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minutes.

SOUTHAMPTON, York County, July 4,1883.

F~ CfcM- Bvu ■

£rs;cJKLr^"“fernour wMe they heard other/rejoice iZTmeZ ^ 
After ope^^Z‘Æ ^«on of b™

min Merritt was unanimously re-elected* Chaim,^’ ^ Be^a" 

The following are the members of General Confi

Rsv SAMUEl'raE t̂AMIN MERRITT- c™„.

•• ^ k pHôton ■*:- TZ'àï&yt»0**: aw » JMswlSb
“ E. MoLBOD, ^ .. YERT^WB^NEr’
:: tixÉï&TArL0R' ::
“ STEPHEN E. CURRY, - PETER“ GE0HtiÊ V. OBSER,’ .. Sft

erence present :

Licentiates.
saswffl?

Ait
Delegate from Nora Scotia General Conference.

Her. EDWARD SÙLLIVAN. '
Visitors

Bro. JACOB PORTER, LiesntiUo from Nora Scotia Confer,**

Delegates.

*

’-j -tew#First District

< »■ R PARSONS, Cuak.
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Delegates— Continued.
(CHARLES BARTLETT, 

Third District.. 'GEORGE R. ATHERTON,
GEORGE KNOX, Clerk. 

(LEONARD SLIP, 
(RICHARDSON WEBB. 
(BENJAMIN PALMER,

Fifth District. <T. W. SMITH,

civil
cnjo)

divid

\
Fourth District.

By

GEORGE WORDEN, Clhrk. 
ROBERT McLEOD,

GEORGE MoCREADY, Clerk. 
M. T. BREWER,

Alt

preci<

pilgrii

Bucceê 
to “t

has b< 
annihi 
It is t< 
speedi: 
irapedi

else ou 
Duri 

lives ol 
holds, 
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Wer 
to-day 
informi

Sixth District.

Seventh District -(JAMES SMALL,
WILLIAM PETERS, Clerk.

Recording Secretary.
B. J. UNIXERHILL, Esquire.

Treasurer,
WILLIAM PETERS.

Thé Conference being organized, and the names of the members 
present read by the Clerk, the Corresponding Secretary was called 
upon to read hisjAnnual Report, which was as follows.

ANNUAL REPORT.
Brethren, Honoured and Beloved in Christ—

Another year is gone ; and by the index of our progression to eternity, we 
are impressively reminded of the brevity of human life, and the rapidity with 
which wo are passing away. Our lives, with their increasing solemnities and 
responsibilities, are hastily growing shorter. The time has come when we are 
again permitted to meet face to face in another Annual Meeting.

Devoutly recognizing the hand of a wise and superintending providence in 
'Thus permitting us, so favourably, to meet in this, our Thirty-first ,Geueral 

Conference, we sincerely pray that:we may be presided ovpr by Him whose 
law is love ; and that while our souls may be refreshed by the renewal of 
Christian affection, we also be especially blessed, and wisely directed, in all our 
doings and deliberations ; that our coming together may result in increasing 
the spirituality of our ministry, the purity of our Churches, and the efficiency 
of our entire denominational interests.

Like many of its predecessors, the last year has been marked by the various 
vicissitudes of unerring wisdom among the nations of the earth. In some 
directions peace has prevailed, and liberty and ohristianity have steadily pro­
gressed ; in others, national commotions and cruel wars have raged to a fearful 
extent, and, for the present, seem to have militated against the prosperity of 
religious enterprizes. But whatever has been the conflicts and changes among 
the nations, our confidence in the rectitude of the Divine government, re- 
maineth sure ; while the exemplified utility and purity of our holy Christianity 
more ardently endears it to our hearts. While “ clouds and darkness are

’
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around about Jehovah, righteousness and judgment are the habitations of His 
Throne.”

Although the legitimate object of our organisation is not material nor po­
litical—it aims not at giving national institutions nor political constitutions to 
the world ; yet it does seem to me befitting the occasion, that we should ex­
press to Almighty God our hearty thanksgiving that we do live under the i&ti



r

5

protect,on of « national government, whose aound -eonstitution and the ad 
ministration of whose wholesome law», secure to us the gloriôus’bîesL™ oft' 
civil and religious liberty, which, if not superior to, are fuUv eoual 
enjoyed by any people on the earth. Proportionate to our liberties .ndT
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bis labour*, Our interest* have been very much extended through the whole 
Island. A branch Church has been organized ; three new meeting houses 
have been commenced, and brother Barnes has baptized eighty-nine ; with 

v two others, by brother Babcock, and one by brother Tayloiv-making in all, 
ninety-two. The interest continues good, and the prospects are very 
encouraging. Our brother has laboured very hard during the year, and has 
seen an "abundant harvest. To God be all the praise.

