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Of the Select Committee to which  was referred _the Pelition of DoxaLv
Bernuse and others of Kingston, complading of the increasing infliv-
cice of a Foreign Priesthood, &c. '

I

COMMITI'EL.

. o ¥ —-,
Mcssry, Sorrerrow GENERSL, Clhaigman.

T'roxsoN,
J. Wisison. -

Mogri®,
"t Weebex.

.

Tothe Honorable the Contmons House c}f Assembly.
The Committee to whom was referred the Peti.
~' tion of -Donarp Berrusr and others, of King-
ston, &e. ‘beg leave to submit the following
. REPORT: - - -
Tun Petitioners represent, ‘that the influence
of a Foreign Priestlicod is daily increasing, and
- that itgexistence igirreconcilable with a true alle.
giance to His Majesty; they, therefore, call upon

. the Legislature to pass a Law—First, To prohibit .

‘any exercise of the functions of « Priest, .or Ex-

.. horter, or Elder, of any Denomination in the Pro- _

vince, except by British Subjects.”
Secondly—To prevent the assembling therein
. of ‘any Religious Society or Societies in Confe-
rencé, who shall be in Society or Conference
with any foreign body calling themselves a Reli-
" gious Society or Conference, or otherwise ; and,

" Thirdly—To_prevent the raising of money by

anty religious, or pretended religious, person.or

-” ‘bodyy for any pretendedharity, mission, or fund,
the objects of which arff not strictly British,

In taking into consideration the application

. thus ‘made, your Committee had no hesitation in

coming to the ‘conclusion, that it is inconsistent

with:the benign and tolerant principles of the

~ British Constitution, to restrain,.by penal enact-

"ments, any denomination ‘of Christians, .whethet

" subjects orforeigners, in the free exercise of their

_ religions worship ; and that it is equally inconsis-

tent with the fundamiental principles of civil li-

_tions of any d

. ageomplish some unlawful purpose. -
-+ Entertaining these sentiments, your Committee
cnnot recammerd complrance with the:prayer of

[ 4

%
-
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the Petitioners.” Théy are of opinion, that the
incorruptible loyalty and good sense of His Ma-
jesty’s ‘Subjects in Upper Canada cught to be,
and may be, safely relied on, as the best security -
against any attempt to destroy the allegiance they
owe to their lawful-Sovereign, or to-deceive them
into an improvident waste of their resources. .
It having occurred to your Committee, that tho

* Petitioners might be'under a misapprehension is

to the extent of control exercised by Foreign Re.
ligious Bodies over the Ministers of the different
denominations of Christians in this Province, and
that the number of Ministers who were not Byi-
tish Subjects was much less than was generally
supposed, your Committee deemed it advisable
and just'to the pdrties most interested, to make
enquiries into these points. 'With that view, thi¢y

* requested the attendance before them of the Rev. . )

Mr. Harris, of the Presbytery of Upper Canaida ;
the Rev. Mr. E. Ryerson, .of the Methodist, atid,
the Rév. Mr. Stewart, of tlie Baptist persusatiotis ;
who very readily and promptly furnished the ta-
bles and statements.hereto annexed.

.~ Relying on' the accuracy of these étatemeii:s’,'

your committee feel great satisfaction in reporting -

_that there are good reasons for believing that-all

eause for complaint on the score of foreign jn.
fluence, if any just cause.de exist, will shortly be -
removed ; and they trust to the judicious exertipns
of the parties immediately concerned, to satisfy;
with as little delay as practicable; the just &xpéc.

tations of the-publi¢ in this vepect. . -
- berty to_control by Law- the yoluntary contribu. - : ) .
an, unless made.with an intent to.

C. A. HAGERMAN,

. Committee Room, Hovse of Asembly. 3~ - -
. Committee Room ousés{.&aqm y;‘}'

 15th Fe
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thodist Clurch, tothe C‘hainhgmp
York, Feb. 9th, 1631

S, o | .
The accompany ing statements may appear:
at first thivught unnecessanly minute, and tediois ;

-

.
Y

. SN
RLPORT &§

Letter jrom the Rev. Egerton Rycrson. of the Me-

¥ know of )no presthood in this province tha?
may be considered foreign in any of these res- -
peets unless it be the Roman Catholic priesthood,
which, according to the best of my knowledge of
the polity of' that church, is mediately under the
ecclesiastical jurisdiction of the Pope of- Rome.

As far as it relates to the priesthood. with which

" hut as’ the circumstances apparently alluded to in [ have the bappiness to be immediately connected,
the Petition have been represented as enveloped in it is not according to my belief, foreign in any of -
inexplicable mystery, I thought I could.not place the above significations of -that term. - -
them plainly before the honorable committee, with-  In regard to the place of the birth of the minis.

