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HAVE, in purfuance of the’

" s as follows 5

Tue COMMI
" enquire into tlie State -of the Trade
© o NEWFOUNDLAND, andto

S them, to the Houfe; and who were -
impowered tp report their P;océ;q(dings,- |
from Time fo Time, to the Houfe ;

et

rder of the Houft, j)rocet;d'éd to
he Subftance of whofe Evidence

IS

- t

.examine feveral Witnefles,

« i s

Your Committee caled Mr. WILLIAM NEWMAN; who,
being -examined, faid, That hg lives .at Dartmouth, and was a
Merchant, trading to Newfoyndland.—And being afked, What
~was the prefent State of the Trade from Newfoundland to Eng-.
land ? he faid, The Trade had decreafed confiderably, both in Ships
and Men.from Great Britain ; from the Part of Dartmouth Thirty- -
.one Ships; from Plymouth Hourteens from Weymouth Three;
from, Wick in Cornwall Thred ; aad from Exeter Thirteen ; alfo .

‘_feveral Ships lefs from Penzante, Falmouth, and Briftol: ‘That it

has .been decreafing thefe Foyr or Five Years; that the great De=~

©  .creafe 'was from 1788 to 1797 the laft Year he has taken is 17912

Uy b

il

“pler A
~

LA

" The¥ tﬁgcheral Deécreafe
b Gmiybe

f the Number of Men from Great
-about 3,130 ; as to Ireland he cannot fpeak with Cer~
sibubfuppofes about 1,500 ; from Darmouth 1,400 from
%eter’.§ooy and from Tinmputh 700.—~And being atked, How he
,'fogmé'd ‘hisgCalculation, as [to the Decreafe of Men ? he faid, It
wa's:géit_ti"ngd in a great Degre¢ by the Information he had received
sfromthé Cuftom Houfes, and confirmed by his own Obfervations

Brifaip-i%

-and™Knowledge of Ships, which he knows are deficient, and from

the Number of-Men that
fourdland - as Paflengers o
ol e A ' '

ave not of late Years gone to New-
the Fithery : That there was a Boat
A Fifhery
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Fithery carried on in the Ifland of Newfoundland by TPeople
from Great Britain, who went out as Paffengers in the Spring of
the Year, and rcturned to England again in the Fall; that theic
- Number was reduced to nothing, or near it, and that Decreafe
commenced about the Year 1777 or 1778 ; that he fpoke within -
Compafs when he faid, that of this Clafs of People their
Number muft bave exceeded (including the Shore Men) up-
wards of 1,500; that there were a few left, ..but they could
not poflibly ftand it Two Years longer.—And being atked, Whe-
ther that Number (1,500) of Perfons ftated by him to have been
employed in 1777 or 1778, in the Boat Fifhery, included all the
Perfons at that Time employed. in- that Fithery, as {feut out from
all the Ports of the. Ifland ? he faid, From the Ports of Exeter-

and Dartmouth only, and their Members.—And being afked,
Whether there is any Boat Fithery carried on from any other Port
. in Great Britain ? he faid, He did not know.—And being afked,
Whether the Boat Fithery. by Refidents in Newfoundland had
increafed in Proportion as the Boat Fithery from Dartmouth and
Exeter had decrcafed? he faid, The Refident Boat Fifhery had
increafed confiderably, and is increafing, from the natural Increafe
of Inbabitants.—And being atked, What he meant by Paffen-
gers ? he faid, The Paffengers are People living in England, who
proceed to Newfoundland Yearly on that Boat Fithery; Mafters,
with their Servants ; Three-fourths of them are Seamen.—And
‘being afked, What Proportion of Green Men are carried in each
Boat? he faid, One Green Man in every Six, and One other that
has been only One Voyage before.—And being atked, Whether
the Increafe in the Number of Refidents had not arifen from the
‘Paflengers not being brought back to Great Britain ? he faid, He
conceived not, but from the natural Increafe of the Inhabitants.—
And being atked, If he meant to fay that the Quantity of Fifh caught
in Newfoundland by the Refidentsand Non-refidents is lefs than it
was in 1777 and 1778 ? he faid, Hethought fo.—And being afked, If
there was any Boat Fifhery carried on from Ireland ? he faid, The
Employers from England had always a certain Number of Mcn
from Ireland, to be in their Boat Fifhery at Newfoundland; that,
to take the Avcrage of the Fifh caught during the Years of Feace,
from 1771 to the prefent Year, there will be found a Deficiency.
~—And ‘being afked, Whether, upon an Average of Years, the
Fithery has been lefs, during the laft Peace, than in the former
Peace ? he faid, Certainly it had.—And being afked, Whether
there was not a very extraordinary Quantity of ‘Fith caught in 1788?
he faid, There was a very fuccefstul Fifhery indeed, as to the Quan-
tity.—And being afked, Of what Quality was that Fifh ? hé,i‘aidt,”

‘ O
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Of a thin Tomy Kind, and of an inferior Quality, which could
not be fo well preferved by Salt.—And being atked, Of what
' Confequence is the Quantity of Fith caught to the Trade? he
faid, It depends on the Quality of the Fifh, and the Price it will
- fetch Abroad, fo far as relates to the Exporter of the Fith from
Newfoundland.—And being afked, Whether the Seafon of 1788
was not very unfavourable for curing.Fith? he fuid, He never

heard that it was; the Badnels of the Fifh procceded from the

Quality of the Fith when caught.—And being _afked, Whether
there was not a very extraordingry N Fgmgcr of Ships employed in
1788, as compared with the Ycars preceding and fuccccding r.

he faid, Compared with the f{ucceedling Years, yes; compared

with the antecedent Years, he never heard it was.—And being

afked, If he knew what was the Number of Ships employed in

17882 he faid, He could not foy with Certainty as to the Num-
ber, unlefs he referred to the Account.—And being alked, If he’
recollected what was the Number of Ships employed in 1787 ? he
faid, Not without Reference to the Account in which he madg

up the Decreafe he hacfifpolccn of.—And b;_ing afked, If any Me-n\

morandum he had by BRim enabled him .o Rtate, that in the Two

Years preceding 1788 there were atually as many Ships employed

as in 1788 he faid, The Memorandum that he had with him

enabled him to fpeak of the Decreafe of the Ships from 1787 or

1788, and the Number of Men.—The Queftion being repeated,

ke faid, No; not without Reference.—~And being afked, From

what Authority he ftated the Number of Ships employed in 1788,
and the Years preceding and fucceeding ? he faid, He meant all .

the Ships fent out from every Port.of Great Britain ; that he ftated

it from the Government Returns.—And being atked, Whether all
that he knew upon that Head was not from the Government
Returns? he faid, It was.—And being afked, If our Merchants

caught any and what Fith in that Part of Newfoundland where

the French have a Right to fith ? he faid, They did; but he did

not know the Quantity.—And being afked, If they did now ? he

{aid, They do not.—And being afked, For what Reafon they do not?
he faid, For Fear of the Boats and Ships being taken from them by

the French.~—And being afked, Whether the People of Dartmouth

hire as many Charter Ships for this Trade as they ufed todo? he

faid, They do ‘not.~—And being atked, Whether they employ

more Veflels of their own ? he faid, They- do not hire fo many

Charter Ships as they did; and he had before faid, that they em-

ploy Thirty-one lefs than before.—~And being afked, Whether the

American War affeCted the Boat Fithery ? he faid, It affeed the
Bank Fifhery, buat not the Boat Fithery; it moft probably in--

X o ~~ creafed
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creafed by it.—And being afked, Whether in the Thxrty«-one
. -Ships he had ftated to be the Decreafe from the Port of Dart--
- .mouth were the Chartered Ships included? he faid, He knew of
no Chartered Ships in that Calculation ; .if there were any Char-
.tered Ships they would be included, but in general Chartered Shlps
.ave commifficned from Lendon. i ;

Mr. Newman {ftated to the Commxt“.e, That the
" Fa@s before alluded to by him, in refpe@ to Exeter
and the Ports Weftward of it, he ftated from his own
XKnowledge: When he ftated the Decline of the Trade
“in gcne.al he did it from Papers which had been laid
before the Houfe ; and having feen different Statements
on that Head, he confufed One with the other, not
having his Memorandums he had made from them with

him.

"Then the Witnefs informed your Committee,” That from the
“Year 1771 to 1774, both-inclufive, the Annual Average of thofe
Four Years was 565 Ships, including all Sorts of Ships—of Men
5,494—Paflengers from England and Ireland 6,7 34.

That he took into his Calculation the Average of the follow-
ing Years of Peace, after the War, beginning at 1784 to 17915
viz. the Annual Average of Ships is 480, of Men 4,473, of
Paflengers 4,662.—And added, That thefe Averages, though juft, -
do not, or cannot give a- true Idea of the Decreafe .of Ships or
Men, for the following Reafon, That the Fifhery, fince the laft
War, had its regular Rife, and has fince declined, though fill
in a State of Peace; therefore the true Account of the De-
-creafe of Ships, Men, and Paflengers, .muft be from ‘the com-
parative View of 1771 and 1791, which proves the Differerice
of Ships to be 140; of Men 2,212 of Paffengers from Eng]and j
and Ireland, and Jerfey, 4,001 that he conceives to . be thc/
Decreafc of the Trade from Great Britain and Ireland fince 1771/
—~And the Witnefs being further afked, Whether the Merchant’s
that carry on the Fifhery are in a flourithing Situation.? he faid
The Merchants carrying on the Fifhery from Great Britain have
loft confiderable Fortunes, at Briftol, Dartmouth, F*]mouth
Weymouth, Plymouth, Penzance, and Exeter Port ; that.a | great
many have been Bankrupt to the Amount of £. 178 000, as he
.calculates ; he does not include the Money that has been loft by
the Trade, as great Numbers have loft confiderable Sums, but

are flill in a State of Solvency, therefore cannot {peak. with any
grea:

/,
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~‘great Exaftnefs to what Amcunt it may be.—And béng afked,
Whether he knew of any Bankruptcies previous to the A¢t of the
15th of ‘George the Third? he faid, But of One before that.—
And being afked, If thefe Bankruptcies had arifen from any Ex-
travagance in the Merchants themfelves, or from tHe Circum-
ftances of .the ‘Grievancés which the Fifhery labourg dnder? he
faid, He knew of no Extravagancies that they were guilty of,
their Lofles were occafioned by the Trade and Fifhery which they -
carried on, which Trade and Fithery laboured under Oppreffions
.and Burthens, which if continucd muft in the Courfe of Time
have the fame Effe& upon all thofe whofe Trade and Fifhery are
entirely from Great Britain and Ireland to the Ifland of New-
foundland.—And being atked, Whether any Perfons whofe Capi-.
tals are acknowledged to be confiderable are retiring from the
Trade? he faid, He could fpeak for himfelf, that he withes to
retire, and would facrifice the Tenth.Part of his IFortune to be out
of it; that hé had heard feveral Gentlemen in the Trade {pedk of
retiring ; and he believes that every Gentleman in the Town of
Dartmouth concerned in the Newfoundland Trade would quit it
immediately, could they get rid of their Ships, Effects, and Stores
at a Lofs.—And being afked, Whether there is lefs Fith caught
.at Newfoundland ? he faid, He could not {peak with Certainty.—
And being afked, If it fold for a lefs Price at the Foreign or Home
Market ? he faid, No, he believes they are much the fame, there is
.a Flu@uation of Market Price.—And being afked, Whether a
.moderate Quantity of Fifh caught does not anfwer as well, both
to the Merchants and Fifhermen, as an exceffive Quantity ? he faid,
It anfwers better, for where there is a Scarcity of Market Abroad
“the Seller commands the Price; when alarge Quantity, the Pur-
.chafers command the Price.—And being afked, Whether "the
Pemand in Foreign Markets has decreafed fince the Peace ? he faid,
-He believes not.—And being afked, If many Ships have not
come Home empty in the laft Two Years? he faid, Several’
{mall Veflels have come Home without any Thing but Ballaft.—
The Witnefs having faid that the Trade was on a Decline, he
was afked, Whether he knew of any Burthens on the Trade, to
which he could attribute that Decline ? he faid, he attributed the
chief Part of that Decline ({peaking of the Trade from England
and Ireland to Newfoundland) to an Alteration which took Place
in the governing Laws of Newfoundland, by an- A& paffed in
1775, which was carried into Execution in 1776 (A& of the rsth
of George the Third) ; there are Claufes in that A& which prefs fo
hard upon the Employers, that in general it is not pofiible for fuch
whofe {ole Trade and Fithery is from this Country to Newfound-
. ¥ . B , land
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land to carry it on without a certain Lofs.—And being afked,
When was the Effet of thofe Claufes felt? he faid, Some of
them not immediately on the paffing of the Bill, nor within Three
or Four Years afterwards, from the Servants not being acquainted
with the Claufes of the Bill—And being aftked, Whether he
meant, that after Three or Four Years it did operate? he faid, It
operated moft powerfully on the Trade; the more generally the
Claufes became known, its Effect was greater.—And being afked,
Whether that was not in Time of War ? he faid, It was.—And be- °
ing afked, What were'the Claufes? he faid, The Firft Claufe is 2 Pe-
nalty upon F iﬂ&erfnen and Seamen abfenting themfelves from their
Employers without Leave ; that it gives {uch Encouragement to
Idlenefs, that the Servant may chufe. whether he will work or. not
«in the Time of the Harveft of the Fifhery, and may, at an Ex~
ence to himfelf of a few Shillings, injure his Mafter in the Sum
of £.200, and the Seamen may detain the Ship in the Harbour,
-when ready.for Sea, to the great Detriment of the Voyage.—And
being afked, If he, in Point of Fa&, knew that the Servants or.
Seamen availed themf{elves of that Power ? he faid, He had known
itin feveral Inftances.—And- being afked, In how many, or was it
a very genéral Cuftom ? he faid, He believed it has been very fre-
quent for the laft Eight Years paft.—And beingalked, If he knew
of any particular Ship which had been fo detained? he fuid, He
had had Vefels-of his own detained from the Men abfenting them-
felves from their Duty ; that.a:Veffel of his had been detained by
-One Man abfenting himfelf from: his Duty, that Man being a
: Splitter.—And being atked, Would not that equally have been the
. Cafe if that Claufe had never been enaded? he faid, He belicves
.not,:for he never knew it happen before that A¢t pafitd.—And
~being afked, In what Manner did he think the Claufe produced
that Effet ? He faid, From the Men not being refponfible by
Law for the Damage they do the Mafter.—And being afked, How
were they refponfible before that A& ? he faid, By being fubjett
.to the Law that then governed the Ifland of Newfoundland by
the Statute of the rcth ‘and 11th of William the Third.—And
being afked, To what Punithment were they liable by that Law ?
he faid,” That, he prefumed, lay with the Fifhing Admirals to
judge, but he never knew an Inftance of its being tried, the Fa& -
“having never been committed to his Knowledge.—~And being
afked, Of what Defcription of Perfons were the Fithing Admi-
rals ? he faid, The Fithing Admirals are the Mafters of the Three
Firft Ships that arrive at- each Port in Newfoundland, properly

. cleared out from Great Britain.

- "The
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The Second Claufe which the Witnefs objeéts: to, is all the

" Fithery Oil liable to the Payment-of Wages. By the Operation
of that Claufe, the Servants, after they have caught Fith and Oil

endugh to pay their Wages, have relaxed in their Induftry,

to the Injury of their Employer, and the Merchant who has

“credited “that ‘Employer, either in England or Newfoundland ;
and that Claufe has entirely done’ away the Confidence

that was before placed by the Merchant in the Boat Keeper,

‘and has had a very great Effe&t upon that Branch of Fifh-
ery.—And bcing afked, Whether before the paffing of that

A& .the Fith and Oil were not lizble in" the firft Inftance to

~ the Payment of the Seammens Wages? ‘he faid, They were not
liable to the Payment of the Servants Wages, any more than ta

.the Merchant who had fupplied the Boat Keeper; they were
liable in general to all Demands.—And being afked, Whether he
had, in Point of Fa&t, known the Mén relax in their Induftry
. after they have caught Fith and Oil enough for Payment of their
own Wages? he faid, He had known many Inftances, and he
. ftood himfelf-a Sufferer to a very confiderable Amount, from
being -obliged to'pay the Servants of the Boat Keeper more

Money than the Value of the Fith and Oil, which he received

from him, with the Lofs of the Advance that he had made him
~to carry on his Voysge.—And being afked, If he had known
other Merchants make” the fame ,Compliint? he faid,. He had

known many Merchants and Boat Keepers do-fo.—And being
afked, Whether that Regulation applies equally to the Refident

Fifhery, and to that carried on from Great Britain? he faid, No;

the Refident Fithery is in general carried on by the Natives with

their Families; the Fithermen'in the  Boat are a Part of that

Family; and' the Fifth is cured, when brought on Shore, in

general by their Wives and Children; that he fupplies hinifelf

One hundred Families of that Defcription in Newfoundland, at

Conception Bay, who have not One Servant belonging to them,

if they had, he would not truft them with a Shilling, having
fuffered fo much by a Truft where there were Servants, and -in

that very Bay. In general the Refident Fifbery is carried on by

thofe who have a common Concern, and who have lien on the

Fifh and Oil for Payment of Wages.—And being atked, Whe-

" ther, where the Fithery is carried on by Shares, does any In- -
convenience follow from that Claufe?- he faid, He fhould fup-
pofe not to the Merchant.—~And being afked, Whether. thofe
Fithermen had any Servants before the paffing that Claufe ?
he faid, They had, and fome Time after, until the Merchant, from
the bad Effects which he felt from the Operation of the Claufe,
: : withdrew
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-withdrew his Confidence ; that he did fend Orders out not to

truft any Man who had a Servant.

