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THE VALLEY OF THE VASSE

V1l

'HE BUSH-FIRE
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lowing the splendid heroism of the
he loved dearest of all the

mov
and he
of

forward.

f

hands affliction, and

A not follow

¥ | would not
) | his
1

escape.

gsaddle,

man
s
S | world.

It was a’
faced by
hot breath
imn\im,’ the whole
which Wyville rode.
| the

ride that
audacious

could only be
¢ bravery.
bush
The

trees overhead shrivelled

The
of the leaping fire was )

through
leaves on
and

smoked. The cinders and burning
brambles floated and fell on man and
horse

But the rider only
him the human beings
Nearer and
and he shouted, as
them ; but

before
to
he drew

BOW
]Il'

nearer

best
they

meant
save :
he could, to
did not hear.
with straining eyes the
up his hands and sink to
the earth ; and he saw the woman,
faithful to the last, bending over
him, holding the wine flask to his
parched lips. He saw her, too, reach
her as 1 shield the
fallen one from the cruel flame that
hin Then she breathed
the and sank down,
Next moment, Wyville leaped from
his horse heside

It was
fallen
keep

cheer
He
man throw

saw

out arms, Lo
1 geized them.

air of flame,
them
too late
front
from

'The woman had
of the flame, if to
the of the man
deserved little of her
and still the hand of the
dead held to his lips the
that might have saved her

in
it
had
devotion ;
faithful
draught
own life.

One moment, with quivering face
the strong man bent above
while lips moved. Then he
raised his head, and faced his own
danger.

a8
face

who 80

her,
his

Already the fire had cut him off ;
but it was only the advanced line of
the conflagration that had reached
the water. It was possible to dash
back, by the edge of the swamp

The
flashed
horse

awful peril of the
him as he rode. The
bounded wildly ahead ; and
the skilled hand guided him for the
best But, as he
rose before the rider
than that before him.
filled with horror
overtook him and
heart like a great

A tree

moment
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flew, other scenes
even
The present
but the past
swept his

wave of peace.
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He was dead
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I'e-mana-roa turned to Hamerton,
alone of -all the
1 1 to the dead

I'he old chief read profound grief in
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true
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dark fi
the d
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We shall bury him ix
[he litter-bearers moved
forward, the old chief tool
behind the dead,
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than
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1im his own

be
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slowly
his place
and the bushmen
followed sad
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1y
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with the mourners
their right
stood near
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IRISH
HOME

NAME IS AT

Some time ago a named
Murphy died and left
to Harvard

scholarship for the

yvouths of his own name.
says the Boston Pilot
has sought the scholarship. Itis a
tribute to the Murphys, who realize
that they ought their educa
tion under Catholic auspices. It
ought to be hint to any other
Irishman that feels like helping to
educate those his own family
name to to the
colleges where the Irish name is at
home—the Catholic colleges—Cath
olic News.

man
v large sum ol
to

education

money found a
ol
Up to date,

no Murphy

to seek
a

of

give his money

THE WATERS OF
CONTRADICTION
ny \.\V\ ¢, MINOGUT
Author of ' Cardome,’
Night

CHAPTER 11

"Lil'l Miss" was inspired by none of
the motives that actuated her parents
in their relations with their
bors, With the pure democracy
childhood she mingled

Jorrowed From the

neigh
ol
them
had been accustomed
the children of the
town, and promptly
all who

among
a8 freely as she
doing with
little Eastern

characterized

to

as snobs
friendliness

re
sented her

Everything
school is the

considered,
most complete social
lever we possess. Often stranger
to them, and usually sent into the
profession by the necessity of earn
ing a livelihood or by a wish to escape
the drudgery that falls to the lot of
the daughter of the small farmer, the
teacher recognizes no distinction
among her pupils; and favoritism,
when it exists, is generally shown to
the best scholar and not to the child
of the most influential parents.

the little frame
school that stood on the slope over
looking the white road, in which
Lucy was destined to begin the weav
ing of the web of her destiny, as well
as make her short flights toward the
mount of knowledge, had been taught
by one of the daughters of the people
A descendant of the pioneers, a con
science, inherited from some Puritan
ancestor, had in the
of the family
utter abhorrence

a district

For several terms

Kentucky branch
expressed itself in
for the
of human beings as property
while his
the frontier laid the
of future wealth and
their prosperity, the
the long dull fight vinst poverty
and worn out before their time by
the conflict, left it to be continued by
their children.
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join the Confederate forces at Bowl
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recognizing
return her
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Moreover her wte of personal

freedom seemed to render it 1mpossl
ble for her
dependence,

to place ol
and determined
prevent the possibility of this
forced upon

own short-comings.

accept

she to
being
her
Not many open
ings presented themselves for these
worthy pioneers of the New Woman
movement. The one that appeared
most desirable to Miss Cora was that
of teaching, and immediately she
| began to supplement her slight store

her by necessity o1

of knowledge by a course of

which was gradually enlarged

study
until
hy

most

it embraced branches known only
pame to many of the country's

successful teacher

The year after the beheld
Miss Cora installed as teacher in one
of the less important district school