" out detailing them with some degree ‘of minute- | ters of the Methodist Church, the annexed table,
ness—and in some parts I fear, I havk even now the statementsof which have been collected from
heen too brief'to do Justice o a numerous religious authentic sources, will shew that there are -at
community. | . " ., present, fifty-seven Methodist Itinerant Ministers

I beg leave to offer one word of explanation on ' in Upper Canada—that “forty-eight of these fifty
the difference between a General and Annual Con- ‘seven have been born in the British dominions ;
ference—terms which frequently occur in the ac-  that six out of the remaining nine, who were born

. companying statements.. 'Ihe former meets-once in;the United States, have taken the oath of alle.
in four years and possesses Legislative powers,~— iance to the British Government ; and that most °

the latter meets annuelly, and possesses Ezecutive of ‘these have been residents in this Provincea °

powers only. The jurisdiction of an Annual confer- considerable number of years. In this table five
ence is confined within a certain preseribed terri- superanuated or worn-out preachers-are not in.
tory—the jurisdiction of the General conference ex- “cluded. Two of these were born in the British
tends over the whole connexion orchurch. An Az- dominions and three ‘in the United States; but
uual conference consists of ministers who have they have taken-the oath of allegiance to the
been roceived into the connexion within its boun.  British Government, and have resided in this Pro.
daries,  'The General conference is composed of vince from ten to'fifteen years. . -
delegates from'all the annual conferences, elected  As it respects the Methodist Ministers in Upper
by them, one for every fourteen of their members, - Canada beingundera foreign jurisdiction; ¥ would

" In the accompanying table of ministers, I have ‘observe, that this was never auy other than an’
taken no notice of what are called Local Preach. Ecclesiastical jurisdiction, -and I believe never, in
ers. They are about 120 in number and are ge. .the slightest degree, alienated the affections of
nerally settled residents in the country. . the Methodist Ministers or people in Canada. from
. From the very kind maaner in which I wasre. _the British Government,—as is-manifest from jhe

ceived by the honorable committee, I have been loyalty and faithfulness with which they. assisted

émboldened to state the whole case with the ut- in defending this Province against the invasions of

" . tionasl possess, agreeably.to thé request of the : iasti ’
' y “. jurisdiction, which the Conference in the 'United .-

most freedom. -
‘ I have the honorto be

©o -8in

“Your most ob’t. humble servant; )

‘ ' EGERTON RYERSON.

To C. A. Hsceryax, Esgl g:

-

Chairman of the Committee, >

"&?P. &C- ) &c. ‘

Dy O

. "I'his Petition refers to several subjects, on each

of which I will with pleasure give such informa.

' honorable committee. . ‘ ,
The Petitioners in the first place, complain of

-% the-daily.and increasing influence of 2 foreign

Pﬂesth()o‘d,-” P g T
"¢ A Foreign Priesthood,” I take to be intended -

the United States Government during the late -

. war—This Ecclesiastical jurisdiction however,

ceased in a great degree to be exercised in'the .
vear 1824, when thé Methodist Societies in Cana-
da were organized under the control of a distinet
conference, and ceased to exist in 1828, when they

- were conStituted into a distinet and imdependant

church, entitled, -“The - Methodist :Episcopal
Church'in-Canada.” - .~~~ .

.In order that the Committce may be able to.ap-
preciate the correctngss of this statement, and un-
derstand the whole subject to which it refers, I
will here take the liberty -to mention, briefly the
circumstances which gave rise to and were con.
nected with the terzaination of this Ecclesiastical

States formerly exezcised over the body of Metho.
dists in Upper Cinada, Co s

. The first Methodist Itinerant preachers visited
this Province in about the yéar 1790 or 1791, and

to mean, a body-of ministers who have either came hete inthe character and capacity of Mission.
emigrated from the dominions of a foreign Go. aries. ‘They organized societiés, and_seon formed
vernment,. or are under a foreign jurisdiction— - regular ¢ircnits, | After the first year or two, these
. or arg depending upon foreign resources for their Missionaries. derived their principal if not their
aubsistence—or are under the controul of a fo. whole support from their scattered flocks in the
reign interest by more than one of these circum- Province. The number of preachers increased
aneces, in proportion to the demand for their laboars—

N
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eonle of them were sentnto the Provinee by the  body wn this ¢ anvers .

‘.

"

Pranng for & Fenarmte eon.

United States Conferences, and others were rais. nexion in Canada—that the General Conference
ed up in the country, but all were employed under did not think it expedient to grant the prayer of
the authority of the American Couference. “I'his  the petitioners, and offering thiar redsons @ at the
state of things continued .uutil the yvear 1820, same tune, Iéaving the Petiicners yet to hope for

when several English Missionaries visited this such an event, by saying, that “however expe. |

Province, dnd an unfortunate misunderstanding  dicnt-such  measure may be considered at a fu:
took place bétween them and ‘certain Preachers ture pericd, the proper time for it has not arrived:™

who had long laboured i the country. This mms- and that the Catiada Couterence being of opition -

understanding,- which I believe onginated prima. that the plan of hecoming a separate body, ough:,
rily in fudividual jealousy, gave rise to miany re. at afuture period, to go into effect, they beg leave
proachiul epithets, by winch the Methodist Prea-  to submit the same to the, deliberate examination
chers. and Societi¢s in the Province weie tepre. -of their respective Futhers and Brethren mn the
sented as Americans in their feelings and under several sister Conférences, with a view to @ 1.

