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NOTICES.

—_—

The Board of Management meets on the Jfirst Tuesday of every month, at
3 o'clock p.m., and on the remaining Tuesdays of each month at 10 a.m., in
the Board Room of the Bible and Tract Societies, 104 Yonge Street, Toronto.
Members of Auxiliary Societies, or other ladies interested in the work and
desiring information, may attend a meeting if introduced by a member of the
Board.
President’s address : Mrs. Shortreed, 236 Bloor St. West, Toronto.

Letters concerning the organization of societies, and all matters pertaining
to Home work, are to be addressed to Mrs. Grant, Home Secretary, St. Mar-
garet's College, 403 Bloor Street West, Toronto. The Home Secretary should
be notified at once when an Auxiliary or Mission Band is formed.,

Letters asking information about missionaries, or any questions concern-
ing the Foreign Field, as to Bible-readers, teachers, or children in the various
Mission Schools, also letters concerning supplies for India, should be
addressed to Mrs. Bell, Foreign Secretary, 29 Prince Arthur Ave., Toronto.

All correspondence relating to work in the North-West and British
Columbia including supplies, will be conducted through Mrs. A. Jeffrey, Sec-

retary for Indian Work in the North-West and British Columbia, 62 St.
George Street, Toronto.

All letters to the Board not directly bearing upon work specified in the
above departments, should be addressed to Mrs. Hugh Campbell, Correspond-
ing Secretary, 220 Richmond Street West, Toronto.

All requests for life-membership certificates should be sent to Miss Craig
228 Beverley Street, Toronto, to be accompanied in every case by a
receipt from the Treasurer of the Auxiliary into which the fee has been
paid.

Letters containing remittances of money for the W.F.M.S. may be
addressed to Miss Isabella L. George, Treasurer, 277 Jarvis Street, Toronto.

All correspondence relating to the business management of the ForeIGN
MissioNary TipiNGs—all orders, remittances and changes of address—should
be sent to Mrs. Telfer, 72 St. Alban's Street, Toronto.

Notices of Presbyterial meetings intended for the FORRIGN MISSIONARY
TipINGs may be sent to the editor, Mrs. J. MacGillivray, B.A., 72 St. Alban's
Street, Toronto .




Foreign Missionary Tidings.

Woman’s Foreign Missionary Society, Presbyterian Church
in Canada.

(WESTERN DIVISION.)
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SUBJECTS FOR PRAYER,

February.—For those women who have offered themselves as mis-
sicnaries, that others may come forward, and for those in training,
For all colleges, schools and hospitals connected with our missions.
For rulers, that they may be disposed to seek the good of the king-
dom. For missions in Syria, Persia and other Moslem countries,

Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth
not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.”—2 Tim. 2: I5.

“But this I say, He which soweth sparingly shall reap also spar-
ingly: and he which soweth bountifully shall reap also bountifully,”—
2 Cor. 9:6.

“The entrance of thy words giveth light; it giveth understanding
unto the simple,”—Pg, 119: 130.

—

INCREASE,

Presbyterial F')ciety—
Owen Sound. . wiarkdale Auxiliary,

Sarnia......... Lamon Auxiliary,

London..... .. Springfield Auxiliary,

Brockville. . . . . “Willing Workers Mission Band, Prescott, re-

organized.
Brockville. . . .. Kemptville Auxiliary,
Guelph........ “The New Century” Mission Band, Knox Church,
Guelph.
R ——

LIFE MEMBERS,

Miss Helen F. Fraser, Kingston.

Miss Parsons, Topp Auxiliary, Knox Church, Toronto,
Mrs. M. Park, Topp Auxiliary, Knox Church, Toronto.
Mrs. Stewart, Knox Church Auxiliary, Stratford.
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Mrs, Patterson, St. Andrew’s Auxiliary, Winnipeg.

Mrs. James Grant, Humesville Auxiliary.,

Mrs. Wm. Brown, First Church Auxiliary, Vancouver,

Mrs. M. G. MacBeth, Augustine

Mrs. J. Johnston, Knox Church

Miss Waugh, St. Andrew's
3 Mrs. Geo. Wood, St. Anc
tk Mrs. Bryans, East Cl

Auxiliary, Paisley.
Auxiliary, London,
Irew’s Auxiliary, London,
wrch Auxiliary, Toronto,

TREASURER'S STATEMENT.

$

[SABELLA L. GEORGE,

- ————

4,362 27

Treasurer,

Church Auziliary, Winnipeg.,

Miss Ida Moffat, Baltimore Auxiliary,
de Miss Fanny Bowden, “Willing Workers” Mission Band, Exeter,
B ———

te RECEIPTS.
g 1899.
k Dec. 1 To balance from last month........................... $849 60
“ 1 “ Sarnia Presbyterial SOCIOY icusssrsarcerscnesesssnns 812 50
* 2 “ Stratford Presbyterial SOCIIY eressssosalrosanennenios 1,339 19
i ““ 2 “ Missionaries Expenses from Stratford......... . I 30
I 4 ' Sarnia Presbhyterial Society, West Adelaide....... Ic 0o
{ .6 Glengarry Presbyterial SOCIetY..uuiiverrrnnn 225 ou
" 5 “ Freight, Bombay to Mission Stations, from
Guelph Presbyterial Society..................... 5 44
*“ 7 % Sarnia Presbyterial Society, Sombra M.B....... . 6 oo
“ 20 « Saugeen Presbyterial Society, Holstein............ 39 50
“ 21 ¢ Parjs Presbyterial SOCIetY..cuveirievrrerrrerrnnrr 1,034 74
“ 30 “ Lanark and Renfrew Presbyterial Society,
, e e SRS A A 32 oo
30 %M, J. “For Christ’s Mission WORK:* isnrsraisbossassss 2 oo
R e 5 oo
.
$4,362 27
EXPENDITURE.
Dec. 5 By Postage Home Secretary.........cuovvvreererin.nn, $1 10
o s “ L M. Certiticates............ooooomrrr " I 09
il Missionary’s EXPONses ........cvcucissscremrrarsstnenn 3 0o
e.-8 Postage, International Secretary .......oovvennnnn,rn,. . 88
“ 18 Rev. R. H. VBRI, DB oovistcovssrsenmsomsomnren ,000 00
“ Balance on hand
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ITEMS OF INTEREST.

We would can the attention of our Society to the fact that the
Board are considering the alteration of the

Tidings, ;

From time to time questions have come in from Preshyterials
and private members with regard to the improvement of the type and
raper, and acting on these and other suggestions the general feeling
of the Board js that the Foreign Missinn:lry Tidings he brought out
in different form, l)cginning with our Woman's Foreign .\Ii.«innur_v
Society year in May we hold there s abundance of information in
l"()rvign Missinnnrv Tidings as it now stands, but, with its large cip-
culation and with the growth of our Society, we think a more pleasing
form would be acceptable. Smn(‘thinp: in the way of a neat cover,
better paper, larger type, is what js aimed at at present. To meet the
extra cost, not only of the Foreign Missi()n:lr_v Tidings itself, hut also
of the postage, it is thought best to raise the subscription from 12 cents
to 15 cents per year,  Single copies, 2 cents. We hope this will meet
with the approval ~f our members,

A warning note s sounded to any Anxiliary that might feelinclined
to send 3 donation to the famine relief fund mentioned helow. Do
not take it out of vour regular funds. Remember, our Estimates are our

first claim. We must not hamper the carrying on of our regular work.

-t your donation e an extra. In this past year of prosoerity
throughout oyur land, this may be one of God's open doors of Oppor-
tunity,

Foreign )lissiunary

The need ofa second famine fung is no douht a thought which has
occurred to many who haye been reading in Tidings and in othep
papers of the dire distress in India, and the question wil| have
come to some - Is our Woman’'s Foreign .\lis:i(\nnry Society
not taking steps  to  aid the Foreign Mission Committee in
relieving the sad conditions ? The Board have been anxiously
devising means to meet this urgent call, at the same time having
in mind e very large estimate qohich the Society s under obligation
to meet during the present vear, What plan, then, can he adopted?
Surely immediate relief is 2 necessity! Two subscriptions have
already heen sent in with the request that they be forwarded for
relief-work. There may be other women in our churches or many
of our Auxiliaries and Mission Bands who would gladly join in
such a plan of relief hy sending in subscrintions over and above thejr
regular missionary offerings which ¢ ] icul,

ar urge them not
to 1'nfring¢' upon. We would suggest this method to

all interested and
ask that subscriptions, whether large or small, he forwarded to the
reasurer, Migs Isabella 1., George, 277 Jarvis Street, Toronto Ajl

money thus donated will, without delay, bhe forwarded through Dy,
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Warden to our lady missionaries to be used Ly them for the special
purpose of relieving the destitute women and children.