The Church in St. John has enjoyed the labours of Elder Downey. Elder 
Hartley laboured in Oarleton, and saw some revival last winter. He baptized 
eleven. Elder Perry, wtio lives in St John, has made a few visits to Churches 
in the country. The Church at Beaver Harbour has been blessed with some 
revival interest. Five have been baptised by Elder Johnston, and a meeting 
house has been cothmenced.

I have thus, dear brethren, endeavoured to give you some account of the 
labours of bur brethren, and their.more immediate results during the year. 
Much, no doubt, might have been named, that I have no knowledge of. ttWe 
know that ranch seed has been sown—the fruits of which, we have not yet 
harvested; but which, we hope, will bring forth abundantly. The cause of 
temperance is prosperous in some districts ; while in others, its interests are 
too lightly regarded. Sabbath sobools exist in all the districts, many of which 
are in a very efficient state ; but * committees will be appointed to report on 
both these causes, I will leave that work to them. r 

The whole number baptized and added to our Churches, Is four hundred and 
fifty-five. The state of many of our Churches loudly call upon us to make 
ftesb efforts to supply them with more ministerial labour. I think resolutions 
respecting finances, and other matters of importance, were passed in several of 
our District Meetings, to be recommended to this Conference, which, I -trust, 
will enable us to do something in the care of our Churches that will be per­
manent and saving.

In conclusion, allow die to say, that as Churches, we owe important duties 
to the communities in wjrioh we are located, and to our country in general. 
Churches should be separate and model societies ; and just in proportion as 
ttay have the Spirit of Christ, they are such. They are the fight shining in 
this morally dark world ; the. leaven in the meal ; the salt in the earth—sus* 
tatoing and advancing whatever things are true, honest, just, pure, holy, 
virtuous* praiseworthy, and of good report And we say, God forbid that we 
shouMever be satisfied with any thing short of worshipping Him in spirit and 
in truthourselvea, and declaring to our fellow^men the true character of God 
our Saviour, and seeking the highest earthly and heavenly good of our 
neighbours.

With a sincere prayer that He who has planted us, and hitherto been our 
stride, will still bé with us, making us usefiS and ha^py in $e, and ultimately 
bnng us off more than conquerors, when in joy and bliss we shall sing the 
praises of the Lamb for ever and ever, X submit to you my A «mud Report

July 4th, 1888 A' CoBMBPOSMNQ SïOMTABT.
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He spoke of the loss of a number of their Ministers by death and 
exclusion within a few years, and felt very deeply the want of 
ministerial labour among their Churches. He said they were 
looking to this Conference for assistance, and hoped we would be 
able to aid them. Notwithstanding their discouragements? the 
Lord has been with th^m during the past year, and good'revivals 
have been enjoyed by several of their Churches.

Brother Porter followed with some very interesting remarks on 
the spirit of progress manifested by the Churches in Sabbath 
Schools, Temperance, açd in building Meeting Houses.

Elder Noble, who labors in that Province, spake of the increas­
ing interest m the section of country in which he labors.

Adjourned to meet again on Monday morning at 8 o’clock.
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SUNDAY, 8 o’clock, A. H.
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?lL1I^TIA'rK8~Rev8- Wm- Downey, S, Hartt, B. Merritt, 
and i. White.
Slip" F,NAlro,8-Brethreh B- Palmer, M. T. Brewer, and Leonard

Elder Freeman Babcock, formerly a minister of the “ Christian 
Band in the States, who had been received into the Seventh Dis­
trict Meeting, and recommended to this Conference, was examined 
and received by unanimous vote as an Elder in full connection 
with this General Conference.

Adjourned to meet at 2 o’clock, p. m.

Aftebnoon Session, 2 o’clock, p. M.
Opened by singing and prayer.

