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Standing Idle.
S:andirg idle ia the market
When the Lord hath work to do ;

See, his vineyard needeth tending—
Room to work for me and you.

Ob, go forth, "tis early morniag ; >
“ Work to-day,” the Master saith :

** Train the fragile vines and tendrils ;
*, -~ Work ia patieace, work in faith.”

' - Standing idle at the noontide !
See the Master draweth nigh ;
* Go ye/also in my vineyard ;
Work, for yet the sun is high.”

Bianding idle ! shades of even
Gather over hill sad plain ;
Yet go forth, go forth to labor
While the b/eg’u of day remain.
{

Work for all in bis great vineyard —
Noae too feeble none too weak ;
But the Master finds some duty,
If h.'l bl:ss>d work we seek.

Stacding idle, while one sinner
Lives to heed a warning voice ;
If to one efflicted brother
We caa say, “ poor heart, rejoice "

Ob, gedorth with strong endeavor
Now to do your Master’s will,
"Tis to-day ; he calle his lab’rers ;

Ob, bis esrnest work fulfil,

And when even comes—the Master
Gives each lab’rer bis reward—

" May we feel the blest assurance,
Faithfully we’ ve sesved our Lord.

Not Much Acquainted with Him
No: long since we wers much impressed by
s remark made in love-feast by s simple beart
ed, yet evidently a very semsible man. He
spoke something like this: “ My . ‘Sren, I
feel hesitancy in arising to spesk. I have ‘em
» pro‘essor of religion quite & cumber of yean,
but somehow I have never got really acquainted
wilk God, and don’t feel casy in bis presecce.’
“Toe quaintness of his speech elicited many &
smile, sad yet was there not & deep ssnse and
true pbilusopby in what be said? A waant of
intimate scquaintanceship does produce precise-
ly tbe embarrassment he veferred to. It is hu-
maa pature for us to feel embarrassed in the
presence of greatness, and it needs an intimate
sequaiatanceship to make us feel easy sad at
home uader such cirew

What is troe of men y is true of men
with God.  In this truest and ozdinary sense of
the word, a man needs to be acquainted with
God in order to feel at home in his presence,
And is it not in this that many of us fail? We
are really not acguainted with God,

Some seem to bave had seozt of formal in,
troduction to God through their creed, snd in
their religious exarcises to bhave exchanged
couriesies with him, but never to bave formed a
real acquaintance with him.

Tarougn lack of such acquaintance we are
quite likely to form incorrect impressions of his
character.

Snakespears, in King Joha, speaks of Prince
Artbur who, when about to bave his eyes burn-
ed out by executiogers semt by the King,
frightened at their stern looks, begged his jailor
to send them away, and be himeell the execut-
ioner. 'This granted, one of them as he turned
away exclasimed, “ I am best pleased to be from

~_* Alas,” said Arthur, as he heard it, < 1 then
bave chid away my friend. He bath a stern
look, but a gentle heart.”

Maoy misread God as Arthur misread that
mea.

The suthor of the Country Parson tells us of
a Catechism for children that he once took up
in Scotland. Awmoog other questions, this was
scked, “ What does God do to little children P
It would seem as though almost any one would
bave answered such a question something thus:
“ God loves good little children, and whea they
die be will take them to beaven. For Jesus
when he was here upoun the earth took little
children ‘up in his arms, puc his hands upon
them ,and blessed them, and said suffer them to
come tnto me, for of such is the kingdom of
heaven.” Such an snswer seems to come almort
invclantarily to one’s lips as he reads the quest-
tion. Bat bow is one shocked as be reads the
answer given, “ God will send bad little children
to hell.”

It is no sufficient excuse for the author to say
that tae answer 1g strictly true. No man really
scquainted with God would have felt like giving

_ such an answeT.

The autbor could have had nothing more than
a formal introduction to God through his creed.
God does punish sin it is true, snd as one sees
bim simply ucder this aspect he may well feel
awe struck before him, but yet viewed in
other sspects, there is so much of compassion,

" of laye, of kindoess, of loog suffering, that as
one becomes soqusinted with him under these
aspects be is drawn toward bim in sympathy.
As oue thioks of him, the Almighty bermit of &
past eternity, usbering light into existenoce with
s word, and this world with s mere volition, and
when we listen to him at Snai, whilst the earth
trembles st the sound of his voice, we are ready
to say with the Jews, “ Let not God speak with
us lest we die.”’

But when we bear him say, “ Like as a father
pitisth his chilcren, so the Lord pitieth them that
bear him,” * If ye beinog evil know how to give
good gifts unto your children, fow much more
sbali your Patber which is in hesven give good
things to them that ask him,” “ Come usto me
all yo that are weary sad heavy laden and I will
give you res,” “ If sny man open the door I
will ¢ me in and sup with him and be with me,”
there seems 80 much of goodness in him, thet
we feel drawn towsrd him as to & bosom friend.
And this is what we_need in order to love to
pray. A sense of duty or dsager may drive us
to our devotions even witk great frequency, but
nothing less than intimste scquaiatance with
bim will draw us to bim in prayer. Bealer, are

y0u on suoh terms of intimsey with Ged thas|J

you delight to seek compssionship with him P
I not, scquaint thysel{ with him and thereby

The Abbess of Jouarre.

OR THE POWER OF PRAYER,

Ia & samsil town in Normandy, named Jou-
ArTe, ihere once stood a famous nunnery, long
since in ruias, but still remembered as the home

of Charlotte de Bourbon. Charlotte was born

in the middle of the sixteenth century, aod her
father was the Duke of Montpensier, of the
royal bouse of Bourbon—His property bad be-
come reduced, acd being unable to give his
du.lu: r a dowry equal to ber rank, he—a
proud, stera Romanis:—resolved that she should
eater a nungery.

The resolution was very distressing to the

child’s mother on many accounts, but especial-
ly because she had her eyes opea to the errors
of Romenism, and by the grace of God, had
been brought to know the truth as it is in Carist
Jesus. Asshe was unable to change her hus-
baad’s mind, she made the best use of the time

duriog which ber deax child was yot to be left
in her charge, by instructing her in the blessed
traths of the gospel, speading many hours with
her over the blessed word, in her private cham-

ber, where mother and daughter often wept and
prayed together. Although Charlotte does not
seem 10 bave been brought to know the Lord at
this time, the tesching, prayers and tears of her
sffectionate mother were not to remsin uanfruit-
ful. God never forge's the prayer of faith,—
Carist, his own dear som, has pledged himaself
that the request made in his name shall be
granted. Tois the Father never can forget. O!
that this simple, yet all-important truth wers
ever pressnt to the minds of those that love his
oame. At the early age of thirteen Charloite
was torn from ber dear mother’s arms, and taken
by her fatber to the nunnery of Jouarre. There,
ia scoordance with the gloomy system of Ro-
manism, her bair was all cut away, her dress
changed to coarse linea sad hair cloth, a cord
tied aroand her waist agd with down cast leoks
and heavy heart, she trod the stone-bound cleis-
ters by day, and rested at night on_ the floor of
Ber tomb-like ceil. A fow years passed away;
ber loving mother had falien asleep in Jesus,
and, beset on every side by false teaching and
ezample, Chariotte begaa to be not only ia some
weasure reconciled to her condition, but parily
to (slieve that ber seif-denial and sufferings
were well pleasing to God, and that the reward
of a life of such useless seclusion would be cer-
tain giory in beaven. But ber mother's prayers,
thought almost obliterated from her memory,
were not forgoiten before God. The time was
at band when the answer was to be given, and
ot & time too, when, according to all appearan-
ces, the nua of Jouarre was quite established in
self-rightecusness ; for she bad obtained so high
s character for pisty snd self-demial that, al-
though still very youn g, she bad been raised to
the lofty position of Lady Abbess, and bead
of the whole couvent. Suddealy light eatered
the nunnery of Jouarre in the form of Protes-
tant tracts.

.The Lady Abbess read tbem, and tLey recall-
eod the memory of her mother, aad the prayers,
the tears, the exhortations, the happiness of her
childhoed all came back agsin as freah as if but
of yesterday. Toe Spirit aroused eounviciion in
her heart, and sbe fled as o lost sinner to the
Cross of Christ. Counting her righteousness
but as filthy rags, she looked at the blood of
Christ as alone sble to put away her sios; and

tbe sum, 80 did the Abbess of Jouarre when the
ight of the gospel beamed brightly on her soul
Charlotte de Bourbon was saved.

But now how Was she to eecape ber gilded
chains as Lady Abbess of the Romish convent P
For a nun to leave convent in those days and
return to the world—as it was called—was
certain death, and that, too, by one of the most
cruel methods that superstition could devise.
'When recaptared the unhsppy prisozer was
first subjected to a mock trial befors a secrst
tribunal of monks, and then carried to s dun-
geon, where s niche in the wall had been previ-
ously prepared, in which she was placed with a
loaf of bread and a jug of water, and a wall
bailt in front, was literally entombed slive, and
left to perish miserably ! Skeletons have been
found from timse to time, thus entombed in the
orumbling walls of ancient monasteries. How

this, too, her mother’s prayers were to prove
effectual.