‘“ One dollar *’ writes a missionary, “ will support a child for a
month.”

‘ One dollar ""/gave breadto thirty-eight women and a child for one
day.”

One of the subscriptions sent in is from Indian Children at Hur-
ricane Hills, N.-W.T.. ard accompanying the money was the following
interesting note: “Since Mrs. Jeffrey’s visit here we have introduced
a mission box into our Sabbath School. Last Sabbath we opened
it, and found it contained $7.60. When our Indians were told of the
condition of things in Central India and the trying circumstances they
have to face they were unanimous in voting the money for the relief
of the famine-stricken people. At our New Year's service sixty-five
cents more were added, making, in all, $8.30. This sum we have
much pleasure in forwarding, and we leave it to the Board as to whom
it should be sent. On children’s day we took up a collection for the
Century Fund, using the envelopes sent us for that purpose. When
opened they contained $5, in sums ranging from five cents to twenty-
five cents. That we forwarded to Dr, Warden.”

A valuable paper. “The Outlook, Opportunity and Obligation"” is,
published in this number. Tt was prepared at the request of the Board
by Mrs. McCrae, of Guelph, for the Women’s Pan-Council meeting,
held last October in Washington. All papers were held over by the
General Committee for publication in their report, so that it has only
now been forwarded to us,

The Home Secretary has on hand two papers, “ Why we are here, *'
and “How we can create an interest in Missions,” suitable for reading
at Auxiliary or Band meetings. Apply to Mrs, Grant, St. Margaret’s
College, Bloor Street West, Toronto.

liss Goodfellow writes us a very cheering first-letter from India
where she was warmly greeted on her arrival by our lady mission-
aries, To those busy workers in the present need more willing hands
must be doubly welcome, Miss Goodfellow will remain at Mhow
;imlt(ill March, when the Women’s Council will appoint her to a special
eld.

Little Gracie Goforth passed away after months of weary suffering

onFOctober 19th. Her little grave is the first foreigner’s at Chang-
te-Fu,

“There’s a home for little children
Above the bright blue sky.”

We would extend our tender sympathy to the downcast parents in their
grief, and also to Miss Pyke, whose father and mother have be>n
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ecial suddenly called home within three months of each other. The Board
were deeply touched when word of the second bereavement reached
or a them only a few weeks ago,
In last month’s Tidings through some printer’s error after the last
P Proof reading, .the name, Rev, A, J. McLeod, was transf‘c.rrcd from
the last lette, in the issue up to the letter headed, “Ouyr First Free-
will Offering,” which was  written by Mr, R. C. McPherson, of
-l‘ur- Ckanase, We regret that the credit of it was not given to our mis-
ving $ sionary there, who is much gratified at the fine spirit shown among
iced his Indians, This was their first iree-will offering they 1aving of
ned their own accord agreed that an offering be taken up every two months
}:L‘; Independence has always been one of the bright hopes we havve en-
lief tui'tamed. in the Christianizing of the Indians belonging to our North-
five West Missn)n..e. ere 1s a further instance ‘(‘)f the progress of the
P Okanase mission, Mr.'McPiierson writes: “Our Indians have also
om been_consndermg that it is time they were able to do without the
the clothing they have been receiving fpr SO many years, and P'm\-g come
hen to.th‘c conclusnon that they send their thanks to the Woman’s Foreign
ity- Issionary Society ladies, who have been so good to them, and
b réquest that no more clothing for adults be sent, but that they would
e ’ like some for the children for 5 year or two longer
a:fl' The Toronto Presbyterial Annual Meeting will be held on F riday,
i . Febrpary 23rd, in Knox Church, Queen Street, Toronto, Business
th(: Mmeeting at 1o a.m,
nly Preparations are nearing completion for the world’s Missionary
onference to be held in New York, April 24th to May 1st. The
p, ' onference ig interdenominationa]. Ver one hundred societies haye
ng already responded to the invitation, and missionary workers are
t's , expected from g parts of the world.
€ women’s meetings in connection with the Conference wil,
lia be hcld'on Tuesday and Thursda_v, April 24th and 26th. On Tuesday
there will be sectional meetings on the following topics: “Literature,”
n- “Wor mong omen and Children” « Methods of Giving,”
ds | “Educational, Evangelistic and Medical Worl.” Five of these sub.-
.’“l’ Jects have been assigned to oman’s Missionary Boards in the
a United States ; the sixth (“Evangelistic Work”) has been accepted
vp Y the Canadian Woman’s Missionary Societies, who responded to
g [ the invitation from the World’s Committee to take part in the Con-
R erence,
The Canadian Societies will have three short papers prepared and
read by lady missionaries.who have had practical experience, each
Paper to be followed by discussion,
ir he special phase of the subject for our own Society is “Method
n in Presenting Christian Truths”: (a) To women in zenanas and else-

where; (b) to children; (¢) to women in Mohullahs, %

Ai \J
o ——
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Miss Duncan, missionary on furlough from Neemuch, o O
has been appointed by the Board to prepare this paper, her work in
India being evangelistic makes her particularly well qualified to deal
with the subject.  All our missionaries on furlough have invitations
to be present as delegates, Besides these our Society is to be repre-
sented by Mrs, McQuestin, of Hamilton, and M 5. MacLean, of
Guelph, Mrs, Ross, of Lindsay, will represent the Otago and New
Z(‘:tl.’md W.F.M.S,, and Mrs, Thorburn, of Ottawa, Qu nsland So-

clety in answer (o requests sent to the Board asking to appoint
representatives for their Societies. Meanwhile during tl.¢ two months
previous to these meetings earnest prayer is asked fo; all Christian
workers on behalf of those who are to take part, th e result of the

Conference on great missionary subjects may be frui(jul in arousing a
feeling of deeper consecration to the Master's cause, a feeling that will
be world-wide in its limit; that through this also all missionary organi-
zations may be united in One Grand Forward Movement for the per-
manent occupation of every unevangelized land.

—

THE OUTLOOK, THE OPPORTUNITY AND THE
OBLIGATION.

—_—

PAPER READ AT THE WASHINGTON CONFERENCE,
By Mys. McCrae, Guelph,

Standing at the close of the century we look back into the dimness
of its early years to see our own progress, and forecast the ever
widening outlook of the future, We may be scarcely conscious of
motion, yet the receding shore shows that we are under way,
Events have hastened. In the early part of our own century steam and
electricity were unknown, trade and commerce between countries were
limited; and economic conditions tended to isolation of nations and
individuals, The hand of God ijs in all history, and the thoughtfal
observer will see how facilities of access and intercourse have multi-
plied: prejudices and superstitions have been removed: the literature
of the Church enriched, and foundations laid. Indeed, every invention
and agent for the bettering of the world has indirectly been of use in
Preparing the way of the Lord.

Little interest was taken in mission work, though here and there
heroic men stand out from very dark backgrounds, and though early
attempts were only partially successful they gave evidence that the
principal had taken root. We find as late as 1824 that a proposal tn
send the Gospel to the heathen was met by the rebuke, “When it

—
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p.'vas_cs God to convert the heathen He will do i

Or mine,” and in a Prcsbytcrian General Asscmbly a similar Proposal
Was treated a5 rcm]utionary, as in a blessed sense it was,

But God haq a purpose of mercy for those for whom no map cared,
and the fulness of time had come, Men began to realize that when
they haq found the Messias the next thing was to bring their brother
to Him, Jegys takes the loaves, gives them to His diciples, they to
the multitude, and many are fed. And God provided men and women
of a missinn:nr_v spirit, and opened doors for them in a1 lands, working
\\undmusly, and gave His Holy Spirit as perpetual endowment of
Power to make thejr work successfyl, HOw successful cannot he
Stated in this brief baper—we cannot “rehearse g]] that God haq done
with them, and how He has opened the door of faith to all the
nations,” Ffjs Provision is ample for the world’s conversion, and Hijs
Word s stited to a]) peoples. Tt is the promise of God unto salvation,
and there jg the most absolute assurance of jtg ultimate success, “Ag
truly ag live,” saith the Lord, “the whole arth shall pe filled with
My glory,” On God's part the equipment is complete, To get the
true outlook Jet us fall back upon God, Hjs purpose and Hig ability
to carry it oyt He who hath led will lead. "Let us lift up oyr eyes
unto the Lord from whence oyr help came, from whence the help must
come for others, “Conccrning the work of My hands, command ye
Me.” . Ig not that encouragement for to-day? and assurance for tq-
morrow?

