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CHAP. XX.

Leave the continent vf Afia:^ and direSi

our courfefor that of" America—tranf^

anions in Norton Sound—continue to

trace the coafl till our progrefs is flopped

by thefioalnefs of the water—arrival at

Vnalafchka.

AT half paft five the next morning

(Sept. 5th), we law land bearing

S. E. by S. which we foon after bore a-

way for, with the wind N. by VV. At

feven, faw more land, miaking like a

hummock, and bearing S* \ E. At eight,

our depth of water was twenty fathom,

and foon after we paffed a dead whale,

upon which great numbers of gulls and

petrels were regaling. At noon, we had

frefh breezes, and the weather became

hazy : our foundings were eighteen fa-

thom. At half paft five, faw more land

Vol. II.
, , B bearing
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bearing S. E. and at feven we hauled up
to E. N. E. At twelve, we increafed our

foundings to twenty fathom.

The weather at four the following

morning (Sept. 66h), was fair, our courfe

was N. E.by E. and the wind N. by W.
We foon after faw land bearing from N.

9 deg. E. to N. 17 deg. E. The ex-

tremes at eight bore N. 7 i deg. W. and

N» 7 T E. At eleven, we were becalm-

ed, and at noon our latitude was 63 deg.

57 min. N. when the higheft part of the

land, making in a peak, boreN^ 12 deg-

W. At eight, we faw the ifland (Sledge

Ifland) we anchored under on the 6th of

Auguft, which now bore N. 27 deg. W,,

feveri or eight leagues diftant ; our found-

ings were thirteen fathom, and at twelve

they decreafed to eleven and a half,.

Our cburfe, at four the next morning,

was N. byW. the wind N. E. and the

weather fine and plcafant. At eight,.

Sleoge Ifland bore ^f. 59 deg. W. and at

upon N. 74 deg. W. our latitude being

5 \ 64 deg.
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64 <leg« 15 V^^^' N. and foundings tin

fathom, tvith a muddy bottom. At four/

tjur cdurfe was N; E. the wind W. when

Sledge Ifle bore S. 86 deg. W. At nine,

we faw a fire ort the fhore, and foon ^fter

two or three Americans put off in their

canofcs. Captaih Cook feeing this, order-

ed the fhips to lay-to, that they might

the more eafily overtake us; but they

would not venture near, but (houted and

hallooed for forae time, and then return-

ed to the {hore. At half paft nine, we madef

fail, and ftood to the eaftward, ourdiftance

from the land being five miles. At ele-

tcn, we hauled more in fhore, and at

twelve our depth of water was thirteen

fathom.

Sept. 8th. At one in the morning,

having but very light winds, and the fhips

drifting in fhore, we dropped our anchors,

and found a tide of current fetting to the

W. S. W. at the rate of a mile an hour.

Sledge Ifle now bore W. 9 deg. S. and

the eaftermofl land N. 53 deg. E, At

B 2 five,
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five, we weighed and made fail, keeping

a N. by E. courfe, with the wind at W.
At eight we had nine fathom, with a

muddy bottom, and faw many white por-

pufles about. At eleven, we bore away

to E. N.E. the wind being W.S.W.
At noon, our latitude was 64 deg. 21

min. N. when the eaftern extreme bore

N. 65 deg. E. At four, the extremes of

the land bore N. 59deg^E. andN. 87 deg.

W. our diftance from the neareft about

four miles. At five, were pafling a deep

bay, formed by the eafl:ern extreme, as fet

at noon, and another point, which at

four, bore N. 2 deg. W. At feven, we

were abreaft of the eaft point, at about

two miles diftance, and hauled round Itr

carrying regular foundings from fifteen

to thirteen fathoms. At eight, we had

frefh breezes, with dark, cloudy weather,,

and foon after let go our anchors ; the eafl

point of the bay bore S« 37 deg. W. and

the northermoft land in fight N. 2 deg.

E. This part of the coail was high, though*

{
not
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not remarkably fo ; that next the fea was

in fome places very rocky, in others low

and level, and well covered with verdure,

but there was no appearance of wood.

^ ' We got up our anchors at four the

next morning, and proceeded in a N. N.

E. diredtion, and foon after faw land to

the eaftward, appearing like two ifles.

At fix, we faw more land to the N. by

E. and at half paft feven fhoaled our wa-

ter to feven fathom ; we therefore hauled

more in fhore, and kept a N. by W. 1

W. courfe. We now obferved plenty of

trees of the fir kind upon the fides, but none

near the fummits of the hills ; in fize they

appeared to be equal to thofe of Sand-

wich Sound. At nine, the weather be-

came very thick and hazy, but at half

paft it cleared up, and we bore away. At

ten, captain Cook made the fignal for the

Difcovery's large cutter, whffch, in com-

pany with the Refolution's, was fent a-

head to found, and foon after the Difco-

very, as drawing the leaft water, was or-
A

B 2 dered-1
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flered to take the lead^ our foundings

being from eight to five fathoms. We
icontinu^ ilanding on till three, when^

having only four fathom and a half, the

Refolution hauled up to. the S. S. E. and

fired a gun, as a fignal for the Difcovery

to do the fame : the boats were likewife

ordered to return. We found the water

had a great degree of freftinefs in it, and

was befides not near fo heavy as fait wa-.

^er, three ounces of this being fleve^

grains lighter. At four, our foundings

were four and five fathopis, and a re-

markable fmooth, but rocky humrnock*

bore N. 13 deg. W. four or five miles

diflant : this hummock captain Cpok call-

ed Bald Head. At fix, we deepened

our water to fix fathom, and fpent the

remaining part of the night upon our

$acks.

. ' At four, the extremes of the eaftern

land bore N. E. i E. and E. S. E. and

]Pald Head N. 4 E. At feven, we were

very near th^ ihore, which afforded but

\' kittle
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little profped of a harbour : the fides of

the hills were well clothed with trees,

which appeared to be all of one fpecies.

At eight we bore away, our courfe S. S.

W. th€ wind N. a'nd at nine boats from

both (hips were fent to explore the (hore.

Our obfervcd latitude to-day was 64 deg.

33 min. N. when Bald Head bore N. 35

deg. E. and the extremes of the eaftern

land S. 85 deg. E. and N. 49' deg. E.

At two in the afternoon, the boats re-

turned, with an account of having found

a tolerably convenient watering place, and

that a fupply of wood might be procured

without much trouble, as the beach was

in many parts covered with abundance of

drift-wood, which fiiited our purpofe

much better than any we could cut. The

fhore w^as fo ftrait as not to afford the

leafl fhelterfor our veflels, but they might

ride pretty fecurely in five or itx fat"

thorns,^At the diftancc of four miles from

the ihore. They faw great plenty of

whortle-berrics and cran-berrics, and

'V

)

B 4 brought
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})rqught fome red currants on board^

which were given to the captain, and

near a boat load of grafs for the few re-

maining goats. The place did not apr

pear to abound with birds, for they ob-

ferved only a few woodpeckers (picus fri>-

ila£iylus) among the trees, and fome fhags

upon the Ihore. The natives had been

there very lately, which was evident from

the print of their feet in the fand, but

they faw nothing of them. Many of

the inland hills were afolid mafs of rock,

without even the leaft particle of foil

upon them. Captain Cook not altoge-

ther approving of this place, the boats

were got in, and both fhips flood towards

•the eaftern land. At half part feven, our

courfe was N. W. by W. the wind N.

by E. Bald Head bearing N. 24 deg. W.
and the extremes of the eaftern land N.

.7 deg. W. and N. 13 deg. E. our diftance

from the fouth end of it four or five miles,

and diftant land feen over this, extend*-

.jpg a§ far as E. S. E. At eight, we an-

., ,'
, V ' chored

il'
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chored for the night, about three milet

to the fouthward of the eaftern land, in

nine fathom of water, and found a tide

running to the S. S. W. at the rate of a

knot per hour.

At half paft three the next morning

(Sept. nth), we got up our anchors, and

having made fail, proceeded in a N. W.
by W. diredion till half paft fix, when

we tacked and ftood E. N. E. At eight,

the fouth end of the land we anchored

under laft night (which was generally-

taken- for an ifland, but which we now

found was joined to the main by a neck

of low land) bore N. 45 4^ deg. W. five

or fix miles diftant. This, which made

in a bluff cape, was called Cape Denbigh.

At nine, the Refolution tacked, having

got near a fhoal ; but the Difcovery (land-

ing on, and not feeing her danger, a jack

was hoifted at the fore top-gallant-maft-

head, and a gun fired, as a fignal, upon

which fhe like wife tacked, but not before

ihe was within two cables length of the

fhoal.

"V*:,,,
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flioal. At twelve, both vcffels dropped

their anchors, our latitude being 64 deg.

19 jnin. N. We were now in a large

bay, feparated from that of ycfterday by

a ridge of moderately high land, and ter-

minating, as obferved befor^ in a rocky

bluff (Cape Denbigh), which bore N. 52

deg. W. three miles diftant; the other,

or eaftern point of the bay, was formed

by a hummock (which we afterwards

found was detached from the main) bear-

ing S. 51 deg. E. The land at the bot-

tom of the bay was in fome parts com-

pofed of very low land, in others it was

of a' confiderable elevation ; the whole

had aflumed a brown hue, occaGoned by

the plants, &c. which at this feafon of

the year, were decaying very faft. At

two in the afternoon, boats well manned

were fent on lliore, for the purpofe of

cutting wood, of which we faw great

plenty upon the beach. The fides of

the hills, which were of a very gradual

afcent, were well clothed with birch and

,
willows,

h^

i\
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willows, but they were fmall in fize ; a-

^ong thefe were great numbers of red

juid black currant trees, with plenty of

fruit. The higher parts and fummits of

the hills were almoft entirely covered

with crow an^ whortle-berries, which af-

forded a moft pleafmg and falutary re-

paft to every one on board. Upon dif-

ferent parts of the beach, under the hills,

were feveral huts, but in a very ruinous

condition ; from their appearanccr we

fuppofed tiiem to be ere«i^ed merely for

the temporary employment of fifliing

:

they were built of drift-wood ; the roofs,

which were almoft fl^t, with a hole in

the middle for the evacuation of fmoke,

were fupported by four ftout polls ; the

hearths were placed immediately under

this hole i on each fide, and at the far-

ther end, were benches, elevated from the

|)ottom about five or fix inches, and cover-

ed with dry grafs, upon which the natives

fit and flecp. In and near the huts were

fcattered fifli and other bones, apparently

tlioie
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tkoC^ of birds ; in one was found a pair

of fnow (hoes, and in another feveral

pieces of deers horn. The entrances to

them all were iheltered from the S. E.

winds, and, upon that part of the fliore

which was expofed to it, there were no

huts, which renders it probable that thofe

winds prevail and blow violently during

fome feafons of the year. The boats

were foon loaded, but we found great

difficulty in getting them off, on account

of the little depth of water, which oblig-

ed us to heave a good deal of our cargoes

overboard. The head of the bay is en-

tirely furrounded by a flat which runs

fome diftance from the fhore, and even at

three and four miles diftance there is only

four and four fathoms and a half. It was

near nine before the boats got on board,

and, during their abfence, many of the

inhabitants had been alongfide, of whom
were purchafed dried fifh, berries of feve-

ral kinds, bows and arrows, and other

articles in the curiofity-way. They ap-

peared
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peared very plump and full of flefli, had

ornaments in a hole on each fide their

under-lip, and had thofe bladder-like

jackets over their other apparel, which

confided principally of the (kins of mar-

tins and the fpotted field-mice : their hair

Vf2is fhort and black, and their canoes:

, were like thofe of the natives of Una-

lafchka. The boats being cleared and .

hoifled in, we weighed and made fail,

fleering for the Ihore we left yefterday,

which captain Cook thought more con-'

venient in many refpeds than this, par-

ticularly in the article of watering, as we
here only found one fmall fpring, and

that was fituated near the top of a hill.

Our courfe the next morning (Sept..

I2th) at four, was W. | N. the wind N.

by E ; Cape Denbigh then bore E. | S.

four leagues dillant, and the fmall ifle or

hummock which formed the eaftern point

of the bay, and which was called Befbo-

rough ifie, S. E. by E. i- E. Our weather

was now fine and pleafant, with fcarce a

cloud

4



doud to be feeii. At eight, W6 Were ruii*

ning along (hore^ at about two miles di-

ibtnce, having from feven to five fathoms.

At eleven, the Difcovery came-to in fotif'

fathom ai>d a hjilf, with a hndy bottom^

and twc miles from the fhote. The Re-

fblutlon ftood off and on till three in the

afternoon, aAd then dropped her anchof •

fikewife, wjien Cape Denbigh bore N. 80

deg. E. Bald Head N. 32 deg. E. Beibo-

rough Ifle S. 80 deg. E. arid the twcj

points of the road N^ 16 (]teg. E. and S.

I I deg. E. off fhore a mile and a half.

All our boats were now got out, and the

carpenters, coopers, and empty cafks (ent

on fhore, and every body^ was foon im-

Hierfed in bufinefs. '

'September J3th. All hands employed

as yefterday. We found this part of the

world very pleafant : the whole face of

the country, iiotwithftanding its barren

afpe£t at a diftance, is covered with grafs,

and interfjperfed with groves of trees,

chiefly thofe of the pine and birch : of

the



( «5 )

she former we obferved only one fpecics^.

of the latter four. The low lands were

covered with various kinds of berries^

particularly crow and whortle-berries -,

and among the fhrabs we found th&

marfh ciilus {ledum palujire^ Lin.) which^

upon trial, proved a very excellent fub-

ititiite for tea, and was valued according- :

\j. The hill5 were of an eafy ifcent,

and froiA the tops of them was 1 fine

profpe6t inland, where the fpedator might

behold woods and lawns finely cOntrafted^.

with rivulets winding through theni'

ill various parts, rendering the fcene de-

lightful. Among the land birds, which

were neither various nor numerous, we
faw the chatterer, the three-toed wood-

pecker, the lelier red-poll, the yellow-

crowned finch, a fpccies of tit-moufe, the

large American bull-finch, and^ a fpecies

of crane. The latter generally were feerv-

in flocks, flew high, and were fo very

fliy ?s to :li»de our utmofl: vigilance.

The water ^ovvl were pufliins, fliags, and

a large

r--
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n. h.Tge fpecies of gull, totally white,-

Ivhich may poflibly be the /arus eburneus

mentioned in Phipps*s voyage, l, i.^

There were feveral huts upon the

beach, in every refpedt the fame as at the

other place. In the forenoon, our people

on ihorfe were vifited by an old woman,

and a man, who appeared to be her fon ;

they brought many fine trout with them',

^hich were very gladly pufchafed. The

maa was a moft mrferable fpedacle, and

apparently eaten up with difeafe.

The 14th was fpent in the fame man-

ner as yefterday, till noon, when the Re-

folution hoifted a fignal for every one to

return on board. This part having been

laid down in fome charts (particularly in

that *very accurate little map prefixed to

the Ruffian Diicoveries in the Northern'

Archipelago) as an ifland, known by the

name of the great ifland Alatfchka, cap-

tain Cook was determined to put it be-

yond a doubt either the one way or the

o^heri and for that purpofe difpatched thi

great

I-

i
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great ciittdfs ci£ both fhips, well maririeai

armed, and vidualled, and under the com^

mand of lieutenant King, \^ith orders to

explore the fartheft part of the bay, or

found, we were in on the 9th inftant,

which was the only place Where he had

any doubt remaining. At five, both vef-

fels weighed, and proceeded towards the

other bay,, where captain Cook Jiropofed

waiting till the arrival of the boats. At

half paft eight, we anchored for the

nightj about five or fix miles from the

ihore; .. .:r :a/i
J

'fu -^ri^i

;

\'.-^.- v* .-.

We had fine, clear, pleafant weather

the next day (Sept. 15th), and at half

paft four got up our anchors, and pur-

fued an E. by N, and E. N. E* courfe,

with the wiiid at N. At noon, our ob-

ferved latitude "^vas 64 deg. 22min..Ni

when Cape Denbigh bore N. 78 deg. W.
two leagues diftant, and the eaftermoft

land S. 50 deg. E. At fix, we came to

in five fathom of. water, with a fandy

bottom. ,

Vol. II.
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.? The weather on the fixtecnth was e-

qually pleafatit with that of the 'fifteenth,,

and all hands were permitted to go affiorc

on liberty, and colled berries. Several

fliooting parties Were alfo formcd> who

met with tolerahlq fuccefs ; but captain

Cook, who was more anxious to afcertain

the longitude of the place, and to make

obiervations with the dipping needle,

than to enter into parties of pteaftrfe, re-

mained on board till near evening, and

then juft indulged himfelf with a walk

on fhore. At eight in the eventng,^ the

boats returned, with an account of the

wh®le l)€ir^ a continuation of the con

-

tinent:'-^ ,'-iu;j.'r.j*; ii;u tps }trj^ Vioi jie-}

?'' At fix the next morning, we got up

-our anchors and made -fail, our cdurfe

ibutherly, the wind E by S. and E. S. E.

It was now captain Cook's inteotion ta

'trace the land from hence to the fpot

where he loft his anchp^ on the 1 9th of

July, and then proceed to Unalafchka.

Our obferved latitude was 64 deg. la

n .
mm^

t \

I ''If
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min. N. and ai; feven wc were abrcaft of

Befborough Iflc, between which and the

main we propofed going, but in the fpace

of ten minutes we flioaled our water from

ten to four fathoms and a quarter, fo of

courfe tacked (hip and flood S. W. our

diftance from the ifland being three quar-

ters of a mile. We obferved a low point

of land running from it, upon which

was much drift-wood and two or three

houfes, but we faw no figns of inhabi-

tants. At twelve, we altered our courfe

to N. N . E. 4 E. the wind as before. - . -

At two in the morning (Sept. 1 8th),

we tacked and ftood S. E. by S. and S. E.

and at four Befborough Ifle bore N. 4 E.

three or four leagues diftant. At fix, the

land extended as far as S. i6 deg. W. and

at eight, our foundings were nine fa-

thom and a half. The land in this place

was moderately high, the weftermoft

point making, in a bluff. At half paft

ten, the Refolution hailed the Difcovery

to take the lead, and make for aa open-

C 2 ing
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ing between the main and an iila/tdf

which was called Stewart^s Idand, and

dur boats were fent a-head to fouid; but

feme time after, they made the figrid of

four and three fathoms and a half, and

confequently we hauled our wind to the

weftward. Our obferved latitude was 63

deg, 39 min. N. At eight we wore fhip

and ilood to the northward, and at ten

brought-to for the night.

At half paft five, we bore away to the

weftward, with the wind at N. E, and at

feven our courfe was S. W. our foundings

feven fathom. At ten, we fhoaled to five

fathom, though nearly out of fight of

land, which obliged us to haul ftill far-

ther off. At noon we had freih breezes,

on which account we hauled our wind, as

we were fearful of being entangled among

the ftioals, which in this part were very

numerous. Captain Cook now finding^

it impoffible to trace the coaft any farther

on account of the great fhallownefs of wa-

ter, deteymincd to give it up, and proceed

a to
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to the Ifland of Unalafchka, where he In-

tended to take a full fupply of water, if

no other convenient place occurred dur-

ing his paflage there. At one in the af-

ternoon, we faw the land extending from

N.N.W. to N.W.;W. diftant twelve

leagues, which part of the coaft captain

Cook called Point Shallow Water ; and

at half paft three the Refolution bore a-

way, fleering a W. courfe. At four, the

extremes of the land bore N. I- E. and N.

60 deg. W. our foundings being ten fa-

thom. At fix, the Refolution altered her

courfe to W. S. W. when we had twelve

fathom. At feven, we faw Sledge Ifland

bearing N. 64 deg. W. ten leagues diftant,

and at nine altered our courfe to S. W. by

W. with the wind at N. N. E. and N. E.

We had fine pleafant weather the beft

part of the next day, with flying clouds,

and at four in the morning faw the land

from N. by E. to N. by W. At eight,

the high land to the N. E. off the ifle we

anchored under the 8th inftant, bore N.

C3 I i p..
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1 I E. diftant twenty- three leagues. At

eleven faw land bearing S. S. W. I W.
and at twelve we had frefh breezes, with

thick fnow fhowers. Our foundings at

three in the afternoon were thirteen fa-

thom, and at four the land, which proved

to be an ifland, bore from S. 29 deg. W.
to S. 50 deg. \V. and a low hill on a track

of low land N. 35 deg. W". three or four

leagues diftant. At fix, we bore away to

the fouthward, ftanding down the eaftern

fide of the ifland, at about two miles di-

ilance, a clufter of high rocks bearing S.

5 deg. E. As we were now in a fea

which we were totally ignorant of, and

probably furrounded in a manner by

iflands, which might have the dangerous

circumftance of flioal water annexed ta

them, captain Cook's ufual forefight and

prudence induced him to think of laying-

to for the night, and at eight both (hips

brought-to, main-top- fail to the maft, the

high rocks bearing S, by W. four or five

.4 -. - . , miles

If
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wiles diftant, and the fouth end of th-s

iflandW. S. VV.

At fix in the morning C^cpt. 21ft), we

bore away, our courfe W. and W. N. W.
the wind N. by W. and the weather

•cloudy, with frequent fquall«, our found-

ings twenty fathom. The ifland extend-

•ed from. N. 61 deg. W.to N. 80 deg. W.
and the rocks S. 82 deg. W. diftant thre€

leagues. At half paft, we faw more

land, the foutji point (bearing S. 62 deg.

*W*) trendihg round to the weftward.

At eight our foundings were feventeen

fathom, and we faw many fhags,,and

fome flocks of geefe, which (except their

wings^ were entirely white j we alfo ob-

fcrved two ravens or crows. The land,

which now had the appearance of three

diftindl ifler), bore from N. 13 deg. \V.

to S. 65 deg. W. and the rocks N- 2f

deg. Wl our diftance from the fliore be-

ing three leagues. At half paft ten, we

found the whole to be one ifland, but

joined by very low land, and foon after

2'C 4. -^
.

:^' ^ ^'f^ we
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wc bore away to S. S. W. the wind be-

ing N. N. E. Our obferved latitude wag

62 deg. 58 min. N. and at one the wind

(^hanged to N. W. our courfe S. W. the

depth cf water being very irregular, from

thirteen to eight, ten, and twenty-twq

fathoms. At eleven, we brought-to,

havirig frefh breezes, with ftjualls and

fliowers of fnow and flpct.

The weather the next day, ?ept. 2 2d,

was cloudy, with moderate breezes froni

the N. W. and W. N. W. attended with"

fiyjquerit ihowers of fnow. At foui, we

bore away, our courfe S. and S. by W.
At eight, our depth of water was twenty-

five fathom. Towards noon, the weather

cleared up a little, and we got an obfer-

vation, which gave our latitude 61 deg.

48 min. N. In the afternpori, we faw

grpat riumbers of gulls about. Our

foundings at eight we^e twenty-fcven

fathom, and at twelve they deepened tq

thirty-four. The thermometer tp-d^^

was from 35 T to 39 ^eg.

•f'l

ill
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At half paft five in the morning (Sept,

23d), our courfe being S. W. faw thq

Jfland we difcovered on the 29th of July,

and which, from the amazing flocks of

birds, we denominated Bird Ifland. The

extremes of it bore S. by W. and W. 4. S,

about ten leagues diftant, the whole ap-?

pearing as fix iflands. Our foundings

were thirty-two fathoms. At eight the

land had the appearance of only four

iflands, the extremes bearing S. 31 deg.

E. and S. 85 deg. W. At ten we were

running along the north fide, when wq
found that the hills, which made as £0

many difl:in6t ifles, were joined to each

other by low land, which feemed to form

as many peninfulas. The whole had a

inofl: defolate and barren afpedt, making in

moft parts in lofty, perpendicular, white

and brown cliff's. The hills, were en-

tirely dcftitute of foil, and probably were

compofed of folid rock. We this time

law only four or five puffins, as many

fea parrots, and a few gulls and fulmars.

'• ^ Our

/

' %

«^''
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Our latitude was 60 dcg. 23 min. N. when
the extremes bore N. 29 deg. E. and S.

^ur diftance from the neareft part two

miles. At two in the afternoon we bore

away to S. E. by E. the wind N. W. At

four we had thirty, and at twelve thirty-

fix fathoms, ,.,.

We had frefti breezes the next day,

which at twelve at ni^ht incrcafed to a

gale, with hard fqualU, which obliged us

to take in thtffecond reefs in our top-fails.

We were now totally out of the fi|;ht of

land. • - t-j

The gale continued to increafe the next

day (Sept. 25th), and blew with fuch vi-

olence, that we could only carry the main-

top-fail clofe- reefed, and the main and

fore-fail. We had a very heavy head fea

running, and in the courfe of the night

experienced frequent and heavy fqualls,

with fmall rain, fo thought it moft pru-

dent to get down our top-gallant-yards. «

The weather now became dark and

cloudy, with almoft continual fliowers of

fmall
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fmall rain, which rendered every thing

moft uncomfortable, and to add i\i\\ more

to our difagreeable fituation, the gale kept

up with equal violence, and drove us fafl:

towards the coaft of Afia, our courfe be-

ing S. by W. which, with the variation

and leeway, was little better than W. S.

W. Towards noon however it moderated,

and we were fortunate enough to get an

obfervation, which gave our latitude 58

deg. 36 min. N. and in the courfe of the

night we had ;v clear, ftarry fky, with mo-

derate breezes, our foundings being forty-

five fathom.

: The next day (Sept. 27th), wc had

light winds from the S. S. E. our courfe

eaft, and at eight our foundings were thir-

ty-nine fathoms. In the afternoon we

faw a few gulls and fulmars, and had thir-

ty-five fathom, with a muddy bottom.

The wind on the 28th became more

favourable, blowing from the S. S. W.
our courfe S. E. At eight we got up our

top-gallant-yards, and at noon we were

in latitude 58 deg. 4 min. N. In the after-

2 ' noon
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noon faw a whale, and many of the fmall

fpecies of auk, and towards evening one of

our people caught a land bird, which

proved to be the grey-butcher bird. At

eight we had thirty-eight fathom, and

in the courfe of the night we had fre-

quent and rather violent fqualls.

,. Our latitude on the 29th was ^y deg,

N. During the afternoon the weather

was ^leafant, and we (aw two whales and

many divers about. At eight our found-

ings increafed to forty- feven fathom, and

at eleven it became hazy, when we

loft fight of each other, but by repeating

fignajs we afcertained each other's fitu-

ation, and ut three the next mrning

joined company.
'"

'

The wind the next day (Sept. 30th),

was variable in the N. W. N. and N. E.

quarter, our courfe S. S. E. At noon we

had fifty-two fathoms, and foon after it

became calm. Some of our feamen got

out their hooks and lines, and caught

feveral cod and flat fiih. At four, a fine

,\^' .• • / .
• ^

f .
. breeze

i
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breeze fpning up from the weftward,

when we purfued ourcourfe.

The enfuing day was clear anjl pled-

fant, with flying clouds. Our latitude

was ^^ deg. 29 min. N. and we faw feve-

ral patches of fea-weed, feathers, &c.

which we looked upon as certain indica-

tions of the vicinity of land ; indeed we

expe(Sled to fee it every hour, as we knew

by our latitude and longitude that we were

at no great diftance from Unabfchka. At

half paft four the next morning, we de-

fcried that ifland extending from E. 4 S.

to S. 4. W. and the extremes of other

land to the eaftward, from N. E. by E.

l- E. to E. by N. our diftance offfliore be-

ing four leagues. Ai; eight we had light

breezes, and at nine it became nearly

calm, which, v^ith the tide being againft

\5S, rendered our progrefs very flow and

tedious. At noon our latitude was 54
deg. 4 min. N. the extremes of the eaft-

ern land bearing N. 78 deg. E. and S.

10 deg. W. thofe of Unalafchka N. 52

deg.
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cleg. E. and S. lo deg. W. and diftant

land to the weftward S. W. by S. our di-

ftance from the neareft (hore being four

miles. At one in the after.ioon we bore

away, before a fine little breeze from the W.
S. W. our courfe being N. N. E. and N. E.

Soon after three of the natives came along-

fide in their canoes, one of whom we re-

colleded feeing when here before ; he alfo

remembered us, and on that account re-

ceived feveral fmall prefents of tobacco

and beads, for which he returned us dried

fifh and berries, plenty of which he gave

us to underftand he had on i^ore. At

ihree we hauled in for an inlet, which,

as r/e proceeded up it, had the appearance

of a commodious harbour. At its en-

trance, it appeared to be fix miles acrofs,

and towards the bottom of it, upon a low

ridge of land on the weftern fide, was a

town, which feemed to be tolerably po-

pulous ; from this ridge a parcel of rocks

extended to fome diftance -, f^me were

barely above the furface of the water.

> , Behind

1
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BeKind this ridge there was the appear-

ance of a very fnug cove. The furround-

iftg hills were high, aivd fome had faow

upon their tops, -which poffibly might

have been there the whol? fummer. We
» ndeavoured to get foufndings, but could

not fucceed at fifty fathom ; which cif

-

eumftance, with the approach of night,

and the ledge of rocks above mentioned,

by no means induced us to flay there, but

on the contrary rendered it necefTary for

both (hips to make the beft of their way

out again, which they did as faft as va-

riable winds and an oppofing tide v/ould

jiermit them. 1 he Difcovery flxxjd off

and on for; the night, but the Refolution

ki'* Twirer in ihore, and at fix in the

«:,o ; :.r^ bore away for Samgatioodha har-

bour, wLichthen bore S. S. E. fix, miles

diftant, and at eight flie dropped Lq: an-

chor in feventeen fathoms ; the weft end

of mid-channel iile bearing N. N. E. 4 E.

^nd the harbour's mouth S. S. E. 4 E.

ijf' difc .ce from the weftcrn fhore about

:^^^jici,.l half
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liatf a mile. The Dilcovery did not af-s

Hve till one, when Ihe likewife anchored ;

and many of the natives brought us dried

fifh and berries of various kinds, and a

trade was foon opened on both fides. Irt

the night we heard the barking and howl**

ihg of foxes ; v^n the fhore* -rvi ^--itJx- .Ji./1-i •

,,.„^rc..; .u ..^LiJt'.^.^ *»fiJ^ ii'iW> ,s^fl/;^;i:n^i-;•C;

-•^ i f^,iw.!^- CHAP. XXi.K'^fji cf* V'l

.
" -.. / •

Tranfi^iom atid occurrences in the harbnuf

OCTOBER 4th, early in the morn-

ing, our empty cafks were got on

fhore, with the coopers \ and the obl'erva-

tories were ereded upon as convenient a

fpot as could be found; the coppers like

wife were fixed for boiling the blubber

we had brought with us from the norths-

ward. None of the inhabitants made their

appearance till eleven, when they came

with plenty of falmon, trout, and hallibut,

which they had juft caught^ - Some
*' **

brought
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brought berries -of different kinds, one

fpecies of which was very w^U flavoured.

In the evening feveral of the women paid

the fhips a vifit, and appeared perfedly

fatisfied with their r cj^^tion ; they ftaicl-

all night, and returned on fhore in th€
r

The next,day '(5th\ was cloudy, with

fliowers of 'fain, and fqualls from the

eaft. In the. morning our friends vifited

us as ufual, and three of them went into

the great cabbin, payingtheir refpeds at

entering, and behaved with a greater de-

gree of good manners than we could havd

fuppofed. Several trifles were purchafed

of them, after which they offered fnufF,

which they had in boxes, to every one in

the cabin. They gave us to underfl:and,

that they were vifited annually by the

Ruflians, and from the figns they made,

we rather fuppofed there were fome now
upon the ifland. This induced captain

Cook to fend the corporal of marines,

who was an intelligent man, with thefe

Vol. II. D people,
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people, to learn the truth, and if there

really were any, to beg they would accom-

pany him to the (hips. . >; .r j m- ^i,

The Refalution*8 people were very fuc-

cefsful to- day in hauling the feine, having

caught plenty of excellent trout, and a

very large halibut, which weighed two

hundred and fifty pounds, f, f,^..., ^.^ v'

The 6th was heavy, thick, and cloudy,

with heavy fqualls from the eaftward,

and continued rains till feven in the even-

ing. The next morning filhing parties

were fent out, and the feine was alfo haul-

ed, both which fupplied us plentifully

with fifh. In tne evening, the corporal

returned, and three Ruffians with him,

who brought two fifli pies as prefents to

the captains ; the rruft was made of rye-

flour, and the fifh was well-feafoned.

Thefe people behaved very well, and

appeared willing to give us any informa-

tion we defired, but unfortunately our to-

tal ignorance ofthe Ruffian language pre-

vented us from attaining any thing worth

notices
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ndviccj cohverfing by fignfi being but al

very imperfed method. We learned that

Kamfchatka produced but little corn, but

that veflels from Ochotfk fupplied them

plentifully : oxen likewife were tolerably

numerous, but fheep and fwine fcarce.

There are about twenty Kamtfchadalcs

and eight Ruffians upon this ifland, who

are poflefled of a tolerably good wooden

houfe, which is fituated in the bottom df

the bay we were Handing into on the

fecond inftant. They have alfoarms and

ammunition, and a fmall floop of about

fixty tons burthen. When they firft faw

the (hips in the bay, they were exceed-

ingly alarmed, and apprehended we were

Japanefe, whom, for fomereafon or other,

they are terribly afraid of. Thefe peo-

ple were to return to Ochotfk in 1 780, in

the floop above mentioned, and were to

be fucceeded by a frefti fet. They told

us, that there are upwards of four hun-

dred Ruffians, befides a great many
Kamtfchadales, formed into little fettle

-

.
^ D 2 ments
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merits apon the various iflands in thefe

hj The I oth was fqually, with fhowers of

fnow, and the guftsofwind were (o ftrong

from off the hills, that we were obliged

to let go another anchor to fecure the ihips

or Sunday, Odober nth. In the mora-

ijrtg, tlife Ruffians took their leave, pro-

mifiag £0 return in a day or two with a

chart of thefe feas. The captains made

them prefents of rum, tobacco, and feverai

other articles, which they received with

many thanks. ^ ' ' ^ ^ ^ ^

.; On Wednefday evening (i 4th), another

Ruffian, in a large canoe, attended by

twenty or , thirty fmalkr ones, arrived at

an Indian town fituated on the other fide

the hills, on the weftern fide of the har-

bour. He was received upon his land-

ing with great refpe(3: by the natives,

who loon ereded him a commodious lit-

tle hut, after which the women employed

themfelves in boiling Ji(h for his fup-

ijn*?rn ' -c <I per.
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per, vjhWe the men attefwiled him in his

habitation. His under- drefs was the

fame as our's, but over it he wore a blue

calico frock, girt round him with a filk

fafh ; he had boots on, and a cap Uned

with fur. His bufinefs appeared to be to

colledl a tribute or tax from the inhabi-

tants, who were making up bundles of

dried fifli, tobacco (which they had re-

ceived from us), and various other articles

in their own way. Captain Cook being at

the town when he arrived, invited him to

dine on board the next day, which he

promifed to do, and at twelve he came

attended by the fmall canoes as yefter-

day. -".-^r—{ •' ft^*« /-nK^j' I ,) VI

His name was Erafim Gregorio Sin If-

myloflF, and a native of Jakutfki j he in-

formed the captain that he accompanied

lieutenant Sindo in his expedition to the

northward. He appeared to be about

thirty-four or thirty-five years old, and

was a very obferving man. But little

more information was gained from him

D 3 than
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uiftance was a ftore-houfe, in which they

kept the various Ikins, &c. which they

receive from the natives as tribute, till

they have a fufficient cargo for their floop,

or till they are relieved by another party,

who then refide here for a certain time,

and are relievedby afrefli party.

On Monday (OCt. 1 9th) IfmylofF again

paid us a vifit, and brought with him a

chart of the northern feas, containing Be-

ring's difcoveries, and fome of a later date,

but it was more particularly confined to

the coad of Kamtfchatka, and the Kurile

Iflands.
"'

-' ' ' '
' ^

Another Ruffian alfo came with a cargo

of boots, moft of whicn were purchafed ;

the price of the bed was three bottles of

rum, the inferior two ; which, confidering

the fcarcity of fpirits at that time, was

very dear. In our difcourfe with Ifmy-

loflF, he complained much of the treachery

of the Americans, who, he fays, take all

opportunities of deftroying the Ruffians,

and fometimes even when they are, to

all appearance, upon friendly terms.

D 4 Tuefday

^
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'' Tuefday night was the fevereft we had

experienced for fome time : the thermo-

meter flood at 32 deg. and wc had much

ice in the harbour. ^- ' ' 'f* * *" • * ^^ '

In the afternoon of the 2 2d, two other

Ruffians came on board ; one, whole name

was Jacoff Iwanowich,was the principal of

the ifland Umanak, which lies to the fouth-

ward of Unalafchka, and a native of old

Ruflia, which he took particular pains to

make us underiland, and valued himfelf

upon it accordingly. The other was one

of thofe who firft came, and was mafter of

the floop. They ftaid with us till Satur-

day afternoon, and then took their leave,

as did IfmylofF and the other, ^j ,^

Odober 26th, at feven in the morning,

a fine breeze fprung up from the S. E.

which the captain was determined to make

the moft of, having been difappointed in

getting out on the 2 2d. The anchors

were immediately weighed, and having

made fail, we flood out of the harbour,

^pd purfued a N. W. and W. courfe, in-

tendingU),

#-
r—
i-
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tending to circumnavigate the ifland. At

twelve the extremes of Unalafchka bore S.

75 deg. E. and S. 36 deg. W. and the en-

trance of the bay we ftood in for the 2d

inftant S. by E. | E. two leagues diftant.

At fix we had dark, cloudy weather, with

light and very variable winds, and a thick,

heavy, moift, and warm atmofphere. At

eight we had frcfh gales and fqualls, and

3t teii it rained very hard. )jj ' 1 la* •

"K > Ml f JOlU V

•^^'"c H A P. xxir.
''':^''^

Some defcrtption of the ijland, and its produce

"^account of the people—fiature^—drefs

'•^hou/es—furniture-^food-^- cookery—
employment—method offijhing^ C^c, &c. '

• s '.
• It

THIS, our fecond rcfidence amongft

thefe people, has given us a

greater fcope for making obfervations on

their manners, &c. than we could pofRbly

have before. In the former account they

are

.*,
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arc reprefented different in fome things

from what they really are ; this was en- ^

tirely occafioned by the little time we had

to fpare, during our very (hort and uncer-

tain flay : uncertain, becaufe at that time

we were watching tvery alteration both

in wind and tide, to make the niofl of it,

as we were late in the feafon, and con-

fequently very anxious to purfue our

courfe to the northward, which had al-

ready met with many unavoidable ob-

ftru^lions.

This ifland is called Now'unalafchka by

the natives, but the Ruffians denominate

it Unalafchka. It lies nearly in 54 deg.

4 min, N. latitude, and in 193 deg. 36

min. £. longitude; though in fome

charts it is laid down in 63 deg. 30 min.

