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BY HIS MAJESTY'S COMMAND.

ADyvrANT GENERAL'S OFFICE,
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Alju'uiil General's Offct,

xjl-j.uJie. 79'

HIS MAJESTY thinking it highly ex-

pedient, and nfccirtry, for the benefit

of his fervicc at laiiH*, that one unif rm
fyftcm of lield-cxercifc, and Movement,
founded on jud, and triie |)rinciplfs, fliould

be eftablinK^I, and invariably pradtilcd

throughout his whole Army, is tiiercfore

plealcd to direct, that the Rules, and Regu-
lations, approved of by I lis Majesty, for

this important purpofe, and now publilhed

herewith, fliall be (Iri^lly followed and rd-

hercd to, without any dev'ation whatfoever

therefrom :—And fuch orders before given,

as may be found to interfere with, or coun-

teract, their efFcLl and operation, are to be

confidered as hereby cancelled, and annul-

led. [t is His Majesty's farther pleafure,

that the General Officers appointed to re-

view his troops, fhail be in(l:ru6ted to pay

particular attention to the performance of

every part of thefe Regulations, and to re-

port their obfervations thereupon, for His
Majesty's information, fo that the exadt

uniformity required in all movements may
be attained and prcferved, and Flis Royal
intentions thereby carried into full efFe(5b.

By His Majesty's Command.

WILLIAM FAWCETT,
ADJUTANT GENERAL.

A2
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?hrf>' GuarJs,
'3\th Jun,\ I Ho I,

Aljutunt General' i Ojji^if*

HIS MAJESTY having been pleafed, in

the year 1792, to order and cdahhrh

one uniform and complete iVdem of Field-

Movements and Fxercife for his infantry,

which is fully explained and detailed in a

confiderable volume, under the General

Heads of Liflruftion of the Recruity Com-

fariyy Battalion, Li-ih: : And was alfo pleafed

to order Q\'i:iy oTicci* to provide him.felf

with a copy of die fame, that he may be

enabled to difcliaige tlu^fe important duiies

vvitli the fcience and [)recifion which be-

comes his Itaclon, and which the fervice

requires from him :

His RovAL Highness the Commander

in Chief, feeling the propriety and neceffity

of facilitadng, in like manner, to the non-

commiirioned oHicers, a perfect knowledge

of the parts more particularly allotted to

them, and in which is included the very

material one of the firft forming and inftrucM-

ing the recruit ^ has been pleafed to direct

that the following fmall and cheap edition

"
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iluiil be printed of the two liifl j:,rncra] Iicaj .

oF the regulations on that kibjcc;-, aitendecl

with an abdnnfb of other cireuu.fiaiiCLS nc-

cciiliry to be oblerved by all ranks in tlic

movements of th.e company, battalion, and

line.

His Royal ITigikmi^s therefore order
,

that every krjcanc v.harever, of Ca vahy

and Infantry, Ihail provide hin-.fwf vvi:h

a copy of di's boi k (which wid alfo bo

ibiind I'fcfiil Wv the oilicor) j and he

'further ordeis, that thic ru'es Therein laid

down for tr.e inllrudlion and driil of the

SoIcfitTy the ridlQon^ and tiie Ccfuvar,}\ fliall

be llri(flly followed and obfervcd, and no

alterations made tlierein.—The recruits of

all corps being thus formed on the fame

principle and praillice, the mod foiid found-

ation will be laid, for that perfefl precifion

and uniformity, in the execution of iiiilitary

exercifes and movements, which (hould dif-

tingudh the Britifli troops, and im.prove the

advantages ti^.ty derive from their native

valour.

Bv Command of [lis RoY.'.L Highness
'1 he Commander in Chief.

liARKY CAi.VERT,
ADJUTANT GtNERAL.
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GFNERAL ORDERS.

*«

His Royal Higbnefs Thr Comivian'der in Chtef

has dire(5\e(l it to be matle known to tb.e Army at

Jarge, that the expeiice of fupplying the Non-Com-
niilfioiied Officers with copies of tlie fonowiiig In-

ftructions, (in the proportion of Or.e to each Serjeant

of Cavalry and InTyntry) will, in the jirjl injlanccy be

defrayed by Government.

Any deficiency in the number fent, is to be re-

ported on the back of the Hrfl monthly return of each

R?ginTnt; on f.iilure of which they will be held re-

fponiible for their complete number.

At all reviews of Arms and NeccfTarlc*-, the copies

of ihefe Inilru^iions are to be produced to the Cap-

tain or Officer ronimancling the Coriip;in-y; a:,d if

thry are found mifTmn!;, they are to be immcdiattly re-

pliced at the expei ce ot the Serjeants to whom tliey

were given,

Serjeants difcharged are to deliver the copy in their :^/jutc

poOeffion to trie Oificer commanding the Company, - ;.//

who will become refponfible for the fame.

Commanding Officers of Rc-,imcnts will be an-

fvverab'e to General Officers at the half yearly infpcc-

tions, that the number oiiginally given to their Corps

IS com plcte.

General
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General OtHcers arc to infert the fame in their

half yearly rcportf.

Officers in the command of Regiments will oc-

cafionally direct their Adjutants to examine, indivi-

dijaily, in their prefence, or in that of a Field Officer

of the Regiment, the Non-Commiffioned Officers of

one or more Companies, upon the contents of this

I
Boole, with a view to afcertain whether they have di-

i ligently applied' thcmfclvcs to acquire a knowledge of

I the practice therein pointed out ; and Commanding

II Officers of Regiments will make it a part of their

I duty, in conjunction with the other Field Officers

M under th^jir diredtions, to examine th-e Captaii:s and

Subaltern Officers of their Regiments upon the prac-

tice of difcipline contained in His Majefty*s Regu*

lations ; and their obedience to the latter part of this

Order is to be reported to the General Officer at the

half yearly infpedlions of their Regiments.

I
By Command of His Royal Highnefs,

The Commander, in Chief.

HARRT CALVERT,
A Ijutant General of the Forccf:

•ij:f^/jutant Gennafs Office,

2\t}3 Auguji i8oi. }

I be an-

y infpec-

eir Corps

General
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RULES AND REGULATIONS
FOR THE

FORMATION, FIELD-EXERCISE,
AND

MOVExMENTS,
OF

HIS MAJESTY'S FORCES.

THE great obje£t in view, from the following

Regulations, is to eftablifh one general and jull:

fyftem of movement, wh.cli directing and governing

the operations of great, as well as of fmall bodies of

troops, is to be rigidly conformed to and pra6lifed

by every regiment in His Majesty's f;.rvice.

To attain this important purpofe, it is neccHIiry to

reconcile celerity with order; to prevent hurry,

wl^ich muft always produce confufi-jn, lofs of time,

unlleadinefs, irrcfolution, inattention to command,

&c. ; to enfure precifion and corrcctneff^i, by which

alone great bodies will be able t:) arrive i\t their ob-

je6l in good order, and i.! the (hortcll ("pace of time ;

to inculcate and enforce the neccHlty of military dc-

pcndance, and <.f rnatu^l iupp- t in adiion, v/hich are

the great ends of difciplinc; to innplify the cxccuiior,

and to abridiie the varictv of movements, as much as

poflible, by adopting fuch only ab are neceilary f .r

combined
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combined exertions in corp-, and that can be requiictJ

or applied in ftrvicCj rvgarding all matters of parade

and (how mer^-ly as Acoridary objcvStc ; to afccitain

to all ranks the part each will have to a6t in every

chanjc ( f l:CLia:ion that can happen, fo that explanation

may not rcl..rd at the moinent when execution fliould

tai<:e place ; to enable tlie conimandin''; oinccr of anv

boJy of troops, whether great or fniall, to retain the

vv'hole relatively as it were in his hand and manage-

ment, at every inilant, fo as to be capable of rellrain-

ing the baJ ciF i5ls of fuch ideas of indepciulant and

individual exertion as are vifionary and liurtfu', and

of directing xhvm to ti'.eir tiuc and proper objuSl-,

thofe of order, of conihined effort, and of regulated

obedience; by the ufiited force of all which a well-

tdifciplined enemy can only be defeated.

The rules hereafter laid down will le found fcw^

fimple, and adapted to the undcrftandiftg and com-

ji)rehenfion of every iiidiviJual ; but they will requiie

j^erfed attention in all ranks— In the Sjldier, rin

equal aiid cadenced march, acquired ;;nd confirmed

Jby habir, independant of niufic or found :—In the

CJflicer, prccifson and cntrj:y of command; tl.e pre-

^rvati.on of jult dlilar.ccs; and the accur^.te icaJir;'-

pj"diviri'jns on ^i-.'en points of rri-.Tch a;;d form.'.tion.

ifhefe circuiultan:^"-, L(j;^cthcr with tlie united ex-

ertions of all, will rv)T)ii nciain that prccifton of movc-

fl|ent, which i. l) i tr.iu'.alj cjid without whiclj valour

)ne will not avail,

Thi.fe
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Thcfe Regulations are divided into PARTS,
anJ each part fubdividcd into Heads, and Sc^liom

of explanation.

PART I.

Of the drill or INSTRUCTION'

OF THE RECRUIT.

i

f

2

3

5.

0.

7'

The feveral articles of inftruclion, and the pro- •g'^^

greflion and manner in which they are to be taught,
JJ

eg

are explained in 40 5i'^/^«;. 3 I

'"

P A R T IL ^
Of THE platoon or COMPANY. ^Jy ,'2.

The inftrutRions, and various operations of the ^ ^
company which enable it to a6l in battalion, are ex^ o e r^*

plained in 25 oeSiions,

PART III.—ABSTRACT

Of the BATTALION. o.

riK:

CONTENT

'
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PART I.

87

nd

INSTRUCTION of the RECRUIT,

THE feveral heads of inftru6lion for Recruits are

to be attended to, and followed, in the manner

iiid order here fet forth. It requires in the inflructors

to whom this duty is intrufted, and who are to be an-

jwerdble for the execution of it, the moft unremitting

)erfeverance and accurate knowledge of the part each

las to teach, and a clear and concife manner of con-

[eying his inftruclions; but with a firmnefs that will

)mmand from men a perfc£l attention to the direc-

|ons he is giving them. He muft allow for the weak

^iipacity of the Recruit j be patient, not rigorous, where

ideavour and good-will are evidently not wanting:

licknefs is not at firft to be required, it is the refult

01^ much prafiice. If officers and inftru6lors are not

critically exadl in their own commands, and in ob-^

fefving the execution of what is required from others,

Bvenlinefs muft take place, labour be inefFeilual, and

end propofed will never be attained.

flj

|rhe recruit muft be carried on progreflively ; he

juld comprehend one thing^before he proceeds to

ther.—In the firft circumftances of pofition, fire*

fin^^erSj elbowsj&c, are to b» juftly placed by the

B inftru^or 1
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flraJl'jr; vviiCti rcciults are moic advanced, they

TiKMild n )t be touched ; l,at from the cxamplj (hewn,

and the diredlions piclcribcd, be tnuj^ht to corrcin"

tlicnilclvts when (o admwnifh. d. Recruits fhouhl

not be k- |)t too lon^^ at any particular part of tht-ir

cxcrcifc, fo as to fatigue or ni.ikc them uncafy ; and

niarchiiiji; without arms fliould be much intermixed

with the firelock inltruLHiui;—fife, or niufic, muft on

no account be ufed ; but the recruit is to be con-

firmed by habit alone in tliat cadence of Hep vhich he

is afterwards to maintain in his march to the enemy,

i the fr

I ofn U

; Unlc f

I but no

in fpite of every variety of noife and circuinlhincc, f toucb'u

that may tend to dcranije him, l^.i/ns c

1^^^ kept

advance
but iiicl

^lly
I:

In the manner hereafter prcfciibed, mufl: each re-

cruit be trained fingly, and in fquad j nor ur.til he is c/^

ficadied in thefc, and in other points of his duty, is he ^ \^^' <:*rec}

to be allowed to join the battalion} for one aukvvard

man, imperfedi la his march, or whofc perfon is difiort-

ed, will derange his divifion, ai d of courfe operate on
uj^j^

/'he,;

i^iJiics rh

m-tiiotis

th(

' 1^fu\
1 ex

Ji
t'Oi?j a/K

ill in proj

V^ni]ci ill

mic/s.
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Without Arms,

as pofli'"'-

marks \n'

t, with '^

Ibc fuppo'

S» I. VoJitiQn of the Soldier,

TflE cqinl fquarcn' fs of the Hioullcrs and holy t(i

the f'rniu is the lirrt and great principli' of tlic pofitioii

of a loldi r.—The liccls inuil b^* in a line, and clf)fcd.

— The kn.cs dr. it wilhout (lin"ncf>.—The toes a

little turned out, fo that the feet ni.iy form an angh- of

about 6o degrees.— Let the arms han^: near the body,

but not llilf, the flat part of the hand ;uh1 little finger

touching the thigh ; the thumbs as far back as the

; feams of the breeches.—1 he elbows and flioulders to

%hQ kept back ; the belly rather drawn in, and the brcaft

aJvancccl, but without coiiftraint; the body upright,

|but inclining forward, fo that the weight of it prin-

-cif^Uy bcais on the fore p:irt of liie fcit; the head to

^c ereci, and neither turned to the rijht nor left,

'^ The pofition in whicii a foldier flinuld n\ovc, d( ter-

inines that in which he flxould Hand Itill. Too many
iri'.nhods cannot he ufed to fupple the recruit, and ba-

t\\i\\ the air of the rullic. But that cxccfs of fetting

lip, which iiirtl-ns the pc-fon, and tends to throw the

tody backward ii.fhad of forward, is contrary to every

uc principle of movement, and mufl iherv.fore be

It^oO: carefully avoided.

,* N. B. 'I'he words on the margin, which are printed

HI Ititlics^ arc the words of command to be given by
t|is inltruc^or. All words of command, and par-

idarly the words halt or viarch^ mult be givea
oi t, quitk, and loud.

Every officer mud be accuflomed to f^ive hi?

rds of comm.Mid, even to the fmallclt bwd.es, \\\

(ull extent of his voice.— fhe juftnels of exe-
tioi>, and the confidence of the iolditr, can only

m proportion to the firm, decided, and propej:

nnerin which every oiftcer of every rank gives hi5

'crs.

\tii
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S^and at Eafe:

PART I.

S. 2. Standino- at Rale,

C On the words Stand at Eafe^ (he right

foot is to be drawn b;xk about fix

inche?, and the greateft part of the

weiglit of the body brought upon it ;

the left knee a little bent ; the hands

brought together before the body, but

the (boulders to be kept back and

fquare ; the head to the front* and the

whole attitude without conftraint.

On the word Jttention^ the hands are

to fall fmartly down the outfide of the

thighs; the right heel to be brought up

in a line with the left ; and the proper

unconftrained pofition of a foldier im-
mediately refumcd.

When {landing at eafe for any confiderable time in

cold weather, the men may be permitted, by command,

to move their limbs; but without quitting their

ground, fo that upon the word Attention^ no one fhall

have mateiially loft his dreffing in the line.

JtUniion,

Eyes Left,

Eyes Front,

Ir

<iult{

waru

To th

if To the

5. 3. 'Eyes to the Right,

Eyes Right.
\

On the words, Eyes to the Right,

glance the eyes to the right, with the

flightefl turn poffible of the head. At
the words Eyes to the Lift^ calt the eyes

in like manner to the left. On the

words, Eyes to the Front^ the look, ar.d

head, are to hz dirc£lly to the front, ihc

'^ habitual pofuion of the foldier.

Thcfc motions arc only ufeful on the wheeling n

divifions, or when dreirmg i« ordered after a halt; aiii

particular attention mutt be paid in the fcveral turning-

of the eyes, to prevent the fuldier from moving hi-

body, which fliouisi be prcfcivcd pcrfcclly fquare u'i

the frejrft

To the/,

abont^j

To ih, L

rTh e CI
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fna*

To the Lft.

face.

the Righ^i

with the

head. At

ll the eyes

,
On the

I look, ar.^.

; front, the

ier.

heeling <^i

a halt i ani

al turning;

iioving bi-

y fquArc u

S. 4, T/je Facings,

In going through the facings, the left heel never

<]uits the ground; the hody mull rather incline for-

ward, and the knees be kept ftraight.

C ifi-. Place the hollow of the right foot

«7- w n' 1.) fmartly aeainft the left heel, keeping

, "^ ' \ the Ihoulclers (quare to the front.

2d. Raife the toes, and turn to the

.right on both heels.

ifl. Place the right heel againR the

hollow of the left foot, keeping the

flioulders fquare to the front.

2d. Raifc the toes, and turn to the

left on both heels.

'
I ft. Place the ball of the right toe

againft the left heel, keeping the fhoul-

dei s (quare to the front.

2,d. Raife the toes, and turn to the

right about on both heels.

3d. Bring the right foot fmartly back

in a line with the left.

ift. Place ttv? Right heel againftthe

ball of the left foot, keeping the flioul

dcrs fquare to the front.

2d* Raifc the toes, and turn to the

left about on both heels.

3d. Bring up the Ri^ht fmartly in a

v. line with the left.

'To the Right

I
about-face.

To the Lit ^

%boHtjface.

The grenteft precifion mufl be obferved in thcfe

:ings, for if they are not exadly executed, a body of

:n, after being properly drefied, will lofc their drefl-

J,
on every iinall movement of fiicir^.

B3
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1.

if'

S, 5. Tofittoji in Marching,

^ In marching, the Toldicr muftmnliK-

tain, as much as pofTiblf, the pofitioii of

the body as direcHcU in S''(5K I. He
miiflbe well balanced on hi- limbs. His

arms and hands, without Ib.tPicfs, mufi:

be kept ftcady by hi-^ fide^, and notfuf-

fered to vibrate. He mull: not be al-

lowed to iloop forward, Hill lefs to lean

biclc. His body muit be kept fquare

to the front, and thrown rather more
forward in marching than when halted,

that it may accompany the movement
of the leg and thiy;h, which movemen:
muft fpring from the haunch. The ham
muft be ftretched, but without ftifFen-

ing the knee. The toe a little pointed,

and kept near the ground, fo that th-

(hoe-foles may not be vifible to a per

fon in front. The head to be kept we,

up, Oialght to the front, and t..e eye ,

not fufF' red to be cafl: down. The foo:

without beinir drawn back, muft I

March, '

y^
placed flat on the grou nd.

iijlii

M
11

III j^
'

S. 6. Ordinary Step,

The length of each pace, from heel to hcfl, li

inches, and the recruit mull be taught to takj 75
thefe fteps in a minute, without tottering, and vv:

perfedl ileadinefs.

The ordinary ftep being the pace on all occafi

Vi'hatever, unlefs greater celerity be pariicularlv

der,
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R K e R U I T.'^lVUhut Armu 7

clerccl. the recruit mud be cnrcf\illy trained, and tho-

rou'jhly inftrufted in tb-is nioft efleiuial part of iiis

duty, and {)erFccHly made to underhand, that he is to

maintain it f. )r a long period of time together, both in

line and in column, and in rough as well a<; fniootli

ground, which he may be required to march over.

This is the flowed Trip which a recruit is taught, and

is alfo applied in all movements o! parade.

f

u

Halt.

S. 7. T/jc' ria/L

On the word /:/.///, let the rear font

J be brought upon a line with thcadvanc-

I
eJonc, lb as to fmifh tiic (lep which was

( takin'j; when the command was ^iven.

^

N. B. l^he words ILi/ty ivhecI—FLiIt^ front—

^

Halt, drefs—are CciCh to bj coniiclered as one word

of comniand, ai.d no paufe made betwixt the parts

of their execution.

•S*. 8. Obl'.quc Step.

r
ihi

lien tl-TC recruit has acquire* 1 th.>

di-reguhir ieu'^ih and c..dtn:e or t.ie ore;

nary pace, he is to be taught the oblique

(b-'p. At the words, To tie Left Ob-
/iqi/:?—J/Iarch, without altering his per-

fonai fquarcneis c>f pofirion, he will,

wi^en he is to flcp with his left foot,

point and carry it forward 19 inches i 11

tne uiagonal toih c L'tt, whicn jivcs

ab-;ut 13 inches to the fide, and about

13 inches to the front. On tiic word
his ri'/jit loot -^oTiLVO, le wm ornicr

B incl l..;S
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inches forward, (o that the right heel be

placed 13 inches diredly before th^* left

, one. In this pofition he will paufe, and
Fig. I,/ on the word TuOy continue to march,

as belorc dire6led, by advancing his

left foot 19 inches, paufmg at each \\ep

till conRrmed in his pofition ; it being

efl'entially ncccfl'ary to take the greatf It

care that his fhoulders be pieferv^d

fquare to the front. From the combi-
nation of theft* two movements, the ge-

nera! obliquity gained will amount to

an angle of about 25 Je^rep?. When
the recruit is habituated to the lengths

and directions of the Itep, he muft be

made to continue the march, without

pauling, with firmmfs, and in the ca-

dence of the ordinary pace, viz. 75
Mteps in the minute*

As all marching (the fide (tep excepted) invariably

begins witli the left foot, whether the obliquing com-
mences froin the halt, or on the march, tne fiift dia-

gonal ftep taken is by the leading foot of the iide in-

clined to, when it comes to its turn, after the command
is pronounced.

The fquarencfs of the perfon, and the habitual ca-
denced ftep, in confequence, are the great directions

of the oblique, as well as of the direct, march.

Each recruit fhould be fcparately and
careCidly inftruCted in the principles of the

foregoing eight feCtions of the Drill. They
form the balls of all military movements.

Tfi

I rank,

if

Three
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Three or four recruits will now be formed in ont

rank, at very open files, and intruded as follows.

