more confiderable front : it is alfo evident that
they" generally apply whether the. _companies are
ftrong or weak, and whether a greater or lefler
number of them compofe the battalion.
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ABSTRACT OF THE MOST ESSEN-
TIAL GENERAL -ATTENTIONS
REQUIRED IN THE MOVEMENTS
OF THE BATTALION, AND WHICH
WII.L BE MORE FULLY DETAILED
UNDER THAT HEAD.

Attentions of the Soldicr.

UICK Time is in _general’ confined  to Times of
‘WHEELINGs and FILINGS, ~the -other marci:
“movements of the platoon or battalion are made
in OrRpINARY Time.—It is* very feldom, ‘in=
deed, that they will, or ought, to be required-
at qu)ck time,

All wHERLINGS, forward or backward, are wheela

made quick.—Eyes are turned to the wheellngln55~
hand at the word Aarch(and not before. )—
The wheeling flank-man "fteps ot firm at a
pace of thlrty three inches, till he receives his
‘word Halt; it is the buﬁne{s of the reft of the
rank to keep up to him.——Eyes remain in all
cafes to the wheeling hand, till a new_ order is
given by the commanding oﬁ’icer

All Firmves are made qul(‘k clofe, aad at Filings.

* the Jock-ftep. Files are at notime to open out,
on occafions of exercife, parade, or manceuvre;
but they will often be fo permitted and oz~
DERED, when marching in the flreets, or in
common route marchmg, when the march by
divifions cannot fo conveniently take place,

All Facings mufl be accurately made on pivot
the left heel, Pivot men muft cover. carefully men.
and exacily. In wheeling backward, the frana- :
ing'man faces the opofite way to what he does if
wheeling forward.—Pivot men, ‘whether in
wheeling into celumn, or in wheeling into bat-

“I ’ tRHoﬂ’
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talion, when -once pofted, are to remain im-
moveable, and do not (hift in confequence of
platoon drefling, nor on any account, but by or-
der of the commanding officer of the battalmn,
when he finds it neceﬂary to. require a more cor-
reét drefling from the whole. ,
The grcat 0BSERVANCE of the foldier in the
ranks, and under arms, is - the {quarefefs of the
fhoulders and, body, .the head to the frent, and

‘the eyes only- glanced to the point of dreflinge

When the battalion is halted, and a moreaccu-:
rste dreffing is oxdc;ed,_the head may be 2 little
turned during that operation only, and each man
fhould jait dl(’nngulfh the lower part’of the face
of the fecond man from him:— W hether in move-
ment, or halted, each man b)uﬂr to touch, (with-

" out crowding) his .neighbeus’s arm, towards

whem he drefles,. and to depend on that chiefly
for his line, :

At the word March, the ftamp of the foot is
not to be inade, but. t'xe firft ftep is.to be taken.
as firm. and lengthy as any other, and the body
of each man, if in his true pofition ynder arms,
is prepared for it by an inclination forward, On
the, peefeCt execution of this depends much of
the accuracy of march, On the word March,

“the firft flep in all fituations is taken with the

left foot.. When, the commanding officer of
the battalion gives the word Aarch, the whole
ftep off together, whether in line.or in column.
When he gives the word Halt, the whole halt ac
that inftant,

At the word March, eyes are ‘direted to the
pivet flank, if in column, or to the head of the
file if filing ; to the colouss, if marching in bat-.
talion ; and in general to that point by which
they are conducted.

At



[ 1z ]

Atthe word Halt, the foot in the air finifhes Hak.

its ftep, and the other is"broughtup to it.—Eyes
remain direéted to the pivot flank, if marching
in column } to the colours, if in line ; or to the
‘wheeling flank, if wheeling ; and in general, to
the point to which ‘they were turned when in
movement, until'a new order commands a new
drefling, "Whenever the word Drefs is given by
- platoon officers to their platoons, eyes are turned
to the pivot, where the officer is, and from
whence he correlts them upon a diftant object.

In marching in liné, each man muftt preferve Lire,

his body perfelily fquare, and juft feel the touch

of nis néighbour, who is nearer than himfelf to

the direéting point ;3 and the rear ranis are to

be well locked up, particularly waen firing.  In

marching in. battalion, or when halted, rear ranks

will be locked up ; but in marching in column,
i B

LS o

Tey may 1 genersy DE AL ORS PACT OINARCE
the fteps are to be taken fiem and marked. - -

All alterations in carrying, fupporting arms,c, Carriage o

are doie by the wihtale battalion at once, whether 2w

in line or column, and not by the divifions of it
feparately,—The commanding officer gives the
word, and not the platoon officers’; and no fuch
change is at any time made, but in confequence
of his command ; the men therefore inall cafes,
wheely halt, march, - drefs, 8¢, with their arms
carried, fupported, e, according as the laft gi-
ven command dire&ted them. The fame is to
be obferved- whenever the- batealion, moving in
line, or eolumn, changes its time of march.