It was in the year 1372 that the noise of
battle wes beard sround Jouarre. It came
nearer ; nearer—to the very doors of the con-
vent. In vain did the nuas supplicate their im-
ages; the gates were assailed by the infuriated
soldiery ; they yielded, and the nums, driven in
terror from the cloistered homes, sought a
temporary shelter in the neighboring woods-
Charlotte de llourbon was free. The proud
self-will of her ducal father had imprisoned her
there, but her gentle mother’s prayers had * burst
the gates of brass, and brokea the bars of iron
in sunder.” '

Not all the powers of Romish superstition,
with s Beurbon to back it, could hinder the ac-
complishment of & lonely Christian mother’s
prayer for her bapless child. Vaia had been all
the efforts of the adversary to destroy the seed
sown in secret by a mother's voice, and watered
by ber tearful supplications; vain ths eatice.
ments of a gaudy religiousness ; vain the stout
walls and iron gratings of the gloomy convent;
“ the snare was broken and the prisoner cscap-
ed!”  Adopting various disguises she fled
through France. Her peril was great ; detec-
tion was desth, or life long imprisoament ; and
often she was en the eve of being discovered
bat her mother’s prayers were her protection
otill.. After many narrow escapes she at last
reached Heidelberg, where there were Cbris-
tians ready to receive and able to protect her
from the bafled rage of the Romish priesthood,
and the vengesnce of sa angry, bigoted parent.
Here she made a public renunciation of the
Romish religion. It grieved her> te disappoint
her father’s wisbes and purposes thus, but she
was -W‘ by that word, * Whoso loveth
father or mother more than me is not wortby of
me.” That s lady Abbess, the daughter of »
duke, and of the royal house of Franoce, should
thus sacrifice everything for the truth’s sake, and
contentedly enter ioto obscurity was & cause of
qtothouvhhnlhlmi.'hib it was &
source of bitter dissppointment to the pride of
the Bourbons. But she was not loag allowed
to remain in the obscurity she bad willingly

good shall come uato thee—.Pres. Banner.

as the blind man rejoices when his eyes bebold |

then should Charlotte de Bourbon escspe? I

sought. William, Prince of Orange, hed heard

of her pisty and the sacrifices she bad made;

and being bimeelf a Protestaat, sought snd ob- |
tsined her hand in marriage. Thus reised to a

position higher than that she had resigned for

the Lord’s sake, she became an example alike

to the ladies of ber court, and the lowly moth-

ersin their families; and if the meekness,

charity and devotion, which characteriged the

whole after life of Charlotte de Bourbon were

blessed to any, it too was traceable to the teach-

ing and prayers of tha: mother whe, in her

childhood sought to lesd her to him who said :

“ Saffer th littlé children to come unto me and

forbid them not.”

As Priacees of Orzange, and lady of highest

raak in the Northerland, she bad a wide sphere
of opportuaity for adorning her christisn pro-
fession, and thus giving glory to him who bhad
loved her and beaght her with his precious
bload, and wten at last the time of her depart-
ure arrived, she resigned her epirit into his
hsads with a confid snd sn assured hope
which mothing but faith in that blood could give.
Surely a Christisn mother’s prayers proved su

unspeakable blessing to the Abbess of Jouarre.

" Belijms ligne.

New England Conference.
On Friday, in req g the iatment of
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Dr. Butler by the Bishop to the Secretaryship
of the American and Foreign Christisa Uuioa,
the Conference passed a series of very compli-
mentary sod fraternsl resolutions in reference
to this beloved snd honored member. The
Dooctor has made a specisl arrangement with the
Society to permit bim, from time to time, to ad-
vocate our missionary claims Dr. Harris oo-
cupied balf and hour ia one of the most earnest
and effcctive addresses upon the preseat exi-
gencies of the Missionary Bosrd that we have
ever beard from his lips. He wrought up his
hearers into & flce glow of evangelical enthue-
issm, whigh we trust will mot be entirely ex-
bausted in the stcuts and cheers that accom-
psvied its delivery. A service unusual with us,
but long the custom smong the Wesleyans ot
Grest Britisn, wes held in the sfternoon. The
young bretbrea recommended by Conf:

for ordination, at & public meetiog over which
Dr. Batler presided, related their religious ex-
periences and the circumstances sttending their
call to the ministry. Tbe service was one of pe-
culiar interest, holding the unbroken attention
of s !arge audiecce, and will undoubtedly be a
precedeat to be followed herestter. A very spi-
rited temperance meeting was held the same
aiternoon st o later bour. The exercises were
rendsred more impressive snd practical from the
fact that at the present time the reinsuguration
of the probibitory law of the State is pending in
the Legislature. The sentiment of Confersace
is very distinct'y prencuanced in favor of the law.
Rev.W. R. Clark preached the aonual sermon in
the evening, on ministerial education. His sub-
ject was * the laws of Palpit Persussion,” which
be discussed with much ability and felicity of
dietion.

But one of the members of the Conference
bhas fallen asleep this year—Rev. Samuel Tup-
per, a laborious, devout, and successfal minister
of Cbrist. He di:d in great peace. A memori-
al service was beld on Saturday afterncen. Ap-
propriste addresses were made by Revs. David
Sherman, L. Crowel, and Dr. E. Cook. Ia the
evening the anniversary of the Freedman's Aid
Society was beld. lnteresting addresses were
delivered by Drs. Rust and Haven aod Rev.
Mr. Gee, of Keutacky.

An uncommouly sweet aud subduing love-
feast opened the services of the Ssbbath. Bish-
op Thompson discoursed clearly and pewerfully
upon the kingship of Christ, and ordsined the
deacons. Ia the afterncon Dr. Kynett preach-
ed upon the popular power of supernatural re-
ligion ss distinguished from Ratiooalism. The
missionary aoniversary in the evening called
out sn immense sudieance, who were iuspired
and profited by addresses from Rev. E. W.
ker, Iate from Iandis, Rev. Geo.Prentiss, acd
Dr. Butler. The Conference will raise $285,
000 this year, an advance of about $4,000 over
last year. At the afternosn session s profound
impression was made upon the Conference by
the aonotincement of the deatb, the preceding
evening, of Rev. B. F. Cbase, a probationer sta-
tioned last year in Worcester. In his last sick-
ness and death the grace of the Gospel in the
extreme hour received a glorious illustration.
On » previous day in the seesion the verysfidden
death of Rev. Geo Bowler, formerly /8" member
of this Conference, now of the New Hampshire,
and stationed in Nasbua, was announced, and
appropriate resolutions of sympathy were passed

An extended and dnimated debate occured on
Tuaesdsy morning in Conference upoa the
claims of the Cburch extension Bociety, Dr.
Toayer sdvocating very strongly the pressiog ne-
cessities of the home work. Rev. W. R. Clark
responded in & short, elogueat plea for the gene-
ral interests, and closed bis speech with a strik-
ing illustration of the power with which the wider
work seises the hearts of our generous members,
by reading s note from s member of St. Paul’s
M. E. Cburch inclosing s check of five hundred
dollars. The Cooference responded in bearty.
resolutions to the action of the Commissioners in
the purchase of the new building, and appointed
the third Sabbath in April to take up collections
for the missionary memorial as represented in
the new edifice. Zion's Herald, as might be ex-
pected, fared well in the band of its Committee,
and s favorable opinion was expressed in refer-
ence to the new magasine entitled the St. Paul’s
Montbly, to be published by the Wesleyan As-
socistion. It is understood that the movement

of individuals to the amount of 30,000 dollars,
to guarantes the expenses and risk incident to
its starting.

The aanouncement of a general advancement
in slmost every branch of Chureh statistics, espe.
cially the fact of an increase of four thousand in
the memberahip, was received with deép emotion.
At the instance of Rev. L. J. P. Collyer, the Con-
ference srose and praised God by ugitedly sing-
ing the long meter Doxoicfy.

A poticeable peeuliarity of this session of Con-
ference was the utter absenee of the fumes of to-
bacco snd the floor-marks that aceompany its use
Neither the beuse of God mor any of its ap-

is to be insugurated by s voluntary subseription | od,

proaches were defiled with this nausecus weed
So may it ever bs. Amen!—Advocate Corres-
pondence.

Light Breaking upon Africa
The missionsry work is slready mach farther
advaaced in Africa than the Christiaa public
geoerally suppose, and the last four years are
rich in promise. The Church Missionary So-
ciety, snd the Wesleysns of Eoglaad, bave won |
some of their richest victeries for Christ in &-J
quarter of the field. From Sierra Leone, where
the native churches have now sttained their ma-
jority under the fostering care of the first of the
above named societies, for two thoussnd miles
of coast, reaching to the Gaboon, missionary
stations have taken the place of the slave fasc-
tories, and nstend of the smoke of barning vil-
lages and the cries of the wretched victims of
murder, and rapine, the voice of prayer and
praise goes up from Christian congregations, ga-
thered by tens of thousands, from peaceful
homes, that bear witness to the benign influence
of the Gospel. Fifteen thousand communicants
in Christian Churches, the arts and vesges of
civilized life taking the place of the superstitions
and degradations of fetishism, proclaim the suc-
cess of the missionary effort. Arabic Bibles.
have been introduced through Liberia into the
heart of the conticent. Missionaries of the U-
pited Presbyterian Churob, from this couatry,
who have begum a good work in Egypt, will
take Arabic Bibles and pass them up the Nile s
thousand miles to German missionaries, who
will send them on to meet those coming from
the West.

The Abyssinian expedition has taught the ba-
barous tribes of the interior to have a wholsome
fear of trespassing upon the rights of civilised
men ; the Ambario version of the Scriptures,
made as 8 literary exploit, may yet be the meins
of reviving one of the oldest churches of the
world, now sunk, almost hopelessly, in formal-
ism and spiritual death.

The southern portion of the contineat, for a
tkousand miles north of the Cape of Good Hope
hae been traversed by the beralds of the cross
Eoglish, Scoteh, German, Freuch, snd Amer-
ican missionaries are thers, engaged vigorously
in the common work. A church gathered by
the Wesleyans s year or two since, tent to Eog-
land for a pastor, pledging bim bis support, and
made their words good by raisivg » year’s sslery
in advance. More than twenty thousand com-
municants sttest the value of the efforts made
to reach the benighted tribss of Bouth Africa
The progress in civilisation among the Bassutos,
with whom the French Protestants bad lsbored,
was 80 marked as to stir the envy and jealousy
of the slave bolding Dutch of the Orange Free
State, who awépt the country with fire and
sword ; but Ecglisb protection it is hoped, will
nsow secure them from further molestation, sad
the full power ofthe Gospel shall yet be witness-
ed among this people.JOae small tribe among the
Zulue, where the missionanies of the Board are
laboring, has * sixty American ploughs,” writes
Mrs Lioyd, * oxen unnumbered; and they
plough with oxen igstead of women, and draw
wood with them, instead of bringing it on wo-
men’s heads.” Another bas eighty ploughs—
symbols of the civilisation yet to be.

