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INTRODUCTION:

JFOR 2 full flatement of the enterprize
7 formed by fome Britith merchants, of .
opening a trade with the North-Weft Coaft of
America, for the purpofe of {fupplying the Chi-
nefe market with furs and ginfeng, we refer the
reader to "¢ the Memorial addrefled to the
¢ Right Hon. William Wyndham Grenville,
*“ one of his Majefty’s Principal Secretaries of
¢¢ State, by Lieut. John Mears, and prefented
“ to the Houfe of Commons on the 13th of
¢ May,” and to ¢ An Authentic Statement of
. ¢¢all the Fa&s relative to Nootka Sound, by
““ Mr. John Cadman Etches,” both publithed
for John Debrett, Piccadilly, and uniformly
printed to bind herewith.

The following is a faithful abftra& of thefe
- pampbhlets. ) |

In the month of March, 1786, Lieutenant
Mears difpatched from Bengal the Sea Otter,
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and followed himfelf in a veflel called the
Nootka, for Prince William’s Sound. The
Sea Otter was loft, but the Nootka wintered
there, and opened a trade with the natives.—
He proceeded to China with his furs, and in
January 1788, Mr. Mears, in conjunéion with
other Britith traders, purchafed two other vef-
fels, the Felice and Iphigenia. ‘With thefe
two he proceeded from China to the port of
Nootka. On his arrival he purchafed from
the Chief of the diftri® a fpot of ground,
whercon he built a houfe for the more conve-
nient purfult of his trade, and hoifted . the Bri-
tith colours. He built a veffel therc, which he
palled the North-Weft America, and having
traded along the coaft within .the limits of 60°
and 40° 30" North, he made formal treaties
with the Chiefs of feveral diftrics, for free and
excluﬁvc tradc with the natives ;- and he rer
tumed to China with the Felice, leaving the
other veflels to winter at the Sandwxch Iﬂands.
In Chma he found Mr. John Cadman Etches,
wlpo had alfo come from a trading voyage to the
North-Weﬁ Coaft of America, wnder licences
granted tohim and Co. by the EaftIndiaand South
Sea - Compamcs They entered into co-part~
nery, and havmg fitted out twa veflels, the
Princefs Royal and Argonaut, and equipped

them



Cv)
‘them with proper ftores for a three years expe«
dition, they were dnfpatched under the command
- of Mr. James Colnett, in the month of April and
May, 1789. The North-Weft Americaand Iphi~
genia returned from the Sandwich Iflands' to
'Nootka, in April 1789, where they found two
. Amencan veffels, the Colombia and the Wafh-
ington. The North-Weft immediately failed
along the Coaft to the North, for the purpofe
of trade. On the 6th of May, a Spanith thip of
war, called the Princeffa; commanded by Don
Stephen Jofeph Martinez, mounting 26 guns,
anchored in Nootka Sound, and was joined on
the 13th bya Spanifh fnow of 16 guns, called
the San Carlos. After mutual civilities had
pafied, Don Martinez inforrmed Capt. Douglas,
who comman&cd the Iphigenia, thét he had or-
ders to feize all thips and veffels he might find
on that coaft, and accordingly he feized on the
Tphigenia, and the crew were carried on-board
the Spanith thips. He took pofleffion of the
houfe on thore, and hmfhng thereon the: ftand-
. ard of Spain, took formal poffeffion alfo of the
Coaft, declaring that all the line of Coaft be-
tween Cape Horn and the 6oth degree of
North latitude belonged to the King of Spain.
Capt. Douglas figned a paper, which he’ after-
wards found was an obligation-to pay on de-

" mand
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mand the value of the fhip, cargo, &c. in cafe
the chcroy of Spam fhould adjudge her to be
lawful prize. ‘The Iphigenia was permxtted to
quit Nootka,, which the did, and returned to
China, leaving behind her there the two Ame-
rican veffels which the Spaniards had not mo-
lefted. ‘The Iphigenia and her companion failed
under Portuguefe colours to avoid the high port
duties of China. On the return of the North-
Weft to Nootka, the was feized by boats, and
towed into the .port, .her cargo and flores
taken out, and {ome of the crew put in irons.
The Princefs Royal arrived a few days after,
but the was permitted inftantly to depart. The
tkins coﬂe&ed by the North-Weft were all, ex-
cept 12 of the beft quality, returned to the
Princefs Royal, for the owners. The Argo-
naut arrived on the 3d of July, which, after
expreflions of kindnefs, and a promife of being
unmolefted, was feized; her officers and
men were made prifoners, and Mr. Colnett,
the mafter, was threatened to be hanged at the
“yard arm in cafe of his contumacy, and the
treatment he received deprwed him of his
fenfes. The Princefs Royal appeared again in
the Sound on the 13th, and tfhe alfo ‘was
feized. The Argonaut, Princefs Royal, and
' North



Noith-Weft Amerm were fent .as Spamﬂl

prizes to San Blas, but affurances were given |
that they would be delivéred up.

Mr. Mears adds the followmg fratement of
loffes,  real and probable.

A STATE-
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OFFICIAL PAPERS; &c.

S i—

HOUSE or COMMONS, .
WEeDNESDAY, 5th May, 1790.

MR CHANGELLOR Prrr delivered to the Houfe
the following Meffage from His Magcﬁy—-

¢ GEORGE REX.

¢ His Mijefty’ has received information that two
* veffels belongiag to his Majefty’s fubjects, and
““’navigated’ under the Britifi flag, and two others,
<t of° which the defcrxption is' not fulfitientfy afcer-

¢ tained, have been captured at Nootka Sound; on
“t'tHe Northrweftetn Coaft of Adherica, by an ofﬁcer

e commandmg two Spanifh fips of war; thar the
«w cargoes ‘of the Btitifh veffels have been {eized, and

““‘threlr officers and crews hiave been fent: as prifoners
‘‘ to a Spanith port.

B € The
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«¢ ‘The capture of one of thefe veffels had before -
¢¢ been notified by the Ambaflador of his Catholic
¢¢ Majefty by order of his Court, who at the fame
¢¢ time defired that meafures might be taken for pre-
¢ venting his Majef’c)' s fub_]e&s from _frequenting
46 thoﬁ; coafts, .which were alledged to have heén;
« previoufly occupied and frequented by the fubjetts
$¢ of Spain. Complaints were alfo made of the
*¢ fitheries carried on by his Majefty’s fubje&s, in
¢¢ the feas adjoining to the Spanifh continent, as being
¢¢ contrary to the rxghts of the crown of Spain. In
*¢ canfequence of this line of communication, a de-
¢ mand was immediately made, by his Majefty’s
¢ order, for gdequatc faUsfa&wn, and for reffijution
s¢ of the veﬂ'éfs prévious to any other difcuffior.

“¢ By the anfwer from the Court of Spam, 1t ap-
§¢ pears, that ‘thefe veflels and their crews had been
€ fet at liberty by the Vlcexoy of Mexico, but this s
e rcprefenccd to have been done by him, of the
s¢ fuppofition that nothmg but the i ignorance of the
€¢ rights of Spain had encouraged the individuals of
¢¢ other nations to come to thafe coafts for the pur-
¢¢ pofe of makmg eftablithments for. carrylng on
s trade, and in conformity to his. prewvious inftruc-
‘¢ tions réqueﬁmg him to thew all poffible regard to
kS the Britifh nation, No fatisfaction was made ar
* Qﬁ'c{s:d ‘and a dire® claim was afferted by the
. Court of Spaln ta the exclufive rights of fove-
€ mgnty, navigation, and commerce, in the terri-
¢ tories and coafts in that part of the world and
& fcas.

$¢ Hig
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% His Majefty has now difefed kis Minifter at
‘¢ Madrid to make a frefh reprefentation on this fub-
¢ je&,and to claim fuch full and adequate fatisfaction
¢ as the nature of the cafe evidently requires ; and
¢ under thefe circumftances, his Majefty having alfo
¢ received information, that confiderable armaments
“¢ are carrying on in the ports of Spain, has judged-
“¢ it indifpenfably necefary to give orders to make

“ fiich preparations as may put it in his Majefty’s
¢ power to a& with vigour and effe&, in fupport of
““ the honout of his crown'and the interefts of his
““ people : and his Majefty ‘recommends it to his
“ faithful Commons, on whofe zeal and public
¢ {pirit he has the moft perfe&t reliance, to enable
“ him to take fuch meafures, and to make fuch aug-
¢ mentation of his forces, as may be eventually
“¢ neceffary for this purpofe

© ¢ It is his Majefty’s earneft with, that the juftice
¢ of his Majefty’s demands may enfure, from the
¢« wifdom and equity of his Catholic Majefty, the
¢¢ fatisfaction which is fo unqueftionably due; and
¢¢ that this affair may be terminated in fuch a manner
‘¢ as to_prevent any grounds of mifunderftanding in
¢¢ future, and to continue and confirm that harmony
¢ and friendfhip which has fo happily fubfifted be-
¢ tween the two Courts, and which his Majefty will
¢t always endeavour to maintain and improve, by
¢ all fuch means as are confiftent with the dignity

¢¢ of his Majefty’s crown, and the effential mtere&s
“ of his fubjetts.

“«G.R”
B2 The
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The mefage was read by the Speaker, the Mem-
bergitanding uncovered.

Ordered (upan the motion-of Mr. Pitt) that the
m;{fage be. taken into ' confideration upon the
IOITOW...

Mr. Foxr obferved thaty in confequence of t;hc
motion which had juft paled, ke thould remain filent
for the grefent, though very important obfervations
had-occyrred to him, and muft have arifen in the
minds of many gentlemen on the ﬁsch&, comparmg
ir with circumitances which had taken place in the
courfe of the laft and the prefent feflion of Parlia«
ment. He would, however, for the reafon already
affigped, defer the obfervations he meant to offer till
the next day ; not doubting, in the mean time, that
there would be a common feeling in the Houfe to
fupport his Majefty in maintaining the honour of his
cyown and the interefts of his people, he fhould re-
ferve the delivesy of his fentiments until their next
miegtingy

‘The Haquft adjourned.

- THURSDAY, 61h Max.

The order of the day being read for taking intp
confideration his Majef’cy s meflage,

Thie Speaker read his Majefty’s meflage from the
chair.

Mr.. Chancellor Pif faid, that however natu-
ral it might be to look with concern upon .the
circamftances ftated in his Majefty’s meflage,

and
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and all the future pofiible occurrénces to which it
might lead, he conceived that he fhould not do juf-
tice 1o the feelings and public {pirit of thar Houfe,
i he entertained, for 2 moment, an idea that there
could arife any difference of opinion as to the mea-
fures which fueh cireumftances would make it ne-
ceffary -to- adopt. There was no occafion for im
to enlarge upon the fa&s ftated in bis Majefty’s
meflage ; the bare mention of them, . he was per-
fudded, wonld prove fufhdient to induce the Houfe
10 give their eoncurenee (and he fhould hope, their
unanimous concurrence ) to the motion with which he
fhould have the honour to conclude. Thefe fads
were: Firft, -that fome of his Majefty’s fubjetts
bad been forcibly interrupted in a trade which
-they had carried on, for years, withqut molef-
tation, in parts of America where they had an in-
controvertible right of trading, and in places to
which no country could claim an exclufive right of
commerce and navigation. They knew that this
interruption had been made by a {eizure of a thip’s
carge and company withont any previous notice, and
in a mament of profound peace. They knew that
the officers and .crew had been fent as prifoners of
war to a Spanifh port, without the pretence of any
regular jurifdiction, or without even having gone
through the forms of condemnation uniformly re-
forted 19 in cafes of prige at a time of general hatti-
hW Hc withed to abﬁam frqm uﬁng any words of
aggravation, but the bare mention of the fa&s
Whlch he had ftated, muft be ﬁlfﬁcxent to induge a

Britith
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Britith Houfe of Commons to demand adequate fatis-.
faftion for the injury done to their fellow-fubjeéts,
and to refent the indignity offered to the Britith flag.
They knew, likewife, that, on a reprefentation to
the Court of Madrid, his Majefty’s Minifters had
been informed that one veffel had been reftored, but
that no fatisfattion had been made; on the con-
trary, the refloration was accompanied bya claim on
the part of the Court of Spain, the moft abfurd and
exorbitant which could well be imagined ; a claim
which they had never heard of before, which' was in-
definite in its extent, and which originated in no
treaty, or formal eftablithment of a colony, nor
refted on any one of thofe grounds on which claims
of fovereignty, navigation, and commerce, ufually
refted. If that claim were given way to, it muft
deprive this country of the means of extending its
navigation and fithery in the Southern Ocean, and
would go towards excluding his Majefty’s fubjeéts
from an’infant trade, - the future extenfion of which
could not but prove effentially beneficial to the com-
mercial interefts of Great Britain. - Material, indeed,
were the difadvantages which Great Britain would
fuftain, fhould the exorbitant claim fet up by the
Court of Spain be complied with ; and thence arofe
the neceffity of the Houfe meeting it as ‘they ought
to do, for the purpofe of ndérftariding deﬁmtely
and diftin&1y. what they were to expect from'other
nations on poiats fo effential to the dignity of his
Majefty’s crown and the interefts of Britifli fabjects.
It was, therefore, neceffary for that ‘Hotife, by

granting
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grantinig his Majefty an additional force, to enable
his Majefty to act with vigqur, and effectually to
fecure the honour of his crown, and the fafety, hap-
pirtefs, and profperity of his people. He hoped,
however, that it might not be ultimately neceffary to
ufe_the force hoftilely, but that it would enable his
Majefty’s Minifters tq obtain what the people would
exped, fuch an honourable reparation and fatisfac-
tion as would prove ample, on the one-hand, and,
on the other, lead to fuch an explanation as fhould
be moft likely to produce an amicable termination of
the difpute, and render the continuance of tranquil-
Jity permanent. :Heartily muft they all rejoice, if,
by the moderation and prudence of the Court of
Spain a conteft fhould be avoided. Np man, he
declared, would more regret the day of even atem-
porary interruption of peace, than he fhould; but
he muft ill deferve the fituation in which he ftood,
and muft difgrace the charaéter of a Member of Par-
liament and a fubje® of Great Britain, if, however
anxious he was for a prefervation of the bleflings of
peace, he did not refit the exorbitant claim fet up
by the Court of Spain, and, at any rifque, recom-
mend a vigorous preparation for war, with a view,
at all bazards, to affert our rights and to obtain com-
plete fatisfattion for the injury fuftained, and the
infult offered to His Majefty’s Crown. If juftice
was not done them by others, " they muft endeavour
to procure juftice for themfelves. The King, he was
confident, would meet the unanimity of a loyal, a

gene-
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generous, and 3 brave. nation, with the moft vigo-
FOUS: EXOItions,

- In conglufion Mr. Pitt moved,

" . That an. Humble. Addrefs be m{cn‘(c& to. His
¢ Majefty; o revurn. His Majefty the Phanks of'this
- Houfe, for his'moft gracious meflage, acguaint-
“-ing this Moufe of thofe: circuriiftances relative to
s thecapture of Buitifh veflels onthe: North-weftern
st Goaft.of Amierica, and.to: the conduct of the: Court
*#-of Spaim on: this: occafion, which: have. induced
¢ His Majefty to give orders for making:(ich prepa-
. rasions as may: put it in His Majefty’s power.to aét
“ with vigour and effect in fupport of the honour of
¢ His.Maelty’s Crown, and:.of the interefts of his
4¢. peaple;. and 't affire: His: Majefly, . that we fhall
¢ readily proceedita.enable His Majefty to take fuch
¢ meafures, and:to. make fuch augmentation of His
¢ Majefty’sforces; as:may’ eventually. be neceffary
¢¢ o this oocafion. -

- ¢ Thatwe trult - that the juftice of His Majefty’s
¢ demands will enfuse; -from ‘the wi{dom and equity
s¢ of the: Catholi¢. King; the fatisfaltien which.is
#¢ {o unqueftiomably- due 1o His Majefty; and ithat
¢ we fhall fincerely rejoice ‘in fuch: a termination of
¢ the: diftuflions now: dépending, as mray: prevent
«¢ gy grounds of mifunderflanding in futtre, and
€'may ' continue-and . confirm - that harmeny-and
“* friendéhip  which™ has happily fubfitted between
¢f'Grear Betain and Spain; but‘that we, at thefame
€< thne, -feel it owr indifpenfable duty-to affure His
¢ Majefty of the determination of his faithful Com-

¢ mons, -
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«¢ Commons, to afford His Majefty the moft zealous
« and effeCtual fupport im fuch meafures as may
4 become requifite for maintaining the dignity of
“ His Majefty’s Crown, and the eifennal interefts

% of His Majefty’s dominions.”

Mr. Secretary Grenville feconded the motion.

