Technical and Bibliographic Notes / Notes techniques et bibliographiques

The Institute has attempted to obtain the best original
copy available for filming. Features of this copy which
may be bibliographically unique, which may alter any of
the images in the reproduction, or which may
significantly change the usual method of filming are

LInstitut a microfilmé le meilleur exemplaire qu'il lui a
été possible de se procurer. Les détails de cet exem-
plaire qui sont peut-étre uniques du point de vue bibli-
ographique, qui peuvent modifier une image reproduite,
ou qui peuvent exiger une modification dans la métho-

checked below.

Coloured covers /
Couverture de couleur

Covers damaged /
Couverture endommageée

Covers restored and/or laminated / .
Couverture restaurée et/ou pelliculée

Cover title missing / Le titre de couverture manque

Coloured maps / Cartes géographiques en couleur

Coloured ink (i.e. other than blue or black) /
Encre de couleur (i.e. autre que bleue ou noire)

Coloured plates and/or illustrations /
Planches et/ou illustrations en couleur

interior margin / La reliure serrée peut causer de
'ombre ou de la distorsion le long de la marge
intérieure. |

Blank leaves added during restorations may appear

- within the text. Whenever possible, these have been

omitted from filming / 1l se peut que certaines pages
blanches ajoutées lors d’une restauration
apparaissent dans le texte, mais, lorsque cela était
possible, ces pages n'ont pas été filmées.

Additional comments / |
Commentaires supplémentaires:

This item is filmed at the reduction ratio checked below /
Ce document est filmé au taux de réduction indiqué ci-dessous.

| 10x

de normale de filmage sont indiqués ci-dessous.

Coloured pages / Pages de couleur
Pages damaged / Pages endommageées

Pages restored and/or laminated /
Pages restaurées et/ou pelliculées

Pages discoloured, stained or foxed /
Pages décolorées, tachetées ou piquées

Pages detached / Pages détachées
Showthrough / Transparence

Quality of print varies /
Qualité inégale de l'impression

Includes supplementary material /
Comprend du matériel supplémentaire

/| Bound with other material /
Relié avec d’autres documents Pages wholly or partially obscured by errata slips,
tissues, etc., have been refilmed to ensure the best
Only edition available / possible image / Les pages totalement ou
Seule édition disponible partiellement obscurcies par un feuillet d'errata, une
/ pelure, etc., ont été filmées a nouveau de fagon a
Tight binding may cause shadows or distortion along obtenir la meilleure image possible.

Opposing pages with varying colouration or
discolourations are filmed twice to ensure the best
possible image / Les pages s’opposant ayant des
colorations variables ou des décolorations sont
filmées deux fois afin d’obtenir la meilleure image
possible.

14x 18x

26x . 30x

12x 16X

20x

24x 28x 32x




CORRESPONDENCE

RELATIVE TO THE

AFFAIRS OF CANADA

1848,

 Pregenced to batly Mouses of Parliament hp ‘Commany of ibtr Majesty

LONDON

PRlNTED BY WILLIAM CLOWI:S AND SO\S, STAMFORD STREET, |
FOR HER' ‘\lAJLS’u 'S smmowwr OFFICE, .

1848




SCHEDULE.

No. Date, SUBJECT. Page
1843. ‘
1. Sir C. T. Metcalfe to Lord Stanley . . June 27  Expediency of propnsing to Par-

liament to rescind that clause
of the Act for the Re-union of
Upper and Lower Canada
which enjoins the exclusive
use of the English language
in Legislative Proceedings .
. Lord Stanley to Sir C. T. Metcalfe . . Aug. 18 Inreply to preceding Despatch . 3

. 1845. :
3. Lord Metcalfe to Lord Stanley . . . Mar. 8 Enclosing joint Address of the
Legislative Council and House
of Assembly, for the vepeal of
the 41st clause of the Act of
Union relating to the French
Language . . . e 4

