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FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH, MON­
TREAL.

XVe have pleasure in placing before our 
readers an engraving of the above church 
edifice. In this case the ‘first* is last : for 
already cuts of the other two churches in 
Montreal have appeared in our columns.

The building with which we arc at pre­
sent concerned was erected in i860, at a 
cost, including the land, of about $24,000. 
The church—at that time the only English 
speaking Baptist body in the city—was 
then under the pastoral care of Rev. John 
Alexander, whose ministrations in Mon­
treal will long be held in affectionate re­
membrance. At that time the member 
ship was about 150. The number re­
ported last J une to the Ottawa Associa­
tion was 225, a gratifying increase con­
sidering the large drafts made upon the 
membership in the formation of the two 
other powerful interests in St. Catherine 
St and Osborne St. (Olivet), and notwith­
standing matters at one time connected 
with the internal history of the church 
itself which were adverse to its growth in

spiritual grace or in numerical strength. , 
These latter influences are rapidly passing 
away, we believe, and, the First Church is 
enjoying again peace, prosperity and edifi­
cation through the Divine blessing upon 
the ministrations of the present able and 
respected pastor, Rev. A H. Munro.

PROGRESS.

We were pleased to see in a recent 
Baptist, the report of the committee, ap­
pointed at the semi-annual meeting in 
Woodstock, to inquire into the financial 
affairs of the Convention, with special 
reference to the work of the Secretary 
during the past year. All things con­
sidered, the exhibit is a surprising one. 
Under ordinary circumstances—by which 
we mean in times of fair commercial 
prosperity—the results reached would have 
been very gratifying; but in xiew of the 
prevailing stringency and depression they 
are such as reflect great credit upon Dr. 
Davidson, and call for our devoutest ac­
knowledgements to the (liver of all good. 
The committee have presented to the 
denomination, a carefully prepared and 
somewhat el. borate comparative statement 
from which we select two items which 
really determine the whole matter: (1.) 
The income of the Convention, during the 
past year, was $3,074.48 in excess of that 
the preceding one (2.) Instead of a 
deficit of $4,541.36, which by the lowest 
computation would now exist had we pur­
sued our old methods, the treasury is in 
debt by two thousand dollars less than that 
sum. The employment of a paid Secretary 
therefore, when a man like our hardwork­
ing and self denying brother Davidson is 
the incumbent of the office, is no longer a 
mere experiment but an assured success. 
It is true that we are not yet out of our 
difficulties, but, if the past year is any 
criterion, the Convention will at no very 
distant day, not only be free from debt, 
but in possession of a larger income than 
it has ever yet received.

"SINGLENESS OF EYE."

It is often matter of wonderment with 
Christian men, that individuals not at 
all wanting in understanding in ordinary 
things—individuals even of keen intelli­
gence, great learning and exalted piety,

are sometimes seen to embrace doctrines 
the most absurd, and to yield themselves 
to delusions so dark, that that darkness is 
palpable to almost every eye but their own. 
This is a phenomenon in the world of 
mind which seems to call for some expla­
nation. It puzzles and perplexes the sim­
ple and unsophisticated, and makes them 
ready to think that perhaps, after all, there 
may be truth in systems which they have 
been wont to regard as one unmixed mass 
of error and absurdity, only that they have 
failed for some reason to discover it. 
‘Surely,* they say to themselves, ‘such 
intelligent and learned and good men can­
not be totally deceived. If they are in 
darkness who can be certain that he has 
the light, and sees things as they really 
are ?* What is the cause that one man of 
undoubtedly good natural understanding, 
with certain means before him of forming 
a correct judgment, rejects as downright 
error what another man, of equally good 
natural understanding, with the same 
means before him of arriving at a correct 
judgment, is led to embrace as infallible 
truth. Here certainly is a difficulty in the 
philosophy of mind, which demands a 
solution, and which, it must be admitted, 
it is of great practical importance should, 
if it can, he solved.

The moral fact which supplies the solu­
tion—the key to the whole mystery—we 
find furnished by the great Teacher in the 
strikingly simple, yet deeply philosophic 
statement,—“ The light of the body is the 
eye : if therefore thine eye be single thy 
whole body shall be full of light. But if 
thine eye be evil, thy whole body shall be 
full of darkness.” Here we have a natural 
fact in relation to the body applied in a 
moral sense to the mind, and accounting 
both for the diversity of men’s judgments, 
and the consequent differences of their 
conduct in respect to matters of religion. 
The eye is the medium which lets in light 
and informs the “ body ' of things with­
out ; if therefore this organ be “ single,” 
if it has received no such violence or in­
jury as to cause a defect in it, resulting in 
dim or double vision, “ the whole body 
shall be full of light.” But if the eye be 
“ evil,” or faulty, so that every object is 
seen dimly, or, as in the case of divided 
vision, double—two things where there 
is only one, and neither of them in the 
right position—the “ whole body ” suffers
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in consequence by being “ full of dark­
ness,” that is, by bein'' deceived and mis­
led. Just so is it with the mind or under­
standing, which is the eye of the soul. If 
it be not simple, or “ single," in its re­
gards, if it has admitted into it the mote 
of some false principle or maxim, then its 
perceptive power is injured, and it has be­
come so perverted that it sees nothing in 
its true light. Every object that is looked 
at appears in another than its right place, 
or altogether out of proportion, so that 
false judgment and misguidance is the 
necessary consequence.

It is usual to hear people say, when they 
see a man of sense embracing any palpable 
absurdity in religious doctrine, and con­
tending strenuously for it, ‘He cannot be 
sincere ; he must perceive the falsehood 
of his system though he will not confess 
it.’ This we believe to be a mistaken 
conclusion. We are disposed to give him 
credit for being thoroughly sincere, and 
are not at all surprised to see that he grows 
the more earnest the further he gets in the 
wrong ; because by arguing with himself in 
favour of the wrong he naturally becomes 
more and more persuaded that he is right. 
He reasons himself, in fact, heartily into 
the belief that things are as they come to 
appear to him ; and is not so wanting, either 
in sense or sincerity, as his neighbours are 
apt to suppose. The man is as intelligent 
and as conscientious as ever; the only 
difference being that he is not as single- 
minded as ever. He has allowed another 
object or element to have place in his 
mind as a recognized principal of belief 
or action than the one which ought to 
have undivided sway ; and thus it comes 
to pass that there is realized in him the 
awful result : “ If therefore the light that 
is in thee be darkness, how great is that 
darkness.”

This is the case, doubtless, with many 
a “ pervert to popery," the honesty of 
whose course his protestant neighbour is 
so ready to suspect. He has admitted 
within the sphere of his adoration two 
objects when he ought to have kept it 
undividedly to one. The object of his 
worship is double—Christ and the Virgin 
Mary, and the inevitable result is that he 
enshades himself in darkness by this pro­
cess—a darkness which throws its deceit­
ful dimness over the whole sphere of his

religious belief—obscuring, as respects his 
mental apprehensions every other doctrine 
of the Christian system, and giving rise in 
his view to all sorts of fantastic shapes of 
fancied realities. A man cannot divide 
his religious regards between the Creator 
and a creature, without giving evidence of 
bedimmed spiritual preceptions, getting 
involved in the mazes of mystery, and at 
last losing himself in utter bewilderment. 
It is the necessary consequence of the 
course he adopts.

But there is another application of this 
principle which should not be overlooked. 
There are, we know, many who consider 
themselves staunch protestants, who are 
not looking with a single eye to Christ. 
They are trusting to a two-fold justification 
—a justification partly through their own 
works, and partly through the Saviour’s 
merits. The vision of such persons is 
divided bet' .e law and the gospel : 
now they lo 10 the one to save them, 
and now to the other ; but to neither so 
directly as to see clearly. In truth, they 
have a very confused notion of the way of 
salvation. They feel that works are ne­
cessary, but they know not for what end. 
They read that they must look to Christ 
alone to justify them, but they fail to 
perceive how His sacrifice can be all- 
sufficient, and so they are held in doubt 
and perpetual uncertainty, not knowing 
where to place their trust to be quite se­
cure. Their view of the one method so 
crosses and interferes with their view of 
the other method, that indistinctness and 
darkness is the result. Let the principle 
of free justification by the grace of God 
through Jesus Christ occupy its central 
position in a man’s doctrinal system, and 
all the other doctrines of the Christian 
faith will arrange themselves around it in 
a beautiful symmetrical order, presenting 
to the mind’s eye the image of unity in 
multiplicity. There will no longer be 
either obscurity or confusion in his views 
of the plan of salvation ; but his mind 
being fixed upon the one true object of 
trust, there shall be fulfilled in him the 
assurance, “ thy whole body shall be full 
of light.”

“ Early Memories." These highly in­
teresting sketches will be missed by many 
from our present issue. We are happy 
however to announce .heir intended 
resumption next month.

EDITORIAL NOTES.

In parting with Mr. McNaught as As­
sociate Editor—whose services have been 
so generously given during the past year, 
notwithstanding the claims of a new and 
rapidly developing wholesale business—we 
are happy to announce that occasional 
contributions from his facile pen may be 
expected, as well as a continuance of his 
hearty sympathy and co-operation with the 
effort to add lo the efficiency of the Helper 
in the objects it seeks to promote, as a 
Baptist Monthly, devoted specially to the 
assistance of Chri tian Workers.

The Editors are also promised the con­
tinued assistance of the author of “ Early 
Memories" and a number of other valued 
contributors, whose modesty hitherto has 
prevented their revealing names which 
would in no way detract from but add to 
the popularity and usefulness of the 
Journal.

Personal.—In another column our 
readers will find a very interesting com­
munication from our junior missionary in 
Cocanada, Rev. John Graig, giving a 
graphic description of “A Hindoo Feast.” 
In the note accompanying the communi­
cation, Bro. Craig says : “We are all 
well here at present (a2nd March,) and 
have all plenty to do. Mrs. Craig and I 
are getting on pretty well with the lan­
guage. I finished reading the first chapter 
of John this morning."

“The Christian Visitor.”—Our New 
Brunswick Baptist brethren are be to con­
gratulated on the enterprise and recent im­
provement in their denominational news­
paper. Printed on clear white paper, 
from span new type, and with a fresh and 
talented acquisition to its editorial staff in 
the person of Rev. J. A. Hopper, we trust 
the Christian Visitor will receive that 
general and loyal support from the Baptists 
of its constituency, that the enterprise of 
its proprietors deserves.

The Visitor is now published at 85 
Germain street, St. John, by the firm of 
Armstrong & Hopper, who also conduct 
on the same premises a job printing estab­
lishment and a Baptist Book Room.

We wish the firm large prosperity in 
every department <?f their business*
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Extravagance in Dress.—A recent 
law suit in an English court has once 
more drawn attention to this matter. A 
West-End milliner in London claimed 
^930 sterling for articles of dress supplied 
to a lady during the short space of nine­
teen months. This lady had also obtained 
other goods from other milliners during 
the same period. The husband resisted 
the claim, as he had no part in the pur­
chase. The jury decided that the wife 
alone was liable : accordingly sensible 
husbands rejoice, extravagant wives are 
disconsolate, and extortionist West-End 
milliners are enraged.

On the above facts the Christian Herald 
makes some comments which ought to 
receive the serious attention of every 
Christian woman—and every Christian 
man too, for that matter. Here they are :

“ If Christian wives would follow out the 
apostle’s admonition about modest apparel, 
they would not consent to become dress­
makers’ bl.cks or dummies for the display 
of millinery ; and not merely for the sake 
of husbands and children docs it behove a 
lady to take heed that the cost of her dress 
is well within her husband's means, but also 
for the sake of example to inferiors. The 
“ love ” of dress is the cause of the ruin of 
thousands of poor girls. When a servant 
begins to love fine dress she is on an inclined 
plane which sometimes leads to the lowest 
depths of sorrow and shame.

The shop-girl and the domestic servant 
try to dress as the lady customers and their 
mistresses dress. Then is it not a duty for 
rich ladies, for the sake of poor girls to 
eschew extravagant fashions ? Instead of 
obeying their milliners, who have an interest 
in frequent changes of style and in making 
the fashions costly, ladies should consult 
their own taste and judgment. If Christian 
ladies would so act, the despotic tyranny of 
fashion- -that is, of the West-Znd milliners 
—would be weakened. There is, at the pre­
sent day, a tendency to general extravagance 
in personal attire which it behoves every 
Christian to repress by precept and ex-

A Remarkable Work of Grace.— 
The members of the Home Mission 
Board were greatly cheered at the recent 
meeting in Woodstock, by the indications 
of Divine favour resting on the work in a 
number of the mission churches.

The quarterly report of Rev. Alexander 
Warren, whose field of labour includes 
the thriving villages of Durham and 
Priceville, was particularly refreshing ; 
and very appropriately, after the Secretary 
had finished reading it, the meeting rose 
and sang the doxology. The statistical 
part of this report revealed the fact that

EIGHTY-NINE persons had been baptized 
upon a profession of then faith in Christ ! 
The following were the remarks of the 
missionary :

“ In making my report for this quarter, I 
feel ipuch humbled under the wonderful 
manifestatior.s of God’s love and power, in 
saving sinners amongst us, both in Durham 
and Priceville.