Walr

for trustees were averse to bestowing
the pitiful public funds, then paid to
instructors, upon who, they
remembered, had no experience, and
doubted if knowledge
Cora quelled her feelings
took up her work with t
She

to Inspire 11

ont«
they much
Miss and
of tl
louble stimyp

and ere long

he al 1€

enthusiast had a
lant now
gan to be heard |

of her district

she b
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ond the

The Superintendent, in his report,
found Miss Cora's the most perfectly
disciplined school in the
while the little backwoods pupil
would have held their with the
pupils,of the town school, he asserted.
had no jurisdiction
over the latter, and was
ly in o position to judge of the
merits of its students,
tribute to the young

country
own

As, however, h¢
consequent
not
second
teacher did not
much weight The cynical
remembered that Miss Cora was a
comely girl and the Superintendent a
man in the impressionable
period of life, and did not hesitate to
affirm that admiration for the woman
in dictating his report
concerning the teacher
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else
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a Stanton was always one ol

master,
the trustees. Theytook a pardonable

pride in the s« hool, and it not inire
quently happened that

from other

application

were received districts
such was the fame for efliciency 1t
had acquired. Hence, the highest
ambition of the county teachers was
to secure the Stanton school
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AL VISION

CHRISTMAS
By Fathe

A SPIRITI
FIRST

OF THE
EVR

Faber

many wonderful
The
have

has been
this
jOyS

There

picture earth, BOrrows

and

abou

s Oon
the ol men

pathetic

brought
t occurrences
and their wvice
have led to many catastrophes of the

dramatic

uiany

thenr irtues

whlic
most thrill interest
Indeed, the
fortunes of men
3 in real

hful

ing
mstantly intersecting
daily
vhich
the
iction to be

There

are acting
like the
painter,

unreal

been

gedile lle

Lit sunset ol

have

wny mysteries too, on earth, ein
hich man wascomparatively passive,

md God acted by Himself
when the Creator Himself
fill whole

reation ; times also, as in
Eden or at the
when He has

mingled with marvelous
His

times
has been

leased to the theatre

8 OwWn
the cool evenings of
door of Abraham’s tent,
condescen
s10n among creatures.,

But seldom witnessed
such a scene Mary, and
and the Eternal Word, in
of Bethlehem at nightfall
early evenings of winter
in. Mary and Jeseph had striven in
vain to get a lodging. St. Joseph
saint the world
heretofore. Mary was
the first in the hier
the of
power was the worth
of omnipotence, and
eternally predestined
Within her bosom
Incarnate God Himself, the
Eternal Word, the Maker and Sover
eign of all in Bethlehem, the actual
Judge of every passing soul that
hour. But there was no room for
them.

The
other

has
as Joseph
the streets

The cold,

are closing

was such a as has

never seen
above all saints,
wwehy  of
Heaven,
similitude
the

God.

creatures, Queen
whose
1est
vho
Mother of

was

was the

village
things,

was occupied with
more important ac
cording to the world's estimate of
what is important. The imperial
ofiicers of the census were the great
men there. Rich visitors would na
turally claim the best which the
inns could give. Most private
houses would have relations from
the country. Every was busy
This obscure group from Nazareth

that carpenter from Galilee, that
yvouthful Mother, that hidden Word,
there was no room for them. They
did not even press for it with
enough of complimentary oppor
tunity. It is not often that modesty
persuasive. A submissive de-
meanor is not an eloquent thing to
the generality of men. If God
not make noise in His own world, He
is ignored. If He does, He is consid
ered unreasonable and oppressive.

one
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does

the true
of all the
is no room

Here in Bethlehem is
Cmsar come, the Monarch
Roman Cwsar, and there
for Him, no recognition of Him. It
is His own fault, the world will say.
an undignified manner,
no authentic assertions

He begins by putting
false position ; for He
enrolled subject
demanding homage
I'his is His way; and He

understand it, and to

to for Him

) expect

He comes in
He makes
of His
Himself in a
be

claims.
comes to as a
of

sovereign,

1stead

xpects us to
know

when ftic

look and
Him,
» Was even a
y in the twilight
around Bethlehem that night.
Jerusalem would
iring Holy Week, or give
that He had each night
Bethany, in like
Bethlehem would
ve Him a shelter
may be born
its Creator the world
ulty of at least a two
to be born and to
world and to go

where

shadow of Cal
which gathered
Just
§ no one in take
Him in d
Him

to ret

food, so
manner
take

be

makes no diffic
fold hospitality
die, to come into the
out of it. Yet how did it treat Him
in both respects. He was
driven the animals and
born. That little vil
of tribes said truly,
for the immense and
Bethlehem

these
among
beasts to be
of
it had no room
the

could

lage the least
Incomprehensible
not indeed hold her who held
within herself the Creator of the
world. There was an unconscious
truth even inhospitality. He
vas to be born outside the walls of
jethlehem, He died outside the
Jerusalem. Thus He had
native town. The sinless
Him ungrudging wel
old cavity in the
or water-worn, fur-
roof of somewhat
starry