Two or three events have recently occurred,
of no little mcment in their prospective infla-
ence. Three years ago six young men left their
homes, seven hundred miles to the northward,
aod came to Natal in quest of labor. They
came half naked, ignorant, degraded heathens;
they have just returned, devoted to the cause of
Christ, tsking with them the BScriptures and
other books, snd such implements of industry
s they caa carry a forty day’s journey.

The two months before they left were devot-
od to the study of the scripture, and the gather-
ing up of such informatien as might be of use
to their people. *“ We go, saiil—they * to spend
our lives for Christ. We do not go expecting
to escape trouble persecution and suffering.
We know our eountrymen too well for this;
but all these things we are willing to bear for

Christ’s sake.” What '3] not be hoped from

these men, and others in tfaining to follow them P
The second eveat referred to is the uncovering
of gold mines on the Zambesi about eight han-
dred miles to the north-west of Natal, not far
from the region of these divinely prepared mis-
sionaries, though among a differeat people. Toe
most strikiog fact iu this is, that the tribes of
the mining district speak a lsogusge to pearly
identical with that of the Zulus, that the Scrip-
tures and other religious works, only now just
ready, may bave free circulation among them.
Thus is God leading the way of bis people, and
bidding them go forward, no lenger lipgering
upon the border, but pressing into the heart of
the comtinent. And is not the breaking of the
bonda of the colored race, not in this country
alone, but rousd the world, avother step in the
great work P Is He not thus preparing a people
to sezve Him? The evangelisation of every
pation must, in the main, be the work of its own
sous.

Withdrawal from the Episcopal
Chureh.

Rev. Marshall B. Saith, late reetor of St.
Joha’s Church, Passaic, N. J., sud for the last
two years Editor of the Protestant Churchman,
bas formally witbdrawn from the ministry of
the Protestant Episcopal Church. In his letter
of withdiawal written to Bishop Odenheimer of
New Jersey, he speaks as follows with regard to
the reasons for the step be bas taken :

“ My entire religious life bas been in con-
nection with the Episcopal Charch. 1 wse bap-
tised and confirmed in it, gradausted from one
of its oldest theological seminaries, was ordained
by one of its most devout Bishops, and in a
ministry of more than ten years have endeavor-

according to my measure, to preach Christ
crucified, and have, with strict fidelity to canoni-
cal requirements, devoted my energies 0 ike
service of our

“ For some time I believed that the Book of
Common Prayer was consistently and thorough-
’lotr&ud My..‘ hb:.lti. Ao

3 but after a-thorough study

Prayer Book in its history and phraseo-

bas become evident to me tbat the un-

 of the Edwardiaa Reformers has

Protestant by each succeeding

American revision included, sad

that the baptismal, communion, and other cflices
of our Church.are more in barmony with the
igh Churchmen than with the views

snd * Bacrifice’ md(onh\

-
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throughout, either in the letter or in the spirit |
of the liturgy and Service Book. As a true!
Protestant, both by cheice and inheritance, I can |
vo losger give to the preseat Book ot Co-nonl
Prayer, muininLu it does germs of Roman-
ism, my Acarty indorsement, or nouestly use

| certain expressions which it contairs,

“ The canons passed by the last General Con- |
ventien, which wasthe legally elected and true

legislative body of this Church, are some of
them aatagonistic to the Protestant Articles of |
Religion of this Church; snd are also such tba: |
1 t conscientiously obey them. The teach-

ingsof your Third Triennial Coarge inculeating |

nual Convention of this diecese, I cannot, with |
& clear conscience, enderse or submit to—adher- |
ing ss 1 do te the truth as taught in the Gospel, |
snd in its epitome, those noble Protestant for-

shine in the midet of the Book of Common
Prayer ss alight in a dark place.

“ Having no disposition to violate law, or to
question the legal right of the msjority to make
cancns and enforee them, t is no alternstive
for me, ss an honest man, but to withdraw from
the servite of s Church whose cffices I can no
loager u:udd'hich :- refused to myeelf and
mavy others— we respectfully appealed
to u’n General m.mm_m lib!n.;-m use
alternative expressions ; a Church whose boast-
ed Catholicity and comprehensiveness bave va-
vished at the bidding of ecclesiastical power.”
Mr. Smith states ia his lettertbat he with-
draws “ mot from the ministry of Christ, but
from the ministry of that particular Charch
knows as the Protestant Episcopal Church.”—
Tae Episcopalian, in commesting upon the
letter says : * We cannot geiossy or take ex-
ception to aoy of his positions, and we feel tLe
pressure of the same things which burdened his
conscience. We bave borne them for & longer
time than he bas,and have felt their accomulation
lncreasing in weight for more years than be bas.
The symj athies of those who admire the setion
of ‘s man io ascordsnce with his conscientious
views will be with the withdrawing clergyman,
and perbaps the question will arise, Wby do not
sll who agree with bim in ‘their views, and who
ave fellow-sufferers with bim,do likewise? The
evangelical portion of our Church, or at lesst
some of tbem, are still indulging tbe hope that
they can effect a change in the condition of our
Cburch, snd they think best to sdhere to each
other and make commoa causs against the errors
of doctiine and practice, and by their efforts
they hope to regenerate the communion. They
think they can figat the evils better in the
Courch thaa they can out of it. Aand this ex-
periment taey, in various ways snd is groups
drawn together by elective uffinity, are making
in many places.”

Mexico.
The Christian World, organ of the American
asd Foreign Coristian, Union gives the fol-
lowing :—
¥acrs or T0-DAY IN MEXICO—A few only,
but most weighty sad siguificant.

The movement to whish we bave been im-
pelled by the clear Providence of God, has been
ecommenced, sad is now in hepeful progress in
the Capital City. This newly undertaken enter-
prise, designed to aid in introducing the essen-
tial elements of a Protestant civilisstion and
Coristianity into that long afflicted neighbor
land, is heartily welcomed by many leading
Mezican gentiemen, some of whom™ aze smong
the foremost in social position. The Press sent
from New York is thers, and will be wisely and
energetically employed.

In many parts of the interior, we hesr of a
apirit of inquiry in reference to the truths of the
Bible. And, what iz most amasing, six churches
on the besis of the word of God have been spon-
taneously organised, in some of which both
sacraments have besa administered without an
ordeined minister. More than suggestive these
facts, surely. They ought to quicken the Chris-
tion pulse, and draw forth prayer and help from
every ome who believisgly uses the petition,
** Thy kingdom come.” God puts this new ob-
ligation to-day upon the Churches and Christisns
of America. As those set to wateh and report,
as well as work, we omphatigally sffirm that
upon the face of the earth there isno field more
open, more beedy, more desirous, aad more
nopeful of speedy snd large resuits from Chris-
tian effort than the broad line of couniry stratoh-
ing from the city of Mexico through the eity
of Zscatecas to Menterey, This is the section
we propose to occupy fast as we may. Siarn-
ing long ago from Moaterey, we now advance
a second line from the Capital Cisy. You who
may, give prayer !

We chroamicle the appointment, in the place of
Dr., Mattison, deceased, of the Rev. Wm. Butler,
D.D., as the “ Traveling Secretary of the Union
for the Methodist Episcopal Charch.,” We wel-
come our brother to this great and responsible
work in the firm belief and bope, that through
his energy in ordering and executing his mis-
sion, & correct sentiment may be diffused among
the Methodist Chburches respecting the issues
presented by the Romenism of to-dsy in this
laad, and thet our bretbren in that great denomi-
nation msy be moved ¢> lead u; needed beip in
scattering brosacest amovng the unthinking
masses information comcerning the plans and
spirit of the Romish hierarchy.

=
General  Wliscellanp,
¢ 8tick to your Bush”

Mr. Morgan was a rich, and also a good man.
The people of the town respected him, sent bim
to Parlisment, «nd seldom undertock anything
without ssking his advice. If s school-bouse was
to be built, the plaa bad to be-talked over wiwb
him. Widow P. ssked him what she should
plaat in her fleld, farmer 5. slways got his advice
in buying cattle, and Mre. R. consulted him
sbout bringing up ber boye.

When asked how be was so successful, Mr
Morgan said : “ I will tell you bow it was. One
day, when I was a lad, a party of boys snd girls
were goiog to a distant pasture to pick whortle-
berries. I wanted to go with them, but was
fearful that my father would not let me. When
I told him what was going on, and he at once
gave me permission to go with them, I coald
bardly restrain myself for joy, and rushed iato
the kitchen sad got a big basket, and asked mo-
ther for & lancheon. I bad the basket on my
arm, and was just going out of the gate, whea my
father called me back. He took hold of my
band, snd said, in a very gentle veice : * Joseph,

play.’ ¢ To piek berries,’ I promptly replied.

¢ Then, Joseph, I want to tell you one thing. I!

is this. When you fiad a pretty good bush, do

not leave it to find a better one. The other boys |
and girls will run about, picking a little here, add |

a litile there, wasting a great deal of time, and
not getting many berries. Ifyou do as they do,
you will come with an empty basket. If you
want berries stick to yoar bush.’

“1 went with the party, and we had a capital
time. But it was just ss my father said. No
sooner had one found a good bush, than he cal-

content more than a minute or two in one place,
they rambled over the whols pasture, got very

my bash.” When I ktad done with one, I found
another, and finished that: thea I took another.
When night came, 1 bad a large basketful of
nice berries, more than all the others put togeth-
ez, and was not balf so tired as they were. I
went home bappy. But when I entered I found
my father bad been taken il.—He looked at my
basket full of Fipe, black berries, and said, * Well
done, Josepb. Was it not just ss I told you ?—
Always stick to your bush.’

