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MINUTES.
SOUTHAMPTON, York Oounty, July 4, 1863,

THE Thirty-first Annual Moeting of the Free Christian Baptist
General Conference of Now Brunswick assembled at Southampton,
York County, this day, at 10 o'clock, . %, As usual our first
meeting was a General Conference meeting, when the Lord’s ople
spake freely to each other of their christian experience, an their
hopes of heaven. This meeting was largely attended, and was a
season of unusual interest, Many hoarts warmed with love for the
Saviour, while they heard others rejoice in his mercy.

At 2 o'clock, p. u., met again the transaction of business,
After opening the meeting with singing and prayer, Elder Benja-
min Merritt was unanimously re-elected Chairman,

The following are the members of General Conference present :

. Rev. BENJAMIN MERRITT, -Cramyay, )
Rev. SAMUEL HARTT, Rav, WILLIAM
s . B. PENNINGT&E{, ‘“ G. A, HARTL
« OHARLES MoMULLIN,
‘“ JOSEPH NOBLE, " THOMAS OONNER,
s JA%OB GUNTER, . WILLIAM DOWNEY,

"

cLEOD, [
‘“ ALEXANDER TAYLOR, J. T. PARSONS.
“ JNB ; B. F. RATTRAY,
“ STEPHEN E. CURRY, PETER MALLOOK,
‘“ GEQRGE W. ORSER, CYRELIL, DOUCETT,

SA%{VUELGDOWKIYY, THOMAS VANWART,
EDWIN GARRAY W,
WILLIAM BROWN. X

Delegate from Nova Sootia Gerioral Gonforence,
- Rav, EDWARD IVAN;

. Visitor,
Bro., JACOB PORTER, Licsntiate from Nova Seotis Conference, :

Delegates,
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Delegates— Continued.

(CHARLES BARTLETT,
Tairp Digrricr..  GEORGE R. ATHERTON,
| GEORGE KNOX, Cisk.
LEONARD SLIP,
RICHARDSON WEBB.
- 3BENJAMIN PALMER,

Fourrn Districr.

Firra Distaicr. <T. W. SMITH,

GEORGE WORDEN, Crerk.
ROBERT McLEOD,
Speze Dismacr. GEORGE MoCREADY, Crerk.
M. T. BREWER,

Srventn Districr < JAMES SMALL,
WILLIAM PETERS, CLErk.

Recording Sebretary.
B. J. UNDERHILL, Esquire.

Treasurer.
WILLIAM PETERS.

Thé Conference being organiz.ed,vand the names of the members
present read by the Clerk, the Corresponding Secretary was called

upon to read hiséAnnual Report, which was as follows.
ANNUAL REPORT.

BrerHREN, HONOURED AND BELOVED IN CHRIST— re

Another year is'gone ; and by the index of our progression to eternity, we
are impressively reminded of the brevity of human life, and the rapidity with
which we are passing away, Our lives, with their increasing solemnities and
responsibilities, are hastily growing shorter. The time has come when we are
again permitted to meet face to face in another Annual Meeting.

Devoutly recognizing the hand of a wise and superintending providence in

“hus permitting us, so favourably, to meet in this, our THIRTY-FIRST General
Conference, we sincerely pray that.we may be presided over by Him whose
law is love; and that while our souls may be refreshed by the renewal of
Christian affection, we also be especially blessed, and wisely directed, in all our
doings and deliberations; that our ing together may result in increasing
the spirituality of our ministry, the purity of our €hurches, and the efficiency
of our entire denominational interests.

Like many of its predecessors, the last year has been marked by the various
vicissitudes of unerring wisdom among the nations of the earth. In some
directions peace has prevailed, and liberty’and christianity have steadily pro-
gressed ; in others, national commotirng and cruel wars have raged to a fearful
extent, and, for the present, seem to have ‘militated against the prosperity of
religious enterprizes. But whatever has been the conflicts and changes among
the nations, our confidence in the rectitude of the Divine government, re-
maineth sure ; whilethe exemplified utility and purity of our holy christianity
more ardently endears it to our hearts. While “clouds and darkness are

around about Jehovah, righteousness and ‘judgment are the habitations of His °
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protection of a national government, whose sound «constitution, and the ad-
ministration of whose wholesome laws, secure to us the glorious blessings of &
civil and religious liberty, which, if not superior to, are fully equal to those
enjoyed by any people on the earth. Proportionate to our liberties and op-
rtunities to do good, are our responsibiliti
, which,
dividual or associated capacity.