a foreign influence, at variance with a faithful al- vorable decisien at the neat General Conference ; |

legiance to the British Government.

and that thé reasons wnich have influenced the

‘. As soon as it was understood by the Methodist Cunada Conference in favour of such an est.
Societies in Upper Canada that these representa-. blishment, are as follows :— .

tions, though gratuitous and itterly unfounded,

1si. The state of Society requires it—the first sat-

made ‘an impression ‘upon the ntind of the Colo-  tlers having claimed the prutection of Uis Britan-
nial Government, unpleasanit tothe Executive and nic Majesty in the revolutionary war, were driven
prejudicial to them, they sought to dissolve, in an  trom their former possessionsto endure great hard-

amicable way, all connexion with the Conference

ships in a remote wilderness: 'Time, however,

" in the United States. They accordingly petitioned and a friendly intercourse had worn down thelr -
the American General Conference, which held its _asperity and prejudice, when the late unhappy war

" session in Baltimore, May, 1924, for a separation. ' revived their former feelings, afforded what they

That body, for-reasons which appeared satisfac. considered new and grevious occasion for disgust

tory to them, declined granting-the request of the against their invading neighbours—the prejudices

petitioners, intimatipg, however, that a compli- thusexcited would probably subside if their minis-

ance with the request of the Methodist Societies try were to become permanent residemis in thia

-in Upper Canada-might be espedicnt at a future
period. : : B
The Methodist Conference in.Canada, anxious

country, as would be the case in the event of be-
coming a separate body in Canada. Co.
20d. A separate establishment appears to be

to terminate, as soon as possible, ‘a union, which expedient and necessary on account of the insula:

now seemed to excite suspicions in the mind of tcd and extended situation of'the Societiesin this

.the - Government, began immediately to rencw country from the General Superintendency. The
their' exertions to effect and expedite a separa- National Line is marked by a vast sheet of water

tion from the American Conference.

Accord. stretching the whole length of the Province, either

ingly, at their next Session, held at Hallowell, in broad lakes or rapid vivers, so that, in our insu-
Midland District, August, 1624, they drew up, Iated situation, and” the diffictities in passing, it
adopter, and signed, a Memorial to be laid by the was nearly thirty jears after-the. introduction of
. General Superintendant before the several annual - our ministry before one of our Bishops visited this
Conferences in the United States, praying them country. Two other Bishops lived and died with.
to concur in a -petition to the next General Con.. out setting foot in Canada ;. and if two others by
fétence, to be beld in Pittsburgh, Pa., in 1828, forced labour have kindly stepped over, these vi-

in favor of .organizing the Methodist Societies in sits have been few and transitory ;—consequently,
Canada into a separate and independent Church, nconveniences have been felt for want of ordina.
As this Memorial illustrates one important ob. tions, and a moré. particular and immediate over-

the feelings of thc Methodist Priesthood in Cana-

* ject of the honorable Committee’s inquiry, namely, sight of the General superinténdency. A Super-

intendant therefore, to reside in this country, to

da towards the Government, I beg leave tolay a attend to those important duties, would greatly re-
copy of it before them, . transcribed from the ori- medy those ineonveniences, and have a most sal.
ginal, which is at the disposal of the honorable .utary influence upon the cause of religion.

Compmittee :— * - .

To the Biskops and Alembers of the Annual Con-
_ ferences of the Methodist Episcopal Churck in
_ zheir several Conferences assembled, the Memo-
riul of the Preackers in Canada, in Conference -
assembled, at Hallowell, U, C. the 25th of Au.
7, gust, 1824, . .
 RespeCTFULLY SHEWETH,
That Petitions to the late General Con.
ference having been forwarded from a namerous

'

3rd. A separate establishment appears neces.
sary and expedient, on account of existing jealou.
sies, lately awakened in the Government of this
country. On the arrival of the Missjonaries from
Europe, efforts were' made to establish them in
our cities and societies, by raising objections to
our Ministry as coming from the United States.
These objections were urged to the people here,
and-to the Committee at home: but when the
measure proved unsuccessful, and the British
Conference refused to sanction the requests made
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1o thew from political motives, thesé objections
were then urged against us to the Government of
this country. Natural as it was for political cha-
1acters to listen: to alarms on such subjects, some
excitements were produced in the minds of men
high in the Executive Department, and some late
events have rather increased than allayed these
excitements. To us therefore it appears proper
to apply for a. separation ; that by. yielding to
what might be thought to be the reasonable wish-
e of the Government, we may obviate objections
aml remove all suspicion of the purity of our mo-
tn ¢ in preachiag the Gospel in this country.
Ath.To us it appears expedicnt and necessary,
that the Societies here shonld be set offas a sepa-
rate body ; because that in the event of war be-
iween the two nations, the difficulties of inter-
course between this country and the United States
wonld render it extremely hazardous, if not total-
ly impracticable.as we are now situated, for the
Superintendents to discharge their duties in Ca-
nada. - . . L
- 5th. To usit appears expedient, that the Socie-
tics here should become a church separate from
the body in the United States, in orderto sccure
privileges which are of importance for the pros-
périty of religion here. At present we-are not
_ pérmitted to perform the rites of marriage to our
members, nor indeed have we any legal securiy
- for dny of our numerous chapels in this Province,