He died a few days after, and I had to make
my way in the world as best I could. But my
fatber’s words sunk deep iato my mind, and 1
Dever forgot the experience of the whortleberry
party—I “stuck to my bush.’ When I had &
fair place, and was doing tolerably well,I did not
leave it and spend weeks and moaths in fiading
006 a litile better.— When otber young men said,
‘Come with us, and we will make & fortuge id
a fow weeks,’ I shook my head and * stuck to my
bush.” Presently my empioyers offered to take
me ioto business with them. I staid with the
old bouse until the principals died, and then I
bad everything I wanted. The habit of sticking
o my business led people to tzust me, and gave
me o character. I owe all I have snd sam to this
motto—* Stick to your bush.,”

House Plants,
BY KATE WOODLAND.
Yos, I bave “ house plants,” bave you not seen
them P
Come and I'll show you in this little room ;
The sbades of evening have fallen between them,
And day’s golden glories of sunshine and
bloom.
This is my * Rcee,” all fragrant and blushing,
Blest is the bower that its graces adorn ;
Sunniest hopes in its yourjJife are gushing :
But touch it not rudely, my Rose has a thorn.

This is my “ Woodbine,” eagerly reaching
After new objects around and above,
Each wayward tendril I'm training and teaching,
Hoping it ne’er may outgrow my fond love.
This is my “ Soowdrop,” timid and gentle ;
Trimming and pruving, I'm striving to bring
Into fair form like a bloomirg mantle
Every new growth from its life that mey spring.

This ia my “ Cactus,” the strauger repelling—
Blossoming slow, yet a promise I hear,
“ Patience, and care 01 its features are telling
The longest delayed will the fairest appear.”
This tiny thing is my gay little ** Creeper,”
Winning its way wherever it will,
Closing ita eyes with the earliest aleeper,
First in the morning its sweets to distil.
Here is the vase where I cherished & “ Lily ;”
Fair as the morning, fragrant aod pure,
Fond was my care, but it fitted it illy—

The climate cf the earth it could never endure.
Back to the Giver my flower I surrendered—
Wept as its fragrance was wafted away—

To the great Florist my Lily I tendered,
Fair in His garden 'tis blooming to-dsy.

Yes, I have house-plants, the tender and hardy ;
Daily I'm striving their natures to learn,
Guiding the wayward, urging the tardy,
Trimmiog, and pruning, aad watering by turn.
Fain would I bring unto glorious perfection,
Every fair flower which the Father hath given,
Fitting alike for an earthly connection
To battle with life for the glories of Heaven.

3

Explorations in Jerusalem.

BY REV. W, 1. BUDINGTON, D. D.

In fulfilment of my promise, I proceed to pre-
sent other results of the explorations now ma-
king in Jerusalem. Mostof the labor thus far,
bas been spent upon the two valleys of the Ty
ropean and the Kedron, east and west of Mount
Moriah or the temple areas, the first separating
it from Mount Zion, acd the second from the
Mount of Olives. The criginal bed of the Ke-
dren has been reached, much below the existing
one, and further west, underneath the eastern
wall of the temple enclosure, showing that the
valley on the east, like the one on the west, was
deep and precipitous, and that the Temple must
bave risen to dissy heights above the depths be-
low. Tbe asncient bed of the Kedron is more
than eighty feet beneath tte present surface ot
the ground, and this enormous debris, composed
of loose shingle and stone chippiogs, is the re-
sult of the successive ruins which have been
thrown from tbe heights above. No water was
foand in the bed of the Kedron, although it bore
the name of a brook ia the time of our Saviour.
There is, bowever, a little distance down the
valley, a fountain, whioh is called the Fowntain
of the Virgin, and bere curious discoveries have
been made. This fountain is counected, as was
preved by our countrymen, Drs. 8aith and Ro-
binson, with the Pool of Siloam, which is at s
distance of between one snd two thousand feet
furtber south and west; an squaduct between
the two running wader Opbel, which was trav-
ersed with great difficulty and by no little periy
by them, as it has been since by Lieut. Warren.
At right angles to this, another passage bas
been found. It was full of hard mud, which was
cleared out to a distance of seventeen feet,
when a shaft was arrived at, which resembled a
well, snd rose perpendicularly through the rolid
rock to a height of not less than sixty feet. The
ascent of this well or shaft, was a work of no
litle difficulty or danger. The bottom was three
feet below the squaduct that led to it, and in
size it was aix fest by four, smoothly cut out of
the solid rock. At 'the height of forty-four feet
from the bottom, the shaft was foundto open
out westwards into & great cavers, with a alop-

‘sonssientioasly beld—| what are you going for—to pick berries or to|i®§00ent at 4o angle of 45 degrees, coversd

with losse stonse about & foot eube. Carefully

makiog bis way over these loose and rolling
stomes, a distance of thirty feet, the adventurous
explorer reached a landisg. Here the cave
which rose about twenty feet above bis head,
branched in two directions, southwest and north-
west. In the first-mentioned direction be saw
an opening in the side of the rock, amd tried to
| reach it, but after crawling up some fiflteen feet,
| found himsef unable to effzct an entrance. la
| the northwest direction, bowever, at the distance
| of fifteem feet, he came upon e level plateau.

the duty ot uncomditional submission to ecclesi- | /04 all the rest, and they left their several places | Here is a passage eight teet wide, and three or
astical authority, and the sction of the last An-{sad ran cff to the new-found treasure. Not| four feet high, with a roof in the form of a de-

| pressed arch, all cut cut of rock. Following
| this for a distance of forty feet, be came to a wall

| tired, acd at night had but very few berries.|of rough masonry across the passage, with a
mularies, the Thirty-nine Articles, and - which | My father’s words kept ringing, and I * stuck to | hole just large evough to creep through. Pase- -

|ing this, he found the passage of the same di-
| mensioms, but rising again at an angle of 45 de-
: grees, the roof at the sume angle, aad cut ia the.
|same manner. He sscended by means of tce-
boles cut in the hard soil, and pressing his back
aguinst the roof for a distance of fifty feet, when
crawling through another wall of masoary,
blocking up the passage, be fouad bimsell mud-
way on the side of a vaulted chamber. It rose
above bis head some twenty feet, and beneath
{ bim was)s deep pit ; it was about nine feet one
way, and twenty the other. By means of ropes,
Lieut. Warren descended into the pit, twenty
feet deep, beneath which he found anoiber small-
er one, eight feet deeper, in which he saw what
be took for & passage blocked up. Beyond this
he bas made no discovery. He fails, or had
failed at our last advices, to fiud any opeanings
out of the vault, alihough there are two pas-
sages which he bas examiced witheut results.
Toe arch®f the chamber is made of well-cut,
squared-stcne, snd is semi-circular. He has
singe made an opening iato this chamber, from
above, on the outside, as he found the passsge,
| have deeccibed, both difficalt and dangerous.
Along these passages, be came upoa scme ves-
sels of pottery, which are interesting. The bho-

‘| risontal portion of the passage was lined with

piles of loose stones, as if placed shere to b

thrown down the shaft, and in these be found

three glass lampe, of curioui consiruction, st
intervals, as if to light up the. passage 1o the well
or shaft. In the veulted chamber, also, he

found a pile of chareoal, as if for ceoking, a glis-

ed dish for beating food, another lamp, acd »

vessel water. Two other water-vessels, of

red pottery, were tound in the chamber. Over-

banging the well is an iron ring, which looks as

if & rope had been attached to it for hauliog up

water.

Now the question arises, which is an open

one, how to account for all this P For what was

this vaulted chamber used, and why were these

curious passages comstrucied st so great ex-

pense? 1 do not know that & certsin anawer
can be returned with which sll arcbmologists
will be satiefied. Lient. Warren calls attention
to the Bible bistory, recorded in 2 Chren. 33: 4,
that King Hesckiob, as a means of defending
himself against Sennacherib, stopped up the
fountaine that were outside the city ; and the
brook which is described as runniog through

the midst of the land, saying, ** Why should
the Kings of Aseyria come snd find much wa-
ter * Ho conjectures that the * Virgin's Fount *
i one of the fountsins closed by Hesokisb, and

that the passage was made by the people at that
time, 80 that from Opbel they could go down
from the high grousd within the walls, and get
water unknown to the eaemy. But the time bas
oot yet come to form a definite theory; more
facts are needed, and passages ibat are block-
ed up must be opened and followed before cer-
tainty can be reached. The whole question of
the water supply of Jerusalem is curious and
interesting and the determination of it will do
much to throw light upoa the topograpby of
Jerusalem, and the illustration of the Bible.

A correspondent of the New York 'limea
writes from Jerusalem :

The discoveries made hitherto may be summed
up briefly. The south wall of the sacred ares,
Haram E. Sheer, within which stood the temple,
has been explored to the very foundstions. It
is found that in one place the wall was no less
than one hundred and eighty feet high. At the
lowest point of the wall, which is now determin-
ed to be also the lowest point of the Tyropmon
Valiey, be discovered a amall passsge, which bhe
explored for some one hundred and fifty feet, (!
very ancient construction, and evidently iatend-
ed to carry off superfluous water. Previoas to
this discovery it had been supposed that the
lowest point was the southwest acgle of the wall
where the great arch is koown ss Robinson’s
Arch. ' Visitors to Jerusalem will remember the
spriog of the old arch at this poict. They wiil
be gratified to learn that all the conjectures with
reference to what formerly stood there bave
been abundantly verified. Not only was there a
splendid arch crossing tbe Tyropmon Valley
(the span of which was forty feet acrces, and the
voussoirs and ruins of which now lie buried ia
the debris,) but beneaib this old erch, covered
over with a pavement built presumably to cover
these ruins, lie the stones of an arch older still,
perhaps the arch built by Solomon himse!f. The
complete investigation of the arch bas been a
long and costly undertaking, but its importacce
is very great.