But the responsibility of carrying out this work falls upon us, and
the OPportunities gre SO varied we are sometimes at 5 loss where
to begin. The field is the world. The ever whitening harvest fields
ie everywhere, afar off, in the busy streets, in the lonely mining camp,
on the quiet farm, and we are the witnesses to tell of the risen Christ,

One of the great features of present day mission work is the exis-
tence and success of our Women’s Foreign Missionar_v Societics. and
they are destined to be powerfyl factors, reaching by the medical
and educationg] work of women in the foreign field, a class that can
¢ reached in pq other way. Ip most of our Congregations these
Societies exist, but if We compare the ro]] of membership with the
women of the church we see great room for €xpansion, and every
one who is interested at home increases the working power abt:oa.d.

Upon our women at home we earnestly urge loyalty to the missions
of our own church, and in no other way, perhaps, can we better serve
the cause, The women of our church have much to do with this.
Let the tone of our households be (listinctly in sympathy, al.wd.our
attitude kindly at least. If there is Systematic instruction in missions
from the pulpit and in Mission Bands, then let us speak about it
at home, becoming acquainted with the fields and the workers. Lct
them be femembered in the family Prayers, Facts are a necessity

t without your aid

T R
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of intelligent interest. Let us take time to read to the little children.
The reward will follow when our day of service is past. Our deepest
interest, our influence, our money, is pledged to our own church
and her mission work. Our membership implies that, and we might
urge all this on the score of economy alone. As an outcome of right
home influence we expect a supply of missionary men and women.
“Pray ye the Lord of the harvest that He will send forth labourers
into His harvest,” and He answers sometimes in the words of our own
son or daughter, “Here am I, send me.”

Many of us are very busy women. Each day our work waits.
The housework, the care of little children, anxieties about daily bread,
and clothing, church work with its multiplied meetings and societies,
the poor are always with us, society of a healthy Christian sort has
its claims, the interruptions which crowd into our days—all these
are legitimate enough, but in addition we weaken and worry ourselves
about what next week may bring; hurry and fretfulness take posses-
sion, and we feel it so difficult to keep our own hearts warm, to culti-
vate the divine in our common life: and we look at God’s work in
that distorted way, and pray in that discouraged spirit. But let us
realize that one of our own great opportunities lies in putting God
in remembrance: there is literally no limit to this ministry. “Helping
together by prayer.” Giving God no rest till He establish. “And
it shall come to pass that before thev call, T will answer, and while
they are yet speaking, T will hear.” The opportunities of prayer offer
a fine field for the perseverance of the saints.

In making provision for our foreign fields, one object that should
be steadily kept in view, is the strengthening and training of native
pastors and teachers, as the great peoples of India, China, Africa and
Japan will likely be brought to Christ largely by the agency of their
own sons and daughters. This is the natural way, and our prayers
should be urgent to that end. We must recruit from the enemy—
“Make war support war.” Let the converts become the preachers.
Our mission work to-day is costly of blood and treasure for the
life is a short one. After years of training at home. on reaching the
field the language has to be acquired, and the great need tempts our
missionaries to overwork, before they are used to the climate and
different conditions of life. In a few years some fill graves on the
field, others are sent home on furlough, broken in health, and then are
asked to work harder than ever “stirring up” the people at home.
“My people do not consider.” John Ruskin says: “We work habitual-
ly beneath our strength.” but missionary women generally work over
it. There never were so many open doors, so many seeking sinners.
“We would see Jesus” is a request that must not go nnanswered,
whether it is asked by the lips or by the utter need. God is love.
and we must translate that to weary men and women. We need

T
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hewness of spirit and new obedience. If we have the Spirit of Him
\vho_came to seek and to Save, our love must find express

e simply willing and obedient
The cry for money will be
1eard; there g plenty of money for God’s work, but it is in the

pockets of sHis own people. We are half-hearted, “Ephraim is a cake
not turned,” and the indifference of Christian people is the greatest
drawback to-day to that which we ask for when we pray “Thy
kingdom come,”
It is now dark, and Jesus has not yet come to the
to you, all ye that Pass by?” The need does not really impress ys,
t is so far away. The very fulness of our lives keeps us from seeing
it. It is not a matter whether the obligation is ours, We are debtors
to everyone out of Christ till they have heard of Him, and His
‘ommand ought to be sufficient.  Have we seen the vision splendid?
as the Holy Spirit come with power into our lives and hearts?
as Christ been precious to us? How can He see of the travail
of His soul and be satisfied, if we lay not these things to heart? Let
s draw very near to Him this afternoon. He knows how weak we

any times we have vowed and not

r things come first,

e Lord turned and
looked upon Peter, and what transformation, what strengthening of

thp bl"ethren afterwards, So if we see Jesus crucified, risen, ascending,
reigning, and expecting, let us glorify Him, doing His work in new-

hess of Spirit, in 1 glorified way, with a fresh endeavor after neyw
obedience,

m. “Is it nothing

“He takes our yesterdays, dim and old,
Touched by sorrow .and sinning;
e gives instead, with a grace untold,
e year’s first dew and the dawn of gold;
e gives us the fresh beginning.”

Can we not ask Him to restore
unto us the years that the locust hath eaten? Phillips Brooks says,

“I beg of you to live far-looking lives,” and one has said, “What is
before us, and not what is behind us, touches us to enthusiasm.” The
time is coming when the everlasting Gospel shall be preached unto
them that dwel on the earth, and to every nation, and kindred, an-

and one Shepherd,

tongue, and people, and there shall be one fold
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THE FAMINE.

—_—

PARAGRAPHS FROM THE BOMBAY GUARDIAN AND THE INDIAN
STANDARD, NOVEMBER 16,

The famine includes five sixths of the Central Provinces, nearly
the whole ot the Berars with the Deccan and Gujirat, South East and
Central Punjab. Many native states in Central and Western India,
large groups in North Bombay Presidency, Baroda State, nearly all
of Indore, all Rajputana, and minor states in Central India. Besides
these there are many other portions of India where there is only an
eight anna crop. In Rajputana and other places there is a water
famine also, water selling at sixteen seers to the rupee and even at
cight seers to the rupee. It is almost a double famine as there can De
1o sowing this autumn and, therefore, no reaping next spring

God help every Christian to do his or her duty. What can we
give up? What sacrifice in order that these poor people may live?

The accounts in the papers are by no means exaggerated. Every-
where we find villages deserted and the people flocking to big stations.
There is no attempt at cultivation except here and there a little field
where there is a well. Last week there were 70,000 people on relief
works in the Hissar district alone.

In parts of the Punjab poor-houses have been opened up and the
people are flocking to them at the rate of 100 a day at each place,
Many pitiful stories could be told of whole families begging to be
taken in.

Government is doing all in ite power but it cannot cope with such
hopeless circumstances,

Mrs. Lawson of the American Mission in Punjab says: “Our efforts
have been confined to widows and orphan children.” " I find but few
missions taking in orphans and widows, especially the latter. What
must be done must be done quickly, to delay means death to hun-
dreds.” She tells the story of a woman eating one of her children,
In another district, also, a man and woman were found about to kill
and eat a child, when they were discovered and a goat given them
instead. Instances like these are happening all the time.

In Rajputana to the north and Gujirat to the west of our Cana-
dian Presbyterian Mission field, famine has already committed terrible
havoce among the people and their cattle. In the former district
the distress has been greatly augmented by the failure even of drink-
ing water. Immense numbers have left their homes in search of
food and water. 1In Marwar, immediately to the North of us, the
greater portion of the cattle have died.

:f
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Many of the refugees have fled to Malwa and
here, .the land of the famine refugee, where there is no record of
famine ever ocecurring in the past, the present distress in parts is ter-
rible, and threatens to be universal. The refugees from other parts
find little or no work, and are dying slowly of want. Among the poor
of our own field we hear of many getting only two meals in three
days, and those largely of unnutritious food, A few weeks will see
the famine (lc\':lsmting the whole district, and especially the Native
States,

While famine, and refuge from it in Malwa,
with the Marwarics, it is otherwis

Nimar, But even

are old experiences

e with Gujaraties, And this accounts
for the relatively smal] numbers of the famine stricken who have as
yet come under our notice from Gujarat, But in Dhar we heard
sad stories from our missionaries, and saw some rescued ones whose
gratitude was touching, Angd we have seen sad enough sights here
too, from Gujarat, The other day we saw a girl apparently support-
ing an emaciated boy, but when we got to them it proved that the
little skeleton Was supporting his older sister who seemed unable to
stand or walk alone, Near by was the father and another child, while
the mother and two more were sajd to be behind.