and we have been assured that in our present re- -

Jation we must not expect any extension of privi-
leges. Though we cannot assure -ourselves of
sich advantages by beeoming a separate body,
yet we can apply for those privileges with more
confidence ; and we think we have reason to hope
that when petitions shall 'be presented to the Go-
. ‘véroment from an independent church in this
* country, our privileges will be granted end our

" property secured.

These, brethren, are the Teasons which have

-been presented to our minds, and which appear
to.us of weight.and moment in favour of a seps-
ration, and in order to preserve the body of Me-
thodist in this country from the most disastrous
of all events, that of divisions among oursclves.”
JThis Memorial is signed by Wm. Case and 29
others. It was laid before the sevéral annual
conferences in the United . States, and .received
the concurrence of alarge.majority of them.
. In'the mean time the Methodist Conference in
Canada, at its session held in Hamilton, Gore
. District, 1827—adopted a similar memorial to the
. American General Conference, and elected five
- delegates to aftend that conference assembled at
Bittsburg, May 1828, with instructions to use'their
best exertions to obtain a favourable answer to the
praver of the petition, - T
The ‘General Conference, after due examina-

s

“tionof the subject, adopted the following pream.’

ble and resolution, copied from the original; which -

] had the honor of producing for the perusal of the
committee when I was personally before them.
K Besolved by the Delegates of thg Annpal

BEronT &c. e .

L -
=~ -
<

Vo

that 9, < -

 Whereas the jurisdiction
Episcopal Church in the United States-of America
has heretoforé been extended over the minis.
ters -and mumbers in connexion with said church,
in the_Province of Upper Canada, by mutual a.
greement snd by the consent of our brethren in
that Province,~~and whereas this general Con.
ference is satistictorily assured that our brethren

Conferences in General conference assembled;

‘in the said Province, under peculiar and pressing

circumstances..do’ now desire to organize them.
selves into a distinct iethodist Episcopal Church,
in friendly relations with the Methodist Episcopal
Church in the United States.—~Therefore, Be it
Resolved, and it is hereby resolved by the Dele-

gates of the Annual Confercnces in General con- .

ference assembled.” .

«Jf the Annual Conference in Upper Canada
at its ensuing session, or any succeeding session,
previously to the next (ieneral Conference, shall
definitively determine on this course, and elect a
General Superintendant of the Methodist Episco.

pal Church inthat Province, this General Confer- .

‘ence do hereby authorize any one or more of the

General Superintendents of the Methodist Episco.

pal Church in the United States, with the assist-
ance ‘of any two or more Elders t6 ordain such

General Superintendent for the said church in -

Upper Canada—provided always, that nothing
hereiii contained, be contrary to or inconsistent

“with the laws existing in the said Province; and

‘provided that no such General Superintendent of
the Methodist Episcopal Churehin Upper Canada
‘or any of his successors in office shall, at uny

- time,. exercise any Ecclesiastical -jurisdiction -
whatever, in -any pirt of the United States; or of-

the Territories thereof, and provided also, that
this article shall be expressly ratified and agreed
to, by the saié Canada Annual Conference, before
any such ordination shall take place.”

" Pursuant to the authority given in the resolution '

of the American General Conference; the Metho.
dist Conference in Canada, at iis" next session

held in Ernestown, Midland District Oct. 1828, .

took the subject of separation again into conside-
ration, and afier rehearsing the above preamble,
Resolved, that it is ‘expedient and necessary, and
that the Canada Conference ofthe Methodist Epis-

“copal Church do now organize themselves mto an

independent Methodist Episcopal Church in Up-
per Canada with a General Supérintendent, to be’
known by thename of “ The Methodist” Episco-
pal Church in Canada.” T

2nd Resolved—That we adopt the present Dis.,
«cipline of the Methodist: Episcop:l. Church as the
basis of our Constitution and Discipline, except

such alterations as may. appear necessary from .

our local .circumstances. .