N. We could not abfolutely afcertain its

length, but from whatv/as feen we judge

it to be about fifty :>iiles. It abounds in

hills, fome of which are very high ; up-

on various parts of them are found in

great abundance, crow-berries, whortle-

.:, berrie?J,

m-.



berries, another fpecies fomething fimilar

to a black grape io flavour ^ and near the

bottom grow rafpberries, but ^hey are

rather fcarce. The low land, of which

there is but little, is very marfhy, owing

to the many runs of water that are per*

petually flowing from the hills. The foil

on the tops of the hills is about two feet

deep, under which there is a layer of fmall

flones J the fides of the hills are rich, loa-

my, and deep, and the marfliy and low

ground, a fine, deep, black foil.

The only quadrupeds we faw were the

ar<J^ic fox, and a fmall fpecies of marmot,

without ears, and a fliort tail ; the natives

call them anump-cho. Of water fowl

they have variety, but the land birds are

but few J among the former are the velvet

duck, a grey goofe with a whitifli he?id, the

wings ftriped, the little brown duck, the

painted duck {anas hi/irionica, Lin») fea par~

rots, puffins, guillemots, and gulls. The

Jatter are eagles, ravens, groufe, plover,

fai^dpipers, finches,'water ouzlesyfwallows,

and
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and the common wren. Their fifh are

halibut, flat fifh, cod, haddock, rock cod,

trout, and falmon.

As to trees, there are none upon

the ifland tLat exceed a foot in length:

thefe are willows, of whicli we obierved

five fpecies; two fpeciesof whortie-berry,

two of rafpberries, and the black- berried

heath, or crow-berry. fC^^^o

The plants were rather numerous, and

when we were firft there in June, moft of

them were in flower : we obferved among

them plaintain, marfli-marigold, violet,

faxifrage, orchis, forrel, dock, milfoil, au-

ricula, geranium, dandelion, coltsfoot,

ragwort, and a particular fpecies of lily

in great abundance, called by the Ruf-

fians, faranne (lilium Kamtfchat/enfe^ Lin.)

there was alfo great plenty of wild celery,

a kind of crefTes, and a fpecies of muflard,

all ofwhich afforded us excellent fallads.

The low land is generally covered with

a long coarfe grafs, fimilar to that which

abounds at Kamtfchatka, and which the
' women
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women of this ifland convert to the pur-

pofe of making bafkets, and mats of va-

rious degrees of finenefs. - "^ -^ " ^ *' •

. The men are in general from five feet

to five feet and half in height, but not

unfrequently you find fome below as well

as above that flandard : their face is broad

,

their eyes rather fmall, their nofe in ge-

neral fiat, their mouth wide, and lips

thick ; their teeth are but indifferent, be-

ing uneven, and frequently difcoloured.

Their hair is black, and rather long be-

hind, but cut before, fo as to reach nearly

to their eye-lids, and in that form which

we call Tyburn tops . The common drefs

of the men is a jacket, made of the {kins

of birds, the feathered fide worn inwards

;

but their beft jackets are painted red oa

the fore and hind part, as low as the

flioulders and breaft, and at the infertion

of the fleeves along the feam, and on the

body of the jacket, are fattened fl:rips of

fur in rows, one row about eight inches

above the other. They alfo wear fl:nngs

,,'/ of

#'
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of beads in their ears, pieces of bone iri

the griftle of their nofe (which is perfo-

rated for that purpofe), and bones of va-

rious forms in their under-lip.

The women are generally (horter than

the n^en ; and their features much more

pleafmg. Thdy wear their hair over their

forehead like the men, but tie it up be-

hind in the form of clubs, and large ones

too, as our beaux did fome time ago.

Thofe who are the moft fond of drefs

wear a kind of ribbon, curioufly em-

broidered, upoa their heads, which they

tie under the chin. They likewife have

the difagreeable mode of ornamenting

their under lips with long pieces of narrow

carved bone, as well as their nofe with a

firing of beads, and feveral bunches of

beads in their ears. Their cheeks are ta-

towed, or marked with one and fome-

times two lines, which extend from the

middle part to the ears ; their chin is like-

wife curioufly decorated in the fame man-

ner. This mark is confined entirely to

the
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the female fex, who are not permitted to

wear it till they arrive at a certain age.

A feal-fkin jacket with fleeves, and

faf^ened round the body with a girdle, is

the only garment they wear ; this they

ornament with the beaks of the fea par-

rotsi in the fame manner as the Kamtfcha-

dales ufed to do. The men, and fome-

times the women, wear bufkins, which

cuilom feems to have been firft introduced

by the Ruffians j and the women are fond

of flrips of feal ikin^ round the wrifls and

ankles. The bonnets or caps which the

men make ufe of have been mentioned

before j thefe, which are generally paint-

ed blue and green, they decorate with the

beards of whales, upon which they place

beads, and fome of them fix two or three

fmall carved pieces of bone (in the form

of an image) upon the upper part, and

on one fide. u. ..; ; .„ «. ,

Thefe people have not two jurts or

huts, like the natives of Kamtfchatka, buf

refide in the fame both winter and fum-

mer.
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mcr. The mode of building is as fal-

lows : they dig an oblong hole in the

earth, about four feet deep (not five or

fix, as has been mentioned before) the

fizc of which is proportioned to the num-
ber of people who are to live in it ; at the

ends, about three feet from each corner,

they fix two ftrong wooden ports, to

which are fattened ridge poles, which are

fupported by other wooden pofts, plant-

ed or fixed on both fides, at the diftance

of about five feet from each other ; upon

thefe ridge poles are fecured other pieces

of wood, upon which they form the roof

or ceiling, leaving a hole near the end

which admits the light, as well as ferves

them for a door. The fides of the houfe

are formed by poles which reach oblique-

ly from the ridge poles to the earth, in

which they are fixed : over the whole

they place a layer of dried grafs, upon

that a quantity of earth, and fo on alter-

nately till it is rendered fufficiently ftrong.

The fpace behind the wooden pofts which
•'

' 7 fupport
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fupport the ridge poles, is deftincd for

their bed places, &c. which they cover

with mats.
, -, ,,,^, ^o.> >.u

From tue hole on the top, is fixed a

kind of ladder, by which they defcend to

the bottom ; and though this mode of

defcent was very aukward to us, the na-

tives pafs and repafs with the greateft

eafe. The middle part of the houfcs,

on the outfide of the wooden pofts, is

raifed a little above the reft ; here they

make their fires and drefs their viduals.

Their huts fmell very difagreeably and

ofFenfive, occafioned by the diVt and na-

fiinefs which abounds in almoft every

part, for they never take the trouble to

clean them, but leave the bones and guts

of fiih fcattered up and down, which,

when putrid, and added to the filthy

cuftom of making water in one corner,

cannot fail of emitting a moft horrid

flench. At fome little diftance from

their larger huts, they ere£t fmaller ones,

Vol. IL ii ^ which

rt



.

J

whrch (etm to ht tepofitotlcs merely for

theit dried filh.

They are not very expenfiVe in their

lioufehold furHitute, which tonfifts chiefly

of wooden bowls, troughs, and plattefs,

of various fizes and for various ufes, and

a copper kettle for the purpofe of boiling

iifh. They procure fire by rubbing two

pieces of dry wood aga'mft each othef,

and inftantly make it blaze by powdering

a little fulphur (which they procure iti

great quantities in the neighbourhood)

upon the down of birds, which is placed

tipon ftraw for that purpofe. In the

night they ufe l^mps, which are made of

wood, and hollowed fo as to contain a

quantity of oil ; the wicks are made of

dry grafs. The knives they now ufe

they procure from thcRuflians. — '

Their canoes have been occafionally

mentioned before, fo that a farther ac-

count of their form and texture is need-

lefs. They ate very careful of them, and

«is fooa as they return from filhing, or

,
any
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iny other expedition, they kre conveyed

from the beach to their huts, and, after

being' cleared of the water (which, not-

withftanding every precaution, will fome-

times get in), they are placed, with the

liole downwards, upon four Aakes placed

crofswife for that purpofe, about two feet

from the ground. Thefe canoes are fo

light, that they frequentlyafcendthe hills

with them flung acrofs their fhoulders.

*" Their food confifts of whales flefh,

fifh, berries, and roots. The fifh that

moft abound here are falmon, rock-cod,

trout, and halibut, and about the middle

and latter end of Odlober they catch cod.

The whales arc generally taken about

May and June, as the fummer is then

approaching, and they have time fuffi-

cient to dry the flefh and blubber, which,

in the winter feafon, is one of the prin-

cipal parts of their food. With the blub-

ber they eat the dried halibut, which the

Ruflians C2\\ ' paltufna i this feems in

fome incafure to fupply the want of

• E a - bread

I *.
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bread s foilietimcs they dip It in tp^in-oil,

of which they are very fond ; they like-

Inrife eat the dried whales flefh with oik

During the montha in which the fifh

(particularly trout, lalmon, and cod) a^-

bound, they generally boil them in their

copper kettle, of which every family has

one. They are not particularly nice ia

cleaning them ; juft taking out the guts

and gills, and fometimes neither, wiping

them with a handful of dried grafs, and

then put them into the pot. But though

they are at the trouble of boiling fifh,

they frequently eat them raw. The

whales, as has been before obferved, are

caught in May and June, and all the fifh

which are intended to be dried as a winter

(lock, which are principally halibut and

ialmon, are taken at that time, or as foon

^s the]?^ come into feafon. , :.;,,»? on.^^t

Berries alfo are a capital article of their

food. Of thefe there are two kinds, one

which they Call oniganack^ the other,

%?hich is our crow-berry, aJJmoik^ both

^ are
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are rery pTenttful,,buttlie formej' left fa

than tfie latter- The oniganack Vs, \tk

trifle,
,
(omethihg (imilar to a hlack ^r^^pe,

but is of a very aftringent natufe, on

which account they generally mix then^

togetlier, t^atajhuock being poffeflecj of

an oppofite quality to the other : the na^

tives prefer them with train-oil, which

they think adds much to their tafte. Of
the rootS) the faranne is the bert and moft

agreeable eating : the natives are very

fond of it, but get no great quantity tQ

themfelves, as they are obliged lo giv9

by far the greater part to the Ruffians,

its tafte, when raw, is fweetifh and iufn

pid, but when boiled becomes mealy and

fomething like a potatoe. The other

roots are only of two ^inds, one a fpecies

of fern, the other a fpecies of lupine;

the tafte of both at firft refembles liquo-

rice roots, but after cliewing fome time,

it becomes acrid and bitter, "
'"'

" '
•

The employment of the women is of

various kinds. In the fummer they allift

E 3 in
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in cleaning and drying the fifh ; in au-

tumn they are bufied in cutting grafs,

which they tie up in bundles, an4 leave

to dry. This grafs is of confiderable ufc

in thatching their huts, as well as mak«

ing bafkets, mats, and many other ufeful

articles : in the middle and latter end of

October they gather berries and roots*

All the fewing bufinefs is entirely confin-

ed to them ; they make jackets for them-

felves and the men, and likewife few the

fealfkins together, with which their ca-

noes are covered : the making aud manu-

fadluring of mats and bafkets is another

part of their employment, and when a

new hut is to be ereded, they always dig

up the earth to a proper depth : this may
be confidered as the mod laborious part

of their bufinefs, as they have no proper

tools for that kind of work, but are re-

duced to the neceflity of ufing pieces of

wood or bone, which method renders the

job very tedious. When the men re-

turn from fifhing, they afllft in unlading

ft .1 .
the

•l^
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the canoes, and carrying them to their

proper places ; they Ukewife Jrefs all the

viduals. Their leifure hours are gene-«

rally fpent in embroidery, in which they

are very neat, fome of their pcrforpiance^

being really curious;. The needles they

ufe are niade of bone, but without an eye
j

the thread is macje of fmews fplit to $,

proper fize. Our needles being fo far

fuperior to their own, proved a good ar-»'

tiqle of trade. ^

The men in the fammer catch and

dry fifli, and kill whales for their winter

ftopk of provifion; they alfo niake paddle?,

darts, the frames of their canoes, and aU

the different bowls and platters ; and af"»

ter the women have prepared the ground

for building a hut, they finifli the remain^

ing part : they fometin^es too nurfe the

children, and rock them to fleep. We
obferved that they converted moft of the

tobacco they received of us into fnuff,

which they powdered by rubbing it in a

fmall wooden bowl, with a ftick about twq
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feet Idng, upon the upper end of which

they faftened feveral ftones to render it

heavy, by which means the tobacco was

the more eafity reduced to a proper fine-

nefs; after this they fifted it through 2^

fmall, fine balket, and then it was fit for

ufe. They were fo fond of it, that, not

content with fnuffing it, they put it ia

their mouths, and fwallowed it.

The Ruilians, for political reafons, have

taken care entirely to deprive thefe people

of every ofFenfive weapon ; the only onea

they fuifer them to make ufe of are a,

kind of dart, with which they kill fcals,

birds, and fometimes fiih : thefe are a-

bout four feet long, and made of fir;

one end is formed of bone, into which,

by means of a focket, another fmall piece

of bone (which is barbed) is fixed, but

fo contrived as to be taken out and put

in without trouble ; this is fecured to the

middle of the flick by means of a flrong,

though thin piece of twine formed of

fmews. The animal, &c. is no fooner

llrucfc
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%i^ck t*^n the pointed bQij^,
(JJpj^ out, oi^^

the (ocketa but, ren[iain8. fij^e4 ii> it&,bocI«

by ip^^ft? pf the barb: th^ d^itthea

leryesi^as ^ float t9 trace. tl|eapim^jj ^^^
fikewif^ affifts to tire hini. (^nfid^rabjy^

fo that he is eafily taken. T^hey throw

theie darts by means of a thin piece of

wood, aboiut twelve or fourteen inches in

lengtji : ^he middle ' of this is flightly

hollpwe4 for the tetter reception of .th^

wei^on ; at tl^e tfcrmiziatipn of the hol-

low, which does not extend .to, the,eh|,

is fixed a fhort and, pointed piece pf borie,

to prevent the dart from flipp^ng^ The

other extremity is furnifhed with a hple

for the reception of the fore-finger, and

the fides are made to coincide v^th the

thumb and other fingers, in order to grafp

more firmly. They throw thefe iiatts to

the diftance of eighty or ninety yard^,

with great force and dexterity. ^ ' - •
•

They generally catch filh with hooks

ma^e of bone, which they feciirc to a

r

line
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line made of twilled finews, and about

twenty fathoms long. When they tiry

for large fifh, fuch as the hallibut for in-*

fiance (fome of which are of a great flze),

they fix a bladder uppn the line, which,

when the fifh is hooked, very foon tires it.

The only muiical inftrument we faw

among thefe people (if it deferve^ the ap-

pellation of muiical) was a kind of drum,

flmilar to thofe we obferved at the Tfchut-?

fchi Nofs : it had only one head, which

was compofed of part of the gut of a

whale, flrained very tight over a frame,

to which was fixed a handle. They ufe

no drum-ftick, but firike it upon a piece

of wood. Their method of finging is

pleafing enough, and refembles that of

the natives of King George s Sound.

During our flay, we did not obferve

the lead trace of religion, nor anything

which could induce us to fuppofe that

they had even the moft diflant idea of a

fuprem^ 9eing,

:t

CHAP,
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"itranfaStions and occtirrences tilt our Jirfi

making Mow-iifeef on^ of the Stmdwicb

• • > ••• ,
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THE,2^th of Oapbct waa thick and

,

cloudJ^, with he^yy gales from th»

S. S. W. and S. W. our courfe S. S. E,

and W. We ha^- jio Jand^in-fis^Mb

throughout the day., ji^^l^.^ X -d .:! ol

Early the pext morning, i» a 'fi^ddea^

and very Ijeavy fquall, tjhe tacks of the^

fore and main- fail pf the Difcovery (wliich:

were the ,only; two fails fhe had fet};gave£

way, by which the boatfwaia and tjbrce

.

other men were knocked down, and/0|^ev

killed upon the fpot. At half paft .fix,^

we faw the land bearing from |S.;E. to Ev^

by S. At nine, we tacked, pi^K; courfe.

.

W. N. W. the extremes fof UnaWchk^

bearing S. by W, and N. E I N.- Mi
noon, our obferved latitude was 54 deg.|

::.A hm J^:"^'



f .
• ^

t 66 )

I min. N. and in the afternoon the body

of the man who was killed^ was commit-

ted to the de;ej?, Tovya^ds t^f, ^.y^i^ning,

H became more moderate, -. -

At two the next morning, we hadfrefh

^ales from the E. ,N. E. with rain, and

*t three we hatt|4^ up to "U^, by S. the^

wind^ veering round to N- W. by N. at-

tended with Ihowers of' haiU At Half^

patftfixi the land extended from S. by-E^^

to E. by N. and at eight we wore/fhip*

aiid flboj N, the extremes then bcttrmg

S-, i W. eight kagues diftant^ anid E. ^

N.'four of five leagues, the neareft parte

E". J S. three leagues. At h^lf^aftnincj/

we ' bore away for the caft part, and at

ten faW what we at firft fuppofedta be a*

fiili bearing N. ^ E. but upon a nearer

-

vieW it 'proved to be a very hi^h fteep

rbck,%ii?h no breakers near it. At noon,

our obferved latitude was 53 deg. 53

niih. N. when the high rock bore N. Wwl

by W. i W. three leagues diftaiW.. At

pnc, We had llrong gales, with cloudy

6 weather*
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weather, the land bearing E. N. E. At

half paft two, we hauled ofF, Unalafchka»

extending from E. to S. E. by E. 4- E.

the neareft part four leagues diftant. Wq
palled the night Handing off and on.

At fix in the morning (06t. 30th),

we wore fliip, and bore away for the

flraits we came through in going to the

northward, our courfe N. E. by N. the

wind W. and W. S. W. with frequent

and violent fqualls of hail and fleet,

and a heavy fea going. At noon, the

bay of Samganoodha bore S. E. four

miles diftant, and at noon we were ftand-

ing between the north point of Provi-

dence Bay and the fmall ifle to the north-

ward of it. At four, the north point bore

N. W. by "W. three leagues, and the

S. W. part of Unalafchka in fight S. W.
4^ W. five leagues. ., ,,

The next day we had open cloudy

weather, and the ^wind, though not fo

violent, yet blew pretty frelh from the

weftward. Our obferved latitude v<ra«

52deg,
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52 dcg. 3 lAin. N. and we faw feveral

Iheerwaters and guillemots about.

November the firft, our wind and

weather was much as yefterday. Our

latitude was 49 deg. 54 min. N. and in

the evening we reefed our top-fails, as it

began to blow frefh. During the after-

noon, we faw feveral albatroffes and

Iheerwaters.

We had a continued driz ng rain,

with thick cloudy weather the whole of

the next day, and in the evening it blew

a hard gale from the fouthward, during

which the Difcovery fplit her jib, fore-

flay-fail, and fore-fail, and, as it continued

increafing, it was thought moft prudent

to bring-to for the night, which was done

accordingly under her fore-fail. The

Refolution was at this time out of fight.

All the night it blew violently, and the

fea rifmg in proportion, toifcd our vefTels

about at a ftrange rate.

. About eight in the morning (Nov. 3d),

one of the Difcovery's people being at

'^ r "^
work

:/¥
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work in the main- top, faw the Refolutlon

laying to, upon the lee-bpw, about thte6

Kniies diflant. She immediately made

fail and ftood towards her, and fome time

after they both purfued aS. E. by E. courfe.

Our obferved latitude was 47 deg. 58

min. N. The next day we had frelh

breezes from the W. and W. by S. and

the day following, the weather was

cloudy, with a thick heavy, warm, and

moift atmofphere, and light, very variable

winds till feven, when a fine breeze fprung

up from the N. by W. As we proceeded

to the fouthward, the weather increafed

in warmth, and on the 8th, the thermo-

meter was as high as the 60 deg. our lati-

tude being 40 deg. 4© min. N. On the

nth our latitude was 38 deg. 40 min.

N. and the next day the wind (hifted

from the S. by E. to W. N. W. the ther-

mometer, which till then had flood at 6"/

i deg. fell in the fpace of a few minutes

to 58 I deg.

• ' The
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The I2th and 13th, we had a fwell

from the W. N. and on the 16th, our

latitude was 32 deg. 45 min. N. The next

Say was fair, with flying clouds, but our

V^ind was not altogether fo favourable,

being S. S. E, At eight in the morning

we tacked and flood to the eailward^ and

foon after faw a tropic bird. We now

found the heat rather tr( ablefome ; and

-, having been fo long inured to cold and

moderately warm weather, the increafe of

warmth relaxed us confiderably. The

thermometer to-day flood at 74 deg.

At eight in the morning (Nov. 19th),

we tacked fliip, and flood E. S. E. the wind

S. by W. At two in the afternoon it

became very dark in the N. W. quarter

;

foon after we had a heavy ihower of rain,

and the wind veered round to N. W.
We faw numbers of mother Carey's

^ chickens, and in the evening we had frefh

gales from the. N. by E. with frequent

and heavy fqualls.

' '".: Our

\'s
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Our latitude the next day was 30 degi

55 min. N. and in the afternoon the

wind became more moderate. In the

tourfe of the day we faw many flying

fifh, and fome bonitos.

Our friendly gale continued all the!

21ft, and we obferved many bonitos, fly-

ing fi(h, and feveral dolphins about the

ihip, one of which was nearly caught^

but the line unfortunately broke. Our ob*^

ferved latitude was 27 deg. 52 min. Ni
' In the early part of the morning (Nor.

it2d)y we had light airs, but at fix a flne

breeze fprung up from the N. W. and we

had a few flying fliowers, after which the

iky became pretty clear. - ^
'

*''""'

Our breeze (hifted the next day to N.

E. which proved to be the regular trade-

\?<^ind. In the courfe of the day we faw a

very large whale, which fwam three or

four times round the fliip. We had many

bonitos aboutj and our latitude wis 24

deg. 48 min. N. but not a bird ofany kind

to be feen. The thermometer to-day wai

Vol. II. F from
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from 70 deg. to 76 deg. We were now
in conftant expedation of feeing land

;

and the following day, being in latitude

22 deg. 34 min. N. and of courfeno great

diftance from Sandwich Ifles, we in the

evening fliortened fail. At half paft fix

in the morning (Nov. 25th), the Refolu-

tion bore away, fleering a due weft courfe,

captain Cook intending to fall in with

the eaftermoit of the iQands, which we
before faw only at a diftance. At eight,

the fignal was made for the Difcovery to

keep at the diftance of fix miles upon

the Re'^^lution's ftarboard-beam. At

eleven it became perfedly clear, which

gave us a fine opportunity of feeing

about us. Our obferved latitude was

21 deg. 15 min. N. and we were by our

reckonir ^ about fifty-fix leagues from the

eaftermoft ifland. No land however ap-

pearing, at {is, the Reiolution hoifted

the fignal for the Difcovery to come

under her ftern ; which being done, both

vefTels purfued a W. S. W. courfe till

I
twelve,
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twelve, wheti they lay- to, main-top-ikil

to the maft. ,, ; .. .^ - ' -

At half paft fix in the morning (Nov.

26th), the haze clearing away, we law

high land a-head, and upon the ftarboard-

bow : upon which both fl *ps made fail,

lleering a fouth and ibuth-eafterly courfe.

Soon after we defcried more land to the

weftward ; at ten, the Refolution finding

Ihe could not weather the eaftermoft

point, bore aw?.y to the weftward, run -

ning along fhore. The land rofe with a

very gradual afcent, the inland part ter-

minating in a lofty hill; there were

plenty of trees, and the whole was

covered with a fine verdure. At half paft

ten, fome of the natives, who had been

fiftiing, came near the iliips, but were

rather fhy at firfl: ; a few beads and naib

however foon removed all apprehenfion,

and they readily came along-fide. The
canoes were in every refped the fame as

at A'tou'wi, as well as the natives. We
bought feveral crabs of a fingular fpecies,

F 2 and
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and moft beautiful fcarlet colour, and va-

riety of other fifh. From what we could

underiland, they appeared to know of our

being in thefe parts before. In the courfe

of the afternoon many more came oflF,

bringing with them fifli, bread-fruit, a

few plantains, and two or three hogs;

they were very extravagant in their de-

mands, but they had to deal with thofe

who knew the value of iron as well as

themfelves, and upon our appearing very

carelefs about the matter, they at laft

readily took what was offered them.

This in fadt was the only method we

could purfue ; for had we given them

their own price, our flock of iron would

by no means have been equal to our

wants. In the evening we flood off and

on for the night.

,
• A

CHAP.
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CHAP. XXIV. -

TranfaSiions and occurrences till our anchor'

ing in Karacakooah bay in the ijland of

O'why'hee,

'HE next morning was fine and

clear, and we flood off and on

for fome time ; but at eight many of the

natives came off and traded with us,

upon which both veffels lay-to. We ob-

fcrved that fome of them had three or

four of their fore-teeth out ; at A'tou'wi

we remarked fomething of this kind, but

never faw more than one wanting, which

was generally on one fide or other of

the mouth, and not in front. We quef-»

tioned them about it, and they all made

figns of their being knocked out, which

pofTibly may be fome religious cereir-ony.

Among other articles of tradt^ . iSy

brought fome of the largeft and beft

feathered cloaks we ever faw, and likt-

wife fome of the caps. Our purdiafet

to- day confifled of bread-fruit, tarrow,

j-jpe and gre^n plantains, and a few pigs.

F 3 One
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One or two brought a few fweet pota-

toes, but they were very indifferent. The
trade on our part was nails, knives, fear-

let cloth, and fmali hatchets. Several *

ladles made their appearance, and were

very defirous of coming on board, but

flridl orders were given to the contrary.

Many double- canoes alfo came along-fide

in the courfe of the day, fome of which

were large enough to contain thirty peo-

ple, without incommoding each other in the

leaft. Moft of the Indians who came off

to day were curioufly tatowed, particu-

larly about the hands, arms, thighs, end

legs, and fome in every part of their

body, except the face. Our latitude was

21 deg. 4 min. N. and in the evening we

made fail, keeping a N. by E. courfe.

We now obferved a large tradt of land

to the weflward, which appeared to be a

feparate ifland ; the Indian name of this,

off which we now were, was Mow'whee.

The 28th and 2yth were fpent in turn-

ing to windward, as was the forenoon of

the 3Cth, captain Cook being defirous of

getting
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getting round the fouth-eaft point of the

ifland. In the afternoon at three, though

we were between feven and eight mile*

from (hore, many of the natives came off

in their canoes, among which were fome

double ones, which carried fails, nearly in

the fame manner as thofe of the Friendly

Ifles. Captain Cook obferving this, or-

dered both velTels to lay- to: we pur-

chafed of them great plenty of bread-

fruit, a few tarrow-roots, and fome of

their puddings, which were made of

mafhed bread-fruit, and were not dif-

agreeable. They brought off no hogs nor

fowls, which rather proved a difappoint-

ment to us. One of the Indians, who

appeared to be fomething fuperior to the

reft, informed us that there were ten of

thefe iflands in all ; that four of them

were very large, and have each a fcparate

king; the others he fald were fmall, atA
tributary to one or other of the former.

The large fl was fituated farther to the

eaftward, and was called O why'hee. In

F 4 the
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the evening we made fail, Handing to

the northward, and N. by E. the whid at

E. and E. by N. About eight a large

failing canoe overtook the Refolution>

and continued with her all night, towing

a-ftern. At twelve we tacked and flood

S. S. E.

. "When day- light appeared, we found

ourfelves much farther to windward than

we expected, which circumftance muft

have been occafioned by a current from

the weftward, the effeds of which we

had experienced more or lefs ever fince

our arrival among thefe iflands. In the

morning we defcried O'why'hee, bearing

about S. E. by E. At ten the canoe left

the Refolution, and made for Mow'whee,

captain Cook ftandlng for the former.

Our obfervcd latitude was 20 deg. 42 min.

N. and the thermometer flood at 76

deg.

December 2d, we had frefh breezes

from the eaftward, with open cloudy

weather, and were employed turning to

windward.
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windward. As we pafled along we ob-

ferved feveral patches of fnow upon the

higheft part of the land, and at ten, be-

ing pretty near the fhore, both fhips lay-

to for their canoes, which began to come

off in great numbers. The Ihore was ir-

regular, and made in cliffs, which in many

places projedted into the fea, and formed

fmall bays, but none large enough to ad-

mit our veffels with fafety, it being the

weather-fide of the ifland, on which ac-

count a heavy furf was perpetually break-

ing. The country appeared very delight-

ful, being cultivated in almoft every part,

and interfperfed with the villages of the

natives, each of which confifted of about

fourteen or fixteen houfes, and fome of

them appeared large : the inland parts

were very woody, and the whole afforded

a much more pleafing profpe<fl thanMow'-

whee. Our obferved latitude to-day was

20 deg. i7min. N. We found the vene-

real difeafe raging among thefe poor peo-

ple, in a violent degree> fome ofwhom were

- infeded
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infeded moft terribly ; and it was thd

opinion of moft, that we, in our former

"vifit, had been the caufe of this irreparable

injury. In the courfe of our traffic we

had purchafed a few hogs, with abundance

of bread-fruit, fweet potatoes, tarrow, and

puddings ; and having pretty well cleared

their canoes, we at fix made fail. In the

night we obferved a very heavy dew fall. -

The next day, we ftood oft' and on:

tlie weather was cloudy, with a heavy,

damp atmofphere, and the whole iOand

was inveloped in clouds. About three

feveral of our new acquaintance put off" to

us in their canoes, and having difpofed of

their ftock, which confifted of twelve

fmall hogs, and a quantity of bread-fruit,

they departed, and we ftood to the north-

ward. ....„,
. The two following days were {pent

in turning to windward, and in the after-

noon of the 6th, both fliips brought- to,

for canoes which our friends put off*, laden

with abundance of hogs, bread-fruit, and

't', . ' tarrow,
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tarrow, but not a fingle coco nut, which

appears to be a fcarce article in thefe

iflands. In the evening the weather be-

came very thick and cloudy, with fhow-

ers of rain, and frefli breezes from the

eaftward. "
' - > • '

.

The 7th was pleafant, with flying

clouds ; and we continued turning or

rather endeavouring to turn to windward,

which now became tedious to a degree,

efpecially as we had loft the affiftance of

our friendly current. The eaftermoft

part of the ifland ftill remained at a great

diftance, but captain Cook fignified his

determined refolution to get round it, if

poflible, as it would be madnefs to at-

tempt anchoring on this fide. At ten,

being well in with the land, both (hips

tacked and lay-to, when great numbers

of canoes put off as ufual, and in them

many of the women, who were now

permitted to come on board, as it was

out of our power to leave them in a worfe

ftate than we found them. Poor wretch-.

ed
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cd unhappy beings ; what a curfe Is en-

tailed upon them !—there being a fwell

to-day, the motion of the fhips by no

means agreed with our poor friends, mofl:

of whom betrayed evident marks of fick-

nefs, efpecially the ladies, who, m the

midft of their amorous intercourfe, were

not proofs againft the efforts of nature,

but generally overflowed their unfortu-

nate fwains, with a flream not the moft

pleafmg. Our trade to- day was very

brilk, and we bought plenty of hogs,

bread-fruit, tarrow, fweet potatoes, and

plantains, bcth ripe and green, In the

evening we made fail, and the next day

we had frefh breezes, with frequent (bow-

ers of rain, and a heavy fwell from the

E.N. E/^'"'" '

'

'

'

'
'

"'" '•'

The 9th, loth, and nth, w^re em-

ployed in turning to windward ; and,

having nearly exhaufted our flock of

frefh provifions, on the 13th we lay-to

for canoes, and again procured a frefh

recruit. The weather was variable, fome-

times
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times cloudy and rainy, at others fine and

clear. Our latitude on the 20th, was 19

deg. 45 min. N. and in the afternoon we

bought a few hogs, &c. We had ftill

a long trad of land to get round, which,

with an almoft conftant eaftern wind, and

a heavy fwell from the fame quarter, ren-

dered our fituation very difagreeable and

irkfome.
'

.

On the 21ft, we again lay-to, and pur-

chafed a confiderable number of hogs,

bread-fruit,, potatoes, plantains, and tar-

row: having now fecured a flock fuffi-

cient to fupport us for feveral days, we,

.

in the evening, made fail, being determin- ,

ed to ftretch a good ^ ay to the north-

ward, in order, if polhjie, to clear the

eaftermoft point of the iiland.

On the 24th, the fliips loft fight of

each other, and did not join company till

near a fortnight afterwards. The 25th,

being Chriftmas day, the fliips companies

had double "o vance of provifion and

grog, and in the afternoon we caught t\\o

ftiarks.

The
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The 27th was very unfettled, being

alternately calm and fqually, with thick,

heavy, cloudy weather, which altered for

the better next day ; but, on the aQth,

refumed its former appearance, till to-

wards night, when it became fair, with

calms.

,
In the afternoon of the 30th, a light

bireeze fprung up from the weftward,

which, at fix in the evening, (hifted to

the fouthward. The whole day was rainy
^

afid very difagreeable.

1779. January the ift, we liad a frefh

breeze from the S. S. E. Our latitude

was 20 deg. 10 min. N. The wind con-

tinued in the S. S. E. quarter till the 3d,

when, at eleven in the forenoon, a breeze

fprung up from the eailward, and in the
^

courfe of the night we had fome paffing

ihowers.
,

The 2d was fine and clear, and our

breeze now freffiened up confiderably.
[

Being now a good diftance to the eafiward
.

of the ifland, we fleered a S. W. courfe,

O , . and .
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and at noon altered it to W. by S. being"

well to the fouthward. Our Utitude was

19 deg. 25 min. N. and at three in the

afternoon we faw the land right a^-head,

about fix leagues diflant, according to the
'

beil judgment we could form, as it was

very thick and hazy over it. ht night,

.

we hauled our wind, ftanding oifF and on,

and had a few paiiihg fhowers. ' ' *

In the morning at five, we defcried the

land, bearing W. and at eight the ex-

tremes in fight bore N. 32 i d^tg, W*
and S. 65 deg. W. our dijflance from

fhore being four miles. At nine, we

had many of the [natives in ^heir canoes

along-fide, who were welcome vifitors, as

our flock of hogs, bread-fruit, &c. was'

nearly at an end. This part of O why'hee

(the S. £. fide) was lefs cultivated and

more thinly inhabited than the other fide,

but afforded many rural and delightful

profpedls, the houfes of the natives ap-

pearing in various fpots, furrounded with

ti.i trees.
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trees, and at fome little diftance intermixed *

with plantations of various kinds. At

noon^ our obferved latitude was 19 deg«

19 min. N» and at two the Difcovery

:

brought-to, and Tent her large cutter in-^

fhore, to found a place which had the

appearance of a harbour, but at five fhe

returned without fuccefs, having found'

nothing that could anfwer that purpofe ) >

they had founded about a mile and a half

from the ihore, but got no ground at

forty fathom, and when nearer in, found

'

a heavy fea running clofe in-fhore. The •

inhabitants brought off JSve or fix hogs»

fome potatoes, a great quantity of fait,

'

fiih both dried and falted, but not a (ingle*

bread-fruit, or tarrow-root. We alftf*

purchafed feven fine albecores, the largefl:

'

of which weighed twenty-nine pounds.

'

At fix, we hauled our wind, and flood

off and on for the night, under our double-'

reefed top-fails and mizen-flay-fail, as wel

had a very frelh breze*
;

I

th*

7
A
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The liext morning (Jan. 6th), at fix,

we bore away, keeping a S. W. courfe,

and at half pad ten hauled up for a har«

hour) about £ve leagues from what

appeared to be the weftern point of

O'whyhee ; but foon after, fome of our

people at the maft-head feeing the Refo-

iution, we bore away for her, fleering

a W. by N. coutfe. Our latitude to-day

was i8 deg. 59 min. N. At half pafl

one in the afternoon, we joined the Refo-

lution, and captain Gierke waited upon

captain Cook. It feems, on the night we

parted company, that, at twelve, fhfr had

tacked and flood towards the land, whilft

the Difcovsry, on the contrary, had pur-

fued her courfe. Through the darknefs

of the night, however, flie had got (o

clofe to a ledge of rocks, which lay at

fome diftance from the S. E. point of the

land, that it was with the utmoft diffi-

culty and danger flie could ^clear them

:

hazardous as the attempt was, fhe was

obliged to continue her courfe, for if ftie

VoL.n. tl had
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had tacked, in all human probability fhe

niuft have ^^ne a(hore when in ftays

;

f6rtunately, however, by keeping her as

clofe to the wind as poflible, fhe weather-

ed them.

In the courfe of the afternoon, we pur-

chafed fome fine hogs, plantains, potatoes,

tarrow, bread-fruit, coco nuts, and fugar-

cane. Of the two latter articles we had

feien none before : the fugar-cane was

excellent, but the coco nuts greatly in-

ferior to thofe of the Society Ifles. At

fix in the evening, we made fail, and

ilood off and on for the night.

January the 7th, we had fine clear,

pleafant weather, and at ten, being

well in fhore, w^e, according to cuftom,

brought-to for our friendly vifitors :

though moft of us now began to be moft

heartily tired'of this work, and were im-

patient to find a fecure harbour, where

we might enjoy the bleflings of nature

quiet and undifturbed. Several of the

Indians to-day were much furprifed at

the
<V
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ttie fize of the fhips, and took very eka£t

dimenfions of them, both in length arid

breadth. We continued this method for

feveral days, bringing- to in the morning

and {landing off at night. The wind?,

from the 8th to the 15th, were very

light, and chiefty in the wefterly quarter^

which rendered our progrefs down this

fide of the ifland very tedious, and we

found a ftrong current fetting to the eaft-

ward. We were now off a part of the

ifland, which had rather a remarkable

appearance, there being large tra£ts of a

dark and almoft black matter, which we

at firft fuppofed was the foil which the

natives had dug up and manured : but

we afterwards found it was the produce

of a volcano, being in fadl nothing but

lava. We now began to be apprehenfive

that this ifland afforded no iheher for our

fliips, as we had nearly made the circuit

of it, Mow'whee having been opened on

this fide of it for feveral days pafl:. The

next morning, however, (Jan. i6th) we

?ii

'
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faw a part of the land> which had the ap«

pearance of one, and at eight the {lefo*

lution's pinnace, attended by the Difipo-

very's large cutter» were fcnt in-(hore to

examine it, and in the evening they re^

turned with the agreeable and pleafing

news of having found a tolerable good

one. Trade to-day was very briik, and

we had great numbers of the natives both

on board and alongriide, who began to

fliew their dexterity in the thieving way,

and eveii fome of the arees were as bad

as the mob. Night coming on we made

a ftretch off, intending at day-break to

make the beft of our way for the har-

bour.

The next morning was clear and plea-

fant, but we were unlucky in having no

wind ; of courfe, all our boats were a-i*

head towing, and with much difficulty

we arrived in the harbour at half paft ten,^

attended by an incredible concourfe of thp

people in their canoes : the fhores and

hills were likewife lined with them, and

\
•> \
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At a moderate coinputation there could

not be fewer thin eight thoufand. It

was with the greateft difficulty that we

could move or ftir on board, for the (hips

were thronged with them in every part,

the men having taken pofleffion of the

upper-decks, and the tvomen being nearly

as numerous below. In this fituation,

we were obliged to turn them out of the

{hip till we were mo9red and a little fet

to rights ; but this was not efFe^ed with-

out fome trouble, for if they were drove

away in one part, they crouded in

in another. But at length we got

them off the quarter deck, and cehtries

were placed in the gangways to prevent

their return. In the afternoon we moored

fliip, and in the evening we were again

crowded with company, efpecially the

women, who were remarkably anxious

to engage themfelves to our people. As

night came on, the men departed, but the

ladies were fo much attached to the fliips,

u , > G3 that
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that ihey determined to fpend the night

there ; a favour which was accordingly

granted them.