Oa the east side of the Haram wall lies the
valley of the Kedron. Lieut. Werrea, by a
series of shafts and springs, has ascertained that
the present bed of the stream is no less than
forty feet higher than the old bed—the bed hav-
ing been raised by the enormous masses of de-
bris and ruins that bave been hurled overinto
the valley. By the last letter from Jerusalem,
we received a plan of the system of chambers
discovered at ** Wilson’s Arcb,” bigher up 02
the western wall, near the * Wailing Pliace” of
the Jows, Lieut. Warren has discovered, ot s
depth of soms fifty feet below the surface of the
ground, a vast system of chambers and passages,
The chambers, whose use has not yet been de-
cided, are mostly about twelve feet square
vaulted and filled up with water. Aboat eigh-
teen have been opened, of which it is corjec ur-
ed that two or three are of Baraceuic origin, snd
the restof Jewish. They braach off right and
left along a grea: passage. This has been fol-
lowed up for a distaace of two handred and fifty
feet, its destination being yet uncertain, and its_
use problematical. Parbaps, however, it was o
secret passage for troops. The .discovery was
intensely interesting, and may lead to singular
and most important-resulls.
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MR. JOHN eMITH OF PORT HOOD, C, B.

Died, cn Port Hood Island, C. B., Mareh 18,
1869, Mr. Jobn Smith, aged 54 years. For
many years Mr. Emith has been a consistent
member of the Wesleyan Church. He was
ardently attached to. the Church of God, and
evinced a lively interest in everything sffecting
the prosperity of the ceuse of Christ. He la-
boured unweariedly for the spiritual good of the
people by whom he was surrounded ; snd gave
cbeerfully | of his meansfto the support of the
Gospel. He lived to see a gracious outpouring
of the Spirit and to rejoice over five of his
family, and others in that place recently bréught
to the Lord. During the special meetings he
manifested great seal for the ealvation of souls

Sabbath of :the skiee.
than ours.”

MRS, MARY ABBOTT,

like Job he bed bad to mourn the lows of many
children, three only of a large family, with sn
aged and sorrewing widow, surviving him.

MES. MARY POWELL, OF BONAVISTA, X, ¥.

March 22, 1868, Died, at Bonavists, aged
68, Mary Powell. Broaght to the knowledge
of God many years ago, amidst much opposi-
tion sbe held fast her comfidence.
dow with a belpless family she endured much
bardship aand tiial, but trusting in the widow’s
God she was custained. Her affliction was long
but she met it with Christian fortitude, and as
the earthly SBabbath dawned, she passed to the
* She bed another morn

Left & wi-

BONAVISTA, N. F.
March 22ad, 1869, widow Mary Abbott, somé-

—even going from house to house to spesk about | what suddenly depsrted this life. About the year
spiritual things : and when his family and friends | 1817, during a revival, when Rev. Jas. Hickson
were anticipating years of extended usefulness, | was stationed st Bonavista, she was converted
bis life was unexpectedly termipated by three|to God, and continued s member of Society

— -
what shell we do P” They gladly received the his
apostles’ doctrine, sud were on that doyuldodi“ﬂw
[t the Lord asd to His Church. Tbat nlo:EO
is sppesl
and is importunste in his supplications. He
sees in Christ the sinvers’ only hope, snd he |4i
points esgerly to the Cross. A “ rousing Me-
thodist!” There was s sneer, perhaps, in the
expression, yet it donrli:'d“l:: m‘l the | ia
sisner needs. The world n up.— ;
ir li specially consecrated to the service
Persons may drowse away their lives over philo- ::‘:;b ":' boT::e - -y g prisritiod - oucio e
hildre: i build them | ¢ This will make up bis salary, and en ’ : P
::‘i'u‘h(;h:m. :llu:hcoh:.o‘;l::: ‘:ppl'unm we | duty in the matter.” Nor the church cannot say 'F“ g ?“d such e!“l‘mc'-hdl'mel_y i
Bave referred to, even biackboards and geo- |“ We support a missioaary, and that balances | with life-long adherence to the abstineney py
our sccount of Chris'ian work.” No sbsolute, | ciple, we feel satisficd that we canact be
dascription can please the | in adopting a practice in which such a4 b
others afterwards to be noticed, were

days illnees of brain fever.

“ It seemed
That after hours of pain and strife,
He slept one morning peacefully,
And woke in everlasting life.”

The nature of his disease precluded sny tes-
timony being borne comcerning acceptance with
God ; nor was this necessary, as be had fre-
quently spoken in the congregation during the
last few weeks, of ¢ peace with God” snd a
blessed hope of rest beyond. On the day of his
interment a large number assembled to pay their
last tribute of respect to the departed ; many
feeling * he was a good man and & just,” His
death was that of the righteous and his name
will long be bad in blessed remembrance. Mr.
Smith leaves a widow, five sons and three
daughters to mourn their loss. J.G. B.

MR, JAMES B, JOHNSON, OF NEWPORT, N, 8.

Died at Brooklyn, Newport, April 6, Jame
B. Johnson, sged 29 yewrs, after a brief bat
peinfal illnees.

Tbis sad and efflictive dispensation has deep-
ly wounded the hearts of his parents, brothers
and sisters, who now mourn the loss of one of
the most dutiful of soos and unselfish of broth-
ers. His unexpected removal has deeply affect-
ed all clasees in the community. His gentle-
manly and christisn deportment had won for
bim the esteem and respéct of all who knew him.
The business men readily sffirm that they have

, Jost one of the most enterprising and valuable
f-onbon of the village; and while looking upcn
* the men in his employ, as they walked before the
hearse to the place of interment, their appe:r-
ance would lead us tofeel that they had lost &
friend’ as well as an employer. The Methodist
Chburch, of which he was a consistent member,
will feel his removal from the lower to the up-
per sanctuary|(while it is his gain) to be our loss,
While we record his name upon the death roll,
-amid our teare, we can in truth exclaim, “ Thank
* God, they die well.”

In youth, he learned of him who taught, * Seek
first the kingdom of God and,bis righteousness ;"
and though during the last three yesrs he was
deeply immersed in business, yet he never lcst
his confidence in God, or his faith in the atone-
ment. Io frequent conversations during bis last

iliess, he would ssy * Christ is my only hope,

sud be is able to save to the uttermost.” On
this rock Le remained ; and when unexpectedly

called to give up bis stewardship, he was pre-

prepared to do it with joy.

** O may 1 triumph so,
When all my warfare’s past,
And dying g,d my latest foe

Under my geet at last.” H. McK

MRS, ROSS, NORTH SYDNEY, C, B,

Died at North Sydney, March 18:h 1869, Mrs,
Ann Ross, relict of the late Capt. Jobn Ross, in

the 83rd year of ber age.

until the day of her death. The first Sabbath
in March found ber at the weekly class meet-
ing. She wss a widow about 36 years, and
amidst the cares of lifp trusted in her God.
Srized with pnenmonis, an illness of a few days
fioished tbe mortal strife. Her departure was
unexpected, and our hope is that she is now
numbered with those before the throne. n

J. D.

Provincial Teleslepan.
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Sudden Conversion.

When the pecessity of conversion to God is
pressed home by personal sppeal to the consci-
ence of the unsaved, especially if this be dome
in connection with a revival of religion, the ex-
case is sometimes offered, “ O, I don’t under-
stand these sudden conversioms.” It might
seem surprising that such an objection should
be made to religion and to its profession by per-
sons accustomed to evangelical teaching ; but the
greatest obscuration of mind in regard to Gos-
pel teeching is explained by the principle laid
down by St. Paul, “ The natural man knoweth
not the things of the Spirit of God ; for they are
foolishness unto him ; neither can he know them,
because they are spiritually discerned.”
It seems to be forgotten by those Who offer
such an objection, that the subjects of convert-|
ing grace in christian lands are generally per-
sons who have long listened to the faithful
preaching of God’s word, whose miads have been
enlightened as to the necessity and reasonable-
mess of personal piety, and whose consciences
have been often aroused to consider the sinful-
ness and the danger of living without God and
without hope in the world.—They have knowa
their duty well ; the only question with them has
been one of fime, as to when they would re-
nounce the sins and follies of the world, and
beartily espouse the cause of their Redeemer.
At length, under providential and favourable
circumstances, moved upon by a more powerfal
divine izfluence, or constrained by the gentler
drawings of the Holy 8pirit, they yield to con-
victions of duty, they decide to seek aalvation;
they make the surrender, and they find that the
Lord is more than ready to meet them with his
mercy, and to bestow on them the tokens of His
reconciling grace. Surely there is nothing won-
derful in all this being accomplished in s short
space of time,
The conversion of the soul to Ged is indeed
& great work, and were it to be wrought by
merely human agency or by any power less than
omnipotent, we might reasonably expeot that the
obstacles presented were not to be overcome in
an hour. But the efficient power is of the Lord

boy. He was & peculiarly interesting, open
hearted man, but had so long withetood the , i . 7
claims of Christ in the midst of & religious com. | cburch machioeries this important wheel is lack

mubity, that there seemed little hope of his eon- | *"J-
version.

watching for your soul for two years, and nowI
want you to become a Christian to-day !”

several times done a year before, the story of
the cross, solemnly pressing the gospel of salva-

fully, saying bat litt'le ; but when we were about

net in our day witness more frequently the ms-
nifestation of sudden swakening and soul-con-
verting power in the means of grace is because
of our unbelief. _

Numerous instances might be cited from
Christian biogrsphy of sudden swakening and
immediste conversion, followed by exemplary
holiness of life. We present a striking inci-
dent of this nature from the Revival, an Eng-
lish journsl. A correspendent of that periodi-
cal says :—

“ About fifteen months sgo I met one of my
workmen in the country, a few miles from bome.
He was s man of about fifty years of age, gener-
ally kind and induigent to his h-ll.ymi:d tt: ‘h.i.
of the unusuall w be e y his
trade, but olun’ l;::f'm.f:.m language, and
subject to fits of violent passion. In one of these
be had, a few weeks before, driven his family

his Christian wife, in fear for the boy’s life, bad
o interpose, snd resoliutely say that he must
strike her before he should sgain asssult the

Addressing him, I said, “ John, J bave been
We sat down, and ‘I sgain told him as 1 bhad

tion home upon his hegrt.—He listened respect-

to part, and I asked bim if he would not kneel
while I asked God’s blessing, he replied with
characteristic frankness :

“ Well, I am much obliged by your kind in-
terest in me, but, to be homest with you, I am
reslly not now interested. I have sometimes
felt these things deeply at meetings, but I have
no interest in the subject now ; I feel nothing.”
“ He, however, consented to kneel, and a
friend joined us, as we bowed before God. The
prayer ascended, that as Jesus, in the days of
bis flesb, bad looked upen the faith of those who
broke through all obstacles 1o piace their beloved
sick before Him, and bad said, “ Son, thy sins
be forgiven thee " so now He would’lcok upon
the poor sin sick soul whom we brought to bis
feet and in mercy make him whole. It was a
bold request, but God honors our petitions when
we ask great things.