In column, when the right of the battalion’ is pivot
in front, the left is the pivot flank 5 and when Flanks,

the left of the battalion is in front, the right is
‘the pivot flank. S

In marching in column, the pivot files.of men Pivot Files

I2 next
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By

_next to the ofﬁcexs,muﬂ have great attention in
: covermu,wh"n the movement is made ina ftraight

lme, as they are points on which the formation

s made, and therefore for that purpofe, they re-
_main, clof«. to their vaot officers, who i in that

Sltuauon cover and give, diftance,
» prpor'ed arms fhould only be-allowed when

balted in line, or when moying in column.—But

the march_in line, and in general all wheelings
up into line, and all formings of the line or
drefling it, thould be made with carried arms, as.
the only fituation which preferves the true’
diftance of files, or can give an accurate line.

i Covering_ Platoon Serjeants.

PN Mmcvmmcnes' Qe amrm ol\hl\mnon--a and
08 WUVaRING OnnJ..nn R

aflifts.the platcon officer in all his movements,
and preferves his place in line, ~or-on the pivot.
flank in column, whenever the officer’s duty re-

guires him occafionally- to quit it.—In battalion,

he covers in the rear rank.—At open order, he
moves into the officer’s place in the front rank.
At clofe order he leaves it for the officer totake
it. In the march in echellen he is on the out-
ward flank of the front rank.

When the battalion breaks irto column to the

-right, or left, the feqeant falls back two paces ;

and when the wheel is finithed, he cavers his
officer.on the pivot flank. AVVhen the Column
marches, if the officer is in front of the platoon,
the ferjeant is on the pivot of the front rank, and
is anfwerable for the platoon diftance ; ifthe
officer remains on the pivot flank, the ferjeant
then falis behind the rear,rank, and covers  the
iccond Ale from the pivot. . When
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VVhen from column, the right in froat pla- Wheeling
toons wheel up to the left in line'; the f‘.r}eam 1ato linc.
at the word #Wheel, goes to the rwht of the front
rank of the platoon, and wheels up with it,
thereby preferving the officer’s place. If the
wheel is te the right, the ferjeant is behind the
right file, ready to move up to the officer’s
place at the conclufion of the wheel. On all
occafions, when any platoon (which is then fe-
parated) joins in linc ta the one on its righe, at
that inftant muft the covering ferjeant be on its.
right, to preferve the place of his-officer, who
may be employed in drefling his platoon.

When the platoons wheel either into line, or Leading
into column, the ferjeant of the leadiiig platoon platoon.
runs out, and marks the point in the line of pi-
vots, where its flank is to halt,

When platoons countermarch in column, the Counter-
ferjeant moves into the officer’s place’ (when he M4rsti
quits it to lead in file), faces to the right-abous,
ftands faft, and becomcs the pivat pomt for the
front rank leader to clofe to after- the caunter-
march is finithed, and his place is occupied by
the officer after dreﬂin\r his divifion.

When the platoons from columns file in or-In File.
der to take a new line, either to the front or
Tear; the ferjeant of each fucceffively, as it ar- -
rives within thirty yards of that line (and no
fooner), runs out, t takes dxﬁance, places himfelf
on it, and remains as a point to which his officer
is to bring, and clofe in the pivot flank man of.
his platoon, and as a point which the officer him-
felf is afterwards to occupy.

"Whenever the battalion halts to fire, the fer- Firings.
Jcants fall back, and in concert with the fuper-
numerary rank, keep the rear ranks well locked
up, and attentive to their duty,—When the bat-

12 talion
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talion again moves, ferjeants refume” thexr pla-
ces.

When the battalion is in column-of fub-dxvx-.
fions, if the officer is ordered to 'march in front.
of his platoon,,the ferjeant is'on the pivot of
the leading fub-divifion,—If the officer is on'the
flank “of his leading fub-divifion, the ferjeant
takes the flink of thé fecond. In column “of
fections the ferjeznt al{o takes the flank of thc
fecond fe&ion." :

In clofe column the ferjeant is on thc ﬂank of
the rear rank behind his.officer § and in formm‘r
line after the halt, front of tbe platoon, he. re-
mains on itgoutward flank.

The ProNEERs in column of march are in
front.—In line; they are formed two deep be-
hind the center,. and nme paces from ‘the rear
rank, .

DrumMERS incolumn ofmarch ‘or clofe co-

- lumn, are with. their companies, and on the’

flank, not the pivot'one—In lme, the grcnadler}.
and light drummers are fix paces béhind the rear
rank of their compames.——'l he battalion drum-.
mers are in two divifions, and formed fix paces |
behind the third and feventh compames.-——ln pa-

rade, at open ranks, the druinners prcferve their.
fix paces from the rear’ rank._ _ '

Whenever the platoon is cautloned td wbeel_
forward or back ward any named niimber of paces
the ferjeant 1mmedxately pofts himfelf before or_
behind the tenth, or any other’ glven file,” from™
the ftanding ﬁank and takes the ordered number
of paces ; ‘when his platoon has, conformed he
places himfelf on its outward flink.

The Music, in open or clofe column‘ areon
the flank, which is not the pivot one’; in line
they are in a ﬁngle rank behind the center,

: twelve
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twelve paces from the rear rank; in pamde, at
open ranks, they are between the colours and
the front rank.

Drummers, muﬁ'c,‘plonevers, &c. will t2ke care Mufic, &e.
not to impede the flank movements of the clofe
co]umn, nor its formation into line, but will
get into the rear of their refpective battalions as
focn as they are difengaged from each other.

/ttemzors in Platoon Oﬁicers.