3d . Resolved—That the twenty third articlé cf.
our religion be expunged, and the following be
inserted in its place—< We believe it to be the
duty of all christians to be subject to the powers

that be ;—for we are commanded by the oracles of

of the -Methodist

it
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_God to respect angd obey the Civil Government :
“we should therefore not only fear God, bt honer
the King.” : .-

The Conference then proceeded to make alte-
rations in severat>parts of the Discipline, and ex-
punged whole and parts of Scetions, ds the local

, circumstances. of the Province scemned to requirc.
" Some of these alterations, 1 had th€'honer of shew.
ing th¢ Committee, by comparing whe Discipline
of the Methodist Episcopal Church in Canada with
that by which the Methodist Church in the United
States is governed. . : ’

As the 3d Section of the book of Discipline of
the American Methodist Church provides that al.
terations in the rules of the Church cannot take
place except by the Delegates of thie Annual Con-
ferences in General Conference assembled, 1t
will appear obvious to the Committee that such al.
terations could not have been made in the Disci.
pline of the Methodist Church in Canada had not
all connexion with the American Conference been
dissolved. ( '

- Since October, 1828, no kind of Ecclesiastical
connexion has existed between the Methodist Con-
ference in' Upper Canada and that, in the United
States-—no kind of respousibility on either side—
no kind of union, except that Christian fellowship
‘which exists between the several branches of the

_ Militant church of Christin every part of the world.

In respect to the Methodist Conference in Ca.

. hada receiving support from foreign sources, I beg
.to observe, that our Methodist Itinerant Ministers
receive the whole of their support from the volun.
tary contributions of the Societicsa among whom
they labor. - T
-* The Philadelphia Female Missionary Society
_has presented for two or three years past a dona-
tion of £100 to the Methodist Missionary Society

" inCanada.. The Committee in New York of the Me-

thodist Missionary,Society (one article of the con-
stitution of which is to appropriate its funds where- -

. verthey are likely to do the most good, without any
regard to political boundarics) has made 2 donation
uf £175 each year, for the last two years, to assist
in promoting the christianization of the aborigincs
of Upper, Canada. Some donations’ have been
received by the Methodist -Missionary Society in
Canada from private individuals 'in the United
States. These, contributions, however,” are the

. gratuitous offerings of benevolent individuals or
voluntary associations, and are in no respect con-
nected with any political influefice or ecclesiasti-

" cal jurisdiction. They are given and reccived in

accordance with the spirit of that divine injunc.
tion, “go and teach all nations,”—in accordance
-with the spirit of thiose noble Societies in Great
Britain, whose benevolence and exertions are not
confined to one country or to one kingdom, but are
beriefitting almost every nation upon the face of
the Globe. . , o
.. All monies received by
. ary Society are duly acknowledged in the publish-
ed annual reports of that Society, together with
the applications of them.

REPORT, &c.

the Methodist Mission. -

‘ 5
. A sum has betu wnnually recened by the Me.
thodist Couference in Canada, from z genvral

book concern wn the ecity of New York, tiic ctr-

-cumstances of which I bez to expluin to the Ho.
. norable Comminee. - '

‘This concern was establisiied manv 'y cars ago
by, the Methedist Conferences generally. ‘The
procceds of it, according to the Charter by which
it was incorporated, as also thie 7th section, Part
second, of the-book of Discipline, are equally
divided among all the annual Conferences, in pro-,
portion to the number of their members, and are
exclusively applied to the relief of worn out dis.
tressed preachers, and the widows and orphans of.
those who have died in the Itincrant Ministry,
andto the general spreading of the Gospel. -Coz-
sequently atits separation, a-portion of the pro-
perty of that Book coneern would be due to the
Conference - in Canada. Dut its affairs in 1823
being in an unsettled state, a large amount.of
books being scattered in different parts of the
United States—large debts eaisung ugainst the

.establishment, and others outstanding not collect.

cd, it was thought advisable by the Delegates of

. the Canada Conference to defer the final adjust. -

ment of their claims, until the ensuiug session of
the General Conference, which will be held in
Philadelphia, May, 1832. In. order to be pre-
pared for this final settlement, the General Cou--
ference “ordered all the.old stock of books in the
hands'of Agents to be sold at 50 pér cent.. dis.
couut, and those which could not be sold, to be
returned to the establishment in New York..
Similar arrangements were made to, adjust all
the other affuirs of the concern. The General
Conference resolved, at the same time, that “un.
til there shall be un -adjustment of any clainis.
which the Canada Church- may have on this con.
nexion, the Book-Agents shall divide to the said-
Canada Church an equal proportion of any.annual
dividend which may be made from the Book cos-
cern to the several annual Conferences respec-
‘tively.” 'This ¢ annual dividend,” apportioned to
the Canada Church, has never, to the best of mv
knowledge, exceeded thirty-scven pounds, ten
shillings, which kas been carefully applied to the
purposes specified in the Discipline. This is, I
believe, the true state of the case respecting the,
General Book concern—and the only dependence
which it appears to me the Canada Church has
upon the American Conneaion, is, that the former
has'a legal claim upon' the latter for a certain
amount of property in books, &c. which the-Jutter
has agreed to adjust a year from next May,.
There are two circumstances more which hate
been represented as indicating a « foreign influ. -
ence,” that I beg leave to notice : the one relates
to the election of a General jSuperintendent, und
the other to ordinations having been performed
.léyna Bishop of the Methodist Church in the Uuited
tates. . - . .
As to the former, the Methodist Conferernice in
1828, on its determining upon a separation, una.
nimously elecied a gentleman for that responsible

o
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.ollice, whose guls, dequirements, and graces pre- |

cannendy qualisied himfor its duties, and-who- was

+ hnown to enjoy; in the highest degree, the confi-
- denccand respect of the British as well as the Ame--

nicay connesion, and was also understood tobe dn
Englishman by birth. ‘Chis gentleman, who is now
Princrpal of the” Wesleyan University in"Connecti-
cut, from the peculiar circumstances of his health
aud situation, dechied accepting of the office to
which the Methodist Conferencein the Province