By the closing of qur ecclesiastical year, I am reminded of my official duties
in preparing and presenting to you another Annual Report of the doings and
prosperity of our beloved denomination,

Although we may justly feel humiliated under a conseiousness of our great,
lack of consecration to God, and the feebleness of our efforts to advance the
interests of the cause of Christ; yet to His praise be it said, a5 in former years,
we have been made the instrumentality of doing some good. Each year some
precious souls, who have been converted by our labours, have passed away to
be with Christ, which is far better; and others have become heaven-bound
pilgrims. During the last year, a ber of our Churches have been blessed
with gracious seasons of refreshing from the gresence of the Lord; and to
quite an encouraging extent, we can say pur efforts have been crowned with
success. True, not 8o much as in some former years; but enough to cause us
to ‘“thank God, and take courage.” There are some things amongst us yet,
over which we feel to mourn and lament ; but I am happy to be uble to say,
that one very grievous burden; to which we have had frequently. to allude,
has become very much lessened, and we hope will, ere 'we separate, be’ so
annihilated that we shall feel it no more, I rfer to our denominational debt.

i t rovidence and Bpir.it of -our God, wé.shall

During the:year, the merey of ‘God has been towards us in preserving the
lives of all our ministers; wid while death ‘has entered many of our house-
holds, it has not/been permitted to remove from the walls of ‘our Zion any of
her watchmen; s ' i -

Were it'in my power; I would be pleased to present to yoir as.full a'report
to-day a8 ‘you have had on’former: oconsions ; but for ‘the want of necegsary-
information; T find mysélf sadly at s loss, i ) g

Of our Firat Dlstrl'ﬁt, Which embraces our most riortherly Churches, T know
but comparatively Tittle, Last year,' our interest and influence there wefe re-
ported a8 steddily increasiig, "which ‘1 hope is ‘still the ‘case. s’ Annual

was held with the Ohuréh on the Tobique river, last Augtst.’ ;ﬂﬂer

lin has'spent & part of the year with 4 g«mldn of these Churches. * Rider

Orser has' alsq libouréd with' two or three hurches in- this ‘district. Elder
Curry, who lives !n'thlé’diatﬂct;;hng also laboured some withil its limits,

The Second District, embraces the Churclies, on both sides’ of the St. John
]river, from tﬁe lagx end of the e'ril&dx}?r%’t; ufch to Woogstook It s:ld jts
st Annual Meeting in October, - 1,the Chure! ¥
o ! re ré:wre’hlgg within  he It

artt, McMullin, Siprell r8er, LJoucett; White,
Some of chqqs& 8pent the whole year in laboup
others; haye &u&gsﬂ' d
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Chureh. . Brother White also laboured with the second Wakefield Church one
half his time. - The Charch in Woodstook has had the pastoral labour of Elder
Parsons the whole year, anid has had a year of uninterrapted prosperity. At
Upper W oodstack, where we have for seversl years'had quite a number o
brethren and sisters who have laxly kept ug meetings, and have had staf
pmhing.ml‘mthr Parsons was 1o #ee his efforts erowned with the fa-
vour of God. Several old backsliders were recldimed, & number converted,
twelve 'baptived, and & Ohurch ‘of thirty-otie members organized, known as
the second Woodstook Church.' A number have . since, -

The révival extended to the first Woodstock ureh, where, for several
weeks, brother Parsons laboured in special services, and-saw much ef-
fected: - The Chureh was much strengthened, and many converted, It was a
work of power. Brother Parsons baptized thirty-four, who, with one other,
were added to the Church.

Elder Hartt has laboured with several of these Churches: under pastoral en-

Presquile, the Lord gave him to see

a : G:r ltnrougthenod, several reahl::d,

and many sinners ‘were: converted to e baptized twenty-seven, who,

with three others, were added o the Chureh, - At Peel, the Church was much

encouraged, and three were baptized by brother Hartt, - The Church at Wil

linmstown has slso been encouragéd, and things have been much revived. " At

brother Harts m\-wﬁwd interest. ‘He baptised two, and

organized & Church of fifteen. .. Elder cMullin, who has visited and lsboured
Wl «nm;‘ of h:en Churches, “&léo visited

‘oodstock to Fredericton ; within the limits of which, we are assembled
day. Beveral of these Churches have been without pastoral labour d
the whole.year; and some of them have had but very. few ministerial
The Church in. Frederictor” has labour of Elder

o yoboto ,:'
> 2ok know of suy reviesle, o8 :5@.

