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D, DURING THE

Wirn the intention of paying n short visit to the Coast of Labrador,
1 left St John's on the 30th July, 1905, by the 5 p. m. train, and arrived
at Lewisport on the East Const at 7 a. m. on Monduy the 31st July. There
I joined the Newfoundland steamer Fiona, with Messrs Dawe and Reeve
on hoard.  My. Clemiuson had just arvived from Lagos, by way of Loundon,
to join our party. having come from Liverpool by the Canadian route,
Lewisport is u seattered village which extends round a spacions, pictures-
que bay, and subsists principally on the lnmber trade It does not possess
any specinlly valuable fish The Clyde, a subsidized steamer of the
Reid-Newfoundland Company, was in harbor, und sailed soon after the
artival of the train for other Const ports. A lurge Norwegian barque was
shipping Inmber at one of the wharves.  We sailed about half-past seven
for St. Anthony, where we ¢ b to meet D, Wilfred Greafell of the
Royal National Mission to Deep Sea Fishermen.  We had
day, with u cold light bre We pussed several lar, » iccbergs during
the day as we steamed along the coast. As fog was threaw wing, we turned
into the splendid hurbor of Croe about 7 p. w., to pass the night there,
where we were under perfect shelter.  There were some three or four
“bultow * fishermen at this plac doing very well. One said he had
caught 20 quintals of fish that day. Formerly there was u large French
station in this harbor, but it has now been completely removed.

The const from Lewisport to Croe is generally formed of precipitous
eliffs, often nearly perpendicular, & hundred or more feet high.  The gr
ish sedimentary rocks are at many places being encroached on by the sea,
Generally they are covered by low serubby bush, often, however, shewing
only moss or lichens on their suiface,  We did not see more than two or
three schooners on that part of the coast; and at two or three places one
noticed a solitary fishing row-boat, but the coast line is practically unin-
habited, as far as visible from The whole coast is rocky, rugged, with-
out large timber, and in the distance looks unfit for agriculture; but it is
well provided with excellent harbors.

2 We left Croc Harbor at 4 a. m. on the 1st August, and arrived at
St Anthony two howts later, where we found Dr Grenfell in the Mission
Hospital steamer Stratheone.  He was starting for Battle Harbor in order
to take some patients there, but he most kindly turned back with us, and
conducted us over the Mission premises, The Bay is about a mile across,
and has houses scattered all round it.  The population is altogether about
200. We anchored off the wharf which has been built near to the Mis-
gion Station. This establishment is practically a new foundation. It con-
sists of a Hospital, a Club House, an Orphanage, and a Storehouse.

The Hospital contains six beds for male, and seven beds for female
patients,  All these buildings are constructed of timber, which is sawn at
the Mission’s own saw-mill, which has been erceted chiefly to supply work
to the people of the district when fishing cannot be done.  The Hospital
was then, in the absence of Dv Grenfell, in eharge of Mr Mennell, wmedi-
cal student and volunteer; and of Miss Kunz, a qualified nurse, ulso a
volunteer. The hospital, it was hoped, would be permanently open from
September.  This is the only hospital on the Island of Newfoundlund out-
side of St. John's. It was not supposed to be open for patients at that




date, but it had been found necessary to admit four sufferers, two of whom
had come long distances for medical treatment.  The nearest medieal man
to this hospital is resident at Tilt Cove, a distance of some 70 or 80 miles
by sea. A\ dispensary wus already open at the hospital for ontpatients
When complete, this institution will be as well equipped as any one could
reasonably expect under the circumstances It had already a very good
supply of medicines, and of the requisite appliances.  The Clubliouse w
in operation last winter, and was much frequented by the people of the
neighbourhood, for lectures, reading, and industrial pursuits. A certai
amount of earpenter work was done, ineluding turning by two luthes

But
this winter it ix hoped i good deal of employment may be given there in
weaving “ homespuns,” for which spinning-wheels und four hand looms
have been imported.  Miss Kunz understands weaving, and will be uble

Lo give instrnction to residents of this neighbourhood ; but 4 woman has
also been specially engaged by Dr. Grenfell on purpose to teach the local
women this industry.  There ure u few sheep in the district, and there
might be many more if the dogs could be restrained from attacking them.
Waool has to be imported in the meantime for spinning.  Dr. Grenfell has
Jjust found that there are women in that community so industrious and
willing to work for themselves and their families that they actually pick
old clothes to hairs, und re-card and re-work the wool again. There is,
therefore, much hope that his eflorts to give these cottage industries a
start may be suceessful in a community where the women show such wil-
lingness to work, and such remarkable resource,

It need hardly be said that Dr. Grenfell's Clubhouse is equally open
to all ereeds and denominations

The Orplianage was being construcied to aceommodate 20 children
Hitherto, orphans that have been taken in charge by Dr. Grenfell liave
with guardians elsewhere, in England, in Canada, and in the
United States. Tt is certainly a loss to the Colony that these children
should have been sent out of the country. The establishment of an orphan-
age will naturally entail a very consideruble permanent expenditure on
the funds of the Mission, as it will have to provide toition as well us main-
tenance for the children, No doubt such an excellent institution will
locully receive support both public and private. It appears there ave two
or three smnll primary schools of a denominational character struggling
on in this place.  Tmportant as it is that the young should be tanght rewd-
ing and writing it is no less necessary that they should have some indus-
triul eaueation, und it seems to be the object of the Mission to supply this
without any regard to denominational or sectarian distinetions,