When we look back to what wc were two 
years and six months ago, and then look at 
our present position, we ..re forcibly remind­
ed of the language of the psalmist :

" When Zion's bondage God turned back,
As men that drear cd were we."

With a continuance of the kind, fostering 
care of the Board which you have so timely 
and kindly given hitherto, I think that each 
of these churches will very soon become self- 
sustaining. There is yet quite a gleaning on 
the whole field, that has been reaped but not 
bound in the sheaf. There is also in each of 
the churches, a living, loving and united 
band of really excellent Christian workers, 
that will prove a great comfort and strength 
to a pastor. 1 feel it very much having to 
leave the most pleasant and prosperous 
position 1 ever enjoyed as a pastor ; but 
health, together with an over-taxed mental 
condition, necessitates my leaving at pres­
ent. Please accept thanks, brethren, for

E>ast kindnesses. Praise the Lord with me, 
or His wondrous loving-kindness to this 

field, and to His unworthy servant,
A. W."

“Train up a Child.”—The following, 
which we clip from the National Sunday 
School Teacher, is worthy the attention of 
all parents, and those Sunday Schools 
who are neglecting the opportunity to 
train their children early in the habit of 
giving to the Lord’s cause :

“A negro woman in the West Indies, 
after dropping her own gift into the mission­
ary collection, put a coin into the hand of 
her t'"o-year-old tottler, and guided it, also, 
to the plate. When the collector became a 
little impatient at the delay caused by this, 
she said to him : ‘ Hab patience, broder, I 
want to bring de little ting up to it.’ She 
had just the right idea. The children must 
be brought up to giving to the missionary 
cause if they are to be generous givers to 
that object when they become men and wo­
men. If they are not brought up to it now, 
they will never come up to it then as they 
should. The way to reap a harvest of dol­
lars from them by and by is to reap a har­
vest of cents from them now.”

The International S. S. Lessons.— 
The present scheme of Bible lessons, 
which is in use in the vast majority of 
Sunday Schools all over the world, termi­
nates with the year 1879. In some 
quarters the committee that prepared the 
scheme has met with a certain amount of 
criticism, but the work on the whole has 
given such abundant satisfaction that, at

the recent International Convention at 
Atlanta, Georgia, it was resolved unani­
mously to appoint a new lesson com­
mittee to prepare another course of Bible 
studies extending oVeranother seven years. 
The following constitute the committee . 
Rev. Drs. Vincent, Newton* Hall, Ran­
dolph, Broadus, Connyvgham, Palmer, 
Austin Phelps, Caugher, M';Vicar, (Mont­
real), Potts, (Toronto), Rev. James A. 
Worden, and Messrs. Gillet and B. F. 
Jacobs.

Jarvis St. Baptist Church—The re­
lions presented at the annual meeting of 
this society on the evening of the 26th 
ult., contain matters which will be of in­
terest to all the readers of the Helper. 
The very complete report of the church 
clerk, Bro. Edmund Burke, furnishes the 
following extracts :

“The continued work of grace which has 
been in progress for some years past still 
continues, and in even a mure marked de­
gree. The additions by baptism have been 
greater than those of any previous year.” * *

“ In August, our young brother George 
Sale, having related to the church his ex­
ercises of mind regarding to his call to the 
gospel ministry, was cordially granted a 
license to preach, and soon afterwards, 
entered upon a course of study at the 
Institute at Woodstock.

* * Thus, with Bro. Craig in India, 
brethren Speller and Sale at Woodstock, 
and brother Charles Cook at Spurgeon's 
College, we have four young men, who have 
from boyhood's days been connected with 
this church, preparing for an active life of 
devotion to the work of the ministry. But 
the harvest is great and the labourers are 
still few.”

The following paragraphs relating to 
the Sunday School work will be of especial 
interest to a large number of our sub­
scribers.

“ The work in connection with the Sunday 
School continues with unabated interest, and 
the teachers and officers are much encouraged 
by the very manifest work among the scholars 
of all ages. Some fifty-nine scholars have 
during the year been baptized, and the 
number who are members of the church now 
amounts to 146, being not far from one-fourth 
the entire membership of the school, and 
about one-fifth of the membership of the 
church. The number of scholars on the 
roll is 432 in the senior school, and 192 in 
♦he infant class, a total of 624, being an in­
crease of 62 during the year. The number 
of teachers and officers is 45. Four deaths 
have been reported among the scholars. 
The great necessity of the school is still, as 
it has been for some years past, a good 
library. The amount raised in the school 
for missionary purposes during the year was 
$338 18 : of this sum $43 45 was contributed 
by the Infant class
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Of ihe Brock st. Mission the report s>ys : 
“The interest in the Sunday School work 

continues unabated, ;>nd some 8 or 9 of the 
scholars have united with the church by 
baptism. The number of scholars on the 
roll is something over 200, being about the 
same as last year. The number of teachers 
and officers engaged in the work is 21. 
Until more commodious and "better accomo­
dation is provided it cannot be expected that 
the attendance will materially increase, in­
deed the utmost Mmit has almost been 
reached, and the labourers in t'.e school arc 
anxiously awaiting the time when their wants 
and necessities shall be satisfied.”

After a very brief but appreciative allu­
sion t > the work done by the Dorcas 
Society, Young Men’s and Young Women’s 
Associations, and the Choir, the report 
concludes thus :

“The Woman's Missionary Lin/ which 
is an auxilliary of the Woman's liai 1 Mis­
sionary Society of Ontario, has now been at 
work about year and a half, and its mem­
bership is gradually increasing. The small 
fee of 10 cts. per month is collected from each 
mcnibcrand thesehave nowamounted to over 
$160, which has been handed over to the trea­
surer of the Central Hoard. The special ob­
ject for which the Circle has been collecting 
funds is the support of Mrs. McLaurin’s 
school in Cocanada for the education of 
natixe girls. It is believed that the estab­
lishment of these Circles among our churches 
has already increased the interest felt in Mis­
sions, and it is hoped that they may yet be­
come a grand christianizing power at home 
and abroad.

The statistics of the membership of the 
church arc as follows :~
Addcd by baptism 104 Dismisscdbykttcr 38

“ “ letter 37 Died 11
“ “ exper'ncc 9 Propped 4

Excluded 6

150 $9
Gross increase 150 ; net increase 91 $ total 

membership 699."
From the report of the treasurer, Dei. 

T. D. Craig, we gather the following : 
The amount raised during the year for the 
general expenses of the church was 
$7024 53. The amount contributed 
towards the various societies in connection 
with the denomination, such as Home 
and Foreign Missions, Ministerial Educa­
tion, &c. was $1,704 14; the fellowship 
collection at Communion (of which Dea. 
Elliot is treasurer) amounted to $491. 
These, with amounts collected on the 
building Fund, the various sums raised by 
the Dorcas Society, Woman’s Circle, 
ladies’ Furnishing Fund, and other 
schemes of the church make a tota1 of not 
far from $22,cco.

“ The Narrow Way ” is the name of 
r new monthly magazine which has been 
sent to us, and which we gladly place on 
oar exchange list. It is published at bay- 
view, county of Grey, Ont., by Mr. C. C* 
Willett. “ The Narrow Way ” is intended 
to “ boldly and unflinchingly advocate the 
grand and glorious old doctrines of free, 
sovereign, and eternal grace :—to preach a 
.ialvation which gives God all the glory 
and the sinner all the benefit." That it 
may have a long and abundantly useful 
career in this mission we sincerely wish.

Coinributcb Articles.
A HINDOO FEAST.

hear Mr. Editor.
I remember a promise I made you some 

weeks ago in regard to writing a letter to th< 
readers of the “ Christian Helper,’" and 1 
now attempt to make it good. There arc 
many things that attract one’s attention on 
arriving in India, but unless one makes a 
note of these .at first, they will soon cease to 
appear strange, and liecome unworthy in the 
opinion of the new comer of furnishing 
materials for a letter to the friends at home. 
This is the reason why missionaries can 
write letters without much trouble during the 
first year or so of their residence in India, 
whereas afterwards they find considerable 
difficulty in furnishing the number of in­
teresting epistles demanded by their friends 
in Canada. I do not intend in this letter to 
say anything about the workingof our mission 
here or at home, nor do I intend to give any 
particulars of native life, except so far as I 
may do this in giving you some account of a 
Hindoo Feast, which I attended on the 2nd 
February last. On the evening of the pre- 
x ious day Josiah, whose name is well known 
to your readers, informed us that the natives 
would observe the feast by bathing in the 
sea, and Mr. McLaurin, Mrs. Craig and 
myself concluded to go and see the novel 
proceeding. Our Telugu teacher, who is a 
brahmin, presented himself early on the 
morning of the feast day, asking leave that 
he might attend the feast, and leave was 
granted him without the slightest incon- 
x enicncc to us, as we were just about starting 
for the scene of the religious bathing our­
selves. We left the mission-house about 
7.30 a.m. and found the roads crowded all 
the way along to the shore, where the feast 
was being held. We noticed before leaving 
the town, little stands erected at the side of 
the road for the sale of candy and small 
articles, just as we see at home on great 
holidays.

The crowd seemed to be almost greater

at'.er we left the town than before ; the road 
along which we -Jrove was the one that leads 
to Coringa, and the number of people going 
in the same direction as we were, was only 
equalled by the number of those who had 
already bathed and were on their way back.

The Government had begun work on this 
Coringa road, and part of it was in good 
condition, but most of it was in a very bad 
state. Apart from its roughness, it was 
graded in some places two or three feet higher 
than the land through which it runs, and 
being quite narrow, did not furnish the most 
suitable place for the passing Of numberless 
oullocl-carts by our carriage, bullocks do 
very xvell when there is plenty of room for 
them, but they prove exceedingly awkward 
it one gets into a tight place with them. 
One man x\ as afraid he had not room to pass 
us, so hr tried to get off the road, but his 
effort xxas hardly successful, as the cart went 
right over on to its side with a bang, giving 
the inside population a rough shaking. The 
better class of these carts contained for the 
most part the wives and children of brahmins, 
on their way back, they having been anxious 
in all probability to batlv before the waters 
were polluted by others.

All along one side of the road were beggars 
standing or sitting or lying prostrate, inces­
santly calling, “ baboo, amma,’’ “ baboo am- 
ma." “ Baboo" means “ father" and is a title 
of respect for gentlemen, while “amma" 
means “ mother" and used as a polite form 
of address when speaking to ladies. Most 
of these beggars had a little rice and some 
small shells in their cloths or xvhatever they 
xvcrc collecting their alms in. The shells arc 
for change and are worth about the sixty- 
fourth part of a cent.

I noticed a kind of small palanquin which 
was being carried along, and in it was a brass 
bell-shaped hat, which an attendant priest 
placed on the heads of those who cared to 
pay for the privilege. When we reached the 
shore where the feast was being celebrated, 
we found plenty to engage our attention. 
Some distance out there were r umbers of 
people bathing, and as the water was quite 
shallow there, they found it necessary to lie 
down in order to get right under. They 
were dirtier, or at least, muddier, when they 
came out than when they went in ; for the 
stars not being propitious the priests had 
directed the people to bathe in muddy water: 
so the spot chosen was near the mouth of the 
Godavery. Of the people on the shore some 
were combing out their hair, and some wring­
ing out their wet clothes, and here were also 
men with peculiar costumes of a religious 
import, figures of the cobra’s head being 
numerous on their hats or caps. One man, 
tall naturally, had a hirje affair on his head,
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and this made him look like a giant. I have 
learnt since that the huge head-ornament 
was a goddess. He was accompanied by 
two men beating tom-toms, and in time 
with their playing he danced and whirled 
round on one foot, extending his hand for 
offerings as he came to a stand-still. He gave 
some extra wild jumps in front of us, till Bro. 
McLaurin told him to stop. This dancing 
reminded me very much of pictures I have 
seen representing dancing among the Red 
Indians. There was quite a brisk trade going 
on at the same time. Not only were fruits 
and cooked grains for sale, but some men 
seemed to have moved their entire stock 
down, and beads, and toys, and idols, and 
all manner of curious things were to be had. 
Moving on a little further in the crowd we 
saw the image of a bull being carried by a 
number of men, and receiving the worship 
of those around it.

A little away from the crowd and nearer 
the road a brahmin priest had put up a bit of 
canvas over some idols, and was instructing 
people how to make offerings.