1Us

as

valls of

truly no
gave
and an
re-rent
Him with a
than the
night.
men
much as

sky of a
vinter’
were concerned, it
He could do to get
obtain a visible foothold
on the earth. So He was mnot
allowed to die a natural death. His
life was trampled out Him, as
something tiresome and reproachful,
or rather dishonorable and ignomin-
He was buried swiftly, that
body might not cumbering

DO iar as

born, and

of

jous.

His be

the earth, polluting the sunshine, or |

offending the gay city on the nation
al festival.

And all the while He was God !

Alas | the spirit of Bethlehem is
but the spirit of a world that has for
gotten God. How often has it been
our own spirits also! How are we
through churlish ignorance
shutting out from our doors heavenly
blessings ! Thus it is that we mis
man y all our sorrows, not recogniz
ing theirheavenly character,although
it is blazoned after their own peculiar

forever

age

eir brows.

life

God comes
; but we do
face We
His back is
departing from
Why is it that
almost always right
should be so
not

fashion upon th
t epeatedly in
kno His full

Him when

and He is

0O us r
not only
know
urned,
our repulse.
vith a theory
practice
> It

our

wrong is

| them

often | everywhere
80 much from a | what

1

want ol

to be

courage to do what we know
duty, although
rebel against it It is
want ol ritual
sufliciently, or

our nature may
from a
We
,AI]III(H\I\
minds to supernatural
I'he world
)y count by, th

most

rather
discernment,
do not of *set
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principles. figures are
world's meas
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alway
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bandy to meas
to be
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ures the
It 5 a
looking

ure
tiresome work
at
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things different
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thi effort 1

a strain w

point 1ew Ir

and, when to be life

long, it bec hich can

not be continuous ; and it

by
upernaturalized

only ceases

to be a strain our becoming thor

I'hus it is
8§ not

oughl

ristian life, which ha made

perfect revolution
worldly
life ¢ s it
unreality
in this life
life
not know
Hence 1t is

selves

In a man's

life, becomes no Christian

only an incommodious

which gets into our way
without helping us in the
Hence it is that we
God
that
the
how

{
our

to come do

when we see Him
o often find our

ide

there,

W

on wrong without

knowing we Hence
it is that inst
grasp what they are feeling after,
prophecies
constantly
God is always taking
when we

got
incts 8o seldom
our
our
miss their ends
by
business to be sur
did not in
was doing
which

80 often come untrue,
aims so

us surprise,
have no
prised at all.
the
\‘()
he

Bethlehem
what 1t
half the

least mean

one means evil

does
The and
find

sort

twilight
Joseph descend
the Cave—a
grotto, with before it,
common in lands, by which
depth and coolness are both attained,
The Arab builds by preference in
front of a cave, because half his dwell
ing is thus built him from the
first. The cavern seems to dr
them like a spell. Souls are strangely
drawn things and
places, when they vithin
the vortex divine vocation,
There are the lights and songs of the
crowded village above them, turning
into festival the civil obligation which
has brought such unwonted numbers
thither. Beneath
poor couple from
sought refuge with
ass in a stable.
What is to happen there ?
be differently
the points
consider it.
some
of

deepens. Mary
the hill. They
Stable Cave—a of

an erection 80

those

for

and to strangest

once are

of a

that gay street a
Nazareth have
the ox and the

It must
described according to
view from which we
Angels would say that
of God's decreas were on the
eve being accomplished in the
most divine and beautiful of ways,
and that the invisible King was about
to come forth and take possession of

kingdom not narrower than a uni
verse with such pomp as the spirit
ual and Godlike angels most affect.
The magistrate in Bethlehem would
say that, at the time of
pauper child had been added to the
population by a houseless couple
who hadcdme from Nazareth—noting,
perhaps, that the couple were of a
good family but fallen into poverty.
['his would the in which the
world would register the advent of
its Maker. It is a consistent world
unteachable one It
learned nothing by experience. It
registers Him the same manner
this very day.