. had mvited him. ’
Since that time the attention of the Members of
the Methodist Conference has been drawn to
- several gentlemen both’ in Great Britain and the
United States, as suitably qualitied to fill the office

" . »of a General Superintendeut, but to none in either
- -country, te.the -best of my- knowledge, except

British” born subjects. '

In respect to an American Bishop’s ordaining
Preachers jn Canada, since their separation from -

the United States Conference, one of the honor-
able Committee. was present on the occasion, and
doubtless recollects all the circumstances of the

case.—I may however observe, that at the time

of the separation, it was expected that 2 general
Superintendent would be immediately obtained—
but failing .to succeed in the accomplishment- of
this destrable object, no ordinations were per-
Jformed for any preachers in Canada for the-space
of two years, and at the conference in August Jast,
in Kingston, they were still left either to continue
without ordination, or to infringe upon the eatab.
lished order of. our prudential regulations, by per-
forming the ceremony after another mode, or to,
invite a Bishop of the Amzrican Methodist Church
to perform their ordinations.—The last of these

alternatives was considered preferable to either-

af the other two.” . But rcquesting-the_performance
of such ordinations by a slishop of the American
Methodist, Church, implied no acknowledgement
on the part of the Methodist Conference in Cana-
daof a foreign Ecclesiasticial junsdiction.—For

the English Bishops, by request,, ordained Dr.

White, Bishop-of the Protestant Episcopal Church

in the United States, without pretending to pos- -

"' . sess or excreise any'jurisdiction over that church,

and Bishop, Hedding, who performed the ordina-
. tions referred to, stated,in the presence of the con-

gregation ‘and in the presence of one.member of
- the’ honorablé Committee, “previous to the. per-
. formanee of the ordination service, that he pes.-

. sessed no Ecclésiastical ' jurisdiction over the

"’ Canada Church—that' this jurisdiction” ceased in -
1828, by the mutual consont of the Canada and

United States Conferences-—but that he consented
to perform these ordinations,—Ist. because the
persons presented for ordination had been duly
clected to the sacred office by the conference,
and he had been invited to ordain-them—2ndly he
felt himself virtually authorised by the American
General Conference to do so, in the Resolution
which empowered him to ordain a General Super-
intendent, should the Canada Conference see fit
ta elect one—3rdly that Bichon Asburv, one of

REPORT &c.

the first Bishops of'the Methodist Church in Ame-,
rica,.ordained ‘English Missionaries for the West
Indies, and the Province of Nova Scotie, places
over which he assumed'né ecclesiastical jurisdic-
tion. N ) . .
‘T may also add .that an Amecrican Bishop,s or- -
daining our ministersin Canada, is not considered,
in England, in the light of their being under the
controul of a foreign jurisdiction. 'The Rev.

.Richard Reece, a leading Minister in the English

cornexion, in a letter addressed to Francis Hall,
Esq. of-New York, shown me by that gentlemen, * -

-and dated, London, Feb, 29, 1829, speaking of the

separation and the difficultics under which the"

' Methodist Conference in Canada labored in mnot

being able to procure a General Superintendent,
in all respects ‘suited to their circumstances, ob:
serves, “They (the Methodist Conference in Ca.
nada) must, as vou say, struggle on for a while,

.and- your- Bishop’s must’ visit them, and ordain

their ministers; until they can’ do without them.”
1 would likewise remark, that there is. at this
moment, the most friendly feeling existing between

the Canada and the English connexion ; thatthere . -
‘is frequent friendly correspondence between mfn. - -

isters of both connexions ; that no less than five
English Local Preachers have joined thie"Canada
connexion during the last year, -immediately-on
their. arrival in this country——joined in' the same
standing which they had in'the English connex-
ion; that at the last conference, held in Kingston,
the President and Secretary, were: directed-to
open a correspondence .with the President of the
British conference ; and that I have-no doubt what.
ever, that the union between the Canada and Bri.
tish connexicus will at no’'distant period be as in-
timate as the circumstances of the two countries . ~
will render practicable. ; . .
In regard to circulating books, which may be
considered as having a *Republican” tendeney,
I am not acquainted with any instanceés of the
kind. - o e
"."The books and publications at the depository of
the establishment placed under my. care, are I be-:
lieve entirely the productions of European writers.
I have several kinds of Bibles which thuve.been
obtained from the British and Foreign -Bible So. .
ciety. . I have s quantity of Sunday school Books
which were all published by the London Sunday.
School Union—I have between one and two hun.
dred different sorts of Tracts, -all of which have
‘been issued by the London Tract Society. ‘
The prayer of the petition to prohibit any reli.
gious bodies ‘assembling that acknowledge any