CHAP. xxy.

j^re vifited by two ivpmen ofrankt ar^da Chief

named Purrdah—the arrivalof Xerriabob

—~an excurjion into thf country-^ome ac^

count of it'-^the captains receive a prefent

from ferriahoo — leave Karrakacooab

Bay-^the Rejblutionfprings herfore-majl^

and is obliged to return—audacity of the

Indians in thieving— death of captain •

Cook, and proceedings in confequence^^

procure fome of his remains and bury

them—our departure.

MONDAY (Jan. i8th). In the

morning, at day-light, our friends

began to make their appearance, bring-

ing off every thing the ifland produced

in the greateft abundance. The Refo-

Jution's rigging wanting many repairs,

tier top-mafts, &c. were taken down, the

launche^
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launches and other boats were got out,

and the aftronomers and other tents, with

the marines, were fent on fhore, and

ere<5ted upon a fpot of ground in the

neighbourhood of the morai, or burying

place; on which account the adjacent

ground is deemed facred, and nobody but

forae particular people; whom we fup-

pofed were priefts, were permitted to ap-

proach it.

This morning a woman of great dif.

tindion vifited the fhips : fhe was diflin-

guifhed from the inferior fort by being

exceflive fat, the mark of an aree in

thefe as well as in the Friendly and So-

ciety Ides, though not in fo high a degree

:

her wrifts were adorned with an enor-

mous pair of bracelets, compofed of

boars tufks, each of which formed a

curve of at leaft eight inches ; fhe wore

a necklace of braided hair, in the front

of which was a large piece of bone, cu-

rioufly fornied and highly polifhcd, and

was clothed in a much greater quantity



w ( 88 )

of cloth than ufual. She took a good

deal of notice of every thing, and, having

fatisfied her curiofity, departed. In the af-

ternoon, ihe returned with another woman,

much fuperior to herfelf in fize, but with-

out thofe bracelets ; ihe appeared to be

her tiiler; they flaid on board upwards

of two hours, and then returned to the

ihore, after having received feveral pre-

fetits from the captains, fuch as beads and

Jooking-glafles, with which they were

much pleafed. Befides thefe women,

we had feveral other vifitors of confe-

quence, amongft which was a young man

whofe name v/as Purraah, and, as we

were informed, a principal attendant of

TerriabQ6, who was the king of the

illand : he was about five feet eight in

height, his perfon was pleafing, and he

appeared to be poifefled of great good

nature.

In the afternoon, fome of the natives

iiole a large knife from the butcher,

which he ufed in cutting up the hoga.

This

't

»•*«
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Tliis young man i^o fooner heard of th«

theft than he got into his canoe, and ia

about two hours returned with it ; and

afterwards appeared very affiduous in

preventing the natives from thieving.

There was alfo another regulation he put

in pradice, which was, to order all the

women on ihore during the day, but to

return at night. This proved of fingular

ufe to us ; for if th^y had been permitted

to flay, they would have attraded the at-

tention of our feamen fo much, that no-

thing> would have been done. The next

day (19th,) theDifcovery fenther launch

on (hore for flones to ballad her, which job

the Refolution took care to finifh before

our departure from Samganoodha.

' The aoth, all hands were bufily en^-

ployed, fome about the rigging, and

others in the holds ; the caulkers about

the fhip's fides, and the faiUmakers on

Ihore, mending and altering fails, in two

Jioufes of the natives, near the obferva-

tones. -

••
, The



The 21 J: and 22(1 were cloudy, wkh
fmail rain ; but on Saturday the 23d, "v\fe

had fine clear weather. We fuppofed

there had been much wind out at fea,

having a fwell in the bay, and a heavy\

i'urff breaking upon the beach, niarirui

This morning (24 th), Purraah inform-

ed us that Terriabod would be here

to-morrow ; and at the fame time ordered

all the women to leave the fhips, and go

on ftiore, and the canoes that were along-

fide to depart, and not to open a trade

again till farther orders. Captain Cook

not approving of the Refolution's birth,

flbifted her to another. >

In conf^quence ofyefterday*s order, we

were to day entirely by ourfelves, not a

foul daring to approach us. In the after-

noon Terriaboo arrived in a very large

double canoe, and went on board the Re-

folntion. Uror"- f»* V ^ -^*k • ^

^ The next day (Tuefday 26th), the king

rgain vifited the captain, and in the after-

noon \\ ^nt on (hore in his canoe, attended

• ^7

^
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by two other large canoes, each, as well

as his own, carrying a vaft number of

caps, cloaks, images compofed of baflcet-

work, and covered >yith red feathers,

which were intended as a prefent to cap-

tain Cook, who foon after followed. ^

The day following (27th), the king

made the captains a prefent pf coco nuts,

bread-fruit, plantains, fugar-cane, and

thirty hogs each. Salt being a very plen-

tiful article here, the butchers were con-

tinually employed in corning pork. •
''-

The next morning, feveral gentlemen of

both fhips made an excurfion into the

country ; another party had been fent the

day before by captain Cook, with direc-

tions to make what obfervations they

could, relative to the foil and produce of

the place. On Saturday evening both

parties returned, and the latter made their

j-eport to the captain. After afcending

part of the hill, which was covered in

every direction with plantations of fugar-

cane^
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tzTitt fwect potatoes, tarrow, plantains,

ind bread-fruit trees (which were by far

the largeft they had feen), they arrived at

a fpot of land entirely uncultivated^ dnd

Over-run with long grafs and ferns. At

fome diftance from this were four or five

fmall huts, the habitations of a few poor

people, whofe bufmefs appeared to be, to

cultivate feveral plantations of tarrow,

that probably belonged ;to fome of the

Jirecs or principal people. They bad no-

thing to difpofe of, but two fmall fowls,

a few roots of tarrow, and a fmall quan-

tity of poey as they called it, which was

a kind of pudding made of potatoes, mafh-

ed up with water, and conftitates the prin-

cipal part of the food of the lower clafe

of people. The foil in this part was

light, and of a different kind to that be-

low. Having purchafcd the fowls and

tarrow, they left the huts, and proceeded

to the wood (which was about two miles

diflant), through a confiderable traft of

wafte

/
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wade ground, entirely over- run with long

grafs, ferns, and the draceena terminalis ;

the foot-path was fometimes pretty good,

but in general floney, though not in To

great a degree as the lower parts : thefe

ftones were evidently the produdion of

a volcano. On entering the wood, they

were entertained with the notes of a va-

riety of birds, which rendered their walk

doubly pleafing ; and having feveral boys

with them who profefled the art of bird-

catching, they were fet to work, and in a

fhort time procured feveral. They ufe a

kind of bird-lime for thispurpofe, and arc

befides very expert in imitating the dif-

ferent notes of birds. ^

As they proceeded, they arrived at a

long trad of wild plantain-trees, which

far exceed the cultivated ones in fize

;

they produce fruit like them, but it never

arrives at perfedion. The path now be-

came very dirty and flippery, the foil be-

ing a ftiff yellow clay, interfperfed with

large (lones. They faw a variety of trees,

one
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orie fpecics of which was very tall and

large, and its leaves greatly refembledthofe

of the fpice- trees of Varidiemen's Land ;

this is the wood of which the natives make

their canoes. ^ '

Some time after they arrived at fome

huts or rather fheds belonging tothofe

who had been building, or rather forming

canoes ; at a little diftance lay the re-

mains of a large tree, which thfey had

been at work upon. It was propofed

that they fhould dine here, and the fowls

and tarrow being produced, the men made

a fire, and the huts (though fo fmall and

ruinous) being furnifhed with an oven,

every thing was ready in a fliort time.

They at firft intended fpending the night

there, but not being furnifhed with fuf-

ficient clothing, and the Indians telling

them what cold they would experience, it

was agreed to repair to the huts they had

left in the morning, and there takeup their

lodging. Having after dinner purfued

their fortrter path, as far as it was pradti-
""

" cable.

>
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cable, they turned back, and in the even-i

ing arrived at their place of dcftination.

In the courfe of the night they found it

very cool, *^^ough in the day it was hot to

a degree, and the numbers of rats that

vvrere perpetually running over them, pre-

vented their fleeping too much.^| i'

In the morning, having breakfafted up-

on fome roafted tarrow, they walked down

the hill to the weftward, to procure feme-

thing more fubftantial for dinner ; and in

the fpace of half an hour arrived at fome

houfes moft delightfully fituated, amidft

a number of brea,d-fruitand plantain-trees,

and having purchafed two fmall hogs and

fome bread-fruit, fet off for their laft

.
night's habitation, and in their way put

up feveral flocks of black and white

plover, that w^ere feeding in the planta-

tions. Having left their provifion to the

care of the two natives they had brought

with them, they proceeded in a N. W.
direction, with an intent to penetrate

through the wood, which at the diftance

" '^ .( they
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they then were, appeared very thin ; but

upon their approach they found it con*

fiderably. more over run with underwood

and ferns than that to the northward, and

forming feveral deep valliea, which effec-

tually flopped their progrefs in that direc-

tion. They tried in feveral other places,

but meeting with the fame obftrudlions,

were obliged to give up the point. The
next morning was fixed upon for :heir

return to the (hips ; but chey took a dif-

ferent route to their former one, proceed-

ing nearly in a W. N. W. diredtion,

through innumerable plantations of the

paper mulberry-tree, bread-fruit, and

plantain-trees, which formed an extenfivs

garden, and rendered the houfes which

were fituated there delightfully pleafant.

In the courfe of their walk, they obferved

feveral morais or burying places, very

different from any they had feen before,

and which the fhortnefs of their time, to

their great regret, would not permit them

to examine. Having arrived near the

i ' I fummit

•.t
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fummit of the hill, or rock which forms

the N. W. part of the bay, ftones and

cinders became very predominant, not the

leaft foil being viilble ; and here and there

a fblltary houfe was placed, which ren-

dered the fcene ftill more melancholy, and

afforded a flriking contrail to the former

part of their walk. At fome diflance

from this, they obferved nothing but a

dreary tr^€t of cinders and ftones, and at

the termination of the hill, this volcanic

confufion became much more ilriking,

there being caverns of various fizes forced

open by the heat of the fire, at the bot-

toms of which the lava, at Eril fight, ap-

peared even almoil in a fluid flate.

Having defcended this hill with fome dif-

ficulty, they were met at the bottom by

great numbers of the natives,who crowded

round them fo as almoft to prevent their

moving 5 at length, however, they got to

the beach, and (laving hired a qanoe ar-

rived on board. •

Vol. II. H In
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* ^ In the night fome ofthe houfesof the na-

tives caught fire,and were foon burnt down.

On Monday morning (Feb. ift), the

launches of both fhips were employed in

bringing off wood from the fhore, which

captain Cook had purchafed of the king ;

and in the evening there was a heivah on

fhore, which confifted of boxing, wreft-

ling, &c. --* •^'•i'J

The next day in the afternoon, Terri-

aboo^ prefented captain Cook with near

two hundred fmall hogs, a great num-

ber of coco nuts, bread-fruit, tarrow, and

potatoes ; and in the evening there was

another heivah, after which fome fire-

works were exhibited for the diverfion

and amufement of his majefty. '- ^ •

;' February 3d, we were preparing for

fea, and the next morning (Thurfday 4th),

at half paft five both veflels weighed and

made fail,'attended by a numerous retinue

' of canoes, both double and fingle, and

many of both with fails. Our wind was

dt
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Very light, dnd our obferved latitude wai^

I9deg. 30 min. N.

The next day (Feb. 5th), at ten, we

had a fine breeze^ which continued till

five in the evening, and then it became

calm* Tertiaboo' viiited the Difeoveryj

tnd dined with the captain ; he brought

with him a great number of coco nuts»

tarrow, fome hogs, and feveral fine fifh,

and in the afternoon went on fhore, as

did mofl of the natives who accompanied

us in their canoes. ' »>-* a. ;;'.'i.>. 1

In the morning at four, we had a breeze

from the E. N. E. which in the evening

frefhened into a gale, and continued all

night, and drove us confiderably to lee^

Ward of Mowwhee, where it was cap-

tain Cook's intention to flop for fome

days, being afTured by the natives that

the ifland afforded an excellent harboui*.

"^ The gale continued without inter-

miffion till five in the afternoon of the

next day, when it became very moderate,

and the wind (hifted to the fouUiward,
^ H 2 ' but

II
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but foon after became variable with heavy

fqualls, which kept up more or lefs all

night. During the morning the fhips

loft fight of each other.

The next day (Feb. 8th) it moderated,

but ftill kept in the E. N. E. and N. E.

by N. quarter. In the morning we favr

the Refolution a good diflance to leeward

of us, and at eleven were under the lee

of the north point of O'whyliee ; we
faw many porpoifes. At noon the weather

became cloudy, with heavy fqualls of

wind and rain, and in the evening it was

very variable and unfettled, being alter-

nately calm and fqually,, with the wind

in every dired:ion of the compafs.

At two in the morning (Feb. 9tlj), the

Refolution haled the Difcovery, and in-

formed her that (he had fprung her forc-

maft, on which account captain Cook in-

tended to make the beft of his way to the

old harbour. Our weather proved very

difagreeable, with a Grange unaccount-

able fea, attended with a ^ery fhort and
«" -.r— ' —-' -- - -'«•/ * -'

9
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heavy fwelli one of which came rolling

in at the great cabin windows, and almoft

carried away every thing in it. Our ob-

ferved latitude was 20 deg. 5 min. N.

We found a flrong current running to the

northward. »-— »

The next day was cloudy, with heavy

ihowers of rain, and the whole of it fpeot

in endeavouring to regain our port, but

without fuccefs, fo were obliged to (land

offandonall night. ^^f Oi^l^'o h-"' "

Thurfday (the nth) was fine, with

flying douds, and aC half paft fix in the

mornings the Refolution anchored in the

bay ; the Difcovery not being far enough

to tH<! eailward, was obliged to tack and

turn to windward, and at nine dropped

her anchor likewife. All hands were

immediately employed in preparing to get

out the Refolution's for-e-mafl, which job

was next day efFeded, when it was con-

veyed on fliore, and the carpenters of

both (hips fet to work upon it. The na-

tives cawe off as before, and we purchafed

!ii
H3 hogs,
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hogs, bread, fruit, tarrow, and other pro-*

dudions of the ifland, as ufual \ but we
could not avoid obferving that they w^ro

more bold and daring in their attempts to

thieve than before.

Saturday the nth, the weather was

clear and pleafant, and our carpenter^

were at work upon the maft, while our

laiinches were employed in filling water,

out of a kind of well in the rocks, near

the head of the bay. 1 he natives were

on board as ulual, trading for hogs, &c.

and tlie women were alio trading in their

way. it muft be obfcrved, that many of

th^ Indians had been, both now, and bet

fore, very attentive to the armourer

whiUl at vvork, and took particular no-

tice of the tongs and chiffels which he

made ufe of, ivith his mode of ufing them;

and finding that they were fo eflentially

neceflary in the forming the different

iron-work, they had long beheld them

^ith an eager eye, and were fully per-

fuaded, if they were but once pofFeffed of

^9
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them, they alfo could work as well as

we. Urged by this motive, one of them

at the inftigation of Purraah (as we after-

ward found) watched an opportunity,

while the armourer of the Difcovery's

back was turned, feized the tongs and

jumped over-board ; fome of our people

immediately purfued, and foon took him,

and being brought on board, he received

a fevere flogging. In the afternoon,

another fellow, fet on likewife by Pur-

raah, ran from the oppofite fide of the

deck, and in the face of feveral people

feized both tongs and chiflTel, with which

he made off. This was fo fudden and

daring an attempt, that for fome time we

were at a lofs how to a£l, and the man had

got on board a canoe that w as waiting for

hin: at a diftance, befbre a boat was fent

in purfuit of him. Several muHtets were

fired, but without efFedt, and the canoe

had greatly the advantage of our boat.

Pui/aah, who was at this time on board,

f\id he would endeavour to recover them,

-' H4 ' and



*

m^



long

maa

>very,

alfo.

L with

rraah,

idgar,

.At

i( 105 )

which we found was the property of the

above man, but were obliged to defift,

after receiving fome fevere blows. ' '
.

The next morning (Feb. 14th), at day

light, the Difdovery's large cutter, which

had been fecuredto the buoy, was miffing,

thefe audacious rogues having contrived

to carry it off in the courfe of the night,

without being perceived. This was a

theft which could not be overlooked on

any account, as the lofs of fo capital a

boat might prove of great confequence

to us in the remaining part of the voyage.

Captain Gierke waited upon Captain Cook,

and informed him'of what had happened.

After fome deliberation, the beft method

that could be thought of, (a method

which, in other iflands, had often been

tried, and always met with fuccefs) was

to fecure the kingi and the only way to

do this was to invite him on board, and

then place Gentries over him, after which

we could make our own terms with

|hem. It was alfo thought advifeable to

fend
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fend boats to different parts of the bay,

to prevent any of the natives from mak^

ing their efcape in their canoes. Things

being thus far fettled, the Refo!ution*s

great and fmall cutter, attended by

the Difcovery's fmall cutter and jolly

boat, all well manned and armed, were

difpatched to the various parts of the

bay, with orders to flop all canoes that

ihould attempt to make their efgape, and

if they proyed refractory, to fire at and

kill fome of them, as captain Cook was

determined to let them f(?e he was not to

be trifled with any longer. In the inte-

rim, the captain, with the lieutenant of

marines, went in his pinnace, attended

by the launch (in which were the ma-

rines and fome of the ofBcers, all well

armed), to the N. W. point of the bay,

where the king n Tided. The natives,

fufpcvlling poflihly that fome enquiry

would be made relative to the boat, had

afTembled there in greater numbers than

ufual. Upon landing, the marines were

drawn
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f!rawn up In a line upon the beach, with

the ferjcant at thejr head^ and captain

Cook, with Mf . Philips, proceeded to the

king^s boufe ; buf noj: finding him there,

enquired of the natives where he was,

who told him he was at a houfe not far

diftant. They walked on, and founc}

him, and, after foipe little time, the cap-

tain invited him to go on board, which

he very readily was going to do, but

fome women, and others pf his atten-

dants, who probably were apprehenfive

of fome defign, earneftly begged and in-

treated that he would not. Almoft at

this inflant, three Indians in a canoe arr

rived from the other fide of the bay, with

an account of one of their principal arees

being (hot by our people. They had

been to both (hips, where they told their

ftory in very lamentable terms ; but not

meeting with that pity and redrefs which

they probably thought they had a right

to expedt, they proceeded to the fhore,

where their tale was received in a very

different
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different manner. A general murmur ©f

' difcontent was heard to prevail, and many

of them began to arm themfelves with

fpears and daggers. This circumflance

was obferved by Mr. Philips, and he

communicated his apprehenfions to cap-

tain Cook, who was at this time in the

midft of a crowd, and of courfe was

not able to watch their motions. The

ferjeant of marines alfo, who was at

fome diftance*, faw them arming ; and, as

* the tumult rather incrcafed, called feveral

times to the captain to warn him of hi$

danger ; but there feemed to be a degree

of infatuation attending him, which ren-

" dered him deaf to every thing ! The

mob now prefled upon him, and he was

feen to pulh them back, exclaiming, at

the fame time, ** get away—get away.**

At length one of them behaved very

infolently, and threw ftones at him : the

captain, having his double-barrelled gun,

fired, but mifled him, and fhot the next

man to him. The marines, hearing the

-•^-- •
'

report
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report of the gun, imagined that fome

mifchief had been done, and, without

orders, began to fire alio : this rendered

matters ftill worfc ; and captain Cook,

now feeing his danger, was making to

the boas as faft as the crowd would per-

mit him, but received a ftab between his

ihoulders from a chief who was behind

him ; the man was going to repeat his

blow, but was (hot by the ferjeant of ma-

rines. The marines had no fooner fired

than the people in the launch, from the

fame reafon, fired likewife, and now the

uproar became general : the captain did

not fall in confequence of his wound,

but ftill prefled towards the boats ; the

Indians, however, riifhed upon him, and,

with clubs and ftones, foon put a period

to his exiftence ! The commanding of-

ficer of the Refolution (which was at

lead half a mile nearer the fpot than the

Difcovery) alarmed at the report of the

guns, gave orders for the great guns

to be pointed and fired at them, which

appeared

'W
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jlppeared to cteate much flaughtcf aftd

confufion. Mr, Philips, and his party of

marines, were obliged to jump iutf> the

water ; but fome of them not being able to

fwim, were dragged on (hore by the na-

tives, who foon difpatched them. ThcJ

remaining number with difficulty reach-

ed the boats ; the ferjeant of marines was

wounded in the neck, and received a fe-

vere blow upon the head from a ftone

;

one of the private men had the point of

a fpear, which broke off, fixed under his

left eye ; Mr. Philips was wounded in

the fhoulder, and a corporal and three

private men were killed. The Indians

behaved with great refolution and intre-

pidity, and notwithftanding a fevere fire

was kept up for fome time afterwards,

they maintained their ground, and as

foon as one fell, another immediately

fupplied his place.

Finding it impofiible to recover the

captain's body, the boats ceafed firings

and made the beft of their way on board j

and
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and foon after, Mr. Williamfon, the third

lieutenant of the Refolution, waited upon

captain C lerke with the above melancholy

news I ^iiirr/

Let us for a moment take a flight re-

trofpe£tive view of this fad affair ?—The

natives certainly had no intention at firft

of deftroying captain Cook or any of his

party. The caufe firft originated in the

death of the aree, who was fhot by our

people : it was t^iis circumftance which

alarmed them—and in confequence of

this it was that they armed themfelves.

At this period captain Cook might have

returned on board with fafety; but he

was unfortunate in miffing the man who

behaved infolent to him, and fhooting an-

other—he was unfortunate in the firing

of the marines—and equally fo in the

firing of the people in the launch ; all

which happened in the fpace of a minute.

In (hort, the whole appears to have been

caufed by a chain of events which could

no more be forefeen than prevented !

- ^ The
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The tents, obfervatorles, and the Rc-

foUition's maft being on the oppofite

ihore, a ftrong party were foon after fent

to protect them, while the people were

getting their things off. The boats

which were fent to prevent the efcape of

the canoes, coming on board, were like-

wife difpatched to aflift in bringing off

the maft, &c. Obferving a great num-

ber of the natives running towards the

tents, the Difcovery fired feveral great

guns, which put a ftop to their proceed-

ings for fome time. Several of the fea-

men and marines took pofTeflion of a

morai near the tents, which was confider-

ably elevated above the common level,

and, as the Indians approached, fired at

them, which kept them at bay, but did

no great execution ; for they had no

fooner thrown a ftone than they ran be-

hind their houfes, and by this means pre-

vented our men from taking aim.

. About noon, the Refolution's maft,

with the tents, obfervatories, &c. were

brought

I*":
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brought on board. In the afternoon, t\\6

launch of the Difcovery, with the Refo-

lution's large cutter, pinnace, jolly boat,

and fmall cutter were fent in fliore with

a flag of truce, under th^ command of Mr.

King, the fecond lieutenant of the Refo-

lution, who was in great efteem with all

the principal people of the ifland, to try

if the captain's body could be procured

by fair means. Upon the .approach of

the boats to th6 fhore, the natives began

to throw flones ; but when the flag was

hoifted, theydefifted, and feveral came off

to the boats. The body being demand-

ed, fome told Mr. King that it fhould be

brought off on the morrow, others faid

that it was cut to pieces. Nothing far-

ther could be learned from them ; the

boats therefore returned. The (hips com-

panies, exafperated to the higheft degree

at the lofs of their commander, and dill

more enraged at this behaviour of the

Indians, defired captain Gierke's permif-

fion to go on fliore, declaring that they

Vol. IL I would
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would bring ofF the body, in fpight of

every thing, and burn down ihe town

:

this rafli requefl: of theirs was, however,

prudently denied. During the night,

a good look-out was ordered to be kept,

led the Indians fhould meditate an attack,

and a boat was dire«^ed to row continually

round the fhips.

Monday, Feb. 15th. Flying clouds,

with Ihowers of rain. About ten in the

morning, three of the natives (one of

whom was a priefl) came off with a flag

of truce. He told us we fhould have the

captain's body to-morrow, and was very

defirous that captain Gierke and Mr. King

fhould go on fhore with him j but this

was entirely out of the queftion. In the

afternoon, the efFcds of captain Cook

were difpofed of; and about half paft

feven in the evening, we were alarmed

T)y the firing of two mufkets on board the

Refolution. Upon enquiry, we found

that the centry had dircovered two In-

dians in a canue under the Ihip's bows:

, ^ ihey
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they begged us to defift from all adls of

violence, as they came on terms of friend-*

Ihip ; and having hauled their canoe into

the pinnace, which was along-fide, they

came on board, one having a bundle un-

der his arm. Mr. King, who ran upon

deck immediately upon the difcharge of

the mufkets, perfedlly recolleded one of

them, who had always fhewn a great at-

tachment to captain Cook. When intro-

duced into the great cabin, they untied

the bundle, which, upon examination,

contained theflefliy part of a man's thigh,

the bone being taken out : this, they told

us, belonged to captain Cook, and was all

that remained of him, the reft being

burnt. As they had brought this off by

ftealth, they were fearful of coming on

board till it was dark, left they fliould be

obfcrved by any of their own people.

Having ftaid till ten, they returned to the

(hore.

About twelve, three girls from the

Moral fide of the bay, fwam gn board,

I ^ and
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.•Mid foon after a canoe, In whlcti were

two Indians, came along-llde, but were

defired to return, which they did very

quietly. The girls remained on board.

Tuefday the i6th. Pleafant weather,

with flying clouds. Several canoes pafled

and repaffcd from the fhore to the Refo-

lution. About noon, three of the na-

tives came off in a canoe, and paddling

towards the Refolution, one of them got

up and waved the hat which belonged to

captain Cook, thr<jw feveral ftones, and

flapped his poftcriors. This being ob-

ferved from the (hip, feveral mufketa

and four great guns loaded with round

ihot, were fired at them, but without ef-

fect : they however did fome mifchief

on (bore, for foon after two Indians came

off in a canoe, and told rs they had killed

one of their chiefs.

The command of the Refolution, in

confequence of the death of captain Cook,

devolved to captain Gierke, and Mr. Gore,

firll lieutenant of the Refolution, fucceed-

ed
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cd captain Gierke; Mr. King and Mr.

Williamlbn were pppointed firit and fe-

cond lieutenants, and Mr. Harvey, maf-

ter's mate, was made third. '

.•'•••

February, the 17th. In the morning,

the Difcovcry hauled nearer the water-

ing-place, in order to protect the boats

from the infults of the natives during

' their taking in water. Upon our people's

landing they were at firft quiet, but foon

' after colledted thcmfelves, and began to

fling ftones. Several great guns were

fired from the Difcovery, which checked

their progrefs a little ; but they foon be-

gan again, and being fheltered by their

houfes and walls, our mufkets did very

little execution. In the afternoon, before

the boats went again, the Difcovery fired

a number of guns, loaded with round and

grape fhot, into the midft of the town

;

after which the boats were fent on fhore,

and our people fet fire to the houfes,

which cleared them effedtually. In this

attack, fix of the natives were killed -,

I 3 and



ftnd the Tailors were fo much enraged,

that, in fpite of every thing, they cut off

the heads of two, one of which they tied

to the bow of the Refolution's large cut-

ter, and the other they carried on board

;

but as foon as the captain was informed

of the afFa''-, he gave immediate orders

for the heads to be thrown overboard.

Many Indians, who had allembled upon

the hills immediately above the watering

place, puflied down large pieces of rocks,

but they forcunately did no damage ex-

tejpt killing one of their own people.

*rhis Was obferved from the Difcovery,

jind, In order to diflodge them, two or

three Iwivels were fired, which anfwcr^d

the purpofe very well.

One of tVie Indians wa6 taken prifoner,

irid carried on board the Refolution. This

poor fellow fully expeded to be killed,

and even after he was releafed, could at

firft fcarcely believe otherwifr; ; but find-

ing we had no fuch intention, he was at a

Jofs to exprefs his gratitude fufHciently

;

' ^ eveiy

%
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every day during the remainder of our

ftay, he brought us bread-fruit, tarrow,

plantains, and feveral hogs, and was al-

moft continually on board. Towards the

evening, a prieft, named Kari kaah, who

refided near the Morai, and had been our

friend even to the laft, came on board

with a pig, which he prefented to the

captain who made him feveral prefents,

after which he returned to the Ihore.

Thurfday the i8th. In the morning,

the boats were again difpatched for wa-

ter, but not an Indian was to be feen.

About feven in the evening, or.e of them

came fwimming off to the fhip upon a

piece of wood, whereon v^as tied a bundle

of roafted bread-fruit ; it was purchafed

of him, and he ftaid on board near an

hour, and then returned to the fhore.

Whilft this man was with us, a canoe

with three Indians came along-fide, laden

with bread-fruit and fugar-cane : we very

gladl/ bought their commodities, after

which they departed. Hogs now were

I 4 a very
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a very fcarce article, fo that at length we
were obliged to begin upon our corned

pork. V ' ...-:-.: !;.,;•,

Friday morning, the boats were fent

- for water as before, which was now filled

without the leafl moleftation from the In-

dians. Many canoes were paddling a-

bout, all of which carried flags of truce.

In the afternoon a chief came on board

the Refolution, from Terriaboo', to cap-^

, tain Gierke, informing him that he would

bring all the remaining bones of captain

Cook, and at the fame time begged that

we would enter into a league of friend-

fhip with him, and lay all animonties a-i

f:de ; that Terriaboo' was very forry for

the melancholy affair that had happened,

and if we fhould ever come to this ifland

again, he intreated that we would not

hurt or molefl them. Thefe terms being

agreed to, he departed very well fatisfied.

, This man was drelFcd in one of thofe e-

legant long cloaks, with a green wreath

roqnd his head. > :.,: .

, ^ The
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The next morning, at eleven, the chief

came on board, bringing with him two

bundles of cloth, which contained the

bones of our unfortutiate captain ; the

upper part of the Ikull, the fcalp, with the

hair and ears, the bones of the thighs,

legs, and arms, and the hands on which

.was the flefh, were all that remained ; the

ribs and vertebrae he told us were burned,

They had cut off the long hair behind,

which he faid was in the pofleflion of

Kommaah-maah, a chief nearly related to

Terriaboo. The 'jands had feveral in-

cifions in a longitudinal direction, both

upon the back and infide, and a quantity

of fait had been rubbed in, with a view

i.ioft likely to prevent putrefadion.

Things being thus amicably fettled, we
th.^, >«ext day (Sunday 21ft), purchafed

feveral fine hogs and plenty of bread-fruit

of the natives, who now came on board

without the le^ll figns of fear; among

the reft was Kari-kaah, our friendly prieft,

Jn t^? afternoon, the fad remains of cap^

Q f^ tain
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tain Cook were committed to the deep,

with all the honours due on fuch an oc-

cafion

!

The 22d we were making all ready for

fea. The natives, who were aware of our

intention, brought off great plenty of

hogs, tarrow, bread-fruit, plantains, and

fugar-cane, <
^ "M which articles we bought

a fufhcient floe and at fix in the even-

ing unmoored fhip. At half paft eight,

every thing being ready, we weighed

our anchors, and having made fail, flood

out of the bay, but not without many fighs

at leaving the remains of our unfortunate

commander behind us.

rr

s >
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Chap. xxvi.

Arrival at O^wha'ow-^Jind no convenient

. watering-place -^ arrive at Atou'wi—
iranfaBiom there^—depart from thence^

and proceed to O'neehow ^-^occurrences

there—leave Sandwich IJles^ and Jhape

our courfefor Kamtfchatka,

i*1l

THE neist day we had light, variable

airs J and cur obferved latitude

was 1 9 deg. 54 min. N. We obferved

a heavy fwell from the northward : and in

the evening and all night it blew a frefh

gale from the N. E. It was the caj^tain's

intention to have gone to Mow'whee, but

finding it impramicable to fetch it under

two or three days {the wind, which con-

tinued to blow with violence, being

againft us), he gave up the point, and at

nine the next morning (Feb. 24th), we
bore away, intending to make the beft of

our way to A^tou'wi. At ten we dif-

covered
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covertJ feveral patches of Ihallow water,

fo flood right before the wind in order to

avoid them, after which we refumed our

former courfe again. This flioal-water

was occafioned by a fpit or bank, which

ran in a S. W. diredion from a fmall

ifland called Kaowr^avee, nearly adjoining

to Mow'whee. Our latitude to-day was

20 deg. 43 min. N. In the afternoon we

had light airs and very fmooth water, oc-

cafioned by the furrounding land. At

half paft two, many Indians put off to us,

bringing fifh of various kinds, fome tar-

row, and a few fmall hogs. Amongft

the natives who came on board was a

man apparently about forty years old,

Tvhofe height was no more than four feet

one inch ; he was very well proportioned,

and in every refpedt as lively and adive,

and in as perfe<fl a ftate of health as thofe

of the common fize. We faw a woman
at O'why'hee, fomething fmaller than this

man. At night we (lood to the fouth-

ward. , • •

At
^
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At four the next morning, we wore

fhip, and flood to the S. W. and at eight r

we had light breezes, -when the high land '

of Mow'whee bore N. 80 deg. E. We
found a current fetting to the eaftwardj

and at noon our obferved latitude was

20 deg. 43 min. N. when the extremes

of Aranni^ (an ifle to the weftward of

Mow'whce) bore N. 33 deg. \V. and N.

44 deg. E. the high land of Mow'whee

N. 79 deg. E. the extremes of Kaowr^a-

vee S. 66 deg. E. and S. 87 deg. E. Dur-

ing the night we had light variable winds,

Friday (Feb. 26th) we had clear and

pleafant weather, with flying clouds, and

a fine breeze from the N. E. In the firft

of the morning, we were Handing along

the S. W. fide of Morotai : the N. E.

extreme was rather lofty, from thence to

the weftern point it became low and ap-

parently not much cultivated. We ob-

ferved feveral fmokes near the fca-fide.

At nine founded, and found ground at

eighteen fathom. Our obferved latitude

was
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was 21 deg. 11 min. N. and at two in

the afternoon faw the ifland of OVha'ow
bearing W. and diftant about eight or

nine leagues : it was high, but not fo ele-

vated as OVhy'hee or MowVhee, This

was the ifland we faw to the eaftward, in

our paflage to the northward laft year,

in January, immediately before we dif-

covered A'touVi. In the night we ftood

off and on.

Saturday was cloudy, with a few {how»

crs of fmall rain. At four in the morn-

ing* we bore iway for OVhaow, the

wind E. N. E. and E. our courfe W. and

S. W. At ten we were well in with part

of the north-fide, the fouthermoft point

bearing about S, E. There were feveral

fmall rocky ifles fituated about hair a mile

to the E. S. E. of it. Its appearance on

this fide was very rocky, making in many

broken, craggy hills, which though not

very high, were covered with clouds at

their fummits. Having taken a flight

view gf ^hjs part, we haulcjd up to tha

> / .. '

N. W,
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N. W. which courfe we continued till

eleven, when feeing more land to the

fouth-weftward, we bore away again, the

wind E. S. E. our courfe S. W. We
found this land was a continuation of

O'wha'ow. Our obferved latitude to day

was 21 deg. 50 min. N. and at half pad

two, we anchored in thirteen fathoms,

with a fine white fandy bottom, about

two miles from fhore, on the weftern

fide the ifland, and near a fandy beach ;

our foundings were from twenty to thir-

teen fathom. The Refolution's pinnace

and large cutter were got out, and the

captain, with Mr. King, went on fliorc,

with a view of finding a convenient water-

ing-place. During their abfence, feveral

of the natives came off to us in their ca-

noes ; we purchafed one fmall pig, and

three or four roots of tarrow, which

were all they brought off, except a few

baked roots, which in their external ap-

pearance refembled yams ; they were of

A tou^h, ftringy nature, but yielded a

: 6 . fweet
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fweet thlckiili juice, which if it could bd

kept would have been a good fuccedaneum

for fugar ; its Indian name was Tee, We
bought fome of the fame kind of root at

Tonga- taboo. Among other intelligence,

we learned that they were at prefent en-

gaged in a war with the natives of Moro*

tai, and that all the arees, with their large

canoes, were abfent upon that occafioHj

"which was the reafon of our feeing fo

few inhabitants-; a circumftance which

we could not help remarking. At five

the pinnace and cutter returned, with an

account of a rivulet or run of frelh water j

but the beach (which made a divifion be-

tween it and the fea) was fo low and level,

that at high water the frelh was impreg-

nated with the fait, to a confiderable di-

ftance* This being the cafe, the boats

were hoifted in, we weighed our anchors

and flood out to fea. This part of O^wha-

ow had a pleafant appearance ; it was of

a moderate elevation, and well clothed

with verdure, but we faw very few

j.-.v';: .'

"

trees
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trees : as you approach the north ponit

it becomes rugged and very irregular,

ind increafes confiderably in height. We
hauled our wind all night, to give the

land a good birth,{leering a N. and N, by

E. courfe.

The wind the next day was E.N. E.

and the weathc. plealant, with pafling

clouds. At four the next morning we

bore away for A'tou'wi, keeping a W. S,

, VV* courfe. At noon our obfervcd lati-

tude was 22 deg. 8. min. N. which being

more to the northward than wc wiflied or

expedcd, we altered our courfe to S. by

W. At four in the afternoon faw the illand

of A'tou'wi extending from N. 26 deg,

W. to N. 63 W. and about feven leagues

diftant. At fix we were a breaft of the

Sugar-Loaf mount, but night coming on,

we hauled our wind, and flood off and

on till morning.

Monday (March ift), at five in the

morning, we bore away : from {ix to eight

we were running along- fliorc at about

Vol. If, K three
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three miles diftancc, our foundings being

lbvcn, eight, and nine fathom. At half

paft eight we let go our anchor, intwenty-

live fatliom, a fandy bottom, nearly in the

fame fpot as when here before. We foon

after moored fhip, when the eaftern part

of the road bore S. 67 ^eg, E. the blufF

on the weft fide of the watering place N,

33 deg. E. the weft point of the roadN.

71 deg. W. and the extremes of O'nee-

how from N. 71 deg. W. to S. 81

deg. W. our diftance from fhore about

two miles and half. At nine, the

launches, cutters, pinnace, &;c. were

hoifted out, and foon after we had many

canoes along fide, but they broilght ofF

but few articles of trade. At one in the

afternoon, the Refolution's launch was

fcnt on (hore for a load of water, attended

by the large cutter, to traffick with the

natives. Upon the firft landing of our

people they were very civil, but foon

began their old trade of thieving, which

they were the more encouraged to do, as

cur

..>t.
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our party was but Imall, The firft at*

tempt w^s upon oue of the water hi^ckets^

which cue of thern m^(\e off with
; ^

muflvCt was fired at him, hut wiihoyt cf-

fcd^. The next thing was the cpoper'^

bag, in which there lucl;ily was ;iothing

but a few bungs ;
^lie third w^s Air,

'King's hanger, which they fuatchec} Qut

of his hand. Having with much difli-;

culty filled all the cafks, tl^ey were got

oflF, and our people were preparing tp ^iv,-*

bark : foipe of them were already in the

boats, when the Indians prcfl'ed clof'i

Upon them, and attempted to wrench the

mufkets out of their hands ; and one of

them threw a ftone at the ferjeant pf ma-

rines, which knocked off hi^ hat, upoq

ysrhich orders were given to fire, wjjich

tl^ree of tl^e marines did, and killed of

mortally wounded one of them, T\}\^

t}irew them intq fome coafufion, \yhlpli|

qur people took the adv^ntj^ge of, ^ncj pui;

off. Nine fine hogs and a few root§ o|

|arrOyV were however purchafed

,

I f

!