We rejoice in all that is being done for the relief of the famine
stricken, of our own and the neighboring districts, by Imperial and
Native State authorities and by private individuals and organizations,
One difficulty in the way of State authorities is the patch-work quilt
way in which the different States are mixed up, Private relief knows
no political boundaries, and it is pleasing to see what is thus being
done by shopkecpers and others, even policemen, 25 well as by mis-
sionaries, Our missionaries in Neemuch, where Marwaries first
reach our field, have already given food to about 25,000, and the
oficers in the station have Sympathetically contributed to aid them.

Another missionary writes from Kolhapur: Some of the things
uppermost in the minds of the people here are the Drought, the,

lague and the Alleged Poisr)nin_;,r Plot. Plague has entered the city
and is spreading in the villages. Every Station of our Mission is now
infected except Miraj which occasionally has g case imported from
Sangli, where eleven hundred out of twelve thousand inhabitants
died last month, and the pestilence s stil] raging. In this city the
pestilence g 10t confined to one street or Peit, so when one goes
into the city he incurs some risk. Hence we have our dhobi, shimpi
and other servants live in rooms or bamboo huts on our compound,
Twenty-five thousand people have left the city, and there is g constant
stream of departing people.  Appeals have come to us from poor
native Christians in the villages who are either segregated and so
prevented from earning a living, or are suffering from famine. Soe

anything that the writer has

We are having troublous times beyond
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yet experienced in India. Then, too, we are suffering from what may
be called a “Reign of Terror” here. Harsh plague measures are

enforced. é
y SUBJECT FOR THE MONTH.
— i

PERSIA.

King Cyrus was the founder of the Persian Empire. It was
conquered by Alexander the Great in 334 B.C. In the seventh cen-
tury of the Christian era the nation was conquered by Mohammedan
Arabs.

The present Shah or King of Persia, though not possessing
the one hundred and twenty-seven provinces over which Ahasuerus
ruled, has an important kingdom of 8,000,000 people.

About three-fourths of the population are Persians. Besides these
there are Arabs, Turks, Kurds, Armenians, Nestorians and Jews.

The Nestorians and Armenians believe in Christ. For ages they ‘LV
have been cruelly oppressed and, except where they have beer
taught by the missionaries, they are in the depth of ignorance and
superstition. The Nestorian church takes its name from Nestorius,

who was Patriarch of Constantinople in 428 A.D. The Armenians
are named from the land of Armenia. Dr, and Mrs, Perkins and Dr.
and Mrs. Grant began mission work among the Nestorians in 1835.
The lar guage spoken by the Nestorians had never been written.
Their only books were a few manuscripts in ancient Syriac whizh
many of the priests were unable to read. The faith and courage of

" these pioneers have given ideals to their converts and inspiration
to their' Successors. It was Dr. Grant who said, “I dare not go up
to the judgment seat until T have done my utmost to promote the
kingdom of God in the earth.”

Miss Fidelia Fiske arrived in Urumiah (Oo roo-me-ah), Persia in !
June, 1843. After her school was established, she visited the mothers r
of' her girls urging them to come to her room that she might pray
with them, and visited not only in the city, but in the adjoining
villages. She and her associates fasted and prayed for a revival, and "Y‘J
the “greglt mvakqning" followed. Later, when Miss Fiske knelt at a !
communion service with nearly a hundred converted Nestorians, it ’
1s said that there was only one present of the whole number with
whom she had not prayed. While teachers and students prayed for
themselves and for each other in Persia, prayers, frequent and fervent,

ere also ascending from Mt. Holyoke seminary for them, ‘
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Are the home workers® and those in the foreign field to-day as
closc_ly lxllcrlliikC(l by way of heaven? Tpe Presbyterians have in
’grsia, according to the latest Annual Report, I3 ordained American
missionaries, 4 medical men, 15 wives of missionaries, 16 single
women, 4 of then, medical women, a total of 48 American missinn:lrics,
with 3,053 Communicants,

At Teheran the work among Armenians has narrowed rather than
enlarged, there has been disagreement and strife in the little native
church. Byt the OPportunities of work among Mohammedans have
Increased, “although open confession of Christ is g trying thing for
those whose religion appoints the apostate to deathh.”

—

SYRIA,

“The manners and customs of the modern
tommentaries onp biblical descriptions.” There may be seen the
Bedawin Arabs with their broad, Jow tents, and sometimes with their
children, “ag dirty and as bright as any children in Syria.” Some
years ago, Dr, Harris, of Tripol, described an eéncampment quite
near the place where he was treating patients:

"It consists of six black boat-hair tents, some of which have seen
the rains of many winters, the occupants all clothed in g costume so
simple it may have remained unchanged since the days of Abraham,
The women have only one garment made of cotton, dyed with indigo.
‘he dress is very full, especially the sleeves, which if allowed to fal]
would nearly reach the ground. Over this ig worn a garment cnt
Square, with holes for the arms; this is so large it can be used for g
head covering, or drawn up to the waist, tucked under a belt or goat
hair and used at the back to carry bread, clothes, grass or babies.”

There are the Turks, who are also I\I()lmnnne(lans. Except as a
result of Frotestant education, there is in the East no middle class,
only officers and slaves. One who sympathises with the Moslem
Peasantry cannot faj] to hate the Ottoman Government. In Western
Asia Minor the Moslems are diminishing owing to conscription, mis-
government and moral causes,

amsey says in his “Impressions of Turkey,” “Tn the condition of
the Turkish Women lies the reason for the steady degeneration of the
Turkish people.” =

The Greol\'-spcakin;\r Albanian servant of a traveller, pointed to
a number of Turkish women toiling like beasts of burden near 2
village, and remarked with a world of scorn in his tone: “Thus
are the Turks, the wife of Akhmet sits at home.” A

This traveller says, “After a long time among the Turks, it was

orientals are living
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quite delightful and refreshing to meet, beside a Kurd village, a young
man driving out g bullock cart to harvest and a young woman walk-
ing beside it talking, laughing and engrossed in each other's company,
It was like 2 breath of Europe, bedring the scent of home.”
It is believed by many in Turkey that the Armenians will probably
be exterminated except those who eseape to other lands and that the
g Greeks will be next attacked. © Just now the friends of humanity
| rejoice with trembling over the Sultan’s assurance that for the
Present the Armenians are to be left in peace, Surely it is time, as
200,000 have been slain and perhaps more than that number have
dicd from starvation and hardship. The Sultan’s Government would
gladly pull down every college and school; but a long series of recog-
nitions and authorizations from previous Sultans stand in the way.
It is said that the Sultan’s mother was of Armenian blood, and that
his character confirms the idea, as he is a religious enthusiast, more
energetic and persevering than an ordinary Turk.

The Presbyterian Mission in Syria has's stations, with 13 ordained
missionaries and 7 lay missionary, 13 married women missionaries,
9 unmarried women, and 178 native assistants, There are 28 native
churches, with 2,300 communicants, and 4.818 Sunday School scholars,
A pleasant feature of mission work here is the harmony existing
between all the missionary workers of the various socictics.~F0rciqn
Mission Fields.

B

D ————

HOW OuR MISSION BAND LEARNED TO PRAY,

,_ Our band is composed of girls from fifteen down to seven years
! of age. We have wondered many times if any other band has
iH trouble getting its members to pray in the meetings, and I asked
| our leader, Miss Helen Campbell, about it one day. She answered:
1 “Yes. I know some of the children are not willing to let their voices
‘B

be heard in meeting, for the ladies who have charge of some of
the bands have talked with me about it, Suppose you write and
tell the young people how we managed it, and may be they will
i all make it as casy as we did. I think it will do good if yoir
| give them our experience, and let them see that it is not SO very
‘ hard after all.”

Well, one Sunday, about a year and a half 480, we girls were
very much astonished to hear our minister read 2 notice from the
pulpit to the effect that Miss Campbell would be glad to meet at
her home the next Saturday all the girls of the church not already con-
nected with the missionary society, that they might form themselves
into a mission band. We were greatly excited over the notice,
and we talked about it out of school hours al] through the week,'
and when Saturday came Miss Helen'’s parlors were full; and the
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little bits of children were there as well as the older ones. She was
just as glad to see them, and made them feel that they were just as
much needed as the larger girls.