Mr. Fox declared, that no Member within the
Houfe could be more fenfible than he was of the dif-
advantage, (atthe fame time that he could not refift
the temptation of declaring that he heartily concur-
red with the motion) of rifing to ftate fome obferva-
tions ori the fituation in which we now ftood.: N6 man
felt more ftrongly the neceffity of arming than hedid.
No man felt a warmer refentment at the unprovoked
aggreffion of the Court of Spain, as ftated to the
Houfe in His Majefty’s meffage. He thought that
there could not arife a doubt of the neceflity of an
immediate and a vigorous armament, and he con-
ceived with the right honourable gentleman, that
it was probable that this armament might produce
its effet without proceeding to the extreme of war,
and that the abfurd claim of the Court of Spain
(which the right honourable gentleman had fo
forcibly defcribed, that he would not weaken that
“ defcription, by attcmptmg to add to it) might be
put an end to, but he withed that the meflage had
told them more than it did. Th,cy ought to have
‘known what the (aftciWardé captured) thips were do-
ig, or intended to do; “whether they were about to
make an eftablithment, or whether Spain knew that
We were about to make an eﬁabllfhmcm Tt wasa
queftion with him, whether or fiot the event which
C had
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had happened, and the fa&ts ftated, were not fuch as
mught have been forefegn or prevented. The Howe
had now been givcn ta underftand, that the veflals
were {eized without any prelimipary notice; - had
fuch notice however been given, it would have made
no difference in his vote on that day, convineed as
he was, that there could not be a. fingle man in that
Houfe, or in the country, but muft fee the neceffity
for a vigorous armament. This coyntry certain}y
could have had nq reafon tg have expe&ted an a&’pf‘
hoftility from any quarter, a few days back, when
from every appearance, we were led to look for,a
long and uninterrupted peace ; that profpeé, at leaft
for the prefent, was gone;_and in its ftead there was
much.matter of ferious concern; for however favour-
able a war at jts commencement, might appear, it was
1mpoﬂ'1ble to foretell its ultimate confequences. He
had not, in the whole courfe of his life, been ufed to
Ipeak with defpondency of. the refources; of the
’country, but he did not think it fair, in a matter
of great ferious concern, to pafs it ayer and take
no notice of it, at a moment when the occafion
feemed neceflarily to require that it thould be, txién-
tioned. It was now fcarceJy a fprtmght fince the
Minifter of this country pomted out to the Houfe the
the profperityand flourifhing ftate of the finances, and
Jin nq part of his fpeech did he feem more confident,
than in the affurances he gave the Houfe pf the, pro-
{pect of the continuance of peace. On firft hea,rmg the
‘meflage, it ftruck him asan mfcance of the uncertainty
of human wifdom, and the mutablhty of human, af
fairs, when he obferved a gf;ntlcman at the head of the

Adminis
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Adminiftfation of this countty; and of great talents,
one ddy pointing-out the intreafing réfources and the
great ‘probability of a continuance of peace, and in'a’
fortnight afterwards coming dowh to that Hotfe and:
tellmg them, they muft prepare -for wari  Viewed
in another manner, it gave rife to different fog:
geftions, When' the right honourable gentledian
wii$ Vauhtihg of the refources of this coantry, he
knew’that Sphin‘had; without a-colour of pretence,
{cized Biitith’ {hips’, made" priforrers of the crews,
ahd” confiftated -the propefty-in-the veflels. The
right héttoufable’ gemtidman knkw thefe fa@s from'
the Spanith* Ambaffador, - whiyhad communicated
them’ in a" deliberate and premeditated meffage on
the part of his' Court: Where was the difference
between 'matters now and‘mareers ‘three weeks fince ?
There'did exift (Mt. Fox faid) adiftin®ion, and he’
would ' ftate what it was, and ‘wherein it confifted.
Let them comparé the two firhations. ™ot three
weeks fince, they were told of the great probability
of a continuance of peace, but now they were told,

not indeed of the certainty of war, but of the pro-
bability of war. They now knew that the fhips had’

been “feized; they knew that before. They now
knew;, that the officers kad been fent to a Spanifh port,

priforiers of war; they knew that diftin&ly before.
Heninderftood that the Spanith Ambaflador had not .

on]y ftated the Lapture, but accompanied it with a -

a complaint and a requifition, that His Majefty
would not fuffer his fubje®s to trade on thofe coafts,
and fith in'the Southern ocean. We now know that

Spiin wis carrying on great armaments; we knew

Ca2 that
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that arthe former period alfo. Every particularthat._
h: had ftated, His Majefty’s Minifters knew when ,
they were exulring on the profpeét of peace. That.A
they thould be obliged to go to war, he admitted
might, and. he hoped would, be otherwife.  He
hoped that when they had armed, Spain would in
fome meafure retract ; but what did they now know,
which they did not know a fortnight fince, in. con-
fequence of a prcmcdxtated meflage- by authority
~from the Spam(h Ambaflador’s Court? He hoped
that the Court of Spain would retra, from princi-
ples of juftice and prudence, becaufe they had made
their claim without juftice, and advanced it without
pmdcncc He was, one.of thofe, who at the mo-
ment of the Mxmﬁers exultation, had for months
known the increafe of the Spanifh armament. The -
right honourable ge_ntleman had better opportuni-
ties of knowing what the extent of the armament
was, than he could pretend to; and when Spain was
arming, it was not very reafonable to think that we
fhould be long at peace. He owned he did not fee
the neceffity for the Minifter to go out of his way in
opemng the ftate of the ﬁnanccs, to introduce affu-
rances of continuance of peace; it muft take away
from that fecurity and happinefs into which the pub-
lic were lulled, when they were informed, from the
Throne, that thofe affurances were groundlefs.
VVhen the . Lottery was talked of in a late debate,
he retolie&ed that an honourable fnend of his com-
plamed that the Minifteér was an aultioneer; he
complained, that at the moment in queftion, the

* Minifter.
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Miniﬁcr was a&mg the Ppart :.,of an 3u&ioggtt,""
throughout, by puffing and praifing the profpect of .
peace, when there was in reality a great probability
of a fpeedy war. He always thought it injudicious that
this country, in making the laft peace, had ftipulated -
with one branch of the Houfe of Bourbon (with
France) that the two countries fhould refpe&tively
reduce their marine force to a certain point, and not
ftipulate in like manner with Spain, becaufe it was
obvious that all the danger to be dreaded, might
ftill fall upon us, it being competent to the other
branch of the Houfe of Bourbon to arm to whatever
cxtent fhe thought proper; and he would atk his
Majefty’s Minifters, whether Spain had not con- -
tipued in an armed ftate, and been increafing her
armament ever fince that period? When the peace
was in negociation, he had heard that the Emprefs
of Ruffia folicited to have the fame favour fhewn to
her which had been fhewn to France, with regard to
letting the French flag give proteftion to property
not belonging to France, {o long as we were not at
war with France. It was anfwered to Ruffia, that
it could not be done. When it was atked, ¢ Why
* “ will you not unite with a power you call your

¢ friend, when you unite with your natural enemy *
The anfwer was, ¢ 1t was for that very reafon. We
¢¢ think France moft likely to take part againft us
«¢ whenever we are engaged in war, but we con-
¢ fider you as more likely to remain a neutral
¢ power.” Mr. Fox reafoned upon this point, and
at length came to confider the claim of the Court of-

Spain,
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Spé.m, deélaring that this*Court 'had oftén fet upy’
chims equally unjuft and’ unreafonable. - He:con«
ceived the whole exploded claim of the Pope’s des
mairkation - to be whelly:fet“afide; - and that the'dif-
covery of any place; and-making it the poffeffion of -
this or that King by-fetting ‘up a crofs, or anj other
token of having been thére,; wasequally exploded.
In fa&, occupancy and poffeffidn’ {tould bé  con«
fidered as the only right and title:  Heé retmembered, -
that in the late convention with Spain; ther¢ had’
been much negociation about the Mufquito Shore,
the claim to which on the part of the Court of :
Madrid he confidered-as one of thofe rights which
he had ftated ‘as exploded; and’ he' déclated that
he never had underftood-the'policy of our giving up"
that point without fome’ compenfation, unlefs it had’
led to an ultimate adjuftment of the rights'of Spain in’
all fimilar refpefts. So far from this being the cafe, it
led only to encourage thofe claims in Spiin, which |
‘b confideréd-as contémptible,. Mr. Fox read-that’
pert 'of thé meflage and addrefs, which referred to~
explaining the grounds of mifundeirftanding, and'
obferved that the paffage gave him particular” plea-
fure, becaufe there” obvioufly might be two pacific
ends to the meafure. There might be an adequate
fatisfation made without arrangement to préveit’
fuch'evils in future, whereas he wis cleaily of opi-
nion that the point was not the’ mete capture of the
fhips, but the great and important point of the defi-
nition of the claims’ of the Court of Spain in refpett
to Ameri¢a and-the Southern Oceann.  Hé thereforé™

hoped
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hoped that we_fhould not reft contented merely, with
a fatisfattion for the injury, but obtain a renanciation
of the claim fet up with {o Jittle ground of reafon ; and
that he conceived to be the intent and.meaning of
His Majefty’s meffage ; and on that idea, he heartily
gave his yote for the addrefs. As to the other topic,
‘the difappointment of this country as to its fitvation,
he hoped that it would prove,a leffan to his Majefty’s
Minifters for the future, nat to be too fanguine in their
expetations of the permanency of peace, when they
were, in fa&, on the eve of a war. The extrava-
gance of the hapes holden out by Minifters, added
to the difappointment, the alarm, and the fears of
the public, when they fuddenly found thofe hopes
falfified. Had nat fuch fallacious hopes been excited,
he trufted that His Majefty’s Meffage would not
have had the effe® on the public funds, and the
minds of men, which it had produced.

Mr. Chancellor Pitt obferved, that what{over
might be his ideas concerning fome of the remarks
which had been juft made by the right honourable

_gentleman, he fincerely rejoiced, at the right hon.
_gentleman’s full and explicit concurrence in. the
principles of the addrefs, and at the profpe&t .of
unanimity which it afforded, and he owned that
he had heard the right honourable gentleman’s
{peech with much fatisfaction on the whole, though
with fome of the ftrictyres which the Houfe had juft
heard, he could not help declaring that he was very
much furprized. The rght honourable gentle-
man had faid, that atthe time of the Budget, there
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had beeh an inconfittency in'the Ianguagc In an-
fwer to which remark, he muft take the liberty of
afferting, that the ncrht honourable gcntleman was
mxﬁaken in both points; he was miftaken both in
the language which he had fuppofed to have been
holden by him, and miftaken likewife in the ¢ircum-
ftances to which the right Konourable gentleman
" had referréd. The Chancellor of the Exchequer
added, that he could with truth aﬁ'ent, that he had

ot uttered one fyllable profpeively on the conti-
nuance of peace; he had faid, that our prefent prof-

perous fituation had arifen from the patural {pirit and

refources of the country in the happy interval of

peace; and that if, by the blefling of Providence,

that peace thould continue, our refources would con-
“tinue to increafe, and that the moft likely means to
enfure the continuance of thofe bleffings was to per-

fevere in the fame vigorous exertions, by which

alone, when the day fhould come, they fhould be

enabled to' meet the perilous exigencies of war.
The right honourable gentleman was miftaken in

his ftatement of the circumftances to which he had

referred.  The right honourable gentleman had

faid, ¢ We knew every thing when the Budget was

opened, that we know now.” The cafe was d:re&ly

the reverfe. They knew nothing of the fals in

queftion, but what they knew from the ftatement of

the Spanith Ambaffador, whofe communication was

extremely vague and general, and related only to the

capture of one of the veffels, and that without the

particulars.  The right honourable gentleman

had
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had faid, they knew the whole of the claim of Spain
“before. Theydid not know it"diftinctly, tll at a
.period iubfequent to the Budget day. ‘Neither did
ithey knoew the extent' of the preparations of the
Court of Spain in her feveral ports, till a very few
days fince. But the right honourable ‘gentleman
would give him leave in his turn, to make a fingle
remark on what had fallen from him. The right
honourable gentleman had affirmed, that he for
months had known of the armament of Spain, and
yet, in the courfe of the prefent feffion, the right
honourable gentleman had argued on the propri-
ety -of the dimination of the forces of the country,
and had expreflly contended, that we had nothing
to apprehend from the Court of Spain. That he
had given the Houfe the affurance, as he was fup-
pofed by the right honourable gentleman to have
given, of the profpect of peace continuing, the
Chancellor of the Exchequer faid, he did dire&ly
deny. Heé took notice of what Mr. Fox had re-
marked relative to the armed Neutrality, and the
Mofquito fhore, which latter he declared did not
appear him to be conneGed with that part of the
difcuffion then under confideration. With regard
to future arrangemments, he felt no difficulty in fta-
ting that he {hould think any fatisfattion inadequate
which did not tend to prevent future difputes.

Mr. Fox anfwered, that it was a maxim with
him never to difpute with a gentleman on his own
words, but.he could prove from fome accidental
private converfition at the time, that ‘the right ho-

D nourable
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“nourable gentleman was underftood to have exprefled
himfelf on the profpett of peace continuing as he
“had underftood him. For his own part, he had
moft undoubfedly recommended a diminution of our
forces, becaufe he took it for granted that when the
King’s Minifters, without explaining their reafons,
came and afked for a certain force, they had no par-
ticular ground for fuch a demand ; and as to his
hearing rumours of the Spanifh armament, he cer-
tainly had long heard-of it, but then it was merely
by way of rumour, whereas the right honourable
gentleman had fo much better means of coming at
the fa&, that he concluded that the right honourable

: 1
gentleman could afcertain how far fuch rumours me-
rited belief.

Mr. Pulteney faid, that if any infult was given to
this country, it was the duty of the nation to require
redrefs. He entertained, however, much doubt,
whether, in the fatts ftated in the meflage from his
Majefty, there was any infult on the part of Spain.

The meflage flated, that Spain Kad afferted rights
on the North-weftern Coaft of America. That was -

clearly a queftion of right, and not of infult. In ur-
ging a claim, he thought Spain totally wrong ; but
as to infult, (he appeared to him to have offered
none. Poffibly the fhips might be employed in
fomething improper, and wherever any contraband
trade was carried on, it was cuftomary to feize them.
Even on our coafts, when veflels did any thing con-
trary to law, we feized them, let them belong to
what country they would. It was admitted that the
Spa-
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Spaniards had reftored the fhip, and expreffed that

they withed to be on good terms with this country.

That was not like infult.  With regard to the quef-

tion, whetlier we thould infift on carrying on trade on

the Nonﬁ-weﬁ Coaft of America, that was an impor-
tant point. The Fur Trade, he knew, had proved

good at firft, and agreat deal of money had been

made by it, but he underflood that it was much de-

creafed in point of advantages, late adventurers ha-

ving found, that they were obliged to buy their furs

dearer, and fell them cheaper As to the Southern

Whale Fifhery, that certainly was a ferious confide-

ration, and what ought by no means to be aban-

doned. In refpect to the thips, how could we as yet

afcertain,’ that otr veflels did what we might with

them to have done? ~ All thefe facts remained to

be explained. In the mean time, he faw nothing

like infult in the conduct’ of the Court of Spain,

and he conceived that we had atted prematurely in

infifting 'upon the reftoration of the fhips prior to a

difcuffion of any kind, becaufe it was begging the
queftion, fince if they had the right thus claimed,
the feizing of the thips was nothing but'the exercife
of that right.

Mr. Grey hoped that the Houf'e would concur
unanimoufly in the quc{’uon Hy felt, with his
right honourable friend near him, the difficulties of
difputing with any gentleman on words ufed by him-
felf. But he knew that the impreflion made on
him, and he believed the real impreffion on the ma-
_]omy of that Houfe; was, that pofitive affurance had

D2 been
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been given by His Majefty’s Minifters, that.there was.
a profpe&t of the bleffings of peace cont,in_\gihg_,in;
this country, The right honourable gentleman,,
Mr. Grey obferved, had reforted to an if. If was,
faid to be the greateft peace-maker, and he beljeved.,
that no perfon was ever more indebted to an.if, than
the right honourable gentlémja,@. For his part, he
thought the moment awful, and the fituation: critical.
As to Spain, he thought that enemy along not able
to,contend with us, but he knew that a fpark of war
was likely to extend to a flame, and a general con-
flagyation frequently arofe from a fingle fpark ; he
hoped, " therefore, that we fhauld not light.up that
fpark. ‘ ,

The addrefs was voted wemine contradicente.