/
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' The next morning at eight, the launch-

es of both Ihips, with the pinnace, large

and fmall cutters, all well manned ^and

armed to proted them, were fent on fliore

to fiiv water. We had r\ great concourfe

of the natives on board and alon^-fide,

of whom we purchafed an amaziiig num-

ber of very large hogs, which kept our

butchers and falters continually employed,

and plenty of potatoes and tarrow, but

very few yams. At fix in the evening

the boats returned, having met with no

molefiation from the Indians till they put

off, when one of them threw fome ftones.

Wednefday (the 3d), at feven, the boats

well manned and armed, were again dif-

patched, and we continued to purchafe

hogs, potatoes, &c. as abundantly as

yefterday. In the morning, a chief, at-

tended by feveral wom^n (one of whom
w^e fuppofed to be queen of the ifland

when here before) came on board on a

vifitto the captain, who made them feve-

rai prefents of bracelets, hatchets, nails,

.&c,
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8zc, with which they were much de-

lighted. At two in the afternoon the

boats returned, having completed the Re-

folution's ftock of water.

The following day, trade was very

briik for hogs ; but tarrow, potatoes, &c.

were rather fcarce.

On Friday morning at nine, the Dif-

covery wanting to complete her water^

her launch, attended by the Refolution's

pinnace and large cutter, manned and

armed, were fent on lliore for that pur-

pofe. They returned at half paft tv^^o

with a prefent from the queen (who was

one of the women that came on board

with the chief on Wednefday), which

confifted of a great number of mats of

different forts, and various degrees ^
finenefs, bracelets compofed of boar s

tufks, feather ruffs, for the neck, and

feveral kinds of cloth.

At eight the next morning, the queen

and her attendants came on board to the

captain, who made them various prcfents

K3
,

ia
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iii reluttl Tof th^ ihdts, &c. which fhe fefit

brt board yeftdfday. Shft was fhort and

lufty, about forty yfears of age, and very

jplain with refpeift to perfon. It feems

3(he, at that time, was at war with Tor.a-

iiana, who, flic faid, was an ufurpei , and

that the government of A'tou'wi belonged

ito hefi She was >7er7 defirous for fome

"" bf our people to Hay and fight for her,

5l^>„omifing them every good thing the

ifland produced in the greatefl abundance.

^ Sunday tnorning, at ten, we were vi-

fited by Tomahana, to whom fome of the

natives paid great reiped : others again,

whom v^c fuppofed to be of the queen's

party, took not the leafb notice of him.

She was on board herfelf at the time, but

*;|iothing pafled between them except a

few angry looks. . . >i.. ,,. .

In the afternoon, Kalidva, the queen's

fon, viiited both fhips, and made feveral

pr^fents to the captains of each, which
*
-confifled of carved images, eatuas, mats,

i. and a curious awa bowl. They, in re-»

,!?i turn*
*'
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turn, complimented him with a large glafs

bowl, fome red cloth, hatchets, and beads.

He WiiS about twelve years old, and a fine

looking boy ; his attendants, which were

numerous, carried him up and down the

ihip's fides. The queen, underftanding

we were in want of vegetables, fent on

board great bundles of fugar-cane, and

plenty of tarrow-roots. '

Monday morning, was fine and clear,

and at eight we took up our anchors and

made fail, Ihaping our courfe for O'nee-

how. At three in the afternoon, we

dropped our anchors again, in twenty

fathom of water, with a fand) K)ttom.

When moored, the extremes of the ifland

bore N. E. by N. and E. by S our di-

flance fiom the ftiore being two miles. A
few of the Indians came off to us with a

fmall number of yams, and two or three

fmall pigs. Our obferved latitude to-day

was 21 deg. 47 min N. •, .

The next day was cloudy, with fliowers

of rain. The wind v/as io turbulent

K A. during
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during the night, that the Rcfolution

drove, though both her anchors were in

good holding ground. In the morning,

four or five canoes came off with a few

yams, which we gladly bought, as they

were the only roots that would keep for

any length of time. Of thefe we pur-

chafed, when lafl here, a confidcrable

flock, but were much difappointed in our

expedations this time, the feafon proving

a bad one. ^ >..•„..-.>.

As the trade on board y^z& very Hack,

the launch was fent early the next morn-

ing on (here, to fee what could be done

there, and at ten flie returned with feve-

ral hogs and fome yams. '
>

>'"

On Thurlday fhe was difpatched again,

and on Friday feveral canoes arrived from

A'tou'wi, with a prefent of mats, &c.

from the queen. On Saturday the maf-

ter, with the pinnace and cutler, were fent

round the north point of the ifland, to fee

if it was pracfticable to anchot there, as we
fuppofed we fliould be furnifhcd with a
-'"'""

^'
''

greater
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greater fupply of yams, as they all ap*

peared to be brought from that part.

They returned however, without being

able to find a convenient place.

— The next •norning (March r4th), wa

unmoored, and, as ws did not propofe

moving that day, the launch w^s lent as

ufual, and returned with a few yams and

On Monday morning, at feven, we
weighed and made fail, ftanding W. by

S. and W. S. W. with a view of flopping

at a fmall low ifland; which the natives

call M6goo-pap6ppa, as they informed

us it abounded with turtle. Wehad^a
heavy fwell from the W. N. W. and our

obferved latitude was 21 dcg. 47 min. N.

At eight, not feeing any thing of it, we

flood off and on for the night. '
"^^^ ^-

. ;„,-.f..:..

CHAP.



V \

I:
!

•

isil

m

< ^38 )

-r^n li/j '{"

S->^ J C HAP. XXVIL
!i4 .^1. f 9-1

jDefcription of Sandwich IJleS'~-Jituation^->

froduc€'^inhabitantS'—drefi '-^compara^

€£ ^ive view of the drejfes of tbe various

binnationsfeen in the courfe of the [voyage'-^

boujes—furniture, /

«f

THIS raage of iflands, diftinguifhed

by the name of Sandwich Ifles,

; lay ia a N. W. by W. and S. E. by E.

I
direction by compafs, and are fituated be-

,
tween 22 deg. 15 min. and 18 deg. 53

. min. N, latitude. There are in all

twelve, viz. O'why'hee, Mow'whee,Mo-
, rotai, Kaowravee, Aranni, Morokinnee,

O'who'ow, A'lou'wi, O'neehow, Orrahoo-

wa, Taoora, and Mogoo-papoppa. Of

thefe O'whyhee, Mow'whce, O'wha'ow,

and A'tou^wi, are the largeft, and have

each of them a king, to one or other of

^
which the fmaller ifles are fubje(5t.

O'why'hee,
t t A \ ^^
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b'why'hec, which is the eaft^rmoft and

by far the largeft, is fomewhat of a cir-

cular form, extending about feventy-five

miles from E. to W, and eighty-four

from N. to S. its circuit being two hun-

dred and feventy miles. Both the eaft-

ern and weftern points are compofed of

tolerably low land 5 that to the eaftward

rifes by a gradual afcent to a very lofty

hill, or rather mountain, whofe top has

feveral patches of fnow upon it. The
weftern one alfo rifes regularly to a hill,

which is feparated from the other by a

deep valley, but is not fo high as the

former. The north and fouth fides afford

•a. great contrafl in their afpe£l : the for-

mer has the appearance of a garden,

being covered with an immenfe quantity

<of plantations, confifling of fweet pota-

toes, tarrow, and plantains, which are

frequently furrounded with hedges of

fugar-cane, and abounds with fine Wa-

ter-falls:—^the latter, on the contrary,

has a very barren afped ; in many places

* thex«
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there h little elfe to be feen but large

SBafles of black rocky matter, which we

afterwards found was the produce of a

volcano, and nor a fingle run of water

to be feen. That which we procured at

Karacacooah Bay, was brackifh, and in-

deed almoft unfit for ufe, as it proved

very cathartic in its efFedt ; and had it not

been for a fmall well in the cavity of a

rock, which with fome trouble, fupplied

our- wants, we muft have left the place

without a flock.

* This ifland confifls of fix diftrids, or

provinces, viz. Kaoo, Apoona, Aheedoo,

Amacdoa, Koharra, and Akona : in the

latter, Karacacooah Bay is fituated. The

N. W. fide is compofed of an upright

mafs of rock, the top of which is a per-

fect garden ; the S. E. fide confifts of a

long tra(!il: of low land, upon various parts

of which are placed the towns of the na-

tives : the head of the bay rifes very gra-

dually, and is terminated by a ridge of

high land, covered with trees, which runs

v.. U nearly •
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nearly acrofs the ifland. The land ia

this part is very ftony, and even the in-

terior parts ar not free from them, and

all bear evident marks of fire. The pre-

sent race of inhabitants do not remember

this ifland in a (late of eruption, but it

muft once (at lead this fide of it) have

been abfolutely in a flame. The N. W.
point affords the moft ftriking appearance

of this kind, as has been mentioned be-

fore; notwithftanding which there is a

large town built upon it, and even the

king frequently refides there. The foil

along-fliore, where it is free from ftones,

is light, thin, and fandy, but as you ad-

vance up the country, it becomes loamy,

rich and deep, and on the mountains

it is rendered rich from the continual

fall of leaves and rotten timber. O'ta-

heitee and the Society Ifles can boaft of a

much better foil ; there it was deep,

black, rich, and loamy, but notwithftand*

ing this difference, many of the produc-

tions do not arrive at fo great a decree

of
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of perfe<5lion as at O'whyhee. The
bread-fruit, for inftance, is fuperior in

fize, as well as flavour to that of the Sot

ciety Ifles, and the tree itfelf grows con-j

fidcrably larger, and fpreads in a furprifr

ing degree ; the fugar cane too is hy far

the largeft vjq ever faw, and yields a

great quantity of juice, r- ' a; ^i
/•

. .

The air of thefe iflands is in general

falubrious, efpecially at O'why'hee, where

we had regular fea and land breezes ; but

at A'tou'wi and O neehow, we found a

'Confiderable alteration in the climate ; the

weather was moflly cloudy and frequently

rainy9 and ths wind high, in confe-

quence of which coughs and colds pre-

vailed. • : • . ,1 1 >

With refpedl to quadrupeds, we faw

only hogs, dogs, rats, and bats. The

dogs are bred for no other purpofe thaqi

to eat, but not fo univerfally as at the Sor

ciety Ifles, nor are they fo numerous.

The rats are more abundant> but bats are

pot very common.
"
Thg
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. The birds are very numerous,' though

not various, fome of them can vie with

thofe of any country in point of beauty.

Five different fpecies may be referred to

the certhia genus of Linnaeus : one,

which, from the ftrudurc of its beak, was

called, by our feamen, a parroquet, is

quite an anomalous bird, and probably

will afford a new genus. Among the

more common ones, are owls, plover,

nearly the fame as our whiffling plover,

curlews, and ravens ; the former and lat-

ter rather fcarce. Upon our firft ar-

rival at Karacacooah Bay, the natives

brought off feveral ^ttky which were

quite tame ; they were not unlike the

Chinefe geefe; they called them Na-na.

By what means they procured them, we
could not learn. They have ducks, and

upon the coaft are found a fpecies of tern,

two or three fpecies of petrels, and a few

gannets. .
-"

^

The coaft abounds with variety of fifh,

among which is the albecore j of thefe,

^ during
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during our mn along th€ S. E. fide of

the ifland, we one day bought ffufficicnt

for the fliip's company, foine of them

weighing near thirty pounds. The na-

tives fait thefe, and indeed every kind of

fifh they catch that are tolerably large.

This fiih, however, was bought only at

one fmall town, fituated in a very barren

ijpot, not far from the caft point, nor was

there any falted fiOi offered to fale but at

this place, at A'tou'wi, and O'neehow.

Among the reft of the fifh was a fpecies

oi jaculator, but different from the cha-

todon rojiratus, of Linnaeus. Of the

Jparus genus, there were various kinds,

and fome new fpecies ; and at A'tou'wi

and O'neehow the cavilla was very com-

mon among the fa!ted fifh.

Many of the vegetable produdions of

thefe iflands are the fame as at the Society

and Friendly Iflesj thofe which they have

in common with them, are bread-fruit,

coco nuts, plantains, fugar-cane, yams,

tarrow, and a fweet potatoe of an orange

6 - - . colour.
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Golbur, which cats fotnethlng like a car-

rot. The fweet potatoe, which abounds

here fco7ivulvulus batatas, Lin.) is not

found at the Friendly Ifles, but at Ota-

heitee we faw one fmall plantation of ir,

not far from Point Venus. All thefe

iflands do not, however, produce the

above mentioned articles ; at O'why'hee,

except the yams, they were all in great

plenty, but at A^/ou'wi we got neither

bread-fruit nor coco-nuts, though they

have a few of both, but in no perfedion.

At O'neehow we got little elfe than yams,

potatoes, and fugar-cane; once, indeed,

two fmall bunches of plantains were

bought, but the fruit was fmall.

The awa tree fpiper tnethyjlicumy Forft.)

fo univerfally known and made ufe of

in all the tropical ifles, for the purpofe

of intoxication, is by no means plentiful

among thefe iflands. We faw only five

or fix plants growing near one of their

houfes at O'why'hee : what they ufed,

we obferved, was always dry, from which

i Vol. II. L circum-^
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cXrcunilcance we fuppofed they procured

it from fome of the neighbouring ifland»,

or at leaft from the northern or more di-

ftant parts of O'why'hee. The eloth tree

is fuffered to grow larger here than w«

ever faw it before ; this, with the candle

tree (akurites triloba y Forft.) and the no-nc

(tnorinda citrifoliay Lin.) are aifo the pro-

dudions of the Friendly and Society Ifles,

and the fmall green Otaheitee apple is

tolerably plentiful. The fides of the

hills are covered vtith variety of thrubs,

among which is one well known in the

Weft Indies by the name of the bonduc

or nickar tree, {^giiilandina bondui^i Lin.)

We alfo found abundance of wild ginger

and turmerick, both which are common

at the Friendly and Society Ifles : the

dracana terminalis grows in aimoft every

part of the ifland, and fome beauciful

ihrubs of the i;jm«/:^w genus were found.

The etou of Otaheitec is a native of thU

place, though not common j the natives

feem to be ignorant of its ufe as a dye.

The
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The woods, which are confined principally

to the hills, are thick and extenfive ; upon

penetrating about a mile, you fall in with

a long range of plantain trees, which, for

want of proper air and culture, affume a

different appearance with refped to co-

lour from the general run, being of a

harfli, dull, and rather dark green ; they

are tall, and the fruit is fmall, hard, and

bitter, and feldom ripens. This fruit,

bad as it is, is fometimes eaten by the

lower clafs of people. Among a variety

of other (hrubs, we found a fpecies of

rafpberry, the fruit of which was rather

infipid. There are only two kinds of

trees which can properly be denominated

timber ; the firft, in the (hape of its

leaves, bears a ftrong refemblance to the

fpice trees of Vandiemen's Land, and

grows to a great height ; of this the na-

tives make their canoes. The fecond is

found at Otaheitee, where it is fo fmall

as fcarcely to deferve the name of a tree,

but at this place is nearly equal to the

• L 2 other
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other in point of fize. Moft of the plants

(of which there was variety) were out of

flower^ but ferns and mofTet were quite in

a perfect ftate.

Thus far the productions of O'why'hee

only have been confidered : with refped to

thofe of the other ifles, we can fay but

little, not having the time and opportu-

nity of examining them. The foil of

O'wha'ow is of a red colour, which kind

of earth, the natives informed us, wa*s

moft favourable for the produce of yams.

A'tou'wi is high, and the inland parts

are woody : the foil is loamy and rich,

even clofe to the water fide. The S. W.
part of O neehow is low level land, but

the N. and N. E. parts are high and

rocky : the foil is a fandy loam, almoft

covered with loofe ftones ; the whole

iiland, which is fmall, produces fcarce a

tree. Tao'ora is nothing more than a

bluff rock, which is fteep on all fides,

with a flight verdure on the top -, its fole

' y inhabi-
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inhabitants are fea-fowl, fuch as petrels,

albatroffes, boobies, and gannets.

The inhabitants of O'why'hee are very

numerous ; during our cruize off the

north part, the hills (for the ftiore on that

fide is in general fteep and lofty) were

almoft covered with thenj, and when we

anchored in Karacacooah Bay, the num-

ber was almoft incredible. A'tou'wi is

well populated, and O'neehow, though

fmall, has many inhabitants. However,

all the iflands produce a much greater

quantity of provifions than the natives can

conlume. ^i

The men are above the middle fize,'

ftout, well made, and flelhy, but not fat.

Corpulency is not altogether fo great a

mark of diftindtion in thefe as in the So-

ciety Ifles : and tallnefs, for which the

Otahelteans have great partiality, is alfo

overlooked. Their colour is in general

brown olive. The women are in general

mafculine, though there are fpme deli-

cately made, and the voice of them aH

L 3 if
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is foft "and feminine. The hair both of

the head and beard is black ; that of the

head the men wear in the form of a hel-

met, that is, a long frizzled ridge from J

the forehead to the neck, the fides being

much fhorter. This faftiion feems to

prevail only among the principal people,

that of the inferior fort being of an equal

length in every part. Moft of them were

very defirous of parting with their beards,

which, they faid, were dil'agreeable and

troublefome, and were fond of being

fhaved by our people. Some of the

priefts wore their beards long, and would

,

not on any account part with them. The

women wear their hair long before, but

very (hort behind, which is not the moft^

becoming mode ; and, like ihofe of the

.

Friendly Ifles, they have a way of render-

ing it of different colours, red, yellow,

and brown. The features of both fexes
,

are good, and we faw fome of the females

who might really be called fine women.

Their teeth are even and perfe(^ly white.
'

Win In
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In general, they feem to be very healthy,

. and we obferved fevcral who appeared to

be of a great age. As to difealcs. we faw

none who laboured under any during our

(lay, except the veuereal complaint;

coughs and colds, indeed, were pretty

.-general, and one man died. From what

- we could learn of his diforder from the

' natives, it was a violent griping or colic.

i Both men and women appeared to be

of a good difpofition, and behaved to each

other with the tendereft regard : when

they did fall out, which fometimcs was

the cafe, occafioned by the upfetting of a

canoe, or fome fuch trifling accident, they

only fcolded a little, and this was foon

over ap^ forgotten. We never faw them

(Irike each other upon any occafipn.

. They are all thieves, from the aree to the

tou-tou, but not quite fo expert at it as our

Otaheitee friends. ^
.,-• -^ ^

-r^-.z^'J ^'r

The cuftom of tatowiug prevails great-

ly among thefe people, but the men have

•ft much larger {hare of it than the women

;

'-r ' / L 4 many
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many (particularly fome of the natives of

Mow'whee,) have one half their body,

from head to footi marked in this man-

ner, which gives them a mod ftriking

appearance. It is done with great regu-

larity, and looks remarkably neat ; fome

have only an arm marked in this manner,

others a leg ; fome again have both arin

and leg, and others only the hand. The

women are for the mod part marked upon

the hand, and fome upon the tip of their

tongue, but of ibefe we faw but few.

Both fexes have a particular mark, ac-

cording to the diftridt in which they live,

or it is rather the mark of the aree, or

principal man under whofe jurifdidtion

they more immediately are. We never

faw the operation of tatowing performed,

nor could we procure a fight of the in-

ilruments ufed upon this occafion, but it

is likely they are much the fame as thofe

of the Friendly and Society Ifles. ^

"• Both men and women are very cleanly

in their perfons; the latter walh their

wholem,*.44 »4«
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whole bodies in frefh water, twice, and

fometimes three times a-day ; but t ic

women of Otaheitee have the advantage

ofthem in one point of cleanlinefs, which

is eradicating the hairs from under the

armpits. This is a cuftom we obferved

no where but at the Society Iflcs. "* ""'

There are no people in the world who

indulge themfelves more in their fenfual

appetites than thefe : in fail:, they carry-

it to a mod fcandalous and Ihameful de-

gree, and in a manner not proper to be

mentioned. The ladies are very lavifh

of their favours, but are far from being fo

mercenary as thofc of the Friendly or

Society Ifles, and fome of their attach-

ments feemed purely the effedt of affec-

tion. They are initiated into this way

of life at a very early period ; wc faw

fome, who could not be more than ten

years old.

Their clothing confifts of cloth of dif-

ferent kinds ; that worn by the men,

which is called marro, is about half a

yard
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yard wide, and four yards long j that of

the women three quarters of a yard wide,

and of the fame length as the men's; this

they call pah-ouwa -, they bo^^h wear it

round their middle, but the men pafs it

between their legs. This is the general

drefs of both fexes, but the better fort

fometimes throw a large piece loofcly over

their ftioulders. Befides the marro, they

have feveral other kinds of cloth, which

derive their names either from the diffe-

rent ufes they are applied to, or their dif-

ferent texture and pattern ; all, however,

as far ?»s we could learn, are made from

the Chinefe paper mulberry tree. The

principal of thefe is the capa, which is

about ten or twelve feet long, and nearly

as many wide, and is thick and v^arm ;

they wr:.p themfelves up in this when

they retire to fleep. I'hey have another

kind, whi.h is white, and much thinner;

this, as has been before obferved, they

throw Icofely over their fhoulders ; it is

fometimes twenty or thirty yards long,

and
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and wide in proportion. The marro and

pah-o^uwa are curioufly painted of various

.patterns, but the others are generally

, white, or dyed red, black, and yellow.

l,^
-The principal ornaments of the men,

are the feather-caps and c)oakr : fome of

the latter reacii down to their heels, and

have a mod magnificent appearance.

They are made for the mcft part of red

and yellow feathers, which are tied upon

fine net work ; the caps are compofed

of the fame kind of feathers, which are

fometimes intermixed with black ; they

are fecured upon a kind of bafket work,'

made in the form of a helmet. Both

caps i^nd cloaks are made of various pat-

terns and fizea. The cloaks are not all

compofed of the fame kind of feathers,

but are fometimes varied with the long

tail-feathers of the cock, with a border of

yellow or red, and fometimes with thofe

of the tropick bird. Both caps and

cloaks, however, are only to be feen in

t^e pofleifion of the principal people.

They

%
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They have alfo a kind of fly-flap, made of

a bunch of feathers fixed to the end of a

thin piece of fmooth and poliflied wood:

they are generally made of the tail-fea-

thers of the cock, but the better fort of

people have them of the tropick birds

feathers, or thofe belonging to a bL-k

and yellow bird called mo-ho'. The
handle is very frequently made of one of

the bones of the arm or leg of thofe

whom they have killed in battle^ curioufly

•inlaid with tortoife-fhell : thefe they deem

very ValuaMe, and will not part with them

under a great price. This ornament is

common to the fuperiors of both fexes.

' The women too have their fhare in the

ornamental way : that which they value

the moft is the erai. This is a kind of

ruff* or necklace made of red, green,

b'^ck, and yellow feathers, curioufly

put together, and in moft elegant pat*

terns, which really do honour to the fan-

cy of the ladies, whofe bufmefs it is to

make them. They never think them-

felves
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fclves dreffed without one or two of thefe

found their necks, and thofe who can af-

ford it wear many. Others again are com-

pofed of fmall variegated (hells, difpofed

in a very neat manner ; and feme confift

of feveral rows of twifted hair, with a

piece of carved wood or bone highly

poliflied, the bottom part forming a curve.

The higher the quality of the wearer, the

greater is the fize of the wood or bone,

and the quantity of the twifted hair. The

next thing is the poo-remah or bracelet

;

the moft valuable are made of boars tufks,

fattened together fide by fide with a pece

of ftring, by means of a hole drilled

through the middle : the larger the tuflcs,

the greater the value. Sometimes two

Ihells tied round the wrifts with twifted or

braided hair, ferve the purpofe of brace

lets, but even in this cafe they {hew great

nicety, being particularly careful to match

them as near as poflible. They wore [mjH

digi./ufly fond of thofe we gave them,

which were only a few beads, fccured by

thread
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thread upon a flrip of fcarlet doth, and

made to button round the wrift. So much ^

did they at firil Value them, that a fmall -

hatchet and one of thefe would purchafe a ?

hog, which without it could not have been

bought for three large hatchets. The

women were perpetually teazing the men ;

to difpofc of their various articles for thefe •

bracelets ; at leaft, one of them was al-

ways to make a part of the price.

It may not here be amifs, perhaps, to

take a flight comparative view of the

dreflfes of the various nations we met with

in the courfe of the voyage.

The poor forlorn inhabitants of Van-

diemen^s land, have as little idea of

drefs as any fet of beings in the world ;

for both men and women (except thofe

who had their children with them) were

as naked as when born. The hair of

the latter is ftiaved quite clofe, except a
^

very narrow circle, which furrounds their

head nearly in the middle, while that of

the former is matted together, with brown

earth
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crrth and greafe, In fmall lumps: thdr
]

faces are fometimes daubed with the fame

mixture, and their bodies and arms are

marked with elevated lines and curves,

but without regularity.

The New Zealanders hicve a greater

claim to tafte. The men wear a ha-hoo

over their flioulders, fecured before with

a needle of bone, ornaments in their ears,

an uncouth image of green ftone ujx)!!

their breaft, a pata-patow flicking in

their girdle, a carved ftafF in their hands,

their faces are curioufly marked, their hair

is oiled and tied in a knot upon the top of

their heads, and three or four feathers

ftuck in it. The women oil their hair,

paint their cheeks, and fometimes their

eyes and nofe with red, their lips are ta-

towed, which renders them of a blue

caft, and they wear a ha-hoo like the

men.
*

The refined natives of the Friendly

lAes are very careful in their drefa.

Both women and men wear a piece of

% coloured

'1
•«
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coloured cloth, which reaches halfway

down the leg, and nearly up to their arm-

pits, and tied round their middle with a

fafh of the fame kind ; their hair combed

fmooth, and anointed with oil highly

perfumed with odoriferous flowers and

plants J they alfo rub their necks, breafts,

and arms with it, and adorn their

necks with a necklace of fweet fmelling

flowers. .

""
•

'

At Otaheitee and the Society Ifles, the

drefs of both fexes is nearly the fame.

It confifts of a great quantity of cloth

wrapped round them, and a large piece

(which is generally fcented) thrown-loofe-

ly over their ihoulders. They anoint

their hair with coco-nut oil, and the

women orament it with flowers. The

arreoys of both fexes mark their face and

nofe with red, which is a privilege con-

fined to the members of that fociety. \

The continent of America afix)rds a

ftriking contrafl: to the two laft mentioned

people ; there the greateft neatncfs and

cleanlinels
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tleanllnefs is obferved ; here filth and dirt

leem to be the principal objedts, and a

man who waflies his hands and face would

become a fubjedt of ridicule* In King

George's Sound, the men are clothed in

the fkins of animals, or a kind of cloak

made of the bark of the iir or cyprefs

tte6 ; their hair is thick, fhaggy, and

matted with greafe and dirt, over which

they fcatter the down of birds. Their,

faces are painted of various Colours, and

in various forms, and fometimes plaiftered

all over with greafe to a confiderable

thicknefs ; this they fcrape off regularly

in different places with their nails, which

gives them an appearance altogether cu-

rious. In their ears they wear pieces of

copper, and fometimes bracelets of the

fame metal, with a fmall piece of brafs or

copper in their nofe. Their caps are made

in the form of a tin cover, and fome ter-

minate in a round knob. The women

here are quite out of the queflion.

Vol. II. M In

M
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In Sandwich Sound the drefs varies.

Both fexes wear jackets with fleeves made

of animal or bird fkins ; the caps are not

quite fo large, and fomc of them are fur-

niflied with a top, fimilar to a barber's

pufF : they wear firings of beads in their

under-lip, which are perforated on pur-

pofe, as well as the griftle of their nofe,

through which they put pieces of bone,

and frequently firings of beads ; and their

faces are painted. -

I At the ifland of Unalafchka, the mea

wear bird-fkin gowns, ornamented with

ftrips of beaver fkin ; their hair is long

behind, and rather ihort before. Their

caps or bonnets are ornamented with

beads ; they wear two pieces of carved

bone in a hole in the under lip, and the

griftle of their nofes is perforated. The

women are drefled in feal-fkin jackets, tied

round their middle with a girdle of the

fame, and ornamented round the'" collar

and on the fore-part with the beaks of

^ • theA
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the puffin and fea-parrot ; the lower part

of the flceve is embroidered. Their hair

is ihort before, and tied up behind in a

ckib with a ftrip of embroidery ; their

cheeks and chin arc tatowed ; they fuf-

pend a firing of beads from the griftle of

the nofe ; their under-lip is ornamented

like the men's, and their wrifte and ancles

arc furrounded with bracelets of feal-

&in. "'^ ••
•

-^-^ ''' "

' The inhabitants of the Tfchutfchki Nofs

on the Afiatic coafl, wear jackets and

breeches of leather very well tanned j their

half-boots are curioufly embroidered, and

their hair is cut very (hort.

The natives of Norton Sound upon

the continent of America, in lieu of the

hole in the under-lip, have it on one and

fometimes both fides the mouth, in which

they put pices of bone as ornaments, not

like thofe of Unalafchka, but (hort and

round. They are dreffed in jackets made

of the Ikins of beafts, and their hair is

very ihort.

/ M 2 Such
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Such Is the general drefs of the varicTos

countries wc have vifited ; but we gene-

rally obferved there was one thing or

other in particular, which they were more

defirous of having than any thing, elfe ;

this varied according to the different mode

of drefs in the different countries. At

Vandiemen*s Land, indeed, they would

fcarce take any thing we gave them, but

at New Zealand a fmall piece of white

paper or Otaheitee cloth was valuable. At

the friendly Ifles a necklace of various

coloured beads, particularly blue, was the

grand objed:. At Otaheitee and the So-

ciety Ifles, an ear-ring compofed of three

beads, fufpended at fome little diftance

from the ear, was the only prefent for

the ladies. At Sandwich Ifles nothing

could be done without a poo-remah, or

bracelet. At King George's Sound, a,

piece of qopper or brafs in the form of a

bracelet was a valuable article, particularly

if bright; with thefe the beaux of the

yillage decorated themfelves. At, Sand-

4 .--
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wich Sound, and along the coaft to Nor-

ton's Sound, as well at the ifland Una-
lafchka, blue beads were the defirable ob-

But to proceed from this digreffion.

The houfes of thefe people are almoft al-

ways built near the fea fide, and fo dif-

pofed as to form villages, but they want

that cool refrelhing (hade, which the hap-

py natives of the Friendly and Society

Ifles enjoy, for fcarce a tree is to be feen

near them. Nothing more can be faid

with refped to their form and fize than

has been already mentioned. Here they

lit for the major part of the day, the fun

being too powerful without doors ; but

as the evening approaches they generally

prefer fitting on the outfide, at which

time it is ufual to fee moft families before

their door.

Their furniture is very trifling, con-

fiding only of three or four gourd fhells

for the purpofe of holding their articles

of food, and a larjre one to contain water.

M CHAP.
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CHAP. XXVIII.

IPood-^cookery—amufemenU—manufaBurti

—religious ceremtnies<'^morais*^f'iefis''^

weapons—government

THEIP. food is principally vegetable;

^^ough the chiefs indulge them-

felves more frequently in the ufe of pork

than we ever obferved at the Friendly and

Society Ifles ; and the priefls come in for

a ihare, for we never faw them without

it at iheir meals, but then they are mode-

rate in the quantity they eat.

We obferved a fmgular ceremony

among the priefts before they eat, which

feems peculiar to their profefiion. They

always addrefs themfelves to one of their

deities in a kind of prayer, which is gene-

rally fung by two or three of the eldeft in

company, the reft ftriking their hands

gently together : this continues for the

fpace of five or fix minutes, when one

of
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of them cuts off a few (licea of pork,

which, with fome potatoes, tarrow, &c. is

offered to the deity, during which only

one fpeaks, and that in a very different

tone and manner from the former. After

thi$ is ended, they all make refponfes,

and he who offered the things begins

again in the fame Tinging tone as at firft^

after which the refponfes are made as be-

fore. Two of the old people then drink

a cup of awa, another repeating fomething

at the fame time, which appears to be a

kind of bleiling : after they have done,

he alfo drinks, one or Ijoth of the others

repeating the fame words as before r they

then began their repaft. In fome of the

priefts houfes we obferved a difference in

the manner of the firft prayer ; the for-

mer was delivered in a finging tone, the

latter in a plaintive one; but the remain-

ing part of the ceremony correfponded

exactly with each other.

, They have great abundance of filh,
*

which the women arc particularly fond
', M 4 of-

"(.
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of: they eat them raw, guts, fcales, and

all ; and ufc an immoderate quantity of

fait with them.

Tarrow, bread-fruit, and fweet potatoes,

arc univerfally ufed among them, and arcs

plentiful to a degree : coco-nuts and ripe

plantains are rather fcarce, on which ac-

count the women are forbid to eat them.

Their method of cooking is much the

/ame as at the Friendly and Society Ifles.

Of potatoes, tarrow, and bread-fruit, they

make a kind of thin pudding, which they

call poey ; this is done by ma(hing the

potatoes, • &c, very fmall after they are

baked, and mixing them witb water.

Their general drink is water, or the

milk of the coco-nut : but all the chiefs

ufe thp a'wa, and fome of them to excefs,

as wa|5 very evident from their fkins,

which were as rough and parched as can

we)l be conceived, and their eyes red and

inflamed. This appearance they arc all

very fond of, and (fo prevailing is cuftom)

^((e^m it as a particular mark ofdidir.dion.

: The
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The women were not averfe to eating with

though the men were prefent, andus

would frequently indulge themfelves with

pork, plantains, and coco nuts, when

fecurc from being feen by them.

Though one would fuppofe that the

heat of the climate would naturally in-

duce thefe people to fleep much, particu-

larly after their meals
, yet this cuftom is

not fo prevalent as at the Society and

Friendly Iflcs. The women employ

themfelves in their various occupations of

making mats, painting and glazing cloth,

&c. and the men in making fpears, clubs>

fifh-hooks, and canoes.

Their amufements are boxing, wrelU

ling, fmging, dancing, playing at bowls,

and fomp other games, which we did not

know the meaning of. The two former

are upon the fame plan as at the Friendly

and Society Ifles, and conducted with as

gre?l good nature on both fides. Their

(bugs are not various : they are fung near-

ly in the fame tone as at Otaheitee* but

their
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their dances are different from any we

have yet feen. They have none of thofe

graceful movements which are fo peculiar

to the natives of Anamooka, Amfter-

dam, &c. nor the lewd motions which

charadterize the people of the Society

Ifles. Whenever they can coUedl feven

or eight girls together, they generally

ilrike up a dance, which is an amufement

they are very partial to. They firft begin

by repeating, or rather fmging feveral

words, which appear to be in rhyme, all of

them at the fame time ilowly moving their

legs and flriking their breads gently with

their right hands ; this being finifhed,

they all jump in a violent manner, but in

cxa£t time, flriking their breafts or fides

much harder than before, and repeating

the word he'ora ; thofe who continue this

exercife the longeft, are allowed to be the

beft dancers. This, with very little va«»

riation was the only dance we faw, ex-

cept one, which was performed by an old

woman, and accompanied with a drum,

... . .- *,: The

;'
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The movementd were fomething like

thofe of our hornpipes ; (he had brace-

lets compofed of dog's teeth, fixed upoa

a kind of netting, round her ancles,

which by the comiiiual motion her leg»

were in, made no difagreieable mufic^

The drum was beat by a man, who at

the fame t\i^e accompanied it witk a

fong.

Thefe drums Were the only mufical in-

firuments that were obferved among

them. Their manner of playing at

bowls is nearly like ours ; the bowls are

about two inches sa^ half in diameter,

an inch in thicknefs, and flatted on the

fides, but broadefV at the center. They

feem to be a compofition of lime, or fome-

thing (Imilar to it, and very neatly and

exactly formed.

Their manufactures are cloth, mats,

ropes, and lines of various fizes. The
former is the produce of the fame tree as

that of Otaheitee and the Friendly Ifles,

^nd their ms^nnerof makipg it varies but

little
: ; i
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little from that of thofe iflands, with this

difFereiice only that Iq general its width

does not exceed three quarters of a yard,

and its texture is very thick and ftrong
;

but in thofe pieces which are wider, it is

manufadured confiderably thinner. They

fufFer the trees to grow to a larger fizc

than we obferved before 5 the inftrument

they ufe to beat out the bark, is upon the

fame conftrudlion as at Otaheitee, but the

groves or channels are much wider.

After the pieces are brought to their

proper width, and fewecj together, they

are laid Out to bleach ; after which they

are ready for the next procefs, which is

painting or dying them. The colours

ufed upon this occafion are red* black, and

yellow ; the latter is feldom ufed, except

when they dye whole pieces.

The red is extradted from the bark of

the root of the no-ne (morinda citrifoliaj

Lin.) When it is thoroughly dry, they

pound it into a coarfe powder, adding the

kernel of the candle tree (almrites triloba^

Forft.)
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Forft.) having mixed them properly to-

gether, they pour a certain quantity of

water upon them, and then the com^

pofition is drained, after which it is ready

for ufe. This mixture at firft has a

brownifli yellow appearance, but when

dry becomes red. ow r.

We could never learn the compofition

of the black dye ; but the: yellow is pro-

duced from the turmeric root, which they

call ouro'niiah. To this, they likewife

add the bruifed kernel of the koo-kowe,

or candle-tree, which feems to be a moft

ufeful article in their dyes : probably from

its oily nature it may ferve to fix the

colours, for all of them are immoveable

by water.

From the great variety of patterns, one

would fuppofe they ufe many different

inftruments in printing their cloth : but

this is not the cafe, their whole ftock

confifting only of three or four. The

long ftrait lines are made with a thin

piece of wood, about twelve inches

in

:^
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in length, and fiiaped fomething like a

iharp-pointed knife, and by prejQiing it

-upon the cloth, after being dipped an the

colour, farther from, or nearer to • the

jpoint, they can readily make lines of va-

<riou8 lengths. The fpots are made with

a wooden inflrument, with teeth like a

comb; and when they put on a greater

-quantity of colour than ordinary, they uie

^ brufh. .

As they ftain or paint a piece of cloth,

,they fcatter a powder over it made of

brutfed pumice (lone, which they call

opoo'na ; thi^ appears to have no fhare in

the production of the colour, but merely

•to prevent it from blotting as they fold

it up.

They have a method of glazing fome

of their thinner kind of cloth, by rubbing

it with a fmooth fhell upon a flat piece of

board y which renders it very fmooth and

glofTy : all this kind of cloth was agree-

ably fcented.