Almost infinedistely the man broke downm,
weeping and pleading for m ercy. His wife, who,
seeing my conversstion with her busband, had
followed us as we turned sside for prayer, now
stood bebind us. BSoon after our prayer had
been anewered in his conversion she received,
88 he rose from his knees, her mow Christian
busbsad with joy better conweived of than des-
cribed. As he left, he exclaimed, “ I am & new
oreature in Christ Jesus !I”

I suppose that Aardly ten minutes had elapsed
between the time of his expression of entire want
of interest and fékling, and bis confession of
Christ as his Ssviour.

Ilearned afterwards that beside his wife's pray-
ers during probably thirty years for his conver-
sion, some of his fellow-workmen hed selected
him as spparently the most unlikely to become
a Christian, among several hundred who worked
together. Ialso found that the wife of a fellow-
workmanp, s mother in Israel, had been awaken-
ed about twelve o’clock the night before, asd
had found berself so praying in the Bpirit for
this man, that she could not go to sleep sgain.

When he came among some of bis Christian
fellow-workmen, and told wha!, God bad so mar-
velously done for bis soul, their joy was un-

sophical epeculations ; they may suppose that
Cbristisnity was designed merely to interest the
world by its sublime nnd.dou.“';.:nd :.;
mistak prescher for a w
peid ﬁ; ::P"""m by the appleuse of the | graphy, may be efficiently used for this purpose ; ;
erowd, yot when man’s real wants come up—a | they are not efficiently used if this purpose is ig- proxy labour of this
chw'h to be convieted ; a soul dragged from | pored. Christ should be in every lesson. The | Almighty. A church cannot grow uf:der such a
men sre peeded, | ehildren sre to be taught their relation to the system. The sge demands and Carist calls for | S e
and s gospel which bas in it the- power of God, | Saviour, their duties toward bim, and his love |individuals, and every Chrisiian is now deemed | ¢iples, :n‘d Dever ashamed to avow fhy
s for them. A tescher of ordinary tact can readi- | to be a missionary. Money will not buy the ex- Tke Bible is not lpwnt' them, b'fl for th
ly find some means of turning any lesson in this | uitation of soul that comes from speaking re.igi- Thu'-e were such men-as Bible abstainers, why
direction. Not a Sundsy shou'd be allowed to | ous words to the irreligious. The millionaire | abstivence was approved and boncured by g,

the fire of

must do the work.— Tezas Advecate.

from the house, and beaten his youngest sou, till | v, o Taatotal Wheel in the Church.

Mrs. Ross was & member of the Wesleyan
Church for very many years. The circumstan-
ces which led to her conversion to God are not
now certainly known, but there need be no doubt
entertained of the fact itself. She was a devout
end sincere follower of Christ and although ber
life was prolonged beyond the usual term, yet
she beld fast the beginning of her confidence to
the end. She sometimes suffered from depres-
sicn of mind, but this was chiefly owing to the
fesbleness of old age and her consequent inabil-
ity to attend the means of grace which had been
formerly, such a comfort and strength. Again
ber faith triumphed and she would say “ Christ
is all ” I know He will never leave me while I
trust in Him.” In this she was not disappointed.
On the last Sabbath she spent on earth her

alone. Man is generaliy ar instrument in enlight-
ening his fellow-man and in leading himto Christ,
but the great business to be transacted is between
the sinner himself and bis God. To be born
again, we must be born of the Spirit of God, He
who brought nature into being at His word, can
slone creste us avew in Christ Jesus. Nothing
less than divine power, than almighty grace, can
turn our hearts from sin to boliness,—nothing
less can deliver us from the power of darkness,
and translate us into the kingdom of God’s dear
Son. Iait to be thought s thing incredible that
God should raise our dead souls to life in an in-

bounded. More than snyth.ing that I have ever
seen, its expression made 'me understand how
David must bave felt when he darced before
the ark. They embraced one another, and wept
and laughed for joy as they welcomed the poor
sinner so suddenly snatct .ed from the snares of
the fowler.

About fourteen mont hs, under my own almost
hourly observation, of faithful walk, ** aderuing
the doctrine of God onr Saviour in all things,”
sc far as human observation can discern, bave
demonstrated, were such demonstrations needed,
that. the glorious chain of events—the wife's long

stant? Must it not be so in the very nature of
things P There must be a moment when ),
change is wrought ; when God says * Let t'sere

onntinued prayers, the selection of this man by
bis comrades for special prsyer, the midnight
intercession of the aged saint, the word of testi-
mony, and the laying bim at the feet of Jesus to

miad, is set down as o fana‘ic. The genuine
will ever be subjected to this charge.

BY REV, THEO. L. CUYLER.

Icquiries are constantly made of us as to
best method of promoting the temperance re:
form in our churches. For in hundreds of our

1. Firstof all, the Minister must not hinder
but help the work. If the' pulpit smells of wine
or ale, the odor is apt to steal through the whole
congregation. A strong and scriptural sermon
sgainat the carse of strong drink occasionally is
» mighty belp to the bretbren in the pewer.

2. A society should be organised in every
church ; the sole title to membership beiog a
signature of the totul-abstinence pledge.

3. The total abstinenog pledge should always
be circulated at the c of the meeting. Thc'
volumes of the * Natiooal Temperance Society’
and other good temperance publications by the
Tract Society, American Sabbath-8ohool Union,
etc., should be put into the SBunday-schbool libra-
ry by the Church Temperance Society. The
pledge ought to be circulsted in the school, but
in the most eareful snd judicious wsy. The rea-
son and the consciences of the children must be
addressed :<such a step ought not to be teken
under the excitement of funny or patbetic
speeches, with no sdequate reflection on the
solemn and bicding character of the pledge.

4. The Church Temperance Society bad bet-
ter hold their meeings as often as good and
sensible speakers can be secured. Ilinerant ad-
venturers and catch-penny buffoens) disgrace the
cause. Better to keep the doors forever closed,
than to open them to montebanks.

5. Do not forget the music. A touching melo-
dy—like “Father, come bome”—is more effec-
tive on the beart than many an elsborate addrees:
Thete is materisl enough for this in almost every
congregation, The Devil sings men into druoken-
ness ; why should not the Church sing them
into sobriety P
6. Get a good circulstion for temperance
pepers and tracts.
7. Do not bave a Constitution sod Bylaws for
the society as long as a college-catalogue. A
few articles and a féw officers will suffice. The
vital point is to have a wide-awake President
and Secretsry. Open your meetings with pray-
er; snd do not fail to pray for the inebriate,
and for the cause of temperance at the regular
devotional meetings of the church. How seldom
do we hear tipplers and rum-sellers prayed for!
Finally. Put your temperance into your re-
ligion and your Christisn faith and sesl into
your temperance. The Bible is the charter of
every true reform.

Christ in the Sunday-School
FEARS bave been expressed by some that,
in the great efforts now making for the improve-
ment of our Sunday-schools, the resl religious
good of the children may be forgotten. Thne
unasual attention which bas of late been given
to modes of Bible study, to Bible geography,
archeology, history, evidences and rules of in-
terpretation, to the grading of Sunday-schools,
the preparation of lessons, and the training of
teachers, bas given rise to these fears Some
have thought that they see damger of losing
sight of Christ in attending to these accessories
to a correct understanding of his word. They
think that, by the use of these new plans, we
may impart more Biblical kmowledge to the
children, but fear that it might be at the expense
of their piety. If this be 0, it is time we know
it. Sunday-schools should seek to bring child-

converted and there loft in ignorsace of divine
in denger ; esrpest i k of losing their so

believes Men is in d ; bais in ul(.i.llthlil
believ prayer would we have them simply
- o M sepeliont : :Bbloviuwtuynhmuuthhcolm-
e instruction should be going on simul
sion and i ¢ al-
taneously in every Sundsy-school, each working | bundred

but one.

way with religious duties snd privileges, and
endeavering (o make personal application of the | ¢,

truths taught to the heart of each scholar. The
golden hours sre too precious to be wasted, sod
the souls of the dear children too valuable to be
trifled with.
a mighty effort to increase the efficiency of Sun-
day-school teachers,
ciency comes s heavy addition of responsibility.
There ought to be every year an increasing
proportion of conversions in our Sunday-schools,
and a growing number of intelligent, spiritually

mind was unusually tranquil and happy. Dur

ing that week she pasted awsy, in peace, to be

'lorover with the Lord.

P.P.

MR. GEO, CREW, BIRD ISLAND COVE, N. F.

be light,” and then there is light in the pre vious-
ly darkened beart. There is, it is true, a pre-
paratory process, the awakening of the séul to
thoughtfulness, the conviction of sin by the
Spirit of God, the conseat of the will to be sav-
ed, the earnest cry to God for mercy, and the

exercise of confidence in the merits and love of| -

to the profane sinnmer.

be healed—all these events were but the links in
the chain of God's marvellous purposes of grace

Lord, increase our faith in the present power
and immediate results of thy testimony !”

ren to Christ, not to drive them from him. And
if our improved modes of teachiog, #nd facilities
for teaching, our maps, blackboards, well ar-
ranged and well-furnished school rooms, gra-
ded schools, uniform lessons, and Sunday-school
institates, are to result only in making our child-

At Bird Island Cove in the Bonavista Cireuit.
on the 5th of March 1869, having nearly com-
pleted his 83rd year, George Crew an old and
faithful leader in our Society, calmly fell asleep
in Jesus. The déceased was born in the Coun-
ty of Dorset, Eogland, in the year 1786, and
when about 16 years of age came to Newfound-
land. Though previously he bad had serious
thoughts about religion, it was mot till after
a few years’ residence in his adopted country
that he decided to be on the Lord’s side.

