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$)alifai limiting §ispensaty.
DIRECTORS’ REPORT

For the Year ending December 31, 1883.

The prominence given during the year to the affairs of 
the Dispensary through the press, and the facts then elicted 
concerning its prudential and medical management, render 

report from the Board almost superflous. But as Subscrib- 
and friends expect a formal statement of proceedings 

and the expenditure of the means they bestow for carrying 
on the work entrusted to them, the Directors beg to submit 
herewith the important and intêresting reports of the 
Medical Staff, together with that of Dr. Dodge ; the financial 
statement of the Honorary Treasurer, and offer the following 
remarks in their own behalf. The work ef the Dispensary 
in its several departments has been as satisfactory as hitherto, 
and also more extensive, while under the good Providence 
of God means sufficent so far, to meet all its requirements, 
including the additional outlay, for another physician in 
the North District, have been received. This last measure 
was undertaken in faith, and almost immediately

A LIBERAL SOUL DONATED THE AMOUNT

voted for the doctor ($100) for the year. Having paid off ' 
the mortgage at the close of 1882, the Board felt they would

a
ers



over the previous year, as 
ment will shew :—

St. Mary’s..........................
St. Patrick’s...............  ......
St. Joseph’s.......................
St. Luke’s......... ...............
St. George’s............  ........
St. Matthew’s.....................
Brunswick St. Methodist
African Bapsist................
Garrison Chapel................
St. Andrew’s.....................
St. Paul’s...........................
Fort Massey......................
Bishop's Chapel................
St. Mark’s.........................

INCREASE IN THE COLLECTIONS

be justified in making some necessary renovations and re
pairs to the premises, lest by deferring longer much heavier 
disbursements"would be entailed for such purposes. Com
mencing at the Morgue and basement, the whole building 
was thoroughly cleansed, whitened and color washed, 
painted, etc. The “local habitation ’’being thus improved, 
it was in keeping that “ a name ” should follow, therefore 
one of “ the signs of the times ” appears in neat gilt letters 
over the door, and notices of the hours for patients and 
doctors on either side.

The directors issued six thousand circu’.ars just before 
hospital Sunday, requesting individual inspection as well 
as liberal contributions, and they anticipated that a liberal 
response would be made to so urgent an invitation in both 
respects. As to the funds the result of that appeal to the 
Christian public attending the various churches in the 
city and vicinity, was a gratifying
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28 00Chalmers..............................
Charles St. Methodist..........
Granville St. Baptist..........
Grafton St. Methodist........
St. John’s Presbyterian......
Poplar Grove.......................
Church of the Redeemer ... 
Christ’s Church, Dartmouth 
St. James’
St. Peter’s 
Episcopal Church, Herring Cove 
North Baptist..............................

The Assocation for aiding the Poor (city) acted upon the 
communication of the Directors by kindly transmitting $30, 
with an assurance of further help The season being late 
this fund was only partially used, the balance being reserved 
to be expended this winter. The Medical Board have asked

$1,321.79 $1,426.96
The returns in these churches where special appeals were 

made (a church at the south end for instance) afford proof 
of the value of this mode of bringing the objects and needs of 
this Public Charity before the people. The private subscrip
tions obtained by the efforts of the sub committee were not 
only greater in amount, but quite a number ol new names 
appear on the Annual list. In this connection the Board 
regret that a prominent National Society have not favored 
them with their customary annual donation of $40. The 
Board applied to several charitable societies for similar 
assistance.and are very thankful to the North British Society
for $40 granted for 1883. .

On the subject of mal-nutrition common amongst the sick 
poor, the suggestion of the medical board last year was used
as

A PLEA FOR SPECIAL AID.
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8

X for a convenient portable mode of conveyance direct to the 
City Hospital for the wounded in sudden accidente, or other 
disabled patients. An ambulance is therefore required. 
Perhaps some generous friend will provide, or assist in 
procuring this useful appliance. In addition to gradually 
increasing demands for City poor, the medical staff has for 
some time past extended medical aid to Indians. Though 
this interesting class of unfortunates does not strictly have a 
claim upon the Dispensary under its specific arrangements,

THE LAWS OF CHARITY AND HUMANITY

impel us to relieve them, and they have therefore never 
been denied. The directors intend applying to the Indian 
Department of the Dominion for a small subsidy, so that 
medical aid may be continued to them, and preliminary 
steps have been taken in that behalf, The services of the 
second Visiting Physician at the North end will be contin- 
and the vacancy caused by the retirement of Dr. D. A. 
Campbell has been filled up. Of Dr. Campbell’s long and 
faithful labors for eight years, the Board desire to express 
their hearty appreciation, wishing him much success in his 
future practice, and appointing him a member of the Hono- 
ary Consulting Board. No special donotion of $100 has 
come to hand this season for the new district, but doubtless 
some considerate Christian will devise a way to raise it for 
this purpose. When
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TTHE CHILDREN DO THEIR PART,

as this year (vide subscription list) others may well follow 
their example.