Mr, Fox then rofe to move for papers ; and firft

he moved for an account of the amount and value of
the trade to Nootka Sound.
My, Secretary Grenyille begged leave to guard,
the, Hoafe againft fhe. expéQatjon that the morion
would bring before them the value of that trade,
the exports being few, and the furs all carried to the
China market. It was neceffary for him to ftate.
this, left. any impreffion fhould take place that the
value of the trade in queftion was flight or inconfi-
derg%@lc:_;;an idea which, he was perfuaded, prevailed
in no man’s mind but in that of the honoprable gen-
“tleman who lately intimated as much,

Mr. Burke remarked, that although the mode-
rate, firm, and temperate language of the addrefs,
and of the right honourable gentleman’s fpeech,

was
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was entitled to much praife; yet theére was fomething:
in both; whigh left an opening for-difcuffion . now
and afterwards, 30d weuld give room for Anbigyities
and difficulties., The word.adequate,” prefixed: o
fatisfation, had;better have been omittedy - :bacaule
"that  epithet: left the matter:opea to a diverfity: -of
opinion.; With.regard to the traderon the-North«
weltern coafts of, America, we (hould.find-it difficuls
to, value it properly. It  mightysindeed, be with.
propriety overvalued, ; for, the: {akerof! negociatinm;i
with a view to give:up- fomething aftarwards § bury
as far as he knew of the matter; he fhould conceive
that the Court-of Spain had no more exclufive right:
tothe trade an the North-wefterni coafts of Amerioay:
than ousfelves.. The right appeared:to-him torliei
with thenatives.  Mr. Burke recommended actoms
modation, - if -prafticabley confiftenciwithi ~ national
honour, declaring, that as:we'never ought to ga'to
wa for a profitable wrong, {o we ought never to go
to war for an unprofitable right ;. and thereforey he
hoped that the -intended armament would ‘be zonfi=
dered not as & meafure :calculadd-.vo ternrinawsi¢hé
war happily, but to enable Minilters.to casry on the
negociation vigaroufly. We were:to prepare for thé
worlt event, and even to rifque the battley if, unfor-
wnately for us, fuch rifque thould be abfolutely ne-
ceflarys - He withed, bowever, 1f pofiible, that the
war might be avoided. He had feen three warsy and-
we.were gainers by none of them; for a war muft
not be logked to as likely to pay its own expence =
by the firlt war to which he alladed, the nationadded
to
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to its glory, but it loft in point of ftrength, ard
came out of it more weakened than it went into it.
The fecond war was terminated lefs honourably ;
but if with lefs reputation, the war put-us to lefs ex-
pence ; and the third war, we loft both ways. In
a great, gallant, and fpirited nation, he hoped that
there would be as much cdufe for moderation, as
there was ground for fatisfaltion in our iib_i—lity and
our refources. ‘That was the moment when & country
did itfelf moft honour, and proved its magnanimity
the mott clearly, by adopting moderation in propor-
tion to its power. He wifthed all nations to be as
much at peace as poffible, becaufe he:thought that
the balance of power in Europe required, that not
any one State thould have an unequal and an inor-
dinate {uperiority. Befides, what had we to contend
for ? Extent of dominion would do us no good ; on
the contrary, if all the territories of Spain abroad
were thrown into the fcale of England, - he did not
think it an objet for a wife man to defire. The
effet would prove to us, what it was at this moment
to Spain ; we fhould be the weaker for our accumu-
lation of diftant domain. '

Mr. Chancellor Pitt begged that when the Houfe
adverted to the value of the trade to Nootka Sound,
they would not lofe fight of the prefent queftion.
‘They were confidering of an injury done, and the
neceflity of obtaining fatisfattion; and it would
depend on the fpirit of conciliation manifefted by
the Court of Spain, whether we could adhere to
a fpirit of conciliation or not. It muft be defi-

rable
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-rable, if poffible, to terminate the matter amica«
bly, if it could be fo terminated, confiftently with
the dignity of His Majefty’s crown, and the interefts
of his people. Mr. Pitt recommended the with-
drawing the prefent motion, and the poftponing it
for the prefent, till it could be put into a thape more
 calculated to produce the information required.
Mr. Fox confented to withdraw his motion,

HOUSE or LORDS.

, Max sth, 1790. ,

The Duke of Leeds brought down from His Ma-.
Jety the fame Meflage as was delivered to the
Houfe of Commons, and it was ordered to be taken
into confideration the next day.

May 625,

The order of the day was moved for fummoning
their Lordfhips to take His Majefty’s meflage into
confideration.

The meflage having been read by the clerk,

The Duke of Leeds obferved, that he could ven-
ture to declare that the whole Houfe was perfe@tly
convinced that, during the courfe of a long reign, ,
His Majefty had been no lefs attentive to the intee
refts of his own people, than to the general tran.
quillity of Europe. His Majefty, on every occafion,
had not only abftained from committing any outrage
or depredation on the territories of other powers, but
: had
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bad-unifermly sddeavapred, by his intervention, to
seconpilethe animofitics.of every nation. The con-
aenys. of the:meflage were, highly important ;- for the
_cenfequences, to, which they might lead,-involved
Jthe xights of the people, as conne&ed with their cotm-
amerce, as well as the: dignity and -honeur of the
crowa. |, Jthad unfortunately happened, that an out-

rage of .2 very ferioussnasurerhad “been committed

by an officer, a&ting under the authority of the King

of Spain, upon veflels, the property of Britifh fub-

je&s, end-navigatel under the protettion of the
Britithflag. The veffels had not only been captured,

and their crews made prifoners, but their cargoes

bad deen confifcated, without even the formality

of agudicial procceding ; a formatity-which, in cafle

of guize," had always been obberved among: civilized
nations, even in the time of mutual war. It was

true ‘he admitted) the two veflels had been releafed,

upon an application from the Britith Minifter to the

Vicesoy of Mexico, on.the extraordinary pretence,

thar the Englith were ignorant of  the fovereignty of

Spain in thofe feas, and its right to an exclufive trade

on the .coaft ; bur, if fuch An. extraordinary chim

were once admitted, ‘he did not know where it might

end. Not only their trade, -but the valuable fithery

which this country had eftablithed there, would either

be at thedifpofal.of the Court of Spain, or, what was

fald mere humiliating, would depend on the cle-

raency .af a Spani{h ofhicer ! It was impoffible that

fuch arvidea could be:tolerated.  But, notwithftand-

g the enarmity.of the aggreffion, His Majefty was
: more
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more defirous of feeking juftice, thangratifying re-
fentment ; and he anxioufly hoped that he fliculd
obtain redrefs, without the neceflity of being obliged
torefort to arms. The Duke coricluded with mov-

ing,
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¢ That an humble addrefs beé prefented to His
Majefty, thanking him for his gracious meflage,
acquainting this Houfe of thofe circumftances re-
lative to the capture of Britifh veflels on the North
weftern Coaft of America, and to the condu&
of the Court of Spain on this occafion, which
have induced His Majefty to give orders for
making fuch preparations as may put it in His
Majefty’s power to a& with vigour'and effe@ in

¢ fupport of the honour of His Majefty’s Crown,

and of the interefts of his people; and to affuré
Fis Majefty, that we thall réadily proceed to en-
able His Majefty to take fuch meafures, and t6
miake fich augmerfration of His’ Majefty’s forces,
as may eventually b¢ neceffary on this occafion.
¢¢ That we truft that the juftice of His Majefty’s
demands will enfure, frotn the wiftom and equity
of his Cathélic Majefty, the fatisfattion which i§
fo unqueftionably due to His Majeity ; and that
we fhill fincétely rejoice in fuch a termination of
the difcuflions now depending, a$ may prevent
any groufids of mifunderftanding in future, and
may continue and confirm that harmuony’ and
friendfhip which has happily fubfited .between
Great Britain and Spain; but that we, at the
fame time,i feel it our indifpenfablé duty to af-

E “ fure
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¢ fure His Majefty of the determination of this
- ¢¢ Houfe to afford His Majefty the moft zealous
and effettual fupport in fuch meafures as may be-
come requifite for maintaining the dignity of His
Majefty’s Crown, and the effential interefts of
¢ His Majefty’s dominions.”

Lord Rawdon feconding the motion, remarked
that no man lamented more than he did the interrup-
tion of that tranquillity which, in every point of
view, was fo defirable; but, he trufted, that he
fhould never fee the day when this country, forget-
ting its honour and dignity, could tamely {fubmit to
fuch a grofs violation of the firft principles of national
. Juftice as that communicated to the Houfe by His

Majefty’s moft gracious meffage. For his own part,
he cordially would fupport the motion for the ad-
drefs; but though he was far from imputing any
blame to the noble Duke, he was of opinion that
His Majefty’s Minitters ought to have made a more
ample communication of the circumftances which
had given rife to the important fubjeét under their
confideration, than they had done. With that view
he had two motions to propofe to their Lordthips’
confideration ; the firft was, ¢ That the.praper offi-
¢ cer be dire&ted to lay before the Houfe a ftitement
. % of the trade on the coaft, and of the whale
¢ fithery carried on in thofe feas.” The extent of
which he thought it .was very neceffary to know.
And the fecond, ¢¢ That an humble Addrefs be
« prefented to His Majefty, that he would be gra-
¢ cioufly pleafed to order fuch communications as

¢ had

€<



[ 27 1

- ¢ had been received refpe&ing the capture of the
¢ veflels to be laid before the Houfe, and alfo the
¢ information which had from time to time been-
¢ given relative to the armaments which were faid
% to be carrying on in the ports of Spain.” The
obje which he had in view, was to give the Houfe
the fulleft information which the {ubje&t required ;
. and he flattered himfelf, as it could not affett the
iffue of any pending negotiation, that it would not
be oppofed.

" Lord Vifcount Stormont obferved, that the com-
munication contained in the meffage was to him a
matter of painful furprife. He had indulged the
pleafing expetation of a long continuance of the
public tranquillity ; he had hoped that we might
have profited by the advantages of our relative fitua-
tion ; he had feen, with much complacency, that
we were gradually rifing in the general fcale of the
nations of Europe, and that, from our commenda-
ble fpirit of induftry, we had derived new fources
of wealth. All thefe hopes he had indulged from the
information of His Majefty’s principal Minifter of
Finance in another affembly, on the occafion of his
bringing forward the ftatement of the national ins
come and expenditure. The right honourable
gentleman, to whom he alluded, bad then holden
out to the country the expe&ation of uninterrupted
peace ; he had painted, in the brighteft colours of
the moft {plendid eloquence, the advantages of our
fituation, when compared with the other nations of
Europe ; and had afferted, that in no period of our

E 2 hiftory,
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hiftory, could we more fanguingly entertain the
pleafing hope of permanent tranquillity. Al this
had been confidently afferted no longer than a fort-
mght ago ! Perhaps, it might be political wifdom
not prematurely to reveal the danger which threat-
ened the country ; but, in his poor opmlon, it was
a fingular kind of political refinement (not to call it
by a harther term) which gould induce the King’s
Minigters to hold out a profpe& of peace to the na-
tion, at the very eve of a war; to give us the hope
of halcyon days, at the moment when the ftorm was
not only gathering, but was aftually formed ! What
he had fated was the more exl;x;aordma:y, as it muft
have happened- fybfequent to the converfation with
the Spanifh Minider, whea the circumftances were
nearly the. famg as at the prefent moment. The
condu& of Adminiftration was, furely, cenfurable
in fuffering Spaip to keep up fuch large armaments
in time of peage, under pretence of the Court of
Maduid not being a parsy. to. the negotiation with the
Court of Verfailles at' the conclufion of the peace.
HaEl it not been for the Revolution of thé¢ French
Government at this rime, we fhould, from fuch
culpable neglet, have felt the whole force of the
Family Compa.; of which, however, he trufted
we were in no danger at prefent. No wman refpeéted
more thap he did all commupications from the
Crown ; and he admitted, that the wild and extra-
vagant pretenfions of Spain could not be juftified in.
the eyes of reafon; yet, perhaps, we might have
abtained the objett we defired more eafily by the

dexterity
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dexterity of fecret negotiation, than ¢he threats-of
campulfion.—Men were often MOre tepaciays when
their pride, than when theic jnterefts were concerg-
ed, and it had been faid, that fuch was the peculiar
charaGer of a Spaniard. 1In his opinion, fomething
ought to have been facrificed 10 national ideas, and
fome refpect might have been paid to the Popea
Bull, which gave to Spain the fovereignty of tersi-
taries and poffefions already difcovered, as well as
thole not difcovered. A right af podefbion, how-
ever, of which the Viceray of Mexico jultly conr
cluded our Englith failors were ignorant, exifted in
the idea of the Spaniards, and upon that ground he
had releafed them from captivity.

As to the impolicy of ceding the Mofquito Shore:
to Spain, he had always beea of one opinion. It was
highly impolicic. He thould, alfo, beg leave to wige
the neceffity of a more ample communication £o the
Houfe of the circumftances which had given nfe to
the prefent difpute ; but, asan infult had been offer-
ed, it became neceflary that reparation thould be
obtained; and he hoped that the vote of that day
would convince the world, that, in every cafe where
the interes of the people and the honour and dig-
nity of the Britith Crown were invaded, the nation
bad byt one heart, one fentiment, one voice. Un-
der thefe ideas, he trufted, nay, he was confident,
that the Houfe woyld meet the motion of the noble
Duke with their moft cordial and unanimous con-
currence. . '

Lord
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- Lord Hawkefbury faid; that with regard to the mo-
tions propofed by the noble Lord, he had confider-
able doubts whether they could, with propriety, be
complied with. Inthefirft place, there was no trade
carried on between Great Britain and the North-weft
Coaft of America; and with refpe&t to the motion
for laying the papers before the Houfe on the {ub-
je& of the capture of the veflels, ‘and the informa-
tion received relative to the armaments carrying on
in the ports of Spain, he thought it highly improper
while a negotiation was pending. As to what the
noble Vifcount had mentioned of affurances of peace
having been given in another place, it was obvious,
thefe points could not fall properly under difcuffion.

The Earl of Carlifle rofe to fupport the motion of
Lord Rawdon ; when the Chancellor reminded the
Houfe, that there could be no motion before them
till the original queftion was difpofed of

. He then read the motion for the Addrefs, which
was carried unanimaufly.

A Committee was appointed to prepare it; and
the Lords with white ftaves were ordered to prcfent
the fame. :

Some converfation then took place on the motions
of Lord Rawdon, for a ftatement of the trade and
fithery carried on, and on the production of papers
relative to the capture of the vefels, with the ac-
counts of the armaments in the ports of Spain.

On the queftion being put on each, the firft mo-
tion was carried with a verbal amendment propofed
by Lord Hawkefbury.

The
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The motion for the producion of the accounts
and papers was negatived without a divifion.

17th Max.

Lord Hay (Earl of Kinnoul) moved, that His
Majefty’s meflage, relative to the difputes with
Spain might be read,

The fame having being read by the Clerk at the
table, '
~ Lord Hay obferved, that he flattered himfelf that
no apology could be neceffary for the remarks with
which he fhould beg leave to introduce his intended
motion, when it was confidered how much it beho-
ved every Member of the Britith Legiflature, at a
moment when the country was upon the eve of a war,
to call for fuch information as he might deem necef-
fary to elucidate the condu& of Adminiftration. For
his own part, he thould not hefitate to declare ¢hat
he ftrongly fufpeéted the Minifter of having, for pur-
pofes beft known to himfelf, kept back, for a con-
fiderable time, the information given to the Houfe
- by His Majefty’s meflage. He fufpected Adminif-
tration alfo of having negle&ed a tirhely prepara-
tion proportioned to the armaments of Spain, and
thereby induced that country to commit ‘the infult
on the Britith flag which had been complained of.
He condemned  His Majefty’s {érvants for having
deluded the country by holding out a profpett of
permanent peace, when they muft hive known of
the probable grounds of an approaching war. He

judged
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judged it proper, therefore, to move for the date of
the firft official information‘received ; he withed not
to move for any paper that could be objected to on
the grounds of ftate fecre¢y's but the {ubftance of
the information given by the remonfirance of the
Spanith Ambafiador had been ftated-in His Maje(:
1y’s meflage ; he defired to have the date of the re-
ceipt of that information, which could in no ways
prove injurious to the interefts of the country, and
which, if - refufed, would neither be candid to the
Houfe, nor honourable to the Minifter. In con-
clufion Lord Hay moved for

¢ An humble Addrefs to His Majefty, that he
* would be gracioufly pleafed to order to be laid
s¢ b_c{&xrc the Houfe, the date of the receipt of the
¢ _remonftrance prefented by the Spamifh Aibafla-
« gdor to His Majefty’s Minifters; by order of his
¢« Court.”

'Lord Walfingham rofe; and faid, that the motion
of the noble Lord could not be agreed to, unle(s
the Houfe departed from a rule which they had in-
vasiably and wifely. obferved, that of never fuffer-
ing, papers to be produced relative to a megotiation
with a foreign power, pending fuch a negotiation,
they.could not poffibly. agree to the prefent motion.
He declared, that he had not heard a fingle reafon
aﬂigned for the productior of the informatiop moved
for 5 it could be attended with' no good confequence,
but might introdace bad confeguences, as it would
citablifh a danggrous precedent.

Lord
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Lord Porchefter withed for the date of the com-
munication for the purpofe of obtaining Parliamen-
* tary ground for a Parliamentary cenfiire of the: Mi-
nifter, whofe conduét he fufpected in the ftrongeft
manner. He was confirmed in his own mind, that
the King’s fervants knew of the infult offered by
Spain prior to the opening of the Budget. He ani-
madverted on the conduét of the Minifter in his
concealment, which he declared he could not but
view in the moft criminal and difgraceful light. He
was ready to admit that Adminiftration either did,
or did not know, prior to the ftatement of the fi-
nances of the country, that Spain had not only been,
for a long time, making the moft formidable prepa-
rations, but had attually attacked and infulted the
Britith flag : if they did not know the fac, their
ignorance was a high crime : if they did know it,
their deceit was a ftill greater. He defired any
noble Lord, or the moft acute man living, to thew
the danger of giving the information moved for ;
. by its being made known to France, it could not
extricate her from her difficulties, and enable her
to {upport the Family Compaét ; nor would its be-
ing made known to Turkey, to Ruffia, or to the
Houfe of Auftria, induce them to alter their military
arrangements.  He faw no other reafon for refufing
the date, than the confciouthefs of detection by its
produttion. He concluded with charging the Ad-
* miniftration with a neglet of duty in ‘having no
Minifter at Spain, and a corrupt abufe of the public

F truft,
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truft, in making a finecure of the Spanith Em-
bafly.

Vifcount Sydney faid, that he fhould not have
arifen, but that the noble Lord, who {poke laft, had
alluded to expreffions ufed in another Houfe of Par-
liament, which.certainly was a very irregular and
unparliamentary ground of objecion ; for his own

part, he thought the motion by no means founded,
and he juftified the withholding the paper on the af-
{ertion -of Lord Stormont.