VVhen the battahon is formed in lmc, com- Poﬁt.on of
pany of Platoon Officers are all on thie right of platoan
their platoons.—In column, they are 6n the pi-fcers
vot flank, unlefs particularly ordered into the
front of each platoou, if a march for any confi-
derable diftance is to be made.—When on the
pivot flank's, they are anfwerable in their own
perfons for diftances and covering: . When
in front, tneir ferjeants, under their dlre&lon,'
preferve the ordered diftance,

In wheeling from line to column, each moves Wheeling
out, and p]aces himfelf one pace before the cen- into co-
ter of his platoon ; each turns towards his men '*™™
during the wheel, and inclines to his pivot flank;
each gives his Word Hult, Drefs, when his
wheeling man has juft compleated his degrée of
wheel ; each fquares his platoon, but without
moving what was the ftanding flank ; each then’
places himfelf on’the proper pivot flank, —After’
the wheel into column is cumpleated, no one is
to caufe his platoon to thift, by way of covering
on the pivot flank, unlefs fo ordered by the
commanding. oﬂicer, or ‘that in the courfe of
marching a ﬁralghtlmc is'gradually taken up. I

n



[ 17 ]

Wheeling  In wheeling from column into line, each pla-
into line.  ces himfelf one pace before the center of his
platoon ; each turns towards his men during the
wheel, and inclines towards the pivot of his
preceding platoon, each gives his word Halt,
when his wheeling man, on whom his eyc is
fixed, is juft arrived at the next ftanding pivot
man ; each then from that next pivot man cor-
re@s the interior of his platoon upon his own
pivot man ; each then takes his place and re-
mains fteady on the right of kis platoon.
Wheeling . 1f the column is in movement, and platoons
in column are fuccefiively to wheel into a new diretion,
°:i:tf"‘°d each officer, to whatever hand he is to wheel,
peint gives his word from the point he is then placed
at, whether in front, or on the flank.—If on
the wheeling flank, he conduéts it.—If he is on
the ftanding flank, he fteps out two or three
paces, the better to fee that his platoon wheels
quick, with 2 lengthy ftep, and that he may
time his word Halt; this done, he is to fall-
back to his place on the pivot flank, no longer
to look to his platoon, but having his eye fixed
on the officer of the preceeding platoon, he is to
give his word Adarch at the inftant that officer
is taking the lait ftep which eftablithes the pro-
per diftance betwixt the platoons.
On thepi- When an officer is masching on the pivot
vot flank. flank,' he is to be anfwerable for diftance and
covering ; thefe circumftances alone muft folely
engage his whole atténtion, he can only occafio-
nally give a glance of his eye towards his pla-
toon, which muft drefs to him of courle, and
without any particular direction. ‘
Counter.  When platoons in column are each to coun-
march of march on its own ground, the officer when his
platcons.  platoon faces, goes to that flank, which is tobe-
com



[ 18 ]

come the pivot flank, condu@s his platoon in file,
and clofes its leader to the ferjeant, who has re-
mained to mark the pivot, halt:, fronts, and’
dretles it (quare ; he then places himfelf where
the ferjeant flood. , .

When the battalion marches in line, officersin line,
then become individuals, equally attentive as the
foldier ;. nor can officers then be attentive to
any thing but the correctnefs of their own per-
fonal march, every operation then depends on
the word from the commanding officer, who
MOVES, HALTS, and DRESSES the battalionse—
Whenever the battalion is in line; officers give
ne commands, except in the firings. :

When the platoons of a column file feparately In file.
%0 a flank, the officer conduéls the head, and
when he arrives within thirty paces of the new
pofition, in which he is to form, he detaches his
ferjeant to mark the point at whili Ge is to place
his pivot front rank man, either in filit.g to front
orrear ; the officer ftops at that ferjeant, and
balts, fronts, and drefles his platoon clofe to the
ferjeant ; he then, himfelf, after corre&ing his
platoon, ‘replaces the ferjeant, who falls back to
the rear rank.—In FILING, diftances and drefling
are geuerally taken from that hand to which b
a face of the platoons, the whole would ftand
fronted in column, and the line breaks into co=~
lumn towards the direting point.—T he leaders
of the third, fourth, &c. platoons, from the direct-
ing flank, are never to overpafs the ftraight line
which joins the heads of the firft and fecond,
but are if any thing to be behind it, till they ar~
rive and halt exaétly in the new line.—In move-
ments to the rear; diftances and dreffing are al.
ways taken from the fame point to which they
would be made if the movement was to the front,

: that
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that is, from the left, in going to the rear; if it

- fhould be from the right in going to the front.

