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:  GENERAL HISTORY

_ _ AND
" COLLECTION
P S

VOYAGES AND TRAVELS.

 PARTIL BOOK L
(CONTINUED.) »

' CHAPTER IX—Conimed.

£ARLY VOYAGES OF THE ENGLISH, TO THE EAST INDIES, BES

FORE THE ESTABLISEMENT OF AN EXCLUSIVE COMPANY.

SECTION IV,

Voyage of Mr John . Eldred, Zy'Sea, to Tripoli in,SW
- and thence, by Land and Rwer, to Bagdat and Basara:

©_in 1588

¥ DEPARTED from London in the‘T‘i}ger on Shrove-
Tuesday, 1583, in company with Mr John Newberry,
r Ralph Fitch, and six or seven other honest merchants,
and arrived at Tripoli in Syria on the next ensuing 1st of
May. On our arrival, we went a Maying on the Island of
St George, where the Christians who die here on ship board
VOL. VI{I. PART 1. - A ‘ o are
* Hakluyt, I1. 402. i .
As Eldred accompanied Newberry and Fitch from England to Basora,
this article is, in a great degree, connected with our present purpose: It
may iikewise'be mentioned, that Eldred is one of the persons with whom
Newberry corresponded.~—E.
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2 Early English Voyages ~ PART II. BOOK III.

are wont to be buried. In this city of Tripoli our English
merchants have a consul, and all of the English nation who
come here reside along with him, in a house or factory, .
called Fondeghi Ingles, which is a square stone building, re- -
sembling a cloister, where every person has his separate
chamber, as is likewise the custom of all the other Chris-
tian nations at this place. ,

Tripolis stands under a part of Mount Lebanon, at the
distance of two English miles from the port. On one side
of this port, in the form of a half-moon, there are five
block-houses, or small forts, in which there are some good
pieces of artillery, and they are occupied by about an hun-
dred janisaries. Right before the town there is a hill of
shifting sand, ‘which gathers and “iricreases with a west
wind, insomuch, that they have an old prophecy among
them, that this sand hill will.one day-swallow up and over- ..
whelm the town, as it every year increases and destroys
many gardens, though they employ every possible device to

iminish this sand‘igank,'\andwor, rtender it firm ground.
The city is walled round, though of no great strength, and
is about the size of Bristol: Its chief defence is the citadel -
or castle, which stands on the south side of the town, and
within the walls, overlooking the whole town, being armed
with some good -artillery, and garrisoned by two. ﬁundred
janisaries. A river passes through the middle of the city,
by means of which they water their gardens and plantations
of mulberry trees, on which they rear great numbers of
silk-worms, which produce great quantities of white silk,
being the principal commodity of this place, which: is-much
frequented by many Christian merchants, as Venetians,
Florentines, Genoese, Marsilians, Sicilians, and Ragusans,
and, of late, by the English, who trade more here than in
an'i' other port of the Turkish dominons. ~
I departed from Tripolis with a caravan, on the 14th
May, passing, in three days, over the ridge of Mount Liba-
nus; ard at the end of that-time came to the city of Ham-
mah, which-stands in a goodly plain, abounding'in corn and
cotton-wool. On these mountains grow great quantities of
gall-trees, which are somewhat like our oaks, but less, and
more crooked ; and, on the best trees, 2 man shall not find
above a pound of galls on each. This town of Hammah is
fallen into decay, and continues to decay more and more,
so that at this day scarcely is the half of the wall standlilng,
- - which
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which has once been strong and handsome ; but, because it
cost. many lives to win it, the Turks will not have it re-
paired, and have caunsed to be inscribed in Arabic, over one
of the gates, ¢ Cursed be the father and the son of him who
shall lay hands to the repairing of this place.”

. Refreshing ourselves one. day here, we went forwards.
three days more, with our camels, and came to Aleppo,
where we arrived on the 21st of May. This has the great-
est trade, for an inland town, of any in all those parts, being
resorted to by Jews, Tartars, Persians, Armenians, Egyp-
tians, Indians, and many different kinds of Christians, all of
whom enjoy liberty of conscience, and bring here many dif-
ferent kinds of merchandise. In the middle of the city there
is a goodly castle, raised on high, having a garrison of four
or five hundred janisaries. Within four miles round about
there are many goodly gardens and vineyards, with many
trees, which bear excellent fruit, near the side of the river,
which is very small. The walls of the city are about three
miles in circuit, but the suburbs are nearly as large as the
city, the whole being very populous. ;

We departed from Aleppo on the 31st of May, with a
caravan of camels, along with Mr John Newberry, and his
company, and.came to Birrah, [Bir] in three days, being a
small town on the Euphrates, where that river first assumes
the name, being here collected into one channel, whereas
before it comes down in numerous branches, and is theres
fore called by the people of the country by a name which
signifies a thousand heads. We here found sbindance of
provisiens, and furnished ourselves for a long journey down
the river;.and, according to.the custom of those who tra-
vel on this river, we provided a small bark for the convey-
ance of ourselves and our goods. These boats are flat-bot-
tomed, because the river is shallow in many places; and
when people travel:in the months of July, August, and Sep-
tember, the water being then at the lowest, they bave to
carry a spare boat or two along with them, to lighten their
own boats in case of grounding on the shoals. We were
twenty-eight days upon the river-in going between Bir and
Feluchis, at which last place we disembarked ourselves and
our goods. - ‘

During our passage down the Euphrates, we tied our
boat to-a stake eyery night at sun-set, when we went on
‘land and gathered some sticks to make a fire, on which we

. S set
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4 ‘ Early English Voyages ~ PART 11. BOOK IiI.

set our pot, with rice or bruised wheat ; and when we had
supped, the merchants went on board to sleep, while the ma-
riners lay down for the night on the shore, as near the boats
as they could. At many places on the river side we met
with troops of Arabs, of whom we bought milk, butter, eggs,
and lambs, giving them in barter, for they care not for mo-
ney, glasses, combs, coral, amber, to hang about their necks;
and for-churned milk we gave them bread and pomegranate:
peels, with which they tan thieir goat skins which they use -
" for churns. " The complexion, hair, and apparel of these-
Arabs, are entirely like to those vagabond Egyptians who
" heretofore used to go about in England. All their women,
without one exception, wear a great round ring of gold, sil-
ver, or iron, according to their abilities, in one of their nos-
trils, and about their %egs they have hoops of gold, silver, or -
iron. Al of them, men, women, and children, are excel-
lent swimmers, and they often brought off .in this manner
vessels with milk on théir heads to our barks. They are
very thievish, as I proved to my cost, for they stole a cask-
" et belonging to me, containing things of good value, from
under my man’s head as he lay asleep.- . ]

At Bir the Euphrates is about as broad as the Thames at
Lambeth, in some places broader, and in others narrower,
* and it runs very swifily, almost as fast as the Trent, It has
various kinds of fish, all having scales, some like our bar-
bels, as large as salmon. We landed at Feluchia on the
28th of June, and had to remain there seven days for want
of camels to carry our goods to Babylon, [ Bagdat,] the heat
at that season being so violent that the people were averse
from hiring their caniels to travel. Feluchia is a village of
some hundred houses, and is the place appointed for dis-
charging such goods as come down the river, the inhabit-
ants being all Arabs. Not being able to procure camels,
we had to unlade our goods, and hired an hundred asses to
carry our English merchandize to New Babylon, or Bagdat,
across a short desert, which tock us eighteen hours of tra-
velling, mostly in the night and morning, to avoid the great
heat of the day. c ‘ _

In this short desert, between the Euphrates and Tigris,
formerly stood the great and mighty city of ancient Baby-
Ion, many of the old ruins of which are easily to be seen by
day-light, as I, John Eldred, have often beheld at my good
leisure, having made three several journeys between Aleppo

: and
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and New Bébylon.’ Here also are still to be seen the ruins
of the ancient Tower of Babel, which, being upon plain
ground, seems very large from afar; but the nearer you-

-come towards it, it seems to grow less and less. I have gone

sundry times to see it, and found the remnants still stand-
ing above a quarter of a mile in circuit, and almost as high
as the stone-work of St Paul’s steeple in London, but much
bigger.* The bricks remaining in this most ancient monu-
ment are half a yard thick, and three quarters long, having

been dried in the sun only; and between every course of
‘bricks there is a course of matts made of canes, which still

remain as sound as if they had only lain one year.

The new city of Babylon, or Bagdat, joins to the before-
mentioned small desert, in which was the old city, the river
Tigris running close under the walls, so that they might
easlly open a ditch, and make the waters of the river en-

-compass the city.’ Bagdat is above two English miles in

circumference. The inhabitants, who generally speak three

languages, -Persian, Arabic, and Turkish, are much of the

same complexion with the Spaniards.” The women mostly
wesr, in the gristle of the nose, a ring like a wedding-ring,
but rather larger, having a pearl and a turquoise stone set
in it ; and this however poor they may be. This is a place
of great trade, being the thoroughfare from the East Indies
to Aleppo. The town is well supplied with provisions,

‘which are -brought down the river Tigris from Mosul, in

Diarbekir, or Mesopotamia, where stood the ancient city
of Nineveh. These provisions, and various other kinds of
goods, are brought down the river Tigris on rafts of wood,
borne up by a great number of goat-skin bags, blown up
with wind like bladders. When the goods are discharged,
the rafts are sold for fuel, and letting the wind out of the
goat skins, they carry them home again upon asses, to serve

for other voyages down the river. '
The buildings here are mostly of brick, dried in the sun,
as little or no stone is to be found, and their houses are all
v low

2 It is hardly necessary to observe, that this refers to the old St Paul’s
before the great fire, and has no reference to the present magnificent
structure, built long after the date of this journey.—E. ’

3 It may be proper to remark, as not very distinctly marked here,
though expressed afterwards in the text, that Bagdat is on the east side
of the Tigris, whereas the plain, or desert of ancient Babylon, is on the
west, between that river and the Euphrates.~E. :
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low and flat-roofed. They have no rain for eight months

together, and hardly any clouds in the sky by day or night.

Their winter is in November, December, January, and Fe-

bruary, which is almost as warm as our summer in Eng-
Tand. I know this well by experience, having resided, .at-
different times, in this city for at least the space of two
years. On coming into the city from Feluchia, we have to

pass across the river Tigris on a great bridge of boats, which

are held together by two mighty chains of iron. ©=

From this place we departed in flat-bottomed boats, which:
were larger and more strongly built than those on the Euph-
rates. We were twenty-eight days also in going down this
river to Basora, though we might have gone in eighteen:
days, or less, if the water had been higher. By the side of
the river there stand several towns, the names of which re-
semble those of the prophets of the Old Testament. The
first of these towns is called Ozeah, and another Zecchiah.
One day’s journey before we came to Basora, the two rivers
unite, and there stands, at the junction, a castle belonging
to the Turks, called Curna, where all merchants have to pay
a small custom. Where the two rivers join, their united
waters are eight or nine miles broad; and here also the ri-
ver begins to cbb and flow, the overflowing of the water
rendering all the country round about very fertile in corn,
rice, pulse, and dates.

The town of Basora is a mile and a half in circuit; all .
‘the houses, with the castle and the walls, being of brick .
! dried in the sun. The Grand Turk has here five hundred
: % janisaries always in garrison, besides other soldiers; but
i l : his chief force consists in twenty-five or thirty fine gallies,

well furnished with good ordnance. To this port of Baso-
xa there come every month divers ships from Ormus, laden
3 with all sorts of Indian goods, as spices, drugs, indigo, and
. : calico cloth. These ships are from forty to sixty tons bur-
i den, having their planks sewed together with twine made
il of the bark of the date-palm ; and, instead of oakum, their

i seamns are filled with slips of the same bark, of which also
their tackle is made. In these vessels they have no kind
of iron-work whatever, except their anchors. In six days.
sail down the Gulf of Persia, they go to an island called
Bahrein, midway to Ormus, where they fish for pearls du-
ging the four months of june, July, August, and Septem-

er.

I remained
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I remained six months at Basora, in which time I recei-
ved several letters from Mr John Newberry, then at Ormus,
who, as he passed that way, proceeded with letters from her
majesty to Zelabdim Echebar, king of Cambaia,* and to
the mighty Emperor of China, was treacherously there ar-
rested, with all his company, by the Portuguese, and afters
wards sent prisoner to Goa, where, after a long and cruel
imprisonment; he and his companions were released, upon
giving surety not to depart from thence without leave, at
the instance of one Father Thomas Stevens, an English
priest, whom they found there. Shortly afterwards three
of them made their escape, of whom Mr Ralph Fitch is
since come to England. The fourth, who -was Mr John
Story, painter, became a religious in the college of St Paul,
at Goa, as we were informed by letters from that place.

Having completed all our business at Basora, I and my

' companion, William Shales, embarked in company with se-

venty barks, all laden with merchandize; every bark ha-
ving fourteen men to drag it up the river, like our west
country barges on the river Thames; and we were forty-
four days in going up dgainst the stream to Bagdat. We
there, after paying our custom, joined with other merchants,
to form a caravan, bought camels, and hired men to load
and drive them, furnished ourselves with rice, butter, dates,
honey made of dates, and onions ; besides which, every mer-
chant bought a certain number of live sheep, and hired cer-
tain shepherds to drive them along with us. We also

. bought tents to lie in, and to put our goods under; and in

this caravan of ours there were four thousand. camels laden
with spices and other rich goods. These camels can sub-
sist very well for two or three days without water, feeding
on thistles, wormwood, magdalene, and other coarse weeds
they find by the way. The government of the caravans, the
deciding of all quarrels that occur, and the apportionment of
all duties to be paid, are committed to the care of some one
rich and experienced merchant in the company, whose ho-
nour and honesty can best be confidéd in.  'We spent forty
days in our journey from Bagdat to Aleppo, travelling at the
rate of from twenty to twenty-four miles a-day, resting our-
selves commonly from two in the afternoon till three next
morning, at which time we usually began our journey. -

Eight

+ Akbar Shab, padishah or emperor of the Moguls iz India~—E.
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- Fight days journey from Bagdat, near to a town called
Heit, where we cross the Euphrates in boats, and about
three miles from that place, there is a valley in which are
many mouths, or holes, continually throwing out, in great
abundance, a black kind of substance like tar, which serves
all this country for paying their boats and barks.” Every
one of these springs makes a noise like a smith’s forge, con-
tinually puffing and blowing ; and the neise is so loud, that
it may be heard a mile offt This vale swalloweth up all
heavy things that are thrown into it. The people of the
country caﬁs it Bab-el-gehenam, or the gate 6f hell. In pass-
ing through these deserts we saw certain wild beasts, such
as asses, all white, roebucks, leopards, foxes, and many
hares, a considerable number of which last we chaced and
killed. Aborise, the king of the wandering Arabs in these
deserts, receives a duty of 40 shillings value for every loaded
camel, which he sends his officers to receive from the cara-
vans; and, in consideration of this, he engages to convoy
the caravans in safety, if need be, and to defend. them
against the prowling thieves. - ,

I and my companion, William Shales, came to Aleppo on
the 11th June, 1584, being joyfully welcomed at twenty
miles distance by Mr William garret, our consul, accom-
panied by his people and janisaries. He fell sick immedi-
ately after, arid departed this life in eight days illness, ha-
ving nominated, betore he died, Mr Anthony Bate-to suc~
ceeg him as consul for the English nation, who Jaudably exe-
cuted the office for three years. In the mean time, I made
two other journeys to Bagdat and Basora, returning in the
same manner through the desert. Being aftcrwards desi-
rous to see other parts of the country, I went from Aleppo
to Antioch, which is 60 miles, and from thenee to Tripoli,
where, going on board a small vessel, I arrived at Joppa,
and -travelled by land to Rama, Lycia, Gaza, Jerusalem,
Bethlem, " the river Jordan, and the sea of Sodom, and re~
turned te Joppa, from whence I went back to Tripoli; but
as many others have published large discourses of these pla-
cces, 1 think it unnecessary to write of them here. Within
a few days after my return to Tripoli, I embarked in the
Hercules of London, on the 22d December, 1587, and ar-
rived sate, by the blessing of God, in the Thames, with di-
vers other English merchants, on the 26th March, 1588;
our ship being the richest in merchant goods that ever was
‘known to arrive in this realm. )
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. SectioN V., f-@ Y ‘
OFf the Monsoons, or Periodical Winds, with which Ships depart
Srom Place to Place in India. By William Barret.!

It is to be noted, that the city of Goa is the principal
place of all the oriental India, and that the winter begins
there on the 15th of May, with very great rain, and so con-
tinues till the 1st of August ; during which time no ship can
pass the bar of Goa, as, by these continual rains, all the
sands join together near a mountain called Oghane, and run
into the shoals of the bar and port of Goa, having no other
issue, and remain there, so that the port is shut up till the
1st of August; but it opens again on the 10th of August, as
the rains are then ceased, and the sea thus scours away the
sand.

To the northward, as Chaul, Diu, Cambay, Damaun,
Basseen, and other places, the ships depart from Goa be-
tween the 10th and 24th of August; and ships may sail to
these places at all times of the year, except in winter, as al-
ready described. -

Ships depart for Goa from Chaul, Diu, Cambay, and
other parts to the northward, betwixt the 8th and 15th of
January, and come to Goa about the end of February.

"From Diu ships depart for the straits of Mecca, or the
Red-Sea, about the 15th of January, and return from thence
to Diu in the month of August. They likewise depart from
Din for the Red-Sea in the second monsoon, betwixt the

: 25th

* Hakluyt, 1I. 418. .

It appears, from the journal of John Eldred, in the preceding section,
that William Barret was English consul at Aleppo, and died in 1584.

In the immediately preceding article in Hakluyt, vol. I1. p. 406, et seq.,
is a curious account of the money weights and measures of Bagdat, Ba-
sora, Ormus, Goa, Cochin, and Malacca, which we wished to have in-
serted, but found no sufficient data by which to institute a comparison
with the money weights and measures of England, without which they
would have been entirely useless. :

In the present article, the dates are certainly of the old stile, and, to
accommodate these to the present new stile, it may be perhaps right to
add nine days to each for the sixteentli century, or ¢welve days to re-
duce them to corresponding dates of the present nineteenth century.~E.
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-25th of August and 25th of September, and return to Diu
between the 1st and 15th of May following. '

From Socotora, which hath only few ships, they depart
for Ormus about the 10th of August.

About the 15th of September the Moors of the firm land
begin to come to Goa from all parts, as from Ba]afuete,
Bezenegar, Sudalcan, and other places: and they depart
from Goa betwixt the 10th and 15th of November. :

It is to be understood, that, by going to the north, is
meant departing from Goa for Chaul, Diu, Cambay, Da-
maun, Basseen, and other places as far as Sinde; and, b
the south, is meant departing from Goa for Cochin, and
that coast, as far as Cape Comorin. :

In the first monsoon for Ormus, ships depart from Goa
in the month of October, passing with easterly winds along
the coast of Persia. In the second monsoon, the ships de-
part from Goa about the 20th of January, passing by a like
‘course, and with a similar wind ; this second monsoon being
called by the Portuguese the entremonson. There is like-
wise a third monsoon for going from Goa to Ormus, when
ships set out from Goa betwixt the 25th March and 6th
April, having easterly winds, when they set their course for
the coast of Arabia, which they fall in with at Cape Rasal-
gate and the Straits of Ormus. This monsoon is the most
troublesome of all, for they make two navigations in the la-
titude of Ceylon, somewhat Jower than six degrees.

The first monsoon. from Ormus for Chaul and Gos is in

the month of September, with the wind at north or north-
east. The second is between the 25th and 30th of Decem-
ber, with like winds. In the third, ships leave Ormus be-
tween the Ist and 15th of April, with the wind at south-
east, east, or north-east, when they coast along Arabia from
Cape Mosandon to Cape Rasalgate; and after losing sight of
Rasalgate, they have westerly winds which carry them to
Chaul and Goa. But if they do not leave Ormus on or be-
fore the 25th of April, they must winter at Ormus, and wait
the first monsoon in September. ’

The first monsoon from Ormus to Sinde is between the

15th and 20th of April; the second between the 10th and
. 20th

® This is by no weans obvious; but means, perhaps, that they are
obliged to bear away so far scuth, owing o tlie wind not allowing a di-
rect passaze,—E,
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20th of October,. From Ormus ships depart for the Red-
Sea in all January.

From Goa for Calicut, Cochin, Ceylon, and other places
to the southward, the ships depart from the 1st to the 15th
of August, and find these seas navigable'all the year, except
in winter, that is, from the 15th May to the 10th August.
In like manner, ships can go from these places to Goa every
time of the year except in winter; but the best time is in
the months of December, January, and February.

- In the first monsoon from Goa for Pegu, the ships depart
from Goa between the 15th and 20th of April, and winter
at San Thome, whence they sail for Pegu after the 5th of

August. In.the second, they leave Goa between the 8th and .

24th of August, going direct for Pegu; but, if they pass
the 24th of August, they cannot make out their voyage that
monsoon, and must wait till next April. It may be noti-
ced, that the best trade for Pegu is to take ryals and -pate-
choni to San Thome, and there purchase Tellami, which is
fine cotton cloth, of which great quantities are made in Co-
romandel. © Other merchandize is not good in Pegu, ex-
cept a few dozens of very fair oriental emeralds; Gold, sil-
ver, and rubies are in Pegu sufficiently abundant. In co-
ming from Pegu for Western India, ships sail between the
15th and 25th of January, and come to Goa about the 25th
of March, or beginning of April. If it pass the 10th of
May before reaching Goa, ships cannot reach Goa that
monsoon ; and if they have not then made the coast of In-
dia, they will with much peril fetch San Thome.

In the first monsoon for Malacca, the ships leave Goa be-
tween the 15th and 30th of September, and reach Malacca
about the end of October, In the second, they leave Goa
about the 5th of May, and arrive at Malacca about the 15th
of June. In the first monsoon from Malacca for Goa, they
leave Malacca about the 10th September, and come to Goa
about the end of October. In the second, they leave Ma~
lacca about the 10th February, and reach Goa about the
end of March. If any ship is detained on this voyage till
the 10th May, they cannot enter the harbour of Goa ; and,
if they have not then got to Cochin, they must return to
Malacca, as the winter and the contrary winds then come on.

Ships sail from Goa for China in the month of April;
and they must sail in such time from China as to reach Goa
before the 10th of May. If not then arrived, they must put

‘ back
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back to Cochin; and if not able to get in there, must go to
Malacca to winter. :

Ships going from Goa for the Moluccas must sail on or
before the 10th or 15th May; afier which period they can-
not pass the bar of Goa: and the ships returning from the
Moluccas usually reach Goa about the 15th of April.

The ships from Portugal for India usually depart between
the 10th and 15th of March, going direct for the coast of
Melinda and Mozambique, which they reach in July, whence
they proceed to Goa. Ifthey do not reach the coast of Me-
linda in July, they cannot fetch Melinda that year, but must
return to the island of St Helena. If they are unable to
make that island, then they run as lost on the coast of Gui-
nea. If they reach the coast of Melinda in time, and set
forwards for Goa, but are unable to make that port by the
15th September, they then go to Cochin; bat, if unable to
get into Cochin, they must return and winter on the coast
of Mozambique. - Yet, in the year 1580, the ship San Lo-
renzo arrived there on the 8th of October, sore tempest-beat-

. en, to the great admiration of every one, as the like had

not been seen before. -
The ships bound for Portugal leave Cochin between th
15th and 31st January, steering for Cabo de buona Speran-

za, and the isle of St Helena, which island is about midway,

being in lat. 16° 8. It is a small island, but fruitful of all
things, with great store of fruit, and gives great succour to
the ships homeward-bound from' India’ to Portugal. 1Itis
not long since that island was discovered, by a ship that
came from the Indies in a great storm. They found in it
such abundance of wild beasts and boars, and all sorts of
fruit, that, by these means, this ship, which had been four
months at sea, was wonderfully refreshed both with food
and water. It received its name because discovered on the
day of St-Helen. This island is so great a succour to the
Portuguese ships, that many.of -them would surely perish
if it were not for the aid: they get here. For this reason,
the King of Portugal caused a church to be built here to
the honour of St Helena, where only two hermits reside,
all others being forbidden to inhabit there, that the ships
may be the better supplied with victuals, as on coming
from India they are usually but slenderly provided, because
no corn grows there, nor do they make any wine. The
ships which go from Portugal for India do not toucf{) there,

ecause
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because, on leaving Portugal, they are fully provided with
bread and water for eight months. No other person can
inhabit St Helena except the two hermits, or perchance
some sick person who may be-left there onshore under the
care of the hermits, for his belp and recovery.

- Ships depart from Goa for Mozambique between the

~ 10th and 15th of January ; and from Mozambique for Goa

between the 8th and 31st August, arriving at Chaul or Goa
time in October, or til} the 15th of November.
{?‘rom Ormus ships bound for Bengal depart between the
15th and 20th of June, going to winter at Teve? whence
they resume their voyage for Bengal about the 15th of Au-
gust.

SECTION VI.

First Vo ga«re qf the Entrlzsk to Indza in 1591 ; begun by Cap-

tain (reorge Raymond, and completed by . Captam James
Lancaster.

IN‘I‘RODUCTION .

¢ We have at leDO'th arrived at the period when- the
English began to visit “the East Indies in their own “ships;

this voyage of Captain Raymond, or, if you will, Lancaster,

being the first of the kind ever performed by them.  From
thls year, therefore, 1591, the. oriental navigations of the

-English are to be dated ; they did not push them with any
,wgour till the begmmng of the next century, when they be-
- gan to pursue the commerce of. India with anwearied dili-

gence and success, as will appear from the narrauves in r.he

-next succeeding chapler.