^^' Of

/.
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Of the bark of the cloth-tree, they like-'

wife make two kinds of line ; one, of the

fize of our whip-cord, which they ufe as

fkhing lines ; this is frequently upwards of

a hundred fathom in length. The other

is made in the fame manner as the thongs

of whips, and is prodigioufly ftrong

:

they ufe it for the purpofe of hoifting up

the fails in their canoes.

But their largeft ropes are made of

the bark of a fmall tree, which is very

common in the woods. Thefe were fo

long and well made, that many were purr

chafed for the ufe of the Ihips as running

rigging, for which purpofe they anfwered

very well. They likewife make very

fine twine of the bark of a fhrub which

they call aVeemah.

Mats are another confiderable article

of their manufactures, which, as well as

thofe ufedfor fails, are made of the leaves

of the famefpecies oipandanus^ as at the

Friendly and Society Ifles. It is fome-

fhing remarkable that we could find

^-«- ?
•

neither

?l
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neither the flower nor fruit of this plant}

upon enquiring of the natives, they told

us it had none.

Hie mats are of various patterns, and

of different fizes and degrees of finenefs

:

fome of them are twenty-four feet long,

and eight feet wide, others not above five

feet long and eighteen inches wide. T'\e

women, whofe employment it is to ma-

nufa6:ure them, are very dextrous, and

make them w^ith great facility and dif-

patch.

Their fifh-hooks are very like thofe of

the other iflauds, and in general are com-

pofed of the lame materials ; though fome

of the principal men, who wifti perhaps

to appear fingular, have them made of

the bones of thofe they flay in battle.

Thefe they fet moft value upon. Some

of th^ hooks, particularly thofe they tak«

fliarks with, are very large; thefe ar«

made of a very h^rd wood, with a point

of bone. woij

i The
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The next articles that come under con-

fideration, are their canoes, which are as

well made, and highly finifhed as any

in the world. As their tools (like thofe

of Otaheitee) are very few, conftru£t-

ing one of them muft of courffe be a

work of time. The bottom is compofed

of the trunk of one entire tree hollowed

out, the colour of which is fomething

like mahogany. The fides, are formed

of a different wood, of a light yellowifh

colour ; they are well fecured to the

bottom part, by ftrong cords, which are

pafTed through holes made with a kind of

auger. The head and ftern are both

alike with refped: to form, fo that they

may be paddled any way without any

inconvenience. The fingle canoes are

furniflied with an out-rigger, which is

placed on the left fide. The double ones

are of the fame form as the Tingle, and are

'joined together in the fame manner as at

the Society Ifles : both vary greatly in

^ fize, from twelve to fixty feet, and fome-

VoL. II.
'' N ^ times

.i^f

«'%



; 1

( '78 )

times more ; the largeft we faw beloug-

ed to Tcrriaboo, and meafured feventy-

two feet. All the double and many of

the fingle ones carry a fail, the form of

which is fomething like thofe of the

Friendly Ifles ; none have more than one

maft.

Thofe people whofe bufinefs or occu-

pation it is to make them, are obliged to

live in the woods for the time, and hav-

ing fixed upon a tree of a proper fizj,

they ered one or two fmall huts near it.

They then fell the tree, and work upon it

as it lies, and having finifhed the bottom

part, they with great trouble and difficul-

ty convey it down to their houfes, where

they complete the whole.

Sometimes they penetrate ten or twelve

miles into the woods before they can find

a tree that will anfwer their purpofe;.

Their paddles bear fome refemblance to

thofe of the Friendly Ifles, but the blade

is longer and not fp broad.

Their

•i
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Their language is a mixture of th^t of

the Society and Friendly I(l?g, but the

former moftly predominates.

Of the manner in which they difpofe

of their dead, and the forms and ceremo-<^

nies ufed upon that occafion, we can fay

fcarce any thing, as only one inHiance that

we know of occurred during our ftay.

Immediately upon the death of the per-

fon, his friends and relations aflembled

together and deplored his lofs^ with

loud lamentations and expreffions of

grief, which continued till the following

day, when they threw his body into the

fea. They told us, they always burn the

bodies of their chiefs j and the night after

that unhappy affair of captain Cook, we

obferved feveral fires upon the hills, which

we at that time were unable to account

for, out upon enquiry afterwards, they

told ut they had been confuming the bo^

dies of thofe chiefs who were killed in

that fkirmifh.

N a Their
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Tlieir morals or burying places are e-

rie£ted in different forms ; that in the

neighbourhood of our obfervatories coii-

iifted of an area or platform, about one

hundred yards ii> length, and forty in>

breadth, which was confiderably elevated-

above the furface of the earth by vaft

heaps of flones, and furrounded witb

wooden pales about four feet high, upoa

which were fixed a number of human

fkulls, belonging to thofe who- had at

c!ifFerent times been facrificed to their dei-

ties. The area was divided into two

parts ; in the firfl, on the left hand fide,

was a wooden image, reprefenting (as they

told us) their great God, whom they di-

ftinguilhed by the appellation of eatua

aronah, which lignifies the chief of the

gods. A quantity of cloth was wrapped

round this deity, and a number of coco-

nuts, plantains, &c. were placed before

k as offerings. '
- U

Oppofite to this was another deity, but

of an inferior rank; and behind this were

^•^-- ' ,•' ' the

:v
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the remains of an old houfe, in which

were four rude carvings in wood, which

jreprefented other of their deities.

In the fecond part, at the end of the

area, was a larg^ pile of ftones, upon

which were fixed many long poles, but

eight in particular far exceeded tl^e reft

in length : between the poles, a number

of others were placed acrofs and length-

ways. Before the pile, were twelve of

their inferior deities, which they call

cawhi, reprefented by carved wooden

images, with jnonftrous faces, and ex-

ceeding large mouths befet with teeth.

Thefe (land in a femicircular form, at

feme little diftance from the pile, extend-

ing beyond it both to the right and iefc

hand. The place where they were fixed

was about two feet higher than the reft,

and covered with ftraw. At a fmall di-

ftance from thefe, and in front of the pile,

was a kind of fmall fcaff'olding, which

confided of four poles, with feveral others

tied acrofs, to ftrengthen the whole. It

N
5
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Appealed to be erei^ed for the purpofe of

jplacmg the various offerings to their

godSj for the bottom of it was covered

^vith plantains, coco-nutS| and the re-

mains of a pig. Behind this, and oppo-

fite to the p*''" was another houfe, equally

tis ruinous as the former, but without any

deities in it.
*

On the left hand, at fome little di-

ftance from the morai, were three or four

houfes, which are inhabited folely by

priefts, under whofe care this morai

feems wholly to be. Before each of

their houfes, one of thefe carved images

is placed, wrapped round with cloth, and

near it a fmall pole is ereded, upon

which they place plantain, coco-nuts^

pigs, and dogs, killed for that purpofe,

which fometinies emit a mofl; difagreeable

flench, for they hang till they decay and

drop to pieces.

We remarked,' that no one ever pre-

fumed to enter the houfes of the priefts,

"except their own families, nor did we fee

a woman
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a woman amongft them. Whether they

are prohibited marrying, we cannot pre-

tend to determine, but there were feveral

boys who lived with them, and fome not

exceeding five or fix years old.

Of their religion we can fay nothing,

except that they appear to have no vene-

ration or refpefl: for particular birds, as at

the Friendly and Society Ifles.

Their weapons are flings, fpears, wood-

en daggers, which they call pah ow-wa,

and clubs. They are not fo dexterous in

the ufe of flings as at the Society Ifles

;

for though they throw ftones with great

force, they very frequently mifs the ob-

jedt. The mats are an excellent defence

agalnft the ftones, and even fpears ; they

ufually dip them in water before they put

them on, which renders them tough, and

of courfe not fo liable to be penetrated.

Their fpears are made of wood, and

are from ten to fourteen feet in length,

gradually tapering from within feven

inches of the point (which is furniflied

'^"-
V' N 4 with
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wijh five rows of barbs) to the other ex-;*

tremity. The pah'ow-was are generally

about twenty inches or two feet in length,

and are alfo made of wood ; the blade is

fomewhat rounded in the middle, the

fides are Iharp, and terminate in a point.

Jn the handle is made a hole, through

which they put a ftrong piece of line,

which they fecure round their wrift, fo

that it is almoft impoflible to difarm them.

This weapon is intended for clofe en-

gagements, and in their hands is a moft

dcftrucftive one.

The form of government, from what

few obfervations we could make, feems

to be much the fame as at the other tro-

pical iflands j and, from many enquiries,

we have every reafon to fuppofe that the

crown is hereditary. The natives in-

formed us, that it has been in the pof-

fefllon of tlie prefent Ring's family fo^

five generations paft.

Kapo'orahoo-awyka^ah is the firft king

of O'why'hee thefe people mention : he

had

I

>
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had an only fon named Kunnaro'oa-gooah,

who fucceeded him. The ifland of Mow

-

whec was at that time a feparate ftate,

and the name of the king wois Kowmo-

ko'a-ka'ah : he likewife had an only fon

called Pappika-neehow, who, at his de-

ceafe, fucceeded him, Thefe two were

cotemporaries ; the former had three fons,

the eldeft was named Kahaa-va, the next

Kaow-keea, and the youngefl: Kunna-

maanoo ; the latter had an only fan,

whofe name was Kahow-reeka.

Kahaa-va and Kahow-reeka fucceeded

their fathers. The firft had only one

child, whofe name was Kiyenewa-mum-

mow ; the other, on the contrary, had

two, Kamaah-maah the eldeft, and Tuhi-

teere the youngeft. Kaha'a-va -dying,

O'why'hee devolved to Kiyenewa-mum-

mow, and at the death of Kahow-reeka,

Kamaah-maah became king of Mow'-^

wh'^e. The former left two fons, Terriaboo

(the prefent king of O'why hee) the el-

deft, aud Kaoo-vvah the youngeft:

V .
/' Kamaah-

N.
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Itamaih-maah died without male ifTuCjbut

left a daughter, whofe name was Roa-

h6w.

Terriaboo, after his fucceffion to the

throne of O'why'hee, married the widow

of Kamaah-maah, whofe name was Ko-

torah, and by her had a fon named Koo-

rahow. During this minority, the ma-

nagement of affairs at MowVhee was

under the infpe£tion of Kororah and Roa-

how.

Tahi-teere, brother to Kamaah-maah,

finding that, by the fucceffion of Koora-

how, the government of Mow'whee would

defcend to another family, took up arms,

with an intent to depoft Kororah and her

fon, and place himfelf upon the throne

:

but Terriaboo efpoufmg the caufe of his

fon, went ove' to Mow'whee with a large

army, and at length, after feveral battles,

defeated Tahi-teere ; the laft of which

happened near the latter end of November,

the time we firft difcovered that ifland.

. '«!.:" „•
.

': '
^ '

'

- > >'.,
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tCoorahow, at this period, was old 6-

tiough to take the reins of government

in his own hands; Terriaboo therefore

married him to his half-fifter Roahow,

and placed him upon the throne. How-
ever, Tahi-teere was fufFered to retain

part of his brother's dominions, which

are the iflands on the north and weftern

fide of Mow'whee, viz. Morotai, Aranni,

Kaowravee, and Morokinnee ; but upon

condition that he pays certain yearly tri-

butes to Koorahow.

At the death of Tahi-teere they again

' become the property of Koorahow, who

likewife fucceeds to the throne of O'why-

hee after Terriaboo's deceafe, as being

his eldeft fon. Terriaboo has two other

fons living, which he had by Kahna-kub-

barah, whom he married after the death

of Kororah ; but it feems thefe have no

right to the crown, as they are born of a

woman who is not of the blood royal.

CHAP.
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CHAP. XXIX.

'franfaBkm and occurrences till our ar*

rival at the bay of Awatfcbkat in the

province of Kamtfchatka,

AT half paft five the next morning

(Tuefday, March 16), we bore

away, keeping a S. W. courfe, the wind

being E.N. E. At feven, the Refolution

made the Difcovery's fignal to keep on

Jier {larboard beam, at four miles di-

flance, with an intent to give us a greater

fcope of vifion. Our latitude at noon,

was 21 deg. 27 min. N. and at five in the

afternoon, the Difcovery was ordered by

fignal to come under the Refolution's

flern, as we found, by the diftance we

had run, that we muft have pafled the

ifland. \\\ the evening, one of the fea-

men caught a noddy, which had perched

upon the ftirouds.

I";
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it was captain Clerk's intention to

proceed fr^m Sandwich Ifles to Kamtfchat-

ka, arid, as the longitude was by far the

moft confiderable part of the diftance, he

came to a ^efolution pf running it dowa

nearly in the latitude we were then in ;

and as it was a new route, he was in

hopes of difcovering fomething in his

way worthy of obfervation. With this

view we ftill purfucd a W. by S. courfe

with the wind E. N. E. Our obferved

latitude was 21 deg. 18 min. N. and our

variation 10 deg. 3 min. E. In the

evening we reefed our top- fails, that we

might be prepared for any fudden fqualls.

In the evening of the next day (March

i8th), feveral boobies were obferved fly-

ing round the fliips, and one was caught;

it was entirely white, except the tips of

the wings, which were black. The fol-

lowing afternoon, we had likewife many

[
birds of the tern kind about us, and a man

ofwarbird. - ^ vr nt^----*- '

i; Saturday
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Saturday, March 20th, we had light

airs from the N. E, and in the morning

caught a fhark. This voracious fifli had

been three times hooked befoie, in the

fpace of ten minutes. The next day we
had fine weather, with flying clouds, and

a light breeze from the E. N. E. At five

in the afternoon, being in longitude 191,

deg. 54 min. E thought we faw the ap-

pearance of land to the N. by E. but at

a great diftance, and ih the evening three

man of war birds were obferved. Our

variation to-day was 1 1 deg. 24 min. E."

Monday the 2 2d, our breeze frefliened

frcm the E. N. E. and the weather was

cloudy, with a few very flight fhowers

of rain. In the evening, we had a heavy

rowling fea going.

Our breeze increafed the next day to a

frefti gale, with a heavy fwell from the

N, by E. and the weather was cloudy,

with frequent fliowers of fmall rain, till

the afternoon, when it cleared up, and the

clouds began to difperfe. We faw two or
•'6

' three
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three boobies and a man of war bird in

the morning, and our latitude was 19 deg.

58 min. N. •

Our gale continued till Thurfday morn-

ing (March 25 th), when the wind fliifted

to £. by S. and it became almoil calm.

To-day we cleaned and fmoaked between

decks.

Friday the 26th, the weather was fine,

but the winds were very light. At eight

in the morning, we faw the appearance

of land upon the flarboard bow ; but at

noon it almoft all vanished, except one

part making like a hummock, and in the

afternoon our fuppofed land proved to be

a cloud.

From the 27th to the 3Cth, we had

fcarce a breath of air ftirring, and the

heat proved rather troublefome, the ther-

mometer Handing at 82 deg. and 84 deg.

The captain, finding that to continue in

thefe latitudes any longer would retard

the fliips greatly in their paflage to

Jiamtfchatka, by reafon of the very light

-, winds
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winds which prevailed, gave orders at fix

ia the evening to haul up to N. W. Our

longitude then was 180 deg. 39. min. E.

and our latitude 20 deg. 21 min. N.

The next day was perfectly calm, and

in the afternoon we faw feveral dolphins

about the fhip, and caught a fliark. -j^

In the morning however a liglit breeze

fprung up from the N. E. by E. and at

nine we had a fquall attended with rain,

which rendered the air much more cool ..

and agreeable. In the afternoon there

where many man of war birds about, and
(I

towards evening it lightned. **
'"'-;;j

* Friday (April 2d) was cloudy, with a

few ihowers of rain, and a frefli breeze

from N. by W. Our obferved latitude .

«

was 22 deg. 36 min. N. and we obferved

* many fheerwaters fkimming over the fur-

face jf the fea,
'-^^'^

'^ Our breeze fhifted the next day to N.

'E. our latitude was 24 deg. 38 min. N/
and our longitude 176 deg. 18 min. E.

In the evening feveral fhowers of rain fell

' and we had many flaflies of lightning.
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Sunday (4th) was cloudy, with fre-

quent fhowers of fmall rain, and the

wind (hifted to E. by N. Our latitude

was 26 deg. 21 min. N. and in the after-

noon faw an albatrofs. During the night

we had much rain.

The next day the weather became very
,

thick, heavy, and cloudy, with almoft con-

tinued fhowers of fmall rain, and our

breeze ihifted to a gale. Throughout

the night it rained violently, and con-

tinued fo till ten the next morning,„^heii

it ceafed, and became quit* calrfi:*? but

at eleven a violent fquall came on, and

the wind almoft in an inftant fprung

up from the N. N. W. upon which we

altered our courfe to weft. We obferved

to-day a great number, of what we at
"

firft fuppofed to be Portuguefe men of

war, as the feamen call them (Iwlothwia,

Lin.), upon the furface of the water, but

upon a clofer infpedion they proved to

be a different animal, and belonged to the

dorh genus of Linnasus. We likewife

Vol. II. O - faw



( ^94 )

Taw many beautiful fnails of a fine pur-

ple colour [helixjanthinaj Lin.) and fome

fmall crabs, whofe colour was light blue.

In the afternoon there were many alba-

troffes about.

Our latitude the following day (April

7th), was 30 deg. 6 min. N. and we had

a heavy fea going. About five in the

afternoon the weather cleared up; and

the next day the wind was variable from

N. to N. £. and in the afternoon it

fhifted to eaft. In the night however it

gradually veered round to fouth.

Friday (the 9th) the weather was plea-

fant, with flying clouds and haze, and

the thermometer flood at 71 deg. Our

obferved latitude was 32 deg. 16 min. N.

and longitude 166 deg. 58 min. E.

In the afternoon we obferved a great

quantity of fcum, or rather fpawn, up-

on the water, which the failors ludi-

croufly called fea faw-dufl; and the fea

appeared remarkable light-coloured.

. , - , Our
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Our winds now became very variable*

In the morning (Saturday, loth), it blew

from the N. E. by N, but Ihifted to E*

in the afternoon, and at night to S. S. E.

and S. We had a heavy fwell from the

N. N. W.
The next day was doudy, with con-

tinual rain, the wind S. and the thermo*

meter flood at 62 deg. and 64 deg. To-

wards noon, it blew a gale from the S. W.
Our obferved latitude was 35 deg, 30

min. N. and our longitude 166 deg. 30

min. E. We faw a puffin in the after-

noon, and pafled a bunch of fea-weed.

At fix, our friendly gale left us, and the

wind ihifted to W. and about half an hour

after to N. W. where it remained till nine,

and then veered round gradually to N. E,

In this corner it remained for four

days, during which time it blew heavy

gales, which pufhed us on at a fine rate

to our port. We now began to find a

material alteration in the climate, the

thermometer varying from 50^ deg. to 41

,
O 2 deg,
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(leg. Our latitude on the 12th, was 37
deg. I o min. N. and we faw many por-

pufles, (heerwaters, and a few albatroffes.

Our grog, which from our arrival at

Sandwich Ifles to this time, had been

ferved out at a very fhort allowance, wa3

this day iflued out in full quantity.

On the 13th, we had fmall rain, with

heavy, cloudy weather, our courfe N. f«J.

W. The Refolution, in confequence of

the heavy feas, and her perpetual labour-

irg as it were, became very leaky, making

ti^ht inches of water within the hour,

which kept our pumps almoft conftantly

at work. Her upper works were alfo

very bad, which rendered every thing

wet and uncomfortable. In the evening

it blew ib frefh that we were under the

neceffity of taking in all our fails except

the fore and main-fail,, and of getting

down top gallant-yards.

On the I 6th, we had light, variable

airs, with open, cloudy weather. Our

latitude was 42 deg. 8 min. N. and the

. , - ; ^ , thermo-

- vJ
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thermometer varied from 39 deg. to 43;.

dcg. We faw feveral albatrofles, and a

few fulmars and brown petrels.

The next day a fine gale fprung up

from the E. S. E. and, the weather being

tolerably fine, all the wet things were

got up from between decks, to dry, and

fires were placed in various parts of the

fhip, as there was fcarce a dry board in

her, on account of the many heavy Teas

ihe' (hipped. In the courfe of the night

we had heavy gales of wind from the

fouthward, attended with rain and fleet,

a^. The 1 8th was cloudy, wir.h fmall rain,

and the thermometer was at 38I deg. and

41 deg. About feven in the morning,

we pafled a log of wood, and faw a flock

of ducks, and many fmall grey petrels.

Our latitude to-day, by an indifferent ob-

fervatioii, was 46 deg. 9 min. N. At two

in the afternoon, the wind fhifted to W.
S. W. and we had feveral heavy fhowers

of fnow, which brought down the ther-

mometer to 30T deg. in a very fliort

. ,• O 3 time.
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tlme» In the night, much fnow fell, and

the wind was very turbulent from, the

S. W. with a heavy rolling fea going.

Our variation to-day was 7 deg. 3 i min.

Jiaft.

The 19th, we had much fnow with

^ few intervals of funfhine, the thermo-

meter varying irom 29I deg. to 34 deg. ;

The water now appeared of a dark green

colour, which feemed to indicate found-

ings. In the night, ihe wind fliiftcd

from S. S. E. to N. N. W.
The next day was fine and clear,

though cold ; our courfe N. E. In the

morning, we faw many gulls, ar.d our ob-

ferved latitude was 49 deg. 48 min. N.

In the afternoon we faw a whale, and in

the night had feveral flafhes of lightning

and fhowers of fleet. v,

Wednefday, April 21ft, we faw a fmall

land-bird and feveral gulls. Our latitude

was 50 deg. 2 6, min. N. and at five in

the afternoon we founded, but found no

ground with one hundred and twenty fa-

vi V thorns
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thorns of line, though the water ftill had

that dark appearancco

Thurfday was cloudy, with fliowers of

fleet, which, as it froze very hard, en-

compafTed our rigging fo much as to

render it difficult to work the fails. At

fix in the morning we again founded

with ninety/ fathom, but were no more

fuccefsful than yefterday. At eleven, a

flock of ducks flew paft the fhips, and at

noon, being in latitude 51 deg. 28 min.

N. began to lookout for the land.

The next day, we had thick foggy

weather, with the wind at N. E, At one

in the morning we founded, and found

ground at feventy fathom, with a muddy

bottom; and at five, faw land (part of

Afia), extending from N. by W, to S. S.

W. It made in high mountains, and wa«.

quite covered with fnow. The weather be-

ing very foggy, we, at fix, tacked and flood

off till noon, when we tacked again, pur-

iuing a N. N. W. courfe. Our latitude

to-day, by double altitudes, was 52 deg.

O 4 11 min.
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1 1 min. N. At four in the afternoon,

we again faw the land, the extremes of

which bore N. and S. W. | S. We had

now many flocks of duckj and gulls a-

bout us. At half paft feven in the even-

ing, we tacked ihip, our foundings fifty-

eight fathom, with a fcft muddy bottom.

In the night, we had moderate breezes,

with fleet and hard froft, the thermome-

ter ftanding at 30 deg.

At two in the morning, we fl;ood in

for the land, but the weather being thick

and hazy, we, ^t fix, tacked fliip. At

four in the afternoon, we juft got a

glimpfe of the land, which bore N. W.
Sunday, April 25th, at four in the

morning, we made for the land. At

nine, the wind was E. N. E, accompanied

with fliowers of fnow, and we faw no-

thing of the land till eleven, when, it

clearing up, we found ourfelves abreafl:

of an opening, which we fuppofed to be

the entrance of the bay of Awatfchka.

Having no knowledge of this part of the

coafl:,

>^,'
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coaft, and being unable to determine our

latitude accurately, for want of an obfer-

vation, we foon after ftood of. By our

account, we were feventeen miles to the

fouthward of the bay ; and, as there was

an opening laid down in the RufTian

charts nearly that diftance from Awatfch-

ka, we concluded it was it. At four in

the afternoon, we tacked and made for

the land. The weather was very cold

and fevere, with frclh breezes from the

N. E. and frequent {howers of fnow, the

thermometer ftanding at 28 deg. At

eight in the evening we ftood off for the

night. • ?'>'*•?.

Monday the 26th, was thick and

cloudy, with continual (howers of fnow.

A: "^our in the morning, we again made

toi *tiQ land, but at nine, the weather

being very thick, and the wind blowing

a gale from the N. E we wore fhip and

ftood to the F. S. E. At three in thj

afternoon, the wind coming farther to

the ''aftward, we tacked, and obferved a

; , ~ N. by E.
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N. by E. courfe till twelve at night, when

we flood from the land. We had incef-

fant fnow fhowers the whole night.

At lix the next morning, we tacked

fhip and purfued a N. W. courfe. At

feven, it became rather clearer, and we

had a ^I'mpfe of the fun, a pleafure

.which wc 1 not experienced for three

days before. At ten we faw the land

under our lee and upon the (larboard

bow; from the appearance of it, we fup-

pofed ourfelves confiderably to the fouth-

ward of Awatfchka, and after running

in with it till eleven, we tacked; but our

obferved latitude at noon, which was ^2

deg. 45t niin. N. proved that we were

nearer our port than we imagined. We
foon after let out all our reefs, and at two

made for the land. Our foundings, at

eleven, were fifty-eight fathom, the bot-

tom a grey fand.. The land in this part

rifes in moderately high hills, which were

well flocked with trees, but at this time

were almoft entirely enveloped in fnow.

. . .. The
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The Difcovcry was at this time out of

fight, and did not arrive in the hay till

the firft of May. Ac five, we were well

in with the land, and faw many fmall

and very particular fpecies of whale; they

were hlack, their head round, with two

white ftripes on each fide their neck, and

a remarkable long and narrow fin upon

their back ; in fize they were about four

times larger than a porpufs. This fiih is

probably what the Ruffians call katfatki.

At half paft fix, finding that we were not

able to reach the mouth of the bay, which

was about four miles a-head of us, we
tacked and ftood off till twelve.

At four the next morning, we tacked,

and at fix were well in with the land,

having a light breeze at N.; but foon

after the wind came off fhore, and we
were obliged to tack. At nine, it be-

came calm, and our obferved latitude was

52 deg. 47. min. N. At four in the after-

noon, we were ftanding into the bay, with

a fine little breeze from the S. W. our

courfe

w%
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courfc N. N. W. our foundings decreafed

very gradually from twenty to fix fa-

thoms; and in the latter depth we, at

feven in . the evening, let go our fmall

bower anchor, the northermoft point of

the bay bearing S. E. | S. the fouther-

moft S. by E.^

We now were anxious to find out the

Ruffian oftrog, or town, which, from the

accounts we had received at Unalafchka

from IfmylofF, we were led to fuppofe

was a capital one, confidering the place,

an'd which he told us was fecured by a

fortification that mounted forty guns.

But how great was our furprize, when,

upon examining every corner of the bay

with our glafles, we could only difcover

a few huts at ihr bottom of a fmall bay,

which proved to be the harbour of St. Pe-

ter and St. Paul. Upon our landing, a

day or two after, our laughter was fuffi-

ciently excited, upon finding this town

dwindled to a poor forlorn hamlet, con-

taining only twenty-one wooden build-

-•*?, i--
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ings, including jourts, balagans, and

houfes ; and the formidable battery

fhrunk up to two guns, one of which

was a two-pounder, the other a fwivel.

The bay, which is extenfive, was nearly

filled with ice, and we faw prodigious

flocks of ducks of various fpecies, and

alfo gulls, fea parrots, Greenland pigeons,

ravens, and eagles. During the night, a

great quantity of ice drifted out of the

bay with the tide.

m
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CHAP. XXX.

An officerfent onjhore'^his reception then

*^the majors letter fent to Bolfchaia"

reeka— the arrival of the Difcovery'-^

me of the governor's domejiics arrives

'^the conduSi of ]fmyloff--'a trade opened

forfurs—captain Gore, Mr. King, &c.

attended by the German^ fet off for

Bolfchaia^reeka—the Rujpans terribly afi

JliSfed with the fcurvy—meet with fuc^

cefs in hauling the feine,

THE next morning at fix, Mr. King,

firft lieutenant of tlie Refolution,

was fent on Chore, to fee if it was pradti-*

cable to open any kind of intercourfe with

the Ruffians or Kamtfchadales, and to de-

liver two letters which were given the

captain by IfmylofF: and Mr. Bligh, the

inaftery was dire^ed to found the bay

which lays off the oflrog, and to fee if it

afforded a good birth for the ihips. He

6 returned
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returned at nine, with an account of its

being fecure, and that the depth of water

was eight, nine, and ten fathoms*

During the time of his being employed

in this bufinefs, a man belonging to the

village, being upon the ice in his fledge,

and not feeing Mr. Bligh, or any of our

people, came upon them all at once,

which fo terrified the poor Ruffian, that

he made off with all the expedition his

dogs could ufe ; but being willing to fa-

tisfy his cnriofity, he again ventured

nearer, but not being much pleafed with

the appearance of our people, he wheeled

round, and returned to thi village. By

this time Mr. King had landed, when

three others in fledges came to recon-

noitre, b* foon made oflF as the other

had done; he, however, ftill proceeded

towards the village, where he was met

by a party, whom he joined, and was af-

terwards condu(^ed to one of the houfes.

At ten, we took up our anchor, and, with

all the boats a-head towing, made the befl

;-. / ..' :-- '.'.. - of
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of oiir way for the bay in which the oflrog

was fituated; but the want of wind, and

the obftrudions we encountered from the

ice, rendered it very tedious. At noon,

Mr. King returned: the party who met

him confided of fourteen or fixteen Ruf-

fians and Kamtfchadales, all armed with

muikets and bayonets fixed, and headed

by a man of a very decent appearance;

upon the delivery of the two letters (one

of which was dire(Sted to the commanding

officer at this place, the other to major

Behm, the governor of Kamtfchatka, who

refided at Bolfchaia-reeka) he very polite-
'•

ly defired him to walk to his houfe, which

was fmall, and built of wood, and toler-

ably clean, though very hot. Breakfaft '

was foon prepared, which confifted of tea"^

and rye-bread and butter ; after which he ^

conducted Mr. King to the different

houfes, &c. of the village. Upon their '

return, which was about three hours after,
*

they found dinner made ready, and a bet-*

ter one than was expedled; it confifted -
.

of':

\
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of beef cut fmall, fome baked rice, mlnce-t

nieat puffs, a large bird, which was fup-?

pofed to be a goofe or fomething of that

kind, with bread and butter ; the drink,

which was quafle, tailed Uke fmall beer

mixed with water, and had a flight acid

flavour. During this repaft, at whicU

there was only this gentleman and Mr,

King (his wife not daring to fit at table)

he informed him, as well as figns would

permit, that he held the rank of ferj* mt,

and had the command at this place ; the

letter to major Behm, he faid, fhould be

forwarded directly, but that it would be

full four days before an anfwer could be

returned, as their only method of travel-

ling was in fledges drawn by dogs.

^ At feven in the evening, we let go our

anchor in eleven fathom, and foon after

moored fhip, when the two extremes of

the harbour bore S. 7 \ deg. E. and S. 11

deg. E. The night was very fevere.

All hands were employed the next day

(Friday, April 50thj, in overhauling va-

Voi,. II. P rious
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rious parts of the rigging and other ar-

ticles. We obferved feverul iledges pair-

ing and repairing from the oftrog towards

Bolfchaia-reeka, but not v. foul ventured

near the (hip. This morning we defcried

our confort at a great diftunce making for

the bay : and fome time after a boat was

difpatched to a look-out houfe upon a

hill, fituated at the entrance of the bay,

with a flag to hoifl:, with a view of inform-

ing her of 01 ir arrival. Several of the

gentlemen went on fhore to vifit the fer-

jeant. and two bottles of rum were fent to

him from the captain ; in return for which

he fent on board a fine fowl of thegroufe

kind (tetrao zirogalius), and twenty trout.

In the afternoon, our gentlemen returned

from the fhore, where they experienced

every civility fiom the ferjeant, who be-

gan to have many fymptoms of the fcurvy

upon him, particularly fwelled legs, at-

tended with livid fpots.

Saturday was fine and pleafant, with

pafTing clouds and haze. In the courfe



bf the night j we had boats out with (hoot-

ing parties, but their futcefs was by no

mean 3 eqiiil to their expectation s, the

dueks, &:c. beiiig Very ihy. At ten in

the morning, the Difcovery came in, and.

anchored near us j and fome time after

our launch, with a ftrong party of hands,

were fent to endeavour to cut a paflage in

the ice up to the oftrog, large enough to"

admit a boat, but it proved too great an

undertaking. In the afternoon, the car-

penters were employed in caulking the

fhip*8 fides j and the fail-makers repairing

the fails ; the other people were at work

in the hold, getting provifion to hand for

our northern cruife. In the night we had

frefh breezes with (howers of fnow.

May the 2d, the weather was very cold,

thick, and heavy, with fhowers of fmall

fnow. The thermometer was as lew as

28 deg. and in the afternoon it cleared

up, but froze very feverely in the night.

, We had frefli breezes the next day from

the weft, which prevented the caulkers

>-(
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from working : the carpenters were faw-

ing plank, and the fail-makers flill re-

pairing fails. This being the day on which

the major was expeded to arrive, Mr.

King was fent on (horc to rec^ ive him.

The boat in which he went was foon after

furrounded by a quantity of drift ice,

iipoa which the launch was difpatched to

her afliftance, and was entangled in the

fame manner, as was the Difcovery's jolly

boat : men and boats from the fhip

were ordered to get them off, if poflible,

but without fuccefs. In the evening Mr.

King returned on board, but nobody had

as yet arrived.

i^sr At four the next morning, the ice mak-

ing its way out of the bay with the tide,

. we recovered our boats, without their

r having received any material damage.

At nine a number of fledges were dif-

patched from the oftiog to the border of

the ice neareft the fliips ; the pinnace was

fent to them, and brought on board fix

.. • Ruffians and a German* They were in-

•' - : troduced

. \
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tfdduccd to the captain, and the lattex de-

livered him a letter from the major, which

was wrote in German. Fortunately we

had feveral people on board, who both

fpoke and wrote that language. The pur-

port of it was, that he had fent one of his

domeftics to treat with us for any thing

we wanted ; that we could be fupplied

with frefh provifions from Bolfchaia-reeka,

and many other articles ; but they were

rather exorbitant in their demands, charg-

ing a hundred rubles for an ox, and other

things in proportion. The letter was

direded to the commander of the Englifli

packet-boat. This miftake in th direc-

tion proceeded entirely from the account

which IfmylofF had given of us, in his

letter to the major : it feems he had re-

prefented the fliips only as two packet

boats ; that there were no officers on board

either, and that he looked upon us in no

better light than a fet of (harpers, and

that they would do well to be upon their

guard. This genius, who was dellrous of

it'/'ira P3 aiTuming
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afluming the charader of a fuperior of-

ficer, during our ftay at Unalarehkaprove4

at laft to be only a writer to the company

of traders. When in his cups (which

was a circumftance not very uncommon)

he frequently had derided the fmallnefs of

the yeflels, faying they were not fhips but

packet-boats, but we did not expe<9: that

he would have gone fo far in his ill-na-

tured reprefentations as we found he had.

The major's letter however was touched

in vpry polite t rmo. After breakfaft,

they all returned to the (hore, and at two

in the afternoon the German came on

board again, attended by a RufTtan mer-

chant and a prieft. The latter had quite

the appearance of a gentleman ; he wore

his own hair, his beard was long and

flowing, and his drel s cpnfifted of a light

grey- coloured cloth coat, with large open

ileeves, a kind of caflbck of very light

cloth tied round with a party coloured

filk fa{h, and his ftockings were black.

His name was Roeman Varaflaggen, his

'/"" '
'': parents
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parents were Ruffians, but he wa& born at

Kanxtfchatka. His houfe was fituated act

the head of the bay to the weftward, at

a fmall village called Paratoupka. The

inerchant, whofe name was Feodofitch,

was a native of Mofcow, which city he

left in 1778, being induced by the great

advantages ariling froni trade, with the

northern parts of China, to fettle in thefe

diftant parts. The German is a native of

Loefland, and has lived with the major

many years. They were much pleafed

with their reception, arid at fix in the

evening returned to the (hore, •: " -
^

The next day (Wednefday, May 5th),

they dined on board the Difcovery, and in

the afternoon by the permiffion of the

captains, a trade was opened for beaver

and other fkins, many of which the mer-^

chant very^ gladly purchafed. The price

was thirty rubles for the heft, and the in-

ferior ones in proportion, <
'

'! On Thurfday, the weather was thick

and difagrecablc, with fhowers of fmall

P4 ' fnow

'J.
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tnoi^i Atii a very cold raw wind from the

fe .and E. S. E. In the morning, trade

began very brifkly, but the merchant find-

ing that the flocks of furs greatly exceeded

his expectations, made a confiderable al-

teration in his price ; and every one being

anxious to difpofe of what he had, they

were in general fold greatly below their

Value. In the night the greateft part of

the ice floated out of the harbour, and one

large piece ftruck the Refolution with fucli

"

jforcc as to make her drag her anchor.

Friday morning at fix, captain Gore,

Mr. King, and Mr. Webber, who aded

as interpreter, attended by the merchant

end German, fet off for Bolfchaia-reeka^

Upon a vifit to the governor. Moft of the

Ruffians were moft terribly afflided with

the fcurvy ; and one man had been ill near

' four years ; he had loft the ufe of both

kgs,thejolnts ofwhich were fo contracted

as to render them immoveable. This

dilbrder is entirely occafioned by their

" filthy manner of living : iii the winter fea-

! !
* fon
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fon they (Kut themfelves up in their houres,

which abfokitely refemble ovens, and will s

not admit the leaft frefh atr. Immerfed

in this nafty atmofphere, which is ren-

dered ftill more difagreeable by the fmell

of dried fifh, and exhalations frbm many

other things (for they are too lazy to of-

fer their facrifices to Cloacina out of

doors), it is no wonder that it rages with

fuch violence among them. Their wives,

on the contrary, and the Kamtfchadales,

who are obliged to be the flaves, are never

affeded with it.

* The air the next morning was, com-

paratively fpeaking, very warm, the ther-

mometer rifing up to 49 4- deg. and great

quantities of ice floated out of the bay

:

the fnow began to diflblve too. The car-

penters, fail-makers, and caulkers, all em-

ployed in their feveral departments. To-

wards evening it became cool, with frefld

breezes from the S. E. and E. S. E. and

the thermometer fell to 37 deg. i.; in the

night we had feveral fhowers of fnow.

' '*'
'
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Sunday (the 9th) was cloudy. About

feven in the morning, we had a. heavy

fquall from the E. S. E. during which the

Refolutiori's launch laying along fide,

deeply laden with a fmall anchor and

feveral hj^wfers, and the carpenter's caulk-

ing tools, (hipped fo much water, that fhe

went down, and was with great difficulty

recovered again 5 fortunately, the anchor

and hawfers were fecured in her, but the

tools were all loft. In the afternoon we

had frequent fhowers of fiiow.

We had frefli breezes the next day

from the N. N. E. with fnow. At this

time we were in a very poor ftate, with

refpe£t to frefh provifions, and was it not

for a few cod fifli, and now and then a

duck or gull, which we (hot, we might

as well have been at fea. At four in the

afternoon, it blew a perfed gale, and we

were under the necefTity of ftriking yards

and top-mails, but in the evening it

became quite calm. Captain Gierke re-

ceived a letter from Mr. King to day, in-

forming him that they would not be able
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to reaclj the €»id of their journey till thU.

iii^ht, on account of the tedioufnefs of

travelling, which was fometimes by water

in flat- bottomed boats, forced on by two

piei- with poles ; as to their fledges, they

could only ufe thent in the night, as th«

^haw rendered it impoflible to travel in

jhe day.