. The Earl Catheart to Lord Stanley . « Dec. 19 Relatingto Address of last Session
‘ from the Local Legislature to

the Crown for the repeal of that

clause of the Act of Re-union

of Upper and Lower Canada

which enjoins the use of the

English language in the Legis-

lative Records of the Provincial

Parliament .. . 5

«

I8

=3

1846. ‘
5. Mr. Secretary Gladstone to Earl Cathcart  + Feb. 3 In reply to preceding Despatch
‘ ‘ (No. 3) . . . . 6.
1848. ‘
6. The Earl of Elgin to Earl Grey . . . Mar. 2  Bringing under notice joint Ad-
‘ dress of Legislative Council and
Assembly for the repeal of the
41st clause of the Act of Union
relating to the French language 6

. Earl Grey to the Earl of Elgin . . « May 27  In reply to preceding Despatch . - 7
. The Earl of Elgin to Earl Grey . . . . May 3 Enclosing extract from the Pre-
, C , C sentment of the Grand Jury of

" the Court of Quarter Sessions
at Montreal . . . T

o -3



L 31

CORRESPONDENCE

RELATIVE TO THE

AFFAIRS OF CANADA.

(No. 8) Confidential. No. 1.

Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor the Right Hon. Sir C. T. MeTcALFE,
‘ Bart., G.C.B., to Lorp STANLEY.

Kingston, June 27, 1843.
My Lokrp, (Received July 24, 1843.)

‘ Your Lordship is aware that there were circumstances connected with
the union of the two provinces of Canada, at which the French Canadian party
were dissatisfied, as well as, at the time of its accomplishment, with the union
itself. :

2. Oue of these was the clause in the Union Act which prescribes the use of

the English language exclusively in legislative records. This is resented as one
of the supposed attempts to destroy their nationality and Anglicise them by force.
- 3. If this were altered, either by rescinding the clause in the Imperial Act,
or by allowing me to consent to an Act here giving equal validity to documents
‘and records, whether in the French or English language, the effect would, I
think, be good, as removing a cause of discontent, which, as long as it exists, will
~ excite bad feeling, and be made use of by designing men for that purpose.. ‘
4. Taking this view of the matter, and being insensible of any great practical
advantage in the present restriction, I have thought it right to submit the subject
to your Lordship’s notice. : o S
5. Ihave little doubt that the question will be agitated in the Legislature if left
in its present state.. N | | .

S 1 héve, &e. :
- The Right Hon. Lord Stanley, (Signed) C. T. METCALFE.
- & & ‘ S o
(Conﬁdentia].)‘ . No.2.

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lorp STANLEY to Governor the Right Hon‘.‘
‘ o Sir C.‘ T. MetcaLre, Bart., G.C.B. ‘ s
Sir, : ‘ Downing Street, August 18, 1843.
. HavE had the honour to receive your confidential despatch, No. 8, of
- the 27th June, in which you bring under my notice the expediency of proposing
to Parliament to rescind that clause of the Act for the re-union of Upper and
Lower Canada, which enjoins the exclusive use of the English language in the
legislative records. of the Provincial Parliament, or of permitting you to consent
to an Act of the Provincial Legislature giving equal validity to documents and

records whether in the French or Ehglishalanguag .

‘It appears to me that the second of these two objects could 6n1y be-attained

by the adoption of the first, and whatever might be the views of her Majesty’s
" Government on the question were it presented in the form of an original proposal

Aor the enactment of such a provision as that' which is contained in the Iriperial

- Act, the difficulty of entertaining a. proposition for 1ts repeal would be very

~serious, -

~_'The avowed purpos‘ewc‘)f‘ the enaétmént‘ was to promote the amalgamation of the -
- French and English races, 1Itsrepeal therefore would, I think, be viewed in no -

other light than as an abandonment of that purpose, and would, I apprehend, be

~ so considered by the British population. |
A2

CANADA.
No. 1.

lNc. 2,
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No. 3.

Encl. in No. 3.