The next Claufe the Witnefs objects to is, that aﬁy Part ot
Newfoundland (not in Ufe) may be ufed for curing and drying
Fith. The Effe¢t it-has is this: It takes from the BoatKeeper,
who at an Expence of Labour may have cleared away a Place for

" his Fithery, or may have bought that Place, in cafe of Accident
of Fire with an Inability on his Part immediately to build it
again, what he had always looked upon as Property, and which
after his Strength would not permit him to carry on that Fithery,
if be could not immediately fet it out to a Tenant, it became
Property to any Perfon who, chufe to occupy it; and it is for .
the Benefit -of the Fithery that the Fifhing Rooms fhould be,
what they were always confidered to be, Property. There are in
every Harbour of the Ifland of Newfoundland Spots of Ground
which are open to any Adventurer who may chufe to build upon
them,-coming qualified according to Law, and thefe Places are in
general in-the -beft Situations for curing Fith, and were referved
from the Beginning for .that Purpofe; thefe Rooms are called
Ships Rooms. That he does not know that that Claufe has ope-
rated to any Degree worth mer.tioning, which: he attributes to the
general Odium that would fall on the Man that fhould avail him-
delf of it. 7

)

Mr. JOHN! JEFFERY being examined, was afked, Whe-
ther he was deputed by the Merchants at Poole to attend your
:Committee ? he faid, He was laft Year, and it not being fince
-withdrawn, he apprehends he has Power to alt from them.—And .
‘being afked, Whether the Purport of his Deputation was to give
Evidence on the Subje¢t Matter of the Petition prefented laft Year
from Poole? he faid, Certainly, yes.—And being afked, Whether
:the. Deputation had been renewed this Year? he faid, If it has
it is without -his Knowledge.—And being atked, Whether he
-thought that the Trade from this Country to Newfoundland ‘is in
“a declining State? ‘he faid, He does.—And being afked, If he was
prefent when Mr., Newman of Dartmouth was examined upon
that Head? he faid, He was, the greateft Part of the Time.—
And being afked, What were his Reafons for ftating the Trade to
‘be on the Decline? Mr. Jeffery produced to your Committee a
Paper, and faid, It was a Deputation which he received from

Poole, March the 7th, and which he underftands was drawn up
‘ and
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#nd figned only the Uay before ; and that by having fent the .Gen'{
tlemen of the Trade a Copy of 'his Statement and genéral Opi-

nion of the Nature and Situation of the Fifhery at Ncwfou_ndland,
he had every Reafon to believe it met with their Approbation.

"The faid Statement is as follows : < Till Yefterday I was per-
¢ fe@ly ignorant in what Way the Enquiry which is the Cbject
¢ of this Committee was to be conduc¢ted—I am by no Means
¢ prepared to enter into a minute or particular Statement of the
. 4 Newfoundland Trade founded upon Calculations, not am I
< qualified by any authentic Documents te draw a Compa-

<¢. rifon between its prefent State ‘and that in which .it has fub-
«¢ fifted for fome Years paft; but having carried on an extenfive
“¢ Concern in that Trade for about Twenty-two Years, and having
“¢ during that Time been converfant, and on the moft intimatc
¢ Footing with moft of the Gentlemen engaged in it; the mott
¢« interefting Circumftances refpecting the Trade, and the Advan-
¢ tages as well as Difadvantages with' which it is attended, have
<¢ fallen under my Notice. I would beg Leave to preface what I
‘¢ have to fay, with flating, that in my Opinion it is a Branch
¢ of Commerce highly important and mioft invaluable to Great
¢¢ Britain, not only as a very confiderable Nurfery for Seamen,
*“ but as it affords a Confumpt for the Growth, Produce, " and
¢ Manufactures of this Country, to the Amount of not lefs than
¢ Half a Million Annually. . ‘ '

¢ The Fith caught in this Trade is fent to Foreign Markets,
** namely Spain, Portugal, and Italy, and the Returns I judge to
¢ be nearly 33ths in Specie, or in Bills of Exthange: Such a
¢ ‘T'rade is furely well worth the higheft Attention and Encou-
¢ ragement of the Legiflature; and ought atleaft to be freed
¢ from every Species of Difficulty, Burthen, or Impediment..
“ The Cod' Fithery is chiefly carried on by -‘Two different
¢ Modes: o

¢ 1ft. That on the Banks, where {maller Veffels are employed.
¢ Thefe make ‘Three or Four Tripsin the Seafon, generally lay-
ing at Anchor for Three Weeks or 2 Month together. Imme-
¢ diately after having caught the Fifh they falt it, and when they
¢ ‘have completed their Cargoes, land it in order to be cured and
¢ dried, and return to the Banks in Queft of a frefh Supply.

¢ Thefe Vefiels take from Seven to Fourteen hundred O\uintals‘
 of Fifh cach during the Scafon.  But this Fithery is only
1. C ¢ carried
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carriéd on at St. John's, Northerly as ‘far as Trinity, and-te

the Southward as far as Trepafley.

o

"¢ 2d. By the Boats. ‘Thefe Boats are of different Sizes, and

arc manned by the Crews and -Paflengers of Veflels of . eve
Defcription, which go from- this ‘Country for the Parpofe of
the Fithery. 'The Veflels them{elves are laid up, and left; many
of them; with only a Boy ‘to ‘take Care of them, during the
Fithing Seafon; f{o that the Whole, except that before de-

- {cribed, which is carried on by the Bankers, is totally a Boat

Fifhery. The Queftion then of Refidence, or not, is of little
Confequence. The Merchants may be generally regarded as
the principal Parties concerned, as they fupply the refident
Boat Keepers with Fifthermen, with Provifions, with Cloath-
ing, and with Implements for the Fithery, in the fame Manner
as if the Concern was entirely their own, and receive in Return,

as Payment, the Produce of the Voyage. Here it may be

urged that the Encouragement of this Refident Fifhery may
lead to its becoming a Colonial Settlement. Of this there can- -
not be the fmalleft Danger. Independently of this Country,
or fome other, no Trade or Fifhery can be carried on in New-
foundland, the very Idea is abfurd ; a certain Number of People
muft neceflarily remain there during the Winter Seafon, to
profecute the different Employments of the Seal Fifhery, a
Concern of confiderable Importance,;of the Fur Trade, of
building Ships, Boats, crecing and repairing- the Plantations,
Houfes, Wharfs, Fifhing Stages and Flakes, and preparing
for the enfuing Fifhing Seafon. In order to prove the
Neceflity of this Refidence, I beg Leave to refer you to the
Reftri&tions impofed upon- the French, by the Treaty of .
Utreclit, which were by them confidered as Matter of great
Hardfhip; now as thefe ReftriGtions, which required them to
remove every Thing at the End of the Seafon, were impofed
only with a View of obftru&ing and defeating their Trade,
and were indeed found to have the Effe@, what can more
clearly fthew the Impolicy of adopting any fuch ReftriGtions
with "refpedt to ourfelves? The Moment-that the French ob- -
tained a Scttlement, they imimediately availed themfelves of
the requifite partial Refidence during the Winter Seafon for
the Purpofes -before defcribed, and without which indeed that
Fifhery cannot be carried on.  The Suggeftion that the' Trade
could at 2ll have been carried on without a Refidence, could

- only have arifen from Ignorance or Mifreprefentation. Ano-

ther Circumfiance well worth the Attention of this Ho-
" . ¢ nourable
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nourdble Committee, is the particular Hazaid at which
this Trade is carried on.. In the -Firft Place, .in forc‘i:;r to
embark in it, a very great Capital is neceffary; the Rifque
is increifed by its being condu&ed at {fo great a :Diftance
from Home; the .Plantations and Utenfils for the Fithery,
which are purchafed at a great Expence, are only -valuable for
the-immediate Purpofe of carrying on the Fifhery.

¢ And though it.may be allowed:that Fortunes have been made

‘by Perfons engaged .in the Trade, the .Fruit of their Labours

and Induitry, yet when the above Confiderations are taken into
View, this is furely by o Means a Reafon why -the Trade
thould be clogged by new Impofitions and additional Burthens.
It ought rather to be encouraged by every Species of Indul-

gence, fince in this Cafe the Benefit which -the Individual re-

ceives ought likewife-to be.confidered as a-Public Advantage.

«¢ The:Neceffity for Encouragement becomes fill greater, as
even now, in my Cpinion, the Trade cannot be carried -on with
any Succefs proportioned to the Rifque with which it is at-
tended ; that the Fifhery has been hitherto kept up to a certain
Extent, is by no Means a Proof of the contrary of what'I
affert, nor does it eftablith that the Trade upon the Whole is
advantageous.

«« This Extent has, in a great Meafuce, been keptrup by Spe-
culators and Adventurers. of various Sorts, who on the One
Hand have preyed on’ the Ignorance and Credulity of Monied

‘Men at Home, and on the other have .introduced Luxury and

Diffipation among the Settlers at Newfoundland ; fo that, far

from ferving the Intefelts of the Trade, they have proved its

real Nuifances. A conftant’ Succeflion of thefe, while they
have given to the Trade an Air of apparent Profperity, have
brought many to the Brink of Ruin, and deceive thofe whe
only looked at the.Trade in a {peculative Point of View.
However lucrative the Trade may appear, I will venture to
affert, that therc is no Species of Speculation fo precarious or
full of Danger to thofe who have not been properly trained to
it.  The Quantity of Fifld caviht during a'fuccelsful Seafon

- ought by ro Means to be conlfidercd as a true Criterion of the

Profperity of the Trade.  ‘The Profit of the Merchant depends
materiatiy upon the State of the Markets; and in this Point of
View o lefs fuccefsfu] Seafon may be more produdtive than

when a lareer Quuantity of Fifh is caught, I would therefore
o ) o

(43 bcg’
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beg, that the Papers and Documents produced of the State of
the Fithery may not be confidered as a Criterion of the Prof-
perity ‘of the Trade. Unfuccefsful Voyages and bad Returns
for Two or Three Years together would entirely ruin the fpe-
culative Adventurer. It is the ftationary Merchant only who
is able to follow out his Purfuits, neither  elated by temporary
Succefs, nor deprefled by partial Difappointments. With re-
fpet to the Regulations and Principle of the Legiflature of
Newfoundland, every Perfon Vo has attended to that Subje&
mu(t have reflefted with Pleafure on the glorious Aé&s of King
William and Queen Mary; Laws wifely calculated to promote
the Interefts and Succefs of that Trade, and the only Laws ne-
ceflary fdr that Purpofe. . S

_¢¢ But from miftaken Views, and ‘Want of moré¢ real Ac-

€<
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quaintance with its true Interefts, new Regulations and Re-
ftriGions haye been impofed by the 15th of the King, which
have - been found to be of the moft pernicious Tendency; fo
‘much fo, that in PraGice they have been generally difregarded,
and never enforced except from Neceffity. | .

-¢¢. T am ready indeed to allow, that hitherto, generally fpeak-
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ing, the Traders at the Out Ports have not fo much experien-
ced the Burthen and Inconvenicnce of thefe Regulations, as
thofe at St. John’s and the Ncighbourhood, who have had
greateft Reafon for Complaint 5 yet we find Innovations daily
increafe, and Encouragements for Litigation gain Ground;
and fhould the Bills propofed laft Seffion of Parliament pafs
into Laws, I will take upon me to affert that the Trade in that

Cafe cannot pofiibly exift.

L Al'though, as Ifﬁated in the Outfet, I am very unprepared
at prefent to enter.into theg Proof that may be neceflary to con--
vince the Honourable-Committee of the declining State of the
Trade; yet I can affert it 4s a Fact, and that it has for fe-
veral Years been carried on with great Caution and Referve,
not to fay ‘with a Degree of Languor, by the'regular Merchants.

and Men of Property.

< The Appearance of its Extent has principally been kept up

- of the Ignorant and Credulous f{ubfervient to their wild and

1 11
€<

cec

by thofe defperate Adventurers who have rendered the Pockets

ruinous Specdlagions. I fpeak on the prefent Occafion from
the moft difinterefted Motives, as I am refolved to quit the -
: - ‘ - ¢ Trade
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‘Tradeas faft as poflible, from a Convi&ion of its prefent Evils,
and - from Apprehenfion of thofe ftill worfe Confequences
which may refult” from Political. Changes with refpect to.a
Trade attended with fo much Rifk, and carried on at fo great
a Diftance from Home. I

¢¢ The Information by which the Legiflature has been guided,
I doubt not, animated with the pureft Motives in paffing
Laws and Regulations for'the Government of Newfoundland,
has come through the Channel of the Official Gentlemen who
have been in that Country.. But I truft that my Freedom will
be excufed, when I aflirm that it is impoffible for fuch Gen-.

tlemen, from fo-thort a Refidence as they make, to form 2 com-
- petent Judgment ‘of the real Interefls of the Trade, or the

Regulations proper -to be adopted.  Befides, they generally
refide at St. John’s, where the Mode-of carrying on the Fifhery
is very different from that which prevails at the Out Ports ; and
even there I believe it will be found that the Fifhery has, from
various Caufes, confiderably decreafed. K -

< Among thefe Caufes may be reckoned the prejudicial Regula-
tions which have been eftablithed, and.the Luxury and Dif-
fipation which have been introduced. Of that  which has
been carried on at the Qut Ports, the Official Gentlemen can-
not form any competent Idea. .

“ Mr. Reeves will indeed perhaps tell you, that laft Summer
he vifited fome of the Out Ports; but without throwing any
Reflection upon that refpe@able Gentleman, I am fure that he

' does not pretend, in confequénce, to have acquired any material

Infight into the Nature of the Fithery. A Fifhery, in my
Opinion, is that Branch of Commerce, which notonly requires
every Attention and Encouragement, but will not admit of the
{malleft Impediment or Obftacle; and Ideprecate, as fatal to
the Interefts of the Trade, which I have deeply at Heart, the

- Eftablithment in any Wzy of Courts of Judicaturé, which may

introduce the glerious Uncertaiaty of the Law, and make
Room for troutlefome and litigious Men to get 2 Footing
among the Inhabitants, ’

¢ Infinuations mzy probably have been employed againtt the
Chara&ers of the Newfoundland Merchants, in order to do
away the Authority of their Teftimony ; yet I may venture te .-
afiert, that they are, genérally {peaking, Men of as much Sterling

1.0 . D . *¢ Honour,
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Honeur, Liberality, and|confcientious Principle, as.any Pro-
" ¢ feffion can boaft. I beg that this Information may-have its Weight;
«¢ and be confidered in- jts tyue Point of :View, a5 intended to pro-
<¢ mote the Benefit of One of|the moft ¥aluable Branches of Com-
«: merce of this Country. This Objedy'which 1 have fo much
«<¢ gt Heart, I beg to repeat, 1s only to-be cffeted by allowing the -
<« Trade to be carried on free from its prefent Clogs and Impe-
<« diments, inftead of loading it with new Burthens and Re-
« {tri¢tions, while at the.{ame Time Precautions ought to be
<< taken to guard againft-the « ithoneft Adventurer, by fubjeCing
<< every Species of Fraud and Villainy to the moft fevere and rigo-
«¢ rous Punithment. I fincepely with that the Trade may long
«¢ continue to be an ufeful Branch of Commerce to Great Britain,
¢ but I am afraid that it has|already feen its beft Days. Many
¢ are the Dangers which in my Opinion threaten its Exif-
<«¢_tence, but I truft and hopeithat they may yet, if poffible, be
<¢ ayerted. = This is an Opportunity, and 1 judge it will be the
s laft, when the Trade will be o impartialiy confidered; and allow
<¢ me to {uggeft, that its faturg Profperity (fo far as relates to ‘the
<¢ Mode of Government) will depend on your Report to the Ho-
-<¢ nourable Houfe of Commons} . Co

* <t Thefe Ideas T have thrown jout in Order in which they ftruck
<< my Mind, and as they were fhggefted by my Zeal for the Wel-
<t fare of the Trade, uninfluended by any Motives of Party or of.
<< Intereft, Ihave brought them forward with more Confidence,
< as I am perfuaded they coincide with the Sentiments of the Ge-
¢ nerality of thofe who are embarked in the Trade, and who
<¢ from Experience may be {fuppofed to be beft acquainted with its
<" Interefts.” C '

Mr. JEFFERY being further examined, was afked, What are
the'Claufes in the A& of the rhth of George the Third to which
he obje@s ? he faid, That of the Fourteenth Sction, by which the
Employers are, under a Penalty, obliged to pay the Fithermen, &c.