On the leading platoon officer of the column,
much of the precifion of march depends ; he
mutt lead at an equal, fteady pace ; he muft lead
on two objeéls either given to him, or which he
himfelf takes up after every alteration of pofiti-
on ; this demands his utmoft attention ; nor
muft he allow it to be diverted by looking at his
platoon, the care of whofe regularity depends on
the other officers, and non-commiffioned offi-
cers, belonging te it.—T he fecond -platoon offi-
cet muft alfo be thewn, and know the points on
which the firft leads ; he is always to keep that
firft officer and thole points in a fine, and shofe
two officers, together with the placed mounied
officers, thus become a diretion for the other
pis"'nt officers to 'cgver‘:-e‘-iu marching _Jitz open
o s SOVENRE terioamsnre pracen oemnG
the fecond file from the pivot officers, that the’
officers may the more corre@ly fee and cover

Crmaalsn

In the column of march, after the word HavLy
iven, 00.one is to mave, and pivots particus.
¥ mult remain where they are then placed.
1n this fituation, when ordered to ForM, each
platoon WHEELS up to its adjoining pivot ; the
whole will then, perhaps, (as in the cafe of
marching on 3 road, along the different turnings
of a height, &c.) be in 8 winding line, and muytt

.not attempt to get into a {traight line, unlefs fo

ordered by the commanding officer to anfwer
fome particular objedt. , :

.. When the platoon wheels BACKWARDs, from
line into column, the fituation and bufinefs of the
officer is the fame as when wheeling forwards.
And he balts and dreffés from his pivot flank,

which he gains during the wheel. In
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In clofe column, divifion officers ars. on .thein clofe
pivot flanks,—-In forming line, before the divi-columns.
fions face, they are fhifted to the leading flank, if
neceflary.—The officer of cach flops in his own
perfon whea the divifion nearer to the forming
pointthan himfelf receives the word, Halt, Front,

—He allows his ferjeant to praceed with the di-
vifion ; at the due inftant gives his word Halt,
Fronty Drefs, and as foon as the front of his di-
vifion is clear, the word March condu&ling itinto.
line.—Before the divifion arrives within three or
four paces of its ground, the officer will have ftep-.
pedout nimbly to the flank of the preceding divi-
fion,and will be thus readyto give the word Halt,
Drefsyat the inftanthis.inward flank manjoins the
preceding divifion.--The mendrefsbythe formed
pate of the line, and the officer corre@s them on
the kaown diftant paint.—He then refumes his
platoon: place, ‘which has been. preferved - by a
ferjeant.— W hen the clofe column, er part of it,
forms line on a rear divifion — the officer of
-each, when the one behind him halts, fronts, will
ftep. nimbly round to the rear (and without im-
peding his divilion, allow his Serjeant to pro=
ceed), from thence he.can better judge. the pro-
per moment of giving his werds Hualt, Front;to
his diviion ; he then ptaces himfelf on its out-
ward flank, and marches up whenchis frontis clear,

The officer of one of the center platoons is Gelours.
always in open column to: preferve diftance for
the .colour files.—The colours wheel up.into
column, with the leading center platoon, and
place themfelves. behind the third file of men
from its pivot flank 5 when. the line forms, they
clofe in to.that flank. v .

When. offcers, march in. front of their divifi- In front
ons, they mufk in their own perfons keep fo clofe divitent.

to
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to the preceding ones, as not to hinder the flank -
of their own divifion from preferving its proper
diftance. i Ce )
When the head of a column of march changes .
its direction, and that marching in an alignement -
is not in queftion, inftead -of making: regular
wheels on fixed points, the officer who condu@s -
the leading divifion will often be dire&ted gra-
dually to bring it round into the new dirétion,
by the turn of the outward fhoulder, making
both his flanks continue moveable ; but each
fucceeding -divifion, without the tormality of
command, or halt, does'the famne thing, the
whole attention reflting on each' pivot flank,

. which at no rate muft encreafe its diftance ; but

Clofe co..
lumn.

Supesrnu.
merary
rans.

during this operation preferves the fame equal
time and flep at ‘which it was before moving,

- On all occafions of forming in line, either by

wheeling up from open column,:or in moving
up from clofe column, or in marching up from
echelion, . &c.—the conduling officer moves
nimbly to his- point d’appui, fome paces before
the arrival of his divifion iz the line, and from
thence gives his word'to a/?y and inftantly dref-
fesit, : S :
~Officers and ferjeants of the SUPERNUMERA-

‘RY rank are inthe rear of their refpective com-

panies,—when the battalionis halted, or march-
ing in line, they are three paces from' the rear
rank.—In open column, they are within one
pace of the rear rank.—ln clofe column, they

“goon the flank of their divifion which is-not

the pivot—Their great attention during move-
ments s, that. files are corre, ranks keep up,
and that perfect order is preferved among the
foldiers, circumftances in - which they greatly
affift the platoon officer, who having the impor-

: : tant
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tant-obje&ts of diftance and covering of pivotsto
obferve, cannot infuch fitvation be giving- mi-
nute diretions to his platoon, without lofing
fight of his mere material duties.—During the
firings, the fupernumerary rank, aflifted by the
platoon ferjéants, are to keep the rear ranks well
clofed up to the front; and to prevent.any break
beginning in the rear. . . )
The STAFF. (adjutant accepted) in line areStaff
three paces behind the mufic.—In parade at.open,
ranks, they are on the right of the grenadier
front rank. . . o
It is the particular bufinefs of the ADJUTANT Adjurane
at all times to afcertain the direction on which gives
the column is to move, or on which the forma- Point
tion of the line is tobe made. For this purpofe,
he ought to be mounted, otherwife he cannot
properly difcharge this .important duty ; and he
can be much affifted in it, by having two or three
camp colour men, or non-commiflioned officers
properly trained to line themfeives quickly with
any two given points,—FHe is to take care, that the
point where the battalion in column enters an
alignement is afcertained to it.  When it is mo-
ving in that alignement, that two points a hedd
of the column are always prepared.—When it
wheels up into line, that a point beyond each
flank in that line is afcertained.—W hen the line,
is to be prolonged, and has wheeled backward
by divifions, that two points in the exac line of
the pivots are ready for its march.—When the
clefe column is-to form in line, that two points
to each flank are given.—When the battalion
changes pofition; either by files or by the diago-
nal maich of divifions, that there are points gi-
ven on which the pivots of files will cover, and
can drels their divillons upon, from their feveral
: points
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points of appui.—1In thort, that upon all oceafi-’
ons, fixed points of forming, drefling, and march,
avs given, except in advancing in line, where
the afcertaining fuch points does not depend on
the adjutant, - ,’