Dr. Grenfell has this season had great difficulty in earrying on the
work of completing the Mission buildings, on usecount of the prosperous
fishing of the present year on this part of the coast.  In an indirect way
this may be of some advantage to the work of the Mission, us it shonld
ultimately enable the inhabitants to assist the Mission in establishing and
maintaining the station, which has its existence there solely for their
benefit,  Assistance is given there to all that require it, but the Mission
adheres to the principle of asking those that can afford to do so to pay
something for medicines and for wedical treatment in hospital. A very
great drawback to this lish and to the neighbouring district is
the defective communication with the outside world. From the beginning
of June to Christmas a steamer calls in at St. Anthony once every two
weeks. At all other times communication is only rare and nccidental.
Wireless telegraphy would, could it be procured, be a very great boon to
all that live in that neighborhood. 1t is diftieult to say where the district
served by this Mission Station begins or ends, Patients come to it from
all parts of the coast, some of them from the Sonthern Shores of the
Island, for Dr. Grenfell has gained for himself a great and well-deserved
reputation ns 4 skilful and successful surgeon. It is perfectly clear that
the station, when complete with its qualified and permavent hospital staff,
will be u great boon to the Northern part of the Island. There yet re-
mains much to be done to complete the buildings, to drain the land, to
lay on a proper water supply, and to organize a permanent teaching and
nursing statl,  In fact the undertaking is one that requires conrage, know-
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ledge, and perseverance in an uncommon degree It will, judging frou
what has already been done by the Mission, be carried to a successful
issue, and when this has been accomplished, iv will be so useful and bene-
ficial that those concerned will begin to wonder how they were ever able
to subsist without it

St. Anthony used to be an important French fishing station, but
that establishment is now entirely dismantled

3. We left Saint Anthony at 10 aau. on the 1st August, for Chateau
Bay. At noon we passed the northern extremity of the Island of New
foundland. 1t consists of low rolling hills of sedimentary rock, which is
full of white streaked lines, and forms clifts aud precipices down to the sea,
The hills are generally covered by low brushwood. At the extreme north
end, which is virtually an island, on a clift about 60 fect above the sea
there stand the substantial looking structures connected with a light-
house, which is maintained there by the Dominion of Canada, The situ-
ation is naturally a very exposed one.  The water seems deep right up to
the cliffs A small steamer lying in an open bay on the east side of the
lighthouse was discharging stores for it. A great icebery was stranded
about a mile or two out at sea, projecting some thirty to fifty feet above
the water, which shewed that there is no great ocean depth on that part
of the coast.  Muny rowing boats were out line-fishing near this extremi-
ty of the island, and there were about u half dozen to half a score of
schooners at anchor at different places thereabont.  All this northern end
is, ut least near to the shore, hopelessly barren ; but there were some nota-
ble exceptions of small grassy areas to be scen

On the part of the entrance to Belle Isle Straits that lies between
le Isle and Labrador T counted from the deck of the Fione at one time
7 great icebergs.  [u appeared from the statements of fishermen that

w unnsually large quantity of ice on that part of the coast for

th ¢
that time of the year It had interfered with the fishing, but still the
fishery had been good on the whole, all up the east side of the island

4. On looking at the Coast of Labrador from some distance at sea in
the neighbourhood of Chatean Bay, one would think from the long grey
ish-white line of the beach that there was a fine sandy shore all along it
But this appearance is produced only by the sea-washed foot of the worn
rounded eozoie cliffs and rocks that on this coast present to the ocean u
solid wall of stone, a continuous and enduring breakwater of bare vock
which in its sinuous course is thousands of miles long. The hills are
low, vounded, and smooth, with dark putches of dwarfad spruce here and
there, which become more frequent further inland.  Near the these
hills are almost bare, and, when seen at some distance, of an ashy colour
due to the presence of lichens and woss, and to the nature of the forma-
tion.

The direct entrance to the harbour of Chatean Bay is not more
than about 150 yards wide. and there is only about 24 feet of water there.
Such passages, loeally called “ Tickles,” between steep and rounded hills
of solid rock, are always more or less dungerous on this coast, on account
of the not improbable chance of a vessel running on to high boulders that
may have been rolled down into these channels from the hills by the ac-
tion of ice.  This can be very well seen on a small scale on the west side
of the little hill that forms the south side of the entrance to the harbour
On the north side of the approach to Chatean Bay there are two remark
able deposits of ferruginous stone, flat and level on the top, and with
almost perpendicular sides fifty to u hundred feet high, which it appears
have suggested the name * Chatean Bay,” or * Chateaux Bay

Unfortunately this ironstone does not seem to e sufliciently rvich to
warrant its being utilized, at least at present

At the South-east end of the bay,in Henley Harhor, there is situated,
the telegraph station maintained there by the Canadian Governmwent. A
gingle overland wire connects it with the Dominion telegraph system
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A cable was lnid some two years ago between this station and Belle Isle,
but it speedily ceased o ‘work, baving very probably been broken or
d by icebes The Canadian Government have a station for
s telegraphy, on the Marconi system, on the south end of Belle
Tsle, in communication with Chateau 1 The whole telegraphic estab-
lishwent at this latter place is axtremely primitive.  The build ngs are
manifestly of w purely temporary character; and the installation for
wireless telegraphy appears to be in an unsatisfactory condition It seems
that it is ensily deranged by lightning, and to be affected by electric at-
mospheric or other invisible plwnuumm which render its working some-
what capricions. It cannot communicate with the Marconi station of
the Newfoundland Government at Bautle Hurbor, on aecount, as is sup-
posed, of the intervening hills Tlu.' (lim lll-l.unce would be about
twenty-two miles, At present, th ion from
the south does not, on the Labrador (wm nwnd lun.her north than
Chatean Bay. There was u station of the Marconi Company nearer the
north end of Belle Isle, and at a higher elevation, that might, perbaps,
have been able to communieate with Battle Harbour; but that Marconi
station had been abandoned, at least for the time being.

The telegraph operator has hitherto resided with his family all the
year round ut Chatean Bay, but it is said that the station may be closed
Illlll"" the winter. One other family, besides thut of the telegraph
operator, has pussed the winter there.

lor fishing

5. Chateau Bay presented a fair exumple of the La
% had come

station at the time of our visit there.  Some thirteen fam
thither for the three or four months of the fishing season, onsisting
of three or four men. They were all from Carbonear. The fishing is
carvied on principally by the cod-trap.  Four of the families lad only
one trap ench; the others cach two traps. The fishing, which is ex-
clusively for cod, though they sometimes get salmon in the traps, was
fairly good, but the weather was not very favourable for drying or cateh-
b, andd dee was still b that date, the beginning of Augnst, incon-
veniently in the way. A small steamer comes to Chateau Bay about once
a week from Battle Harbour with salt and provisions, and to take away
fish tishery here would have been better had they not, as ||wnlly
happens on this coust, run short of salt.  Some of the fishermen bring
their wives and children with them  The sick are occasionally visited by
Dr Grenfell; at other times they are sent to him, if he can be found, or
to the nearest establishment of the Royal National Mission to Deep-Sea
Fishermen. Here 1 had the first practical illustration of the need of
such establishments on the coast, by several people applying to myself for
medical assistunce.  In future visits to Labrador 1 shall go better pro-
vided to meet such calls,  Last time, unfortunately, I could do livtle more
than try to have medicines sent them from the hospital at Battle Har-
bour.  On the slopes of the hills around the bay, which is about four
miles long and a mile wide, there is a considerble quantity of small trees,
chietly spruce, but with some larch and bireh, from which firewood can be
obtained. A small unenclosed graveyard at the enst end of the bay shews
that in recent years, at least, some twenty or thirty persons have never
retuined from the fishery nt Chatean Bay.