A man and his wife were making an offer­
ing. They brought rice and sweet potatoes 
and plaintains or bananas. Two plates 
made of leaves sewed together were laid out, 
two or three handfuls of rice placed on each; 
a plaintain added, a sweet potato also. 
Then two dubs were prodveed. A dub is a 
copper-piece about the size of our cent. The 
priest told the man to dip the dubs in some 
holy water that he had there, and to sprinkle 
the grain and fruit wifh the drops that ad­
hered to the dubs. The man did so, and 
then gave the money to the priest, who pre­
sented it to the idol, after which he threw it 
into a brass plate, which was already covered 
with similar offerings. The idol being wor­
shipped was Krishna. I could not help 
noticing how much the holy water was used, 
for the offerers as well as the offerings were 
sprinkled with it. Along the way as we 
were driving back to town we passed num­
bers of men playing a kind of cymbals, while 
others were beating the tom-toms or drums, 
and many were singing to the music which 
the others it ade. The crowds that thronged 
the road for a long distance reminded me of 
the multitudes that accompanied Jesus at His 
triumphal entry into Jerusalem. Perhaps I 
ought to have been reminded also of the 
crowds that flocked to John’s baptism. The 
scene on the shore was doubtless a picture 
not unlike that which John saw, but the 
crowds on the road were a good representa­
tion of the triumphal entry. The costumes 
presented all kinds of colours, but white 
formed by far the predominant one, while 
the coloured jackets and turbans were just 
numerous enough to make the white seem

whiter still. At one place there is a curve 
in the road, a»id just before reaching that 
particular spot I could see the way for half a 
mile or more thronged with people coming 
and going, while behind us were the crowds 
we had left on the shore and the moving 
multitude that made complete the line from 
the town to the bathing place.

We reached home about 10.45 A.M., having 
had our first sight of heathenism on a large 
scale. If your readers are half as much 
interested and profited by this imperfect 
sketch as 1 was by my visit, the writer will 
be thankful that his first effort to picture 
heathenism has not been in vain.

Yours C.acerely,
JOHN CRAIG. 

Cocanada, 21st March, 1877.

DENVER CITY, COLORADO.

ITS CLIMATE, ANU PEOPLE, ETC.

The following extracts from letters we 
have received from a brother member of 
Jarvis street church, Toronto, whose health 
necessitated a change of climate, and whose 
medical advisers recommended the above 
city, contain so much of interest, that we 
offer no apology either to the writer or our 
readers, for publishing them. The first is 
from a letter dated 9th of April, 1878 :—

“Of the climate being beneficial to per­
sons with pulmonary diseases, unless they 
have passed beyond the possibility of recov­
ery, there is abundant evidence and examples, 
it being probably safe to say that two-thirds 
of the entire population are reconstructed 
invalids besides many others, who, when 
restored to health, return to their homes in 
the east. This being true, it does not follow 
that every one who comes here is restored 
to health, or even improved. On the con­
trary, numbers only arrive when in the last 
stages of the disease, and to these the air 
of Colorado almost invariably hastens the 
sad but inevitable end. The usual mode of 
locomotion for invalids is on horseback, a 
feat 1 have not yet attempted, having no 
fancy for that sort of thing, besides being 
al. le to take plenty of exercise by walking. 
This is the greatest place for livery the writer 
has ever been in, and the worst feature about 
it is that they use it more on Sunday than 
any other day. Generally speaking, Denver 
is no exception to other American cities, in 
its observance of the Sabbath. There is not 
that entire suspension of business, amusc- 
meii', and pleasure, on this side, which I am 
pleased to say we enjoy in Toronto. Another 
thing peculiar t 'his place, is the number of 
private boardiny uses. Almost every one 
who keeps house om the Mayor down, has 
furnished rooms to let, either with or without 
board. The weather, for the most part, has 
been fine since we came, but not perpetual 
sunshine, having had a few days of rain and 
snow-storm. In regular clear Colorado 
weather, the temperature varies considerably

*

between day and night, ranging say from 
3$’ early in the morning to 75" between two 
and three o’clock in t‘..7 afternoon, after 
which time it îuns down again rapidly, and 
becomes so chilly that fires arc needed dur­
ing the evening. In my next J will try and 
tell you something about the church and 
sabbath school.

This promise is redeemed in a letter dated 
29th of April, as follows :

“ When we came here in March last, the 
congregation of the First Baptist church, 
the only one in the city, held Sunday ser­
vices in the Opera House, owing to their 
house of worship being alt :red and enlarged.

On Sunday, 5th April, the church was re­
opened and looked very handsome indeed, 
being a credit to the denomination and the 
city. It is about the size of Alexander st> 
church, has a large organ and a good choir

The pastor, Rev. F. M. Ellis, D.D., is an 
able, earnest minister, a true Christian, and 
a strong advocate of temperance, foremost in 
every good work, popular as a preacher, 
well-liked and respected by all classes.

I have been very much impressed and 
profited by his preaching. His sermons arc 
calculated not only to convince and convert 
sinners, but also to strengthen and encourage 
those who have accepted Jesus as their 
Saviour, and desire to serve Him.

The membership is rather small in pro­
portion to the congregation, many of the 
latter being transient, and belonging to 
other denominations, who are with them, but 
not of them.

There has only been one prayer-meeting 
since the church has been finished, in con­
sequence of unicn meetings being held 
nightly, in one or other of the different 
churches, and led by a Mr. Grant, an evan­
gelist. Have attended some of these, and 
though 1 am not in favour of what is com­
monly called a revival, have reason to be­
lieve this movement is doing good in the 
right direction, namely, the stirring up of 
(iod’s people to a consciousness of their 
duties and responsibilities, togethc, with a 
more entire consecration of themselves to 
the service of Christ, and the extension of 
His kingdom.

The Sabbath school meets in the main 
audience room, and has an attendance of 
about one hundred and fifty scholars. It is 
hoped that with the increased accommoda­
tion now possessed, this number will be 
largely increased during the present year. 
The infant class sit in the gallery, arc taught 
by a young lady, and under the same super­
intendent as the rest of the school. Dr. 
Ellis teaches the Bible class. The subject of 
the lessons is the same as taught in our 
schools.

On Easter Sunday evening, the school 
held a very interesting service, consisting 
of an address by the pastor, responsive 
readings of scriptural selections on the 
resurrection, by the superintendent, teachers 
and scholars, with appropriate singing by 
the choir and congregation. This is worthy 
of your consideration, being a beautiful and 
instructive exercise, in keeping with the 
event which the day commemorates.

In conclusion, I desire to record my deep 
sense of gratitude to the pastor, his wife, 
and members of the First Baptist church,
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for the kindness, Christian love and sympa- 
they have shewn to myself and wife during 
our six weeks stay in Denver.

Yours faithfully, W. S.
Since writing the above, 1 have learned 

that the infant class will, in future, meet in 
the lecture room, and entirely apart from the 
rest of the School.

W. S."

poetry.
THE WOOD-PIGEON.

Yon busy bird coos merrily,
As busy workers do,

Yet builds its nest so carelei. iy,
The eggs come falling through ;

And still it sings while summer lasts,
And nestles in its doings :

But winter comes, with northern blasts, 
And pulls the nest to ruins.

So man will sing and build -and trust 
To nature's tiny spray,

Till Judgment, with resistless gust,
Shall sweep the who - away !

The storm is near—but mercy brings 
The Refuge very NlOH,

That thither, with expanded w ings,
The desolate may fly !

Though but a feeble folk arc wc - 
A timid scattered flock,

Through crack we build not on the tree, 
Oui nest is In the Rock!

Christ is that Rock! nor hell, nor death, 
Our happy nest can move :

The blessed resting-place of faith 
Is Gou’s UNCHANGING LWK!

gtcligions intelligence.
DENOMINATIONAL.

ONTARIO AND (QUEBEC.

Baptisms reported during the month : Al- 
vinston, 4; Arkona, 9; Aylmer, 17; Cramahe, 
Second, 2; Delhi, 35; Durham 22 ; Ford wick, 6 ; 
Kincardine, 3 ; l.angton, 23 ; London, Adelaide 
St. 5 ; York St. 9 ; Midland, 2 : Paisley, 3 ; Salford, 
22 ; Sparta, 27 ; Toronto, A/,wander St. 3 ; Cot 
hge St. 2 ; Jarvis St. IO ; Parliament St. 21 ; 
Ÿorkville, 5; Tyrrell, 17; Venison Creek, 2; 
Woodford, I ; Yarmouth, First, 4 ; Paris, 1.

Pastoral Resignation.—Rev. H. P. 
Fitch has resigned the charge of the church in 
S'mcoe on account of ill-health. Rev. El.LMOKK 
Harris, B.A., has resigned the charge of the 
First Church in St. Thomas also on account of ill 
health.

Miscellaneous.—The Park St. Church, 
Hamilton have purchased a site for their contem­
plated new church edifice at the corner of James 
and Jackson st., for $6,000.—The comer stone 
of the new Olivet Baptist Church, Montreal, was 
laid with imposing ccremonyjon the 25th ulL—The 
Kincardine Baptist Church has just completed the 
first year of its hi-tory. From a commencement 
with 14 the membership has increased to 107, of 
which number 82 were baptised during the year. 
The pastor of the church is Rev. Alex. Grant, a 
young minister, whom God has wonderfully owned 
"m the conversion of souls, not only there but in 
several other places. The Sunday school has

grown from 70 to 132 scholars. The financial 
prosperity has been as remarkable :n its way as 
the spiritual. The cause is now self-sustaining.

The Recent Board Meetings. We have 
only space for a few brief notes on the Wood- 
stock meetings. 1. The Graduating Class at 
ttie Institute this year was fully up to the average, 
the five brethren who go out all acquiring them- 
selves very creditably. They all settle at once as 
pastors. The following arc their names and fields : 
I). A. McGregor, Whitby; George Evkrton, 
Harrow ; 1). D. Burtch, Leamington ; W. Me 
Gregor, Listowel ; and A. McConnell, Water­

's.. The Home Af.ssion Board held a very im­
portant meeting. The reports of the Mission­
aries showed that 158 believers had been baptized 
during the quarter. The financial report was, on 
the whole, very encouraging. Though the times 
have been very hard the Secretary, by his indomi­
table efforts, has collected since October, close on 
$4,000; and the Convention has been the gainer 
by Dr. Davidson’s ap|>ointment of $2,000 over 
and above his salary and expenses during the year 
of his financial agency.

3. The Foreign Mission Board finds itself very 
much in debt, and has followed the example of 
the Pome Board by resolving upon the appoint­
ment of a Financial Agent. During the year the 
Missionaries have baptized 107 converts from 
heathenism. As we anticipated in our lust month’s 
issue a thorough and hearty understanding has 
been come to between the Board and the Women's 
Society, of Ontario; the ladies have themselves 
amended the obnoxious "Constitution”—for 
which they were never responsible—and submitted 
for the approval of the Board one of their own 
making. The action of the Ladies was so grati­
fying to the Board that the following resolution 
was unanimously adopted :

‘•That we heartily approve of the alterations propmed 
by the Ladles’ ('emnil Hoard for Ontario In the Constitu­
tion ot their foreign Mission Society ;und that the thanks 
of this Hoard are hereby tendered to them for the kind 
and considerate concessions uiatle to meet the views of this 
Hoard and to prevent any friction In the work In which 
brethren and sisters are Jointly engaged."

MARITIME PROVINCES.

Baptisms reported during the month : 
Barony, 8 ; Barton, 7 ; Beaver River, 2; Canter­
bury, I : Dumfries, 8 ; Dundas, 8 ; East Point, 
I*. E. I. 20; Florence ville, 165 Halifax, Gran­
ville St. l ; Lake George, 40 (during revival) ; 
Mnrgarctville, 3 ; Moncton Second, 1 ; New 
Albany, 8 ; New Minas, 17 ; Nictaux, 7 ; North 
River, N. S. 5 ; Oak Bay, 18 ; Paradise, 7 ; 
Parrsborough, 11 ; Springfield, 6; Tusket 15; 
Windsor, ?

MANITOBA.

Rev. Alex. Warren, late of Durham, Unt. has 
been appointed second missionary to Manitoba, 
in place of Rev. D. McCaul, resigned. We 
believe no better appointment could have been 
made to this important field.

UNITED STATES.
Of over one hundred students of the Baptist 

Institute at Richmond, Va., sixty are preparing 
for the ministry.

The Point Chautauqua Baptist Association is 
making c: tensive preparations for the coming 
season. A tabernacle to seat 3,000 persons is 
building. ITiere will be a meeting and dedicatory 
services of both grounds and tabernacle, opening 
nn the afternoon of July 23rd, and closing on the 
afternoon of August 1st.

Rev. J. C. Hunt, M.D., formerly of Brantford 
and St. Thom.'.s, Ont., is fully installed in his 
new church a*. Burlington, Iowa, as successor to 
Rev. I. E Hooper, M. A., who has recently re­
turned to St. John, N. B., to take the editorial 
management of the Christian Visitor.

The seventh annual meeting of the Woman's 
Baptist Missionary Society was neld in New York

recently. The Society extends throughout the 
New England and Middle States, and embraces 
nea ly 800 circles. Over 600 delegates were in 
attendance. The treasurer reported that during 
the past year $39,260.43 had been received, and 
$38,831.09 bad been paid out for missionary pur- 
|K>ses. A review of the home department work 
vf the society shewed that the condition of the 
society was prosperous, its membership being 
about 13,000 and steadily increasing. The society 
sustains in India, Japan, and China, thirty-seven 
missi a schools, which give instruction to 1,832

GENERAL.

Bible distributors in Russia report a wide-spread 
and growing demand for the Word of God, in 
whole or in part.

There is a Chinese Young Men's Christian 
Association in Oakland, California.

The International Sunday School Lessons are 
printed with notes and explanations, every week, 
in the Hawaiian language.