When the battalion changes pofition by the
echellon march, the named divilion wheels its
1oth file into the new dire&tion.—The other
diviions wheel gheir 10th file half the number
of paces as the named one. The Serjeant is on
the outward flank, the Officer on the inward

‘flank of each divifton.—At the word M ARCH,

they move on, preferving their relative diftance,
and covering of pivots from before them, and
juft before the inward flank of each divifion ar-
rives at the outward flank of its preceding one,
which is already halted in line, its officer places
himfelf befere that flank ; and when his inward

ian touches it, he gives his word Halt, Drefs
upy if the movement is to the front, and drefles
his divifion on the diftant given flank point, fo
that his divifion is fteadied before the arrival of
the next one.~~When the change is made to the
rear, the retiring part faces about before the di-

‘vifion wheels are made, proceeds as above, and

each officer halt, front, drefs back bis diviion
when its inward man touches the preceding
formed one. . e

Astentions of Commanding Officers of Bat-
talions. -

* The battalion may be confidered to the line,
what the platoon is to the battalion. ;
. Commanding and Field Officers are always to
be mounted, and, unlefs they are adtive on horfe-

o back,
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back, it is impoflible for them to fee, to corre&t,
to prevent miftakes, or to move with that dif-
patch which is neceffary from one pointtoanother.

W hatever operation is to be performed by the Com.
whole of the Battalion at once, is done upon the m3nds.
word from the commanding officer, without any
repetition being made by platoon officers ; he
puts it in motion and balts it, whether in line or
column ; he wheels it from line into column, and
from column into line ; he_orders arms to be
carriedy fupported, &c. ;3 he dreffes it from the
center, when it has marched, and halts, and from
what was the leading flank when it has wheeled
up from column into line. ..

Before the column marches, the commanding Points of
officer afcertains points to the leading officer, and march.
when he intends to change the dire@ion of the
march he gives new points, and he watches over
the juft leading of the column. = He takes care
that all wheels of platoons are made at the iden-
tical point where the leading platoon wheeled;
that all doublings of fub-divilions are made fuc-
ceflively in the famie manner, and at the fame
peint 3 and that forming up to platoons is made
at the fpot whers the firft forming up is made.
—"T'hat in all diminutions of the front, the natu- poines of
ral order of the column is preferved, whether the doobling
right or left of the battalion leads.—That a co- :v": clin
Jumn of half platoons occupies no more fpace ccling.
than a column of whole platoouns, viz. juft {uf-
ficient to wheel up into battalien.

When the open column marching in an a- g, o
lignement is to form in a ftraight line, and for the co-
that purpofe haits; the inftant that it does halt, lumne
the commanding officer from the head of the
battalion at that inftant correCls the pivot files
*of men {which ought not to be neceffary) in the

' ' K2 ' true



Dvefiiag,

Com-

maads In

lise.

in lise, -

[ 25 ]

true line, and" ‘upon a rear pomt.—But if the
march is'making in a winding dire&tion, and that
the inténtion'is not to form; or not to take up a
ftraight line, ‘the Platoons remain on the ground
on which-they balty and do not move in any
thape; until they receive a further order, either
to form in'line ;" or firft to cover, and then to
form; or to’ continue the march.

The commanding officer always conduc’!s the
head of bis “battalion column’ to the point at
which it'is'to enter a pew line, and he ‘takes
‘care in time to difpatch a mounted officer to af< -
certain that pointi—When. the "platoons wheel
up ivto line, he immediately (if neceffiry) cor-
re&ls the dreffing of the Battalien from the flank
which led  when in column, and that generally
upon a point beyond the ather flank.

When a&ing in line with others, .the Com.
manding Oﬂ'icer of each Battalion conforms te
the movements of the regulating one, and from
it takes and rapidly repeats his words of Half,
Wbeel, March, &c.; and the leaft delay in res
prating the words Hait, or March, muft un-
doubtedly’ diforder the line in proportion to that

delay, for the whole of a line ‘thould martb, or
_ balt, at the fame inftant.
Atrentiors

In line, the commanding: officer is in rear ‘of
the colours, from thence, by marked cautions;
he makes his battalion flep-out,-or _/Ie{-/bart, or
incline; as is neceflary to preferve its placein the
general line 3 his great attention is_to fee and
yrevent the beginning of faults, and not to wait

“till they have had their effe@ ; by watching and

1eou!anng his advanced ferjeants, he beft regu-
lates his battalion ; the fquarenefs of the march,
the compa&ne{s of the files, and the equahty of
ﬁcp, are the great ob)e&s he is to have-in v’xle_‘\g.
==The



—The other mounted officers are behind the

wmgs, and can affift much in preventmu faults,

and in correting them.