On the day we venched Chatean Bay 1 was conrteously allowed by
the Honourable the Commissioner of Works of Canada to use the Domi-
nion telegraph for transmitting time signals for the purpose of determin-
ing the geographical position of Chatean Bay. The same day communi-
cation was opened with Dr Otto Klotz, Geodetic Astronomical Observer
to the Government of Canada, u gentleman that has had perhaps unique
experience, and has performed splendid work, in determining the longitude
of places fur upun using the most exact methods known to that branch
of scienc r. Klotz was then at Tidousae, on the Gulf of St. Lawrence,
and in the kuulenl manner set about muklu,. arrangements for the inter-
change of eleetric time signals, not an easy matter over a single wire at
such long distances, throngh 80 many stations, and by a stafl’ not used to
such work
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We remained at Cliatean Bay from the 1st to the Gth Augunst, and
experienced there for the first time the extreme difficulty of car
astronomical observations on the Coast of Labrador. Time signals were
exchanged with Dr. Klotz, and on several oceasions when the weather was
favourable, that is when dry and with no thunderstormn on the way, in a
manner that was quite satisfactory; but in the course of the six days
spent there we were never able to observe u single star for the astronomi-
cul part of the work. Only a few observations were obtained from the
sun, and from two planets that happened to be in a suitable position, be~
tween T and 9 in the morning.

Although mueh time both Ly day and by night was given to these
observations, the result ean only be an approximate and by no means an
exact, determination of the observing spot.  The wosition of Tidousac has
not yet been finally calenluted, and consequently the ervor of our chrono-
meters has not yet been worked ont

Here also we had onr fivst experience of the great difficulty encoun-
tered on the Coast of Labrador in determining the vaviation of the com
poss. Owing to reasons that were notapparent, the magnetic needle would
not in any of our instruments settle in any position, but would in a few
winutes of time vary by fifteen or twenty minutes of are.  We had the
advantage of the ussistance of Captuin To RN, in making these oh-
servations ; but though that gentleman is one of she most skilful and ex-
perienced hydrographic surveyors of the duy, we did not sueceed in obtain-
ing a satisfactory elucidation of the curious behaviour of the needle. A
times the needle appeared, both here and elsewhere on this const, to be to
some extent influenced by the proximity of our own bodies,

6 There is no land on or near Chateau Bay fit for cultivation. At
three or four sheltered spots a few square yards of the best land pro
curable had 1 tilled, richly wunured, and planted with cruciferous
plants.  But owing to the want of warmth, the cabbages, greens, and
turnips were then only two or three inches high. The rowan tree, the
fruit of wl was already red at St. John's, was ouly in early flower at
Chatean Bay  The severity of the climate, und the poverty of the soil are
well illustrated by the larch trees that grow on the hills there.  Many
specimens were met with in full flower, nct more than from six to twelve
inches high, yet covering several square yards of surface. A further ex-
ample of this is very obvious in_the (L.mllu-n\ — here called * Bake
App! which, in Secotlund, at wth Latitude, would hardly be
met with at less than 1200 or 1500 feet of altitude, yet grows freely at
sea level at Chatean Bay in latitude 52 N

There is hardly any grass on this |n||| of the country, hut, the moss
that is eaten by the earibon, and therefore 1 ||-mnlm-v is plentiful.  So is
the cranberry, ‘called here “ the Partridge ln erry.” There ure sowe caribon
in the hills not far from Chatenu Bay. uierly they were greatly more
plentiful than is the case now. Partridges ure still eommon at certain
seasons, und so are eider ducks during the winter. The residents of Cha-
teau Bay entertain an opinion that is not uncommonly held on that coast,
that the game laws of Newfoundlund are not in foree there,

An effort was made some little time ago to work a mica mine on one
of the hillson the lmy. It did not sueceed, and has been abandoned  We
vigited the spot and found wica, in red granite rock, that appeared to be
of good quality, but the leaves were too small for commercial purposes.
not more than three or four inches square.

On the afternoon of the Hth Angust, Commodore Paget arvived oft
Chatean Bay in H.M.S, Seylla, but left the same evening for Cartwright,
in Sandwich Bay

On the morning of Sunday, the 6th August, we had a glimpse of the
sun, and were able to wake some solar observations for longitude, at which
we were nssisted by Captain Tooker of H. M. Surveying Ship Ellinor,
When this was done we sailed for Battle Harbour to attend church in the
evening there.
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The hills along the const us far as Battle Harbou present, the same
appearance as about Chateay Buy: they seldom exceed 1000 feet in alti-
tude, are rounded, and slope down to the sea.  Ag St. Peter’s |

slands there
are three or four flat-c pped, ivon stone de;

POSILs siwilar to those at (-
teau Bay.  One of these deposits ocenrs ulso n mile or two inland on the
mainland, on the same Jine 15 those on the adjucent Peter’s Islands, We
had no opportunity of obtaining specimens of this mineral 7T} greyish
looking hills were covered by moss, und at

some places by low bushes
Nothing that could b lled a tree was visible from the sei, - Any effort
at agriculture of uny desc ription wonld be quite ong of the question, for
the whole country side con I8t8 practically of hard naked rock