~:One Half of their-Wages, and the other Half in Bills, &c. at their
Return Home. His Reafons are, That in fhipping thofe People,
before they leave England, that the fupplying them with Clothing
and Neceflaries for the Fifhery amounts in general to One Third
of their Wages, befides thc Canfideration of a great Number of
them being paid a Maistenance and Support of their Families

. .during their Abfence ; and that it will\not admit the Payment of
their Balance of One Ialf of their Wages at their Return,
F/ - i The

\
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"“The Sixtéénth Se@ion, That all Fith and Oil taken fhall be
Tiable to the Payment of Wages of Seamen and Fithermen. He
withes' to obferve, That in very many Inftances the Employers
have been and are always fubject to great Impofitions and Loffes by
sthe Negligence and wilful bad Behaviour of the Servant, and fo
as fufficient Fith is caught to pay thofe Wages, the Employer is
“liable to .a"Want of the full Performance of the Servant ‘to fuch
Duty. ' : 23 '

The Seventeenth Secion, For laying a Penilty on Sexmen or
Fifhermen abfenting themfelves from their Employers ‘without
Leave. Thatat a hurried Seafon of the Fitheryafingle Day’s Ab-
fence from One of the Fiﬁicrmen may keep the Boat or Veflel
from going at all to Sea, and ‘that the Two -Days Pay for fuch
Neglec is by no Means a-Compenfation for the Lofs,of Duty that
ithe Employer .may -incur. . = S : ‘ P

The Thirty-fifth and Thirty-fixth SeCions, That the Daties
-on Goods exported or imported into Newfoundland . fhall be un-
.der the Managenient of the:Commiffioners.of the Cuftoms in Eng-
land ; and that Deputations ,granted by Commiffioners for North
America, before January.the 1ft 1776, -to any Officers for New-
foundland, to be in Force. He does not fee any good Reafon, or
.of Service to.the Revenee-of this Country, by the Eftablithment’
of 2 Cuftom Houfc there; but that if it is thought neceffary for
a Cuftom Houfe to be eftublifhed, let the prefent high Fees-now

~demanded and paid be taken off ; and if it fhould be adjudged,
that to prevent Frand, or-any Sort of illicit Trade, or-for any
Public Good whatever, {oas that we are not at the Expence of
paying fuch exorbitant Fees, the Trade will be perfe&ly fatisfied :
It was in the Year 1764 that a Cuftom Houfe was eftablithed on
the Ifland of Newfoundland, when only the Paynient-of Two
Shillings and Six Pence for every Fithing Ship, duly and properly
-qualified, going from Great Britain or Ireland, was demanded or
. paid, dnd this was confirmed by the Statute of the 1 sth of

‘George -the Third, Se@ions 7 and §;, and he fubmits to~ Con-

~ fideration, in any new Regulations that may now be made, whe-.
ther any more than that Fee was at that Time intended to be de-
-manded for fuch qualified Fithing Ship, or if it is'a Claim legal to
the prefent Day; and that though fuch Fithing Ships may' carry
Goods, Provifions, Clothing, and Implements for the Fifhery, in.
their Voyage out to Newfoundland, that fuch Ships may ftill be

deemed Fithing Ships, and not fubjet to any other Fee. He 'E?a-/_\
«eives the perfe& Inutility of a Cuftom Houfe for the Purpofe of
‘ ) | extending



«extending Fees, it anfwers no other Purpofe than for the Encreafe
«of Fees, a Naval Officer being fully adequate to every Purpofe
for preventing Fraud by illicit or contraband Trade: Till of late
Years there have been no other Officers but the Naval Officer and
Comptroller ; and it may be faid, that in moft Inflances there are
-no-more Perfons at the prefent Time, as all the ‘Offices are con-
folidated in one: And he{ubmitted. to your Committee, whether,
by an Inveftigation of the Returns of the Cuftom Houfe Orficers
from Newfoundland, the Income of the Revenue arifing from the
-Duties for Goods imported into the Ifiand have been fufficient to
‘pay the Salaries of the Cuftom Houfe and, other Officers.—There
havebeen in many Inftances Seizures made on Ships and Property,
moft-of whom have been more the Effelt of Misfortune, and not
Frauds intended, and may be .deemed to be real Misfortunes,
*-which may in fome Meafure ferve to fill up the Catalogue, and
“to thew that there is an Opening for morte illicit Fraud and
Smuggling than he thinks the Situation of Newfoundland may
;admit; ‘and that there are feveral Articles which are prohibited,
and Duties chargeable on them, yet they are very few that the
‘Trade of Newfoundland requires, and if left quite apen would
not be worth while for the Eftablithment of Cuftom Houfe
‘Officers, or anfwer the End of thé Revenue in preventing it, but
for which, and every other Purpofe of the Kind, a-Naval Officer
at each Port would be fully fufficient; and he conceives that
_<very Duty laid ;on Articles of whatever Kind, intended for the
Fifbery of Newfoundland, is a Burthen and a Difcouragement to
that valuable Branch of Commerce.—And being afked, Whether
there had been.any Bankruptcies at Poole lately ? he faid, There
have been feveral, and thofe People were concerned in the New-
foundland Trade.—And being afked, How wes the Fifhery from
Poole carried on? he faid, Generally by Merchants who have
Eftablithments on the Ifland of Newfoundland, namely, Planta-
tions and Convensences far carrying on the Fifhery to a confi-
derable Extent, and Property to 2 yery lurge Amount, employing
mofily Ships of their own, and fuch are principally built in New-
foundland ; a great Number of Men muft neceflardy be kept and
employed there during the Winter Seafon, to profecute the dif-
“ferent Employments of the Seal Fithery; fending alfo from
Great Britain and Ireland Supplies of every Kind, together with
Men for the Prefecution of that Fifhery.—And being afked,

Whether there are 2 Number of Bye Boat Keepers in Poole or its

Neighbourheod ? henfzid, Very few, if any.—And being alked,
If he remembers any Byc Boat Keepers in Poole and its Neigh-
bourhood # he faid, Yes,—And being afked, What Number ? be

- . ' fad,



SEFUPRERFTESY T

LT SN

[ 17 ]

faid, No great Number.—And being. afked, What Proportion-of
Fithermen and Seamen now go from Poole? he faid, He belicves
about a Fourth Part of the Trade to Newfoundland.——And, being
afked, Whether any Number of Paffengers go from and return to
Poole Annually ? he faid, A great many ; fome Concerns carry out
nearly the Whole, 2nd return with them every Autumn, and it is

. the With of the Generality of the Merchants to keep no morc Men

in the Ifland of Newfoundland than, the Intereft of their particular
Concerns and Employments require ; and {o far from its being the
Defire of the Merchants to incline at. all to make that Fithery -
more 2 Refidence than can be avoided, their Diftrefles arifing from
a great Number of Families already on the Ifland, and which are
Daily increafing, calls for the Intervention and Affifiance of the

_ Government of this Country to prevent it, and bring them Home;

there are few Merchants from the Town of Poole who do net do
it Annually.—And being afked, What Quantity of the Fifh ex-
ported from Newfoundland by the Poole Merchants is caught by
the Refident Fithermen? he faid, In anfwering that Queftion it
was neceflary to obferve, that though  the Principal may be
.deemed 2 Refident, yet his being fupplied with. Men, Pro-
vifions, ‘Cloathing, and Implements for the Fithery, by the

_ Merchant from Great Britain, it can fcarcely be. allowed, .
.or ought to fall under -the Denomination of a Refident; the

Quantity of Fifh or Oil caught by the Refidents firitly con- .
fined, and otherwife than the Defcription of Men of thofe
he bad defcribed, is véry trifling indeed, compared with ‘the
Whole—And being afked, Whether the Fifh. fo exported
is all caught by Fifhermen carried’ from and returning to
Great Britain Annually? he faid, Certainly not, for the Reafons
which he has before given.—And being afked, Whether it was
not the ufuul Cuftom of the Poole Merchants to buy Fith of the
Refidents of Newfoundland ? he faid, It was not, unlefs the
Committee included the Defcription of People that he had men~

_tioned to be Refidents.—And being afked, If a great Capital was
- neceffary to carry on the Bye Boat Fithery from England? he

faid, Certainly not.—And ‘being afked, Whether the Produce of
the Seal Fifhery pays the fame Cuftoms as Fith and Oil at New-
foundland ? he faid, He-does not know.—And being afked, What

js the Amount of Fees paid by him Annually to the Cuftom

Houfe at Newfoundland ? he faid, He does not exattly know, but

he fhould fuppofe about Fifty or Sixty Pounds, and at the fame
Time nearly the Whole ‘of his' Ships go properly qualified with .
Fithing Certificates from Great Britain and Ireland; and that the

Fees for the Generality of Veflels he computes to be from Four

. E, to
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to Seven Pounds per Ship. It may be urged that in this Claim the
Charge of Certificates, as Returns for Bonded Goods and otherwife,
_may be ificluded 5 but the Fees have been increafing; and he fears: -
will continue to do fo, unlefs they are regulated. " A new Charge has
Jately crept in, for even coming to an Anchor in the Harbours of

Newfoundiand, he does not know where fuch Fees are returned.

_ —And bzing afked, If he fcgund any Difadvantage to the Tfade from
a Competition with Foreiguers at the Markets ? he {aid, Certainly
Yes, and that at fome of the Markets very confiderable Importations
have very much injured the Newfoundland Fifhery ; the French
+ particularly were, prior to the prefent Stagnation of their T'rade, in-

creafing their Fifhery very confiderably, and from the great En-

couragements held out by them under any Confideration he thinks
there is great Reafon to fear that the Fifheries from that Country,
a5 well as from the United States of America, will ultimately tend
very much to injure the Trade and Fifhery carried on from Great.
Britain. Inwthe Year 1791 an Importation ef upwards of 20,000
Quintals -of French Fith (he underftood) were fent to the Port
of Alicant 4n Spain, which Port this Country always. till that,
“Time wholly fupplied. The Port of Barcelona till of late Years
- received very condiderable Supplies of the Newfoundland Fifh,
but latterly it has been almef wholly fupplied from Norway ;
was it not for the peculiar Situation of America, by its being at

War with the Algerines, he conceived they would {upply a very,

confiderable Part of ‘the Fifh to the Ports'in the Mediterranean ;

and that-as that Country increafes in Population, and Labour gets
«cheaper, it will be a powerful Rival to the Newfoundland Fith-
ery.—And being afked, If he knew whether the French Fithery
~vas fubjest to any Cuftom Houfe? ‘hé faid, He had been inform~
«ed that it was not, but that on the contrary every Encouragement
and Indulgciicc has been afford=d it on the Iflands of Saint Pierre -
. and Miquelon, as well us their other Diftricts.—And being afked,
 Whether he thought that if our Fithery at Newfoundland had
the fume Indulgencies which the French have in their Iflands,
that we fhould have any Thing to apprehend from their Com-
petition ? he faid, He thought that at any Rate w= have very
much to fear from the French, and that ‘in a Courfe of Time

America will rival us.—And being atked, When be fuppofes
<he Newfoundland Trade has declined, did he mean that the -
Fifhery on the Whole is lefs prodadive: than it was on’
an Average fome Years ago, or that the Deeline has only taken
Place in refrest to Shipping and Scamen employed from Eng-
Jand ? he faid, Some Years lefs, others cqual or morc.—And
keing afk:d, Whether the Fifhery as’carried on from Poole is lefs

- : A extenfive



. . ry e .
Lol
extenfive or lefs produétive than formerly ? he {aid,\ That Part of
the Town of Poole which has carried on .the Fifhery on the Eaft
and North Coaft of Newfoundland has, he thinks, been very
unprodu&ive and unprofitable ; that the.South Part of the Coaft
" has been the Reverfe; attended with Succefs, by a:greater Pro- .
portion of Fith than the other Parts of the Ifland, at the f{ame
“Time availing themfelves of the good Prices by the general
Scarcity.—And being afked, If he remembers any Bankers at
Poole? he faid, A grcat Number; fince the Peace there may
have beea about Twenty.-—~And -being atked, If there were
any ‘before the American War? he faid, Yes; but does not re-
.collec the Number.—And being afked, How many there were
now ? he faid, He does not e)fpe& there will be Five from the -
"Port of Poole; there were Ten or Twelve laft Year; the Reafon
.of their being lefs is-on Account of the War ; the Decreafe from
Twenty to Ten or Twelve was owing to the Bankruptcies.—
And being afked, Were not the Shore Fith more in Requeft at
Foreign Markets? he faid, By much; they will not take Bank
Fifh if they can get Shore Fith.—And being afked, Whether-
the Shore Fithery was increafed.in Proportion to the Decreafe of
the Bank Fifhery ? he faid,. He does not know that it is.—And
: being afked, If hé was willing to give up the Bounties, if the
} Grievances he complained of were removed ? he faid, Certainly,
. as far as:relates to his own Opinion.~—~And being afked, What
Parts -of the A& of the 15th of George the Third had been
" difregarded ? he f{aid, The Fourteenth Claufe, with refpec to the
. Employers paying: the Fifhermen Half their Wages in Bills,.—
And being afked, How has this Claufe been evaded? he faid,
“By not having Complaints made, under the general Idea that
they were very imptoper and obnoxious it had net been ge-
nerally put in Execution ; none of the Claufes which he ftated
before as ‘burthenfome to the Trade have been fully enforced
for the. before-mentioned Realon ; though thofe Claufes have not -
.been generally enforced, yet they have very frequently.—And
.being afked, M he fpoke to the Whole of -Newfoundland, or to
the Out Ports? he faid, He {poke to the Out Ports; he knows
tittle of St. John’s, but by Hearfay Information.—And being
alked, If the Thirteenth Claufe has been executed ? he faid, He
belicves it has been, but in general Cafes it was not poffible.—
.And being afked, if he meant that it was not poffible to dedu&®
" .the Forty Shillings? he- faid, Surely.—And being afked, Why?
" he faid, The Wages of a very principal Part of the Servants who
" .go to Newfoundland, and particularly Green Men, will ‘not’
allow it, but a wery great Number of every Defcription’ the
v Merchant
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Merchant engages -to bring Home gratis.—And being dfked,
" If be meant that the Forty Shillings were not generally deducted,
out of:fhe Sailor’s Wages, or out of the Supplies furnifhed to him,
ot his Family at Home? he¢ {aid, Not One in Six, to the beft of
. his Belief and Judgment.—And “being afked, If a Sailor was
left bebind upon the Ifland, were the Forty Shillings deduéted
from his Wagcs? he faid, He Hoped not, he knew of no fuch
foftance, and wherever it is ftopped from fuch . Servant, unlefs
it be thofe- whom the Mafter has his Reafon for fending Home,
it is his Opinion dithonourable to the Employer, if not a' Fraud.
—And being afked, If he knew.any Thing refpeting the Con-
dudt of the Inhabitants towards the Indians? he faid, He has
heard in- many Inflances of very inhuman Treatment of Indivi-
duals towards them in the North Part of the Ifland ; he thinks it
requircs Invettigation.—And being afked, What he dcems a Re-
fident at Newfoundland ¥ he faid, He hopes that no other Perfon
thould ‘be deemed a Refident at Newfoundland, than the Refident
Planter, Natives of the Ifland, and who do not go and return to
England ; the greater Part of thofe, in his' Opinion, are not
deemed Refidents, ought to have the fame Privileges with refpet’
to the Dues of this Country; by being fupplied with their Goods
from the Merchants, they ought not to be deemed Refidents.— .
And being afked, If he deems thofe Fithermen, who return to
Englacd in a Courfe of Two or Three Years, as Britith Fither~
men ? he faid, He thinks they ought, ' 3

. - ; “"Q. ,
Mr._ NEWMAN being again _examined, faid, That the
‘Claute which eftablithes the Cuftom Houfe, in the A& of the
15th of Gecerge the Third, fubjetting the Trade to Fees of Office,
is certain and fixed Expence, and is fo confiderable in itfelf as
to take f.om the Employer carrying on the Trade and Fifhery to
Newfoundland (from the beft Calculation the Trade can form)
a full Ten per Cent. cn the Annual Intereft of the Capital m- |
. ployed, or in other Words, equal to Two Shillings in the Poiind
. on the Yearly Intereft, calculating it at Four per Cent. -The
Statemsnt is .made by the Trade as follows :

Ships and Merchandize are fet down at £. 500,000. The An-
nual Intereft at £.20,000.. And the Fees demanded and taken by
the Officers at £ .2;000. The Calculation of Fees is made from the
Number of Vcfiels, and from what the Merchants have Individu-
ally paid ip Proportion as the gencral Trade of the Ifland is Iti'o

‘ ) ‘ the
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the T'rade carried ‘on by them. Before the paffing. of the faid -
A&, the Trade and Fifhery to Newfoundland had -be:n -earried -
.on for upwards of Two hundred Years, and was always proteCted
from all Fees of Office, except that of Half a Crown paid to the
Naval -Officer. : ,

- Inan A&t of the 2d and 3d of Edward the VIth, Chapter'6th,
“there is a Claufe to forbid the Officers of the Admirglty from
taking Fees for Ships going out to Newfoundland,~asd in an At
of the 15th of Charles the IId, Chapter 16th, it.is"exprefsly {aid,
¢ That no Perfon or Perfons whatfoever do colle, devy, or caule
“¢ to be levied, or taken in Newfoundhland, any Toll or other Duty
<¢ of or for any Cod or Poor John, or other Fith of Englith catch-
¢¢ ing.”- The Prote€tion which the:Revenue had to preveng Smug-
gling, if fuch a Thing could be, 'was in the Perfon of 2 Naval
Officer, who refided in the ditferent Harbours where the Trade wag
<carried on; the Ships on Arrival made their Entries to his Office,
and the fame on leaving the lland—the Fee was Half a Crown -
for each Ship, and if the Mafter ‘chofe to take a Bill of Health, .
* he gave him Five Shillings, but it was optional with ‘the Mafter
20 take the Bill of Health or.not. , .

In the Year 1761 or 1762 the Merchants trading to Newfound-
land informed Government, that-the Irith had introduced, by fome
Means or other, coarfe Woollens, Shoes, Candles, and Soap, which
were then prohibited. In confequence of which' Infermation, a
‘Gentleman was fent out, of the Name of Hamilton,~under the
Denomination of ColleCtor, but he received no Fees. After Mr.
Hamilton a Mr. Dunn fucceeded; who did. make a Demand of
Fees from the Trade—fome few paid it, but the greater Part re:
fufed ;- he himfelf paid none, though he had from Six to Ten
Ships. Annually at the Port. ~ After the paffing of the A& of the .
15th of George the Third the Right of Fees being eftablithed by
that A&, Fees were then demanded, and they were paid by the
. Trade, the Trade making a continued Application to the Trea-

{ury for Relief. : : '

The Duty now done by the Colletor, Comptroller, and Sur-
'veyor was, as far as it refpetts the Revenue, performed before the
" Eftablitbment of the Cuftom Houfe by the Naval Officer. There
are'in the Ifland of Newfoundland a great many Harbours where
the Trade and Fifhery is carried on, in a great Number of which,
-and where there is a Trade of Ships, &c. there is no Officer whatever
of the Cuftoms; but yet the Fees are paid to the Officer refiding .
1. F ‘ at
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“at a different Poit.—All Ships difcharge their Cargoes without
any Officer of the Cuftoms of any Defcription, to fee that the
Cargo correfponds with the Entry at the Cuftom Houfe, or

when the Ship takes her Cargo in to fee that the Lading cor- ™' ..

refponds with the Goods cleared out, The different Offices of
Collector, Comptroller, and Sur®yor, are in_a great many of
the Harbours where the Traderand Fifhery is ¢arried-on, in the
fame Perfon; and . this Perfon, Deputy to the Principals refiding
at 5t. John’s. The Trade, until within thefe few Months, was ne-
wver in Poffeffion of the Fac& that could induce Government to
pay no Attention to their Application ; but now fee that it.arofe
from Reprefentations made by the Officers of the Cuftoms at
Newfoundland, a Reprefentation not founded on Fa&.—And
the Witnefs is authorized from the Trade to fay, that what was
fet forth by-the Officers of the Caftoms, in their Reprefentation
of the ¢th of April 1790 from Poole, of the Neceflity of a
‘Caftom Houfe to prevent Smuggling, and reprefenting the Traders,
. 1f not vigilantly watched, would be guilty of it and that the
.. Complaints made by the Trade refpe@ing the Fees arofe from
the Exertion of the Officers Duty, and that had they been re-
mifs, there would have been no Complaint whatever.