When we were all quiet, Miss Helen told us just what a fission
band was meant to be and do, and . how we must study about the
different countries, and the missionaries who €0 to these countries
to teach; but you« all belong to a mission band yourselves, and do
just the same things, so I need not tell you any more.,

But just before wedwent home, Miss Helen said: “There is one
thing more important than all the work you can do, and all the money
you can give, withoyt which the cause of missions never will prosper,
—and that is, Prayer. Every one in this band must pray every day
of her life that God will bless and strengthen the ministers and
teachers away across the sea, and that He will put it into the hearts
of  Christian people in America to send their money and their
brayers to aid in the work of preaching Christ to those who haye
never heard His name. Now, beforel{we g0 home, let us kneel down
and ask Him to give us a tryea missionary spirit, and bless all the
work we may do as a mission band.” Then we all knelt, and Miss
Helen prayed that God would accept (he offering of all our hearts,
and that He would take our work and {our money and bless it, not
ecause it was $0 much, but because We were in earnest, and gave it
for love of Him.

At our next meeting slips of paper, on which were written
Bible-texts, were passed 1>und. Each slip was numbered: and when
our number was called we read our text: then Miss Helen offered
prayer. For several meetings we each had either texts or verses to
read, but no one ever prayed except Miss Helen. One day she asked
s to pick out our own texts for the next meeting, instead of depend-
ing on her to do it. Even the little girls had their texts, and we all
enjoyed reciting them, because we found them all by ourselves,

At one of the meetings after we had been organized about four
months, Miss Helen said, after she had read a few verses of Scripture:
“For several meetings you have read or recited Bible-texts, talked
ab =t the country which was the subject of the meeting, recited
poetry, asked questions, and have taken part in all the exercises ex-
cept the prayer, T purposely gave you texts and poetry to say that
you might not be frightened at the sound of your own voices: and
now that you have gained confidence in yourselves, T think you ought
to help in the prayer also. T think Jesus will not he pleased with
this band, nor bless its work, until every one in it is willing to mace
this sacrifice for Him. In a moment we shall kneel to pray, and I
will ask Bessie Bronson, Della Cutler, and Mamie Foster, each to
offer a short prayer.”

We knelt, and there was 1 long silence in the room. Not a
girl said a word, and then Miss Helen prave< wst as usual. When
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We rose we*all wanted to laugh; but Miss Helen’s face was so sober
that we did not dare. We all expected that she would say something
about it, and we were not mistaken; for after the map exercise,—we
lad Syria, that day, 1 remember,—the singing, the reports from the
missionarics, the papers on the dress, the children, and the religions,
were all over, she ta] ced to us for a few moments very earnestly about
taking part in the prayers of each meeting, as well as in the other
exercises.  “Of course I know it will not be easy at first,” she said:
“it is never easy for anybody; but Jesus will help you if you ask Him
every day. I have 3 plan that wil] make it much easjer for every one
an of you if you will try it Before you come to the next meeting,
' think of just one thing that you want to ask for, and have it ready
in a few words when T ask you to pray. We will call these little
prayers sentence-prayers, and want everybody to be ready with
one for the next meeting. How many will promise?” Nearly every
hand was raised and the ‘Promise was given.
When we left the church we talked a great deal about the new
o | plan, and our hearts were none too brave when we thought of praying
- aloud, even one sentence, before each other. How could we feel
otherwise when we never had let any one but our mothers hear our
Prayers?  “If Miss Helen ever asks me to pray again,” said Della C
Cutler, when fwe were nearly home, “I'll do it, if T say nothing but
‘Now I lay me down to sleep.” . I never want to see such a sorry
look on her face as there was this afternoon. Let ys all do the best
We can, girls, next time., Good-bye;” and she slammed her own gate
without giving us a chance to reply, but we all felt exactly as she did.
When the regular meeting of the band was announced in church
i two Sundays later, we members of it looked at each other and smiled
a little, for we thought of the dreadful ordeal of “making a prayer”’
g before people. We were 3 at the meeting and each was braveiy
£ determined to ask God for the one thing she most wanted for the
! mission cause, After a chapter in the Bible was read, Miss Helen
said: “We will now ask God’s blessing on our meeting, on the mijs-
sionaries everywhere, and on aj] the little children about whom we
have been studying, in the sentence prayers you promised. Della

W Cutler will begin, and the others follow, and let the prayers conie

il quickly one after another.” '
Bl We all knelt, and though our voices trembled, every one of ys

it prayed our little prayer, and all these together made a long prayer

g with many different petitions in it; for, strange to say, no two of qr

us asked for the same thing. When we rose from our knees we looked
at each other in wonder, surprised to see what an easy thing it was
to pray aloud, after all. .

For several meetings we had sentence-prayers, until by and by
our leader suggested that each of us have two sentences instead of
one. You can easily see how it became not only an easy task, but
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a delightful privilege, to offer prayer in our meetings; and now any
one of our band may be called upon to Pray at any time, and she is
always ready and willing to Irespond,

“Isn’t it nice, Miss Helen?” said one of the youngest members,
alter she had taken part in one Yof these joint petitions. “It is ever
$o much nicer than it used to be, because you see we help to do jthe
praying, as well as send the money.”

We all feel that is is indeed blessed to help in everything, the pray-
ing as well as the giving; and we study each month’s topic with tenfold
the interest that we used, because in addition to mere information,
we are looking for something for which to pray. It is strange what
a zest that gives to everything; I would never have believed it before.

I hope this account of what our mission band has done will help
other bands to try the same plan, and also help them to persevere,
Although it may be hard at first to let our voices be heard in prayer,
I know that it becomes very easy after a few trials, Do, please, try
it and see.—Woman’s Work for Woman.

—

HAL’S INVESTMENT.

Hal’s pocket was a very queer place,
A little of everything in ijt;

A ball, knife, some hooks and tacks,
That he might need any minute,

But one day it held a brand-new cent,
Yellow, and shining as gold,

Not to be spent for candy or toys,
But to be « 'vested,” as he told.

So he ’vested first in shingle nails,
And straight off to his mother ran,
“Tll fix the closet for you now,
As well as the carpenter man.”

Ten cents he earned with his penny,

Then he bought two balls of stout twine,
And each fruijt bush in the garden

He tied up straight and fine,

So the penny grew all summer,
Turned over and over again,
ntil at “Treasury meeting”
It counted up twenty times ten,

The queer little trousers’ pocket,
ould scarce al] the money hold,
And 2 Prayer went up ‘with each penny
S it into the mite box rolled, —Over Land and Sea,
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LETTERS FRoMm OUR MISSIONARIES.

—

India,

—

THE AGED; ARE UNCARED FOR.

BY MiIss K, CAMPBELL, INDORE, c.1,

Natives of India have never learned the fifth commandment, The
aged are not honored and cared for. Qpe day 1 was appealed to for
help for an aged woman who was said to be quite friendlegs, On,
hunting her up, I found her crouching in 3 very tiny room in which
she could not stretch herself to sleep.  She had one daughter whose
husband hag employment ip 4 shop where Sweets were made, [t
was said that ghe had been Jef comfortably provided for a¢ her
husband’s death, but her son-in-law had coaxed the money from her
and, when it was all spent and a time of scarcity was approaching,
had turned her out. Whether that be true or not I cannot say. At
all events she had beep turned out of her daughter’s home, and had
Nno means of subsistence, To be sure, after g daughter is married
her mother has no longer any claim upon her. The mother may
visit her daughter only in times of sickness, and then she must make
a present of money or clothing sufficient to cover at least the cost of
ler board, so that she may not be chargeable to her daughter's
mother-in-lay’s family, Also, when 1 daughter visits her mother
she expects not to return empty-handed, so that there is 5 saying
among the Hindoos that, “All "her life a daughter is , ‘lenewali’
(taker),” This, too, often causes trouble with the brothers in ,
family, who begrudge what is given to their sisters, This old woman
ad now no longer anything to give, so she was turned off,

Promised her g weekly allowance sufficient to feed her fairly well,
and bought cooking-pot, 2 drinking vessel and plate for her with the
understanding that these were mine, to be returned to me gt her
death, However, T recovered only the cooking-pot, the rest could not
be found.