We passed  whaling station at Autle’s ( ve, and saw atloat, and tied
o a steam whaling vessel there v large whale that had been captured on
the preceding duy.  We arrived in the Fona at Battle Harbour at three
in the afternoon. [y ppears that there are some 200 people about this
station duri
is very my

e fishing season, hut the vumber of residents during winter
less.  There is o pritary school here for ehildyen bt it is
open only three months in the year, having to take its
other places similny

turn with two

W situated in this respect

The Royal Nutional Mission to Deep-sea Fishermen ha
here, which is in charge of Dr. Simpson and two trained nurses, one of
whom is My s Slmpson. 1L is a two storey wooden building, with eight
beds for feniales below, the same number f

t hospital

1 males on the upper storey
Fortunately the mal ward was empty at the i of our visit. [y
female ward were four women, from one of whom an Enormous tumour

exceeding eighty pounds in weight, had afew days previously beg Il Suceess

fully removed. * The condition of this o pital was in every respect very
satsfuctory, 1t is well stocked with medicines and Instruments, well
provided with beds und household furniture: anl it pt serupulously

and value t

clean  There can be no doubt that it is of the Hreatest use
weople on that part of this lonely cost

» hospital on the const outh of this, bhut | understand th
blished at an carly date on the Canadian South
Labrador, but that one will prolably not be of el use to tho
ed or resident on the Newfo ndland part of the ¢

one i

st
employ

18t

AL six in the evening Divine Service wis held by i
Deep Sea Mission.  There must have beo,
vessels ubout Battle Harbour for the Sal

pson !
from twenty 1o thinty lishing
ath, for Newfoundland tishey
men religionsly observe the 8 nduy wherever they may b

and n
to what church they | long — As is always the ¢ ¢ an this Colony, every
person in the neight hood attended service, whicl took place in a gl
loft most kindly Jant for this purpose by Mr. Cron her, Manager at Battle

natter

Harbour for Messrs. Baing tirieve & Co., of St. John's, Ihe loft was
crowded by men, women and children, who cond ed themselves in sucl

i way as to lend solemnity to the oo t1on 1 spite of the fact that he
building is ot without inconveniences for sucl

that this impressed it
Stance that there wye ot
and neat ¢

g 5 It may b
more forcibly on one's mind fyo the cirenm

practically next door, o sl

being used for any purpose by

any Iy infory v the Chureh of Englund but
that Dr. Simpson does not | e the ¢ of holding Divine Servie in
it and b the nece v oof in the sail-loft the only i

that wa
only requir

celd on that day i of the coast.  No donbt thi
be represented in the proper quarter in order to open he
chutch door to any evangelical servies

The fishery had been good at this place. [y js practically confined ¢
cod, but a swall number of salmon are caught in the cod traps, There
has also lately been some return o this part of the coast I the large
herring that vsed in former times to frequent Labrador waters Haildock
and hulibut ure rare here




At the establishment under the efficient charge of Mr. Croucher
could see a really model fishing station. The arrangements for drying,
preparing, and storing fish are, one would think, almost perfect, and the
whole is kept wonderfully clean, and was entirely free from bad odours.

During the summer, the steamer that sails from St. John's every two
weeks proceeds by way of Chatean Bay to Battle Harbour.

A visit was paid to the wireless telegraph station erected here by the
Newfoundland Government.  The building and installation appeared to
be thoroughly good and substantial ; but, as already mentioned, it cannot,
on account of intervening hills, communicate with the wireless stations of
the Dominion at Chateau Bay or at Belle Isle.

Batle Hazbour, like Chatean Ray, is not visited by Esquimaus, but
some half-breeds come there occusionally

On the hills about Battle Harbour there was an unusual number of
green spots, but no forest of uny kind.  No form of agriculture could be
attempted.  The stratified rocks, which at some distance present diffe
coloured layers, would probably well repay careful exumination

8. AL G a.m.oon the morning of the Tth we arrived at the whaling
station of the Messrs. Bowring, at Auntle's Cove.  We there saw a whale
of the Finn-luck species, 63 feet long, drawn up on the platform, and
partly cut up.  This station had up to that date captured 33 whales this

ason, 16 bulls and 17 cows. The largest one caught this vear was 75 feet
They have been of the thiee varvieties, * finn-back,” “ hump-back,”
and “sulphur-bottom.”  Six of the seventeen cows were in calf. The
largest embryo was only six feet long.  The food found in the stomachs
consisted of small crustaceans, a species of white fish five inches long, and
a few caplin.  Last year this station had 104 whales. Fifty wen, all
natives of Newfoundland, are employed ashore.  These are puid o fixed
monthly salary. One steamer is used, wanned by Norwegians. These
work on shares,

I'wo other whaling-stations were at work on the Labrador Coast dur-
ing the season now closed.  Their cateh has been respectively :

Labrador

- | Messrs. Bowring, | Messrs. Job,

Compa
Sulpbur Bottoms ... 3 ] 5
Fin Backs .., ... .. 20 2 o 0
Hump Backs ... ... " 16 13 E]
ko . @ 0 140 42,318

During the 1904 season there were only the two first Companies at
work on the Labrador Coast. They captured in that year 153 whales,
valued ut 873,440, approximate,  The great difference in value for the
last season is due to the poor quality of the whales and to the fall in pr
of whale oil.  From these figures it would appear that the average value
of o whale in 1904 was in vound numbers $480; in 1905 it was only 2280,

9. From Antle’s Cove we proceeded in the Fiowa on the Tth August
as far as Indinn Tickle, where we spent the night.  On the way we passed
many bouts attending to coduraps, whilst a few were fishing by  jigging”
All were doing well. Herring had appeared at several places, but only o
few were caught.  In the afternoon we landed at Domine Harbour, and
visited the wireless telegraph station erected there by the Newfoundland
Government.  The agent of the contracting company had gone north some
five or six duys previously to Indian Harbour, with the view of establish-
ing communication thence with Domino, but no signals had come through
to this latter station  The Domino installation has been built on a hill
composed of gneiss, at an altitnde of about 100 feet, butin a small swamp.