4 | CORRESPONDENCE RELATIVE TO THE

Her Majesty’s Government are unfeignedly anxious to preserve all their rights
and privileges to the French population of the Canadas; and to avoid any measure
which may shock their prejudices or abruptly violate their feelings of nationality ;
but they do not attempt to conceal their opinion that, so far as it can be accom-
plished consistently with these views, it is of great importance that Canada should
gradually become an essentially British province; and well knowing the effect
which lunguage must have upon such a result, they would, under any circum-
stances, be unwilling to tuke o course which could be understood as affirming an
opinien on their part that such an amalgamation could not be hoped for.

Your despatch of a later date respecting the probable desire for a rupture of
the Union, affords an additional reason for taking no step of which the tendency
could be in any degree ‘to keep up the distinetions whieh now separate the two
races who occupy the respective divisions of the now united province. They
can have no doubt but that such would be the tendency of a repeal of that
portion of the Imperial Act which introduces a conunon language for all legis-
lutive purposes; and with this feeling they would earnestly deprecate the
agitation of such a question in the Proviucial Legislature ; but should it, as you
anticipate, be unavoidable, and an address in favour of the change be presented to
you in consequence, I have to request that yon will inform the House in answer
that you are precluded by your instructions from giving any encouragement to the
expectation that her Majesty’s Government could take upon themselves the
respousibility of recommending to the Imperial Parliament the legislative measures
which would be requisite in order to give effect to the alteration proposed.

: I have, &e. g

The Right ITon. Sir C. T. Metcalfe, Burt. (Signed) . ‘STAN LEY. : |
| &e. &e. ‘ ‘ :
(No. 227)) No. 3. |

Copy of 2 DESPATCH from Loxp MeTCALFE, G.C.B., to LorD STANLEY.

‘ , Government House, Montreal, March 8, 1845.
My Lorp, : ~ (Teceived April 14, 1845.) |
T HAVE the honour to trausmit herewith a joint address to the Queen from
thie Legislative Council and Legislative Assembly of Canada, praying for the re-
peal of the 41st clause of the Act of Union relating to the French. language,

“which I beg leave earnestly to recommend to Her Majesty’s gracious consider-

ation, ‘ ‘ . .

This address was earsied unanimously in both Houses and in the Legislative
Assembly with acelamations, in which the several parties vied with each other.

‘ ‘ I have, &ec. ‘

The Right Hon. Lord St:inley, - (Signed) - METCALFE.

Enclosure in No. 3.
To the Queex’s Most Excellent MasesTy.
Moast Gracrovs SOVERLIGN, S , L o ‘

Wi, Your Majesty’s dutiful and loyal subjects, the Legislative Council and the Legis-
lative Assembly of Canada, in Provincial Parliament assembled, most humbly beg leave to
approach Your Majesty for the purpose of rencewing the expression of our faithful attach-
ment to Your Majesty’s Person and Government, and of representing, Lo ‘

"That, sensible of the advantages we enjoy from Your Majesty's care and protection, and
which we trust may long b continued to us under Your Majesty’s parental sway, it is at-
all times our duty to submit for Your Majesty’s most gracious consideration such matters
as may have a tendency, with any class of Your Majesty's subjects, to diminish that con-
tentment which we are well assured Your Majesty desires should exist in every portion
of Your dominions. : R o ' o

'That the French is the native language of a very large class of Your Majesty’s subjects -
in this province ; of this class the great mass, indeed, speak no-other language. . .In it the

largest portion of their laws and the books on their system of jurisprudence are written;. -
“and their daily intercourse with cach other is conducted ; it is the language in which alone-

they san invoke the blessings of heaven on themselves, and all that s dear to them, A~
language indispensable to so many of Your Majesty’s faithful people cannot, they will:
believe, be viewed by their Sovereign as foreign when used by them. S
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That Your M 'ucsty s Royal predeccssors placed the Iancuacves spoken by the two great
classes of Your ] \IaJCst\ s subjects in this province on thc same footmg, aﬂ"ordm«r m thls
respect, equal justice and equal facility to all. ‘

That this principle was never departed from untll the Act re-umtmtr these provmccs

was passed.