REPORTS.
Ibe following is the Rej^irt of the Committee appointe

SABBATH SCHOOLS. 7
We, the Committee on Sabbath Schools, beg leave to Report-“-That 

we find the system of reporting to the District Meetings, end from those 
again to the Conference, to be so imperfectly carried out as not to con- 
vey all the kiformition which is really desirable on lo important a sub­
ject For this reason we can only etMe as an approximation that the 
whole number of Sabbath Schools in connection with our denomination 
m the Province is about 87—two of which are in the first District 
seven m the second, four in the third, five in the fourth, eight in the 
fifth, five in the sixth, add six in the seventh. Some of these appear to 

, flourishing state, while others, once prosperous, are now
evidently taking some of those essential elements of interest and pro- 
grass npon which the advsneetnent of the institntloa depends. We are 
Tearful that seme of our Elders, and other publie and influential breth­
ren, do not take as deep and active an Interest ss they ought in this 
good cause ; and that this is one of the reasons why so many places are 
deprived of the advantages which Sabbath Schools are so well calculated 
to supply. We believe that this denomination should bs more deeply 
engaged In sowing the seeds of instruction through this divinely ap­
pointed instrumentality j and that the frolt of the seed thus sown will 
ba gathered in well filled sheaves into the garner of the Lord. We 
therefore recommend—let, That this Conference enter more diligently 
Into this heaven-approved work, by adopting such measures is wfflbest 
secure the organisation and efficient working of Sabbath Schools in oon- 
Srî? *,‘*Ï*U ?f.e*r Churches; aad, find. That In addition to The 
Statistical Report of the Churches, the Sabbath Schools be statistical!* 
Meetings rtP°rt'd ** * <ele8*tio° the Churehes to the District

Respectfully submitted1 by
GEORGE W. KcCKEADT. 
WM. KINGHORN,
M. T. BREWER,
LORENZO WILSON.
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TEMPERANCE.
The Committee on Temperance reported as follows-—
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B. F. RATTRAT,
J- T. PARSONS, 
JACOB GUNTER.
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Unanimously adopted.; ■
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t MINISTERIAL LABQfl.

The following is the Report of the Committee on Ministerial 
Labor and Missions :—

Tour Committee on Ministerial Labor and Missions beg to submit the 
following Report.

We may be permitted to say that we have found it difficult to arrive 
at anything very deflhite that we think would be practicable at the 
present time. We are of the opinion that the circuit system would be 
the best plan tbàt could be adopted ; bpt after consideration have deci- 
ded not to recommend it this year;

Many of our Churches are suffering from the want of pastoral labor, 
and we do earnestly recommend that all our Churches raise a fund in 
some systematic way, and where a number of Churchea are loeated 
near each other, they unite and secure the labors of some minister as a 
pastor. We also recommend that this Conference send out one or two 
Missionaries to labor with those Churches who are not able to secure 
pastoral labor. To assist in raying means for tb«ir support, the Mis­
sionaries should do all they can where they labor, and be especially 
careful in collecting the twenty-five cents from each member of, the 
Churches as required by Conference ; also, that the pastors of Churches 
be particular in collecting the same Conference fund—twebty-five cents 
a member.

T
up a 
sepa

Rt
whot
powe
circu

Co
Re,

when 
to set 
cumsi

Ooi
WI

been i
Th,

his lit
Aft.

their <
Ret,

from t
G. A. HARTLEY,
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Unanimously adopted.

FINANCES. Unidt
The following is the Report of the Committee on Finapeer:—

The Committee on Finances have audited the Treasurer’s account, and 
found it correct

Your Committee are sorry to find that a number of notes given at 
last General Conference remain unpaid ; also, that many of the notes 
given to parties to get signed have not yet passed into the hands of the 
Treasure. Your Committee recommend that all parties who hold 
unsigned notes for Conference, or if any have signed ones, and have ne­
glected giving them to the Treasurer, they forward them to him at once.
We And the liabilities of Conference at this date,

(July 6, 1868), ...
To meet which we find cash on hand,
Notes of hand unpaid, 
lb pledges,
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BENJAMIN S. PALMER, 
LEONARD SLIP,
11. T. PBWER.
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Adjourned to meet Tuesday morning at 9 o’clock.slices:—- 
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Tuesday Morning, 9 o’clock.
Opened by singing and prayer. I
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A proposition wts then made by those on tho 3rd tier, that the mem- 
ber» of the Committee be twelve ; but subsequently they were willing 
to reduce the number to six. This was objected to by the 2nd tier. 
Another proposition was made by those on the 2nd tier, in which they 
were unanimous that the whole matter of dispute be referred to the 
Surveyor General, and that his decision be final. The 3rd tier, after 
considering the proposition one week, declined accepting it 