The Earl of Carlifle begged leave to remind the
noble Viicount (Sydney) who had juft objected
againft allufions to what might have paffed in ano-
ther place, that he had not in the Jealt oppofed 2
motion brought forward by the L.ord Prefident of
the Council during the difcuffion of the Regency,
which was not founded in words fpoken by a Mi-
nifter, but by an individual, (Mr. Fox) and which
had caufed a debate of many hours. The Earl of
Carlifle fupported the motion, and declared that he
could not avoid obferving on the filence -of His
Majefty’s Minifters, - which was not a dignified
filence, but a filence like that, of which certain
perfons in a cerrain Court would be glad to avail
themf{elves, had not the law conftrued their filence
inta a full confeffion of guilc. It was, he believed,
afilence that His Majefty’s Minifters reforted to as a
cover to their indifcretion, and a cloak to their
criminality.  He would venture a prophecy, that
the prefent d'(fpute would be terminated without a
war, but that it would be terminated in a manner
&ar fhort of all thae conce{ﬁon demanded in the

latter
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latter part of the meflage, Wthh was wound up with
empty boaftings.

Lord Stormont faid, that he confidered himfelf
as free to affert, that when the noble Vifcount (Syd-
ney) took the incidental obfervation of a noble
Lord, as the main ground of fupport of the motion,
his conduét was neither parliamentary nor warrant-
able. . They weke agreed as to the premifes of the
argument, but differed as to the conclufion. Cer-
tainly there were political fituations, refpeting which
he ‘kmew- that' Minifters might preferve a perfet
filence in difcharge -of a painful duty;” and rather
expofe themfelves and their' mieafures to mifcon-
firu&tion and cenfure, than nfque the fafety of the
country ; but how could the conclufion now. infifted
on be drawn from-fuch premifes? The important
faltsin queihomwem all made known to the Houfe
through the medium of His ‘Majefty’s meffage :
where then could be the danger of difclofing the
date of their communication ?

The queftion was at length put, and their Lord-
fhips dividing, there appeared for the motion,
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HOUSE or COMMONS.
May zoth.

The Houfe having refolved itfelfinto a Commxttec
of Supply, Mr. Gilbert in the chair,

Mr, Chancellor Pitt rofe to move a vote of credit

for a million, to enable His Majefty to at as the
exigency of affairs might require. With the large
fums already voted, and the ufe of the money which
His Majefty would. then have at his command, a
vote of credit for a million would be fufficient.
y ‘¢ That.it is the. .opinion of this Comunittee, that
¢ a {um not exceeding one milliop be granted to
¢ His Majefty, to enable His Majefty to take fuch
¢ meafures, and to make fuch augmentauon to his
¢ forces by fea and land as the exlgencxes of af-
¢¢ fairs may require,

Thc motion having been read a ﬁr(’c and fecond
time, on the queftion, ¢ That the Chau‘man do re-
¢ port the fame to the Houfe.”

Mr, Sheridan remarked, that the right honour-
able gentleman, (the Chancellor of the Exchequer)
when he ftated his obfervations on His Majefty’s
meflage to the Houfe, had exprefled a hope, that
we fhould {hll be able ta accommodate the matters
in quef’uon between the Courts of Madrid and Great
Britain, without being driven to the neceffity of go-
ing to war ; a hope in which they muft all moft cor-
dially concur. But although it was right to follow
up their addrefs to His Majeﬁy‘ of laft week with a

vote
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vote of {upply, and not leave the addrefs as a mere
matter of profeffion, Mr. Sheridan faid he withed to
know if, on the event of war being commenced, the
right honourable gentleman would find it heceffary
to have a Committee of Supply again. .

Mr. Chancellor Pitt anfwered, that there were two
views in the contemplation of Government. The
one, a hope, and that, he believed, not altogether
irrational, that the matters in difpute between us and
Spain might be accommodated, without going ‘tg
the extremity of a war ; ahd “the other, that a war
might be unavoidable, The vote of ¢redit for a
million was calculated to anfwer the lealt defireable
alternative of the two, fhould we be difappointed of
our expectations.

Mr. M. A. Taylor trufted, that Government
would contrive that the Admiral for the Newfound-
land ftation did not go till rather a later period than’
the prefent, in order that he might prote(t the large
fleet of fhips which would fail for Newfoundland
from the port of Pool. Many had already failed ;
and he could have prevented all the mifchief that
was poffible to happen, had he made known the fitua-
tion of affairs a month, or even a fortnight ago.

Mr. Rolle obferved, that there was a confiderable .
deal of property embarked on board veflels in the
different ports in the weft in a fimilar predicament,
but that he had not thought it right to fay any thing
refpeding them in that Houfe, as he gave Govern-
ment the credit of fuppofing that they would take
the proper means of guarding, as much as poffible,

againt
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againft the danger incidental to the circumftances
in which we now ftoad. -

‘Mr.. Taylor declared that.there; was no fccret in
what he had mentioned, norany thing which could
afford mformanou to, Spain, which the could not,.
with the utmoft eafe; have obtained. For his own
pait; he was-as little'defirous -of betraying the ne-
ceffary myfleries of, Stake 98 thechonoursble: gentle-
man whofpoke laft, . or nny other. hmom‘ablc Mem-
ber swhadloever, '

- M. Fox afked, whether the papers whlch the
Houfe had ordered, would give the dates of' the
carlieft intelligence received by His ‘Majefty’s Mi- -
nifters of the capture of the fhips in Nootka Sound ¥
He added, that fince he had laft troubled the Houfe
on the fubjeft, a report had gone abroad, that a
communtcatton of the fact was made 1o His Majef-
ty’s Minifters by the Spanith Ambaflador, fo early
as the 10oth of February lg(’_c.z He withed to have the
dates of the commupication correitly, intorder to
fee whethes the fituationsin which ‘the nation unhap-
pily ttoad,; was-a misfortune not to be avoided, or
whether, if.a public reprefentation of it to the Houfe,
and .a preparation for armament had been made at
an earlier moment, the calamity might not have
been prevented. He had no doubt but this infor-
mation would be given, when His Majefty fhould
gractoufly be pleafed to give dire@tions for it, in
compliance with the addrefs of the Houfe; and if
it thould appear that the communication- had been
made fo early as the 10th of February, undoubtedly

the
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the furpn(e of the Houfe at the condu® of Mxm['—
ters would become increafed.

Mr. Chancellor Pitt anfwered, that he had not
‘conceived that the motion of the right honourable
gentleman extended to the communications made
by the Spanith Ambaflfador ; if he had, he thould
have ftated his reafons for obje&ing againftit. He
underftood that the motion referred merely to the
intelligence received from Madrid, and fo it would.
be found by His Majefty’s anfwer, it had been ge-
nerally underftood by His Majefty’s Minifters. If
any thing farther was wi(hcd'for, the beft way would
be for the right honourable gentleman to make a
diftin motion for it.

Mr. Fox obferved, that if the report which he h1d
heard were founded, the Ambaflador’s communica-
tion being the firft intelligence, was moft important,
and he wifhed to have it, in order that they might
learn whether they were likely to be plunged into a
war by accidents not to be guarded againft by hu-
man forefight and precaution, -or through the care-
leflnefs and fupinenefs of His Majefty’s Council.

Mr. Chancellor Pitt declared, that whatever tem-
porary triumph the right honourable gentleman or
his friengls might think they had obtained by goad-
ing Minifters with queftions, fuch -as thofe now in
agitation, he fhould not, either by perfonal attack
or perfonal infinuation, become provoked to do
what he did not think proper or confiftent with his
dutyt to the public.. Upon any future proper day
forupreferved difcuffion, he had no doubr put that

the
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the hionourdble gentlemen would find that they had
lefs caufe for triumph than they at prefent feemed to
imagine.

Mr. Fox anfwered, that there was nothing like
triumph in the matter. He had mentioned 2 report
that a communication had been made to His Majef-
ty’s Minifters on the 1oth of February, but he beg-
ged to have it underftood that he was by no means
pledged for the truth of it.

The refolution pafled.

May 11tk

The report of the Committece of Supply was
brought up, and the refolutions being read,

Mr. Fox declared, that he had imagined that the
general intent of the vote of credit was to provide
for the uncertain expences which muft, neceflarily,
be incurred, fhould the hopes of the country expe-
rience a difappointment, and Spain refufe an ami-
cable accommodation. But he had heard, that or-
ders for an augmentation of the forces by fea and
land were, already, iffued. If this was true, he
faw na reafon why the eftimates of thefe augmenta-
tions might not have been referred to a Committee
of Supply; waysand means voted the money necef-
fary immediately ; and provifion made for paying
the interefts of t. No maxim in finance could be
truer, than that the means of paying any expence
fhould go hand in hand with the expence itfelf.
There was no end to the mifchiefs arifing from
fpending money one year, and providing for the

payment
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payment the next. The public, alfo, fhould know
at once the extent of the expence, as nearly as
pofiible, in order to judge of the expediency of it.
Mr. Chancellor Pist contended, that to have voted
eftimates in a committee of fupply would have
looked like an inference that the augmentation of the
forces was to be kept up for the whole year; and
money muft have been borrowed, and taxes now im-
pofed to pay the intereft, before it was known with
certainty that either would be wanted. Although
it-was true that augmentations-were already ordered,
thefe augmentations might not be completed in one
event, or might not be {ufficient in another; and if
the hopes of an amicable accommodation thould be
difappointed, provifion might be made for the ad-
ditional expence, which would then become necef- -

fary, by as carly an application to Parliament as
public convenience would admit.

Mr. Fox begged leave to remind the rxght
hononourable gentleman, that he never meant to
affert that eftimates voted under the bare apprehen-
fion of war would be fufficient, if war fhould
altually enfue, but that the augmentations-already

ordered might have been voted and provided for in
the regular way.

Mr. Chancellor Pitt anfwered, that this would have
been to continue, for a whole year, augmentations,
which, in the event of an amicable accommodation,
might not be wanted for fo long a time, or might not
cven be all made.

The refolution was agreed to.

G Mr.
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Mr, Sheridan faid, that hé had a totion ta -
make, which he knew not whether he had worded
properly ; but the purport of it was, to obtain
information whether the trade to Nootka Sound,
and the fettlement forming, or intended ta be
formed there, was undertaken under the fanttion
- and authority of Government, o merely as an enter-
ptize of private pérfons.

Mr. Chancellor Pitt withed the motion to be
poftponed till the information promifed in His
Majefty’s anfwer to thé Addrefs could be laid
before the Houfe. Licences to trade to Nootka
Sound had been granted; and he knew of ne

authority for that, er any athet purpofe, but fuch
as thofe Jicences contaiped, - -+

Mr, Fox obferved, that it was of much im-
portance, that the fituation and nature of the trade
and fettlement fhould be known, -

Mr, Chancellor Pitt faid, that the memorial
of Captam Mears, with the very full a,ppendxx
which accompanied it, would put the Houfe in
pofleffion of all that Government knew on the
fubject.

Mr. Sheridan remarked, that what the Houfe had

" now heard, that the fettlement was 3 private enter-
prize, was very material,
~ Mr. Chancellor Pitt contended, that whether the
fettlement was or was not a private enterprize, there
could be no doubt that it was incumbent on the
honour of the country to demand fatisfation for
any infult or injury offered to its fubjects, whether
mn
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in their private capacity of traders, or ading
under the more immediate fantion of Govern-
ment. . ,

" Mr, Sheridan declared, that if the right hon.
gentleman meant to infinuate that he did not
think the country bound in hongur to ‘protett
every fubje® from infult or injury, he had put
a conftruction on the words which they would not
bear. ' '

The motion was poftponed.

Max 12¢h,

A debate took place on a motion of Mtr. Grey
for the produ&ion of the communication made to
His Majety by the Ambaflador of the Catholic
King, and the date of the faid communication. Mr.
Lambton feconded the motion. It was oppofed
by Mr. Browne and Colonel Phipps on the ground
that a refponfible Minifter ought not for the fake of
momentary popularity difclofe the fecrets of a ne-
gociation. Mr. Rolle was aftonithed that the
motion could come through the vehicle of 2 Mem-
ber who had fo great a ftake in the country. Mr.
Wyndham reprobated the idea of Minifters aftecting
to throw themfelves on their charatter, and pre-
{erving an obftinate filence, pluming themfelves on
poflefling the Statefman-like qualities of Lord
Burleigh. If papers were ‘refufed on fuch pretext,
there was an end to the beft funtions of the Houfe.
Mr. Wilberforce deprecated the production of

G2 papers
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papers, and averred that the conduét of Adminiftra-
tion did not warrant diftruft. ,

Mr. Fox contended, that the principle - upon
which the papers were refufed went to the extinc-
tion of the true ufe and benefit of Parliament—the
previous inquiry into the grounds upon which
great expence was to be incurred.—They atked for
no part of the negociation—They required nothing
but the communication of a date, and at the mo-
ment when this date was effential to prove that they
either were or were not entitled to the confidence
they demanded.—Mr. Fox faid, that unqueftionably
the honour of the nation was to be maintained.—A
war for the honour of the nation was the only war
that could be political ; for no war in the profpeét
of mere profit was ever juftified by the refult.

The Houfe divided.

Ayes — — 121
-Noes — — 213

After which Mr. Fox fimply moved for the
date of - the firt communication.—This alflo Mr.
Pitt refufed, and the Houfe divided.

Ayes f— - 119
Noes — - 203

The Memorial of Licutenant Mears was laid upon

the table of the two Houfes, for the fubftance of
which vide the Preface,

His
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JUNE 101k,

His Maelty clofed the Seffion with a moft graci-
ous Speech from the Throne, of which the follow-
ing paflages alluded to the difpute with Spain :

¢ My Lords, and Gentlemen,

¢ The neceflary public bufinefs being now con-

“¢ cluded, I think it right to put an end to this feffion
¢¢ of Parliament.

¢ I have not hitherto received the anfwer of the
¢¢ Court of Spain to the reprefentation which I have
¢ direCted to be made at that Court, in fupport of
¢ the dignity of my crown, and of the interefts of
‘“ my people. 1 continue to entertain the {trongeft
“¢ defire for the maintenance of peace on juft and
¢ honourable ‘grounds ; but, under the prefent cir-
¢ cumftances, I feel it indifpenfably neceflary to
¢« proceed with expedition and vigour in thofe pre-
‘¢ parations, the objetts of which have already re-
¢¢ ceived your unanimous concurrence,

¢ The affurances and conduét of my allies, on
“¢ this interefting occafion, have manifefted, in the
““ moft fatisfatory manner, their determination to
¢ fulfil the engagements of the exifting treaties ;
*¢ and, Itruft, that our mutual good underftanding
“¢ and concert will be produ@ive of the happieft ef-
“fe@s in the prefent conjuncture of affairs in
‘¢ Europe. :

€« Gen-
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¢¢ Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons,
“ I return you my particular thanks for the readi-
“¢ nefs with which you granted the fupplies for the
‘¢ current fervice, and for your unanimity and dif-
¢ patch in enabling me to take thofe meafures which
¢¢ the prefent crifis has rendered neceffary.

. ¢ My Lords, and Gentlemen,

¢ Iris His Majefty’s Royal will and pleafure, that
¢¢ this Parliament be prorogued to Tuefday, the 3d
< day of Auguft next, to be then here holden ; and

¢¢ this Parliament is accordingly prorogued to Tuef-
€ day, the 3d day of Auguft next.”

On the 4th day of June the following State Paper
was delivered by the Spanifh Court to the Minifters
from all the Courts of Europe, refident at Madrid,

MEMORTIAL

OF THE

CATHOLIC KING,

« THE King being apprized of the particylars
laid before his Minifters, op the 16th of May, by
Mr. Merry, his Britannic Majefty’s Minifter, rela-
tive to the unexpeited difpute between this Court
and Great Britain, as to the veflels captured in Port

St.
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St. Laurence, or Nootka Sound, on the coaft of
California, in the South Sea, has commanded the
underfigned, his Majefty’s Firlt Secretary of State,
to anfwer to the faid Minifter of England, That he
had the honour to make known perfonally, and in
writing, to the faid Minifter, upon the 18th of the
fame month, that his Majefty at no time pretended
to any rights, in any ports, {eas, or places, other than
what belong to his Crown by the moft {olemn Trea.
ties, recognized by all nations, and more particy-
larly with Great Britain, by a right founded on parti-
cular Treaties, the uniform confent of both nations,
and by an immemorial, regular and eftablithed pof-
fefion, That his Majefty is ready to enter upon
every examination and difcuffion moft likely to ter-
minate the difpute in an amicable way ; and is wil-
ling to enter into immediate conference with the new
Ambaflador, and, if juftice requires it, will certainly
difapprove of the condu, and punith his fubje&ts if
they have gone beyond their powers. This offer and
fatisfaction will, itis hoped, ferve as an example to
the Court of London to do as much onits part,
- ¢¢ As the two Courts of L.ondon and Madrid have
not yet received proper and authenticated accounts,
and proofs of all that has really paffed in thefe diftant
latjtudes, & contradi®ion in the developement of
fa&s has by this means been occafioned. Even at
this moment the papers and minutes made up by the
Viceroy of New Spain, on this matter, are not ar-
rived.~—Pofterior letters indeed fay, that the Englith
veflel, the Argonaut, had not been feized and con-
fifcated
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fifcated till legally condemned; and that the {mall
veffel, called the Princefs Royal, which had after-
wards arrived, was not feized nor confifcated, but
that, on the contrary, full ‘reftitution was made by
the Vlceroy, and an ebligation only taken from the
Captain to pay the price of the veflel, if fhe was
declared a lawful prize; and on the precife fame
terms he had liberated a Portuguefe veflel belongmg
to Macao, and two American veflels.—Thefe par-
ticulars will be more explicitly proved and elucidated
on the arrival of the neceffary papers.