That we do not question that the best mtentlons and desxgns 1nﬁuenced the minds of ,

those who enacted the provision which declared,—

« That all writs; proclamations, instruments for summoning an(l calling ton'cthe1 the
Legislative Council and Legislative Assembly of the province 'of Canada, and for “pro-
1ogumg and dxssolvmcr the same, and all writs of summons and clection, and all writs and
public instruments whatever relating to the said Legislative Counciland Legislative As-

- sembly, or cither of them, and all returns to such writs and instruments, and all 10\..rnale '

and entries, and written or printed proceedings of what nature soever of the sald J.cgis-
lative Couneil and Legislative Assembly, and of each of them respectively, and ali w ritten
or printed procecdmoa and reports of Commlttees of the said Legislative Coancil and
Legislative Assembly respectively, shall be in the English language only ”

But that in the very first Session of the Lcmslatuxe, under that Aect; it was indispens-
able to translate into French ever ry public record and document. ‘That the debates were

not, and could not, unless a portion of the representatives of the people were silenced, be

“carried on without its use: that in Courts and judicial proceedings it was found cqually
necessary as before thc umon, and for ev ery other practlcal purpose it 1s as much used
as it ever has been. - :

- That the only distinction w }uch C\lStS, then, is, that the Frerich is not pelmlttecl to be
the legal language of Parliamentary records,—a distinction of little value, perhaps, in
itself, one which cannot producc any benef cml result on the feelings or habits of the people
using it, while it gives rise to a fecling among them injurious to the peace and tranquillity
of the province, namcly, that this limited pwscnptxon of their lan
undcm gnedly, an imputation of unfavourable distinction towards themselves. ‘

That, desivous that the hearts of all men in this province may be joined in unity in

their attachment to, and support of, Your Majesty’s Person. and Government, we humbly -

pray Your Majesty to endeavour to remove this cause of discontent, and to recommend

to the Imperial Parliament the repeal of that portion of the law which has given rise to

it, assuring Your Majesty that such a course will be hailed by Your ] \’[aJesty s loyal Ca-
nadian people asan addltlonal mark of Your Majesty’s solicitude for their welfare.

Attcst . CxAnLes DB LLR\ Clerk Asszstant
Legislative C’ozmczl

“(Pmate) o o - No: 4.
~ Cory of a DESPATCH from Eare CartacarT, K. C B, to LORD STANLEY |
, ‘ Goverument House Montreal, December 19 1845.

\/IY Lom) : ‘ ‘ (Leccived January 16, 1846.)

I conceive it to be my duty to mtmmte to your Lo:dslup, that a member
~ of the Executive Council of this provinee has applied to me to lay before that body
“your Lor dchxps communication marked Private of the 19th of May last to Losd

Metcalfe, relating to the Address of Tast session from the Local Legislature to the

Crown, praying for the repeal of that clause of the Act of Reuniou of Upper and

Lower Canada, which enjoins the exclusive use of the Ennh:,h lanouwc in’ the

Legislative Records of the. vamcml P.nh.tment

Tt would seem that Lord Metcalle considered it right to commumcate prlvatelyﬂ ;
to the Executive Council the sentiments entertained by your Lordship upon. this -

important, and, to the French Canadian Councillors especially, interesting subject ;

but that Lotd Metealfe did not officially lay before the Council jour: Lordshlp s

letter, it being of a puvate and confidential character; for the same reason I have
declined to comply with the u,qnest that has been plefex red. . 7
1t is not probable that your Lordship will overlook this question ; but it appears

guage conveys, however

K

—

No. 4.

to me to be proper to inform you that the Executive Council are of ‘opinion that it

would be very desirable if the Governor General were authorized by your Lordship =
to communicate on the opening of the appr oaching session of the -Provincial Par:
liament, a favourable reply to the Address, and I thuefme venture to sohclt your

L ordchxp s early cons;dexanon ot the subject o

: O Ihave, &c SN

The errht Hon Loxd St.mley, ‘ j‘: i (Swned) CATHCART.
“&e. o &c. ool L L
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Lord Metcalfe,

March 8, 1845.

Lord Catheart,
December 19, 18.45.

Mr. Gladstone,
February 3, 1846.