The leavening power of the Gospel is being 
finely illustrated in the case of Mexico. It is but 
a few years since the first Protestant missionary 
went there, and now nine Protestant denomina­
tions have missions in Mexico, employing in the 
aggregate 98 missionaries. There arc 137 con­
grégations, 12,000 members, and 45 Sunday and 
and 36 day schools, with 1,137 scholars.

The Young Women’s Christian Association 
held a large meeting in London, at St. James’s 
Hall, in April. Lord Shaftesbury, who presided, 
said •* that he could not, like the former speakers, 
address tbe audience as • dear sisters it should 
rather be, <My dear daughters or grand-daughters. ’ 
He felt leep sympathy with them; and while 
lad to come was glad to see so large a gathering, 
"he fact showed how they appreciated the In­

stitution, and were interested in it. lie was 
moved to thankfulness when he saw how far the 
endeavours of lady Kinnaird had been blessed, 
especially when he contrasted the present with the 
London of the past, when young girls came from 
the country alone, without experience and without 
any one to give them advice. A isolated slate 
was one of danger, and thus the founders of the 
Institution almost supplicated young women to 
receive the blessings of Christian association they 
offered them. He himself implored his young 
friends to accept what was offered with thankful 
hearts, and prayed that the blessing of God might 
rest upon them.

The Ningpo (China) Preysbytery has twelve 
clerical members, of whom only three are for­
eigners. The foreign decreases every year. There 
are 537 communicants, of whom 31 were received 
last year. Six of the eleven churches have per­
manent buildings, and three congregations are 
wholly self-supjiorting. Some Christian States 
do little better.

The Baptist Church stands first among denomi- 
nefiors in the South, the Methodist Episcopal 
Church (South), second, and the Methodist Epis­
copal Church, third. The tabulated results are 
as follows :

Baptists (about)...................................... 1,250,000
M. E. Church, South...........................  715,000
M. E. Church........................................ 396,000
Southern Presbyterian Church.............  112,000
Lutherans............................................... 100,000
Protestant Episcopal Church................ 69,000
Methodist Protestant Church................ 50 000

It is a favorite assertion of the enemies of 
Christianity that, after sufficient trial, it has failed 
to leave a marked impression upon the world, and 
superficial statistics are given to sustain the notion. 
A lietter knowledge of facts leads to a different 
conclusion. The following statistics are presented 
by Prof. A. J. tichem, in a discussion on the 
diffusing of Christianity ;
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Total population or the earth........... 1,396,752,000
Under Christian governments........ 685,459,411 j
Under non-Christian governments.. 711,383,589 ! 
Total area of the earth, square miles 52,062,470 : 
Area of Christian governments.. . 32,419,915
Area of non-Christian lands...........  19,642,555

Here we have two results : First, nearly half 
the population of the world is under Christian 
governments ; second, nearly two-thirds of the 
earth is under the domination of Christian govern

The Rev. Mr. Jasper and his colored colleagues 
of Richmond, Va., are superintending a remar­
kable religious revival. At Ebenezer church, 
recently, a little colored girl, eight years old, rose 
in front of the congregation and described a won­
derful vision which she had had, wherein the 
moon was bathed in blood, and the angel Gabriel 
appeared in the clouds to tell her that the world 
was coming to an end. A waiter in one of the 
hotels, while entering die uining-rooin with a plate 
of stewed oysters, suddenly flung it on the floor, 
and raising his hands proclaimed that he had been 
converted the:, and there. A bevy of colored 
girls on Franklin street surrounded every passer­
by, whether black 01 white, and urged him to re­
peal. The factory hands in several establishments 
abandoned their work and shouted in the street. 
While members of his flock were dancing and 
tumbling on the floor in a frenzy of excitement, 
the Brother thundered in their ears that ‘‘de 
sinner will be the same ns a head of cabage in a bilin’ 
pot. The pot will keep on bilin’ and the cabbage 
will bum, but never bum up. And you will 
burn, but never burr, up.” The excitement con­
tinued at last accounts.

&niibt'y School £1 rtment.
International Bible j m 1878.

May 19.—Nebuch ..ir'B Dream.—
Dan. ii. 36-45.—b.c. 603.

GOLDEN TEXT :
“ But there is a tiod in heaven that reveateth sestets. 

and nwketh known to tie* king Nebuchadnezzar what shall 
be in the Utter day»* Dan. ii. 28.

INTRODUCTORY.

God continued to ‘ sanctify to the nourishment of 
their bodies,’the simple diet that Daniel and his 
companions had chosen, as recorded in our last 
lesson ; so that at the end of three years (Dan. i. 
5,18-19) “ was found none like Daniel, Hananiah, 
Mishael, and Azariah ; therefore stood they before 
the king’’ In addition to their physical appear­
ance they were favoured by God with superior 
mental qualifications for the honoured position they 
were to occupy at the court. “God gave them 
knowledge and skill in all learning and wisdom ; 
and Daniel had understanding in visions and I 
i.-eams." In the lesson of to-day. this “ under­

standing in dreams,” is put to its first great proof. | 
Id introducing the class to its study, the teacher ' 
will, of course, sketch briefly the narrative of I 
Nebuchadnezzar’s dream, his trouble about it, the 
failure of the astrologers, their imminent peril, I 
Daniel’s appearance upon the scene, the little 
prayer meeting with his companions, the recalling 
of the (ream, and all the thrilling narrative lead­
ing up to the interpretation of it, as recorded in 
the first part of the chapter.

In the lesson we have : (}) Four Kingiloms 
that Perish; and (2) One that shall Stand Forever.

FOUR KINGDOMS TUAT VKR1SH. V. 36 43.

I. The Kingdom of Gold—v. 36-38. (Chaldcean 
Empire).

v. j6. The dream.—“ Dreams are usually j

the mere fancies of the mind during sleep, and 
>( no account as indicating future events. But 
the God who made us is able to reach our minds 
no less while we sleep than while we are awake ; 
and hence can determine our dreams as truly ami 
perfectly as the succesion and character of our 
waking thoughts, lienee lie was wont in ancient 
times to manifest Himseli to men in their dreams.” 
— Cowles. The interpretation. The dream 
being symbolic or representative, needed cx-

K"anation, which Daniel now proceeds to give.
olice how in this verse he connects his com­

panions with himseli. “ IVe will tell"—because it 
was in answer to their united prayer that the 
dream and its import were revealed to him. 
See al- rse 30.

V. _ Thou . . a king of kings. 
This term in scripture is usually applied to God 
alone, (See l Tim. vi. 15) but it was a title by 
which the ancient oriental kings often called 
themselves, and which was literally true of 
Nebuchadnezzar, to whom even the king of 
Egypt as well as many other lesser monarchs was 
then tributary. The God of heaven hath 
given, Ac. ‘‘At the same time that Daniel 
gave him a title which might in itself have 
ministered to the pride of the monarch, he is 
careful to remind him that he held this title in 
virtue of no wisdom or power of his own. It wls 
the true God who had conferred on him the 
sovereignty of all these extensive realms, and it 
was one of the designs of this vision to show him 
that he held this power at His will, and that at 
His pleasure He should cause it to pass away."— 
Pâmes. Power, and strength and glory. 
“Modern research has shown that Nebuchad­
nezzar was the greate-t monarch that Babylon, or 
perhaps the East generally, ever produced. 
Nine-tenths of Babylon, and nineteen-twentieths 
of all the other ruins that in almost countless 
profusion cover the land, . e composed of brick 
stamped with his name.”—A'atolinson.

V. j8. Made thee ruler over them all. 
But his empire, though of great extent, was nut 
of long duration ; for it ended with his grand­
son, Belshazzar, not more that twenty-three years 
after his death. Thou art this head of

?old. As before shown, the greatness of the 
hsldasn Empire was associated, almost entirely 

with the name of Nebuchadnezzar ; hence the 
expression “ thou art.” Then, the Chaldæan or 
Babylonian empire was proverbial for its riches. 
Babylon was called “the golden city,” (Isaiah 
xiv. 4) ; "a golden cup,” (Jer. xi. 7) ; “abundant 
in trexsures,'"(Jer. Ii. 13), &c., &c.,
2. The Kingdom of Silver—v. 39. (Medo-Persian 
Empire).

K. j9_ Another kingdom inferior Vj 1 
thee. This was represented by the “ breast and 
arms of silver," in tne image, (verse 32). “That 
Medo-Persia is the second kingdom appears from 
chapters v. 28 ; viii. 20. Compare 2 Chron. 
xxxvi. 20 ; Isaiah xxi. 2.”—Fausset.

3. The Kingdom of Brass.—v. 39. (Macedo- 
Grecian Empire. )

V. jç (continued.) Of brass. See verse 32 
‘ again. “The Greeks were celebrated for the 
brazen armour of their warriors. Jerome fanci- 

| fully thinks that the brass, as being a clear-sound- 
! ing metal refers to the eloquence for which Greece 
j was famed.” -Fausset, Over all the earth.
1 Every school boy knows about Alexander the 
Great who conquered the world and then wept 
because he could accomplish no more. He is 
said to have commanded, too, that he should be 
called “ king of all the world.”

4. The Kingdom of Iron. —v. 40-43. (Roman 
Empire )

V. 40. Strong as iron, etc. Compare this 
and the following verses with rente 33. It is the 

j generally received opinion among English com­
mentators that the Roman Empire is meant here; 
and it would certaiply answer the description in 
verses 40-43: in its earlier history representing the 

] strong legs of iron and in its later period of

crumbling and deca- : whe>* the barbarous nations 
became mixed up by intermarriages and alliances, 
reremhling »hc iron mixed with miry day. The 
whole subject of this fourth kingdom is one of in­
tense interest and considerable speculation among 
those who make a study of the prophetic Scrip­
tures ; but it would be impossible to enter upon it 
in these brief notes. It would be necessary to 
trace the whole history of the Roman Empire and 
its divisions and sub-divisions down to the present 
day.

F. 42. The toes of the feet. These are thus 
named by’some commentators : 1 Spain ; 2 Eng­
land ; 3 France ; 4 Portugal ; 5 Austria and 
Bavaria ; 6 Turkey in Europe 5 7 Naples ; 8 
Sardinia ; 9 Greece ; 10 Belgium.

ONE KINGDOM THAT SHALL STAND FOREVER, 
v. 44, 45.

V. 44. In the days of these kings. 
When Rome was at her prime, before the iron 
began to be mixed with the clay—“ In those days 
came John the Baptist, preaching in the wilderness 
of Judea, and saying Repent ye: for the KINGDOM 
ok heaven is at hi. nd." A Kingpom which 
shall never be destroyed . . . shall not 
be left to other people. “ The dominion 
shall never pass away from its rightful possessor. 
The government shall never change hands.” 
Barnes. Shall break in pieces. Shall sub­
due, and bring under its influence other nations. 
See Rev. xi, 15. Shall stand forever. See 
Dan. iv. 34 ; Psalm cxlv, 13, etc.

V. 45. The Stone . . cut out . . with­
out hands. “ A power not of human fashion­
ing ; a Kingdom founded by no human con­
queror. The power of Christianity to destroy 
the idol systems of these nations was moral, not 
physical ; but the power to evangelize the king­
doms of the earth by the preaching of Christ's 
gospel is vividly portrayed by this figure.”—& S. 
Union /Votes.

Thy Kingdom come.

May 2'.—Ths Fiery Furnace.—Dan. iii. 
21-27.—B. C. (about) 587.

GOl.DEN TEXT.
“ If il oe our God, whom me serve is able to deliver us 

from the burning fiery furnace ; and He will deliver us 
out of ihine hand, O king." Dan. iii, ij.

INTRODUCTORY.

There was probably an interval of about 16 
years between the events of last lesson and this. 
The good impressions then made upon tb- mind 
of Nebuchadnezzar (chap, ii, 46, 47,) had faded 
away to a great extent : for he who on the former 
occasion had been ready to worship Daniel, and 
had acknowledged that “ of a truth your God is a 
God of gods, and a Lord of kings, and a revealer 
of secrets,” now in contemptuous words demands 
of the companions of Daniel “ Who is that God 
who is able to deliver you out of my hands ? ”

Having conquered many nations worshipping 
different gods, in the work of consolidating his 
empire Nebuchadnezzar seems to have “ conceived 
the idea of forcing uniformity of religious worship, 
by compelling them all to acknowledge Bel-mcro- 
dach, his chief deity. Many kings and rulers 
have found, since his day, that uniformity in 
religion cannot be forced.’1—& S. Union Notes.

For the purpose of enforcing this uniformity an 
image, magnificent in proportions and costliness, 
was erected, and placed in a suitable position in 
the plain of Dura, near Babylon, where immense 
throngs might congregate to worship it.

The Image was 90 feet high, 9 feet broad, 
and in form like a man. It was most probably in­
tended to represent the god Bel or Belus, though 
some think that Nebuchadnezzar himself was
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intended. The account of the dedication of 
this image, the command to all subjects to bow 
down and worship at a given signal, the punish­
ment threatened to those who should refuse to 
obey, and the firm stand taken by the three 
Hebrew youths, as contained in the («receding 
verses of this chapter will be sketched by the 
teacher before entering upon the lesson proper, 
in which we have the companions :—(l) Last 
into the fire ; (2) Unharmed in the fit e ; and (3) 
Calleii forth from the fire,

CAST INTO TUB KIKE. V. 2I-2J.