,nvariably

ling com-
11 ft dia-

fide in-

ommand

litual ca-

iredlions

:h.

ately and

es of the

1. They
ements.

S. 9. Drejjing when halted^

^ Drcfiing is to be taught equally by
Drcji* the left as by the right. On the woid

Drefs^ each individual will caft his eyes

to the point to which he is ordered to

dref«, with the fmallefl: turn poflible of

the head, but preferving the fhouldcrs

and body fquare to tlveir front. The
whole perfon of the man muft move as

may be neceiiary, and bendin;^ back-
ward or forward is not to be permitted.

I He muft: take ftiort quick fteps, thereby

gradually and exactly to gain his poft-

tion, and on no account be fuffcred to

attempt it by any fudden or violent al-

teration, which muft infallibly derange
whatever is beyond him. The faces of

the men, and not their breafts or ^qcx^

are the line of drelling. Each man is

to be able juft to diftinguifti the lower
part of the face of the fecond man be-

»^yond him.

In drcHing, the eyes of the men are aUvays turned

to the officer, who gives the word Drcfs\ and who is

ofted at the point by which the body halts ; and who
om that point corrects his men, on a point at or be-

ond his oppolite flank.

riic f'.ults to be avoided, and generally committed

y t'.e foldier in drefting, are, palling the line; the

JK'ad too forward, and body kept back; the ftioulders

j|ot fquare ; the head turned too much.

j^ Two, or more men, being moved forward, or back-

f'arJ,
a givca number of paces, and placed in the new

line.
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Jlne, and cIlrc6lion, the following commands will be

given :

By the Ri^b.'^ forwr.rd— Drefs,

Fiy the Right ^ bachuard—Drcfu
By the Lcft^ forward -^Drejs,

By the Lcft^ backward"^ Drefs.

( As fuon as the drefUnp: is accom-
plifhed, the words Eyes front^ will be

f;iven, that heads may be replaced, ar.J

( rcniain fcjuare to th«; front.

No rank, or hodf, ought ever to be drcfled, without

the pei fun on its flank appoiiued todrefs it, determin-

ing, or at lead (uppo'inp^ a line, on which the rank, or

body, is to be foiined, and for that purpofe taking ni

his objccl the difl-ai;t flank man, or a point bevond (iicn

flank, or a man thrown out en purpofe;— drelling mu::

then be made piaduall}', rnd progrfHivclv, from th: f
fixed poii!t, t'.^v>a;ds: the dillaijt flank one ; and cac ,^ ^^^P ^

man fucceirivcl)', but quickly, mu(L be brought up iii-

to the true line, fo as to become a new point, froii

whence tlie perli-n diieclin'i; proceeds in the corrcc-

tion of the otl.trs; and he himf-lf, when fo direiStin^,

nujft rake care that his perfon, or his eyes at leall, b;

in the true line, wliich ;:e is then giving.

Or
St

Th
partic

, the CO

I
.'*

Orr,

s

S. 10. Stepping out,

/ The fquad marches as already dircc:

Step cut, \ cd in ordinary time. On the wore

Step out^ the recruit muft be taugi

to lengthen his ftep to 33 inches, b

leaning forward a liiile, but vvilhoi

altering the cadence.

This fccp is neceilarv wl.?n a temporary exertir

in line, and to the front, is required j and is applie

both to ordinary and quick time.

Thi
-cf citl-

(lumn,

€h:ange

ii
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On the words Alark Time^ the foot

then aJvai.cing completes its pi^c;

after whicli the cadence is continued,

without g;>ii)in^ any ground, but alter-

nately throwing out tlie foot, and bring-

ing ii back I'quare with the oth.T. At
the words Ordinary Sttl'y the uiaul pace

of 30 inches will be taken.

This {Irp is ncce(I:iry marching in line, wlien any
particular Ijattalion is advanced, and has to wait tor

the coming up of others. ^ _

OrJinflry

Step.

^'

S, \2. Stepping Sbori,

and eac ;
Step Short.

ught up ii I-

Doint, froii

the corrcc-

b dlreiStin.:,

at Icall, b;

-I

On the word. Step Shorty the foct

advancing v.'ill hnilh its pace, and af-

terwards each recruit wiil llep as far

as tfie hall of his toe, and no farther^

uiuil the word Ordinary Step be given,

when the ufual pace of 30 inches is to

-be taken.

This ftep is ufeful when a momentary retardmet:t

cf cither a battalion in line, or of a diviilon in co-

lumn, fliall b2 required.

OrrVmary

Step,

eady dircc:

the wore

be tauui

inches, b

tut wilhoi

iry exertir

is applie.

asK

6*.
1 3 . Changing the. Feet.

r To change the feet in marching, the
1 advancing foot completes its pace, the

v^ p . \ ball of the other is brought up quickly
^ *\ to the heel of the advanced one, which

' indantly rr.akes another (lep forward,

io that the cadence may not be loO.
' 1 1

•

1 njs
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il /(

This may be required of an individual, who is

fiepping with a (JifFerent foot from the reft of hisdi-

vifton ; in doing which he will in facl take two fuc-

ccili\^e ftcps with the fame foot.

CIc/e to tl\

S, 14. The Su/'J or Cbfing Step,

The fide or clofing flc!) is performed from the halt

i:ioiJinary tune, by the following commands :

Clofe to the RightsMarch.
Clofe to the Lcft-'March.

P [[\ clofing to the right, on the word

AInrcbj eyes are turned to the right;

and each man carries his right foot

about 12 inches diredlly to his right

for it the files are clofed, to his neigh-

bour's left foot), and inftantly brings

up his kftfoot, till the heel touches his

right heel ; he then paufcs fo as to per-
' form this movement in ordinary time,

aiid proceeds to take the next ftep in the

fame manner ; the whole with perfect

precifionof time,nioulderskept fquare,

knees not bent, and in the true line on

which the body is formed.—At the

word Hciit^ the whole halt, turn ineir

eyes to the front, and arc perfcdiy

flcady. (Vide 5. 43).

Hcdt.

A fc'

4t ii tim

Stet> lack.

March,

S. 15. Back Step,

The Back Step is performed in the

ordinary time and length of pace, from

the halt, on the command Step Back^

/ — March^—the recruit muft be taught

to move ftraight to the rear, prefer ving

7 his

fd til
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bis fhouldcrs fquare to the front, and his

Halt, body erec^.—On the word Halt, the

foot in front mull be brought back

Vfquarc with the other.

A few paces only of the back ftcp can bw Tccflary

tt a time.

)fep.

m the halt

ids :

I the word

the right-,

right foot

) his right

his neig'.-

itly brings

louches his

^as toper-

nary time,

\cp in the

th perfect

pt fquare,

ue line on

-At the

tur?"! their

perfcdlly

March.

ned In the

ace, from

Step Back,

be taught

Hircierving

his

S, \6, Tbe ^iick Step,

( The cadence of the ordinary pace

having become perfctS^ly habitual to the

recruits, they are now to be taught to

march a quick, time, which is 108 fteps

in the minute, each of 30 inches, mak-
ing 270 feet in a minute.—The com-
mand ^tj'ick-i Mnrch^ being given witil

a paufe between them; the word j^//;V>t-,

is to be comldcred as a caution, ar.d the

whole to remain perfectly fHll and (lea-

dy ; on the word Aiarjh, t!:ey flcp ofF

with the lef: feet, keeping the body in

the fame poflui-e, ?sA the flioulders

fquare to the front ; the foot to be

lifted off the ground, that it may clear

any ftones, or other impediments in

the way, and to be thrown forward,

and placed firm ; the whole of the folc

to touch the ground, and not the heei

alone ; the knees arc not to be bent,

neither arc they to be lliff«ncd. To as to

occafion fati2,ue or conitraint.—The
arms to bans; witr. eafe down the out-

fide of the thigh; a very frnall motion
to prevent conftraint mnybe permitted i

but not to fwing out, and thereby oc-

caf:oa eaft turn, or movement of

the fiioulder i the head is to be kept to

1 the front, the body well up, and the

^•utmort itcadinefs to bj prcfe; ved.

This
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This is the* pace to he ufcd in all fiUng'^, of Jivi^

fi^Mis from lii;e into column, or from column into

line ; and by hiittali< ii coluiiiiis of manoeuvre, when
indf pctnlentlyc h:i.pj.'i('L! noiltion.— It mnyoccafioiially

kciiftci in the column of tnarcli of fmall bodies* vvhtii

the loutc is fmooih, ai:d no obfliicks occur ; but \u

the m.Tch in line of a confidtrablc b( dy it is net to

be required, aid very f«.ld(;m in a column of ma-
rcEuvic ,• othcrv.ife fritlguf muft arife to the folditr,

;ind more time vill be loll by hurry ar.d inaccuracy,

than is attempted to be gained by quicknefs.

The word Alarch, given fingly, at ail times de-

notes that ordinary time is to be taken ; when ihi'

quick inarch is meant, that word will precede tl;e

other — The word Ji'Jarch maiks the begifir.ing ot

moven^ents from the Halt\ but is not given whci;

the body is in previous motion.

.--•3

S. i^/s ^I^be ^dckejl Step,

The quickcji Ume^ or ivhecling niarchj is ijoflep!

of 30 inches ciich, or 300 feet in the minute. 7 h:

tiireiitions already given for the march in qr':k tiiv.;

relate equally to vhc: maich in qulckcft lime.

l^hiG is appVict! chicMy to the purpofc of wheeling

nnd is the rate at which all bodies accompiifti thti-

IX hcch^ the outward lile fteppino; 33 inches, whethe;

the wheel is from line into c( lumn, during the marc
in column, or from column into line. In this /,''/,

alfo fliould divifions double, and move up, wlit

pa/T'ng obftacles in line ; or vvhtn in the column (

march, the front of divifions is e^creiifed, or dim!

iiilhed.

^Ihree or fcur rfcniita in one rank, with interv;.

rf 12 'Pcb.es between them, fhou'd be prr.d-.ifcd in t:

difFtrent Heps, that tl:ey may ac<ii:irc afamncfsr.r

independence of movement,
r. T.,,

re

o;

or

Plu
:^iarch

1

prevent

In u 11 be

l)S eacl

plummc
j^ a mii

i
%

Ordi,

Qiiicf

QiiicI

A mu
iRibjcct t«

ferent rei

|lay be e

]ldred wi

ferjeant-i

iHet is to

He centri

Accur
0»t on th

t'^cftifed

pace.
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Manv c!in''.Ncnt timr:; of m rch inft net b

required of the (olaicT.— Thefc three ; ill fuffi* ,

ORDINAIW Tir.iE (y5 (I'.'ps ill minute ,

QjjicK TIME (lo^)in the minute), wheeling,
or quicMEST 1 IME ( J 23 in the minute).

Plummets, which vibr.itc tlie requited timc^ of

IJiurch in a minute, .irc of threat iitiiity, and can alcme

tercvcnt or correvl^^k uncertiinty of movcnieiit ; tlicy

liuill be in t!ie poU'cirion of, and conftantly referred ta

ky, each inflrndtor of a fquad,— the f' verai lengrhs of

plummet?, Twin J in^ the times of the different marches

|n a minute, arc as follows

:

In. Hund,
. Ordinary time - -

I

c

noflep!

itC. Th:

:r':k tin.;

wheeling

)li{h thti:

;, vv'hethei

the marc

n this i'i'h

up, whe:

column c

,1, or dim;-

75 ^^PS i"the7 .

minute - S
" ^

Qi^iick ^inic - - i^S - - 12 03

I
Quickc{},orwheel-) ^^ - . o 80
mg tniie - . j

^

r A muflvct ball fufpendcd by a ftrino; which is not

Aibjccl to ftretch, and on which are n arkcd the dif-

ferent required Icngchs, will anfwer the above purpofe,

l^ay be eafily acquired, and fliould be frequently com-
j^ared with an accurate ftandard in the adjutant's, or

ferjeant-major's poUellion. The length ol the Plum-
jpet is to be meaiiired from the point of fufpenfion to

He centre of the ball.
ii

Accurate diflances of flep^ mud alfo be marked
out on the ground, along which the fo'dier fliould he

jjl^dtifed to march, and ch(.rcby acquire thjjuiclenjtji

pace.

th inter v;.

(L-ifcd intl-

Armncfsar. '!

T> T.,.,

Six cr e'l^ht recruits will now be formed in

rank, at clofe hies, having a ftcady, well drilled

foldier on their Hank tf) lead,—and FiLfi

MARCHING may be taught them.
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.9. iR. File Marching.

/ The recruits muft fndyi/tv, and then

be ijiftructcil to ( ov( r each other exactly

in flic, f) that the head (*f the man im-

mediately before, may conceal the heads

of all the others in his front.—-Th?
ffritSteil ob.'ei vanec of ail the rules f(»r

marching is p.irticularly necefliiry ii

marchin;/ by filc^, which i.^ firft to V:

taught at the ordinary tlme^ and after-

v^ wards in quick time,

March. (^ On the uoid \\irc]j^ the whole an

inimediatcly *o ilep ort"' to^icthcr, gain-

ing at the vcryfirlt Hup 30 inches, ar.:

{o continuing each ftep without en-

crcafing the diftancc betwixt each re-

cruit, every man locklr.g or placing hi

advanced foot on the ground, before th;

fpot Irom whence ins preceding ma:

had taken up his,—no looking dour
nor leaning backward is to be fuffercd

J on any prttencc whatever,— ti^e Icade

\ is to be directed to march Itraight for.

ward to Tome diftant objetit given hir

for that purpofe, and the recruits mails

to cover one another duiing the march

with the moft fcrupulous cxadtnefs,-

great attention mull be paid to prc'

vent them from marching with the:

knees bent, which ihey will be vc:

apt to do at firfl , from an apprcher.fiu

of treading upon the heels of thofe L\

l^fore them.

f

t..

pity L

IfWhert
with ace

tifcd in

.Nothi

S'ire th(

mthe
"~

for (

f'^i^Z til
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V, ar.J tilt I.

her cxatil,

^c man ini-

al the heads

ont.—Th?

le rules t'or^,

ipcedliry in

firft to be

and after.

c whole ari

ether, gain-

inches, anc

without en-

xt each re

r plcxinghi

d, before th;

needing ma:

)k.ing down,

be fuft'ered

—t're Icade

Ihaight tor.

,t given niiT

cruiis mail;

ig the march

exatStnefs,-

Ipaid to pre-

with the:

will be vcr

pprehei.fic;

of thole b.-

5. 19. fVhecUng of a fmgk Ranhy in

dinary '^TimeJrem the Halt,

%R jJiH'hceir At the word, To the Ri^^ht JVhcel^ the

man on tiie right of the rank faces to the

Aliirch' right; en the word Alnnh, tlicy ftep off*

together, the whf)le turning thsir eyes to

the left (the wheiling flank.) except the

. , man on the left of the rank, who looks

inwaids, and, during the wheel, becomes
a kind of bafc line for the others to

conform to, and maintain the uniformity

^ • . affront.—The outward wheeling man
always lengthens his ftep to 33 mchc«,

Ithe whole ghferve the fame time, but

leach man fhortening liis ftep in pro-

\portion as he is nearer to the ftanding

flank on which the wheel is made.

—

\ .
during the wheJ, the whole remain

cl(jfcd to the ftanding flank; that is,

iliey touch, without incommoding ihcir

^ neighbour i nor muft they (loop for-

ward, but remain upright,—opening

out from the ftanding fl.nk is to be

avoided; clofing in upon it, during the

wheel, is to be relifted. on the word
|r»//, Drefs, Halt^ Drefs^ each man halts immediacely,

withoutjumping forward, or making any
(jalfe movemei 's,

[When the recruits are able to perform the wheel
Ith accuracy in the ordinary time^ they muft be prac-
jd in wlieeling \t\ quickeji time,

.F^Nothing will tend foonerto enable the recruit to ac-
O^ire the proper length of flep, according to his diftance

f|pm the pivot, than continumg the wheel without halt-
''^^ for feveral revolutions of the circle.—And alfo

ring the word Heh^ DnfSy at inftants not expected,

C aud
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and when only a 6th, 8th, or any fmaller proportion

of the circle is completed.

1 ,

\i

il!i

11

. i

¥

Jl'
|l''

i'

iS. 20. Wheeling ofafmglc Rank,from the

March.

The recruits are firft to be taught to

perform this wheeling at the ordinary

time^ and afterwards in the quickfji^ or

proper wheeling timey— the rank, march-

Half, Right

Wheel

{

Halt, Drefs.

March,

ing to the front at the ordinary time,

receives the word of command, Halt^

Right Wheel, the man on the right of

the rank inftantly halts, and faces to his

rightj the reft of the rank turning their

eyes to the wheeling flank (as dirtdled

in the preceding fe6lion), immediately

change the ftep together ' to wheelir:

time; as foon as the portion of the cir-

cle to be wheeled is completed, the

w<:)rds Halt, Drefs, will be given (;

paufe of 2 or 3 feconds may be made
and then March, on which the wholf

rank fteps ofF together at the ordinar;

time.
lii

^» 21. Wheeling Backwards^ afmgle Rank

OntheRirht
backwards.

Wheel.

March.

At the word On the Right hachuari

Wheel, the man on the right of the rani

faces to his left: At the word March, t!:

whole ftep backward in wheeling tirrif

drefling by the outward wheeling ma.i

thofe neareft the pivot man making thf

fteps extremely fmall) and thofe towarc

t

Ha

night

.

The
Wards ;

Ileceflai

|rror ff

Wheelii:

line int(

Ihe cov

divi/ioii

J
U« 't

Righ

iJohouUe

--/orwar
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roportion

rom the

taught to

» ordinary

\uickfft-, or

ik, march-

nary time,

md, Ualt^

he right of

aces to his

rning their

as dirt6le(i

mmediatel)

Lo wheelni

of the cir-

pleted, the

e given (1

y be made

the whol:

ordinar

Halt,

\gle Rant

\t hachvarL

of the rari'

Mnrch, tt

:eling timf

|eeling man

laking the:

lofe toward

tb

the wheeling man encreafing them as

they are placed nearer to him.—The
recruit in this wheel muft not bend for-

ward, nor be fuft'ered to look down ;

but by Gafting his eyes to the wheeling

flank, preferve the drcfling of the rank,

—On the word Hn/t^ the whole remain

perfe(Slly fleady, ftill looking to the

wheeling flank till they receive the

^ord Right Drefi,

The recruits (hould be firft pra<5^ifed to wheel back-

tvards at the ordinary ftep; and at all times it will be

Ileceflary to prevent them from hurrying the pace; an
<rror foldiers are very liable to fall into, particularly in

llrhecling backwards. Where large bodies wheel from
l^ne into column, this wheeling is neceflajy to preferve

ihe covering of pivot flanks, and the diftanccs of the

divifions, which the line is to break into.

Kight Drefs,

S. 22.
if

JVheeling ofaJingle Rank on a
moveable Pivot.

:.' In wheeling on a moveable pivot, both flanks are

ijioveable, and defcribe concentric circles round a

ppint, which is removed a few paces from what would
qlherwife be the ftanding fiank; and eyes are all turned

ii^wards the direcSting pivot man, whether he is on the

|itward flank, or on the flank wheeled to.

When the wheel is to be made to the

diredling pivot flank (fuppofc the left),

—the rank marching at the ordinary

pace, receives the word, Right Shoul"
ders forward t on which the pivot man,
without altering either the time or length

(of his pace, continues his march on the

Icircumference of the lefler circle, and
C 2 tracing

Right

..^Shoulders

%^Qrward*
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tracing out a confiderablc arch, on the

principle of dreifing, gradually brings

round his rank to the direction required,

without obliging the other flank, which
is defcribing the circumference of a

Forward, larger circle, to too great hurry :—On
the word Forward^ (houlders are fquar-

ed, and the pivot marches dire6l to the

front.

When the directing pivot is on the

outward flank, and has to defcribe the

circumference of the larger circle, on

L£ft the woid Left Shoulders forward^ ha

Shoulders will, without changing the time, or

forward, length of his pace, gi adually bring round

the rank to the required diredion, fo as

to enable the inward flank to defcribe a

fimilar arc of a lefler circle, concentric

to the one he himfelf is n;oving on.—
During both thefc wheels, the rank dref-

(fcs to the proper pivot, and when he

defcribes the fmaller circle of the wheel,

the other flank, which has more groundl

to go over, will quicken its march, andl

(lep out.—When the pivot defcribes the|

greater circle of the wheel, the othcrl

flank which has lefs ground to go over,!

will ftepfhorter, and gradually conform.!

In the firft cafe, the recruit muft bej

cautioned againft opening out from the!

pivot ; and, in the latter, from crowding
r. • i

: ]on. him.

' The juft petformanceof this mode of wheeling de-M

pends fo much on the direding pivot, that a well-dril

led foldier (hould at firft be placed on the flank nam-

ed, as the proper pivot, and changed occafionally.

It is ufed, when a column of march (in order to fol-

low the windings of its route) changes its direction if

'general, lefs than the quarter circle.

S. 24.

The fo

and pradi

perfedl in

*he foldiei
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With Arms.

iS*. 23. Fojitton of the Soldier,

WHEN the firelock, is given, and is {houldcred,

the perfon of the foldier remains in the pofition de-

(cribed (Section I.) except, that the wrift of the left

hand is turntd out, the better to embrace the butt, the

thumb alone is to appear in front, the four fingers to

be under the butt, the left elbow is a little bent in-

wards, without beingfeparated from the body, or being

more backward or forward than the right one.— rhe
firelock is placed in the hand, not on the middle of the

fingers, and carried in fuch manner that it fhall not

raife, advance, or keep back one (boulder more than

the other; the butt muft therefore be forward, and as

:low as can be permitted without conftraint; the fore

part nearly even with that of the thigh, and the hind

part of it .pre fled by the wrift agairvft the thigh; the

piece mufl: be kept fteady and firm before the hollow

of the fh'-^ulder ; (hould the firelock be drawn back

or attempted to be carried high, in thjtt cafe, one

fhoulder will be advanced, the other kept back, and

the upper part of the body diftorted, and not placed

fquare with refpe6l to the limbs.