¢ The firft time that our Ambaffador made a pub-
lic notification of this matter to the Miniftry at Lon-
don, oN THE TENTH oF FEBRUARY LAST, many
of the circumftances that are now certain were then
doubtful. The rights and immemorial poffeffion of
Spain to that coaft and ports, as well as feveral other
titles proper to be taken into view in a pacific nego-
ciation, were not quite certain. And if the Court
of London had made an amicable return to the com-
plaints made by his Majefty relative to thofe mer-
chants whom Spain regards as ufurpers, and the
violators of treaties, and had fhewn any defire to
terminate the affair by an amicable accommodation,
a great deal of unneceffary expence might have been
faved. 'The high and menacing tone and manner in
which theanfwer of the Britith Minifter was couched,
at a time When no certain information of the parti-
culars had arrived, made the Spanith Cabinet enter-
tain fome {ufpicions that it was made not fo much for
the purpofe of the difpute in queftion, but as a pre-

text



49 ]
text to break entirely with our Court; for which
reafon it was thought neceflary to take fome precau-
tions relative to the fubjeét. :

“ On a late occafion a complaint was made to
the Court of Ruflia, as to fome fimilar points: rela-
tive to the navigation of the South Sea. A candid
anfwer being returned by that Court, the affair was
terminated without the leaft difagreement. Indeed
it may be afferted with truth, that the manner, much
more than the fubftance of the faéts, has produced
the difputes that have taken place on this head with
Great Britain.

¢¢ Neverthelefs the King does deny what the ene-
mies to peace have induftrioufly circulated, that
Spain extends pretenfions and rights of fovereignty
over the whole of the South Sea, as far as China.
When the words are made ufe of, ¢ Inthe name of
the King, his fovereignty, navigation, and éxclu-
five commerce to the continent and iflands of the
South Sea,” it is the manner in which Spain, in
{peaking of the Indies, has always ufed thefe words
that is to fay, to the continent, iflands, and feas
‘which belong to his Majefty, fo far as difcove-
ries have been made and fecured to him by treaties
and immemorial poffeffion, and uniformly acquiefced
in, notwithftanding fome infringements by indivi-
duals, who have been punifhed upon a knowledge
of their offences. And the King fets up no preten-
fions to any poffeffions, the right to which he cannot

prove by irrefragable titles.
H ¢« Al-
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¢¢ Although Spain may not have eftablithments
or colonies planted upon the coafts or in.the ports in
difpute, it does not follow that fuch coaft or port.
does not belong to-her. If this rule was to be fol-
lowed, one nation might eftablith colonies on the
coafts of another nation, in Ametica, Afia, Africa,
and Europe; by which means there would be no

fixed boundaries—a circumftance evidently abfurd.
¢ But whatever may be the iffue of the queftion
of right, upon a mature confideration of the claims
of both parties, the refult of the queflion of fa& is,
that the capture of the Englith veffels is repaired by
the reftitution that has been made, and the condu&t
of the Viceroy; for as to the qualification of fuch
reftitution, and whether the prize was lawful or not,
that refpeéts the queftion of right yet to be invefti-
gated ; that'is to fay, if it has been made agreeably
to, or in contradiction of treaties relative to the rights
and pofleffions of Spain. Laftly, the King will rea-
dily enter into any plan by which future difputes on
this fubjet may be obviated, that no reproach may
be upon him as having refufed any means of recon.
ciliation ; and for the eftablithment of a folid and
permanent peace, not only between Spain and
Great Britain, but alfo between all nations; for the
atcomplithment of which object, his Majefty has
fade the greateft efforts in all the Courts of Europe;
which he certainly would not have done if he had
any defign to involve England and the other

Euro-
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European powers in a calamitous and deftructive

war. ‘ .
Given at Aranjuez, the

4th day of June, 1790.
(Signed) Lz Comre DE FLorRIDA BLaNca,

On the 13th day of June the following Memorial
was delivered by the Count gt FLor1DA BLANCA,
{ to Mr. FITZHERBERT at Madnd and by him to
the Britith Court

MEMORIAL

OF
-Couxt DE ,FL_‘QR,IDA BLANCA.

Aranjuez, 13th June, rygo.
¢ BY every treaty upon record betwixt Spain and
the other nations of Europe, for upwards of two
centuries, an exclufive right of property, navigation,
and commerce to the Spanith Weft Indies, has been
uniformly fecured to Spain, England having always
Rood forth in a particular manner in fupport of fuch
righit. ‘

‘¢ By article 8th of the treaty of Utrecht (a treaty
in which all the "European nations may be faid ta
have taken a'paft) Spain and England ¢ profefs to
4 eftablifh it ‘as a fundamental principle of agreement,
< that .thé navigation and commerce of the Weft-
¢ Indies, -under the dominion of Spain, fhall remain
¢ in ithe precife fituation in which they flood in-the
¢ reagn of his Catholic Majefty, Charles II. and that

H2 ¢ that
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¢ that rule fhall be inviolably adhered to, and be

¢ incapable of mfrmgement
¢ After this maxim, the two powers ftipulated—
¢ That Spain fhould never grant liberty or permiffion
¢ to any nation to trade to or introduce their merchan-
¢ dizes into the Spanifh American dominions, nor to
¢ fell, cede, or give up, to any other nation, its lands,
¢ dominions, or territories, orany part thereof.” On
the contrary, and in order that its territories fhould
be preferved whole and entire, England offers ¢ to
¢ aid and affift the Spaniards in re-eftablifhing the
¢ limits of their American dominions, and placing
¢ them in the exact fituation they ftood in at the time
¢ of his faid Catholic Majefty Charles IId. if by ac-
¢ cident it fhall be difcovered that they have under-
¢ gone any alteration to the ‘prejudice of Spain, in
¢ whatever manner or pretext fuch alteration may

¢ have been brought about.’
¢ The vaft extent of the Spanith territories, navis
‘gation, and dominion on the Continent of America,
ifles and feas contigyous to the South Sea, are clearly
laid down, and authenticated by a variety of docu-
ments, laws, and formal a&s of _poffeflion in the
reign of King Charles 1Id. It is alfo clear ly afcer-
tained, that notwith@fanding the repeated attempts
made by adventurers and pirates on:the Spanifh
codfts of the South Sea and adjacent iflands, Spain
has {till preferved her poffeffions entire, and oppofed,
with fuccefs, thole ufurpations, by conftantly {end-
ing her thips and veflels to take poffeffion of fuch
fettlements. By thefe meafures, and reiterated aéts
of potleffion, Spain has preferved her dominion,

¢ which
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which the has extended to the borders of the Ruffian
eftablithments in that part of the world.

¢ The Viceroys of Peru and New Spain, having
been informed, that thefe feas had been for fome
years paft more frequented than formerly; that
fmuggling had increafed ; that feveral ufurpations
prejudicial to Spain and the general tranquillity had
been fuffered to be made; they gave orders that the
weftern coafts of Spanith America, and iflands and -
feas adjacent, fhould be more frequently navigated
and explored.

¢¢ They were alfo informed, that {everal Ruffian
veflels were upon the point of making commercial
eftablifhments upon that coaft. At the time that
Spain demonftrated to Ruffia the inconveniences at-
tendant upon fuch incroachments, fhe entered upon
the negociation. with Ruffia, upon the fuppofition
that the Ruffian navigatbrs of the Pacific Ocean had
no orders to make eftablithments within the limits of
Spanith America, of which the Spaniards were the
firft pofleffors, (limits fituated within Prince Wil-
liam’s Streight) purpofely to avoid all diffentions,
andin order to maintain the harmony and amity which
Spain wifhed to preferve.

“ The Court of Ruffia replied, it had already
sgiven orders, that its fubjects fhould make no fettle-
ments in places belonging to other Powers, and that
if thofe orders had been violated, and any had been
made in Spanith America, they defired the King
‘would put a {top to them ina friendly manner. To
this pacific language on the part of Ruffia, Spain
abferved, that fhe could not be anfwerable for what

her
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her Officers might do at that diftance, whofe gerie
ral orders and inftru&lons were not to permit any™
fettlements to be made by other nations on the con-
tinent of Spanith America. :

““Though trefpafles had been made by the Englith
on {ome of the iflands of thofe coafts, which had
given rife to fimilar complaints having been made to
the Court of London, Spain did not knoy that the
Englifh had endeavoured to make any fettlements on
the northern part of the Southern :Ocean, till ‘the
commanding officer of a Spanifh fhip, in the ufual
tour of the coafts of California, found two American
weflels'in St. Laurence, ‘or Nootka harbour, where
he was going for provifions-andrftores. . Thefe vef-
fels he permitted to proceed-on:their voyage, it ap-
pearing from their papers, that they were driven there
by diftrefs, and only camein to refit.

¢« He alfo found there, the Iphigenia from Macao,
under Ifortuguefe-c"olours, which had a paffport from
the Governor ; and though he came manifeftly with
a view-to trade there, yet the Spanith Adimiral, when
he faw his inftrutions, gave him leave to depart,
wpon his figning an engagement to pay the value of
the veflel, fhould the Government of Mexico de-
clare it a lawful prize.

- ¢« With this veflel there came fecond which the
Admiral detained; and a few days after a third,
named the Argonaut, from the above-mentioned
place. The Captain of this latter was an -Englifh-
man. He came not'only to trade, but brought
every thing with him. proper toform afettlement there,
and to fortify it.  This, notwithftanding the.remon-

ftrances
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- ftrances of the Spanifh Admiral, he peifevered: in,
and was detained, together witch his veflel.

“ After him came 3 fourth Englith veflel, named
the Princefs Royal, and evidently for the fame pur~
pofes, She likewife was detained, and fent to Port
St. Blas, where the pilot of the Argonaut made away
with himfelf, :

¢ The Viceroy, on being informed of thefe par-
ticulars, gave orders, that the Captain and the veflels
fhould be relieved, and that they fhould have leave
to refit, without declaring them a lawful prize; and
this he did, on account of the ignorance of the pro-
prietors, and the friendfhip which fubfifted between
the two Courts of London and Madrid.

‘¢ He alfo gave them leave to return to Macao
with their cargo, after capitulating with them in the
fame manner as, with the Portuguefe Captain, and
leaving the affair to be finally determined by the
Count de Revillagigedo, his fucceflfor, who alfo
gave them their liberty.

¢¢ As {oon as the Court of Madrid had received an
account of the detention of the firft Englith veflel at
Nootka Sound, and before that of the fecond ar-
rived, it ordered its Ambaflador at London to make
a report thereof to the Englith Minifter, which he
did, on the 10th February laft, and to require that
the parties who had planned thefe expeditions fhould
be punithed, in order to deter others from making
fettlements on territories occupied and frequented by
the Spaniards for a number of years,

[ In
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¢ In the Ambaflador’s memorial, mention was
only made of the Spanith Admiral that commanded
the prefent armament, having vifited Nootka Sound
in 1774, though that harbour had been frequently
vifited both before -and- fince, with the ufual forms
of taking poffeffion. Thefe forms were repeated
more particularly in the years 1755 and 1779, all
along the coafts as far as Prince William’s Sound,
and it'was thefe adts that gave occafion to thé me-
moridl made by the Court of Ruffia, as has been
already noticed.

¢¢ The Spanith Ambaffador at London did not re-
prefent in this memorial at that time, that the right
of Spain to thefe coafts was conformable to ancient
boundaries, which had been guaranteed by England
at the treaty of Utrecht, in the reign of Charles II.
deeming it to be unneceffary : as orders had been
given and veflels had attually been feized on thofe
coafts, fo far back as 1692.

¢¢ The anfwer that the Englifh Miniftry ga\;e, on
the 26th of February, was, that they had not as yet
been informed of the fa&s ftated by the Ambaffador,
and that the a& of wivlence, mentioned in his memo-
rial, neceffarily fufpended any difcuffion of the
claims therein, till an adequate atonement had been
made for a proceeding fo injurious to Great Britain. -

« In addition to this haughty language of the
Britith Minifter, he farther added, that the fhip
muft in the firft place be reftored, and that with re-
fpet to any future ftipulations, it would be neceffary

to
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ta wait for a more full detail of all the cn'cumﬂanca
of this affair. ‘

: ¢ The harfh and laconic ftile in which this an<
fwer was given, made the Court of Madrid fufpe®
that the King of Great Britain’s Minifters were form-
ing other plans; and they were the more induced to
think fo, as there were reports that they were going
to fit out two fleets, one for the Mediterranean, and
another for the Baltic. This of courfe obliged
Spain to increafe the {mall fquadron Ihe was gettmg

ready to exercife her marine.
¢¢ The Court of Spain then ordered her Ambaﬂ'a-

dor at London to prefent a memorial to the Britifh’
Miniftry, fetting forth, that though the Crown of
Spain had an indubitable right to the continent,
iflands, harbours, and coafts of thar part of the wor!d s
founded on treaties and immemniorial poffeffion, yet,
as‘the Viceroy of Mexico had releafed the veffels
that were detained, the King looked upon the affair’
as concluded, without entering into any difputes or
difcuffions on the undoubted rights of Spain, and
defiring to give a proof of his friendthip for Great
Britain, he fhould reft fatisfied if fhe ordered that
her fubjeéts, in future, refpeted thofe rights. g
¢ As if Spain, in this anfwer, had latd claim to
the Empire of that Ocean, though fhe only {poke of
what belopged to her by’ treaties, and as if it had
been fo grievous an offengg to terminate this affair
by reftitution of the only” veflel which was then
known to have been taken, it excited fuch clamour
and agitation in the Parliament of England, that the’
- I moft
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moft vigorous preparations for war have been com-
menced ; and thofe powers difinclined to peace
charge Spain with defigns contrary to her known
principles of honour and probity, as well as to the
tranquillity of Europe, which the Spanith Monarch
and his Minifters have always had in view. _

¢¢ While England was employed in making the
greatet armaments and preparations, that Court
made anfwer to the Spanith Ambaffador (upon the
sth of May) that the alts of violence committed
againft the Britifh flag ¢ rendered it neceffary for the
¢¢ Sovereign to change hjs Minifter at Madrid, to re-
« pew the remonftrances (being the anfwer of England
¢¢ already mentioned) and to require that {atisfaction,

¢¢ which his Majefty thought he had an indi{putable
¢¢ right to demand,”

¢ To this was added a declaration, not to enter
formally into the matter until a fatisfattory anfwer
was obtained; €€ and at the fame tiime the memorial
¢¢ of Spain fhould not include in it the queftion of

« right;” which formed a moft effential part of the
difcuffion.

¢¢ The Britith Adminiftration offer in the fame
anfwer, to take the moft effetual and pacific mea-
fures, that the Englifh fubjes thall not a&t ¢ againft
¢ the juft and acknowledged rights of Spain, but
¢ that they cannot at prefent accede to the pretenfions -
«¢ of abfojute fovereignty, commerce, and naviga- -
« tion, which appeared to be the principal object of
«¢ the memorials of the Ambaflador, and that the
e ng of England confiders it as a duty incumbent

113 upon
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“upon him, to protect his fubjefts in the enjoy-
¢ ment of the right of continuing their fithery in the
¢ Pacific Ocean.”

¢ If this pretenfion is found to trefpafs upon the
ancient boundaries Jaid down in the reign of King
Charles II. and guarantegd by England in the treaty
of Utrecht, as Spain believes, it appears that that
Court will have good reafons for difputing and op-
pofing this claim, and it is to be hoped that the
equity of the Britifh Adminiftration will {ufpend and
reftri& it accordingly.

¢ In confequence of the foregoing anfwer, the
Charge d’Affaires from the Court of London at Ma-
dridinfifted, ina memorial of the 16th of May, on ref-
titution of the veffel detained at Nootka, and the pro-
perty therein contained ; of an indemnification for the
loffes fuftained, and on a reparation proportioned to
the injury done to the Englith fubjets trading un
dei the Britith flag, and that they have an indifpu-
table right to the enjoyment of a free and uninter-
rupted navigation, commerce, and fithery ; and to the
pofleffion of fuch eftablithments as they thould form
with the confent of the natives of the country, not
previoufly occupied by any of the European nations.

‘¢ An explicit and prompt anfwer was defired upon
this head, in fuch terms as might tend to calm the
anxieties, and to maintain the friendthip fubfifting be-
tween the two Courts.

¢¢ The Charge d’Affaires having obferved, thata
fufpenfion of the Spanith armaments would con-
tribute to tranquillity, upon the terms to be com-
municated by the Britith Adminiftration, an an-

12 ‘ {wer
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fwer was made by the Spanith Adminiftration, that
the King was fincerely inclined to difarm upon the
principles of reciprocity, and propostioned to the cir-
cumftances of the two Courts; adding, that the
Court of Spain was atuated by the moft pacific in-
tentions, and a defire to give every fatisfation and
indemnification, if juftice was not on their fide, pro-
vided England did as much if the was found to be
in the ‘wrong.
<« TFhis anfwer muft convince all the Courts of
Europe that the condu&t of the King and his Ad-
miniftration is confonant to the invariable principles
of juftice, truth, and peace. :
Le ComtE de Froripa BLANCA.