.connexion with a foréign church, and all persons .

from exercising their ecclesiastical functions who
are not British subjects, I believe will not inter-
fere in the smallest degree with the Methodist
conference, nor with the functions of any of the
preachers employed by it, except those of two
young men. But I believe however that English
Missionaries exercise their functions under almost
all governments, and that English Societies send
their publications among almost all nations. Nor
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" do I lnow of any govemmcnt, that bas, in mo- cessary to requcct any otfier infarmation that T
' dern times, attempted to adopt the principlesof the am.able to give, I shall at all umes be at. lhl:tt )
prayer of D. Bethune, Esq, and othqrs% except seruce. n .
those of China and Japan. EGERTO\ RY ERSO\ T
Should the Honorable Committee think it ne- lork Febmary Oth, 1831, . - .

‘ . . - ~.< “ ——— PO N v A
- .. P - C N N
" ~ TABLE .- . . |  LIST T
OF mnom ITINERANT MINISTERS IXUPPBKCANADA. . OF BAPTIST,‘MIKISTBI?.S IN UFPER CANAT L.
. . . - . -
—Hmv Tong in
lll,“" or Naxee. \gztn: - Wuene Sannd-nn—un Anors. Naues. Froy wuener. { Tute npas. T
KSIDENCE. zX. TED. d,
8 old, W. M-Derman [Now Brunswich, {Morethan10ycars . .
Ameliashurg  [WV. Case, Colames, [U. States, [203yecars. Nar. Tow usend, Joln Harris,  [Canada. I believe, . ‘e
Salitlect . Ry('nun. U. Canada, 'U. Canada, Woestmunster,  |Ab'm. Rloat, {Not known, Moze lh:m 12, . .
Stamford, J . Mesamo| U. Cnnad,a, |€anada, Maluhide, Samuel Baker,|  do
W:Ilron. Ircland,  |Ireland, do. —— Auwnn, (Nova Scofia, Amm! this year. .
Thorold, & Stoney, freiand, lmaml. Baybam, Jos. Merrlll,  {Not known, Here 12 years,
St. Catharines, F..' Evans, 'nzlnnd. England, Clinton, — Hill, Fansland, Armmived dast )cnr
i‘v"&?‘u’ﬁ.'\'.se .‘r‘ cﬁ:"&"ﬁ %I g:‘mﬂ' ICann:::;. 21 § cars, Nat. Cl‘l"uhw'ulle lD ’ ;t‘y:m‘"' c.:;ou dn
Nelson, |J. S. Awood, [T, States, [U Stal.cs: 1 Yeam do. " |[John Tinch, |States, I belarve, [Here 4"yc.'mr
NS, R o, [l Salionn™ oo e
- i . U
Loudan, = |J. Buley, = |irland,  [freland,’ do.- ' [L G, c:.mida, L helieve,| Known 12 years:
‘Westminster, 1S, Belton, l;cl:md, Ireland, Oxford, ~ S, Mabe: ot known do.
Wontminster, |S. Hontingdon,U. Shates, {U. States, {3 ycars, not do. LN Frenc .. 4o
i‘;;':m.ﬁ:‘ w BG‘ l’i"mm" ﬁ'“’",_.g‘;" 'g":'x':dai' {Nat Chmham Tng. smppe, Not knl‘é.?,“’ feve, - 3
Canboro’, R. P .elp,n’ . sm:,' U States, (UnknownNat. Dundns, D, Oliphant,  [Scotland, Rnown 10 yeare.
Rellville, W. Ryerson, [N. Scotia, |U. Canada. Rrmmosa, - . JJomes Binck, | do. . CHEST M
DG B [Canais,  [Canade Yore™ .« |h Bemaey g lw BU
3 . 2N, anada, 0 . - . £
Belfvilie, J Beatwe, lgclnnd,' heland, Yorx Townsbip, Jas. Mitehell, '} do. ‘ " 4

Do. V. Patrick, |U. Canada, |U. Canada, Pickering, Geo. Barclay, | do,' . - - s -
Hallowell, R. Heyland, |Ireland, Jreland. . Gannanoque, . |W. Carson, [ do. :' 13« .