5 le. year, except. those ment ¢ % ‘.» it
ho whole year : i
it Tk e e iy 1 e T G Ot
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Msireh one those of the  City, . Elders Merritt; French, Conner, and* MoKenzie live fir

this district, and have expended .their labours :during the year thostly within
it ki its limits. ' think, all th - ements with these
e ‘Yb-e Churches; and beside their  labours, they have been by Elders Taylor
"1';‘3 M/ and Downey, and. just before this Conference, by Elder: MoMullin, - Broher
'm‘l t::: fa Taylor spent; .d f;;;:inh with ?i:‘ Churches iﬁ' mddmr “'hnl:
coming up, an ng e e ¢ du
"::“’m"' visit, gBrothu Downey mmoisyldt mnlm. and ,th.:dla:ﬁh gave l'm‘t!\om to
bl wegmiﬁemﬂn'ﬁhmmmlmndhm The
¥ were much remowv: erers
gf iy Christ. . Ho baptized twenty. ~ Elder Conner hag had the pastoral care of this -
or Ohurch, and. has laboured to profit amongst the - Brother MeMullin's
Lt labours resulted in ﬁ:d He baptized two at ) ‘and one on the
castern side of the Long Reach,

The Sixth is our most easterly and embraces all the Ohurches from
Middle Land toTaylor Village. - Some of these Ohurches have enjoyed seasons
of revival, while others have been_ in a weakly state,: ‘The ‘Meetin,
was held inﬁ' d:-k Cm “(;'overdnle in‘February last, ‘which was wmﬁ
by a pow work ¢ WWMMMM

and the Lord greatly blessed " their efforts in re the
terests of the Ohurch, snd in conversion of sinners, - Our denomin;

interest is widely extending in thot part of the distpics: Brother
i This- raised a' fund t i
e
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his labours, - Our interests have been véry much extended through the whole E
Island. A braneh Church hag been  organized ; three' new meeting houses [
have been d, and brother B has baptized eighty-nine ; with 1
v two others, by brother Babdock, and one by brother Taylor—making in all, Io
ninety-two. - The interest continues good, and the prospects are very ]
encouraging. ‘Our brother has laboured very hard during the year, and has 8
seen an’abundant harvest. To God be all the praise, L

The Church in St. John has' enjoyed the labours of Elder Downey. Elder h:
Hartley laboured in Carleton, and saw some vevival last winter. He baptized
eleven.’ Elder Perry, who lives in St. John, has made a few visits to Churches th
in the country. The Church at Beaver Harbour has been blessed with some
revival interest., ‘Five have been baptized by Elder Johnston, and a ing Sc
house has been cothmenced, -

I have thus, dear brethren, ehdeavoured to eg'ive you some account of the in
labours of tur brethren, and. their,more immediate  results during . the year. ‘
Much, no. doubt, might have been named, that I have no knowledge of. ,We
know that much seed has. been sown—the fruits of which, we have not yet
harvested; but which, we  hope, will bring forth: abundantly. The cause of
t is p in some districts; while in. others, its interests are
too figbtly roglrdetf Sabbath schoolsexist in all the districts, many of which
are in a yery efficient state; but.ds committees will be appointed to report on _
both these causes, I will leave that work to them. p ; Sa

The whole number: baptized and added to our Churches, is four hundred and
fiftyfive. - The, state of many of our.Churches loudly cgll upon us to make pre

- freahefforts,to supply them with more ministerial labour. I think resolutions of
respecting finances, and other maiters of importance, were passed in several of ang
eur ot Meetings, to be ded to this Confer , which, I the
will enable us o do;something in-the care of our. Churehes.that will be per tru
manent and saving, 1 i ey '

In conclusion, allow the to say, that as Churches, we owe /important duties tha
to. .the communities in which we are located, and. to -our country in’ general.

Churches should be separate and model societies ;. and.just in proportion as
they have the Spirit of Christ; they are such, . They. are.the , shining in
gt Lo T L B L Lt :
[ whatever, are.true, honest, just, pure, holy,
virtuous, praiseworthy, and of good report. - And we say, God forbid that we by
should ever be satisfied with any; thing shovt of worshipping Him in gpirit and I
in truth ourselves, and declaring to ‘our fellow-men the teue. charheter of God ¢
our hShnviout,’ and seeking the highest earthly and heavenly good of our o ];
neighbours, i il SbeA ST
%ith sincere pngr that He who has_ d us, and hitherto been our 4y
Fuide, still be with us, making us usefal, and happy in life, and nltimately and
ring us off more than conquerors, when, Il“u) i and bliss we shall sing the the
Praises of the Lamb for ever and ever, I submit to you my Annual Report,
.G A HARTLEY, Copabimoniivg Saourrass. g
July 4th, 1868, ; S A R S
o)
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He spoke of the loss of a number of their Ministers by death and
exclusion within a few years, and felt very deeply the want of
ministerial labour, among their Churches, - He said they were
looking to this Conference for assistance, and hoped we would be
able to aid them. ~Notwithstanding their discouragements’ the
Lord has been with thqm during the past year, and good revivals
have been enjoyed by several of their Churches. |
Brother Porter followed with some very interesting remarks on '
the spifit of progress manifésted by the Churches in Sabbath 1
Schools, Temperance, and in building Meeting Houses. |
Elder Noble, who labors in that Province, spake of the increas- f |
ing interest in the section of country in which ie labors. |
Adjourned to meet again on Monday morning at 8 o’clock.