ANSWER or Mr. FITZHERBERT

TO A LETTER OF

M. Froripa Branca, of date 13th of Fune.

¢ Monfieur, Madrid,
-4 dn compliance with. your Excellency’s defite, {
have now the hohour to communicate to you, in writ-
g, what I aebferved to you in the converfation we
had the day before yefterday. '
. ¢ The {ubltance of thefe obfervations are 'bneﬂy
thele :
. *“.The Court of London is animated with the
moft fincere defire of terminating the difference
that "at prefent {ubfifts between it and the Court of
Madrid, relauve to the port of Nootka, and the
adjacent latitudes, by a fiiendly negociation; but
a 1t is evident, upon the cleareft principles of
Juftice
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juftice and reafon, that an equal negociation can-
not be opened, till matters are put in their on-
ginal ftate, and as certain alts have been com-
mitted in the latitudes in queftion by veflels be-
longing to the Royal Marine of Spain, againt
feveral Britith veflels, without any reprifals hav-
ing been made, of any fort, on the part of Geear-
Britain, that power is perfe&tly in the right to
infift, as a preliminary condition, upon a prompt
and {uitable reparation for thefe a@s of violence;
and in confequence of this principle, the pradtice
of nations has limited {uch right of reparation to
three articles, viz. the reftitution of the veflels—
a full indemnification for the loffes {uftained by the
patties injured —and finally, fadsfattion to the
Sovereign for the infult offered tohis flag. So that
it is evident that the actual demands of my Cowt,
far from containing any thing to prejudice the
rights or the dignity of his Catholic Maefty,
amount to no more 1n fa&t than what is con-
ftantdy done by Great Britain herfelf, as well as
every other maritime power in fimilar circum-
ftances.—¥Finally, as to the nature of the fatisfac-
tion which the Court of London exads oa this
occafion, and on which your Excellency appears
to defire fome explanation, U am authorifed, Sir,
to affure you, that if his Catholic Majefty con- -
fents to make a declaration in his name, bearing,
in fubftance, that he had determined to offer to
His Britannic Majefty a jult and fuitable fatisfac-
tioa for the infult offered to the honour of his flag—
fuch offer, Joined w a promife of making reftitu-

“tion
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tion of the veffels captured, and to indemnify the pro-
prietors, under the conditions {pecified in the official
letter of Mr. Merry on the 16th of May, will
be regarded by His Britannic Majefty as confti-
tuting in itfelf the fatisfation demanded ; and
his faid Majefty will accept of it as fuch by a
counter declaration on his part. I have to add,
that as it appears uncertain if the veflels, the North
Weft, an American veffel, and the Iphigenia, had
truly a right to enjoy the protection of the Britith
flag, the King will with pleafure confent that an
examination of this queftion, as well as that rela-
tive to the juft amount of the loffes fuftained
‘by his fubjefts, may be left to the determination
of Commiffioners to be named by the two Courts,
¢ Having thus recapitulated to your Excellency
the heads of what I obferved to you in converfa-
tion, I flatter myfelf you will weigh the whole in
your mind, with that {pirit of equity and mode-
ration which charaQerifes you, that I may bein a
condition of fending to my Court, as foon as pof-
fible, a fatisfattory an{wer as to the point contained
in the official paper fent to Mr. Merry on the Ath
of the month, and which, for the reafons I have
mentioned, cannot be regarded by his Britannic
Majefty as fulfilling his juft expectations.
A I have the honour to be,
With fentiments of truth and refpect
to your Excellency,
, Sir, _
Your moft humble and moft obedient fervant,
(Signed) ALLEYNE FiTZHERBERT.
REPLY
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REPLY or Counr FLORIDA BLANCA

T O

MRr. FitzHERBERT'S LETTER.

¢ You will pardon me, Sir, that I cannot give
my affent to the principles laid down in your laft
letter, as Spain maintains on the moft folid grounds,
that the detention of the veffels was made in a port,
upon a coaft, orin a bay of Spanith America, the
commerce and navigation of which belonged exclu-
fively to Spain, by treaties with all nations, even
England herfelf.

¢¢ 'The principles laid down cannot be adapted to
the cafe. The veflels detained attempted to make
an eftablithment at a port where they found a nation
attually fettled, the Spanifh Commander at Nootka
having, previous to their detention, made the moft
amicable reprefentations to the aggreffors, to defift
from their purpofe.

¢ Your Excellency will alfo permit me to lay be-
fore you, that it is not at all certain that the veflels
detained navigated under the Britith flag, although
they were Englith veffels; there having been reafon
to believe that they navigated under the prote&tion
of Portuguefe paflports, furnifhed them by the
Governor of Macao as commercial veflels, and
not belonging to the Royal Marine. Your Ex-
cellency will add to thefe reafons, that by the
reftitution of thefe veflels their furniture and
cargoes, or their value, in confequence of the refolu-

tion
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tion adopted by the Viceroy of Mexico, which has
been approved - of by the King, for the fake of
peace, every thing is placed in its original ftate,
the obje your Excellency aims at—nothing re-
maining unfettled but the indemnification-of loffes,
and fatisfation for the infult, which fhall alfo be
regulated when evidence fhall be given what infult
Bas been committed, which hitherto has not been
fufficierly explained.

- ¢¢ However, that a quarrcl may not arife about
words, and that two nations friendly to each other
rhay not be expofed to the calamities of war, I
Iave to inform you, Sit, by order of the ng, that
His Mpjefty confents to make the deglaration which‘
your Excelfency propofes in your letter, and will
offer to his Britannic Majefty a juft and fuitable fatis-
fa&tion for the infult'offered to the honour of his flag,
provided that to thefe are added either of the fol-
lowing explanations’

- ¢ 1. That in offering fach fatisfaction, the infult
and the fatisfattion fhall be fully fettled both in
form and {ubftance by a judgment to be pronounced
by one of the Kings of Europe, whom the kKing
my mafter leaves wholly to the choice of his Britan--
nic Majefty: for it is fufficient to the Spanith
Monarch that a Crowned Head, from full in-
formation of the fatts, fhall decide as he thinks
Juft.

¢ 2. That in offering a juft and {Gitable fatisfac-
tion, care fhall be taken that in the progrefs of
the necocmuon to be opened, no falts be admirted
as true but fuch as can be fully ‘eftablifhed by
Great
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Great-Britain with regard to the infult offered ta
her flag.
¢ 3, That the faid fatisfaction fhall be given on
condition that no inference be drawn therefrom
to affe& the rights of Spain, nor of the right of
exalting from Great Britain an equxvalent fatise
falion, if it fhall be found, in the courfe of ne+ .
gotiation, that the King has a right to demand
fatisfaction for the aggreffion and ufurpation made
on the Spanith territory, contrary to fubﬁﬂ;ing’
treaties.
¢¢ Your Excellency will be pleafcd to make choice
of either of thefe three explanations to the decla:
ration your Excellency propofes, or all the three to-
get‘her,—-—\and to point out any difficulty that occurs
to you, that it may be obviated ;—or any othet
mode that may tend to promote the peace which we
defire to eftablifh.
I have the honour to Bé;
With the greatett refpect;
Sir,
Y our moft humble and moft obedient fervant,
(Signed)
Lz ComTE DR FLORIDA BLANCAM
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On the sth of Auguft about half paft one o’clock,
the following Letter was fent by the right hon.
W. Wyndham Grenville, one of His Majefty’s
- Principal Secretaries of State, to the Lord Mayor of

London, and was immediately by his Lordfhip’
" made known at the Bank, Exchange, and Lloyd’s.

- Hhiteball, Augyff 5, 1790.

"~ My Lorp, | '

" ¢ T have the honour to inform your Lordfhip,
that a Meflenger is arrived from His Majefty’s Am-
baffador Extraordmary at Madrid, with the account,
that, in compliance with His Majefty’s demand. of
fatisfattion for the capture of the Britith veflels at
Nootka, a Declaration was figned on the 24th of
July, by Count Florida Blanca, in the name of his
Catholic Majefty ; and that the fame was accepted in
His Majefty’s name, by His Majefty’s Ambaﬁ'ador,
who was thereupon to proceed to the difcuffion of the

matters depending between the two Courts, with a
view to a Definitive Arrangement.

¢¢ The Declaration above referred to, will be
immediately publifhed in a-Gazette Extraordinary,
which will be forwarded to your Lordthip as foon as.
it 1s printed.
I am, my Lord,
Your Lordthip’s moft obedient
And moft humble Servant,

W. W. GRENVILLE.”
¢« The Right Hon, theLorp MaYoR
“of London.

The
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7} LONDON GAZETTE EXTRAORDINARY.
THURSDAY, AUGUST 5, 179C.

Wluteha.ll Auguft 5. This morning one of His
Majeﬁy s Meflengers arrived from Madrid, at. the
office of his Grace the Duke of Leeds, His Majefty’s
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, with
difpatches from the right honourable Alleyne Fitz-
herbert, His Majefty’s Ambaffador Extraordinary
and Plenipotentiary at that Court, containing an ac-’
count of the following Declaration and Counter-
Declaration having been figned and exchanged, en
the twenty-fourth of July laft, by his Excellency on
the part of His Majefty, and by his Excellency
Count Florida Blanca, His Catholic Majefty’s Miniff

ter and Principal Secretary of State, on the part of
the Catholic King,

DECLARATION.

DECLARATION.
[Cor1E.]} [TraNsLATION.]
Sa Majefté Britannique His Britannic Majefty

s’etant plainte de la cap-
ture de certains vaiffeaux
appartenants i fes fuets,
fait dans la Baye de
Nootka, fituée fur la
Cote du Nard-Queft de
I’Amerique, par un of-
ficier aufervice du Roi;
le fous-figné, Counfeil-
~ ler,

having complained of
the captire of certain
veflels belonging to his
fubjeéts in the Port of
Nootka, fituated on the
North-Weft coaft of A-
merica, by an officer in
the fervice of the King 3
thc under-figned Coun-

K 2 fellor,
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Yer et Premier Secretaire
J’Etat de fa Majefté,
etant a2 ¢e duement
autorifé, declare, au
nom et par ordre de
fa dite Majefté qu'elle
eft difpofée a donner fa-
tisfattion 3 fa Majefté
Britannique pour lin-
juredontelles’eft plainte;
bien affurée que fa dite
Majefté Britannique en
uferoit de méme a I’gard
du Roi, dans de pareil-
les circonftances: et fa
Majefté s’engage en ou-
tre de faire reftitution en-
tiere de tous les vaif-
feaux Britannéiques qui
furent captures 2 Noot-
ka, et d’indemnifer les
parties intereffées dans
ces vaiffeaux des pertes
qu'elles auront effuyées
auffitdt que le montant
en aura ph étre eftimé ;

Bien entendu que cette
Declaration ne pourra
point exclure, ni prju-

dicier

fellor and Principal Se-
cretary of State to His
Majefty, being thereto
duly authorifed, de-
clares, in the name and
by the order of his faid
Majefty, that he is wil-
ling to give fatisfattion
to His Britannic Majefty
for the injury of which
he has complained; fully
perfuaded that his faid
Britannic Majefty would
at in the fame manner
towards the King, under
frmilar  circumftances ;
and His Majefty further
engages to make full ref:
titution of all the Britith
vefels which were cap-
tured at Nootka, and to
indemnify the parties m-
terefted in thofe veflels,
for the loffes which they
fhall have f{uftained, as
{oon asthe amountthere-
of fhall have been afcex-
tained :

It being underftood
that this Declaration is
not to preclude or pre-

: Judice
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dicler 1 la difcuffion ul-
terieure des droits que fa
Majefté pourra pretendre
2 Ja formation d’un eta-
bliffement exclufif au
port de Nootka.

En foi de quoi }a
figné cette Decla-
ration, et y appofé
le cachet de mes
Armes. AMadrid,
ce 24 Juillet, 1790,

(L.S.) Signé
Le Comte de Florida
Blanca.

CONTRE-DECLA-
RATION.
[Corik.]

Sa Majefté Catholique
ayant declaré qu’elle é-
toit difpofée a donner
fatisfaction pour P'injure
faite au Roi, par la cap-
ture des certains vaif-
feaux appartenants a fes
fujets 2 la Baye de Noot-
ka, et MonfieurleComte
de Florida Blanca ayant
figné, au nom et par or-

dre

judice the ulterior difs
cuffion of any right
which His Majefty may
claim to form an exclu-
five eftablithment at the
port of Noatka. '
In witnefs whereof I
have figned this
Declaration, and
fealed it with the
Seal of my Arms.
At Madrd, the
24th of July, 1790.
(L.S.) Signed
Le Comte de Florida
Blanca.

€COUNTER.DECLA.
RATION.

[TransLATION.]
His Catholic Majefty
having declared that he
was willing to give fatis-
fation for the injury
done to the King, by
the capture of certain
veflels belonging to his
fubjetts, in the bay of
Nootka, and the Count
de Florida Blanca hav-
ing figned, in the name
and
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dré de fa Majefté Catho-
hque, une Declaration
x cet effer; et par la-
quclle fa dite Majefté
s'éngage pareillement- &
faire refirution entiere
des yaifleaux ainfi cap-
tufés, et d’indemnifer
lespartiesinteréfléesdans
<cs vaiffeaux des pertes
qu’elles auront effuyées,
le fous-figné Ambaffa-
deur Extraordinarie et
Plentpotentiare de Sa
Majété prés le Roi Ca-
tholique, étanta cé duce-
ment et expreflement
autorifé, accepte la dite
Declaration au Nom du
Rdi, et declare qué fa

Majelté regardéra cétte

Deeclaration, avec Pac-
compliffement  des en-
gagemens qu’elle ren-
ferme, comme une fa-
uisfation pleine et entiere
de Vinjure dont {a Ma-
jefté s'eft plainte,

and by the order ‘of his
Catholic Majefty, a De-
claration to this effect;
and by which his faid
Majefty likewife engages
to make full reftitu-
tioh ‘of the veflels fo
captured, and to in-
demnify the parties in-
terefted in  thofe vef-
fels for the lofles. they
fhall have fuftained ; the
underfigned Ambafiagor
Extraordinary and Ple-
nipotentiary of His Ma-
jefty to the Catholic
King, being thereto duly
and exprefsly autho-
rifed, accepts the faid
Declaration in the name
of the King; and de-
clares that His Ma.
jefty will confider this
Declaration,  together
with the performance of
the engagements con-
tained theretn; as a full
and entire fatisfaction
for the injury of which
his Majefty has com-
plained. ' ‘
o The
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Le fous-figné declare,
en méme tems, qu’il
doit éwre entendu que
ni la dite Declaration
fignée par Monfieur le
ComtedeFloridaBlanca,
ni Pacceptation que la
fous-figné vientd’en faire
-au nom du Roi, ne doit
exclure ni prejudicier en
rien aux droits que fa
Majefté pourra “preten-
dre a tout etabliffement
que fes fujets pourroient

avoir formé, ou vou-

droient former i I’avenir,
a la dite Baye de Noot-
ka.

En foi de quoi, jai
figné cette Contre-
Declaration, et y
ai appofé le Cachet
de mes Armes.—
A Madrid,
Juillet, 1790.

(L.S.) Signé
Alleyne Fitzberbert.

le 24

1
The underfigned de-
clares, at the fame time,
that it is to be under-
Pcood, that neither the
faid Declaration figned
by Count Florida Blan-
ca, nor the acceptance
thereof by the under-
figned, in the name of.
the King, is to preclude
or prejudice, in any
refpett, the right which
His Majefty may claimto
any eftablithment which
his {ubjets may have
formed, or fhould be
defirous of fomﬁing in
future, at the faid Bay
of Nootka. A
In witnefs whereof I
have figned this
Counter - Declaras
tion, and fealed it
with the Seal of
my Arms. At Ma-
drid, the 24th of
July, 1790.
(L.S.) Signed
Alleyne Fitzberbert.

LETTER



[ 72 3

L ET TE R
OF
M. De MONTMORIN,
Secretary for the Foreign Department of France;
TO THE

PRESIDENT OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY,

Paris, Aaguf 1; 15904
Mr. PRESIDENT;

T HE King ordered me, about the middle of
May laft, to make known to the National
Aflembly the motives that had induced him to think
an armament of fourteen thips of the line neceffary,
and the difpofitions that were made in the ports for
increafing this armameat if circumftances fhould re-
quire it. The Aflembly applauded the meafure at
the time, and paffed a vote of thanks to His Ma-
Jelty.

The armament is on the eve of being coniplete,
and His Majefty in ordering me to communicate this
to the Affembly, has commanded me alfo to inform
them, that from that time His Britanic Majefty has
continued, and continues ftill to augment his marins
with the greateft poffible activitys fa
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In thefe circumftances, although the language of.
the Court of Liondon has been all along equally
pacific with our own-—although fhe has announced
that her intentions are amicable towards us, and .al-
though in a word, the correfpondence berween the
two nations has been fuch as we wotild defire for the
maintenance of good underftanding and harmony
between them, the King thinks that it is equally be-
coming the prudence and dignity of the nation to
augment our armaments proportionably with thofe
now preparing in the ports of England.

To thefe general confiderations of prudence and
dignity, another muft be added not lefs imiportant,
The King of Spain claims in the moft pofitive man+
ner an affurance of the execution of the conditions
ftipulated by the Treaty of Alliance fubfifting be-
tween the two nations, in cafe that the negotiation
now going on with Ergland fhould not have the
fuccels which he expetts and defires.