¢ As for Captain Raymond, his ship was separated near
Cape Corientes, on the eastern coast of Africa, from the
other two,* and was never heard of more during the voyage,
so that, whether he performed the voyage, or was lost by
the way, does not appear from Hakluyt from whose si-
. lence,

! Hakluyt, I1. 286. Astley, 1. 285.
2 This is a singular oversight in the editor of Astley’s Collection, as by

that time there were only two ships, the Royal Merchant having been
sent home from Saldanha bay.—E, :
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lence, however, nothing can be certainly concluded either
way, for reasons that will appear in the sequel’.”— Astley.
The full title of this voyage in Hakluyt’s Collection is
thus: “ A Voyage with three tall ships, the Penelope, Ad-
miral ; the Merchant-Royal, Vice-Admiral; and the Ed-
.ward Bonadventure, Rear-Admiral, to the East Indies, by
way of the Cape of Buona Speranza, to Quitangone, near
Mozambique, to the isles of Comoro and Zanzibar, on the
backside- of Africa, and beyond Cape Comorin, in India, to
the isles of Nicobar, and of Gomes Palo, within two leagues
of Sumatra, to the Islands of Pulo Pinaom, and thence to
the Mainland of Malacca; begun by Mr George Raymond
in the year 1591, and performed by Mr James Lancaster,
and written from the mouth of Edmund Barker of Ipswich,
]his Lieutenant in-the said Voyage, by Mr Ricbard Hak-
uyt"’ .
This voyage is chiefly remarkable as being the first ever
attempted by the English to India, though not with any
view of trade, as its only object seems to have been to com~-
mit privateering depredations upon the Portuguese trading
ships in India, or, as we would now call them, the country
ships, which were employed in trading between Goa and
the settlements to the eastwards. It is unnecessary here to
point out the entire disappointment of the adventurers, or
‘the disastrous conclusion of the expedition, as these are
clearly related by Mr Edmund Barker. This article is fol-
lowed by a supplementary account of the same voyafe, by
John May, one of the people belonging to the Edward Bon-
adventure, who relates some of the occurrences rather differ-
-ently from Edmund Barker, or rather gives some informa- :
-tion that Mr Barker seems to have wished to conceal. For g
these reasoms, and because of some farther adventures in a
French ship in which May embarked, it has been thought
proper to insert that narrative in our collection.—E.

g ® g e ¢ S

Our fleet, consisting of three tall ships, the Penelope,
Merchant-Royal, and Edward Bonadveniure, sailed from
Plymouth the .0th April, 1591, and arrived at the Canary
Islands on 25th of that month, whence we again took our
departure on the 29th. The 2d May we were in the lati~
tude ot Cape Blanco, and passed the tropic of Cancer on
the 5th. All this time we had a fair wind at north-east, sail-

e B ing
3 These promised reasons no  where appear.—E.,
¢ T
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ing always before the wind, till the 18th May, when we came
within eight degrees of the line, where we met a contra
wind. We lay off and on from that time till the 6th June,
when we crossed the equinoctial line. While thus laying
off and “on, we captured a Portuguese caravel, laden by
some merchants of Lisbon for Brasil, in which vessel we
got about 60 tons of wine, 1200 jars of oil, 100 jars of olives,
some barrels of capers, three vats of pease, and various
other necessaries fit for our voyage; the wine, oil, olives,
and capers, being more valuable to us than gold.

We had two men died before passing the line, and seve-
ral sick, who first became unwell in these hot climates, as
it is wonderfully unwholsome from 8° N. lat. to. the equa~
tor at that season of the year; for we had nothing but tor-
nadoes,* with such thunder, lightning, and rain, that we
could not keep our men dry three hours together; which,
with scanty cloathing to shift them, and living entirely cn
salt provisions, occasioned an infection among them. After
passing the line, we had the wind continually at east-south-
east, which carried us along the coast of Brasil, at 100
! es from the land, till we were in lat. 26° S. when we
had the wind from the north; at which time we estimated
the Cape of Good Hope to bear E. by S. 900 or 1000
leagues distant. . . :

n passing this great gulf from the coast of Brasil to the
Cape of Good Hope, we had the wind often variable, as it is

on our own coast, but, for the most part, so as that we could:

hold our course. The 28th of July we had sight of the
Cape; and till the 31st we plied off and on, with a contrary
-wind, always in hopes to double the Cape, meaning to have
one 70 leagues farther, to a place calied 4guada de San
%ms, before seeking to put in at any harbour. Butas our
men were sick in all our ships, we thought it good to seek
some place of refreshment for them ; wherefore we bore up
with the lIand to the northward of the Cape, on the west
coast of Africa; and going along shore, we espied a goodly
bay,. having an island to leeward of its mouth, into which
we entered, and found it very commodious to ride in at an-
chor. This bay is called dguada de Saldanka, being in
lat. 33° S. 15 leagues northward on this side from the
: ‘ Cape;;

4 Tornado signifies 2 storm, during which the wind shifts about, or
-turns to all pomts of the compass.— L.
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Cape ;S and in it we anchored on Sunday the 1st August,
and immediately sent our sick men on shore.

Certain very brutish black savages came to them, but
would not stay, and immediately retircd. For the space of
15 or 20 days, we could procure no fresh provisions, except
some cranes and geese which we shot ; and we could get no
fish but mussels and other shell-fish, which we gathered on
the rocks. At the end of this time, our admiral went one
day with his pinnace to the island off the mouth of the bay,
where he found great numbers of peuguins and seals, of
which he brought plenty with him to the +hips, and twice

afterwards some of our people brought their boats loaded

with these animals. After we had becn here some time, we
got hold of a negro, whom we compelled to go along with
us into the country, making signs to him to procure us
some cattle; but not being able at this time to come in
sight of any, we let the negro go, giving him some trifling
presents.® Within eight days after, he and 30 or 40 other ne-

groes brought us down about 40 oxen and as many sheep, at.

which time we only bought a few of them ; but, about eight

days afterwards, they brought down as mhny more, when

we bought 24 oxen -and as many sheep. The oxen were
large and well-fleshed, but not fat; and we bought an ox
for two knives, and a stirk, or young beast, for one knife.
The sheep are very large, and excellent mutton, having
hair instead of wool, and great tails like those of Syria.
‘We gave a knife for a sheep, and even got some for less
value. We saw various wild beasts, as antilopes, red and
fallow deer, and other large beasts, which we knew not,

~ with a great number of overgrown monkies or baboons.
g g

Mr Lancaster killed an antilope as large as a young colt.
Holding a consultation in respect to the prosecution of
our voyage, it was thought best to proceed rather with two
ships well manned, than with two weakly manned, having
only 198 men in sound health, of whom 100 went in the
Penelope with our admiral, and 98 in the Edward, with
the worshipful Captain Lancaster. We left behind 50 men
in

S [t will appear distinctly in the sequel of these early voyages, that
this Aguada de Saldanha, called likewise Saldanha or Saldania bay, was
that now named Table bay, on which stands Cape Town, and not that
which is now called Saldanha bay, which is ten or twelve leagues farther
north, and on the same western coast of Africa.—E.

$ This negro must, of course, have been 2 Hotentot~E. .

3
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in the Royal Merchant; Captain Abraham Kendal, of
whom a good many were well recovered. thinking proper,
for many reasons, to send home that ship. The disease
that consumed our men was the scurvy. Our soldiers,
who had not been used to the sea, held out best, while our
mariners dropt away, which, in my judgment, proceeded
from their evil diet at home. .

Six days after sending home. the Royal Merchant from
Saldanha bay, our admiral, Captain Raymond, in the Pene-
lope, and Captain James Lancaster in the Edward Bonad-
venture, set forward to double the Cape of Good Hope,
which they now did very readily. When we had passed as
far as Cape Corientes, on the east coast of Africa, at the
entry into the channel of Mozambique, we encountered a
dreadful storm, with excessive gusts of wind, during which
we lost sight of our admiral, and could never hear of him
nor his ship more, though we used our best endeavours to
seek him, by plying up and down a long while, and after-
wards staid for him several days at the island of Comoro,
which we had appointed our rendezvous in case of separa-
tion. Four days after this unfortunate separation, we had
a tremendous clap of thunder at ten o’clock one morning,
which slew four of our men outright, without speaking one
word, their necks being wrung asunder. Of 94 other men,
not one remained untouched, some being struck blind, some
bruised in their arms and legs, others in their breasts, so
that they voided blood for two days: some were as it.were
drawn out in length, as if racked. But, God be praised,
they all recovered, except the four men who.were struck
dead. With the same flash of lightning our mainmast was
terribly split from the head to the deck, some of the spikes
that went ten inches into the wood being melted by the fer-
vent heat.

From thence? we shaped our course north-east, and not
long afterwards fell in with the north-west point® of the
island of St Lawrence, or Madagascar, which, by God’s
blessing, one of our men espied late in the evening by moon-~

VOL. VIII. B : light.

7 The place of shaping this course is by no means obvious. It could
not be from Comoro, which is farther north than the north end of Ma-
dagascar, and was therefore probably from near Cape Corientes.—E.

® From the sequel, the text is certainly not accurate in this place, as
they were not so far as this cape by 100 leagues. It probably was Cape
St Andrews.—E,
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light. Seeing from afar the breaking of the sea, he called
to some of his comrades, asking what it meant, when they
told him it was the sea breaking upon shoals or rocks, upon
which we put about ship in good time, to avoid the danger
we were like to have incurred. Continuing our voyage, it
was our lot to overshoot Mozambique, ans to fall in with

Quitangone, two leagues farther north, where we took three
or four barks belonging to the Moors, laden with millet,
hens, and ducks, going as provisions for Mozambique, and
having one Portuguese boy on board. These barks are
ealled pangaias in their language. .

. Within a few days after, we came to an island called Co-
moro, which we found exceedingly populous, the inhabit-
ants being tawny Moors, of good stature, but very treach-
erous, and requiring to be sharply looked after. Being de-
sirous of procuring fresh water, of which we stood in great
need, we sent sixteen of our men, well armed, on shore,

whom the natives allowed very quietly to land and take the-

water. A good many of them came on board, along with
their king, who was dressed in a gown of crimson satin,
reaching to the knee, pinked after the Moorish fashion.
‘We entertained him in the best manner we could, and had

some conference with him as to the state of the place and .-

merchandise, using the Portugnese boy we had taken as
our interpreter. We then dismissed the kin§l and his com-
pany courteously, and sent our boat on shore again for
water, when also they dispatched their business quietly, and
returned. A third time the boat went for the same purpose,
and returned unmolested. We now thought ourselves suf-
ficiently provided; but our master, William Mace, of Rat-
cliff; pretending that it might be long before we should find
any good watering-place, would needs go again on shore,
much against the wil’ of our captain. He went according-
ly with sixteen men in a boat, which were all we had, other
sixteen of our men being on shore with our other boat,
washing their clothes, directly over agaiust our ship. The.
perfidious Moors attacked ali these men, who were mostly
slain in our sight, while we could not yield them the smallest
aid, as we had now ro boat.

Going from thence with heavy hearts on the 7th Novem-
ber, we shaped our course for the island of Zanzibar, where
we arrived shortly after, and there made ourselves a new

boat, of such boards as we had in our ship. We continued -

here
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here till the 15th of February, 1591, during which time we
saw several pangaias, or boats, of the Moors, which are
inned with wooden pins, and sewed -together with cords
. made of the palmito, and caulked with the husks of the
cocoa-nut, beaten into a substance like oakum. At length
a Portuguese pangaia came out of the harbour of Zanzibar,
where they have a small factory, and sent 8 Moor to us who
had been christened, bringing with him a letter in a canoe,
in which they desired to know what we wére, and what was
our business. We sent them back word that we were Eng-
Lishmen, who had come from Don Antonio, upon business
to his friends in the East Indies. They returned with this
answer to their factory, and would never more look near
us. Not long after this we manned our boat, and took a
panggia belonging to the Moors, in which was one of their
priests, called in their language a sherife,? whom we used
very courteously. The king took this in very good part,
having his priests in high estimation, and-furnished us with
two months’ provisions for his ransom, during all which
time we detained him on board. From these Moors we
were informed of the false and spiteful dealing of the Por-
tuguese towards us, as they had given out we were barba-
rous people, and canibals, desiring the Moors, as they loved
their safety, not to come near us; using these contrivances
to cut us off from all knowledge of the state and commerce
of the country. »

‘While we rode from the end of November till the middle
of February in this harbour, which has sufficient water for
a ship of 500 tons, we one day attempted to take a Portu-
guese pangaia; but as our boat -was so small that our men
had not room to move, and as they were armed with ten
good guns, like fowling-pieces, we were not able to take
them. For the excellence of its harbour and watering-
place; its plenty of fish, of which we took great store with
our nets; for sundry sorts of fruits, as cocoa-nuts and others,
which were brought to us in abundance by the Moors; and
for oxen and poultry, this place is well worth being care-.
fully sought after by such of our ships as shall hereafter
pass this way; but our people -had good-need to beware of
the Portuguese. 'While we lay here their admiral of the

: coast,

9 Sherify sharif, in Arabic, more properly denotes one of the des
scendants of Mahomet.—Astl 1. 257. b.
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coast, from Melinda to Mozambique, came to view us, and
would have taken our boat, if he had found an opportunrity.
He was in a galley frigate, or armed pinnace, with eight or
-nine oars of a side. Ve were advertised of the strength of
this galley, and their treacherous intentiéns, by an Arabian
Moor, who came frequentliy to us from the King of Zanzi-
bar, about the delivery of the priest, and afterwards by ano-
ther Moor. whom we carried from thence along with us:
for, wheresoever we came, we took care to get one or two
of the natives into our hands, to learn the languages and
-conditions of the parts at which we touched.

» Wehad at this place another thunder clap, which shiver-
ed our foremast very much, which we fished and repaired
with timber from the shore, of which there is aburndance,
the trees being about forty feet high, the wood red-and
tough, and, as I suppose, a kind of cedar. At this place our
surgeon, Mr Arnold, negligently caught a great heat, or
stroke of the sun, in his head, while on land with the mas~
ter in search of oxen, owing to which he fell sick, and short-
ly died, though he might have been cured by letting blood
before the disease had settled. Before leaving this place we
procured some thousand weight of pitch, or rather a grey
and white gum, like frankincense, as clammy as turpentine,
which grows black when melted, and very brittle; but we
mixed it with oil, of which we had 300 jars from the prize
taken to the north of the equator, not far from Guinea. Six
days before leaving Zanzibar, the head merchant of the fac-
tory sent a letter to our captain, in fricndship, as he pre-
tended, requesting a jar of wine, a jar of oil, and two or
three pounds of gunpowder. This letter he sent by a negro
servant and a Moor, in a canoe. Qur captain sent him all
he asked by the Moor, but took the negro along with us,
as we understood he had been formerly in the Indies, and
knew something of the country. By this negro we were ad-
vertised of a small bark of some thirty tons, called a_junco by
the Moors, which was come hither from Goa, laden with

pepper for the factory, and for sale in that kingdom.
Having put our ship into as goed order as we could,
while we lay in the road of Zanzibar, we set sail for India
on the 15th of February, 1592, as said before, intending,
if we could, to have reached Cape Comorin, the head-land,
or promontory, of the main-land of Malabar, and there to
have lain off and on for such ships as should pass from Cey-
lon,

!
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lon, San Thome, Benga.l, Pegu, Malacca, the Moluccas, -

China, or Japan, which ships are full of wealth and riches.
But in our course we were much deceived by the currents,
which set into the gulf of Arabia, all along the coast of
-Melinda ; and the winds so scanted upon us from the east
and north-east, that we could not get off, and set us to the
northward, within fourscore leagues of Socotoro, far from
our destined course. During all this time we niever wanted
dolphins, bouitos, and flying fishes. Finding ourselves thus
far to the northward, and the season being far spent, we
determined upon going to the Red Sea, or the island of
Socotoro, both for refreshment and to look out for some
purchase, (prize). But, while in this mind, the wind for-
tunately sprang up at north-west, and carried us direct for
Cape Comorin. .

Before doubling that cape, it was our intention to touch
at the islands of Mamale,’® in 12° of N. lat. at one of which
we were informed we might procure provisions. But it was
not our luck to find it, partly by the obstinacy of our mas-
ter; for the day before we should have fallen in with part
of these islands, the wind shifted to the south-west, and we
missed finding it. As the wind now became more southerly,
we feared not being able to double the cape, which would
have greatly hazarded our being cast away upon the coast
of Malabar, the winter season and western monsoon being

already come in, which monsoon continues on that coast .

till August. But.it pleased God that the wind came about
more westerly, so that in May, 1592, we happily doubled
Cape Comorin, without being in sight of the coast of India.
Having thus doubled the cape, we directed our course for
the islands of Nicobar, which lie north and south with the
western part of Sumatra, and in lat. 7° N.** We ran from
Cape Comorin to the meridian of these islands in six days,
having a very large wind, though with foul weather, exces-
sive rain, and gusts of wind.
Through the negligence of our master, by not taking due
: observation

. Perhaps the Maldives are here meant’ but the northern extremity
of that group is in lat. 7° N., and the latitude of 10°, which reaches to
the southernmost of the Lakedives, is very far out of the way for dou-
bling Cape Comorin.—E.

** The Nicobar Islands are in 8° N.; but Great Sambelong is in the
latitude mentioned in the text, and may bave been considered as belong-
ing to the Nicobar group.~E.
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observation of the south star, we missed these islands, fall-
ing to the southward of them, within sight of the islands of
Gomes Polo,™ immediately off the great island of Sumatra,
it being then the 1st of June ; and we lay two or three days
becalmed at the north-east side of these islands, hoping to
have procured a pilot from the island of Sumatra, which
was in sight, within two leagues of us. Winter now coming
on, with-much tempestuous weather, we directed our course
for the islands of Pulo Pinao:™ it is to be noted that Pulo,
in the Malayan language, signifies island. We arrived there
early in June, and cdme to anchor in a very good harbour
between three islands. At this time our men were very sick,
and many of them fallen; and we determined to remsain
bere till the winter were well over. This place is in’'lat. 5°
15" N. and about five leagues from the main land, between
Malacca and Tanaserim, belonging to Pegu. :

We remained at this place till the end of Au%ust, our
refreshments being very small, consisting only of oysters,
growing on the rlgci; great wilks, or conchs, and a few fish,
which we took with hooks and lines. We landed our sick
upon one of these uninhabited islands, for-the sake of their
heahh, yet twenty-six of them died here, among whom was
John Hall, our master, and Rainald Golding, a merchant
of much honesty and discretion. There are sbundance of
trees in these islands of white wood, so tall and straight as
to be well fitted for masts, being often an hundred feet long.
‘When winter was past, and our ship fitted for going to sea,
we had only now remaining thirty-three men and one boy,
twenty-two only of whom were sound and fit for labour,
and not above a third even of these were mariners. Being
under the necessity of seeking some place for refreshments,
we went over to the main-land of Malacca, and came next
day to anchor in a bay two leagues from the shore. Then
our captain, Mr James Lancaster, with his lieutenant, Mr
Edmund Barker, the author of this narrative, having man-
ned the boat, went on shore, to see if we could fall in with
any inhabitants. On landing, we could see the tracks of

some barefooted people, who had been there not long be- -

fore,

2 Probably the islands now called Pulo Brasse, and Pulo Way.—E.

'3 Most probably the same with Pulo Pinang, now called Prince of
Wales’s Island : the Portuguese orthography being used in the text, in-

which language ao, or rather aom, as in the next section, has our sound
of ang~—E.
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fore, for their fire was still burning; yet we could see no

eople, nor any living creature, except a fowl called ox-
gird, being a grey sea-bird, in colour like a snipe, but dif-
ferent in the beak. Being by no means shy, we killed about
eight dozen of them with small shot, and having spent the
day fruitlessly, we went on board in the evening.

About two o'clock next day we saw a canoe, in which
were about sixteen naked Indians, who came near us, but
would not come on board; yet, going afterwards on shore,
we had some friendly converse with them, and they pro-
mised to bring us victuals. Next morning we espied three
ships, all of them about sixty or seventy tons burden, one
of which surrendered even to our boat; and understanding
that they-were of the city of Martaban, a chief sea-port of
the great city of Pegu, and that the goods belonged to some
Portuguese jesuits, and a biscuit-baker of that nation, we
took that ship; but as the other two were laden on account
of merchants of Pegu, we let them go. Having this other
along with us, we came to anchor together at night; and
in the night time all her men, being mostly natives of Pegu,
fled away in their boat, except twelve, whom we.had taken
on board our ship. Next day we weighed anchor, and went
to leeward of an island hard by, where we took out her
lading of pepper,- which they had taken on board at Pera,
a place on the main-land, thirty leagues to the south. We
likewise stopt another ship of Pegu, laden with pepper ; but
finding her cargo to belong to native merchants of Pegu,
we dismissed her untouched.

- -Having employed- about ten days in removing the goods
from the prize into our own ship, and our sick men bein

greatly refreshed and strengthened by the relief we hag
found in the prize, we weighed anchor about the beginning

-of September, determining to run into the straits of Ma-

lacca, to the islands called Pulo Sambilam, about forty-five
leagues north from the city of Molucca, past which islands
the Portuguese ships must necessarily pass on their voyages
from Goa, or San Thome, for the Moluccas, China, or Ja-
.pan. After cruizing off and on here for about five days, we
-one Sunday espied a Portuguese ship of 250 tons, from Ne-
gapatnam, a town on the main-land of India, opposite the

".northern end of Ceylon, laden with rice for Malacca, and

took her that night. Captain Lancaster ordered her cap-
tain and master on board our ship, and sent me, Edmund
: Barker,
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Barker, his lieutenant, with seven men, to take charge of
the prize. We came to anchor in thirty fathoms, as in all
that channel there is good anchorage three or four leagues
from shore :

While thus at anchor, and keeping out a light for the
Edward, another Portuguese ship of 400 tons, belonging to
San Thome, came to anchor hard by us. The Edward had
fallen to-leeward, for want of a sufficient number of men to
handle her sails, and was not able next morning to fetch up
to this other ship, until we who were in the prize went in
our boat to help her. We then made sail towards the ship
of San Thome: but our ship was so foul that she escaped
us. We then took out of our prize what we thought might
be useful to us, after which we liberated her with all her
men, except a pilot and four Moors, whom we detained to
assist in navigating the Edward. 'We continued to cruize
here till the 6th of October, at which time we met the galeon
of the captain of Malacca, a ship of 700 tons, coming from
Goa. After shooting at her many times, we at lenath shot
through her main-yard, on which she came to anchor and
surrendered. We then commanded the captain, master,
pilot, and purser to come on board our ship; but only the
captain came, accompanied by one soldier, saying that the
others would not come, unless sent for; but having got to
some distance from us in the evening, all the people of the
ship, to the number of about 300, men, women, and chil-
dren, got on shore in two great boats, and we saw no more
of them. _ . . :

‘When we came on board, we found she was armed with
sixteen brass cannon. She had 3600 butts of wine, Canary,
Nipar wine, which is made of the palm-trees, and raisin-
wine, which is very strong. - She had likewise an assortment
of all kind of haberdashery wares; as hats, red caps, knit of
Spanish wool, knit worsted stockings, shoes, velvets, camb-
lets, and silks ; abundance of suckets, (sweet-meats,) rice,
Venice glasses, papers full of false and counterfeit stones,

 brought from Venice by an Italian, wherewith to deceive
the rude Indiars, abundance of playing cards, two or three
bales of French paper, and sundry other things. Vi'hat be-
came of the treasure usually brought in this vessel, in ryals
of plate, we could not learn. After the mariners had pil-
laged this rich ship in a disorderly manner, as they refused
to unlade the excellent wines into the Edward, Captain
Lancaster
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Lancaster abandoned the prize, letting her drive at sea,
after taking out of her the choicest of her goods.

Being afraid that we miht be attacked by a greatly su-
perior force from Malacca, we now departed from the
neighbourhood of the Sambilam islands, and went to a bay
in the kingdom of Junkseylon, between Malacca and Pegu,
in the lat. of 8° N. We here sent on shore the soldier who
had been left on board our ship by the captain of the galeon,
because he could speak the Malay language, to deal with
the people for pitch, of which we were in much need, which
he did very faithfully, procuring two or three quintals, with
promise ot more, and several of the natives came off along
with him to our ship. We sent commodities to their king,
to barter for ambergris and the horns of the abath, the
trade in both of which articles is monopolized by the king
of this country. This abatk is a beast having only one horn
in her forehead, thought to be the female unicorn, and the
horn is highly prized by all the Moors in those parts, s a
most sovereign remedy against poison.”* We got two or
three of these horns, and a reasonabie quantity of amber-
gris. At length the king was disposed to detain the Portu-~

ese soldier and our merchandise treacherously; but he
told the king that we had gilt armour, shirts of mail, and
halberts, which things they prize greatly, and in hope of
procuring some of these he was allowed to return on
board.”

o . o~
Leaving this coast, we returned in sight of Sumatra, and

‘went thence to the islands of Nicobar, which we found inha-

bited by Moors. After we came to anchor, the people came
daily on board in their canoes, bringing fowls, cocoas, plan-
tains, and other fruits; and within two days they brought
ryals of plate, which they gave us in exchange for calicut
cloth. They find these ryals by diving for them in the sea,
having been there lost in two Portuguese ships not long be-
fore, that were cast away when bound for-China. In their
fanguage the cocoz-nut is called calambo; the plantain, pisor;
a hen, jam; a fish, iccan; and a hog, babee. Departing
. from

4 This Abuth, or Abadia, is the Rhinoceros Monoceros, or One-horn-
ed Rhinoceros. The virtue of the horn, mentioned in the text, is altc-
gether imaginary.—E. :

*> At this place Hakluyt makes the following remark on the margin :—
¢ Some small quantity of these things might be carried out to pleasurg
those kings.” .
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. from the Nicobar Islands on the 21st November, we made
sail for the island of Ceylon, where we arrived about the 3d
December, 1592, and anchored on its south side, in six
fathoms water, but lost our anchor, as the ground was foul
and rocky. We then ran along the south-west side of the
island, and anchored at a place called Punta del Galle,
meaning to remain there in waiting for the Bengal fleet of
seven or eight ships, the Pegu fleet of two or three, and the
ships from Tanaserim, a great bay to the south of Marta- :
ban, in the kingdom of Siam, which ships, according to
different informations we had got, were expected to come
this way within fourteen days, with commodities for the
caraks, which usually depart from Cochin, on the home-
ward voyage, about the middle of January.