The Right Honourablé Earl Grey, o

6 CORRESPONDENCE RELATIVE TO THE

(No.20) ‘ . No. 5. , L
Cory of « DESPATCH from the Right Hon. W. E. GLapsTONE to Earr,
"~ CATHCART. | | |
My Loro, Downing Street, February 3, 1846,

I nave laid before the Queen the joint Address of the Legislative Council

and Assembly of Canada, on the subject of the alteration of the Act for the re~ -
union of Canada, so far as respects the use of the French language. T have also =
laid before the Queen your despatch of the 8th March, 1645, No, 227, which -
transmits the above Address. : - ‘ : I
~ From regard to the wishes thus expressed by her loyal subjects, Her Majesty -
is inclined to entertain the prayer of that Address, and authorises you to makea .
communication . accordingly to the legislative bodies at the opening of the -

Session. ‘

Inasmuch, however, as it would not be practicable to obtain from Parliament =
with convenience the change which is required in the Act o fRe-Union, so early .
as to take effect upon the proceedings of the coming Session in Canada,and as
it is obviously far from desirable that reiterated applications should be made for -

the alteration of a constitutional statute of so much importance, her Majesty’s

Government do not propose to take any step of that nature until I shall have -
become acquainted with the proceedings of the provineial Legislature, and shall
have learned whether they may give occasion for inserting in one and the same -
amending Bill, together with a provision relating to the exclusive use of the -

amng & . Provisiy g 1
Envlish language, another modification of the provisions of the Act of Re-Union,

S 5 U145t P

possibly become necessary under the powers conveyed to your Lord- -

which might

ship in-my Despatch of this date relating to the Civil List. =~
- ’ 1 have, &e.,

The Earl Catheart, " (Signed)  W.E.GLADSTONE.
C&e. &e ‘ o | o
(No. 22.) . No.6.

Cory of a DESPATCH from the Right Honourable the EArL of Evciy and e

KixcarpINE to Earr Grey.

‘ Government House,‘Montreal, March 2, 1848.‘
My Lorp, (Leceived March 27, 1848.)

I BE6 leave to refer to the correspondence noted in the margin respecting
the joint address of the Legislative Council and Assembly of this province praying =
il’or the repeal of the 41st clause of the Act of Union reluting to the French

. language, S Lo ‘ a
o] ~Ir.bG1adstone, in conveying to the two Houses her Majesty’s answer to this .
address, stated that her Majesty’s Government would take no steps for procuring
the requisite amendment in the Union Act”until they should be apprised of the -
further alterations that would be required in it by the proceedings which it was .
anticipated would take place in the Canadian legislature on the subject of the -
Civil List, in order that both measures might be included in one and the same

amending Bill. C :

- The Imperial Parliament has since, on the solicitation of this legislature',‘ pdéééd Lo
an Act relating to the Civil List, while the pledge given by her Majesty’s Govern- '
ment on the subject of the French language appears to, have been overlooked.
Uunder these circumstances I bring the subject under your notice, as it is. one on ;|

which a very strong and general feeling exists here. .
‘ A ‘ -+ Thave, &ec. -
(Signed)

- &e. - &e.

" ELGIN and KINCARDINE.
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’(No 217) . No.T.

Cory of a DESPATCH from EArL GREY to the Right Honoumb]e the EARL of :

‘ ErLciy and I{INCARDINE ‘
MY Lonn o SR Downma-stxeet, May 27 1848. :

I nave had the honour to receive your Lordship’s Deapatch* (No. 22)

of the 2nd of March last, in which you call my attention ‘to the ‘joint address
- from the Legislative Council and A<semHy of Canada to the Queen (enclosed in

* Lord Metealfe’s Despateh, No. 227, of March 8, 1845), and to Mr. Gladstone’s
Despatch (No. 20) of February 3, 1846, on the sulgect ofrescinding that part of
the Act for the re-union of the provinces of Upper and Lower Canada, which
‘enjoins the exclusive use of the English l.mgua"e in the legislative records of the
provincial Parliament. ‘

