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Text of Statement to be given in the First Committee
by the Canadian Representative, Mr. Hugh Faulkner,
M.P., on the Treaty for the Prohibition of Nuclear
Weapons in Latin America (ltem 91), October 25,1967.

In his address to the United Nations General Assembly
on September 27 the Canadian Secretary of State for External
Affairs, the Honourable Paul Martin, expressed the fol lowing
views on the Treaty for the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons
in Latin America, concluded last February in Mexico City:
| am sure we should all wish to congratulate the states of
Latin America and the Caribbean for reaching agreement to
establish the first nuclear free zone in an inhabited part

of the world. This Treaty will lend impetus to non-prolif-
eration negotiations, which have now been intensified in
Geneva and will shortly be before this Assembly.” Since tlme

did net permit Mr. Martin to elaborate further on the views
ef the Canadian Government, ' propose to do so in this
Committee.

From the outset Canada has closely followed the ef-
forts of the Latin American nations to create a nuclear free
zone in the southern part of the Western Hemisphere. We
supported Reso lution 1911 of the Eighteenth General Assembly
and were represented by an observer at the last three meet-
ings of the preparatory commission for the denuclearization
of Latin America. It was thus with a genuine sense of ap-
proval that we greeted final agreement early this year after
palnstaking and often difficult negotiations.

While Canada lies outside the zone, we are by no
means uninterested in or unaffected by the Treaty. We are
after all a Western Hemispheric nation ourselves and enjoy
friendly relations with all nations of Latin America and
the Caribbean. We welcome any measure which will contribute
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to the stablility, security and peace of the area and parti-
cularly one which recognizes and precludes the folly of a
nuclear arms race.

Let me deal briefly with some of the more important
aspects of the Treaty. We think it advantageous that the
Treaty should be designed to embrace all sovereign states
in the area, although we note that by virtue of Article 25
and an associated resolution relating to territorial dis-
putes, one state in the region and another potential one are
at the moment barred from acceding to the Treaty.

The most interesting and indeed ingenious feature, in
our view, are clauses under Article 28, which will permit
the Treaty to enter into force for those states choosing to
waive conditions of prior ratification by all sovereign
states in the area, by extra-regional states with dependen-
cles in the area, and by all nuclear powers. We hope that

all sovereign states in the area will see fit to accede to
the Treaty in the near future. Pending such a development,
we hope that the necessary number of states will waive

conditions in order to bring the Treaty into force.

We note that nuclear weapon powers and extra-regional
states with dependencies in the area are called upon to
associate themselves with special protocols to the Treaty.
Four of five nuclear powers have mads constructive state-
ments of position on the Treaty, as has the Netherlands in
respect of its dependencies in the Hemisphere. We hope
these statements will add momentum to the current efforts
to bring the Treaty effectively into force.

We consider as particularly important those provisi ons
in Articles 12 to 16 which deal with control and verification
of the Treaty. They constitute a practical model for other
arms control agreements, be they regional or global. They
fully and carefully define the scope of the control system
and the terms of reference of the treaty organization and
of the International Atomic Energy Agency in applying it,
so as to ensure that the treaty provisions are being observed
by the partles. Of equal significance is the provision
for the application of |AEA safeguards to the nuclear
activities of the parties by multilateral or bilateral
agreement with the agency. This provision promises to lead
to further consolidation and extension of the international
safeguards system, an objective which Canada earnestly
shares.

It is, we believe, unfortunate that there are differ-
ences over the interpretation of Articles 5 and 18 as they
relate to explosions of nuclear devices for peaceful purposes.
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We interpret the Treaty to preclude parties from conducting
such explosions themselves, although of course not from de-
riving full benefits of peaceful nuclear explosive technolegy.
As Mr. Martin said on September 27 in respect of the draft
non-proliferation treaty:

"There is no distinguishing between military and civil
nuclear explosive technology, between the destructive
power of the nuclear bomb and a nuclear excavating
charge. A....provision for peaceful nuclear explosions
would represent a fatal loophole by means of which
non-nuclear states could acquire military nuclear tech-
nology. That is not to say that we should not expect
nuclear powers, perhaps in this Assembly, to give an
explicit undertaking to extend nuclear explosive ser=-
vices on reasonable terms upon request once they bewmme
technically feasible.”

We think It should be possible to work out satisfactory are
rangements in the context of non-proliferation negotiations
in the Eighteen Nation Disarmament Committee of the Unlted
Nations.

In this same connection, | should |ike to emphasize
that we interpret Article 17 of the Latin American treaty
as guaranteeing parties unrestricted right to develop and
apply nuclear energy for all legitimate civil purposes.

As a country with an advanced peaceful nuclear capability,

Canada is particularly conscious of the role nuclear energy
Ils destined to play in the economic and social progress of

the world.

Canada wishes to commend the states which brought
the Latin American treaty into being. We think it is a
unique achievement and an example of what can be accomplished
in the sphere of nuclear arms control when the will to make
progress exists. Let us hope we can all benefit from this
example and go on to contain the spread of nuclear weapons
through an international agreement of universal scope--
through a non-proliferation treaty--which we shall subse-
quently be considering in this Committee.
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