The greatefl: part of the nth was

paflTed in removing the fliips nearer in-

ihore, and on the I'zth a party was fent,

to cut wood, and our empty caflcs were

ijot on fliore to repair. The Refolutioa

was found to be in a fad ftate, many of

the trunnels being fo rotten as to crumble

to pieces. At eleven the captain went

on fliore, and was received with great re^

fpe£t by the ferjeant, who with his little

boy dined on board. ^, .., ,„,* • . . ,^

The next day (13th) the weather was

fine and clear, the thermometer varying

from 31 deg. to 50 deg. The fcorbulic

people on fliore, iii confequence of the

jifliftance they received from us, were get-

• -; .

* ting
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ting better, and the wild garllck made its

appearance ; but notwithftanding they

were fo well acquainted with its virtues

in their diforder, it was with the utmoft

reludlance they quitted their houfes to feek

for it. Such extreme lazinefs was fcarce

ever known before. The ice and fnow

began now to leave us very rapidly, and

vegetation came on faft.

Friday was fine^ clear, and warm, and

all hands were bufy. Many (hooting par-

ties were out, who obferved the tracks of

bears in the fnow, and met with many

foxes, which were all of the red kind

;

they likewife faw two white hares, but

they were (hy. In the evening the wea-

ther became thick and foggy.

Saturday morning was foggy till ten,

when it became clear ; and at eleven a

party was fent to haul the feine; they

brought on board near fifty trout, and up-

wards of three hundred flat fifh j the for-

mer were very poor and indifferent, but the

latter were in full feafon, and were rc-

•

,, ; markable
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markable fifh, being ftudded as it were la

every part with fmall prickly knobs, the

fins and lail, being ftriped with black and

brown. In the afternoon, the butchers

were fent on fliore to kill a fmall bullock,

which the captain had procured for our

Sunday's dinner.

The next morning was likewife foggy,

but as yefterday, it cleared up between

nine and ten ; the wind was S. E. by S.

jFrefh beef was ferved to the fhip's com-

pany to-day, which was the fir ft we had

tafted fmce our departure from the Cape

of Good Hope in December 1776, being

two years and five months. In the after-

noon feveral Ruffians came on board, and

were entertained by the failors as well aa

circumftances would permit. In the night

John Macintofti, one of the carpenter's

crew, who haa been troubled with a fe-

vere dyfentery ever fmce our departure

from Sandwich Ifles, departed this life.

On Monday morning a party was

fent to collei^ greens for the (hip's cpm-

- , rany
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patiy; tliey confiflcd principally ot Wild

garlick and dettle-tops, and when boiled

up with wheat, pfoved a moft excellent

and falutary breakfafl ; we alfo hauled the

feine, and caught plenty of fiih. About

ten the captain received another letter

from Mr. King, informing him of the

very great civilities tliey had experienced

from the major, who in a day or two pro-

mifed to return with them. Several head

of cattle were ordered down to the Ihips,

and we were to be fupplied with a large

quantity of flour, for which he would

take nothing but a receipt ; faying, that

he was certain the emprcfs would be hap-

py to accommodate any of his Britannic

Majefty's Ihips, with whatever it was ifl

her power to give. 5 ,, r j .

, The next day all hands were employed

In putting the (hips into fome degree of

order for the reception of the governor*

At ten we hauled the feine, and met with •

good fuccefs. ... :. » .
.*\

^

:' ^ - Wed-
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Wednefday (the 19th) was cloudy^ and

every body was buded as yefterday. In

the evening, the ice which fvirrounded the

oftrog, floated out of the bay with the

ebb tide.

^The 20th, was fine and pleafant; and

the weather warm, which in fome meafure

impeded the journey of our expected vi-

fitants, by caufing a general thaw. Our

latitude to*day, obferved with a variety of

quadrants^ was 52 deg. 58 min. i N.

nil
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C H A P. XXXI.

Arrival of the major—-who is received with

proper ceremony-'^and dines with the

captain—he vijits the Difcovery -^ and

dines there—departs for Bolfchaia-reeka

"^the captainfends difpatches by hini'-^

an eruption of the Awachinfkoy mountain

m^we proceed on our voyage to the north-

ward'

THE firft part of Friday morning was

thick and foggy, but about nine it

cleared up. Our carpenters, fail-makers,

wooders, &c. all bufy in their feveA'al

employments. At five in the afternoon

the ferjeant came on board, and informed

the captain that major Behm would wait

upon him in the morning.

At nine the next morning, he came on,

board, attended by the prieft, Feodofitch

the merchant, a mafter of one of the em-

prefs's galleots, which pafs and repafs

V " from
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from Bolfchaia-reeka to Ochotfk, dnothef

itiercliant belonging to the company, and

the mafter of the fmall floop that was at

this place. He was received by all the

marines under arrhs, and Tainted with thlr-

teen giins. He v^as near fix feet higli,

rather corpulent, and was vc:y polite and

affable in his addrefs. He wore his uni-

form, which was dark green, with plairt

gold buttons, a fcarlet waiftcoat trimmed

\vith broad gold lace, and a gold laced

hat with a white cockade. After break-

faft, he was fhewed the different cabins

atid births of the ftiip, and feemed much

pleafed to find them fo neat and conve-

nient : he exprelTed his furprize at feeing

fuch a number ofmen fo perfedly healthy

after fo long a voyage, and remarked

that we muft certainly have taken every

precaution in the world to prevent the

fcurvy, which in all their (hips makes

terrible hav ,k among the men. The

fize of our veffels appeared to ftrike him,

as being too large ; but when he refleded

Vol. II. Q^ upon
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Upon the length of time voyages of thl«

kind took up, and the great neceffity

there was for room to flow away pro-

vifions, he acknowledged himfelf rather

miftaken. The veflels which the mer-

chants in general fit out, are feldom more

than fifty or fixty tons burthen, and carry

forty men ; out of which number there

are frequently only ten or twelve return,

being either cut off by the natives, or

deftroyed by the fcurvy.

In the evening he returned to tl.e fhore

;

and the next morning at ten came on

board again, and flayed till near one,

when he proceeded to the Difcovery,

where he was received with the fame

ceremony as yeflerday. Trade was again

renewed, but the Riilfians would not offer

fo high a price as before. Tow^ards even-

ing mofl of them returned to th'> fhore,

finging, and not a little elevated. . ;•

The befl part of the morning (Monday '

the 24th) our people were getting in fin-

gle-ballafl, and at ten the major and the

,/ gentlemen

\



gentlemen with him came on board j they

breakfafled with the captain and dined in

the gun-room* On Tuefday they again

dined with captain Gierke, and at their

departure, which was at half paft fix in

the evening, both (hips were manned, and

faluted him with thirteen guns each, and

three huzzas, which were returned from

the pinnace* He was very defirous of

making a pecuniary ptefent to the ihip'a

company, which the captain would by

no means permit 5 he however infifted

upon giving the pinnace's crew fome-

thing, as a reward for the trouble they

had been at in carrying him backwards

and forwards* He exprefled a great de-

fire to be ihformed of the event of the

remaining part of the voyage, which cap-

tain' Gierke promifed him he would do.

Both the captains made him prefents of

rum, wine, fiilt beef, and pork, both

which he is very fqnd of, and a variety

of articles in the curiofity-way, which he

propofed giving to the empreTs, upon his

:tuc CL* return
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return to Peterlburg. This morning tfic

DifcoveryV. people, who were out with

the feine, caught as many fine herrings

as ferved both fhip's companies for two

days, befides a great number that were

left behind; and the toyon or chief of

the Kamtfchadales at this place prefented

the captains with three quarters of a wild

fheep, (capra ammon^ Lin.) which is

efteemed a great delicacy.

Wednefday morning at one, the major

fet off for Bolfchaia-reeka, attended by

Mr. Ring and Mr. Webber, who were to

accompany him part of the way. As he

propofed leaving this t)art of the world in

the courfe of a month (having at his own

requefti and by the permiffion of the em-

prefs, refigned the government to captain

Wafilowitz ifmylofF) and to return to Pe-

terfburgh, captain Gierke thought it a very

convenient opportunity of fending drf-

patches, &c. to the* Admiralty. Copies

of the voyage, drawings, and charts, di-

rected to the Briti-(h ambaffador at the-

•

-^"* .^' court
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tfourt of Ruflia, were accordingly packed

up, which the major promifed to take

care of. All our hands were very bufy

cutting wood, getting cafks on ihore,

taking in ballafl:, and caulking the (hip. -

Thurfday and Friday, the weather was

thick and foggy, and all hands were em-

ployed as ufiial. a

On Saturday evening (May 29th), we

caught with the feine fome very fine

fmelts, and on Monday took a wolf-fifli,

fanarhichas lupus^ Lin-) The ihore now

began to aflume its proper hue, and the

wild celery and faranna fprouted.up very

fafl. Among orher birds, we could plain-

ly diftinguifh the cuckow, nightingale,

and wood lark. .^ , c. y^ - i

'

r> On Wednefday afternoon our launch

was fent to the ftore^houfe for the flour

we were to.receiTC. It was packed up in

a kind, of ikin or parchment bundles, each

weighing about two poods, and was

coarfe and indifierent, though the befl

that could be procured in this part of the

(^3 world:

'If!'

.^1
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world ; but, bad as it was, it proved 3.

welcome fupply for us, who fhould have

been much diftrefled without it. The

, (loop was by this time nearly rigged ; fhe

was, it feems, deftined for the ifland Una-r

lafchka.

Thurfday, June 3d, we were employed

in ftowing away the flour in cafks, an4

bringing off wood and water. In the

evening it became thick and heavy, with

frefti gales from the weftward, attended

with continual rain.

All the next day was thick and cloudy

with continual fliowers of rain, and gales

of wind from the N. N. E. N. E. and E.

It being the anniverfary of his majefty's

birth day, both fhips fired twenty-one

guns. In the courfe of the night, we

had fevcral fnow (bowers. .. _„

We had thick, hazy weather, with

drizzling rain, on Saturday, and light

breezes from the S. E. and S. S. E. Our

people caught great numbers of fine cod

to.

: ijYi^^h
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to-day, moft of which they very prudent-

ly faked, and put by for future ufe.

On Sunday morning, twenty-two head

of cattle arrived from Bolfchaia-reeka, for

the ufe of the two fhips, and the major

fent the captain a large jar of honey,*^

fome frefh butter, a jar of figs, and a

great number of eggs ; and the toyon or

chief of a Kamtfchatdale town, which lay

near the river Awatfchka, prefented the

captain and gentlemen of the gun-room

with twenty brace of ducks.

In the afternoon, the butchers were

fent on fhore to kill one of the bullocks^

for to morrow's ufe.

It rained on Monday throughout the

day, and on Tuefday (June 8th), the

winds varied all round the compafs. Our

people were employed in bending fails,

getting in hay, and making ready for fea.

The butchers were on fliore killing fome

of the oxen, and the remaining ones were

to be taken on board alive. ^ ,

t

i^-
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In the afternooa of the loth (Thurf-

day), the prieft (with his wife and daugh-

tqr) viilted the captain, and upon going '

oa board the Difcovery was faluted with

five guns, an honour ^hich is feldom paid

to the clergy.

priday was thick, heavy, and cloudy,

vrith fqualls from the N, E. and E. j^t-

tended with fmall rain. In the morn-»

iijg we prepared to unmopr, the wind i,

appearing favourable for our getting out

of the iiay j but upon the return of the

jolly boat, which was difpatched to ob- -

ferve the true Hate of the wind, it was

found to blow diredly in j fo we nioorcd

the fhip again. , .

The next morning was more favour*

able J and at three we began to unmoor j

but th« fmall bower-anchor had taken

fuch hold in the ground, which was a ftiff

clay, that even with the afliftance of feve-

ral treble blocks, we could riot vjreigh it

till near three in the afternoon. At s^

quarter paft'five, the heft, bower was got
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up, and w^ made fail towards the mouth

of the b.ay, but at half paft fev^n dropped

pur anchor again in ten fathom and a

half, having a foft muddy bottom, the

two points of the bay bearing S. E. by S.

^nd S. by ?. -i^ E.

June 13th, at four in the morniog, we
weighed and again made faiU having the

l^oats a-head to tow us. At half paij ten,

a breeze fprung up from the S. by E.

which, with the tide that began to flow,

obliijed us to let go oi^r anchors again for.

the prefent, the tv^o points of the bay

hearings, by E. and S. E. ; two rocks at

the mouth of the bay S. E. by S ; a fmaH

rocky ifland E, by S. { S. ; and the har-

bour of St. Peter and St. Paul N. At five

in the afternoon, we took up our anchors,

but a thick fog coming on, we once

more were under the neceflity of drop^.

ping them.

It was very foggy the next morning

till eight, when it began to difperfe a.

Jiltle, 4nd we fooa after Tyeighed and

made

fe./l
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made fail, with the boats a-head towing 3

but at nine, having a breeze from the S,

E. and the tide being againft us, we came-

fo ia eight fathom, with a fandy bottom,

the points of the bay bearing S, i £• and

S. E. t E. : the rocks at the mouth S. E.

4 S. i the Awachinfkoy mountain N.
l-

E. ; and the rocky ifland N. -I W. At;

ten a party of our people were fent on

fiiore to <:olle6t greens for the (hips com-

pany, and thofe on board uployed them-

felves in filhing. In the afternoon, thre^

Kamtfchadales came on board in a boat,

with a prefent from the ferjeant of two

very large falmon, which they called cha-

vitfi ; the captain returned fome rum as

an equivalent. In the courfe of the day,

the above mountain emitted a great quan-

tity of fmoke, and during the night it

was in a perfect ftate of eruption.

The next day (Tuefday 15th), the

whole bay appeared as if in a fog, occa-

fioned by the vaft quantity of fmoke an4

alhes from the volcano. The fliip was'

ia

.„
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In fome places covered near an inch deep

with them. In the afternoon, after a

loud and violent noife, a heavy fliower of

fmall flones fell around us, which was

the cafe, more or lefs, till the evening*

when it thundered and lightned pretty

much, which was not to be wondered at,

when we confider the quantity of fulphur

and other fiery matter with which the air

was loaded. About ten, all was ftill and

quiet, and remained fo during the night.

At two the next morning, taking the

advantage of a breeze from the N. W.,

we got up our anchors, made fail, and

flood out to fea. At eight, we had light

airs and calms, our diftance from the land

about two leagues. The remaining part

of the day the breezes were light and va-

riable. We faw a few flieerwaters, guil-

lemots, and fea parrots ', but as it was the

breeding feafqn, birds of all kinds were

fcarce.

^*7 **! f
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CHAP. XXXlk

Apmt defcription of the town of St, Pe-

ter and Paul, and a few articles re-

fpeSling the Kamtfchadaks—a revolt at

Bolfchaia-reeka^—Jalary of the gover-

nor—the amount of the annual tribute

on Kamtfchatka—the duty of goods ex-

ported and imported— 'number of the mi-

litary order,

AT the time that Muller'and Krafchi-

ninnikofF publiftied the hiftory of

Kamtfchatka, the various parts of that

province were in a flouriihing condition ;

btit the fmall-pox has (ince that period

committed fuch heavy depredations, that

many towns and villages have been en-

tirely depopulated.
'^

'

-^*^

In 1769, twenty thoufand of the na-

tives died of the fmaH*pox, leven thoufand •

of whom paid tribute. ,...,^.,

The town of St. Peter and St. Paul,

iwhieh is iituated upon a fpit of low land

that
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that extends nearly acrofs the harbour, at

prefent confifts of only twenty- one build-

ings, including jourts (huts partly under

ground), ballagans (houfes elevated upoa

poles), and houfes ; the befi .>f which are

compofed of wood, and the intermediate

chinks filled up with mofs, &c. At the

head of the harbour are two other build-

ings, one of which ferves for a ftorehoufe,

the other is a kafarma or hofpital. The

church which Muller mentions, flood be-

hind the hofpital, but there are not now

the leaft traces of it ; the only one that is

\\'ithin any reafonable diftance, is at the

village of Paratounka, on the wedern

fide of the bay, which is the refidence of

the prieft. The windows are all compofed

of tht ikins of falmon fewed together,

except thofc in the fcrjeant's houfe, which

^re made of talc, and admit the light

nearly as well as glafs.

Bolfchaia-reeka is the largeft town,

and confifts of near a hundred houfes,

all of which are built upon the fame plan

a»

Ii:
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as at Petropauloufki ; is likewife the

refidence of the governor

The Kamtfchadales have, in a great

meafure, adopted the manners and cuftoms

of the Ruffians, who marry and inter-

marry with them. Amongft theu-felves^

they enter into the marriage ftate very

young, generally when thirteen or four-

teen years of age. The women are very \

ordinary, being fhort in ftature, with

broad faces, fmall eyes, very high cheek

bones, and little nofes ; in, ihort fo little,

that when you view them in a profile,

only the tip is to be difcovered.

In every village there is a toyon or

chief, who, in any trifling difputes, is

always applied to ; but if they are of a

ferious nature, they come under the cog-

nizance of the principal perlba iu the

place ; if he finds it difficult to fettle the

affairs, they are transferred to the gover-

nor at Bolichaia-recka, from whence there'

is no appeal.

Major
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Major Behm, who is a native of Livo-^

nia, has formerly been in the Swedifli .

fervice ; became to this place in 1773.

In 1770, there was a revolt at Eolfchaia-

reeka, which happened as follows :—
feveral men, amongft whom was a Polifh

gentleman, who had, for fome capital

mifdemeanors, been banilhed to this part

of the world, obferving the murmuring

and great difcontent which at that time

prevailed among the Coflacks and Kamt-

fchadales. on account of the very feverc

ufage they experienced from the Rufllans,

took the advantage of their fituation, and

by fair words and large promlfes, brought

over a number of them to their intereft.

A time was iixed for the execution of

their fcheme, which was to murder the

governor, whofe name was NielofF, and

moft of the p'^incipal people, and to make

their eicape. Every thing being ready,

they lulhed into his houTe, and having -

difpatchcd him, as well as feveral others

who were there, they, in the midft of the
-

con-

'mm

W.
I

J
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confulion which this afFair occafioned,

fled to the fea fide, feized upon a floop

which was lying there, and made for

the northern parts of China, where they

landed, and have not fince been heird of.

ifTht falary of the government of Kamt-

fchatka amounts to a thoufand rubles a-

• year ; the pay of the ferjeant at Pctro-

paulouflci is forty- fix rubles per annum*

The failors in the merchants fervice have

no pay, but receive twenty rubles for

every good fea beaver-fkin they bring,

and in pronottion to the inferior ones.

The ann lai tribute of the province of

Kamtfchatka is computed at feven thou-

fand rubles ; none are taxed till they ar-

rive at the age of eighteen years, when

each pays a fable fkin. The duty on

articles of every kind that pafs and repafs

from Ochotflt to Bolfchaia-reeka, brings

in a confiderable fum : upon landing in

the province of Kamtfchatka, they pay

half a ruble for every pood, and when

they convey any goods acrofs the Pen-

fliinlkoy

\
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fkinflcoy fea to Ochotfk, the duty is a fox

Ikin for the like weight*

There are fix galliots at Bolfchaia-reeka

belonging to the emprefs, which are fet

apart for the fole purpofe of tranfporting

jprovifions, 6tc. from Ochotfk to that

place. *

In the whole province of Kamtfchatka,

which is extenfive, there are not above

four hundred and ninety, or five hundred

of the military, including CofTacks ; out

of which there are one hundred and fifty

at Bolfchaia-reeka, and thirty-one at St.

Peter and Paul, li*

i> ''ii.

( t

CHAP, xxxiir.

*Tranfa^ions and occurrencesfrom our leaV'

tng Kamtfchatka to our making the coafi

of^fla. ^

THURSDAY, June 17th, was calm

throughout the day, with a few

(bowers of fmall rain. Our obferved la-

titude was 52 deg, 47 min. N. The next

Vol. II. R day
M

n



day we had a breeze from the S. S. E.

quarter, and the weather was clear and

pleafant, though rather cold. We pro-

ceeded in an E. N. E. diredion till half

paft ten, and then bore away to N. E. the

northermoft point of land at that time

bearing about N. by E. In tlie after-

noon, the win(f fliifted to S. S. W. and it

came on very thick and foggy. We faw a

whale, a few guillemots, fea parrots, and

fheer-waters. . .

Our wind and weather continued the

fame as yefterday, and our courfe N. K.

Il the evening we faw an albatrofs and

two or three fulmars; and at eight got a

caft of the lead, but found no ground at

a hundred and fixty fathoms.

Sunday, June 20th, the weather Hill

continued very foggy, with frelh gales

from the S. S. W. At half paft two in

the morning, we faw the land extending

from N. to N. W. by W. At three, the

Refolution altered her courfe to E. N. E.

and fired four guns as afignalfor theDif-

\

covcrv
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coverjr to do the fame. Soon after, the

fog became very thick, and continued fo

till near feven, during which time guns

were fired every half hour, which were

all anfwered by the Difcovery. Our la-

titude to-day was54deg. ^^ min. N. and

the variation 9 deg. 35 min. to the eaft-

ward. '' "•' ''' '''-- '

The following day was tolerably clear^

our wind and courfe as yefterday, till three

in the afternoon,when the former 9hanged

to N, At two we faw the land, the ex-

tremes of which bore N. W. by N, to

W. N. W. and foon after hauled in for

it, our courfe W. N. W. At eight, it

became calm, and foon after we founded,

but got no ground at ninety fathcm^ In

the afternoon, a little breeze fprung up

from the S. by W. our courfe N. by E.

and at ten in the evening pafled a dead

whale, upon which a great number of

gulls and petrels were regaling, but it

flunk moft abominably.

R 2 Early
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Early the next morning, the wind

changed to W. and foon after to W. N.

W. our courfe as before. At eight, we

had light airs, and the extremes of the

land bore S. 44 deg. W. and S» 74 deg.

W. our dillance from it about frx leagues.

Wedneiday the 23d,, was clear till fix

in the morning, when a thick fog came

on, and the wind veered regularly from \

N. to E. by N. and in the afternoon to S.

by W. our courfe ftill N.N. E. Our ob-

ferved latitude was ^j deg. 11 min. N.

and the variation 1 3 deg. 3 min. E. We
now begaa lo obferve a confiderable iw-

crcafe in the length of the days, it being

light at two in the morning, and not dark

till near twelve at night.

The 24th, was clear throughout tlie

day, our courfe N. E. by N.. till eight in

the morning, when we refumed our old

one. We obferved an infinite number of

gulls about, and many ardic gulls. In

the evening, our breeze left us,

' "" ^ ^ ' The
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' The next day we had fine, clear, warm>

and pleafant weather, the thermometer

varying from 44 deg. to 56 deg. A great

number of gulls about, and fome ardic

gulls, which drive the others about at a

llrange rate, till the poor frighted birds

void their excrements, which the others

immediately catch in their beak and fwal-

low, apparently much pleafed with the

dainty morfel. Linnseus calls this bird

the parafite, from its nafty, fordid man-

ner of living. Our latitude to-day was

59 deg. 8 min. N. and at one in the af-

ternoon a very thick fog came on. At

eight in the eve ing, we altered our

courfe to E. by N as the Ruffians in

their charts had laid down a ape in la-

titude 60 deg. North, which makes a

confidcrable bend to the eaftward. As

it was fo thick that we could fcarce fee

the length of the fhip, guns were fired

every half ^our, as fignals to the Dif-

covery. \Vc founded with a hundred
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ancl fixty fathoms of liae, but got no

ground.

It was foggy throughout the whole of

the next day, with ^ nafly haze that ren-

dered every thing wet and difapreeable.

In the afternoon, we faw fevei ^ fmall

blue petrels, and at eight again tried for

ground with a hundred and ilxty fathoms,

but without fuccefs,

Sunday the 27th, ^e altered ourcourfe

to N. E. by N. with the wind at S. W.
The fog ftill continued, which rendered

(t>ur vifion very circumfcribed. Our la-

titude by double altitudes w^s 59 deg.

484^ min. N. At two in the afternoon,

we faw feveral fhags and many fmall blue

petrels ; and foon after, the weather be-

coming clear, we altered our courfe to

N. N. W. with a view of making the

land, and made all fai|.

Monday was rather hazy, though not

^npleafant, the thermometer rifing as

Jiigh as 56 deg. At five in the niorning,

we paffed forne drift-wood, and half an

hour
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hcnxY after faw land (p^^rt of the Afiatic

contiaent) bearing N. \V. - At eight its

extreniQS bore N. 10 deg, W. and S. 85

deg. W. d^(]tant about (ik leagues. At

nine we ftruck foundings at twenty-four

^thom, with a bottom of gravel and

(hells ; and foon after bore away to the

N. E. The land was moderately highj

with patches of fnow upon iti in various
'

places : there was a deep bay or inlet, ;

nearly a-breaft of us, which appeared to

be an entrance into fonie river. Our lati-

tude by double altitudes was 61 deg. 56

xnin. N. and the variation was increafed

to 20 deg. 56 min. E. At two our found-
J

ings deepened to thirty-two fathom, and

at fix the extremes of the land bore N.

31 deg. E. and S. 73 deg. W. the neareft

part N. s^ deg. W. at about four leagues

diilance, and land feen from the mafl-

head, N. E. by N. At nine we had

thirty-eight fathom, and at twelve forty

^

two, with a bottom of coarfe gravel.

R 4 Tuefday;**
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Tuefday the 29th, the wind was Vv%

N. W. in the former part of the morning,

and the weather cloudy. At two our depth

of water was forty-fix fathom, with a

iloney bottom, and at four, forty-eight

fathom, with a flielly bottom, at which

time the land extended from N. 35 deg. E.

toN. 40 deg.W. diitance about fix leagues.

At five we had the wind at N. W. and ouv

foundings were fifty fathom, with a bot-r

torn of foft mud, and at eight they deep-»

ened to fifty-eight, the bottom fandy.

The weather was fo hazy as to prevent

our feeing the land, and we had feveral

fhowers of fmall rain. We obferved

great numbers of guillemots and fulmars

about, and faw a feal. In the courfe of

the morning, our feamen caught fome

very fine cod. In the afternoon the wind

changed to N. E. our courfe E. S. E. 5

the weather being cloudy and rainy, we
faw nothing of the land till fix, when the

extremes of it bore N. 5 deg, W. and N.

;?5 deg. W. about ten leagues diftant. Iq

t}ie ?yeping there weremanywhales about,

\

.
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Wc bad light airs and calms the whole

of the enfuing day, and of courfe could

make but little progrefs to the northward.

Our people were again fuccefsful in fifli-

ing, and one ofthem brought up with his

line a fpecies of the fyiira of Linnaeus,

At noon our foundings were fixty-four

fathom, with a fhelly bottom, and at four

the land extended from N. 31 deg. W.
to N. ys ^^S* ^* ^^ ^^^ to-day two

very large feals, and many fulmars, guil-

lemots, and ardic gulls.

Thurfday (July nth), the winds were

light and variable, and the weather foggy

till half paft two, when it cleared away,

and we defcried the land bearing from N.

59 W. to N. 83 W. diftant about twenty

leagues

,

The next day was very foggy, with ^

nafty, raw, penetrating, moiftatmofphere;

the wind S. W. our courfe N. E. by N,

At eight in the evening,we ftruck foundings

at fifty fathom, with a muddy bottom.

The thermometer was to-day from 35 1

(leg. to 42 deg.

* I
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The 3d, was foraewhat cloudy, and

the wind fhifted to the S. £. corner.

At noon we were in latitude 63 deg.

35 minr N. and at half paft, faw tha

ifland of St. Lawrence bearing N. by W.
diftant about eight leagues. Our varia-

tioQ was 26 deg. 53 min. £. and at four

the continent of Afia bore N. 13 deg. W.
and N. 51 deg. W. and the ifland N. 23

deg. W. At five we faw another ifland

bearing E. and at ^ight our foundings

were twenty-nine fathom, the bottom

black fand and (hells ; at ten» twenty-five

and at twelve twenty-two fathom, with

a ftoney bottom. We had numbers of

guillemots and fmall crefled awks about us

to-day.

The 4th was cloudy, with a wet haze,

the wind S. S. E. and our courfe N. At

two in the morning, our foundings were

twenty fathom, at four twenty-three fa-

thom, and at eight in the evening twenty-

fix fathom, the bottom a fine fand. At

twelve the weather became v^ry foggy.

. Our

\
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Gur nights were now changed into day,

for in fadt we had nothing elfe but day-

light, which upon the whole proved rather

difagreeable, as it appeared very ftrange to

retire toreftjwith the funfhining inour faces.

Our courfe the next day was N. by W.
and N. N. W. the wind S. by W. At

half paft twelve faw land to the north-

eaftward, which we dire£tly hauled up
for. At three in the afternoon we were

a-bread of it, when its extremes bore N.

44 deg. i E. and N. 75 deg. E. abou^

three miles diAant, and part of the coafl;

of Afia nearly W. This ifland was fmall,

and its (hores compofed of perpendicular

rocks : it was of a moderate height, and

had many patches of fnow upon it, but

we iaw no appearance of verdure. That

part of the coaft of Afia to the weft-

ward, was the Tfchuktfchi Nofs, or,

^s captain Cook denominated it, the Bay

of St. Lawrence, bi4t the weather was too

thick to diftinguifh any particular part of

it. We pbferved feveral large gulls

. ,.,1

"
abou^
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about entirely white, and myriads of very

fmall birds of the awk genus. The beak

was compreffcd, and large in proportion to

the bird ; its colour was dark brown, or

rather black, the bread whitifh, and to-

wards the abdomen it was of a reddifh

brown colour. At halfpaft three we bore-

away to N. W. by N. and at five we

had twenty-eight fathom, with a fandy

bottom. At fix we faw the foulh part of

the Serdze Kamen (a rock on the Afiatic

coaft, fo called by the Ruffians from its

fuppofed refemblance to a heart) bearing

S. 64 deg. W. and the extremes of the

ifland S. 41 deg. E. and S, 51 deg. E. At

feven we altered our courfe to W. by S.

and at eight bore away to N. by W. at

uiuch time, the fouthern extreme of the

^ooaft of Afia bore S. by W. and our

foundings were twenty-eight fathom.

At ten we defcried part of the American

continent, making in a peaked hill,

which bore S. 64. deg. E. and now we

had both continents in view at once^

^ "
] Some



n

e ,

( 253 )

Some time after we paiTed a piece of ice^

and at twelve our foundings were thirty

fathom.

Our courfe the next day was N. by W.
the wind S. S. E. and the weather cloudy.

At four in the morning our depth of

water was twenty-nine fathom, when the

extremes of the land (Afia) bore S. S3

deg. W. and S. 5 deg. E. At fix we faw

feveral fea-horfes, and pafled fome pieces

of ice. At eight it became rather foggy,

and our depth of water was twenty-fix

fathom. At half paft one in the after-

noon, we faw more fea-horfes, and at

two defcried ice a-head. At five we be-

ing well in with it, the large cutter was

hoifted out, and a party ofmen were fent

to kill fome of thofe animals, but they re-

turned at feven, without fuccefs. This

piece, which comparatively fpeaking was

but a fmall one, was evidently formed

near the fhore, as there was much dirt

mixed with it. From eight to twelve we

paired many loofe pieces, and obferved

numbers

^-
;
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numbers of fulmers, and feveral ardk

gulls. Our variation to-day was 28 dcg.

14 min. E. and we had the pleafure of

feeing the fun all round us, without fett-

ing ; ^o that 'it might be faid, we had a

fine fun-fliiny night in lieu of a moon-

light one. .7-.

We had open cloudy weather till five

•the next piorning, when it became thick

and rainy; our courfe was N. IE. and

the winds. E. by S. At fix we faw ice,

a-head, and foon ^ter defcried part of

the continent of America, extending from

N. 45 deg. E. to N. 62 deg. E. Upon a

nearer approach to the ice, we found it a

firm body, and apparently joining to the

land, the extremes of it in fight bearing

from E. S. E. to N. W. As our farther

progrefs totheeaftward was now effec-

tually flopped, we bore away to N. W.
(landing along the ice ; our foundings

being twenty-feven fathom. Our latitude

by account was 68 deg. 5 min. N. In the

afternoon we pafied feveral pieces of looie

\

'^wiJ'i-
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ke, and at four the main body trended

away to the N. E. but at fix we found it

again, extending to the N. W. The wea-

ther ftill kept cloudy, and the wind (hifted

to the weftward ; now and then we had a

fhower of fleet, with an icy horizon. At

eight in the evening the thermometer

fell to 33 deg. Our foundings were

twenty fathom, and at eleven we faw

more ice extending from N. E. to S. E.

The winds now were light, and the wea-

ther hazy, with fleet Ihowers. At twelve

the thermometer ftood at 3 1 dcg,

Thurfday fjuly 8th), the weather was

thick, with Ihowers of fnow, and variable

winds from the northward. At two in

the morning we had nineteen fathom.

At four we faw the ice from N. to S. S. E.

and at half pail tacked fliip. At eight

our foundings were twenty-two fathom.

At three in the afternoon we defcried a

frefti body of ice, extending from N. by

E. to S. W. by S. and foon after bore

away, (landing along the edge of it.

At

its
til-:?.
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At fix we were pafling great quantities

of drift ice, the firm body at that time

bearing S. W. and E. N. E. and at half

pad hauled round a point of it, forcing

our way through the drifting pieces. At

eight we were obliged to bear away

again, as the ice extended fo far to the

fouthward, our foundings being twenty-

nine Jfathom. At twelve we were run-

ning along the field ice, the extremes of

which bore S. S. W. and N. N. E. For

feveral days pad we faw no other birds

than guillemots and gulls.

At four the next morniug, the field-

ice extended from S. W. by W. to N.

and our foundings were twenty-eight fa-

thom : the weather was hazy, with fhow-

ers of fnow, and the wind was in the N.

quarter. At fix, we had much fnow, and

frefh gales of wind from the N. N. W,
we likewife paffed a great quantity of

drift-ice. At eight the extremes of the

main body bore W. and N. E. and our

founding s were thirty fathom . Our courfe

.

^ to-



IDllky Was Irom S. i W, to W. 8, W,
keeping as near to the ice as we pr^den^•?

ly €tM\^, without rifking the (hips. Oq^

obferved latitude was 69 deg. 12 min. N,

and the variation 30 deg. 34 min. £, We
Ibund ourfdves near a^f^gree to the north"*

i»ard of our ceckoning^ which muil \\V(t

been occasioned 'by a cinrrent fetting \^

that diye£tion. At two in the afternoon*

Pre were landing through the driftrice,

ouf 4eptfh of water being twenty-fev^n fai?

Iftiom, atid at four twenty-five fethom^

Vphen the ice extended from S. E. to N*

W. At five the ice became too thjcjc fo^?

V$ to penetr^^te through, and foon afce^

we bore away, keeping a S. E. by E,

•courfc, with the wind at N. W. At (ix^

the weather became clear, though we now

imd then had a fhower offnow; our depth

of water was Oill twenty-feven fathomt

,but at twelve they deepened to twenty^

^eight. r^i^'i-i U: ::^--. \v^i J'lii^r

Saturday the loth, was cold, though

fair, with a few ihowers of fl^et, our

Vol. II, S wip4
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wind and courfe as yefterday. . At eight,

we faw drift-ice a-head. Out latitude

was 68 deg. i min. N. and the therjno-

meter varied from 28 deg. to 37 deg. At

one, we had light airs, and at four, being

furrounded by a great deal of ice> upon

which there were many herds of fea-?

horfes, the pinnace and cutter were got

out, and parties fent to attack^ them* as

pur ftock of oil began to grow 0iort>

They returned at eight, with three old

and one young one, and having, haifled

in the boats, we made fail again. At

twelve, being very near the ice, . which

though only in loofe pieces before, ap-

peared now to be formed into one firm

folid mafs, we tacked and flood to the

northward ; at this time the extremes

bore E. by N. and N. N. W. and our

foundings were twenty-eight fathom.

We obferved feveral whales about to-day,

vihich. feemed to be of a different Ipecies

from thofe we faw in our laft cruize to the

northward, being deQitute of the fin upon

....'# - - • ^hcir
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their backs, 'thok that came n6ai^u»J)f^4

a very difagreeable fmell. ' '-'-^/

The next day we had moderate breeze^

from the E. N. E. quarter, with cldudy

weather, but at four the wind (hifted ti

N, E. At three, we tacked fhip, and

once more ftood E. S. E. with a view of

getting through the ice to the fouthward^

At fix it beoame thick, with fhowers of

fnow and frefli breezes, and our (bundingsi

were twenty-eight fathom. At eight, w<j

were running through the loofe ice, fom^

pieces of which were nearly half a mile

in length ; but at nine, finding it im«

pradicable to get farther to fouthward at

prefent, we tacked and ftood N. by W, 1

indeed we were now fo furrounded, that

it proved a difficult matter to determine

which way to proceed. At noon, we

were forcing our way through the ice,

yj'nh an intent of gaining the fea tQ the

northward, which, from the maft-hfa^,

appeared to be tolerably clear 5 and at

length, with much difficulty, gccoi?^p!i(h^

I J.T1|

I M'
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154 tt, but not without rccemngftine *-
vere blows, whiob fortup^tely 4id no

fMther danvBgC Qyr l|ktitvidis tp-(]ay was

68 4eg* 49 min. N. aikl our fQUpdlng^

Iwcnty-^eight iEatbom. At four in the

fiit^rnoon, it okaired up, but a;t eight w^

%Sid fn\all rain^ and .a$ twelve freih bre^^^

from the N.

;, Monday the i2th| we haB fre;fh ^ates

from the N. N. W. with thi<;k, hazy

weather, our qourfeW. apd W* v5« jAjC

•fix in the morning, we tacked and llood

to the N. £. and at eight our gale died

away, and we had (bowers of fmall mia.f

zling rain, our depth of water being thtr'-

%y fathom. Some time aftei; the joHy

ixoac was got out to try the current, which

we found fetting from the S. E. by E^ at

the rate of half a knot per hour. * ^

On Tuefday the weather became clear,

and continued fo till ten in the morning,

when it again refumed its old appearance,

and we had a nafly wet fog, with now

and then a fliower of fleet. The wiod

ht

WW
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WiaiS; iiitlie S. W. quarter tiirfisc, and tlieii

Veerecftound to £. S*. £. our courfe N. by

W. AtTeVeti wefkwice*a-hfead, on vfhich

dtcourit We hauled moi'e up to tHd ealV-

^krdi and at dight the exiremds Bore

S. W: and N. E. At half paft ^t tacked

and flood to the fouthward, with an hi-

teilt of worfcing round the N. E,. point of

^, whert thfere appeared to be a clear fear.