Twice a week, sometimes oftener, T went to teach her the Way of
Life for she must soon go down the valley of death. Poor old woman,
she seemed to grasp in a dim sort of way that “there is one God and
one Mediator between God and man.” Long after she had avowed
to me that she trusted in Christ alone for salvation, T found that
she still went to the temple. T asked her why she stil] went if she
believed in Jesus. She said: “T only go to see the ‘tamasha ’ I don't
worship: the idols, they are only stone, T trust in God alone, I pray
everyday, T sa_v"-hn]din;zr out her chaddar as if to catch the grain,
and looking upwards—« 0 God, give me food and clothing.” "Poor
old creature, it was her miserable old body she was anxious
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in-law very furious and she abused all my ancestors in general and
myself in particular, which yas reported to me in indignant tones by
the school children. |t gave me a chance to tell them that “gati”’
could not possibly hurt anyone but the one who gave it and that
charcoal and water could never cleanse a mouth so filthy as that which
used foul language,

The child was taken back into her home and removed from
school. She stil] came to look in at the door and salaam wh:n
passing to bring water from the well,

Not long after I was surprised one Saturday Dy a visit from the
old woman and her daughter., They looked very subdued and had
come to tell me that the daughter had quarreled with a neighbor,
had bitten and scratched her, angd that she had to 80 to jail for a
month or pay a fine of Rs.25. | wondered if they hoped that I,
would offer to pay the money. The woman was in a frame of mind
to listen while [ talked of sin, its consequences and the remedy. So
far as know, however, nothing came of ijt. She spent the month
in jail, Afterwards, I Very occasionally met her at her mother’s
and she always listened respectfully,

The old woman was gradually getting weaker and frailer, and

could see that she was not long for this world. When the nights
8rew cold she got one of the flannelette Jackets sent out in the mission
box and seemed grateful. Onpe day she asked for 4 cerfain natiye
mixture which they use for colds and rheumatism. The woman who
did the grinding offered to make it if I would give her the money
but, remembering the half-cent for grinding, I said: “No thank you,
one of our Christian women can prepare it.” Sq it was made and I
took it to her but the rooni was empty, she had died during the night.
Afraid that we, the Christians, would bury her if we knew, they carried
her off before daylight to he burned, They said that the clothes we
had given her were burned with her, Sewed up in her quilt were
found Rs, 14 which she had saved from her weekly allowance, to buy
the wood and ghi (clarified butter) for her burning.

Some days before her death the Bible-womun had said: “Ma-ji,
you are nearing eternity, what ie vour hope?” and she had replied:
“Bai-ji, T don’t know much, but T know ‘Jesus Christ saves my soul.’”
using the words of a native hymr. which had been a favorite of hers.

—_—
LANDING ON INDIA’S SHORES.

FROM MISS GOODFELLOw,

Indore, November 30, 1899.
Ubpon arriving we were met by Mr. Russell, Miss Weir, Miss
.Lo_vdcn. Mrs. Smith, Miss Jamieson ‘anq Dr. O’Hara, Miss Campbell

joined us in the evening; Dr, and Mrs. Nugent are at Mhow for the
present; Mr. and Mrs, Taylor are at Indore,
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Upon arriving at the ladies’ bungalow we were received by Dr,
Smith, and also by quite a number of native Christian women, who
sang, “Oh, happy day” and another selection, and, having ready a
necklace, a bouquet and a bracelet of lowers, we were soon decorated
with them,

This is a VEry pretty custom of the natives when wishing to
express their pleasure or show their gratitude. It touched us very
much. How my heart filled with gratitude to ‘think that I had been
permitted to come and share in the joy of gathering in lost ones from
amongst those poor, benighted souls. And though it may be some
time before I am able to labor intelligently amongst them, yet it
will be such a pleasure to see, in the meantime, what others have
accomplished, When I visited the prayer meeting last evening and
saw the bright happy faces, and heard the singing from over
a hundred or more glad hearts, | thought it was like gazing
upon some magnificent structure, the foundation of which had been
laid with great difficulty, weariness and loss of life, the hardships of
which we cannot share and will never understand fully. I ajso felt
the force of those words: “The wilderness and the solitary place shall
be made glad for them, and the desert shall rejoice and blossom as
the rose.” The home surrounding of the missionary, bright,
pleasing and homelike, their lives in the midst of this parched ground
“a pool” and “springs of water” to this thirsty land, and you see as
a result of their work “the glory of Lebanon” in the lives of some
of the native workers.

€ can scarcely form any idea of what it was for the first mis-
sionaries to land on India’s shores. No sight greeted them like we
had on reaching Bombay, with ‘ts bright English harbor, for is it
not what England has made it! Even in the faces of the natives
in that part of the town where you land you do not see heathen India.
You wait for that until you pass the densely peopled native part with
their lines of shops, every door as you pass along an entrance to a
shop of some kind, and in most cases the whole front of the shop
orming a door, where you see them sewing (often on foot machines
like ours), sitting on the floor, sewing by hand, baking, making their
toilet, and in fact doing everything they indulge in, many lying on
the streets resting or in doorways, the most of them happy looking,
for they take life easy: but there are many wretched looking creatures,
and just now I understand the famine is driving many into Bombay
and other towns in search of food, and thus making the plague worse.
e warm reception by those in the field forced you again to contrast
the present entrance of a missionary with that of the early pioneers:
11so the roomy homes and good food, more home-like than any we
had on the way (if you do not visit the kitchen). The foliage was
beautify] beyond description, especially in Bombay, as you wend your
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Way up to the “Towers of Silence,” where the Parsees leave their dead
to the vultures for food, and when the flesh is torp of the bones, the
body is thrown down into the centre, Thoge towers are not high in
themselves~you can see little but the high hill on Which they stanq as
You approach, As you drive along the side of the hill to your left is the
bay. On the shoreg numerous Parsees are. worshipping the setting
sun. To the right the high bank js covered with foliage—the most
beautify] tints; I never Saw anything to compare with it in oy home
land, and Your memory recalls the words, * Vhere every prospect
pleases, and only map “js vile.”  The vultures, perhaps fregj from
their last victim, are flying overhead or resting by the dozen on the
numerous palm trees in the valley below ys a5 we reach the top of
the hil].

From this point a full view of the city can be had, which is beau-
tiful indeed. We saw no sign of the darkness reigning in the homes
below, We are surrounded by the homes of the wealthiest of India’s
hosts, and the darkness is seen and felt here even amidst such gy
roundings. You ask, "\\'utchm:m. what of the night?” and the answer
is heard, “The morning cometh, and also the night,” Yes; we are
sure of the fact that the morning is dawning for India as g nation,
but night is also coming for many indi\'idunll_v. because we have
and are delaying about the King's business when it requires haste,

I drove into Indore vesterday morning with Miss Weir and Miss
Leydon and Dr. O’Hara, also Miss Thompson. We left at 6.30, and
arrived at 830. It was nice and cool, A session of council in the
morning and afternoon, Prayer-meeting at five o’cleck; also a call at
the other bungalow made a busy day.

S
China.
——
HONAN.
FROM THE EXCHANGE,
November, 1890,

Hsin Chen.—North Honan is at present in a state of great unrest,
Since the third year of the present Emperor., Kwang Hsi (twenty-two
vears ago) there has not been such an unpromising condition of things.

he past Summer’s crops haye been almost 5 total failure, The people
were hoping for the usual wet season and a good fall crop of vege-
tables, neither of which has materialized, The river has never been
50 low in the history of the mission. Farmers dare not sow the Jittle
grain they have while the ground is so dry, and it is very evident that
ere long the supply will he far short of the demand. Even now Zrain
and the like, brought to market, is simply gobhled up at double and
treble the usual prices, The export of grain is officially prohibited,

—
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and where officials cannot prohibit the villagers along the river them-
selves seize the grain boats,

_many places the wildest rumors and the greatest excitement
Prevail. Men bringing grain or vegetables to market are ‘seized with
fﬂ‘"'/«)’. and, Illl'n\\'ing_{ down their burdens, they run for their lives.
Others offer to sell al] they possess for a mere pittance, and in terror
of rebellion Or something worse, take to flight on horseback. The
loreigner as ysyg] comes in for a large share of the torrent of evjl
stories. The COMmonest just now, and most generally believed, are
to the effect that the missionaries have agents going about poisoning
wells, This is even more firmly believed around Chang-te Fy and
Cl‘l’u. Wang than here, and seems to be affecting considerably our
mission work, byt especially our medijcal work, so that while at this
Station the daily hospital treatments average about thirty, at Chang-te
‘u the attendance hag dwindled to about five or six per day. In may
Places wells are watched day and night, while others are covered and
locked, There g much cholera about, and no doubt this has some-
thing to do with the stories about the bad well water. Nor is this
drought anq Straitened condition of the people confined to this pro-
vince alone, for much the same sad tale may be told of gl North
China, and we learn that much anxiety is at present felt at Peking.
The slaughter of animals has been prohibited for a time to propitiate
the anger of ¢ 1¢ rain gods, and since the three days’ service of prayer
Ir the shrine of the Temple of Heaven, ordered by the Viceroy, has
failed to bring rain. the governor of the Imperial Prefecture has been
Sent, as a last 1 source, to fetch the famous iron tablet from a de=p
well in the Dragon King Temple, only a few miles to the east of us,
It is sad to contemplate that the season is already too late for rain, so
that this winter g large proportion of the pcople must certainly die of
Starvation,