All the battalions'of a line muft halr at the Dreffing

_fame inftant in confequence of that word; ré~in iinc.

peated by commanding officers, whether tbey are

then corre& or not in line.—Each half battalion

from its own colour, and the men looking toit;

will be-immediately drefled on the ccloiirs of the

next adjoining battalion ; by this meansia ge-

neral continued line will "be. obtained, ‘and, at

any rate, a {fraight one between ‘each two co-‘
lours';: and if all the colours fhould have!truly
balted in one line, the-whole corps will be com=
pletely formed in a ftraight line. " But ifthe bal¥
1s not Jui’cly made, and that a better:line mulk
be obtained, the .colours of thedefetive bat~
talion$ will be brought into. the genera! lihe 3
the platoon officers will quickly-arrange’ them~
felves, eyes will be ordered to the right, and:the
men will in'an inftant meve up 5 too much ce-
lerity cannot be ufed in completmg this opera
tlon.

A fingle battalion, when-it halts; is-drefled on
its right or left.center company, and is therefore
in a (’cralght line.—T'wo battalions drefs each -
from-its center’ on each “other’s colours, " their.
outward: wings conformmg, and are therefore in
a ftraight line.—T hree or more battalions drefs
from the center of “each on. their n2xt coloury
and taercfore if all the ‘colours balt in a. line, the:
line of the whole will be-ftraight 1.if they are not
in a line, the generalline'will not ‘be: ftraight
(till a {peciak correction is made); but no- ﬁank
w:ll ‘be thrown out of the general direétion,

*When a battalion:tetires, and balts, it-ought
ne\'er to'remain in that fituation, but be imme-

K3 ciately
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diately faczd about,” and drefled to the proper
front.. L - I .
The greateft fault that a battalion in-line can
make is increafing itsinterval : bad drefling may
be remedied without danger, but a falfe diftance
prefents 2 weak part to an enemy, and is not to
be clofed, without. a hazardous movement; and
great operation of the-line. S
. Commanding officers cannot take too much
precaution to afcertain true points in-the line in
which.theyare to form, before the arrival of their
battaliops in'te.. . : S
When a battalion is exercifing fingly, aconi-
manding_officer. fhould have two camp colour
bearers-behind each flank, properly trained, and
ready to run-out to that flank, to give points of
marching, forming or drefling upon the true line.
—In doing which, one flank of the battalion is
generally confidercd as in that line, and-often
both- . . ’

Words of command c:;hnot be f;&éciﬁed for.all

the variety of circumflances and fituations that
occur ; but commanding officers being them-
felves clear. in. what is. to be done, .fhould by
diftiaét and explicit orders, which they. divide
and adapt. to the occafion, lead. their battalions
through all the points of exécution with precifi-
on ;:this will always be found the fhorteft path,
nor -on any account fhould any.operation (cnce
a batialion is aflembled under arms) be perform-
ed in a carelefs or flovenly manner, which- will
always be the cale if.the commander’s orders are
not pointed, loud, and fufficiently explanatory. .
..A battalion clgfe. column forms in line on its
front divifion, -on its rear divifion, or on a cen-
tral one, according as circumftances require ;
and in all cafes.the line formed upon is that on
i o which

r
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which the head of the column or columns is halt-
ed before the formation begins, and therefore the
divifion on which ‘each battalion at any time
forms, moves up st the proper inftant, and halts
on that line.—When feveral clofe battalions,
ftanding on the line, are to extend and form, the
regulating and named battalion only can be obli-
ged to form on a central divifion ; each of the
others wiil form on its front, or rear divifion, viz.
on that which firft arrives at its ground, where
it halts, fronts, and occupies its proper place,
while the others move on, and {uccefiively come
up to it. : .

In forming line from clofe column, points popming
" muft be given beyond both flanks in the directi-in tinc.
on of the line, and a mounted officer halts, and
froats, each divifion, which is equally neceflary
for thofe that form upon a rear one, although lefs
fo for thofe that form upon a front one.—The
drefling and correction of the line is from the firft
formed divifion towards the other flank, and all
the eyes of the battalion are of courfe turned to
that firft formed divifion, .

The fame number of points are required for As many
the march in any alignement, -and wheeling upPoints axe
into ‘line of an open column of one battalion, as Pt
for that of feveral battalions, viz. onz where the battation
line is entered, and (always) fwo beyond the head 2* ‘°l' fe-
of the column.—Therefore, though thefe pre- ‘%"
cautions may appear formal for the movements
of the battalion when fingle, yet are they necefla-
ry ia all its exercifes ; when it is recollected,
that fuch battalion is in the place of and muft
confider itfelf as the leading one of the columa,
un whofe correét pofitions thofe of every follow-
ing one depends.—T he fame exatnefs is requi-
~ed in every extenfion from clofe column li.nto