of

the census, a

be way

only ar has

1n

Let
and
think
both

us go forth upon tae
the night darkening,

earth
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this
vhich

watch
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God is about t llow with

tion. 1icn

the great
and far

obscure
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new
such an
authentic
the «
business. (
and

empire

consecu ol

arth is occupied with Roman
yuriers

the

hastening to
fro upon

The
are giving
to many statesmen

The city of
itself is the centre of an intellectuul
and practical activity which makes
itself felt at the farthest extremities
of the empire. Upon minds
and especially those of a more phil
osophical cast, the growth of moral
corruption, and other great social
questions, are eighing heavily
I'here are lawyers intent upon
their pleading. Huge armies, which
are republics in themselves, are fast
rising to be t of
the worl nowhere in
the

highways of
of the
employment

the
affairs vast
colonies and
and

Romue

concern

governors. great

SOme
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lawless masters
politics
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cast visibly
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shadows are
ALl
The system ponderous as it is,
like a
one is sus

scene.
things wear a look of
worl
ted machine.
pecting . It would
for the world to be
making less reference to God than it
making then. No one was on
the lookout for a diyine interference,
unless it was that here and there
truth-stammering oracle per
turbed a narrow circle, whose super
stition was the thing likest religion
of all things in the heathen world.
In the palace of the Cwsars, who sus
pected that unborn Cwmwsar in His
Cave ? How often God seems to give
nations a soporific just when He is
about to visit them, and the appear-
ance of it is not so much that of a
judgment upon them as of a jealous
desire to secure His own
ment
There is a Greek world
vithin that Roman
world of intellect
disputation—the
of the conquered,
natural
away.

well-constru No

not be easy

was

some

conceal-
also lying
world. It is a
and thought and
honerable trifling
the refuge of those
independence
Many a brain is
there. Many find
satisfactory the
interest barren eclecticism.
There is a populous world of count
less thoughts, and yet few of
God ! Everywhere is
there a grandeur of disfigured truth,
magnificent
reason can
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passed
spinning syvs
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of a

how
for

of
coupled
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achieve

stability, |

with sad indications of what it fails
to do.
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calls it & baptism cause it
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dispose our souls @ coming

He
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For, as
sacrament of baptism cleanses
our souls from all stain of original
sin, 8o does penance wipe out all the
sins which, through frailty and per
verseness of heart, we may have
committed. And as without baptism
no one can enter ‘j)"
heaven, so also without true and
sincere penitence of the soul no
sinner can regain the friendship and
grace of God, which alone will obtain
for him the rights he has forfeited by
sin. Now, we all sinners The
few who have never lost their bap
tismal innocence as small in
number as the leaves in winter ; we,
the many who have prevaricated, are
18 numerous as the buds in spring.
We must, therefore, in order to pre
pare the way of God our hearts,
make use of the soleremedyappointed
for that That
true and sincere conver
heart and soul and nrind
from our evil ways. It will
restore to us what we have lost
through our evil deeds. Let us then
try and understand its full meaning
and significance.

The repentance which availeth to
salvation, in the first place, a
purely gratuitous gift of God. It is
a mercy purchased by the precious
blood of Christ Jesus. It is a grace
which can only come from above.
It must, therefore, be earnestly asked
for and anxiously sought after. We
must frequently and with all earnest
ness petition for it. Prayer, long
continued and from the heart, is our
sole means of bringing it to our souls.
We must, as it were, seek to obtain
it by doing violence to the heavenly
throne byour importunity. All times
and seasons are alike useful for this
purpose, but these days of Advent
are especially available for it. The
present is a time of salvation. Let
then a strong, earnest cry of persever-
ing prayer go up from our hearts in
these precious days of grace. Let it
not cease until we feel an outpouring
of the Holy Spirit filling our souls,
and an intense feeling of sorrow well-
ing up in our interior man. This
will manifest itself to us by a thor-
ough change in our whole being. For
this is what true penance, the
penance which winneth salvation,
will do for us. It will take from us
the old spirit of attachment
and place instead of it, a new spirit
I compunction and resolution. It

kingdom of

are

are

in

by God purpose.
remedy is
sion of the

alone

18,

U0 8s1n,

will remove from our eyes the veil of
blindness which kept from our vision
the awful our evil state.
It will inspire our hearts with a holy
fear, the beginning of wisdom, of the
terrible judgments of the Most High,
which are ever impending over the
sinners. It will

once, and completely,
from sin and incline us to God. It
will enable us to turn our backs on
the way which leads to perdition, and
place our feet in the straight road
which leads Zionward. Our disposi-
tion, hitherto inclined to evil, will
now give place to inclinations tend-
ing to good. In a word, our whole
hearts will be transformed, as it is
written, " I will put a new spirit into
my people.” This new spirit will
manifest itself in our lives, and
become evident in our works. It will
lirect our desires and rule all our
wetions. It will make of us new men
created in the justice and holiness of
truth. st will become a source
of aversion and we will
resolve to make amends by our future
its

danger of

heads of unhappy

us at

hange

Our p
dislike, and
conduct for many and grievous
In a word, we will
the ranks of Satan and
pTices under the
standard of Jesus and grace. This is
what real will effect
us. Any other penitence than

will not profit us to eternal life.

the baptism of penance
by John, the fitting and
only preparation for the coming of
the kingdom of heaven into our
hearts. It is emphatically our press-
ing and serious duty at this holy
time to endeavor to perform it. Let
us resolve earnestly todo it. Let the
voice, crying in the wilderness, find
an answering echo in our souls.
“ To-day if you shall hear His voice
harden not your hearts.”
not like to the prevaricators of old,
who listened not to God’s voice, lest
for us, as for them, the time of God’s
exasperation may come suddenly ;
and upon us, as upon them, may fall
the dread punishment, ever visited
by God on those who hearken not to
His call in the day of His grace, a
hardened heart an unpenitent
gpirit, sure forerunners of the judg
without which

shortcomings.
forever

and

leave
gin, take our
for

this

repentance

This is
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ment mexrcy awalts

those who die in sin and enmity with | ;

their Creator.