The King has ordered me to lay before the Af-
fembly the Minifterial Letter of the Ambaflfador of
Spain, together with all the pieces which accoms
pany it, and which explain the origin and progrefy
of the difficulty that has arifen between Spain and -
England. Ialfo join a paper; No. 3, which expofes
the laft ftate of the negotiation between the two
powers, as it has come to-our knowledge:

This negotiation appears to hava taken the mioft
favourable turn fince the conciliating propqfitions
made by the Court of Madrid, and the manner in
which they were received at London. 1In this ftate

|- of
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of things, His Majefty thinks he may flatter himfclf
that the two Courts will come tq a good underftand-
ing. Inthis hope which he yer entertains, afier ex-
plaining himfelf dire&ly to the King, his Coufin, he
thought proper in his wifdom to defer pravoking a
deliberation in the National Aflembly on the official
demand of the Ambaffador of Spain. But as the
aftivity with which the Court of London augments
her armaments, may infpire doubts of the fuccefs of
the negotiation, the King has not thought it proper
to delay longer the communication of this official
paper. : , :

This Letter has therefore two ohjefis—the firft, ta

inform the Affembly of the propriety of augmenting
our marine force—the fecond, to fubmit to their wif-
dom what anfwer fhould be made to the demand of
the Court of Madnd.
* I believe it will be fuperfluous to fay any thing on
the importance-of thefe objefts, They are fo im-
portant in the eyes of the King, that he thinks he
ought to invite the Affembly to authorife a Commit-
tee to confer with the Minifter fer Foreign Affairs,
and fuch other Members of the Council as His Ma.
jefty thall think proper to delegate. By this means
the National Aflembly will receive all the ecclair-
ciffements which nfay enable them to deliberate with
a perfect knowledge of the fubject.

(Signed)
De MONTMORIN,

The
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The official papers refefred to in the Letter of M.
Moritinotin, were the preceding Lietters thar paffed
between M. de Florida Blanca and Mt. Ficzherbert.
And the following is the copy of the Minifterial
Letter of the Count de Ferhan Nuncz, the Spa-
nith Ambaffador at the Coutt of Paris, to M. de
Motitimotin.

L ET TZER
| + OF
COUNT DE FERNAN NUNEZ,
T O
M. MONKTMORIN.

‘Paris, Fune 16, 1790,
¢ Sig,
¢¢ T have thé honour to addrefs to you with this, a
faithful extratt of all the tranfations which have
hicherto paffed between my Court and that of Lon-
don, on the fubjedt of the detention of two Englith
veflels, which. were feized in the Bay of St..Law-
rencé, or NootKa, fituated in the goth degree to the
North of Californja, and which were afterwards
taken to the port of St. Blas.
¢¢ You will obferve by this relation,
1. “ That by the treaties, demarcations, takings
of pofiéflion, and the moft decided acts of Sove-
L2 reignty
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reig ty exercifed by the Spaniards in thefe ftations, -
from the reign of Charles II. and authorifed by that
Monarch in 1692, the original vouchers for which
fhall be brought forward in the courfe of the negotia-
tion, all the coaft to the North of the Weftern
America, on the fide of the South Sea, as far as
beyond what is called Prince William's Sound,
which is in the fixty-firft degree, is acknowledged
to belong exclufively to Spain.

2, “ That the Court of Ruffia having been in-

formed of this extent of our boundary, affured the
King my Mafter, without the leaft delay, of the
purity of its intentions in this refpe@t, and added,
¢ That it was extremely forry that the repeated
¢ orders iffued to prevent the fubje&s of Ruffia
¢ from violating in the {fmalleft degree the territory
¢ belonging to another power, fhould have been
¢« difobeyed. .

3. ¢ That the ftate of the poffeffions and exclu-
five commerce on the fea coaft of the Southern
Ocean, as it exifted in the time of Charles II. had
begn acknowledged and defined anew by all the na.
tions of Europe, and more particularly by England,
in the eighth article of the Treaty of Utrecht.

4. ¢ That notwithftanding the juft title he has to
a prefervation of his ancient rights, the King, my
Mafter, has approved of the conduét of the Viceroy
of Mexico; who in confequence of his general or-
ders and inftrutions for the prefervation of peace
with every power, took upon himfelf to releafe the
veflels felzcd in the port of Nootka upon a fuppo-

fition
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fition that the condué of their Captains was a confe-
quence of their total ignorance with refpet to the
legitimacy of the rights of Spain on thofe coafts.

“¢ Tt is in confequence of the defire of his Catho-
lic Majefty to preferve peace to himfelf, and to efta-
blith the general tranquillity of Europe, that he has
taken the fteps you will obferve in the faid extra&,
and that he has commenced an amicable and dirett
negotiation with England, which he will finith with
Mr. Fitzherbert, the new Ambaflador {ent from that
Court to the Court of Madrid. We are in hopes
that the confequences of this negotiation will be fa-
vourable, but at the fame time we muft employ all
the neceffary means to make it fo.

¢¢ Animmediate and exa& accomplifhment of the
Treaty figned at Paris the 1 5th of Auguft 1761, un-
der the title of the Family Compaét, becomes an
indifpenfable preliminary to a fuccefsful negotiation.
It is in confequence of the abfolute neceffity which
Spain finds of having recourfe to the fuccour of
France, that the King, my Mafter, orders me to
demand expref{sly what France can do in the prefent
circumftances to affift Spain, according to the mu-

tual engagements ftipulated by the Treaties; his Ca-
tholic Majefty defires that the armaments, as wellas

other proper meafures to fulfil and realize thefe fa-
cred engagements, be immediately put in execu-
tion. He charges me to add farther, that the pre-
{ent ftate of this unforefeen bufinefs requires a very
fpeedy determination, and that the meafures which
the Court of France fhall take for his affitance, {hall

be
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-be fo altive, fo clear, and fo pofitive; as to prevent
even the {malleft ground for fufpicions Othérwife
his Moft Chriftian Majefty muft not be futprifed that
Spain thould feek other friends and different Allies,
among all the Powers of Europe, without excepting
any one, upon whofe affiftance fhe can rely in cafe
of need. The ties of blood and perfonal friendfhip
which unite our two Sovereigns, and particularly the
retiprocal intereft which exifts between two nations
united by nature, fhall be refpected in all new ar-
rangements, as far as circumftances will permit.

¢ This, Sir, is the pofitive demand which I am
obliged to make, and in confequence of which I
hope his Moft Chriftian Majefty will immediately
take fuch meafures as fhall feem moft fuitable in the
prefent circumftances to fatisfy my mafter, in an ob-
je€t fo interefting and important to the prefervation
of his legal rights, and the honour of His natian.

¢¢ I have the honout to be, with the moft fincere
atachment, &c. ’

Le CoMdrre De FERNAN NUNEZ.”

The whole of thefe papers were referred by the
National Aflembply ta the Diplomatic Committee,
which on the 2 5th of Auguft made the follewing re-
port tothe Aflembly.

REPORT
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R E P O R T
DIPLOMATIC COMMITTEE

On the Faymiry CompacT betwixt the French and
Spanifh Branches of the Houfe of Rouazox; .

ADDRESSED TQ THE

NATIONAL ASSEMBLI;

BY

M. MIRABE 4 U.

OU have ¢ommanded your Diplomatic Cor«
-mitteg to give their opinion on the anfwer to

be made to the demand of Spain.—The defire and
neceflity of maintaining peace, the ¢onfidence that
it will not be interrupted, the principles of our new
conftitution, were our fole guides in the confidera-
tion of this important queftion. To determine
with fuccefs, we have thought it our duty to confi-
der the prefent @tate of politics, and our connetions
with the different powers of Ewrope; we have
thought



{ 8 1

thought it incumbent upon us to diftinguifh the fyf-
tem hitherto purfued by the government of France,
from the theory analogous to the new fyftem of af-
fairs. 1Itis not, however, fufficient to underftand
our duties and our interefts; we muft reconcile
them fo as to a& with prudence ; we muft difcover
the means of avoiding without difhonour the torch .
“of war; we muft above all things, before determi-
ning on the fuccours we owe to our allies, employ
the collected force of the ftate, and the united wills
of all the citizens of the Empire, as the bulwark of
our new conftitution.
1If we take a fair furvey of the obje& in difpute .
between the Courts of London and Madrid, we
- can hardly fuppofe that the peace will be interrupted.
The territory in queftion between the two powers,
in fa&, belongs to neither ; it is unqueftionably the
property of the independent inhabitants whom na-
ture originally placed there. This line of diftinc-
tion appears a little more confonant to truth, than
that marked cut by the Pope; and thefe people,
diftant from us as they are, if they are opprefled,
are they not our allies ? Shall we do fo much injuf-
tice to the character of two enlightened hations, as
to fuppofe they would lavith their blood and trea-
fure for the acquifition of fo diftant, fo barren a fpot
.of ground ? Thefe fimple truths, our impartiality
has compelled us to lay down; we will confirm
- them by farther argument if neceflary, but this firft
view is not decifive of the queftion.

If
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If on the other hand, we fhall be determined in_
our condu& by the urgent preflure of our circum-
ftances, not merely to avoid a war, but even the
expence of armaments, can we conceal the ftate of
our finances, not yet regenerated, or the ftate of our
army and navy not yet organized ? Can we conceal,
that amidft the innumerable misfortunes of war,
even a juft one, the greateft for us would be, the
diftrattion of the attention of our citizens from the
conttitution, the fole objett which ought to engage
their moft ardent hopes and wifhes. Public opinion
would be divided, and additional obftacles would
intervene, which the utmoft energy of the public
would hardly be able to furmount; but even the ca-
lamities of war, great as they are, and the inconve-
niences refulting from our atual fituation, are not
fufficient to decide the important queftion of alli-
ance. In fine, if we were to conduét ourfelves
this day on the principles by which we mean in fu-
ture to be regulated—if overleaping the interval
of time betwixt the prefent ftate of Europe, and what
it will be at a more diftant period, we wereto give at
this moment a proof of univerfal good will, fuch as
may pave the way for a declaration of the rights of
nations, we fhould not have occafion to deliberate
long upon alliances, nor war.  Will there be any ne-
ceffity for politics, when defpots and flaves are no
more ? Shall France want allies when fhe has
no longer enemies? Perhaps the moment is ap-
proaching, when liberty triumphant in both he-
mifpheres, fhall accomplith the with of philofophy,

M by
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by detivering the human fpecies fram the neceffity of
war. Then the happinefs of the people will be the .
fole objeds of legilators, the fole objett of the laws,
and the fupreme glory of nations ; then the paffions
of individuals, being changed into public virtues, .
will no more by fanguinary quarrels rend aftunder
the bonds of friendfhip which ought to unite all go- -
vernments and all men : then will be accomplithed
a compaét of confederation among mankind. But
we confefs with regret, that thefe confiderations,
ftrong and powerful as they are, are not the only
arguments which ought to determiineé our conduct
in the prefent crifis of affairs. The French natton, .
when changing its laws and mannérs, ought doubt-
lefs at the fame time to change its politics; but
from the prejudices thar ftill prevail in Europe,
France is compelled in the prefent inftance to ad-
here to the ancient fyftem, which cannot without
danger be at once abandoned. Wifdom fuggelts
to us, not to throw down ote pillar. of the public fe~
curity, till anothér fhall be réaredin its room : alas!
who does not know, that in éxternal as in internal
politics, intervals are awful and dangerous? That
the interregnum of princes is the zra of commo-
tions ; that the interregnum of the laws is the reign
of anarchy and confufion; and if 1 dare freely ex-
prefs myfelf, that the interregnum of treaties may
be a truly dangerous crifis to natinoal profperity and
happinefs. The gradual, but irrefitible influence
of a brave nation, confifting of twenty-four millions
of men, fpeaking the fame language, and governed

by
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by the fame laws, and drawing back the px'ixlciples
of fociety to the primzval notions of liberty, fimpli-
city, and truth, and greatly endued with the irrefif-
tible charm of pleafing the human nature; I fay,
{uch a nation will find, inall countries of the world,
miffionaries and profelytes to its do&rines. The in»
fluence of fuch a people will furely win the hearts
of every European nation to tread the path of truth,
moderation, and juftice ; but not at once, not in
one day, nor in one year ; too many prejudices ens
flave the mind, too many paflions inflame the heart,
and too many tyrants rule with defpotic fway, Fur-
ther, Does our geographical fituation fuggeft to us
to feparate ourfelves from our allies? Are not our
remote pofleffions, {cattered as they are on all parts
of the globe, expofed to attacks which we are inca-
pable in all parts fingly to repel, while at the fame
time we know that knowledge and Inftru®ion are not
fo generally diffufed, that every people will be wil-
ling to believe that one common political intereft
ought to bind the human race by the cultivation of
peace, mutual kindnefs, and reciprocal love ; ought
we not to oppofe the affetion of one nation, to
the roftlefsnefs of another, and at leaft reftrain by an
aflumed appearance thofe who would be tempted
to take advantage of our troubles, with a view to
the advancement of their own profperity ?

So-long as we fhall have rivals, prudence enjoins
us to place beyond the poffibility of an attack, the
particular property of every individualin the nation;
to watch with caurion the ambitious enterprizes of
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foreign Courts, and to proportion our public foree
to the armaments of the power which threatens our
territories.  So long as our neighbours fhall not im-
plicitly adopt our principles, we thall be conftrained,
while purfuing a more liberal {yftem of politics, not
to forget thofe precautions which prudence requires.
If our Ambafladors at foreign Courts fhall have no
more occafion to plead the caufe of our paffions,
they will have to defend the caufe of reafon, a more
excellent funttion. Is it not true, that a people
whofc with is to preferve peace over all, undertake
an enterprize more difficalt and noble than a nation
which inflames its ambition, by the eager purfuit of
objelts to gratify its luft of dominion, and conquefts
to fatisfy its thirft of glory.

Thefe, gentlemen, are the moft i xmportant reflec-
tions which have ftruck your Committee ; they lead
to two principles which they have adopted, and
which it is my duty to fubmit to you, before 1 enter
upon a longer detail on the particular affair of
Spain.

Thefe two principles are,

1ft, That all treaties heretofore concluded by the
King of the French, ought to be ftrictly obferved by
the French nation, fubjec, however, to fuch altera-
tions and modifications, as thall be made therein by
an inveftigation of this Affembly and its Commit-
tees, and agreeable to inftruftions which the King
fhall be requefted to give on that head to his agents
at the different Courts of Europe.

2d,
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1, That the King thall be immediately addrefled
1o intimate to all the foreign powers, with whom we
have connection, that the unalterable defire of
peace, and the renunciation of every defire of con-
queft, being the bafis of our conftitution, the French
nation will not regard as obligatory nor binding any
part of fuch treaties, but the flipulations which are
‘purely defenfive.

Thefe two principles appearto us in perfect union
‘with, and congenial to the {pirit of our conttitution,
and they appear to us of fo much the more impor-
tance, as they will on the one hand ferveto give fa-
tisfattion to our allies, and on the other will leave
no doubt of our love of peace, our earneft defire 1o
fee extinguithed for ever the torch of war, and our
decided refolution never to take arms, unlels to curb
unjuft oppreflors. It is not, however, fufficient to
declare, that to ambition, (whole only obje& is ag-
grandizement) and to politics, (whofe objet it is to
-confound) we mean in future to be flrangers. It
becomes us to apprize all nations, that if in order
to deftroy for ever eventhe feeds of future quarrels,
it thall be found neceflary ro renounce all external
force, we will give the firft example of deftroying
our fortifications, ditbanding our army, and burn-
ing our fleets. The two principles which I have
laid down, point out the an{wer which the King
ought to give to the Court of Spain; but your
Committee will defcend into particulars.  We have
examined our alliance with Spain, under the fol-
dowing points of view : the @ra of the engagement,

its
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its utility, its form, the conditions on out part, ‘the
attual fituation of the Spaniards, and the apparent
views of the Englifh.

The refult of our inquiries are thefe: The Spa-
niards were long our enemies; after the lapfe of
more than a century, in which many fanguinary
battles were fought, the peace of the Pyrenees put
an end to the wars of two nations, equaily haughty
and warlike, who ruined and tore themfelves to
pieces to gratify the pride or vanity of particular
men, to the misfortune of the two people; the
tranquillity of Europe was, however, of thort du-
ration ; the paffions of princes take but a flight re-
pofe ; Lewis XIV. united in his family the fcep-
tres of France and Spain ; this union was a pretext
for the furrounding powers to unite againft us; and
had half their projetts of vengeance fucceeded, if
we had not fallen under the ftrokes of fo many ene-
mies, we could not have efcaped that languor and
internal deftruétion, which are the never-failing con~
fequences of a long war.

It was {foon perceived, -however, that this fucceﬁa
fion which had coft fo mych bleod, did not yet fe-
cure the repofe of the two nations ; the Kings were
relations ; the people were ftill difunited ; the Mi-
nifters were rivals ; and England profiting of their
divifions and weaknefs, feized with impunity the em-
pire of the fea, and the commerce of the world.

After that fatal, that calamitous war, which

coft the French nation its fhips, its riches, and
its fineft colonies, our misfortunes afforded to the
Spa-
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Spanith charalter, a glorious occafion to difplay
itfelf, and which they have fince repeated. That
genérous people whofe good faith is proverbial, ac-
knowledged us for friends when we were ready to
fall; they participated in our misfortunes, they re-
animated our hdpés, they weakened our rivals, and
their Minifters figned in 1761, a treaty of alliance with
us when our arms were broken in pieces, our cre-
dit loft, and our navy deftroyed. - What was the con-
fequence of this union ¥ Sixteen years of peace and
tranquillity, which would not have been then inter-
rupted, if England had reverenced in her colonies-
the facred principles of liberty which fhe herfelf
adores ; and if the French, the prote&tors of the li-
berties of others, before the acquired her own, had

not urged their King to make war in defence of the
Americans.