The commedities of the ships which come from Bengal
are, fine pavilions for beds, wrought quilts, fine cotton cloth,
pintadus, (painted chintz,) and other fine goods, together
with rice; and they usually make this voyage twice a year.
‘The ships from Pegu bring the most precious jewels, as
rubies and diamonds; but their principal lading is rice and
certain cloths, Those from Tanaserim are chiefly freighted
with rice and Nipar wine, which is very strong, and as
colourless as rock water, with a somewhat whitish tinge,
-and very hot in taste, like aqua vite.*®* We came to anchor

at Punta Galle, in foul ground, so that we lay all that night 4
a-drift, having only two anchors left, which were in the L]
hold, and had no stocks. Upon this our men took occasion 5
to insist upon going home, our captain at that time being g
very sick, and more likely to die than recover. In the H
morning we set our foresail, meaning to bear up to the g
northward, standing off and on to keep away from the ‘cur- -t
rent, which otherwise would bave set us to the south, away
from all known land. When the foresail was set, and we %

were about to hand our other sails, to accomplish our be-
fore-mentioned purpose, our men uranimously declared that
they would stay no louger in this country, and insisted up-
on directing our course fur England; and as they would
listen to no persuasions, the captain was under the necessity E
of giving way to their demand, leaving all hope of the great

-possibility we had of making some rich prizes.
Accordingly, on the 8th of December, 1592, we made
sail

18- Most probably what we now call arrack is here meant.—E.
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sail for the Cape of Good. Hope, passing the Maldive
Islands, and leaving the great island of St Lawrence to
" starboard, or on our right hand; we passed its southern
end in lat, 26° S. In our passage from the island of St
Lawrence, or Maddgascar, to the main-land of Africa, we
found immense quantities of bonitos and albicores, which
are large fishes, and of which our captain, who was now re-
cuverege&om his sickamess, took as many with a hook in two
or three hours as would have served forty persons a whole
day. This skole of fish continued with us for five or six
weeks, in all which time we took every day as many as suf-
ficed our whole company, which was no small refreshment
to us. - : :

In February, 1593, we fell in with the eastern coast of
Africa, at a place called Baia de 4goa, something more
than 100 leagues to the north-east of the Cape of Good
Hope; and having contrary winds, we spent a month before
we could double the cape. After doubling that cape in
"March, we steered for the island of St Helena, where we
arrived on thre 3d of April, and remained there to our great
comfort nineteen days, in which time several individuals
amongst us caught thirty sizeable congers in a day, with
other rock fish, and some bonitos. . E Edmund Barker,
wernt one day on shore, with four or five Peguers and our
surgeon, where I found an Englishman in a house near the
chapel, one John Segar, of Bury, in Suffolk, who was left
there eighteen months before by Abraham Kendal, who
put in there with the Royal Merchant, and who left him
there to refresh on the island, being like to perish on ship-
board. At our coming he was fresh in colour, and seemed
in perfect health.of body; but he was crazed in mind, and
half out of his wits, as appeared afterwards. Whether it
was that he was terrified at our arrival, not knowing at first
whether we were friends or foes, or if sudden joy so affected
him on finding again his countrymen and old comrades, I
know not, but he became quite light headed, and during
eight days and nights he could not get any natural rest, so
that he died for lack of sleep. At this place two of our men
recovered their health in a short time, one of whom was
~ diseased with the scurvy, and the other had been nine
months sick of the flux. We found abundance of green figs,
fine oranges and lemons, plenty of goats and hogs, and

numbers of partridges, pintados, and other wild fowls.
Having
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Having now supplied the ship-with fresh water, and
having some store of fish, our discontented mariners insist-
ed upon resuming the voyage home; and our captain, be-
ing inclined to go for Fernambuco, in Brasil, agreed to
their request. We departed therefore from St Helena
about the 1%th April, 1593, directing our course for the
Brasils; and next day, on calling the sailors to finish a
foresail they had then in hand, some of them declared they
would not put their hands to any thing, unless the ship’s
course was directed for England; so that he was obliged to
follow their humour, henceforwards directing our course
towards our own country, which we continued to do till we
came to lat. 8° N. between the equator and which latitude
we spent about six weeks, with perpetual calms or contrary
winds from the north, sometimes north-east and north-west ;
owing to which loss of time, and our small store of provi-
sions, we were very doubtful of being able to keep our
course. At this time some of our men became very mutinous,
threatening to break up other people’s chests, to the entire
consumption of our provisions and ourselves ; for every man
had now his-share of provisions in his own custody, that
they might know what they had to trust to, and husband
that the more thriftily. ’ I

Anxious to prevent the occurrence of absolute famine,
and being informed by one of the ship’s company who had
been at the island of Trinidada, in a voyage with Mr
Chudlei, and that we might be sure of having provisions
there, our captain directed the course ‘or that island ; but
not knowing the currents, we overshot it in the night, get-
ting into the gulf of Paria, in which we were for eight days,
unzble to get out again, as the current constantly set 1n,
and our ship was often in three fathoms water. At length
the current put us over to the western side of the gulf;
under the main-land, so that by keeping close in shore, and
having the wind off the land in the night, we got out to the
northward. Being now clear, we came in four or five days
to the isle of }iona, where we anchored and remained about
eighteen days, during which time the Indians of Mona gave
us some victuals. In the mean time there arrived a French
ship of Caen, in Normandy, of which one Monsieur de
Barbaterre was captain, from whom we bought two butts
of wine, with some bread, and other provisions. We then
watered and repaired our ship, stopping a great leak that

sprung
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sprung.upon us w}_lilc beating out of the gqlf of Paria; and
being thus in readiness for sea, we determined upon going
to the island of Newfoundland: but, before we could put
this in execution, there arose a great storm from the north,
which drove us from our anchor, and forced us to the south-
wards of San Domingo. We were that night in great dan-
ger of shipwreck upon an island called Savona, which is
environed with flats for four or five miles all round; yet it
Pleased God to enable us to clear them, when we directed
our course westwards, along the southern shore of St Do-
mingo, and having doubled Cape Tiberoon, we passed
through the old channel between St Domingo and Cuba,
shaping our course for Cape Florida. .

In this part of our course we again met with the Caen
ship, which could now spare us no more victuals; but ha-
ving some hides, which he had taken in traffic among the
islands, we were glad to procure them, and gave him for
them to his contentment. After this we passed Cape Flo- -
rida, and clearing the Bahama channel, we directed our
course: for. -Newfoundland. Running to the lat. of 36° N.
and as-far east as the isle of Bermuda, we found the winds,
on the 17th September, very variable, contrary to expecta-
tion and all men’s writings, so that we lay there a day or
two with a north wind, which continually increased, til] it
blew a storm, which continued twenty-four hours with such
violence that it carried away our sails, though furled, and
occasioned the ship to take in much water, so that we had
six feet water in our hold. Having freed our ship by ba-
ling, the wind shifted to the north-west, and somewhat
dulled ; ‘but presently after the storm renewed with such
violence, and our ship laboured so hard, that we lost our
foremast, and our ship became as full of water as before.

‘When the storm ceased, the wind remained as much con-
trary as ever, on which we consulted together how we might
best save our lives., Our victuals were now utterly spent;
and as we had subsisted for the last six or-seven days en-
tirely on hides, we thought it best to bear away back again
for Dominica and the adjoining islands, as we might there
have some relief. Upon this we turned back for these
islands ; but before we could get there the wind scanted
upon us, so that we were in the utmost cxtremity for want
of water and provisions ; wherefore we were forced to bear
away to the westwards, to the islands called Las Nuebias,
o or
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or the Cloudy Islands, towards the isle of San Juan de
Porto Rico. At these islands we found land-crabs and fresh
water, and sea-tortoises, or turtle, which come mostly on
land about full noon. Having refreshed ourselves there for
seventeen or eighteen days, and having supplied our ship
with fresh water and some provision of turtle, we resolved
to return again for Mona, upon which determination five of
our men left us, remaining on the isles of Nueblas, in spite
of every thing we could say to the contrary. These men
came afterwards home in an English ship. :
Departing from the Nueblas, we arrived again at Mona
gbout the 20th December, 1593, and came to anchor there
towards two or three in the morning. The captain and I,
with a few others, went on shore to the dwelling of an old
Indian and his three sons, thinking to procure some food,
our victuals being all expended, so that we could not pos-

~ sibly proceed without a supply. We spent two or three

days on shore, seeking provisions to carry on board for the
relief of our people : and en going to-the shore, for the pur-
pose of returning with these to the ship, the wind bein

somewhat northerly and the sea rough, our people coul

not come near the shore with the boat, which was smali and
feeble, and unable to row in a rough sea. We remained
therefore till the next morning, in hopes there might then
be less wind and smoother sea. But about twelve o’clock

-that night our ship drove away to sea, having only five men

and a boy, our carpenter having secretly cut the cable,
leaving nineteen of us on shore, to our great distress, he~
ving no boat or any thing else. '

In this miserable situation we reposed our trust in God,
who had many times before succoured us in our greatest
extremity, and contenting ourselves with our poor estate,
sought for the means of preserving our lives. As one place
was unable to sustain us, we divitYed ourselves into several
compganies, six of us remaining with our captain. The
greatest relief that we could find during twenty-nine days.
was the stalks of purselin, boiled in water, with now and
then a pompion, or gourd, which we found in the garden
of the old Indian, who, on this our second -arrival, fled with
his three sons, and kept himself continually aloft on the
mountains. At the end of these twenty-nine days we espied
a French ship, which we afterwards learnt was the Louisa, of
Dieppe, commanded by a Monsieur Felix, As a signal ht;o

this
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this ship we made a fire, at sight of which he took in his
top-sails, and bore up for the land, shewing his French o=
lours. Then coming to anchor at the western end .of ‘the
island, we came dewn with all speed towards him ; and the
old Indian, with his three sons, now joined us, and accom-
panied us towards the ship. This night Captain Lancaster
went on board the ship, where he received good entertain-
ment; and next morning they fetched other eleven of us
on board, and used us all very courteously. 4

This day came another French ship belonging to Dieppe,
which remained till night, expecting our other seven men
to come down; but though several shots were fired to call
them, none of them came. Next morning, therefore, we
departed thence for the north side of ‘St Domingo, where
we remained till April, 1594, spending two months in,
traffic, upon permission, with the inhabitants, for hides and

other articles, six of us being in one of the ships and six in -

the other. In this time we were joined by a third French
ship of Newhaven, by which we had intelligence of the seven
men who were.left by us at the island of Mona., Two of
them had broken their necks by clambering on the cliffs to
catch fowls; other three were slain by the Spaniards, who
came over from St Domingo, having received information
of our being on Mona, from our people who went away in
the Edward; the other two were in this ship of Newhaven,
which had relieved them from the bloody hands of the
Spaniards. : :

From this place Captain Lancaster and -I shipped our-
selves in another ship belonging to Dieppe, of which one
Monsieur Jean la Noe was captain, being the first that was
ready to come away, leaving the rest of our men in the
other ships, where they were all well treated. . We sailed
for Europe on Sunday the 7th April, 1594; and passing
through the Caycos, we arrived safe in Dieppe in forty-two
days after, on the 19th of May. After staying two days to.
refresh ourselves, giving thanks to God and to our friendly
preservers, we took our passage for Rye, where we landed
on Friday the 24th May, 1594, having spent in this.voyage
three years, six weeks, and two days, which the Portuguese
perforn in half the time, chiefly because we lost the fit time
and season to begin our voyage.

‘We understood, in the East Indies, from certain Portu-

uese, that they have lately discovered the coast of China .
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as high as the latitude of 52° N. finding the sca still open
to the northwards, by which great hopes are entertained of
finding the north-east or north-west passage.

: Witness, Janmes LANCASTER.

Secrion VIL
Supplementary Account of the former Voyage, by John May."

‘WE departed from Plymouth on the 10th April, 1591,
with three tall ships; the Penelope, Captain Raimond
admiral; the Merchant Rofal, Captain Samuel Foxcroft?®
vice-admiral: and the Edward Bonadventure, Captain Ja-
mes Lancaster rear-admiral; on board of which I sailed,
together with a small pinnace. In May following we arrived
at Gran Canaria, one of the Fortunate Islands; and towards
the end of that month, being within three degrees of the
equator un the north side, we took a Portuguese ship, bound
for Brasil, which tended much to our refreshment. The
29th July we came to Saldanha Bay. (4guada Saldania,) a
good harbour, near the Cape of Good Hope, where we staid
about a month, and whence we sent home the Merchant
Royal for England, because of great sickness among our
people, with a considerable number of our weak men.” We
here bought an ox for a knife worth three-pence, a sheep
for a broken knite, or any other odd trifle, from the na-
tives, who are negroes, clad in cloaks of raw-hides, both
men and women.

The sth of September the Penelope and Edward Bon-
adventure weighed-anchor, and that day we doubled the
cape. The 12th following we were assailed by fierce tem-
pest, or hurricane; and in the evening we saw a great sea
break over our admiral, the Penelope, which struck out their
light, and we never saw them any more. In October we
in the Edward fell in with the westernmost part of the island
of St Lawrence about midnight, nct knowing where we
were. Next day we came to anchor at Quitangone, a place

on

* Hakluyt, II1. 52. :

* In the account of this voyage, penned from the relation of Edmund
Barker, fornung the immediately preceding section, the captain of the
Merchant Royal is named Abrabam Kendal.—E.

o T W

e gen

g R T P

eite

i

i

&
-



&

.

B . S

-, L I

£

CHAP, TX, SECT. V1. to India. a4

on the main-land of Africa, two or three leagies tio¥th of
Mozambique, which is supplied from hencé with frésh twi-
ter, We here took a pangaia, in-which was a Portuguése
boy, being a vessel like a barge, with one mat-sail of cocoas
nut leaves. The hull of this barge is pinned with wooden
pins, and sewed with cord made of the bark of trees. In
this pangaia we found a kind of cotn called millio, or millet,
a considerable number of hens, and some bales of blue
ealicut cloth. We took the Portuguese boy with t13, and
dismissed the rest. From this place we weiif to an island
edlled Comoro, off the coast of Melinda, inh dbout 11° Sy
where we staid all November, finding the peoplé black and
tomely, but very treacherous; for the ddy befote we left
that island they killed thirty of our meit on shore; among
whom was William Mace our master, afid two of his mates,
one of them being in the boat along with him to fetch wa<
ter, and the other on shore, over against the ship. They
first took possessiont of our boat, and then slauglitered our
men. From thence we went to the island of Zanzibat, on
the cotist 6f Melinda, where we staid to winter, till the be-
ginning of February, 1592.

The 2d February, 1592, we weighed arichor, and sét sail .

for the East Indies; but, havitig calms ahd contrary winds,
we were not able to fétch the coast of Indid, niear Calicut,
till the month of June, by which long delay many of our
men died for want of refrestiments, In this month of June
we came to anchor at the islands ¢f Pulo Pitadm, where
we staid till the Ist September, our men being very sick,

and dying fast. We set sail that day, directing our coirrse |

for Malacca, and had not gone far at sei when weé took &
ship of the kingdom of Pegu, of about eighty tonis, having
wooden anchors, a crew o%:tbout fifty men, and & pininace
of some eighteen tons at her stern, laden with pepper ; but
the pinnace stole from us in the morning iz a gust of wind.
‘We might likewise have taken two other Pegu vessels, ld-
den with pepper and rice. In this month also we took a
great Portuguese ship of six or seven hundred tons, chiefly
laden with victuals, but having chests of hats, pintados, and
calicut cloths.* 'We took likewise another Portuguese ship,
of some hundred tons, laden with victuals, rice, white and
painted cotton cloth, (or calicoes and chintzes,) and other

YOL, VIII. PART I c commodities.

2 Painted and white calicoes or cotton cloths.—~E.
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commodities. - These ships were bound for Malacca, mostly
laden with victuals, as that place is victualled from.Goa,
San Thome, and other places in India, provisions being
very scarce in its own neighbourhood. - C
In November, 1592, we steered for the Nicobar Islands,
some degrees to the north-west of the famous island of Su-
matra, at which islands we found good refreshment, as the
inhabitants, who are Mahometans, came on board of us in
their canoes, with hens, cocoas, plantains, and other fruits 5
and within two days brought ryals of plate, which they gave
us for cotton cloth, which ryals they procured by diving in
* the sea, having been lost not long before in two Portuguese
ships bound for China, that had %een there cast away. Our
ship’s company was now so much wasted by sickness, that
we Tesolved to turn back to Ceylon, for which purpose we
weighed anchor in November, and arrived off Ceylon about
the end of that month. In this island grows excellent cin- -
namon ; and the best diamonds in the world are found
there.. Our captain proposed to have staid at this island to
make up our voyage, of which he had great hope, in con-
sequence of certain intelligence we haciD received ; but-our
company, now reduced to. thirty-three men and boys, mu-
tinied, and would not stay, insisting upon going home, and
our captain was very sick, and like to die. '
We. accordingly set sail, homeward bound, on the Sth,
December, 1592 ; but some days before our arrival within
sight of the Cape of Good Hope, we were forced to divide
our bread, .to each man his portion, in his own keeping, as
certain flies had devoured most of it before we were aware.
‘We had now only thirty-one pounds of bread a man to
carry us to England, with a small quantity. of rice daily.
‘We doubled the Cape of Good Hope on the 315t March,
1593, and came next month to anchor at the island of St
Helena, where we found an Englishman, a tailor, who had
been there fourteen months. Having sent ten men on shore
in the boat, they found. this man in the chapel, into which
- he had gone to avoid the heat; and hearing some one sin
in the c%apel, whom our people supposed to have been z
Portuguese, they thrust open the door, and went in upon
him : but the poor man, on seeing so many men of a sud-
den, and believing them to be Portuguese, was at first in
great. fear, not having seen a human being for fourteen
- months, and afterwards knowing them to be English, and
. " some

L




CHAP. IX, SECT. VII. to India. 85

some of them his acquaintance, he became exceeding joyful,
insomuch that between sudden and excessive fear and joy,
he became distracted in his wits, to our great sorrow.” We
here found the carcasses of forty goats, which he had dried.
The party which left him had made for him two suits of
goats’-skins, with the hairy side outmost, like the dresses
worn by the savages of Canada. This man lived till we
came to the West Indies, and then died. '
. 'We remained at St Helena all the month of April, and
arrived at the jisland of Trinidada, in the West Indies, in
June, 1593, hoping to procure some refreshments there, but
could not, as the Spaniards had taken possession. We got
here embayed between the island and the main; and, for
want of victuals, our company would have forsaken the ship,-
on which our ¢aptain had to swear every man not to for-
sake her till the most urgent necessity. It pleased God to
deliver us from this bay, called Boca del- Dragone, from
whence we directed our course for the island of San Juan
de Puerto Rico, but fell in with the small island of Mona,
between Porto Rico and Hispaniola, where we remained-
about fifteen days, procuring some small refreshment.. There
arrived here a ship of Caen, in Normandy, of which Mon-
sieur Charles de la- Barbotiere was captain, who greatly
comforted us by a supply of bread and other provisions, of
which we were greatly in need, after which we parted: =~ -
Having foul weather at Mona, we.weighed anchor and
set sail, directing our course for Cape Tiberoon, at the west .
end of Hispanio%a; and, in doubling that cape,” we had so
violent a gust of wind from the shore, that it carried away .
all .our sails from the yards, leaving us.only one new fore-
course, the canvass of .which.we had procured from the
Frenchman. . Having doubled the cape in that distress, the
before-mentioned Captain de la Barbotiere gave us. chase
with his pinnace; and when come. near, 1 went on board .
to inform him of our distress; and he now said, there was
nothing in his ship but what he would spare for our assist-
ance; so we agreed with him for:some canvass. -He said
likewise, if we would accompany him to a harbour called
Gonnavy,* to.the northward of Tiberoon, that he would
procure us plenty of fresh provisions. I went back to gur..’
o o o ship,

* Hakluyt, on the margin, gives Guanabe as a synonime: it was pro-
bably Gonaives’ Bay, in the northern part of the west end of Hispaniola
—E.
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ship, and reported this to our captain, who made it known
to the company, and it was unanimously agreed to go there,
which was done accordingly. We remained there fifteen
days slong with the Irenchman, but could get very small
refreshment, as the Spaniards were in great fear of the
Frenchman, supposing him a man of war, and that our
ship was Portuguese, which he had captured, and could not
be persuaded to the contrary by any thing he could say.
Thus staying long, and procaring very little refreshment,
our people begun to grow mutinous, pretending that the
captain and I went on board the Frenchman to make good
chear ourselves, taking no care of them; but I protest be-
fore God that our sole care was to procure victuals that we
might leave him.

n the mean time a great part of our people entered into.
a conspiracy to seize the Frenchman’s pinnace, and with
her to board the French ship: but while this was concert-
ing among them, one of themselves went on board the
Frenchman, and revealed the plot. Upon this Monsieur de
la Barbotiere sent for the captain and me to dine with him.
‘We went accordingly, and remained all the afternoon,
being invited likewise to supper. While we were at supper.
the French captain did not come to us for a long time, and
when he at length came into the cabin, he told us we must
either leave him, or he must go seek another port. Inform-
ing Captain Lancaster of this, he desired me to say, that
rather as be any hindrance to him we would depart. While
we were thus talking together, the Frenchman weighed and
set sail, which we perceived, and asked what he meant. He
said he proposed to keep us as his sureties, because our men
had plotted to seize his ship. as before mentioned.

When the French ship came athwart ours, it blowing
then a stiff breeze, their boat, which was astern, and had in
her two Moors and two Peguers, whom we had given to
them, broke away. The French captain was now worse
than before, and threatened sore to make us pay for his
voyage. Seeing us pass, the Edward weighed and set sail,
meaning to go for kngland; and the people shared among
them all the captain’s victuals and mine, when they saw us -
kept as prisoners.

Next morning the French ship went in search of her
pinnace, which was at Lagura, and on firing a gun she
came off, having three of our people on board, Edmund -
' Barker-
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Barker our lientenant, one John West, and Richard Lack-
land, one of our mutineers. Of this I told the French captain,
which Lackland could not deny but that such a scheme was
intended. I was then put into the French pinnace to seek
their boat, while they went to see if they could overtake our
shi
l%:ext day we all met at Cape St Nicholas, but could hear
no tidings of the French boat. As there were Spaniards
and negroes on board our ship, Captain de la Barbotiere
requested to have them; on which our captain desired him
to send his boat for them, and he might have them with all
his heart. After much ado this was done, and they were
brought on board. He then demanded of these people if
his boat were in our ship, and beibg assured she was not,
we became good friends again, to our great joy. The 12th
August, 1593, our captain was again sent on board his own
ship ; but, before his departure, he requested the French
captain to take me home with him, "that I might certify to
the owners all that had passed in our unfortunate voyage,
as also the mutinous behaviour of our crew. Accordingly
we took our leaves of each other, the Edward setting sail
for England, while we in the French ship bore up again
for Gonravy, or Gonaives, where we afterwards found the
French boat.® : _ ‘ :
The last of November, 1593, Monsienr de la Barbotiere
departed from a port called Laguna, in Hispaniola. The
17th of December we had the misfortune to be cast away
ou the north-west part of the island of Bermuda, about mid-
night. At noon of that day the pilots reckoned themselves
twelve leagues to the south of that island, and certifying the
captain that the ship was out of all danger, they demanded
and received their wine of height.° After having their wine,
it would seem that they became careless of their charge, so
that through their drunkenness and negligence a number of
good men were cast away. It pleased fé§o§ that I, a stranger
among above fifty Frenchmen and others, was among those
who were saved: I trust to his service and glory. At first
we

% In this part of the narrative, May is somewhat different from that for-
merly given from Edmund Barker, in the preceding section, or rather he
is more minutely particular. The remainSer of the narrative has no far-
ther connection with the unfortunate Edward Benadventure.—E.

® Probdbly alluding to some customary perquisite on getting safely
through the dangerous navigation of the Bahama Islands.—E. .
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.. we comforted ourselves in the hope that we were wrecked
hard by the shore of the island, being high cliffs; but we
. found ourselves seven leagues off. By means of our boat,

- “and _a raft which we mage, about twenty-six of us were
-saved, among whom I was the only Englishman. Being
among so many stranﬁers, and seeing there was not room
-for half the people, I durst neither press to get into the
. boat or upon the raft, lest they should have thrown me over-
.board or killed me; so I remained in the ship, which.was
.almost full of water, till the captain called me into the boat,

- in which he was; so I presently entered, leaving the better
.half of our company to the mercy of the sea.. .

" We rowed all day, and an hour or two of the night, tow-
.ing the raft after us, before we got to land : "and, %ei_n« all
.that day without drink, every man dispersed in search of
-water, but it was long before any was found. . At length one
of the pilots, by digging among’a tuft of weeds, found water,
.to our.great comfort. As there are many fine bays in this
Jdsland, I think abundance of fresh water might be got by
-digging for it. Bermuda is all divided into broken islets ;
the largest, upon which I was, might be about four or five
‘miles long, by two and a halif miles over, all covered with
.wood, as cedar and other kinds, but cedar is the.most
abundant. .

It pleased God, before our ship broke to pieces, that we
saved our carpenter’s tools, otherwise we must have remain-
-ed on the island. With these tools we went immediately to
.work, cutting down trees, of which we built a small bark of
about eighteen tons, almost entirely fastened with trunnels,
having very few nails. As for tackle, we made a trip-to our S
ship in the boat, before she split, cutting down her shrouds, &%
and some of her sails and other tackle, by which ineans we
rigged our bark. Instead of pitch, we made some lime,
which we mixed with oil of tortoises; and as soon as the
.carpenters had caulked a seam, 1 and another,. with small
sticks, plastered the mortatr into the seams, and being fine
dry warm weather, in the month of April, it became dry,
and as hard as stone, as soon as laid on. Being very hot
and dry weather, we were afraid our water might fail us,
.and made therefore the more haste to get away. Before our
.departure, we built two great wooden chests, well caulked, ‘
which. we stowed on each side of our mast, into which we ™~ C:

. put our provision of water, together with thirteen live sea- :
: tortoises

.
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tortoises for our food during the voyage, which we pro-
posed for Newfoundland. ,

There are hogs in the south part of Bermuda; but they
were so lean, owing to the barrenness of the island, that we
could not eat them. It yielded us, however, abundance of
fowl, fish, and tortoises. - To the eastwards this island has
very good harbours, so that a ship of 200 tons might ride
in them, perfectly land-locked, and with enough of water.
This island also has as good pearl-fishing as any in the West
Indies; but is subject to foul weather; as thunder, lightning,
and rain. . In April and part-of May, however, when we
were there, the weather was hot, and quite fair. :

On the 11th of May it pleased God that we got clear of
this island, to the no small joy.of us all, after we had lived
in it for ‘five months. The 20th of that month we fell in
with the land near Cape Breton, where we ran into a fresh
water. river, of which there are many on this coast, and
took in wood, water, and ballast. Here the people of the
country came to us, being cloathed in furs, with the hair
side inwards, and brought with them sundry sorts of furs to
sell, . together ‘with' great quantities of wild ducks; and as
some of our. company had saved a.few small: beads, we
bought a few of their ducks. We staid only about four
hours. at this.place; which seemed a very goed country, as
we saw " very fine champaign ground and woods. We ran
from this place to the Banks of Newfoundland, where we
met several vessels, none of which would take us in. At
length, by the blessing of God, we fell in with a bark be
longing to Falmouth, which received us all for a short time;
and in her we overtook a French ship, in which I left my
dear friend, Captain de la Barbotiere, and all his company,
remaining myself in the English bark, in which I arrived
at Falmouth in August, 1594. . : ‘
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Secrron VIII.