About sixty years ago under the ministry of
Revd. W. Ellis one of the pioneers of Metho-
dism in Newfoundland, our departed triend
was cooverted to God and joined himself to the
Methodist Society, which conmection was un-
broken till be passed away to join the Church
triumphant. To Methodism as a section of the
Church of Christ he was ardently and intelligent-
ly attscbed. His christian career was marked
by consistency and uprigitness. Possessed of
more than ordinary intelligence, he employed

himself] for the spiritual benefit of his fellow
creatures and for upwards of half a century con-
ducted religious services in the cove in which
be lived, on those Sabbaths when it was not the
preachers turn to be there. His house was the
bome of the ministers, his delight was in their
company and often-times he spoke of meeting in
heaven many of them who had already passed
into the skies.

Oa the lsst Sabbath in August 1868 he
(though with difficulty) as usual conducted the
worship of God in the Sanctuary, and this proved
to becthe end of his public labour,—it was his
farewell visit to the place be so much loved, bis
feet never sgain trod the hallowed oourts—the
word went forth ¢ go get thee up and die.” His
affliction protracted through six monthe snd
more was very painful, his sufferings were fre-
quently very great but amidst them all he was
uomoved and patiently waited * the end of the

Lord.” Hefelt be was on the rock, he knew in

whom be bad believed, and expressed his grati-
‘tade to God for the privileges of Methodiem.

Referring to bis sufferings he was glad that they

sbould paes away that death would end them all

sud remarked, how dreadful,to be without Christ

Bow and to have the sad prospect of eternsl

suffering. Death to him was no * King of

Terrors,” his anchor was cast i~itkin the vail—

snd be bed & gocd hope of eternal life, ' d7-

10g time he proved the {aithfulness of th; pro-
mises, as he had done

e  aflliots sfore-time in the fierce
res of sffliction, for it eased
19 try him in the farpace ng Pie0%ed the Master

Jesus the Saviour. Butall this need oosupy no

long period. As soon as there is an earnest
willingness to be saved, there is a readiness on
the part of the Redeemer to enter the sinner’s
heart and make it his abode ; and this saving
act of Christ is instantaneons. The inward evi-
dence of this state of grace may be more or less
clear, owing to the measure of our faith, and thus
may in its commencement be as the dawning
light wh!ch shineth more and more unto the per-
feot day; but the change itself is wrought in a
moment, and very often its results are strikingly
sudden.

This view of conversion is in barmony with
the Gospel teaching of present salvation by
grace. No other than s present salvation, a
salvation NOW, would meet our necessities. The
future is mot ours ; we know not that our ex-
istence here is to be prolonged for another hour ;
we want therefore our peace made with God
this moment ; and, blessed be God, the offer of
a present salvation comes to our relief. God is
ever waiting to be gracious ; the Great Advo-
cate ever lives to make intercession for us, and

* This instant now I may receive
The answer of His powerful prayer.”
The salvation offered is by grace through fsith,—
all of grace, “ Not by works of righteousness
which we bave done, but according to His mercy
He saved us.” The ove condition is faith,
heartily embracicg Christ as our personal Sa-
viour, through faith in His blood, and in a
moment we may
* Believe, and all our sin’s forgiven,
Only believe, and ouss is heaven.’’

It bas often been remarked that any instances
of religious experience given in the New Testa-
ment, in which the time occupied between the
awskening and the attsinment of a state of
grace is mentioned, are all in favour of a short
method of conversion, the longest eing that of
Saul of Tarsus, who in the lapse of three days
passed from the condition of a sealous perse-
cutor of the Church unto that of an avowed and
acknowledged disciple of the Lord Jesus. The
case of the penitent thief is a memorable in-
stance in point, while the day of Pentecost fur.
nishes striking illustration of sudden conversion.

At no time, in no place could men be found
%0 little prepared for so marvellous a change, as
were many of those Jerusalem sioners who lis-
J=ned (0 Poter’s discourse on that day. But they
oo pric;:‘ to m.m nudor' the word ap-
plied by the Holy o, it tbey yielded to that

ace of family bereavement,

The Rousing Methodist.
In the reminiscences of his lite, which P. T-
Baroum is getting out, we have am anccdote of
Dr. Baird, of the Presbyterian Church, which
possibly is worth preserving :
They were fellow passengers on a steamer from
Liverpool to New York, and during the voyage
they had several conversations respecting the me-
rits of their respective religious opinione. -
num is a Unitarisn, and sought to perplex Bis-
companion. He recalled the case of a wo
somewbat noted for her coarseness of speech
including profanity, making ber altogether such
8 person as needed the refining influences of re-
ligious teaching. Describing the very unprom-
ising condition of this woman, he said :
“ Well, Doctor, if you can do anything with
your creed to improve that woman, I should be
glad te see you undertake the job.”
“I1 was ot once struck,” says Mr. Barnum,
“with the buainess air in which he considered the
exigences of what undoubtedly was a bard case.
It was clear that be hed dropped the character of
the secterian, and was taking a common sense |
view of the problem. It was soon solved, and
he replied : X
“ Mr. Barnum it is no use for ;‘u. with your
opinions, to sttempt to do anything for that kind
of person ; and it is equally useless for me, with
my views, to attempt it; but if you could contrive
some way tu set some fiery rousing Methodist to
work upon her be is just the man to do it
No doubt beth the gentlemen were amused at
this solution of the d flcult problem, and pos-
sibly were unconscious of the very high compli-
ment paid that sect which is sometimes called
enthusiastic. The physician who can relieve the
most desperate sickness, the lawyer who can
unravel the most kootty case, the sailor who
can steer the most crazy vessel through the
most dangerous channel, the general who can
save his colors against the most des te
bave each furnished the highest ovidl:::o ofoodkdi;
in their various callings ; and the preacher who
meets humapity in its most abandoned state,
and boldly sttempts its reform must rank high
smong the servants of him who came to * seek
and save those who are lost,” and that gospel
which insures him success in this herculean un-
dertaking, must be the gospel which we are told
is (he “ power of God unto the salvation of all
who believe.” In this very refined and philoso-
phical age, a msn whe acknowledges the impel-
ling force of deep emotion, and allows his life

ren wiser and worse, they should be absndoned
forthwith. It were better to bave all of them
that is destructable burned to ashes or drown-
ed in the ocean than to bave our children
brought up Christless. Knowledge they need ;
but they must have piety with it,or it is vain.
If there be ground for these fears, it must be
found either in the nature of these improve-
ments or in their use. If it be the inevitable
tendency of improved modes of Bible study to
drive the heart from Christ, the same tend-
ency must be found in all intelligence and culture
of what kind soever ; and we sha'l be forced to
the comclusion that the greater the facilities for
koowledge the greater the dsuger of impiety
the less knowledge, the more piety—that is * ig-
norance is the mother of devetion.” We are
not quite reedy to subecribe to this. If the
danger is not found in the nature of these im-
provements, it must be found, if it exist at all,
in their use, or, more correctly speaking, in
their abuse. This is s quetion of fact, which
each school must snawer for itself. If an in-
strument be abused for base purposes, the res-
ponsibility rests, not on the instrument, but on
the one who makes a wrong use of it. Certain
we are (hat all these modern sppliances :in the
Sunday-school may be so used as to increase
the spiritusl good of the children, while they in-
crease their knowledge. If any, in their use,
rest satisfied with mere instruction or entertain.
ment, ahd omit all reference to Christian duty
or privilege, on them let the responsibility
rest ; and a fearfnl responsibility they will find it,
The question is frequently discu in ga-
theriogs of Sunday-school workers™™ * What is
the main object of the Sunday-school ?” The
answer is given by some, “ The conversion of
the children ;" by others, “ The instruction of
the children in Bible trutb.” But each of these
answers fails for want of completeness. The
one is liable to the charge of seeking to convert
the children, and there leaving them ; the other
seems to assume either that conversion is a se-
condary affair, or else that all the children in
tbe Sunday-school are converted, and only need
building up. The firet answer would be correct
in aschool of children thoroughly instructed in
the Bible, yet unconverted ; the other in o
school composed of converted children, unn.
structed in the Bible. But peither of these
schools exists as & reality. The fact is, that
both the conversion of the children and their
instruction are legitimate objects of the Sunday-

awakening, they icquired, "4: *« aad brothyen J

Mnutownd with the ocomviotions of

-

school. The main object is their salvation ; this

them A and thiok pot that it poiots to
sad after it. We do mot wish to bave m"m the very most that is done for | shaxed of avowing ourrelves sbtainers fromp

these people is to send to their door, at long in- | toxicating drick P Have wenot rather Temonf,
instructed in |tervals, & bired ¢ity missionary. It is mot bis | gloryiog in ruch & esuse, privileged as y,
fault that be is hired,or that he is a city missfon- | in being able to claim a8 & brother abyg
But it is the fault of the church of five | ome so good, :0 great, ¢o toncured, ay

ndred members that, instead of having five | was, and whose memory will be heid jp

missionaries to do the work, they have | lasticg remembrance, as one of the most ey
lent of the earth ?

uls, after all ;

to Christ. Tbe two processes of couver-

barmony with the other.
Every agency used in the Sunday-school

All over the land there is making

With this increased effi-

instructed youog Christians. A Christless Sun-
day-school can mever accomplish such results,
With the presence of the Master, there need be
no fear or doubt.— Methodist.