We* fa>;v itiany fulmars ahd ffeveral ardtic

gtiflsi and at noon our obferved latitude

was* 6^9 deg. 26 min. N. arid the variation

i6' dtp Io mid . E. At four in the after-

nobh tfie^ eocttemes of the ibe bore W. hf

S. atld N; by W. and we had frefh galeS

from the eaftward, WitB. a great head-fea

going, which made the veflels pitch ter-

ribly. At' nine our courfe was S. E. by

E. with the wind at N. E. by E. and we

had twenty- nine and thirty fathom.
^'

The 14th, was foggy thick, and molft,

throughout the whole day ; the wind va-

ried from E. N. ¥. to E. and our courfe

was N. and K. N. E. At four we had

"^ S 3 little



iitttd wiiijsi and at feven it became pe^«

fedly calm* In the afternoon we had

light breezes, and at half paft four we

found ourfelves clofe in with the ice : the

Veather being very thick, we tacked and

inade the %nal to the Difeovery to do the

' At fix the next morning;, we fawthe

(irm body of ice extending from W. by

i^I^ to N. N. E. our courfc was N. E^ wit^

light breezes from the fouthward, and

hazy weather. At noon our obferved la-

titude wa« 69 deg. 47 min. N. andwefaw

the ice upon our larboard-bow, and foon

after hauled up to N. W. At two in the

afternoon we were tolerably near it, when

Vre bore aw^y again to N. E. and E. in-

tending to trace it to the American fhore.

At eight the ice extended from N» N. E^

\o W. S. W. and we faw many ardlie

gulls, a few iguillemots, and fulmars,

touring the afternoon and evening, we

liad thick fnowy weather, but at twelve

it ctea-re^ up> and the wind fliifted. to W.
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^ We had moderate breezes from the S.

W. the next day, with hazy weather, and

ihowers o£ fmall fn(3W. At four in the

niorniag^i the iee exteiided frotli N. by E.

toS. W. by W.ourc0urreNJN.E. and

at fix ' the wind frelhen^d Jnto a gale,

with fnow-fiiowers, our ifbundings being

twenty- fix fathom. Soon after we paffed

fome paclbedJce, and hauled up to N. by

Ei - At^feyenthe wind fhifted to W. and •

the weather became thick, but at eight it

cleaned up again, when we found our-

felved to our great furprize furraunded

with* ice, the extremes bearing E. and

S. W. Our latitude at this time was 70

deg. 7 min. N. and we immediately hauled

our wind to the S. S. E. In the afternoon

it blew fo^ftVong that we got down top-

gallant-yards, clofe-reefed the fore-iop-
"^

faiil, double-reefed the main, and handed

the mizen- top-fail, the weather too was

very dark and cloudy, with Ihowers of

fleet. In the courfe of the nidu it mo-'

derated a good- deal/and our foundings'^

S 4 dccreakd
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^d^ri^ii^td twiftatj^-'tliirde and twent^-otie

fathoms ' //^

In the fiifft part of the marning) we had

&0W ihowi^a and hazy weajtbeTi widbi th9

^ind Wi bj S^. At. four th^ weather;

cleared up, amd we let up ail the reefs^,

and at fix got qp; top-gallant^yards^ At^

eight our courfe was: N. W.4N>buta£
hint we bore away agzfinto N..N*E. Out

ob&cved latitude was 6^deg.:55 ihiiju N*.

and in the afternoon the wind ^afied

from W. to S. &. W. At fevenj in the

evening it became neatly calm> and at tea

We had a few ihowers of fleet, with a fidgiv

which foon after cleared uj>. Our fo.und-

ings were twenty-one and nineteea.

fathonl.

Sunday (July i8th), we had opetty

doudy weather, with light airs and calm$

till feven, when a light breeze fprung up

from the N. E. our courfe N. N. W. anA

N. W. by N. We got ground at nineteen

and twenty fathomi and hadappafetotly a

dear fea 9II around uv^ neither land nor
- - '' - •- - * '^ ' • ,

' a" '
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ke. cqming wkhlni tlie ;(>puiv3ai^09 0^ ouHi

Vifion^ thqugh,!the harizoivfeemed td: itidw

cate our ^^pproadi- «^ t]^f; latfcr : and inr

£a£t at tea wc. de&f<jied. k^i anhead'^ thd tx^i

tremes, of which at noo^ biore N. £:. v £'»^

and W, b(y N. our obfeifved ktitudfcr vl^a^

7a deg. 26 min., N^ sfndjthcj vajTiatiiotf,

31 d€g. 19 min. £.; Wt ode we. tacked

and flood, to the eailward, and opntinued

to: trace tlie ice -with light, breez^fi' till

eleven,, at} whju:h tin^e a fog: comt^ag: aa^'

yjvc again- tacked &rp' and flood to.' the

fouthward . The people on hoand . tli0^iDi£r<

cpvery faw thriee white bears fwihi hyrthei

fhipi At twelve the weatherrbecame dear

agait)^ fb we tacked and proceeded, aipng:

the bprdeira as before^ aod faw many: bends

t)f fearhor&s fleeping. upon variOusrpiirtS'

of it. Our foundings>we>re from i^i^neteea

to feventeen fathoms.
, ^, ,„^, ^..3 uw

At half paft one the next morningswe

found ourfelves embayed by the ice, which

«extended from S. E. to S. W. we accord-

ingly bore away to the eaflward, and con-

tinued

(''•I
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tinued that courfe till three, when we
hauled up to S. S. W. the wind being

weft and the ice extending as far as

S. i £. At eight it became quite: calm, and

the extremes bore N. and S. At noon we

kad'a breeze from the N. N. E. our courfe

S.byWi the ice bearing from S.byW.
to N. E> 4 E. the nearcft part ^diftant

about bne mile. Our obferved latitude to-

day was 70 dcg. 1 1 1 mln. N. At two in

tjie afternoon we faw two white bears

fwimming by us, and the joUy boat (which

had been hoifted out to compare the time-

keeper^) being along-fide, three or four of

the gentlemen with mufquets in their hands

jumped into her, and went in purfuit of

them, and foon returned with both. They

were .male and female; the former, which

appeared to be a young one, was fmaller

than the other, the dimenfions of the

largeft was as follows, viz. "'" ^<^

Feet. In.
rl-vM. n-vt 'i.-ft riCn ihh

From the tip. of the nofe to the

-xiv^w. end of the tail

I nofe to the 1

lii . - -1 7 '

From
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,^_^..l^ect. .Ill;

ftotii fnotik to Ihouldcr Wade '*'
'aT, J

Height - - T^ - r * - - a 3

Circumftrehce near the fbr^ legs 4 ioL

f)ittoof the neck, clofe to the ears 2 ,
lo

Breadth of the fore paw - ' - 6* 7

• A quantity of fea-horfe fiefh was found

ifi' theiV llomachs, aiild the fertile had
,

mJlk in her dugs'/* Their fkins were taken

oflr, aiid the flefli divided amdng the of-'
,

iicets and inehj 'it'Wals hoWevi^r but in^'

different eating, though better thdil thi6* '<

flfefti of the fea-horft :• At four bur found- -

'

irtgswefe fourteen falhottl, and the ex-^
r

tffellies of the ice bor^ S. by E. and N. by^

'

W. We continued tracing it till half pad'

twelve, and then bore away along the

'

edge of it, keeping a W. S. W courfeJ

The birds we faw to day Were guillemots,

'

atid one or two large white gulls, Which •

probably might be the larm eburneus^

dfefcribed in Phi^p's voyage to Spitf-*

bfergenw '
"'•' ^^- .'-'Cv^n .if, lon-a s iu j^tt

7 'f^^^jl ln.i ,;^t>aiv^^ Q^v:0

m

'..a.
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On Tucfday morning the \yind was in

the E. N. E. quarter, and at four the ex-

tremes of the ice bore N. E. and S. W.
We continued Handing on to the eaft-

ward^ and at half paft eleven faw p^rt of

America to the S. S! E. which we imme-

diiately hauled in for. At noon it bore

S. E,.f S. and S. i^bout eight leagues di-

ftant, the fouthermoft ice then bearing

W. We foon after bore away to W.

.

by N,i with the wind E* S. E. our found-

ings being nineteen fathoms and half.;

In the afternoon we wdre failing through

great qi^antiteis of joofe ice ; the weather'

was hazy, with moderate breezes from

the E. S. E. and S. E. our courfe SLW. by

S. and S. S. W. our foundings from

twenty to twenty-two fathoms. At ten

we again faw the land bearing S. S. £. l

E. and obferving a ftrong rippling upon

the water, we tried the current, which

was found fetting to the weftward at the

rate of a knot an hour. At twelve we had

light winds, and foggy weather. Our

variation

\
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variation to-day was 28 deg. . 59 min.

The firft part of Wednefday morning

was calm> but at four a light breeze fprung

iUp from the £. by N. attended with a

^ery thick fog, which at eight cleared up,

and gave us another view of the land to

the S. £. We hauled in for it, but at

half paft nine were brought up by the

ice : the edges of it were broken and

loofe, but the interior parts appeared very

firm, and from the maft-head it was feen

evidently to join with the land, which

ithcn extended from S. 30 deg- E. to S.

J64. deg. £. diftant about fix leagues. As

our farther progrefs was now totally put

a flop to on the American fide, we at half

paft ten bore away to the weftward, with

the wind at E. N. E. ftanding along the

borders of the ice, which we prpjpofed

tracing till we ihould £&\\ in with the

coaft of Afia. In the fore part jof the

afternoon we had fmall rain, and our

depth of water was twenty^our fathomfi.

At

?•
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At fix it became foggy, and we pafled

fome large pieces of loofe ice, anu at half

paft ten faw the main body a-head, on

which account we hauled up to N. by E.

Some little time after it cleared up, and

we found ourfelves in a deep bight or

bay which the ice had formed. We imf

'mediately tacked, and were employed till

near twelve in clearing it, and had we

not been fortunate in our weather, it

"would have caufed us mUch trouble as

well as danger in extricating ourfelves out

of this difficulty. i >f:..«,

The next morning was hazy, .with

fmall rain, or rather mift, and we had

frelh breezes from the E. and E. S. E.

•our courfe S. W. by S. At four it be-

came fomewhat clearer, and we had fropi

twenty-fix to twenty- nine fathoms, and

at eight twenty-feven fathoms. We ob-

ferved many puffins, guillemots, and ful-

mars about to-day, and moxe of the for-

mer than we had feen before on one day.

Our cbferved latitude was 69 deg. ^nd ^9

mm.
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min. N. and at four in the afternoon we

faw the ice extending from S. S. W. to

N. W. fo hauled up to S. by E. with the

wind E. by S. but at feven bore away to

S. W. by W. At nine the weather came

on fomewhat hazy, and we pafled much

drift-ice, we therefore hauled up again to

S. E. by S. thf wind being E. by N. but

foon after the haze difperfing, we faw the

main body of ice extending from S. £•

to N. W. fo tacked fliip with an intentioa

to beat round the eaflern point. At half

paft ten we tacked again, our courfe being

S. S. E. I E. At twelve we had twenty-

eight fathoms ; a thick haze came on fopa

after with frefh breezes, and we pafTed

much drift-ice. The thermometer varied

to-day from 37 deg. to 42 min.,

Friday July 23, at half paft one in the

morning, we were brought up by the

main body of ice^ the extremes of which

bore S. E. and N. W. In working to get

clear of it, we found our courfe to th*

N. N. E. and S. E. by S, ftoyped by the

^>v:-//i drift-, f

M
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drift-'oce, ^viiidi had fonvked a -Tery

confiderable bartiier. Nothing was now

left for us but to force a paffage through

ft, which we endeavoured to<b to the S.E,

in whkh diredibn there appeared to be

the fewcft ob^cles to encounter. Wc
were engaged m thie bulinfefe tiH feven;

dufang which tinie we received many fe-?

tfcue blows from the ice, but at laft got

clear: our confort, however, who had pro^

ceeded in ai different dire<Slion, Hill re-

inaihed behind, apparently wedged in 'be-

tween the ice. Ateight a thkk haze came

©11, and the wind blew freih from the

E. by 6^ the ice then extending from

S.W. I- S. 40 £. by S. and our foundi-ngs

beingtwenty- eight fathoms. The remain-

ing part of the day, Which was foggy

and rainy, was fpent upon our tacks,

waitiog fpr the Difcovery, of whom wc

now and then caught a glimpfe. At nine

tn the evening fhe fired a gun from the

weftward, which was anfwered ; we con-

tittued £rii^ guns every half hour till

f -r'; b twelve
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twelve, when we faw her bearing 4own tq

us, the weather then being moderfite an4

hazy, and foon after (he joined us. Sh?

had fplit her main-top- fail and mi^^n,

afid received fome damage in her bowSy

The thermometer to-day wa^ frpn^ 3<j,

«l?g. to 37 d?g.

The next day the weather was alter-?

nately hazy, foggy, and clear, and thei

wind S.S.W. and S. At two in thq

morning we were working opt of tl^e

ice, a great deal of which we difcerned

to the S. E, and fouthward. At ten it:

,

blew freOi, and we had feveral fhower^ of

fmall rain, but the fca was perfedly

fmooth, occafioned by the furrounding

ice. At half paft eleven we were under

the necefpty of tacking, bejng ftoppe^

by the ice, which bpre from N. N, £, to

S. E, Qur foundings were twenty-eight

ai^d twenity-nine fathoms. At noon our

obferved latitude wag 6B deg. 51 mip. Nt

and in the afternoon the weather becgip^

fine and clear. At three, being well \x\

Vol. U, T with
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^ith the ice, we brought to, aind haviAg

hoifted out our pinnace and cutter, fentthfem

well manned and arthed to kill fea-horfes,

raiany herds of which were feen : We affo

obferved many ardic gulls, gnilleniots, ahd

common gulls about. At eight our peo-

ple returned with nine, and having hoifted

them in, and fecured the bodts. We made

f^l. At twelve the extremes of the ice^

bbre N. E. and W. | N. •Vj*^ -c hnvN

^Ourcourfe the nej^t morning (Sunday'

25th)wasN.E.byN.andN.N.E. with the

windW.S.W. the weather being moderate

and hazy. At half paft four in th& hlbrning

we were again furrounded with icfe : but

'

as it all confifted of loofe, though large

pieces, we were determined to force

througii it, and with this view we bore

awjay to S. E. by E. and having a frefh

breeze, and a fwell in our favour, and

crouding all the fail we could, we at fix

were clear of all, receiving only a few

blows, which were of very little confe-

quence.

.
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quenee. At fbven the wind (hif^ed to

S. S. W. ouc courfe S. £. and at eight,we
^ad imall rainy our depth of water beingj

Ihirty fathoina. Our obferved latitude

W^S 68 deg. 38 min. N. and in the afteit-

«©oft we had the wind from the S. by W.
?ind fouthward. At twelve the weather

becanne fair, with frefli breezes, and wq

tacked aild ftood to the weftward, having^

tWeiity-nine and thirty fathoms.

/ The next day we had pleafant weather,

with ftrong breezes from theS. E. byS.

vour courfe S. W. by W. At two in the

morning we obferved many whales about,

.andlikcwife gulls, puffins, and guillemots^

At te4 we faw ice to the fouth-eailward,

and foon after hauled our wind. At

twdvfe the extremes bore S. E. and W.
|ind W6 tacked Ihip. Our obferved la«

titude was 67 deg. 59 min. N. and in the

afternoon we faw feveral fmall birds

ftringa lobata^ Linn.) and a large duck, the

head, neck, back, and vVings of which

were brown, and the belly white, At fjjc

3/ T 3 S\^
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we had light airs and calms with. rain,

at ten pafled much drift-ice, and at twelve

a light breeze fprung up from the N. W.
quarter, attended with a fog. Our found-

ings were from twenty-feven to twenty-

five fathoms, and the thermometer varied

from 36 deg. to 41 deg.

DV; The next day was thick and foggy,

with fqualls and frefh gales from theN.W.
by W. our courfe S. S. E. 1 E. At one

in the morning we faw the ice from E. by

N. to N. E. by N. and at half paft haded

our wind to the S. W. by W. At three

we were brought up by the field ice,

which extended from S. S. E. to S. W.
fo tacked and ftood to the northward,

with the wind W. N. W. At eight it be-

came more moderate, though ftill thick

and hazy. Our latitude by double alti-

tudes was 67 deg. 47 min. N. and at one

in the afternoon we faw the land (part of

: A fia) bearing from S. 25 deg. E. to S.

' 3 1 deg. E. and three quarters of an hour

after defcried the ice as far as N. E.

t ' . At
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At four the extremes of the land bore

S. 19 deg. E. and S. 39 deg. E. and at

half paft, we were obliged to tack and

ftand to the N. E. by E. being clofe in

with the ice. At eight the land extended

from S. 20 deg. E. to S. 31 deg. E. and

at twelve the only part we faw of it bore

S, E. by E. -J E. our foundings twenty*

four and twenty- five fathoms. • '

y '•r.^:. : .
•/ :':[: j

CHAP. XXXIV.

TranJaSions and occurrences from our mak"

ing the AJiatie coafi^ till our arrival at

the harbour of St. Peter and St. Paul.
'

'VXT E D N E S D A Y (the ilhh) we

had moderate and fair weather.

At four in the morning the extremes of

the land bore S. 35 degrees E. and S. 6g

degrees W. the neareft part S. 2 degrees

E. diflant about five leagues. At fix we

had much drift-ice within us, and at

T 3 eight

m
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feigtit tke land extended from S, 25 6e^. fe.

iSo S. 45 deg. W. diftant about fix leagues.

At noon it was hazy iver the land ; out

foundings being from twenty^our td

twenty- fix fathoms, and our obferVed la*

titude 67 deg. 8 min. N. At four the

land bore S. S. E. -^nd S. by W. and at

eight we had frefli breezes, and few Ibme

drift-ice to the weftward, on which ac*

count we tacked fhip and flood E. by N.

\vith the wind S. E. by S. the land at this

time extended fromW. i N . to S. E. by E.

the neareft part about three leagues diftant.

At ten the wind became light and variable^

iind there was a great head-fea going, and

at twelve we had from twenty-two to

twenty-four fathoms.

The weather the next day was fine,

With flying clouds, and light breezes from

the S. S. E. our courfe E. i S. At four in

the morning the land bore from S. 45 deg.

E. to S. 65 deg. W. about five leagues

diftant. At noon it became hazy over the

land, our obferved latitude was 66 deg.

49
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49 nain' N. In tlie afternoon we faw many

fea-parrots, arftic gulls, puffins, guillemots

and fulmars ; and at four tacked ihip, and

ftood to ihe W. S. W. In the evening it

fell nearly calm, and our depth of water

was from twenty-one to twenty- three fa-

'"* Our courfe the next morning was S. E.

the wind N. W. and the weather hazy.

At eight a thick fog came on, which con-

tinued till two in the afternoon, and then

difperfed a little: our foundings were from

nineteen to twenty-fix fathoms. At half

paft four we faw land through the haze,

the extremes of which bore S. and N. 74
deg. E. and at feven, the weather clearing

up, we had both continents in fight, and

the land a-head proved to be the ifles of

Difappointment, which we pafled on the

ninth of laft Augud in the afternoon :

the ifles bore S. 25 deg. W. and S. 35 W.
and the coaft of America from S. 24 deg.

E. to E. 16 deg. N. We foou after

hauled to the weftward of the iiles j and

T 4 at
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)kt6igtii,tliitpart bf the toaft o^Afia Which

is called Serdzc-Kamcn bore Si62 deg.W.

andtheiflesdfDifappointmentS.26deg.W.

At twelve the Eaft-Cape, on the Afiatic

(hore, boreW. by S. diftant about four

leagues, and we had from twenty-four to

Iwenty-fix fathoms. We faw to-day great

numbers of the ufual birds, and many

fiocks of fmall birds of the awk tribe. ;

Saturday 3iftj we had frefli gales from

the N. N.W and N.W. and clear weather,

bur courfe S.by E» At three in the morning

the Eaft-cape bore N. by W. and at four

pWe faw the bay of St. Lawrence, which

was the place we larided at on the loth of

laft Auguft, at which time capt. Cook fo

denominated it 5 the north head of it bor^

6. 54 deg. W. about four leagues diftant,

iand at eight it bore N. 7 deg W. and

\ht fouth point, whiah now came in "view,

W. diftant about five leagues, the fouther-

taioft land in fight tearing S. 59 deg, W.
At noon our obferved latitude was 65 deg.

^ min. N. and at four, we had light airs,

attd





^d night were very foggy, which obliged

us to tack frequently, being apprehenfwe

of getting too near the land ; our founds

ings were from feventeen to nineteen fa-

thoms, with a muddy bottom. The wea-

ther continued very foggy till two in the

morning, when it became fomewhat

clearer, and we faw the ifland bearing W«
by S. it however foon refumed its ufual

deniity, and continued fo till five, when

it again cleared up a little, and we faw

what we fuppofed to be the iiland of St.

Lawrence bearing S. 25 deg. W. and land

to the eaftward, which had the appear-

ance of two diftindt ifles bearing S. 5 deg.

W. and S. 55 ^deg. E. Our courfe was

S. E. by E. and what little wind there was

came from the S. by W. At eight the two

fuppofed iflands bore S. 15 deg. W. and

S. 59 deg.E. and what we took to be the

ifland of St. Lawrence S. 40 deg. W. We
foon after faw more land to the S. E.

by E. but th€ weather was fo much

*gainft us, that we might now really be

faid

ik

t-.
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<fald to be loft in ia fog. At noon we had

light alvs inclinable to calms, and the weal-

thier became more iayourable, being fme*

clear, warm, and pleafant; the land in

fight, before fuppofed to form two ifles,

now appeared to be only one, the part ht

96 the ifle g( St. Lawrence being the

weftern extreme ; and the eaftern land WiB

fuppofed to be Anderfon's ifle : the whole

bore from S. 73 deg. to S. 49 deg. 4^ W.
and the neareft part.S. 14 deg. E, lOur

obferved latitude was 64 deg. 3 min. N.

In the afternoon we faw many birds, and

one feal, and at twelve our foundings

were from nineteen to fifteen fathoms.

The next day was cloudy, with calms

;

at .eight in the morning the two extremes

of the iflands bore S. 56 deg. E. and S.

42 deg. W. and at noon we faw the

coaft of Afia, bearing from N. 82 deg.

W. to W. our depth of water being four-

teen and fifteen fathoms. It was very

thick and hazy over the land all the after-

noon, and in the evening it became milly

and

I
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and foggy, our foundings increafing to

twenty fathoms. We faw two feals to-

day, and a few fea- parrots, fulmars, gullsy

and fmall birds of the awk genus. < , <

, Wcdnefday, Aug. 4th, was cloudy, and

at times foggy, our courfe S. W. by W.
with light breezes from the S. by E. At

eight we had twenty-five fathoms, and in

the courfe of the afternoon it blew a frefli

gale from the eaftward, attended with

rain, our courfe being S. by W. and thp

air raw and Jifagreeable, the thermometer

rifmg from 38 deg. to 42 deg. Our

foundings now deepened to twenty-eight

fathoms. ' ^ •

'

The next day was a difagreeable one ;

and we had fre(h gales from the N. E.

with thick fogs, and drizzling rain. At

nine the wind fhifted to N. by W. and

foon after to N. W. by N. and in the af-

ternoon it blew frcfh from the W. N. W.
our courfe S. S. W. .

In the evening we

found no ground with thirty fathoms of

line.

The
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f The wind, the next morning (Aug.

6th} was W. S. W. our courfe S. and

the weather cloudy. In the afternoon we
tiad fome intervals of funfhine, but at

five it became very foggy, with a nafty

wet haze, and continued fo till near

twelve. ' •

The next day we had fine clear weather

with moderate breezes from the weft, and

W. by S. our courfe S. S.W. and S. by W.
At noon our obferved latitude was 59 deg.

35 min. N. and in the afternoon having

very light airs and calms, we brought to,

main-top-fail to the n^aft.^ and put our

hooks and lines oyer-board ; in the fpace

of three or four hours near a hundred fine

cod were caught, which afforded a moll

luxurious repaft to all on board, for wq

wanted fomething more palatable thaa

the trainy flefh of fea-horfe and white->

bear. At nine having a breeze from the

S. E. we made fail, ftanding S.W. hy W.

Ifhe. nights now began to proceed in their

-^ ..-^ Ufu>l
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ufual chiAttd, It being dark ftotti eleven

to three. '•
*'^'^"> •'^^ •' ^'"^^ ^''^'^ '*'^^'

Aug^ft the 8th was cloudy, wltli

frefh gafes from the eaflr ; our courfe as

ycftcrdky. At nine we reefed our tojir

Tsttls^ and took in our top-gailant-faii^,

on the Difcovery's account, who cOuH

»ot keep uji with us -, but at four in the

afterfioon we let them out again. The

weather fometiihe after came on thick

aii4 *Q^gy> ^^^^ fhowers of (mall raini

$nd in the night we had heavy gales from

iJieS. E. with hard rain. <ji ; hi^i(\ \rj>

The beft part of the fc^owing day was

cloudy, with fogs and fmall rainjaiid-mov

derate breezes from the S. S. E. aiitl 81

byW. our <iourfe S. W. by W. and W*
by S. Thefe winds however unfavourable

for oup getting to tb« fouthward, enabled

tis tb run down our longitude.
. At noon

it deared up, and we had an obfervation,

which gave our latitude 58 deg. 49 min»

N, |a the afternoon the elouds began to

:.;)..- Qolle(^
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toWeA again, arid the ^ind fliifted to S.

by E. our courfe S. W. by" W/ ' ^ "

The next day t^s wkd got into the E.

N. E. quarter, our courfe S. W. by W.
In the afternoon at five one of the feamen

caught a martin, which had perched upon

the after- part of the (hip; it was alrtioft

reduced to a fkekton, and was quite ejt-

haufted With fatigUe : a large curlew alio

flew round the ihip, and we faw an alba-

trofe, fome fulmars^ frtiall blue jpetrels,

and ariStic gutbi— (
< ^•> -^ i* ;,. ^

'Our latitude the enfuiLg day was $y
deg. 25 min. N. and at eight in the even*,

ing we founded, but found no ground at;

fixty fathoms. I'he night was fi^e, but

Xlit atmofphere moifi, which was a cir-

^Uttiftancc we had obferved for £t\^val

^ays paft. ' '•" " ' ' i •
^ ' -•

. On Thurfday the 12th, the wind was

vfeiriable in the S. W. quarter. Our lat^*-

tude was 56 deg. 29 min. N.- and the af"

ternoon was fine and pleafant. At four

we pafled a bunch of rock-weed.

6 The
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The next day we had moderate breeze^

from the N. W. by W. our courfe S. W.
by W.tiU five, when we altered ourcourfe

to S. S. W. and at eight to S. the wind

W. and W. S.W. We paflfed more rock-

weed, and faw many fea-parrots, gulls,

and fulmars about. The afternoon was

fine, but at half paft fix in the evening it

became very cloudy, with a wet difagref

able haze. >v f«- . /; * ;.r..;... t,= n

Our latitude on the 14th was 54 deg«

50 min. N. and we pafled many bunches

of weed. We obfervcd only the ufual

birds about to day, ^^ .. t -^ ^m'.

* Our wind and courfe was the iame as

yefter ^.ay till two in the afternoon, when

we had frefti breezes from the S. W. our

courfe W. N.W. At fix we tacked (hip

and flood S. E. by S. and at nine wore

Ihip, our courfe being W. by S. the wind

S. by W. At twelve we had light winds,

with thick hazy weather. In the after-

noon we faw feveral bUck and white por-

puiTes.

Monday
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Monday the 1 6th we had thick weather,

with calms, and a wet haze. At one ia

the morning a light breeze fprung up from

the N. N.W. our courfe S.W. by W.
and we faw many flocks of gulls, fea-

parrots, fulmars, fmall blue petrels, guille-

mots, and ardic gulls.

Our courfe the next day was W. S. W.
and W. by S. 4 S. and we had moderate

breezes from the N. N. W. at live in the

morning faw land bearing N. 40 deg. W.
This we fuppofed to be one of Beerings

Ifles. At eight the extremes of it bore

N. 18 deg. W. and N. 28 deg.W. we faw

many whales about, and a fmall bird, like

a water-wag- tail, flew round the (hip.

At rioon the weather became fine, clear,

and pleafant, and the wind Ihifted more

to the weftward. Our obferved latitude

was 53 deg. 48 min. N. but we had no

land in fight. At five in the afternoon it

became very cloudy, and appeared inclin-

able to fnow o; rain, but at fix it cleared

up agam.

U The
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..The following day was cloudy, the wind

was in the VV. S. W. quarter, and ou*

courfe S. In the afternoon the weather

became thick and dark, with fhowers of

rain, which continued the beft part of

T^^urfday, with frefh gales from the E.

oui fe W. At four in the afternoon

the wiiid iliifted to N. E. and it became

more njoderate, and at ten we had light

During the night the wind very regu-

larly veered round to S. W. our courfe

\V. N.W. At noon our obferved latitude

was 53 deg. 2 min.N. and we were in daily

• expedtation of making the land. In the

.
courfe of the day we iaw many fulmars,

fmall blue petrels, ardic gulls, and fheer-

'„ waters, and one whale. ,, .,
, ;j •;;

- On Saturday the ift, our courfe was

1 S. S. E. the wind S. W. At five in the

morning we faw the land, which proved

to be part of Afia, and at no great

diftance from the Bay of Awatfchka,

where we propofed flaying fome time:

It
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It, made in a high hill, and bore N. W. ]

N. At eight the extremes of the land bore
'

N. and W. N. W. and at noon N. 2 deg.
'

E. and S. 79 deg. W. our latitude being

53 deg. 45 min. N. and the weather fine

and pleafant, but perfedly calm. At five

we had a breeze from the E. N. E. our
"

courfe S. W. At feven the fouthermoft

land in fight bore S. 55 deg. W. •
'

The next day we had warm and plea- >

fant weather, the thermometer rifing from *

52 to 68 deg. ^ ut were rather unlucky in

having no wind, it being nearly calm

throughout the day. At four the extremes

of the land bore N. and N.W. and at

eight a remarkable cape,which the Ruffians

denominate Cape Chepoonfkoi, bore S. 70

deg. W. two mountains to the northward

of it, W. and S. 75 deg. W. and the north-

ernmoft extremes N. 1 8 deg. W. At half

paft eight. Captain Gierke departed this

life after a long and tedious illnefs, which
*

he had laboured under before our depar-

ture from England. At noon our ob-

U 2 ferved
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ferved latitude was 53 deg. 6min. N. and

Cape Cheepoonlkoi bore S. 83 deg. I W.
At four in the afternoon it bore N. 75
deg. W. and at half paft feven N. 66 dig.

I W. and the northermoft land in fight

N -^W
CO }

Monday the 23d was cloudy and hazy,

with light airs, inclinable to calm. At

eleven we felt an unufual rumbling mo-

tion in the fhip, which continued for about

the fpace of ten feconds, an effed which

we attributed to an earthquake ; our di-

ftance from the neareft fliore at that time

was five or fix leagues. At noon the

haze difperfed, and we faw the Cape

bearing N. 30 deg. W. the weftermoft

land in ^j^ht N. 40 deg. W. and the

northermoft N. 19 deg. W. our latitude

was 52 deg. 46 min. N. and we foon after

had a fine breeze from the N. N. E. our

courfe W. At twa in the afternoon there

were many albatrofles, fea-parrots, and

whales about, and at four the Cape boreN,

41 deg. E. the Awachin(koy mountain N,

/ 46
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4^ deg.W. a mountain to the northward of

It N. 1 5 deg.W. At fix the Cape bore N. 56

deg. I E. thirteen leagues diftant, and the

north-head of the entrance into the bay

N. 84 deg. W. five leagues diftant. At

eight our breeze became confiderable lefs;

the north-head of the bay at that time bore

W. N. W. and the extremes of the land

in fight S. by W. and N. N. W. As it

became dark we obferved a light hung out

at the houfe upon the hill, which is fituated

in the entrance, to diredl us in our courfe.

This was in confequence of major Behm's

dire(5tion8, who had given orders for lights

to be placed upon various parts of the

coaft. The attention this gentleman paid

us, and the care he took in fupplying all

our wants, laid us under great obligations

to him. All the fore-part of the night

we were ftanding through the entrance

with very light airs, and our boats a-head

towing.

The next morning at one we dropped

our anchor in feven fathoms, the two
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points of the entrance bearing S. 45 ileg.

E. and S. 2 deg. W. the Awachinlkoy

mountain N. 13 deg. E. and a rock a-breaft

of us S. 62 deg. W. diftant half a mile.

At eight we weighed, and made the beft

of our way for the harbour, with the

boats a-head towing. Some time after a

favourable breeze fprung up, and at one

in the afternoon we came to, in the bafon

behind the Oftrog, in feven fathoms of

water, about a cable's length from the vil-

lage, and nearly the fame diftance from

each fliore. The ferjeant fliortly after

came on board to pay his refpeds to the

captain, and brought with him fome ber-

ries, milk, and the fpawn of falmon.

After the vefFels were moored, we fet

about repairing the rigging, and the Dif-

covery prepared for caulking, and repair-

ing the damage flie received among the

ice, which we found to be more confidcr-

able than was imagined.

\ '-9' • ' ' f
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CHAP. XXXVir

The changes which took place m confequence

ofcapt, Gierke's death—hisfuneral—the

arrival oj a gentleman from the gover-

nor—and of one of the Emprefs's galliots

from Ochotzk'^-the governor vifits us--^

we depart from Kamtfchatka—a Jhort

^Jketch of the Rufjians and Kamtfcha-
'

dales.

'T^ H E weather on Wednefday was

*• warm and pleafant ; the thermo-

meter rifing as high as 70 deg. and the

country now exhibited an arpe(St fo dif-

ferent from what it was before, as not to

appear like the fame place. All our hands

were employed in ere<fling the tents and

obfervatories on fhore, and getting up the

^ empty ca(ks, and blubber to boil down,

and the coppers to brew fpruce beer from

a fpecies of pine, which the Ruffians

call nantza. This morning the effects of

the late captain Gierke were fold, and

W^^4 U 4 the
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the following changes took place, viz.

capt. Gore I'ucceeded to the command of

the Refolution, and Mr. King to tliat of

the Difcovery ; Meifrs. Burney and Rick-

man removed to the Refolution, and Mr.

Williamfon and Mr. Lanyon, mafters

mate, were appointed as firfl: and fecond

lieutenants of the Difcovery. In the af-

ternoon we hauled the ftine, and caught

plenty of falmon, cod, and trout.

On Friday afternoon a parly were fent

on fl^ore to dig a grave for our late com-

mander, and in the evening the prieft

arrived from Paratounka.

The caulkers, brewers, wooders, coop-

ers, &c. were all bufied in their refpedive

departments ; and we were employed en

board in unftowing the fore-hold, and

flowing away wood. The (bore produced

variety of excellent berries, among which

were the mountain-aih, which the Ruf-

fians call rabena j of thefe we made pyes

and puddings : we alfo found rafpberries,

':: a which^
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which, though fmall, were of a fine

llavour.

At twelve the next day (Sunday 29th)

the corpfe of capt. Clerke was conveyed

on (hore in the pinnace, attended by the

other boats, with the captains and- officers

of both Ihips, where it was decently in-

terred. During the proceflion and fervice,

minute guns were fired by both fliips,

and the marines fired three vollies at the

grave, which was under a tree.

On Tuefday we had cloudy weather,

with flight fhowers of fmall rain ; mofl

of our hands were employed as before,

and a party were fent to fifh for falmon,

(which were remarkably numerous) and

fait them upon the fpot for a fea-flock

;

with the falmon they frequently caught

very fine fmelts, and now and then a

particular fpecies, which is called gor-

bufch by the Ruffians, on account of

its having a kind of hump upon its

back. In the morning our pinnace, in

^hich went the ferjeant, was difpatched

'li'i
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to the mouth of the bay to aflift a fmall

Teflel, which he told us had been in fight

for two days part, but for want of a fuf-

ficient number of hands could not get in.

This veflel, which was one of the em-

prefs*s galliots, we found had been expedl-

ed Ibme time paft from Ochotzk, with va-

rious articles for our ufe, fuch as pitch,

tar, cordage, &c. and a fupply of flour

for this place, which was much wanted
;

the quantity we took with us when lall

here, having rather diilrefled them. In

the evening Ihe returned, having feen no-

thing of the veffel.

Saturday, September the 4th, a gen-

tleman (who the ferjeant told us was an

enfign, and fon to lieutenant Sindo, who

made fome difcoveries upon the coaft of

America) arrived from Bolfchaia-Reeka,

with compliments from captain Wafi-

lowitz IfmylofF, who fucceeded major

Behm as governor of Kamtfchatka, in-

forming the captains that he would be

down in a few days, and that fixteen head

^ of



4

( 299 )

of cattle \tere upon the road, for the ufe

of the (hips. ^

Tuefday the 7 th, every hody was very

bufilyemploycdin endeavouring to ground

the Refoluiion, for the more eafily repair-

ing the damage flie received upon her cut-

water, and in other parts during our cruize

among the ice. This bufinefs was not

effected till the next morning, when the

carpenters began their work. Our feine

fupplied us amply with fifh, particularly

falmon and fmelts, and we found abun-

dance of crabs near the fhore, which were

quite equal to thofe of England in point

of flavour.

Thurfday the 9th, in the afternoon, the

galliot beforementioned was feen ftanding

into the entrance of the bay ; upon which

the pinnace with the enfign, ferjcant, and

an officer from the (hip were difpatched

to inquire if fhe wanted any afliftance.

In the evening fhe came, to an anchor,

and the pinnace returned. Her lading

con-
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confifteJ of flour, pitch, tar, cordage,

tea, fugar, tobacco, and various other

things for our ufe ; for all v/hich favours

we were obliged to major Behm, who

feems to have taken e^-ery method in his

power to render us ads of civility.

At twelve the next fjay the veflel, with

the afiiftance of our launch, pinnace, and

cutter, was towed Into the bafon behind

the village. The mafter of her attended

the major to this place in May. There

was on board a merchant from Ochotzk,

who brought over with him a variety of

articles, fuch as boots, (hoes, knives,

buckles, nankeen, damaiks, filk handker-

chiefs, butter, fiour, fpoons, and many

things we were much in want of. The

prices of his goods were in general high,

but the handkerchiefs were immoderately

dear, fome of which he afked nine and

ten rubles for, which is equal to forty-five

fhillings of our money. The duty which

this man paid for his goods amounted, as

he
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he informed us, to upwards of two hun-

dred rubles.

From the eleventh to the fixteenth no-

thing material occurred; our wooders, wa-

terers, armourers, carpenters, &c. were con-

flantly employed on fhore, while thofe on

bpard were bufied in (lowing the holds,&c.

On Wednefday, captain IfmylofF ar-

rived at this place from Bolfcheretfkoi Of-

trog, attended by our old friend Feo-

dofitch the merchant, and a gentlemaa

who was banifhed hither thirty- fix years

ago. He is of a noble family, and was

page to the emprefs, at which time he was

only eighteen years of age ; but having

been guilty of fome indifcretions, he was

fentenced to be baniftied into Siberia, and

his eftate to be confifcated. Upon the

arrival *of the captain on board he was fa-

luted with eleven guns ; and having viewed

the feveral parts of the (hip, he returned

to the fhore, and dined in the tenf with

captain Gore. He was a tall, handfome

•well made man, and appeared to be about

Chirty-
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thirty-fix. The next day he dined with

captain King, and was fahited with eleven

guns from the Difcovery, and the follow-

ing day was entertained by the gentlemen

of the Refolution's gun-roon., and fupped

on ihore in the tent.