Ch’u \\':m;:.~’l‘h«~rc is a good deal of alarm around here just now
on account of robhers, and our ente rprising town council have lat-ly
armed the constabulary with guns and cast-off military coats, Four
of these hrand ew police were led out to-day to the Pit west of our
compound, accompanied by g standard-bearer and two spearmen: the
latter, T Suppose, to protect the riflemen, They were out for practice
with blank cartridge, They seemed to form gz ring, and each man as
¢ came opposite the target had to “present. arms”and fire off his
powder. He then Passed on in a ciscle to,an attendant, who held the
ammunition, and whe helped him to reload. Division of labor, as
you see, is down to g fine point, here, I was told that the men were
VEry nervous and scared of the new (?) fangled weapon. Their limhs
trembled, and they took the precaution to shut their eyes and dodge
when they pulled the trigger. Once or twice a gun went off up in the
air before it was brought down to the “present.” g, it is perhaps

1Ust as well for the rest of the citizens that their first practice was with
blank cartridge,
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Cheng Te Fu.—P]easing reports have come of the opening of the
new chapel, but especially of the Christian spirit exhibited among
the 120 or more church members and adherents present at the
opening, Espccially commendable is their zeal and earnestness in
preaching the Gospel, not only in their own homes, but in the sur-
rounding villages. Tt is most encouraging to see their fearless eager-
ness to preach the Word in the very districts where they receive the
bitterest persecution, Foremost among them all, both in giving of his
means and in personal work, is a man named Li, who also supports
three wives,

Mrs, Malcolm has just passed a creditable first year's examination
on the Chinege language.

Our lady missionaries have been hindered from visiting in the
villages, as the wild rumors were so bad that there was danger of
trouble. Tt ig doubtless on account of the extremely dry season that
S0 many evil storjes are being circulated.

Indians in the North-West and British Columbia.

TO LANARK AND RENFREW PRESBYTERIAL.
FROM REV. A. J. M‘LEOD.
Regina, Nov. 25, 1890.

Iam enclosing you the formal receipt of the boxes and bales sent
us by the Lanark and Renfrew Presbyterial Society. I do not know
in what way adequately to €xpress our thanks. [t gave great joy to
our hearts to see SO0 many good things coming for the school. In
this consignment there Was as usual a splendid and liberal assortment
of clothing and other supplies, The liberal quantity of warm, home-
made mitts, socks and stockings was something grand, Byt from the
list now before me I do not know how to particularize, Everything
was suitable and serviceable, and it is continually a source of joy to
think we are now so well prepared to have our big family face the
cold North-west winter,

Our attendance is at present about 115, Thijs is an increase of
twenty over the corresponding period last year,

TO MAITLAND PRESBYTERIAL.,

FROM MR. J. M‘ARTHUR,
Beulah, Nov. 30, 1899.

The clothing so kindly sent by the Maitland Presbyterial Society
to the Indians of the Beulah Reserve has come to ys in safety. The
clothing is very suitable, and the supply is abundant. Mrs. McArthur
and I have been busy for the Jast few days in dealing out the clothing
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to the Indians, The aged, women and children are helped very much
by these gifts in Preparation for the winter, and they are very grateful
to the Christian women who have done so much for them. The dolls,
too, have brought joy and gladness to many little hearts.

n behalf of the Indians I desire to thank very cordially those
kind benefactors in Mission Bands and Auxiliaries, Mrs. McArthur
joins me in thanking the same Christian friends for their kind
Temembrances to ourselves and family.

TO TORONTO PRESBYTERIAL,
FROM MISS GILLESPIE,

Mistawasis, Dec., 11, 1899,

It is time T was redeeming my promise and writing full particulars
regarding the clothing received. T had it in the house for z week
before 1 coulq get it unpacked as the men were still working at the
kitchen, and it would cause too much confusion to open it until every-
thing else was in order.,

On Saturday my father and T untied the bales, and were delighted
as layer after layer of warm, comfortable garments were handled, and
my joy was complete when T came to the generous supply of hoots,
These are always in great demand, and it is hard to keep them al! sup-
plied, but there js such a quantity this year that I think it can he
accomplished. Ty quilts, etc., are very welcome, as ‘without them I
would not have been able to supply bedding sufficient for my little
family this winter. Now I can tuck them all up snugly. But needless
10 go into detail. The supply was an abundant one, and of the very
first quality, and every child was clad from head to foot. We send
You our sincerest thanks for al] these tokens of your love and thought-
fulness, and special thanks do my father and T send for the generous
way in which we were remembered. Surely such kindness should
urge us on to greater effort than ever.

And now I muyst tell you about my little family
Through the united efforfs of Indians, missionaries and government
officials the kitchen was moved to the end of the house, and raised to
the same height as main building, with two rooms upstairs and a nice
little store-room partitioned off down stairs: and labor and all did not
Cost more than the forty dollars granted us. We are now quite com-
fortable. The clothes’ room is such a help.

I have seven children living with me from Monday until Friday of
each week, and We are getting along beautifully, Four are between
the ages of five and six, and the other three are somewhere round
eleven and twelve. Two of the older ones are bovs. Clara is only
eleven vears old, but she is a great help to me, and a sweeter dispo-
sitioned child could hardly be found. By bestirring ourselves at six
sharp in the mornings we get through with our work very nicely by

and the house.
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school time. Before leaving we put on the pot of soup for dinner,
and father “keeps the pot aboiling” unti] noon. In the evenings we
have more time to ourselves, We are busy, but T don’t think any of
us will suffer through it. So far I fee] very well. It is worthy 6f note
that these children g0 home every Friday evening to Indian homes
and return on Monday morning, and not once yet have I had occasion
to change their garments or clean them up in any way before allowing
them the use of their heds here, and the seven children come from six
Separate homes, Clara Pratt s not treaty; all the rest are,

We are busy at present preparing our litt]e speeches for the Christ-
mas tree. Then those lovely dolls will be brought to the light and
make glad the hearts of many,

S,

TO TORONTO PRESBYTERIAL.
FROM MR, F, 7. DODDS,
Moose Mountain. LR., Dec, 26, 1890,

After considerable delay on account of bad roads, misunderstand-
ings, ete., we got the clothing oyt from Moosomin, and the bodies f
the aged, sick and destitute have been warmer since, Their hearts
have also been warmed toward the missimmr_v. and, let uys hope, toward
Tim whom he represents. Please accept our thanks on behalf of our
people here for the relief and blessing which the supplies enable ys to
give. The Indians of our North-West owe a great debt to our Wo-
man’s Foreign .’\1is<inn:n~y Society in al its branches for its untiring
efforts in promoting their well-being and supplying thejr needs,
spiritual and temporal; and if repayment here seems small or inade-
Quate, the members of the Woman’s Foreign .\li\'simmry Society are
coming nearer to the perfect life of Chiist, who “came not to be min-
istered unto, but to minister.” [, that day when wrongs are righted
and debts are paid they wil] be amply recompensed when they hear
the Master’s words, “T was sick, and ye visited Me: hungry, and ye
gave Me meat: naked, and ye clothed Me.”

Our thanks are due for the quilts sent to the missionary’s wife and
daughter, who are pleased to receive them as tokens of kindly feeling
and Christian love,

ur work is going on steadily. The Indians come to me more and
more for help in the way of information and advice, and I speak and
read to them as opportunity offers, It is difficult, indeed, to get away
for even half a day to go to Cannington for necessary supplies,

T —
TO LONDON PRESBYTERIAL.
FROM MRS. M‘LEoD,
Regina, Assa., Dec. 27, 1899,

I must not let the year 1899 close without a letter to you to acknow-
ledge the clothing we have received from the different Auxiliaries, We

A —
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never were better supplied, nor had we all our wishes so fully satisfied.
Mr. McLeod and T have often said, how coyld We get on in the work
if it were not for the help of the ladies in the east,

. When I was cast this summer I met $0 many kind friends who were
Interested in the Indian work. I went to the church where the ladies
met to do the quilting for the Indian box, and it did me good to see
the interest cach one took in doing her part.