The unfortunate 2 oyage of Captain Benjamin Wood, towards
tbg East Iadies, in 1596“

INTRORVUCTION,

Ix the year 1596, a squadron of three ships, the Bear,
Bear’s Welp, and Benjamin, was fitted out, chiefly at the
charges of Sir Robert Dudley, and the command given ta
Mr Benjamin Wood. The merchants employed in this
voyage were, Mr. Bichard Allot and Mr Thomas Brom- -
field, both of the city of London. As they intended to have
proceeded s far as China, they obtained the gracious letters
of Queen Elizabeth, of famous memory, to the king or em-
peror of that country, recommending these two merchants,
or factors, to his protection. '

This thejr honourahle expedition, and gracious recom-
mendations from her. majesty for the furtherance of their
mercantile affairs, had no answerable effects, but suffered a
double disaster; first, in the miserable perishing of the
squadron; and next, in losing the history, or relation, of
that tragedy. Same hroken plank, however, as after a shipe
wreck, have yet been encountered from the West Indies,
which gives us song notice of this Eas;—Indlilan misadven~
ture. Having the following intelligence by the intercepted
letters of t_heglicentiate Alcasar de Filla Senar, auditgg in
the royal andience of 8t Domingo, judge of the commission
in Portp Rico, and captain-general of the province of New
Andalusia, written to. the King of Spain and his.royal coun-
cil of the Indies; an extract of which, so far as cancerns
this business, here follows; wherein let not the imputation
of robbery and piracy trouble the minds of the reader, being
the words of a Spaniard concerning the deeds of English~
men, done in the time of war between us and them.

So far we have exactly followed the introductory remarks
of Purchas. In the sequel, however, we have thought it
better to give only an abridgement of the letter from Alca-
sar de Villa Senor, which Purchas informs us, in a side

note,

* Purchas his Pigrims, 1. 110, Asth L 252,
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note, he bad found among the papers of Mr Richard Hak-
luyt. In this we have followed the example of the editor of
Astley’s Collection, because the extract given by Purchas is
very tedious, and often hardly intelligible. This letter, dated
from Porto Rico, 2d October, 1601, gives no light what-
ever into the voyage itself, nor by what accident the ships,
which had set out for the East Indies, had come into‘the
‘West Indies; neither what.became of the ships, nor the
nature of the sickness which had reduced their men to four,
but whally refers to what passed after these sailors had quit-
ted their ship, and landed on the island of Utias, near Porto
Rico. All these circumstances were probably communicated
in a former letter, alluded to in the commencement of that
which was intercepted, as it proceeds upon having received
a commission from the roya} audience, to punish certain
offenders who had usnrped a great quantity of property be-
longing to the Kipg of Spain in the island of Utias; the
plunder taken by the English, and with which these fo

men had landed in that island.—E. -

. It appears by this letter, that three English ships bound -

for the East Indies, belonging to Portugal, had captured
three Portugucse ships, one of them from Gos, from the
in of which they took a large rich precious stone,

which the captain had charge of for the King of Spain; the -

particulars of which had been communicated the year bes
fore in a Jetter from Alcasar to the king, together with a
copy of the declaration of one Themas, o% the s he and
his three companions had in the said island of Utias. They
had also many bags of ryals of eight and four, intended for
the pay of the garrison in a frontier castle of India, and
much more belonging to the Portuguese.

After this all the men died of some unexplained sickness,
except four men, whose names were Richard, Daniel, Tho-

mas, and George. These men, with all the jewels, money, -

and rich goods they could remove, put into a river or bay
of the island of Utias,? three leagues from Porto Ricoj;
where, after landing their goods, their boat sunk, and they

remained

. 2 From the context, it would appear, that the island of Utias is to the
east of Porto Rico, ameng or towards the group called the Virgin isies,
The ships of Wood were probably suffering from scurvy and famine, iike
the Edward Bonadventure ; and, endeavouring, like Lancaster, to seek re-
Hef in the West Indies, may have perished among the Virgia isles.—E.
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remained. on that island with only a.small boat' made of
boards, which they had taken from some fishermen at Cape

. San Juan, the north-east headland of Porto Rico.- With that

small boat they crossed over to Porto Rico in search of wa-
ter, and, on their return to Utias, left George behind them
on Porto Rico.- He, being found by Don Rodrigo de
Fuentes-and five others, gave information of all-that had
happened to them, and of the large stone, jewels, gold, plate,
testoons, and other rich goods that were in the said island,
and of the places where the other three Englishmen and
their goods might be found. : - R

Consulting together on this information, they agreed to
pass over into the island, to take possession.for their own
benefit of these rich goods, and did so, carrying with them

a letter from George the Englishman to his comrades, ad- .

vising them to submit to the Spaniards, and-to.deliver up
to them their arms and.riches. - Coming mear to where the
three: Englishmen dwelt, ‘these .Spaniatgs displayed a white
flag-in token of peace, and-the-Englishmen set up another;
after which they held a friendly conference together, the
Spaniards pledging their goed faith and friendship. -Upon
which the Englishmen yielded themselves to Don Rodrigo
and:his companions, with their arms.and all their gooﬁ

which they took possession of, and parted-all the money. -

among themselves. They hid and kept secret the great
stone and other jewels, with a:great quantity of gold, silver,
and other rich goods ; keeping out only a small quantity of
silver in bars, and some silks, as a.cover for the rest.” And,
that it might not be known what quantity of jewels, gold,
silver, and other rich goods they had usurped, they agreed
to murder the three Englishmen with whom they had eat-
en, drank, and slept in peace. They.accordingly killed
Richard ard Daniel, and would have slain George, but he
escaped from them to a mountain. They then returned to-
Porto Rico, where they’put George to death by poison,
and sent to, Utias to seek out Thomas and. put him to death ;
but he got over to this island in a wonderful manner by
means of a piece of timber; which they hearing. of;. sought
by all the means they-could to kill him, but to no purpose.

Meanwhile Don Rodrigo, and two others of his accom-
plices, came to the city of San Juan, and informed the go-
vernor that they had found a small quantity of goods in the
island of Utias, having slain three Englishmen in fight to
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‘gét them ; and their other dccomplices presented themselves -

as witnesses,. falsely declaring that they had found no more
goods; . But not agreemgiam their story on farther investi-
gation, and Thomas the Englishman being at length pro-
cured as evidence against them, they were all sent to pri-
son ; whence Don Rodrigo, though bolted and guarded by
two soldiers, contrived to get out by filing off his irons in. the
night, * After Don Rodrigo’s escape, the rest confessed. the
whole affair ; but either through favour or fear, no one
would assist Alcasar to bring this rascally ringleader to jus-
tice.  He pronounced. sentence on all the rest, with a de-
nunciation that they were to be put to death in five days,
unless the goods were delivered up. N
. How this affair ended does not appear, as the letter was
written before the expiry of the five days. Neither indeed
is this letter of much importance, except to shew the mise-
rable end of that unfortunate voyage, the villainy of Don
Rodrigo and his comrades in murdering the poor English-
men to conceal their plunder, and that Alcasar, in the:pro-
secution, was solely intent upon recovering the treasure for
'the King of Spain, without any consideration of .the mur-
der of the three Englishmen ; who, in his letter, are tredted
as robbers and thieves, though England was then at war
with Spain, and they were consequently justifiable in taking
- the Portuguese ships as lawful prizes. - ]

Secrion IX.

Ve oyége of Captain John Davi's to the East Indies, in 1(593,,
R as Pilot to a Dutch Ship.*. ,

% This.voyage was written by Davis himself, and ap-
pears to have been sent by him in a letter_to Robert Earl
of Essex, dated Middleburgh, 1st August, 1600. From
this letter we learnt that Mr Davis had been employed by
his lordship, for discovering these eastern parts of the
world, for the service of Queen Elizabeth, and the good of
England. He. informs his noble patron, that his journal
only contains such things as had fallen under his own ob~

- servation ; but, when favoured with an opportunity, he

’ ' would

* Purch. Pilg. L 116. Astley, L 254,
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would give him an account of all that he had Jearnt abroad
relating to the places of trade and strength belonging to the
crown of Portugal, and respecting the commerce of those
eastern nations with each other. ~“The Portuguese posses-
sions, he says, beginning at Sefala, being the first beyond
the Cape of Good Hope, are Mozambique, Ormnus, Diu, ®
Gor, Co;hn,‘ Onoae, an gt}m:& Coc.hiniée Colnmblc&m i
m, rortogrande or Uhittigong in Beng s
Ia’:fiaMacao in China, with the xslan%s of Molgi,s and Am-
That the Portuguese likewise trade to Monomo-
tapa, Melinda, Aden, Arabia, Cambaya or Guzerat, the
eoast of Coromandel, Balagate, and Orissa.
¢ Of all these nations, as he says, therz are some traders
residing at Acheen, in the island of Sumatra; where like-
wise he met with Arabians, and a pation called Rumos,®
frem the Red-Sea, who have traded there many hundred
years. There are there also many Chinese engaged in trade,
who have been used to trade there for many hundred years, i
: and used Davis kindly; so that he says he was able to give H
s : his lordship much information concerning the great empire ‘
| of China. He concludes by saying, that the Portuguesé
i had long industriously concealed ail these things, which
2 - were now providentially laid open. He concludes by say-
i : ing, that he had inclosed the alphabet of the Acheen lan-
S age, with some words of their la -written front -
B right to left, after the manner ‘of the Hebrews ; but this has
" not been printed in the Collection of Purchas. He says
that he bad also sent -by-one Mr Tomkins, probably the
bearer of the letter and journal, some of the coin used there
in common payments; The gold piece called mas, being
worth about ninepence half-penny ; and those of lead called
cazas, of which it takes 1600 to make one mas.
s The relation which follows, titled ¢ A brief Relation of
Master John Davis, chief Pilat to the Zealanders in their
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* Constantinople is called New Rome, and thence in the east the
Turks are called Rumos.~ Purchas. ’

By the Rumos, or Ritms, are to be understood the people of Egypt;
3 which, baving been a part of the Roman empire, is,. Eﬁ:‘ Anatolia and
:s " other provinces of the Turkish empire, called Rétm by the orientals
§ Hence likewise the Turks are cailed Réms ; and not, as Purchas says, be-
% cause they are in possession of Constantinople, which was called New
i Rome : For these provinces were called Rim several ages before the
i - Turks took that city~—ASTLEY, L 254, b. ‘
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East Indis Voyage, departing from Middleburgh,” is obs

" scure in sbme places, but must only be censid asan abs

stract of his large journal, perhaps written in hastc. The
Iatitudes are by no means to be cominended for exactuess,
and seem to have been taken or shipbeard, only two or
three of them with any care. It is rather sincﬂtlar that he
gives no observation for Acheen, though the chief object of
the voyage, and that he-staid there so long.” -« AsTLEY.

‘WE departed from Flushing on the 15th-of March, 1598,
being two ships-in company, the Lion of 460 tens, havi
128 persons on board, and the Lioness of 250 tons, ::i?g
100 men. These ships were the sole property of Messrs
Mushrom, Clarke; and Monef of Middleburgh, and entire~
ly at their risk. Corneliue Howtemari was-chief commaader
of both ships, with the title of general; having a connnission
from Prince Maurice. ' :

The seventh day after, being the 22d, we anchored in
Torbay, having a contrary wind. We sailed thence on the
7th of April, and had sight of Porto Santo en the 20th s
fell in with Palma on thé258d, atid the 30th reathed the Cape:
Verd islands. We first arichored at St Nichelas in Iat. 16°

16/ N. We here watered on the 7th. of May, and setting

sail on the 9th, fell in with St Jago. The 9th June we got

sight of Brazil in lat. 7° 8., not being able to double Cape-

St Augustine ; for, being near the equator, we had very in«

censtant weather and bad winds; in which desperate case-
we shaped our course for the island of Fernando Noronhe,.-

in lat. 4° S. where on the 15th June we anchored on: the
north side in eighteen fathoms. In this island we found
twelve negroes, eight men and four women: It is a fortile
island, havin%ogqod water, and abounds in goats; havinﬁ
also beeves, hogs, hens, melons, and Guinea cornm, wit

plenty of fish and sca-fowl. These negroes had been lef
here by the Portuguese to cultivate the island; and no ships

'bad been there for three years.

Leaving this island on the 26th August, with the wind at
E. N. E. we doubled Cape St Augustine on the 30th., The
10th September we passed the 4brolhos, which we were in
much fear of, these shoals being far out at sea in lat. 21¢ 8.
and are very dangerous. On this occasion our Baas, for
so a Dutch captain is called, appointed a Master of Misrule,
named the Kesar, the authority of which disorderly officer

: " lay
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lay in'riot, as after dinner he would neither salute his friends,
nor understand the laws of reason, those who ought to have
been most respectful being both-lawless and witless. - We
spent three days in this dissolute manner, and then shaped
our course for the Cape of Good Hope, sailing towards the
coast of Bacchus, to wgom this idolatrous sacrifice was made,
as appeared afterwards. C A

- The 11th November we came to anchor in Saldanha bay,
in lat. 84° S. ten leagues short of the Cape of Good Hope,
where there are:three fresh water rivers.® The people came
to us with great plenty of oxen and sheep, which they sold
for spike nails and pieces of old iron, giving the best for not
~ more than the value of a penny. Their cattle are large, and
have a great lump of flesh on the shoulder, like the back of
a camel. - Their sheep have prodigiously large tails, entirely
composed of fat, weighing twelve or fourteen pounds, but
are covered with hair instead of wool.- The people are not.

circamcised ; are of an olive black colour, blacker than the

Brazilians, with’ black curled hair like the negroes of An~
la. ‘Their words are mostly inarticulate, and in speaki
ey cluck with the tongue like a brood hen, the cluck and

the word being pronounced together in a very strange man- .

ner. - They go naked,: except a.short cloak of skins, and

sandals tied to their feet, painting. their faces with various -
colours, and are a strong active people, who run with ama--

zing swiftness.. . They are subject.to the King of Monomo-
tapa,* who is reported to.be a mighty sovereign. - Their
only weapons are darts. :

. As the Dutchmen offered tbém'séme rudeﬁess, they aﬁ-;
sented. themselves from :us -for three days, during which:-
time they made great fires on the mountains.. On the 19th

of November, there came a great multitude of them to us,

with a great number of cattle, and taking a sudden oppor--
tunity while bartering, they set upon us and slew thirteen .

of our people: with their. hand-darts, which could not have

hurt any of us at the distance of four pikes’ len%h. The--
o . . ST utchmen -

3 It has been before remarked, that the Saldanha bay of the older na-
vigators was Table bay. What is now called Saldanha bay has no river,
or even brook, but has been lately supplied by means-of a cut or.canal
from Kleine-berg river, near twenty-five miles in length—E. -

4 This is an error, the Hotentots having been independent nomadic
herders of cattle and sheep, divided into a considerable number. of tribes,
and under 2 kind of patriarchal government.—E. .
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Dutchmen fled from them like-mice before cats, basely
throwing away their weapons. ~Our Baas or captain kept
on boarg to save himself, but sent us corslets, two-handed ;
swords, - pikes, muskets, and targets,.so that we were well |
laden with weapons, but had neither courage nor-discretion, ‘
for. we staid at our tents besieged by sa and.cows. We
were in muster giants, with great armed bodies ; but in ac-
tion babes with wrens’ hearts. Mr Tomkins and I'under- .
took to order these fellows, according to that excellent way
which we had seén in‘your lordship’s most honourable ac-
tions. Some conserited to go with us, though unwillingly ;
but most of them' ran to the pottage pot, swearing it was
dinner time.© We went all on board this night; except our
eat mastiff dog, which we could not induce‘to follow us,
or. I think he was ashamed of our.cowardly behaviour. The
land here is of an excellent soil, and the climate is-quite
healthy; the soil being full of good herbs, as mints, cala-
mint, plantain, ribwort, trefoil, scabious, and such like.  We
set sail from' Saldanhe bay on the 27th of December, and
. donbled the' Cape of ‘Good Hope on the last:day of the

ear. . . . - P .
7 . The6th of January, 1599, we doubled Cape Aguillas, the :
most southern point of Africa, in lat 35° S. [34° 45'] where
the compass has no variation.* The 6th of Febraary we fell
in with Madagascar, short of St Romano, [or Cape St Mary,
at its southern ‘end ;] and not being able to double it, we
bore room with [bore away to leeward for] the bay of St
-astine on the south-west side of that island, in lat. 23°
50" S. [23° 30".] The 3d of March we anchored in that
bay, where we saw many people on the shore, but they all
fled when we landed ; for when our baas was in this bay on
‘the former voyage, he greatly abused the people, and ha-
ving taken one of them, he had him tied to a post and shot
to death, having besides used them otherwise most shame-
fully. ‘After seven days, we.enticed some of them tocome
' to’us, from whom we bought some milk and one cow; but
o : : » . they

[Ep—""

5 This, it must be noticed, was in the year 1599. The variation alters
progressively, increasing :to a maximum in-one deflexion ; it then retro-
grades till it points true- north, which it progressively overpasses in the -
»ppusite deflexion to a maximum.again. But these changes do not pro-
ceed with sufficient regularity to admit of being predicted with any cer- -

tainty,—E.
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they soon left us; dnd would not have any rhore commexion
with us. They are a strong wellshaped people, of a coals
black colour, having a sweet and pleasing language. Their
weapons are spears or half pikes, headed with iton, which
they keep very clear; and they go quite naked: The soil
appeared very fertile; and we-saw a vast number of tamarind
trees. We found another hiil: tree preducing beans very
good to eat, in pods two feet long, and the beans of & pro-
portional size. We saw here many cameleons. We Enégsah
suffered no small misery, especially in this bay: but God,
the ever living commander, was our only succour. :
The 8th of March we came on board hungry and meut-

less, and on the 14th we set sail from this place, which we -

called Hungry bay; shaping our course to the northward
along the west side of the island. The 29th, we came to the
islands of Comoro, between 12° and 18° S. [12° 82! and

15° 16.] There are five of these islands, named Mayotta, -

Anzuam&Magliacihe, San Christophero, and Spiritu Saato.®
The 30th, we anchored at Mayotta close by a town, where
there were many people who seemed rejoiced at our arrivaly
and came on board, bringing us presents of victuals. The
king sent a mmﬁnw our baas, inviting him on shore with
promise of much kitidness; and when he landed, the king
met him with a great retinue, having-three drums beaten
before him. He and: his principal followers weré richly

dressed, in lo:é, silkenr robes,. embroidered in the Turki
fashion : and after using us with great kindness, gave us-a
Tetter of recommendation for the Queen of Anzuame, ot

Hinzuan, as that island has no-king. - ‘
We sailed. from Mayotta on the 17th of April, and ans
chored at Hinzuan on the 19th, before a town named De-
mos, which appears from its rains to have been a strong
place, the houses being built of hewed freestone, and what
remaibs being as large as Plymouth, but the walls are almost
ruined. The queen used us in a most friendly manner, yet
would not allow any of us to see her. In these islands we
had rice, oxen, goats, cocoas, bananas, oranges, lemons, and
citrons.

6 There are six islands in the Cotfioro group: 1, Comioto, Gasidza, of
Angazesio: 2. Malalio, Senbraeas, or Moelia: $. Mayotta: 4. St Chris-

tophers: 5. Hinzuan, Angouan, or Joantia: 6. St Esprit. Which last has

fm‘x{- mE.!eis off its western side, dnd ode to-the I, E. of its northern
cnd.—
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citrons. - The inhabitants are'negroes, but smooth-haired,
and follow the Mahometan religion. Their weapons are
swords, targets, bows and arrows. These islands.are very
beautiful and fertile; and among them we found merchants
of Arabia and India, but I could not learn what commodi-
ties they yielded. They greatly coveted ns and iron,
and were fond of procuring paper. The 28th we departed
from Hinzuan, passing through the islands of Mascarenhas
and the Shoals of Almirante. : R

The 23d of May, we fell in with the islands calted Mal-
"dives, which are very low close to the water, and are so co-
vered with cocoa-nut trees, that we saw only trees and no
~ shore. Many of the native boats passed close by us, but
none would come to.us, wherefore our daas sent a ship’s boat
to take one of them, which on the 24th brought a boat to
us, which was covered with mats like a close barge. In this
boat was a gentleman and his wife. He was dressed in very
fine white linen, made after.the Turkish fashion, having
several rings with red stones; and his counténance was so
modest, his behaviour so sweet and affable, and his speech
30 graceful, that we.concluded he could not be less than a
nolﬁ;anan. He was very unwilling to'let his wife be seen;
but our bads went into ge boat along with him to see her,
and even opened her casket, in which were some jewels and
ambergris. He reported that she sat in mournful mrodesty,
not speaking a word. What was taken from them I know
not, but en departing, this gentleman shewed a princely
spirit. ‘He was a man of middle stature, of a black colour,
with smooth or lank hair. There is considerable trade in
these islands, by reason of the cocoa-trees; for they make
Topes, cables, sails, wine, oil, and a kind of bread from that
tree and its fruit, It is said that there are 11,000 of these
islands.

The 27th of May we set sail, and that morning there
came on board of us an old man who could speak a little
Portuguese, who piloted us through the channel, as by
* chance we had fallen upon the right channel called Maldi~

via, in lat. 4° 15’ N. Here the compass varied 17° wester~ -

ly. It is a very dangerous thing to miss the right chan-
nel, the trade and navigation through which is very great
of various nations, to most places of India, as I hope in your
lordship’s presence to inform you at large. The 3d June
we fell in with the coast of India near Cochin, in lat. 8° 40’

VOL. VIII, D N.
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N.7and coasting along the shore, we shaped our course
sastwards for  Cape Comorin, and thence to the island of
Sumatra. . » :

The 18th June we saw the coast of: Sumatrs, in lat. 5°
40’ N. at its most northerly extremity; and when stopping
at an island:near the shore to take in water, on the 16th,
we spoke with some of the people. The 21st, we anchored
in the bay of Acheen in twelve fathoms; on which the king
sent off his officers to measure the length and breadth of
our vessels, dnd to tike the number of our ordnance and
men, which they did. Our baas sent two of his people on
shore along with these officers, with a present to the king,
consisting of a looking glass, a drinking glass, and a.coral
bracelet. . Next day our people returned on hoard,. being
apparelled by the king after the country fashion, in dresses
of white calico, and brought a friendly message of peace,
welcome, and plenty of spices. We found.three barks be-
longing to Arabia and one of Pegu riding in the bay, which
had come to lade pepper. There was here also a Portu-

ese officer, Don Alfonso Vincente, with four barks from

alacca, who had come expressly to endeavour to prevent
our trade, as was shewn in the sequel. C

On the 23d June, the king sent at midnight for our ddas
to come to wait upon him, sending a noble as his hostage.
He went immediately on shore, and was kindly used by the

. king, who promised him a free trade, and cloathed him

after the fashion of the country, giving him likewise a criss -
of honour. 'This criss is a dagger, having a haft or bandle
of a kind of metal of fine lustre e,steemeél5 far beyond. gold,
and set with rubies. It is death to wear a criss of this kind,
except it bas been given by the king ; and he who possesses
it is at absolute freedom to take victuals.without money,
and to command all the rest as slaves. .Qur baas, or captain, -
came on board the 26th with a boat-load of Pepper, making
incredible boasts of his mighty good fortune, and the won-

~ derful trade he had procured, with.no small rejoicing in his

pride. He said likewise that the king had often asked if
he were from England, which be strongly denied, using
many ubbandsome speeches of our nation; and after com-
ing on board, he said he would ‘have given a thousand
: , ' pounds

7 Cochin is in lat. 9° 56’ 80” N. 8° 40, the lat, in the text falls very
1 ear Anjengo, to the scuth of Coulan—E.
1
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pounds to have had no English with him, thus thrusting us
“ poor souls into a corner. -
. The27th: of June, our merchants went on shore with their -
goods, having a house appointed for their residence by the
king. On the 20th July, our captain being with the king,
was well entertained by him, and on this occasion the king
' -was very importunate to know if he were English. - < Tell
‘me truly,” said he, «for I love the English; and I must far-
ther tell you that Alfonso Vincente has been carnest with
me to betray you, but it shall not be, for I am your friend.”
' With that he gave him a purse of gold. The captain gave
him thanks for the present and his friendly disposition, de-
claring that he was not from England but from Flanders,
and entirely disposed to serve his majesty. “ I have heard of
England,” said the king, ¢ but neverof Flanders; pray what
land is that?” He farther enquired who was their king, and
what was the state and government of the country? The
captain made a large report on this topic, saying that they
had no king, but were governed by an aristocracy. He like-
wise requested that the king would give orders to his sub-
jects not to call him an Englishman, as that gave him much
displeasure, which the king promised should. be done.  The
king then asked if there were no English in the ships? To
which the captain answered, that there were some, but they
had been bred up in Flanders. The king then said, he un~
derstood there were some men.in the ships that differed
from the others in apparel, language, and manners, and de-.
sired to know who these were? To this the baas answered,
that they were :English, and that his chief pilot was one of
them. - The king then said that he must see these men.:
s As for your merchandize,” added he, ¢ I have war with the
king of Johor, and if you will assist me against him with
your ships, your recompence shall be a f?ﬁf lading of pep-
per.” To this our captain agreed. The 28th of July, the Sa-.
bandars,® the secretary, the merchants of Mecca, who were -
Turks and Arabians, together with Don Alfonso Vincente
and some others of the Portuguese, came on board with our
baas, and all returned passing drunk. . . . ‘
: The 20th of August the king began to change his coun-
o . - tenance

. 8 The Shak bandar, signifies in Persian, the King of the Pc;rt; being
the title of the principal officer of the customs.—Astl. I, 257, a. .
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tenance to our captain, demanding why the English pilot
had not been to wait upon bim‘;h?iﬁ' hig\erto ng Tom%lzts
and I bad not been permitted to go on shore ; adding, that
when the Dutch had got their pepper, he supposed-they ,
would run away without performing the service they had =
promised. Upon this I was immediately sent for, and came f
ashore on the 21st. I waited on the king early next morn-
ing, and he treated me very kindly. * I staid with him four
hoars, or more, banqueting and drinking. After an hoar,
he ordered the sabandar to stand up, and me likewise; upon ”*
which the sabander took off my hat, and put a roll of white z
linen about my head. He then put about my middle & :
long white linen cloth, embroidered with gold, which went
twice about ine, the ends hanging down half my leg. After
this, taking the roll from my head, and laying it before the
king, he put a white garment on me, and above that a red
one. Then, replacing the roll on my head, I sat down be-
fore the king, who drank to me in aguavite, [arrak, or
brandy,] and made me eat of many strange meats. = All his
service was in gold, except some of ther?ishes, which were
fine porcelain.  These were all set upon the floor, “without
table, napkins, or other linen. He asked me many ques-
tions about England, about the queen, and her bashas, or
nobles; and enquired how she could carry on war against
80 great a monarch as the king of Spain, for he believed 1
that all Europe was under his government. I satisfied him .
as well as I could on all these points, and he seemed very
much pleased. o ,
On the 238d I was sent for by the prince, and rode to his
court on an elephant. He used me extremely well, our en-
tertainment consisting in excessive eating and drinking.
‘While I was on shore, I met with a very sensible merchant
-of China, who spoke Spanish, and of whom I learnt some
- ' things which I hope will give your lordship good content-
ment hereafter. There are many people here from China
who follow trade, and who have their separate town. So
have the Portuguese, the Guzurates, the Arabs, Bengalese,
and Peguers. As our baas disliked that I should so much
frequent the company of the Chinese, he ordered me on
board, and came off himself next day in a very dull humour,
i _ having had some sour looks from the king.
The 1st of September the king gave out that we were to
receive ordnance on board for battering Johor, and to take
: in
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in soldiers for that service,. Many gallies' were mantied and
brought out of the river, and rode at anchor about half a
mile from our ships. The sea was all full of peraws and
boats. There came that day on board our ship the secre-
tary,. named Corcour, and the chief sabander, named 46~
dala, accompanied by many-soldiers armed with cotlasses,
darts, crisses, and targets. They brought with them many
kinds of meats, and & great jar of aquavite, making a great
shew of friendship and banqueting. Suspecting some treach-
ery, we filled our tops with stones, made fast and prepared
our gratings, all without orders from our baas, who was ex-
ceedingly angry, and ordered us to discontinue, but we
‘would not. -