On Sunday morning the captain and

merchant returned toBoIfchaia-Reeka, the

banifhed gentleman remained with us till

our departure. We were employed thefe

four laft days in tarring our rigging, and

the out-fide of the fhips, and flowing away

wood and water, of both which neceflary

articles we propofed taking in a good

flock. The five laft days were very fine

and pleafant, but the evenings and nights

were remarkable cool. •.

On Tuefday afternoon we got ofi^ our

brewers tent, and that of the fail-makers

and coopers ; and the following afternoon

the fixteen ^xen, we had been fo long in

expedation of, arrived. The whole day

was heavy and cloudy, with much rain, and

ftfong gales from the E. S. E. which con-

tinued
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tinned all the following day ; and in the

aftcriioon we got all our tents, cafks, &c.

&c. on board, thofe of the Difcovery re-

maining, as they had not yet finiihed

brewing.

On Friday morning we got up our an-

chor and made fail, {landing out of the ba«

fon, which we cleared with fomc difficulty

about ten, but were once very near run-

ning a-ground. At twelve we dropped

our anchor again, being diftant about a

mile from the Oflrog. ...
On Monday and Tuefday all the young

women of the village wc invited on

board the Refolution by captain Gore, and

in the evening they had a dance, at which

the prieft and all his family were prefent.

The Ruffian dances are as dull and flupid

as can well ' be imagined, but thofe of the

Kamtfchadales can be compared to no-

thing but the aukward motions of a bear,

the geflures of which animal they fre-

quently imitate.
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On Thurfday the ; tli both veffcls

weighed and ftooJ farther out, but the

wind proving contrary, we were obliged

to come to again. The next morning, how-

ever, w^e were more fortunate, and at

eight got up our anchors, and ilood out

to lea.

The tide rifes at this place five feet two

inches and a half, and it is high water at

thirty-fix minutes after four in the after-

hoon, at the full and change of the

moon.
* When we arrived here a fecond time,

we found the Ruffians at the hofpital,

nearly in as bad a ftate with refpedl to the

fcurvy as during our firft vifit ; and as

this was a time of year when berries and

vegetables aboun<!ed, particularly thofe of

the rabeftUt or icivice tree, which might

be colleded without any trouble, a flronger

proof of their extreme lazinefs cannot be

produced. They are in fadt a ftrange fet

of beings, and totally void of humanity

to each other, an inflance of which we

faw
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faw in a poor old man who had loft tlie ufe

of his limbs, and was fufFered to ftarve

in one of their out-houfes. In general,

they are reprefented as jealous of their

wives, but we found that a glafs or two

of rum would fometimes get the better of

ther natural difpofition, and the wife of

one man in particular was at the fervice

of any one who would give him a bottle

of it. The women have no averfion to

fpirits, but will drink them without adul-

teration, and in as great quantities as the

men. . .: v .

The Kamtfchadales, though they have,

in a great meafure, adopted the religion

of the Ruffians, cannot however totally

diveft themfelves of their fuperftitious

prejudices : feveral inftances of which we

had an opportunity of feeing, particu-

larly in an excurfion to the AwachinilMy

mountain, near the fummit of which,

many fmokes iflued out in various places.

Thefe they would not come near, but

faid they were the habitation of evil fpi-

rits.

Vol. II. X The
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The language that prevails here is the

Ruffian, and but very few, except the

oldefl of the Kamtfchadales> can fpeak

their native tongue, fo that it is hkely ia

the courfe of a few years to become ex-

tina.

As this was the fummer feafon they

had retired into the balagans, which arc

their refidence during that period of the

year. They were alfo verybufily employr

ed in drying fifh for their winter ftock ;

fo that the whole village was nearly fur-

rounded by them, which by no means af-

forded an agreeable fcent. They confifted

principally of falmon and herrings ;. the

latter being fet afide entirely for their dogs:

the bellies of the former, which they look

upon as a delicacy, are divided from the

body, and dried by themfelves.

The dogs are always let loofe in the

fummer feafon, during which time they

frequently run wild in the woods, but

return at the approach of winter, when

they are fecured again j and upon the

firft
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firft appearance of a fledge, they fet up a

general howl, as being confcious of the

labour they have to undergo for the

remaining part of the year. ,, /

1^

; CHAP. XXXVI.

^e trace the coaji, and fall in mth the

Ktirile ijlands^-^make Japan^ andfee two

veffels of that country—dfcover Sulphur

ifland'—and bear awayfor the Bafiee ijles^

but without fuccefs—Purfue our courfe

for China—make the ijlands of Lema—
and anchor off Macao—but remove the

72ext day to the Typa—Chinefe traders

came on board—Drunke?tnefs of our pec^

pie—arrival of two fmall Jhips from

Manilla—leave China.

O U N D AY the i oth ( 1 779) was calm

throughout the day.

The next day we had a breeze from

the N. W. which in the courfe of the

X 2 twenty-
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twenty- four hours fhifted to N. E. Our

bufinefs now was to trace the coaft, and

our courfe varied as the land fell back or

projeded. Our latitude was 52 deg. 5

min. N. and we faw a few gulls and ful-

mars.

We continued the beft part of the fol-

lowing day, running along the coaft : the

land was very broken, but not high. Our

weather was cloudy, with fmall rain, the

wind N. E. our courfe S:W. At noon

the Lopatka, which is the fouthermoft

extreme of this peninfula, bore about W.
I N. diflant between three or four leagues,

and our oblcrved latitude was 5 1 deg. N.

In the afternoon we had light winds,

which frediened up a little towards five,

and we faw Schumfchu, the firft of the

Kurililioy iflands, bearing W. by S.

Wednefday, October 1 3th, we had feve-

ral of the other ifles in view, our courfe

S. by W. the wind W. by S. they were in

general high, and almoft entirely covered

with fnow\ We faw many albatrofTes

and
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and gulls about, and feveral whales. Our

laiitnde to-day was 49 deg. 48 min. N. ,

The next day our courfe was S. S. W.
and S. W. and we had no land in fight

;

and on the 15th our latitude was 46

deg. 31 min. N. and our longitude 155

deg. 29 min. E. The weather was fine,

clear, and pleafant, but rather cold, and in

the afternoon the wind fhifted to S. W.
our courfe being S. E.

The 1 6th was fine, with light airs in-

clinable to calms. We obferved many

flocks of gulls, feveral albatrofles, fulmars,

and ardic gulls, and in the evening a hen

gold- finch flew on board. We alfo faw

feveral of thofe fifli the Ruffians call ka-

fatki. Our latitude was 45 deg. 24 min.

N. and the wind came round to N. N.W.
our courfe W. in the night we had light

breezes.

The 17th we had light airs, inclinable

to calms, and fine weather, with flying

clouds. At eleven a breeze fprung up

from the N. W. our courfe W. S. W.
X 3 and
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and in the afternoon a fmall land bird flcvy?

on board. ' ' '
'

'

The next day we had light breezes from

the W. and at eleven from the S. S. W.
quarter. We paffed much fea-weed, and

our obferved latitude was 44 deg. 30 min.

N. At three the wind came round to S.

and in the night we had heavy gales from

the S. E. by E. our courfe W. by S.

Tuefday the 19th was dark, thick, and

rainy, with hard gales and puffs from S.

E. by E. and a very heavy fea running,

our courfe W. by S. The wind handled

us fo roughly, that we were obliged to

furl our mizen and fore- top- fails, and fet

the fore-fail with the main-top-fail clofe

reefed upon the cap. At ten it mode-

rated, and we fet the main-top-fail,

and at noon the wind fhifted to W. fo

tacked and flood to the S. S. W. In the

night we had light airs and calms. In

thefe latitudes, particularly at this feafori

cf the year, the winds are very unfettled

and variable.

The

\



m

( 3" )

*' The following day the weather was

thick and hazy, with light airs, but at

eight we had a breeze from the S. E,

which at two in the afternoon veered round

to N. N. W, and the weather became dark

and cloudy, with rain.

Thurfday the 2ift was fair, with flying

clouds, and frelh gales from the W. N.

W. our courfe S. W. and our obferved

latitude 42 deg. 40 min. N.

The enfuing day we had moderate

breezes from the N. W. our courfe S. W.
and latitude 40 deg. 59 min. N.

Saturday the 23d was pleafant, with

light breezes from the S.W. by S. our

courfe W. by N. At fix in the morning

we faw a fhag, and at noon it became

cloudy, and rather fqually ; our latitude

was 40 deg. 35 min. N. and our longitude

146 deg. 52 min. E.

The weather throughout the next day

was thick and cloudy, with frnall rain,

and the wind light, and very variable.

We pafled much grafs, and faw a duck, a

Ihag,
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fliag, and a land bird. Thefe being cer-

tain indications of the proximity of land,

we of courfe kept a good look out ; bcr

fides we judged ourfelves to be at no great

diftance from Japan. .

_ / ,
, ,

Monday the 25th the weather was thick

and cloudy, with Ihowers of rain, and

frefh breezes from the N.E. and N. N. E.

our courfe \V. S. W. In the forenoon

a pigeon perched upon the rigging, and

foon after we faw two fmall land birds.

Our observed latitude was 40 deg. 1 8 min.

N. and at two in the afternoon, fever>

fmall land birds of the titmoufe genus

flew on board. In the evening we had

light winds, and at ten moderate breezes

from the fouthvvard.

On the twenty-fixth, we had frelh

breezes from the S. S.W.with open cloudy

weather, our courfe W. At half paft

five in the morning, w^ faw land, being

part of the great ifland Niphon, or Japan,

extending from N. 50 deg. W. to S. 25
deg. W. and diftant about fix Jeagues.

At
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At eight the extremes bore S. 1 1 deg. W.
and N. 40 deg. \V. ihe neareft part W. ^

S. three leagues dillant. The land was

moderately high, but not irregular or

broken ; confilling of double ranges of

hills, many of which were covered with

trees. The {hores were fteep, rocky,

and ftraight, without the leaft appear-

ance of a harbour : the northern extreme

fell in a flope, the Ibuthern one made in a

kind of bluff. The afpedt of the coun-

try was in general barren, and rocky, at

the diftance we then were from it, but

upon a nearer view, it appeared more fer-

tile and pleafant than we could have fup-

pofcd. At noon our latitude was 40 deg.

4 min. N. and the variation one mile to

the eaftward ; the extremes of land thea

bore S. 2 deg. E. and N. 43 deg. W.
the north point being about fix leagues

jdiftant, the neareft part bore S. 52 deg. W.
three leagues. We faw many fmokes up-

on the hills, which were made probably in

confequence of our being upon the coaft.

At
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At two in the afternoon we had a fre(h

breeze from the S. W. which at four in-

creafed to a gale, and at night we ha4

light winds.

In the early part of the morning we

had light airs, but at fix a breeze Ijprung

up from the N. E. our courfe being W.
S. W. At noon our latitude by obfer-

vation was 39 deg. 16 min. N. and at

half part three in the afternoon we faw

the land again, the fouthern extreme

as fet yefterday noon, bearing N. 22 deg.

W. the fouthermoft land in fight N. 88

W. eight leagues diftant. At five there

were many fmall birds about the fhip,

fome of which we caught. At eight we

founded, but found no ground with a

hundred and fifty fathoms. At nine

we hauled up to the fouthward, and at

twelve again founded with eightyfathoms,

but without fucccfs.

At fix the next morning the extremes

of the land bore S. 66 deg. W. and W.
by N. nine leai^ues diftant. At feven we

bore

6
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ixjre away to the S. W. and at eight the

fouthermoft land making like an ifland,

bore S. 76 deg. W. diftant about feven

leagues. At noon we were in latitude

38 deg. 13 min. N. when the land ex-

tended from N. 83 deg. W. to N. 36 deg.

W. and at two in the afternoon from N.

34 deg. W. to N. 42 deg. W. and the ex-

tremes of the low ille N. 45 W. and N.

50 deg. W.
On Friday the 29th, we had frefli

«

breezes from the fouthward, and at half

paft fix faw the land at about four leagues

diftance, bearing S. 30 deg. W. and N. 35
deg. W. At feven we tacked and flood to

the E.S.E. our foundings being twenty fa-

thoms, with a bottom of fand and gravel.

At eight faw a Japanefe veflel ftanding

along ihore to the northward, and half

an hour after we faw another /landing to-

wards us, right before the wind. At nine

we brought to, main- top-fail to the mafl",

intending to wait for her, but at ten find-

ing ihe endeavoured to avoid us, wc wore

m 1
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fliip, and purfued our courfe as before.

She appeared to be about forty tons bur-

then, and had only one maft and fail, the

latter very fquare at top, but narrow to-

wards the bottom. By the help of our

glaffes we could perceive thofe on board

to be. in much confufion ; no doubt they

were apprehenfive of being taken. This

vefTel was likewifc making for the north

part of the ifland. At noon we had

hard gales, and cloudy weather, but to-

wards the clofe of the evening it became

more moderate, and we fet our clofe-

reefed top-fail, which we had been

obliged to hand in the fore-part of the

afternoon. At night the wind veered far-

ther round to the eaftward.

The next day we had fre(h breezes

from \V". and W. by N. with fine clear

weather, our courfe S. S. W. and at half

pad nine faw the land at a great diftance,

bearing W. by N. At eleven the wind

fhiftcd to N. \V. by N. our courfe S. \V.

\iy \V. and at noon the extremes of the

land
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land bore W. by S. and N. W. by W.
our latitude being 36 deg. 41 min. N.

The wind was very frefh throughout

the next day, and we had many land

birds about the fhip, though no land was

in fight. Our obferved latitude was ^S

deg. 40 min. N.

• Monday, November the i ft, the wea-

ther was fine and clear, and the wind

blew in moderate breezes from the E. S. E.

our courfe \V. S.W. At four in the after-

noon we faw the land extending from

W. S.W. to W. and a fmall ifle like a

hummock W. N. W. diftant from both

about fixteen leagues. The land w^e had

hitherto i'een was moderately high, but

we obferved a mountain to-day, making

like a fugar loaf that was very lofty.

At five we hauled up to S. W. with the

wind S. S. E. and at fix tried foundings

with one hundred and fixty fathoms of

line, but found no ground : at this time

the fouthermoll land bore S. 73 deg. W.

the mountain W. and the fmall ifle N.

8 by

Ik.

il^l.
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by W. l W. At eight we tacked fliip, and

flood to the eaflward, and again founded

with one hundred and fifty fathoms, but

without fuccefs. At twelve we tacked

once more, keeping a S. W. courfe. Our

obferved latitude to-day was ^5 deg. i6

min. N.

Our courfe the next morning was S. W.
the wind S.S.E. At feven we faw the

land bearing N. 69 deg. W. fix leagues

diftrnt, and at eight tacked and flood to

the eaflward. At noon our obferved lati-

tude was 35 deg. 43 min. N. but by our

reckoning we were much farther to the

fouthward. In the afternoon it became

cloudy, with frefli breezes, and as it had

the appearance of increafing to a gale, we

got down top-gallant-yards, and clofe-

reefed the top- fails.

In the night we had frefh gales, jufl as

was expected, but at eight in the morn-

ing the wind (hifted to S. and in the even-

ing we bad moderate breezes, and fair

weather. Our latitude at noon was 36

deg. 25 min. N.

Thurfday

40
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:
Thurfday (the 4th) was cloudy, with

fhowers of rain, and light variable winds.

We paffed feveral pieces of pumice ftone

floating upon the furface of the water, to

which we found a fpecies of barnacle ad-

hering. In the afternoon, having light

airs and calms, we hoifted out a boat to

try if there was a current, and to afcertaiii

the rate of it ; we found it fetting to the

eaftward, at half a knot an hour.

The weather the next day was very

pleafant, and we had moderate breezes,

from the N. W. our courfe S. S. W.
At noon we were in ^^ deg. 16 min.

north ; and in the afternoon pafled much

pumice ftone, which lieemed to indicate

our being in the neighbourhood of feme

volcanos. In the courle of the night it

became calm.

At fix the next morning, however, we

had a breeze from the N. N. E. our

courfe S. S.W. and at noon our latitude

was 35 deg. i m^n. N. though by cur

account we ought to have been fifty miles

farther

•i'l
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farther to the fouthward ; which was a

proof that the eafterly current ftill affeded

us. At eight in the evening the wind

fliifted to eaft, and at nine we were taken

aback, foon after which it fettled in the

S. S. W. quarter.

The winds now became more variable

if pofliblc than before. In the early part

of the morning we had a moderate breeze

from the S.W. by S. but at ten it fhifted

to W. S. W, and in the afternoon to W.
but at night it became calm, and con-

tinued fo till three the next afternoon,

when a breeze fprung up from the north-

ward, our courfe S. W. We faw to-day

a fliark, and two tropic birds, ^-'--'i

Tuefday (November the 9th) we had

thick cloudy w'eather, with continued

rain till noon, when it cleared up a little,

and we got an obfervation, which gave us

3 1 deg, 46 min. north latitude. In the

afternoon we paffed much pumice ftone,

and faw a tropic bird.

The

--'«*
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The two following days were equally

fainy and difagreeable ; our courfe was

S.W. and the wind N. N. E. At eight

in the evening it became very dark and

thick, on which account we hauled our

wind to the eaftward, and continued that

courfe for the night.

Friday (the 12th) we had heavy gales

from the N. N. E. out courfe eaft, till

feven in the morning, when we bore

away. But at ten it blew fo hard, that

we were obliged to bring-to under our

fore-fail, with our head to the weftward,

and as there was a very high fea running,

the fhips pitched terribly. At feven irt

the evening we wore and Hood to the

W. S.W. under our fore-fail and mizcn"

ftay-fail, with the wind at N. W.
The next day the weather was cloudy,

with moderate gales from the N. W. and

W. N. W. At feven we bore away to the

S. S. W. and at noon our obferved lati**

tUde was 25 deg. 26 min. N. We faw

many flying-fifh about, and at fix in the

Vol.. II. Y evening.
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evening:, the wind decreafing, we hauled

up to S. \V. by W. At ten we had the

wind from the N. by W. our courfe W.
byS.

Sunday (the 14th) we had fine pleafant

weather, with flying clouds and fmooth

water, our wind and courfe as yefterday

evening. At ten in the morning, theDif-

covery being about two miles a-head,

made the fignal for feeing land, which the

Refolution anfwered, and foon after we

defcried it to the S.W. making like a

high mountain ; we diredly bore away

for it, fleering S. W. with the wind N.

N. E. This was one of thofe ifles which

are laid down to the northw^ard of the

Marian Iflands. At noon we were in

latitude 24 deg. 35min. N. and longitude

141 deg, 15 min. E. and at one we

hauled up to weft. At half paft two we

faw more land to the N. W. by W. which

we hauled up for ; and at half paft three

defcried more to the N.W. by N. but very

low. At four the two above illaads bore

N.
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N. 54 deg. W. and N. 59 deg. W. arici

the mountain S. 27 deg. W. diftant about

three leagues* At eight we tucked, and

ftood off and on for the night, with an

intent of taking a nearer view of them in

the morning. ^ •-'

The next day the wind fhified to E.

N. E. and we had fine and clear weather.

At fix we bore away for the Ifles, which

now proved to be only one, the extremes

bearing N. 60 deg. W. and N. 80 deg.

W. and at half paft we faw a high hum-

mock bearing N. 14 deg. W; At eight

tve were running along the fouth-fide of

the ifle ; off the north end there was

•a reef of rock which extehded a con-

fiderable diftance frorii it, and over which

the fea broke violently. The fouth end

•Was terminated by a high bluff rock, and

Upon the middle we faw fome few trees

^of rather flirubs, for they were of a di-

minutive fize, which probably might be

owing to the fcarcity of foil, the whole

bdng an affemblage of rocky matter.

Y a A8
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As we approached the blufF-rock, wc

found it had the appearance of having

once been a volcano ; and we were con-

firmed in this opinion upon viewing the

W. S. W. fide, whets the mouth or crater

was very confpicuous, and upon its fides

were large maffes of fulphur, and other

combuftible matter, but the fiilphur was

moft predominant. Bei^g at this time to ) )

leeward of the ifland, we found a very

flrong fmell of that mineral, the air be-

ing quite impregnated with it. Thefhore

on this fide was quite flat, over which a

Tery heavy furf continually broke, and at

fome diftance were two upright rocks,

againft which the fea dafiied violently.

Having feen thus much of this ifle, and

finding it too dangerous to attempt land-

ing, we at nine bore away to the weftward.

Captain Core called it Sulphur Ifland;

the only birds we obferved about rt were

boobies. At noon our latitude was 24

deg. 50 min. N. when its extreme bore

N. 84 deg. E. and S. 82 deg. E. the

mountain
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mountain S. 37 deg. E. and the high

hummock N. 18 deg. E. At three in

the afternoon, Sulphur Ifland bore S. 73
deg. eaft.

'

Tuefday (the 1 6th) we continued our

wefterly courfc till noon, and then hauled

up to W. S. W. T W. the wind being

S. by E. and S. and the weather clear and

pleafant ; our latitude was 25 deg. 7 min.

N. and longitude 138 deg. 10 min. E.

In the night the wind veered regularly

from S. S. W. to W. N. W.
The next day was cloudy, and at fevcn

in the morning we had frefli breezes

from the N. W. Our latitude was 24

deg. 48 min. N.

On the 1 8th we had moderate gales

from the N. E. by N. our courfe \V. S.

W. and the weather which had been fine

throughout the day, in the evening be-

came cloudy.

We were the next day in latitude 22

deg. 47 min. N. and from the fteadinefs of

the wind concluded we had fallen in with

Y 3 thp
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the N. E. trade -, we ftill continued %

weflerly courfe.

On the 2 I ft, our latitude by obfervar

tidn was 2i deg. 26 min. N. and we

pafled fome pumice ftone. The next day

was cloudy, with heavy rain ; and at fiK

on the following evening we hauled our

wind under the fore- fail, dofe reefed

main-top-fail and mizen-ftay-fail, having

frcfli gales from the N. E.

' Qur courfe on the 24th was N. N. \V.

with moderate gales from the N. E. and

a heavy fea going. The weather was

cloudy, which prevented our having an

obfervation, but we were lucky enough

during the night to get the altitude of a

liar, which gave our latitude 2 1 deg- 30

min. N. >. i:so .-: v.. .-_ .>.i -ji^i ...t;^"-

' The next day we had hard gales from

the N, N. E. with cloudy weather, aqd

at eight bore away to W. under our clofe

retfcd top fails and fore-fail. At rioon,

being in latitude 21 deg. 25 min. N. by

pbfervation, we bpfe away to fouth, uii-

- , dcr
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der our fore- fail, and clofn reefed main-

top-fail, with a viow of making the

Bafliee Iflands, mentioned by Dampier.

The 26th, was cloudy, with moderate

breezes from the N. N. W. our courfe

being W. Our obferved latitude was

2 1 deg. 6 min. N. In the afternoon the

wind frefliened, at eight we hauled the

wind, and at nine lay-to for the night.

At feven the next morning, we wore

and made fail, proceeding in a weft di-

rection, with the wind at N. E. At ten

we were in the longitude of the iflands

as they are laid down, but having no

land in fight, we concluded that by fome

means or other we had mifled them, or

that Dampier had committed fome great

error with refpedt to their fituation. We
however continued our courfe till fix in

the evening, ai.d then hauled our wind. •

' The next day we had freih gales and

cloudy weather. In the morning, at four,

we were alarmed by the noife of break-

ers under our lee, and foon after faw them

Y 4 extend*
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extended from W. N.W. to S. S. W.
we immediately wore fliip, and ftood to

the eaftward. At feven we wore again,

and proceeded W. and at nine altered our

courfe to S. and S. W. the ihoal trending

to VI eftward. This remarkable reef or

ihoal, which the Spaniards denominate

Pracel, is in moft of the charts laid down

wrong : according to our oblervations, it

h fituated in latitude 20 deg. 42 min. N.

and longitude 1
1
7 deg. 1 5 min. E. which

nearly agrees with Dalrymple, who is

the moft corredt furveyor we 'have had in

thefe feas. It is between four and five

leagues in extent, and forms a kind of

femicircle, near the N. E. point of which

is a fmall low flat ifle, upon which are a

fe»T- /T]rubs. Having taking a view of it,

v^e at one made fail, fliaping our courfe

for the ifland of Macao.

Our courfe the enfuing day (Monday

the 29th) was N. W. by N. the wind N.

E. by N. and rather frefli. At fix in the

paorning we faw fix Chinefe fiftiing veffels,

an^
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and at noon let out the reefs and made all

fail, keeping a weft and W. by N. courfe.

Our latitude was 2 i deg. 59 min. N. At

one in the afternoon we faw many fifhing

veffels a-head, and at three defcried the

iflands of Lema, bea. ng W. N.W. and

W. At fix our foundings were twenty-

four fathoms, when we ihortened fail

and hauled our wind to the eaftward till

twelve, and then tacked and ftood to the

northward, our depth of water being

thirty-two and thirty-four fathom, with

^ muddy bottom.

Tutfday (the 30th) was cloudy, with

fmall rain. At half paft fix in the morn-

ing we bore awoy and made fail, our

courfe W. and the wind N. E. by E. At

noon, the Grand Ladrone, which is the

lottieft of the iflands, bore N. by E. | E.

diftant about three or four miles. We
foon after hoi (led our enfign and pen-

dant, and fired two guns, as a fignal for

a pilot : our foundings were feventeen fa-

thoms, and there were many fifhing vef-

fels

M
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fels about, none of which however took

any notice of us. At one in the after-

noon, a Chinefe pilot came on board ; and

very foon after another arrived, and in-

Med upon conducing the ihip, and with-

out any ceremony began to order the fails •

to be trimmed. The firfl however would

not give up the point, and a long alter-

cation enfucd, but at length they fettled

it, having agreed to divide ihe money

which was to be paid, and which

amounted to twenty five dollars. We
were employed all the afternoon in w^ork-

ing to Windw\ird, and at fix let go our

anchor near the Grand Ladrone, in ten

fathom.

At ten the next morning (December

the ifl), w^e got up our anchor and made

fail, the tide being in our favour. We
continued working to windward all the

morning, having ten, nine, and eight fa-

thom. In the afternoon, two more Chi-

nefe came on beard, one of whom had

feveral certificates from the captains of

9 fhips
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fliips which he had ferved as comprador,

"

To this man the captain gave twenty dol-

lars, to procure us frefli provlfions for the

next day, after which they departed, and

we foon after anchored.
^

, ^

At feven in the morning, our corhpra-

dor arrived, with four quarters of fmall

and very lean beef, fome eggs, and a few

oranges and greens, the whole of which

could not have coll above half the money

he received. It was in vain however to

think of getting any redrefs, and we were

obliged to reil contented with our bad

bargain. Some time after our pilots left

us, being fearful, as they informed us, of

the mandarines, who, if they faw them,

would in all proliability infill upon part of

the money which had been paid. At two

in the afternoon, we got up our anchors

and made fail towards I^" .. o, and the

pinnace, with captain King and another

officer, were fent ou fhore, with an intent

of fetting oft' immediately for Canton, be-

ing in want of feveral ftores, wliith we

li(>pcd
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hoped to be fupplied with from the Eaft

India Ihips, leveral of which we found

were taking in their lading at Wampo.

Upon their landing at Macao, they were

informed by fonie EngHlh gentlemen,

that they mull firft obtain a chop or paff-

port, which would be at leaft five days

before its arrival, from Canton ; upon

which they for the prefent relinquifhed

their fcheme. At nine in the evening, we

let go our anchor in three fathoms and a

half, and about four miles diftant from

the town. -r .m'^

Every one now was anxious to be in-

formed of the ftate of affairs in England,

and late as it was when the pinnace re-

turned from the fliore, all hands got up

to hear the news. Among a variety of

other articles, the war with France (fome

account of which we had received at

Kamtfchatka) was confirmed.

The next day, at feven m the morning,

we weighed and flood towards the town,

^nd at eight anchored again in three fa-

p thoms.
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thorns, about two miles from the town,

and faluted the fort wiih thirteen guns,

which returned an equal number. Being

informed in the courfe of the day, by an

Englifli gentleman, that the Portuguefe

rather wifhed us to be farther from the

town, wc the following morning (Fridav

.

the 3d) at fix got up our anchors, and

made fail, and about noon dropped them

again in the Typa, near the fpot where

the Centurion lay.

A day or two after two Portuguefe lliips

came out of the harbour behind tlie town,

• and anchored in the Typa, to take on

board the remaining part of their lading.

All our hands were now very bufily em-

ployed, fome in watering, others in the

holds, and the carpenters in putting the

Ihips into a proper ftate of defence, by

ereding barracadoes, and converting the

cabins, which before were wood, into

canvas ones. The C hiriefe too, as long

a& our money lafted, were very afhduous

and conftant in their vifits j many of

them
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them came off in the night to avoid pay-

ing the ulual duties, and leveral ran the

rifque of coming in the day, but one or

other of them was always upon the watch,

and no fooner did a mandarine's boat make

its appearance than they inftantly put off,

or concealed themfelves and their goods

in various parts of the fhip. Among
other articles they brought off arrack, and

a. nafty, hot, difagreeable fpirit, which

they called fumchu ; our feamen (who ?t

any time would much rather fpend their

money in drink, than in purchafmg more

ufeful things) generally contrived to get

fo very intoxicated, as to be unable to

proceed in their work, and at length it

arrived to fucb a pitch, as to require fevere

treatment to get the better of it. From

this time no liquor was fuffered to be

brought into the fhip, and ^he Chinefe

boats were fearched before thev were per-

mitted to come along- fide ; but in fpight

t)f every precaution they found means

to convey it on board. About a fort-

night
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night after our arrival two fmall Spa-

nifh fliips from Manilla, laden principally

with dollars, anchored in the harbour be-

hind the town. They had been informed

by the Portuguefe of our being here, on

which account they came in by night,

being apprehenfive, no doubt, that we

fliould moleft them. But at that time we
were ignorant that Spain had joined

France, and had we known it, we could

not with any propriety have attacked

them.

From this time to our departure no-

thing occurred worth notice. Having got

all our fupplies, and increafed our num-

ber of guns to fixteen, and the Difcovery's

to twelve, and taken in as much live

ftock as we could conveniently flow away,

we made all ready for fea.

On Wednefday afternoon (January 12,

1780) we weighed our anchors and made

fail, {landing out of the Typa : towards

the evening the tide became unfavourable,

and we came- to again.

The
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The next morning at day-light we got

up our anchors and made fail, our courfe

being S. and in company with a Swcdifli

fhip which had juft arrived from Wampo,
but being a faft failer (he foon left us In

the afternoon we had a fine breeze from

the N. E. which increafed the next day

to a gale.

J W » 1 J
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CHAP. XXXVII.

Arrive at Pulo Condor —- tranfaSlions

there— depart from thence—pafs the

Jiraits of Banca and Stmda—arrive at

Cracatoa—Prince's Ifland—the Cape of

Good Hope—Orkney IJlands—afid Eng-*

land.

1:

ON Wednefday January the iQthjWC

faw Pulo Sapota, diftant about three

or four leagues, and the next day, at one in

the afternoon, defcried Pulo Condor bear-

ing W. S. W. abou'c four leagues dillant.

Not being able to reach the harbour that

night, we ftood off and on till mprning,

and came to in the afternoon, not far from

the fpot where Dampier had anchored.

Having furled our fails, the captain or^

Vol. II. Z der^d
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dcred feveral guns to be fired, to the intent

that the inhabitants might know there

were fliips there. None however made

their appeance that night, and the next

morning a boat with an officer was dif-

patched to a finall village on the other

fide the ifland, who returned in the after-

noon with one of the natives. Wood
being an article which we could not pro-

cure at Macao, a party was fent on •

ihore to cut fome : among a variety of other

trees, we found the wild nutmeg-tree in

abundance, but the nut was totally void of

fmelland talle. • / .
-

The day following we bought thre^ or

four fiih of fome of the natives, who had

been filhing ; one of them was fliaped

much like the dolphin, the others were of

the albecore tribe, but marked or firiped -

on the back and fides with a blackifh blue

colour. The chief man of the ifland, or

the capitano, as they called him, came

on board in the courfe of the day, when
• - the
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tlie captain informed him, as well as h^

couHl by figns, that we were in want of*

frefli provifions. He apprared to under-

ftand him very well, and tlic next day

(Tuefday the 25th) fct off in one of our

boats to procure us fome buffaloes, which

were the only beads he could furniih us

with. Several other natives came on

board, and brought a few trifling things

to difpofe of, but all, not even excepting

th'^ir chief, were' very poor and ragged.

Every one wore turbans (if an old dirty

piece of cloth wrapped round their heads

deferved that nan ' \ and chewed the betel

and areke. In the evening the boats re-

turned with three or fuur young buf-

faloes, and were difpatched again the en-

fuing day in quell of more, and a party

was fent to cut down fome cabbage trees,

to boil with the meat for the fhip s com*

pany. O.r fportfmen too made an ex-

curfion into the country, but met with

very Uttle iuccefs, having iben only a few

Z 2 monkies;,
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monkies, fquirrels, and a cock and hen,

the latter. of which they fliot. Accord-

ing to Linnaeus this ifland is their native

place.

Thurfday the 27th, in tL evening,

our boats returned with more buffaloes,

but much older than the others. The

flefh of all was very coarfe, without the

leaft particle of fat.

On Friday the 28th, at noon, we took

up our anchor and made fail : when out

of the harbour we ihaped our courfe for

the ilraits of Banca.

On the afternoon of Tuefday, February

the I ft, we pafled Puio-Timoan, and

Pulo-Pifang j and at half paft nine in

the evening were a-breaft of Pulo-Aro.

Thurfday the 3d, at fix in the morning,

we faw the Seven-iflands and Monopin-

hill, which are fituated near the entrance

into the ftraits, our foundings varying

from fourteen or nineieen fathoms, de-

creafing and increafmg alternately. At

6 noom
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noon our obferved latiiude was i deg.

48 min. S. and at nine in the evening a

boat (which we fuppofed to be a fifliing

boat) paffed us -, we hailed her, but re-

ceived no anfwer that we could under-

hand. At twelve we came-to in thirteen

fathoms, with a clayey bottom, and found

the tide pafTed us at the rate of four mile;

an hour.

At fix the next morning we weighed

and made fail ; having light breezes, our

courle E. by S. and E. ^N. varying ac-

cording to the winding of the paflage.

We found the heat very troublefome, the

thermometer rifing as high as 83 ^ deg.

and 84 deg. and two or three of the Dif-

covery's people fell ill of fevers. That

part of the ftraits which is formed by

Sumatra is low, and covered with trees

to the very edge of the water, the whole

forming to appearance an impenetrable

wood : the ifland Banca compofes the

outer fide, and is alfo low near the fea-

Z 3 • fide,
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ficle, but the interior parts are in many
places hilly.

Saturday, February the 5th, at one ii^

the afternoon, we were a-breaft of the

ifland Lucipara, which li^s near the fouth

entrance of the ftraits. Our obferved

latitude was 3 deg. 9 min. S. and on Sun^

day, about feven in the evening, we let

go our anchors about three leagues froni

the Brothers (two fmall iflands fo called)

?ind during the night had much thunder

and lightning, with a he^vy atmofphere,

and almoft perfed calms.

-The next morning, Monday the 7th»

at fix we weighed and made fail, (landing

through the ftraits of Sunda, to a fmall

high ifle called Cracatoa, which lies tq

the S. W. The Difcovery, in the interim,

was difpatched to a Dutch Eafl: Indiaman,

at fome di (lance, to procure fome arrack,

as our ftoc'< of fpirits was nearly ex-

haufted, and to enquire if there was any

particular news from purope, after which

ihe
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&\Q was to proceed to Prince's Ifland, an4

there wait our arrival. We continued

Gurcourfeto Cracatoa, "ofF the weft en^

of which we faw another Dutch Eaft In-

diaman at anchor ; and having let go

our anchor, end fecured the fliip, the

pinnace, with a proper officer, was fent on

boards to learn if v\e could be fupplied

with any arrack. In the evening the

boat returned, with an account that the

captain would furnifh us with three or

four legers, which was nearly as much

as we required. This fliip had been

as far as Japan, and was very richly

laden.

The next day fhooting parties went out,

but met with nothing worth notice ; the

inhabitants, who were all drefied in the

Malay fafiiion, behaved with civility.

This ifland is governed by a radja, who

is fubjed to the court of Bantam : the

prefent one is a youth about fourteen or

fifteen years old. The tov^n, which

confifta
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confifts of twelve or fourteen houfes, is

fituated in a pleafant fpot, about half a

Inile from the ihore, and furrounded with

trees of various kinds, among which were

the coco-nut and plaintain trees ; the lai^

ter were the largeft we had ever feen. All

the houfes were elevated upon pofts, about

two feet from the ground, and were built

upon the fame plan as thofe of Prince's

llland. They faw three or four of their

women, who were beating paddy, but

they retired immediately into their houfes.

The whole ifland produced variety of

trees, and appeared like a perfect wood,

•which afforded a fine retreat for the birds,

many of which were remarkably beau-

tiful ; and infe<fts, particularly of the

butterfly kind, were exceeding nume-

rous.

Havmg taken our ftock of fpirits on

board, we proceeded to Prince's Ifland,

where we ftaid three or four days ; dur-

ing which time we bought many very

bad
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bad turtle, a great number of monkies,

fome of thofe fmall animals which we

call hog-deer, and a few fowls. The heat

Was very great, and not a little trouble-

fome, the thermometer being feldom

lower than 84 deg. and frequently fome

degrees higher.

From hence we made the beft of our

way to the Cape of Good Hope, during

which paffage nothing particular occurred,

except our meeting with a fmall veffel be-

longing to the Eaft India Company,

which was cruizing with inftru£tions for

the company's fliips. A few days after,

we made the Cape, and the next day we

were (landing into Falfe Bay, but night

coming on before we could reach our

proper birth, we anchored at no great

diftance from a rock called the Noah's

Ark. The next morning at day- light,

we weighed and made fail, and about

noon dropped our anchors, and foon after

moored ibipi and fired thirteen guns as a

falute
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falute to the governor, for as yet thef^

•was no fort ereded ; they contrived

however to return an equal number^

having a few pieces of cannon fixed be-

fore the ftore-houfes. We found riding

here, the Naflau and Southampton Eafl:
m

Indiamen. We continued at this place

till near the middle of May, when having

completed our ftock of water, and taken

in ftores of various kinds, and as much

live-flock as we could find room for, we

took up our anchors and made fail, but

our wind failed us before we could cleai*

the bay, and we were obliged to come-to

again. The following day we were more

fortunate ; and having ftood out to fea,

purfued a foutherly courfe for foi^c time

to avoid falling in with any fhips of the

enemy, which, notwithftanding the edi(ft

that was iflued, might give us more trou-

ble than v;e wifhed to experience.

After a paffage of near fixteen weeks,

we arrived at Stromilefs,, where we were

detained
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detained near a month by contrary winds
;

at lafl a favourable one came on, which

we immediately took the advantage of,

and having cleared the Orkney Ifles, we
proceeded along the coaft of Scotland,

&c. On the 5th of October anchored

at the Nore ; and the day following

moored alongfide the hulk, after a long

and tedious abfence of four years, and

near three months.

THE END.

I.