When the afflictions of this life
overcome us, let
selvés to bear them patiently by the

hope of heaven.— St. Alphonsus.
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I'HE WHISKY SWAMP

Some time ago there appeared in a
York editorial,

\\\.llll;)

paper a huge
"T'he Whi
yiue paragraph
that

iky
from it

Into

swamp millions have

wmd in it millions have
the
that
and
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vilure a lisgr
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to turn back,
And
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that
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and li
farther

I'h hurt you,
the light of
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hope
unp, and
on farther and
deeper.

“You are a man of strong will
whisky,

BAYVS
control
and stop when you please.

‘and can yourself

‘1 know 1 can,” says the whisky
drinker, and drinks again, and the
mud of the swamp little
higher upon him Heart

rises a
Sacred
Review.

DANGERS OF LIQUOR TRAFFIC

“"Consider that a large percentage
of the people, especially in the ranks
of youth, are too weak of themselves
to resist successfully the allurements
of the saloon, and really need the
protection afforded by prohibitory
enactment. Consider, moreover, the
financial from the
traflicinstrong drink, which is simply
enormous. And what
the appalling
which may be
directly, to
wrecked homes,

waste resulting
is much worse
catalogue of crimes
traced, directly or in
the drink evil; the
the ruined families,
the withered and blasted careers, the
havoce of all that is best and sweetest
in human life the
monster of To
drunkenness,” says the Archbishops
and Bishops of Ireland in a joint
pastoral address to their people
some years ago, To drunkenness we
may refer, as to its baneful cause,
almost all of the erime by which the
country is disgraced, and much of
the poverty from which it suffers.
Drunkenness has wrecked more
homes, once happy, than ever fell
heneath the crowbar in the worst
days of eviction ; it has filled more
graves and made more widows and
orphans than did the famine ; it has
broken more hearts, blighted more
hopes, and rent asunder family ties
more ruthlessly than the enforced
exile to which their misery has con
demned emigrants. Against evil so
widespread and pernicious we
implore all who have at heart the
honor of God and the salvation of
souls to be filled with holy zeal.'
True Voice.

ROME AND HOME

NP S—

wrought by

Intemperance,

80O

By E. H
Such is the

in the Lamp
title of an essay writ
ten by Bishop Mott Williams, of
Marquette, for a recent number of
the Living Church. Its purpose is
evidently to advise Anglic with
troubled consciences not to leave
their hiom the Episcopal Church
in exchange for the doubtful advan
tages that they mdy think to gain in
8 ']ki]‘
experiences of three people in whom
he is interested. They are Robert
Hugh Benson, Edmund Ffoulkes and
Dr. Miel.
The first
to Rome who stays there

ans

" Rome.’ writer discusses the

the
the
there,
the

rex

represents convert
second
the convert who but
eventually returns, third is
the Catholic priest ounces
his priesthood, but who ultimately
drifts into Anglicanism. The com
parison made between the wander-
ings of these three men is very fair,
and the conclusion reached by
Bishop Williams is as inte:
will doubt be
readers of the Living Church,
pointed out very clearly that every
thing depends upon the goal that we
are in search of * Respice finem.”

Bishop Williams naturally ranges
himself on the Ffoulkes and
Miel, although he is very kind in his
reference to Benson, He admits that
with the former, he is
desirous of finding a
comfortable ™ Home,"” where
follow own line of
thinking without restriction and yet
at the same time share in the advan
vell-equipped organiz
In distinction to this he pl:
the mental attitude of Benson, who
is only seeking for the True Church,
quite consequences.
This does not that the
are to be convicted of dishonesty,
but that they are quite of the opin
ion that there is no such thing as a
true Church, strictly speaking. This
may appear to be a rather startling
admission to appear in the pages of
a High Church paper. That it is a
fair statement of the will be
seen as we proceed.
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CASE OF BENSON
Bishop Williams has read Hugh
Benson's © Confession of a Convert.”
He sums up its contents very fairly.
He ignores the old explanation about
the "' glamour of Rome " and admits
that Benson had exactly calculated
the price of his submission. That
he was well aware that he would
have difficulties ; but being convinced
that the True Church must exist, he
could find Church that
wswered to its description.
Rome must be that Church, so
all the did not matter.
I'were, on the whole, inevitable. But
| he must go to the True Church.”
Benson was surely following the
Divine precept. " Seek ye, therefore,
first, the Kingdom of God.”