- There is a kind of seed in this country, by eating a little |

of which a man becomes quite foolish, all things seeming
to be metamorphosed ; but, above a certain quantity, it is
deadly poison. With this all the meat and drink they
browght on board was infected. While banqueting, the sa~
bandar sent for me and Mr Tomkins, who kept me compa-
ny, and said some words to one of their attendants, which
I did ‘not understand. -Im a short time we were foolishly
frolicsome, gaping one upon another in a most ridicalous
manner, our captaim, or buas, being at that time & prisoner
in their hands, yet knew it not. g signal was made from
the other ship, where the like treachery was going on un-
gher t?oer dtiﬁ'wtiou of the secretary, e:;?a?: went there from our

ip atpurpose. ‘They immediately set upon us, mur-
dered our baas, and slew several others.y Mr Tomkins and
E, with the assistance of a Frenchman, defended the poop,
which, if they had gained, our ship had been lost, for they
abready had the cabin, and some of their &Hows-hweg: belTiw
among our guns, having crept in at the port-holes. The
masttg of Ougusl:xip, whom thepDutch call cgptain, leapt into
the sea, with several others, but came on board again when
all was over. In the end, we put them to flight, for our
people in the tops armoyed them sore; and, when I saw
~ them rum, I leapt from the poop to pursue them, Mr Tom-

kins following my example. At this time a Turk. came out
of the cabin, who wounded him grievously, and they lay
tumbling over each other on the deck. On seeing this, I
ran the Turk throuch the body with. my rapier, and our
skipper thrust him down the throat into the body with a
half pike, ' _

: All
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All the principal people in the other ship were murdered,
and the ship obviously in possession of the Acheenese; on
which we instantly cut our cables and drove towards. her,
and, with our shot, made the Indians abandon her, so that
we recovered her likewise. The gallies did not venture
near us. In our great distress, it was some comfort to see
how these base Indians fled, how they were killed, and how
they were drowned ; the whole sea being covered with dead
Indians, floating about in hundreds. Abdala, the saban-. o
dar, and one of the king’s near kinsmen, were slain, with- )
many others, and the secretary was wounded. The king
was by the shore at this time, attended by a vast many.
people; and, on learning the death of the sabandar, and
. the overthrow of this treachery, the furious infidels murder-
ed all of our people who were on shore, except eight, who.
were put in irons as slaves. In this great calamity we lost-
sixty-eight persons, of whom we are not certain how many.
may be in captivity, having only knowledge of these eight.
‘We lost at this time two fine pinnaces of twenty tons each,
and our ship’s boat,
‘We left Acheen that same day, and anchored at Pedier, .
where we had sent a small pinnace for rice, but could get
no tidings of her. Nextday, the 2d September, there came
eleven ﬁalhes to take our ships, having Portuguese in them,
as we thought. We sank onc of them, and defeated all the
Test, so that they fled amain. That same afternoon, the
son of Lafort, a French merchant, dwelling in Seething-
lane, London, came on board of us, being one of the eight
prisoners. He brought the following message from the )
king :—¢ Are you not ashamed to be such drunken beasts, ___—"
as, in your drunkenness, to murder-my-people whom 1 sent :
on board of you in kindness?” He farther required of us,
, in satisfaction of his pretended wrong, that we should give 3
: up our best ship, on which he would release our men, tell- H
ing Lafort, if he could succeed in this, that he would make ;
him a great nobleman. To this ridiculous proposal we gave
a flat denial; and, being in distress for water, we went over
to Pulo Lotum, on the coast of Queda, or northern part of
Malacca, on its western coast, in lat. 6° 50’ N. where we re~ %
freshed and watered. :
During our stay at Acheen, we received into both our
ships 140 tons of pepper, what precious stones and other
merchandize besides 1 know not. But, on the day of trea-
s0n,
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son, our merchants lost all the money and goods they liad
on shore, which was said to be of great value. On this oc-
casion, many of our young adventurers were utterly ruined ;
among whom, I most grieve at the loss sustained by poor
Jokn %)ams, having not only lost my friendly factor, but all
my European commodities, with those things I had provi-
ded to shew my love and duty to my best friends ; so that, .
though India did not receive me rich, she hath sent me back
sufficiently poor. ,

The island of Sumatra is pleasant and fertile, aboundinﬁ
in many excellent fruits; but their only grain is rice, whic
serves them for bread. They plough the land with buffa-
loes, which they have in great numbers, but with small skill,
and less industry. The rice grows in all respects like our .
barley. They have ‘plenty of pepper, which is grown in’
large gardens or plantations, often a mile square. It grows
Iike hops, from a planted root, winding about a stake set to
support it, till it grows like a great bushy tree, whence the
pepper hangs in small clusters, three inches long, and an
inch about, each cluster having forty pepper-corns; and it
yields as great increase as mustard-seed. At Acheen they
are able to load twenty ships every year, and might supply
more, if the people were industrious. The whole country
resembles a pleasure-garden, the air being temperate and
wholesome, having every morning a fruitful dew, or small
rain. The harbour of Acheen is very small, having only
six feet water on the bar, at which there is a stone fort, the
ramparts of which are covered or flanked with battlements,
all very low, and very despicahle. In front of this fort is an
excellent road, or anchoring ground for ships, the wind
‘being always off shore, so that & ship may ride safely a mile
from the shore, in eighieen fathoms, and close in, in six
and four fathoms. o S

In ‘this country there are elephants, horses, buffaloesy
oxen, and goats, with many wild-hogs. The land bas plenty
of mines ot gold and copper, with various gums, balsams,
many drugs, and much indigo. Its precious stones are ru=
bies, sapphires, and garnets; but I know not whether they
are found there, or are brought from other places. It has
likewise most exceilent timber for building ships. The city
of Acheen,® if such it may be called, is very spacious, and

is

? Thisplace, called likewise Ackin and Achien by Davis, is commonly
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ia built in a wood, so that the houses are not to be seen till

we are close upon them ; neither could we go into any place -.

but we found houses and a great concourse of people, so
that the town scems to spread over the whole land. Their
houses are raised on posts, eight feet or better from the
ground, leaving free passage under them, the walls and
roofs being only of mats, the poorest and weakest things
that can be conceived. I saw three great market-places,
which were cvery day crowded like fairs, with all kinds of
commodities ex osedv for sale. o
The king, called Sultan Aladin, is said to be an hundred
sears old, yet is a lively man, exceedingly gross and fat. In
i:is young days he was a fisherman, of which there are many
in this place, as they live mostly on fish. Going to the
wars with the former king, he shewed himself so valiant and
discreet in ordering the king’s gallies, that he acquired the
royal fuvour so much as to be appointed admiral of all the
sea-force, in which he conducted himself so valiantly and
wisely, that the king gave him one of his nearest kinswo-
men to wife. The tin had an only dsughter, whom he
marvied to the king of Johor, by whom she had a son, who
was sent to Acheen to be brought up as heir to his grand-
father. The king who now is, being commander in chief
by sea and land, the old king died suddenly ; on which the
present king took the child under his dianship, against
which the nobility protested: but, as he had the command
of the whole armed force, he maintained his point, putting
to death more than a thousand of the nobles, raised the ras-
cal people to be new lords, and made new laws. Finally,
the young prince was murdered, and he proclaimed himself
king, in right of his wife ; on which there arose great wars
between him and the king of Johor, which continue to this
day. He has heid the kingdom by force these twenty years,
and seems now secure in his usurped and ill-got power.
The king’s court, or residence, is situated upon the river,
about half a mile from the city, having three inclosures, and
guards, before any one can come to him, and a wide green
between each guarded inclosure. His house is built like all
the rest, but much higher, so that he can see, from where
he sits, all that come to any of his guards, yet no one can
: see

' called Achen; but in the letters from the king to Queen Elizabeth, which

wiil be mentioned in the sequel, it is called Ashi—Astl, 1. 259, b,
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see him. The walls and covering of his house are made of
mats, which are sometimes hung with cloth of gold, some-
times with velvet, and at other times with damask. He
sits on the ground, cross-legged, like a tailor, and so must
all do who are admitted into his presence. He always wears
four crisses, two before and two behind, richly orpamented
with diamonds and rubies, and has a sword lying in his lap.
He is attended by at least forty women ; some with fans to
cool him, some with cloths to wipe off sweat, others to serve
him with aquavite or water, and the rest to sing pleasant
songs. He doth nothing all day but eat and drink, there
being no end of banqueting from morning till night; and,
when ready to burst, he eats areka betw/a,™ which is a fruit
like a nutmeg, wrapped in a leaf like tobacco, with sharp-
chalk [lime] made of the shells of pearl oysters. Chewing

these ingredients makes the spittle very red, causes-a great,
flow. of saliva, and occasions a great appetite ; it also makes .

the teeth very black, and the blacker they are is considered
as so much the more fashionable. Having recovered his a

pet,itc;f by this mea}r:s, ge rgturns again to baer:iqlﬁiing. 34
way of change, when bhis is again , e goes in-
to‘{he river gt; bathe, wheriu{ne has a pﬁcrg made g:esm.
pose, and gets a fresh appetite by being in-the water. He,
with his women and great men, do qoﬁnin%;but eat, drink,
and talk of venery; so that, if the poets have any truth,
then is this king the great Bacchus, for he practises all the
ceremonies of glattony. He spends his whole time in eat-
ing and drinking with his women, or in cock-fighting.
Such is the king, and such are his subjects; for the whl:)?e
land is entirely given to such habits of enjoyment. :

. While, in a.lf parts of Christendom, it is the custom to
uncover the head in token of reverence, it is here thedirect
contrary ; as, before any man can come into. the presence of
this king, he must put off his shoes and stockings, coming
before him bare-footed and bare-legged, holding his hands
joined over his head, bowing his body, and saying dowlat ;
which duty performed, he sits down, cross-legged, in the
king’s presence. The state is governed by five principal
officers, his secretary, and four others, called sabandars, in
whom are all the authority of government, and who have

inferior -

9 dreka is the nut, and betel the leaf in which it is wrapped, along

with chunam, or lime, called skerp-chalk in the text,—E.
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inferior officers under them. The will of the king is the
: law : as there seemed to be no freemen in all the land, the
iives and properties of all being at the king’s pleasure. In
punishing offenders, he makes no man happy by death, but
orders their hands and feet to be cut off, and then banishes
them to an island called Pulo ?Wey. When any one is con-
demned to die, he is either trodden to death by elephants,
or empaled. Besides those in jails, many prisoners in fet-
ters are seen going about the town. The king has three
wives, and many concubines, who are very closely kept, and
his women are his chief counsellors.
The king has many gallies, an hundred, as I think, some
of them so large as to carry four hundred men. These are
L all made like wherries, very long, narrow, and open, with-
{ out deck, forecastle, or poop, or any upper works whatever.
b Instead of oars, they have paddles, about four feet long,
' made like shovels, which they hold in their hands, not rest-
ing them on the gunwales, or in row-locks, as we do. The
gallies have no ordnance; yet with these he holds all his
neighbours under subjection. His admiral is a woman, as
he trusts no man with that high office. Their weapons are
bows and arrows, javelins, swords, and targets, having no
defensive armour, and fighting entirely naked. They have
a great many pieces of brass ordnance, which they fire ly-
ing on'the ground, using no carriages. Some of these are
the -greatest I ever saw, and the metal of which they are
made is said to be'rich in gold. The great dependence of
g his land-force is in the elephants.
: These people boast of being descended from Abraham,
through Ismael, the son of Hagar, and can distinctly reckon
the genealogies in our Bible. 'They follow the Mahometan
religion, -and use rosaries, or strings of beads, in praying,
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_ Iike the papists. They bring up their children in learning,

“ : and have many schools. They have an archbishop, and
A j other spiritval dignitaries. There is a prophet in Acheen,

< . who is greatly honoured, and is alleged to have the spirit

of prophecy, like the ancients. This person is distinguished

& ; from 2ll the rest by his dress, and is in great favour with

§ . the king. 'The natives are entirely addicted to commerce, k
£ 5 " in which they are very expert; and they have many me-

b chanics or artisans, as goldsmiths, cannon-founders, ship~ i
i p wrights, tailors, weavers, hatters, potters, cutlers, smiths, }
4 : : and
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and distillers of aquavite, [arrak,] which is made from rice,
as they must drink no wine. )

Every family or tribe has its own particular place of bu-
rial, which are allin the fields. The bodies are all deposit-
ed in graves, with the heads laid towards Mecca, having a
stone at the head, and another at the feet, curiously wrought,
so as to-designate the rank and worth of each person. In
the burial-place of the kings, as we were told, every grave
has a piece of gold at the head, and another at the feet, each
weighing 500 pounds, curiously embossed and carved. I
was very desirous to see this-royal cemetery, because of its
great riches, but could not obtain permission; yet am dis-
posed. to believe it to be true, as the reigning king has made

two such costly ornaments for his own grave, which are al-.

most finished. They are each of gold, a thousand pounds

weight a-piece, and are to be richly ornamented with pre~-

cious.stones.™ .

The people who trade to this port are from China, Ben-
gal, Pegu, Java, Coromandel, Guzerata, Arabia, and Ru-
mos. ﬁumos is in the Red-Sea, whence Solomon sent his
ships to Ophir for.gold; which Ophir is now Acheen, as
they affirm upon tradition ; and the Rumos people have fol-
lowed the same trade from the time of Solomon to thisday.**
Their payments are made in different denominations, called
cash, mas, cowpan, pardaw, and tayel. I only saw two
sorts of coin, one of gold, and the other of lead : The gold

. , coin,

1t In the Portuguese Asia is a story which cenfirms thisreport. George
Brito, who went in 1521 to Acheen with six ships, and three hundred
men, having been informed, by an ungrateful Portuguese; whom the king
had relieved from shipwreck, that there was a great treasure of gold in
the tombs of the kings, and having made other inquiries on this subject,
picked a quarrel with the kiug, and landed with two hundred men in or-
der to seize it : But being opposed by the king, at the head of a thousand
men, and six elephants, he, and most of his men, were slain ; a just re~
ward of injustice, ingratitude, and avarice.—Astl. 1. 260. a.

** The Turks are called Rumos i India, because their chief city, Con-
stantinople, was called New Rome. Their tradition of Ophir is more to
be marked than this conceit of Rumos in the Red-Sea.~—Purchas, in a
marginal note.

The Egyptians might follow this trade from the days of Solomon, but
the Rums, or Romans, could not, as they did not possess Egypt till long
after Solomon.—Astl. 1. 260. c. .

t would be too long, in a note, to enter upon any critical discussion
respecting the Ophir of Solomon, which was more probably at Sofuls, on
the eastern coast of Africa,~E,
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coin, or mas, is of the size of a silver-penny, and is as com-
mon at Acheen as pence are in England. The other, of
lead, called cash, is like the little leaden tokens used in Lon-
don by the vintners: 1600 cashes make one mas ; 400 cashes
make a cowpan, and four cowpans a mas; five mases are
equal to four shillings sterling ; four muses make a pardaw,
and four pardaws a tayel. Hence one mas is 93d. sterling;
one pardaw, 3s. 23d.; one tayel, 125 94d.; one cowpan,
23d.; and one cash is a two-bundredth part of a peany.
Pepper is sold by the Bakar, which is 860 English pounds,
for 3L 4s. Their pound is called catt, being twenty-one of
our ounces; and their ounce is larger than ours in the
praportion of sixteen to ten.. They sell precious stones by
a weight named masse, 103 of which make an ounce.

Once every year-they have the following strange custom,.
which happened while we were there. %‘he king and all
his nobles go in great pomp to the church, or masque, to see
if the Messeas be come. On that occasion, I think, there were
at least forty elephants, all richly covered with silk, velvet,
and cloth of gold, several nobles riding on each elephant.
One elephant was exceedingly adorned beyond the rest,
having a little golden castle on his back, which was led for
the expected Messias to ride upon. On another elephant,
the king sat alone in a little castle, so that the whole made
a very splendid procession; in which some bore targets of
pure massy gold, others large golden crescents, with stream~
ers, banners, ensigns, drums, trumpets, and various other
instruments of music. Going to the church with great so-
lemnity, and using many ceremonies, they looked into the
church, and not finding the Messias there, the king descend-
ed from his own elephant, and rede home on that prepared
for the Messias. After which, the day was concluded with
great feastings, and many pleasant sports.

The island of Sumatra .is divided into four kingdoms,

Acheen, Pedier, Monancabo, and Aru, of which Acheen is

the chief, Pedier and Monancabo being tributary to it ; but
Aru refuses subjection, and adheres to the king of Johor,
in Malacca. I only heard of five principal cities in this

island, Acheen, Pedier, Pacem, [Pisang,] Daia, [perhaps .

Daga,] and Monancabo.
I'now return to our proceedings after the slaughter of
Acheen. On the 10th September we anchored at the xsland?
. 9
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of Pulo Lotum, in lat. 6° 50’ N, near the coast of the king-
dom of Queda, where we watered, and procured refresg-
ments. There were in our ship three sealed letters, super-
scribed A. B. C. which were to be opened on the death of
~  our baas, or captain. On opening that marked A. one Tho-
mas Quymans was appointed our chief’; but, as he was slain
at Acheen, we opened B. by which Guyan Lafort, who es-
caped death by bringing the message from the king to us at
Pedier, was nominatef our chief, and was accorgin%ly Te-
‘ceived by us in that capacity. The letter marked C. was
not opened.
- Leaving Pulo Lotum on the 30th September, we sailed
for Acheen, for the purpose of endeavouring to recover our
men who were there in captivity. We came in sight of
Acheen on the 6th October, and got into the bay on the
12th, where twelve of their gallies set upon us. We got up
with one of them, and gave her several shots; but, as the
weather was very calm, she escaped from us under the land,
_and the rest did not dare to approach us, for they are proud
base cowards. On the 18th, we set sail for Tanaserim,*s
which is a place of great trade, and anchored among the :
islands in the ba bei)r;ging to that place, in lat, 11° 20’ N, .o
on the 25th. - We were here so much crossed by contrary M
winds, that we could not up to the city, which stands
twenty leagues within the bay ; and, being in great distress
for provisions, we made sail for the Nicobar islands, hoping
there to find relief. We anchored at these islands on the
12th November, in lat. 8° N. when the people brought us
off great abundance of poultry, oranges, lemons, and other
fruit, with some ambergris, which we paid for in pieces of
liven cloth and table napkins. These islands consist of
pleasant and fertile low land, and have good anchorage for
ships ; but the people are very barbarous, living on fish and
. natural fruits, not cultivating the ground, and consequently
°  having no rice. }

We departed on the 16th of November, shaping our
course for Ceylon, being in great distress, especially for
rice. By the great goodness of God, on the 6th December,
we took a ship from Negapatam, on the coast of Coromandel,
laden with rice, and bound for Acheen. There werein her
about sixty persons, belonging to Acheen, Java, Ceylon, Pe-

gu»
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13 Mergui, the sea-port of Tanaserim, isin lat. 12° N. .
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gu, Narsinga, and Coromandel. From these people we learnt

‘that there is a city in Ceylon called Matecalou,’* a place of
‘great trade, where we might load our ships with cinnamon,

pepper, and cloves. Theyalso told us that there were great

. store of precious storfes and pearls to be had in Ceylon;

that the country abounded in all kinds of provisions, and
that the king was a bitter enemy to the Portuguese. They
likewise told us of a city called Trinquanamale, [ Trincono-

‘male, usually called Trinquamalee,] at which was a similar

trade. They engaged that we might load our ships, and
procure a plentiful supply of provisions, at either of these
places, for little money ; and we accordingly used our ut-
most possible exertions to get to them, but all te ne purpose,
as the wind was quite contrary. The Indians then told us,

that if we would remain till January, we should meet above

an hundred sail of ships, laden with spiceries, linen cloth,
[cottons,] and commeodities of China ; but our commander
would not agree to stay there for the purpose of war, as his
commission only authorised him to trade, but proposed to
remain for traflic, paying for every thing he might be able
to procure. To this, however, the company would not con-
sent; and we accordingly began our voyage homewards on
the 28th of December, after beating up for sixteen days to
endeavour to make Batacolo, 'We had discharged our prize
on the 18th, after taking out most of her rice, for which our
commander paid them to their satisfaction; but our men
plundered the Indians of their goods and money in a dis-
orderly manner. We took with us twelve of the Indians,
belonging to different countries; and.after they had been
with us some time, they informed us that the merchants in
the Negapatam ship had a large quantity of precious stones

. in the ship, hidden under the planks of her lining. How

far this might be true-I know not, as, for some unknown
;easbn, Mr Tomkins and I were not allowed to go on board
er.

The 5th March, 1600, our “wictuals were poisoned, but
God preserved us; for one of our people tasting it by chance,
or from greediness, was infected. It was strongly poisoned
before it came to us, being fresh fish; for our surgeon took
almost a spoonful of poison out of one fish. But this is not

the

"‘I\Perhaps Batacolo is here meunt, on the east side of Ceylon, inlat, 7*
45 N, ’
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the first time, if the grieved would complain.*s The 10th
March we fell in with the Cape of Good Hope, where we
encountered a heavy storm ; and on the 26th we doubled
‘that Cape.

‘We anchored at St Helena on the 13th March. This
island is in lat. 16° 8. [15° 45.] We here found plenty of
water, with abundaunce of figs, and as many fish as we chose
to take. At sun-set, on the 15th, a caravel came into the
roads, and acchored a large musket-shot to windward of us.
She was totally unprepared for fighting, as none of her guns
were mounted. We fought her all night, giving her inthat
time, as I think, upwards of 200 shots, though, in the course
of eight hours, she did not return a single shot, nor seemed
to regard us. By midnight she got six pieces mounted,
which she used to good purpose, shooting us often through,
and slew two of cur men. So, on the 16th, in the morn-
ing, we departed, having many of our men sick, and shaped
our course for the island of Ascension, where we hoped to
find relief. The 238d April we got sight of that island,
which is in lat. 8° S. [7° 50%.] Bat it has neither wood, wa-
ter, or any green thing upon it, being a barren green rock,
five leagues broad.. The 24th, at midnight, we agreed to
proceed to theisland of Fernando Loronio, [ Noronho,] where
we knew that sufficient relief could be had, as we had stopt
ten weeks there when outward-bound, when unable to
double Cape St Augustine.

We arrived on the 6th May at Fernando Noronho, [in
lat. 3028 S. off the coast of Brazil,] where wé remained six
days to take in water, and to refresh ourselves. The 13th
of the $ame month we departed, shaping our course for the
English channel, and arrived at Middleburgh, in Zealand,
~on the 29th of July, 1600. Cs :

*s This story is very unintelligible, as no circumstance is mentioned as
to where the fish were got, nor who was suspected of introducing the

poison.—E.
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62 Larly English Voyages  pamr 11, BOOK I1I.
SectioN X,

Voyage of William Adams to Ja ar, in 1598, and o
o 4 Residence in that sland,® ’ i

INTRODUCTION.

there. His first letter, dated Japan, 224 October, 1611, is
addressed,—< To my unknown Friends and Countrymen ¢

desiring this letter, by your good means, or the news or -

copy thereof;, may come to the hands of one, or many of my
acquaintance, at Limehouse, or elsewhere; or at Gilling-
ham, in Kent, by Rochester.” The second letter has no
date, the concluding part of it being suppressed or lost, by
the malice of the bearers, as Purchas suspected; but is

1620, in Japan, as reported by the ship James, which ar.
rived from that island, in England, in 162]. Purchas gb-
serves, that though this voyage was not by the Cape of
Good Hope, he had yet inserted it among the early Eng.
Iish voyages to India, because performed to Japan. The
editor of Astley’s Collection says that he once intended to
have placed it in a different division of his work, as per.
formed by a south-west course ; but, because Adamg is fre-
quently mentioned in the Jjournals of Saris and Cocks, to
whom he was serviceable in Japan, he chose to follow the

- example of Purchas. One of the views of Adams, in the

first of these letters, in the opinion of the editor of Astley’s
Collection, appears to have been to excite the English'to
Tepair to Japan; and they seem to have entertained that
object at the same time, as Saris set out upon his voyage to
that island six months before the date of the letter from

Adams.
In Astley’s Collection, the editor has used the freedom, as
he

3 Purchas his Pilgrims, 1, 123, Astley, I, 523,
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he has done in a variety of other instanccs, to make great
" elterations in the arrangement of the original document,
_and even often makes important changes in the sense, which
is by no means commendable. In this article, as in all others,
we have chosen to have recourse to the original source,
: :inerely accommodating the language to that of the present
ay.
Before the letters of Adams, it seemed proper to give the

following short notice of the earlier part of the voyage in

which Adams went to Japan, as contained in the Pilgrims
.of Purchas, vol. L. p. 78.—E.

§ 1. Brief Relation of the Voyage of Sebalt de Wert to the
: Straits of Magellan.