Each recruit muft be fcparately taught the pofition

of fhouldered arms, and not allowed to proceed until

[he has acquired it.

^.24. Different Motians of the Firelock*

The following motions of the firelock will be taught

land pra£tifed as here fet down, until each recruit is

Iperfedl in them ; they being neceilary for the eafc ^
|the foldier in the courfe of exercilc.

C 3 Supporting
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/^Supporting arms,

v/j meniioned\ Carrying arms.

m the
I
Ordering arois.

Manual \ Standing at eafe.

Exercife, Attention.

^^Shouldering from the order.

The recruit muft be accuftomed to carry his arms
for a confiderable time together ; it is moft effential he

ihould do fo, and not be allowed to lupport them to

often as is praclifed, under the idea of that long carry-

ing them is a pofition of too much conftraint.

A platooH, company, or battation, are never to

MARCH, or HALT, Or FORM IN LINE, Or DRESS
(which are fituations where the greateft accuracy of

front is required), but with carried arms.—-^ V\ hen

fuch bodies are ftanding and halted, arms may be oc-

cafionallyyi/p/i^r^^^.—When marching in column, or

that fmall divifions are moving any diftance in file,

firelocks mayalfo htfupported.

S. 25. Attention in forming the Squad,

When the Squad or divifion (confiding of from

fix to eight files is ordered io fall irty each man with

carried arms, will as quick as poHible t^ke his place

in his rank, beginning from the flank to whicti he is

ordered to form ; he will drefs himfelf in line by the

rule already given ; afiume the ordered pofition of 2

foldier, and ftand perfed^ly fiill, and fteady, until or-

dered to ftand at eafe, or that fome other command be

given him.—Attention muft be paid, that the files are

tor redly c! ;)fed j that the men in the re^r ranks cove:

well, looking their file leaders in the middle of th;

neck :—That the ranks have their proper diftance

one pace (30 inches) from each other :—That all th(

ranks are equally well drefled:—That the mendpnoi
turn their heads to the right, or left; and that each manj

has the proper unconilraincd attitude of a loldier.

£xcep|

Exc
fome <

and ill
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when
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his arms
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Exce:

Except in the inftru^Slion of recruits and fquads on

I'ome occafions of regimental parade or infpc^^ion,

and in the peculiar cxercife of the light compar.y,

open files are not to be ufed ; and at all times the

battalion, or its moft minute parts, arc to form,

move, and adt at clofe files, fo that each foldier,

when in h'.* true pofition under arms, (houldercd,

and in rank, muft juit: feel with his elbow the touch

of his neighbour with whom he drcfTcs ; nor in any

fituation of movement in front, muft he ever relin-

quifh fuch touch, which becomes in a<5lion, the prin-

cipal diredlion for the prefervation of his order j and
each file, as connected wiih its two neighbouring

ones, muft confidcr itfelf a complete body, ft> ar-

ranged for the purpofe of attack^ or cffcdual defence.

S. 26. open Order.
The recruits being formed in three

Rear Ranks ranks at clqft* order, on the wor4 Rear
take Open Ranks -take Open Order^ the flank men
Order, on the right and left of the center, and

rear ranks, ftep brif^ly back one and
two paces refpedlively, face to their

right, and ftand covered, to mark the

ground on which each rank is to halt,

and drefs at open order ; every other

individual remains ready to move.—
March. On the word March^ the drcflers front,

and the center and rear ranks fall back
one and two paces, each dreffing by
the right the inftant it arj-ives on the

ground.

S. 27. Clofe Order.
Rear Ranks r On the word Rear Ranks take Clofe

take Clofe \ Order, the whole remain perfcdiy
Order. J fteady ;—at the word March^ the ranks
March,

I

clofe within one pace, marching one
and two paces, and then halting,

C 4
I.:
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S, 28. Majinal Exercife.

According to Regulation.

5. 29. Platoon Exercife^
According to Regulation.... I

S, 30. Firings,
T^'hen the recruits have acquirt-d the management

of their arms, and arc perfect in the motions of the

manual and platoon exercifce, ihey will be iiirtrufled

at clofed r.tnks in firinir,

Dirca to thfir front.

Obliquely to the right and left.• By files.
' -

iS. 3 T . Marching to the Front and Rear,

Fig. 2.

>

Caution,

March. \

iii.

1 he fquad, or divifion, is to be par-

ticularly well di'tflcd i files correct

;

arms cariied ; the re^ir ranks covering

exaiSily, ant' each individqal to have hii

jud attitude and pofitionbefore the fquaJ

is ordered to move.-^Tlle march will

be ma'ie by the right or left flanlc, and a

proper trained man will therefore con-

duct it.—The word Squad^ or Divif.oK^

may be given as a caution; and at the

word Marchy each man Heps forward a

full pace.— The recruit muft not turn

his head to the hand to which he is

drefTui^;, as a turnini.' of the flioulders

would undoubtedly follow.-p-His elbov.s

mud be kept fleadv, without conftraiiit;

if they are opened from his body, the|

next man muft be preflbd upon ; if the)'

are clofed, ^here ariles an improper dill

ance which muft be filled upj in either!

cafe waving; on the march will take

Vivace, and muft therefofe be avoided.
'•
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Turning to the right or left, or about,

in march, is not to be at firtt pradtifcd i

Halt^ Frontj'Shui the fqnad is to halt^ front bv com-
March, mar.d, and then lunnh.

agemcnt

-IS of the

nftructed

On many occafions whert a body, creat or fma]!,

ifter a moveTnent to the rear, or in file, is immcdiatelf

to relume its proper front; inft' ad of the words to

iiilt, and face about, the word Halt fronts as one corn-

ind, will be given, when it is inllantiy to f-icc to its

)roper front in line. Nor in general (houlJ there b^;

my fenfible paufc between the tialt front of any body ;

|ind it is after fronting, that the drefling, if ncccfTary,

ordered to take place.

As the being able to march (Iralght forward is of the

Itmoft confequtnce, he who commaiKis at the drill

n\\ take the greateff pains in making his I'quad do fo;

d T^ddf. IS^^^'^ ^^'^ purpoff he will often go behind his fcjiiad,

rdivifion, place himfelf behind the flank file by which

le fquad is to move in marching, and take a point,

ir objci^, exaftly in front of that file ; he will then

mmand Aiarcb^ and, rtmaining in his place, he will

jiredl: the advance of the fquad, by keeping the flank:

|le always in a line with the obje«^L—It is alio from
:hind, that one fooiieft perceives the leaning back of

ic foldicr, and the bringing forward or falling hack of

(houlder ; faults which ought inflantly to h'l re6li-

:d, as productive of the worrt confequencc in a line,

Khcrc one man, by bringing forward a IhouKIgr, may
change the dirc<5tion of the march, ai.d oblige the

ing of a battalion tp run^ in order to keep drcfTcd,

In ihort, it is impoflible to labour too much at

laking the foldler march ftraight forward, keejiing

^vays the fame front as when he fet ofF.—This is

ccted by moving folely from the haunches, keeping
le body ilcady, the (houlders fqu-ire, ancl the head to

le front; and will without ditliculty be attained by
l!iI6i: attention to the rules <j^iven for marchi r.p-, and
arefu! ohf rvancc of an equal length of Hep, and
'.qual ca«.'

to be par-

correal \\

.covering!

3 have his

thefquaJ'

harch will
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not tura
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Si6 P A R T T.

Chtnging from ordinary to guici time^ and frorA

fuici to ordinary timiy muft always be preceded by a

but \n(\ hdlti although thi

Rifrht Turn.

previous, cut initantaneous

not appear efTential for the movements of a fquad, di

vifton, or battalion, it is abfolutely fo for thofe of a

larger body, and is therefore required in fmall oiks,

^ Turning on the march, in order to

continue it, though inaccurate aiid im-

proper for a large body, is neceflary

when companies, or their divifions, arc

moving in file, and that without halt-

ing it is eligible to make them move on

in front i or when moving in front, it

is proper without hailing to make them

move on in fiJe.

As helps for fixing the.true time, ox cadence of the

march, the plummet muft be frequently reforted to^

the words left, right, may when neceflary be repeated,

(lowly for ordinary time, and quicker for quick time,

•— Strong taps of the drum, if in juft time, and regu-

lated by the plummet, are alfo diredted to be give:;

immediately before the word March, thereby to im-

print the required meafure on the mind of the recruit,

but they are on no account, or in any fituation, to h

given during the march.

Left Tiurn.

K.

Rear I

take

OrcU

s.

I
The

fall depl

|ments o
:^ cannot I

^ talion, a

4 fJank m
ien^ther

equality

V To the—

\ Mara

\

S. 32. Open^ and Clofe Order^ on th
March.

I

The iquad, when moving to tk

front in ordinary time, receives tl^

word Rear Ranis take Open Order

on which the front rank continues ii |
march, without altering the pace, ad

the center and rear ranks mark the tim^

viz. the center once, and Iteps oft

the (econd ftep; the rear fteppingoj|

on the third pace.
.'

• . CI

I

i-i-



led by a

his may
^uad, di-

ofe of a

[1 ones,

order lo

aiul ini-

iieceflarv

n

Rear Ranks

take Clofe (

R E C R U I T.-^Wlth /Irmu a;

^ On the word Rear Ranks take Chfe
Order, the center and rear ranks Itep

nimbly up to dole order, and inflantly

refume the pace, at vviuch the Iront

rank has continued to maich.

/S'. 33. March in File to a Flank.

The accuracy of the march in file is fo efl^ntlal in
lions^arc

|^jj depioy^^ejjts into line, and in the internal move-
ments of the divifions of the battalion, that the foldicr

cannot be '.oo much exercifed to it. The whulc bat-

talon, as well as its divifions, is required to make this

^ flank movement without the kalt opening out, or

|lengthening of the file, and in perfcdi cadence, and
fequality of ftep.

out halt

I
move on

front, it-

lake them

nee of the

forted toi

:
repeated,

jick time,

and regu-

) be give:

by to im-

le recruit,

tion, to b;

^To the—face
March.

on tk'

)

\\ig to

[ceives t^
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[ntinues ii J
pace, ar

|k the tim

|teps oft ^
tepping 0:

)

m

Afterfactngt and at the word March^
the whole iiquad fteps oft' at the fame
inrtant, each replacing, or rather ovcr-

ftcpping the foot of the man before

him i that is, the right foot of the fc-

cond man comes within the left foot of

the firft, and thus of every one, more
or lefs over-lapping, according to the

clofcnefs, or opcnnefs of the files, and
the length of ftep.—The front rank

will march flraight along the given line,

each foldier of that rank muft look

along the necks of thofc before him,

and never to right or left : othervvile a

waving of the march will take place,

and of courfe the lofs, and extenfion of

the line, and diifance, whenever the

body returns to its proper front.—The
center and rear ranks muft look to, and
regulate themfelves by their leaders of

the front rank, and always drefs in their

file*—Although file marching is in ge-

neral
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ncral made in quick tlmej yet it nuilr

alfu be pra(5lircd, and made in orJinary

time. Tlic fame pofuioii of f:;et, as

above, takc<^ place in all marching in

front, where tlie ranks are clofc, and

locked up.

With a little attention and praf^ice this mode rf

marchifi^i, which appears fo difficult, will hz found b'

every folcJier to be eaficr than the common method ot

inarching by files, when on every halt the rear mult

fun up to gain the ground it has unneceflkrily lod.

6*. 34. Wheeling in File*

The fquad, when marching in file, muft be accufJ

tcmed to wheel its head to either flank j each file fo|.;^

lowing fucceflively, wi;hout lofing, or cncreafir,.

diftancc,—On this occafion, each file makes its fcpa

rr.te whtel on a pivot :roveable in a very fmall degree

tut without altering its time of march, or the eyes c

the rear ranks being turned from their front rank.-

Tbe front rank men, whether they are pivot men, 0'

not, rnufl keep up to their diftance, and the wheeliii '|

men mud take a very extended ftep^ and lofe no tini

in moving on.

The ufe of mufick or drums to regulate the marr

is abfohitely forbid, as incompatible wiljh the jult' ai;

combined movements of any confideri^ble body, ar;[

giving a falfc aid to the very fmalleft. They never per*!

fevere in the ordered time or any other, are conttantM

changing mtafure, create noife, derange the equaliti

of ftep, ?.nd counteradl the very end they are fuppol I

to promote. The ordered and cadcnced march a
•be acquired and prcfcrvcd from the eye and hai'

alone ; and troops mu{^, by great pradiice, be

ileadied as to be able to maintain it, even thouti

:4Jrums, mufick, or other circumftances fhould >i

ottering a different marked time. On occafions

jparade and fliow, and when troops arp halted, tli
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pre properly iifed, and when circumflances <lo riot

ff^rbid it, may be fomctimes permitted as infpiricinj^

\\-\ coluBin of march where unity of Hep is not l"o

:ritically required. But in all movements of

Inanoeuvres whatever, and as at any time directing

me cadence of the ftep, or in the inftruckion ot the

Recruit, officer^ or battalion, they muft not be heard.

The hnad of a company or battalion marching \v%.

lie, muft change direction in the fame manner on the

lovcable pivot, by gradually gaining the new froin

le old direction, and thereby avoiding the fuddcn

^op that otherwife would take place.

'^•SS-

Right

Chtique.

[F^rward^

Oblique Marching in Trout,

When the fquad is marching in

front, and receives the word To tht

Right^ oblique ; each man, the firf!:

lime he raifes the right foot, will, in-

ftead of throwing it ftraight forward,

carry it in the diagonal dircci:ion, as

has been already explained in Sedh 8,

taking care not to alter the pofition of
his body, flioulders, or head.—Ths
greateft attention is to be paid to the

fhoulders of every man in the fquad^

that they remain parallel to the lincoa
which they firft were placed, and that

the right (boulders do not fall to the
rear, which they are very apt to do m
obliquing to the right, and which im-
mediately changes the direction of the
front.—On the word Forward, the

inciiiie ceafes, and the whole mircb
forward.—In obliquing to the left, the
fame rules are to be oblerved, with the

difference of the left leg going to the
left, and attention to keep up the left

kihoulder..

The



I

lill

I'

i

I

ii\

)f

i

II

n

3« PART I.

The fame in(\runions that are given for ordinary

time, Icrve alfo for quiclc time : but this movement,

though It may be iiiuiicbya fquaJfOrdivihon, ^annot

be required from a larger body in quick, time.

Obliquing to the right, is to be pra6tiled fometimes

with the eyes to the left ; and obliquing to the left,

ivith the eyt's to the right j as bemg ablolutely ne-

cefFary on many occaiionsj for if one of the batta-

lions of a line in advancing be ordered to oblique to

the right, or to the lett, the eyes rauft ftill continue

turned towards its center.

S. 36. Oblique Marching in File.

In obliquing to the right, or left, by files, the

center and rear r:ink men will continue looking to

their leaders of the front rank.—Each file is to con-

fidcr itfelf as an entire rank, and is to preferve tht,

fame front, and pofition of the (boulders, during th;

oblique, a& before it began.— This being a very ulc-

ful movement, the recruits are often to be praiSlilti

in it.
^

iS*. 37. Wheelingforivard from the Halt^

Right Wheel

<' The diref^ions already given for 1

wheeling of a fingle rank (vide Sec

19.) are to be flridtly attended to

this wheel of the fquad.—'On the wc

Right (or ieft^ Wheels the rear ran

. if at one pace diftance, lock up.

March, \ the Mrord March^ the whole ftep to

ther in the quickeft time, and the r

ranks during the wheel, incline foas

cover their proper front rank men.

At the word Halt^ the whole re

k^perfedtly fteady.

HalU

Sh
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S. '^S. Wheeling backward, '^

The fquail muft be pradlifcd in wheeling backward

\\ the qmckclt time.

—

\\\ this wheel, the rear ranks

lay prcfcivc ihcvr diflancc of one pace from each

thcr.—Great attention fhould be paid, to prevent

le recruits from fixing their eyes on the ground.

—

»'ideSca,2i).

U continue i^. 39* Wheeling from the Marchy on a

haltedy and moveable Pivot.

The directions for wheeling on a htilted.^ and on a

veah/e p'woty have already been given, in Sc<Sis. 2.0,

id 22.--The fquiid ihould now be pradtifed in both,

til the recruits are thoroughly confirmed in thofe

vcmcnls.

File.

y files, the

lookini; to

e is to con-

prefer ve tht,

5, during th;

r a very ulc-

be pra«5lik!

;
\

the Hal!

J

, 40. Stepping oiit^—Stepping Jhort^^^

Marking the Time,—Changing the Feet,

ythe Side Step,—Stepping back.

The fquad muft likewife be pra£Hfed

xnjiepping out^ Jlepping /hort^ marking

the timcy changing the feet^ thefidt ''ep-t

TinAjiepping back^ the inftrudions for

which have been fully detailed in the

^foregoing fcdions.

. cannot be too ftrongly inculcated, or too often

jjlcdcd, that wpon the correct equality of march
[bliihed and pra^fed by all the troops of the fame

]y, every juO; movement and manoeavre depends.

|en this is not attended to, difunion, and confufioHy

I neceflarily take place, on the junction of feveral
ilions in corps, although, when taken indivi-

lly, each may be in moft refpeiSls well trained :—
Is in the original inftrudion of the recruit, and
Id, that this great point is to be laboured at, and
incd.—The time and length of ftep, on all occa-
Is, are prefcribed. The tim£ is infallibly afcer-

taincd|
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tained, by the frequent corre<^ions of the pIumntttA

which, when fo applied, will foon give to each.msnl

that habitual meafure fo much defired; and therefore!

every driller muft have it conftantly in his hand ; and,|

as it has been already ohfcrved, before any fquad, ori

larger body is pat in march,, 5 or 6 ftrong taps of the!

drum {hould often be given in txz^ tirn<?, as regu-

lated by the plummet; which will imprfnt the true

meafurL' pn each ear, atid prepare for talcing an accu-

rate ftep iU the word March^ The length of.ftep isl

only to be acquired by repeated trial, and therefore,!

before the recruit, or fcjuad, is put in motion, eachj

inftructor fhould afccrtain the fpace on which he istfi

drill his men ; he will therefore ^fuppofmg that he

himfelf is accurate in his paces, and that there ij

ground for that piirpofe) m^irk out an oblong fquara

of 40 paces by 20, or 30, the corners of which h;p

will afcertain by halberts, ftones, or in any othe|

vifible manner ; along the fides of this figure he wi'l

march the pivot flank of the fquad, making corred

•wheels, and halts at the .^ingles.— The time of Marcl

being fo cxa£lly afcri tained, he will then fee that ths

fides of the oblong arc gone over^t the known nun:j

ber of ftep«; ; and if there beany inaccuracy, he vvi

lengthen or (horten the ftep, till the fquad marchei

with the utmoft pxecifion \ every man preferving hi

juft pofition, andall the other mdifpenfable attentiurj

in marching being ftriftly obfervcd. Where there

a fufHciency 6f groundy the fquads will occafionaiij

march over greater fpaces, but the difl'ances (hou'f

in the fam^ manner be exa£\lyafc6rtained, fo that thej

itwy be no dottbt afe ta the true length of the ftep.-

In proportion to the ftrength of fquads or drills,

or more formed foldiers (hould accompany each,

Tnnrch on the flank, give di fiances, and, in otli:j

points, to regulate the motions of the drill.

•rs-o^i lis r:r D. D. ^ -^

5 •^~,
'

End of Part First,
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PART li.

Of the Platoon, or Company,

iS*. 41. Formation of the Flaforn.

'TpHERecruitbeing thoroughly ground-
'' ed in all the preceding parts of the

drill, is now to be inftru^led in the

movements of the platoon, as a more
immediate preparation for his joining the

battalion: for this purpofe from 10 to

20 files are to be allemblcd, formed^

and told off in the following manner, as

a company in the battalion.

The platoon falls in, in three ranks at clofc or-

ler, with fhouldered firelocks; the files lightly touch-

ing,but without crouding ; each man will then occupy
Tpace of about 22 inches.—The commander of the

jlatoon takes pod on the right of the front rank, co-

hered by a ferjeant in the rear rank.—Two other fer-

[caiits will form a fourth or fupernumcrary rank, three

)aces from the re.ir rank.

The platoon will be told ofF into fub-drvifions, and
If of fufficicnt ftrcngth, into four ((2i5tionc ; but as a

;dion fhould never be lefs than five files, ii will oftea
Jiappen that for the purpofes of march, three fetStions

bnly can be formed.

The four beft trained foldiers are to be placed In the

ront rank, on the right and left of each fub-divifion.

D VVhv^n
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When thus formed, the platoon will be prac^ifcd in

Opening, "7

and > Ranks. (Sec. 26 and 27.)
Clofing ofJ

fto the front, "Jby the right

Drefling< to the rear,

(,in an oblique diredli

and be exercifed in thefeveral motions of the firelock,

as have been flievvn in the preceding part.

Clofe order is the chief and primary order in which]

the battalion, and its parts, at all times aifemble and]

form.