V. at. These men,—/./. Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abcdnego (v. 20). The question will natur­
ally arise, ‘ Where was Daniel at this time ?' 
Having been promoted to very high rank and 
authority (chap. ii. 48) he was probably away 
on a mission to some distant part of the empire. 
We may be sure that if he had been then in 
Babylon he would have been equally true to his 
God with the others. The fact that Daniel, who 
wrote the account himself, says nothing in expla­
nation of his absence is strong evidence of its 
genuineness. As the Speaker's Commentary says : 
•« Certainly had this chapter been the composition 
of a pseudo-Daniel or the record of a fictitious 
event, Daniel would have lieen introduced and 
his immunity explained."

Coats . . hosen . . hats. It is not known 
exactly what particular articles are meant by the 
words thus translated. It is enough that “ the 
writer states that the men were bound with all 
their usual clothing on. The special reason for 
noting this with care was to show that the fire 
was restrained from harming not their persons 
only, but theirclothes also.”—Cmules. Burning 
fiery furnace—probably a large oven or smelt­
ing furnace. From Assyrian monuments we learn 
that this method of capital punishment was in 
vogue long before the days of Nebuchadnezzar.

V. 22. Commandment was urgent, 
&c., See verse 19. The flame of the fire 
slew Ac. The king in his mad fury had been 
too bent on the one object of destroying the 
Hebrew comrades to think of any arrangements 
about the approach to the mouth of the furnace ; 
and the death of his own picked men (v. 20), 
under the circumstances, shows the greatness of 
the miracle that followed.

K 23. Fell down bound. “ Not east 
down : for those who brought the three youths to 
the furnace mouth perished by the flames them, 
selves and so could not cast them in." Faussett

UNHARMED IN THE KIRK. V. 24,35 

V. 24. Nebuchadnezzar was astonled. 
Was astonished. He evidently occupied a position 
where he could watch what occurred. Rose up 
in haste Ac. What a contrast to his state of 
mind a few minutes before ! (verse 19)

V. 25. I see four men Only three had 
been cast in. Loose. ree fell down
bound. " The metal chain veil, though
they would naturally l > dissolve.
Everything that was again - brought to
nought."—Baptist Teaches. ving in the
midst of the fire. See Isaiah xliii, 3-4 for a 
beautiful commentary on this. Like the Son 
of God Literally like a son of God. " Uncon­
sciously, like Saul, Caiaphas (John xi, 49~S2) and 
Pilate he is made to utter divine truths. ' Son of 
God,’ in his mouth means only an * angel ’ from 
heaven, as verse 28 proves. Compare Job i, 6 ; 
xxxviii, 7 ; Psalm xxxiv, 7-8 ; and the probably 
heathen centurian’s exclamation in Matt, xxvii, <4. 
The Chaldicans believed in families of the gods : 
Bel, the supreme God, accompanied by the god­
dess Mylitta, being the father of the gods ; thus, 
by the expression he meant one sprung from and 
sent by the gods. Really it was the ' Messenger of 
the Covenant ’ who here gave a prelude to His in­
carnation."—Fausset.

CALLED OUT OK THE KIRK. V. 2Ô, 27

V. 26. Ye servants of the most high 
God. “Sooner or later, God will convince the 
proudest of men that He is * the most high God,' 
and above them, and too hard for them even in 
those things wherein they deal proudly and pre­
sumptuously (Exod. xviii. II.”) Matthew Henry. 
Come forth and come hither. Nebuchad­
nezzar no longer questions their power to come 
forth at their option. Came forth. They had 
been ' cast into ’ and * fell down bound ' into the 
midst of the furnace, but now they quietly walk 
out themselves, passing, no doubt, the dead bodies 
of those whom the flames slew (v. 22.)

V. ay. And the princes . . saw those 
men, etc. The miracle was wrought in the 
most public manner. The king’s high officers 
were called together. They could see the seven­
fold heated furnace. They knew those three men 
were cast in there, hound ; they saw them come 
out unharmed—not a hair of their head singed, 
not even the smell of fire on their clothing. Ver­
ily, this was the finger of God, and they were all 
w it nesses. *1— Cowles.

PRACTICAL LESSONS.

What this persecution did for the Hebrew 
youths was (1) it loosed the fetters that I round 
them ; and (2) brought them into close com­
munion with the Son of God. What this perse­
cution did for the people was to free them from 
the obligation of worshipping an image, and 
to point out to them who the most high God was.

June 2.- The Handwriting on the Wall-
—Dan. v. 22-31.—B,C. 538.

GULDEN TEXT.
“ Taxas: thou art weighed in the balances and art 

found wanting," Dau. v. 27.

INTRODUCTORY.

The events of this lesson, it will be seen from 
the date above, occurred about 50 years after 
those of the last. Nebuchadnezzar had been dead 
23 years ; but Daniel was still alive and faithful 
to his God. Some allusion should l>e made to 
Nebuchadnezzar’s second dream, humiliation and 
madness, as recorded in the 4th chapter.

Nebuchadnezzar was succeeded by his son, Evil- 
merodach, who reigned only two years. Ilia 
chief act of interest to us was the release of poor 
Jehoiachin from prison, and his kindly treatment 
of him ( 1er. lii, 31-34)- Through a conspiracy 
led by Nergal-sharezer, his brother-in-law, Evil- 
merodach lost his life and the conspirator assumed 
the throne. In three years he also died, and was 
succeeded by his son I.aborosoarchod, a mere 
child. He, again, was soon beaten to death by 
conspirators, the chief of whom Nabonadius, or 
Labynetus, was selected as king. Soon after his 
ascension, his attention was called to the rapidly 
growing and aggressive power of Persia, and he 
was asked to form an alliance with Egypt and 
l.ydia (which was then governed by the proverb­
ially rich Crucsus) against it. Persia had been 
previously tributary to the Mettes, but Cyrus the 
Persian threw off the yoke and brought the Median 
kingdom in turn under his own sway. This is the

5real Medo-Persian Empire, the second in the 
ream of Nebuchadnezzar, which we studied two 

weeks ago.
The power of Cyrus became more and more 

formidable, though it was about 14 years after the 
accession of Nabonadius before he attacked Baby­
lon itself. In the meantime the city was strength­
ened and fortified in every way. “All along the 
course er the river within the city an embankment 
of brick was constructed on lioth sides, with gate­
ways at intervals, in which Were set gates of 
bronze opening by long streets or avenues into 
the city. From the river therefore Babylon

seemed impregnable, while its mighty walls con­
structed before by Nebuchadnezzar, seemed ns if 
they could defy tne assault of any foe.

At length war was declared between Persia ami 
Babylon. Cyrus, after a singular delay, crossed 
the Tigris, and not far from Babylon, met Nabo­
nadius at the head of his army. The Babylonian 
king was completely defeated, and withdrew to 
Borsippn, a fortified city not far to the south-west 
of Babylon. A large part of his beaten army 
found refuge in the metropolis, where, in his 
father’s absence, the young Belshazzar, now in 
his 15th year, aided by the advice of his mother 
Nicrotis, held the reins of government. Cyrus, 
instead of attacking Borsippa or Babylon, directed 
his march up the course of the Euphrates, (accord­
ing to Herodotus) to a vast empty reservoir, or 
else (according to Xenophon) to another part of 
the river below the city. Preparation having thus 
been made for diverting the stream, Cyrus awaited 
the evening of the great Babylonian festival, 
which on this occasion was celebrated by the 
young prince with more than ordinary splendour, 
as if to mark his contempt of the besieging army. 
He feasted * a thousand of his lords.’ According 
to the Babylonian custom, ‘ his wives and his 
concubines joined in the revelry. Libations were 
poured out to the gods of wood and stone ; anti 
as a crowning act of impiety the sacrer! vessels 
from the temple of Jerusalem were brought in to 
adorn the festival. At this crisis it was the por­
tent occurred which has liecome familiar to all 
generations as the most expressive symbol of sud­
den doom overtaking the guilty. The 'hand­
writing on the wall’ was at first a mystery which 
only conscience could interpret, and could inter­
pret only in one way. Then came the queen 
mother, who as yet had taken no part in the ban­
quet, and at her counsel the now venerable 
Daniel was summoned. He read the mystic 
words.”—Dr. S. G. Green,

In our lesson we have Belshazzar (1) sin­
ning ; (2) sentenced ; (3) slain.

BELSHAZZAR SINNING.—V. 33, 23.

V. aa. His son. Belshazzar was really the 
grandson of Nebuchadnezzar, his mother Nicrotis 
being the daughter of the great king. Belshaz­
zar was not king, but acting for his father Nabo­
nadius ns above stated in the Introdiation. 
Thou knewest all this. His was not a sin 
of ignorance, but was committed deliberately and 
defiantly ; he sinned against light and knowledge.

V. aj. Hast lifted up thyself—as Nebu­
chadnezzar had done (verses 20, 21) to his cost. 
Brought the vessels . . drunk wine in 
them. This was intended as an insult to Jeho­
vah. “ In the current notions of the age, each 
nation’s gods were its patrons and defenders, so 
that victory over a nation was a triumph over its 
gods. Chaldæa, in the person of Belshazzar and 
his lords, is now exulting over Jehovah, as unable 
to protect His people against the superior power 
of their idols."—Cowles. And tne God In 
whose hand their breath Is etc, see Acts 
xvii, 28, 29; Jer. x, 23 ; Rum. i, 21.

V. 34. Then, etc. This verse is thus ex- . 
plained by Cowles : " Then, is not here a particle 
of time, but of consequence. Consequently, be­
cause of this insult offered by the king to the great 
God, was that part of a hand sent forth from Him 
(1. e. from God) which wrote upon the wall (v. 5). 
The writing was done some considerable time 
before Daniel uttered these words.”

BELSHAZZAR SENTENCED.—V. 25-29.

V. aj. Mene, mens, tekel, upharsin. 
Translated literally into English these words arc 
numbered, numberetl, weighed, and divided. The 
last word is pharsiu, the u prefixed to it meaning 
“ and " 5 it is the plural form of the word peres in 
verse 28. Mene is repeated for the sake of inten­
sity. The end had even then come (verse 30). 
Tekel, ‘ weighed,’ in the moral sense means 'put to
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y aç. Clothed Daniel . . . the third 
ruler In the kingdom. Why not second? 
Because Belshazzar himself was second, his father 
being yet king.

BKI.SHA7.ZAK SLAIN.
y. jo. In that night. “Even while the 

assembly in the banquet hall was absorl>ed in the 
dread excitement, the Persian army had marched 
beneath the walls along the dried-up bed of the 
Euphrates, ascended the embankments, found the 
bronze gates carelessly or treacherously left open, 
surprised the city, ami in the turmoil that ensued 
Belshazzar was stain. Thus, at a stroke, the 
Babylonian empire passed away."—Dr. Green

June 9—Darnel in the Lions’ Den.—Dan.
vi, 14-sj.—B.C. 537.

OOLDKK TEXT.
“ Jf// Q"d hath lent Ilit angel, amt hath that the lion*' 

month*. that they hare not hurl me : forasmuch as be­
fore Him Innoceney was found In me ; and also before 
thee, O king, have I done no hurt." Dan. vi, 22.

INTRODUCTORY.
“ It was the policy of Cyrus to propitiate those 

whom he had overcome in war. The Mettes, for 
example, were now united with him in firm friend­
ship ; an illustration of which is the appointment 
of ‘ Darius the Median ’ to the province of 
Babylon. Who this Darius was, or whether his 
name appears at all in the secular history, is still 
an unsol red question. All that we are told re­
secting him is that ‘ lie was the son of Ahasuc- 
rus, of the seed of the Med es,' and sixty-two 
years old at the time of his accession to the Baby­
lonian throne. The probability is that he was no 
other than Aslyagcs, the last king of the Medes, 
son of Cyaxares and grandfather to Cyrus. Dar­
ius (the Restrainer) was a common title of the 
Medo-Persian kings, and the name Ahasuerus 
represents the Hebrew form of the Urtecised 
Persian word Cyaxares. Having lost the throne 
of Media, Darius accepted from his grandson the 
vice-royaltyof Babylon, which he administered for 
a little more than one year, Cyrus himself assum- 
the government on his retirement or death. The 
first measure of the newly appointed governor for 
the consolidation of the kingdom was the appoint­
ment of lieutenants for its several provinces, pre­
sided over by three rulers subject only to the 
king, of whom Daniel was ‘one,’ becoming thus, 
though in a very different way from that indicated 
by Belshazzar the ‘ third ruler in the kingdom, ’ 
Cyrus himself and Darius being the first and 
scconj.—Dr. S. G. Green.

The preference shown to Daniel by Darius ; 
the jealousy and plotting of his associates ; the 
signing of the decree ; Daniel’s disregard of it, 
and detection all these, ns contained in the pre­
vious verses should be sketched by the teacher be­
fore entering on the exposition of the lesson itself, 
which may be divided as follows: (l) Da niers 
doom; (2) the king's distress ; and (3) Daniel's 
deliver mue.

danibl’b doom. v. 14-17.
V. 14. Sore displeased with himself. 