. Your Committee deem it proper to state here that a difference of opi­
nion exists between the 2nd and 3rd tier, as well as between those on 
the 3rd tier and your Committee, as to whether it was the intention of 
the General Conference, in the resolution governing this matter, to refer 
the entire matters of difficulty both of Church and estate, or only tbe 
qipstion of dispute in land. Those upon the 2nd tier, as well 
as your Committee, were of the opinion that it only embraced the ques- 

dispute in land, especially eg non-professors of religion were 
eligible to sit on the Committee, xour Committee were strengthened 
in their opinion by the impropriety of referring matters of Church dis­
cipline to such a Committee. Consequently the question was narrowed 
■down to the difficulty between the parties about land, and to those per­
sons only who were directly interested therein.

Your Committee being unsuccessful in reconciling tbe parties in did- 
eûmes, in consequence of the disagreement and misunderstanding referred 

« t0« t0 refer the matter back to this General Conference, to be dealt
» with as you in your collective wisdom may deem proper.
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E. R. PARSONS. Adj
Woodstock, July 6th, 1863.
Adopted.
After some discussion on the matter, it was
Resolved That a Committee of five brethren, consisting of two 

elders and three laymen, be sent to the Second Church, Wakefield, 
to investigate the matter of disunion in the Church according to 
the law of the Bible, and make sneh decision in the matter as that 
law warrants, which decision shall be final.

Committee—Elders Merritt and Conner, brethren B. Palmer, L. 
Slip, and E. R. Parsons.

Moved by Elder Hartt, seeonddd b$* Elder Pennington— ,
Whereas report» derogatory to the character of brother Clarl 

E. Bell are in circulation, and which are sufficiently painful to call 
for immediate investi “

Therefore Resolved, That this Elders’ Conference recommend to 
the General Conference to appoint a Committee of judicious breth- 
ren to investigate the character of this brother, and make such 
decision fi^the Conference as they deem scriptural, and report at

Committee—Elders Hartt, McMullin, and Parsons.
Whereas, fc resolution was passed in the Seventh District Meet- 

™ November last, requesting this Conference to'amend Article 
HI. Section 1, so as to allow branch Churches to send delegate# to
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Adjourned to meet at 10 o’clock,
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unable to, procure pastoral -care ; and to labour especially to 
establish discipline and or<}er in them, and to aid pastors in all 

the pastors may require them. And that the mis­
sionaries receive at the rate of 1400 each a year for their labour.

Voted—That Elders Hartley and McLeod be delegates 
tend the next General Conference of the Free Christian Baptiste in 
Nova Scotia, and that Elder Pennington be a substitute in case of 
the failure of either. 1 Also, that the expenses of delegates be paid 
by Conference. , v - ,

Voted—That Elder Hartley and brother Underhill be a Com- 
publish and distribute 1800 copies of

cases where

to at-

mittee to 
Conference.

the Minutes of

The following letter from the Rev. B. F. Rattray was read, in 
response to whiokhe received the accompanying reply and dis­
mission from Conference :— •
TO THE ELDEBS AND MESSENGERS OF FREE CHRISTIAN BAPTISTS, CON­

VENED IN CONFERENCE AT SOUTHAMPTON.

Dear Brethren—Owing to my difference of opinion with you in the 
matter of Communion, having embraced the views of Close or Strict 
Communion to immersed believers, and also not being able to reconcile 
myself to your Church polity, I therefore, with Christian love to you 
all, request a letter of dismissal from you as a regularly ordained Elder, 
in good and regular standing. •

Yours In the Gospel, („• <
B. FRANKLIN RATTRAY.

Southampton, July 7, 1868.

TO WHOM IT MAT CONCERN.

The Rev. B. F. Rattray, a minister regularly ordained according to 
the ruled and customs bf the Free Christian Baptists of New Brunswick, 

good and regular standing with us, having recently changed his 
from our practice In the communion of believers, and also in rela­

tion to our Church polity, and baring requested his dismiseion'for the 
above named causes, we therefore dismiss our brother according to his 
request, and commend him to God’s grace and the fellowship ef Any 
sister denomination among whom he may seek a home.

BENJAMIN MERRITT,
,:'■> h "-ill’. < Chairman of Conference.

B. J. UNDERHILL,
Recording Secretary.

and in 
views

Southampton, York do., July T, 1868.

DISTRICT MEETINGS.
1er District—To be held with the Church at Middle Kent, last 

’ 1868. To attend, Elders A. Taylor, Y.
G. Oner.

turday In', August, 
'hite, E. Sipreli, G.