—

Open order is only regarded as an exception

from it, and occafionally ufed in fituations of parade!

and (how.—In clofe order, the rear ranks are clofed

up to within one pace ; the length of which is to be

taken from the heels of one rank to the heels of thej

next rank.—In open order they are two paces diftantj

from each other.

In order to diftinguifli the words c

command given by the inftruSor of tl^i

drill (who reprefents the commander c,j

the battalion) from thofe given by the!

commander of the platoon, or its divi-

fions, the commands of the former are^

in CAPITAL. Letters, thofe of the latter

in ItalU,

h

til

hill

S. 42. Marching to the Front,

Fig. 2. In the drill of the platoon, the perfon

inftru£tlng muft always confiderit as 2

company m battalion, and regulate all it|

movements upon that principle; he wiL

therefore, before he puts it in motion to

front, or rear, indicate which flank is to

dired

&i f
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PLATOON, or COMPANY. 35

direct, by giving the word eyes right,
MARCH, or EYES LEFTi and then MARCH.—

Should the right be the diredting flank,

the commander of che platoon himfelf

will fix on objedts to march upon in a

line truly perpendicular to the front of

the platoon ; and when the left flank is

ordered to diredt, he and his covering

ferjeant will (hift to the left of che front

rankj and take fuch objeds to march
upon.— 1 o MARCH on one objedl only,

and to preferve a ftraight line, is an ope-

ration not to be depended on ; the con-
ductor of the platoon, before the word
MARCH is given, will therefore endea-

vour to remark fome diftaiit objeft on
the ground, in his own front, and per-

pendicular to the directing flank: he

will then obferve fome nearer and inter-

mediate point in the fame line, fuch as

a ftone, tuft of grafs, &c. thefe he will

move upon with accuracy; and as he ap-

proaches the neareit of thofe points, he
muft from time to time chufe frefh ones

in the original direction, which he will

by this means preferve, never having

fewer than two fuch points to move
upon. If no objedl in the true line can
be afcertaincd, his own fquarenefs of

perfon mult determine the diredtion of

the march.

A per Ion placed in the rear ofa body
can, more readily than if placed in its

front, determine the line which is per-

pendicular to fuch frontj and could we
fuppofe ranks and files molt perfedlly

corredt, the prolongation of each file

would be a perpendicular to the ftont of

^the body.

D 2 Af
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As the MARCH of everybody, except in the cafe

of inchnincr, is made on lines perpendicular to its then

front, each individual compofing that body muft in hia

perfon be placed, and remain perfe<5lly fquare to the

given line; otherwrfe he will naturally and infenfibly

move in a direction perpendicular to his own perfon,

and thereby open out, or clofe in, according to the

manner in which he is turned from the true point of

his March.—If the dillortion of a fmgle man operates

in this manner, and all turnings of the head do fo dif-

tort him, it may be eafily imagined what that offeveral

will occafion, each ofwhom is marching on a different

front, and whofe lines of dire£lion are crofling each

other.

Accuracy and (quarenefs of pofition, the equality of I

cadence and ftep, the light touch of the files, which is ?|

never to be relinquifhed, juft diftances, and true lines

of movement, will give, without apparent conftraint,

the head being turned, or the leaft trouble taken in

drefling, the moft decifive exadtnefs in the marches

and operations of thft largeft bodies.

Tne platoon during its march in line, will occ2»|

fionally be ordered to

Step cut - - - vide S(e(Si. - - lO.

Mark Time --— — —-- n.
Step Jhort -_— — —.-- 12.

Open andfclo/e ranks '^ — — - - 32.

Oblique ---— — —-• 2S»

5. 43. The Sick Step.

ICheftde^ or chft*igftep^ muft alfo be frequentl)r praC'

tifed i it is very neceflary and ufeful on many occafion?,

when halted, and when a very fmall diftance is to V

iBoved to either flank :—As for inftance, to open, 0'

clofe files; to join one divifion to, or open it from .^n

other; to regain an interval in line 3 to move a who!:

f battalici
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battalion, or parade, 20 or 30 paces to a flank ; to

uegulate diftances between clofe columnr, before de-

ploying: alterations made in this manner are im-
perceptible from the front, and better made than by
facing, and file marching: the words of command
muft be decided and ftrong.

When the whole platoon is to clofe,

at the word to the right close, the

platoon office r takes one ftep to the front,

and inftantly faces about, the coveri^ig

ferjeant rcpKicing him : On the word
MARCH, the whole move together

^ agreeably to the directions (in Sect.

14). On the word halt, the platoon

officer rcfumes his place, having ftep-

ped in the fame manner as the men, but

fronting them, and thereby affifted in,

preferving the direction.

TO THE
RIGHT
CLOSE.

MARCH.

HALT.

S, 44. T^e Back Step^

The platoon muft be accuftomed from
the halt, at the words step back—

5TFP BACK/ march, to ftep back any ordered num-
•MARCH. \ ber of paces in the ordinary time and

length, as it is an operation that may be

V, frequently required from a battalion.

J:

•r ^

5. 45. File Marching.

:eft face.

0^

In marching by files, the commander
of the platoon will lead the front rank ;

therefore when the movement is by the

left, on the word to thk lkft face,

D 3 he,
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QUICK .

MARCH. <

Ha/t, Front.

P A R T IT.

he, and his covering ferjennt, will in-

(hntly (hift to the left flank of the pla-

toon ; at the word quick march, the

whole ftep off" together (vide Sedl. 18).

and on the word Ha/t^ fronts the leader,

and his ferjeant, will return to their

. pelts on the right.

RIGHT
WHEEL,
MARCH.

Halt, Drcfs,

S, 46. Wheelingfrom a Halt,

In wheeling either forwarder back-

ward from a halt, the commander of the

platoon, on the word right or left
WHEEL, moves out, and places himfelf

|

one pace in front of the center of his pla-

toon: during the wheel, he turns to-i

wards his men, and inclines towards

that flank which has been named as the

diri^dting:, or pivot one, giving the wordj

Halt^ Drefs^ when his wheeling manj
has jufl completed the required degree

of wheel : he then fquarcs his platoon,!

but without moving what was theftand-|

ing flank, and takes his pod on the di-

^reding flank.

<

u
\

iS. 47. Wheelingforward by Sub-divi/iom.^

" ''-. from Line^ ,}x. ,\

CAUTION. I On the caution by sub-divisions,
TO THE RIGHT WHEEL, the Com-
mander of the platoon places himfelf one

ij.-f r 1 P«ice in front of the center of the ri^ht

^ ' lub-

.'I'
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fub-divifion, at the fame time the men
on the right of the front rank of each
fub-divifjon face to the ri^ht.

At the wf^rd march, each fub-divi-

fion flcps ofFin wheeling time, c^bferv-

ing the directions given in Se6t. 19 and

37. The commander of the platooa

turning towards the men of the leading

fub-divifion, and inclining to its left

(the proper pivot flank) gives the word
Pilt, Drefiy for both fub-divifions, as

wheeling man i "^''ing the laft ftcp

that Hnifhes the whwCl fquare; and in-

Itantly ports himfelf on the left, the pivot

flank.—The ferjeant coverer, during

the wheel, goes round by the rear, and

takes poft on the pivot flank of the fe-

cond fub-divifion.—It is to be obferved,

that the commander of the platoon in-

variably takes poft with the leading fub-

divifion; therefore, when the platoon

wheels by fub-divifions to the left, the

commander of the platoon moves out to

the center of the left fub-divifion, and
during the wheel inclines ti wards the

right, now become the proper pivot

Hank of the fub-divifions.

(

The prober pivot flank in column, is that which,

hen wheeled up to, preferves the divifions of the line

I the natural order, and to their proper front : the

,,^ther may be called the reverfe flank.

•'divt/ionii''^m In column, divifions cover and drefs to the proper

fivot flank; to the left, when the right is in front; and

fo the right, when the left is in front.

IVISIONS,

the com-

himfelfone

)f the risfht

fub- D4

«

i
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CAUTION.

\

5*. 48. WhceUng backward by Sub-dht-

fiomfrom Line.

f^ The platoon will alfo break into open

column of fub-divifions by wheeling

backwards.—When the right is intend-

ed to be in front j at the caution by
SUB-DIViSlONS ON THE LEFT, BACK-
WARD WHEEL, the commander of the

platoon moves out brifkly and places

himfelf in front of the center of the right!

fub-divifion.—The man on the left of*

the front rank of each fub-divifion ati

.the fame ti.ne faces to the right.

fiARCH. f On the word MARCH, each fub-divi-

fion wheels backward in quickeft time,!

a$ directed in Se<5t. 21. and Se6l. 38.

During the wheel, the commander of

Fig. 4. A.j the platoon turns towards his nien, in-

clining at the fame time to the left, or:

pivot flank, and on completing the

wheel, gives the word Halt^ Dre/s^ to

both divifions : he, and his coverin?

ferjeant, then place themfelves on the fj

\left flanks of their fub-divifiOiis.

It may be confidered as a rule almoft general (the

jj-eafons for which are given in the following part) that

all wheels of the battalion, or line (when halted, and

when the divifions do not exceed 16, or 18 files) into

column, (hould be backward.—And all wheels from

column into line, forward.—The only necefl'ary ex-

ceptions feem to be in narrow ground, where there \\

]pot room for fuch wheels.

^alt^ r efs»

4

^

l\ m
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[A?, 49. Marching on an AiigJiemcnt^ in

Open Column of Siib-divijions.

The platoon having wheeled back-
wards by fub-dlvifions frorn line, (as

direifled in the foregoing Sscli in) and
a diftant marked object in the prolonga-

tion of the two pivot flanks being

taken ; the commander of the platoon,

who is now on ilie pivot flank of the

leading fub-divifton, immediately fixes

on his intermediate points to march on
(vide Sed. 42.) On ti.e word march,
given by the inflrut'^lor of the drill, both
divifions ftcp off at the fiime inftant

;

the leader of the firft divifion marchina:

. ^ . with the utmoft fteaJinefs and equality

[Fig, 4* A.( of pace on the points he has taken ; and
the commander of the fccond divifion

preferving the leader of the firft in an
exa6t line with the diftant objc«5l; at

the iarrij tirr.e he keeps the diftancc

neceliary for forming from the pre-

ceding divifion ; which diftance is to

be taken from the front rank.—Thefe
objedts are in themfelves fufficient to

occupy the whole attention of the lea-

ders of the two divifions ; therefore

they muft not look to, nor endeavour

to correal the march of their divifions,

which care muit be entirely left to the

non-commilli'^''ned oiTicers of the fuper-

Inumerary rank.

^.
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HALT.

L E F T \V H E F. L

S» ^0. Wheeling into Line from Open.

Column of Sub-divijions.

7 he platoon being in op^n column
of fub-div'i lions, marching at the crdi-

nary ftep on the alignement, receives

the v/ord halt, from the inftrudtor of|

the drill; both divifions inftantiy halt,!

and the iiiftru6tor fees that the leadersj

of tile divifions are correal on the line

in virhich they have moved j he theni

gives the word (fuppofing the right of!

the platoon to be in front) by fub-l

divifions to the left wheel into

Li^E; on which the commander o!

the platoon goes to the center of his

fub-divifion, the two pivot men face to|

their left exactly fquare with the aligne-

ment, and a ferjeant runs out and placcs|

himfelf in a line with them, fo as toj

mark the precife point at which the!

right flank of the leading fub-divificn!

is to halt, when it (hall have complete(]|

its wlieel.— At the word march|
the whole wheel up in quickeft time;3

during the wheel, the commander oij

the platoon, turning towards his meni

inclines to the wheeling flank, and

gives the word Halt^ Drefs^ at the mo.|

mcnt the wheel of the divifion is com-

pleting; the commander of the pla-

toon, if neceflary, correds the interna!:

drelfing of the platoon on the ferjean:

and pivot men ; this drefTmg muft be

quickly made, and when done, the

commander of the platoon gives thel

word Eyes fiont^ in a moderate tone cS

voice, and takes port in line, as diredcc

in SecV. 41.
[i

MARCH.

ilaltj Drefi.

EyesfrGiit.
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In all wheels of the divifions of a column that are to

t)emadc on a halted pivot in order to form line, the

Jank firelock of the front rank on the hand wheeled

lo, is fuch pivot, not the officer who may be on that

lank, and whofe bufincfs is to conform to it.

All wheelings by fub-divifions, or fcftions, from

Ine into coluum, or from column into line, are per-

)rined on the word given by the commander of a

attalion, when the whole of a battalion is at the fame

iftant fo to wheel; or on the word given by the com-
iander of the company, when conipanics fuigly, or

kceifively, fo wheel : they are not to be repeated by

te leaders of its divifions.

r.

1. 51, In Open Column of Sub -divifions

ivbeeling into an Aligncmmt.

The platoon being in opsn column
of fub-divifions, marching inordinary

time; when its leading divifion arrives

at the ground, where the wheel is to

ilt^Wheel commence, it receives the word 7/^//,

rights or left^ wheels from its com-
mander; on which the rear ranks, if

at one pace diftance, lock up; the

flank front rank man alone halts, and

faces into the new uircciion, while the

others quicken their p<iceto the wheel-

ing time, and regulate their ftep by the

outward hand (to which they have

turned their eyes), until the wheel is

compK ted.— e then gives the word

^It^DrefsJ Halty Dref y for his divuion to drefs to
'

the himd it is to move b) ; and when-
ever the fecond divifion, which has

continued to advance in ordinary time,

arrives cK^fe on the wheeling point, he

gives
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flh

TU!t, TVhccL

Halt, D'efi.

March,

March, gives his divifton the word March^TiWi

moves on in ordinary time, fo r.s its f-carj

r.inlc does not cccafioncvcn a momen-j
taryftop to the divilion behind ir,whichi

at that inftant receives the word lVhce\^\

then lialt^ ^'{/^i ii"d finally March^

whenever tlic leading divifion his

gained its proper dilUnce from it.

The officer conducting the leading (and every!

other} divifton of the column in march, on any given;

point or objc6t where it is to wheel into a new direc.j

tion, and to its proper pivot hand on a halted pivot
;(

always itops at that point, or object, ciofe on his ow,

outward hand, and gives the word WHi-i-L, when th.

fiontrank of his divifion has taken ONE pace beyoiKi

fuch objcjfl ; he thus allows fpace for his own perfonj

(wl'.en the wheel is fmiflicd) to move on clofe behindj

the ne'A' direction of march.

But if the proper pivot flank is to be the whcelinjj

one, each commander of a divifion gives his woi\

WhecU -s he fuccelTively arrives at fuch a diftanaj

from the point on which he has moved, as thatatthiS

completion of the wheel, his divifion may halt per.|

fcndicular to the new line, but with the given point,|

of couifc, beliijid the proper pivot; and that he alli)

ill his own perfbn be on the new direction, preparc||

to give his word March^ ar>d to proceed.

The fub-divifions muft take care that they continul

their march correctly upon, and wheel exactly attl;tj

point where the leading one wheeled, and that thejj

do not Ihift to either flank, which, without much ah

tention, they are apt to do.

In this manner the fub-divifions fucceed eacJ

otb.er J and if the words ofcommand be jullly giveiil

J10 ftop made on arriving ai the wheeling point; th|

vIkjcIs performed at an increafed time and ftep ; ai:t

the proper halt, drefiin?, and paufe, be made aftel

the wheel ; no extenfion of the column will tak

pbct'J
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T)hcc,but the juft diflanccs between the divifions will

Ibc prefer vc J.

I

The officer condiiflin^; the ilirc^5^itig flank of a di-

Ivifion may, during the wheel, bj aclviuvceJ on." or

Itwo paces before it,rind remain fo, facin i; to the i[<\\\k^

uU he may the more critically be eji\l<inl to L;ive liis

word Ila 'i f at which inrtanr, he will again plice

limfelf on t!ie flank ready to judijc his diftancf, and

tof^ivethe word March.
o

^2. In Open Colunm of Sub'divifions

^wheeling into a new Directi^n, on a mo'VC"

able Pivot,

Right

Shoulders

fonvard.

r The commander of the leading Tub-

divifion, when at a due lifta \:e froin

the intended new di-c^lif^n will 1;' 'C

the word Rl^ht (o: left) Shoulders }
-

ivard (vide Sect. 22), a: id he hi i)felf

carefully prefcrving the rat. -^^ march,
without the lead altcratio 1 of flep or

time, will begin to circle in his own
perfon from the old into the new di-

reiStion, fo as not to make an abrtipt:

wheel, or that either flank Hirill be {la-

tionaryj the reft of his divifion on the

principle of drefling will conform to

the direction he is giving them : when
this is efFciSled, he will give the word
F<9rii;^r^.—The leader of the fecond

fub-divifion, wh'.'/i he arrives at the

ground on which the firft began to wl'iCei,

will in this m:mner follow the exadk

track of the lirft, always prcferviny his

V,proper c'iKance from him.

Thus, without the conftraint of formal wheel?, a
[olumn, when not confined on its flanks, may be con-

(ucted in all kinds of winding and ch:i;)geabie direc-

tions*.

Forward,
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tions : for if the changes be made gradual and circlmg,

,

and that the pivot leaders of divifions purAje their |
proper path at the fame uniform equal pace, thetrucj

diitanccs of divifions will be preferved, which is the

great regulating object on this occafion, and to which

every other coniideration muft give way.

To whichever hand the wheel is made on a move-

able pivot, it is made within, and cuts off the anglei

formed by the interfedion of the old and new direc-|

tions.

In wheeling in column of march on a fixed pivot,

|

the outward file, whether officer or man, is the oi\'i\

wheeled on.

S. 53. Countermarch by Files,

The platoon, when it is to countermarch, muft al-

ways be confidcred as a divifion of a battalion in co-

lumn ; the inftrudor of the drill will therefore, pre-

vious to his giving the caution to countermarch, fig-

fiify whether the right or left is fuppofed to be in front,

that the commander of the platoon, and his covering

ferjeant, may be placed on the pivot flank before fuch

caution is given, as it is an invariable rule in the

countermarch of the divifions of a column by files,

that the facings be made from the flank, then the

pivot one, to the one which is to become fuch,

r On the word, to the right, or

FACE. left, FACE, the platoon faces, the com-
mander of it immediately goes to the

ot.ier flank, and his covering ferjeant

advancing to the I'pot which he has

quitted, faces to the right about.—At
QUICK the word quick march, the whole,

MARCH. except the ferjeant coverer, fi:ep off to*

gether, the platoon officer wheeling

, Ihort round the rear rank (viz. to his

\ right, if he has ihifted to the right of
*

the
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the platoon; or to his left, if he be on
the left of it) ; and proceeds, followed

by the platoon in file, till he has con-
ducted his pivot front r.ink miin cl(;fc

to his ferjeant, who has remained im-
moveable ; he then gives the words

Halt.f Frofit, and Drtp^ fquare?, ami
clofes his platoon on his ferjeanr, and
then replaces him.

All countermarches by files neccfTaiily tend to an
extenfion of the files ; unity of liep is therefore abfo-

lutely indifpenfable, and the greateft care mufi: be

taken that the wheel of each file be made clofe, quick,

and at an increafed length of ftep of the wheeling^

man, fo as not to retard or lengthen out the march of

the whole.

Companies, or their divifions, when brought up in

file to a new line, are not to ftand in that pofition,

till the men cover each other minutely : but the infta'ic

the leading man is at his point, they will receive the

word Halt,, front^ and in that fituaiion clofe in. and

drefs corredly.

iS'. 54, Wheeling on the Center of the

Platoon,

The platoon muft be accuftomed to wheel upon its

center, half backward, jialf forward, and to be plinble

into every (hape, which circumltanccs can require of

it; but always in order, and by a decided command.

The Words of Command arc,

RIGHT,
-J

LEFT, I
>\VH]ON

PLATOON,
VOUR CENTER [££L.

. RIGHT ABOUT, {TO THE I ' 1
tLEFT ABOUT, J

( When the wheel to be made is to the

right, or rightabout, tne right half j^la-

toon is the one to wheel backward, and
the

i
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MARCH.

<

Btjlt, Dn/s.
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the left forward.—The rcverfe will take

place, when the wheel is to be made to

the left, or to the left about.—On the

word MARCH, the whole move top;e-

iher in the qui> k' ft time, regulatiri^

by the two flank men, who, during the

wheel, preferve themfelves in a line

with the center of the platoon; asfoon

as the required de{«;ree of wheel is per-

formed, the commander of the platoon

gives the word Halty Dre/s, and in-

Itantly fquarcs it from that flank on
which he himfelf is to take poft.

aS*. 55. ObUqiie MarcJjing,

The inflru6lor of the drill will have the oblique

march frequently pradifed, in platoor, in fub-divi-

fions, and in file : (vide Se£l. 35, 36.) He will fee

when in divifions, that the re.ir ranks lock well up,

and cover exadly —when in file, that the exadl dif-

tances are prefcrved between the files : and in both

cafes, that the platoon, during its march, continues

parallel to the pofitioji from v-'hich it commenced ob-

liquing.

)S. 56. Increafing and dhnhnjl:lng the

Front of an Open Column halted.

Fig. 5. B. Increafing,

The platoon (landing in open colun^n
of fub-iiivifions, (luppofc the right in

front ) receive^ tron\ the inftructor of the

drill a caution to Form Platoon— The

commander

FORM
PLATOON.
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ll take

ade to

3n the

toge-
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ub-divi-

will Tee

well up,

;aa dif-

in both

ntinues

\nccd ob-

the

column

Iright in

lor of the

\i\— Ihc

timaiicier

Rear S, divi-

fion^ left

Ohltque,

commander ofthe p!atoon turning round

inftantly orders, Rear Sub-divtjion^left

Oblique.^^ March. When it has

obliqued fo as to open its right flank.