ine,
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line, and in every formmg and change of pohttou
. that'the battalion makés.—In ﬁne,‘"‘m ‘order to
qualify the battalion for a&ting in genéeral line, it
muft at its fingle exercifes work on points fixed
and relative and make no chance and accidental
movements and formations.
In all fita. . Although on moft occafions of movement and
ations ex. formatxon, and at-all times in inftru&ion; deter-
:?ml::’c‘z“ mined points marked by detached and mounted
cannot b,oﬁicers, are given : ‘yet fuch helps cannot’be ex-
given,  pected or depended on, when the line is. advan-
cing on an enemy, whén a corps is harrafled “in’
its retreat, and when it is unfafe tofend out offi<
cérs, &c.—In fuch fituations every thing will
depend on the eye and judgment of condulting
officers, ‘who ‘muft preferve fich direGtion of .
movement, and feize fuch accidental points-as
prefent themfelves, and lead to tae obje& which
15 to'be accomplithed. :
Thebae.  In whatever fhape a battahon is ' moving;- the
talion in commanding officer is néver to lofe fight of this
“tion covers §T€at principle, thzt the battalion thould at no
more time cover more ground than .its proper extent
f;‘:‘;“::l . ‘when formed in line.—Therefore if heis march~
proper ex. Ing - in_line he muft take.care that-his files doi
tent-of its not-open ; -and if he is marching in column, hn
front:  great attention is that his divifions do ot open,
For this purpofe his march muft be juft, and
compadl, his wheels quick, and-ali doublings up,
or back, which alter the extent of front, muft'be -
made fo as‘not to'impede the general movements
of the column or to change its dnﬁances.-—-When
the front is to be dimini hed, he muft fee that the
doubling divifion flackens its: pace; and when dife
engaged from, the other divifion, that it ‘inclines
well up;: qmck and covers, thereby not lmpedmg
Ihe dwxhon behind it,. When the front is to-be
increafed,
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increafed, ‘the moving up divifion does it quick
and by oblique marching, " - o

The commanding officer muft recoile&, that Marching
in the winding movements of the open columss of '® 3" ‘:‘3?
march—the wheeling diftances muft bejuft ; thag ™"
the pivotsare to follow on the exat tralt,which
the leading one has traced out; that the whole,
when ordered, halt on the precife ground they
then occupy 3 and that when they wheel up and
form; the line will then be a continued; but pres
bably n irregular curved one,—But if a f{traight
line is to be entered and formed upon, from the
point where the head enters, and not fooner, and
where a mounted officer 1emains pofted, does
every platoon pivot officer begin to cover in the
true line, to march in‘that line, and to preferve-
his true- diftance: nor muit any obftacle that-
can pofiibly be furmounted, ever force the pivot.
officers out of that line; although the men of
their platoon; when it becomes neceflary, may
open or widen their files from thein.—And if the
pivots on account of any material obftacle are
thrown for a time out of the line, they fhould
always, if poflible, move to the hand which
carries' them behind the.line, and again re-enter
it when they can ; and for which purpofe an of-
ficer, or non-commiffioned officer, thould be pla-
ced wheretheyare tore-enterit.—Inmarchingin
the alignement, thefieldofficer thould frequently
place bemfelf init,witha glance of the eyefee whe-
ther his files preferve it, and corre&t them if ne-
eeflary. C . .o

As one field officer at a time muft command
the battalion, the others prefent can only a&t in
aid of him, nor can their fituation in all cafes be
afcertained ; but fhould the commanding officer
aot be at the head of the open column (when it

' marches,
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marches, and particularly when it halts) to cor-
rect, if neceflary, the pivots in the general line,
another field officer, or the leading officer if
no field officer is there, fhould inftantly attend
t ity that the wheeling up may not be delayed.
~—If, in the courfe of exercife and inftruction,
the commanding officer is not behind the center
when the battalion marches in line or halts, the
other field officer from that fitvation can im-
mediately give every proper aid in movement;
or inliningas it ought when halted ; and in every
cafe it muft be evident in what manner the com.=
manding officer can be affifted. S

When the line is to break and wheel into
open column of march, in almoft all cafes it is
better done by wheeling backward than forward,
for the wheel is in this manner made on the pi-
vot flanks ; and although divifions may be une-
qual, yet thefe flanks cover after the wheel, an
advantage which is loft after the wheels are made
forward. :

When a battalion makes a retired ECHELLON,
or part of an echellon of a confiderable line : the
commanding officer muft take great care to re«
gulate his movements by thofe of the one pre-
ceding him, viz. thathe preferveshis parallelifing
his ordered diftance ; his proper flank interval;
and when the leading echellons halt, and
that he is to move up into line, that the outward

- flank is not thrown too forward. (which without

great attention will happen) and thereby per-
haps be expofed to the enemies enfilade.
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*.& The words marked in Caritacs are given by the commander

of the battalion, . -
. The words marked in Tealics are given by the commander of the com-

pany.
. Abfna.

‘Words of command.

7.

When the battalion is [CompaNtEs, *IGRTY
halted, andwheelsup | (or LerT) wheEL,
Quick MarcH.

by divifions of any{
kind to either flank |
L

{here the right).

20

Halty Drefs.

A caution,

? By the leader of each

company,

‘When the battalion is)} Comranirs,on vourY The left hand man of

hatted,

and wheels | LEFT BACKWARD

back wards into open » WHEEL.
column of companies |
{theright in front.)

Quicx Marcu,

Halty Drefi.