. ‘ ~ , ‘

There is a particular Cafe recited in that Report refpeting an
Individual, which is a Petition of Mr. John Lee, to the Admi-
~ ralty Court of Newfoundland, that will difprove what is fet
forth in the Report : That was the Paper which, Mr. Lee de- -
livered in to the Committee of Trade at Dartinduth ; and the
Witnefs faw him deliver it. That he does not mean to contra-
di& that Part of the Report which is faid to be the Lift of Fees.
There are Three Claflfes of Ships that ufe, or.by which the
Trade of Newfoundland is carried on ; the Banking Ship, that’
filkes on the Banks; the Ship that carries out Supplies for the
Fifhery from England, and whofe Crew is employca on the Boat
Fifhery during the Summer Seafon, or the Time they remain
there ; the other Clafs are SHips from Foreign Ports, and the
Britith Iflands in the Weft Indies. The Trade conceives that,
by the Act of the 15th of George the Third, all Ships employed
cither at Banking,.or their Crew on the Boat Fifhery at Shore,
‘being cleared out conformable to the A&, with Green Men, fall
under the Denomination of Fifhing Ships, and only fubje& to
the Tawo Shillings .and Six Pence as a Fee, mentioned in that
Aé; but the Idea of the Officers of the Cufloms has been other-
wile, and the Traders have been obliged to pay to the following
.Amount for their Ships employed in the Trade, 4

A Vefel

)
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A Veflel from England with Sundtws for the Fifhery, and

taking in a Cargo of Fifh, or Flﬂ’l and Oil, in Newfoundland pays
L5 185 6d. Fees. ‘

A Veffel cmployed in the Bank Fithery, and not can‘ymg 2
Cargo of Goods to Néwfoundland, but taking in there a Cargo
of Fith, or Fifh and Oil, pays 12 s.—1If the fame Veffel loads any
other Goods in Newfoundland as Part of her Cargo, it pays

./:2 12 5. - . N

A Veﬁ'el from Spain or Portugal, or Italy, with Salt for the
" Fifhery, and taking in a Cargo of Fifh, pays ,(,' 4. 115 6d.

A Veflel from England or Ireland, which unloads at different .
Ports' at Newfoundland, and after that takes in a Cargo, pays.

L7 118, gd.

o Coafting Veﬂ'els in Newfoundland, pay 12 s. which Veffels are
‘employed in carrying Goods from one Harbour to another for the

“Ufe of the Fifherys The Witnels begged Leave to obferve, that
in the Ifland of Newfoundland, there is no other Bufinefs but
‘that of the Cod Fithery, the Scal Fikery, the Salmon Fifhery,
and a little Fur Trade. = There is neither Agriculture or Manu-
factures in the fland.

Another Caufe of the Decline, and which in all Probability will
operate more powerfully than it does at prefent in the fucceeding
" Years,_is.that of the Introdu&ion of French, American, and Nor-"
way Fith to the Ports of Italy, Spain;-and Portugal, that were be-
fore fupphcd by us.

That the Caufe of the Ef’cablx{hment of a Cuftom Houf¢ -at
Newfoundland does not now ‘exift, as the Importation from Ire-
Jand to Newfoundland is open. —Theé Traders have no Objedtion
to a Cuftomy Houfe being eftablithed in every Harbour and Creek
in the Ifland. of Newfoundland, if they are not {ubje& to Fees.—
“The Fithery rrom this Kingdom: to the Ifland of Newfoundland
'mmed on in £hips on the Banks, and in Béats on the Shore, by
People refiding here, but going to and returning from Neéwfound-
land Annually, and who tike to Sea a Proportion of Green Men
every Voyage, increafe the Marine of this Kingdom, provides in
Time of Peace Men for our Foreign Trade, where the Climates,
and the Lcngth of Voyage, are fo dcﬁruéhve as to tend to the De-
creafe, and in T:me of War they {eﬂ.c on Board His Majefty’s

blnps,
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‘Ships, and are allowed to be the Firft Clafs of comihon Men
in the Service;- and they are in this Kingdom from the Middle of

November to the Month of March and April following, ready, if
required, for its Defence. '

he Effc& of their Labour .in the Fifherics is a Return of
Specie to this Kingdom, which is o diffufed-as to be a general
Benefit. : :

This Fifhery is-alfo the Caufe of a Trade to Newfoundland,
_ which -employs a great Number of Ships to carry Provifions,
“Cloathing, and Fithing Materials, and to take Abroad to Foreign
Markets the Produce of the Fifthing Voyage. This Trade bene- |
fits the Manufacturers in England and the Landed Iitereft. ;

The Fifhery at Newfoundland by the Refidents, can only be -
-confidered, as to this Kingdom, as a ‘Trade which employs Ships
to carry Provifions, Cloathing, and Fifhing Materials to them,
exchanging the fame for the Produ& of their Fifhing Voyages.
The Benefit refulting to this Kingdom from this Fithery, is the
Return of Specie for the Provifions and Manufactories they
confume,

The Difference between the defcriptive Fifheries may be faid
10 be, the Increafe of the Marine with the Difference that may
arife to the Revenue from. the Confume of the fame Number
of Men and their Families, between refiding in England from
November to April, or refiding in Newfoundland.

The Fffet of the Bounties given to the Fithing Ships:

The Bountics granted by the A¢t of the 25th of His prefent
Majefly have kept up the Bank Fifhery, and prevented that
Fithery getting into Poffeflion of Refident Fithermen in New-
-+ foundland. ‘

. In flating the Fifheries and their Effetts, the Merchants do not - - i
mean to fay that Refidents,. in a certain Degree as to Number, are © -
not neceffiry to the Fifhery and Trade carried on from this
Kingdom to Newfoundland, they moft affuredly are.—~And
being afked, Whether the Bounties countera@ the Effe® of the
Grievances complained of 2 he faid, No.—And being afked, If it
was propofed to him to give up the Bounties, as the only Means of
+ getting the Grievances removed, would he agrec to give them up?
' he -
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he faid, Certainly.—And being atked, Would not the Bounties be °
neceflary, even if the Grievances were removed? he faid, They
would for Two Reafons: Firft, ‘the Adventurer/ from Great
Britain might be induced to carry on the Fifhery Secondly, it.
would prevent the Refidents of Newfoundland from taking that

' Fithery from them.~—And being afked, If he thought One of the

Advantages of the Bounties is to enable the Britith Fithermen to’
cope with the Refident One ? he faid, It certainly does.~-And being
afked, What Capital is neceflary to carry on'a Bye Boat Fithery from
this Country ? he faid, £. 8o Capital per Boat.—And being afked, .
Were there People formerly having but One Boat ? he faid, Se-
veral.—And being afked, Were there many of that Defcription left
now ? he faid, No; he does ot kno® of Five.—And being atked, -
Whether the Ships ufed in the Fifhery carried on from Dart-
mouth, Exeter, and the Ports Weftward, are built in this Country -
or Newfoundland? he faid, In this Country, by far the greater
Part ; there may-be Three or Four that were built in Newfound-
land.~—~And being afked, To what Caufes does he attribute the
Decline of the Boat Fithery? he faid, By far the "greater. Part
to the operative Claufes in the A& of the 15th of Grorge the

-Third, and "the general Decline of that Trade.~—~And being

afked, In what Manner was the Boat Fithery carried’on? he faid,
By People from England of fmall Fortunes, and with a Confi-
dence or Credit from the Merchant who received his Payment in-
Newfoundland in Fifh and Oil; the Boat Keeper was alfo fur-
nifhed with Supplies in Newfoundland by the Merchant, the Boat
Keeper paying the Merchant when the Fith and Oil were in'a per-

_fect State as to being cured.—And being atked, Is the Committee

then to underftand that the Mariner in which the A& is fuppofed to
have produced the Decay of this Fithery, i§ by diminithing the
Dependance of the Seamen upon their Employers, which is ef-
fe€ted by giving them a Claim upon™the Fith and Oil for Pay-
ment of their Wages, and by limiting their Punithment for
leaving their Work ? he faid, Certainly it is a Part of it.—
And being afked, Whether there are not other Circumftances,
namely, the increafed Expence of fettling Difputes ; the Bank-
ruptcies in the larger Capital; and all the general Circum-
ftances which have operated to the Difadvantage of 'the Trade;
and have not all thefe contributed, in fome Degree or other, to the
Deftru&tion of this Species of -the Fithery ? he faid, They cer-
tainly have,—~And being afked, Whether that Part of the A& of the
15th of George the Third refpeéing the Forty Shillings Paffage
Money, has been generally executed? he faid, It certainly has by the
I. : .G ! . * People
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People carrying on the Trade from Dartmouth, and near it.—~And
being atked, Whether they always bring back all the Seamen they
carry out ! he faid, All, except a few that are abfolutely neceffary to
take Care of the Fifhing Rooms during the Winter.—And being
atked, Whether the Seamen brought from Ireland are always carried

back the fame Year, he faid, Theyare, with the foregoing Excep--
tion.—And being atked, Whether they do not often hire themfelves.

for Two.Summers and a Winter ? he faid, In their Trade they do
“not.—And being afked, Ts it not the Intereft of the Trade from
" Dartmouth to bring back the Men, and to make it a Fithery in-
ftead of‘a Refidency ? he faid, Certainly.—And being afked, Whe-
ther he faw any Objection to giving Bond to bring back the

Number taken out ? he faid, Certainly not, if there were no Fees:

to be paid. The Trade beg Leave to ftate Alterations which they
wifh to have made in the Judicature A&, paffed laft Year for One
" Year only, having found great Inconvemience and .Expence in
the Manner that it now ftands. They beg that all Caufes
exceceding Forty Shillings may be ‘tried by a Jury, if either
Party require it. That in all Caufes exceeding [. 30 there
may be an Appeal from' the Decifion to the Courts in Weft-
minfter ; that all Fees, if any are to be charged, may be par-
ticularized in the A&. The Claufe of Limitation of Actions to
be explained, as it has been made to, operate as an ex poff Fatto
Law ; that in Cafes of Bankruptcies the Creditor may have the
fame Power as in England ; that the current Seafon of the Year

may be explained to ftand from the 3oth of O&ober in the pre- .

ceding Year. The Reafon why the Trade with for the Sum to be
£. 30 inftead of [.100 in Cafes'of Appeal is, that -there have
been feveral Decifions where the Party has thought himfelf much
aggrieved, but the Sum was under £. 100, and the Perfon with-

out Redrefs. The Reafon why the Claufe of Limitation of

Adions fhould be explained, proceeds from Decifions having been
made to the great Prejudice of the Creditor, where the Statement

_of the Firft Balance of Account has exceeded Six Years, but Pay-
ments have been made down to the Year preceding the Act. In
Proof of which, he begged Leave to ftate to the Committee, that
he himfelf ftands a Sufferer of £. go and upwards.

The Reafon for which the Trade begs Leave to have all the
Fees of the Judicial and Executive Officers mentioned in the A&,
is from the Extravagance of the Fees demanded. To. prove
which he has an Account of [. 618 for Fees and Charges made
by the Sheriff in One Aéion of Bankruptcy ; and Mr. Thomey,
now refiding in Briftol, is ready to come forward to Prove‘Fthé;

: | : a
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. Fa& of Payment. There are many other Cafes of the fame

Kind.

When the Trade of Newfoundland was more flourithing than
it is at prefent, therc was much lefs Litigation than now. The
Eftablithment of new Courts is, in his Opinion, the only Caufe
of it. Juftice was formerly adminiftered to all Defcriptions of
Perfons at little or no.Expence, and the Parties perfeltly fatisfied.

Since the Court of Common- Pleas has been eftablithed, Fees of -
- QOffice have increafed; and where there was One Action before,

there were Ten afterwards, or even Twenty,

"Fhe Trade witli, that the Claufe permitting no Officer of the

Cuftoms to act as a Juftice, or in any other Judicial Capacity, may

- be continued. He mentions this from an Information given by
" the Traders laft Year in Newfoundland, that it was faid, by high

Authority, that they fhould have Power to a& as Juftices of the
Peace. The Reafon why is, that they may fit as Judges where
they are Parties, and it gives them an improper Influence in the
Ifland. And being atked, Whether they have hitherto acted as

Juttices of the Peace? he faid, They have for fome Years back, .

which is the Occafion of the Complaint, or rather the With, that
they fhould not be Juftices. There are a fufficient Number of
Perfons to a& as Juftices if the Cuftom Houfe Officers are ex-
cluded.—And being afked, What Sort of Perfons does he defcribe
to be fit? he faid; The moft intelligent, and of Weight as to Re-
{petability, and of the feweft Connections: He meant by the

~ feweft Connections, fucha Defcription of People as by their Oc-

cupations have moft Time to devote to the Public; the Clafs of
People who formerly were Juftices of the Peace, and who did the

Bufinefs at little or no Expence ; People who had Poffeffions in -

the Ifland of Newfoundland, and who were well acquainted with
the Nature of the Trade, but bhad little Concern in it.—And be-
ing atked, Werc they Merchants? be faid, He never knew a
Merchant that was a Juftice of .the Peace in St. John’s.—And

v o«
i

being afked, Were they Boat Keepers ? he faid, No, not properly |

called fo; they might keep Boats.

And being atked, When he was in Newfoundland ? he faid;
From. about 1759 to 1778 ; that he had not been there fince ;

that the Joftices of the Peace at that Time were the Chief Judge:

of the Admiralty, He was of the Quorum; the Clergyman, the
Surgeons, and Two Gentlemen; Refidents, who had Plantations.

- Three atted at a Time.—~And being afked, Whetker he knew

any
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any’ Perfons of the latter Defcription there now? he faid,
Mr. Williams is ftill alive; and believes there are others. of the

“fage Defeription. .
&g Trade alfo think the Secretary to the Governor would
be a-proper Perfon as a Juftice of the Peace, or any Captain of 2
Man of War who might be upon the Station.— And being afked, .
Whether the Forty Shillings are ftopped from the Servant’s Wages
if he is brought or fent Home ? he fdid, Yes, but if the Paflage
Money does not amount to.Forty Shillings, the Difference is paid .
to the Servant,—And being afked, If the Servant is left behind,
is any Deduétion made out of his Wages? he faid, No.—~And
being afked, What Difference could it have then madde to the Mer-
chant, if°he had been obliged to pay Forty Shillings into the,
Hands of a Receivezy who was to provide a Paflage Home for every
Servant? he faid, The Difference is this, the Merchant can now
fend his own Servants Home in his own Ships, or bring Home
the Servants of his Friends, and avail himfelf of the Benefit that
may arife from carrying Paffengers : There are feveral Veffels em-
ployed on the Bank Fithery, that by Oil and Paffengers make a
Freight Home to England : Was the Appointment of Ships that .
- thould take the Paflengers to England to be with a Recelver, it
" would be of manifeft Injury to fuch as now bring them Home, -
and in all Probability a Jobb Bufinefs of the Receiver, to make
an Emolument to him{felf, that would be an Injury to the Servant
alfo.——And being afked, What Manner of adminiftering Juftice did
he allude to, when he faid it was fatisfactorily adminiftered ? he
faid, That of {inall Complints being fettléd by the Juftices of the
Peace, thofe of larger by the Juitices and Jury, and by the
Governor and Jury: At Times the Fithing Admirals would de-
termine, an Appeal from which was to the Governor ; thefe Fith- -
“ing Admirals were fomeétimes called to determine refpe@irg Ships
Rooms.—And being atked, Whether:the Governor ever deter-
mined without a Jury ? he faid, Never, where it was requefted. —
And being afked, Was not One of the Objections to the Court-of
Common Pleas the Inconveniences of ferving upon Juries? he.
faid, The Complaint was not againft Juries, but againft the
frequent holding of Courts, which calléd the People’ employed
in the Fiflery from their Bufine(s ; the Juftices then fat Three or
Four Days in the Week ; the Commiffioners of the Common
Pleas the Remainder of the Week, the former to provide Work
for the latter.—And being afked, Whether the Bill' did not
propofe that Forty Shillings a Man was to be paid to the Of-

ficer appointed by Government, to find him a Paflage Homi ?
e
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[: *he faid, Yes.—And being afked, Is not the Price of a Paflage
¢ fometimes as low as 15s.? he faid, He has known it as low.
. —And being afked, Whether the Surplus of 255 was to be
1 paid to .the Man himfelf? he faid,- No.—~And being afked, Was
| it then 'to be levied as a Tax to “fupport the ncw Efablifh-
ment ? he faid, Yes.~And being afked, Whether it was not his
bjection to that Claufe, becaufe it is cqually as injurious to the
Seixant as to the Mafter? he faid, Yes.—And being atked, Was
.apprehenfive that if {uch a Regulation pafies, he would, in
iffie; be obliged to advance the Wages of the Men in
Proportion to that~Part of the 40s5. which is to be applied to

e Purpofes of the new Eftablithment ? ‘he faid, It muft operate
-to that Effeét in the Courfe of Two Years.