SABBATH.

A prayer and social meeting was held at the Meetin House
Sabbath morning, in which many took part, and felt the Lord was
present. ~Arrangements had been ma«fe for supplying & number
of Churchies ‘with preaching during the day. &u- own' palpits,
and several of other denominations, were occupiéd by a number of
the ministers, e congregations were in attendance, and we
trust the blessing of God will o rest upon the labors of the day as
that much good will be the result, h , ‘

) Mor?n Y, 8 o’clock, . .
Met at the Meeting House according to a;}oin‘tment. Opened
by singing and prayer. i
Brother L. 'V&)ﬂson,
of the Conference, ti
Brother M. T.' Brewer appointed Assistant Secretary, ‘zro. tem.
Voreo—That the Chairman of Conference, with Tlders Hartt
and McLeod, be a Committee to appoint, Committees to report on
the several subjects to be reported on in this Conference. .

The following are the ‘Committées who were appointed =~
Ox MivisteriAL LABor, AND-Missions—Revs, G. A, Hartley, 8,
Hartt, W, K. Pennington, and A, Taylor, i il
Ox Disorevive or Caorongs—Reve, A. Taylor; G: A.Hartley,
S. Hartt, W. E. Pennington; B o £ lod Subvr
Ox Sampars Bonoors-—Brethren G McCready, ‘M. T. Brewer,
L.O“rilpdl_;, "ln‘d‘Rév. Wmn. Ki i bt

from Campobello, Was ‘admitted a mnmber

om. R e
Noble, J, N.'Biries, and Brother
‘B. I 'Rnttmy,‘ J.. T. Parsons, an

3 E'
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On Licentiatzs—Revs. Wm. Downey, S, Hartt, B, Merritt,
and Y. White.

S].ON Fivanogs—Brethreh B. Palmer, M. T. Brewer, and Leonard
ip.

Elder Freeman Babeock, formerly & ministet of the *Christian
Band” in the States, who had been recoived into the Seventh Dis-
trict Meetiug, and recommended $o this Conference, was examined,
and receive upanimous vote as an Elder in full connection
with this General Conference.

Adjourned to meet at 2 o’clock, », u.

i

ArTERNOON SESSION, 2 o'clock, P, M.
Opened by singing and prayer.

REPORTS.

The following s the Repbrt of the Committee appointed on
SABBATH SCHOOLS, /

ol
We, the Committee on Sabbath Schools, beg leave to Report-That
we find the system of reporting to the District lfeetings. and from those
again to the Uonference, to be so im, erfectly carried qut as not to con-
vey all the information which s really desirable on so important a sub-
Joct, For this reason we can only Sthte as an approximation’that the
whole number of Sabbath Schools in econriection with var denoimindtion
in the Province is about 87—two of which are in the first District,
seven in the second, four in the third, five in the fourth, eight in the
fifth, five in the sixth, affd six in the seventh. Some of these appear to
be in & very flourishing state, while others, once prosperous, are now
vidently lacking some of those essentinl elemenits of interest and pro-
gress upon which the advanestent of the institution depends. - 'We are
Tearful that sotne of our Elders, and other public and infldential breth-
ren, donot take as deep and active an interest as they ought in this
eause; and that this is one of the reasons why so-man: places are
deprived of the advantages which Sabbath Schools are so well caloulated
to supply. We believe that this denomination should be more deeply
en, ﬂ: sowing the seeds of instruction through this divinely v‘rfn
g:inted instmmhmx; and that the frait of the seed thus sown
gathered in well filled sheaves into the garner of the Lord, W
therefore recommend—1st, That this Conference enter more dili
into this heaven:approved work, by adopting such mesasures as wi !
secure the organization and efficient workiug of Sabbath Sehools it cont- '
neotion with all of our Churches;-and, 9nd, That in wddition t5 'the
Statistical Report of the Churches, the Ssbbath Sehools be statistically
.Hnd fully reported by u ‘delegation from the Ohurches to the Digtrict
minn ¥ ¢ - ‘
Respeotfully submitted by ;
i GEORGE 'W. McOREADY,
WM. KINGHORN, "
M. T, BREWER WN
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ON LETTERS,