The house is very small, but is good and substantial as far us it goes. The
apparatus was not working well at the time of our visit. The operator
said that when all was in good order he could manage to transmit twelve
words o minute. There were & score of vessels lying at Domino waiting
or u favourable wind to proceed south with car of fish; and there
were so0 many others about this part of the eonst that it was quite clear
that telegraphic communication with Domino would be very useful

The const from Antle’s Cove to Indian Tickle
unsuitable for any agriculiural purpose
are bare, or covered by moss an
at certain

is all rocky, and quite
The stratified crystaline rocks
Ustall patches of sickly grass, sometimes
pots with low creeping bushes  Near Cape St Michacl, how-
ever, there ure a few smull patches of dwarfed spruce trees, bug this forms
a solitary exception  There seens to he practically no soil anywhere.

t Dowine and Indian Tickle there are some low, almost flat, is-
lands, with beaches strewn with su ne or shingle.  Where the ground is
covered by patehes of marsh, pools
tlmost absent, with the result that
the surface is soaked with water wherever it is nov solid rock Ihere
were us many fishing vessels abont Indian Tickle as at Dowino, but we
visits there

neamly level, a luge proportion of it is
and Iakes.  Evaporation seems 1o he

were prevented by bad weather from paying

On thix part of the coast thete are s

ome distinet old sea beaches about
One Lo WO seor

of feet above the present level of the sea. O

very
striking peculiarity of thess hills of naked rock along the coast js that
they are scored by cracks and fissures ou way that reminds one of the

matner in which shore mnd, by drying and conteting, becones fissured
under u tropieal sun.  In the case of t abrador rocks this phenome-
nou may, however, have heen produced by the Opposite process, that of
cooling. In any ease it is very noticeabls AL many places the fissures
have been filled up by eruptive dikes of much darker colonred roc k, but
great numbers of these cracks and fissurcs have not been o upied by
mtrusive matter, but remain oper

10 On the 8th August we went in the Fiona from Indiun Tickle to
Cartwright, in Sundwich Bay, where we urived ut two in the wfternaon
fn had gone to the head of the hay nearer to the mouth of the

River, und the Fiona followed thither with the ohject of doing some
there, while Mr. Cleminson and | remained at Cartwright to take

wical and other observations
At Cartwright there is the only establishment of the Hudson Bay
Company visited by Il © nd substantial wn
chorage is good ; and t ation is convenient,  There is o

small chureh there, but y

ot There is however a schoolnuster

Curtis and Stebbins of the
accompanied by Mrs. Curtis and Mrs, Steb]
prepat f

30th A

renowned Lick Observatory
s, were at this place, waking
ng the eclipse of the sun on the morning of the
We carried out astronomical absery wions to determine the

geographical position of their ¢ up, and the true north and south line
Here we found the plague of

r ol

Juitoes and flies even more vexatious
o to be further south, There

we had experience

eems to b

cles of mosquito on the Labrador coast, a culey of hrown
 vemarkably shuggish animal compared to most of its con
ic lower in its movements than the brown

& provided with an unusually lopg proboscis, the use of

tdmirably that an ordinnry kid

ove I8 no sure
It gives little or no warning of its pr

Attack its host in the most direct manner.
often in shouls, is very troublesonse
found the small fly 1o e

sence, but pro-

This mosquito
erver, bt we
* venomous than
1is cons quently
One result of this is that the sides of the

smll trees, principally, if not almost

to the astronomical

A worse torment, and much oy
the wosquito.  Cartwright Bay i surrounded by hills,
though spacious, well sheltered

hills are all covered by a forest of
exclusively, of spruce.
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been presented to those that would undonbtedly be willing and desirous
of providing it, if they ouly knew that such aid is requi for our own
people there.  During the fishing season there is a considerable popula-
tion at and about Indinn Harbour. There are no trees in that neighbour-
hood, and firewood has to by brought from Cartwright, There were some
five or six large schooners in harbou londing with dried fish  The tishery
had been rather whove the ave on this part of the const, but the
weather had not been very favournble, and we were assured that the 9th
of August was the first really fine duy of the season. Here we met with
only one man that had not liad o fishis whove the average of other sea-
sons. There is, it appears, burdly any attempt at cultivation of any kind.
We saw three small beds of som eruciferons vegetable, but the plants
were small and feeble and showed but litle vit dity. 1t was noticeable
that vegetation was much later here than at Chateau Bay. At this last
place T had o week previously had great difficulty to find a single flower
of the cloudberry, the fruit being ahesdy red and half grown there.  But
at Indian Harbour there wus only flower and no fruit. The difference in
latitude is only two and half degrees ; the difference I vegetation pro-
bubly from two to three weeks, But Indian Harbour is more exposed to
the Arctic currents,  Some of (he hills about Tndian Harbour were
alwost of u light-green, from short gruss. On o many of these hills the
gray sedimentary 1ock was covered by winsses of dark eruptive stone,
The lower stratified rocks are here often fissured in a remarkable manner

12 At Indian Hurbour is situated the most northerly of the wireless
telegraph stations built by this Government. found the installation
on the top of a bare hill solid vock, at an altitude of perhaps three or
four hundred feet 1t hud been erected the previous year, and the mast
and stays had sulfered some duy during the winter  This had been
repaired, and everythi our visit, to be substantial
and in good order and con dition. A tepresentative of the contracting
company had left this station a day or two before our arvival having
failed to transmit signals 1o Doming, the station nearest to Indian Hat-
bour. It appeared, therefore, that the state of Newfoundland wireless
stations on the Labtador cosst was as follows proceeding from north to
south

seemed, at the time

1. The wost northerly station, at Indian: Hurbonr,  Houses and in
stallation complete to all appearance, but the apparatus meapable of
transmitting to, or of receiving from, the next o any other station any
signals of any kind.

2. Domino Station, sowe fourscore wmiles south of Indian Harbouy

Here the instraments were not working quite satisfactorily, but it was in
communication with the next station south of it.

3 American Tickle Station, about fifteen miles south of Domino Sta
tion his station was not visited, but it w s said o be in communicn-
tion with

4. Venison Island Station, which was some fifteen miles further south
than American Tickle

5. Battle Hurbour Station, about thirty-five miles south of Venison
Island. was in communication with that station

Messuges could therefore he transmitted with more or less certainty
from Battle Harbour northward as far us Domino, but no message could
be sent south of Battle Harbour, or north of Domino.