As Scizures have ‘been made by the Officers of the Cuftoms,
-which, if not explained, may convey an Idea of -a Smuggling
Trade being carried on in the Ifland of Newfoundland, the °
Witnefs begged Leave to ftate the Circumftances under which
they have been feized; and he delivered in to your Committee
Two Papers, and an Account from his Agent, to fhew that he
had fuffered a Lofs in the Caufe of Mrs. Butler; which Papers
.and Account are as follow : u

¢ This Bufinels of Mrs. Butler’'s Rent was heard in Court, and
¢ Mr. Creed was prefent; the Court held that the Rent up
“ to laft Year was rightly paid, or rather fet off by New-
* man’s Houfe; but:that the Rent coming due in Decem.-

“ ber 1791 ought not to be fect off againft Mrs, Butler’s
-¢¢ old Debt, but paid to her. -
« JOHN REEVES, Chief Judge,
“ 31 O&. 1791, h‘

“ At St. John’s.”

1 : B « PLEAS,
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| « PLE’AS. .
" In ‘the Supreme Court Nfland, at Port'de Grave, r2th Sept..
« MARY BUTLER .

“.v
.

-« WILLIAM NEWMAN.

¢ Judgment for the Plainuff —Exiffued - - £.29. 3

«PLEAS.

¢ In the Supreme Court, at St. John’s, O&. 1‘792‘.

L3

« WILLIAM NEWMAN
P . ‘
«MARY BUTLER.
« Plaintiff non-fuited.
¢¢ No Balance due.”

e ‘£. 9»5. ¥9.n

WILLIAM
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“Your Committée then called Mr. PETER OUGIER,
‘who was atked, By whofe Authority is he deputed to come be~
fore “your Committee to give Evidence of the Newfoundland
Trade? he faid, By the Mocrchants trading there fiom the
whole County of Devon ; by a Number of ManufaGurers within
that County; at the Reque& of the Merchants at Plymouth,
not immediately concerned in that Fithery : He is appointed’
with Mr. Newman by thofe deputcd from Scotland, from Brif-
tus, and the People gencrally in the Ifland of Newfoundland; by
the Wifhes of the Merchants of Ireland, from whom he has had
frequent Applications; as well as from People in general, not
immediately connedizd in the Trade, knovung its orcat Utxlxty
—And being afked, Did he mean, by thefe not unmed:ately con-
nected in the Trade, fuch M anufacturcrs who {upply thofe that

are ? he faid, I{e doss.—And being atked, What is the prefent .

Statc of the Newfoundland F1f‘1ery? he fud A reduced and de-
clining State.—And being defired to deferibe its former Situation,

jts Rife and Decline? he faid, It appears that fince the Firft Efta~

blithment of this llﬂxcry no Laws nor Regulations have taken
Plact, but from the Application of the Traders to Government,
beforc' the AC of the 15" of Iis prefent Majefty, nor were any
former Laws enictad without the Opxmon af the Traders.

, That no Defeription of Perfons in the Fithery have made fuch
art Application fince the Law made by the A& of King William
the Third, but ticy now with that the Laws, or rather the Cuf-
tems, which were proved to be beneficial by Experience may be
fan&tioned by Parliament; that thefe Laws and Cuftoms are fuch
as were ufual before thc A& of the 15" of His prefent Ma-

jefty was patied 5 and that thofe who havc been eoncerned, and
have been in this Fithery, are the moft competent Perfons to pomt
out under wh:t Lwws and Regulations it hath herctofore in-
creafed: os alle, under what Liws and Regulations it can and
wiil exiib; that 1t s the carneit Detire of the Trade, to niake

on the Merchints Part are ready to goe their Affiffance
by giving [..Ao“n ticn cither in framing L.lws for that Purpole,
or u_\mr them it lucutiun, if Government think their
(,pinio.}; amd Vifaes ought tor have any Weight, That this
I*xﬂvr,f did inereate o 4 "T'LAL Extent urder forxmr Laws and

Cufioms.  That it is now in 2 declining State. That -they can-

not mect their Rivals at Marketon equal Terms,  That thefe
Caufes

it as much ¢ poilible a Brtith Fithery; that the Trade -
t

-
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Caufes have proceeded from oppreflive Claufes in Laws paffed of
late Years, and from oppreffive Fees of Office. That the Fithery
was in a flourithing State previous to the pafling of fuch Lawe.
That the Sanction of Parliament to have eftablifhed the Cuftoms
before the Aét. of the rs5th of His prefent Majefty, - in Addi-
tion to the Law made in the Reign of King William the Third,
would have prevented its Decline. ‘That. no further Laws were
or are neceffary for the fecuring the Newfoundland Fifhery to
this Country, for the Security of the Perfons concerned therein, of
any Sort or Defcription, whether Merchanis or Bye Boat Keepers,
Native Refidents or Servants. That every Defcription of Perfons
were before that Time happy and comfortable in their refpe@ive
Situations. That the Police was and ftill can be fupported with-
out any new Plan 'of Exaction whatever ; and that by the common
Ufages previous to thefe Laws, a Sum more than fufficient was
provided to pay that Expence.—And being afked, If he agreed
with what Mr. Newman had ftated, in refpeét to Bankruptcies,
fuch as have happened, and the other Circumftances which he has
" defcribed of the declining State of the Trade? he faid, Yes.
—And being defired to ftate why we cannot meet our Rivals at
Foreign Markets on equal Terms? he faid, Becaufe our Rivals
are encouraged, and we are deprefled by extravagant Expences.
—And being afked, If he meant Expences occafioned by the
Mode in which the Fithery is regulated ? he faid, Hec meant by
the oppreflive Claufes in the A¢t of the 15th of George the Third,
by the additional Expence of Fees of Office in different Depart- -
ments, and by other Laws which have becn made fince.—And’
being defired to ftate what is our Situation in Forcign Mar-
kets, with refpe&t to our Rivals, and what it was formerly ?
he faid, The French have introduced their Fith at fome Mar-
Lkets; the Americans continue to fupply others; the Norwegians
have almoft taken Poffeffion of the Markét of Barcelona, and
have introduced Fifh to fome others; all to our great Detri-
ment.—And being afked, Whether he had any Opportunity of .
being. acquainted with the French Trade? he faid, He had.—
And being atked, At what Period.was he acquainted -with the.
French Trade? he faid, In the Years 1768, 1769, and 1770.—
And being afked, If he knew any Thing of it fince the laft
War? he faid, That the French Pofleflions 'in fome Parts were
exchanged much agzinft the Intereft of the Britith Fithery, by
which Means they are in Pofleflion of a Situation the beft in the
Ifland, and we, In Exchange, have got the very worlt, inafmuch
as that the French Goverminent did. afiift by Bounty or other-
wife: Thofc People carry on Fifheries in that former Situation

I. : I ~ which
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which we now poflefs, and it gives them a Preference at the
. Spanith Markets, as that Situation produces the largeft Fifh, s
- which is preferrcd in Spain.  The Situation of the French Fith-

ery, by the Treaties of Utrecht and Paris, were fuch as put
them in a Situation {o as to cnvy us in our Advantages; fince
which they have regularly, from Time to Time, received En-
couragements. - By the Treaty of Paris they confidered themfelves
as carrying on Fifheries by Leave, on a Britith Ifland: The People
of France confidered themfelves fubject to Britith Laws, ‘when
that Part of the Ifland, which was common to both, was under
the Dire&tion of Fithing Admirals: This he has feen 5 and has-alfo
feen the Advantages of fuch Authorityand Power: The Indulgencies
given to the French prevented him, in 1768, or thereabouts, and -
many others,. from continuing, or rather eftablithing, extenfive -
Fifheries in that Part.~—And being afked, If he knew whether the
French Fifheries were incumbered with Fees or Duties of any
Kind ? he faid, They were not at that Time, and believes they’
are not yet.~—And being-afked, Whether French Ships are liable to
Seizures, Delays, and Expences, under Pretence of Irregularity of
Papers, or trifling Negletts, to which ignorant Men are liable ? he
faid, He never heard they were, and believes not.

Mr. GEORGE CHALMERS, Clerk to the Committee of
Council for Trade, was called in, and afked, From whence the Com-
parative State of the Britith Fithery to Newfoundland (prefented
in the Year 1790) was made up ? he faid, It was made up from the
Returns made by the Admirals upon the Station.—And being afk~
ed, Was itin Fa& the fame Account, as far as it went ? he faid,
At the Time it was given in, it was'conceived to be- a true Copy
taken from it, and given as an authentic Account of the State of the

. Fifhery.—And being atked,- Whether the Account ftiled, ¢ A State

“¢¢ of the Newfoundland Fiihery from the Year 17569 to the Year
“ 1791,” which was prefented in 1792, taken from the Returns of -
the Admirals on that Station, is alfo an authentic Account ? he faid,
It was conceived at the Time to be an authentic Account.—And
being atked, Whether he had compared them fince? he fuid, No.—
And being afked, If he could account for the Differences that appear

between them ? he faid, If there was a Diffcrence, it might have .
arifen from the complicated Nature of the original Accounts, and
from the Circumftance of their being made up with different Di~
reétions ; the Perfons who made them up may have cither miftaken
the Directions, or miftaken-the Figures by tuking One Statement
for another. and having been made up to ditfzrent Times.

; : Your

y \
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Your Committec again called Mr. QUGIER ; who begged to
obferve, That the Opinion he hgs before giver on the Operations
of the Laws made fince the A& of King William the Third, on the
Newfoundland Fithery, is not an Opinioa.formed from the Ef-
fe&s already experienced alone, but alfofrom the ill Confequences
he clearly faw thuft follow at the Time the A& of theorgth of -
His prefent Mapjefty was paffed. This Prediction he delivered
in Writing to dmiral Campbell, near Twelve Years fince. This-
Fithery is carried on from only a few Ports in Great Britain; the -
clofeft Application, and the moft rigid (Economy, being abfo-
jutely neceflary ' in the Caufe. "The Merchants trom Scotland,
from a fimilar Propenfity, will, when the Oppreffions alluded to
_ are caufed to [{ubfide, alfo increafe in this Trade. 'Lhis Fithery,
like dll other Trades, finds its Level, and only a certain Quantity
of Fith can ﬁkyd Sale at a Price that can fupport it; and a{fihalt
Qverftock reduces its Value below all Proportion of the fuperflu-
ous Quantity. Thofe who catch and carry it to Markéts on the-
cheapeft Terms, will confequently get poffefled of the Trade,
" which will continue with thofe who are moft encouraged and’leait

. _‘burthened.——And being defired to defcribe the different Sort of

Fitheries ? he faid, The Cod Fifhery is diftinguithed by the different
Names of a Bank and Shore Fifhery; the Bank Fifthery is carried
on in Ships from Forty to about One hundred and Twenty Tons
Burthen, their Crews from Seven to Twelve Men cach on Board,.
and on an Avcrage nearly Three Men on Shorc are employed to
cure the Fith. Thefe Veflels are, excepting very few, Britith
built, and only a moderate Capital is required to carry it on. This
Bank Fifhery, to be encouraged, would nurfe.in each Year more
‘Green Men than all the Greenland Trade in any One Year.

The Boat Fithery was carried on chiefly by Bye Boat Keepers
from England, whofe Men went out Paflengers to Newfoundland,
and returned at the End of the Fithing Seafon to their refpective
Refidences in Europe, with only a few neceflary Exceptions.
This Fithery was originally carried on by Perfons in the Situation
of Day Labourers, in'which many have often been employed at
Home in the Winter Secafon, within thefe Twenty Years; thefe
Boats Crews are from Three to Seven Men éach, and on an Ave-
Tage from Two to Three Men are employed on Shore to cure the
Fifh, and provide Bait for each- Boat; the Tonnage of thefe
Boats 1s from Five to Twenty-five Tons. He recolle@ts when'it
was confidered that not lefs than Two hundred and Fifty Men,
engaged in this Sort of Fifhery, employed Annually from the
County of Devon, ot lefs than Two thoufand Five hundred

“ Men ;
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Men ; at this Time he fcarcc believes there are Twcnty Bye Boat
hccpers in all now left.

The Witnefs begged Leave, to ftate to your Comm:ttce, That
there were, in the Year 1776 Nine Merchants carrying on the
Trade and Fifhery to-the Bay of Bulls, of whom Five' are infol-
vent ; One retired from his Bufinefs on Account of the Trade being
a loﬁng one; another died, without any one fucceeding to the Trade;
and the Two remaining do not carry on above Half the Trade
they did at that Time ; he (the Witnefs) is One of the Two, and
thould certainly increafc his Trade to its former Extent, or grea-
ter, if the Inconveniences complained of were -removed. Z He
bc"gcd alfo to ftate to your Committee, That in this Diflri¢t there
were in the Year 1776 Eighteen Bye Boat® Kecpers from Eng-
land, and Ten from ireland, who carried out their, Servants, and
returned with them Annually; that Number, he recollects, .and
has a Liit of their Names. There were alfo more, whom he dogs
not remember. In the laft Year there was only One of each De-
fcription remaining. The Refident Boat Fifhery was carrivd on
by fome Rcﬁdentb, for whom the Merchants in Englard ufed
formcrly to fend out in their thps a Number of Green Men, and
others for the. Purpofe of Manning their Boats, and which Men
their Ships ufed to carry back again after the Fifhing Seafon to
their refpective Reﬁdences in the Britifh European Dominions,

“The Refident Boat Fxfhery is now prov1ded with Men, partly
by the Natives, and in fome Proportion,. perhaps a Sixth Part of
the Number, go out and return Yearly from Great Britain and
Ireland.—And being afked, If he meant the French have an Ad-
vantage from their Pofleffions under the laft Treaty of Peace, or

- from our Fifhermen being reftricted by an A& pafled in 1787,

forbidding them fithing from Cape Ray to Point Riche? hc 'faid,
They certainly have an Advantage by the Treaty of Peace; but
that Advantage was greatly increafed by the Aé&.of Parliament

-alluded to.—And bcing. afked, Should we carry on the Fifhery

there again if that Act was repealed ? he fuid, Thofe in a Sitvation
near it x&ou]d acquxrc an immediate Advantage both in the Sal-

‘meon Fifhery and the Fur Trade.  ‘With refpet to the Cod Fithery,

it woud te h‘zardous, from the Apprchemlon of being removed
ata roturning Peace. - Had that Situation been poffefied by Great
Eritain alone in the late Peace, he himtelf had prepared the Efta-
blithr ent for a ‘Trade there, which, had not the Burthens com-
p‘ mmned of been laid on the }*nhuy, would have ;employed by
1his Time full Cne thoumnd T'wo hundred Men, thet would have

gone -
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gone from Lurope, and returned again Annually.—And being
afkked, Did the Men he had defcribed as curing Fith on Shore re-
turn Annually to Europe? he faid, They generally did. The People
whom he has mentioned to be neceffarily left at Newfoundland
are of this Delcription.  He has known only One Perfon left in .
the Charge of Four or Five Bye Boat Keepers Effe@s in .the
Winter, but the Number muft depend on the Condition of the

‘Buildings on which the Fifh is cured. He never knew a Fither-

man remain. in Newfoundland the Winter from Choice.” Wo
Winter Servant can earn as much for his Mafter as the Expence -
of his Proviion (he means to fpeak to the Cod Fifhery only).
He apprehends the great Increafe of Inhabitants is moftly at St..
John’s, and from thefe Caufes: Fidt, From the Intredution of
Luxury, whieh has been cauled by late eftablithed Laws creating
unneceflary Offices, and the confequent menial Servants of thefe
Officers, ‘particularly the Increafe of Female Servants : He meaps
the Officers of the Cuftoms, and the Officers in the Eftabliftment
of the Court of Common Pleas. The Number of Inhabitants is
alfo angmented by Ships going from Ircland to the Continent of
America, and in their Way leaving a great Number of Men,
brought.cut as Paffengers, on the Ifland of Newfoundland, who
could get no Employment.in the Fithery. Thefe Men did gene-
rally remain in the Ifland. This happened only Once or Twice,
from there being no Perfon to pay their Outward Paflage.~And .

* being afked, Whether the Bye Boat Fithery from this Country is

equally decreafed in the other Parts of the Ifland, as in the Bay of
Bulls? he faid, In his Opinion it is. : : o .