The Committee on Lettors submitted the following Report;—
The Committee on Letters report—That a Letter baving been sub-
mitted to. them from Deacons Isanc Turner, Allen Steeves, and Shep-
herd Somers, proferring charges against Elder R, Dobson ; and another
from ider R. Dobson, implicating the maral charactor of Bider 7. Wal.

lace, and also ?)
Qarraty, whic

er, be appointed to, investi t
tory to the standing and characters of Elders Do‘i‘con and Wallace, and
Licentiste Garraty, and make such decision relative thereto as they

think best,
(Signed) C. MoMULLIN,
T. CON

E, McLEQD.
Unanimausly adopted,
The recommendation of the above Report was carvied out, and

Elder S. Hartt, Brethren Peter Steves and Robert MeLeod were

appointed the Committee, :

TEMPERANCE,

The Committee on Temperance reported as follows :—

Your Committee believe Temperance to be a very prominent rinciple
of the religion of Jesus Christ, a very precious fruit of the Hofy Spirit
of God in man, a principle that Jehovah has distinctly tanght and
written in the Bible, and therefore consider that it cannot butufﬂnmph
at last over the lusts and passions of the flesh.

We, therefore, in. accordance with these views, believe it to be the
imperative duty of every denomination elaiming gurity of heart and life, -
to see to-it thaf ite membership maintain well the principles of Total
Abstinenge from all intoxicating drinks,

In the second place, we believe it to be our duty as a Christian deno-
mination to enforge: Go in emg' instance where thig

ht by the use of imbﬁ:m
erages ; and, furt elp doubting the genuin
o;‘ that mn’:;m restrain him from running inte
this excess of i . el

As it regards the traffic in into:iuﬁngwtluhoﬁedﬂnh, our Oom-
mittee deem it theip duty.to uiter their united testimonies of
tion against it, beli;;i;;g that it i; productive of nothing ;I;Mnr
i ' 8 business which we cannot possibly D opp

i )l’m- in it (if

" members those who may be engag
bt m earnestly demmdth:r immm

roper L oy
g We eo?idomnht not only kmm of its x and fatal Mmthom z
those vic who ¢, but also upon the premises s
liquor is t::u alent for what ?l?‘omeeived, and therefore. m‘lu:‘,h
discontinued by Chris s gii-:m;;st and disreputable oceupation,

. Resp y subm : ;
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MINISTERIAL LABOR.

The following is the Report of thie  Committee on Ministerial T
Labor and Missions :— up 8
Your Committee on Ministerial Labor and Missions beg to submit the sepa
following Report. Re
We may be permitted to say that we have found it difficult to arrive whor
at anything ver%v definite that we think would 'be practicablée at the powe
present time. o are of the opinion that the circuit system would be circa
the best plan that could be ‘adopted; but after consideration have deci- Co
dad not to recommend it this year. ! Re
? our Churches are suffering from the want of pastoral labor, whon
und We o earnestly recommend that all our Churches raise a fand in to set
some systematic way, and where a number of Churches are located cums
near each other, they unite and secure ‘the labors of some minister as a Qo
pastor. " ‘'We also recommend that this Conference send out one or two Wi
Missionaries to labor with those Churches who are not able to swuro been
pestoral labor. To aseist in rajsing means for ' their' port; the Mis-’
sionaries’ should do 'all: they ¢an where they labor, be especially his Hie
careful in collecting the twenty-five cents from ‘each member: of, hb Aft
Churches as required by Conference; also, that the pastors.of Cbure their
be’particular in’ collecting the same CGonfererice fund—twenty-five cents Res
a member. from t
G. ‘A, HARTLEY,'
8. HARTT, :
. W. E.'PENNINGTON,
A. TAYLOR. You
Unanimonsly adopted. :‘:léh:!'
FINANCES. Uni
The following is the Report of the Committee on Finqpoer.-—- Adj
The Committee on annoes have audmd the Treasurer’s account, and
found it cor
Your Committee are sorry to find that a. number of notes . given at
last Genml Conference remain_unpaid ; also, that many of the notes
givon tq pgrh« 10 get tigned have not, yet passed into the hands of the | Ope
Youf;' P fmmu e &bu‘t :g parties. -};;” bold | The
no ference, or if any have s gned ones, and ne - Secol
xlnuduivingtbmto &e‘l‘mmuz,theyfurwaydtbuwm once, ther:lu

We find’ the liabilities {of Conference at tbh am,
il pJaly 6, 1868), ' ;
To ‘méet’ which we find ush on hund, 4 Lo
Notes of maunpiid, £ ¥ Riiial
In''pledges; - )
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LICENTIATES.