In the year 1598, the following ships were fitted out at
.Amsterdam for a voyage to India: The Hope, of 250 tons,
admiral, with 136 persons ; the Charity, of 160 tons, vice-
. admiral, with 110 men; the Faith, of 160 tons, and 109
.men ; the Fidelity, of 100 tons, and 86 men ; and the Good

News, of 75 tons, and 56 men ; of which fleet Sir Jaques
Mahu was general, and Simon de Cordes vice-admiral ; the
captains of the other three ships being Benninghen, Bock-
holt, and Sebalt de Wert. Being farnished with all necessary
provisions, they set sail on the 27th June, 1598. After
much difficulty, and little help at the Cape de Verd islands,
" where they lost their general, to whom Cordes succeeded,
they were forced, by their pressing wants, and the wiles of
the Portuguese, being severely infected with the scurvy in
all their ships, to leave these islands, with the intention of
going to the Isle of Anabon, in the gulf of Guines, in lat.
1° 40’ S. to make better provision of water, and other ne-
.cessaries, and to refresh their men. Falling in unexpectedly
-with the land, in about the lat. of 3° S. 120 miles before
+ their reckoning, they determined to§ to Cape Lope Gon-
salves, driving a peddling trade with the negroes as they
.went along the coast. ) :

Arriving at the bay of Cape Lope, the sick men were
sent a-shore on the 10th November. The 23d, a French
sailor came aboard, who promised to procure them the fa~
vour .of the negro king, to whom Captain Sebalt de Wert
was sent. This king was found on a throne hardly a foot
high, having a lamY’s skin under his feet. He was dressed
in a coat of violet cloth, with tinsel lace, without shirt, shoes,
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66 Early English Voyages ~ PART II. BOOK II.

or stockings, having a party-coloured cloth on his head,
with many glass beads hanging from his neck, attended by
his courtiers adorned with cocks feathers. His palace was
not comparable to a stable. His provisions were brought
to him by women, being a few roasted plantains and some
smoke-dried fish, served in wooden vessels, with palm-wine,
in such sparing measure, that Massinissa, and other re-
nowned exampﬁzs of temperance, might have been disciples
to this negro monarch. One time the Dutch captain rega-
led his majesty with some of the ship’s provisions; but he
forgot all his temperance on being treated with Spanish
wine, and had to be carried off mortal drunk. Very little
réfreshment could be procured here. They killed a boar
and two buflalocs in the woods, and snared a few birds, be-
sides buying some provisious from the negroes. The worst
of all was, as the scurvy subsided, they were afflicted with
dangerous fevers. -

Departing from this place on the 8th December, they
came to the island of 4nobon on the 16th, where they pro-
cured some provisions by force. By the scurvy and fever
they lost thirty men, among whom was Thomas Spring, a
young Englishman of promising parts. In the beginning
of the year 1599, they departed from Anabon, steering for
the straits of Magellan, being too late for passing the )aape
of Good Hope. The 10th March they observed the sea all
red, as if mixed with blood, occasioned by being full of
red worms, which when taken up leapt like fleas. They en-
tered the straits on the 6th April, supplying themselves at
Penguin islands with thirteen or fourteen hundred of these
birds. On the 18th of that month they anchored in Green
bay within the straits, where they got fresh water and large
mussels. They remained at this place till the 23d of August,
in a perpetually stormy winter, and lost a hundred of their
men. The storm found them continual labour, without any
J furtherance of their intended voyage; suffering continual
- rain, wind, snow, hail, hunger, loss of anchors, and spoiling
: of their ships and tackling, sickness, death, and savages,
. _ want of stores and store of wants, so that they endured a
: fulness of misery. The exireme cold increased their appe-
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. tites, which decreased their provisions, and made them anxi- %
- . ous to look out for more.
On the 7th May, going in their boats to take gudgeons t

on the south side of the straits, opposite Green bay, they
descried seven canoes with savages, who seemed ten or eleven o
feet i
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feet high, with red bodies and long hair.* Thke Dutch were
much amazed at these men, who likewise terrified them with
stones and loud cries. The Dutch got immediately into
their boats, and stood on their defence ; but when the savae«

s saw four or five of their companions fall down dead,
slain by Dutch thunder, they fled to the land ; and pluck-
ing up large trees, barricaded themselves against the Hol-
landers, who left them After this, three of the Dutchmen,
in seeking food to preserve their life, found death at the
hands of naked savages, who were armed with barbed darts,
which, if they entered the flesh, had to be cut out.

This Green bay, in which they staid so long, was named
Cordes bay after the commander. In another, called Horse
bay, they erected a new guild or fraternity, binding them-
selves with much solemnity and many oaths to certain arti-
cles, and calling it the Fraternity cof the Freed Lion. The
general added six chosen men to himself in this society,
and caused their names to be engraven on a board, which
was hung up on high pillars, to be scen by all passing that
way; but it was defaced by the savages, who likewise dis-
interred the dead bodies from their graves and dismember-
ed them, carrying one away. :

The 3d September, they left the straits, and continued
till the 7th, when De Wert was forced to stay by a storm,
and the Faith and Fidelity were left behind in much misery,
hunger, tempests, leaks, and other distress. The death of
their master, and the loss of their consorts, added much to
their misery, and in the end of the month they were forced
again into the straits ; after which, in two months, they had
not one fair day to dry their sails. The 14th October, the
‘Faith lost two anchors. To one place they gave the name
of Perilous bay, and called another Unfortunate.bay, in re-
membrance ot their distresses, to all of which the devil add-
ed mutiny among their people and thieving. They took a
savage woman who had two children, one of whom they
thought to be only six months old, yet it could walk readily,
and had all its teeth. I loath to relate their loathsome feed-

ing,

2 This is the first notice we have yet met with of the long-famed Pata-
gonians; but their enormous stature in the text is very diffidently asserted.
We shall have future opportunities of becoming better acquainted with
these South American giants. Perhaps the original may only have said

they seemed ten or eleven spans high, and some careless editor chose to
substitute feet.—E. .
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ing, with the blood running from their mouths. They here
met General Oliver Noort, whose men were all lusty, and
was yet unable to spare them any relief. After a world of
straits in these straits, too long to rehearse, they departed
thence on the 22d January, 1600, and arrived in the Maese
on the 14th July. Without the straits, in lat. 50° 40’ S.
they saw three islands, sixty miles from land, stored with
penguins, which they called the Sebaldines of the Indies,
but which are not inserted in maps.?

§ 2. First Letier of William Adams.

Hearing that some English merchants are residing in the -

island of Java, although by name unknown, and having an
opportunity, 1 presume to write these¢ lines, desiring your
worshipful company, being unknown to me, to pardon my
boldness. The reason of my writing is chiefly that my con-
science binds me to love my country and country men.
Your worships will therefore please to understand that I am
a Kentish man, born in the town of Gillingham, two miles
from Rochester and one mile from Chatham, where the
king’s ships lie; and that from the age of twelve years I
was brought up at Limehouse near London, being appren-
tice twelve years to one Mr Nicholas Diggines. 1 have ser-
‘ved both as master and pilot in her majesty’s ships; and
served eleven or-twelve years with the worshipful company
of Barbary merchants. When the Indian trade of Holland
began, I was desirous of making some trial of the small
knowledge which God hath given me in that navigation.
So, in the year 1598, I was hired as chief pilot of a fleet of
five sail, which was fitted out by Peter Vanderhag and
Hans Vanderuke, the chiefs of the Dutch India company.
A merchant named Jaques Mayhay,* was general of this
fleet, in whose ship I:was pilot.

1t being the 23d or 24th of June before we set sail, we
were too latexin coming to the line to pass it without con-

trary winds, for it was then the middle of September, at
' ’ which

3 The only islands which agree in any respect with the position assign-
ed in the text, are the north-westermost of the Malouines or Falkland
;’s]aéxds,Ewhich are nearly in that latitude, but much farther from theé
and.—E. i

# Called Mahu in the preceding narrative.~E.
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which time we found much southerly winds, and many of

our men fell sick, so that we were obliged to go upon the

coast of Guinea to Cape Lopo Gonsalves, where we landed ;,
our sick men, many of whom died. Few recovered here, )
as the climate was very unhealthy,.and we could procure
little or no refreshment. We determined therefore, for the 4
fulfilment of our voyage, to sail for the coast of Brazil, and
to pass through the ‘straits of Magellan. By the way we
came to an island called [/ka da Anobun, where we landed
and took the town, consisting of about eighty houses. We
refreshed in this island, where we had plenty of lemons,
oranges, and various other fruits; but such was the un-
healthiness of the air, that as one grew better another fell i
sick. 'We spent upon the coast of Cape Gonsalves and- at
Anobon about two months, till the 12th or 18th of Novem~
ber, when we sailed from Anobon, having the wind still-at
S. by E. and S.S.E. till we got four degrees south of the line ;
at which time the winds became more favourable, coming
to S.E. E.S.E. and E. so that we ran from Anobon to the ‘
straits in about five months. During this passage, one of: .
our ships carried away her mainmast, by which we were
much hindered, having to set up a new mast at sea.

The 29th of March we espied the land in the latitude of ' s
50° S. after having the wind for two or three days contrary ; "
but the wind becoming again fair, we got into the straits of b
Magellan on the 6th April,"1599, by which time the winter
was come on, so that there was much snow. Through cold i
and hunger combined, our men became very weak. We
had the wind at east for five or six days, in which time we
might have passed through the straits; but we waited re- 5

5y
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%I« freshing our men, taking in wood and water, and setting '
% up a pinnace of about fifteen or sixteen tons. At length, we .
] would have passed the straits, but could not, on account of *
i southerly winds, attended by much rain and great cold, with

snow.and ice; so that we had to winter in the straits, re-
maining there from the 6th April till the 24th September,
by which time almost all our provisions were spent, so that
many of our men died of hunger. Having passed through
the straits into the South Sea, we found many violent cur- )
rents, and were driver south into 54 degrees, where we T
found the weather excessively cold. Getting at last favour- ‘
able winds, we prosecuted our intended voyage towards the

coast
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70 Early English Voyages ~ PART I1. BOOK IIf.

coast of Peru; but in the end lost our whole fleet, being all
separated from each other.

Before the fleet separated, we had appointed, in case of
separation by foul weather, that we should wait on the coast
of Chili, in the latitude of 46° 8. for thirty days, in hopes
of rejoining. Accordingly, I went to that latitude, where
we remained twenty-eight days, and procured refreshments
from the natives, who were very good-natured, though the
Spaniards had nearly prevented them at first from dealing
with us. They brought us shecp and potatoes, tor which
we gave them bells and knives; but at length they retired
into the country, and came no more near us. Having set
up a pinnace which we brought with us, and remained in
waiting for our consorts during twenty-cight days, we pro-
ceeded to the port of Baldivia n lat. 40° 20° S. but entered
not by reason of contrary winds, on which we made for the
island of Mocha, where we arrived next day. Finding none
of our ships there, we sailed for the island of Santa Maria,’
and came next day to the Cape, which is within a league and
half of that island, where we saw many people; being much
tempest-tost endeavouring to go round that cape, and find-
ing good ground, we came to anchor in a five sandy bay,
in fifteen fathoms water.

We went in our baoat, to endeavour to enter intoa friendly
conference with the natives, but they opposed our landing,
and shot a great many arrows at our men. Yet, having no
victuals in our ship, and hoping to procure refreshments
here, we forcibly landed between twenty-seven and thirty
men, driving the natives from the shore, but had most of
our men wounded by their arrows. Being now on land,
we made signs to them of {riendship, and at length succeed-
ed in bringing them to an amicable conference,%y means of
signs and tokens which the people understood. By our
signs we communicated our desire to procure provisions, in
exchange for iron, silver, and cloth. They gave us some wine,
potatoes, and fruits; and desired us by signs to return to
our ship, and come back the next day, when they would
supply us with victuals. It being now late, our people came
on beard, most of them more or less hurt, yet glad of having
brought the natives to a parley.

Next

5 The island of Santa Mariz, or St Mary, is on the coast of Chili near
Conception, In about the latitude $6° 50" N,
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N Next day, the 9th November, 1599, our captain and all

our officers prepared to land, having come to the resolu-
tion of only going to the shore, and landing two or three
men at the most, as the people were very numerous, and our
people were not willing to put too much trust in them. Oar
captain went in one of our boats, with all the force we were
able to muster; and when near the shore, the natives made
signs for him to land, which our captain was not willing to
do. But as the natives did not come near the boats, our
captain and the rest determined to land, notwithstanding
what had been agreed upon in the ship. At length twenty-
three men landed, armed with muskets, and marched up
towards four or five houses; but had hardly got a musket-
shot from the boats, when above a thousand Indians fell
upon them from an ambush, with such weapons as they
had, and slew them all within our sight. Our boats waited
Iong, to see if any of our men would return; but seeing no
hope to recover any of them, they returned to the ship with
the sorrowful news that all who had landed were slain. This
was a most lamentable affair, as we had scarcely as many
men remaining as could weigh our anchor.

We went next day over to the island of St Mary, where
we found our admiral, who had arrived there four days be-
fore us, and had departed from the island of Mocka the day
after we came from thence, the general, master, and all the
officers having been wounded on shore.® We were much
grieved for our reciprocal misfortunes, so that the one be-
moaned the other, yet were glad that we had come together
again. My good friend Timothy Shotten of London was

pilot of this ship. At this island of St Mary, which is in~

lat. 37° S, [36° 5077 near the coast of Chili, it was counclu~
ded to take every thing into one of the ships, and burn the
other; but the new captains couid not agree which of the
ships to burn, so that this agreement was not executed.
Having much cloth in our ships, it was agreed to steer for
Japan, which we understood was a good market for cloth;
and we were the more inclined to this measure, because the
King of Spain’s ships upon the coast of Peru having now
intelligence of us, would come in search of us, and knew
that we were weak by the loss of our men, which was all

too

6 In the second letter, the general and twenty-seven men are said te

have been sluin at Mocha,—E.
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too true, for onc of our ships, as we learnt afterwards, was
forced to surrender to the enemy at St Jago.

Having procured refreshments at Santa Maria, more by

policy than force, we departed from the road of that island
on the 27th November with our two ships, having heard
nothing of the rest of our flect. We took our course direct
for Japan, and passed the line togethery keeping company
till we came into the latitude of 28° N. in which latitude,
on the 22d and 23d of February, we had as heavy a storm
of wind as I ever saw, accompanied with much rain; during

which storm we lost sight of our other and larger ship, be--

ing very sorry.to be left alone, yet comforted ourselves with
the hope of meeting again at Japan. Continuing our course
as we best could for wind and weather, till we were in the lat.
of 30° N. we sought for the north cape of that island,: but
found it not, because it is falsely laid down in all charts, maps,
and globes, for that cape is 35° 30' N. which is a great dif-
ference.” At length, in 32° 30' N. we saw land on the 19th
April, having been four months and twenty-two days be-
tween Santa Maria and Japan, and at this time there were

only six men, besides myself, who could stand on their feet..

~Being now in safety, we let go our anchor about a league

" from a place called Bungo.® Many beats came off to us,

and we allowed the people to come on beard, being quite

unable to offer any resistance; yet, though we could only.

understand each other very imperfectly by signs, the peo-
ple did us no harm. After two or three days, a jesuit came
to us from a place called Nangasacke, to which place the
Portuguese caraks from Macao are in use to come yearly.
This man, with some Japanese chieftains, interpreted for
us, which was bad for us, being our mortal enemies; yet
the King of Bungo, where we had arrived, shewed us great
: : friendship,

7 The geographical notices in the text are hardly intelligible. The
northern cape of Japan is in 40° 30’ N.  Sunddown point, towards the
south end of the eastern side of the great island of Niphon, i3 nearly in’
the Iatifude indicated in the text. The latitude of 32° 30°, where, accord~
ing to Adams, they had first sight of Japan, is on the eastern side of Kiue«
siu, the south-western island of Japan, in long. 131° 25" E. while Sand~
down point is in long. 141° E. from Greenwich.—E.

3 In modern maps, Bungo is the name of the middle province on the
eastern side of Japan, and includes the indicated latitude, the nearest
sea-port town being named Nocea, thirty-five miles farther north. But
as we have hardly any intercourse with Japan, our maps of that country
are very imperfecte—E.
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friendship, giving us a house on sho::e for our sick, and
every refreshment that was needful. When we came to an=

chor off Bungo, we had twenty-four men living, sick and-

well, of whom three died next day, and other three after
continuing long sick, all the rest recovering. L

The Emperor of Japan hearing of us, sent presently five
gallies, or frigates, to us at Bungo, with orders to bring me
to the court where he resided, which was almost eighty Eng-
lish leagues from Bungo.* When I came before him, he

demanded to know from what country we were, and I an-

swered him in all points. There was nothing almost that
he did not enquire about, more especially concerning war
and peace between different countries, to all of which I an-
swered to the best of my knowledge, which were too long
to write off at this time. After this conference, I was or-
dered to prison along with one of our mariners, who had
accompanied me to serve me, but we were well used there.
Some two days afterwards the emperor sent for me again,
and demanded the reason of our having come so far. I
made answer, that we were a people who sought peace and
friendship with all nations, and to have trade with all coun-
tries, bringing such merchandise as our country had, and
buying such others in foreign countries as were in request
in ours, through which reciprocal traffic both countries
were enriched. He enquired much respecting the wars be-
tween us and the Spaniards and Portuguese, and the causes
of the same, all the particulars of whic% I explained to him,
with which he seemed much pleased. After this I was again
remanded to prison, but in another place, where my lod-
ging was bettered. *°

I continued thirty-nine days in prison, hearing no news
of our ship or captain, and knew not whether he were re-
covered or not, neither respecting the rest of our company.
In all that time I expected continually to be crucified, as is
the custom of Japan, as hanging is with us ; for during my
long imprisonment, the Portuguese and jesuits gave many
false accounts against us to the emperor, alledging that we
were thieves, W§10 went about to rob and plunder all na-
tions, and that if we were suffered to live it would be to the

injury

9 This was Osaca, which is eighty leagues from Bungo.—Purchas.

Osaka, in 2 straight line, is about ninety marine leagues, or 276 Eng-
dish miles, from the coast of Bungo.—E.

2 The second letter, addressed to his wife, breaks off here~—E.
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injury of the emperor and his nation ; for then no mation
would come there without robbing, but if justice were ex-
ccuted upon us, it would terrify the rest of our nation from
coming there any more. They thus persuaded the emperor
daily to cut us off; making all the friends at court they could
to back them. But God was merciful to us, and would not
perwit them to have their will against us.- At length the
emperor gave them this answer: ¢ That, as we had done no
hurt to him or any of his subjects, it was contrary to reason
and justice to put us to death ; and if our country and theirs
were at war, that was no reason why he should punish- us.”
They were quite cast down by this answer, seeing’ their
cruel intentions towards us disappointed, for which God be
praised for ever and ever.

While I remained in prison, the emperor gave orders for
our ship to be brought as near to the city where he resided
as possible, which was done accordingly.. Then, on the one
and fortieth day of my imprisonment, I was again brought
before the empcror, who asked me many more questions,
which were too long to write. In conclusion, he asked me
if I wished to go to the ship to see my countrymen, which
I said would give me much satisfaction. So he bad me go,
and I departed, being freed from imprisonment. I now first
learnt that our ship and company were come to the city
where the emperor resided ; whereupon, with a joyous heart,
I took a boat and went on board, where I found our cap-
tain and the rest recovered from their sickness. At our

" meeting they saluted me with tears, having heard that I was

long since put to death. Thus, God be praised, all we that
were left alive came again together. '

All our things were taken out of our ship, all my instru-
ments and other things being taken away, so that 1 had no-
thing left but the clothes on my back, and all the rest were
in a similar predicament. This had been done unknown to
the emperor, and, being informed of it, he gave orders-to
restore every thing to us; but they were all so dispersed
among many hands that this could not be done: Where-
fore 50,000 ryals were ordered to he given us, which the
emperor himself saw delivered into the hands of one of his
officers, who was appointed our governor, with orders to
supply us irom that fund as we had occasion, to enable us
to purchase provisions, and all other necessary charges. At
the end of thirty days, during which time our ship layfbe-

ore
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fore a city called Sakay, three leagues, or two and a half,
from Osaka, where the emperor then resided, an order was
issued-that our ship should be carried to the eastern part of
the land of Japan called Quanto, whither, according to his
commands, we went, the distance being about 120 leagues.
Our passage there was long, owing to contrary winds.

Coming to the land of Quanto, and near to the city of
Eddo, [Jedo,]** where the emperor then was, we used many
supplications to get our ship set free, and to be allowed to
seek our best profit at the place where the Hollanders have
their trade," in the prosecution of which suit we expended
much of the money given us by the emperor. In this time
three or four of our men mutinied against the captain and
me, and drew in the rest of our men, by which we had much
trouble with them, every one endeavouring to be command-
er, and all being desirous to share among them the money
given us by the emperor. It would be too tedious to relate
all the particulars of this disturbance. Suffice it to say, that
we divided the money, giving to every one a share according
to his place. This happened when we had been two years in
Japan. After this, when we had received a positive denial to
our petition for having our ship restored, and were told
that we must abide in Japan, our people, who had now their
shares of the money, dispersed themselves, every one to
where he thought best. In the end, the emperor gave to
every one to live upon two pounds of rice daily, and so
much yearly as was worth eleven or twelve ducats, the cap-
tain, myself, and the mariners all equal, :

In the course of three or four years the emperor called
me before him, as he had done several times before, and on
this occasion he would have me to build him a small ship.
I answered that I was not a carpenter, and had no know-
ledge in ship-building. < Well then,” said he, ¢ do it as
well as you can, and 1f it be not well done, there is no mat-
ter.” Accordingly I built a ship for him of about eighty

: tons

1 Osaka, at the head of a bay of the same name on the south side of
Niphon, is in lat. 84° 58" N. long. 135° 5’ E. Sakay, or Sakai, on the
“east-side of the same bay, is about fifteen miles directly south from Osa-
ka’” Eddo, or Jedo, at the head of a bay of that name, likewisc on the
south side of Niphen, is in lat. 55 88 long. 140° E. from Greenwich.—

> This is probably an anachronism, meaning the place where the Hol-
landers had becn allowed to trade by the time when Adams wrote in
isll—E, .
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tons burthen, constructed in all proportions according to-

our manner. He came on board to see her, and was much
pleased, so that I grew into favour with him, was often ad-
mitted to his presence, and received presents from him from
time to time, and at length got an yearly revenue. to live
upon, equal to about seventy ducats, besides two pounds of
rice daily, as before. Being in such grace and favour, ow-
ing to my having taught him some parts of geometry and
mathematics, with other things, I so pleased him, that what-
ever I said was not to be contradicted. My former enemies,
the jesuits and Portuguese, wondered much at this, and of-
ten solicited me to befriend them with the emperor, so that
through my means both Spaniards and Portuguese have
frequently received favours, and I thus recompensed their
evil with good. In this manner, though at first it cost me
much labour and pains to pass my time and procure 2
living, God hath at length blessed my endeavours.

At the end of five years I made supplication to the em-.

eror for leave to quit Japan, desiring to see my poor wife
and children, according to nature and conscience; but he
was displeased with my request, and would not permit me

to go away, saying that I must continue in the country. -

Yet in process of time, being greatly in his favour, I made
supplication again, hearing that the Hollanders were in
Acheen and Patane, which rejoiced us much, in the hopes
that God would enable us to return again to our country
by some means or other. Itold him, if he would permit me
to depart, 1 would be the means of bringing both the Eng~
lish and Hollanders to trade in his country. He said that
he was desirous of both these nations visiting his country in
the way of trade, and desired me to write to them for that
purpose, but would by no means consent to my going away.
Seeing, therefore, that I could not prevail for myselt, I pe-
titioned him for leave to our captain to depart, which he
readily granted. Having thus procured his liberty, the

captain embarked in a Japanese junk, in which he went to -

Patane, where he waited a year tor Dutch ships; but none
arriving in that time, he went from Patane to Johor, where
he found a fleet of nine sail, of which Matleet was general,
and in which fleet he was again made 2 master.

This fleet sailed for Malacca, where it fought with a Portu-
guese squadron, in which battle he was slain ; so-that I think
as yet there can be no certain news respecting me, whether I

be
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be alive or dead. Wherefore I am very desirous that my
wife and two children may learn that I am alive in Japan;
my wife being in 2 manner a widow, and my children fa-
therless; which alone is my greatest grief of heart, and
sorely afflicts me. I am a man not unknown in' Ratcliff and
Limehouse; particularly to my good master Mr Nicholas
Diggines, Mr Thomas Best, Mr Nicholas Isaac and Mr
William Isaac, brothers, with many others, as also to Mr -
‘William Jones and Mr Becket. Therefore, if this letter,
or a copy of it, may come into any of their hands, I am sure
that such is their goodness, that they will communicate the
news to my family and friends, that I do as yet live in this
vale of sinful pilgrimage: Which thing I do again and
again earnestly desire may be done, for the sake ?)?Jesus.
You are to-understand, that the first ship I built for the
-emperor made a voyage or two, whereupon he commanded §
me to build another, which I did of the size of 120 tons. In -~ i

11 i
ot &y .

this ship I made a voyage from Meaco®: [in lat. 55° 12’ N.
long. 135° 37" E.] to Jeddo, being about as far as London =
is from the Lizard or Land’s-end of England. In the year . 1

1609, the emperor lent this ship to the governor of Manil-
la, to go with 80 of his men to Accapulco. In the same
year 1609, a great ship of about 1000 tons, called the San __
Francisco, was cast away on the east coast of Japan, in the ‘
!
!

latitude of 30° 50’ N. Being in great distress in a storm, she
cut her mainmast by the board, and bore away for Japan ;
‘and in the night time, before they were aware, the ship ran’
on shore, and was utterly wrecked, 136 men being drowned,
and 340 or 350 saved, in which ship the governor of Ma-
nilla was going as a passenger for New Spain. This go-
vernor was sent off to Accapulco, as before said, in the
larger ship of my building, and 1611 he sent back another ;
ship in her stead, with a great present, and an ambassador 4
to the emperor, giving him great thanks for his kindness, .=
and sending the value of the emperor’s ship in goods and B
money : which ship of my building, the Spaniards now have
at the Philippine islands. :
At this time, for the services which I have performed to

the emperor, and am daily performing, he hath given me a #
: living 4
35 Meaco is entirely an inland city, thirty-five miles from Osaka, and T

on the same river, which runs into the bay of Osaka two or three miles
below the latter city. 1Itis probable, therefore, that this ship may have
-been built at Meaco, and floated down the river to the bay of Osaka—~E.
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living, like unto a lordship in England, in which there are
eighty or ninety husbandmen, who are as my servants and
slaves, the like having never been done to any stranger be-
fore in this country. Thus God hath amply provided for
me after my great misery:- To his name be the praise for
ever and ever. 4men. But whether I shall ever get out of
this land or not I know not.  Until this present year, 1611,
there has been no way or manner of accomplishing this my
earnest desire, which there now is through the trade of the
Hollanders. In 1609, two ships belonging to Holland came
to Japan, in the intention of taking the carak which comes
yearly from Macao. Being five or six days too late for that
purpose, they came notwithstanding to Firando.*" From
thence they waited on the emperor, and were received in a
friendly manner, receiving permission to come yearly to
Japan with one or two ships, and so departed with the em-
peror’s pass or licence. In consequence of this permission,
a small ship is arrived this year, 1611, with cloth, lead, éle-
phants’ teeth, damask, black taffeties, raw silk, pepper, and
‘other commodities ; and have given a sufficient excuse why
they missed the former year, as had been promised. This
ship was well received, and entertained in a friendly man-
ner.
" You must understand that the Hollanders have here an
Irdies of money and profit; as by this trade they do not
need to bring silver from Holland to the East Indies; for
in Japan there is much silver and gold, to serve their turn
in other places of the East Indies where it is needed. The
-merchandise that is most vendible here for ready money, is
-raw silk, damask, black taffety, black and red cloth of the
best kind, lead, and such like gcods. Learning, by this
lately-arrived Hollander, that a settled trade is now carried
on by my countrymen in the East Indies, I presume that
some among them, merchants, masters, or mariners, must
needs know me. Therefore am I emboldened to write these
few lines, which I have made as short as I could, not to be
too tedious to the readers. :
This country of Japan is a great island, reaching in its
nerthern part to the latitude of forty-eight degrees,*® and’
its
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*4+-Firando is an island about twenty miles in diameter, in the west of
Japan, the centre of which is in lat. 389 10’ N. and long. 128° 30’ E. from
Greenwich—E. . :

- ¥ The island of Japan Proper reaches only to lat. 40° 57' N, and the




its most southerly part is in thirty-five degrees, both north.
Its length from east by north to west by south, for such is - -
its direction, is 220 English leagues. “The breadth from
south to north is thirtcen degrees, twenty leagues to the de-
gree, or 260 leagues, so that it is almost square. The in-
habitants of Japan are good-natured, courteous above mea- -
sure, and valiant in war. Justice is executed with much se-
verity, and is distributed impartially, without respect of--
persons, upon all transgressors of the law. They are go-
verned in great civility, and I think that no part of the
world has better civil policy. The people are very super-
stitious in their religion, and entertain various opinions or
‘beliefs. There are many jesuits and franciscan friars in the
country, who have converted many of the natives to Chris-
tianity, and who have many churches in the land.

thus shortly am I constrained to write, hoping that by
one means or 6ther I may hear of my wife and children in
process of time, and so with patience I wait the good will
‘and pleasure of Almighty God ; earnestly desiring all thase
to whom: this letter may come, to use means to acquaint my
good friends before named of its contents ; that so my wife
and children may hear of me, and 1 may have hope to hear
of them before I'die. Which may God grant, to his glory
and my comfort. men. ‘

Dated in Japan, the 22d of October, 1611, by vour un-
worthy friend and servant, to command in what I can,

’ : WiLLiam Apans.