It would thus seem that the four most southerly stations that are
able to communicate umong themselves cover only some sixty-five miles
of a const line, giving n mean distance nearly twent
tween the stations. We were informed by the intelligent man left in
charge of the station at Indian Hurbour that the Company’s vepre

tive had, before bie left, declared thut one or more intermediate stations
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will have to be erected to connect Indian Harbour with Domino. We
were given to understand that the diflerent stations were located by the
Company's agents, and the erection carried out under their supervision, at
the expense of the Government of Newfoundland. The agents so em-
ployed had, we were informed, no doubt that communication would be
easy and certain from end to end of the system as now laid down.  Unfor-
tunately their expectations have not been rvealised. It would therefore
appear that the system of wireless telegraphy is still in an experimental
stage, if, indeed, the men employed by the company represent the most
advanced skill and knowlege of the day. One thing seems clear, that this
Government, having inewrred the very considerable expenditure of erect-
ing five stations on the coast, will have no option but to continue to erect
more to connect the five existing stations with each other, and to bring
the group into communication with Chatean Bay, Belle Iele, or some other
station that is in connection with St John's.  That the system when
complete will be of use there can be no doubt, especially if extended south
along the Newfoundland coast till it connects with the telegraph wires

At Indian Harbour, as at most places touched at, the people present
were most desirous of showing their loyalty 1 was received at several
points with cheers and discharges of musketry, sometimes by a salute of
one musket where only one man was present, a weleome that was under
the cireumstances more eloquently loyal than would have been the regu-
lation number of big guns,  Indian Harbour was, it appears, the most
northerly fishing station on the Labrador const in 1826, and was then on
a smull scale.

13 At 5 am, on the 10th August, 1 sailed from ITndian Harbour on
H. M. S Seylla, to proceed divect to the northern extremitiy of the Labra-
dor coast, the intention being to start from that end and to travel thence
southward, thus visiting the several stations on the coast on the return
Journey, a plan that was deemed suitable on acconnt of elimatic condi-
tions. 1 was smpanied by Mr, Cleminson and hoped to carry out ob-
servations of several kinds at the Chidley peninsula before the arrival of
the Fiona, and then to tranship at Port Burwell into that vessel, on which 1
could more conveniently visit the coast stations than would be the case on
the much larger Seylla. The Fiona was to go up the coast in-shore under
the pilotage of Dr. Grenfell.

The Seylla steamed about 10 knots  During the 10th the weather
was all that could be desived, the sea perfectly calm and smooth, free from
drift ice, but many icebergs were floating southward with the current
trending in that direction  The great naked hills of the coast were dis-
tinetly visible in steel blue outline, with patehes of snow in such hollows
as were at n height of about 1000 feet above the sea.  There was not much
life nlong the const  Herve and there a few fishing schooners could be
made ont.  There were very few birds,  An oceasional black fish, and very
few whales, were seen.  The air was delightful and exhilarating

About 7 acme of the 11th we were off Cape Mugford some fifteen
miles.  The mountains of that part of the const seemed destitute of forest,
but held much snow where they rose to 2,000 or 3,000, The weather was
still perfect and the sen ealm.  Small fields of ice here and there now be-
gan to be met with, but they did not interfere to any extent with nviga-
tion. By mid-day, however, both thermometer and barometer began to
fall ominously, und before night we had rain, fog, and an east wind, with
floating ice-fiekds becoming larger and more frequent  We had hoped to
reach Cape Chidley by four next morning, had the weather remained
favourable.

During the night of the 11th, by the time we had arrived near the
59th degree of North latitude, the sea was found to be so nearly covered
by floating ice that u free passage through it could not always be found
for the ship.  The fog remained dense, and there was practically no wind,
It was thonght thal we were near Cape Chidley about six or seven in
the morning.  Although the sun was by seven or eight o'clock at times
almost quite visible in ontline from the deck of the Swlla, yet nothing
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could e seen low down near the level of the water except at a very short
distance, on it of the impenetrable, low, ereeping fog It was evi-
dent thut it consisted of a thin sheet of cloud that rested on the sutface
of the water.  We often had an opportunity of seeing on this const how
a dense fog may, and often does, cover only a very small sharply defined
aren.  About eight o'clock we had a peep, us if through a loophole in
the cloud, of w small part of the face of an almost perpendicular eliff of
bare vock with some patches of snow, about 300 yards nhead of the ship
Soon afterwards a glimpse was got of a small part of the coast, aud then
the fog closed down again as impenetrable as before, It was however
soon found by other momentary glimpses throngh the slowly drifting
clond that the const was Cape Chidley or its near neighbourhood,  The
fog clowd continued 1o open und close on the coast at short intervals, suf-
ficient after some time to show that when steaming four or five knots we
lost instead of gaining ground, on account of the strong current that was
running south along the coast.  Numerous large patches of ice were be-
ing carvied southward by this stream, so close together that great care
was requited to navigate the Seylle through them. Soundings, which were
frequently repeated, indicated about 80 fathoms of water along that part
of the coust at a quarter to half a wile from the foot of the cliffs.
The position must have been one of some anxiety to the responsible
officers, in view of the strong current, the ice masses, the thick fog,
the utterly inhospitable shore, and in waters of which no survey has
been wade.  Three or four inlets or bays, all packed full of ice, were
passed in the ueighbourhod of Cape Chidley.  The coast wherover it
could be seen for u moment presented steep, generlly nenly perpen-
dicular, clifts of crystalline rock almost devoid of any stratitication ;. or
torn precipices of bare, gray or brown roek, with no trae whatever of
vegetation, for even moss seemed to fuil on those frost-eaten erags.  Now
aud then for a moment one canght a glimpse of rounded hills, without
peaks, 1.000 to 1500 feet high The fog had closed down in its dense
dark-yellow form, and it was thought we tust be opposite the most nor-
therly point of the Chidley peninsula when we caught sight of two Esqui
manx kayaks, each contuining a single native. ) v
seals, and were armed each with 4 gun and a brpoon. One
of them fived off his gun, seemingly as a salute to ns They were indueed