In order to afford definite information regarding the 
Constitution, standing, objects, membership and regulations 
of the Dispensary, the Directors revised and caused to be 
appended to the last Annual Report the corporate principles, 
bye-laws, etc., of the Institution. A large number of copies

com

No.

1L
¥



9

were distributed, and the Secretary has a few on hand for 
future applicants. The Directors close this report with 
thankful acknowledgements to all friends and co-operators, 
especially the Clergy and the Press, for special favors ; also 
to Dr. Dodge, who continues his excellent services in the 
Eye and Ear Department, without fee or reward. And lest 
anyone should forget it, they repeat

THEIR HOSPITAL SUNDAY INVITATION :

“ The directors invite and earnestly request all friends of 
the Institution to call at the Dispensary any day (except Sun
day) between 12 and 1,o’clock, when the daily throng of 
applicants may be seen, and daily entries made in Visiting 
Physicians’ books inspected. Examination of the work done 
will show that this indispansable Chority is well fulfiliug 
its Heavyn-borne mission to the Sick Poor of the City and 
viciniy and in Dartmouth, in a far more extended and 
efficient manner than was probably contemplated by its 
founders ; and that even a temporary suspension of its work 
would be a public calamity.”

W. C. SILVER, President.
W. H. WISWELL, Secretary.

MEDICAL REPORT.
The table annexed shows the work of the present year as 

compared with that of the previous year.
GENERAL SUMMARY.

No. Patients treated by Dispensary
Physicians.............................

Visits and Consultations........
Deaths........................................
Teeth Extracted........................
Prescriptions Dispensed ........

1882. 1883.

4011
14,207

3,968
12,309

6267
780765

14,66714,076



Deaths.
V

The Outdoor Physicians report as follows :
Doctor.

Campbell 
. Marshall 
.Lindsay 
.Trenaman

Visits.Calls.
543 2,106
312 2.007
482 2,533
214 1,099

Districts.
North, No. 1

“ 2((

Central......
South........
Dartmouth

627,735
The statistics show an increase in the number of applications 

over that of the previous year. This is no doubt largely due 
to the division of the north district, which seemed to bring 
with it an increased number of new applicants for relief. 
Acute dysentery and diarrhoea prevailed during the summer 
months in the north districts, but not to the same extent as 
as in the south and central districts during the summer of 
1882, nor were the cases so fatal. Light epidemics of 
measles and mumps have also prevailed during the year, 
while in the western suburbs scarlet fever was prevalent and 
in the north suburbs typhoid fever. In the report of last 
year reference was made to the complaints arising from 
applicants giving wrong addresses. We again wish to direct 
your attention to the suggestions made at the time, viz : — 
That printed cards be handed to each applicant or his

1,551Total

OUTDOOR DEPARTMENT.

4,2302,105Total.

The Indoor Physicians report as follows :—
Patients. Consultations-

1,076
Doctors.
.Somers
..Rigby

2,342Medical Department........
Surgical “ .......
Women’s and Children’s 

Department...........

965473
«

923McFatridge 556

INDOOR DEPARTMENT.
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11

messenger stating that : (1) Patients able to come to the 
Dispensary will not be treated by physicians of the out-door 
department. (2) Application must be made each day before 
one p.m., at the Dispensary, and not at the residence of the 
doctor. (3) In cases of emergency the prescription of the 
nearest or any doctor will be dispensed. ( 4) If the doctor 
has not attended before six p.m., renew the application, as 
the wrong address has probably been given The suggession 
made in previous reports that a basis of co-operation be estab
lished between the visiting physicians and the various 
charitable societies was responded to only by the City Asso
ciation for Improving the Condition of the Poor, whose 
managers kindly placed at the disposal of the Dispensary 
the sum of thirty dollars and a promise of more if needed. 
Of this sum a portion only was expended, but this carried 
comfort and joy to several families who were found destitute 
as well as sick.