CHAP. IX. SECT. X. to India. *9 ?}

southern coast of Tacuxima, its most southerly detached isle, is in lat.
81° 28’ N. the most southerly point of the largest island of Niphon be-
ingin 83° 8’ N, The extreme length of Niphon, in a slight curve from
N.E. toS. W.is about $15 English miles ; or, continuing the measure to
the S. W. extremity of Kiusiu at Cape Nomo, about 1020 miles. The
breadth is very irregular, but cannot exceed 100 miles on the average.—

- e
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§ 8. Letter of William Adams to kis Wife.*

Loving wife, you shall hereby understand how all things
have passed with me since I left you. "We sailed from the
‘Texel with five ships, on the 24th June, 1598, and took our
departure from the coast of England the 5th July. The
21st August we came to St Jago, one of the Cape Verd
Islands, where we remained twenty-four days. In this time
many of our men fell sick, through the unwholesomeness of
the air, and our general among the rest. We abode so long
-among these islands, because one of the captains of our fleet
made our general believe that we should find plenty of re-
freshments there, as goats and other things, which was not

the case. I and all the pilots in the fieet were here called -

to council; but as we all declared ourselves much averse to
the place, our opinions were so much disliked by the cap-
tains, that they agreed among themselves to call us no more
to council.

The 15th September we departed from St Jago, and pass-
ed the equator; and in the lat. of 8° S. our general died.
The season being much too late, we were forced upon the
coast of Guinea, falling in-with a headland called Cabo de
Spiritu Santo.” The new general commanded us to bear up
for Cape Lopo Gonsalves, to seek refreshments for our men,
which was done accordingly. We landed all our sick at
that place, where they did not find much benefit, as we could
get no store of provisions. The 29th December we resumed
our voyage, and on our way fell in with an island called
Anobon, where we landed our sick men, taking possession
of the island by force, the town containing about eighty
houses. Having here refreshed our men, we again set sail,
our gencral giving out in orders, that each man was only to
have the allowance of one pound of bread in four days, be-
ing a quarter of a pound daily, with a like reduced allow-
ance of wine and water. This scarcity of victuals made our
men so feeble, that they fell into great weakness and sick-
ness for very hunger, insomuch that they eat the calf-skins
with which our ropes were covered, Th

: e

* Although this fragment relates to the same circumstances that are
detailed in the former letter, these are frequently given more at large,
and it has therefore been retained.—E.
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The 3d April, 1599, we fell in with port St Julian; and
on the 6th we entered the Straits of Magellan, which are at
first narrow. The 8th day we passed the second narrows
with a fair wind, and came to anchor at Penguin Island,
where we landed, and loaded our boat with penguins._These
are fowls larger than ducks, and proved a great refreshment
to us. The 10th we weighed anchor, having much wind,
yet fair for our passage; but our general insisted upon
taking in wood and water for all our ships, of which there
is great abundance in all parts of the straits, and good an-
choring grounds every three or four leagues. In the mean
time the wind changed, and became southerly ; so we sought
for a good harbour on the north side of the straits, four
leagues from Elizabeth Bay. April being out, we had a
wonderful quantity of snow and ice, with great winds; for
the winter there is in April, May, June, July, and August,
being in 52° 30’ S. Many times during the winter we had
the wind fair for passing through the straits, but our gene-
ral would not; so that we remained in the straits {iﬁ the
24th August,* 1599, on which day we came into the South
Sea. Six or seven days after the whole fleet was separated,
and the storm.centinuing long, we were driven south, into
lat. 54° 30° S. The weather clearing up, with a fair wind,
we saw the admiral again, to our great joy. Eight or ten
days afterwards, having very heavy wind in the night, our
foresail was blown away, and we again lost sight of the
admiral. . -v

Having a fair wind for that purpose, we directed our
course for the coast of Chili, where we arrived on the 29th
October, at a place appointed by the general for a rendez-
vous, in lat. 46° S. where we waited twenty-eight days, and
set up a pinnace. In this place we found people, with
‘whom we had friendly intercourse for five or six days, du-
ring which they brought us sheep, tor which we gave them
bells and knives, with which they seemed contented. But
shortly afterwards they all went away from the place where
our ship lay, and we saw no more of them. The twenty-

eight days being expired, we set sail in the intention to go -

to Baldivia, and came to the mouth of the port; but as the
wind was high, our captain changed his mind, and we di-
YOL. VIII. i F rected

= In the former letter this is called the 24th September, which seems
to be the true date, from what follows.—E. g
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rected our course for the island of Mocha, in tlli:ty-eight
degrees, where we arrived the 1st November. The wind
being still high, we durst not come to anchor, and directed ¥
our course for Cape St Mary, two leagues south of the
island of that name. Having no knowledge of the people,
our men landed on the 2d of November, and the natives.
fought with them, wounding eight. or nine of our people;
but in the end the natives made a false composition of friend
ship with them, which onr men believed sincere.

Next day our captain went on shore, with twenty-three.
of our best men, meaning to get victuals in exchange for
goods, as we were reduced to great straits. Two or three
of the natives came #nmediately to the beat, bringing a kind
of wine and some roots, and making signs for our. people to
land, where they would get sheep and oxen. Fhe captain
and men went accordingly on shore, being very anxious to
get provisions; but above a thousand of the natives broke
out upon them from an ambush, and slew them all, among
whom was my brother, Thomas Adams. After this severg
loss we had hardly as many men remaining as could hoist
our anchor; so on the 8d November, in great distress and
heaviness of mind; we went to_the island of Santa Maria,
where we found our admiral ship, by which our hearts were
somewhat comforted : but when we went on board, we found
them in as great distress as ourselves, the general and twenty-
seven of their men having been slain at the island of Mocha,
from whence they had departed the day before we passed
that island, We here consulted what we should de to pro-
cure victuals, not being in condition to go to land and take
them by force, as most of our remaining men were sick.

‘While in this sad dilemma, there came a Spaniard on
board by compesition to see.our ship. He came on board

ain the next day, and we allowed him quietly to depart.
a']%ie following day two Spaniards came on board, without
pawn or surety, to see if they could betray us. When they
liad seen our ship, they were for going again on land ; but
we would not let them, saying, as they had come on board
without leave, we should not permit them to go away till
we thought fit, at which they were very much offended. We
then told them how much we were in want of victuals, and
g said if they would let us have such a number of sheep and
ewes, that we would set them at liberty. Thus, against their

| wills, they entered into a composition with us, \z:iich, with-
' - . im
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in the time-appointed, they accomplished. Having pre=
cured so much refreshment, most of our men recovered.
In consequence of the death of the general, one Hud-
copee, a young man, who knew nothing, and had served
former, was made general in his stead ; and the master
of our ship, Jacob Quaternack, of Rotterdam, was made cap-
tain of our ship, in the place of him who had been slain.
So the new general and vice-admiral called me and the other
pilot, an Englishman, named Timothy Shotten, who had
been with Thomas Candish in his voyage round the
world, and desired our advice how to prosecute the voyage
for the best profits of our merchants. It was at last re-
solved to go for Japan, as, by the report of one Dirrick
Gerritson, who had been there with the Portuguese, woollen
cloth was in great estimation in that island; and we cone
cluded that the Moluccas, and most other parts of the East
Indies, being hot countries, our woollen cloth would not be
there in much request : wherefore we all agreed to go for.
Japan. Leaving, therefore, the coast of Chili, in lat. 36° S,
on the 27th November, 1599, we shaped our course direct
for Japan, and passed the equinoctial line with a fair wind,
which lasted several months. In our way we fell in with.
certain islands in lat. 16° N. of which the inhabitants are
canibals.? Coming near these islands, our pinnace, with
eight men, ran from us, and were eaten, as we supposed, by
the savages, of whom we took one man.
In the latitude of 27 or 28 degrees north, we had varia~
ble winds and stormy weather; and on the 24th February,
1600, we lost sight of our admiral, and never saw his ship:

more; yet we still continued our course for Japan. The

24th March we saw an island called Una Colona, at which
time many of our men were again sick, and several dead.
‘We were in the utmost misery, not above nine or ten of our
men being able to creep about on their hands and knees;
while our captain and all the rest were expecting every hour
to die. The 11th April, 1600, we had sight of Japan, near
to Bungo, at which time there were not more than five of
us able to stand. The 12th we came close to Bungo, and
let go our anchor, many barks coming aboard of us, the
people whereof we willingly allowed to come into our ship,

having indeed no power to resist them. These people did-

us

3 These islands seem to be the Ladrones.~Purchas.

S N

ik



.

L U X T

Tl

84 Larly English Voyages ~ PART I1. BOOK IIL
us no personal injury; but they stole every thing they could
lay their hands u%)ol;ly, for whicjlrl some p;i}(,l ver);s deai after-
wards. Next day the king of that land sent a party of sol- -
diers on board, to prevent the merchant goods from being
stolen. Two or three days afier, our ship was brought into '
a good harbour, there to remain till &e emperor of the
whole island was informed of our arrival, and should give
his orders as to what was to be done with us. In thc mean-
time we petitioned the King of Bungo for leave to land our
captain and the other sick men, which was granted, havin

a house appointed for them, in which they were all laid, an
had all manner of refreshments given them.

After we had been five or six days here, there came a
Portuguese jesuit, with other Portuguese, who falsely re-
ported of us that we were pirates, and not at all in the way
of trade; which scandalous reports causedthe governors
and people to think very ill of us, so that ‘we even looked
for being set upon crosses, which is the punishment in this
land for thievery and some other crimes. Thus daily did
the Portuguese incense the rulers and the people against us.
At this time two of our men became traitors, giving them-
selves up to the service of the emperor, and becoming all in
all with the Portuguese, who warranted them their lives.
One was named Gilbert de Conning, whose mother dwelt
in Middleburg, who gave himself out as the merchant over
all the goods in the ship; the name of the other was John
Abelson van Oudwater. These traitors tried every means to
§et the goods into their hands; and made known to the

ortuguese every thing that had happened during our
\ ‘

Nine days after our arrival, the emperor, or great king of
the land, sent for me to come to him. So, taking one man
with me, I went to him, taking leave of our captain and the
sick men, and commending myself into His hands who had
hitherto preserved me from the perils of the sea. I was
carried in one of the ecmperor’s gallies to the court of Osaka,
where the emperor then resided, being about eighty leagues
from where our ship lay. On the 12th May, 1600, 1 came
to the city of Osaka, and was brought immediately into the
presence of the emperor, his palace being a wonderfully
costly house, gilded with gold in great profusion. On
coming before %im, he viewed me well, and seemed favour-
ably disposed towards me, making many sigus to me, som(}

- . : o
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of which I comprehended, and others not. After some time
there came one who could speak Portuguese, who acted as
interpreter. Through this person the king demanded to
know from what country I was, and what had induced us
to come to his land, at so great a distance fromsour own
country. I then told him whence we were, that our country
had.long sought out the East Indies, desiring to live in peace
and friendship with all kings and potentates in the way of
trade; having in our.country various commodities which
these lands had not, and wishing to purchase such commo-
dities in this land as our country did not possess. He then
asked me if our country had any wars3 to which I answer-
ed, that we were at war with the Spaniards and Portuguese,
but at peacewith all other nations. ?Ie farther asked me, what
was my religious belief; to which I made answer, that I be-
lieved in God, who created the heavens and the earth. After
many questions about religion and many other thi?fs’ he
asked me by what way we came to his country. Havin
with me a chart of the world, I showed him the way in whic
we had come, through the straits of Magellan; at which be
wondered, and seemed as if he did not believe I spoke truth.
Asking me what merchandise we had in our ship, I gave
him an account of the whole. Thus, from one thing to ano-
ther, I remained with him till midnight. In the end, when
he was ready to depart, I desired that we might be allowed
the same freedom of trade which the Spaniards and Portu-

uese enjoyed. .He made me some answer, but what it was
%did not understand, and then commanded me to be carried
to prison.

Two days afterwards he sent for me again, and made
many inquiries about the qualities and conditions of our
countries ; about wars and peace, of beasts and cattle of all
sorts, of the heavens, and many other things; and he seem-
ed well pleased with my answers. Yet was I again remanded
to prison ; but my lodging was bettered in another place.

s The rest of this letter, by the malice of the bearers, was

-suppressed, but was probably the same.in substance with
-the former; yet I have added this also, because it contains

several things not mentioned in the other. This William
Adams lately* died at Firando, in Japan, as by the last ship,
. the

4 This is in reference to the year 1625, when the Pilgrims of Purchas
was published.—E, . :
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the James, returning home in the year 1621, we have -re-
ceived intelligence.”— Purchas.

Secrron XI1.
Voyage of Sir Edward Michelburne to Intia, in 16047 ~
INTRODUCTION.

This voyage is given by Purchas under the title of ‘¢ The
Second Voyage of John Davis, with Sir Edward Michel-
burne, into the East Indies, in the Tiger, a ship of 240
tons, with a pinnace, called the Tiger’s %;'help.” Purchas
adds, that, though later in time than the first voyage set
forth by the English East India Company, he had chosen
to insert it in his work previous to their voyages, because
not performed in their employment ;- .and we have here fol-
lowed his example, because not one of the voyages equipped
by the Company. It is called the second voyage of John
Davis, because he had been to the East Indies before, as
related in the ninth section of this chapter, and went upon
this voyage with Sir Edward Michelburne. But it ought
to have been called his third, and indeed it is actually so na-
med in the table of contents: of the Pilgrims; as, besides
his first voyage along with the Dutch in 1594, he appears
to have sailed in the first voyage instituted by the Company
for India, in 1601, under Lancaster. The editor of Ast-
ley’s Collection supposes this journal to have been writ-
ten by the captain or master of one of the ships, from some
expressions in the narrative; at all events, it was written by
some person actually engaged in the voyage. It is very sin-
gular that Sir Edward Michelburne, though a member of
the first East India Company, and the fourth of the list in
the original patent, should have set forth this voyage on pri-
vate account.

We learn from the annals. of the India Company, that
the lord-treasurer of England, in 1600, when the com-
pany was first instituted, proposed that Sir Edward Michel-
burne should be appointed to command the first fleet dis~
patched to India; but this was firmly declined, as will af-

_ ’— terwards

.

o

Purchas his Pilgrims, L 132, _ Astley, L 306.
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terwards appear. Sir Edward now commanded what may
- be called an interloping trading voyage to India, under a
Iicence grahted by James I. in absolate contravention of
the exclusive privilege granted to the Company.—E.

The 5th of December, 1604, we sailed from Cowes, in
the Isle of Wight, and arrived in the road of Aratana; in
the island of lgéneriﬁ‘e?, on the 23d of that month. During
the whole night of the 14th January, 1605, we were trou-
bied with excessive heat, thunder, lightning, and rein. The
6th we passed the line; shaping our course for the isle -of
Noronha, with the wind at S.S.E, otir course being S.8. W.
About three degrees south of the life, we met with incre-
dible multitudes of fish; so that; with hooks and harping
irons, we took so many dolphins, bonitos; and other fishes,
that oar men were quite weary with eating them. There
were likewise many fowls, called parkaraboves and alcatrar-
2e5. 'We took many of the former; as it delights to come to
a ship-in the night-time, insomuch, that if you held up your
- hand, they will light upon it. The alcatrarze is % kind of
hawk that lives on fish ; for, when the bonitos ahid dolphins
chase the flying fishes in the water till they are forced to
take wing for safet{; the alcatrarzes fly after them like hawks
after partridges. I have seen often so many of these flying-

. fishes at ‘one time in the air, that they appeared at & dis-
tance like 4 large flock of birds. They are small fishes,
hardly so large as a herring.

P ey

The 22d of January we came to anchor at the islap& of

Fernando Noronha, in lat. 4° S. where our skiff was over-
set going ashore, by the violence of the surf, and Richard
Michelburne, a kinsman of our general, was drowned, all
the rest being saved. The 25th, our long-boat, while going
to fill some empty casks with water, fell in with the same
unfortunate surf, and was overset, when two more of oir
men were drowned. We were so much pat about in getting
wood and water.on board, by the danger of the surf, that
we had to pull our casks on shore by means of ropes, and
so back again when filled. Not six days before our arri-
val, there was a Holland ship here, whose boat; in going
for water, was stove on the rocks, and all .the men dashed
to pieces, having their legs and arms cut from their bodies.

The 26th, the general went on shore to view the island,
which was found entirely waste, being only inhabited by six

) negre
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negro slaves. There were formerly in this island many
goats, and some wild cattle ; but as the Portugucse caraks

~ sometimes water here in their way to the East Indies, and
these poor slaves are left here purposely to kill goats and
dry their flesh for these ships, we could find very few of
them. There are, however, great quantities of turtle-
doves, alcatrarzes, and other fowls, of which we killed many
with our fire-arms, and found them excellent eating. There
is likewise here plenty of maize or Guinea wheat, and abun~
dance of cotton trees, on which grows fine bombast ; with

i great numbers of wild gourds and water melons. "Havi
completed our supply of wood and water, we came on boar
and continued our voyage. :

The 12th February, when in lat. 7° 5" S. we saw at
e night the most extraordinary sight, in my opinion, that
¢ L ever was seen. The sea seemed night,_thougb the moon
S was down, all over, as it were, burning and shining with
flames of fire, so that we could have seen to read any book
3 by its light. The 18th, in the morning, we descried the
P island, or rock rather, of Ascension, in lat. 8° 30’ S, Te-
P wards night, on the 1st April, we deseried land from the
maintop, bearinf S.8.E. when, according to our reckon-
ing, we were still 40 leagues off. The 2d, in the mornin
we were close to the land, being ten or twelve leagues nort
of Saldanha bay. The 3d we satled by a small island, which
Captain Jehn Davis took to be one that is some five or six
leagues from Saldacha bay, called Dassen island, which our

eral was desirous to see; wherefore he went on shore in

e skiff, with only the master’s mate, the purser, and my-
self, with four rowers. While we were on shore, a storm
arose, which drove the ship out of sight of the island, so
that we were forced to remain on shore two days and nights.
This island has great numbers of seals and conies, or rab-

bits, on which account we called it Conie island. ,
The 8th, we came to anchor in the road or bay of Sal-
danha,* and went ashore on: the 9th, finding a good’I'y coun-
try, inhabited by the most savage and beastly people that
ever were created. In this place we had most excellent re-
-freshments, the like of which is not to be found among any
= other savage people ; for we wanted neither for beefnor mut-
: ton,

| B
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2 This Bay was probubly that now called Table bay, which all the early
navigators seem to have denominated Saldanhs, or Saldania bay.—E.
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ton, nor wild-fowl, all the time we lay there. This countryis
very full of cattle and sheep, which they keep in great flocks
an?herds, as we do in England; and it abounds likewise
" in wild beasts and birds, as wild deer, in great abundance,
antelopes, baboons, foxes, hares, ostriches, cranes, pelicans,
herons, geese, ducks, pheasants, partridges, and various
ather excellent kinds, of which we killed as many as we
leased, with our fire-arms. The country is most pleasant-

y watered with many wholesome springs and brooks, which

- have their origin in the tops of exceeding high mountains,
and which, pervading the vallies, render them very fertile.
It has many trees growing close-to the sea-shore, not much
unlike our bay trees, but of a much harder consistence.
The natives brought us more cattle and sheep than we could
use-during all the time we remained there, so that we car<
ried fresh beef and mutton to sea with us. For a piece of

o ot
o o

an old iron hoop, not worth two-pence, we could purchasesa.

large bullock; and a sheep for a small piece of iron not
worth two or three good hob-nails. These natives go quite
naked, having only a sheep skin on their shoulders, and a
small flap of skin before tﬁem, which covers them just as
much as if it were not there. While we were there, they
lived on the guts and offal of the meat which we threw
away, feeding inm-a most beastly manner, as they neither
washed nor cleaned the guts, but covered them merely with
hot ashes, and, before they were heated through, pulled them
out, shook them a little, and eat guts, excrements, ashes
and all. They live on raw flesh, and a kind of roots, which
they have in great abundance. /
e continued here from the 9th April, till the 3d May,

by which good recreation on shore‘and excellént refresh-
ment, we were all in as-good health as when we first put to
sea. The 7th May we were off the Cape of Good ‘Hope,
ten leagues south by estimation, and that night we passed
over the shoals of cabo das Aguilhas. The 9th there arose
- a great storm, when we lost sight of our pinnace, being dri-
ven from her by the violence of the gale. This storm con-
tinued in a most tremendous manner for two days and two
nights, with much rain, thunder, and lightning, and we often
shipped a great deal of water. By reason of the extreme
fury of the tempests, and the danger they find in passing
the southern promontory of Africa, the Portuguese call this
place the Lion of the Sea. At night, during the extremity
of
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of the storm, there sppeared a flame on our top-mast head,
as big as a great candle, which the Portugwmese call corpo
sancto, holding it as a divine token that the worst is past
when it appears; as, thanks be to God, we had better wea~
ther after. It appeared to us two successive nights, after
which we had a fair wind and good weather. Some think
this to be a spirit, while others say that it is.an exhalation
of moist vapours. Some affirm that the ship is-fortunate on
which it appears, and that she shall not perish. . :

- The 24th, the island of Diego Roiz, in lat. 19° 40’ S. and
long. 98° 30’ E. bore north of us, eight I es distdnt, about
five o'clock.? We bore down, intending et:%::ave landed there,
but the wind freshened so much in the night that we changed
our purpose. We saw many white birds about this island,
having two long feathers in their tails. These birds, and va-
rious other kinds, accompanied us along with such contrary

i winds and gusts that we often split our sails, and being ob-

: liged to lie to, or tack to and again, we rather went to lee-

i wara than gained way, having the wind strong at E.S.E.

The- 3d June, while standing for the isle de Cisne,* we
came again in sight of Diego Roiz, and bgfe down for it,
intending to wait there for a fair wind ; tut finding it a
dangerous place, we durst not come thereito anchor, for
fear of the rocks and shozls that lie about it, so that we
changed our purpose, and stood for the East Indies. The
15th of June, we had sight of the isle dos Bankos, in lat. 6° .

87 8. and long. 109° E.* These islands are laid down far

too much to the west in most charts. We sent our boats to

v try if they could here find any good anclioring ground, but
they could find none either on the south or west shere.

There are five of these islands, which abound infowls, fish,

and cocoe-nuts; and our boats going on shore, brought us

B

,.vwm .,;‘““*.' ” VL

ig . off a great store of all these, which proved a great refresh-
ment to us, Seeing we could find no- good anchorage, as
in

3 The latitude and the name agree with Diego Rodriguez; but the
longitude is inexplicable, as Diego Rodriguez is in long. 63° 10 E. from
Greenwich, or 80° 56' from Ferro ; making an error of excess in the text
at the least of 17° 81".—E.