“ The king is chagrined and ashamed of him­
self that he allowed himself to be caught in this 
snare. Now for the first time he sees the envious 
and mean spirit of his officers in obtaining from 
him that decree, and bites his lips in shame that 
he could have been so beguiled and entrapped.”— 
Cmoles. Notre the fact that his very displeasure 
was with himself for I icing thus entrapped into 
signing a foolish decree with such haste and in- 
consideration ; for, ns Adam Clark remarks, it 
was a law the object of which “ would have been 
a disgrace almost to an idiot.” Set his heart 
on Daniel. See verse 3. Laboured * * 
to deliver him. In what way we are not 
told ; perhaps in endeavouring to find a precedent 
for sitting the decree aside, or to influence those 
who had forced the statute upon him to agree to

making a precedent ; or perhaps to discover some 
flaw or loop-hole in the evidence convicting 
Daniel that might favour his escape.

y rj. Assembled -literally, came tumultu­
ously No decree. * * may be changed. 
The Chaldæans magnified the will of their king by 
iving him a power to make or unmake laws at 
is pleasure, to slay and keep alive whom he 

would. The Persians magnified the wisdom of 
their king by supposing that whatever law he 
solemnly ratified was so well made that there 
could be no occasion to alter or dispense with it.

y. /6. Then the king commanded. 
The slavery of this monarch to the dictation of 
his inferiors—so different from Nebuchadnezzar 
and the Chaldæan kings- can be to some extent 
accounted for in the fact that Darius was, as be- 
fore stated, the viceroy of Cyrus, artd it was in 
the power of those nobles to compromise his 
standing with that great monarch. Compare the 
case of Pilate (John xix, 12 ; &c.) and also that of 
llcrod (Matt, xiv, 9 Ac.) Darius however ap­
pears to have been a much better man than either 
of these. Den of Lions. “This is anew 
kind of punishment not previously mentioned in 
Scripture ; and that it first occurs here at Babylon 
is a remarkable fact, showing the accuracy of the 
Sacred writers in their references to the manners 
and usages of different nations. We have the 
conclusive evidence of monuments brought to 
light by modern travellers on the sites not only 
of Babylon but of Susa also, representing lions 
destroying and preying upon human beings."— 
Kith. Thy God * * will deliver thee. 
No doubt Darius had heard of the deliverance of 
Shadrach, Meschach and Abedncgo from the 
burning fiery furnace.

V. /7. A stone. A large flat stone which 
would be placed over the opening in the flat roof 
of the den or pit through which the condemned 
were thrown to the lions. Compare Lam. iii, 53 
Sealed it. Compare Matt, xxvii, 66. With 
his own signet and * * * of his lords. 
All this went to mark the deliverance which fol­
lowed as most surely the work of God.

THE king’s DISTRESS. V. 18-20.

V tS. Passed the night in fasting. So 
great was his anxiety that he had no desire or 
thought about food. Instruments of music. 
The usual evening’s entertainment was post­
poned ; he had no heart for it. And his 
sleep went from him. This whole verse 
with the two following ones shows the intense 
wretchedness ot Darius. In an age when human 
life was sacrificed with so little thought on the 
part of Eastern mouarchs, this tenderness and 
sensitiveness on his part is both remarkable 
and commendable.

y. ao. IstlvyGod * * able to deliver 7 
“ Though he had expressed to Daniel his confi­
dence that God would deliver him, yet he still 
asks the question as one who would feel better as­
sured by the evidence of his senses.”— Cowles.

DANIEL’S DELIVERANCE. V. 2I-23.

1'. as. Then said Daniel. Imagine the 
effect upon the king ! Daniel’s first word v.as in 
itself an answer to his trembling question. Ü 
king, live forever. The ordinary formal 
salutation to a king may have had a deeper sig­
nification in this carc, expressing a heart wish 
that Darius might have that faith that Jesus after­
wards spoke of in John xi, 25, 26.

y. a2. Hath sent His angel. Compare 
chap, iii, 28 ; Acts xii, 11, &c. We may suppose 
Daniel to have had a sweet sense of the presence 
of God by His angel while spending the night 
in the den with those hungry lions. There they 
were, their savage-nature and clamouring a petites 
held in firm subjection, and God's own hand in it 
visibly present to his eye and consciously to his 
innermost soul. That was a night of mingled 
prayer and praise.”— Cowles.

V. aj. Because he Relieved in his 
God. See Hebrews xi. 33 ; 1 Peter iv. 19 ; &c.

June 16—Messiah's Kingdom—Dan. vii
9-14.—B.C. 539.

GOLDEN TEXT.

f Thy throne, OOimI it for ever and ever: the iceptre 
<•/ Thy kingdom it a right sceptre."- I>ulm xlv, 0.

INTRODUCTORY.

“ After completing the personal history of 
Daniel, the Book turns back a year or two from 
our last lesson, and records another vision of 
Daniel. This vision covers the same ground as 
the one given in chap. ii. The salient points of 
the world’s history arc symbolized not as a great 
statue with its head of gold, but as a succession 
of beasts. The Babylonian empire is a lion, 
noble, and bold, and kingly, with eagle’s wings 
to mark its swiftness and the height to which its 
ambitions soared. Then followed the Medo-Per­
sian world-empire as a bear, more fierce, warlike 
cruel than the lion, but inferior in strength and 
courage, devouring many nations. Next came a 
leopanl. rapid and impetuous, symbolizing the 
Macedonian empire. It had four fowl’s wings to 
intensify its swiftness to the four quarters of the 
earth ; and four heads, the four kingdoms into 
which it was divided at the death of Alexander, 
and also, perhaps, the intellectual power that 
should then become prominent * the kingdom of 
brains.’ Then arose a fourth beast, so peculiar 
that no name was given to it, more terrible than 
all the others. It had ten horns, explained as 
kings or kingdoms, and a little, but lioasting horn 
sprang up among them, and absorlrcd three of 
the kingdoms ; it had the eyes of a man and 
spoke great things. Some intrepret this of the 
Grcco-Syrian kingdom, which followed Alexan­
der, and make the little horn to be Antioehus 
Epiphanes. But with most English interpreters 
the whole description seems to fit far more per­
fectly the Roman empire, seen by Daniel in the 
far off dim future, with Popery, with its triple 
crown and great boasting, and eyes like a man to 
see and control, for the little horn ; and all to be 
broken and destroyed by the coming Messiah’s 
kingdom. "-—Pelonbet. Then came that part of 
Daniel’s vision which is the subject of our study

Here we have (1) Messiah's Enemies Destroyed; 
and (2) Messiah's Kingdom Established.

Messiah’s enemies destroyed.—v. 9-12.

V. ç. Thrones were cast down. “ Cast 
down here means firmly set, preparatory to 
being used as a royal judgment-seat.”—Cowles. 
The Ancient of Days. This term is peculiar 
to Daniel, and is equivalent to “ Eternal. (Isa. 
ix, 6). God the Father, the Creator and Ruler 
of the Universe is meant, who will give all power 
unto the Son, (see verse 13 ; Matt, xxviii, 18 ; 
etc.) Did Sit—the attitude of a judge about to 
pass judgment. Garment white as snow. 
An emblem of purity and honour, and symbolical 
of the justice of the sentence that would be pro­
nounced. Hair . . like the pure wool— 
that is for whiteness indicating venerable age. 
Compare Rev. i, 14. His throne was like 
the fiery flame—"That is, it was brilliant 
and splendid, as if it were a mass of flame.”— 
Barnes. His wheels—that is the wheels of 
His throne. Oriental thrones usually moved on 
wheels. Wheels are an expressive symbol of 
power and rapid motion. Compare Ezek. i, 16, 
etc., and x. 9, &c., where the visible glory of 
Jehovah also appears upon a throne, which itself 
reposes upon a ‘ firmament ' or elevated platform, 
supported by four living creatures who are singu­
larly connected with living wheels. Here also is 
the aspect of fire, (Ezek. I, 13)."—Cowles.

V to. A fiery stream. “Fire and the
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shining of fire arc the constant phenomena of the 
manifestation of God in the world, as the earthly j 
elements most fitting for the representation of | 
the burning zeal with which the holy God not 
only punishes and destroys sinners, but also puri­
fies and renders glorious His own people. "A#//. 
See Psalm 1, 5 ; xcvii, £ ; Heb. xii, 29 ; Isaiah 
lxvi, 15, 16; Acts ii, 3, etc. Thousand 
thousands ministered. “ An innumerable 
company of angels,” Heb. xii, 22, (see also I'salm 
Ixviii, 17, etc.) “The fact that they ministered 
to Him shows them to be, not culprits at His 
bar, but servants awaiting Hiscommand."-Cowles. 
Judgment was set. hooks were opened.

11 'l he vital question on this passage is, Does it 
refer to the final and general judgment, or to pro­
vidential judgments in time, for the destruction of 
the fourth beast and his horns ? I adopt the 
latter view, and defend it on the following 
grounds : (1) The general final judgment is not >// 
pince here ; would have no connection with the 
subject in hand. On the contrary, an allusion to 
God's providential judgments upon guilty nations 
is in place here, precisely so, being the very thing 
that such blasphemous hostility to His kingdom 
and people calls for and should lead us to ex|>cci. 
(2) In the government of God over men, individ­
uals will be judged at the end of this world, and 
punished or rewarded in the next ; but nations can 
only be punished intime,—only in this world,— 
for the sufficient reason that they exist only as 
nations here. They are not known as nations 
after this life. The awards made at the final 
judgment are upon individuals only. Hence if 
this judgment falls on the fourth beast and his 
horns, it must be in this world ; it cannot be at 
and after the end of it. (3) The declared result 
and outcome of this judgment is that this fourth 
beast '* is destroyed, and his hotly given to the 
burning flame ’’ (verse It). (4) Hut further, the 
distinctive characteristics of the final judgment are 
not here. These are, (a) that it takes place at 
the end of the world ; (à) is preceded by the 
general resurrection ; (c) embraces all the human 
race from the beginning to the end of time, and 
even the fallen angels ;(</) that men are judged 
in it as individuals and not as nations ; (e) in the 
final judgment Jesus Christ is to be the judge. In 
this, the jtidge is "the Ancient of days," the 
Eternal Father (see verse 13) ; (/) its results are 
not transient, as these appear to be, but eternal, 
even the eternal award of destiny to the righteous 
and to the wicked. All these points are charac­
teristic features of the final judgment. They are 
all wanting here."—Cowles.

V. a. The great words which the 
horn spake. Read verses 7, 8, 24 and 25. 
With reference to this little horn (verse 8)—" poli­
tically and physically small, hut from its preten­
sions and assumptions, terrible ami influential ”— 
Dr. Cummings in his Lectures on Daniel, remarks :

11 The Greek word from which is derived the 
English word "episcopacy,” signifies, “one that 
oversees.” The ecclesiastical character of this 
little horn is therefore plainly indicated by the 
peculiar feature that it was to have eyes for see­
ing or superintending those that were lieneath it. 
And not only was it to have eyes, but it was also 
to have a mouth, speaking great things ; a 
preacher of proud pretensions, or a doctor of de­
spotic laws ; an enactor of canons, or rules for 
government and for regulation. Then you will 
notice another feature in it, that it was to uproot 
three out of the ten kingdoms. Now, if I apply 
this little horn where I think it is indisputably 
applicable, to the Papal power that now reigns at 
Rome, 1 think you will find every feature of the 
prophecy met and embodied in the history of that

Kwer. The three kingdoms that were rooted up 
this little horn were the three kingdoms of the 

Vandals, Ostrogoths and Lombards, who were, 
after a succession of troubles, rooted up by the 
Papacy, and constituted into the States of the 
Church ; and the Pope wears upon his head at 
this very moment, the tiara, r r three-crowned cap

to denote the three kingdoms of horns which he 
rooted up and over which he now reigns. The 
Pope claims jurisdiction over all the king-, and 
governments of the earth. liut these “great 
words ” are said to be spoken specially against 
the Most High. What are the assumptions of 
the Popes ? Another feature that identifies this 
little horn with the Papal power is the prediction 
that “ he will make war with the saints.” The 
whole history of Europe is painfully conclusive 
evidence of this feature.”

V. 12. Rest of the beasts. The first 
three great world powers. (See introduction.) 
Dominion taken away. They were super­
seded by others, yet their lives were pro­
longed. “ The meaning is that in these king­
doms there would be energy for a time. They 
had life still ; and the difference between them 
and the kingdom represented by the fourth beast 
was that which would exist between wild animals 
subdued but still living, and a wild animal killed 
and burned."—Barnes.
mkssiaii's kingdom established, v. 13, 14.

V. /j. Like the Son of man. Yes, made 
in the likeness of sinful flesh, taking upon Him 
our nature, but coming with the clouds of 
heaven.. We think of 11 is incarnation here 
and we think of His ascension also (Acts i, 9-10 ; 
Luke xxiv, 51 ; Eph. i, 20-22 ; 1 Peter iii, 22 &c.) 
They brought Him.—the angels (verse 9.)