While thanking the W.F.M. Societies please don’t forget the little
Mission Bands, | feel so interested in Mission Band work, and hope
and trust many missionaries will go out from the present Mission

ands to tell the heathen of the Saviour. While speaking of Mission
Bands T would like you to thank the Murm,\' Mission Band, St.
Andrew’s Church, London, for all their handsome gifts to the children,
and also for the parcels that were marked, “Mrys. McLeod.” T feel
very grateful to 3 the members of the Bands for so kindly remem-
ering us all, and T hope they may have a pleasant and prosperous
New Year in their wor. I would also thank the First Presbyterian
Church, London, for all their kindness, The children’s splendid outfits
from both churches (London) were such a help, and fitted so nicely,
Some of our little ones wonder how the kind friends in the east knew
just what size to make their outfits, I think they will long remember
London, Many of oyr little ones are cosy and warm thig winter
through their kindness, and altogether we have been able to make all
comfortable as wel] as very. happy at this Christmas season, Christmas
passed off very |)|v:ls:mtl_\', and all were very happy. The children al
had turkey, plum pudding and other good things for dinner. For tea
they had strawberry jam, cakes and g large Christmas cake. After tea
we held our Christmag tree entertaimment. All were delighted when
the hour arrived to £0 into the big room. We were all so pleased to
think there was not one sick child that had to remain in bed. Of
course Nancy is poorly, but Nurse Milne had her dressed and taken
down to the entertainment, Spe fully enjoyed it, and was none the
worse.

Since coming home the end of September we have been living over
at the school. We closed up our house for the winter, so we are all in
the one building for the cold weather., Nurse Milne has had to take
a few patients to the hospital who had sore eyes, but she is back and
forth to the school every day, and hopes to come back to stay with us
before long. Miss Dunsmore left us for Nelson, B.C., this morning,
Her health was not improving any, so she decided to g0 west, We
were all sorry to part with her, Miss Nichol came in on the morning
train from the cast, and will take up Miss Dunsmore’s work. We

were all glad to see Miss Nichol looking so well after her year’s rest
at home,
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THANKS TO THE FOLLOWING AUXILIARIES AND BANDS:—
Dundee, P.Q.; Russeltown and Covey Hill; St, Paul’s,
Montreal; St. Stephen'’s, Winnipeg.

FROM MISS BAKER.
Makoce Waste, Dec. 29, 1899,

Enclosed you will find the formal receipts for the box sent from
Zion Church Auxiliary, Dundee, P.Q.; also the one from Russeltown
and Covey Hill Auxiliaries. These boxes reached us on the 13th inst.
in good order. They contained a variety of things for old and young.

acceptable; the nice warm socks for the men helped out our Christmas
tree so much. We must not forget to thank especially the six little
girls of Covey Hill who sent the pretty quilt. It is very nicely made,
and will be reserved for come special_occasion. On the,23rd inst.

expressed in the work here in so tangible a fo-m. Could you have had
a glance into our school-room on Tuesday evening, 26th inst., you
would have had some idea of the great pleasure you had helped to give
the people on this reserve, About sixty were assembled for their
annual Christmas treat. The school-room wis nicely decorated, and
looked bright and cheery, We opened with a Christmas hymn. The
next was the supper. It is needless to say this part was thoroughly
enjoyed and appreciated. We did not lack in quantity, and each one
was helped until we heard the word “Imapi” (I am satisfied). Miss

ameron came and kindly gave very efficient aid. So much baking,
with other Necessary preparations, entails a large amount of work.
After supper we had recitations and singing by the children, and the
improvement made since last Christmas was very marked and pleasing.
Then six of the Indians gave addresses. All made allusion to the
gratitude they felt for the treat given them. The tree, when lighted
and unveiled, really looked very beautiful. Thanks to the kind friends
who contributed, every black eye sparkled with delight. There were
dolls and toys to charm the littie ones, some -article of warm clothing
and pretty picture books for the older ones; for the old women, either
a quilt or a skirt: for the old men, a warm undershirt and socks, So,
thanks to the Woman’s Foreign Missionary Society, they all fared
well.  On the tree there was a candy bag for each one present, con-
taining an apple, nuts, raisins and candies. The old people prize and
expect their sweets quite as much as the children, and, as Christmas
time is a great treat to them, we indulged them. All went home feeling
very pleased and happy. We think this annual social reunion has an
elevating influence upon our people,

%
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Free Literature,

78. Duties of Officers of Auxiliaries
and Mission Bands.
77. Hints to M. B. Workers,
68. Origin of W.F.M.s,
38. A Silver Sixpence,
36. Practical Work.
35. How Much Do I Owe?
34. Our Hour of Prayer.
19. Our Plan of Work,
15. The Missionary Mite-Box,
11. Refusals,
8. Why and How,
5. Questions Answered.
4. Suggestions for Holding Meetings
2. Giving and Giving U
The Importance of Prayer.
- Self Questions.
Prayer Cards.

——

Scattered Helpers' Cards,

including Leaflets, perdoz. 6 cents
Envelopes............ each

-

I cent
Mite-boxe.s ... ..... each 1 cent
Receipt Books, P. Sec. each 25 cents
" e Auxiliaries
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Maps.
Trinidad....... ... .. ... $1.50
New Hebrides .......... """ 1.50
¢ RO S5 5% v 5o b SRS M e usaies s 1.50
North-West...,.,,,.. /' 1.50
i BPCr.ccrrennnsns p.50
Mission Band Exercises., ... 0.25

Pamphlets,

Five Cents each,

India. By Dr. Maclaren.
by Rev. R. P. Mackay).

China. By Dr. Frazer

Condition of Women in China. By
Rev, Donald MacGillivray,

Formosa. By Dr, Milligan.

North-West Indians, By Professor
Baird. .

Woman's Foreign Mission Work. By
Mrs. Macdonnell.

(Revised

Lives of Missionaries.

Bound in Cloth, 3oc. Paper, 15¢.
Dr. Livingstone,

Dr. Moffat,

Dr. Judson.

Justin Perkins,

William Carey.

Henry Martyn.

Dr. Duff,

Missions in Madagascar . .
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Woman in Persia ..., ... 1y ¢
Mr. Great-Heart. . .. ... 10 . t¢

Dr. Paton. Large edition. ... $o.50

Do Not Say,” or, Excuses for
Neglecting the Heathen. . . + 0.0

Lives of the Pioneer Mis-
sionaries, each

............

For above apply to Mrs, Telfer, 72 St. Alban'’s Street, Toronto,

and express paid.

For Annual Reports, apply to Home

Margaret's College, Bloor Street West, Toronto.

Postage

Secretary, Mrs, Grant, St.
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Leaflets 3 cents each. 25. A Plea for our Envelopes,
24. The History of a Day.
29. Mothers at Home. 22, The Beginning of It,
74. African Missions. 21. A Study in Proportion,
18. Five Cents in a Tea Cup.
13. ?haxﬁ(sgivilr:g Ann,
1o. For His Sake.
Flash Light on 9. Pitchers and Lamps,
Persia, 7. Mrs, Pickett’s Missionary Box.
India. 3. Voices of Women.
Syria.
Siam and Laos.
8 cents per doz.
# pants, 87. The Story of a Dime,
The Women of Mexico. 85. Mrs. Gay's Thank-offerlng.
The Women and Girls of Korea, 84. Dollars for Self and Cents for Christ.
Missionaries in India. 83. Little Corner-.

82. The Conversation of Aunt Polly's Pocket
Book

ook.
81. An Offering of Thanks.
1 cent each. Mrs, Grantly's Heathen.
Place of Foreign Missions in Word of God. Zg ;lowIWe ‘Cogd‘l:ct our Bands.
Service of Praise, 7%, SO LOVE S Hake,
54. The Roofless House.

29. Personal Responsibiliry. 53. Miss Weston's Lesson.

5 : tathe 51. Getthe Women,
86. Why our Society did nolkdlbbdndA 49, One-Tenth,

5 LTI ey o8 Crea. 48. Cry of the Children,
y illi ray 44. Responsibility.

;; 191?3 ng;u;ir:):l}:;dra)ers' 28. Bringing the Ranks up to the Standard
71‘ Celeste’s Mission, 27. A Lesson in Slewardsth. ;
50: Freely Giving. 23. John Trueman's Way of Giving.
47. The Mission of Failures, 20. The Adjourned Meeting, dhasd

6. *‘ Yes, you do, Lucindy,” 17. Why we should keep up our Auxiliaries,
3 Y 12, What is in Thy Hand.

45. Systematic Giving.

42, Eleven Reasons for Attending Mis-
sionary Meetings.

43. Sketch of Mrs, Mathewson's Life.

6. Po-Heng and the Idols,

41, The Sin? and Sorrows of the Heathen 4 cents per doz.
orld,
33. The Society at Springtown, 69. T'other and Which,
32. An Appeal from the Mother ot a Mis- 67. Preparing the Way.
sionary. 55. What the Children thought of Giving.
31. A Transferred Gift, 54. Motives for Giving.
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(Agnes) Telfer, 72 St. Albans Street, Toronto. Payable at Toronto General Post Office.
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