Do. T. Bevin, England, {England, éac-uencc, -}John E{lwards, do., ‘: 09 : '
Calborne, D. Wright, {Canada,  |Canada, ckwith, - . John M‘Ewen, | do. s L

.. Do, D. McMullen, |N. Scona, N Scotia, Bherbrooke,. - |A. M‘Alpin, do. . 4ar3a .
Whitby, IL Biggar, ~ |Couada, ,Canada, do. G?men{d’ do. . , PRS-

Do. C. Vanduzen, {Canada, |Canada, Glengarry, |A; M'Dearmi do. 15- .
Cavan, G.Miller, ~ \Canada, [Canada, do. P, 3‘Dougall, | do. i LE B :
Songe Sivect, (B Adams, (T Canadn, (Caniiny’ o[B80 ] S here B Serbin

do. |4 Nows,  [Treland, " |freland, Cramahe, . [R.Seott, . |England, N. Brunswick.¥, **
Albion, 3. Pool, Ircland,  |lrcland, Ameliashurgh, . 'Witi, Not Known, Here long. ,
Lake Simcoe, {C. R. Alison, {Canada, (Canada, Sidney, . j——Hulse, . | do.- . do. . |
Muyndusk, 3. Currir, Scotland, |Canada, %l}mlow, |z Sheed, . | do. i do. '
T::::'m, “'cs..“.‘,%',:' Canade, g:n“:g:' o Torae) Mo, L'ai ' mnrso; L
R LA Tl S - i T SR %&:;*.%sz
) A ey, {37 years, Na . 5 . ¢
Lanark, F. Metcalf, = |C. States, (U.Stases, |11 fem. Not  Chingupcousey, [W. Cook, | do.. o 4. o -
g | Bl Gl “ ‘
. K * Lot
Bzgck‘ ile, {\v G‘ml, g g'mnm' g gmu.,, ilpm' < 'l'he New Englnnd Company’s Agent mxndmns- S i
0. . Wilhams, {U. States, . Sta cars—Not v
Augista, T, Maddon, " |Colomes, Cnmdf::’- ¥ Tknown Nm--n'l‘h:s list was furnished by, ‘the Reverend Mr. .-
odo. l S. \Yal;‘iron, Canada, [Canada, Stewart, who-states it ta be xmperlc' ct, ab.he conld not
Ottaway " }’;‘_%“ 1 {‘,f.{::ﬁ: {ﬂ;,’,‘g: find- some. documents’ necessary for him to rofer to to
do. I.. S, Chureh, |Canadd,  (Canuda, ‘make. it accurate. - Mr. Stewart says, moreover, that he
mdv‘zm Il. Healey,  {U. Statwes, |U. States, (8 years, Nat ; !
' C'nmclsl, Canada, | c:.mn?' years, Aa knows ofno Baptut Muuaterm the Province who is not,
:{l',_."““‘bn Pﬁ" f "'f",’;"“'ﬁm {1 Canada, (Canada. by birth or otherwise, o Brxtmﬁ‘gub,;ecz.
Bytown, H CA{‘)-mdson Hrelang, ) ,gc!and’. The Mibisters of this persussion uro neither dircetly
York, " |E-fyserson, |Ganada, |Camada: nor mdx:ecﬂy under the control of dny forcign body.
. Credat, P, Jones, Native Indian. . .
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Letter feau e Iicv James llarrw q)‘ !I'c I’re.s-
“byter J qf Upper- Canade tatlw Clzmrman -
: - Yorxk, : Februury 9th, 1831,
.‘Sm,‘
" _I have the honor o enclose to you, as
" ehairman of the Committez appointed by the
House of Asscmbly, to enquire into and report
- uport the petition of Donald Bethune and others,
" &e.~a list of the members of the Presbytery of
Upper Canada, with the places of their bmh and
. thmr prcsent residence.
I am Siz,
.o ‘ Your obedient
oL 77 and humble Servant
e 77 JAMES HARRIS.

(unmrot»m.n A. Haoeryay, Esq. %
Chairmarii &. &c. 4«:

N

'nn'uu'r &c Sy

LISy

OF THE MCMBERS or tnx PRESBYTERY or LPPER €ANADS,
wath the places of therr birth and present residence.

e ______J

Mewares A Native or | iResioixe v
Rev Wm. Bell, Scotland, Perth.
G. Buchnnun, Scotland, Beckwith.
“ Gemmill, - Scotland, Lanark.
“ Wm. Jenkens,| Scotland, Markham.
“ Andrew Beill, Scotlan Toronto.
% P, Ferguson, { Scotland, N. Guillimbury
* Robert Bofd, Ireland, Prescott.
“ Rabert Lyle, Ireland, Matilda.
4 William King,[ Ireland, Nelson.
« James Harris, { Ireland, York.
“ Wm. Smart ‘England, Brockville,
= John Bryning, land, Mount Plenmnt
“« R.M'Doml‘l{, . States, Ernesttown.
« D.E.Eastman,{ U. States, Grimshy.

Nore—~Mr. McDowall has resided in the Provinco
nearly thrity vears. Mr. Eastman, upwards of twenty.
The Klmuwrs. composing the Presb; s above named,
derive thoir sole support from theTon jons in which
they respectively labour,—with the exceptiotrof Mr. Beil
of Perth, who receives a yoarly salary from the Homo
Government. -
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