I have to sssure your Lordship that her Ma]esty s Government were not un-
‘mindful of this address of the legislative bodies of Canada, or of the pledge con-
veyed in the Despatch of my pledeces:m ahove referred to, when the Civil List
Bill was under their consideration last year; but as it appeared that in the
passage of that Bill through the Provincial Legislature the objection to the ex-

clusive use of the English lanfrunge was not adverted to, I was induced to hope
that a further experience of the existing law might have led to the conclusion that

it might be allowed to continue unulter«.d without any serious inconvenience, and
as T cannot disguise from' your Lordship that it is not entirely without reluctance

that her Majesty’s present advisers will propose the desired alteration in the Re-
~ union Act, T willingly availed myselt of the silence of your Lordship and of the

Provincial LE"N]atUIe to omit doing so when the amendment of the Act with
- respect to the vaxl List was bzou«rht before Parliament. As, however, it now
~ appears that the wishes of the Provincial Legislature and the inhabitants of

Canada are unaltered and unanimous in favour of the proposed change, and as the
subject is one exclusively of internal and domestic concern, her Majesty’s Govern-

ment feel that whatever may be their own opinion as to what would be really best
for the permanent interests of the province, they could not with propriety offer
any objection ‘to the accomplishment of an object so generally desired by the

inhabitants at large, and which has been recommended by your Lordship as -

well as by both your predecessors in the Government. A Bill will therefore be
forthwith submitted to Parliament to repeal so much of the Act of Re-union as
relates to the disuse: of the French ]an«ruage in the leglslatwe records of the
provmce o ‘

‘ R " I have, &c. ;
‘The Rwht Hon. the Earl of I ~ (Signed) . GREY.
‘ E]gln and Kincardine, I o R ;
- &e &e.
(No. 51) | o ~~ No.S8.

The Right Honounable the Earu of ELGxN and KINCARDINE to EARL GREY .

My Lom) o Govemment HouSe, Montneal May 3, 1848; ‘

- (Leceived Muy 23, 1848)

'CANADA.
‘ Np. 7.

No.&

I mavE much sdtxsfnctlon in calling your Loxdslnps attention to the O'ra- o
tlfvmr- repreeentatxon of the state of pubhc feeling in this province. contained in

'~ the enclosed extract from the Presentment of the Grand’ Jury of the Couxt of
Quar ter Se=51ons he1d in this clty at the close of the last month S
v ‘ Illave, &e. ‘
1 The nght Hon Earl Grey, | (Swned) LGIN and KINCARDINE
&e. . &e. - . L L :
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Enclosure in No. 8.

I Grand Jury ne peut s'empécher de manifester le bonheur qu'il éprouve de voir le pays -
jouissant d'un paix et d'unc tranquillité profonde, tandis que les peuples de la vieille
Europe se trouvent engagés dans les troubles et le feu des révolutions.  Cette paix dont
jouit notre pays, qu'il sait apprécier, et qu’il saura mainteuir, est due i la forme de notre -
Gouvernement. et surtout 3 la sagesse, 2 I'habilité, et la fermeté des hommes qui ont été
appelés parle représentant denotre Souveraine a le faire fonctionner. Avee de tels hommes -
alatéte des affaires, soucieux comme ils le sont des intéréts de tous sans distinction, le -
pays me peut que prosperer et jouir de cette paix si nécessaire au déploiement de son in- -
dustrie et de son commerce. ‘ ‘ ‘ o
Le Grand Jury est done persuadé que cette paix. si nécessaire au bonheur du pays, ne .
sera jamais troubléc; le Gouvernement pouvant compter sur la sympathie et I'appui-
cordial et sincere de tous ses habitants. ‘
(Signé) . Duncax McMarmx,

Cuarres Gareavy,

Pierre Beauwsky,

Witeiam HaNNan,

Roeert Morug,

Francois Pavui,

RoserT AIRD,

Javes Davipson,

R. Braororp, -

Roperr ELLioT,

Jacques DuListE.

F. X. Dvravyr, Président.

Clambre du Grand Jury, Montréal, Avril 29, 1848.
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