Genius of Protestantism’

The Reformation of the sixteenth centuryis
an event of second importance only to the first
introduction of Christisnity. It is the cradle of
the Protestant churches. It is the fountain head
of those mighty ideas and principles which have
been (he moving and controling force of history
Curing the last three hundred and fifty years.
It was not an abrupt and isolated event, but the
ripe seed of fiuit scattered centuries before.
Theinvention of the art of printing ; the discov-
ery of America ; the revival of letters, culminat-
ing in the first printed edition of the Greek Tes-
tament ; the struggles of the mystics for more
inward, spiritusl religion, and direct communion
with Christ ; the reformatory labours of Wyeliff
in England, Huss in Bobemia, Wessel in Ger-
many snd Holland, S8avonarols in Italy, and the
ory of leading divines and three General Coun-
cils of the medieval Catholic Church itself, for
s “ reformation ia the head of the members”
were as many preparations which resulted in
the Protestant Reformation. It carried with
itthe best life forces of Catholic Cbristianity
as Christianity itself gathered iato it all the rev-
elations of the Old Testament, and fulfilled the
bopes and aspirstions of the race after salvation:
Lutheranism in Germsny and Scandina-
via, Zwingliavism in Switzerland, Calvanism in
France sod Holland, Anglicanism in England,
Presbyterisnism in 8colland, Puritanism of the
seventeenth ceatury, Moravianism and Method -
ism of the eighteenth, the revival of Evangel-
ical Christianity in the nmineteenth, the Bible
missionary and other benevolent societies of the
present day, are the simultaneous or successive
waves of the same great movement of the six-
teenth ceantury.
These different protestant organizations have
each a peculiar mission to fulfill, snd there is
room for them all. But with ail their differences
of areed, disciplive, and oulture they are moved
by the same principle, and labor for the same
ead. . The principle of Protestantiom is evan-
gelical freedom in Christ, its aim to bring every
soul into direct relation to Christ. Romanism
says, Where the church is (meaning the Papal
orgsnisation) there is Christ; Protestantism
says, Where Christ is, there is the Church;
Romanism says, Where the Catholic tradition
is, there is the Bible and the infallible rule of
faith ; Protestantism says, Where the Bible is,
there is true tradition and the infallible rale of
faith ; Romanism says, Where good works are,
there is faith sad justification; Protestantism
says, Where faith is, there is justification and
good works. Romanism throws Mary and the
saints between Christ and the believer ; Protes-
tantism goes directly to the Saviour. Romanism
prooeeds from the visible church (the Papacy) to
the invisible church; Protestantism from the
invisible church (the true body of Christ) to the
visible ; Romsnism works from without, and
from the general to the particular ; Protestan-
tism from within end from the individual to the
general. Protestantism is a protest against the
tyraooy of maa, on the basis of the authority of
God. It proclsims the Bible the only infallible
rule of Christian faith and practice, and teachers
justification by grace alone, ss apprehended by
a living faith. It holds up Christ as all ia all,
whose word is all sufficient to teach, whose grace
is all-sufficient to save. Its mission is to reslise
the universal priesthood and kingship of all
believers, by bringing them all into direot
union and fellowship with Christ.
According to Protestantiam ; wunion with
Christ ia the only true basis of the communion
of saints; while Romanism makes visible church
union the besis of union with Christ. We say:
The nearer we approach to Christ, the nearer we
approach to each other. The unity we seek is &
free unity that includes every variety of type
and form of piety in their fullest development
not a compulsory uniformity that restrains’or
destroys individual freedom.
Protestantism is not a babel of contradictions
You might as well deny the unity of our nation
oa account of the independent State Govern-
ments and the rival political parties, as to deny
the union of Protestantism on scconnt of the
different denominations and conflicting schools of
theology. All true Christians are one in Christ,
their common Head ; meet daily at the same
throne of grace,eat of the Bread of life, bave the
same faith, love and hope, and travel to the same
Father’s home in heaven.
The more individual Christians draw together
in the same epirit, the more the various denomi-
nations will forget their rivalries and strife, and
bid each other God speed in the prosecution of
the Master’s work. They may continue their
separate organizations, but they will publicly
recognise each other as branches of the same
family ; cultivate brotherly intercourse, and pre-
sent to the world, in all essential questions and
for all practical purposes, the sublime speotacle
of a united army fighting under the same Cap-
tain and the same victorious banner.—P. Schaf.

Money and Missionaries.

There is one thing that money cannot do. It
cannot do the missionary work of the churches
In the Divine economy there is no method of
ploxy for doing Christian work, yet this is what
is being attempted. The city, streets, and alleys
are full of practical heatben so far as a knowledge
of the Gospel is concerned. Under the shadow
of the fashionable church dwell scores of families
that are strangers to the Word of life. Thou-

inoludes conyersion, and instruction both before

/

h..,.

with millionaires, or with men who pay a missi-
onary s thousand dollars s year and never feel it,
For the very reason that they do not feel it the
sct blesses nobody. Becaute itis so cheap, they
and their families and their church do nothiog,
and, consequently, die of-spiritual inanition.

be purchased with money.” We think our mo-
ney will bring in converts to righteounsness, and
procure a Divine blessirg.
multitudes of church-members are dyiog of la-
borious idleness. The cry sometimes comes up
for work—for something to do; but the silenc-
ing reply is, ** We bave a neighboriog mission-

ary, snd your services are wot needed.” The | PTOS ’ :
4 munity, but in almost every family, evi e

ing abounds. It is sometimes done, with -
few worde or with none. A certain shyp,
the head, a wink of the eye, a shrug of ¢
sh ullers, or even a suggestive sileses,

committal of it altogether by any church to a

This is not the proper method of tilling the

o Christ. The same is true of a church filled

Simon of old thought the ** gift of God could 3

Oan every band

¢ Master's business” is too important for the

proxy. When Commodore Foote was in Sis-
mess waters, the king w s his guest. The
commodore asked s blessing at his -table.
The kirg straightened bimself, and remerk-|d
ed: “ Why that's like missionaries!” The
Commodore replied that Ae was a mission-
ary. 8o are all Christian missionaries, at home
and in their own church. And, if work is the
law of growth, men and women csonot afford
to keep their religion to themeelver, or to shock
their next door neighbors by tending into their
houses strangers hired to do what Christ's love

in their own bearts should pt them to do
themeelves. ;

Some subtle spiritusl discovery may one day
reveal the fact that our missionary dollars go no
further in doing good than we fervently follow
them with our prayers.— Independent.

Sketches of Bible Abstainers.

BY A GOSPEL MINISTER.
- No. 1. 1

Bible Abstainers! Who are THEY ? What de
we mean by such a phrase as BiBLE ABSTAIN-
ERS? Have we not been told that sbstinence is
contrary to the teachings of the Bible, and, that
wine aud strong dripk being “ good creatures of
God,” we are to receive them as such, sud, to use
them with Thankegiving ?
Hs it oot been insinuated agein and again,
that abstainers are infidels, or shellow minded
enthusissts, or hypocrites, or gloomy, morose,
unsocial creatures, refusing the happiness which
others enjoy P
All these things bave beex said of them, and in
the face of this, do we presume to speak of Bible
Abstainers as men to be honoured or praised ?
Does the Bible recognise in its sscred record,
such a class P And if 50, what does it say of them P
What character does it give them ? What place
does it assign to them amongst their fellow-men ?
Does it speak of them with commendation, or
with censure P .
If such a class be really reeognized in scrip
ture, and if what is often alleged of modern ab.
stainers be true, then we should expeet, that in
neticing sach a class; the Bible would speak of
them as men of little worth, of small miunds, of
feeble resolutions, of sour, unsocial dispositions,
as knaves, hypocrites, or fools.
But do the seriptures thus speak of them ?
What, if the very reverse of this be the case?|
What will those who speak of abstinence aod ab-
stainers in the terms above referred to, think or
say, if we can show that the abstainers of the Bi-
ble,—allowing for the imperfections
manity,—were generally men of bighi reputation,
of ardent piety, of strong minds, of cultivated at-
tsinmeants, of bright moral excellence, of illustri-
ous virtue, of tried patriotism, of undsunted cour-
age of nobie endurance, of distinguished faith,
men, in short, whose characters stand out in the
annals of the Cburch and of the world, as burn-
ing and shining lights P
That thls is their general character, we believe
it is not difficult to show, and this we shall endea-
vour to do in a few brief sketches of some of the
more prominent abstaivers whose lives are recor-
ded in Bible history.
We begin with the case of

fAMUEL THE PROPHET,
The history of SBsmuel is one of the moat in-
teresting which the Bible contains.
His parents, Eikanab and Haonab, having
lived together for a long time childless, Samuel
was given to them in answer to the esrnest
prayer of bis mother, who vowed that if 8 man-
obild should be given her, she would dedicate
him as a NAZARITE to the service of the Lord
for life.
Her prayer having been granted, her vow
was kept. Samue! was consecrated as a Nsza-
rite to God, and if a Nazarite, then an sbstainer,
for a Nazarite must not drink wine or strong
drink.
The Nazarites were pledged abstainers, in the
striotest sense of the word ;—pledged- by a so-
lemn vow, recognised and sanctioned by God
himeelf, to abstsin from the use of all intexi-
cating drivk. Such then, was Samuel. Such|i
was Hannah's dedication of him before he was
born ; and such, there can be nd doubt, he con-
tinued to be, during his long and eventful life.
What was the character of that life P It was

successive periods of youth and m:zzhood, oa-|!
wards to old age.

with God.

us now, and in such a brief sketch as this must |t
vecessarily be, we can only further remark that
from the day when the Lord first revealed him-
self to S8amuel, as he lay in bed in the house of
Eli, whilst still a mere child, till the period of | s
bis deatb, at a ripe old age, he continued to fulfil
the early promise of ardent piety which his|o
childbood gave, and as a faithful servant of the
Almighty, and & man honoared by his fellow- | e
men, he amply redeemed his mother’s boly vow, | n
in » long, unblemished life of <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>