The Committee on Licentiates reported. The Report was taken
up and discussed in sections, and resulted in passing the following
separate Resolutions :—

Resolved—That a Committee of three preachers be appointed, to
whom shall be referred ‘the case of Brother Samuel Downey, with

power to get him apart to the work of the ministr ) at such time as ‘the
circumstances in his case require. -

Committee—Elders McLeod, Hartley, and McKenzie,

Resolved—That a Committed of three reachers be appointed, to
whom shall be referred the case of Brother ’I}l).\omil Vanwart, with power
to set him apart to the work of the ministry, at such time as the cir<
cumstances in his case may require.

Committee—Elders Gunter, Parsons, and Kinghorn,

Whereas aliegations against the integrity of brother E. Garraty have
been made to this Conference—

Therefore resolved, That this Conference cannot congistently renew
his license.

After hearing brethren Jarvis, 8. Shaw and William Brown relate
their calls to the ministry, it was

Resolved, That each of these brethren feceve a license to preach

from this Conference, for tho term of one year,
: DISCIPLINE.

Your Committee on Discipline beg to say, that as the matter entrusted
¢o them is one of great importance, they have not time to do it justice,
and beg to be relieved.

A. TAYLOR, Chairman.

Unanimously adopted,

Adjourned to meet Tuesday morning at 9 o’clock.

——

> . Turspav Morning, 9. o’clock.
Opened by singing and prayer. '
The Committee inted by Conference last year to visit the
8econd, Church *ipawoakeﬁeld, in connection with the diffienlty

there, submitted the following Report, which was received i)

The Committee to whom was referred the matter of difficulty. in the
Second Church in Wakefleld, beg to'submit )
OFk; Sy et ; §

Re

the following. ag their
our Comuiittee, in accore e with instructions received

ference at its ‘t’:.ig
viz., gl

ly 8
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A proposition was then made by those on tho 8rd tier, that the mem.
bers of the Committee be twelve; but subs uently they were willing
to reduce the number to six. This was objected to by the 2nd tier.
Another proposition was made by those on the 9nd tier, in which they
were unanimous that the whole matter of dispute be referred, to the
Surveyor General, and that his decision be final, The 8rd tier, after
<onsidering the proposition ane week, declined accepting it.

Your Committee deem it proper to state here that a difference of opi-
nion exists between the ﬂnﬂnd 8rd tier, as well as between those on
the 8rd tier and {our Committee, as to whether it was the intention of
the General Couference, in the resolution governing this matter, to refer
the entire matters of difficulty both of Ohurch and estate, or only the,
qugstion of dispute in land. Those upon the 2nd tier, as well
as your Committee, were of the opinion that it only embraced the ques-
tion of dispute in land, especially as non-professors of religion were
eligible to sit on the Committee, - Your Committee were strengthened
in their opinion by the impropriety of referring matters of Ohurch dis-
cipline to such & Uommittee. Consequently the question was narrowed
down to the dificulty between the parties about land, and to those per-
sons only who were directly interested therein,

Your Committee being unsuccessful in reconeiling the partiesin diffi-
culties, in consequence of the disagreement and misunderstanding referred
to, beg to refer the matter back to this General Conference, to be dealt.
with as you in your collective wisdom may deem proper.

ELISHA BAKER,
E. R. PARSONS.

‘Woodstock, July 6th, 1863.

Adopted.

After some discussion on the matter, it was

Resolved—That a Committee of five brethren, consisting of two
elders and three laymen, be sent to the Second Church, Wakefield,

* to investigate the matter of disunion in the Church according to

the law of the Bible, and make such decision in the matter as that
law warrants, which decision shall be final.

Committee—Elders Merritt and Conner, brethren B. Palmer, L.
8lip, and E. R. Parsons, : 3 .