ton Lourd the Seplla, I unfortunately they did not understand
A of ish, and we did not know any Esquimanx. They did ot
appear to know the word “ Missionary,” thongh it was conjectured from
their excellent outfit that they wust be under missionury influence We
had therefore to put them on board their kayaks, which they managed
with wonderful ease and dexterity in the whitling eddies, without ouy hiny-
ing been able to obtain the smallest information of any kind from them
Nothing whatever could be seen of the coast ut that time through the
dense fog that thickly enveloped all around us Fortunately this began
to rise not long after, and we }nund that we were then at the north end of
the Chidley peninsula, and soon the whole of the wost side was loft perfectly
clear though an impenetrable eloud continued to rest on and completely
veil the castern side. Enormous blocks of ice were then being driven
into the Straits from the Atlantic, and they were so close together that it
was only by using the ram of the Seylla that a passage coulid be made
the ship  The tide had begiin to flow west towsrds Ungava Bay, and was
bringing in after us enormous tields of ice, before which we had to ad
vance.  While we were feeling our way round the const, elose inshore, in
search of Port Burwell, a bright red ensign was noticed near a louse that
seemed of European model, about a mile and a half up & nartow channel
leading right inland. A gun was fired to attract notice to out presence.
Fortunately the ship was, at the mouth of this fiord, protected by the
configuration of the rocky coast from the ice masses that were now Iwing
brought west by the rising tide, g0 that it was possible to remain in the
bight in which we were till two small boats rowed out to us.  In one wis
the Reverend Mr. Wald , i Moravian ionary, who kindly ¢ on
board th ylla wnd showed us the way round the coast to Port: Burwell,
which was only a wile or two distant. Mr. Waldmaun had gone to the
top of a hill to look out for the wmission steamer Harmony, which was
then expected, and he thus happened to notice the Syl We came to

ot
———
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anchor in Port Burwell, a good and safe harbour, before evening.  There
were great fields of floating ice half a mile from the shore all round that
part of the coast, but the Seylle was able to pass inside these, sometimes
not more than three or four hundred yards from the rocky shore  There
were still several small icebergs in Port Burwell, and the upper end of the
harbour and the channel in front of the mission were so closely filled with
huge blocks of ice that we had some diffienlty in getting to the station

14, We remained at Port Burwell from the afternoon of the 12th to
the morning of the 19th Augnst.  The weather was so bad during the
whole of that prolonged stay that hardly anything could be done in ex-
amining the country, owing to the prevalence of fog, rain and sleet, with
high easterly winds  For astronomical purposes we were able to observe
stars for not wore than two hours during the seven days and nights we
remained in that harbour.

Only two positions were oltained by astronowic observation in this
neighbourhood, that of Port Burwell, and that of an island | had thought
in passing on the 12th to be the most northerly part of the peninsula,
thongh it wus found by uctual observation that another point, two or
three miles further cast, was ten or fifteen seconds further north.  But it
was very diflicult to obtain “sights” on that island through the driving fog.
The temperature on the top of the island at noon on 18th August was
38 Furenbeit.  On the preceding day it was only 34 Farenheit at the
sheltered Mission station at 830 wam  From the top of this island, abont
50 feet high, one had an excellent view of the passage that is called
Gray's Strait, between the Button Islands and the Chidley peninsula
proper.  When the tide was rising, a curvent of from four to six knots,
depending on the state of the tide, and about half w wile wide, an from
west 1o east along the shore of the peninsula; beyond that an equally
strong current, which represented the rising tide, swept past from cast to
west.  The direetion of the current along the south end of the Button
roup conld not be made ont. The clash of these two mighty streams
red like a great waterfall, and produced extensive and powerful eddies

Commodore Paget, after landing me on the island where
¢, continued his way on the Seylla’s lannch, accom
minson, and by Mr. Lane as a guide, to cross to the
but it was soon found that the lannch was at the merey of the
great eurrents and eddies  Looking on from the top of the island 1 could
see better than they could the danger they would incur if they ventured
too far,and 1 was glad to see that they were able to turn back before
they had quite reachied the line of impact of the two contending streams,
and in n shory time to find shelter in more protected water.  This shows
clearly the importance and interest that attaches to the “Grenfell Tickle”

On the 14th, in company with Commodore Paget, we had examined
the northwest hulf of the Grenfell Chinnnel or Tickle.  This is a passage
that leads through from the east coast, starting south of Cape Chidley, to
the bay that lies on the east side of the Chidley peninsula, opening some
two or three miles south of Port Burwell, 1t is about two or three hun-
dred yards wide, and was supposed to be sulliciently deep to permit of
the passage of large ships throngh it, thus avoiding the necessity of doub-
ling the Chidley peninsula.  Mr. Reinold, Nuvigating Lieutenunt of the
Neyllee, has, however, after traversing the channel twice, reported one spot
in it where the depth did not exceed two and a half fathoms. Tt is, there-
fore, necessary that it should be more fully examined before it can be
nsidered safe for large vessels.  Strong tides pass through the Grenfell
Tickle It secms to be navigated by small icebergs with more draught
than any ship would have. It runs all the way between steep hills of
bare rock.  Although we were in the channel at the warmest period of
the summer season, snow fell when we were there in the middle of the
afternoon. It is about 8 or 10 miles long, and would, if proved o be safe,
be n decided gnin to vessels passing between the Atlantic and Port Bur-
well or Unguva and Hudson’s Bays.  Unfortunately the weathar was so
unfavourable that we were not able to wake a complete examination of
this important suge, which would take some time, on account of the
probability of its containing some great boulders in its bed.
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15 The Moravian Station at Port Burwell is called Killinck. At
Port Burwell there were 48 nutives, men, women, and children, in six
families. In their own language they call themselves by the name of

Tonuit” and do wot know the term  Esquimaus.” It is a coincidence
that the Tnnuit should have Teutonic teachers and that these two racial
appellations, Tnnnit and Deutsch, which, in their respective  vernacu-
lars. commote saeh widely different races, shonld etymologically mean
“the p The term “ Esquimaux,” on the other hand, seems to be a
name given to the Innnit by their neighbowrs, similar i meaning to
Y Sumoyed,” nnd to “ Cari “cannibal” names that it is very im-
probable that the peopl ated therelby ev wve to themselves, It
18, however, not likely that the Innnit are aware of the evil significance
contained iu the word “ Esquimaus,” 1t expressed characteristics that in
their case was probably not misapplied, for Chapple says of them us late
as 1808, page 100, “ They hesitate not to sacrifice a favorite child on the
grave of its « 1 parent.”