4 By some thought to be Diego Rodriguez, by others the Mauritius, ot
isle of France.—Astl. 1. 307. a.

5 A group of islands, one of which is called Peros Bankhos, is found
about the indicated latitude, and between the longitude of 70° and 74° E.
baving a similar excess with what was mentioned before in regard te
Diego Roiz or Rodriguez.~E.
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in some places close to the shore we could find no bottom,
while in other places the ground was full of shoals and sha
rocks, we stood -our course as near as we could for India,
the winds being bad and contrary. o =

The 19th of June, we fell in with the island of Diego
Grasiosa, in lat. 7° 80’ S. and in long. 110° 40’ S, by our
reckoning.® This seemed a pleasant island, and a gooll place
for refreshment,-if any proper place could be found for an-
choring. 'We sought but little for anchoring there, as the
wind was bad, and the tide set towards the shore, so that
we durst not stay to search any farther. The island seem-

ed to be some ten or twelve leagues long, sbounding in fish

and birds, and ared an entire forest of cocoa-trees.
‘What else it yielded we knew not. The 11th July, we again
passed the equator, where we were becelmed, with excessive
heat, and much thunder and lightning. The 19th we de-
scried land, which seemed many islands, locked as it were
into one, in lat. 2° N. under the high coast of the great
island of Sumatra.” We here sent off our boat to get some
fresh water ; but the sea went with so violent a breach [surf]
apon the shore, that the peo(ge durst not land. The natives
2?:@ island, or islands, made great fires along the shore, as
if inviting us to land. :

The 28th we anchored near a small island, where we sent
our boat ashore for fresh water ; but finding none, the p:
ple brought off some cocoa-nuts, saying that the island was

uite full of cocoa palms, which had very few nuts upon
iem. We saw three or four persons on this island, but they
went away and would not come near us: It was supposed
these people were left here to gather cocoa-nuts, to have
them ready when others should come to carry them away.
The 26th of the same month, July 1605, we came to anchor
within a league of a large island called Bate,® in lat. 207 S.
‘We here set up a shallop or bark, and named her the Bat.
. . This

¢ Diego Garcia, in the indicated latitude nearly, and inlong. 72° E. from
Greenwich,—E;

7 There is no such _cluster of islands in the indicated latitude and si-
tuation ; but off the S. W< coast of Sumatra, between tHe line and lat. 2° N.
are several islands of some size, considerably distant from each other and
from Sumatra.—E. 2

8 Pulo Botoa is about as much north of the line as Bata is said in The
text to be south. But the island at which they stopt mdy have been Pulo
Mintaon, about 40 minutes in length from S. to I& and the north end of
which reaches to the equator.—E. ’

$
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This island has no inhabitants, but abounds in woods and
streams of water, as also with fish, monkies, and a kind of
bird, said to be the bat of the country, of which I killed one
/:\j?,large as a hare. In shape it resembled.a squirrel ; only

at from its sides there hung down great flaps of skin;
which, when he leapt from tree to tree,%:e could spread out
like a pair of wings, as though to fly with them.® They are
very nimble, and leap from bough to bough, often holding
only by their tails. As our shallop was built initke kingdom
of these beasts, we called her therefore the Bat. :

‘While walking along the shore on the 2@th, I noticed a
roader, or small vessel, riding at anchor under a small island
about four leagues off, which made me vel;y glad, hoping it
might be our pinnace which we lost sight of in a great storm
near the Cape of Good Hope, and made haste on board
with the news to our general, who sent me with Captain
John Davis next morning to endeavour to find her. On
coming to the place, we found three barks riding under the
small isle, the people of which made signs for us to come to
them, informing us they had hens for sale. Some of them
understood Portuguese, so we told them we would go back
to our ship for monegy, not being then provided; but in
reality we durst not go on board them,- not being strong
enough in case of treachery. We went back next morning
better furnished, thinking to have made some purchases;
but they had weighed anchor and gone away, seeming to
have been afraid of us. i :

‘The 4th August we weighed anchor and stood for. Pria-
man, and on the 9th the general manned the shallop, and
sent us along the coast to see if we could find any roaders,
[coasters.] Spying a sail we gave chase, and finding the
could ot get away, the people came to anchor and forsoo
their bark, going all ashore to an island in a small boat,
where we could not follow them. Going on board the bark,
in which not a man remained, we found it loaded with cocoa-

nuts,

g T

b
*

-

S

® There are a considerable number of animals of this descriptiou, known
to naturalists by the general name of flying squirrels, sciuri volantes, or
Prtauri. The species mentioned in the text may have been the sciurus
petaurista of Linnzus, the taguan, flying-cat, flying-hare, or Indian flying-
squirrel of various authors. It is much larger than any others of this
genus, being eighteen inches long from nose to rump. Two varieties are
mentioned in authors; one of a bright chesnut colour ; and the other
black on the upper parts of the body, and hoary underneath.~E.
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nuts, cocoa-oil, and fine mats. Seeing it was such mean stuff,
and knowing our general would not have liked us to take
her, we came away, not taking any thing worth speaking of..
The 10th and 11th we stood close along the shore of Suma-
tra, where we espied eight praws riding at anchor over
against 2 place called Ticoo. Being in great hope of finding
our pinnace, the Tiger’s Whelp, among them, we stood on ;
and although she was not there, they put us in good hope,
by telling us there was an English ship at Priaman, not
above six leagues from this town of Ticoo. Then standing
out to sea to rejoin our admiral, we got soon on board, an

told the news to our general. We had not sailed a league
farther, when our ship grounded on a rock of white coral :
But, God be praised, having a strong breéze, we got her

soon off again without any hurt. On approaching the roagd

of Priaman, we had the great satisfaction to see our pinnate
there, which we had lost sight of so long before in the storm
at the Cape of Good Hope. The captain and master of the
pinnace.came to meet us in their skiff, half a Jeague from
the road, and on coming aboard, our general welcomed them
with a peal of cannon. After many discourses, recounting
what had happened to each during our separation, we came
to anchor in the road of Priaman in good grouad and five
fathoms water. :

- The 14th August, the general sent me on shore with a
present to the governar and others, to enquire the price of
pepper, to buy fresh provisions, and to know if our people
might land in safety. But on coming on shore, the gover-
nor durst not speak with us in private, on account of wars
then subsisting among them, owing to which they were jea-
lous of each other. The cause of these fars"was this: The
old King of Acheen had two sons, thé elder of whom he
kept with himself, intending him as his successor, and made
the younger King of Pedier; upon which the elder made
‘his father a prisoner, pretending that he was too old to go-
vern any longer, and afterwards made war on his younger
brother. Seeing that little good could be done here, and
having refreshed with fresh provisions, we weighed anchor
on the 21st, and stood for Bantam. That same day we took
two praws, in which there was nothing but a little rice. In
one of these praws two of our men were sore wounded.
“Thinking that all the people had leapt overboard, they
boarded the praw ; but two of the natives had hidden them-

selves
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selves behind the sail, and as soon as the two foremost of
our men had entered, they came suddenly from their con~
cealment, wounded our men very severely, and then leapt
into the water, where they swam like water spaniels. Faking
such things as we liked from the praws, we left them with-
out any farther harm. = -
"~ We took a fishing boat on the 284, and let her go again,
as she had nothing of value ; only that one of her men was:
shot through the thigh, as'they resisted us at the first. The
e 25th we descried a sail, and sent our shallop, long-boat, and: v
skiffrto see what she was, as neither our ship nor pinnace
was able to fetch her, being becalmed. On coming up with
her we desired her to strike, but she would not, so-we fought
with her from three in the afternoon till ten at night, by
which time our pinnace came up, when she struck her sails
and yielded. We made her fast to our pinnace, and towed
. ber with us all night. In the morning our general sent for
) them to know what they were, and sent three of us on board
to see what she was loaden with. They told our general they
were of Bantam ; for which reason, as not knowing what
injury he might do to the English merchants who had a
factory at Bantam, and learning from us that their loading L
was salt, rice, and china dishes, %e sent them again on board i
their bark, not suffering the value of a penny to be taken i
from them. They stood on for Priaman, and we for Ban-
tam. This bark was of the burden of about forty tons.
We met a small ship of Guzerat or Cambaya, on the 2d
- September, of about eighty tons, which we took and carried
into the road of Sillibar, in lat. 4° S. into which road many
- praws continually come for refreshments, as they may here
have wood, water, rige, buffaloes, goats, hens, plantains, and
fresh fish, but all very dear. Having dispatched our busi-
ness, we weighed anchor on the 28th September, and stood
for Bantam. The 23d October, we came to anchor in the
road of Marrah in the strait of Sunda, where we took in
fresh water. In this place there is great plenty of buffaloes,
. goats, hens, ducks, and many other good things for refresh-
* ment; and the people do not esteem money so much in pay-
ment, as white and painted calicoes, and such like stuffs. If
well used, these people will use you well; but they must be
sharply looked after for stealing, as they think all well got
that's stolen from a stranger. -
‘We weighed anchor on the 28th of October from before
' - Marrah,
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Marrah, and stood for Bantam; which is in lat. 6° 40" S.
‘We came this day within three leagues of Bantam, and an-
chored for the night. Here we expected to have met the
English fleet, but it had sailed for England three weeks be-
fore our arrival. Yet those who bad been left as factors of
our nation came on board us, being glad-to see any of their
countrymen in so distant a foreign land. They told our
general, that the Hollanders belonging to the ships in the
road, had made very slanderous reports of us to the King of
Bantam, to the following purport : ¢¢ That we were all thieves
and lawless persons, who came there only to.deceive and
cheat them, or to use violence, as time and opportunity

- might serve; adding, that we durst not come into the road
among them, but kept two or three leagues from thence for
fear of them.” When our general heard this report, he was
so much moved to anger, that he immediately weighed an-
chor, sending word to the Hollanders that he was comigﬁ
to ride close %y, them, and bade the proudest of them
that durst be so bold as to put out a piece of ordnance against
him: Adding, if they dared either to brave or disgrace him
‘or his countrymen, he would either sink them or sink by
their sides. There were five ships of these Hollanders, one
of which was seven or eight hurdred tons, but all the rest
much smaller. We went and anchored close beside them,
but no notice was taken of our general’s message ; and though
the Hollanders were wont to swagger and make a great stir
on shore, they were so quiet all the time we lay there, that
we hardly ever saw one of them on land.

We took leave of our countrymen, and departed from
Bantam on the 2d. of. November, shaping our course for
Patane. While on our way between the Chersonesus of
Malacca and Piedra branca, we met with three praws,
which being afraid of us, anchored so close to the shore that
we could not come near them, either in our ship or pin-
nace. Our general therefore manned the shallop with
eighteen of us, and sent us to request that he might have a
pilot for money, to carry his ship to Pulo Timaon, which
is about five days sail from where we met them. But, as
they saw that our ship and pinnace were at anchor a mile
from them, and could not come near, they told us flatly that
none of them would go with us, and immediately weighed
anchor-to go away. We therefore began to fight them all
threc, and took one of them in less than half an hour, hall
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her men, to the number of seventy-three, getting ashore.
Another fought with us all night, but yielded about break
of day next morning, our general having joined us in his
skiff a little while before she yielded. They were laden with
henzoin, storax, pepper, china dishes, and pitch. The third
praw got away while we were fighting the other.  Our ge-
neral would not allow any thing to be taken out of them,
because they belonged to Java, except two of their men to
pilot us to Pulo Timaon. The people of Java arc very re-
solute in a desperate case. Their principal weapons are
javelins, darts, daggers, and a kind of poisoned arrows
which they blow from trunks or tubes. They have likewise
some arquebusses, but are by no means expert in using
these; they use also targets, and most of them are Mahome-
tans. They had been at Palimbargan, and were on their
way back to Grisi, a port town on the north-east coast of
Java, to which place they belonged.

‘The 12th November we dismissed them, pursuing our
course for Patane The 26th we saw certain islands to the
N. W. of us, which neither we nor our pilots knew; but,
having a contrary wind for Patane, we thought it necessary
to search these islands for wood and water':‘ioping to have
a better wind by the time we had watered. The 27th we
came to anchor within a mile of the shore, in sixteen fathoms,
on good ground, on the south side of these islands. Send-
ing our boat on shore, we found some of them sunken is-
lands, having nothing above water but the trees or their
roots. All these islands were a mere wilderness of woods,
but in one of them we found a tolerably good watering place ;
otherwise it was a very uncomfortable place, having neither
fruits, fowls, or any other refreshment for our men. We
took these islands to be some of the broken lands which are
laid down to the south-east of the island of Bantam. Having
taken in wood and water, we weighed anchor and stood for
Patane, as well as a bad wind would permit; for we found
the winds in these months very contrary, keeping always at
N.or N. W.or N. E,

‘While near Pulo Laor, on the 12th December, we descri-
ed three sail, and sent our pinnace and shallop after one of
them which was nearest, while we staid with the ship, think-
ing to intercept the other two; but they stood another course
in the night, so that we saw them no more. In the morn-
ing we descried our pinnace and shallop about four leagues

to
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to leeward, with the other ship which they had taken; and
as both wind and current were against them, they were un-
able to come up to us, so that we had to go down to them.
On coming up with them, we found the prize was a junk of
Pan-Hange," of about 100 tons, laden with rice, pepper, and
tin, guing for Bantam in Java. Not caring for such mean
luggage, our general took as much rice as was necessary for
provisioning our ship, and two small brass guns, paying
them liberally for all; and took nothing else, except one
man to pilot us to Patane, who came willingly along with
us, when he saw our general used them well. The other two
- pilots, we had tdken before from the three praws, were very
unskilful, wherefore our general rewarded them for the time
they had been with us, and sent. them back to their own
country in this junk.

We parted from her on the 13th, steering for Pulo Ti-
maon, adjoining to the country of the King of Pan-Hange,
[Pahan,] and were much vexed with contrary winds and ad-
verse currents: For, from the beginning of November to
the beginning of April, the sea runs always to the south-
wards, and from April to November back again towards the
north. The wind also in these first five months is most
commonlynortherly, and inthe other seven months southerly.
All the ships, therefore, of China, Patane, Johor, Pahan,
and other places, going to the northward, come to Bantam,
or Palimbangan, when the northern monsoon is set in, and
return back again when the southern monsoon begins, as be-
fore stated, by observing which rule they have the wind
and current along with them; but by following the opposite
course, we found such violent contrary winds and currents,
that in three weeks we did not get one league forwards.
The country of Pahan is very plentiful, being full of gentry
according to the fashion of that country, having great store
of victuals, which are very cheap, and many ships. It lies be-
tween Johor and Patane, stretching along the eastern ¢oast
of Malacca, and reaches to Cape Iingeron, which is a vei
high cape, and the first land made by the caraks of Macao,
junks of China, or praws of Cambodia, on coming from
China for Malacca, Java, Jumbe, Johor Palimbangan, Grisi,
or any other parts to the southwards. .

VOL. VIIL. e Here

*> This should rather be, perhaps, Puu-kang, being the same place call-

ed by other writers Pahaung, Pahang, or Pahan, often cailed Pam in the
Portuguese accounts, and pronounced by them Pang.—Astl. I. 310, ¢
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Here, as I stood for Patane, about the 27th December, I
met with a Japanese junk, which had been pirating along
the coasts of China and Cambodia. Their pilot dying, what
with ignorance and foul weather, they had lost their own
ship on certain shoals of the great island of Borneo; and
not daring to land there, as the Japanese are not allowed
to come a-shore in any part of India with their weapons,
being a desperate people, and so daring that they are feared
in all places; whercfore, by means of their boats, they had
entered this junk, which belonged to Patane, and slew all
the people except one old pilot. This junk was laden with
rice; and having furnished her with such weapons and other /™
things as they had saved from their sunken ship, they sha- " /
ped their course for Japan; but owing to the badness of their /
junk, contrary winds, and the unseasonable timne of th%,
they were forced to leeward, which was the cause of my un~2#'

fortunately meeting them. ""IT// 5
Having haled them and made them come to leeward, and .

sending my boat on board, I found their men and equipment
very disproportionate for so small a junk, being only about
seventy tons, yet they were ninety men, most of them in too

allant habits for sailors, and had so much equality of be- H
gaviour among them that they seemed all comrades. One 0
among them indeed was called captain, but he seemed to
be held in very little respect. I made them come to anchor,
and on examining their lading, found nothing but rice, and
that mostly spoilt with wet, for their vessel was leaky both
in her bottom and upper works. Questioning them, 1 un-
derstood they were pirates, who had been making pillage on
the coast of China and Cambodia, and had lost their own
ship on the shoals of Borneo, as already related. We rode
by them at anchor under a small island near the isle of Bin-
tang for two days, giving them good usage, and not taking
any thing out of them, thinking to have gathered from them
the place and passage of certain ships from the coast of China,
so as to have made something of our voyage : But these ro-
gues, being desperate in minds and fortunes, and hopeless
of ever being able to return to their own country in that
paltry junk, had resolved among themselves either to gain
my ship or lose their own lives.

During mutual courtesy and feastings, sometimes five or
six and twenty of the principal persons among them came
-aboard my ship, of whom I would never allow more than
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six to have weapons ; but there never Was so many of our
men on board their junk at one time. I wished Captain
John Davis, in the morning, to possess himself of their wea-
pons, putting the company before the mast, and to leave a -
guard over their weapons, while they searched among the
rice; doubting that by searching, and perhaps finding some-
thing that might displease them, they might suddenly set
upon my men and put them to the sword, as actually hap-
pened in the sequel. Bat, beguiled by their pretended hu-
mility, Captain Davis would not take possession of their
weapons, though 1 sent two messages to him from my ship,
expressly to desire him. During the whole day my men were
searching among the rice, and the Japanese looking on.
After a long search, nothing was found except a little storax
and benzoin. At sun-set, seeking opportunity, and talking
to their comrades who were in my ship, which was very near,
they agreed to set upon us in both ships at once, on a con-
certed signal  This being given, they suddenly killed and
drove overbeard all of my men that were in their ship. At
the same time, those who were on beard my ship sallied out
of tuy cabin, with such weapons as they could find, meetin
with some targets there, and other things which they useﬁ
as weapons. Being then aloft on the deck, and seeing what
was likely to follow, I leapt into the waste, where, with the
boatswains, carpenter, and some few more, we kept them un-
der the half-deck. At first coming from the cabin, they met
Captain Davis coming out of the gun-room, whom they
puiled iuto the cabin, and giving him six or seven mortal
wounds, they pushed him betore them out of the cabin. He
was so sore wounded, that he died immediately on getting to
the waste.

They now pressed so fiercely upon us, while we received
them on our levelled pikes, that they attempted to gather
thens with ove hand that they might reach us with their
swords, so that it was near half an hour before we could
force them back into the cabin, after having killed three or
four of their leacers. When we had driven them into the
cabin, they continued to fight us for at least four hours, be-
fore we could finaliy suppress them, in which time they se-
veral times set the cabin on fire, and burnt the bedding and
other furniture; and it we had not beaten down the bulk-
head anu poop, by means of two demi-culverines from under -
the half-deck, we had never been able to prevent them trom

‘ burning
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not fetch it on account of contrary wind, so that we had to
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burning the ship.  Having londed these pieces of ordnance
with bar-shot, case-shot, and musket-bullets, and discharged
them close to the bulk-head, they were so annoyed and torn
with shot and splinters, that at last only one was left out of
two and twenty. Their legs; arms, and bodies were so lace-
rated as was quite wonderful to behold. Such was the des-
perate valour of these Japanesc, that they never once asked
quarter during the whole of this sanguinary contest, though
quite hopcless of escape. One only leapt overboard, who
afterwards swam back to our ship and asked for quarter.
On coming on board, we asked him what was their purpose?
To whichﬁle answered, that they meant to take our ship
and put us all to death. He would say no more, and de-

. sired to be cut in pieces,

Next day, being the 28th December, we went to a small
island to leeward ; and when about five miles from the land,
the gencral ordered the Japanese who had swum back to
our ship to be hanged; but the rope broke, and he fell into
the sea, but whether he perished or swam to the island I
know not. Continuing our course to that island, we came
to anchor therc on the 30th December, and remained three
days to repair our boat and to take in wood and water. At
this island we found a ship belonging to Patane, out of whick
we took the captain, whom we asked whether the China
ships were yet come to Patane? He said they were not

rct come, but were expected in two or three days. As he

new well the course of the China ships, we detained him
to pilot us, as we deterniined to wait for them. The 12th
January, 1606, one of our mates from the top of the mast
descried two ships coming towards us, but which, on account
of the wind, fell to leeward of the island. As soon as we
had sight of them, we weighed anchor and made sail towards
them, and came up with the larger that night. After a short
engagement, we boarded and took her, and brought her to
anchor.

Next morning we unladed some of her cargo, being raw
silk and silk goods. They had fifty tons of their country
silver, but we took little or none of it, being in good hope
of meeting with the other China ships. So we allowed them
to depart on the 15th January, and gave them to the.value -
of twice as much as we had taken from them. Leaving this.
ship, we endeavoured to go back to China Bata, but could

go
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go to leeward to two small islands, called Pulo Sumatra by
the people of Java, where we anchored on the 22d January.
On the 24th there arose a heavy storm, during which we
arted our cable, so that we were under the necessity of ta-
ﬂin shelter in the nearest creek.
he 5th February, five homeward-bound ships belonging
to Holland put into the same road where we lay. Captain
‘Warwick, who was general of these ships, invited our gene-

k- ral to dinc with him, which he accepted. He told us, that
i our English merchants at Bantam were in great peril, and
3 looked for nothing else but that the King of Java would as-
= sault them, because we had taken the China ship, by which

% he was deprived of his customs. For which reason Captain
> Warwick requested our general to desist from his courses,
and to go home along witﬁ him. But our general answered,
that he had not yet made out his voyage, and would not re-
turn till it shouls please God to send him somewhat to make
up his charges. Seeing that he could not persuade our ge-
neral to give up his purpose, Captain Warwick and the HCE)L
landers departed from us on the 3d February.

Our general now considered, if he were to continue his
voyage, that it might bring the English merchants who were
resident in those parts into danger; and besides, as he had
only two anchors and two cables.remaining, he thought it
best to repair his ships and return home with the poor
voyage he had made. Our ships being ready, and havin
taken in a supply of wood and water, we set sail on the 5t
February, on our return to England. The 7th April, after
encountering a violent storm, we had sight of the Cape of
Good Hope. The 17th of the same month we came to the
island of St Helena, where we watered and found refresh-
ments, as swineand goats, which we ourselves killed, as there
are many of these animals wild ik that island. There are
also abundance of partridges, turkies, and guinea fowls,
though the island is not inhabited. Leaving St Helena on
the 3d May, we crossed the line on the 14th of that month,
and came to Milford Haven in Wales on the 27th June.
The 9th of July, 1606, we came to anchor in the roads of
Portsmouth, where all our company was dismissed, and
here ended our voyage, having occupied us for full nineteen

months,
CHA PTER
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CHAPTER X.

EARLY VOYAGES OF THE ENGLISH TO INDIA, AFTER THE
" ESTABLISHMENT OF THE EAST INDIA COMPANY.

INTRODUCTION.

: E have now to record the early voyages, fitted out
‘ from England, for trading to the East Indies, by
Tae GoverNor AND CuMPANY OF %IERCHA_M‘S or Lo~xpoN,
TRADING INTo THE East Inpigs.? By which stile, or legal
denomination, George Earl of Cumberland, Sir John Hart,
Sir John Spencer, and Sir Edward Mitchelburne, knights,
with 212 others, whose names are all inserted in the patent,
were erected into a body corporate and politic, for tradis
to and from all parts of the East Indies, with all Asia, Africa,
and America, and all the islands, ports, haveus, cities, creeks,
towns, and places.of the same, or any of them, beyond the
Cape of Good Hope to the Straits of Magellan, for fifteen
years, from and after Christmas 1600 ; prohibiting all other
subjects of England, not free of this company, from trading
to these parts without licence from the company, under for-
feiture of their goods and ships, half to the crown and half
to the company, together with imprisonment during the
toyal pleasure, and until they respectively grant bond in the
sum of £1000 at the least, not again to sail or traffic into
any part of the said East Indies, &c. during the continuance
of this grant. With this proviso, ¢ That, if the exclusive pri-
vilege thus granted be found unprofitable for the realm, it
may be voided on two years notice: But, if found beneficial,
the privilege was then to be renewed, with such alterations
and modifications as might be found expedient ” This ex-
clusive grant, in the nature of a patent, was dated at West-
minster on the 31st December, 1600, being the 43d year of
the reign of Queen Elizabeth, signed by herself, and sealed
with her privy seal.
It

! So denominated in the copy of the charter in the Pilgrims of Purchas,
vol. I p. 189—147, which we have not deemed it necessary to insert.—E.
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1t is by no means intended to attempt&iving in this place
any history of our East India Company, the early Annals of
‘which, from its establishment in 1600, to the union of the
London and English Companies in 1708, have been lately
iven to the public, in three quarto volumes, by John Bruce,
sq. M. P. and F.R.S. Historiographer to the Honourable
East India Company, &c. &c. &c. to which we must refer
such of our readers as are desirous of investigting that vast
portion of the history of our commerce. All that we propose
on the present occasion, is to give a short introduction to
the series of voyages contained in this chapter, all of which
have been preserved by Samuel Purchas, in his curious work,
which he quaintly denominated PURCHAS HIS PIL-
GRIMS, published in five volumes folio at London in
1625. i .

- In the first extension of English commerce, in the six-
teenth century, consequent upon the discoveries of Western
Africa, America, and the maritime route to India, it seems
to have been conceived that exclusive chartered companies
were best fitted #or its effectual prosecation. ¢ The spirit of
enterprize in distant trade, which had for a century brought
large resources to Spain and Portugal, began to diffuse it-
'se]%, as a new principle, in the rising commerce of England,
during the long and able administration of Queen Elizabeth.
Hence associations were beginning to be formed, the joint
credit of which was to support experiments for extending
the trade of the realm.”> ‘

In the reign of Edward VI. a company was projected
with this view; which obtained a charter in 1555, from
Philip and Mary, under the name of Merchant Adventurers
Jor the Discocery of Lands, Countries, Isles, &c. not before
known to the English. This company, of which Sebastian

Cabot was governor, in the last year of Queen Mary, had
extended its trade through Russia into Persia, to obtain raw
silks, &c. In the course of their proceedings, the agents of
this company met with merchants from India and China,
from whom they acquired a knowledge of the productions
of these countries, and of the profits which might be derived
from extending the trade of England to these distant re-
gions.* In 1581, Queen Elizabeth gave an exclusive charter
to the Levant or Turkey Company, for trading to the do-

minions
% Ann, of the Honb. East India Co, 1. 206.
3 Anp, of the H. E. L. Co. I. 107.
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-minions of the Grand Signior or Emperor of Turkey. In
the prosecution of this trade, of which some account has
been given in our preceding chapter, the factors, or travel-
hng merchants, havifig penetrated from Aleppo to Bagdat
and Basora, attempted to open an overland trade to the
East Indies, and even penetrated to Agra, Lahore, Bengal,
Malacca, and other parts of the East, whence they brought
information to England of the riches that might be acquired
by a direct trade by sea to the East Indies.* The circum-
mnavigations of Sir Francis Drake in 1577-1580, and of Mr
Thomas Cavendish, or Candish, in 1586, of which voy
accounts will be found in a future division of this work, who
brought back great wealth to Fingland, obtained by making
prizes of the Spanish vessels, contributed to spread the idea
among the merchants of England, that great profits and na-
tional advantages might be derived from a direct trade to
India by sea.s = -

" In consequence of these views, a memorial was presented
to the lords of council in 1589, requesting a royal licence
for three ships and three pinnaces to proceed for India,
which gave rise to the expedition of Captain Raymond, in
1591, already related. In 1599, an association of London
Adventurers entered into a contract for embarking, what
was then considered as a large joint stock, for the equiprent

of avoyage to the East Indies. The fund subscribed amount-

ed to £30,133: 6: 8, divided into 101 shares or adventures,
the subscriptions of individuals varyingfrom £100to£3000.°
This project, however, seems to have merged into the East
India Company, at the close of the next year 1600, as al-
ready mentioned. S

On the 30th September, 1600, a draft of the patent, al-
ready said to have been subsequently sealed on the last dzcaﬁ'
of that year, was read before the seventeen committees, such
being then the denomination of what are now called directors ;
and being approved of, was ordered to be submitted to the
consideration of the Queen and Privy.Council. ¢ In this
early stage of the business, the lord-tr