Moved by Eider Hartt, secondéd by Elder Penniigton— , '

Wherens reports derogatory to the character of brother o8

E. Bell are in cirealation, and which are sufficiently painful to call

for immediate investigation— : ;
Thevefore Resolved, That this Elders' Conference recommend to

the General Conference to appoint a Committee of judicious breth-

¢ (r!au to'invtea'tig:m c?:} ,chammtbof :‘hin brqﬁmmnd x‘;nke O;tw;l:
ecigion for the Confererice as they deem seri -and report;

our next Annual Session, s iy " s ki
Committee—Eiders Hartt, McMullin, and Parsons. .
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it would be advantageous to branch Churches to be represented
delegation in our District Meetings, we do hereby aker that ,3
of Section 1, Article L, which reads, “and by two messe
from each . Church belonging to the District,” and make it read,
“and by two messengers from each ‘Church, and -from each brasch
Chureh, belonging to.the District,” dye,

Resolved, That Rev. &, A, Hartley, D, W, Clark, and M, T.
Brewer be s disbursing Committee for the Present year,

Whereas, We, the ministers and members of this
doeply feel the need of & more entire consecration to the service
of (fod ourselves, and the need of more laborers in the vineyard of
the Lord, and a general revival of pure spiritual religion among owy
Churches, '

Thergfore Resolved, That we set n?rt the second Saturday.in
September next, as a day of fasting, umiliation, and prayer, and
request our Churches to meet, in their severa] laces of worship,
on the morning of that day, 1o pray that Almighty God would, for
the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ, satictify our Zexrts more per-
fectly, 1ay his hand upon young men of real woith, and thrust em
into his vineyard, feeling woe unto them if they

Gospel ; ‘and give to our Churches copious seasons of revival from
is own presencé.

Adjourned to meet at 10 o'clock, ». w.

AFTERNOON SEssion, met at 1 o'clock,
Opened by prayer.
Wheveas it is desirable ‘that the amnual state of our Charches
shoild be reported  at ‘onr ‘Genneral Conferences, and their true
statistics ascertained ; g
Therefore Resolved, That the Elders bring to the /Conference
annually, the exact statistics of the Ohurches with whicl :
bopr—,-t!iut i8,the number.added by baptism during the year; the
number by letter; the mumber died ; the number removed ; the
number exoluded (if any); and the exact number jn standing with
the Church; and that ‘they also ascertain, as nearl as possible,
the condition of ‘those Churches that are destitute pastors, and
report; thetn, X A
x:*bui JSurther Resolved, That a Btitistial Report of Sabbath
Schools connected with the Churches be also submitted.
Resolved, That a Committes be 4 inted to publish 1,000 i
copies of our T of Faith, Qo%ﬁonk Covgnnt,,,_’,A,ot' :

{1 i g Horiley, and
Committee, . g v
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unable to procure pastoral «cdre ; and to labour especially to
establish: disciplino and order in them, and to aid s 1n all
cases where tﬁe pastors’ may require them. And' that the mis-
sionaries receive at the rate of $400 each a year for their labour.

Vorep—That Elders Hartley ‘and McLeod be ‘del to at-
tend the next General Conference of the Free Christian Baptists in
Nova Scotia, and that Elder Pennington be. & substitute in case of
the failure ‘of either. (' Also, that the expenses of delegates be paid
by Conference, , i ‘

Vorep—That Elder Hartlez and brother Underhill be a: Com-
mittee to  publish and distribute 1500 copies of ‘the Minutes of
Conference. !

The following lettor from the Rev: B. F. Ratiray was read, in
response to whichwhe received ‘the accompanying reply and dis-
mission from Conference +— *

T0 THE ELDERS AND MBSSENGERS OF FREE CHRISTIAN BAPTISTS, CON-
VENED IN OONFERENCE AT S8OUTHAMPTON,

Dear Brerarex—Owing to my difference of opinion with you in the
matter of Communion, having embraced the views of Close or Strict
Communion to immersed believers, and also not being able to reconcile
myself to your Ohurch polity, I therefore, with Chyistian love to you
all, requent a letter of dismissal from you as a regularly ordained Elder,

in and regular m'ndini. * /
Yours in the Gospel, (
B. FRANKLIN RATTRAY.
Southampton, July 7, 1868,

T0 WHOM IT MAY CONCERN.

The Rev, B. F, Rattray, a minister larly ordained  according to
the rules and customs of the Free Christian Baptists of New Brunswick,
and in and regular standing with us, having recently changed his

" views our practice in the communijon of believers, and also in rela-
tion to our Ohurch polity, and having requested his dismission™ for the
above named causes, we theréfore dismiss our brother according to his
request, and commend him to God's grace and’ the' followship of Any
sister denomination among whom he may seek a home. ’

i ! H'BENJAMIN MERRITT,
. 1 (Ohairman of Conference.
y B/ J. UNDERHILL,
Recording  Secretary.
;. Southampton, York Co., July 7, 1868 e

e
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8rp Disrrior—With the Church at the White Meeting House, '
Lower Queensbury, second Saturday in October, 1863. To at-
tend, Elders Y. White, W, E. Pennington, and J. T. Parsons.