- This quarrel, abfolutely forelgn to the Court of
Spain, might difturb its colonies, and involve its
deareft interefts ; but the Englith having been the
firft violators of the peace, the Spaniards faithful to
théir engagements, run to arms, _]omed us. with
their fleets, their treafures; . and ‘cheir foldiers, and
with them we acquited the immortal honour, of re~
ftoring to liberty a confiderable part of the human
race.
~ Since the memorable peace which crowned ous
efforts, war was again on the point of being re-
kindled between France and England ; no fooner
had the King of the French notified to his ally that
he was arming, than a powerful fleet filled the ports

of
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of Spain ; fhe did not even wait for intimation, but
flew unafked to our affiftance ; and England agreed
with us to difarm. But let us draw a veil over that
fhameful period, when the unikilfulnefs of our Mi-
nifters robbed us of an ally, whom we had gained
by our favours, and whom we had fufficiently pro-
te&ted by thowing ourfelves at all times ready to de-
fend her; a lofs which will deprive us in future of the
means of acting as the arbiters of peace in Europe ;
in recalling to your remembrance the condud of
Spain, and the fervices the has rendered to us, we
demand if France ought to break a treaty, gene-
roufly ecntered into, frequently ufeful, and religt-
oufly obferved ; we demand if it would be honour-
able to annul {o folemn an engagement, at the in~
ftant that Spain is threatened with the fame dangers,
which fhe three different times warded off from us.
We will not argue with thofe who are afraid that
one of the two nations fhall exceed in generofity 3
but dees our intereft in the prefent cafe prefcribe to
us otherJaws than gratitude ? Some men there are
of bold charatters, and proud of their country, who
believe France invincible, though ftanding by her-
felf. Some of thefe have the honour to fit among
ws; and this opinion is fo much the mare honour-
able, as it blends the public ftrength with the energy
of liberty. But public liberty is not in itfelf the
great ftrength of empires, which have long been
{trangers to juftice : nations, on the contrary, apply
themfelves folely to the increafe of their internal
wealth), and advancement of their true profperity.
Bug
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But France may perceive in her annals, triumphs
which prompt revenge. She has colonies which

excite ambition, a commerce which excites defire of
- poffeffion ; and if fhe may be able one day to de-
fend herfelf without allies, and which I believe as
ftrongly as any man, this is no reafon why fhe
thould expofe herfelf fingly to a war with powers
whofe actual forces are fuperior to her own ; for we
are not confidering the cafe in point of neceflity,
but prudence. We are not deliberating, if we fhall
make a difplay of our laft refources, but confidering
the moft effetual means to preferve peace.

We confider no nation nor people as our enemy.
What is it but an infidious {yftem of politics that has
hitherto reprefented as our rival, a nation whofe
fteps we have followed, whofe brilliant example has
been a light to diret us in the attainment of our li-
berties, and with whom {o many new motives lead
us to be on a good underftanding ; a new {pecies of
rivalthip, the emulation of good laws, oughr to take
place of an emulation foftered by politics and ambi-
tion. Let usnot then, for a moment, believe that
a free and enlightened people will take advantage
of our tranfient commotions to renew unjuftly the
calamities of war, to attack our rifing liberties, to
check the happy developement of the principles
which fhe has taught us. In her, the bare attempt
would be facrilege ; in us, it would be facrilege to
believe her capable of it. Does not the fame poli-
tical religion now unite France and Great Britain ?
Is net defpotifm and its agent thg common ¢ne-
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mies of both? Will not the Englith be more cer-
tain of preferving their liberties, while a nation of
free Frenchmen fhall be ready to a& as their auxili-
aries ? But while we do homage to the philofophy of
this people, our elder brother in liberty, let us at
the fame time attend to the maxims of prudence.

It is the duty of politicians to reafon on {uppofi-
tions which they do not believe, and in order to
preferve the happinefs of nations, care muft be ta-
ken to watch the confequences of the moft fortu-
nate as well as the moft uncertain events; let us fup-
pofe then, that England anticipates with a jealous
eye, the improvements which a free conftitution
muft one day give to our forces, our commerce and
credit; that the reads in her own hiftory the ad-
vancement of our profperity, and that by a falfe {y[-
tem of politics, the fhall watch circumftances, and
profit by every opportunity ta break a formidable
alliance, of which fhe has often felt the full weight.
What are the meafures which fuch {uppofition ought
to fuggeft to us? We cannot counterbalance the
number of Englith thips, but by a jun&ion with our
ally ; our natural interefts ditate to us to confirm
our alliance with Spain; and the fole means of ac-
complifhing this obje& is to fulfil our treaties with
fidelity. Perhaps it may be faid, that this fidelity
will bring on more quickly a foreign war, may put
a ftop to our regeneration, may impoverith our fi-
nances, annihilate our armies; Does fuch an argu-
ment . require an anfwer ? England either withes to
go to war, or fhe does not ; if fhe does not with it ;

if
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if the arms, that fhe may negotiate with greater fuc-
cefs, the conduct which we propofe to follow, can
never be confidered by her as a provocation, and
you will fulfil your engagements without endanger-
ing your tranquillity ; if on the contrary, England
defigns to go to war, then you can no longer truft to
juftice or generofity ; your ina@ivity will increafe
your danger in place of averting it. If Spain finks
in the conteft, fhall we not then be an obje& of the
{ame ambition and vengeance ? Shall not the fame
calamities which are dreaded as the refult of adhe-
ring to our alliance then threaten our finances and
our armies, and many other difafters not eafy to
forefee ?

The nation who hath made choice of us, as the
framers of their laws, have a demand upon us for
the fecurity of their poffeflions and their coinmerce:
Reftleffnefs will, perhaps, weaken public fpirit, and
will eertainly leffén the refpe& due t6 your decrees;
your forefight will be called in queftion ; if your
loyalty is applauded, your wifdom will bé doubted 3
it is to be dreaded too, that thofe citizens whofe for-
tunes will be affected by the firlt froke of an unex-
pected war, will be exafperated by the difafter. That
the regret of having loft an ally, may not be oppofed
by particular loffes—That we may sot teproach
ourfelves—And as we are to decide upon cafes equala
ly dangerous—it is our duty to prefer that determinas
tion which will eventually fupply us with the beft
means of furmounting the dangers to which we are
in either cafe expofed.
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It will be faid, perhaps, that Spain, confiding
in our affiftance, will not yield in any point in a
negotiation for peace; whereas if we take no
concern in the quarrel, the accommodation we
defire will neither be tedious nor difficult,—
We have already anfwered this objeftion; the
principles which we propofe to you to decree, fhall
lcave no doubt of our inteptions to Great Britain,
and will evidently point out to Spain, that our con-
ftitution only regards as obligatory engagements of
a detenfive nature; our conduét thall have no hoftile
alpect, which is not warranted by neceffity. It can-
not appear hoftile to the Englith, unlefs they withto
be the aggreflors ; ‘befides, if it is true that by aban-
doning our engagements, Spain will be forced to
negotate a peace more readily with England, is it
not caly to forefee, (whatever may be the nature of
fuch accemmodation) the irreparable injury which
our credit and our commerce will {uftain by {fuch a ne-
gotiation. It is not abfolutely the Family Compact
which we propofe to you to ratify, concluded as it
was at a period, when the Kings {poke for their peo-
ple, asif the country which they governed had been
their patrimonial inheritance, or as if the will of the
monarch thould have decided on their fate.

This treaty bears the fingular name of the Family
Compaét'; there does not, however, exift oneof our
decrees which does not announce to all Europe, that
we acknowledge none but Nwtional Compacts. In
this treaty (formed by a' French Minifter, whom
ambition fired to repair the loffes of an unfortunate

war, )
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war) are comprehended feveral articles for the pur-
pofe of binding Spain to the views of that Minifter.
—She is bound down to affift us even in cafes
where we may be the aggreflors.—But fince we
renounce the obfervance of fuch engagements in our
own cafe, we abfolve others from the {fame ftipulations.

The articles which ought to be rarified, are thofe
relative to a reciprocal guarantee of pofieflions, to
the mutual {uccours which the two nations ought
to give to each other, and to the Commercial in-
tercourfe.—The reft ought to be modified and ex-
plained, for it is impoffible you can adhere to offen-
five claufes, who have been the firlt people in Europe.
to abjure and renounce them.

The only meafure your Committee propofes on
that head, in cafe you fhall adopt, at the prefent
moment, the plan of the Decree to be fubmitred to
you, is, that you fhall dire&t a particular examination
to be made of the articles of the Family Compact,
in order to enable you to ftrengthen our connettions
with Spain, by converting this Treaty into a National
Compact, by retrenching all the ufelefs claufes and
ftipulations of an offenfive nature, and by addreffing
the King to give orders to his Minifter to negotiate
with Spain for a renewal of the Treaty on principles
which fhall receive your approbation. Thus the inte-
reft of Spain will be reconciled to your own. What is
a Compaét between one Cabinet and another? One
Minifter frames it, another Minifter may deftroy
it.—Ambition conceived it, rivalthip may annihilate
it.—The monarch is often the fole dicator, while

the
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the nation, who is the guarantee, takes no part in
the tranfadtion. It will not be thus with a National
Compa& which will confederate, in fome meafure,
two countries, one to the other, and who will, on
all great occafions, unite their interefts, and moft
powerful efforts.—Such a Compatt can alone bind
every individual to att by general confent, and pro-
duce an indiffoluble alliance, fupported by the un-

fthaken bafes of public faith.
~ Thefe obfervations are the refult of the invefliga-

tion of your Committee. — They comprehend three
points diftin¢t from each other, although indivifible,
as you may obferve. The developement of two
principles, which ought to be the bafis of your
political fyftem, a decifion which preferves a ufeful
alliance, by declaring to the King of Spain, that we
will fulfill our engagements; the demand of the
Pecree to diret your Committee to make fuch
modifications in the renewal of this alliance as cir-
cumftances may require. But this determination, if
adopted by you, neceffarily points to other meafures.
The maintenance of our alliance with Spain would
be illufory and vain, if, at the: fame time that we
gave all the ftrength of our influence to negotiations
for the repofe of a part of Europe, we negletted to
augment our armaments, in a fimilar proportion
to thofe of our neighbouring ftates. It is not merely
for the fake of our diftant poffeffions, and the wealth
they may contain, that obliges us to arm before the
moment of aggreffion—our commerce fhould be
guaranteed not only from real dangers, but the

apprehen-
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apprehenfion of dangers; and nothing can be of
more importance, than to convince our Colonies
that they will be prote¢ted. Behold the confequences
of this dangerous confidence, in the cafe of a neigh-
bouring people, who overlooked and difregarded
their enemies. Why is it neceffary that nations, in
order to preferve peace, fhould ruin themfelves in
preparations of defence? Let this dreadful policy
be rcprobated by every country ! :

It is for the purpofc of embracing the various
objects announced in their Report, that your Com-
mittee propofes 3 Decree, as the moft proper to
fulfil your engagements without imprudence, to
change the ancient fyftem without danger, and

to avoid a war without exhlbltmg any {ymptoms Qf
weaknefs..

The Decree propofed by M. Mirabeau, underwent
confiderable difcuffion and change. It was finally

decreed on Thurfday the 26th of Auguft, and is
as follows ;

DECREE
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DECREE
OF THE

NATIONAL ASSEMBLY or FRANCE,

ON THE

FAMILY COMPACT,

¢ The National Affembly deliberating on the
formal propofition of the King, contained in the
letter of the Minifter, dated the 1ft of Auguft,

¢¢ Decree, That the King be fupplicated to
make known to his Catholic Majefty, that the
French nation, in taking all proper meafures to
maintain peace, will obferve the defenfive and com-
mercial engagements which the French Government
have previoufly contracted with Spain.

¢ They further decree, That His Majefty fhall
be requefted immediately to charge his Ambaflador
in Spain to negotiate with the Minifter of His
Catholic Majefty to the effect of perpetuating and
renewing, by a National Treaty, the ties fo ufeful
to the two nations, and to fix with precifion and
clearnefs every ftipulation which fhall be firictly
conformable to the views of ggneral peace, and ta
the principles of juftice, which will be for ever the
policy of the French.

¢ The National Affembly farther taking into con-
fideration the armaments of the different nations of

Europe
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Furope—their progreflive increafe, and the fafety
of the French colonies, and commerce, decree,
That the King fhall be prayed to give orders, that
the French marine force in commiffion fhall be in-
creafed to forty-five fhips of the line, with a pro-
portionate nunber of frigates, and other veffels:””

On the 1ft of September M. Montmorin addreffed
the following Letter to the Preﬁdent of the National
Affentibly

¢ Mr. PRESIDENT, ‘

<« Fhe Kitif, in cotimanding me té make known
tothe National Aflembly, that he had fan&ioned the
Decree of the 26th ult: concerning the confirmation
of our defenfive and commercial engagerhents with
‘Spain, direfted me at the fame tinte to' inform them
that he had charged me to employ the neceffury
theatis to fulfll the views of the Affembly, relative
to the explanations of which the Treaty that has
bound us to Spain fince 1761, is {ufceptible.

¢ T have fent to His Majefty’s Anbafladér at the
Court of [.ondon 'the requifite inftruions, that in
apprizing the Englith Minifter of our armaments, he
might renew, at the fame time, the moft poﬁtivc
affurances of our pacific intentions.

«¢ The Marine Minifter has already informed the
Aflembly of the orders he has received from His
Majefty, in regard to the armaments they have de-

0) creed,
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- creed, .and he has prefented the table of the expence
they will require. I fhould add to you, that to fulfil
gradually the views of the Aflembly, His Majefty
has determined to-begin by equipping-fixteen thips,
which, added to thofe already armed, will ingreafe
the number to thirty.  His Majefty has given orders
at the fame time, that the neceflary meafures be
taken to enable him to complete the number of forty-
five fhips voted by the Affembly, with all the dif-
patch which any poffible turn of affairs may require,

¢ This difpofition, fubjeé‘c to events, will not
make any change in the table of expence prefented
by M. de la Luzerne for the current year. His
Majefty will take care only to give orders for the
iffuing of the fums vated by the Aﬁ'embly for the
marine dcpartment, in proportion as the armaments
fhall require.
. ¢ The King believes, by thefe difpofitions of
wifdom, prudence, and, at the fame time, of ccco-
nomy, that he has entered fully into the views of
the Aﬂ'embly, and thus reconciled their pacific in-
tentions with the precautions that circumftances
render nqceﬁ'ary

I have the honour to be, &c.

(Signed) MONTMORIN.”

The Marine Minifter laid before the Affembly
the eftimates of the additional fums required for
the marine fervice on account of this refolution,
The eftimates were fubmitted to the Committee of

Finances
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Finances and Marine, and on- their Report, tha
National Aflembly pafled the followmg Decree for
the naval fervice of the year 17g0.

1ft. That from the 1&t. Sept. inft. the Minifter of
the Marine fhall- be bound to give an account,
monthly, of the expences difburfed in the ports and
arfenals.~—That he fhall alfo give in fummary ftates
of every {pecies of payments, certified by the ads
miniftrators, that the fame may be {ubmitted to the
examination of the Committee, and reported to the
National Affembly.

2d. That from the 1ft. Jan. 1791, the expences
of marine affairs in the colonies fhall be prefented
to the Affembly by the Minitter, in the fame manneg
as thofe relative to the ports and arfenals.—Extraor-
dinaries to be accounted for at the {fame time.

3d. With regard to the arrears due on the ma,
rine and colonial eftablithments, the Minifter thall
be bound without delay, to give an exatt ftate of
the receipts and difburfements, ordinary and extra-
ordinary, from the fettlement of the laft account,
to the 1ft Jan. 1790, alfo a flate of the fums recove-
red or recoverable from the debtors on the maring
and . colonial departments, that the whole may be
laid before the Committee on Marine Affairs as
foon as poffible. '

4th. And the National Aflembly being defirous
of fecuring the marine fervice for the year 1790,
DECREE, that without prejudging the diftribution
of the funds provided in the month of December
laft, the 30,000,000 livres, affigned for the ordinary

of
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of the rarine ; the 10,500,000 for the: ordinary of
the colonies ; and 7,162,840 livres, appfopriated
to the extraordinary expences, amounting in all to
47,662,850 livres, . fhall contimue to be iffued -atthe
difpofition of the Marine Minifter, at thé rate of 1
twelfth part of the whole for #ach month to the end
of the year 179u, he being aiways refponfible for
thc fame,
' OC'r. xorb;
M. Ilretea:t, ftated that 30 fhips of the 48 vortd
by the Aflembly on the 2 5th of Auguft, were equip+
ped ; and that the Committee were of opinion, from
the continued atmaments of England; that the re-
maining 1§ thould be equipped with all poffible ex:
pedition : ‘i this apiniow the Aflembly colncided:
M. Malouiet teported from the Marine Comimnitee¢;
that they had received a letter from the Marine Mi-
nifter, defiring the farther fum of 4,958,218 livres;
on account of the armament. The Aflembly decreed;
1ft. That the fum of 4;958,218 livres be- placed
under the controul of the Marine Dcpmmem, to
the account of the experce of fitting out foﬂy-ﬁve
fail of the line, decreed by the Aflembly.
2d. That the account of payments for provi-
fions for the fupply of the fleet fhall be prcfemed to
the Affembly monthly. ~
3d. That on the 1ft of January next, an account
{hall be given in of the fums received and expend-
ed on account of provifions for the fleer, and from
the 1ft of January 1791, a contralt fhall be entered
into for fuch fupply.