=

The Rev. Mr. Waldmann and Mrs. Waldwann have been at Port
Burwell about one year, but they have been fourteen years in Labrador in
the service of the Mission, without going on leave till this f The Rev.
My, Stewart, of the Church of England Mission, labonred there two or three
years, hut it was agreed hetween the two Missions that the work at Killi-
nek shonld Ve taken over by the Moravian Mission' My, Stewart then
went on to Port Chimo in Ungava Bay,  This arsngement now leave
the whole population of the Labrador Inunit that are under the jurisdie-
tion of Newfoundland to the exclusive teaching of the Moravian Mission,

The Tunuit about this station are all natives of the East Coast, that is,
matives of the Newfoundland dependency, with the questionable exception
of one woman who is from the St. George's
size s compared with Europeans, are strong
they really are on account of the cot and qu

They ave ubout middle
bnilt, but look shorter than
utity of their elothes

On Sunday, the 13th, we attended Divine Service at the house of Mr.

Waldniann, A suitable church and sehool will be erected there shortly,
but in the weantime the Mission house is the only weeting place.  All
the Tunuit of the settlement were present, well and h vily elad in furs
and woollen gurments.  Nove of them are baptised as yet, but they come to
divine worship regularly as soc th 11 s vunge One young gitl had
been baptised, but the natives her off from the station, as they
did not seeni 1o quite approve of baptism,  There was a close adherence to
type amony the Tinuit present.  Their hair is black, smooth, and straight ;
the forehead small; the eyes brown ; the palbebral opening narrow, the
lower edge of the upper 1id straight, the mn gin of the lower lid curved,
the eyelids thus entting off two segments of the brown iris; the cheek-
bones are broad and prominent, the cheeks ruddy, on a yellowish-bronze
background.  The breadth of the fuce across the cheekbones is equal to
its length from the eyes to the lowest point of the chin, The upper lip is
neither loug nor short ; the lower jaw is slight in proportion to the cheek
bones; the chin is small.  But the most remarkable feature of the Innuit
i8 the small, often ridienlon ly small, rounded delicate nese, which projects
in some cases hardly anything beyond the high cheek bones, and gives a
very remakable unsymmetrieal, unfinished look to the It is u
strange peculiarity of ma f the young Tnnuit girls of lozen
ﬁ:ﬂl.\ of age that, if one looks only at the face of the girl, it would pass as

longing 10 a woman of thirty. “Some of the elderly men had a thinnish
beard, but younger men bad but a trace of hair on the chin, The swall
feet und hands, the straight, glossy, black hair, and to some extent the
eyes, reminded one of the Line Isianders of the Pacifie, who live in a cli-
mate that is the antithesis of Labrador, though the two races are probubly
from a common stock.  Verhaps nothing is more remarkable in this peo-
ple than the softness of their voices. They have quite remarkable musi-
cal capabilities  Even ut this comparatively new station they sang the
service hymus exceptionally well. ~ Mr. Waldmann read two lines of a
hymn at a time from a translation into their own langu Mr. Clemin-
son presided at the harmoninm and accompanied the singers, then other

about
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two lines were taken in succession, till the hymn was fimished. M. Wald
mann conducted the whole service, which was simple und not too prolong
ed, in the Innuit tongne, which even in the mouth of the most eloguent
native is neither a fluent nor a euphonions language

A half-breed couple, Mr. and Mrs. Lane natives of Davis Tnlet, ve-
side at Port Burwell where they have lived several years. They oceupy
the humble dwelling formerly tenanted by the Rev. Mr Stewart. My
Lane arrived from Hudson Bay while we were at Port. Burwell.  He had
been serving as interpreter on the Canadian steamer A, with Major
Moody. of the Canadian Mounted Police. They are a very micisent
and industrious couple, and are well acquainted with the conntry.  Mrs
Lane makes very superior boots of seal skin, for which she mu to
find a4 market.  The foot consists of a kind of gkin that is lighter in color
than the leg.  The sewing is done with the fine and strong threads of the
sinew that is obtuined from the loins of the caribon.  Mis. Lane, who is a
resourceful and courageous wowan, has alone, killed more than one polar
beur

The natives looked healthy and in excellent condition. They were
always, whether oceupied or not, warmly clothed in garments half Euro
pean, hall native.  They were then living in canvas tents, but will oceupy
huts of earth and stone during the winter. They catch considerable
quantities of codfish in the neighbourhood, but no salmon or trout.  Cari
bow are vare in that part of the country.  Seals are common, [t appears
that the seals are shot, sometimes by Winehester vifles, and then harpooned.
The natives still use walrus bone for making some parts of their spears
or hurpoons, but the points are of steel  They trap a certain number of
white and red foxes, but the black or silver varieties are vave  There are
sometimes loge numbers of partridges on the peninsula. [t is said they
pass heve in the falland spring in their migrations to and from Baflin's
Land.

16. The natives about Port Burwell retain more of their original man
ners ind habits than do those about the other stations further south
There is some approach towards individual or family rights to exclusive
trapping or fishing over certain detined localities, but they very frequently
fish or hunt in common.  For example, & man maned Kuber elaims the
Button Islands, the group that forms the southern side of the entrance to
the wide chanuel that leads from the Atlantic to Hudson's Bay. The g
utterly bare and barren, and are now unoccupied, and are varely visited by
natives. On the other hand, in more than one ease, three or four men hant
together over the same land. A father may or may not divide his property
and rights among his sons.  The eldest son is recognized as the head of
the family. Women have no hunting or fishing vights.  Unmarried sisters
are provided for by their brothers.  No attempt whatever is made at any
form of cultivation. There is in point of fact no soil ; and if there were,
the climate would be prohibitive.  An intending brid om has to pay
the father and mother for their danghter. 1t was ascertained that the
payment in one case had been enough seal skins to make a tent.  The
bridegroom in this particular instance, however, obtained his bride on
credit, and refused to pay afterwards.  The natives are not very willing,
it appears, to give information on such matters as these.  But it seems
that at Killinek payment is always made, at least