4rn Distrior—At Lincoln, third Saturday in October, 1863,
To attend, Elders McLeod, Merritt, and Hartley.

bra Distrior—At  Jepusalem, second Saturday in February,
1863. To attend, Elders Hartley and Pennington.

6rn Disrricr—At Upper Sussex, fourth Saturday in February,
1863. To attend, Elders Pennington and Hartley. :

7rn Disrricr—On the Island of Grand Manan, first Saturda
in November, 1863. To attend, Elders Parsons, Downey, Mcbom{
and Gunter. }

Vorep—That this Conference adjourn, to meet with the Church
at Fredericton, the first Saturday in July, 1864.




Free Christian Baptist General Conference in account with
William Peters, Treasurer,

George Tracy,
Stephen Lenantine,
Rev. G. A. Hartley,
Charles Bartlett,
Allen Bovey,
James R. Shaw,

M. T. Brewer,
Samuel Downey,
James Small,

The balance due creditors
$201.09. There still remain
cient to meet this amount.

By Balance on hand, $60.00
** Oash rec’d on old account, 2.95
‘ cash for deed sold to church

8. B. Oromocto,
‘“ * from Rev. John Wal-
lace for Minutes,

* Isaac Adams,

“ ' Winslow Mills, 24

¢ church Vietoria Corner, 7.60

ch. Upper Hampstead, 5.05

" Ist church Woodstock, 7.66

‘" 2d church Woodstock, 5.00

1.00

* ch. Upper Brighton, 1,40
** Thomas J. Worden, 26
* ' George J. Worden, 25

O

ch. Henderson Settle-

ment,
Wm. Slip,
‘' George Vanwart,
* Wme Ofiff,
* Geor,

oow

CR.

Received on account Conference Debt, since last Conference July 1862.
\ CR.

$20.00| Rev. E. McLeod,
10.00| Dr. Flowers,
4.00 E. C. Freeze,
12.00| Thomas P. London,

"11.50| George Olynic,
2.00 J. Rice (old debt),
5.00| James Grosline,
5.00 | Samuel J. Holder,

.00 | :

Dr.  For paid for Committee order, Creditors, $150.50
at this date, not including interest, is *
Notes of Hand and pledges unpaid suffi-

CONFERENCE FEUND.

By Cash, church mouth Becka-

W«

$150.50

uimic,

* church Upper Becka-

guimic, 1.16
‘“ A. Vanwart,
* Levi Estabrooks and wife,
‘ Charles Homes,
* Dan. Tracy and family, 1.00
HG Seel{ and wife, 48
* Ez. Seely agd wife, 48
* George McOready,
* John McLeog,
* Wm. Keith,
‘* church, Millstream,

“

$2.34

50
50

8.12
1st church,. 8t. John, 6.80
* James Lafferty, 50
* church, Carleton, 6.10
‘ Thatcher Smith, 48
‘ Elder Hartt and family, 2.00
** Isanc Miller and family, ~ 72
“ E. MecLean, e
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By Cash, George Slip, $0.00(Dr. For paid for Minutes,'63, $40.00
" * Samuel McCready, 25! 5 "

* prem. on Canadadraft, 50
* “ Gideon McLeod, 25 4 Belegntion toN. 8., 81.45
** * Ben. 8. Palmerand wife, 50 ‘ Jobn Erbb, expenses |
¢ ¢ Donation, } 1.50 to 8t. Jobn on Com., 1.95 |
count  with ‘% Stephen Lenantine and - “ Ben. 8. Palmer, do,, 1.50 |
wife, x — i
s $74.70 i
ce July 1862. $141.16 e
. $74.70 |
$20.00 Balance on hand, $66.46 |
2.00 )
22'38 . HOME MISSION FUND,
10.00 Cr. By received from @, W. Bowyer, $20.00.
2.00 T
7.00 WILLIAM PETERS, Beasurer.
12.00
$15050
0.50
T
 interest, is !
unpaid suffi-
| Becka-
$2.34
ecka-
1.16
50

and wife, 50
24

‘funily 1.00
fo @

i 48
if;: 50
98
26
am, 8.12
John, 6.80

50

family
hmily,’