$. March. \ he gives the word Forward y anJ on its

forward.

Fig. 5. A.

FORM SUB-

DIVISIONS.

Left Stib^

diviforiy in-

wardsface.

^ March,

arriving in a line with the firftdivifion,

he orders. Halt, Drefsy and takes poll

^on the left, the pivot flank of the platoon.

D'lminijhing.

On the cautionary command from
the inftru6lorof the drill to form sub-
divisions, the ferjeant roverer falls

back to mark the point where the left

flank of the fub-divifion is to be placed.

—The commander of the platoon ad-

vancing one ftep, orders Left Sub-

divifion, inwards face^ and inftantly on
facing, the three leading files difengagc

to the rear.

Hdlty Front,.

Lefty Drefs.

At the word ^ Alarch, the file pafl!es

round, and behind the ferjeant, and at

the proper inftant receives the words ;

Ha/ty Front—Lefty Drefs,^Thc com-
mander of the platoon is now on the

left flank of the firft Aib-divifion, and
, (^ his ferjeant on that of the fecond. .

It Is to be obferved as a general rule In diminifhing

the front of a column, by the doubling of fub-divifions

or fciftions (whether the column be halted or in mo-
tion) that the fub-divifion or fe^^ion, on the rewrfi
flank, is the one behind which the other fub-divifions

or fe6^ions, double.—Thus, when the right is in

front, the doubling will be in the rear of the right

tiivifion ; and, vice verfa, when the left is in front j by
which means, the column is at all times in a fituation

to form line to the flank, with its divifions in their

natural order, by fimply wheeling up on the pivot

.-, . £ flanks.
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flanks.—And in hicrcafing the front of a column, the

rear fub-divifions, or fedlions, oblique to the hand
the pivot flank is on; fo that when the right is in

front, the obliquing will be to the left; and the re-

vcrfe when the left is in front, • ;. •

.1 4 ,

S. sj. Increafmg and dim 'ntjhing the Front

of an Open Column o?. the March.

Fig. 6. B.

1

FORM
VLATOON.

.. , ,\ : ,-> i

'

Left oblique,

SiuickMarch

Forward,

•no

•iVM

2--
Ordinary.

Increaj ng.

" The platoon m rching at the ordi-

nary time in open column of fub-divi-

fions (fuppofe the right in front), re-

ceives from the inftruiSlor of the drill

the cautionary command, form pla-
toon J the commander of the platoon

inftantly turning round gives the words

Left oblique-'^ick march ; on which

the • rear fub-divifion obliques to the

left, and as foon aS its right flank is

open, receives the word, Forward.—
When it gets up to the firft fub-divi-

fion (which has Continued to nriarch,

with the utmoft fl:eadinefs, at the ordi-

nary pace), the commander of the

platoon gives the word Ordinary^ and

takes poft on the pivot flank, towards

which he has been rhovin^.

^ Fig. 6. A,

* ro?.M su%-

'"©iVISlONS.

''^' Left Sub'di-

vifiiny Mark

Jov.'j i i'.'j :

7',

-'" a

'i , Dimin'tjbing, >

r When the inftru($l:dr of the drill give;

the taution to form sub-divisions,

the cortimander of the pliatoon advanc-

ihg; 'one ^cp, imnlediately orders, Vtf\

ftkb-idiyiji6n^ Mark titrn; this it does

until the rightbne, virhii-'h continues its

'rriarCh ftcadily at the lordrnary'pace, has

cleared

lit
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I

cleared its flank i he then orders the left

^I'tck oblique I {\ih-diW\'i\o\'\^ ^41ck ohliqiu^ and when
he perceives that it has doubled pro-

perly behind the right one, he gives

Forward, the word, Forward^ on which it takes

up the ordinary march, and follows at

its due diftance of wheeline, he himfclf

being t' n pl.iced on the pivot flank of

the fab-divifion, and his lerjcant on
v^ihat of the fecond.

The fame diredhons that apply to iricrcafing or di-

mlnifliing by fub-divifions, apply equally by i'.ctions,

which individually repeat the fame operations.

Incrcaiing and reducing the front of a column, is

^n operatiotj that will frequently occur in the march
of large bodies ; and it is of the uimort importance

that It be performed with exadtncfs. The inlhucftor

of the drill muil therefore be particularly attentive,

that the tranfition from one ficuation to the other be

made as quick as poflible; that the leading divifion

coiuinues its march at the regular time and length of

pace, and the exa(5l diftances between thedivifions be

accurately preferred.—During the operation, the

ranks muft be clofed, arms carried, and the greateft

attention required from each individual.

aS. 58. The Platoon in Open Column of
Siib-divijions to pafs a J1.^ort Defile^ by

breaking off Files,

C. r The platoon is fuppofed in open
column of fub-divifions, with the right

'g- 7-

CO

in

BREAK OFF

3 FILES.

front, marching in ordinary time ;

when the leading divifion is arrived

within a few paces of the defile, it re-

ceives from the inftrudlor of the drill

an order to break o£F a certain number
E 2 of

\ I



J

52

II:

till
I

I

if

lit

Three fileSy

right turn. \

PART II.

Two files

^

of files, (fuppofe three).—The com*
mander of the leading divifion inftantl/

gives the words, Three files on the left^

right turn ; the named files immediately

turn to the right, and uheel out in rear

of the three adjoining files.—The com-
mander of the fub-divifion himfelf clofes

into the flank of the part formed.—
When the fecond fub-divifion comes
to the fpot where the firft divilion con-

tradlcd its front, it will receive the fame
words of command from its own leader,

and will proceed in like manner. r

r Should it be required to diminifh the

front of the column one or two files

more, the commander of the leading

divifion will, as before, order the de-

fired number of files to /«r«; on which
right turn, ( thofe already in the rear will incline to

the right, fo as to cover the files now
ordered to break oft', and which arc

wheeling cut in the manner already

^prefcribed.

In tliis movement, the files in the rear of the fiib-

divifions muft lock well up, fo as not to impede the

march of the fucceeding divifion.

^ As the defile widens (or the inftruc-

tor of the drill (hall diredl) the com-
mander of the leading fub-divifion will

order files to move up to the front, by
giv ing the word, On^, two, or three files to

thefront
'f
on which the named files turn

to their front (the left), and lengthening

their pace, march up, file by file, to the

front of their fub-divifion, and immedi-
ately refume the ordinary pace,—Thofc
files which are to Continue in the rear

will oblique to the left, lengthening alfo

their ftep, till they cover, ar.d are clofed

up

Threefiles to

ihefront.
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Lup
to the three files on the left fliink of

their fub-dtvifion.

»?. 59. Marching in ^ick Time.

The platoon muft frequently be { aflifed to march
in quick time, particularly in hie, until the men have

acquired the utmoft pricilion in this movement, which
is fo cifential in all deployments from clofe column.—
The platoon will alio occafionally be marched in

front at the fame ftcp, as it may be frequently re-

quired from fmall bodies.

HALT,
TRONT,
CAUTION.

MARCH.

*y. 60. Forming to the Frontfrom File,

^ The platoon when marching in file

may form to its front, either in fedlions,

fub-divifions, or in platoon.—The right

flank being fuppofed to lead, on the

word, HALT, FRONT, the platoon in-

\ ftantly halts, and faces to its left : the

CAUTION is then given, by sectione,
SUB-D1VISIONS,ORPLATOON,OS THB
LEFT BACKWARD WHEEL, and at the

word MARCH, the wheel ordered is

made, in the manner diredcd inSedt.^S.

f But in fituations where it may have

been neceflary to order an extenfion of

files (fuch as will fometimes occur in

marching through the ftreets of a town)
a body thus moving, in order to avoid

incorrect diftances between the divi-

. fions, may form to the front in the foU

£ 3 lowing
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FRONT
FORM PLA-

TOON.

Eyes left*

FRONT
FORM SUB-

DIVISIONS.
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<

Front form*

'PART IT.

lowing manner, either by platoon, fub-

divifions, or fe^lions.—On the word,

TOTH*^ FRONT FORM PLATOON; the

front ranic man of the leading li!c alone

halts, and is infl-antly covcird by his

center and rear rank men : every other

file o( the platoon mnlces a half face to

the left, and fucccflively moving up,

dreflitjs on the right file j when the

commander of the platoon fees it is

properly dreffed, he gives the word,
Eyes left^ and places himfelf on the

pivot flank.

Shou'd the order have been, to the
FROMT form sub-divisions (FORM
sections), the leading fub-divifion,

or fe6lion, will proceed in the manner
already detailed frr the platoon ; the

fucceeding fub-divifions, or fe^^ions,

will each continue moving on, until

its front file arrives at the proper form-
ing diftance from the divifion in its

front, when it will receive from its

commander the word, To the front

form^ and will inftantly form' up by
files in the manner already dcfcribed.

»S\ 6 1 . Formingfrom File to either Flank,

The platoon marching in file (fuppole from t"he

right) has only to halt and front, to be formed to the

left flank.

To form to the right it will receive

the ^cyrd. To the rightform ; the front

rank nrian of the leading file, inftantly

turns to his right, and halts; his cen-

ter and rear rank men at the fame time

move round and cover him. All the

2 other

Rightform.
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^j, )
other files of the platoon make a half

turn to their left, and move round fiic-

cpfllvelv, in a line with the right hand

file ; the center and rear rank men of

each file keeping clofed well up to their

L file leaders.

RIGHT FORM.
PLATOON.

;u ,«»

il

5'. 62. To form to either Flanks from
. Open Column of Sui-aivi/ions.

( The platoon marching in the or-

HALT, 1 dinary time in open column of fub-divi-

LEFT WHEEL/ fions, to form to its left, receives the

INTO LINE. ^ words, HALT, LEFT WHEKL INTO
MARCH, LINE-^MARCH, &c. and procccd as

L ^^^ already been (hewn in Sc<Slion 50.

To form the platoon to its right

flank, the inftru6lor of the drill givts

the cautionary word of command, to
THE RIGHT FORM THE PLATOON ;

on which the commanders of the fe-

veral divifions fhift to the right flank,

and the commanderof the leading fub-

divifion inftantly gives the word to his

divi/ion, Halt^ right wheel; and when
it has wheeled fquiare, he orders, Ha/t^

right drejs\ goes to the right flank of

his divifion, and dreffes it on the in-

tended line of formation.—The com-
mander of the other fub-divifion, on
the leading one being ordered to wheel,

gives the word. To the left oblique^ and

gradually inclines, fo as to be able to

march clear ofthe rear rank of the di-

vifion forming; this being well effedt-

«d, the word, Forward, will be given

to th& divifion, and it will move on in

^
^ i E 4 •'

. the

.j<^

Halt^ right

wheel.

Ha/t, right
'

drefs.

:l I.!

Left oblique.

Forward,

'-'
...;tr>u5

1

i
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Ilalty right

wheel.

Halt, drefs

up.
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'

the rear of the one formed.—.When the

fecond fub-divifioii is arrived at the left

flank of the fiift, its commander gJves

the word, Right wheels then Halt^drejs

up ; on which the Divifion moves up in-

to the line, with the one formed; and

its commander, from the left of his firfl

divifion, dri Acs his own on the given

flank point, as quickly and as accurately

as poflible, and refunies his prop.r

\^platoon place.

5. 63. The Platoon moving to the Fronts

to gain Ground to a Flank, by a March
in Ecbeiion^ by Se&ions.

Fig. 8. z'

SECTIONS,
RIGHT.

FORWARD.

In the drill of the platoon, when the

foldier is completely formed, he may be

taught to march in cchellon, by fc6^ions.

This is a very ufeful movement for a

battalion, or large body moving in line,

that is required to gain ground to a

flank, and may be fubftituted inftead of

the oblique march.—It will be pet-

formed in the following manner :

The platoon marching to the front

in the ordinary time, receives the word,
BY SECTIONS TO THE RIGHT; the

right hand men of the front rank of

each feilion, turning in a fmall degree

to their right, mark the time two or

three paces, during which the fe(5tions

are wheeling in ordinary time on
their pivot menj at the fourth pace,

and at the word, Forward'^ the whole
move on dire6l to the front that each

fedtion hiis now acquired, and the

commander
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commander of each fc<f>ion, having
taken port on the right of his divifiori,

the platoon continues its march 11

cchellon.

FORM PLA-[

TOON.

FORWARD.

^

On the wonl, form platoon, tlie

pivot n^rn mark the time for three

paces, turning back in a finall degree

to their left, the original front, and tlic

fetStions inftantly wheel backward into

lincj at the fourth pace the whole move
forward. When ihe platoon is in two
ranks only, two pac'::s inftead of three

will be fufliicicnt to mark time, and to

flepofFat the third, inltead of the fouitli

pace, -..'.;

FORM TWO
DEEP.

l^^FT FACE.
QUICK
MARCH.

^9. 64. From three Ranksforming in twj
Ranks^

^ The platoon halted, ii. ordered, for

m

TWO DEEP; the rear rank men of the
left fub-divifion indantly ftep back one
pacej on the word, left FAC£,t icicar
rank of both fub-divifions facej the
word QUICK MARCH is then given, on
which ihc men of tne rear rank of the
left fub-divifion ftepfhort, until thofeof
the right get up to them; they then
move on with them in file ; as their rear
is clearing the left flani; of the platoon,
the commander (who has fhiftcd to this

flank during the movement) gives the
words Hnlt^frout^drefi «/^, he i .ftaruly

drefles them on the ftanding part of his

I

platoon, and refumes his poft on the
right.—One third, or one more Tub-

j
divifion, is thus added to the front of tl-

1 company.

Fig. 9.

Ihihyfront,

Dreji up.

lie

\

\

''

)

If
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It a but till ion isflanding in open column, it may thus

iMCicafe the front of its compi.r':'- before it forms in

line:— But if it is already inlia.^ ""J is thus to incrcafc

Its front, its companies mufl tai,,- frfhcient intervals

from each ether, before their rcfpcwVive rrar ranks can

come up.—If a battalion in line is ported, and without

deranoiiijr its ff(>nt is to lengthenout a flank by iheiiid

of its rear rank; it would order that rank to wheel

backwards by fub-divifions: 'J he lalt fub-divifion of

c:ich company would clofe up to its firft one: All the

fub-divifions (on the head one) would move forward

to open column : An ofTicer would be named to com-

niivnd thofe of each two companies: The open column

would moveon, and wheel into line on the flank of the

>)attalion.—In this manner alfo would a line of feveral

battalions lengthen itfclf outby the rear ranks ofeach.

S. 65. From two Ranksforming into three

^ ' Ranks. '1

' Fig. 9.
• FORM
THREE
UEEP.

' RIGHT
FACE.

O^UICK

MARCH.

•^ r

Hali^front.

^ The platoon being halted and told ofF

into three fcdlionf, it receives the word
FORM THREE DEEP; on which the

third fcflion inftantly fteps back one

pace; the woid right face is then

given, and the man on the right of its

front rank, on facing, difengages a little

to his right; on the word qyicK
MARCH, the front rank men of the

third fc6lion flep off, thofe of the

other rank mark the time till they have

paf}, and then follow. When the

leading man has got to the right of the

platoon, the commander gives the word
Halty fronty on which each man halts,

faces to his left, and inftantly covers

v^^his proper file leader.

A rear

i( :\i
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A rear rank wliich has lengthened out, and iuirref*,

on the fl.mk of its battalion, would return to its place

In' whc'clini^ back into open coluniii of fub-aivilion"^ ;

marching till each arrived at its fl ink point ; the Iea.l-

in;j; r^ink of each would vvh.cl iipanJ cover
i atid the

lecond rank would move behind it, and alio wheel u^j.

Kxercifc

of

Company,

S. 66. 67. 6S. 69. -^ -
r

In purfuance uf the foregoinLj |n-

(Irudtioiis, and on :iic princijjles they

contain, every con\pn?'y of a hattali(>n

mufl be frequi.':uly cxercil-edby its own
ofBcers, each fuperiiitenJing a rank, or

an allotted part of the wIioIj.—And on
the fpace of 70 or 80 yarJs (Ijuaie, ran
ev^ry circuindancc be pia^lHkd that is

necelTary to qualify it for the opcrntions

of the b.'.ttalion.—That fpace belni';

pointed out by under-ofilccrs, or other

maiks, as diredicd at the latter end of

the firft parr, the company will exercile,

both at open and clofe files, without

, arms, and with arms, as follows :

"
• By Riwks, > ,

1. March in fingle file, by fucceflive ranks, along

the 4 fid€S of the fquare.—The fame, by twos.

2. Marc^x, and wheel, by ranks of fours :—File off

fingly and double up, prelerving proper dillances, and'

not quickening on the wheel.

3. March, and wheel, by lub-divifions of ranks.

4. March, and wheel, by v/hole ranks.

5. Ma^ch to front, and to rear ; ranks at 10 paces

afandcr. . .^, .. ., .., . ^.

6. March

r
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6. March the company in a fingle rank, to front,
and t© rear, by a flank, and by the center.

7. Oblique by ranks,

8. Open, and clofe files, and intervals, by the fide

ftep.

9. March i^ file, tc cither flank.

10. Ranks fucceflively advance 6 or 8 paces •, halt,

and drefs.—Ranks fucceflively fall back 6 or 8 paces

;

halt and drefs.

1 1. Advance, or retire 2 or 3 flank men j the ranks

drefs to theni.

12. Open, anJ clofe ranks.

At Clofe Ranks, <^nd Files,

13. March, and wheel iu i\\ diredlions, byfub-di-

vifions, and by company.—Shorter ftep, and lengthen

it, the march to he made both in ordinary and quick

time.—The wheels to be made in wheeling time.

14. Advance, and : ctire, 2 or 3 flank files, and drefs

to them. - - .

15. Open, and clofe to the flank, by the fide^ftep,

16. Change front by the connter-march by files.

17. March to the flanks, clofe and without opening

out.—Form to the front, or to either flank.

18. March oblique.

19. Sub-divifions double on the march, and again

form up, by obliquing. ,, .

20. Wheel backwards by fub-divifions.»-»-March

along

a regii

officer

ledge

muft

their ii

and

mand,

of a p

Squa
afield

to the fi

marche

dreffin^

be plac(

u
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along the line, to prolong it :—Form to the flank, by
wheeling up j or to the front by obliquing.

21. Fife from the flank of company to the rear, as

in the paflage of lines: Halt^ Front;— Clofe into

pivot file :—Wheel up, as in forming in line.

22. From 3 deep, form 2 deep.

23. From 2 deep, form 3 deep.

24. Excrcife of the firelock, manual, and platoon,

by ranks, and company.

25. Firings by file-^, fub-divifions, and company.

The neceffary paufes, and formations, betwixt thefe

movements, in order to conneift them, muft ofcourfe

be made.—They may be pr^difedin whatever fuccef-

fion (hall at the time be found proper. The greateft

precifion muft be required, andobfervcd, in their ex-
ecution, according to the rules already laid down.

Every oflRcer muft be inftru6ted in each individual

rlrcumftance required of a recruit, or a foldier ; alfo

;i the exercife of the fword : and accuftomed to give

words of command, with that energy, and preci^lon^

which is fo eflential.—Every officer, on firft joining

a regiment, is to be examined by the commanding
officer ; and, if he is found iniperfe<St in the know-
ledge of the movements required from a foldier, he

muft be ordered to be exercifeel that he may leani

their juft execution. 7'ill he is mafter of thofe points,

and capable of inftru6ling the men under his com-
mand, he is not to be permitted to take the command
of a platoon in the battalion.

Squads of oflicers muft be formed, and excrcifed by
a field officer; they muft be marched in all dirctltions,

to the front, oblique, and to the flank; they muft be

marched inline, at platoon diftance, and prelervetheir

dreiling and line from an advanced center ; they muft

be placed in file at platoon diftance^and marched as in

open

s
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V.

open column; tbey muft chan^,e direclion, as in file,

and cover anew in column. In tin fe and oiiicr fnni-

lar m(.vcmcnts, tlie piict- and the diftanccs are the

grei.t objec^ts to be nuiiitaincd.—From the number cf

flics in divilion, they mull learn accurately to judge

the ground necciFary for Coch, and to extend that know-
ledge to ti.c front of greater bodies. 7'hey muil ac-

quire the habit df rcadib afceit.iining by tb,e eye, per-

pendiculars of march, and tb.e fquarcnefa of t!ie •.^ bet 1.

An officer mull: not only know the poft, which he

ihould occupy in all changes of fituation, the com-
mands which he fhould give, an ! the general intention

of the required movement ; but he Ihould be maftcr

of the prinf iples on which each is made ; and cf the

fiiults that may be committed, in order to avoid thein

hirrfvK, and t/> inftrudl others.
—

'Ihcfe principles are

in thcmielves fo fimple, that moderate rcfl^clio!i, ha-

bit, and attention, will fuon dievv them to tie ey(%

and fix them in the mind j and ir.diiiduals, from time

to time, when qualified, muft be ordered to ex^rcife

the battalion, or its parts.

r The complete in{lru6lion of an officer eniarL'^es

with his fituation, and at laft takes in the whole circle

of militarj fcience :—From the variety of knowledge
required of him, his exertion muft be unremitting,

to qualify himfelf for the progreffive fituations at

which he arrives,

Befides the inftru£lion peculiar to the under-offi-

cers, theyfhould beexercifcd in the fame manner as

the officers arc, as they are frequently called on to re-

place them :—The ntceffity alio of order, fte^idinefs,

andiilencc, and of executin2; every thin^ deliberately

and without hurry, (hould be ftrongiy mcuieated in

the infantry foldier.

'
• D. D.

End of Part Second.
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PART iir.

Of the battalion.