V. 14. There was given Him &c. Com­
pare Matt, xxviii, 18 ; John iii, 35 ; l Cor. xv. 
27 ; Eph. i, 20-22 ; Psalm ii, 1 12, &c.
An eveilasting dominion. Psalm cxlv, 
II ; Daniel ii, 44 &c.

PRACTICAL LESSONS.

1. As much of what was foretold in this chap­
ter and in Nebuchadnezzar’s dream has already 
been fulfilled, so shall it be with all the other 
events predicted in the liible.

2. God keeps a book containing the record of 
the nations and He keeps a record also of the 
nations and He keeps a record also of the actions 
of each individual. Rev. xx, 12.

3. Messiah’s Kingdom is certain to prevail and 
sulxlue all other kingdoms, and to fill the whole 
earth. What is our position towards that 
kingdom ?

#rtrrtions.
THE SWISS CHAMOIS HUNTER.

A chamois hunter of Chamouni, crossing the 
Mer de Glace, endeavoured to leap across one of 
the enormous crevasses or fissures by which the 
ice-ocean is in many places rent. Ue missed his 
footing and fell in, but was able, by extending his 
arms, to moderate the speed of his descent, and 
thus reach the bottom, a hundred yards below, 
without fracture of limb. But his situation seemed 
hopeless. He could not scale the slippery walls 
of his crystal prison, and in a few hours at most 
he must be frozen to death. A stream of water 
was rushing lielow the ict, downward toward the 
valley. He followed this, the only possible path. 
Sometimes he had to bend low in the narrow tun­
nel ; sometimes he waded, sometimes he floated 
down. At length he reached a vaulted chamber, 
from which was no visible outlet. The water 
which filled it darkly heaved. Retreat was im­
possible ; delay was death. So, commending him­
self to the help of God, he plunged down into the 
centre ot the gurgling pool. Then followed a 
moment or two of darkness, tumult, and terror ; 
then he was thrown up amidst the flowers and 
the hay-fields and the merry songs of the vale of 
Chamouni.

Whether fact or fable, this narrative will illus­
trate our theme. Our path may be dark and 
dangerous ; escape may seem impossible ; death

may put on its most appaling form ; but uttering 
our watchward, “Jehovah Jireh,” let us still ad­
vance. Even if we see no light beyond, let us 
plunge into the darkness. It will be darkness for 
a moment only. Then we shall be ushered into 
that world of light and bliss, and shall prove in the 
fullest sense that “eye hath not seen, nor ear 
heard, nor have entered into the heart of man, the 
things which God hath provided for those who 
love Him.”

“ When life sinks apace, and death ia in view,
The word of His grace shall coinfoit us through ;
No fearing or doubling, with Christ by our side,
We hope to die shouting, ‘ The Lord will provide.' "

THE TARTAR CHIEFS AND THE 
GOSPEL.

Two Tartar chiefs, from the borders of China, 
some years ago came to St. Petersburg to acquaint 
themselves with the learning and arts of the Euro­
peans, bringing this recommendation, that they 
were the best and most sensible men belonging to 
their tribe. Among other occultations, they were 
engaged to assist a Gernan clergyman in that city, 
in a translation of the Gospel by Matthew into 
their native tongue. This work was carried on 
for many months, and day by day they were ac­
customed to collate, with the minister, such por­
tions of the common task as one, the other, or all 
three had completed ; in the course of which they 
would often ask explanations of passages.

On the last day, when the version was presumed 
to be as perfect as the parties could render it, the 
two chiefs sat silent but thoughtful, when the man­
uscript lay closed upon the table. Observing 
something unusual in their manner, their friend 
inquired whether they had any questions to ask. 
They answered, “ None,” and then, to the de­
light and amazement of the good man, they both 
declared lliemselves converts to the religion of that 
Book. So they proved in the sequel.

One remark which the elder made, and the 
younger confirmed, was, “ We have been zealous 
followers of the doctrines of the Chinese Ko, and 
have studied the books containing them atten­
tively, but the more we studied, the more obscure 
they appeared to us, and our hearts remained 
empty. But, in perusing Ihe doctrines of Jesus 
Christ, it is just tne contrary—the more we med­
itate upon His words, the more intelligible they 
become ; and at length it seems as if Jesus were 
talking with us.”

“ The entrance of Thy word giveth light, it 
giveth understanding to the simple.

BUSINESS MORALITY.

Religion bids men be honest, not liecause hon­
esty is th; best policy merely ; be truthful not be­
cause lying is unmanly only ; lie temperate, not 
liecause intemperate habits weaken the intellect 
and impair the vital energy, and in short, put you 
outside the pale of society ; but be all these from 
one supreme, absorbing motive, the fear you have 
of offending a loving God. It will be the thought 
of God and of Christ which alone will make us 
true to man. Our religion will not be of that kind 
which displays deep emotion in the words of our 
lips, and then goes out to drive very hard bar­
gains, if not to steal. And what do some men 
mean by this business morality ? Surely not that 
God allows and winks at some recognized code of 
signals by which, if one man can overreach 
another, it is all fair play. Are the strict com­
mandments of God to be admitted in the church, 
and an expurgated and revised edition hung up in 
the counting-house t Of many business trans­
action! it may be said, “Everybody does it;’’ 
but the Christian man will say, “So do not I,
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liecause of the fear of God.” And so, too, will 
this powerful motive, the fear of God, purify into 
a bright, honest, cheerful single-mindedness and 
considerate kindness, the reciprocal duties of em­
ployer and employed. The servant will not 
reason, " My Lord delayeth His coming : I may 
do this trifling piece of commission, and no human 
eye will detect me.” The landlord will not 
hardly press his tenant, though long accepted 
precedents still flourishing around him may invite 
his imitation. The workman will not ••scamp” 
his work, or waste the time of his employer. 
Why ? “ Because of the fear of God."—Sittuiay

POLISHED CORNER STONES.
A WORD TO LADY WORKERS.

Now, calling to remembrance, as I am sure we 
do, dear friends, more than one such “comer 
stone,” let us search what Christian graces and 
mental qualities make up and establish such a one. 
1 believe reasonableness lor one, continual exer­
cise of Christian courtesy for another, and refrain­
ing from a “ drive " and hurry of work—even of 
direct spiritual work—for a third. For the first, 
I am sure that the young girl just emerging from 
childhood, who, when she loses or breaks some 
little treasure, will sit down and quietly consider 
“ when she saw it last," or whether it can be 
mended before she gives it up in despair, makes 
a tiny but certain step towards the “government,” 
which will help her, as a single or married head 
of a household, from bursting in upon her friends 
with angry complaints of some domestic wrong in 
the one case, or of entertaining her husband with 
the same when he comes in tired, in the other. 
And if she can learn early to give a kind, pleasant 
answer to sister or servant, or come forward and 
receive visitors cheerfully who interrupt her search 
or her mending, she is in the way to acquire the 
grand courtesy which made the martyr prophet 
“ mind his manners, even at a time like that of 
delivery from the den of lions, by not forgettinir 
the usual salutation of ‘ O King, live for ever. ’
1 think we may safely infer that this recollected- 
ness was no more lost upon Darius than had been 
the prophet’s fearless meeting of “ the lion's gory

Lastly, I would have my dear readers who 
“ covet earnestly ” this blessed gift, to “ print ve­
hemently on their minds ” that a feverish rush of 
work, either secular or spiritual, and a “ ruled 
spirit ” cannot co-exist. I observe a kind and 
graceful suggestion from one of you that 1 should 
write on the “ coldness and indifference of man­
ner,” which makes many a dear worker repulsive; 
and I venture to assert that, in nine cases out of 
ten, the causejis not pride or “ stand-offshness, ” 
but mere over-doing. How can we practice 
“government” if we are so hurried that we 
grudge a ten minutes’ stroll with a young girl, 
longing for a word ; or if we rush at the last 
minute to our Bible-class or Mothers’ Meeting, 
almost scowling at those who “ salute us by the 
way ? ”— Wouen's Work.

THREE LOST YEARS.

Lieutenant Wood, belonging to a Maine regi­
ment in the army of the Potomac, who was on 
his way to the Grand Review, at the close of the 
American Civil War in 1864, had gone through 
the war without a wound, and even without hos­
pital experience. At the last camp halt that his 
division made before reaching Washington, as he 
stood in his tent-door, he was mortally wounded 
by the accidental discharee of a gun. He was 
brought Into Campbell Hospital, and was appar­
ently peaceful in tne immediate prospect of death.

When he enlisted in the army, three years pre­
viously, he was a Christian ; but while he nad

kept an unsullied reputation for uprightness and 
integrity, he had not lieen distinctly known iu the 
regiment as a Christian, and this was now his 
bitter grief. He wanted to live to see his family 
again, but more, far more, he said, to recover 
lost opportunities. He sent for his fellow-officers, 
told them his mistake, and asked their forgive­
ness, while he trusted in the Saviour for his own 
forgiveness.

“,I die as a Christian,” he said, “and I die 
contented ; but, oh ! if I could have died as a 
Christian worker ! I am peaceful and assured in 
view of death," he said again, “ but I am not joy­
ful and glad,—those three lost years keep coming 
back upon me." Then lying a moment quiet 
with closed eyes, he added, “ Chaplain, do you 
suppose we shall lie able to forget anything in 
heaven? I would like to forget those th.ee years.”

—It is worth while now and then to have what 
is called the truth told you about yourself. There 
are times when such truth-telling is of great and 
immediate service. But I have noticed that per­
sons who plume themselves upon speaking the 
truth to their neighbors are persons who really 
have no especial devotion to truth, but who have, 
on the other hand, a passion for making people 
uncomfortable. They do not love their neigh­
bors ; they hate them, or are indifferent to them. 
With them so-called truth-telling is merely a form 
of self-indulgence. How would it do, the next 
time the village truth-teller comes around, for you 
to tell the trutn to him? “Kind friend, I thank 
thee for telling me that my daughter’s manners 
are rude, and that my uncle, the parson, should be 
spoken to about his method of public prayer, and 
that my Sunday-best-go-to-meeting stove-pipe hat 
is two seasons behind the times ; but let me re­
ciprocate thy kindness by informing thee that 
thou art a selfish old gossip, without enough 
brains to perceive the whole truth about any situ­
ation, but only a silly half-truth, or a miserable 
distorted-truth, which from the best of motives, I 
advise thee to keep to thyself.”—Scribners.

A Timely Suggestion.—Do not keep the 
alabaster boxes of your love and tenderness sealed 
up until your friends are dead. Fill their lives 
with sweetness. Speak approving, cheering words 
while their ears can hear them. The things you 
mean to say when they are gone, say before they 
go. The flowers you mean to send for their 
coffins, send to brighten and sweeten their homes 
before they leave them. If my friends have ala­
baster boxes laid away, full ol perfumes of sym­
pathy and affection, which they intend to break 
over my dead body, I would rather they would 
bring them out in my weary hours, and open them 
that I may be refre.hed and cheered by them 
while I need them. I would rather have a bare 
coffin without a flower, and a funeral without a 
eulogy, than a life without the sweetness of love 
and sympathy. Let us learn to anoint our friends 
beforehand for their burial. Post mortem kind­
nesses do not cheer the burdened spirit. Flowers 
on the coffin cast no fragrance backward over the 
weary days.

A Glasgow worthy .vho had got into a scrape 
was sent for a period to jail, and was asked after 
his release as to how he had “ got on.” “ Weel,” 
quoth he, "ye see a body canna hae everything 
in this life ; and I’m no gaun to misca’ the place 
—no me. For a’ the time I was there—just twa 
months nate by-the-by—I was weel proteetkit free 
the wiles o’ a wicked warl’ outside ; while my 
bread was aye gi’en me, an’ my water sure.”

We arc glad to note that the Rev. I. D. King, 
the talented Baptist pastor of Yorkville, Toronto, 
has become one of the Editors of the Christian 
Helcer, a Baptist Monthly journal published in 
Toronto. He will no doubt, add much to the 
status of that excellent magazine.—Thorold Post.

Jfor the Strong,
BOTTLING A SERMON.

There they sat, Ora and Otto, curled up on the 
hassocks in one of the front pews—one of the very 
first pews in the middle block—0 position not in 
general favour ; consequently they were beyond 
the range of any gaze which, if not actually of­
fended by their untidiness, would at least have 
scrutinized them curiously and critically. Nobody 
saw '.hem but the minister, who could only look 
and wonder at his odd little hearers, then wait 
until the sermon was over for the purpose of speak­
ing with them. It would not be difficult to guess 
how they got there. The honey bee, the brown 
wasp, and bluebottle come to church in summer 
weather, when doors and windows stand wide 
open ; just so these waifs from the street strayed 
in. There they sat, bareheaded, barefooted, with 
dirty little hands folded in their laps, hair like 
brushheaps, and eyes more like coalbins than any­
thing else under sun or earth.

The pastor soon discovered that, spite of the 
intense heat, the passing flash of lightning's wings, 
the thunder pulses throbbing in the distance, he 
had two hearers whose attention never wavered in

Once the lights flared, then almost died out. 
Next, some one with squeaking boots left the 
place. Again, a hymn-book fell with a loud crash, 
yet those bundles of rags, with black sparks for 
eyes, neither lifted nor stirred. He was really 
sorry, this good, kind man, when, the service be­
ing over, he looked and they were gone—had 
vanished like two little bats that belonged to the 
darkness and loved it. He had not gone far, 
however, on his homeward journey, when a shadow 
within a shadow stirred, a thin, dirty little hand 
reached out and touched him.