The physician of the Dartmouth branch reports as follows :
Number of patients................................................. 18
Consultations.............................................................86
Visits..................................... ........................................50
Deaths...........................................................................
Number of teeth extracted................... «.............  5

2
)

«
3

)

VI
5
)
1
5

2
i8
B
g

PRESCRIPTION AND DENTAL DEPARTMENT..
Dr. Harrington continues to discharge his duties in a 

satisfactory manner. His report was as follows : Prescrip
tions dispensed—city; 13,859; prescriptions dispensed— 
Dartmouth, 541 ; prescriptions dispensed for other institu
tions, 267. Total prescriptions dispensed, 14,677. Number 
of teeth extracted, 722.

Mrs. Webber, the janitress, continues to discharge her 
duties in a very satisfactary manner.

r
8
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;t C. D. RIGBY, M. D., President.

A. W. H. LINDSAY, Secretary.
Of the Medical Board.is
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Abortion...........
Abscess............
Acne...................
Adenitis ... . 
Alcoholism ....
Alopecia ..........
Amenorrhœa................21
Anaemia............
Anewism ........
Ani prolapsus .
Anorexia.........
Aphasia......... .
Aphonia............
Arthritis.........
Asthma........
Ataxia locomotor..........
Atrophy muscular ....
Balanitis ........................
Bite Dog........................
Bladder irritable..........
Bright’ Diseases..........
Bronchitis.....................
Bubo ..............................
Burns and Scalds..........
Bursitis..........................
Cancer............................

“ of Liver..............
*' of Stomach ....

Cardiac disease..............
Catarrh nasal...............

gastric..............
Cephalalgia ..................
Cerebral concussion ..

congestion .. 
haemorrhage. 
softening

16
4

........ 7
6

. . 2

160

2
17
.4

2
3
3

309 145 
1 3
9 8
4 3

3
1
1

13
1
1«(

18 3
1
1a

2<1
1<<

Chancre . 
Chlorosis
Chorea.........
Colic .............
Conjunctivtis 
Constipation. 
Convulsions

1
17
1

.... 2

142
1

CLASSIFICATION OF DISEASES.
Hcrj

H

Horc
Hydi
Hyst
Icter
Imp<
Imjx
Innu
Injui
Insai
Insoi
Intel
Iritis
Lary
Lary
Lepr
Leuc
Leuc
Lum

\

Lupt
Mai
Mara
Mast
Mela
Meni

Mem
Men
Meti
Meti
Mori
Mya
Necr
Neui
Neui
Nipt
Odor
Œde
Œso]
Opht

<

Orch
Otite
OVM
Para
Para
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Herpes Circinatus.. .. 1
“ Zoster..............

Hordeolum.........
Hydrocephalus ...
Hysteria................
Icterus..................
Impetigo...............
Impotence..............
Influenza...............
Injuries and Wounds. .107
Insanity.........................
Insomnia........................
Intertrigo.......................
Iritis................................
Laryngismus Stridulus
Laryngitis. ....................
Lepra.............................
Leucncythæmia............
Leucorrhœa 
Lumbago...
Lupus.........
Mal du Mer 
Marasmus..
Mastitis......
Melancholia 
Meningitis41

1
1
9
1
8

11

17
22

1

3

Tubercular,
Menopause
Memorrhagia...............
Metritis.........................
Metrorrhagia................
Morbilli.........................
Myalgia.........................
Necrosis.........................
Neuralgia.......................
Neurosis.........................
Nipples Fissured..........
Odontalgia.....................
(Edema..........................
(Esophagus, stricture of
Ophthalmia....................

“ Neonatorum

2

Orchitis 4
Otites...........
Ovaritis.......
Paralysis.....
Parametritis
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Oc
33
C

ToUrethra, prolapse of.... 6 2 
Urine, incontinence of .. 6 2 

retention of.. .. 2 2
Urticaria................
Uteri prolapsus........
Uterine disease.... ,

“ fibroid.........
Vaginitis...........
Varicella...........
Varex..............
Verrucæ............
Vermes............
Vertigo.............
Vulvæ pruritus.

Vulvitis........................

j Unclassified................
Wrong Address............
Able to come................
Able to pay..................
Another Doctor Attend-

1
G68

pati262
318 Of tl*34 213 Of 1

Tin . 1 6 
. 88 37 

11 16
Diagnosis1 No6 pro'

Sent to Hospital.........
“ Poor's House..

Transferred..................
Dismissed.....................

the42
4370 38 pro]

eacl
eacl
acul
The
forn

102 3
.. 2• T "

DEATHS. *
District.
4f■ areDisease.

trea
t prieo

neeBronchitis, acute .......
“ chronic ....

Cancer of Liver.........
Cardiac disease..........
Cerebral Softening ....
Debility ....................
Diarrhoea.....................
Diphtheria .................
Dysentery....................
Fever puerperal.........