A perfe£l Uniformity in the Fcrmation and Arrange-

ment of all Companies and liattalions, is Indifpen-

fable for the Execution of juft and combined

Movements.
• . !• . '

FORMATION of the COMPANY.

HE company is always to be fized froni flanks

to center.T
The company is formed three deep.

The files lightly touch when f.; clocks are flici''-

dered and carried, hut without c -wding ; and each

man will occupy a fpacc of :h-y\xt 2 i i^.chts.

Clofe order is thtchi^fa.id priiiary order, in which

the battalion and its parts at ./J' times :^?mb!e and

form. Open order is only .' -gaMec^ »«= tn ex«:eption

from it, and occafionally uftd in f'tuations of parade

and fhow—In clcfe or<Jer ; the ofBccrs are in the

ranks, and the rear ranks are cloTcd up vv »'in one

pace.—In open order j the oflkcrv arc advanced three

paces, and the ranks arc two paces diAant from each

other.

Each
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Each company Is a platoon.—Each company forms

twofub-divifions, and alfo four fedtions.—But as fee-

tions (hould never be lefs than five files, it will hap*

pen, when the companies are weak, that they can

only (for the purpofcs of march) form three fedlions,

c* even two feition?.

When the company is fingly formed; the captaia

is on the right, and the cnfign on thcleftj of the front

rank, each covered by a ferjeant in the rciir rank. The
lieutenant is in the rear, as alfo the drummer and pio-

neer in a fourth rank, at three puces diftnncc.

The left of the fr.»at rank of each fub-divifion is

marked by a corporal.—The right of the left fub-di-

vifion may be marked by the other corporal.

When necefiary, the places of abfent officers may
befupplicdby ferjeants, thofe of ferjeants by corpo-

rals, and thofe of corporals by intelligent men.

When the company is to join others, and the bat-

talion, or part of it, to be formed ; the enfign and his

covering ferjeant quit the flank, and fall into the fourth

rank, until otherwife placed.

r„."r:. . : •

'
i .'^»iJ - If

S. JO. When the Company is to fake 0pm
Order from Cloje Order. .^

Rear Ranks, f At this command, the flank men on

take open
\
the right and left of the rear ranks, llep

back to mark the ground on whkh each

rank rcfpedively is to halt, and Irefs at

open diftance ; they face to the right,

and ftand covered ; every other inJivi-

\ dual remains ready to move.

op

Order.

hi
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forms

as fet-

ill hap-

ley can

sdVions,

March.

it

Of ih B ATT ALIO N.

r At this command, the rear rank drcf-

fes front, and the rear ranks fall back

one and two paces, each drefling by the

^ht, the inftant it arrives on its

and :—the officers move out in front

.iiree paces, and divide their ground:

one ferjeant is on each flank of the

front rank :—the pioneer remains be-

hind the centet of the rear rank:—the

drummer places himfelf on the right of

\jhQ right ferjeant.

ts

/

\e 0pm

5. 7 1 . IVhen the Company is to take Clojc

Orderfrom Open Order,

The officers, ferjeants, drummer,
face to the rijiht.

Rear Ranks
take Cloje

Order*

MArch,

The ranks clofe within one pace,

marching one and two paces, and then

halting.

The officers move round the flanks

of the company in their rcfpeiSlive pofts

:

—the ferjeants and drummers fall back,

^nd each individual refumes his place

I ai. in the original clofe order.

The above regards the compajiy when fingle; but

when united in the battalion, other poits are allorteu

to the drummer and pioneer.

F
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FORMATION of the BATTALION,

f,!'

'!

^tl!

}
,

Strengtfi of rj^, i .. v • .

the batta- * he battawon is ten companies,
lion.

Each Company confifts at prefent of

{

I Grenadier,

8 Battalion,

1 Light.

3 Officers,

2 Serjeants,

3 Corporal?,

I Drummer,
30 Private.

Formation When the companies join, and the battalion is

uliou.^*^*
fof'nicd, there is to be no interval between any of them,

grenadier, light company, or other j but every part ot

the front of the battalion fhouid be equally ftrong.

Each company which makes a put of the flimc line,

and is to adt in it, mull be formed kind arfanged in the

fame manner.

Pofition of 'pi^g companies will draw up as follows from rial-t
the compa- . 1 r.. •• r n . • 1 • *"»(

in bat-
^o '^^t!—grenadier^;— hrlt captain and major; 4th

and fifth captain;-— 3d and 6th captain;^—2d captain

andlieutenant-colonel;—light company.-. The co-

lonel's company takes place according to the rank ot

its captain :—the four eldeft captains are on the right

of the grand divifions :—officers commanding com-
panies or platoons, are all on the right of the front

rank of their rcfpetStive ones.

nies

talion.

Divifions. The eight battalion companies will compofe four

grand di'. ifions;—eight companies or platoons,— fix-

te. JJ fub-divifioRs,—thirty-two fcfiions, when fiiffi-

cicndy ftrong to be fo divided, otherwife twenty-four,

for the purpofcs of march.— The battalion is alfo di-

vided into right and left wings.*—When the battalion

is on a war cftabliihment, each company wi'd be di-

vided into tv;o platoons.—When the ten companic*

arc
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are with the battalion, they may then, for the purpofes

of filing or deployings be divided into five grand di-

vifions from right to left.

The battalion companies will be numbered from

the right to the left, i. 2. 3. 4. 5. 6. 7. 8.—The fub-

divifions will be numbeied i. 1» of each ;—tr,c fictions

will be numbered i. 2. 3. 4. ofeach ;
— t'le HiL'sofcom-

panies will alfo be numbered i. 2. 3. 4. &c.—The
grenadier and light companies will be mnnbert d fepa-

ratily in the fame manner, and with the addition of

thofe diftinclions. Thcfe feveral appellations will he

prcfcrved, whether faced to front or rear.

The companies muft be equalized in point (if num- Ccirpm -s

bers, at all limes when the battalion \\. farmed fo: field
'^'' "^^

movement ; and could the battalions of a line nlfo be

equalized, the greateft i.dvantage*; would atifc; but

though from the different ftrengihs oi: hattalions this

cannot take place, yet the firft requifile alwayo muft,

and is indifpenfable.

Ranks are at the diftance of one pice, except the ^^rmatioa

fourth or fupernumerary rank, which has three paces,
^^i;^'^

^^'

All the field officers and the adjutant are mounted.

Thecommandinp; officer is the only officer advanced
in front, for the general purpcfe rf cxtrv.ifc wnen the

battalion is fingle ; but in the mnrch in line, ana in tti«;

firings, he is in the rear of the colours.

The lieutenant-colonel is behind the cclours, fix

paces from the rear -nnk.

The majr)r and adjutant are fix p.^rts in the rear

uf the third ai^l iixth tDUipanint;,

C^ne oiTuer is on the rigjjt of the front rank of each
<~oinpanyor pIutonn,andoneon the left 0/ the barrdion;
<j'l thcfc arc covered in the rear rank, by tliv-ir rei()ccti\ e

\ .'. I'MjcuntSi

m
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rary rank.

PART III.

ferjcants ; and the remaining officers and ferjcants are

in a fourth rank behind their companies.—It is to be
obferved, that there are no covcrcrs in the center rank
to the officers or colours.

The colours arc placed between the fourth and fifth

battalion companies, both in the front rank, and each

covered by a non-commiflioned officer, or ftcady man
in the rear rank.—One ferjeant is in the front rank be-

twixt thecololours; he is covered by a fecond ferjeant

in the rear rank, and by a third in the fupernumerary
rank.—The Ible bufmefs of thefe three ferjcants i?,

when the battalion moves in line, to advance and direct

the march as hereafter mentioned. The place of the

firfi of thofe ferjeants, when they do move out, is pre -

ferved by a named officer or ferjeant, who moves up

from the fupernuiner«ry rank for thatpurpofe.

The fourth rank Is at three paces dlftance when
halted, or marching in line.—When marching in co-

lumn, it muft clofe up to the diftance of the other

ranks.—The eflential ufcof the fourth rank is, to keep

the others doled up to the front during the attack,

and to prevent any break beginning in the rear; Oft

this important fervice, too many officers and nou-

commiifioned officers cannot be employed.

Thepioneers are aflTembled behind the center, form-

ed two deep, and nine paces from the third rank.

The drummers of the eight battalion companies are

afTembled in two divifions, f;x paces behind the third

rank of their fecond and fcventh companies.—The

grenadier and light company drummers and fifcrs arc

fix paces behind their rcii^edive companies.

The mufic are throe paces behind the pioneers in a

firglc rnnk, and at all times, as well as the drummers

and pioneers, are formed at loofe files only, occupying

no more fpace than is neceffary.

The rtaff of chaplain, furgcon, quartcr-maf^cr, and

furgeon*s mate, arc three paces behind the mufick.

Jn
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In gcneriil, officers remain ported with their proper Officen.

companicsi but comtnandingofficers will occafionally

make fuch changes as ihcy may find neceflary.

Whenever tlic officers move out of the Iront rank, J^<:P'"'"S

in parade, marching in column, wheeling into line,
'"^"'**'* ''

or oiherwifc, their places are taken by their ferjeant

coverers, and preferved until the ofHcers again roTumc

ihem.

When the line is halted, and efpecially during the

firings when engaged, the ferjeant coverers fall back

into the fourth rank, and obferve their platoons.

iS*. 72.

Kear Ranks
take Open
Order.

March,

When the Battalion takes Open
Order,

At this command—the flank men on
the right of the rear ranks of each com-
pany ftep brifkly back to mark the

ground on which each rank refpedlively

is to halt. Thty face to the right, and

cover as pivots, being regulated and

drefled by the adjutant orferjeant-major

on the right.—Every other individual

remains ready to move.

At this command—the flank drefliers

face to the front, and the whole move
as follows

:

The rear ranks fall back one and

two paces, each drcffing by the right

the inftant it arrives on the ground.

The officers in the front rank, as alfo

the colours, move out three paces-^

thofc in the rear. tOi2.ether with the mu-
fickj move through the iiitervals left

open by the front rank officers, and

divide themfelve>', viz. the captains

covering the fecond file from the right,

• F 3 the

'I

>i

li
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the lieutenant", ihe fecond file from the

left
J
and the enfigns oppotitc the cen-

ter of ihtir refpettive companies.

The niudck form between the colours

and the front rank.

The fcijeant rovcrcrs move up to the

front rank, to ^irefcrve the intervals

left by the ofTi ers.

The pioneers fall back to fix pnces

diftancc bthind the center of the rear

rank.

The drummers take the fame dif-

tance behind their divifions.

The major moves to the right of the

line of officers.—The adjutant to the

left of the front rank.

The rtafF place themfelvcs on the

ri?;hc of the 'ront rank of the grena-

diers, viz. chaplain, furgcon, quartei-

rnafler, mate.

The licutcnant-coloncl, and the co-

lonel (difmountcd), advance before the

colours, two and four paces.

The whole being arrived at their fc-

veral pofts—Halt— Drcfs to the Right

—and the battalion remains formed in

parade, in the order in which they

would receive a fuperior officer.

When the battalion is reviewed

finely, then in order to make more
(how— the divifion of drummers may
he moved up, and formed two deep on

each flank of the line —the pioneers

may fi;rm tv^o deep on the right of the

drummers of the right—and the ibrl

may form on the right of the whole.

•/!!
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5. 73. When the Battalion rcfumes Clofe

Order,

Rear Rimk\
take Clofe

Order,

r" The lieutenant-colonel, officers, co-

ji^Iarch,
\

lours, ftaff, mufick, face to ihe right.

The (irumnicrs and pioneers {^ii on
the flanks) face to the center.

'I'he fcrjcants (if in the front rank)
face to tlic right.

The rear 1 nks clofe within one pace,

movif)g up u md two paces, and then
halting.

The mufick marches through the

center interval.

The ferjcants, drummers, pioneers,

&C.&C. refume their places, each as in

the origiiiul formation of the battalion

in clo(e or tier.

The officers move through and into

their refpedlive intervals, and each in-

dividual arrive?, and places himfelf pro-
' pcrly at hts poft in clofe order.

On particular occafions, and when neceffary, ofE- poftmg ©f
cers commanding platoons, who in line are on the officers,

right of their platcions, (hi ft to the left to condudl
tiie heads of files, or the pivot flanks of their divifions

in column or echcllon.

VV'hen the? battalion wheels by companies or fub- Colours,

divifious to either flank into column ; both colours

and the file of directing feijcants ahv.iys wheel to the

proper front, and place iheinfclves behind the third

file Horn the new pivot.

F JL There

\
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Colour re-

fervc.

Light com-
pany.

Grenadiers.

PART III.

There is no feparate colour referve ; the pioneers,

muficlc, &c. fufficiently ftrengthen the center ; but in

the firings the two files on each fide of the colours

may be ordered to referve their fire.

The conflant order of the light company when
formed in line, and united with the battalion, is at

the fame clofe files as the battalion. Their extended

order is an occafional exception.

When the light company is detached, and the gre-

nadier company remains, it will be undivided on one
flank of its battalion, whenever there are feveral

battalions in line : but when the battalion is fingle,

it is permitted to be occafionally divided on each

flank.

When the grenadier or light companies are de-

tached, and make no part of the line, they may be

formed two deep, if it is found proper.

With a very few obvious alterations, thefc general

rules take place when a company or battalion is per-

mitted or ordered to form in two ranks only—and

which, on the prefent low eftablifliment of our batta-

lions, may often be done for the purpofes of exercife

and movement on a more confiderable front : it is alfo

evident that they generally apply whether the com-
panies are ftrong or weak, and whether a greater or

leiTer number of them compofe the battalion.

If

\f
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GENERAL ATTENTIONS, &c. 73

ABSTRACT OF THE MOST ESSENTIAL
GENERAL ATTENTIONS REQIJIRED
IN THE MOVEMENTS OF THE BAT-
TALION, AND WHICH ARE MORE
FULLY DETAILED IN THE REGU-
LATIONS FOR THE BATTALION AND
THE LINE

Attentions cf the Soldier.

QUICK Time is in general confined to wheel- Times of

INGS and FILINGS, the other movemeots of
"^***^*»-

the platoon or battalion arc made in ordinary
TIME,—It is feldom that they will, or ought, lo be

required at quick time.

All WHEELINGS, forward or backward, are made ^'^^^''"8»

quick.—Eyes are turned to the wheeling hand at the

word March (and not before.)—The wheeling flank-

man fleps out firm at a pace of thirty-three inches,

till he receives his word Halt ; it is ihe bufmefs of

the reft of the rank to keep up to him. Eyes re-

main in all cafes to the wheeling hand, till a new
order is given by the commanding officer.

All Filings are made quick, clofe, and at the rillngs.

lock-ftep. Files are at no time to open out, on oc-

cafions of exercife, parade, or manoeuvre ; but they

will often be fo permitted and ordered, when
marching in the ftrects, or in common route marcli-

ing, when the march by divifions cannot fo conve-

niently take place.

All P^ACINGS mud be accurately made on the IcftPIvotmca

heel. Pivot men mull cover carefully and exadtly.

Ill

%
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In wheeling backward, the flanding man faces th«

cppofltc way to \vh:it he* docs if wheeling forward.

—

Pivot men, whether in wheeling into column, or in

wheeling Into baitalion, when once polled, are to re-

main immoveab! ', and do not alter their pofition in

conlf-qMcnce of piaioon-drclfing, nor on any account,

but by oi dcr of the commanding olHcer of the batta-

lion, vvhtri he fi.ids it neccfikry to require a more
correct drelling from the whole.

Fofirion. The great observance of tlic foldier In the ranks,

and under arms, is the fquarenefs of the fhoulders

and bo-iv, the head to the front, and the eyes only

glanced to the point of dreiSng. When the batta-

lion ifi halted, r;nd a more accurate drejpug is ordered,

the head may be a little turned during that opera-

tion only, and erich man Hiould juil diftinguiih the

lower [)art of the i-ace of the (econd man from him.
Whether in movement, or h;ilted, each man is

jull Jo touch (wiihout crowding) his neighbour's

arm, towards whom he dreil'es, to depend on that

chiefly fur his line, and at no time to feparate from

him.
*

March. At the word yJ/'7rt7;, the flnmp of the foot Is not

to be made, but the liril iicp is to be taken as firm

and li;ngthy as any other, and the body of each man,

if in his true pofition under arms, is prepared for it

by an inclinarion forward. On the perfed: execu-

tion of this d^jpends mnch of ths accuracy of march.

On tlie v/ord Marc'i\ the fir ft llep in all fiiu-

ations is taken with the left foot. When the com-
inandi'12: officer of the biittalion gives the word'3

Mirch^ \.\-\Q v/hole llep oft' together, whether in line

<)r in column. When he gives the word Halt^ the

whole h.ilt at that inftant.

At the wonl March^ eyes are direi^ed to the pivot

fljn'c, it in column, oi to the head of the file if filing;

10 thti cc/loarf, if marching in bittiaUon; and in ge-

nejal to that ooint by which tliev are condi;<ficd.

At
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At the word Halty the foot in the ^ir finiflies its Halt,

ilep, and the other is brought up to it.— F.yes remain

directed to the pivot flank, if marching in column; to

the colours, if in line; or to the wheeling flank,

if wheeling ; and in general, to the point to which

they were turned when in movcincnt, until a new
order commands a new drcfling. . Whenever the

word Drejs is given by platoon ofEcers to their pla-

toons, eyes are turned to the pivot, whtrc the officer

is, and from whence he corre6ts them upon a diflant

objeft.

In marching in line, each man muft prefervehis body Line,

perfectly fquare, and jurt feel the touch of his neigh-

bour, who is nearer than himfelf, to the direfting

point; and the rear ranks are to be well locked up,

particularly when firing. In marching in battalion,

or when halted, rear ranks will be locked up ; but in

marching in column, they may in general be at one
pace diftance : the fteps are to be taken firm and
marked.

All alterations in carryhig^ fvf^.orhng arms^ ^c, are Cnrrlage of

done by the whole battalion at once, whether in line '^"^'^'

or column, and not by the divifions of it feparatcly.—

•

The commanding oificer gives the word, and not the

platoon officers ; and no (uch change is at any time
made, but in confcquence of his command ; the men
therefore in all cafes, luhec/y halt^ Triarchy drcfs^ i^'c,

with their arms carried^ Juptortcd^ ^c. according as

the hft given command directed them. The lame is

to be oblerved whenever the battalion, movi.ig in line,

or column, changes its time of march.

In column, when the right of the battalion is in P»vot

front, the left is the pivot flank; and when the Itft^'-*"^**

of the battalion is in front, the right is the pivot

flank.

In marching in colinnn, the pivot files of men Pivot Fiirj.

next to the officers, muit have great attention in

covering,
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covering, when the movement is made in a ftraiglit

line-, as they are points on which the formation is

inavJc, and thertrfore for that purpofe, they remain
tloCe to their pivot ofBcers, who in that Situation
cover and give dilbnce.

Supported artns fhould only be allowed when
halted in line, or when moving in column.—But
the march in line, and in general all wheelings up
into lin'-, and all formings of the line or drefling it,

fhould be made with carried arms, as the only fitua-

tion which prcferves the true dillance of files, or can
give an accurate line.

'^

I.

irii.

Covering Platoon Serjeants.

Pofinon of TheCovERiNG Serjeant accompanies and af-

b'eijJanu
"^ f»(ls the phitoon officer in all his movements, and

prcfcrves his place in line, or on the pivot flank in

column, whenever the officer's duty requires him
occafionally to quit it.—In battalion he covers in the

rear rank.—At open order, he moves into the officer's

place in the front rank. At clofe order, he leaves it

for the officer to take it. In the march in ccheiloti

he is on the outward flank of the front rank.

Ill Column. When the battalion breaks into column to the

right, or lefr, the ferjcant falls back two paces; and

when the wheel is ttiiiihcd, he covers his officer on
tl-.c pivot flan:<. Whtn the column marches, if the

officer is in front of the platoon, the ferjeant is on
the pivot of the front rank, and is anfwerable for the

plaiofiji diliance; if the officer remains o;i the pivot

flank, the it-rjeant then falls behind the rear rank, and

covers the fecond file from the pivot.

When from column, the right in front platoons

wheel up to the left into line ; the feijeant, at the

wrf>i irhci-:, goes to the right of the front rank of

the

hitfj !li;e.
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the platoon, and wheels up with it, thereby prefcrv-

ing the officer's pla:c. If the wheel is to th<; right,

the ferjeant is behind the right file, ready to m(;ve

up to the ofTicer's place at the conclufion ot'ihc wheel.

On all occafions, when any pLcoofi (which is then

feparated) joins in line to one on its right, at that

inrtant mult the coverino; ferjeant be on its rii^hr, to

preferve the place of his officer, who may be em-
ployed in drefling his platoon.

When the platoons Ti'Zv*'/ cither Into line, or inti^

column, the ferjeant of the leading platoon runs out,

and marks the point in th.e line of pivot?, where its

flank, is to halt.

When platoons cQuntcrmnrch in column, the fer-

jeant moves into the officer's pliiee (when he quits

it to lead in ?{\t)^ faces to the right-about, llands fafl-,

and becomes the pivot point for the front rank leader

to clofe toafer the countermarcii is fini(hed, and his

place is occupied by the officer after dreffing his di-

vilion.

When the platoons from colimins hie in crder to In FUc,

take a new line, either to tlie fmnt or rear; the fer-

jeant of each fucceGiveiy, as it arrives within thirty

yards of that line fand no foonsr), runs out, takes

diftance, pLxes himfelf 0;i ir, and remains as a point

to which his officer is to bring, and clofe in the pivot

flank man of his platoon, and as r point which the

officer himfelf is aftervvards to occupy.