Ss
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especially to 
pastors in all 
that the mis- 

their labour.

s;3rd Disikiot—With the Church at the White Meeting House, ' j 
Lower Queensbury, second Saturday in October, 1868. To at­
tend, Elders Y. White, W. E. Pennington, and J. T. Parsons.

4ih District—At Lincoln, third Saturday in October, 1863.
To attend, Elders McLeod, Merritt, and Hartley.

5th District—At Jerusalem, second Saturday i£ February,
1868. To attend, Elders Hartley and Pennington.

6tn District—At Upper Sussex, fourth Saturday in February,
1863. To attend, Elders Pennington and Hartley.

7th District—On the Island of Grand Manan, first Saturday 
in November, 1863. To attend, Elders Parsons, Downey, McLeod, 
and Gunter.

Voted—That this Conference adjourn, to meet with the Church 
at Fredericton, the first Saturday in July, 1864.
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Free Christian Baptist General Conference in 
William Peters, Treasurer.

Received on account Conference Debt, time lakt Conference July 1862.

account with

George Tracy, 
Stephen Lenantine, 
Rev. G. A. Hartley, 
Charles Bartlett, 
Allen Bovey,
James R. Shaw,
M. T. Brewer. 
Samuel Downey, 
James Small,

$20.06
10.00*

Rev. E. McLeod, 
Dr. Flowers,
E. C. Freeze, 
Thomas P. London, 
George Clynic,
J. Rice fold debt), 
James Gosline, 
Samuel J. Holder,

$20.00
2.00

4.00 20.00
,12.00
'11.50

4.00
10.00

2.00 2.00
6.00 7.00
6.00 12.00
4.00

1 ysp.so
Dr. For paid for Committee order, Creditors, $160.60 

!omnobalThe du?.„Credit0rs “f this d*te- "ot including interest, is ■
î0nUo mJththîsSam,o„r„etma,n N°*“ °f HaM a"d

CONFERENCE F.UND.J CR.

By Balance on hand, $60.001 By Cash, church mouth Becka- 
vaah rec d on old account, 2.25 guimic,

“ cash for deed sold to church “ “ church Upper Becka- 
b. B. Oromocto, 1.00 guimic,

“ “ from Rev. John Wal- “ u A Van wart,
lace for Minutes, 26 “ “ Levi Estabrooks and wife, 60

Isaac Adams 24 “ “ Charles Homes,
W.nslow Mills 24 “ “ Dan. Tracyand family, 1.00
church VtctortaCorner, 7.60 “ “ G. Seely and wife,
ch. Upper Hampstead, 6.06 “ “ Ez. Seely and wife,

' 1st church Woodstock, 7.66 “ “ George Me Op
■ 2d church Woodstock, 5.00 “ “ John McLeod

“ uPPer Brighton, 1.40 “ “ Wm. Keith,
• Ihomas J. Worden, 26 “ “ church, Millstream,

„ George J Worden, 25 “ “ 1st church,. St. John, 6.80
ch. Henderson Settle- “ “ James Lafferty, 60

.. „ ,,.men‘v 2-8* “ “ church, Carleton,
„ Wm. Slip, 48 '• “ Thatcher Smith,

.. „ George Vanwart, 48 “ “ Elder Hartt and family, 2.00

.. 2* “ “ Isaac Miller and family, 72
„ ̂ e°rle J01**",' 24 “ “ E. McLean, 48

“ '• dnirdTiw , “ “ ch. Campbell settlement 1.66

$2.34

1.16
60

a

48
48
60iy-
98
26

8.12

6.10
IS



/ '11

lu

Hy Cash, George Slip,
“ Samuel McCready,

“ “ Gideon McLeod,
“ Ben. S. Palmer and wife, 6U 

‘ “ Donation,
“ “ Stephen Lenantine and 

wife,

#0.601 Dr. For paid for Minutes,’62, $40.00 
‘ prom, on Canada draft,. 60 
‘ Delegation to N. S., 81.46 

John Erbb, expenses 
to St. John on Com., 1 86 

“ Ben. S. Palmer, do.,’ 1.60

26
26

1.60icount with
60

ce July 1862. $74.70$141.16
$74.70

$20.00 Balance on hand, $66.482.00
20.00
4.00 home mission fund.

Ck. By received from G. W. Bowyer, $20.00.

WILLIAM PETERS, Venturer.

10.00
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12.00
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10.60
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