“ Oh, sir, please give me some for my sick

“Give you what, child ?”
“ Wine and milk,” replied the eager young 

voice. “ We’ve nothing to buy them with, and the 
doctor wants her to have them. You said, ‘ Come, 
without money,’ you know, and I’m here. 
Otto’s brought a kettle, and I’ve got a bottle.”

" That was my text this evening,’“remarked the 
minister to a friend who had joined him. ‘ Come 
buy wine and milk, without money and without 
price.’ These children were my most attentive 
hearers. The girl, you perceive, has applied it to 
the one great need she is conscious of. VVhat can 
I do?”

“ We’ll go to their home, and see what is re­
quired of us,” replied the gentleman. “ If this 
story is strictly true, neither kettle nor bottle shall 
remain empty.”

Up a narrow court in the church’s rear, they 
found a woman far advanced in consumption, who 
had evidently seen better days. Worse ones, too, 
1 ecause love of wealth and pleasure had led her 
down to the horrible pit, and into the miry clay 
the Bible tells us about. Her husband was in hu 
grave ; wealth and station had vanished like a 
dream ; aud now as the waters of the dark valley 
crept chillily about her feet, she looked and longed 
for an upward ray to pierce her spirit’s gloom.
The Rev. Mr. R----- , while ministering to her
bodily needs, lost no time in pointing her to the 
Sun of Righteousness ; and as he talked, fear and 
agony faded out of the woman’s face, and the light 
of a great hope dawned in her beautiful eyes. 
Those two little bundles of rags, Ora and Otto, sat 
curled up in one corner listening, just as they had 
listened from the pew, with hands folded in their 
l.’ps, lips apart, and a deep, dead shining in the 
orbs that never for an instant left the speaker's face. 
Ori met him on the stairs as he was going out

‘ I know what it means now,” she whispered. 
“ Maybe I wouldn’t if you’d brought the words 
without the wine and milk."
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She stood on the step aliove him, a little girl 
upon whose head the years were light and few, a 
slight figure in rags and tatters ; nevertheless, he 
saw at once that her heart had taken in the 
heavenly types, and was thankful.

A week later Ora and Otto, were motherless, 
yet not alone. Kinds friends took them in, kind 
hands ministered unto them ; but neither ever for­
got their first sermon, nor the kettle and bottle 
they brought to put it in. -Selected.

THE BROKEN SAW.

A boy went to live with a man who was counted 
a hard master. He never kept his boys. They 
ran away, or gave him notice they meant to quit ; 
so he was half his time without or in search of a 
boy.

The work was not very hard—opening and 
sweeping out the shop, chopping wood, running 
errands, and helping around. At last Sam Fisher 
went to live with him.

“ Sam's a good boy," said his mother.
" I should Tike to see a boy now-a-days that 

has a spark of goodness in him,” growled tne new

It is always bad to begin with u man who has 
no - nfidence in you, because, do your best, you 
are likely to have little credit for it. However, 
Sam thought he would try ; the wages were good, 
and his mother wanted him to go.

Sam had been with Mr. Jones but three days, 
l>efore, in sawing a cross-grained stick of wood, he 
broke'he saw. He was a little frightened. He 
knew he was careful, and he knew he was a pretty 
good sawyer, too, for a boy of his age ; neverthe­
less the saw broke in his hands.

“ And Mr. [ones will thrash you for it," said 
another boy who was in the wood-shed with him.

“ Why, of course, I didn't mean it, and acci­
dents will happen to the best of folks,” said Sam, 
looking with a very sorrowful air at the broken

Mr. Jones looked at the boy from head to foot ^ 
then, stretching out his hand, “ There, Sam," he j 
said heartily, “ give me your hand. Shake [ 
hands. I'll trust you Sam. That’s right. Un l 
to bed, boy. Never fear. I'm glad the saw 
broke ; it shows the mettle’s in you. Go to bed.” j 

Mr. Jones was fairly won. Never were better I 
friends after that than Sam and he. Sam thinks

C.tice has not been done to Mr. Jones. If the 
ys had treated him honestly and “above 

board,” he would have been a good u to live 
with. It was their conduct that souk I made 
him suspicious. I do not know how that is. I 
only know that Sam Fisher finds in Mr. Jones a 
kind master and a faithful friend. —Selected.

It’s no Use.—It is said that a country woman 
went into a shop one day, and putting some silver 
on the counter, remarked to a cleric : “There ! 
fourteen years ago—'twill be fifteen this month— 
I bought something next door, and gave them 
half a sovereign ; but they couldn’t give me the 
change, so they sent a boy into the next shop, and 
he brought me back the change for a sovereign in­
stead of half a sovereign. I took it, but ’ taint no 
use ; I aint a-going to keep it any longer ; so there 
it is, all back again." And before the astonished 
clerk had time to make any inquiries she was

Poor woman ! She had endured fourteen 
years of trouble for a single sin, and at last had 
to confess and make restitution. It was well that 
she had courage and grace to do it finally.

It is of “ no use " to sin. If you hnve done 
wrong, make it right ; and the quicker you do it 
the better ; life is unceitain ; time is short ; sin is 
a heavy load here, but it will be heavier still to 
bear it before the judgment seat of Christ. 
Make haste, then, to get rid of every sin ; fly to 
Christ for pardon and for peace ; restore all un­
lawful gain, right every wrong, and make ready 
to stand accepter! and blameless in the judgment 
day that is “ near and hasteth greatly."

“ Mr. Jones never makes allowances,” said the 
other boy ; “ I never saw anything like him. 
That Bill might have stayed, only he jumped into 
a hen’s nest and broke her eggs, lie dared not 
tell of it ; but M r. Jones kept suspecting and sus- 
pecting, and laid everything out of the way to 
Bill, whether he was to blame or not, till Bill 
couldn’t stand it and - wouldn’t."
“Did he tell Mr. Jones about the eggs?” 

asked Sam.
“ No," said the other boy } “ he was afraid, 

Mr. Jones has got such a temper."
“ 1 think he’d better have owned up at once,” 

said Sam.
“ I suspect you will find it better to preach 

than to practice,” said the boy. “ I would run 
away before I would tell him.” And he turned 
on his heel and left poor Sam with his broken

The poor boy did not feel very happy or com­
fortable. He shut up the woodhouse, walked 
out into the garden and then went up to his little 
chamber under the caves. He wished he could 
tell Mrs. Jones ; but she wasn't sociable, and he 
had rather not, “ Oh my God,” said Sam falling 
on his knees, “ help me to do the thing that's

I do not know what time it was, hut when Mr. 
ones came into the house the boy heard him. 
le got up crept down stairs, and met Mr Jones 

in the kitchen.
"Sir,” said Sam, “ I broke your saw, and I 

thought I’d come and tell you ’ fore you saw it in 
the moieing. ”

“ What aid you get up to tell me for ? ” asked 
Mr. Jones ; “ I should think morning would be 
time enough to tell of your carelessness. ”

“ Because,” said Sam. “ I was afraid if I nut 
it off I might be tempted to lie about it. I’m 
sorry I broke it, but 1 tried to be careful.”

“ As Rich as Lord Braco.” Lord Braco was 
a Scotch judge of the last century, and a great 
miser. One of his farmers, seeing him one day 
pick up a farthing, said : “ I would give a shil­
ling, Lord Braco, to have a sight of all the gold 
and silver which you possess.” “ Well, man" 
his lordship replied, “ it shall cost you no more." 
The shilling was laid down at once, and his lord­
ship fulfilled his part of the bargain, exhibiting to 
his tenant a considerable number of iron boxes 
filled with gold and silver coin. “ Now my 
Lord,” said the tenant, “lam as rich as you are 
alter all.” “ How do you make that out r asked i 
his lordship. “ Because I have seen the money, 
my lord, and you have not the heart to do any­
thing more with it”—Children’s Friend.

An Eccentric divine in the north of Scotland 
discoursing on a class of persons who were obnoxi­
ous to him, concluded with this singular perora­
tion : “Ma freens, it is as impossible for a 
moderate to enter the kingdom o’ nevin, as for a 
coo to climb up a tree with her tail foremost, ami 
harry a craw’s nest ; or for a soo to sit on the tap 
o’ a thistle and sing like a mavis." 1 The same 
reverend gentleman, in the course of a sermon on 
the depravity of human nature, spoke thus : 
“ The human heart is just like a rig o' potawtoes, 
that when its weedit at the ae end, the ither end 
begins to grow again.”

A Scottish minister was riding on horseback 
one stormy day, enveloped in a loose cloak of 
large proportions, and having a broad scarlet 
neck. By the strong action of the wind, the 
cloak was tossing about in all directions, when an 
English gentleman rode up on a spirited charger. 
The gentleman's horse shied and almost threw the 
rider. “ That cloak of yours would frighten the 
devil !" said the Englishman. “ Man, replied 
the minister. “ that’s just my trade.”

—The Publisher of a weekly paper In Illinois 
prints in each issue a chapter of the Bible, and 
upon being ridiculed for it by his contemporaries, 
remarked editorially : " We publish nothing but 
what is new to our readers.” What an opening 
for the Society for the Promotion of Christian 
Knowledge !

MEETINGS OF ASSOCIATIONS, 
1878.

Western meets at Blenheim village on Friday 
31st of May. Preacher, Rev. E. Chesney ; alter­
nate, Rev. J. L. Barlow. Writer of Circular Let­
ter, Rev. J. L. Barlow ; alternate, Rev. J. B. 
Huff.

Niagara meets at Port Colborneon Wednesday 
S‘h of June. Preacher, Rev. E. Hooper ; alter­
nate, Rev. E. Bos worth. Writer of Circular Let­
ter, Rev. S. G. Harris ; alternate, Rev. S. C. 
Keetch.

Elgin meets at Aylmer on Friday 7th of June. 
Preacher, Rev. E. Harris, B. A. ; alternate, Rev. 
R. Ivennie. Writer of Circular Letter, Rev. D. 
P. McLaurin ; alternate, Rev. G. F. Stansbury.

Brant meets at Beverley on Friday jth of June. 
Preacher, Rev. James Grant ; alternate, Rev. 
J. Gilchrist. Writer of Circular Letter, Rev. N. 
Wolverton, B. A. ; alternate, Rev. Ira Smith.

Toronto meets at Collingwood on Tuesday 
nth of June. Moderator, Rev. Joseph D. King. 
Preachers, Rev. Dr. Castle, and Rev. Wm. 
Grant. Writer of Circular Letter, Rev. E. M. 
C. Botterill.

Middlesex and Lambton meets at Ai.'sa 
Craif on Friday 14th of June. Preacher, Rev.
C. Y. Snell} alternate, Rev. H. Richmond. 
Writer of Circular Letter, Rev. James Cooper,
D. D. ; alternate, Rev. H. Foshny.

Grand River meets at Vittoria on FrUlay 
14th of June. Preacher, Rev. C. Goodspeed, 
M. A. ; alternate, Rev. J. W. Silcox. Writer 
of Circular Letter, Bro. J. T. Smith ; alternate, 
Bro. W. W. Pcgg.

Midland Counties’ meets at Guelph on Fri­
day 2/st of June. Preacher, Rev. Chas Walker ; 
alternate, Rev. M. McGregor. Writer of Circu­
lar Letter, Rev. E. J. Stobo; alternate, Rev. D.

East Ontario meets at Uxbridge on Wednes­
day 26th of June. Preacher, Rev. W. H. 
Walker ; alternate. Rev. John Gray. Writer of 
Circular Letter, Rev. J. J. White; alternate 
Rev. Alex. Turnbull, B. A.

Huron meets at Windham on FrUlay jth of 
July. Preacher, Rev. D. McNeill ; alternate, 
Rev. S. Tapscott. Writer of Circular Letter, 
Rev. Alex. Grant ; alternate, Rev. G. F. Rob-

Ottawa meets at Thurso, Que., on Wednes­
day içth of Jun-. Preacher, Rev. A. II. 
Munro ; alternate, Rev. J. L. Campbell. Writer 
of Circular Letter, Bro. J. D. L-xflamme.

Danville meets at Eaton, Que,, on Wednes­
day iQtli of June. Preacher, Rev. E. T. Sand- 
ford ; alternate. Rev. N. G Saunders.

Central Canada meets at Farmersvitle, Ont. 
on Wdnesday 26th of June. Preacher, Rev. R. 
B. Montgomery ; alternate, Rev. T. Luckcns. 
Writer of Circular Letter, Bro. F. F. McNab, 
M. A. ; alternate. Rev. J. H. Hyde.

Lamoille (a Vermont Association which in­
cludes two or more Canadian churches) meets at 
Burlington V,. on Wednesday 4th of September. 
Preacher Rev. J G. Lorimer ; alternate Rev. G. 
W. Arms.

Amherstburgh (coloured churches of west­
ern Ontario) meets at iW River on Thursday 
12th of September. Preacher, Rev. S. H. Davis ; 
alternate, Rev. T. Washington.