Whenever the battalion halts to fire, the ferjeants Fhings.

fall b.ick, and in concert with the fupernumerary

rank, keep the rear ranks well locked up, and atten-

tentive to their duty.—When ilie batialion again

moves, ferjeants refume their place?.

When the battalion is in column of fub-dirifions,

if the officer is ordered tn march in front cF his pla-

toon, the ferjeant is on trie pivot ot the leading fub-

divillcn.

Sub-^HvI-

Hons*
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liivifton.— If the ofHccr is on the flank vf his ler^ding

fub-divilion, the ferjcant takes the flank of the fe-

cond. In cchimn ot fecHons the fcijeant alio takes

the flank of the ficond fedlion.

In clofe column the forjcant is on the flank of the

rear rank behind his officer j r.nd in forming line

after the /W/, front of the platoon, he remains on its

outward flank, and marches up with it.

Pioneers. The PiONEF.RS in Column of niarcli, are in front.

•—In line, they arc formod two deep behind the center,

and nine paces from the rear rank.

I^rummeis. Drummtp.s in Column of march, or clofe co-

lumn, are with their companies, r.nd on the flank,

not the pivot one.—In line, the ^^reni'.dicr and light

drummers are fix paces behind the rtar rank (f their

companies.—The battalion drumiucrs arc in two
divifion?, and formed fix paces behind the third and

feventh companies.—In parade, at open ranks, the

drutnniers prelerve their fix paces from the rear

rank.

Echellon. Whenever the platoon is cautioned to 7r/^^/ for-

ward or backward any nomed number of p;',ccs, the

ferjeant immediately pofts himfelt before or behind

the eiphth file, fr<mi the landing flank, and takes the

ordered number of paces; when his platoon has con-

formed, he places himfelf on its outward fl mk.

-Mufic. The Music, in open or clofe column, are on the

fianlc, which is not the pivot one ; in line, they are

in a iingle rank behind the center, twelve paces from

the rear rank; in parade, at open r.iiiks, thry are be-

tween the colours and the front rank.

Mufic, &c. Drummers, mufic, pioneers, &c. will take care

not to iirpedc the fl.-ink movements of the clofe co-

lumn, nor its fornu'.tion into line, but will get into

the rear of their rcl'pccHve battaiit>ns as foon as they

are difengaged from each other.

8 JttcntioriS
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Attentions in PLitoon Officers.

When the battalion is formed i:i lii'.e, cmnpany or roflrVn of

platoon officerr. arc all on the right of their platoods. Pj'''"

"

-^In column, they arc on the pivot flank» Jiilefs par-

ticularly ordered into the front of each pKitoon, if a

nir.rch for any confiderable diftance is to be m.idn.—
When on the pivot flunks, they are jinrwfMal)lr la

ihcir own perfons for diiiaiices :\\\<\ covering: VViien

in front, their ferjeants, under their dircdlioii, prcfeive

the ordered diflance.

In vvheelinii from line to column, each moves out, WKcri:ng

and places himfclf one pare iH-ffirc tlu* center cf his
''"'^^*-'"

])!at()on; each turns towards his men during the'

w!iw.'cl, and inclines to his pivot: flank ; each jives iiis

word Halt^ J^i'ffu when his v.hceling man has jufb

conipleated his deoree of whec;] ; eachlcniares his pla-

toon, 4)ut without moving what was the (landing

fl.ink ; each then places hin\relf on the proper pivot

flank.— After the uheel into column is compleated,

no one is to caufe his platocn to iliift, by way of cover- •

jjig on the pivot Rank, unlefs fo ordt-red by the cotn-

maiidina; officer, or that in the courfe of marching a

ifrarghttine is gradually taken up.

In wheeling from column into Im % each place? ^'h«r:*iig

himfelf one pace before the center of his ilatoon;'^"® ''"*^
.

each turns towards his men during the wheel, and
inclines towards the pivot of his prccedinij platoon;

each gives his word Halt, Drefs^ when his wheeling

man, on whom his eye is fixed, is jufl: arrived at the

next {landing pivot man; each then from that next

pivot man corre(5ls the interi6)r ofhis platoon upon his

own pivot man ; each then tiikcs his place and re-

mains Heady on the light oi'his platoon.

If
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whcdmg If the column is In movement, and platoons are
in cjiurnn

fucccfTivclv to ivhfei iiito a ncw direction, each ofli-

jtolnt. cer, to whatever hand he is to wheel, gives his word
from the point he is then placed at, whether in front,

or ontheflai^k.—Ifon the wheeling flank, he condu(St»

it.—If he is on the (landing flank, be iteps out two
or three paces, the better to fee that his platoon

wheels quick, with a lengthy ftep, and that he may
time his word //<?//; this done, he is to fall back to

his place on the pivot flank, no longer to look to his

platoon, but having his eye fixed on the cfficer of the

preceding platoon, he is to give his word Afarch
at the inftant that officer is taking the laft ftep

which eftablifhes the proper diltance betwixt the

platoons.

When an officer Is marching on the pivot flank,

he is to be nnfwerable for difiancc and covering

i

thefe circumftance*! alone muft folelyengage his whole

attention; he can only occafionally give a glajice < i

his eye towards his platoon, which muft drefs to him
of courfe, and widiout any particular direction.

When platoons in column are each to counter-

march on its own gixund, the officer, when his pla-

toon faces, goes to that flank, which is to become
the pivot flank, conducts his platoon in file, and

clofes its leader to the ferjeant, who has remained to

mark the pivot, haltSyfronts^ znd drefles itfquare; he

then places himfelf where the ferjeant ftood.

ia line. When the battalion marches in line, oflicers then

become individuals, equally attentive as the foldier;

nor can officers then be attentive to any thing but

to the corrcdhu-fs of their own perfonal maich, every

operation then depends on the word from the

commanding officer, who moves, halts, and

DRESSES the battalions,—Whenever the batta'ion

is in line, officers give no comm-^nds, except in

firing'^.

When

Counter-

xnaicli of

/platoons*
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When thr platoons of a column fiU fcparately to a In file,

fl.mk, the officer conducts the head, and when he ar-

rives within thii'ty paces of the new pofition, in

which he is to form, he detaches his fcrjeant to mark
the point at which he is to place his pivot front rank

man, cither in filing to front or rear; the officer

Itops at that fcrjeant, and halts^ fronts, and dre[J'es

his platoon clofe to the feijeant; he then himfelf, after

coi rc(i,tmg his platoon, replaces the ferjeant, who falls

back to the rear rank.—In filing, dii^ances and

drcffing are taken from that hand to which by a face

of the platoon?, the whole would fiand fronted in co-

lumn, and the line breaks into column towards ihc

directing point— The leaders of the third, fourth^

&c. platoons, from the dire<Sling flank, are never to

ovcrpafs the ftraight line which joins the heads of

the firlt and fecond, but are, if any thing, to be bchiii'.'*

it, till they arrive and halt exad^ly in the new line—
In movements to the rear, diftances and drefling are

always taken from the fan^e point to whicn tliey

would be made if the movement was to ttie front,

that is, from the left, in going to the rear, if it fhould

be from the right in going to the front.

On the leading platoon officer of the column, much Lca-iln^

of the precifion of march d>. pends; he muft lead at anO*»:«>^«

equal, fteady pace ; he mull lead on two obje<^s either

given to him, or which he himfelf takes up on every al-

teraiion of pofition ; this demands his utmoft attention;

nor muft he allow it to be diverted by looking at his

platoon, the care of whofe regularity depends on the

other officers, and non-commiffioned officers, belong-
ing to it. The fecond platoon officer mu(t alfo befhewn,
and know the points on which the firft leads ; he is

always to keep that firfl officer and thofe points in a

line, and thofe two officers, together with the placed

mounted officers thus become a diret^^ion for the

other pivot officers to cover.—In marching in open
column, the covering ferjeants are placed behind the

ft:coud file from the pivot officers, that the officers

G may

isi.J
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may the more correcSHy fee and cover each olhcr in

Column.

In the column of march, after the word halt is

given, no one is to move, and pivots pariiciibrlv

njufl icmain where thry urc then placed. In this

iituation, when ordered tf» form, each platoon

WHEF.Ls up to its ridjoinin;' pivot*, the whole will

then, perhaps (as in the cafe- of marching on a roiid,

along the dift'ercnt turnings of a height. Sec. Sec.) be

in a winding line, at-.d mnfl not attempt to get into

a ftraight line, unlefs fo ordered by the commanding
officer to anfwer fume particular objccV.

When the platoon wheeU backwards, from line

into column, the fituation and bufin fs of the officer

is the fame as when wheeling forwards. And he

halts and dr>'£es from his pivot flank, which he gains

during the wheel.

In clofe column, divifion officers are on the pivot

flanks.—In forming line, before the divifions face,

they arc (hifted to the leading flank, if necefl'ary.

The officer of erich flops in his own perfon when
the divifion nearer to the forming point than himfelf

receives the word //a//, Front. He allows his fer-

jeant to proceed with the divifion ; at the due inflaiit

gives his word Halty Fronts Drefs^ and as foon as thr

^ront of his divifion is char, the word March con-

dudtiny; it into line. Before the divifion arrives

within three or four paces of its ground, the officer

will have ftepped out nimbly to the flank of the pre-

ceding divifioti, and will be thus ready to give the

word Halt.^ Drefs^ at the inftant his inward flank

man joins the preceding divifion. The men drcfs by

the formed part of the line, and the officer corrects

thtm on the known difl:ant point. He then refumes

his platoon place, which has been preferved by a fer-

jcant. When the clofe column, or part of it, forms

line on a rear divifion, the officer of each, when the

one behind him halts, fronts, will ftep nimbly round

to the rear (and without impeding his divifion, allow

his
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his fcrjeant to proceed), from thence lie can better

judge the proper moment of giving his words //rt/f,

Frofit^ to his divifion ; he then phices himfelf on its

inward flmk, and nianhes up when his front is clear.

The officer of one of the center platoons is always Colours,

in open column to prelerve diftance for the colour

files. The colours wheel up into column, with the

Ici.ding crntcr platoon, and place thcmfclves behind

the third file of men from its pivot flank; when the

line forms, they clofe in to that flank.

When officers march in front of their divifions, In front di-

they muft in their own perfons keep fo clofe to the*'''°"^'

preceding ones, as not to hinder the flank of their own
divifion from preferving its proper diilance.

When the head of a column of march changes its wiipcls I™

direction, and that marcliing in an alignemcnt is not column of

in queftion, inllcad of making regular wheels on"^""^"

fixed points, the officer who conduits the leading di-

vifion will often be dircdted gradually to bring it round
into the new direiSlion, by the turn of the outward
(houlder, making both his flanks continue moveable ;

but each fucceeding divifion, without the formality

of command, or halt, docs the fame thing, the whole
attention rcfiingon each pivot flank, which at no rate

muft encreafe its diftance ; but during this operation

preferves the fame equality of time and length of ilep

at which it was before moving.

On all occafions of forming in line, either byciofe co-

wheeling up from open column, or in moving up from lumn.

clofe column, or in marching up from cchellon, &c.
the conduvSling oflUccr moves nimbly to his point

d'appui, fome paces before the arrival of his divifion

in the line, and from thence gives his word to Halt^

and inftantly dreflTes it.

Officers and feijeants of the supenumerafy rank Supcrntime.

are in the rear of their refpediive companies, when rary rank.

the battalion is halted, or marching inline, they arc

three pacesfrom the rear rank. In open column, they

are within one pace of the rear rank. In clofe co-

G 2 lumn
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lumn they go on the flank of their divifion which is

not the pivot. Their great attention during movc-
ments is, that files are correct, ranks kept up^ and
that perfe<£i order is preferved among the (bldiers, cir-

cumiiances in which they greatly afiift the platoon

officer, whohaving the important obje(£la of di^ance

and covering of pivots to obfervc, cannot in fuch

fituation be giving minute directions to his platoon,

without lofing fight of his more material duties*

During the firings, the fupernumcrary rank, afTtfted

by the platoon ferjeants, are to keep the rear ranks

well clofed up to the front, and to prevent any break

beginning in the Kar.

The Staff (adjutant excepted) in line are three

paces behind the mafic. In parade at open raiiks,

they are on the right of the grenadier front rank.

It is the particular bufinefs of the Adjutant at

all times to afcertain the direction on which the co-

lumn is to move, or on which the formation of the

line is to be made. For this purpofe he is mounted,

otherwife he could not properly difcharge this import-

ant duty s and he can be much aflifted in it, by having

two or three camp colour men, or non-commiflioned

officers properly .tr-^ined to line themfelves quickly

with any two given points. He is to take care, that

the point where the battalion in column enters an

alignement is afrertained to it. When it is moving
in that alignement, that two points ahead of the co-

lumn are always prepared. When it wheels up into

line, that a point beyond each flank in that line is

afcertained. When the line, is to be prolonged, and

has wheeled backward by divifionF, that two points

in the exa^ line of the pivots arc ready for its march.

When the clofe column is to form in line, that a

point K> each flank is given. When the battalion

changes pofition> either by files or by the diagonal

inarch of divifions, that there are points given on
which the pivots of files will cover, and can drefs

thiir divifions upon, from their feveral points of appui.

in
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III (hort, that upon all occafions, fixed points of form-

ing, drcirmg, and march, are given, except in ad-

vancing in line, where the afcertaining fuch points

does not depend on the adjutant.

When the battalion changes pofition by the cchcl- EcheHon,

Ion march, the named divifion wheels its 8th file into

the new direction. The other divifions wheel their

8th file half the number of paces as the named one,

The fcrjeant is on the outward flank, the officer on
the inward flank of each divifion. At the word
March, they move on, preferving their relative

diilance, and covering of pivots from before them,

and ju(V before the inward flank of each divifion ar-

rives at the outward flank of its preceding one, which
is already halted in line, its officer places himfelf be-r

fore that flank -, and when his inward man touches it,

he gives his word Haify Drefs upy if the movement
is to the front, and dreflTes his divifion on the diflant

prepared flank point, fo that his divifion is Readied

before the arrival of the next one. When the change
is made to the rear, the retiring part/tff« about be-

fore the divifion wheels are made, proceeds as above,

and each officer gives the word baity fronts drefs backy

to his divifion when its inward man touches the pre»-

ceding formed one.

|appui.

In

Attentions of Commanding Officers of
Battalions,

The battalion may be confidercd to the line, what
the platoon is to the battalion.

Commanding and Field Officers are always to be Field Offi-

mounted, and unlefs they are adlive on horfeback, it cers mount-

is impoffible for them to fee, to corre(Sl, to prevent ^'^^

miftakes, or to move with that difpatch which is ne-
ceflary from one point to another.

Whatever operation is to be performed by the Cotnipindi

)vhole of the battalion at once, is donq upon the word
G 3 from
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from the commanding officer, uithout any repetition

being made by platoon officers; he puts it in motion

and h^/ts it, whether in line or column; he wheels it

from line into column; and from cohimn into line;

he orders arms to be carried^ fupportcd^ he. \ he drefj'es

it from the center, when it has marched in line, and

halts, and from what was the leading Hank when it

has wheeled up from column into line.:

Before the column marches, the commanding offi-

cer afcertains /><?/«// to the leading officer, and when
he intends to change the dired^ion of the march he

gives new points, and he watches over the jaft lead-

ing of the column. He takes care that all ivheels of

platoons are made at the identical point where the

leading platoon wheeled; that all doublings of fub-

divifions are made fucceffively in the fame manner,

and at the fame point ; and t\\ziforming up to pla-

toons is made at the fpot where the firll forming up is

made.—That in all diminutions of the front, the na-

tural order of the column is preferved, whether the

right or left of the battalion leads.—That a column
of half platoons occupies no more fpace than a co-

lumn of whole platoons, viz. jull fufficient to wheel

up into battalion.

Halt of the When the open column marching in an aligne-

coiumn. ment is toform in a {traight line, and for that pur-

pofe halts y the inftant that it does halt, the com-
manding officer from the head of the battalion at that

inftant corrects the pivot files of men (which ought

not to be necefl'ary) in the true line, and upon a rear

point.—"But if the march is making in a winding di-

redlion, and that the intention is not to form, or not

to take up a ftraight lin?, the platoons remain on the

ground on which they halt^ and do n t move in any

mape, until they receive a further ordei , either to form
inline; or firft to cover, and then to form; or to

continue the march.

The commanding officer always conducts the

head of his battalion column to the point at which it is" .to

Points of

doubling

and wheel

Drefllng.

n1

at
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toenterz new line, and he takes care in time to difpatch

a mounted officer to j.fcertain that poinr.— When the

platoons Tf^^f/ up iiito line, he iminediately (if ne-

ctflary) corredls the drefling of the battalion from

the flank which led when in column, and that gene-

rally upon a point beyond the other flank.

When adling in line with others, the commanding commands

officer of each battilion conforms to the movements in line.

of the regulating one, and from it takes and rapidly

repeats his words of Halt, M^'hct^l^ March^ &c.; iind

the leafl delay in repeating the w(^>rds Halty or Aiarch^

mud undoubtedly diforder the line in proportion to

that delay, for the whole of a line fhould marcb^ or

h(i!t^ at the fame inflant.

In line, the commanding officer is in rear of the Attentions

colours, from thence, by marked cautions, he makes '" ''"«•

his hattaliony?*?^ out^ ox Jiep Jhort^ or incline^ as is ne-

cefTary to prefervc its place in the general line ; his

great attention is to fee and prevent the beLrinning of

faults, and not wait till they have had their effect

;

by watching and regulating his advanced fcrjeants, he

beft regulates Ws battalion ; the fquarenefs of the

march, the comp:)6lnefs of the files, and the equality

of flep, are the great objedls he is to have in view.

—

The other mounted officers are behind the wings, and
can affifl much in preventing faults, and in correding

them.

All the battalions of a line mufl halt at tiie fame Drefling in

inflant in confequence of that word, repeated by line-

commanding officers, whether they are then corredt or

not in \\nQ,-r-'Each half battalion from its own colour,

and the men lookiOiT to it, will be immediately drefTed

on the colours of the next adjoining battalion ; by this

means a general continued line will be obtained, and
at any rate, a Hraigbt one between each two co-

lours i and if all the colours fhould have truly halted

in one line, the whole corps will be completely formed

in a (iraight line.— But if the halt is not juffly made,
and that a better line muif be obtained, the colours

G4 of
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of the defe£live battalions will be brought into the

general line; the platoon officers will quickly arrange

themfelves, eyes will be ordered to the rights and the

men will in an inftant move up ; too much celerity

cannot be ufed in completing this operation.

A finglc battalion, when it halts, is ihus drefl'td on
its right or left center company, and is therefore in a

ilraight line.-—Two battalions drefs each from its

center on each other's colours, their outward wings
conforming, and are therefore in a firaight line.—

•

Three or more battalions drefs from the center of

each on their next colour; and therc-fore if all the co-

lours halt in a line, the line of the whole will be

ftraight: if they arc not in a line, the general line

will not be ftraight (till a fpecial corredlion is made),

but no flank will be thrown out of the general

dire<S^ion.

When a battalion retires and halts^ it ought never

to remain in that fituation, but be immediatelyyi?tW

about, and dreffed to the proper front.

The greateft fault that a battalion in line can make
is increafrng its interval : bad drefling may be re-

medied without danger, but a falfe diftance prefents

a weak part to an enemy, and is not to be clofed,

without a hazardous movement, and great operation

of the line.

Commanding officers cannot take too much pre-

caution to afcertain true points in the line in which

they axe to form, before the arrival of their battalions

in it.

When a battalion is exercifing fingly, a command-
ing officer may have two camp colour bearers be-

hind each flank, properly trained, and ready to run

out to that flank, to give points of marching, form-

ing, or drefling upon the true line.—In doing which,

one flank of the battalion is generally confidered as in

that line, and often both.

Attentions. Words of comnr^and cannot be fpecif.ed for all the

variety of circum{t;inces and fituatioiis that occur;

but

Aids in ex-

ercife.
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but commanding officers bein<^ thcmfelvcs clear in

what is to be done, Oiould by liiltinct and explicit

orders, which they divide and ."ciapt for the occalion,

lead their ba^tjlions thro-.^h a!! the ;
• ints oi execu-

tion with prjcilion ; this will always be found the

fllorteO: path, nor on any accoiinr 'hould ;i!:y operation,

more cfpecially the corrosion o-f an '"irror or tniilake

(once a battalion is ailembicd undf*r arms) be per-

formed in a c irelcf's or flovcnly manner, which will

always be the cafv if the coir;mander's orders are not

pointed, laud, and fufficlently explanatory.

A battalion lioje column fcrms in !ine on its front ciof?

divifion, on its rear divifion, or on a central onr, ac- lumn.

cording as circumftances require; and in all ca^es the

line formed upon is that on which vhe hendofthe
column or columns is halted before the formation

begins, and therefore the divifion on which each bat-

talion at any time forms, moves up at the proper

inftant, and halts on that line.—When feveral clofe

battalions, {landing on the line, are to extend and

form, the regulatmg and named battalion Ofi/y can

be obliged to form on a central divifion; each of the

others will form on its front, or rear divifion, viz.

on that which firft arrives at its ground, where it

halts, frontSy and occupies its proper place, while

the others move on, and fucceflively come up
to it.

In forming line from clofe column, points mud be Forming ia

given beyond both flanks in the direction of the line, line,

and a mounted officer halts, and fronts each divifion,

which is efpecially necefTary for thofe that form upon
a rear one, although lefs fo for thofe that form upon
a front one.—The drcffing and correction of the line

is from the firft formed divifion towards the other

flank, and all the eyes of the battalion are of courfe

turned to that firft formed divifion.