only one
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| been known
mitre, and who has always assoc

I'HE CASBE OF DR. MIEI

Dr. Miel is described very carefully
as o man who had practically lost his
faith, Those who read his
""A Soul's Pilgrimage will
able to discover clearly
this happened, It seems that sowme
sted to him that the author
that he had quoted in
pamphlets in defence
were
This seems to have completely dis
turbed his
thence on

to the city of

book
not be
very how
one sugg
1ies BOIMN¢
of Catholicisn
not

authentic or accurate

conviction and from
faith waned A visit
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his
days of the
Temporal Power only confirmed
doubts and he
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destroyed
be intere
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Benson of
belief in it. It would
to know what
that made
conclusive.
The
book
bers

were discov

he which
writer article read his
gome ye and
to remarked at
that Dr. Miel must have made a very
superficial investigation of the
matter which so greatly changed his
life. He seems to have accepted all
the long-since

of this

'S ago remenn

have the time

exploded fables about
forged decretals. After leaving
the Roman Churchhe became “closely
allied to unorthodox After
a long period had passed he came in
contact with Anglicanism in Califor
nia, where he was teaching. * He
allowed himself, Bishop
Williams, * to listen to Bishop Kip,
and resumed of
priesthood, our
Church

the

friends.

50 hl»\h
the
this
His

umpressions  of
there

exercise his

time in own
his

Anglicanism, If

diary records
18 a true Church on earth, it is
probably the Church of England

Our readers will not fail to
pare this faltering profession of
opinion with the enthusiasm of Ben
son. It is

com

hard to call his accession
to the Episcopal Church a conver
sion. Dr. Miel simply found a com
fortable corner for himselfand family.
He eventually settled in Philadelphia,
where he died as rector of the French
Protestant Church of Saint Sauveur.
His congregation consisted of those
who wished to brush up their French
by listening to his sermons. The
High Church clergy of Philadelphia
felt that they had to apologize for his
presence. Certainly they
regarded his experiences as in any
way an argument for the Catholicity
of Anglicanism.

never

THE CASE OF FFOULKES

This is a rather similar case. It is
remarkable how far afield Bishop
Williams has to go for illustrations.
Both- Ffoulkes and Miel belong to a
distant past. Neither of them
contributed anything of importance
to either Catholicism or Anglicanism.
Ffoulkes's notoriety is mainly the
result of his writing a book, ** Reasons
for Returning to the Church of Eng-
land.”

Here

ever

we another

lost

ELI‘VI'
has distinctly
Church. He exactly
About the time of Newman’'s conver
sion he had to Rome

with many After mature
consideration he discovered that he
had accepted the * Infallibility of the
Roman Church " without recogni
the full logical force of the idea.
found that believed
the truth of Christianity
rested © upon a high degree of prob
ability. Naturally he felt

of place as a Catholic pri

who
any

man
faith

80

his in

tells us
gone over

others.

Iing
He
that

he really

itself only
juite out

t, and

a period in which he ceased t
any active ith the
Church, he chose occasion of
Vatic

alter

nave connec
the
pronouncement of
Papal Infallibility to completely sever
his relations with Catholicism.
In associating himself
with Anglicanism

tion w
the
i Council

once more
he leaves us under
no misapprehensions as to the terms
of his affiliation. He hasnotreturned
to the {rue Church, for there
true Church., Here are his
quoted by Bishop Williams :

T is well as childish
to shut one's eyes, and to pretend
that in this or that existing
munify the teaching of the
Master finds its faultless
bodiment.

on.

is no
words
useless as
com
great
living em-
Everything is in confus
In the midst
not be

of this con
doubted that
the Church of England, which is the
very embodiment of the idea of
Christian dissensions, has proved it
self a in

fusion it is to

working titution on an
immense scale,

In
Church
niche where
he liked aud
ferred. His decision
that if there is a true Church it
probably be the one in which
is the most confusion !

other words, I"foulkes
Home himself
he could

choose

found a
for and a
believe what
what pre

seems

he

be
will
there

to

I'HE C

We said
identifies himself with the senti
of Miel and Ffoulkes. He
does this implicitly by writing the
article and giving it its title.
he also expressly asserts the same
convictions as they do.

ASE OF BISHOP WILI

Williams

IAMS

that Bishop

ments

never believed in the infallibility of
the Church myself.”