. GEORGE CARTWRIGHT, Efguire, being exa-
mined, informed your Cémmittee, That he was an Officer of Foot
in His Majefty’s Service.—And being afked, Whcther he has been
in Newfoundland ? he faid, Yes; feveral Times.—And being
afled, In what Capacity ! he faid, Twice on Pleafure, and Five
Times on Bufinels, in his Way backwards and forwards to Labra-
dore; the laft Time he was there was in 1786 ; he has been much

in that Part of Newfoundlangd inhabited by the Native Indians;

he has Reafon to believe that their Numbers are confider-
able, but he cannot ftate what the Numbers are, as they have been
fo much chafed and driven away by the Fithermen and Furriers,—
And being atked, How near to any ‘of our Scttlements do the
Indians come ? he faid, They frequently come in the Night into

- the Harbour to pilfer what they can-get, to fupply their Necel-

fitics. —And being ufked, What were the Articles which they
1. ‘ K- ‘ nottly
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ioltly fcal? he faid, Seals, Hatchets, Boat Kettles, and fuch
officr THinzs as’ they think . will ‘be -of Ufes they, ufe .the Seals
as Covering their Wigwams ot ~Tents.~And' being afked, "Could
he' ftate any Particalars iwefpe@ting:the Condition of the Indians
i3 Newfoundland 7" he fxid, He thinks their Condition s very
wretched and forlorn -ifideed ; “our Fifhermen and Furriers murder
aiid plinder them whenever-an Opportunity offers ; * he has heard
many of them’bodftof the' Murders-they had commirted. <A nd
being afked, DA e~ ever hear of the Fifhermen and Furricrs
thootingat the Indiangmfor their Amufement? he faid, He has
Yicard many’ fay ‘they hdd rdthet have-a Shot at an Indian, . than at
a Deer: A féw Years ago. there were ‘Two Men, One of whom
he knew perfonally,” went up the great River of Exploits in the
‘Winter, on. purpote to'murder. and plunder {uch Indians as ‘they
could meet with;' when they got ta the Head: of “the "River,
where it comes out of a great Liake, they met with an ‘Indian
"‘Fown, -contaifing” above” Oné hundred Inhabitants ;- they im-
rirediately fired -upon theth’ with long Guns loaded with Buck
Shdt «they *killed” and ' woanded. feveral, . the' reft “made their
Efcape into the Woods, fome naked,:others only half-cloath-

I4

“ed; none of them provided with Implements - to procure -eis

thet Food or Fuel; they them plundered theiy Houfes or
‘Wigwams of what they~thobght worth_ bringing away, and
. ‘bumnt the reft, by which they ‘muft neceffarily have deftroyed

the*Remainder, as they cculd ot exift in the Snow,—And, being
lked, 1f he meant to ftate, that'the Coriduct of the Fithermen
- ahd"Furriers-to the {ndians was in general of that, ¢ruel :Nature,
or that thefe were only particular Inftances? he faid, He has
Reafon to believe, from the Converfations that he has had with -
“the Fithermen .and Furriers of thofe Parts, that there are very few
who would not have done the {ame Thing.—The Witnefs having
ftatéd, that the Indians- fometimes tome* down into .the Ports
where odr Cod Fifhery is carried-on, and fteal various Articles, he
was-atked, Whether he believes that that was in Confequence of
ény Provocation 6r- Moleftation they-might have received from
the Fithermen and -Furricrs? he faid;,  Moft certainly, and alfo
from the Impoflibility of their evér getting any Thing they want
By -any other Medns; he: has been - well affured, that formerly a
very beneficial Bartér was carried on-between our People-and- the
Indians, . fomewhere near ‘the- Port- of - Bonavifta, by our People
lraving Goods-at a certain -Place, and the Indians taking what
they wanted, and leaving Furs in Return ; but that Barter was at
Length put a Stop to by One of our Fithermen hiding himfelf near
the Place of Depofit; and fhootinga Woman dead upon the Spot
as fhe was fuiting herfelf with what the wanted.—And being

B - ~ . . ) afked,
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.afked, Whether he believes, from what he has'feen of the Indians,
that any Istercourfe could be again eftablithed between them and
.the :Britith Fithermen and. Farriers in" Newfoundland ?-he faid,
He. thinks it.very pofiible and practicable ; that he gave in a Plin
feveral Years ago. to, Adminiftration for that Purpofe, and -then'
‘ftated generally thefe Circumftances, and he offered to undertake
‘the Execution of it him(elf.~——And being atked,- From -what he
‘has feen-of the Indians, did they feem to be of a more-fanguindry
and favage .Difpofition than the People in_that State of Society.
generally are? he faid, By no -Means, for he bas- heard many
Inftances of .their, faving the Lives of our People, when they might
very eafily have put them to Death; he heard One Man tell his
Matfter, -that a,few Days before he left the Bay of Exploits, as'he
was_going to:Jand out of his Boat to Jodk at'a Trap which he had
. fet for. ap:Otter,..he was_furprifed by the Voicg’of an Indian; and
-on.turningihis Head, faw an, Indian  ftanding on, the Shore with .
an Arrow,in his, Bow:.ready to fhoot -him; that the¢ Indian made
.a Motion with his Head for him to retire ; . he was then not above
Four or Five Yards from the Indian; he immediately pulled his
Boat round, and. rowed off as faft as he could; that the Indian re-
mained in the fame Pofture until he had got fome Diftance from
the, Shore,, and. then retired into the Woods ; that the Fifhcrman
then. added, that he regretted not having his Gun with him,-as he
-would have fhot him dead mpon”the Spot.~—4nd being afked,
Whether the Indians are large-and ftout Men? he faid, From
what few he had. feen;of: them, he believes they are.<—And being
_afked, Did the Cruelties which he has mentioned to be exercifed by -
_the Fifhermen and Furriers to the Indians happen \in’ Summer as
well ag in Winter 2 he faid; Yes, in both, but more Opportunities
-happen in.the Summer than in the Winter,.—And being afked,
Did the Merchants and Perfons who go. out. from this Country
to, Newfoundland . ufe their Influence and their Endeavours to
prevent fuch PraCtices ? he faid, He did ot recolle& an Inftance
" of it.—=And being afked, Had the Magiftrates ufed any Exertions’
to prevent thofe OQutrages ? he faid, There are no Magiftrates re-
_fident within tkat Diftrict that he knew of, he means the Diftrict
between . Cape St. John and Cape Freels.—And being afked,
Whether the Magiitrates refident within any of the other Dif-
tricts were capable of preventing thefe Horrors, if they exerted
themfelves, for that Purpofe ?, he faid, He does not believe they
could, becaufe_they refide at too great'a Diftance.—And being.
afked, Did he conceive that thofe Horrors could be prevented
without the Eftablifhment of a regular Court of Judicature in
Newfoundland ? he fuid, He thinks that if his Pian, or fometliing
fimilar to it, was adopted, it would effeGually p}evéht‘-ﬁcvcry Taing -
o T - . of
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of the Kind, and the Offender mlght be. carried to St John’s
to be tried by any Court of Judicature cftablithed there for
the Trial of Criminal Offences.—And being afled, Whether there
is not a Trade at prefent carried on with the Indians ? he faid,.

‘No: He knew not when the Intercourfe was Jntcrruptcd ; it was -

Twenty-{even Years ago that he firk heard of it.—And being
afked, Whether there is any Englith Merchant that carries. ori a
I‘]ﬂ'lﬁl‘)f" to the Northward.of Cape John? he faid, Not now, he
believes.—And being atked, Whether the People that he ftates to

bave committed thefe Enormities were Annual Fithermen from

* England, or Refidents in Newfoundland ? he faid, .Generally the
Rebdent Fithermen.—And being afked, If that Refidence was pro-

o

hibited, would not thefe Enofmities be in a great” Meafure pre-

vented ? he faid, If Refidency within the Diftrict he alludes to
was not ‘permitted, it would in-a great' Meafure have that Effe&t 5. he
means the Diftrit between. Cape Freels and Cape ]ohn.—-And
beirig afked, Whethér he thinks that the Difpofition of the Indians
is fuch as to lead them to live upon good Terms with our People,

rovided there were only a fufficient N umber left to take Care of
the Fithing Materials? he faid, He thinks our People would be in
Danger, unlefs fome Intercourfe was firft eftablithed.—And being

atked, In what Year did the Enormities he reprefents happen,. .

and who were the Officers of the Navy commanding in thofe
Parts at the Time ? he faid, He could not recolle¢t.—And being
afked, If he was converfant with the Coaft of Labradore? he fald

Yes. —And being zfked, Whether there is not an Annual F 1{hery
cirried on there “from Great Britain, without any Refidence ? he
f2id,. No; there are very few who go. out for the Summer there,
—And being  atked, How is Juftice adminiftered in Labradore ?
he faid, Thc:re has been neither Law, Juftice, nor Eqmty there

. for many Yedrs.—And being afked, Whether there is not a more

ﬂoanﬂ“n‘r Fifhery carried on there thah at Newfoundland ? he
faid, He could not tell how flourithing it is, but he knew that
Numbers of People have fuffered there for Want of Juftice.—Aand
being defired to ftate any Inftances he might have heard while he

<fided ot Newfoundland, which might make'a ‘new Court of Ju-

dicature neceffary? he faid, He could not pretend to fay 5 he knew'

of nonc.—And bemc du]red to ftate the Outlines of his Plan ? he -

faid, Tt was to- ..pprop"mte that Part of the Coaft from North

Head to Dog Creek, ineluding Chapel Ifland, and all other Iflands’

within that une, to the Ufe of the 1nd1ans, and’ to have fome
Perton’ttaticned there with a Schoorer, and a- fafficient: Number
of Peopie to protett thom; by which Means fome Acquaintance
and Conac&ion might,_be formed bctw:xt the Indians and the

Englith,
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Eﬁgliﬁ), ahd ‘beyond all Doubt a Traffic would be eftablifhed.
There is no Intercourfe or Barter between thofe Native Indians
he fpeaks of and our People. There are Parts of the Ifland where ~

fome Intercourfe is maintained - with the Mickmack Indians,”
- apd in ather Parts with the Nefcopite Indiaps.—And ~Being

" atked, If he meant that all the Refidents fheuld be removed from . .-

that Part whicli he has defcribed, and that no Perfon thould fand
or go there without Permiffion? he faid, He does.—And being afked,
‘Whether he ever knew more than One Man refiding upon the Ri-
ver of Exploits ? he faid, He knew but of One,—And being afked,
Whether ‘the fame Cruelties were exercifed againft ‘the Indians
of -the Coaft of Labradere, as againft the Red Indians? he faid,
Not fince the Year 1770, fince he went amongft them, and learned
their Language, and got upon Terms of Friendihip with them;
previous to that Period the Cruelties were juft as numerous as -
thofe exercifed in Newfoundland. It appears to-him that the In-
dians with to be on Terms of Friendthip with the Englith.—And
being atked, Whether the Inveteracy of the Indians againft the
Europeans is not fo great that they murder every Euaropean they
are able? he faid, Yes.—And being afked, Whether he conceives
that, if the Traders, going in the Summer to Newfoundland, ufe
their Influence to prevent the Horrors that have been defcribed,
that they might not in fome Degree be prevented ? he faid, He be-
licves it would have a good Effect, but in general they do not
trouble their Heads about the Matter, for Fear it fhould affe®
their own Intereft.—And being atked, Whether thofe Indians are
not . univerfally afraid of an Englithman ¢ he faid, They are.—~
And being atked, Would they venture to come within Sight of an
European? he faid, They conceal themfelves in the Woods. as
much as poffible, and very feldom thew themfelves.—And being
afked, Did not the Merchants going to Newfoundland receive the
Furs that are taken from the Indians without making any Ene~-
<quiry ! he faid, Yes.~—And being afked, ‘Whether our Trade and |
Intercourfe ‘with Labradore was not very infignificant before
the Year 17702 he faid, Yes.—And being afked, Whether there
is not a more flourithing Trade carried on at.Labradore than
at Newfoundland ¢ he faid, He could only fay, with refpe&:to
himfelf, that his Trade has been very flourifhing, having cleared
above One hundred per Cent for the laft Three Years.—And
being afked, If any Fees were paid on. that Coaft? he fid, Not
that he knew of.—And being afked, If there were any Reftric-
tions under which that Trade Iaboured ? he faid, He does not
know that there are, B -

R [ v P
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The Boundaries the: Witnefs propofed to be fet apart for the
Indian Diftri& are as follow: .

From the North End of Dog Creek, all along the Shore of New-
foundland, to the North Head of the. Exploits ; from thence to the
neareft Point of New World Mland, keeping on the Out or North
Side of Burnt,'and all other Iflands which lie between ; from the
-aforefaid Point along the “Weft and South Sides of New World
Ifland, to the Point neareft to Change ifland Tickle; from thence
to the South Side of the faid Tickle, along the Weft Side of
Change Iflands, to the South Point of the fame, and from thence
to the North Head of Dog Creek. No Perfon, except thofe em-
ployed by His Majefty, to go within that Circle, fave only thofe
who want to fell Timber, or who are obliged to do f{o through
" Strefs of Weather, without Leave in Writing from the Perfon
- employed in the ProteGion of the Indians. This was Part of the
Plan' the Witnefs gave in to Government. - o g

“Mr..OUGIER being further examined, ftated to your Com-
mittee, That, in Addition to what he has before faid, refpecting
the Increafe of the Inhabitants of St. John’s, on’ the Increafe of
Female Servants, the Officers of the Cuftoms, and of the Courts
before alluded to, and the dependent Clerks, and other Officers
having. Families, and alfo the Officers of the Army who have Fa- -
milies there, employ a-Number of Female Domeftics; thefe
marry with the Refidents, and fettle at St. John’s; fo that a
Number are Annually carried out to re-place them.—And being -

- defired to ftate, What was the former Situation of the Trade, its
‘Progrefs, and its Decline, previous to and fince the A& of the 1 sth
of George the Third ? he faid, The A& of the 2d of Edward the
‘Sixth, and 15th of Charles the Second, which prevented any
Kind of Fee or Shares; or Doles of Fifh, have been explained be-
fore by Mr. Newman, which he affents to. : :

Previous to the pafling the A& of the 1oth and 11th of King
William the Third, it appears that fome Fees or Extortions were
Hgain - attempted, and that the Traders made Application to
Government to be relieved of fuch Oppreffions; that on a Re-
prefentation being made from Government to the Britith Parlia-
‘ment, the Traders were requefted to affift with their Opinion in
forming a Code of Laws. This A& is ufually called by the
-Traders a Charter for the Newfoundland Fithery ; it gives to the
Traders and Fithermen an unlimited Power, under certain Reftric-
tions, as follows: N -

ThC .
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---.The Traders are compelled to have every Fifth Man in their
Ships a Green Man, Bye Boat Keepers and Refidents are com-
pelled to have One Green Man out of Six, wha had never been
at Sea, and ‘One other who had made but One Voyage; conform-

" ing to this Reftriction, they were in the Firft Place to have their

Clearances from the Cuftom Houfes in' England without Fee or

" Reward ; each of this Defcription have a Privilege to build Houfes,

Fithing Rooms, &c. on certain vacant Spots, and to hold the
fame as their own Property; from this Encouragement did that
moft ufeful Clafs, the Bye Boat Keepers, greatly increafe, and -
from the Situation of Day Labourers in England, a great many

K have by thefe Poffeflions in the latter Part of their Days had a
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comfortable Subfiftence; this Profpect hath induced Thoufands to
become Bye Boat Keepers, and it is' of Public Utility as a Caufe
of fupporting this Fithery. Having. Poffeffion, the Buildings are
naturally kept in Repair, and are let at Rent to any new Adven-
turers for One Tenth Expence they could ere¢t others, the Tim-
ber for thefe Buildings at the Time of paffing this A& grew near
the Spot where it was intended fo be ufed, for which at this

~ Time Servants are obliged to-go Six or Seven Miles in the

Country, which can only be done in the Winter Seafon, and muft
confequently require a greater Number of Winter Servants,

The Reftriction of fuch 2 Number of Green Men is far beyond

- the Proportion of the Seamen nurfed in any other Britifh Fithery,
. or in any other Branch of Britith Commerce or Navigation.

. This A& gfa;afsé Power to the Mafters of the Three firft Ships
that fhall arrive every Seafon in any Diftri&, or any Two of them,

. to hold a Fithing Admiral’s Court, to hear and determine all Dif-

putes relative to the Fifhery between every Defcription of People; -
with an Appeal to a Captain of His Majefty’s Ship from either
Party thinking themfelves aggrieved, whofe Determination was
-final. That Capital Offenders fhould be brought to England to
be tried. As the Fifhery incredfed, it was found neceffary that a
Power fhould be granted fomewhere to hold Courts for the Trial
‘of fmall Crimes and Offences on the Spot; a Commiffion was
granted by His Majefty to the Sénior Captain of. the Squadron

upon that Station, which authorized him to hold Courts as a

Juftice of Peace in England, and alfo to authorize in each Dif-
tri¢t tome Perfon of Probity and Chara&er, by virtue of a Com-

. miffien, to a& as Juftices of the Peace in their refpe@ive Refi-

dencies. In the Courfe of Time, from the Occafion of a Murder,
that was proved by the Men’s Trial in England to be in Self-de-
. . ‘ fence,
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fenee, it was ‘thought neceflary by Government that tlie Com-
mander of the Squadron fhould be impowered to hold Courts of
Oyer and Terminer: He believes it was about 1730; from which
Time to the A& of the 15th of George the Third, Courts of

Seflions, of Aflize, and Oyer and Terminer, were regularly held. .

The Commander of the Squadron was authorized to appoint a

Number of Commiffioners to hold the Court of Affizes,  ufually
" Seven. There were Three Juftices at St. John's, and Four
principal Merchants ;. an High Sheriff was appointed One of the
principal Refidents in the Mercantile Line. He held this Office
without Fec or Emolument. It has lately been held by a
Native of America, whof¢ Emoluments and. Condu& will "ap-
pear by the Evidence of Mr. Thomey. . There were Juries; and
Conftables, and all:regular Peace Officers; the Jurors without
any Expence, the Conftables and other-Officers Fees were next
to nothing ; a-Grand Jury would at this. Time have readily have
found a Bill againft the Murderer of an Indian, and the Petty Jury
on Proof would have convicted him. About 1741 the Admiralty
" Court was firft eftablithed. The Judge of this Court was ge-
nerally alfo the Chief Juftice at St. John’s; having been com-
mercial Men, and acquainted with the Interefts of the Fithery,
the-.refpe&ive.-Governors granted them a Commiffion for Juftice
of the Peace, on their Arrival. 'The Perfon who firft held the

\b

Office of Chief Juftice. was alfo the firft Naval Officer, which -

Office he performed without receiving Fees. The firft Fee of
25, 64. was paid' to his Succeffor, with an Addition of Five
Shillings, as ftated by Mr. Newman, who did the whole Duty
which is now done by the Cuftom Houfe. ' The Courts at the
Out Ports were held by Surrogates appointed by the Command-
ing Officer ;. thefe Surrogates were always Officers of the Britith
Navy. There were then feldom any Difputes there; butin all
- Courts, both at St. John’s and the Out Ports, Caufes were
determined according to the Laws of England, with Juries when
required. ‘The Commanding Officer ufually prefided in the
Courts, affifted by the other Juftices, and determined Caufes, fo
that Confidence and Harmony fubfifted between all Defcriptions
of People. Courts were held feldom, but when held it was
with Dignity,.and had the good Effe&, from the Example of the
Judges, to- prevent 'Animofities and Difputes, There were no
Fees, confequently no Inducement to produce Litigation for the
Purpofe of getting Fees. Thefe Regulations were found to have

every good Effe&, and only wanted -the San&ion of the Par-’

liament to have continued them, they being only held by Cuftom,
The Witnels is required by- the Trade, by-whom he is deputed,
‘ to
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1o arge to the Committee their Wifhes, that all the Cuftoms and
Regulations, previous to the t5th of George the Third, may be

~ revived and fanGtioned by Parliament. If that were done , the

Fithery would again increafe.