The fame number of points are required for the ^^ '"'"Y

march in an alignement, and wheeling up into line
J"qufred^*

of an open column of one battalion, as for that of fc- fo. one bat-

Veral talion as for

feveral.
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veral battalion?, viz. ofir where the line is entered,

and (always) two beyond the head of the column.—
Therefore, although thefe precautions may appear

formal for thi movenunts of the battalion whr^a

iinglc, yet are they ncc(.n'ary in Ml its exercifes;

when it is recollected, ihit inch battalion is in the

place of and mult coidldcr itfelf as the icaclins: one of

the column, on whole cor rrift pofition thofe of every

following oHe depends.— The fame exadtncfs is re-

quired in every extention from clofc column into

line, and in every forming and change of pofitioii

that the battalion makes.— in fine, in order to qua*

lify the battalion for acSling; in general line, it mult at

its ftngle exercifes work on points fixed and relative,

and make no chance and accidental movements and

formations.

Although on mod occifions of movement and
tions exaa foripation, and at all times in inftru£lion, determined

march can- /'"'"'^ marked by detached and mounted officers, are

coibegiven. given I yet luch helps cannot be expedUd or depended

on, when the line is advancing on an enemy, when
a corps is h.irafled in its retreat, and when it is un-

fafe to lend out officers. Sec,—In fuch fitunions

every tiling will depend on the eye and judgment of

conducting ofn» ers, who muft preferve fuch direction

of movement, and feize fuch accidental points as

prefent themfclvet,, and lead to the object which is to

be accompliflied.

The batta- In whatever flsnpe a battalion is moving, the com-
lion in no niaiidiug officer is never to lofe fight of this great

covers m'no.p-'^"^^P^^t ^^^^ ^^'^^ battalion Ihould at no time cover

giouiid hail more ground than its proper extent when feirmed in

t.ie proper jjne.—Therefore if he is marching in line he mult

take care that his files do not open; and if he is

marching in column, his great attention is that his

divifions ilo not open. For this purpofe his march

mud be Juli, and compad:, his wheals quick, and all

doublin-s up, or back, which alter the extent of

froiU, muft be made fo as not to impede the general

4i(
moveraenti

excent of its

ttont.
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movements of the column or to change its diftanccs.

—When the front is to be dimiiiifhed, he mui^ fee

that the doublini^divillon (lackcns its pace, and when
(lifengaged from the other divifion, that it inclines

well up, quick, and covers, thereby not impeding the

divifion behind it. When the front is to be incrc-afeci,

the moving up divilion docs it quick and by oblique

marching.

The commanding officer mufl recollec'^, in the Caching

winding movements of ihc open column of mirch— that 1"^',"^^
^° "

the wheeling diftances mult be juft ; that the pivots

are to follovir on the exadt tra(S^, which the leading

one has traced outj that the vihole, when ordeted,

halt on the precife ground thev then occupy ; and

that when they wheel up and form, the line will not

then be a continued, but probably an irregular curved

one.— But if a flraight line is to be entered and

formed upon, from the point where the head enters,

and not (boner, iind where a mounted officer remains

pofted, does every platoon pivot officer bejin to co-

ver in the true line, to march in that line, and to

preferve his true diftance : nor muft any obllacle that

can po/fibly be furmounted, ever force the pivot of-

iicers out of that line; although the men of their

platoon, when it becomes neccffarv, mav open or

widen their files from them.—And if the pivots on
account of any material obilacle are thrown for a

time out of the line, they (hould always, ifpoffible,

move to the hand which carries them behind the

line, and again re-enter it when they can; and for

which purpofc an officer, or non-commiffioned of-

ficer, fhould be placed where they are to re-enter it.

—In marching in the alignement, the commanding
oificer (hould frequently place h'tmjelf in it, with a

glance of the eye fee whether his files preferve it, and

corredt them if necefl'ary.

As one field officer at a time mufl command the

battalion, the others prefent can only a6t in aid of

him, nor can their iituation in all caieo be afcertaincd ;

but
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backward.

but flioiild tiic commatuliiip: officer not be at the

bead of the nj>en column (when it marclies, and

particularly when il halts) to corre£t if necedl^ry, the

pivots in the general iiiu', another field officer, or the

leading oHict ', if no field officer is there, Ihould in-

ftantly nttcntl to it, th;it the wheeling up m:>y not he

delayed.— If in the courf.* of exercife and inftruc-

tion, the commanding officer is not behind the ccfi-

ter when the battalion marches in line or halts,

another field officer from that fituation cm imme-
diately give every proper aid in movement, or in

lining as it ought when halted; and in every cafe it

muft be evident in what manner the commanding
officer cnn be affifted.

When the line is to break and wheel into open

column of march, in almoft all cafes it is belter done

by wheeling backward than forward, for the wheel is

in this manner made on the pivot flanks ; and al-

though divifions may be unequal, yet thefc flanks

cover after the wheel, an advantage which is loft if

the wheels arc made forward.

When a battalion makes a retired echellon, or
to Echelion,

pgj-f pf 3^ cchcllon of a confiderable line: the com-
manding ofl'icer muft take great care to regulate his

movements by tliofe of the one preceding him, vi/.

that he preferves his parallelifm; his ordered dif-

tance ; his proper flank interval; and when the leading

rchcllons halt, and that he is to move up into line,

that the outward flank is not thrown too forward

fwhich without great attention will happen) and

thereby perhaps be cxpofed to the enemies enfilade.

Commanding officers of regiments, brigades, or

larger bodies, are moveable according to circum-

ilances, and fhould by no means confider the center

of fuch bodies as their general poft in exercife or

movements, or expefl by the exertion of one voice,

from one fixed fituation, to command and direct the

whole ; their prcfence is more frequep*Jy required

nqar one or the other flank ; in general they flio'jld

he

Attentions



MOVEMENTS OF THE BATTALION.
be at the conducting point of movement or forma-

tion, and to that acJdrels their orders by voice or

mcflage ; for if that point is led, or placed in the di-

rct^lion it fhould take, there is little danger of the

parts of the body not properly and fucccliivcly con-
forming to it.

There are many fitiiations in the movcrrents cf

great bodies, where commands, that arc not imme-
diately to influence the whole, are no: given loud,

but quietly, to the directing body, to whofs fituatioii

the refl by the eye conform ; as when the head of an
open column is ordered to .alr, that the reft of the

divifions may move on, and fuccelTively flop in clofe

column ; and on all occafions where parts only of a

large body are to march, or halt fucceilively, com-
manding officers of regiments {hould have an atten-

tion to give their commands in fuch manner as not

to produce an alteration in thofe points that are not

meant to be influenced by them at that inftant.

Where a large body is marching in column or

columns, through narrow ground, and when its parts

are to be aflTemblcd beyond the defile in feveral lines,

in a compact manner behind each other, fuch parts are

not to begin to aflemble when the leading one does,

but the head of Cc'ch line is fucceflively hrft to come
up to the ground on which it is to ftand, and when it

there halts, its proper followers (and not before)

move into line with it, and thereby do not impede

the bodies that are behind them, which are ftili ia the

deHle, and are to perform the fame operation.

Precifion of movement depends altogether on the

inftant circulation of commands of execution, and

that on the attention of officers to the point they

may be expeificd to come from, unlefs the whole of a

body, however large, is put in motion at the fame

inftant, a column will be extended, and a line will be

ill dreffed, and with falfe intervals.

Officers muft particularly attend to the difference

between chanjjes of dir€<Stion made by tyheel-t and by
Shoulder

n

.!l
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Shoulder forvcanL In the firfl: cafe, one flank remains

fixed, while the other is on the wheel j in the fecond

Cafe, both flanks continue in motion, bihouldir for-

tvan/y applies to a fmall front, and to a column of

march, whtrc the change of dire^tmn is to be made

gradually, with'Uit an alteration of the pace. In

proportion to the front of the body fo changing, mull

be the degree of f\v(cn made by both flanks j and in

all cafes the reveife flank conforms to the pace of th-*

pivot flank, and in i^oofccan it be made fliort and

quick, oihcrwifc it becomes a wheel.

4

:r\

Regulations in Firing,

1. The advance of the battalion fhould inflantly

fuccccd the forming of the linej and when it arrives

and halts at the point where it is to fire, the firing ought

iniiantly to commence at the word halt\ for the bat-

talion having been apprized, during the march, of the

nature of the required firing, no improper delay need

therefore be made. '• •

2. I he grcatefl care is to be taken by the ofl^cers

and under ofiicers in the rear (whofe piincipal at-

tention this is) that the rear ranks are well locked

up in the firings, and that in loading they do not Lll

back.

3. The line, if retiring, Ha It
^ fronts^ at one com-

mand; and inftantly begins firitig, having been ap-

prized during its movement of the nature of the

firing. 'f . ' •
'.^^

'
•

*' i."

4. The paufe betwixt each of the firing words

—

Make-ready ! Prefent ! Fire ! is the fame as the or-

dinary time, viz. the 75th part of a minute, and no

other paufe is to he made betwixt the words.

5. In firing U^ings by Companifs : Kach wing car-

ries on its fireindependant, and without regard to the

othci
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other wing, wliethcr it fires from tlic ccnrer to the

flanics, or from the flanks to the ceii'cr.—U there are

five companies in the win;;, two paufcs will be made
betwixt theyf/^ of c::ch, and the ;//c./[v-riv/,/y of the

fucctcding one.— If there arc four cornpanics in tt)e

wing, three paufcs wll be maJc betwixt the fire of

cai h, and the ma/tt'-rtar/y of tUc (uccccding one.

—

This will allow fufficicnt time for the fii it company
to have ag.iin loaded, and iliouldcrcd at the time the

lalt companv fires, and will ellabliih proper intervals

between each.

6. In firing by ^rartd Divifnfi'iy three paiifes will

be n;aJe betwixt the fire of each divilion, and the

make'readv of the fucceedinT, one.

7. In firing by ffin'(s.—One wing will make ready

the inftant ilie other is fliouldering.—The command-
ing officer of the battalioia fires the wings.

8. In firing companies by /'//fi.—Each company
fires indepcndant.—When the right file prefenis, the

next makes ready, and io on.—After thj firft fire,

each man as he loads comes to a recover, and the

file again fires without waiting for any other; the rear

rank men are to have their eyes on their front rank

men, and be gnided by, and prefentwith them.

9. In general after the march in front, and halt

of the battalion, company, or platoon firing fnould

begin from the center, and not from the flanks.

—

In other cafe?, and in fuccc ffive formations, it may
bfgin from whatever divifion firft ariives, and halts

(»;i the ground.

95

Firing in Line.

"
III:. The chief objeJt of fire ngaind cavalry, is to objc£lof

keep them at a dilbii.ce, and to dercr them from the fire,

attack; as their movcn.ents are rapid, a refcrve isal-

ways kept up.—Dut when fire commences againfl

infantry, it cannot (confident with order and oiher

circnm-

Ilk,
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Dercnfivc

fire.

In line ad-

Platoon

firing.

§

FIRING IN LINE.

circum fiances) be too hcivy or too quick while it

lads, and till thu enemy is beaten or rcpullcJ.

2iJ. The fire nf 3 ranks ftandini?, is hardly with
our prcfcnt arms to be required ', rfpccially li the

ground (honld be broken, and that tae foluicrs arc

loaded with ihcit kiiaplacks.

3d. Wh( T" inf.intry are polled on heiL;hts that are

to be deknijcd bv the fire of mulqut try ; the front

rank will kneel, that ont-tlii/d <^f the fire that maybe
given (hould not be loll, for other wife the lear-iank,

in fuch fituation, could not fulficiently incline their

pieces to rafc the flope.— A-^ foldiers generally preicnt

too high, and as fire is of the gieateil ronfequcnce to

tioops that arc on the dt-fenfive, and who arc ported if

poflible on commanding grouiK^, the habitual mode
of Hrini^ fhould therefore be rather at a low level than

a high one; and the fire of the fr<M)t rank kneeling,

being the moft efficacious as beiiii; the mod rafing,

fliould not h^ dilpcnfed with when it can b€ Lfely

and ufcfully employed.

4th. When infantry marches in line to attack an

enemy, and in advi;ncing makes ufe of its fire; it is

pfrh.'tps better to fire the two firfl: :?nksoniy (landing,

referving the 3d, than to make the front rank kneel

and to fire the whole : but volleys fired at a conlider-

able diftance, or 01^. a retiring enemy, may be given

by the three ranks, the front one kneeling.

5ih. A line pofled; or arriving at a fixed fituation,

will fire by platoons, each battalion independant ; and

fuch firing generally commencing from the center of

each.—The firft fire of each battalion will be regular,

and eftabliih intervals ; after the firft fire, each pla-

toon fhall continue to fire as foon as it is loaded, in-

dependant and as quick as it can, till the battalion or

line is ordered to ccaie.

6th. Behind
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6th. Behind a parapet, he d.',t', or abbr'/iS, the two File &ting.

firfl ranks only cm fire, ;ind fuch firing niviy be Jlle

^m/j^, d('''berate and cool, the two men of the fame

file always firing together: it may begin from the

ri^lit or left ot platoons, and fliould be taught in fitu-

ations adapud to it, net in open ground.— SJiould the

parapet, Irdge, oi .ihbaiis be but little raifed, platoon

firing may bj ufcd.

yth. Oblique firing by battalions, is advantageous Oblique

on many occalions i as when it is proper or that
""**

time does not allow to give an oblique diredlion to

part of a line, or that their lire in this manner can be

thrown againft ihe opening of a defile, the flanks of a

column, or againlt cavalty or infantry that dircdl their

attack on fonie particular battalion or portion of the

line.

8th. As long as the fire by battalions, half battalions, Regularity

or cbmpanies, can be kept up regular, it is highly ad- *>^^""«-

vantagcous and can be at any time Hopped j but
fhould file firing be allowed and once begun, unlefs

troops are exceeding cool and well difciplined, it will

be difHcult to make it finifh, and to make them ad-

vance in order.

9th. When a line halts at its points of firing, no
time is to be lofl in fci upulous dreiTing, and the hring
is inlfanily to commence.—Hut a line that halts and
is not to fiie, or when its firing ceafes after the hair,

may immediately be ordered to drcfs from colours to

polours.

lOth. The attention of the officers and non-com-
rrjiiTiontd officers of the rear to the locking up of the

ranks in firings cannot be too often repeated.

. Behind

H

k
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•»* The words marked in Capitals are given by the

commander of the battalion.

The words marked in Italkks are given by the commander
of the company.

Abftra(5l.

I.

Words
of

Command.

When the battalion

is halted, and
wheels up by di-

vifions of any-^

kind to either

flank (here the

nght).

''Companies,
RiGHT(or left)
WHIiEL.
Quick March,

Halt, Drc/s,

A caution.

By the leader of
each company.

:l

2.

When the battalion

is halted, and

wheels back- I

AVtirds into open >

column of com-, f

panies,( the right
j

in front). -'

Companies, on"! The left-hand mai>

YOUR. iEFT I of the front rank

BACKWARD f of thc company
WHEEL. J faces inwards.

Quick March.
7 By the leader of

y each company.

J.
When

//«//, Dre/s.
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Words
of

Command.

When divifions are

halted in co

]umn, and wheel

up to either

hand to form in

line (to the left).

THE leftT
HEEL INTO C
INE.

J
Quick March.

Halt, Dre/i. I

w
L

A caution.

By each leader of

a divifion.

When the head

of the column
' wheels into a

new diredion

inarches on,>

and is follow-
j

ed by the rear

divifions.

Halt^ Right,

Whel.

Halt, Dre/s,

March.

\Halt. Wheel,

Halt, Dre/s,

March.

H?

One word of com-
mand, halt being
merely a cau-

tion before the

Quick March
is taken up.

r-The firll divifion

\ marches when
1 the fecond is

^ within 2 paces,

j and thereby does
/ not impede its

(_ wheel.

^Eachfucceediogdi-

vifion wheels in

thefime manner
as the leaaing

J one, and marcn-
* es on when its

preceding one
IS at Its due dif-

^ tance.

5. From

J
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Words
of

Command.

Right face.

From line to form
open column of

companies, bc-*^

hind the right

company.

Quick March.

Ha/ff Front.

The rightcompany
flands faft, and
the other com-
panies are or-
jjered to wheel
into open co-
lumn, facing to
that company.

The companies
that have wheel-
ed face to the
right.

The ferjeants fuc-
celli vdy take
flank points, and
the companies
march in file.

'Each officer; fuc-
ceilivcly halts
and fronts his
compaiij/, when
his" pivot fiank
n^an arrives at
his ferjeant.

^-

When the coJumn
«f companies is

to change its

front, by the^

couniermarcii of
each company.

^Companies
WILL coun-
termarch.

Right (orLEFT)
FACE.

Q^March.

Hah, Front.

L Drr/s.

{

i

A caution.

Each company
fices.

In file.

Each company fe-

pnrately.

To the pivot flank.

7. When
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Worda
of

Command.

7.

\Vhen the batta-pTHE BATTA,,««fTL
lion is halted Vir/I^i^^-^ ""*«' 'e^-

^nd is to march) "^''^ ^''^^'^'"-
1 Kants n^ove out,

in front. / March.

8.

When the battalion
is to halt.

i
PIal T.

rTheThe advanced fer..

jeants return to
"e battalion.

.>

When the battalion
is haltea, and is

to retire.

10.

The
w

•- BATTALION 7 Tl,«r •

II^L RETIRE f_"J^^"^^«^O^C
Right ABOUT

FACp.

March.

out.

nen the battalion 1
•Jfter retiring ( „ '^

\
j:oniestoitspro- f

"alt, front. <
per frQnj, J ^

M- rFoRM CLOSE CO."!

I'

LUMN IN FRONT I

Oir THE RIGHT f
DIVISION. I

One command.
and theferjeants
return to the
battalion.

from lin

clofe column inJ
^ront of the 1

•'jghtdivifion.

.« r

Right face.

QincK March.

J

Half, Front.

\ Lefty Dre/s,

sading

? Each company,

12. P'rom
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Abflrad^.

Words
of

Command.

W'i

12.

From line to form
}

clofe column be-
j

hind the right<

company, or

diviHon.

TFoRj
j LU

)RM CLOSE CO-*^

LUMN BEHIND {

THE RIGHT f

DIVISION. J

A caution.

Right face.
All the other com-

panies face, and

^ _- f dif'-ngage their
Quick March

^ leading flanks.

/W/, Frcnt. ) Each company fuc-

Lft, Dre/s. \ ceflively.

»3-

From line to form

clofe column on

a central com
pany.

'Form close co-

lumn ON T

\

CO-"]

HE I— COMPANY ; ^A
THE RIGHT IN f

FRONT. . J

Inwards face.

cautioiu

14-

From clofe column

to form line on
J

the front com--^

pany (the right

in front}.

Quick March,

Haltt Front.

Left a Dre/s.

Form line on
the front
company.
Left face.

Q. March.

Halt, Front.

Dre/s.

March.

\ Hah, Dre/s.

All but the named
company, and

difengage their

leading flanks.

7 Eaeh company foc-

3 ceflively.

A caution,

1

Each company
when oppoflte to

its ground.

f When arrived in

i line,

i^. From
I
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Abflraft.
Words
of

Commanrf.

l
A caution.

15.

From clofe co- I § |J
^'"''^'

lumn to form in I ^ 6 1 j^ , ,^

Form line on
THE REAR COM-

\^ ^«v ivjARCH.
j rear company.

:^
f When it arrives in
C ^ine.

As foon as unco-
vered.

'"iHii lu lorm in 1 ^
Jine on the rear^ ^ - v - # i,n*»
company (the)

.
. ^

' *

"ght in from). ||^ Ha.., I When oppose its

o X I Halt, Drefs. X ^^^n it arrives in
&q 2^ I

J line.

i6.

from clofe column f^^'^w line on
(the right in I "^"^ com
front) to form/ pany.

company.
^ q^^,^^ ^^^^^

I

A caution.

The feveral dl vi-
rions to the hand
they move to.

as
... forming on a rear company IrLfe T)

°'
' •' P'^"""'

t, proceed as in forming o/a ffc-L'^'f^^f
^^ '» -ar of

i' i« compofed) fucceffively
""^""^ " '''"'"'°" ("^ 'vhich

FINIS*

>rfa . T,^"'^^
"^'ofard, Printer,



t o

Ills BRITANNIC MAJESTY'S OFFICERS—

The rules and REGULATIONS
FOR THE ARMY

Are publilhed in " Four Parts," with Sixteen Plates of

llefercnce, in One Folume. Price Six Shillings, in Boards.

War-Office, printed j and fold by J.JValter, Charmg-Crofs.
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jiDJUTANT GENERAL'S OFFICEi

May ijlt 1798.

FIELD MARSHALL HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS THE
DUKE OF YORK, Commander in Chief, is pleafed to

cHre6>, that every Officer of Infantiy fljall be provided with a Copy

of *' The above Rdles and Regulations }" and the Commanding

Officers of Corps are to take Care that ihls Order be duly ob-

-ftrved.
v

' " •
-,

' > . f,

,

- * WILLIAM FAWCETT,
•

• Adjutant General.

. r^

i
V 1 ;

irti
yitne 24, i8oi.

;> ** The Preceding fmaller Publiwtion" contains the FirJI and

Second PartSy with an Abftra6t of the Third Part, kc. for the

Ufe of Non-commissioned Officers of CavalJiy and

Infantry, who are required by The Commander in Chief to

lie provided with Copies. '
'-

HARRY CALVERT,
Adjutant General,
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