3. .
When divifions are (To Tne LEFT ] :
halted in column,and | wHEEL INTO LiNg. >A caution,
wheel up to either{
hand to form in line |

(to the teft).

'%

When the head of
she column wheels
into 2 new.direc
tion, marches on,<
and is followed by
the rear divions.

R}

4

t

leading divifion.
PN

fuccerding divifions
N

-~

Quicx MarcH.

Haley Drefs,

Halt, Right,
Weeels

Halt, Drefs,
Marche

Halt, Wheel,
Hale, Drefs,
Marshe

I

i

<

h

I

] g
a Each fucceeding divi-
s

.i

3

the front rank of the
company facesinwards

By the leader of cach
company,

By each jesder of 8
divifione

) One wordof command,

§ halc being mercly =
» cavtion before | the

Qurex March is ta-

taken up.
firt
marches when the fa.
cond i> within 2 pa.
ces, and thereby does
not iinpede its wheels

divifion

vifion wheels in the
fame manncr as the
leading ons, and
marches on when itsg
preceding one s at
ite due diftance,

5 From
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Words of command,

-

From'in-toform open
colum.iof companies,
behind tne right com-
pany.

-

 Comparies wiLL

When the column of

companies is to
change its front, by

the countermarch of

each company.

N AT
When the battalion is
to

halted, and s
march infionts *
8,

When the battalion
is to balt.

. 9.
When the batialion is

halted, andis tore
tire,

X0,
When the ba'talion af-
ter retining. comes 1o

its proper front.

MVNN\"\ ~

RiGHT (or LEFT)

Ricur race, %

Quicx Makca.

The right company
ftards faft, and ‘the
other companies are
ordered to wheel ‘nto
open column, facing
to thai company.
The comyanies that
are to wheel face to
the right.
1The ferjeants fuccef-
_ fively. .take ank
points, ‘and the com=
paiies march in file,

7 Each odicer fucceffive-

Hait, Eront,

|
J

COUNTERMARCH }
FACE,
Q. Marcn.
Halt, Front,

Drefs.

Tur BATTALION
WILL ADVANCE,
Mazca.

<

Havw,e

THE BATTALION
WILL RETIRE. °

' R1GHT ABOUT FACEs

Masci.

. B C One command,
HavrLT, vEONT. . the ferjeants return

ly, halts and fronts-
his company, when
his flank man arsives
at his ferjeant.

A caution,

iEach company faces.

In file,

Each company fepa.

rateiy.
To the pivot flank,

The center ferjcants
move out,

The advanced fer.
jeants return to the
battalion,

The fery'ants
out.

move

and

to the bactalion.
33, From
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A caution,

Abfira&, Words of -command,
[FROM CLOSE COLUMN
. IN FRONT OF THE
D ¢ O RIGHT DIVISION.

‘From Ifﬁé to form.clofe<.

column in front of
the right divifion.

12..

From “line to form

clofe column’ behind< -

the right company, or
divifion, -

13

From line to ferm clofe< .

column on a central
sompany,

14.

- From clofe column to

form lincon the t‘rom<
company (the nght
in front),

-

All the other compae
nies face and difen
gage their leading
flanks.

Each company.

chn-r FACE.

Quick MarcH.

Halt, -Front.
Left, Dreﬁ.

(ForM crosecorumw
BEHIND THE RIGHT
DIVISION.

}A caution,
All the other €Ompa=

RiGHT rack. nics face, and difen-

" Quickx MarcH, ':liiis' their  pivog
~ Halt, Front, } Each company fuccefs
L fively,
’ .

Left, Drefs.

(FORM CLOSE COLUMN
ON THE cuM-
PANY ; THE RIGHT
IN FRONT.

A caution,

All but the named

INWARDS FACE, company, and difens

gage: their  pivot
Quick MarcH, flanks. v
Halt. Front. Each company fuc.
L Left, Diefss ceffively.
(ForRM LINE oN 7“2§Acaution.
FRONT COMPANY.

LeFT FACE.

Q. Marcu.
R Each company whea
HarT, FRONT. { oppofite  to  its
ground,
Drefs.
March.

When arrived in line,
15. From

Halty Drefs,
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‘Abftrad. Words of command.

(FORM LINE ON THE
REAR COMPANY. %4& cautiof.
RIGAT vACE, All except “the rear
P
o $xcx MarcH, p company,
e As foon as uncover-
15, g g [ March. ed,
®
4 When it arrives in
From clofe column to/ % § Halty Drefsy iine.
form in line on ‘theY} oy By A
rear company (the | B 3° .
right in front). 2 g.l HarT, When oppofite its
o FroNT. ground.
gz Drefs. -
2" March,
28 gan, Drefs. When :1:' arrives. in
;??J ine,

16,

From “clofe column 3ForM LINE ON THE
(the right in front) {. =~ compaANY,.

to form line on a (OurwARrDs FacE.
central.company. Quick MarcH,

‘The named company, when uncovered, moves up into line to its
marked flank.—Thofe that. were in front of nt, proceed as’in forming -
on a rear company.—Thefe that are in rear of it, proceed as in forming:
on.a_front company. -
- In the deployments of the clofe column into - line, a mounted officer
uALTS, FRONTS €ach company or divifion (of whick it is compofed)
fucceflively.