. [Mr. Newman’s Evidence refpeing the Caftom Houfé
- being read. to the Witnefs, he confirmed the fame. ]
/

. - Then the Witnefs further informed your Committee, That in
-the Year 1764 a Mr. Hamilton was appointed a ColleCtor of the
Cuftoms ; who feeing the little Neceflity ‘for fuch an Appoint-
ment, and that the Emoluments intended by Government were (o
{mall, he refigned the Appointment ; he did not refign it from ill
Health, or the difagreeable Climate, as fet forth by the prefent
Collector and Comptroller.

The following Year Mr. Durin was appointed Colle&or, who
held it without fuppofing himfelf entitled to Fees by any Law
whatever, till the pafling the A¢t of the 15th of George the
Third.

Previous to the paffing that A&, he remembers but One Bank:
ruptcy in the Newfoondland Trade, nor does he believe any other
Difafter of that Sort to a Merchant trading from Dartmouth to
Newfoundland is recorded. In the Bankruptcy -alluded to Mr,
Newman, who was lately examined, was the Aflignee appointed to

~ this Eftate ; he had every Affiftance from the Sheriff, the Governor .

* of the Ifland, and all Officers of every Defcription in the different
Courts of Common Law, and of Admiralty, without the Expence
of Forty Shillings. . ‘ '

The Witnefs begged Leave to remiark on the A& of the 1 sth
of George the Third: B SR
At the Time that At was before Parliament, the Britith Empire
was In a total Scene of Confufion ; it took Place-in the Year 1776 ;
- the Year after the People.in this Fithery were nearly ftarved by the
. - Americans withhqlding the Supply of Bifcuitand Flour; the very Year
the American Privateers commenced Depredations on the Coaft
of Newfoundland, and alfo captured their Ships and Cargoes,
. which prevented the Traders from petitioning Parliament againft
- theBill: Such was their Situation, and the Unfafety of their Eftects,.

that the depreflfed Traders did notcome forward with' a Petition -

1. -M : for
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for-its Repeal ; the Number of Fithing Ships being reduced by
Captures, caufed the exarbitant Fees demanded by the Cuftom
Houfe Officers not to be fo heavily felt; the Trade in this Situ-
" ation would in the Courfe of that War have been nearly annihi-
lated, but for the Excrtions of the fucceeding Commanders of

the Squadron on the Statian.

While the Fifher;r dependxed upon the Laws and Cuftoms pre-
. vious to the A& of the 15th of George the Third, and fubfequent
Alts, near 14,000 Fifhermen.and Seamen from the Britith Domi-

nions in Europe were Annually employed.

. Since the Year 1789 they .do”not exceed 8,000; before t'iiat
Time the Fifh fent to the Markets was about 950,000 Quintals,
-which would average about Fifteen Shillings each Quintal. :

' Since, 700,000 Quintals will not average that Price.

From the Year 176 3 to 17735, the Fithery was in this State;
. from 1763 to 1769 it increafed ; from 1769 to 1775 it continved
nearly in the fame increafed State.

Since the late War, from 1782 to 1788, it incréafed ; from
1789 to 1792, though Peace, a véry great Decreafe, as defcribed
. by Mr. Newman, in’ Men and.Ships, with a greater Décreafe of -
- Four Ships froin Dartmouth, and Six from Exeter. ‘

The Markets will take a certain Quantity only: Before the
Laws of late Years, Matters were determined. according to the
Laws of England; fince that by Laws very oppreflive ;—before,
People’s Property was fafe ; fince, it is under continual Attach-
ments ;—before, no Fees of Office ; fince, Fees which amount to
Sums beyond the Poffibility of any Defcription. . .

Before the pafling the A¢ of the 15th of George the Third, and
the fubfequent Adts, a Fund was found fufficient, by the Methods
formerly taken, to provide for a Civil Eftablithment, which' was
done by Fines levied for Offences in the Courts of Seflion ; this can -
be proved by there being a very great Surplus in the latter End of
the Seafon 1785, when it was taken out of the Hands of the Juf-
tices, and placed in the Hands of the Sheriff ; the Expences of the
Roads, and every other. Public Expence, had been before paid for
the then current Year; and a Surplus of £.260. 8 5. was paid ovér
to the Admiral’s Secretary from the Juftice of the Peace; there was

- ' alfo

e
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alfo a further Sum of about £, 170, which was never accounted
for, the Perfon in whofe Pofleffion it was having been robbed of it
- by Houfebreakers.—And being atked, Whether the Fund from the
Fines, that. he ftated, now exift? he faid, He fuppofed it muft
exift.’ | ' ‘ L. .

With refpe@ to the Claufes in the AGt of the 15thof George
the Third, he begged Leave to refer to Mr. Newman'’s Evidence, and
further to add, that, with refpect to the taking People’s Pofleflions on
the IHland of Newfoundland, that in War, if a Perfon fhould be
captured in going to Newfoundland, it adds Calamity to his Mif~ -
fortane, and will caufe an’ Increafe of Refidents by the Advantage
of Poflefiion. ‘l - :

" Refpecing theClaufe for the Cuftom Houfe Fees; this Claufe
feems intended to fupport the Fithery, it taxes Ships fitted out ac- .
cording to Law, and carrying all Sorts of Goods, with 2 5. 64.
" each, and the fame Fee of 2s. 64. at the Return from Newfound-
land with the Produce thereof;; ‘but that Ships diftreffing the Fithe-
1y by taking away theSupplies intended for its Support, (hall be liable
to the fame Fees, by an Act paffed in the 16th of George the Third,
as are paid in Halifax. The Payment of Half the Seamen’s Wages
was regulated by former As of Parliament, but in this Fithery it
requires fome little Alteration—the Fithermen and Seamen from
Great Britain, for the Ufe of their Families, requiring very large
Sums to be advanced. them in Cafh previous to their Departure,
and during their Abfence. ' ' C

Refpecting Irith Servants, it is different ; thefe People, being gene-
rally Strangers to their Employers, cannot expe@ an Advance in
Cath. The Mafter, being {ubjected to pay Half the Wages in
Bills of Exchange, hath caufed alfo. 2 great Increafe of Refidents
at St. John's: Setting themfelves up in Huckfter Shops, and
getting Licences for Public Houfes, it becomes a Receptacle for
Servants, who are frequently kept in a State of ldlenefs and In--
toxication, and for the Payment of the Caufes thereof are fecure
by the Bills they are to rece:ve from their Mafters; the Servants
have generally’ a running Account open with this Defcription of
People, fo that at the End of the Seafon nothing, but what has
been referved for their Paflage Home, is_frequently left of their
Wages. He remembers, when there was but only One Huckfter’s
Shop, and Twelve Public Houfes, each Merchant fupplying his
own Servants and Dependants, and was paid in the Balance. of

their Wages at the current Price of the Seafon.—And being afked,
\ g S ‘Whether
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Whether the Merchants do now fupply their Servants to the Ex-
tent of Half their Wages? he faid, He does not himfelf, on
"an Average, fupply them to the Amount of a Sixth Part of their
Wages, except to Green Men.—And being afked, Why not ? he
faid, Becaufe 'a great Number are ufually fupplied by thofe
. Huckfters, and he belicves not at a cheaper Rate.—And ‘being
atked, Why fhould the’Seamen prefer ‘being fupplied by. the
Huckfters to the Merchants? he faid, Thofe Huckfters are gene-
rally Irith, and it is the Irifh only who apply to them.—And being
afked, Whether then there are not Britifh Seamen fupplied by the
Merchant ? he faid, They are fupplied by their Employers with
Money to purchafe their Neceffaries before they embark ; fome

other ligtle” Neceffarics, they may want in Newfoundland- at the.
- Out Ports, they generally get from their Mafters, but at St.

John’s frequently from thofe ‘Huckfters, to whom they make
Payments by an Indorfement of the Amount, payable out of thé
Bills . they have reccived from their- Mafters : All the Scamen are
piid before they leave Newfoundland the Amount: of their
Balance.—And being afked, Does not the A& of the 15th prevent
the Merchant from f{upplying the Men with Goods to more than

Half the Amount of their Wages ? he faid, It does generally, ex-

cept in Green Men.—And being afked, May not the Huckfters
fupply them to any Amount with Impunity ? he faid, They do;
he"

ad paid many Thoufand Pounds in Bills, which have come.
from Huckfters in that’ Way.: Huckfters, and Pcople of every -
Defcription, that are not immediately employed in the Trade or.

Fifhery, muft be cenfidered as Burthens on the Fifhery.

With refpect to the ftopping Forty Shillings for each Man’s
Paflage Home, before this A& was in-Force there was a regalar
Method taken by the Traders, and which provided Freights for
their Ships from Europe and back; every Merchant provided a
Ship in England to carry out his own Scrvants, and thofe of the
Bye Boat Keepers with whom he was connected. Ships were
prepared alfo for their Rerurn back; moft Merchants had alfo a
Ship each, Ycarly«to Ireland, fer the Purpofe of carrying out
Fifaermen for thofe’ Boat Keepers' and Refidents with whom
he was connected, and alfo prepared a Ship for' their Return,
“the Men always. having a Choice to return in what Paffengers
Ships they pleafed; this caofed the Proprietors or Owners of
Ships 'to make proper Accommodations, in order to obrin 4
Preferei:ce.—And: being afked, Did it not often happen that the
Seamen had no Balance remaining from their Wages to pay a
Pafiage? he faid, It very frequently happened to Green Men,

' " ’ . fcldom

@
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:{fcldom to others.—And being afked, Did not the Mafter in that
Cafe bring the Men Home? he faid, Yes; it was ufual to provide a
Paffage for the Men Home; he had often given Men Paffages
' 'Home in thofe Cafes.—And being afked, How has that Claufe of
-the A& operated to change this Method? he faid, He does not
. apprehend it has made any Change, as no Compulfion was
neceflary : It is carried into Execution, he believes, -generally ;
Forty Shillings is deduéted from their Wages when' the. Paffage
amounts to that.—And being atked, Whether it is deducted
from the, Wages of the Winter Servants? he 'faid, They
always are from thofe in his Service, and he imagines from
thofe in every Body's elfe’s Service, but he has always re-
turncd the,Money flopped for-a Man’s' Paffage Home, whom
he has known to be hired as a Winter Servant for thofe engaged in
the Fithery,.or who have returned to England as One of the
-Ship’s Crew, or otherwife fatisfied the Matter of the Ship with _
whom they returned.—And being afked, Was that the general
- Pra&ice? he faid, He believes it is {o from the-County of D¢~
von; he knows no Inftance to the contrary. The Mafters of
. Ships who bring Paffengers confider this Paflage Moaney as their
.- Freight; and without afking the Paffenger whether or net, he -
" has the Means of Payment, take down the Mafter's Name whom
e ferved the laft Voyage; and apply for the Payment of the Paf-
fage to him in England. The Witnefs has known:Two Indtances’
-of Mafters, who did not referve the Paflage Moncy, compelled-to
pay the Mens Paflage by a Magiftrate in Dartmouth.—And being
afled, V/hether it was not then wfual for the Mafter to tgferve
Forty Shillings, in order to indemnify him{elf againtt fuch Calls ?
e faid, The Two Matters alludud to happened with Two Green
Men; who, from the Spirit of Contradiction, would not go in .
their Mafter’s Ships, which feldom happens.—Upon the Quettion
being repedted, he faid, It is ufoal to referve as much as the Paf-

fage cofts. The PaffageMoney varies according to the Price of the ) o

Seafon.—And being atked, What was the Average ? he faid, About.
" Twenty-four Shillings.—And being afked, 1f the Bill moved laft
Year had only propofed the current Price. of the Paflage to be

paid for cach Man, what Difference would it have made, to the

Mcichant, fuppofing him now never to make this Deduétion

from the Mens Wages, excepting with a View. to the Payment

of the Paflages ? he faid, It would in the Firft Place take from the

Merchants to much Freighit as the Ships would make Home

from: their-ovn Dependants, as thé Perfon appointed to receive it

woula caefzthe Men to go in thofe Ships, the Owners of which were

s immediate Dependants, or he- wogid birc Ships of a@y Clafs
sr Deferintion, proper or improper, if Lig pleafed, and facrifice the

i - , N Comfort
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Lomfort of the Servants : . So particular has he known the Trifh
Paflengers to be, that in 1783 a Ship belonging to Dagtmouth,

was loft going from Ireland to Newfoundland with” Paflfengers :

In confequence not an Irithinan would go as a Paflenger in any
Ship belonging to that Houfe for fome Time after.—And
befng afked, Was any fuch Power propofed to be given to the
Receiver by that Bill ?- he faid, He did not recolle&t any fuch
- particular Power, but he'is well convinced that. any Reftraints of

this Sort would be utterly objeCtionable to the Merchants, Boat
Keepers, and all the Servants throughout the TFifhery, and that

it would ultimately in a great Meafure tend to its Deftrucion.
—And being afked, Was not every Seaman left by that Bill to
.chufe his Pafiage in what Ship he pleafed? hé {aid, He knew
pothing to. the contrary.—And being afked, Were there not
‘Claufes enaéting, that every Paflage Ship fhould be fufficiently
fupplied with a given Quantity of Provifions? he faid, Yes;
at which he was totally aftonithed: It cannot be fuppofed that a
Ship waiting for Freight would not be accommodated with
that which fhould preferve its Freight, nor can it be fuppofed
" the Mafter of f{uch Ship would leave Newfoundland in a Situa-
tion that he muft expect himfelf to be ftarved; which muft be
the Cafe with him, as well as his Paffengers, if a fuificient Sup-

ply of Provifions is not put on Board.—And being atked, Did -

not the Merchants, on their Conftrucion of the Claufe for bring-
-ing Hoime the Men, apprehend the Effeéts he has ftated? he
faid, They all did.—And being afked, If 2 current Price was

paid, muft not it vary according to the Time the Man was dif- -

charged? he faid, He has known the Price of Paflages vary
Five Shillings or more in the Courfe of a Week ; that -he hds
a Ship of his own to go, in which the Servants in the Diftri¢t
and Neighbourhood would ‘a2t all Times readily pay Five
cor Ten Shillings more for their Paflage, than in any other
:Ship of that Neighbourhood : The Number of Irifh Paffengers at
. St. John’s laft Fall propofed to my Agent to give Ten Shillings

more for their Paffage than the Current Price, if he could con-
veniently have fent the Ship to Iteland with them.—And being

afked, Whether then, if the Current Price was paid to the Receiv- -
cr on the Difcharge of the Men, and no Paffage to be got at that

“T'ime, how was the Receiver to provide One, if the Price rofe?
he faid, Out of his own Pocket, he fuppofed.—And being afked,
Whether he thought any Regulation could take Place, which
wwould bring the Men Home at a lefs Expence, and better fecure
ithe Return of the Men to England, and give greater SatisfaGtion
to all Parties ? he faid, He knew of no Regulation in this‘In-

ftance,
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¢ Ttance, or in any other refpé&ing the Newfoundland Fifhery, by
-which it can be put on a better Plan than Cuftom had brought it
to, previous ¥ the A& of the 15th of George the Third.—And
being afked, Whether the Number of Refidents, from the roth
and 11th of William to the 15th of George the Third, has
encreafed.? he fzid, Undoubtedly they have encreafed.—And be- -
.ing afked, How then did he ‘meap, - that the Plan eftablithed by
Cuftem. was {ufficient for the Prevention of that"Evil? he faid,
'He does not apprehend- it ws intended at firft to have been pre-
vented altogether.—And being afked, Had the Encreafe been
gredter than can be accounted for by the natural Courfe of Popu-
Jation ? he fzjd," No. o . ‘ :

" -In the Year'1775, Mr. Dunn, being Colle€or of the Cuftoms,
.and haying feen the Bill to be brought then before Parliament
to regulate the Newfoundland Fithery, he obfcived with great
Anxiety, a Reducion of what he thought the Emoluments of his
Oflice, and through the Interelt of his Friends procured an addi-
tional Salary for himfelf and the "Comptroller, in lieu of Fees,
:and exprefled thofe Scatiments to the-Witnefs at Newfoundland ;
the told him alfo, that it would be in his Power to colleét Fecs
from thofe Ships who fhould even take on Board Ouak Staves for
Dunnage, that not being the Produce of Newfoundland. Mr.
Dunn’s Idea was, and which he exprefled to him, that Ships in this
Fithery; navigated according to Law, might import Goods for the
Purpcies- of the Fifhery, with no further Expence than a Fee of
2s. 6d, tc the Cuftom Houfc: And he alfo confidered that Ships.
which carried nothing off’ the Ifland but Fith and Oil were liable:
alfo to pay no more than 2. 64, ' |