There was a time
expression of belief
found publicity in a High Church
journal. Surely the doctrine of the
infallibility of the Church was the
very foundation principle of the
teaching of the Oxford Fathers and
before them of the historical High
Church Party. Imagine the fury of
Dr. Pusey, did his eyes alight upon
such a betrayal of truth !
And this from a who has
to cope and
ated
himself with " Catholic views.” Let
us wait a minute before we condemn
him.

when such an

could not have

essential
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wear a

But |

He calmly |
have |

His words
but perhaps
depart

sound brutally harsh,
does not mean to
from the High Church
all, He has
his disbelief in the infallibility of
the Church without a gualification.
In his next Wt

have

he
posi

tion not declared

alter

sentence he says
believed iw its indefectibility,
the word infallibility
he admits the term " indefe

Whether such

le in the «

He disowns

a distinetion 18 possi
oncrete wi Il di
later It is at least o

the ab
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stract he is trying to meet
difliculty

After all, when High
to the “Catholic
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refer Church
purely

h does not
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would probal the
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number mutual antagonistl
spe this
burch unity” 1s only
to God, they are certainly
accustomed to infal
lit Rome is not infallible, Can
terbury is infallible, neither is
Moscow, but the Church is.

Now, it has
to know
teach

Churche When
1de

known

they vk of

al ( whose
claim that it is

not

a difficulty
divided Church ¢
infallible

sweeps

ever been
how a
with an

Williams
difficulty by denying that it is
lible at all It is indefectible
ever. In By its posses
Apostolic succession, a matter
that is capable of ocular proof. 1t is
the old branch theory again with its

0
voice.
aside the
infal

how

Bishop

what way

sion of

insistence upon Apostolic
as the only proof of
falling of the
have Bishops
Church
the

Succession
the standing o
Church. Where
there have
the succes
Episcopal order is the

¢
0

you
the
on of

you
because
only

the

essential and visible

proof
Christianity It

never failed in the past, it will
fail in the future., 1

permanence of
never

't heresy come,
matters
not

let schism come, it not, for
infallible

succession

he Church is
the
the

n
doctrine of its Bis
hops is
vitality !
True, ordinary High Church
man would confess this with his lips,
but is it not the inevitable result of
the Branch Theory? What is the
use of complaining about false doc
trine, when the existence of at least
threeconflicting "Apostolic” Churches
proclaims that at least two of them
must in way be wrong
Bishop Williams has found an ingeni-
ous way of ridding his mind of this
difficulty. He is not going to bother
about the confusion that exists
amongst Anglicans in matters of
faith, for it is the necessary result of
the fallible. He will
hold on to the Episcopate in which
Lord

single source of its

no

some

Church being

our made promises of perma
nence, and he will worry nI(mv,:.;\‘ best
‘an in the matter

One must

he « of doctrinal
admit that his
position is a very ingenious one, and
are tempted to that
has been formulate
his High
act upon

standards.

we believe he
keen enough
a principle that

Chureh confre

to
most of
res e
without knowing it
In a highly abstract

may be something to be
Bishop Wil
who holds it can
and

there
said for
on. A man
t back in his chair
thank God that he has a 1
He can also feel a
belo

lam's posi
broad
mind. certain
sense o ing to

dating back
\postles. He can do
ching and teaching
comfort from the
of the Prayer
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an
historic in

the tiie of

good work ir
He can get great
beautiful service
He can
as a respected
and friend.

But what if he happen
in aTrue Church ?
of a fallible,
carry him through ?
science bhe set at rest
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Book, live end his days
devoted pastor
w b we
Will this formula
ndefectible Church
Will his con
by it 2 (
in the concrete ?
an a Church be
without at the
infallible ? Let Bishop
William’'s theory is workable. First
let us try to define our terms in the

An
such a Church exist
How « indefectible
time
us see if

same being

that he uses them.

sense
By infallibility
the power
revealed truth of
of error.

he
the
fear

think that
to teach
God without

we
means

By indefectibility we think that he
ans that attribute of the Church
that ensures its permanent identity
to the end of time.

Now, the identity of
depends upon its pos
qualities

me

body
certain
without any
al change If these qualities
do suffer change then the identity is
destroyed. One of the qualities of
the Church is the power preach
the word of God. Surely so,
this is the express commission
received from the Lord. Yet, if we
admit this to be true we will eventu-
ally come back to infallibility. For
unless the Church preaches the word
of God infallibly, she will either con-
tradict herself in the course of time
or introduce false doctrines.
When she does this she destroys her
identity, for one of her essential
qualities has been lost. In a word,
she is no longer preaching the word
of God.
and indefectibility are
connected. Where is the escape
from this dilemma? Bishop Williams
attempts to provide such an escape,
and in doing so he is only following
High Church practice. He limits the
essential qualities of the Church to
the sole p of the KEpisco
pate. If this argument were carried
to its logical conclusion it would be
possible to have a Church presided
over by Bishops tactually descended
from the Apostles, and yet preaching
Mohamedanism instead of Chris-
tianity, The power to define truth,
| and to define it infallibly, must
come in somewhere to
J‘ possible situation.
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'I.V’lll was
who

a certain Christian man

always said grace before the
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Be present at
umnd every

our table, Lor

Je here wher

adored

One day his little boy

you alws ask Jesus Christ t
and be present at our

Hie
lhat very

table, but
never does
" Wait

while at

come father said
and
dinner, a
at the door. A poor man
who
very
God

see, day
ard

stood there

knock wi he

said, "1 am starving ; 1
miserable I think
loves and I love God, but I
very hungry and miserable and
cold.,” "The gentleman said.
in, come and down, and have a
bit of our dinner The little boy
said,” You may have all my helpi:

So he gave him all his helping and
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poor and
me
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Come
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A CHRISTMAS CAROL

A Merrie Christmas, Gentlefolk !
May Nothing ye dismay,
May peace of mind attend ye all

I'his blessed Christmas day

There was a star whose
Mystical and holy
Shone through the silent night

O'er a stable lowly,
Sing praise to God on high
that He
autily

light

And rejolice
Thus should
Humble

be

poverty.

A Merrie Chyl Gentlefolk !
And may your wealth and pride

Be mindful of the
This blessed Christmas-tide.

stmas,

humble ones

There was a Little Child
Innocent and holy,

Born of the Virgin mild,
In that stable lowly,

Sing praise to God Who gave
Unto you and me

Such Gift our souls to save !
0! the charity !

A Merrie Christmas, Gentlefolk !
And may your wealth and pride

Be mindful of the humble ones
This blessed Christmas tide,

T. A. DALY

CHRISTMAS MESSAGE
The of
young men of

good to others, to be unselfish, to give
up ease

THE

Christmas
service

message to

i8 one to do
and comfort for hardship and
suffering if
a noble ideal.

of a

necessary to accomplish

The infant in the
wayside stable came
down from the glory and the bliss of
Heaven, to to a
cave, to cold, a self
denial that
For what
love for us,

manger
swaddling clothes,
nd to
was to
purpose

a career of

end on a cross.
I'o show His
love to Him
to teach us by example
noble life,
the end.

message

to draw our
to redeem us,
,“V‘.‘\‘ to
heaven to us at

live a to open

Love is the of Christmas

to voung men ove that is love
that seeks the welfare
that illing
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How m
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temporal

until
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St. Paul
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yet how
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Bulletin.
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of
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Catholic
World.

every
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OUR BOYS AND GIRLS

-
BETHLI
ith little feet
With tender
With baby
I'o utter bat
Unmindful of tl
Fhat erowd the
He ¢

I'hrice welc

HEM
W

50 feeble

little

arry dom
to bid you welcome,

to His

omes

0me home

and lowl

an make 1t

I
When God is
I'his h

in a stable
vppy Christinas

J. W. A. in The Irish Monthly

CHRISTMAS GIVING

Christmas is here again, a
and happy time forsome,
for many
beloved
with what
the

but a dret

and sad one Plenty
poverty, the
gorrow and joy,

eyes do they watch dawning

| our

bes

to

close the

bright
ALy
and
and unbeloved,
different
of |

| It is &
who are
clad, but to
contrast the
good cheer them, it s
added wretchedness
This the time
and the helple
His love
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withhold
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dear Lord's

| pleasant season those
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from
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the poor very to

around me
only cold and
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destitute 38 need help.

mercy has
IllrlvH us un
, then, not
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ehooves

God in
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our hands from
good,

It
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help

matters not how poor we may

there is always some one we can

there
for
pain,

give a

Every day, every hour,
countle
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helping
kind w
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even to
Ihe
but

01
smile,
at hand
too often neglect to make the
the blessed privilege.

We must not harden the heart
hand the
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ord or opportun

ays alas ! we

most of

nor
against poor,
to
the joy of Christmastide

the hungry, the
appeal to us now In a Spec ial man
ner in the name of the Holy Child of
Bethlehem, they are His little
Let them not appeal to us in
vain ! And let not forget that
the very poorest of us not too
poor to give utterance the time-
hallowed salutations the bright
season, and the greeting, "A
Merry Christmas ! at
every turn, 1t of the
angels’ song. ""Peace on earth to
yod will! Charles Phillips
in Sacred Heart Review
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homeless
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“IS CHRIST A BROTHER

“Paper, Sir

‘Naw !"” said the
hobbled out of sight
story He felt brotherly senti
ments that night. The man
gellingnewspapers, did notseem suited
for his work. Neatly dr he
looked out under a hat
with eyes deep

ragged man and

and out of the
no
young
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innocent,
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how him up.”
stairs well,
if we can credit Mr. Butler

“Hello ! youthful, sit down for

a minute, Now, up ?

Jim mounted the very
Hliw

good what's
Conscience both you ?"
“No, sir, I came

bothering yours ?

ering

to ask what is

“"The retort
bothering me

courteous ! It isn't|
much. This beard
ing the lion in his den “for keeps.

“Mr, Burnett, it seems
find a mere newsboy talking the way
I do. But I am child, 1 am
geventeen ; had a good home,
I am now to work for aliving
and am glad to say I
along pretty well

“"Hold on,
mons atme
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steady job, I return her kindness by
her papers, and letting her
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