“ typhoid.............
Hæmoptysis...............
Meningitis tubercular .
Pertussis ....................
Phthisis............. ..........
Pneumonia .................
Scald...........................
Spina bifida................

Total in each district .

1 1
hav1

1 pati1 of 12
2 sen
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thei
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15 21 20 1 5 blil
Total in all districts 62
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EYE AND EAR DEPARTMENT.3
3a To the Board of Directors of the Halifax Dispensary :

Gentlemen,—During the past year ending Dec 31st, 175 
patients have been under my care ; 130 of the eye, and 45 
of the ear. In the previous year there were 176 in a period 
of 13 months, the time embraced by the report of that year.

The great majority of these were cured, some were im
proved, and a few received no benefit from treatment. As 
the advantages of the Dispensary become better known the 
proportion which the latter class bears to the first is smaller 
each year. The average length of attendance on the part of 
each patient becomes less also, from the fact that recent or 
acute cases require less time than those whtch are chronic. 
There are two classes of people who should be better in
formed as to the objects of the Dispensary. Those who 
are really poor need have no hesitation in applying for 
treatment, any who are of this class should net allow foolish 
pride to stand in the way. But any who can afford to pay 
need not apply.

The attendance has been very Tegular, as a rule, and I 
have rarely had any reason to find fault with any of the 
patients. Although the year's service involved a good deal 
of labor, it affords me much satisfaction to know that the 
services rendered have been generally appreciated.

Of the incurable cases two only are really blind ; one of 
them, a sailor from the country, received no treatment. He 
was unfortunately at sea when prompt and vigorous treat
ment would have arrested his disease and preserved his 
sight ; but when I saw him no remedies could possibly 
benefit him. The other was sent by a lady who has on 
former occasions given substantial proof of her interest in 
the institution. He had a progressive disease of his eyes 
(atrophy of both optic nerves), which rendered him nearly 
blind when he came to see me, and I gave him a very

3
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unfavorable opinion. His case is complicated, with an 
affection of the nervous system that, I am satisfied, will 
ultimately render him still more helpless than he is now from 
the loss of his sight. Wishing to let him see that I was 
willing to do all 1 could for him, I treated him daily for 
some time at my office, as it was difficult for him to find his 
way to the Dispensary. Finding no improvement after 
three or four weeks’ attendance, I told him it was useless to 
continue. With the assistance of some of his countrymen, 
as well as other friends, he went to Boston for six or eight 
weeks, but returned unimproved.

As usual, there is a large number of suppurative diseases 
of the ear. If more attention was given to this organ during 
the progress of measles and scarlet fever, the number of 
persons afflicted with discharge of matter from the ear 
would be largely reduced.

One little patient, whose eye was seriously injured, 
required to have the eye-ball removed. A little boy, who 
is deaf and dumb, had cataract in both eyes, complicated 
with a large amount of atrophy of both optic nerves. I 
removed the cataracts, and, though the unfortunate condition 
of the optic nerves interferes seriously with his sight, yet 
he promises to have considerable vision. A little child was 
operated upon for strabismus (squint^. Two cases were 
operated upon for iridectomy, or artificial pupil, and five 
for obstruction of the tear duct, besides minor operations.

It affords me much pleasure to testify to the satisfactory 
manner in which Mrs. Webber discharges her duty in 
connection with the Dispensary.

Appended is a list of diseases.
All of which is respectfully submitted,

STEPHEN DODGE, M.D.

Lid,
Lid,
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Diseases of the Eye.
Lid, contusion of 
Lid, oedema of...
Chalazion...............
Lid, Epithelial, cancer of......  1
Lid, ulcer of............
Lid, abscess of. ..
Blepharitis Ciliaris 
Lachrymal Sac, abscess over.. 1 
Lids, eczema of 
Hordeolum....
Lachrymal Sac, abscess of .... 2 

Inflammation of .. 1
Lach. Duct, obstruction of......  2
Conjunctivitis, granular..........1

acute
'* from lime 1

chronic................9
“ with inci

pient cataract... 1 
phlyctenular .. 3 
neonatorum .. 1
purulent........... 2

Cornea, wound of with prolapsed

1 Cornea, opacity of 
1 Keratitis..............

4
5

Interstitial....
ulceiative..........................4

“ phlyctenular 
“ traumatic...
11 ulcerative with hypopyon 2

Kerato—Iritis................................. 1
Iritis.........................

“ suppurative,.
Cataract, immature
Cataract..................
Iritis, with incipient cataract.. 1
Neuro Retinitis...............
Retinitis.............................
Capsular opacity....
Optic Nerve, atroph of
Neuvitis Optici.........
Choroiditis........................
Panophthalmitis.............
Strabismus Convergent..
Myopia..............................
Wound of Brow.............