That the Witnefs paid himfelf in the Year 1790 for One Ship-
which was navigated according to the A¢t of the 1oth and r1th
.of William the Third, which, carried no Goods there but for
the Purpofes of the Fithery, nor brought aay Thing from New-
feundland, but Fith and Oil, and Paffengers, £. 14. 17 s.~this Ship
took Three Cargoes from Newfoundland that Year; Two to Por- ~
tugzl, «nd One to Ireland-and England: That he paid, for a
Sioop of 2bout Sixty Tons Burthen, in the. Year 1791, which
went from Ldndon to Newfoundland, and from thence to Spain,
L-5. 35.—{be tcuched at Two Ports in Newfoundland : "That he
has paid for {undry Ships, which have been fitted out for the.
Banks, and have fir{t landed Goods at Newfoundland, extraordi-~
nary Cullom Houfe Fees, which the laft Two Years he refufed
to do, merely that the Matter might be brought to Iffue’

That
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““That he-préfumes to-confider a Ship fitted out for-Newfourid- -
Hand, loaded with Neceffaries for.the Fifhery, acé baving a Fifhing
:Certificate, to be-a Fithing Ship : For-the Defeription he referred
“your :Committee to_ the A¢t of William the Third; at"which -
“Time, and .for many Yéars after; there was'no fach Thingasa © .
- :Ship-fithing on the Banks; for Fifhing Ships were always under- = ..
.ftood 'to be thofe whofe Crews were for the Boat Fithery, ™~ - -

. - That he had once'a Converfation® at .the Admiralty about thefe . -
- Fees, and was interrogated byLord Howe, refpeting thé Annual
" .Amount of them ; his Anfwer, was, that if the Fees wereregulated
'by Law, according to the Idea of -the then Collector and-Comp- ’
* troller, that he would readily farm them for any Period ; that the' -
Fifhery might. exift at its former Extent, at Two thoufand 2 -~
‘Year.~And being afked; Were “any-of the Ships 'dlluded to - -
+ -attually employed in the Fifhery.? he-faid,s Thofe- he alluded .
. to, :for which' he paid ‘extraordinary Fees,. which “Fees: he
" has fince ‘refufed” to pay, ‘were Banking Veflels, .but .the
“others: ‘were not-employed’ in- the ‘Fifhery.~—And: being atked,
““Whether on thofe" laft-mentioned. Veflels were Fees :demand- ..
«ed, on their laft- clearing out,_ after they had beén Banking, or
-only: before ? he faid, It is impoffible to diftinguith; all Houfes .
pay their:Fees at* the End of the Seafon, on an ‘Account being
-~ fent from the Cuftom Houfe,. which. expreffes in One Line'the ;. .
Fees: of -each Ship; without . ftating for! what' Parficulars.—And . .-
<being afked, Were the Fees paid for 'fuch Ships -as :large as thofe - -
';pdid for Ships that did not Bank .atall?"he faid, The Cufiom
-Houfe Officers. fay they receive-only Half Fees.~—And being afk~ -
J-ed, to what Court could the Merchant applyin Newfoundland, = .
~4f he thought himfelf aggrieved by the- Overcharge 'of Cuftom @
Houfe Fees? he'faid, To the'Court' of Vice Admirally,” With =~ -
refpec’to the Court of Vice Admiralty, that Couft, by the A& of,  ~
the isth of the prefent King, was- authorized to hear ‘and-deter~ '
‘mine Forfeitares’ incurred’ in* Newfoundland'; ‘which. Authority
. was agin wkenaway by the 26th of ‘the ‘prefent King,. on.an |
" Applicitivn frem -the Trade, - which . proceeded ‘from® the then . ; .
Judge of Vice Admira]t\(i'fimpoﬁng~ixhpi'pgcgi,'Fees, ‘fpgtr;iculazjly S

. on ihe Servants -and 'the lower Clafs of People.: "Half a’ Guinea, '
.. for Inftance, was charged:inftead ‘of Halfa ‘Crown’ for'a common
. Summons ; ‘and the’ Witnéfs has ‘been told, that his Charges have
been frequently to the:Amount of £, 20" and upwards, on Mat= |
ters which in a. Court’ of Common Law ‘could not ‘haye coft. -
 Yorty Shillings: And-the Trade beg Leave to flate, that any Per- '
+4bn holding the Office of Judge of the Vice Admiralty isa 'propér A

' Perfon'to be appointed'as Magiftrate. .
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" Mr..JOHN THOMEY being .called in: and .examined,
faid, That he’was lately a- Merchant-carrying on Trade. and Fith-' |
“ery-from-Great Britain to the Ifland ’of Newfoundland, but is now- = -
* ;an Agent for the Affignees to his Eftate and Effects ; and begged: . .~ -
... Jucave to. deliverlinto your: Committee the Account ‘which. he: s
received from - the “Sheriff of -St. John’s, which he has diffe(ted,
1o fhew. at One View:the ‘enormous Charges'made by the Sheriff,
.the -Frauds he commiited, and:the Lofs the: Eftate fuffained °
. .-+ from his Mifmanagement,:by which it will appéar that the Charges - :
.~ «* amounted g0 L.574. 65 47d. the Frauds to £.339.-114.7d.2nd °
‘ “the Lofs by Mifmanagement to £.1,715. 45.'54: i and all thefe Sums
fell on Effecs; the neat Proceeds of which were:only £.45237. 45
" 10d.:’And hiebégged Leave: to flate to your Comimittee, that;inSep-
- tember laft, hie prefented 2 Memorial-to John Reeves, Efquire, fet- .
- ting forth that he'could not prevail on: the Sheriff to"give him
-any -Account whatever of the .Effeéts fold ;- and “prayéd that an
., - Order.might be" given .to the Sheriff to render ‘to:the Witnefs a
.., true-Statement ‘of . thé fame: He-alfo prayed, that Two Writs of
+ . ‘Execution, which he, the Witnefs, had . obtained- the preceding.
. " Year; and for .which he.paid Fees to. the. Court’ [.s4. i5s.
. '~ 6d. might go forth in Executjon, ‘againft. the -Debtors to the
. " Eftate. ‘The Judge ordered af{ Account to be'made out by the,
- ~.~_ Sheriff; and informed the Witnefs that,. unlefs e would take . -
* out new Writs,, no Attachment ‘thould . take .Place.. ~The She~ - '
‘:7iff -did not, deliver'in his'Accaunt. till the Third of November, '
- when there was. no Perfon in Newfoundland that could-take Cog- - |
nizance -of the Bufinefs, -the. Judge, having left the.Hland.  The ~.
.- . Witnefs therefore could only ftate by Letter to"Mr. Reeves-how. .
. cruelly he had been treated, to ‘which'Letters he has ‘never been' - | .
. ~favoured with a Reply. . Andthie Witnefs begged Leave further to"
. ftate, that, as thic Judge would not fuffer the. Wits'to go to Effects,
. ... for which he had paid Fees to’ the Court.thé preceding Year to'the
', . Amount.of £54. 155 6, he declined taking any new Ones out, .
. **"_-thinking the Expences of the Writs,.and the Sheriffs Charges for,~*. ’
. -Attachments;  would ‘eat’ up: the'Whole-that: miglit_be attached;— |
~ “The Particulars .of the Cafe are -ftated, to.fhewto 'thi Committee-- , -
Lo Nthekl;,pf’sﬁiﬁainéd, and the Neceffity. there is fora‘Table 6f Fees to -
.. 'be-inany future:Ac of Parlidnent that ‘may’ be pafled relative.fo .
., ‘the Judicatire of the Ifland' of Newfotndland ; al{o, that an Ap- -,
-+ "peal fhould be 'to. the Courts in°Englind. Al thefe Proceedings™ .,
<1, commenced in the Court of Civil. Jurifdiction 1791.>) .~ < " |
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As to the Trade and Fithery of Newfoundland the W:tnefs
begs  to refer to the chrefcntanons made_ by, Mr. Newman™
and Mr."Ougier, Y wfxo have the’ Serititié Ehts of the' T»ra&efofiﬂttﬁol
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The ESTATE of JOHN THOMEY and C, in“Accouint with HENRY PHILLIPS, Shenff

D" c.
1791. : 1791. : Quls,
Nov. 17. | To paid Thothas Rufell  —  — — | 23 14 — By Rich! Valentine, == 250 Fithya.14/2 — | 177 1 8 |
1. | Paid John Thomas's Paffage  — — 2 -—- « Williém Danfon, 250 1* — 14/1 — 176 — 10
19. Jchn"l\‘i‘Kie, paid him —_— = — 10 ~m — D° = e = == 00D — 14/2 — 354 34
~ Martin Davron, p:ﬁd him — - 4 — — ) i D° - — — = 500 o= 14/7 — | 36411 8 J
i 49 Sets of Exchange fent Charles Garland, , ) ’ D° e — — — 00 o — | 36411 8
Efg. for Servants Wages —_ — | 8§37 14 — © D — — — — 500 - o 364 11 8
Maurice Walfh, paid him - — g —— — D' = e — — 04 —14f2 — 144 10 —
John Mcaning —_ - — | 1316 10 Hugh Rowe and Son, 1,200 a. different Prices 563 6 8
28, a Scts of Exchange fent C. Garland, for ‘ R - ‘
~ S. Wages - — — — | 40 17 6 - 3,904 Quls.
4D° — . = for Paffuges to Ireland | 200 — — William Danfon, 456. == 9/6 — | 216 12 —
Decem. 12. _'4_ D' - e — Do te— | 34— — William Henderfon, 215 . — 9‘/ — 96 1§ —
8"’00 — —  for Servants Wages ~{205 1 6 William Danfon, for § the Friendfhip — 210 SN N
i 6D — — — D D | 60— ~— ‘Decem. 24. Net Proceeds of fundry Goods fold at H.
John Hartery — e — 14— — ‘ . Grace — — - - 1,253 1§ IO
Difference in Irith Exchangé  ~=- ~1 41 4 6
joh’n Mearnon — — —_— 1] — - , 4327 4 10
4 D° S for Servants =~ — —_— - 15— & , }
1 Set Exchange, paid James O’Donald — | 16 15 —
1 D° — — — Pauick Phelan — | 12 8 g <
) 1D - - — Ja;c Cook, Rent’” - 5§ 2. -
1D* — — —  John Moore, Dottor § — 7
1 1 D° — — — JohnCoftells | 20— —
{ D — paid Charles Garland, for Paffages | 26 — — ,
2 Sets Exchange, paid Hart and Eppes — | 540 4 33
1 Pt — —  Alex Cormack — 1 99 4 9
1D° — — —  Adam M‘Gafhand 183 § —
| So much paid — Cuftom Houfe = — | 89 10 — B
,Qo much paid —  Edward Elmes - — =1 44 17—
i Do = - G':csrgc and Rob*'Rofs = | 27 — 8 2
i Richard Ried — = 15 6 3
So much pail Rich* Valentine - -1 90 9 2
D° — Capt. Watfon, in Part of his Debt | 8oc — —
So much paid Lioacl Chancey, for Fees — 13 4
DY = Joha Roberts, for Hire of a Skift e . —
) from P. Gt Cove to H. Grace —_—1 1 7 - £ 4;3'27 4 10
O-
1.
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Sheriff.”

e

7.

’

St, John’s Newfoundland,
3d Nov. 17g2.

(Errors excepted)

‘The ESTATE of JOHN THOMEY and €, in Account with HENRY PHILLIPS,
So much pald Capt Watfon, Balancc of Ac. — 196 18 4 B}i Amouni:“brought over e = _ L] 4327 4 10 -
D> — Huoh Reeve and Son, Balance of - oo :
‘ ;hur Ac — — | 188 3 6 Balance - —_ ——
| D — Jofeph Bower, Balance of Ac. - 205 16 10 ~ - ' '
LT D = for appr.nﬁncr and delivering
: T 45675 Quls. Fifh, and collefting
£.2.452. 8. 3; the Amount ..
of faid Fifh — — | 42 1 3 .
Sundry Writs and Execptions  —  — — | 354 15 6 ’
Commifiion on Saies, for £. 4,286, — 4, a. 2% ¢
@C e - — — . = | 107 3—
Guaranteeing £. 3,626. 8. 4%, a. £.5. @' C. 181 6 % —
Paid Philip Ryan s Wages —_ — § I1 — ’ |
Paid Cuftom Houfe, for Br1° Fnend[hxp, Fees 2 12 6 .
44 Days Bailif’s Attendance. on Brig | .
‘ Fncndfhlp — - —_— 1 - — N
Cafh paid for removmg D, unbendingjher Sails, N
Gaurd and C° — - - 316 6 .
So much paid O’Brien and Hunt, Comr;uﬁ‘xon on - )
Irifh Bxll — — — \ B 6 17 7~
So much paid B. Short and Collyns, ¢omm1f- ‘ |
. fions on Englifh Bills — — § 1 =— .
Amount of fundry EXCCUUORS agam}t your
Eftate —_— —_ — — | §219 6
Timothy Gearing’s Paffage and Stock. — 3 5=
Alexander Newbury’s Coffin o —_| ~ 13 6
To fo much paid Luke Maddock —\ = 2514 3 i
Paid Jofeph Lowman, for his Expences| and '
Trouble for_felling the Property at Harbour
Grace. — — —_— - 17 10 —
Paid John Afh, by Order of the. Chief Juftice $ 810
Paid for Three Exprefies to Harbour Gracde |— 6 6 — .
4,287 12 7% -
< Balance — — 39 12 2%
| £ 5327 410 . |
. | . ' A L L) 4,327 "4 10
\ By Balance — -_ = 1|.39 12 2}
To paid George and Thomas Kough =1 4514 g By Michael Cafey .— — =} 15 7 9 |,
To paid Michael Forhan®  —  — —~ -7t 9 32| Balance due - — —| 62 4 1 :
. \\ L1174 —3 T 1T A

/

/

H. PHILLIPS Shcn&‘/

o

3 .

CHARGES

/
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| 'C‘P\IA'R GtS maac i;y ﬁlc §hcnﬁ" of St john 5, i ﬂkw-
foundland, in a Mattcr of Bankruptcy, in 1791 and 1792.

?ud for 'rpprzuﬁng Goods [PEUR— ,{,' 42 1 3
Writs. and Exccunons — 5445 4 |

Commiffion an Sales, £. 4..286 4 4 L
at 2§ ¢p C' . 107 3.—
Guaranteeingof the Bills thkcﬁ",' FC o 81 6 g
N.B..The Goods werc fokd. by public
Auction, with an cxprefs’ Condi-
tion, that the Purchafers fhould

wive Bills, with unexceptionable .-
lndorlcrs, which was done.

Paid for 44 Days Bailiff's Attendance’ — z,' e 11 =~ 2

«~ for ‘E'xccutions [ ) — 5219 6
foi flling Property - — = 17 10—
Paid a Conftable, ¢ Ord” oT]dag _ :
" Reeves — - - - 8§ 8 10
Paid for Exprefles - - ' — 6- 6 ....
Paid Deputy  Sheriff, Conﬁxblcs, and .
* Auctioncers —_ —_— e — 92 16 '3
574 0 4

ERRORS
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ER B 0 R S -in Sheriff”s Acc ', and for whxch 'he rcfuﬁ:d L0

account for.

So.muych faid: to be pazd to the Cuftom Houfe, and to

. Hart and Eppies — ¢ — ,(,' 89 10 — - |
D Rxchard~Reed - | = a5 16 3
Hugh Rowe and Son =~ C— 42 ,,5 4.
Rec® of “John Thomey, but not '
Credited @ ~ —_ . — 54 15 4 .
John KxEcrnan — § - _—
Error in cafting up Acc* - — 10 4 8

‘The Difference between the Money ftop-
ped to pay Paffages of Servants, and .
the Money the Sheriff paid for Paf-
fages in 1791 — - —_— 122 ——

)
Senmtn et A ——

D

£.339 i1 7

The
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The STATEMENT of the Lofs fuftained to the Eftate by

f,

. the Sheriff felling the Goods for the Fithery; at a Time when
the F ifhery was over, and the People gonc to ‘England,. &e. .

Thc Goods Whlch were then fold agreeable to Invento-
ry, were valued, before the Attachment took Place,and
after the Bankruptcy happened, at £, 3,069 ~ '3

The Neat Proceeds of thefe .quds,

when fold by the Sheriff, amounted
to but —_ - — 1,353 15 IO
The Lofs incurred — f.1,715 4 %

N. B. The whole Amount of the Effeés
_ of this Bankruptcy, on which

there have been fuch Charges,

IFrauds, :md lem"maﬂement, was

but o Le4,237. 4. 10,

el

nt
T

I3

And the Witnefs being further cxamined, was afked, How
long he had carried on the Trade ?_who faid, Elghteen Years.— °
‘And being atked, Was the Fa iture of his Concern (in his own

Opinion) occafioned by the general Decline of -the Trade ? 'hé

faid, He thought"it did.— And being afked, Was lefs Fifh

mur'ht ? he fuid, Yes, in our Bay. —And being afked, Was lefs

. Fiff fold ? he faid, He could not tell. —And bcmg atked, Did he
ever know the Cuftom Houle Officers fit as Juftices of the Peace in
any Calc where their Fees or the Revenue itfelf was concerned ?

he faid, He could not recolleét.—And bcmg afked, Whether he
meant to enter the Trade again? he faid, He does.—And being

afked, XVhether his. Concernt at Ncwfoundland was not folvcnt )

1. ‘ -P when

Vo
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" when his Partner broke at Briftol ? he I'aid,‘ Ie though’t it vﬁas,

‘but it did not turn out fo.—And being atked, Were not the Ef-

fe&s fufficient to pay-all the Newfoundland Creditors? he faid,

They were.—And being afked, How then had it been a lofing-

Trade? he fid, There was enough to pay the Creditors in New-

foundland, but net thofe in England.—And being afked, Why then -

did he mean to return to a lofing Trade? he faid, In Hopes the
Fifhery may prove better in future.—And being atked, Did he
enter into the Trade with any Capital of his own? he faid, His

" Partner had a-Capital of Four or Five thoufand Pounds, and he

‘had about Three hundred Pounds when he entered with him;

his Partner was concerned in fome other Trade.~~And being

~ afked, Was that other Trade a lofing One? he faid, He believes
not.’ - - | :
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