4.1 5
it

1 .22
2 1
3

31
3 1

2
2

1I» 19 1
.... 1

42
1

it 1
it 2
(i 1

1
Iris

“ foreign body in 
Pterygium............ ............

Total 130

ho-Diseases oe the Ear. 7
Eczema Auris 
Otitis Exter., circumscribed.. 5

“ " diffush................1
Cerumen, impacted...................
Auditory Canal, suppur. of with

Eczema..........
Foreign body in Ear 
Mastoid, process Inflam, of.... 1
Tonsillitis.....................
Chronic Aural Catarrh 
Aural Polypus.......

Ear, Inflam. Middle, acute 
«1

“ Suppur. Inflam.
acute...................

“ Suppur. Inflam Middle,
chronic..................................

“ Suppur. Inflam., Middle, 
chronic, with Polypus.... 1 

Eustachian Tube, catarrh of.. .. 4

. I
it chronic.... 

Middle,
2 1

1 8
1

1
6

Total1 45
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HON. TREASURER’S ACCOUNT
For the Year Ended December 31, 1883. 

Halifax Dispensary in acct. with J. F. Kenny, Treasurer. Mrs
N

MatIEXPENDITURE. SiSalary of Apothecary...............
Salaries of Medical Staff.........
Salary of Secretary (1st May)
Forsyth. Sutcliffe & Co.’s acct. to Sept. 30th Drugs, etc.... 631 23
12 Months Insurance...............................................................
Interest in Full in Paying off Mortgage..............................
Recording Release .................................................................
Gas and Fuel............................................................................
Water Rates in Full to May, 1884.......................................
Printing, Advertising and Stationery.................................
Repairs, Cleaning Morgue and Miscellaneous Expenses
Painting..............
Oil Cloth, &c..
Deposit Receipts 

alance Cash on

8500 00 
700 00 
112 50

Bi
J. S 
Don
J. à18 75 

41 65 Claj 
Wm 
Bau 
Mie 
Buc 
S. I

75
16C 13 

65 00 
78 06 
78 61 
59 76 
20 03 

1000 00 
81 52

Jan
M. ;
P. \
Bis!B hand W.
Fre<
A. 1#3547 98

RECEIPTS. J. \
Cash on hand Jan. 1st, 1883.............................................................
Donation from a Friend per Dr. Harrington.................................

W H. B...............................................................
Society for Improving Condition of Poor....
TVt. M..................
North British Society...............
North Baptist Church, per J.

“ “ Mrs. E. Binney, Brooklyn.......
Amount Collected by Messrs. Silver & Fuller 
Proceeds Entertainment in Academy of Music by the Amateur

Dramatic Club.........................................................................
Provincial Grant for 1883................................................................
Dartmouth
Hospital Sunday Collections

$ 688 65
100 Oo W.

Ads
2 00 Dar

30 004»
E. 144 1 00 J. 144 40 00 H.<4 F. Parsons.. 8 76 W.

5 00 Hoi
496 62 The

W.
289 00 
400 00 
60 00 

1426 96

Jos,
m. :

44 Chi
H.
The

$3547 98 T. J
E. & O. E. G.

J. F. KENNY, Treasurer. W.
Audited by—

Edward Smith 
Wm. Dunbar.

W.. Smi 
J. \

v



19

Subscriptions to the Halifax Visiting Dispensary, 1883.
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Goy. Richey, 5 00 F. C. Elliott,
M^°nald andCo.. 5 00 C. KaiÏÏrïnd Sons,
A. Fordham, 5 00 J. F. Phelan,
¥• Her ein and Sons, 5 00 A. and W. Smith,]
iL A. Bliss 1 00 1 W. C. Moir,
vir J^L1’ 4 00 ; Peter Jack,
E.B. Sutcliffe 5 00 J. Farrell and Co.,
Brown and Webb, 10 00 H. McDougall and Son,
£• £ In8h> 1 00 W. Ackhurat,

* , 4 00 H. B. Fidlern ï^intosh, 5 00 C. A. Whitman,
W- OBrien, 5 00 Jno. Parker,
Robt. Morrow, 5 00 J. C. Haliburten,
t 'rr' nf66. ' :i 00 E. Morrison and Co.,J. T Wood 2 50 D. J. Leahy,
Matheson, Harley and Co., 2 00 W. H B
A K. Mackinlay, 5 00 H. M„ ‘
C. and W. Anderson, 4 00 1
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